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Economic Characteristics, United States Summary, which contains additional summary information
on employment and other characteristics as well as more detailed technical explanations)

Of the 76.8 million employed persons 16 years old and over reported in the 1970 census,
nearly half worked in white-collar jobs. Clerical workers were the largest component
group with 18 percent of the employed population; professional workers totaled 16
percent,

Blue collar workers accounted for over one-third of employment, In this area,
employment was concentrated in two groups--craftsmen and operatives, except transport;
each group had 14 percent of the tdtal.

Persons working in service occupations accounted for 13 percent of employment.
Persons doing farm work as their primary job accounted for the remaining 3 percent,

The concentration of the population in white-collar jobs was greater in central cities
and the urban fringe, with the highest concentration (57 percent) occuring in the urban
fringe. Accordingly, the percentage of blue-collar workers in these areas was smaller than
in the total employed population,
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In places of 10,000 ar more, other than L‘eranized
areas, the occupational distribution by white-collar,
blue collar, and service and farm workers was very
similar to that for the total employed. In places of
2500 to 10,000, the proportion of the white-co!lar
o;;cupations decreased relative to the total popula!tllon
and in the rural areas the biue-collar jobs, comprising
43 percent of the employed rural population, ac-
counted for a larger percentage of employment than
white-coflar occupations (35 percent). In the rural
areas, 11 percent of the employed persons considered
farm work their primary job. This proportion was
equalled by professional workers (11 percent) and
exceeded by clerical workers (12 percent), craftsmen
(16 percent), and operatives, except transport (17
percent},

Women accounted for 30 million or 38 percent of
the employed labor force in April 1970, The partici-
pation of women in the nation’s employment was
highest in the central cities (41 percent). Rural areas
with women comprising 33 percent of the employed
showed the lowest rate.

For women, white-collar occupations were the
largest source of employment. This was true regard-
less of residence. For the Nation, 61 percent of
employed women were white-collar workers. In the
urban fringe, 70 percent of employed women worked
in white-collar jobs in contrast to the 50 percent so
employed in rural areas. Service workers accounted
for 21 percent of total female employment and
blue-collar for 17 percent.

Among women workers the greatest number (10
million), representing 35 percent of the total em-
ployed, were in clerical occupations., On the other
hand, 4.5 million or nearly 16 percent of the
employed women held professional jobs. This propor-
tion is greater than that for the total employed (14.8
percent),

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE

The urban poputation comprises all persons living in
urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, the
urban population consists of all persons in ({a) places
of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities,

villages, boroughs, and towns with certain exceptions:
(b} unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants o
more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or unin.
corporated, included in urbanized areas, The popu.
lation not classified as urban constitutes rural popy.
lation.

URBANIZED AREAS

An urbanized area generally contains at least one city
of 60,000 inhabitants or more and includes that
portion of the surrounding territory, whether incor.
porated or unincorporated, which meets specified
criteria relating to population density., This sur-
rounding territory is designated as the ‘‘urban frings."

REFERENCE WEEK

Data on employment status refer to the calendar
week prior to the date on which respondents com-
pleted their questionnaires or were interviewed by
enumerators. Since the week of enumeration was not
the same for all persons, the reference week for
employment data is not entirely uniform.

EMPLOYED

Employed persons comprise all civilians 16 years old
and over (occasionally, also persons 14 and 15 yeats
old) who were either {a) “‘at work"-those who did
any work at all as paid employges or in their own
business or profession, or on their own farm, or who
worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers on a
family farm or in a family business; or {b) were "with
a job, but not at work"~those who did not work
during the reference week, but had jobs or businesses
from which they were temporarily absent due to
iliness, bad weather, industrial dispute, vacation, or
other personal reasons. Excluded from the employed
are persons whose only activity consisted of work
around the house or volunteer work for religious,
charitable, and similar organizations,

OCCUPATION

For employed persons the data on occupation refer
to the job held ' during the reference week, For
persons employed at two or more jobs, the data refer




to the job at which the person worked the greatest
number of hours, The occupation statistics presented
here are based on the detailed systems developed for
the 1970 census; see 1970 Census of Population,
Classified Index of Industries and Occupations, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 1971.

The category white-collar workers comprises the
major groups professional, technical, and kindred
workers; managers and administrators, except farm;
sales workers; and clerical and kindred workers,

Blue-collar workers comprise craftsmen, foremen, and
kindred workers; operatives, except transport;
transport equipment operatives; and laborers, except
farm. Farm workers combine the major groups
farmers and farm managers and farm laborers and
farm foremen. Service workers comprise service
workers, except private household and private house-
hold workers.

Data on occupation are based on the 20-percent
sample.



Toble 102. Occupation of Employed Persons by Size of Place: 1970

Urbon
Urbanized areas Other places of -
United States 10,000 2,500
Totol Total Total Central cities  Urban fringe or more 12 10,000 Rural
D PERSONS 16 YEARS OLD AND OVER
EMPLOYED P 57 873 851 44 575 B2y 25 222 280 21 353 541 6 138 732 5159 2981 18 sy 748
Totol e 5?’ ; 72 644 7 694 306 3 845 094 3 847 N2 966 757 13 581 197% 10
Pratessiona), technicol, and kindred warkers N J07ss| Vo waou o % o8 0% 2 7 Bos % il
iNeers ... .. wo o mm e am 82 724 194
:‘23’:";;:5 dentists, and related practitioners gga g;g gg? g;? 303 o 451 886 452 17 108 817 77 937 27 165
Heolth workers, except proctitioners..._. ! 3 20 1 940 411 1 486 308 742 037 744 2N 233 847 220 256 800 009
Teachers, elementory ond secandary schoals 25 645 768 001 630 034 282 451 347 583 79 59) 58 376 190 644
Technicians, except heglth ... i en| a0l a@sem 1 8wi0s 1 nm 417 803 265 704 719 342
Other grofessional workers ... 371 149| 5004602] 4019074 1909297 2109 777 549 349 466 1791 1 306 547
Managers ond administralors, excegt form Soibau| "l ‘ams ' ow s 423 181 66 900 5) 558 185 861
Soloried: Manufacturing.-. - 13 755 985 152 768 283 381 072 387 21 122 279 94 590 228 603
Retail trade - A 3044 2asom| 209 ol e 1 omen| 2 197 2790 5o aai
Other industrie 30 9; o %7 oot 259 074 141 00§ 118 069 60 671 49 859 210 245
Seftemployed. Reol rade A 00 60| 297 6%0 156 268 141 382 53 097 50 893 162 607
ther indus
927 1850 517 1 860 410 449 765 350 834 93 792
Sales warkers ... 1o anl toeom] e e 1edg 7B 028 54086 165 a8
Manutacturing and wholesale trade -1 084 804 2 499 030 1 9864 289 1027 120 959 149 28) 737 221 004 585 774
Refoff teade ... q By g ez 10mn 425 572 90 000 45 764 180 190
Jther indusiries. . s ae) s el o7sseE2 544 48 28] 1013 50 780 750| 2 214 963
Clerical and kindred warkers - ’]3 521 768| 193 383 973 815 520 677 453 138 131 038 114 530 313 385
Bookheepers ... ... ; B07 502 3243420| 2776232 ) 490836 | W5 306|270 603 196 585 564 082
Secretories, stenographers, and typists . 3 7 085 378 4 005 815 3 426 0B) 2 579 734 s11 919 447 644 1337 49¢
Other clerical wOrkers ..,........... 8 402 874 62 5900 6091 111 3045363 3 Das 248 796 155 739 324| 2 981 420
Croftsmen, foremen, and kindred warkers 10 608 010} 7 629 378 2489 845 245 &9 243 236 &8 918 N5 282 432
Automobile mechanics, including body re 912 410 2 4 870 239 a2 653 448 586 118 878 19 674 92 M
Mechanics and repairmen, excepl aulo "Saaml manl oman  hey 1 293 29 284 22 214 97 278
Mochinsts .- .. .- o ois|  saom| i o 209308 249 0ls a4 221 28 276 179 047
o 842 34 498 500 378 703 178 31 200 392 56 735 43 063 343 840
A 1939 616] 1341 733] ) 040 B) 503 692 522 139 144 555 136 347 597 883
O?;:r’cﬁ!;?:v:en - 4 283 520 3 235 291 2 603 294 1 345 208 1258 086 333 582 298 435 I 048 229
. 259 272 2 38t 347 657 675 814 801 3182 755
Operatives. except transport 10 494 050 7 313 295 5 440 819 3 L
Durable goods monufacluring 44364911 3202747] 23588078 ) 4!1)2 Bﬁg ! égg 33(7) %fﬁil 1[‘;1!! g?ﬁ ‘I‘?lg : ggg ‘Z)?A
Nondursble goods monufactyring 2 506 377 2 249 8462 1 640 530 1015 & ; ot e 500 4 a9 E 95
Nonmenufacturing industries 2533 182] ) 840 686) ) 412 O} 840 88 312 g2 51e ar 01 5 496
Transpart equipment aperatives 2 957 935 2 089 810 1671 487 958 662 ? 2 ! 868 325
Truck drivers ... 1379 é25 898 168 692 0B 380 268 10 aia 01 20 104 879 4B1 457
Other tronsport equipment 1 578 310 1191 42 979 401 578 394 401 007 115 407 96 434 384 B8
Loborers, except farm 3 426 546 2 419 167 1882 133 1133 725 748 408 280 173 ?5¢ Bat 1 007 379
Construction labore 60 430 388 855 293 15 176 522 117 193 48 104 47 004 201 575
Freight, stock, and ma 1 346 814 1 Q33 345 835 532 494 256 M1 278 104 991 92 Ba2 N3 49
Other laborers, except form__ 1479 302 996 947 752 886 462 997 289 939 127 478 118 983 482 355
Formers ond farm managers ._ . 1 426 044 103 072 52 049 24 995 22 954 18 017 32 106 1322 973
Farm laborers ond farm foremen 953 501 R 479 111 020 58 782 52 238 50 l?fl 20 306 722 022
Service workers, except private householg? . 8 624 993 & 789 079 5331 577 3 261 138 2070 439 an en 45 571 835 914
Cleoning service warkers ____________ i B4 502 1 444 019 1132 407 746 485 385 922 172 894 138 718 417 483
Food service workers .. . 2773 573 2 144 750 1 644 938 958 432 686 504 206 724 223 08g 628 823
Heolth service workers... 1 180 513 910 173 495 074 438 452 256 422 18 478 96 61 210 340
Personol service workers . -1 1154208 921 204 726 063 425 357 300 706 108 889 86 252 233 004
Frotective service workers _ . P52 237 93 606 657 758 370 107 287 651 17 519 58 329 158 631
Privote household workers ___ - 1152 95 852 604 617 656 437 841 179 815 127 487 107 463 299 489
Fomole ____. 28 929 8445 22 706 077| 18 20% 887 10 341 o4y 7 884 828 2 474 28 2015 4N 4 223 B8
Professional, tech 4 549 927 3 693 535 2972 939 1622 0%0 1 350 849 407 361 33 25 854 W2
Nurses ... . 807 359 653 210 526 054 285 870 240 184 72 80 54 265 154 149
Health workers, except nui 311 Q30 266 619 222 305 130 934 91 3N 26 7N 17 563 44 41|
Teachers, elementary ond seco 179 735 1 386 218 1 066 358 342 728 522 &30 168 408 161 a1 A0 517
Techricians, except heolth 105 473 84 934 68 956 34 729 a4 227 9 356 6 624 20 537
Other professional workers I 529 330 1302 552 1 089 264 626 829 462 437 129 974 a3 12 226 778
Managers and adminisirators, 1 055 381 827 244 655 988 347 342 288 646 23 808 77 468 228 117
Soles workers | 2 140 994 1 753 201 1 409 099 720 679 488 420 189 567 154 515 382 192
Retoll trade 1781 933 1 448 433 1148 473 383 261 365 417 144 083 135 477 333 500
Other than retoil frode . 359 041 304 748 260 426 137 418 123 008 29 504 15 838 54 293
Clericol ond kindred workers. 10 104 508 8 463 339 7139 909 3 943 079 3 196 830 757 262 566 148 1 64] 169
Bookkeepers ... . . _ 125810 993 409 786 668 416 532 370 136 109 484 97 257 264 702
Secretaries, stenogrophers, 3 478 520 3131135 2 478 348 1 434 199 1 244 149 262 532 190 255 547 385
Other clegical workers, .__ Sler8rrl 4308 795 347489 2 92 348 ) 582 545 365 246 278 656 029 082
Craftsmen, faremen, and kindre 52 147 387 0s8 304 652 174 730 129 922 44 039 38 348 134 089
Operatives, except transport .___ 4 014 214 8
Durable goods monufacturing . 1 302 §56 : ;.Z)S 2?3 ? ;zg ggg ! ?133 8(5}3 gg; ggg ?8"! Zgz 33; )222 k 332 g;g
Nondyrable goods manufocturing . 2 008 948 1267 124 oM 790 573 725 328 045 175 268 190 D4 241 844
Nonmanufacturing indusries . 702 490 556 059 443 662 288 320 155 342 42 407 49 990 146 831
Tronsport squipment operatives 132 052 79 845 63 441 27 953 35 508 8179 B 205 53 07
Laborers, except form __,__. 283 108 194 828 !
48 387  oat 57 386 24 303 22 138 88 280
:orme'rs ond farm manogers . 71 184 i1 186 8 248 4477 3 1184 | 754 59 998
orm labarers and form foreme: 154 p39 46 941 25 472 12 957 12 515 9 165 12 204 167 118
Service workers, 1] h
Cleaningservice a4 B Cam rme e W B e
00d service workers .., _ V909 8791 3 399 a20] 026 701
Fealth seryite s 575010 451 691 198 143 174 976 510 059
Personar o workers. TORSIl WSl szem e s on 103 209 88 282 239 125
748 985 604 169 487 822 7
Protectne seruin el o> 48 % % 169 82 67150 200 472 25 9% & 375 164 815
Private household workers . ... 1113 %09 822 878 ;3 e 2 o e p 30 s 51
- 194 385 421 983 172 382 123 778 104 735 291 o1
EMPLOYED PERSONS 14 AND 15 YEARS OLD
Soles wnrr;;: f:; g:: 370 161 282 I 137 713 144 598 44 733 4% 117 144 750
Other white-collar warker 32 250 128 595 1 727 45 305 56 422 16 2N 10 597 18 944
Blue-collor workers . 162 273 26 390 21 314 11965 ? 349 2 823 2 253
Form waorkers ... - o 113 428 83 375 43 741 39 &34 14 324 15 677 A8 945
Service warkers, inciuging p s 28 9“7 32; 5100 2 103 2 997 193 2 845 47 077
- 70 795 34 599 38 196 1327 9 745 23 690
. 240 282 172 487 127 3
White-collar worke, 41 62 555 64 706
Blue-color warkers . ¢8 786 54 722 43 483 2 925 20 548 5 3?8 5 3% T SZi
farm workers 24 214 16 926 1222 7 003 5218 2 371 2 31 7 288
Service workers, & SR 2018 1 st 498 603 389 576 6122
Private household workery ..o o a5 35 416 17 690 17 72 7 610 B 866 21 992
35 0% 14 419 20 41 4 784 4 255 17 329
Yincludes ollocoteq tases nat shown separately.
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