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(The data presented here are extracted from table 103 of Final Report PC(1)-C1, General Social and
Economic Characteristics, United States Summary, which contains additional summary information
on employment and other characteristics as well as more detailed technical explanations)

The 1970 census shows that over one-fourth of the employed population 16 years old
and over in this country worked for manufacturing concerns, Of the 12 major industrial
groups, manufacturing with 19.8 million accounted for the greatest employment,
outstripping by 4.5 million the next highest group, wholesale and retail trade, which
accounted for 15.3 million or 20 percent.

The third significant industrial source of employment was professional and related
services, which employed 18 percent of the total employed population. Within this group,
employment in elementary and secondary schools was nearly 6 million and in hospitals,
employment totaled 2.7 million. Each of these two categories exceeded the employment
in one of the largest components of the manufacturing industry, the motor vehicles and
transportation equipment industry, with an employment of 2.1 million.

A number of smatler industries comprised the remaining 36 percent, none of which
employed more than 7 percent of the total. Among these were transportation,
communications, and other public utilities with 7 percent; construction, 6 percent; and
agriculture, forestry,and fisheries, 4 percent. Mining, and entertainment and recreation
services formed the least significant areas with less than 1 percent each,
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Manufacturing was the most important industry in
terms of employment in all residential areas. Among
areas, the rural area represented the highest propor-
tion (28 percent} of the working population
employed in manufacturing. The lowest percentage
(24 percent) was found in central cities.

In rural areas, persans working in agriculture,
forestry, and fisheries accounted for 12 percent of
employment. This was only the fourth most sig-
nificant source of employment with manufacturing (28
percent), wholesale and retail trade (17 percent}, and
professional and related services {14 percent) each
employing a higher proportion.

Manufacturing was more important as a source of
employment for males (30 percent) than for females.
However, females were more dominant in wholesale
and retail trade (22 percent} and professional and
related services (30 percent). Higher proportions of
males than females were found in construction (9
percent), transportation, commulnications, and other
pubtic utilities (9 percent), and agriculture, forestry,
and fisheries {b percent).

In rural areas, manufacturing provided work for 29
percent of the males. Agriculture, forestry, and
fisheries was the second largest area of employment
with 16 percent. Wholesale and retail trade (15
percent) and construction (11 percent) were the two
other important sources of employment.

The above data on industry are based on the 20-
percent sample,

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE

The urban population comprises all persons living in
urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, the
urban population consists of all persons in (a) places
of 2,600 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities,
villages, boroughs, and towns with certain exceptions;
{b) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more; and‘ {c) other fterritory, incorporated or
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. The
population not classified as urban constitutes rural
population.

URBANIZED AREAS

An urbanized area generally contains at least one city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more and includes that
portion of the surrounding territory, whether
incorporated or unincorporated, which meets speci-
fied criteria relating to population density. This sur-
rounding territory is designated as the "‘urban fringe,”

REFERENCE WEEK

Data on employment status refer to the calendar
week prior to the date on which respondents com-
pleted their questionnaires or were interviewed by
enumerators. Since the week of enumeration was not
the same for all persons, the reference week for
employment data is not entirely uniform.

EMPLOYED

Employed persons comprise all civilians 16 years old
and over {occasionally also persons 14 and 15 years
old) who were either {a) “‘at work’—those who did
any work at all as paid employees or in their own
business or profession, or on their own farm, or who
worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers on a
family farm or in a family business; or (b) were "with
a job but not at work”—those who did not work
during the reference week but had jobs or businesses
from which they were temporarily absent due to
iliness, bad weather, industrial dispute, vacation, or
other personal reasons. Excluded from the employed
are persons whose only activity consisted of work
around the house or volunteer work for religious,
charitable, and similar organizations.

INDUSTRY

For employed persons the data on industry refer to
the job held during the reference week. For persons
employed at two or more jobs, the data refer to the
job at which the person worked the greatest number of
hours. The industry statistics presented here are based
on the detailed systems developed for the 1970
census; see 1970 Census of Population, Classified
Index of Industries and Occupations, US.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.. 1971,



The 12 major industry groups are listed below with
their component categories:

Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries
Mining
Construction
Manufacturing!
Transportation, communications, and other public
utilities
Railroads and railway express service
Trucking service and warehousing
Other transportation
Communications
Utilities and sanitary services
Wholesale and retail trade
Wholesale trade
Food, bakery, and dairy stores
Eating and drinking places
General merchandise retailing

lComponents are shown in table,

Motor vehicles retailing and service stations
Other retail trade
Finance, insurance, and real estate
Banking and credit agencies
Insurance, real estate, and other finance
Business and repair services
Business services
Repair services
Personal services
Private households
Other personal services
Entertainment and recreation services
Professional and related services
Hospitals
Health services, except hospitals
Efementary and secondary schools and colleges
Other education and kindred services
Welfare, religious, and nonprofit membership
organizations
Legal, engineering, and miscellaneous pro-
fessional services
Public administration
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