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Approximately two-thirds of the men who were 16 years old and over in Agprli 1970 qnd
who worked during 1969 were year-round workers (50 to 52 weeks). Fér+nen in the age
L groun 25 to 64 years old, over three-quarters (78 percent) worked 50 to 52 weeks,

Among working women 16 years old and over, 44 percent worked 50 to 52 weeks in
1969. The work experience of women is considerably influenced by thelr household
duties and the presence of children. For women 16 to 39 years old, that is, those more
involved in childrearing, only 36 percent worked 50 to 52 weeks in 1968, An
) approximately equal proportion of these women worked 26 weelks or less during 1969,
However, among working women 40 to 59 years old, sbout 56 percent worked year
round and only 17 percent worked one-half year or less.

The influence of children on the work patterns of women is further evidenced by the
E following changes in labor force participation over a B-year period. There were
approximately 5.3 million women 16 to 44 years old in 1985, who had no children
under 5 years old at that time, but who did have children of preschool age in 1970. Of
these women, 2.4 million had been working in 1985, but by 1970 1.6 million or nearly
two-thirds were not working. Among women in the same age group who were working in
1965 and who did not have preschoo! children in either 1965 or 1970, over 80 percent
were also working in 1970. Another interesting effect can be seen for women in this age
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group who did have preschool children in 1965 and
who were not working at that time. Specifically,
among the women who had no further children be-
tween 1965 and 1970, over 30 percent had begun
working by 1970.

Of the 76.6 million employed persons, 76 percent
were private wage and salary workers. Self-employed
workers accounted for about 8 percent of the
employed. Less than one percent were involved in
unpaid family work in a family farm or business. The
remaining 16 percent or a total of 12.3 million
workers were in government service. These govern-
ment workers consisted of 3.3 million Federal, 3.0
million State, and 6.0 million local government
employees. Local government employment, which is
nearly twice that of either Federal or State, has a
large number of persons employed as teachers,
policemen, and firemen.

For all geographic areas, the distribution of men
and women by class of worker was similar to that of
the total employed, with the exception of
self-employed men who were concentrated in rural
areas. Although 7.5 percent of men employed in
urban areas were self-employed, 18 percent of the
employed men in rural areas were self-employed. This
is heavily influenced by the fact that of all self-
employed men 28 percent are agricultural workers
and 90 percent of these reside in rural areas,

The 1.8 million experienced unemployed men
were distributed by their last occupation as follows:
10 percent were professional and managerial workers,
24 percent were craftsmen, 26 percent were opera-
tives, and 16 percent were laborers, except farm. The
remaining 23 percent were sales, clerical, farm, and
service workers, :

Experienced unemployed women were concentra-
ted among the following: 8 percent professional and
managerial workers, 7 percent sales workers, 25
percent clerical workers, 28 percent operatives, and
17 percent serivce workers, except private household.

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE

The urban population comprises all persons living in
urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or

more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, the
urban population consists of all persons in {a} places
of 2,600 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities,
villages, boroughs, and towns with certain exceptions;
(b) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more; and {c) other territory, incorporated or unin-
corporated, included in urbanized areas. The popula
tion not classified as urban constitutes rural popula-
tion.

URBANIZED AREAS

An urbanized area generally contains at least one city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more and includes that
portion of the surrounding territory, whether incor-
porated or unincorporated, which meets specified
criteria relating to population density. This surround-
ing territory is designated as the “urban fringe.”

REFERENCE WEEK

Data on employment status refer to the calendar
week prior to the date on which respondents com-
pleted their questionnaires or were interviewed by
enumerators. Since the week of enumeration was not
the same for all persons, the reference week for
employment data is not entirely uniform.

EMPLOYED

Employed persons comprise all civilians 16 years old
and over (occasionally also persons 14 and 15 years
old) who were either {a) “‘at work"—those who did
any work at all as paid employees or in their own
business or profession, or on their own farm, or who
worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers on a
family farm or in a family business; or (b) were "with
a job, but not at work”—those who did not work
during the reference week but had jobs or businesses
from which they were temporarily absent due to
illness, bad weather, industrial dispute, vacation, o
other personal reasons. Excluded from the employed
are persons whose only activity consisted of work
around the house or volunteer work for religious,
charitable, and similar organizations.

UNEMPLOYED

Persons are classified as unemployed if they were
civilians 16 years old and over and: (a) were neither



“at work”' nor “with a job, but not at work’' during
the reference week, {b) were looking for work during
the past 4 weeks, and {c) were available to accept a
job.

Also included as unemployed are persons who did not
work at all during the reference week and were
waiting to be called back to a job from which they
had been laid off.

EXPERIENCED UNEMPLOYED

Unemployed persons who have worked at any time in
the past are classified as the '‘experienced unem-
ployed,”

WEEKS WORKED IN 1969

Data on weeks worked pertain to the number of
weeks during 1969 in which a person did any work
for pay or profit {including paid vacation and sick
leave) or worked without pay on a family farm or in a
family business. Weeks of active service in the Armed
Forces are also included.

OCCUPATION

For the unemployed with work experience these data
refer to the last job the person held. The occupation
statistics presented here are based on the detailed
systems developed for the 1970 census: see 1970
Census of Population, Classified Index of Industries
and Qccupations, U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C, 1971,

CLASS OF WORKER

The information on class of worker refers to the same
job as the information on occupation and industry.
These are the class-of-worker categories:

1. Wage and salary workers are persons who work for
an employer for wages, salary, commission, tips,
pay-inkind, or pay at piece rates. This category

may be subdivided into government or private.
Government workers include employees of any
Federal, State, or local governmental unit, regard-
less of the activity of the particular agency.

2. Self-employed workers are those who work for
profit or fees in their own unincorporated
business, profession, or trade, or who operate a
farm.

3. Unpaid family workers are persons working with-
out pay in a business operated by a person to
whom they are related by blood, marriage, or
adoption.

ACTIVITY FIVE YEARS AGO

A person is classified as a “worker in 1965 if he
answered ‘“yes'’ to either (a) working or (b) in the
Armed Forces, All other persons are classified as
nonworkers in 1965. The number of workers in 1965
may be understated, since there is a tendency for
respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of
employment.

MEDIAN, SAMPLE SI1ZE, AND DERIVED FIGURES

The median, which is a type of average, is the middle
value in a distribution; i.e., the median divides the
distribution into two equal parts--one-half of the cases
fall below the median and one-half of the cases
exceed the median,

The data on activity 5 years ago are based on the
16-percent sample. Those for other subjects are based
on the 20-percent sample. Derived figures such as
percents, medians, means as well as certain rates or
ratios are not presented (but indicated by three dots
“..."") if the base is smaller than the minimum number
prescribed for the sample on which the figures are
based. The minimum bases are 100 (persons, families,
or households) for the 20-percent sample, 132 for the
15-percent, and 400 for the 5-percent,
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