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(The data presented here are extracted from table 260 of Final Report PC{1}-D1, Detailed
Characteristics, United States Summary, which contains additional information on the low-income
population as well as more detailed technical explanations.)

In 1969, approximately one-third of the 5.5 million low-income families in the United
States were headed by a female, compared to one-twelfth of the families above the
low-income level. Of all families with a female head, 32,5 percent were below the
low-income level in contrast to only 8.1 percent of those with a man as a head.

Families with female heads who were widows were less likely to fall below the
low-income level than those with other female heads (these include divorced, separated,
or never married women), The poverty rate for widowed families was 24.5 percent,
compared to 38,1 percent for nonwidowed famities. Widowed families comprised about
one-third of ail families below the low-income level headed by a female,

The presence of children is an important factor in the poverty status of families
headed by a woman, In 1969, 83.3 percent of the low-income families headed by a
woman had related children under 18 years as compared to 52.6 percent for all other
families headed by a woman. The poverty rate for families with a female head without
children present was 14.5 percent, about one-third the rate for similar families with
children {43.3 percent). For families with a male head, the poverty rate was about 8
percent, regardless of the presence of children.

For sale by the Superintendent of Docurments, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.
20402, and U.8. Department of Cornmerce District Offices. Price 30 cents domestic postpaid or
20 cents G.P.O. Bookstore.



Families above the low-income level tend to have
fewer related children under 18 years (2.3 on the
average) than those below the low-income level (3.0
on the average). The chances of a family falling below
the low-income leve! is greater as the number of
children increases. The poverty rates ranged from 8.7
percent for families with one child to 34.7 percent
for families with six or more children.

Poverty status also differs by age of head. About
one-fourth of all low-income families were headed by
persons 65 years and over, compared to one-eighth
for all families above the low-income level., The
poverty rate for aged families was 19.2 percent,
compared to 10.7 percent for all families. Aged heads
were more prevalent among low-income families with
a male head than among those with a female head
(30.2 percent and 13.4 percent, respectively). Among
male family heads, the aged had the highest poverty
rates while for female heads those under 25 years old
were most likely to be below the low-income level.
These rates were 18.5 percent and 56.3 percent,
respectively.

Families headed by Negroes or persons of Spanish
heritage tend to be overrepresented in the poverty
ranks, Thirty percent of all Negro families were in
this category in 1969, compared to 8.6 percent of all
white families, Negro families represented 9.5 percent
of all families, but 26,6 percent of the families below
the low-income level. Families of Spanish heritage
comprised 4.0 percent of all families, compared to
7.6 percent of all low-income families. Among
Spanish families, two out of ten were below the
low-income level in comparison to one out of ten for
non-Spanish families,

Negro families were more likely to be headed by a
female than white families, regardless of poverty
status, Approximately two out of four low-income
Negro families were headed by a woman, compared
to one out of four low-income white families. The
comparable figures for families above the low-income
level were 18.4 percent for Negro families and 7.3
percent for white families, Low-income Spanish
families were just as likely to be headed by a woman
as non-Spanish families (the proportion was about
one-third).

Negro family heads below the low-income level
tended to be younger than similar white family heads.

About 17 percent of low-income Negro family heads
were over 65 years old, compared to 27.8 percent of
white family heads. The proportion of low-income
Spanish family heads who were aged was lower than
that of non-Spanish heads, 10.6 percent and 25.9
percent, respectively.

Age.—The age classification is based on the age of the
person as of April 1, 1970, and was determined from
the reply to questions on age and on month and year
of birth.

Race.—Data are shown for two racial categories,
white and Negro. The category '‘white” includes
persons who indicated their race as white, as well as
persons who did not classify themselves in one of the
specific race categories on the questionnaire but
entered Mexican, Puerto Rican, or a response sug-
gesting Indo-European stock. The category “Negro”
includes persons who indicated their race as Negro or
Black, as well as persons who did not classify
themselves in one of the specific race categories on
the questionnaire but who had such entries as
Jamaican, Trinidadian, West Indian, Haitian, and
Ethiopian.

The classification by race shown for families refers
to the race of the head of the family.

Spanish heritage.—The term “Spanish heritage"
relates to statistics based on the 15-percent sample.
The population of Spanish heritage is composed of
population groups identified in various ways in
different parts of the country, using information
derived from the 15-percent sample. In 42 States and
the District of Columbia, this population is identified
as “persons of Spanish language”; in five South-
western States, as “‘persons of Spanish language or
Spanish surname'’; and in the three Middle Atlantic
States, as "'persons of Puerto Rican birth or parent-

"

age.

Family.—According to 1970 census definitions, a
family consists of a household head and one or more
other persons living in the same household who are
related to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption;
all persons in a household who are related to the head
are regarded as members of his (her) family.



Related children.—"’Refated children” in a family
include all persons under 18 relgted to the head
except “wife of head.” The “mean number of related
children'" is derived by dividing the total number of
related of the specified age in families by the number
of families having children of that age.

Poverty status in 1969.—Families and unrelated indi-
viduals are classified as being above or below the
poverty level, using the poverty index adopted by a
Federal Interagency Committee in 1969, This index
provides a range of income cutoffs or “poverty
thresholds’’ adjusted to take into account such
factors as family size, sex and age of the family head,
the number of children, and farm-nonfarm residence,
The poverty cutoffs for farm families have been set at
85 percent of the nonfarm fevels. These income
cutoffs are updated every year 1o reflect the changes
in the Consumer Price Index. The average poverty
threshold for a nonfarm family of four was $3,743 in
1969. For a detailed explanation of the poverty
definition, see Current Population Reports, Series
P-23, No. 28, ""Revisions in Poverty Statistics, 1959
to 1968,"

Income deficit.~The “income deficit” is the differ-
ence between the total income of families below the

poverty level and thelr respective poverty thresholds,
In computing the income deficit, families reporting a
net income loss are assigned zero dollars, and for such
cases the income deficit is equal to the poverty
threshold. The aggregate income deficit provides an
gstimate of the amount of money which would be
required to raise the incomes of all poor families to
thelr respective thresholds at the poverty fevel. The
mean income deficit is the amount obtained by
dividing the aggregate income deficit of a group
below the poverty level by the number of familiss in
that group.

SAMPLE SIZE, DERIVED FIGURES, AND
SYMBOLS

Data for poverty status are based on the 20-percent
sample except those showing characteristics for
famities of Spanish heritage which are based on the
15-percent sample.

Derived figures such as percents, means, as well
certain rates or ratios are not presented (but indicated
by three dots *..' if the base is smaller than the
minimum number prescribed for the sample on which
the figures are based}, The minimum bases are 100
for the 20-percent sample and 132 for the 15-percent.

Three dots *..."" also mean not applicable,
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