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(The data presented here are extracted from tables 239, 240, and 241 of Final Report PC(1)-D1,
Detailed Characteristics, United States Summary, which contains additional information on
employment, industrial and occupational distributions, and other characteristics as well as more
detailed technical explanations)

At the time of the 1970 census the median age of employed men was 40.2 years
and for women it was one vyear less. Industries with some of the highest
median ages for employed men included private households (49.5 years),
railroads and railway express service (47.3 years), agriculture (46.3 years),
street railways and bus lines (45.8 years), and water transportation (45.0
years). With 2.4 million men employed, agriculture was the largest industry
with a median age of 45.0 years or more.

Industries employing relatively young men, under 35 years of age on the
average, included several in the major industry group, retail trade. Men
working in gasoline service stations had the lowest median age (29.8 years),
followed by those in food stores (31.3 years), eating and drinking places (32.7
years), and general merchandise stores (33.7 years). Outside of the retail
trade industry group, there were two industries in which men had a median
age of less than 35 years--private educational services (34.1 years) and office,
accounting, and computing machine manufacturing (34.2 years).

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.
20402, and U.S. Department of Commerce District Offices. Price 30 cents domestic postpaid or
20 cents G.P.O. Bookstore.



As it was for men, the highest median age
for employed women was for those employed in
the private household industry. Their median
age was 50,2 years, or (.7 years older than for
men in that industry. Within the major industry
group, personal services, there were two other
industries in which employed women also had
high median ages. Thesewere laundry, cleaning,
and other garment services (44.5 years) and
hotels and lodging places (43.8 years).

There were only two industries in which the
median age of employed women was less than
30 years. These were air transportation
(27.0 years) and communications (29.7 years).

Men working in two major industry groups,
finance, insurance, and real estate and profes-
sional and related services, earned more onthe
average than men inother major industry groups.
The median earnings in 1969 for these major
groups were $9,914 and $9,190, respectively,
compared to median earnings of $8,517 for all
men, At $10,768, the insurance industry hadthe
highest median in its major group. The industry
“other professional services” had a median of
$12,353 which was the highest inits major group.
This industry includes accounting, legal, engi-
neering, andarchitectural services. All median
earnings figures cited are for 1969 and relate
to persons who worked 50 to 52 weeks in 1969.
Two other major groups had relatively high
median earnings: public administration ($9,002)
and transportation, communications, and other
public utilities ($8,949), Although the major
group business and repair services had a median
of $8,149, which was slightly below the national
average, two industries within the major group
were among those with the highest median
earnings. These industries were advertising
($12,636) and commercial research, manage-
ment, and programming services($12,192),

The median earnings for the major group
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries was the
lowest of all major groups at $4,893; over 96
percent of the employment in that major group
is accounted for by the agriculture industry
for which the median earnings was $4,817. The
major industry group with the second lowest
median ($6,374) was personal services.

The median earnings for women were con-
sistently lower than those for men, In 1969,
the median earnings for women was $4,715 as
compared with $8,517 for men.

Women in the public administration industry
had the highest median earnings of any of the
12 major groups ($6,169). Two ofthe industries
in that major group, Federal publicadministra-
tion ($6,720) and postal service ($6,612), were
among-the industries with high median earnings.
Othet industries with high tnedian earnings in
1969 included aircraft and parts manufacturing
($6,865), motor vehicles and motor vehicle
equipment manufacturing ($6,763), and air trans-
portation ($6,660), Although median earnings
for the professional and related services major
industry group were but $5,050, over one-half
of the 1 million women who earned more than
$10,000 in 1969 were employed in industries
comprising that major group. A majority of
these women with high earnings were working in
educational services.

Among major industry groups, the median
earnings for women were lowest for personal
services ($2,611). Women in the private house-
hold industry, which employed about 40 percent
of all women in personal services, had the
lowest median earnings of any industry ($1,488),
However, the median earnings for womenforall
industries in this major group were relatively
low.

EMPLOYED

Employed persons comprise all civilians 16
years old and over who were either (a) “at
work”~-those who did any work at all as paid
employees or in their own business or pro-
fession, or on their own farm, or who worked
15 hours or more as unpaid workersona family
farm or in a family business; or (b) “with a job,
but not at work”--those who did not work during
the reference week, but had jobs or businesses
from which they were temporarily absent due
to illness, bad weather, industrial dispute,
vacation, or other personal reasons, Excluded
from the employed are members of the Armed
Forces and civilians whose only activity
consisted of work around the house or volunteer
work for religious, charitable, and similar
organizations.

INDUSTRY

For employed persons the data on industry refer
to the job held during the reference week. For
persons employed at two or more jobs, the data
refer to the job at which the person worked the
greatest number of hours, The industry sta-



tistics presented here are based on the detailed
system developed for the 1970 census; see 1970
Census of DPopulation, Classified Index of In-
dustries and Occupations, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C,, 1971.

EARNINGS

Farnings are wage and salary income received
for work performed as an employee or self-
employment income, The median earnings figure
is that which divides the distribution into two
equal parts, one-half receiving higher earnings
and one-half receiving lower.

MEDIAN AGE

The median age is that age which divides the
distribution into two equal parts, one-half being
older than the median age and one-half younger,

SPANISH HERITAGE
In the State reports, the definition of Spanish

heritage was as follows: In 42 States and the
District of Columbia, it referred to “Persons

of Spanish language;” infive Southwestern States,
“Persons of Spanish language or Spanish sur-
name;” and in the three Middle Atlantic States,
“Persons of Puerto Rican birth or parentage.”
Persons of Spanish language comprise persons of
Spanish mother tongue (i.e., the language spoken
in the person’s home when he was a child) and
all other persons in families in which the head
or wife reported Spanish as his or her mother
tongue. SeeSeries PC(S1)-30 for a moredetailed
description of the several criteria uscd to
identify the population of Spanish heritage,

SAMPLE SIZE

Data for total and Negro are based on a 20-
percent sample, those tor persons of Spanish
heritage on a 15-percent sample, Adescription
of the sample design and information onsampling
variability appears inthe ["inal Report I'C(1)-D1,
United States Summary,

SYMBOLS

A dash “-” signifies zero.
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