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Census Questionnaire Content, 1990 CQC-2 

We asked ... 

You told us 

Household 

Relationshio

Please fill one column + 
for each person Usted In 
Question la on page 1. 

2. How Is this person related 
to PERSON I? 

PERSON 1 
_,name 

first name 

Bureau of the Census 

The Census Bureau conducts a census of population 
and housing eve,y JO years. This bulletin is one of a 
se,ies that shows the questions asked in rhe 1990 census 
and the answers that you, the Ame1ican people, gave. 
Each bulletin focuses on a question or group of ques­
tions appearing on the 1990 census questionnaires. 

PERSON 2 
Last name 

( 

\ 
Mkldl• Initial first name Middle Initial) 

If a RELA TJVE of Person 1: 

0 Husband/wife 0 Brother/ sister 
Fill ONE circle for each person. START in this column with the household 0 Natural-born 0 Fat her/ mother 

member (or one of the members) In whose name or adopted 0 Grandchild 
If Other relatlveof person in column 1. the home is owned, being bought, or rented. son/ daughter () 

r
h_er reJ.a_li-.,_'!_::-J

{ 
fill circle and print exact relationship, such 

-.! Stepson/ 
as mother-in-law, grandparent, son-in-law, If there is no such person, start in this column with stepdaughter 
niece, cousin, and so on. any adult household member. 

---- - ------- - .. -----------) 

If NOT RELATED to Person 1 

:) Roomer, boarder, 0 Unmarried 
or foster child partner 

< ! Housemate. 0 Other 
roommate nonrelative � 

In question 2 on the 1990 census forms, we asked people to tell us their relationship to "Person I." Person 1, 
called the householder, was the person (or one of the persons) in whose name the home was owned, being 
bought, or rented. One person in each household was designated as the householder, and any other persons 
in the household were classified by their relationship to the householder. 

The following table shows what you told us in replying to this question. 

Number 
'S us --y ) e 

Persons in households 242.0 100.0 
Householder (Person 1) 91.9 38.0 

If a REIATIVE of Person 1: 
Husband/wife 50.7 21.0 
Child 76.7 31.7 

Natural-born or adopted 
son/daughter 72.9 30.1 

Stepson/stepdaughter 3.8 1.6 
Brother/sister 2.6 1.1 
Father/mother 1.7 0.7 
Grandchild 4.2 1.7 
Other relative 3.4 1.4 

If NOT RELATED to Person 1: 
Roomer/boarder/foster child 1.6 0.7 
Housemate, roommate 4.1 1.7 

Other nonrelative 1 5.0 2.1 
11ncludes "Unmarried partner," not shown separately. 

■ In 1990, the Nation had nearly 92 million households, about
12 million more than in 1980 and about 28 million more than in
1970. A household, as defined by the Census Bureau, consists of
one or more persons who occupy separate living quarters. Separate
living quarters are those that have a separate entrance and whose
occupants do not live and eat with any other persons in the
building. A house, an apartment, or even a single room, if occupied
as separate living quarters, is considered a household.

■ There are many different types of households. A
household can include related family members and
unrelated persons, such as boarders or foster children.
A person living alone, as well as a small group of
unrelated persons sharing a housing unit as room­
mates, also are counted as households.

■ As the table shows, about 91 percent of all household
members in 1990 were either the householder (38
percent), the child of the householder (32 percent),
or the householder's spouse (21 percent). Being
another relative of the householder or a nonrelative
was rare. For example, only about 1.7 percent of the
household population was a grandchild of the house­
holder and--even less common-fewer than 1 percent
were living in households as a roomer, boarder, or
foster child.

■ In 1990, 242 million persons, or 97 percent of the
total U.S. population, lived in households. However,
not all people live in households. Another 6.7 million
persons, or 3 percent, lived in group quarters such as
military barracks, college dormitories, and prisons.

Census Trivia: According to the 1990 census, which
State had the highest percentage of married-couple 
households? Which one had the lowest? (Answer 
on reverse.) 
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Changes in Household Composition . . .

From what you told us, we learned that the composition

of American households has changed dramatically since 1970.

* Although a majority of households in 1990 consisted of married

couple families, their share of all households has declined over

the last 20 years. As the bar chart shows, only 55 percent of all

households were married-couple families in 1990, compared

with 69 percent in 1970 and 60 percent in 1980.

* During the same period, there was an increase in the pro

portion of family households maintained by a woman, no

husband present. These families rose from 9 percent of

all households in 1970 to 12 percent in 1990.

- In addition, about 3 of every 10 households in 1990 consisted

of persons who were not related. The vast majority (82 percent)

of these households consisted of persons living alone. The rest

were persons living together who were not related to the house

holder, such as roommates or partners. In 1970, only 2 of every

10 households were nonfamily arrangements.

... And in Living Arrangements of Children

Your answers to item 2 also gave us information about the

diverse living arrangements of persons. The pie chart

shows the living arrangements of one group—children

under 18 years old—and how they have changed.

* About 70 percent of children under 18 years old lived

with two parents in 1990, a decline from 82 percent in

1970. These two parents were not always the biological

parents of the child; they might have been stepparents

or parents by adoption.

* With the rise in divorce, the proportion of children living

with only one parent almost doubled over the past two

decades, from 11 to 20 percent. About 4 of every 5

children living with one parent in 1990 lived with

their mother.

Percent of Children Living With Only One

Parent Has Grown

Living Arrangements of Children

Under 18: 1970 and 1990

T- Mother only

Father only
1%

Two parents

Mother only

Father only
3%

Other

Two parents
-

-
-

1990 º --

Percent of Married-Couple Families Has Decreased

Since 1970

Households, by Type: 1970-1990

69% 60% 55% – Mºcouple

Other families,

female householder

3%o 3% Other families,

male householder

2%

º Nonfamilies

1970 1980 1990

63 million 80 million 92 million

Who Uses This Information?

Information about the size and composition of households is

important to—just a few examples:

- Public and private social service agencies as they provide

programs supporting families and children

- Manufacturers of television sets, washing machines,

and home furnishings as they develop and market

their product lines

- Architects, contractors, and real estate firms as they design,

build, and sell houses and apartments

- Public utilities (gas, water, and electricity) and telephone

companies as they forecast the demand for future services

Trivia Answer: About 65 percent of the households in Utah

consisted of married-couple families in 1990, the highest

of any State. New York had the lowest, with 50 percent.

Want to Know More?

Consult the series of 1990 census reports, CPH-1, Summary

Population and Housing Characteristics; and CP-1, General

Population Characteristics, at a large public or university library.

Also for sale by Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Govern

ment Printing Office (GPO).

If you want to know more, call:

- Customer Services at the Census Bureau, 301-763-4100, for

ordering information from the GPO for the reports listed

above OR for copies of CQC bulletins

- Karen Mills, 301-763-4263, for more information on

CQC bulletins

- Population Division, 301-763-7987, for more information

on household relationship
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