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Census Questionnaire Content, 1990 CQC—4 Bureau of the Census

We asked...

You told us

 

Race
 

  

The Census Bureau conducts a census ofpopulation and housing

every I0 years. This bulletin is one of a series that shows the

questions asked in the 1990 census and the answers that you, the

American people, gave. Each bulletin focuses on a question or

group of questions appearing on the 1990 census questionnaires.

In question 4 on the 1990 census forms, we asked people

to report the race with which they most closely identified.

From what you told us, we learned that:

I Between 1980 and 1990, the racial diversity of the United

States became more pronounced as a result of the more

rapid growth among most racial groups. The rate of increase

during the decade for each of the following groups—Blacks (13

percent); American Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts (38 percent);

and Asians and Pacific Islanders (108 percent)—exceeded the rate

of increase for Whites (6 percent). Percent Distribution of

I Consequently, as the chart to the right shows, each racial group Egaliggg by Race:

except White constituted a larger share of the total population in 1980

. . . . 1990
1990 than m 1980. Despite this general shift, about 8 of every 10 (In Pcrceni)

US. residents in 1990 were White.

  

 

. 83.1
I The proportion of the population marking the ”Other race” Whlte 80,3

category also increased over the decade, from 3.0 to 3.9 percent.

This category includes persons not included in one of the specific Black

race categories listed in question 4. Persons marking this category American Indian

and writing in an entry such as a multiracial designation or a Eskimo, and MW;

Hispanic origin group (for example, Mexican, Cuban, or Puerto

Rican) are included here. In 1990, about 97 percent of the Asian and

persons marking the “Other race” category were Hispanic.1 Pacific Islander

(Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.)

I More than three-fourths of the White, Black, and

Asian and Pacific Islander populations lived in

metropolitan areas2 in 1990. Asians and Pacific

Islanders were the most likely to be metropolitan

dwellers (94 percent). In contrast, the American

Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut population was about

as likely to live in nonmetro areas (49 percent) as

in metro areas (51 percent).

Other race

   

 

Metropolitan — Nonmetropolitan

Residence by Race: 1990

 

Census Trivia: According to the h, Metro

1990 census, which State had (In Pacer") fa Nonmetfo

the highest percent increase in , ‘

its Asian and Pacific Islander A" Faces ‘

population between 1980 and

1990? (Answer on back page.) white

1Information on Hispanics is Black '25 *

collected from question 7. (See

CQC-7, Hispanic Origin.) American Indiany ‘* ‘

2Generally, a metropolitan area ESkimQ and Alel"

consists of a sizable city and its Asian and

suburbs, with a total population Pacific Islander

   

of at least 100,000.
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