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The population estimation program to update population counts for all levels of geography in the nation will be very critical in the next decade.  The TIGER provides the ability to assign individual addresses to geographic area codes for tabulating census results.  With TIGER, the new housing unit addresses also can be coded to all geographic areas.  By incorporating the American Community Survey results and annual survey of group quarter populations, the Housing Unit Method will be able to produce the estimates for all levels of geography.  Although the technology today allows us to link data on population to geography, it is necessary to continuously update the Master Address File (MAF) in order to geocode the new addresses properly.  This paper explores the possibility of developing a National Accounting of Address and Housing Inventory based on the Census Bureau’s existing efforts in developing Census Address List for Census 2000 and local agencies’ experiences in the Local Update of Census Address (LUCA).  It is proposed to Enhance Address Gathering for Local Estimates (EAGLE) to carry the population estimates program to the next century. 


The primary data source for updating the MAF is the address level data of new housing units authorized by building permits, which provide address information ahead of any sources. The process of updating MAF involves geocoding and TIGER line file update -- the same process the Census Bureau currently uses to update address list for  the 2000 Census.   Since the information of addresses and housing units is very localized, it is proposed to incorporate the state and local efforts under the Federal-State Cooperative Program for data collection and MAF/TIGER update.


It is argued that the marginal cost of continuously updating of MAF will not exceed the one time update of address list just prior to the census.  The National Accounting of Address and Housing Inventory not only provides the baseline information for post-censal population estimates, but also supports many Census Bureau’s operation in the census, sample surveys, and geocoding of federal administrative records data systems. The benefit of updating MAF is endless. The TIGER has done the ground work to provide a power tool for linking data to geography. Now it is time for EAGLE in the National Accounting of Address and Housing Inventory to carry out the Census Bureau’s missions further in the 21st century.

