Session A

Testing a
“Middle Eastern or North African”
Category on the
2015 National Content Test

Nicholas Jones
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1997 Race and Ethnicity Standards

U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
defines White as:

A person having origins in any of the
original peoples of

» Europe
 Middle East
e North Africa
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: http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/fedreg_1997standards
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How Did We Get Here?

1997 OMB standards recommended further research
on how to improve data on Arabs/Middle Easterners

Major findings from the Census Bureau’s 2010
Alternative Questionnaire Experiment showed that
many respondents saw the use of “Egyptian” and
“Lebanese” examples for the White category as
inaccurate and recommended a separate Middle
Eastern or North African category

Arab American Institute and 25 organizations and
researchers sent a formal request for the new
category

Census Bureau engaged and consulted with external
stakeholders
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Activities in the Past Year

Census Bureau National Advisory Committee on
Racial, Ethnic, and Other Populations recommended
testing a separate category (Summer 2014)

Federal Register Notice on 2015 National Content
Test (NCT) plans solicited public comment on new
category (Winter 2014)

Researched how various federal agencies,
universities, and research organizations classify the
region to develop a working definition for the category
(Fall 2014 - Spring 2015)

Planned Middle Eastern and North African expert
g pring 2015)
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Public Comments on the 2015 NCT

Federal Register Notice (FRN)

Notice for public comment published in the
Federal Register on December 2, 2014

Census Bureau alerted members of National
Advisory Committee and hundreds of other
stakeholders, advisors, and community leaders
to the release of the FRN

Shared message during public briefings

Helped elicit public comments on 2015 NCT
research plans
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Federal Register Notice on 2015 NCT

Presented overall objectives for the 2015 NCT

Described major research dimensions for 2020
Census content (race and ethnicity, relationship,
and within-household coverage)

Requested public feedback on research plans

All comments were reviewed and addressed
in submission of 2015 NCT testing plans for
U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

Responses to comments will be made public

United States” ‘ us.
c Ecor
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Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
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Responses to
2015 NCT FRN...
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4,550 13,116 58
submissions comments topics

Comments on Testing a
Middle Eastern or North African Category

Received 4,509 submissions related to testing a
“Middle Eastern or North African” category
Submissions included 12,293 comments, covering 11 topics

* 4,473 comments expressed strong support for testing the
category; 15 comments did not support testing the category

» 3,727 comments expressed strong disagreement with the
classification of Middle Eastern or North African as “White”

» 3,301 comments advised that this population is racially
diverse

» 737 comments on which countries or ethnic groups to
include or exclude in this category
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Summary

Responses to public comments are under review
U.S. Office of Management and Budget will review

as part of clearance process for 2015 NCT
Responses will be made public later this year

Continuing to meet with stakeholders and advisors

Building strong foundation for the 2020 Census

Overview of the 2015 NCT

Test will take place in late Summer of 2015

Use a large nationally representative sample,
including Puerto Rico

Evaluate and compare different census content,
including race and Hispanic origin, relationship,
and within-household coverage

Refine estimates of national self response and Internet
response rates and continue testing different contact
strategies for optimizing self response

Conduct content reinterview that includes a subsample
of respondents, to measure accuracy of race/origin
and coverage
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Goals for Mid-Decade
Race and Hispanic Origin Research

Four Key Dimensions to Explore

» Separate questions vs. combined question

* “Middle Eastern or North African” category

» Instruction wording and terminology

* Web-based designs to improve question
understanding and optimize reporting of detailed
racial and ethnic groups
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Dimension 1: Separate Race and Hispanic
Origin vs. Combined Race and Hispanic Origin
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Dimension 2: New Category

8. What is Person 1s race of origin? 8. What is Person 1's race or ongin?
Mhark il bowns Tt aply AND

Mark [¥] one or more boxos AND print origins. ail boxos  print origing in e SPAces DO,
N, you miy e moms Fan ond group.
White — P\’mlfwmmpfs German, kish, English, Raiian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, sic. Whita - Frinl. for axample, German, ish, Engisn. Ballan, Pl
Franen, ok, ;-

Hispanic, Latina, o Spanish origin — Print, for exampis,
Mexican or Mexican American, Puierto Fican, Guban, Sakedorn, Hapanic, Lasino, oe $paniah oigln._ A

Black or African Am. — Print, for axample, African American,
Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, efe. Blok or Alrioan Am. - it fr exanyde, Afien Amerar

Somai, ek 5

Asian — Print for axampie, Chinese, rmpma Asian Inclan,

Asian - Print o masmpis, Chinese, Filping, Asian indian,
Vietnamese, Koreen, Japanese, efc Vietamass, Koroan, Japanese. efo. -

American indian or Alasks Native — Print nams of enroied or Amariean Indiars oe Alasks Wetlva - Fin. for exampe Hana
principal tibefs). for exampie, Navajo Nation, Bledkfeet Tribe. Nafry Backioe! Tre, Mayun, Aziec, Notve Voo o
Mayan, Aztec. Native Village of Bamaw hupiat Tradisonal ol
Gowemment, Noma Eskimo Community, e

Middie Eastern or Horth African - v, for o == Labanase,
Mative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander — Pm !ﬂrs:ampfs fraian, Egyptien, Synian, Morccmn, Alpedan, sh
Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamor, Tanga.

Mative Hawallan or Ofws Pacifia Islander - Pt for sxampio,
Nabv Hrwadan, S Chmer,
Marshaliess, pic

Soma olhar race or rigin - Fri ot of ogn. 2

Dimension 3: Instructions and Terms

Instruction Wording:
« Mark [X] one or more boxes.
« Mark all boxes that apply...
Note, you may report more than one group.

Alternatives for Terminology:
* “Race,” “Ethnicity,” “Origin”
» Which categories describe you?

cUm‘md States” artmont o| commm
stics Adm

ration

5/28/2015



5/28/2015

Dimension 4: Web-Based Designs

Initial Screen for Race and Ethnicity

\_'ﬂ|l:l|umorh| describe Person 17

Saleet al Banas Matanply Mo, poe may 54541 mism AN SR8 Qe

[ white
Fes anarrpie, Ghomas s, nghes. Ratan
Poleh, Franch, eic.

[] Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin
For asarrpim. Larcan 1 Lancen Amencas Poanp Rass
Cuban Sakadona Domncan, Cobmban, et

'
T ndircle, Alcen Ampvices, Jratcan, Hells
Hgaran. Em Garab aix

[ asian

Faranamoe. Choane. Figng, Avas Indan
Vatnmrmse Hovmes lecarmn st

[ American indian or Alaska Native

-Iﬂ Middie Easter or North African
Farauampie, Lananess, i ian, Egrpean
- .

[ Wative Havallan or Other Pacific Islandar
Far wsarrule. Halve Hameoan. Swesae Sharaer.
™

United States
C S

Dimension 4: Web-Based Designs
Subsequent Screens for Detailed Responses

Screen for
Middle Eastern or North African

Select all boxes that apply and/or enter
detailed ethnicities in the space below.

Help)
MIDDLE EASTERN OR NORTH AFRICAN

D Lebanese
[ rranian
D Egypfian
] Syrian
[ Moroccan

D Algerian

Enter other ethnicities below (for example,
Israell, Iragi, Tunistan, efc.)

| Iraqi, Palestinian |

United States” rtment of Commarce
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Design Rationale for Detailed Groups

 Include six examples to reflect diversity of category’s
OMB definition

» The Census Bureau identified the largest groups in the
United States which represent the different geographic
regions referenced in each of the OMB race and ethnic
group definitions

« Balance and equity -- present groups in population size
order (largest to smallest)
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People Reporting Selected Middle Eastern and
North African Ancestries: 2013

Lebanese | | 489,702

ranian [ | 458,738

) —
Tragi I:I 125,727
Palestinian : 101,946
Jordanian I:I 623
Yemeni I:I 48 863
Sauds Arabran : 4485

Otwer Middle
Eastien l] S5

Egyptian [ | 231406

Algesian I:I 275

Tunisian I:I 10,352

Libwan D 885

Note: Other Middle Eastern includes Kuwaiti, Qatari, Bahraini, Emirati, and Omani

cllm'ted States” | u.s. Department of Commerce
E talistic

5 Administration Source: 2013 American Community Survey, 1 year file

u AL Special Tabulation
cerus. gov
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Detailed Ethnic Examples

[] Middle Eastern or North African — Print, for example,
Lebanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, etc. 7

Middle Eastern North African
Examples Examples
1) Lebanese (489,702) 1) Egyptian (237,606)
2) Iranian (458,789) 2) Moroccan (90,574)
3) Syrian (154,450) 3) Algerian (22,751)

. Department of Commerce
siics nisiration

EXPERT FEEDBACK
AND DISCUSSION

* Do you have a preference for the combined or
separate question(s) on race and Hispanic origin?

* Do you think that Middle Eastern and North African
responses should be classified as White?

* What do you think about the examples shown in
the Middle Eastern or North African category on the
guestionnaire and the rationale of the selection of
the examples?
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