II. THE UNITED STATES IN 1790.

BOUNDARIES AND AREA—CURRENCY—
TRANSPORTATION—THE POSTAL SERVICE—
INDUSTRIES—EDUCATION—NEWSPAPERS
AND PERIODICALS—SLAVERY—INDIANS. )

The taking of the First Census of the United States
brought home to each citizen the practical operation
and influence of the newly adopted Constitution of the
United States. It was the beginning of a series of
distinetly Federal operations, recurring decennially,
and increasing constantly in importance and in statis-
tical value, which unquestionably have exerted great
influence in unifying the states and demonstrating
their community of interests.

It will be appropriate, |

therefore, to describe briefly the area of the Republic |

and the conditions that prevailed at the beginning of
constitutional government, with which, for all practical
purpeses, the First Census was coincident.

The year 1790 was an important one in the history
of the principal nations of Europe, as well as of the
young Republic in America. Monarchies responsible
in but small degree to the people were rapidly becom-
ing* intolerable. In all civilized nations the growth of
enlightened sentiment had been greatly accelerated by
the results of the recent conflict in America. Europe
was In a state of unrest, and was already upon the
verge of the French Revolution and the continental
wars which followed. In England George IIT—a man
of 52 years, and little considered in the affairs of the
nations of Europe—still occupied the throne; William
Pitt was prime minister, and the energies of the nation,
which bhad been somewhat impaired by the fruitless
war in America, were being recruited for more profita-
ble operations upon the Continent. In Prussia Fred-
erick William IT reigned as king, having succeeded his
father, Frederick the Great. Catherine IT—dissolute,
but brilliant and powerful—was Empress of Russia.
In France Louis XVT clung to a tottering throne, and
endeavored by ill-judged and fruitless concessions to
placate a nation which was drifting toward revolution
and anarchy.

In the United States less than a year of the first ad-

ministration of the first President had elapsed, General | o

Washington having been inaugurated in New York
city, April 30, 1789. Indeed, when the First Census
was ordered the machinery of Federal Government
was but just construeted, and was undergoing its first
and mmost critical test.

The executive branch of the |

Government included four departraents—State, Treas-

(186)

ury, War, and Justice. Thomas Jeflerson was Secre-
tary of State; Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the
Treasury; Henry Knox, Secretary of War; and Ed-
mund Randolph, Attorney-General. Congress con-
sisted of 91 members, 26 in the Senate and 65 in the
House of Representatives—the numbers specified by
the Constitution—pending the enumeration of the
inhabitants of the states.

On the 9th of July, 1790, Congress, then in session
at New York, passed a bill selecting the District of
Columbia as the permanent capital of the nation, but-
declaring that for ten years from the end of that session
the Government should be located at Philadelphia.
Under this act the seat of government was removed
to Philadelphia in September, 1790. Congress assem-
bled in the following December in that eity, its sessions
being held in the state house, on Chestnut street; and
by the close of the year the Government was estab-
lished in the temporery capital. The executive depart-
ments were located in small rented houses. In the
Department of State,! there were, indeed, only five
clerks.

According to Biddle's Directory, published in 1791,
President Washington resided at No. 190 High street,
below Sixth, in the mansion built by Richard Penn
and occupied during the Revolution by General Howe,
Benedict Arnold, and Robert Morris. Vice-President
Adams lived in the Hamilton mansion at Bush Hill.?

The year 1790 was probably the most critical year
of General Washington’s administration.® It was the
first complete year of the Federal Government under

1 “The foree of the department at the time of the adoption of the
Constitution was the Secretary, the chief clerk, and three subordi-
nates, at s total cost of §46,500.  During the First Congress the salary
of the Secretary of S1are was fived at $3,500, the chief clerk at $500,
and clerks at not to exceed 3500 each.  In 1300 the salary of the See-
retary was increaved to 35,000, but the total pay roll only amounted
to 12,950, —John V. Foster: 4 Century of American Diplomacy,
page 130.

2 8charf and Westeott, Hisrory of Philadelphia, 1609-1884, page

8 “Ngman ever entersd wii

} with abigher sense of responsibility upon
a task which was 1o tax h;

, patience, and reputation to'the
he said thut no event eould have
filled him with greater anxiety than the notification of kis election,
and that the magnitude and dilticulty of the trust, to which the
voive of hiz conntrymen called him, awakened a distrustful scrutiny
into his qualificatione " Joka W, Foster: A Cenlfury of dmerican
Diplomacy, page 136,

utmest.  fn his inaururs
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the Constitution. Precedent was being made at every
step. No office of the Government, not even the
Presidency, had been in existence long enough to com-
mand any respect, except such as was imparted by the
personality of the official himself. Political party
lines, which became clearly defined by 1792, had not
yet appeared. Many divisions of sentiment, however,
had already developed, especially in connection with
the interpretation of the Constitution. Every free-
holder was deeply interested in such questions as
slavery, Federal assumption of state debts, and the
taxation necessary for raising the revenues required to
conduct the National Government.

No service performed by General Washington in the
successful prosecution of the Revolutionary War com-
pared with that which he rendered in saving the Re-
public from itself during the early days of his admin-
istration.! The operation of the Government under
the new Constitution had thus far proceeded without
serious friction, but with considerable criticism and
unrest. Popular confidence in and respect for Presi-
dent Washington, the hero of the Revolution, was
probably the principal factor which prevented the
early occurrence of serious disagreements. While the
success of the struggle for liberty in America had pro-
foundly impressed the nations of Europe, on the other
hand the theories proclaimed by the radicals in France
had already attracted attention in the United States
and seriously affected a large element of the population.
Indeed, French revolutionary ideas were destined to
become of some political importance during the ad-
ministration of President Washington, a consideration
which doubtless caused the patient and sagacious
President periods of grave anxiety. In fact, in 1790
‘problems arose on all sides. It appears to have been
an open question, at times, whether a dozen self-willed
commonwealths, having different views upon many
-questions of public policy, and great independence of
thought and action, ever could be brought to bend sub-
missively to the control of a constitution created for
the good of all, but requiring of necessity many mutual
«concessions and considerable breadth of view.

BOUNDARIES AND AREA.

In 1790 the Union consisted of 13 states—Rhode
Jsland, the last of the original 13 to enter the Union,
being admitted on May 29. Vermont, the first addi-

1 #WWhile the American TUnion was formine itself, some of the
worst symptoms of social and political dissolution were manifesting
themselves * * *. The greatest revelation rendered to all sub-
sequent generations by these opening years of the American Re-
pu%lic is in the constant proof they exhibit of the prevaﬂmg })ower
of the people for self-government * * * Tt wasreserved forthe
sagacity of Hamilton—an alien genius, a rare creation independent
-of race or time—to see through to the end, to uphold the possibilities
.of an empire. But the man of the time, the concrete actual per-
sonification of these godlike faculties, inchcate and dimly perceived
in common men, was George Washington.”— Weeden: Economic and
.Soctal History of New England, Vol. II, pages 864 to 967.

tion, was admitted in 1791, before the census had been
completed. Massachusetts included Maine, Virginia
included West Virginia and nominally included Ken-
tucky. Georgia included parts of Alabama and Mis-
sissippi. The present state of Tennessee, formed out
of territory ceded to the Union by North Carolina,
was known as the Territory South of the Ohio River, or
Southwest Territory. The vast area between the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers and the Great Lakes—compris-
ing the present states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi-
gan, and Wisconsin, with part of Minnesota—was
called the Territory Northwest of the Chio River, or
Northwest Territory.

The United States in 1790 was bounded on the west
by the Mississippi river; beyond which stretched a vast
unexplored territory claimed by the Spanish king.
On the south was the Spanish colony of Florida, of
which the northern boundary was in dispute, but be-
tween which and the settlements in Georgia stretched
an uninhabited region containing vast swamps. The
northern boundary alse was in dispute for long dis-
tances; the boundary between Maine and the Do-
minion of Canada was a fertile source of contention;
as a result of the fact that the water line through the
St. Lawrence river and the Great Lakes was undefined,
some of the islands in those waters were claimed by
both the United States and Great Britain; and the dis-
covery that the Mississippi river did not extend as far
north as the Lake of the Woods revealed a gap in the
boundary line of the Northwest. It was not until
more than fifty years later, by the Ashburton treaty,
that the boundary of Maine was fully determined and
the boundary through Lake Superior and thence to
the Lake of the Woods agreed upon.

The gross area of the United States in 1790 was
820,377 square miles, but the settled area was only
239,935 square miles, or about 29 per cent of the total.
The thickly populated areas were along the s..lnard
and in the valleys of the larger rivers. Western New -
York was a wilderness; rude frontier forts occupied
the present sites of Oswego and Utica; and Bingham-~
ton and Elmira were outposts of civilization, the for-
mer having been settled in 1787 and the latter in 1788.
Much of western Pennsylvania, also, was a wilderness.

At the time of the Declaration of Independence only
6 of the 13 American states—New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
Maryland—had definite boundaries. Each of the
others laid claim, on the strength of early and often
very conflicting grants of territory, to large and ill-
defined areas in the vast unexplored region west of
the Appalachian mountains.

The ownership of these western lands by individual states was
opposed by those states which did not share in their possessicn,
mainly on the ground that the resources of the General Government,

to which all confributzd, should not be taxed for the protection
and development of this region, while its advantages would inure
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to the benefit of but a favored few. On this ground several of the
gtates refused to ratify the Constitution until this matter had been
gettled by the cession of these tracts to the General Government.

Moved by these arguments, as well as by the consideration of
the conflicting character of the claims, which must inevitably lead
to trouble among the states, Congress passed, on October 30, 1779,
the following act:

Whereas the appropriation of the vacant lands by the several
states during the present war will, in the opinion of Congress, be
attended with great mischiefs. Therefore,

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the state of Vir-
ginia to reconsider their late act of assembly for opening their land

" office; and it be recommended to the said state, and all other states
similarly circumstanced, to forbear settling or issuing warrants for
unappropriated lands, or granting the same during the continuance
of the present war.!

By 1790 Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York,
and Virginia had ceded to the Federal Government all
right and title to lands claimed by them in the North-
west Territory, with the exception of what was

known as the “Connecticut Reserve;” North Caro-.

lina and South Carolina had yielded up their claims
to territory extending to the Mississippi; and Maine,
Vermont, and Kentucky were sufficiently distinet to
be reported separately at the First Census. Georgia
still held out, but Georgia’s western territory was
practically a wilderness, the enumerated area being
merely that part of the present state which lies along
the seacoast.

In 1790 the claim of the Federal Government to
ownership of the vast areas between the Appalachian
mountains and the Mississippi river was still subject,
to some extent, to the rights of the Indians; but such
rights had never been seriously regarded in the past,
and in fact subsequently proved of little consequence in
" the settlement of the territory.

The greatest length of the Northwest Territory was
about 900 miles, and its greatest breadth, approximately
700. It was bounded on the east by Pennsylvania, on
the southeast by the Ohio river, and on the north and
west by the international boundary. By contemporary
writers it was estimated to contain 220,000,000 acres
of land surface. This land, with the exception of a
few tracts, was held by the Federal Government, to
be sold for the discharge of the national debt. One
exception was the narrow strip known as the “Con-
‘necticut Reserve,”” bordering on Lake Erie and stretch-
ing 120 miles west of the western boundary of Penn-
sylvania. This tract belonged to the state of Con-
necticut. Title to about one-sixth of it was given to
citizens of Connecticut who had lost property in the
Revolution, and the remainder was sold by the state,
in 1795-96, to the Connecticut Land Company, for
$1,200,000, the proceeds being used for the support of
schools and colleges in that state. It was not until the
year 1800 that Connecticut relinquished jurisdiction
over this region in favor of the Federal Government.

By an act of Congress passed on the 13th of July,
1787, the Northwest Territory was erected, for the pur-

. YHenry Gannett, United States Geological Survey, “Boundaries of
the United States,”” third edition, page 30. ;
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poses of temporary government, into one district—
subject, however, to a division when circumstances
should make it expedient. The fifth article of this
act provided that there should be formed in the ter-
ritory not less than 3 nor more than 5 states. Under
its terms tentative state boundaries appear to have
been constructed for the maximum number, which
are shown upon contemporary maps as First State,
Second State, ete. The First State roughly coincided
with the present state of Ohio, the Second with a part
of the present state of Indiana, the Third with a part
of Tllinois, the Fourth with a part of Michigan, and the
Fifth with more than the present state of Wisconsin.
In 1790, therefore, the foundations of 5 great states
may be said to have been laid.

Beginning on the meridian line which forms the
western boundary of Pennsylvania, seven ranges of
townships had been surveyed and laid off by order of
Congress. In a portion of the territory the Indian
title had been extinguished and 4 counties had been
laid off by June, 1790—Washington, erected on July
26, 1788; Hamilton, January 2, 1790; St. Clair, April
27, 1790; and Knox, June 20, 1790. Of these, Wash-
ington and Hamilton counties were located in the
present state of Ohio, Knox county in Indiana (north
of Vincennes), and St. Clair county in Illinois.

The Northwest Territory contained but a few thou-
sand inhabitants, nearly all of whom were in the
fertile valley of the Ohio. Bands of marauding sav-
ages contested the advance of settlers and made the
life of the pioneers hazardous and often tragic. Cin-
cinnati was settled in 1780 and Marietta in 1788; but
for years Cincinnati was only a garrison, and the first
white child was not born there until 1790. The west-
ernmost settlement on the Ohio was at Louisville.
All of the Great Liake ports were in the hands of the
British. Across the mountains, south of the Ohio,
the only considerable settlements were in Kentucky
and western Tennessee, whither settlers had been led
by Daniel Boone and other hardy hunters, to make
homes for themselves in the fertile blue grass regions.
Only about one-twentieth of the people of the coun-
try lived west of the crest of the Appalachian moun-
tains. The western country was so vast, and the
facilities for transportation and communication so
meager, that Jefferson predicted it would be a
thousand years before the country as far west as the
Mississippi would be thickly settled.

Local orgamization.—The states differed widely.i»
local government, and hence in the geographir »%iuw-
vision of their counties. In New England the county
was a corporation which existed for judicial rather
than for political purposes. The political unit was
the town, which received its charter from the state
legislature, elected its own officers, and managed its
local affairs in its own way.

In the Middle states—New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, and Delaware—the county was of much
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greater importance than in New England; on the | limited supply of English coins., z_md f%-om other causes,
other hand, the subdivision of the county called the | the value of the pound and shilling differed materially
township (except in Delaware, where it is called the | in the different states. Hence it was often necessary,
hundred), was of less importance than the New Eng- | in business transactions, to name the state of exchap'ge. :
land town. In New York the township was created | The principal gold coins in use, other than the British
by the county board; in New Jersey, by the state | pieces, were the French guinea and pistole, the Porf.:u- ,
législature; in Pennsylvania, by the county court of | guesemoidores and johannes, or “joe,” and t+= Spanish
quarter sessions; in Delaware there appears not to | doubloon and pistole; but the number of these was
have been any definite and systematic subdivision of | small. The silver coins in circulation, besides British
the counties. New York adjoined New England, and | pieces and the Spanish dollar, were chiefly the crown
a large part of the population of the state were per- | and livre of France. The copper coins we:e princi-
sons who had migrated from that section, and natu- | pally those of Great Britain. The supply of fractional
rally had carried with them the idea of the town sys- | currency was inadequate to the demand, arn. silver
tem of local government; consequently, in 1790, the | pieces were often cut into halves and quarters in order
township limits in New York were better defined than | to make change.
those in any other state outside of New England, with In 1785 Congress adopted as the currency b: ‘is the
the possible exception of New Jersey, the only Middle | silver dollar, on a decimal system, as exemplifiec .n the
state in which the township was created by the state. | Spanish dollar; and by 1790, in making exchanges,
In Pennsylvania the township, as a geographic area, | the value of all coins was quite generally referred to
was less important than in New York. The principal | this standard. The system of reckoning in shillings
maps of Pennsylvania at the period under consideration | and pence, however, persisted in some places and with
show the location of mountains and riversin detail, the | some people. The equivalent of the dollar in New
names of counties, and the names of the more promi- | England and Virginia was 6 shillings; in New York and
nent towns and cities, but do not define the township | North Caroli»-_3 shillings; in South Carolina, 32}
boundaries. Population was increasing and extend- | shillings; in Georgia, 5 shillings; and in the four other
ing with great rapidity, existing townships were being | colonies, 7} shillings.
subdivided, and new ones were being created. Under In addition to specie, there was a large amount of
these conditions the boundaries of the townships in | paper money in circulation. During the Revolution,
the more thinly settled portions were very unstable. | and in the succeeding years of the Continental period,
In the Southern states the county was the political = both the Confederation and the individual states had
unit, fulfilling all the functions of both the county and = made large issues of paper money, and, being unable
town in New England. Subdivision into townships to redeem it, had refunded now and then by new
was made for administrative purposes only;® in some ' issues. Thiswas never worth its face value, and stead-
Instances these subdivisions corresponded to the elec- . ily depreciated from the date of issue. In March, 1780,
tion precincts of the present day. - the Continental currency had fallen to such a point
| that one dollar in silver was worth 65 dollars in paper.
| “Not worth a continental”” came to be the phrase used
The close of the War of the Revolution found the . for anything practically worthless. There can be no
finances of the country in almost hopeless confusion, | doubt that this paper money had much to do with the
and aflairs had improved but little by 1790. There = demoralization of industry during the Continental
was no mint, and but little specie, and much of the period. A contemporary writer and close observer of
trade, especially in the interior, was carried on by - the times—Peletiah Webster, of Philadelphia—says-
barter. All the coins in circulation were foreign, and | “We have suffered more from this cause than from
many were badly worn and mutilated. | any other cause of calamity. It has killed more men,
The commonest coin was the Spanish “milled dol- perverted and corrupted the choicest interests of ocur
lar,”" or “piece of eight,” which was obtained in trade - country more, and done more injustice, than even the
from the West Indies; after the Revolution this coin, ' arms and artifices of our enemies.” And again hesays:
with its subdivisions, was the recognized unit of = “Ifit saved the state, it has violated the equity of our

CURBRENCY.

“eggeount.  The coins of Great Britain were in limited | laws, corrupted the justice of our public administra-

1

f:iu: in in all the states, and reckoning was often  tion, enervated the trade, industry, and manufactures
in pounds¥shillings, and pence; but because of the = of our country, and gone far to destroy the morality
n ~tare the Toeal sabdiviions T of our pgople.” I‘\I fle Wan’i‘}le, in his travels in
cPPaial by the county authorities. America in 1788, inveighed against the paper money
m]wﬂ—rm}nafnéggcﬁ jz.taw(iﬁotlntchtg ' of Rho@e Island and New Jersey in tones mo less
wilitic-company Ohmgization. Jus.  UDcertain. As a climax to the whole, Congress ever,

iound in these cts, but  refused to t its own m i m

. . - : ac s ’ 4 - :

pelitical organs. (HinsdSf® T : ¢ept ifs own paper money in payment of
| postage.

o
Argerican G
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In Virginia the lack of specie was supplied largely
by paper currency called ‘‘tobacco money.” This
was a genuine asset currency, the notes being simply
the public warehouse receipts for the tobacco placed
therein. They circulated freely in the state, according
to the known value of the tobacco.

In 1790 there were but three banks in the United
States: The Bank of North America, established in
the city of Philadelphia; the Bank of New York; and
the Bank of Massachusetts, in Boston. Of these three,
the first-named is the only one which had at any time
g direct relation with the Federal Government.

TRANSPORTATION.

The common mode of travel before the Revolution
was by boat or horse. The river valleys are usually the
portions of a country first settled, and in the newer
portions of America travel was often by river routes.
Many persons did not own carriages or wagons; in con-
sequence, a considerable proportion of the population
had no requirement for wagon roads. This was par-
ticularly the case in the South, where the plantations
were situated along the banks of navigable streams and
products were marketed by boat.

With the growth of the colonies, and an increasing
requirement for intercommunication, the extension
of stagecoach systems was very rapid, and became
especially marked after the Revolution. As might be
expected, such extension was coincident with the
opening of many new roads and the improvement of
existing highways. In 1790, however, there remained
many sections of the country in which there were no
roads. On the maps of the states published during the
last decade of the eighteenth century, no highways
are shown in the eastern part of Maine, and but few
in northern New England, northern and western New
York, northwestern Pennsylvania, and throughout the
mountainous regions of the South. Many highways
were such in name only—often little more than bridle
paths or blazed trails running through otherwise
unbroken wildernesses. Even the more pretentious
roads were poor, and often impassable. Bridges were
a1l but unknown in the thinly settled portions; and
in the fall and spring, when the rivers were covered
with unsafe ice or were full of floating ice, travel was
extremely dangerous.

Between important towns, especially in New Eng-
land, better conditions prevailed. From Boston,
roads branched off in many directions. A broad high-
way extended westward through Marlboro, Worces-
ter, Spencer, and Springfield; another passed through
Lynn, Salem, Portsmouth, and Portland, to the
headwaters of the Kennebec; other roads led to
Providence, Lowell, and Concord. Roads followed
both banks of the Merrimac and Connecticut rivers;
and an important road ran from Concord and Ash-
burnham, Mass., through Rutland. Vt., and along the

76202—09——3

eastern shore of Lake Champlain. Over these high-
ways the products of the surrounding country for long
distances were brought to Boston for export.

The maps of Rhode Island and Connecticut at this
period present a network of hichways. From Provi-
dence a road skirted the western coast of Narragan-
sett bay and followed the Sound to New York. In
the Connecticut valley, also, there were many
important roads.

In New York the Albany post road ran from New
York city along the eastern bank of the Hudson river
to Albany, and thence northward to Plattsburg and
into Vermont. Through Albany passed the western
highway from Massachusetts to the Mohawk valley,
over which, in 1790, numbers of emigrants journeyed
daily. In the wilds of western New York this read
dwindled to a trail, and as such continued to Fort
Niagara.

Across the state of New Jersey there were many
roads, but the principal highway extended from New
York through Newark, Elizabethtown, and Bruns-
wick to Trenton. Another road skirted the eastern
and southern shores of New Jersey. From Trenton
a road passed through Burlington, Philadelphis,
Chester, Wilmington, Elkton, Havre de Grace, Balti-
more, Alexandria, and then southward.

Philadelphia was & common center of highways for
a wide radius. This city was a great market for the
sale of farm produce; in the autumn and winter the
highways were filled with heavily loaded wagons from
the surrounding farms, bound for Philadelphia. The
main road from Philadelphia westward passed through
Lancaster, Harrisburg, Carlisle, Shippensburg, Bed-
ford, and Pittsburg. Several other roads crossed or
nearly crossed the state, converging at the mountain
passes and centering upon Pittsburg.

The maps of the Southern states show many roads,
but the most important were along the seacoast.
Leaving Alexandria, an important road ran through
TFredericksburg and Jamestown, Va., Hertford, New-
bern, and Wilmington, N. C., Charleston, S. C,, and
Savannah, Ga., thus completing & chain of highways
from the Kennebec river to Georgia.

Several roads crossed the mountain barriers of
Virginia and North Carolina to the West, those that
were not lost on the banks of rivers being centered
upon Lexington, Danville, Clarksville, Knoxville, and
Nashville. One of the most famous of these was the
¢«WWilderness road,” which passed through the Cum-
berland Gap. It was the only direct overland route
into Kentucky, and was marked out by Daniel Boone.
Not until 1795 was this road widened into a wagon
track.

Bridges over even the larger rivers were not com-
mon, and the smaller streams were usually forded;
but by 1790 many bridges had been built near the
large cities and on the principal roads. The greatest
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 engineering feat in the Republic was the bridge over

the Charles river, connecting Boston and Charles-
town. This bridge was built in 1736, and was t‘hen
the longest bridge in the world. The Charles river
was about as wide at that point as the Thames river
at the famous London bridge. '

Stagecoaching days had not arrived at their zenith
by 1790, but the stagecoach was fast coming to be the
common mode of inland travel. The system ‘was
developed to the greatest extent in New England,
where the population was comparatively dense. As
early as 1765 there were two stage routes between
Providemce and Hartford. In 1769 a coach was
announced between Hartford and Norwich, “a day’s
journey only,” and two coaches a week between
Providence and Boston, which journey also was accom-
plished in & day. In 1793 there were daily stages
between Boston and Providence, the fare being but a
dollar. In 1790 stages ran between Newburyport and
Boston three times a week in summer and twice a
week in winter; between Boston and New York, by
the way of Worcester, Springfield, and Hartford,
three times & week in summer and twice a week in
winter; between New York and Philadelphia, five
times a week; between Philadelphia and Baltimore,
and between Baltimore and Alexandria, three times
a week; and between many other cities at less
frequent intervals.

Mr. Levi Pease started the first line of stages
between Boston and New York shortly after the
conclusion of peace in 1783 He also obtained the
first government contract within the United States
for carrying the mails by stage, and the first mail in
this new service passed through Worcester on January
17, 17862

The distance between Boston and New York was
covered under ordinary conditions in four days, and

the time of the “diligence” between New York and
Philadelphia was two days. Tntelligence of Wagh.
ington’s election to the Presidency of the United
States, in New York, on April 7, 1789, was conveyed
to him at Mt. Vernon by Charles Thomson, the clerk
of Congress, on April 14 Washington died on
December 14, 1799, and news of an event of such
great interest was probably forwarded with all
possible dispateh; yet this news did not reach Boston
until December 24.

The most traveled road in the country was doubt-
less the highway across New dJersey connecting New
York and Philadelphia. For most of the distance
this road was kept in excellent repair.  For part of
the distance, from New York to Newark, it repre-
sented considerable engineering enterprise, being
built wholly of wood in the midst of water and “ona
soil that trembled when stepped upon.”  The stage-
coach used was a kind of open wagon, hung with
curtains of leather and woolen, which could be raised
or lowered at pleasure. It had four benches and
would seat twelve persons. Light bageage was put
under the benches, and the trunks were attached
behind.

The highway from Philadelphia to Baltimore was
less traveled, and, because of the character of the soil,
was often in an almost impassable condition.®

Samuel Breck, speaking of travel between New
York and Boston in 1787, says:

In those days there were two ways of getting to Boston: Ono way
by a clumsy stage that travels about 40 miles o day, with the same
horses the whole day; so that rising at 8 or 4 o’clock and prolonging
the day’s ride into the night, one made out to reach Boston in six
days; the other route was by packet-sloop up tho Sound to Provi-
dence and thence by land to Boston.  This was full of uncertainty,
sometimes being traveled in three and sometimes in nine dwys.
I myself have been that Iength of time (nine days) going from New
York to Boston.

G 1Qtages from Portsmouth in New Hampshire, to Savannah in
eorgia:

There is now a line of stages established from New Hampshire to
Georgia, which go and return regularly, and carry the several mails,
by order and permission of Congress.

The stages from Boston to Hartford in Connecticut set out, during
the winter season, from the house of Levi Pease, at the sign of the
New York Stage, opposite the Mall, in Boston, every Monday and
Thursday morning, precisely at 5 o’clock, go as far as Worcester on
the evenings of those days, and on the days following proceed to
Palmeér,and on the third day reach Hartford; the first stage reaches
the city of New York on Saturday evening following.

The stages from New York for Boston set out on the same days,
and reach Hartford at the same time as the Boston stages.

The stages from Boston exchange passengers with the stages
from Hartford at Spencer, and the Hartford stages exchange with
those from New York at Hartford. Passengers are again ex-
thazllged at Stratford ferry, and not again until their arrival in New

ork.

By the present regulation of the stages it is certainly the most
convenient and expeditious way of traveling that can possibly be
had in America, and in order to make it the cheapest, the proprie-
tors of the stages have lowered their prices from four pence to three

ence a mile, with liberty to passengers to carry fourteen pounds

aggage

In éxe summer season the stages are to run with the mail three
times in a week instead of twice, asin the winter, by which means
those who take passage at Boston, in the stage which sets off on

Monday morning, may arrive at New York on the Thursday evening

following, and all the mails during thal season are to be but four
days going from Boston to New York, and so from New York to
Boston.

Those who intend taking passage in the stages must leave their
names and baggage the evening preceding the morning that the
stage sets off, at the several places where the stages put up, and pay
one-half of their passage to the place where the first exchange of
passengers is mﬂde, if bound so far, and if not, one-half of their
passage so far as they are Mound.

N. B.—Way passengers will be accommodated when the stages
are not full, at the same rate, viz, 3 pence only per mile,

Said Pease keeps good lodging, ete., for gentlemen travelers, and
stabling for horses. '

Boston, January 2, 178.-—Massachusetts Spy, or the Worcester
Gazette, January 5, 1786. )
29;Alice Morse Barlo: Stage Coach and Tavern Days, pages 295 to

3 A Frenchman who made & journey from l‘hilml«f\l{)hia to
Baltimore in November, 1788, thus describes a portion of his trip:
“Irom thence SIIzwre de Grace) to Baltimore are reckoned 60
miles. The road in general is frightful, it is over a clay soil, full
of deep ruts, always in the midst of forests; frequently obstructed
by trees overset by the wind, which obliged us to seck a new pas-
sage among the woods. I can not conceive why the stage does not
often overset. Both the drivers and their horses discover great
skill and dexterity, being accustomed to theso ronds,” —-LBrigsol de
Warville: Travels wn the United Slates of America (1788).
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At that time there was =earvely w town along the
const of Rhode Taland, Connectivnt, and New dersey
that was not connected by il sloops with New
York. The fare from Providence to New York by
packet was s, From ports in New Eorland, sloops
made frequent trips to Boatong and {fram the southern
ports, to the nearest prineipal eities. A througsh the
advertisements in the newspapers of that period were
notices of the regular or oceasional sailings of sloops
to different seaconst towns, These sloops had ac-
commodations for passengsers, and were generally com-
fortable, but with head winds the time of arvival was
yery uncertain.  Meabowere chavged forat high eates -
somotimes in excess of the fare: and it was often
claimed that the skipper delayed the voyage when
there were many passengrers, i ovder to profit at their
expense.

THE PONTAL SERVIUE,

The post office system established during the Conti-

nental period was continued when the Federal Govern-
ment was established, This system was based upon
an “Ordinance for Regulating the Post Oflice of the
United States of Amerien,” passed by the Continental
Congress, Qctober I8, 17820 In 1790 there were 75
post offices and LRTH miles of post ronds; for the first
quarter of that year the veceipts wore S37,035 and the
expenditures $:32, 140, which left a surplus of $5,705.

The muin post road ran from Wikenssot, Me., through
Boston, Springfield, Hartford, New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Alexandrin, Wilmineton, and Charleston,
to Savannah,  With this ax aomain system, erossroads
branched off, conneeting the principal settloments;
but a laree number of fmportant towns, and even
entire states, had no communieation by post. Many
of tho post ronds were marked by milestones, set up
when Franklin was Postnuster-General, to assist the
postmasters in ascertaining  the postage.  Indeed,
some of these milestones are still in existence,

Most of the mail was earvied by stages, the Post-
master-General being instructed to favor stage lines
in awarding contractst  The only portions of the main
systent served by postriders were from Wiseasset, Me.,
to Newburyport, Mass,, and from Georgetown, S, C,, to
Charleston, 8. (. Postriders still rode, however, on
several of the crossronds.

POThe mndl ds now earried in stugeconchea in which there are
getmmll{ Reveral passenpors, somelines ws mny s six, and it i
sup\mpm that muany wore lottors o by the pasengens than by (he
madly it s to bo rupposed that most pesons wonld wish to be exeused
from the trouble of careying thenso tvuv!w. wnd 1 thinreetion paases
thoy will be furnished With un exeuse for not tuking themy and it
appears vory unreasonabie und abwrd that the publie should pay
the propriofor of the stayzes Tor trasporting the mail, and in this
way bo defranded out of that revenue which they are undoubtedly
entitled to recoive,”——Mr, Livermore, of House of Representatives,
June, 1790,

23

At this time there were about twenty different con-
tracts for carrying the mail, and this had a tendency to
confuse the system.?  The Postmaster-General states,
i report submitted to Congress in 1700, that ‘“every
contractor consults his own interest as to the days and
hours of arrival and departure of the mail, without
having a due regard to the necessary connection of the
post. ollice. A regular system of days and hours of
departure has never been established farther south-
ward than Alexandria.”

The revenue of the post oflice at this period arose
“principally from letters passing {from one scaport to
another.”  The amount of postage depended upon the
distance the letter was to be carried. The postage on
letters was usually collected at the place of delivery,
but the postmaster had authority to collect it at the
place of posting if he desired to do so.

In 1787 the postage on letters established in the
ordinance of 1782 was rveduced 25 per cent, and the
Postmaster-General was instructed to fix such rates
for the carriage of large packages as he judged would
be most likely to induce persons to patronize the post.
These rates continued in foree until 1792.

It has been asserted by many historians that news-
papers were not sent by post at this period, but the
ordinanee quoted seems to make provision for them to
be so sent. Moreover, the Postmaster-General states
that “newspapers, which have hitherto passed free of
postage, eirculate extensively through the post oflices;
one or two cents upon each would probably amount to
as much as the expense of transporting the mail.”

By a law approved February 20, 1792, the following
rates of postage went into effeet: For the postage of
every single letter—under 30 miles, 6 cents; 30 to 60
miles, 8 cents; 60 to 100 miles, 10 cents; 100 to 150
miles, 12} conts; 150 to 200 miles, 16 cents; 200 to 250
miles, 17 conts; 250 to 350 miles, 20 cents; 350 to 450
miles, 22 conts; over 450 miles, 26 cents.  ““And every
double letter shall pay.double the said rates; every
triple lotter, triple; every packet weighing one ounce
avoirdupois, to pay at the rate of four single letters for

2 4 No letter from the northward or castward of this, bearing
date betwoeen the 15th and 30th of May, have come to my hands;
and having abundant evidence, before Treached Charleston, of the
alow movement of the mail, through the three southernmost statos,
1 did, before I left that place, on the 9th of that month, direct that
all letters which might be for and following me, be returned to

Fradericksburg, as tho first place I should touch the post line upon
my return.  But, these direetions not arriving in Richmond in
time, as [ conjecture, the letters of that interval agrecably to the
superseriptions, which Iam informed were on them, were forwarded
from that place to Taylor's Kerry in expectation of meeting me there,
But 1o this circumstance, which was unknown to me, and to finding
from better information than 1 set out with, that it would be more
convenient to eross James river higher up than at Taylor's, is 1o be |
areribed my missing the communications, which were made be-
tween tho 15th and 80th of May, ag mentioned before. Theso
dispatehes T may bo long without, and perhaps never get; for there
are no cross posts in thoso parts, and the letters, which will have to
pass through many hands, may find some who are not deficient ir.
curiosity.”"~ The Writings of George Washington, Vol. X 11, page 4.
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‘each ounce, and in that proportion for any greater
weight.”

The rate on newspapers was fixed at one cent for
carriage under 100 miles, and one and one-half cents
for a greater distance. But every printer of news-
papers was allowed to send one paper free to each and
every other printer of newspapers within the United
States, subject to such regulations as the Postmaster-
General should provide. These rates continued until
1816. The franking privilege at this time was quite
extensive, and undoubtedly made serious inroads upon
the revenue.

Postage could not be paid in paper currency; specie
alone was receivable. As the coins in the different
states varied, the payment was attended with some
confusion. The Postmaster-General, in his report to
Congress in 1790, states that ‘‘the postage on a single
letter from New York to Philadelphia is one penny-
weight eight grains, or sixpence two-thirds Pennsyl-
vania currency. This can not be made out in any
pieces of coin current in the United States. The
letters are charged with seven pence, which is right; for
if there must be a fraction, it ought always to be taken
in favor of the post office.”” He further stated that
the postage on letters probably averaged about fifteen
cents.

The 75 post offices which had been established up
to 1790 were distributed as follows:

Maine.—Wiscasset, Portland.

New Hampshire.—Portsmouth.

Massachusetts.—Newburyport, Ipswich, Salem, Boston, Worces-
ter, Springfield.

Rhode Island.—Providence, Newport, East Greenwich, South
Kingstown.

Connecticut.—Hartford, Middletown, New Haven, Stratford,
Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford, New London, Norwich.

New York.—New York.

New Jersey.—Newark, Elizabethtown, Brunswick, Princeton,
Trenton.

Pennsylvania.—Bristol, Philadelphia, Chester, Lancaster, York-
town, Carlisle, Shippensburg, Chambersburg, Bedford, Pittsburg.

Delaware.—Wilmington, Duck Creek, Dover.

Maryland.—Elkton, Charlestown, Havre de Grace, Harford, Bal-
timore, Bladensburg, Georgetown, Warwick, Georgetown Cross
Roads, Chestertown, Chester Mills, Easton.

Virginia.—Alexandria, Colchester, Dumfries, Fredericksburg,
Bowling Green, Hanover Court House, Richmond, Petersburg,
Cabinpoint, Smithfield, Suffolk, Williamsburg, Yorktown, Hamp-
ton, Norfolk.

Norith Carolina.—Edenton, Washington, Newbern, Wilmington.

South Carolina.—Georgetown, Charleston.

Georgia.—Savannah.

It appears from this analysis that the state of Ver-
mont, the district of Kentucky, and the Southwest
Territory (Tennessee) possessed no postal facilities
whatever; and that three states, including the promi-
nent state of New York, had but one post office each.
It is evident, however, that the postal conditions at
the date of the First Census were generally regarded as
inadequate and unsuited to the requirements of the
country. The act of 1792, which was an attempt to

effect a material improvement in the postal conditions,
resulted in the prompt increase in the number of post
offices. The number reported by the Post Office
Department in 1796 was 503.

Analysis of the geographic location of the post offices in existence in
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It will be observed that in 1790 just about half of
the post offices were situated in the Southern states.
An analysis of the larger number reported in 1796
shows a similar proportion, suggesting an apparent
desire on the part of the Federal Government to main-
tain equal postal facilities in the various sections of
the Republic.

INDUSTRIES.

During the period of constitutional government in
the United States the inhabitants of the Republic
have derived their support, and individuals and com-
munities have accumulated wealth, principally from
three main classes of industries—agriculture, manu-
factures, and mining. To these should be added the
fisheries, and also commerce—both interstate and
foreign; the last-named class, however, depends largely
upon the products of the other callings.

The conditions which prevailed in 1790 in connec-
tion with each of these great industries were the be-
ginnings of the operations which, steadily increasing
in magnitude during the nineteenth century, have
attained proportions that have attracted the attention
and admiration of other nations.

Problems which were confronted at that period in
connection with marketing foodstuffs and merchan-
dise were entirely different from those which prevailed
after the lapse of a few decades. In the interior,
laborious journeys by horse or in stage or wagon,
along newly broken highways, formed the sole means
of communication by land. Water transportation was
afforded by sailing vessels making trips which were
usually without schedule and almost always uncertain.
Hence, each state depended principally upon its own
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products not only for food, but for most of the other
requirerents of its communities.

Merchandise and produce that could not stand a freight charge
of $15 per ton could not be carried overland to a consumer 150 miles
from the point of production; as roads were, a distance of 50 miles
from market often made industrial independence expedient. Where
the produce of the farms could not be sold, where wood and lumber
were not marketable, the people had no resource but to raise their
own wool and flax, and spin and weave and make their own clothing.
Other crafts felt these influences, although the working of wood and
metals and leather fell to skilled artisans in the villages rather than
to the household. The local store had a small traffic in articles that
could not be produced, and in luxuries. Salt fish was widely dis-
tributed; rum went everywhere; salt was a universal necessity;
tools and utensils and furniture were imported; a few articles of
dress carried the style of the city to the hamlet, so insignificant
was the traffic uniting the country town to the great world.!

In all callings the changes which have been in prog-
ress from 1790 to 1900 have been in the direction of
the utilization of the services of others and the em-
ployment of labor saving machinery to increase prod-
uct and the profit of the employer. These changes
have been particularly marked in connection with
manufacturing and mining enterprises. Incommerce—
& calling in which the services of others were freely
employed at the close of the eighteenth century—the
change in this particular has been much less pro-
nounced.

Although the commerce of the United States has
assumed enormous proportions during the century or
more which has elapsed since 1790, the greatest de-
velopment of the nation has been in the three main
classes of occupations—agriculture, manufactures, and
mining. In fact, analysis of the population statis-
tics of the United States in 1900 shows that of the
30,000,000 persons engaged in gainful occupations,
approximately 20,100,000, or 87 per cent, claimed
some connection with one of these three classes.

It is unfortunate that there are no industrial statis-
ties for 1790. It is possible, however, to sketch with
some degree of accuracy the relative importance to the
community of each of the industries mentioned as a
source of subsistence and wealth.

Agriculture.—The economic conditions which pre-
vailed in 1790 present a marked contrast with those
which have developed since and which prevailed univer-
sally in 1900. In 1900 the proportion of those engaged
in agriculture was only about one-third of all persons
gainfully employed. At the close of the eighteenth
century the greater part of the inhabitants of the
- United States derived their support from this industry.
It is probable that nine out of every ten breadwinners
were engaged in some form of agriculture during the
greater part of the year; indeed, in the Southern states
the proportion was somewhat larger.

Horses, cattle, and swine, in numbers proportionate
to the needs of the population, were raised in every

' Wilbert Lee Anderson: The Country Town, page 20.

A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROWTH.

state. Sheep were raised principally in the New Eng-
land and Middle states. The principal wheat pro-
ducing state was Pennsylvania. The staple crop of
Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina was tobacco,
and that of South Carolina was rice. Cotton was
but little cultivated. Some hemp and flax were
raised in the New England and Middle states.

The more thrifty and capable citizens engaged in
agriculture in 1790 were doubtless obtaining a modest
return, but it is unlikely that any large fortunes were
being amassed from distinctly agricultural operations.
In the South, it is true, some planters owned very large
plantations and large numbers of slaves; but it is
probable that few individuals had acquired great
wealth. In the North slave labor was unprofitable
for numerous reasons; thus it came about that in the
Northern states nearly every farmer tilled his own land,
and, not being able to secure labor when he wanted
it, was unable to accumulate wealth by utilizing sys-
tematically the services of others.

Manufactures—During the Colonial period the
mother country had discouraged the ambitions of
the colonists in the direction of manufactures. At
that time Great Britain was upon the threshold of the
extraordinary industrial activity which developed dur-
ing the nineteenth century; it was obviously to her
advantage to prevent the colonies from securing inde-
pendence in manufactures, in order to maintain and
extend the market for her own products. During the
Revolution this source of supply was suddenly cut off,
and under the pressure of necessity many manufac-
turing enterprises sprang up in the rebellious colonies.
Upon the conclusion of peace in 1783, however, the
English manufacturers flooded the American market
with their manufactured products. This state of
affairs for a time embarrassed and discouraged native

‘manufacturers.

At the period under consideration manufactures in
the United States consisted almost entirely of neigh-
borhood industries, or hand trades. The modern
factory system, involving division of labor and the
employment of labor saving machinery, was prac-
tically unknown. In several of the shoe shops of
Lynn and other New England cities, some division of
labor had been introduced, but for the most part each
workman made an entire shoe. Practically the same
conditions obtained in other branches of manufacture.

In January, 1790, when President Washington de-
livered his first annual message to Congress, he was
clad in a suit made of broadcloth woven at Hartford,
Conn. In this message the subject of the promotion
of manufactures in the young Republic was com-
mended to the attention of Congress, and in pursuance
of this suggestion Congress requested the Secretary of
the Treasury to prepare a report upon the state of -
manufacturing industries, in order to render the United
States industrially independent of other nations, so

<
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far as practicable.  In accordance with this request
Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, in the
following year (1791) submitted to Congress a report
which added materially to his reputation as a states-
man. This report was twice reprinted by order of
Congress.

Already the ingenuity of the citizens of the United
States had created, here and there in the New England
and Middle states, infant industries which subsequently
developed far beyond the dreams of that period.
Indeed, the number of specific industries noted as in
existence in 1790 was more than double the number of
those which were known to have existed prior to the
Revolution.

Mr. Tench Coxe, the Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, estimated the value of manufactures in the
United States in 1790 at more than $20,000,000.
Three years later he reported that the value of manu-
factures was, in his opinion, double the value of the
exports of native commaodities, and much greater than
the value of all imports.t

A large proportion of the manufactured goods in-
cluded by Secretary Hamilton and Mr. Coxe was pro-
duced in households.  In many villages and upon
farms, during periods of the year in which their services
were not actively required in agricultural pursuits, en-
tire families devoted their time to spinning, weaving,
and making up coarse cloths. It was estimated that in
many localities from two-thirds to four-fifths of the
clothing of the inhabitants was made by themselves.
The primary demand for such produets was of course
domestic, but a large surplus found its way into the
markets.

The textile industry had made but a small beginning
in 1790. Because of competition with the factory
product of England, where the making of textiles had
already reached a high degree of perfection, the prog-
ress of the manufacturers in the young Republic was
slow and discouraging. A cotton mill was established
at Beverly, Mass., in 1787, but did not long survive.

“In Rhode Island, however, Samuel Slater, who had
emigrated from Kngland, constructed at Pawtucket a
factory with machinery on the KEnglish plan,  This es-
tablishment was a succoss from the outset, and formed
the first successful cotton mill in the United States.
Thereafter the growth of textile industries was steadily
away from household toward factory product.

In 1790 the shipbuilding industry had attained con-
siderable proportions. The success of this industry
was, in large measure, due to the facilities for the con-
struction of vessels and ships of all sizes, resulting from
excellent harbors, with timber growing to the water’s
edge. Mr. Coxe observed in 1793 that the shipbuilding
industry in the United States had grown more rapidly
In 1792 than in any prior year since the settloment of
the country. Cenerally speaking, shipbuilding had

YRimst Contury of the Republie (Harper's), page 161.

never been better understood and had never been
carried to greater perfection, than at that period and
in the early decades of the nineteenth century.

Manufactures of iron, also, were of considerable im-
portance. In 1790 this industry centered in the Mid-
dle states and Virginia, though considerable quantities
of manufactured iron were produced in Massachusetts,
where in 1784 there were 76 iron works—most of which,
however, were small. In a debate in the Iouse of
Representatives in the First Congress, while a tariff
upon spikes, nails, ete., was under consideration, Rep-
resentative Ames, of Massachusetts, said: ‘‘This manu-
facture, with very little encouragement, has grown up
remarkably. It has become common for the country
people in Massachusetts to erect small forges in their
chimney corners, and in winter, and on evenings when
little other work can be done, great quantities of nails
are made, even by children. These people take the
rod iron of the merchant and return him the nails, and
in consequence of this easy mode of barter the manu-
facture is prodigiously great. These advantages are
not exclusively in the hands of the people of Massa-~
chusetts. The business might be prosecuted in a simi-
lar manner in every state exerting equal industry.”

Paper making was pursued extensively in several of
the states. In 1790 there were 53 paper mills within
range of the Philadelphia market. In the First Con-
gress it was stated in debate that the paper mills of
Pennsylvania produced annually 70,000 reams of vari-
ous kinds of paper, which competed favorably with
the imported product.

Glass was manufactured in considerable quantities
in several of the states, among which Virginia was
prominent. The manufacture of boots and shoes, the
curing and dressing of fish, the production of soap, of
tobacco products, and of various articles of necessity,
utility, or comfort were well under way. But at that
period little or nothing was manufactured in the
United States solely for luxury or elegance.

Mining.~—At the close of the eighteenth century the
mineral resources of the United States, as they are
known to-day and have been known for many years,
were practically unsuspected. Probably no section of
the continent is richer in mineral resources than that
including Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and portions
of contiguous states; yet the inhabitants of the United
States in 1790 had no knowledge of the great natural
wealth of these areas. The existence of petroleum in
Pennsylvania and of extensive deposits of coal and iron
in that state and in Virginia was known, and iron
works were numerous in many states; but little of the
coal was mined, and the use and value of petroleum
were unknown.

This ignorance concerning the mineral resources of
the country, however, is not surprising; the territory
containing the greatest mineral wealth was either
thinly settled or an unexplored wilderness. Nor is it
surprising that the mineral resources known to exist
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were not developed.  Mining operations as understood
to-lav were unknown, and the mining and treatment of
ores was condueted in the most primitive fashion. The

A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROWTH.

| cient to supply the United States; and to work it into iron, are two

| furnaces, two rolling and slitting mills, and about thirty forges,
| containing from two to four fires each. These works produce annu-

" ally about 540 tons of bar iron, 800 tons of pigs,

steam engine had not vet become the servant of the

[miner. either at the mine or upon rails. Indeed, the

cost of transportation was so great that mining was

waterways,

small quantities.
mineral which underlie entire counties, those who re-

tities of hollow ware, sheet iron, and nail rods.

manufactured at Trenton in time of the war, but not considerably

L. L . . since.?
Coal was eonsumed in the United States In very |

Tenorant of the vast stores of this

quired coal imported it. The quantity brought into |
the country during the year ending September 30, 1790, |

was 183,677 bushels.

mined at Spottsylvania, in the Richmond basin, in Vir- |
ginia, and by 1759 some of this found its way into the -

northern markets; in 1759 Virginia coal sold in Phila-
delphia at 1s. 6d. a bushel. Bituminous coal was

In Pennsylvania rich deposits of iron were known |
to exist in at least 11 of the 22 counties, and'consxder-
able quantities of pig iron were produced in Berks,

Chester, Dauphin, Franklin, Lancaster, Mifflin, and

But bituminous coal was being | Washington counties.

In “Notes on the State of Virginia,”” written in 1781
and 1782, Thomas Jefferson mentioned several iron
mines on the south side of the James river and at other

' places in the state, and estimated the annual output

mined, or rather shoveled, from the earth, also, in the |
Pittshurg distriet in Pennsylvania: but none of this |
found its way across the mountains. Seams of anthra- |

cite had been discovered at Wilkes-Barre, Plymouth,
Kinuston, and Exeter, in Luzerne county, and at sev-
eral pluces in Schuylkill county, Pa., and along the
Hudson river,in New York. Some smiths are said to
have used this material in their forges, but the value
of anthracite as a fuel was practically unknown.® A
pewspaper of the time stated that these seams might
some day become valuable on account of the possible
existence of fossils embedded in them.

. was small.

Iron ore was mined in the American colonies as | ¢
 and Maryland had been worked intermittently during

early as the seventeenth century. Practically all of the
American product was made with charcoal. In 1790
the production of iron in this country appeared to be
fully equal to the consumption.
iron in that year amounted to 3,555 tons.
Iron was mined in nearly every state.

Bog and |

pond ores were obtained in eastern Massachusetts; |
rich iron ore was mined at Cumberland Hill, R. L., at

Lime Rock and other places in Connecticut, in Orange
county, N. Y., and in many places in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Marvland, and Virginia.

the produetion of iron.  Mr. J. M. Swank quotes from
Jedediah Morse the following record of iron enterprises
which were in existence in New Jersey between 1790
and 1795: )

of the mines of that state at approximately 5,000 tons.

Lead was found in Herkimer county, N. Y., and in
the mountains of Virginia, but the quantity produced
The area which is now southwestern Mis-
souri, but which in 1790 was not a part of the United
States, contained lead mines of considerable impor-
tance at that period; from about the middle of the
eighteenth century to the year 1800 the output of these
mines is said to have aggregated 8,000 tons.

Several attempts had been made to mine gold, sil-
ver, and copper in different states; but for the most
part they were financial failures and were soon aban-
doned. Copper mines in Connecticut, New Jersey,

the eighteenth century; but none were in operation
in 1790, with the possible exception of one at Belle-

The exports of pig = ville, N. J.

Montgomery county, N. Y., supplied small amounts
of sulphur, and caves of Virginia considerable quan-
tities of saltpeter.

Fisheries.—In 1790 the United States had 539 ves-

. sels and 3,287 seamen engaged in the cod fishery, all
. in Massachusetts—Marblehead and Gloucester being
 the leading towns in this industry.

Morris county, N. J., was particularly prominent in |

The whaling industry, also, was confined almost en-
tirely to Massachusetts. Whaling operations were

- carried on principally in the waters of the North At-
- lantic, as far as Greenland. The sperm whale of the

The iron manulactories are, of all others, the greatest source of |

wenlth to the state. Iron works are erected in Gloucester, Bur-

of Morris give rise 10 & number of streams necessary and convenient |

fur thews works, and at the same time furnish a copious supply of
wood and ore of & superior quality.  In this county alone are no less
than seven rich iron mines, from which might be taken ore suffi-

B §°) lilf Lol ‘lﬁmm Shoemaker, of Pottsville, Pa., loaded nine
wagons wilh coal from his mines at Centreville and hay i
Philadelphia, where with great PR
oot ol transportation and gave
by many rerarde;

- : -
coal."—J, M. Swank: Iron in All Ages, page 474.

- ports, and Nantucket.

South Atlantic was but little hunted at this period.
It was not, indeed, until a few years later that the

: - whaling industry assumed large proportions.
limgion, Morris, and other counties.  The mountains in the county

Only about 40 whaling vessels were fitted out each
year, most of them from Dartmouth (which then in-
cluded New Bedford), Wellfleet and other Cape Cod
Probably less than 1,000 sea-

- men were employed; but the industry gave rise to

difficulty he sld two loads at the
ave the otherseven loadsaway. He was |
d a8 an impostor for attempling to sell stone as |

|

dependent industries, which afforded employment to
a considerable number in addition.

2J. M. Swank, Iron in All Ages, page 162.

besides large quan-
In the whole state '

it is supposed there is yearly made about 1,200 tons of bar iron, 1,200 f

ditto of pigs, 80 ditto of nail rods, exclusive of hollow ware and va-

. s i i i ities are made. Steel was
unprofitable unless conducted near large cities or rious other castings, of which vast quantities 2

T
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The cod and whale fisheries represented almost the
whole fishing industry in 1790, though herring were
caught on the New England coast, and oysters were

athered in the South for local consumption.

The total tonnage of the fishing vessels of each state
is given in Table 5, on page 30.

Commerce.— Attention has already been called to the
fact that by 1790 the shipbuilding industry had
attained considerable proportions in the United States.
At first the ships constructed were disposed of in
England. In {ime, however, the colonies awoke to
the possibilitics of profitable trade, and a maritime
class arose, bringing about an extensive interchange
of products between the inhabitants of North America
and those of other lands.

In 1790 commerce offered the most promising field
for the profitable investment of capital, and was the
chief outlet for business ability and capacity. It also
afforded the principal opportunity for the accumu-
lation of great individual wealth.  John Jacob Astor
had already acquired, in the fur trade, a fortune
(amounting to $1,000,000) of great magnitude for
that period. In all the large seaboard towns were to
be found merchants who owned vessels plying to
foreign ports. In these ships they transported mer-
chandise, either on their own account or on that of
others. Many of the merchants in Boston, New
York, and Philadelphia had amassed fortunes which
enabled them to live in a style of luxury and elegance;
John Ilancock, of Boston, and Stephen Girard, of
Philadelphia, were examples of this class of citizens.

The prosperity of the mercantile and commercial in-
terests of the colonies had not been viewed with favor
in England. Many restrictions were placed by the
British Government upon the commerce of the col-
onies. But in the face of these restrictions—many of
which were often disregarded-—the colonies had sue-
ceeded in maintaining a considerable commerce up to
the beginning of the Revolutionary War., This con-
test brought disaster to tho commercial interests of the
country, especially to the commercial state of Rhode
Island and to many ports in other New England states.
After the conclusion of peace, the volume of commerce
grew rapidly, but the centers of commercial prosperity
did not continue the same as they were before the war.

By the close of the eighteenth century the com-
merce of the young Republic had greatly increased.
American vessels had pushed to the Orient and to the
coasts of Africa, and had established a profitable trade
with those regions,

The following extract affords an idea of the com-
mercial activities of the time:

Our public papers vaunt the magnificence of the Buropean
nations, who make discoveries and voyages round the world; the

Americans do the sume thing; but they boast not of their exploits
with so much emphasia.  In September, 1790, the ship Columbia,

Captain Gray, sailed to discover the northwest of this continent;
this is his second voyage round the world; the brig Hope has sailed
for the same object. Our papers have resounded with the quarrels
of the English and Spaniards for the commerce of Nootka Sound.
The Americans make no quarrels; but they have already made a
congiderable commerce on the same coast in furs and peltry. They
were there trading in the year 1789, in good intelligence with both
parties. In the same year no less than forty-four vessels were sent
from the single town of Boston to the northwest of America, to India,
and to China. They bound not their hopes here; they expect, one
day, to open a communication more direct to Nootka Sound. Itis
probable that this place is not far from the headwater of the Missis-
sippi; which the Americans will soon navigate to its source, when
they shall begin to people Louisiana and the interior of New
Mexico, !

According to American State Papers, the imports
into and exports from the United States for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1790, were each valued at
a little over $20,000,000, or about $5 per capita. Ex-
ports to the value of $6,888,978.50 were sent to Great
Britain and Ireland; to the value of $2,077,757.50, to
the British West Indies; and to the value of $3,284,656,
to the French West Indies.

The principal imports into the country subject to
duty during the same period, in order of value, were
distilled spirits, wines, molasses, sugar, coffee, tea,
salt, nails and spikes, steel (unwrought), candles,
cheese, and soap.

The principal articles of export for that year, ar-
ranged according to value, were flour, tobacco, rice,
wheat, corn, dried fish, potash, indigo, staves and
heading, horses, meal, beef, and boards.

The changes in the value of foreign commerce be-
tween 1790 and 1907 are indicated in the following
table:

IMPORTS. EXPORTS.
EAR. U I,) r . -
Po , )
Total. capite. Total. capita.
17001, 4 e inavnersannaannsnns 2§20, 000,000 | $5. 09 8§20, 205, 156 $5.14
U7 acevnrssunaennnnaassnnnranns 1, 434, 421,425 | 16,55 1, 880, 851, 078 21.60

} August, 1789, to Septombeor 80, 1700, )

# Tha value of imports sub{(sct to ad valorom duties was $15,388,400.11. The
Amerlean State Papers do not glve the value of those which wore subﬂoet 1o specific
duties and those which were free, but responsible historians have stated that the
vadus of the total lmrort.s for 1790 was slightly in excess of $20,000,000,

8 Tonch Coxe, the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury under Washington, in
making his roport on tho value of the oxporls for the fiscal year 17490, says: “In
addition to the forogoing, a considerablo number of packages have been exported
from the United States, the value of which, being omitted in tho returns {rom the
custom-houses, could not be introduced into this abstract.”

Tt will be observed that the changes in per capita
averages in a century amounted to a threefold increase
in imports and more than a fourfold increase in
exports.

The following data as to the tonnage of American
and foreign vessels entering the ports of the United
States in 1790 are taken from Burnaby’s Travels:?

M. do Warville, Travels in North America, 1791. .
% Burnaby’s Travels through North America, third edition, Ap-

pendix No, 2,
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‘OB UNITED STATES DURING THE YEAR |
\sip 5. TONNAGE OF VESSELS WHICH ENTERED THE PORTS OF TI O
R ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1790, BY STATE OF ENTRY.

PONNAGE OF VESSELS B ELONGING T0O-—
1 . T
United Statoes. | United Foreign vountries,
STATE. Principal ports. R '{ States |
i i owith same '
All nations Vessels in | Coasting | ) With 8 | C Great
o ey Fishing | foreien o rnd i

crer-sea| vessels of ete L eonntey Total, | Britain and Al othey,

Total. the&‘; ile _Nuovér‘}n Toms,| VoS 1s. | conntey. l Treland. o,

United SUALES. - «nenene|oemcacnananmsm e nesanmnananes 766,001 || 502,526 363,003 113, 181 26,252 | - vl “'Jli'-l.‘.m | ’ U, A0 37,410

[€.aevevnnannns POrtSmONth. «.eusvnernreanns 17,011 | 13,519 11,376 1,670 478 i 350 n

&%a%rﬁg:?sﬂe _.| Boston, Salem. . 197,36 177,022 09,123 54,073 1t 1, 1 85
Rhode Island ... L Newport...oooaeeoooreaeeenn 90,842 9, 520 7,062 L, 626 N 6 W L
Connecticut...... ’| New Haven, New London.. 33,173 30,617 24, 287 (3.:M9 ...:,.‘mk IPEPRR.
New York... ..| New York.. .- 92,114 4§, %’{2 45, 8les t;,-;tzg dh.:ftl_ i (,,933 |
. 5,861 5,8 2, 08¢ 3,420 , 8

ﬁ:;i,i;ﬁ‘;{;{;- Cl w9018 56, 997 5(2)1 iz 6,08 2270 42601 9,60

5,024 4, 144 , 68 Vb R0 [R50 P

ﬁﬁ%"fé‘éﬁ: Baltimore. .. ..o..oaeeeenees 88,255 55,431 39,272 16,099 a2 8 a0

Virginia... _| Norfolk, Alexandria......... 103,893 43,529 33,560 9, m-_z Mr), .xet} nn‘...‘.z 4,001

North Carolina®. . Wilmington, Newbern...... 35,126 29,941 24,218 5,723 o I.\y 4, ‘f‘l‘: 243

South Carolina®.......ceeeenn CharlestOl..covrrennancannnnn 40,361 17,380 16,872 508 W %?.\l l:\‘ Toh 4,25

GEOLZIB e e vennmncaannacnnnnns Savannal. ....coeeaceanannns 27,245 10, 634 9,544 1,000 1,611 15041 1,570

1 Returns from June 21, 1790,

2 Returns from March 11, 1790,
3 Returns for Charleston are for three-fourths of the year only.

The ports of Massachusetts show a larger total
tonnage and also a larger tonnage of United States
vessels (both over-sea and coastwise) than those of
any other state; and to this large proportion should
be added nearly all the vessels engaged in the fisheries.

The countries owning the foreign vessels for which
the tonnage is included in Table 5, and the tonnage
brought in the vessels of the different countries,
arranged in the order of their importance, were as
follows:

Total

COUNTRY. tonnage.
ATl foreign COMNEIIeS. «vunnnianieei e 262,914
Great Britail. . oooeeeeeeeereeaaairoueeaaamnmaaameaaaeocsaaannamnannnan Ton, 347
Ireland . 3z ﬁ%

nee

Netherlands 1%1 gg
Spein.... 8, 551

Portugal. 5 92
Denmark 1,619
Germany... 1,369
Prussia 304
Sweden 311

Most of the imports and exports were landed in or
sent from a few ports. The most important of these
were Salem, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, and Charleston. About one-fifth of the value
of imports was landed in New York, while about one-
ﬂ}i'rd of that of exports was shipped from Philadel-
phia.

Salem was the headquarters for the Pacific ocean
and East Indian trade. More than forty ships were
employed in this trade, principally from that port.
The exports were ginseng, shipped direct to China,
and beef, pork, flour, and wheat, generally disposed of
at intermediate ports, on the outward passage.

From Boston the principal articles of export were
rum, potash, pearlash, lumber, fish, and the products
of the fisheries, particularly whale oil, whalebone,

soap, and candles. Rum was sent everywhere, bug
principally to Africa and its islands; most of the
potash and pearlash, to Great Britain; lumber, prin-
cipally to Great Britain and the West Indies; dried
and pickled fish, to the French and Duteh West -
Indies; and whale oil, principally to France.

The shipping from Newport, New Iaven, and New
London was carried on principally with the West
Indies, and was not extensive. The exports were
lumber, live stock, grain, and other farm produce.
From New Haven occasional cargoes of {laxseed were
sent to Ireland. .

Much of the commerce of New York was carried on
with the West Indies. The principal exports from
this city were wheat, flour, lumber, beef, pork, and
live stock.

The exports from Philadelphia exceeded in value
those from any other port, largely because of the
great quantities of flour and wheat oxported. The
West Indies afforded thoe principal market for flour,
most of which was carried im American bottoms;
Great Britain, France, Spain, and Portugal consumed
the greater part of that sent to Burope. Nearly all
of the wheat was sent to Europe. Other important
exports were Indian corn, meal, live stock, beef, and
pork.

The chief exports from Baltimore were tobacco, In-
dian corn, wheat, and flour. The tobacco trado was
conducted principally by foreign agents, with liuropean
capital, and largely in foreign shipping; most of
the tobacco was sent to Great Britain and IHolland.
Wheat went in large quantities, in foreign vessels, to
Spain and Portugal. Indian corn went chiefly to
Portugal, though much of the corn was sent in
American craft to the Eastern and Southern states.

Charleston was by far the most important port of
the South. The foreign commerce was large, and
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about three-fifths of it was carried in foreign vessels.
From Charleston was sent nearly all the rice and indigo
exported. Great Britain, Germany, Holland, France,
and the West Indies took most of the rice, and Great
Britain and Holland nearly all the indigo. Other
exports were tar, pitch, turpentine, tobacco, lumber,
and cotton.

The exports from Savannah were much the same

31

as those from Charleston, and were carried
in foreign vessels.

The following table, from American State Papers;
shows whence the incoming tonnage came. The data
do not agree with those shown in Table 5—DBurnaby’s
table having been compiled later, and probably from
revised figures.

principally

Tasre 6.—TONNAGE OF VESSELS WHICH ENTERED THE PORTS OF THE UNITED STATES DURING THE YEAR!
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1790, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO COUNTRY BY WHICH OWNED AND TRADE IN

WHICH EMPLOYED.

TONNAGE IN OVER-SEA TRADE, FROM PORTS IN— TONNAGE OF COASTERS, Tonnage
of foreign
vessels (in~
Foreign America. cluded in
the f())rfe-
. Total golng) from
OWNED BY tonnage. R l‘Cmiort)e Alsia Alrica | _South of the Un %’g{gﬁ%ﬁg
orelgn || and its | and its | andits | United States. Total. || Licensed.| y; - 4
countries. || islands.? | islands.? | islands.?,3 1;1;031; 6085 ticensed. | sals of the
| United somited
West | Al | States. s aTe
Indies. | other. mitted.
Allcountries. . .. .o.ooiieiieaiann.. 726,501 || 542,962 || 240,485 4,842 384 | 268,735 | 4,032 23,884 l 183,599 || 113,181 70,418 115, 428
United States. .. o 46T, 468 |1 287,616 || 113,208 4,067 3056 | 167,400 281 1,760 || 169,852 || 113,181 56,671 I,
United States with sowme foreign country 64 964 904 | T . F P | P
Foreign countrios....veeevurennnn.. 208, 120 11 254,382 || 126,318 175 79| 101,335 | 4,351 22,124 13,747 115, 428
United Klngdm}l. ........ 200, 803 220, 116 108,008 ..o oLl 92,876 | 1,260 21,987 | 9,77 110, 952
Great Britaln.............. 226, 747 217,183 ) 2, 3 20 21,987 | 9, 564 110, 407
Ireland....ooooiiiiiinnann. 3, 140 2,033 5 213 545
France.....ccoovveunnnnennn. 13, 802 11,875
Notherlands....veeeeenaeen.. 6, §:41 6,332
FS1 0001 T, 8,772 8, 582
Portugal. 2,850 2, 850
Denmark... 2,410 1,740
Hanse towns 1,48 1,048
Prussia..... S
Sweden., . 311 128 .
All other. .. 802 802 !

? Madeira, Canary, and Capo Verde islands are ineluded
* Capo of Good Hope and islands of Bourbon,

The countries shown in the foregoing table as owners
of the foreign shipping are the same, and are in the same
order, as those given in the tabular statement on page
30, except that Germany in the statement mentioned
is replaced by the Ilanse towns in Table 6. Of the
over-sea conunerce of 542,962 tons, more than half was
carried in ships belonging to the United States (most
of them being owned in Massachusetts), and the bulk
of the remainder in British vessels. Nearly one-half
of the imports from Hurope were brought in vessels
belonging to the United States.

Particularly noticeable is the fact that nearly one-
half of all imports were from the West Indies, and that
much more than one-half of the West Indiap imports
were brought in vessels belonging to the United States,
chiefly from the ¥rench West Indies. Most of the
remainder was brought in British vessels, from British
West Indian ports into which the ships of the United
States were not allowed to enter; it was in consequence
of this fact that in 1790 measures were being agitated
in Congress with a view to diseriminating duties on
cargoes of British vessels.

» EDUCATION.
In all of the Northern states, laws were in force in

1790 which provided for the education of children in

L Roturns for North Caroling, from March 11, 1790; those for Rhode Island, from June 21, 1790,
with Burope, instead of with Africa.
Mauritius, and St. Helena are included with Asia, instead of with Africa.

the rudiments of knowledge. In New England nearly
everyone possessed a common school education, and a
person of mature years who could not read and write
was rarely to be found. Every Massachusetts town
having 50 householders or more was required to main-
tain a schoolmaster to teach children and youth to
read and write; and every town that had 100 families
was required to maintain a grammar school.!

In the Middle states there were fewer state laws
relating to compulsory education, but public schools
were common. There were very few freeborn illiter-
ates in these states. In Pennsylvania and parts of
New Jersey there were large numbers of Germans, and
in isolated localities the German language was in com-

LA few academies with limited resources prepared lads for Har-
vard or Yale. The great body of the people were educated in the
district school, two months in the winter by a man, two months in
summer by a woman. The three R's were taught there by a poor
scholar generally, or by a youth who was earning means to complete
hisown education. Therange of books was very limited. Stoutold
Ezekiel Cheever’s Latin Accidence had held the ground during
the century for the upper class of pupils. Noah Webster’s spelling
book was just coming into use, with Webster’s Selections, Morse’s
Geography, and the Youth’s Preceptor. The Bible was the ground-
work of all reading. The helps to the pupils being few in compari-
son with modern resources and methods, the seli-help and reliance
developed by this crude system of education was something remark-
able. %‘his appeared in average characters and ordinary minds.”—
Weeden: Economicand Social History of New Fngland, 1640-1789, Vol.
II, page 861.
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mon use and was taught in the schools. It would
appear, however, that the literacy was quite as high
among the Germans as among the English.

In the Southern states there were but few free public
schools, because of the dispersed situation of the in-
habitants; and in the larger towns there were but few
academies. Iducation was confined largely to the
wealthier classes. Wealthy men were accustomed to
send their sons to the colleges in the Northern states or
to Europe to complete their education. In the thinly
settled western sections a large proportion of the peo-
ple were illiterate. Among the slaves, illiteracy was
almost the universal condition.

Higher education in the United States in 1790 con-
sisted largely in the study of the classics. The gradu-
ating classes of 1789 in all the colleges aggregated only
about 170. The following list shows the most im-
portant colleges and universities in the United States
in 1790, and in most instances gives the approximate
number of students.

Date of
INSTITUTION. Location, found- | Students
ing. in 1780.
Dartmouth College. e ueererenrnnennnn Hanover, N. H........ 1769 | 152.
Harvard University..eecoeeeivuiaanas Cambridge, Mass...... 1636 | 120 to 150.
Rhodq,tIs)land College (Brown Uni- | Providence, R. I...... 1764 | About 60.
versity). -

Yale CoYlege ......................... New Haven, Conn....| 1700 | 150 to 250.
Columbia College | New York, N.Y......{ 1754 |30 to 40.
Nassau Hall (Princeton Unive ..| Princeton, N.J.......{ 1746 | About 70.
Queens (Rutgers) College. .. Brunswick, N, J......} 1766 | 30 to 40.
University of Pennsylvania.......... Philadelphia, Pa......| 1740
Dickinson College........ ..| Carlisle, Pa.....cc.... 1783 | About 80.
Franklin Cotlege.. .. .| Lancaster, Pa. 1787
‘Washington College. . .| Chestertown, M 1782
St. Jobns College..... -| Annapolis, Md... 1784
Georgetown University. . ..| Georgetown, Md...... 1789
William and Mary College........... Williamsburg, Va..... 1693 | About 30.

Law, theology, and medicine were about the only
professions in the United States in 1790. New
England was the seat of learning in law and theology;
and Philadelphia—through the influence of Frank-
lin—in medicine ! and science. Some of the colleges
doubtless offered professional courses; but there were
only two medical schools in the country, and no
regular school of law. At that period it was custom-
ary to acquire & professional education by a period

. 1%“The physician had not then become the priest and natural con-
fessor of the American household, as he is to-day; but he was of
}g)reat importance in the social system. His education through

ooks was scanty, judged by modern standards, while a large
knowledge of human kind drawn from direct observation served
to bring him into close accord with his patients. Apothecaries
were hardly known outside the largest towns; for the doctors’
saddlebags carried the simple pharmacy to the remotest hut.
Cheerfully those public servants toiled over the hardest roads, in
every season and in all weather, to attend rich and poor alike; the
country doctor could not choose his patients if he would. A rigid
standard of custom gave his services to all who needed them, fees
being hardly considered when anyone needed medical attendance.
‘‘ The fees were very modest. HEvenin Boston, prior to 1782, the
ordinary visit was charged at 1 shilling 6 pence to 2 shillings.
Half a dollar was only charged ‘such as were in high life” In
that year a club of the leading physicians fixed the common fee at
50 cents, in consultation at §1. Night visits were doubled; mid-
wifery was at §8; capital operations in surgery, at £5 lawful money;
medicines were charged at very high prices, comparatively.”’—
Weeden: Economic and Social Hastory of New England, 1620~1789,
Vol. I1, page 863. .

of study in the office of some one who had become
eminent in law or medicine, as the case might be.

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS.

The newspapers and periodicals known to have
been published in the United States during some part
of the year 1790 number 103. This number com-
prises those publications which are fully authenticated,
and of which a complete list will be found on page
33. It is believed to include all publications issued in
several of the states, and the more influential and im-
portant newspapers and periodicals published in the
remaining states. The list, however, is probably in-
complete. It is not to be doubted that there were a
considerable number of publications of which, after
the lapse of more than a century, all record has van-
ished. In some instances, indeed, references are made
by local historians to publications which were evi-
dently in existence in 1790, but of which no further
trace can be found.

The following table analyzes, by period of issue,
the publications in each state in 1790:

Newspapers and periodicals published in the Uniled States in 1790,
classified by period of issue.

B .
e} . = i
3 SO g E
STATE. . B o =] 51 ]
= P - 3 =3 E
' 2ls | 818|884
B RA|&|EBE |2 |A]|P
United States. ............ 103 8 12 73 6 1 3
New England states........... 87 [leeannn 3 32 22 PRSI
MAIN . - eeeceencaceaeenaaaaaa 2| I I
New Hampshire. ...cccocaiooiioot [0 1
Vermont. ...ocovoniemenananaaaiaans |28 PR N
Massachusetts T T, 2
Rhode Island. - 35 IO IR
Connecticut. .. . [ | PO N
Middle states.....ocaannacaaans 42 7 6 22 4 1 2
New York.... 14 3 4 4 kN 2
New Jersey.-. b 3 { PR IR 2 .. A P
Pennsylvani 23 4 2 14 ) PR
DelaWare. .. cuneecevacsnaseccanconan 2 fleeeenc]innnan P28 PRSI FURNRN SO
Southern states. ccaeeeacaaa. 24 1 3 120 PO P, 1
Maryland. oo cieiiiiaiaeiairacaenan
Virginda.....coinioanaan .
North Carolina..
South Carolina. .
Georgia. .. ......
KentueKy oeeereenmenaramanancacanuan

Of the 103 publications reported, 96 were news-
papers and 7 were periodicals. More than one-third
of the whole number were published in New England,
and two-fifths in the Middle states. Most of the
newspapers published south of the Potomac are
credited to Maryland and Virginia.

An examination of the proportions of daily, semi-
weekly, weekly, and monthly publications in 1790
naturally suggests the following comparison with the
corresponding  proportions of the immense volume of
publications issued in 1900. The most striking fact
revealed by this comparison is the growth of the daily
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paper and the monthly periodical at the expense of
weekly and semiweekly papers.

|

1
PERIOD OF ISSUE. | 1790 [ 1900

| |

|
DAY e e e 7.8 13.2
Semiweekly 13.6 { 2.5
Weekly..... 68.9 ] 34.9
Monthly.. 5.8 | 34.6
All other 3.9 i 4.8

In 1790 the contents of newspapers were chiefly
advertisements, notices of auction sales, shipping
news, short clippings from papers in other states,
letters from places in the West and from the West
India Islands, and extracts from European news-
papers. There were also a few broad jokes and
anecdotes scattered through the pages. Events of
local interest were seldom published, and editorial
remarks were few in number, although sometimes
vigorous in expression.

During the sessions of Congress the debates were
published at length in all the daily papers, and impor-
tant bills were given in full, even to the signatures of
the President and Vice-President. But there were
no news collecting agencies, and little of the news
published seems to have come to the knowledge of
the editors through any systematic efforts of their
own. Veryfew,if any, of the papers had correspond-
ents in different sections of the country.

The weekly paper was in many cases the only

33

outlet for literary activity. There were long dis-
quisitions on religious and political topies, and essays
after the manner of the Spectator were frequent.
There were also numerous communications from
local writers. These were never signed by the writer,
but with some such classical pseudonym as Publicola,
Nestor, or Cicero; they usually abounded in classical
allusions and quotations, and were on all subjects—
religion, politics, law, medicine, and morals.

In no instance was the eirculation of a newspaper
published in 1790 very large; it probably did not ex-
ceed 1,000 copies per issue in the case of the most pros-
perous publication. In 1789 not less than 30,000
copies of newspapers were printed every week in New
England;* they circulated in almost every town and
village.

Newspapers were usually distributed by newsboys,
or by postboys who made long trips through the rural
districts on horseback, performing other errands along
their routes. Drivers of stagecoaches sometimes re-
ceived subscriptions for papers, and distributed them
on regular trips.

Some of the newspapers published in 1790 have sur-
vived to the present time; but most of those whieh are
still published are issued under names which have been
partially or completely changed, and some have been
merged in other publications.

! Gazetteer of the United States, Jedediah Morse.

Newspapers and periodicals published in 1790.

Date when

1

Publisher in 1790. |

i . . | i
FLACE OF PU’?;.I&‘;‘A_.JJO * AND mILE | Peni;dl%&ss e | established. First publisher. | Remarks.
i
MAINE. | :
]
Portlan ! )
The Cumberland Gazette........... Weekly....... Jan. 1,1785.c.c..n... { B % ﬁ g 31 zxg ‘{l‘;;cteomb and | Thomas B. Wait._........ }Consohdated Sepz 3, 1796; in
Gazette of Maine. . ...........c..... Weekly....... Oct. 1,1790......... | Benjamin Titeomb............ Benj. Titeomb. _.......... | existenceinl
! |
NEW HAMPSHIRE. ! |
Concord: | b 3
The Concord Herald and New- | Weekly....... Jan. 6,1790e.. ... ... | George Hough....ocoeemennnnn George Hough........... - Discontinued Oct. 30, 1805.
D hampshire Intelligencer. I !
over: . N . . .
Political and Sentimental Reposi- | Weekly....... July 15, 1790........ Eliphalet Ladd...c.c.ccooot. Eliphalet Ladd........... | Discontinued in 1829.
tory, or Strafford Recorder.
Exe %\Teew Hampshire Gazetteer.........; Weekly....... Aug. —,1788........ Henry Ranlet................. Henry Ranlet............. Discontinued in 1797.
The New Hampshire Recorder and | Weekly....... Aug.7,1789.........! James D. Griffith............. James D. Griffith......... ' Discontinued in 1792.
the Weekly Advertiser. | |
Portsmouth: o . B Wy editi .
The New-Hampshire Gazette, and | Weekly....... Oct. 7,1756.........| Daniel Fowle................. John Melcher............. ecame weekly edition o
the General Advertiser. Daily Chronicle in 1861
In existence in 1895.
Oshorne’s New Hampshire Spy.....| Semiweekly...; Oct. 24, 1786._...... Geo. Jerry Osborne........... Geo. Jerry Osborne....... : Discontinued in 1783.
VERMONT. ’
B T.hgt‘? gximont Gazette eeeeenn] Weekly.__.._. June 5,1783......... Anthony Haswell and David | Anthony Haswell and Da- i In existence in 1879.
""""" Russell. vid Russell. ‘
Windsor: 7 ? v Tournal in 1900,
Vermont Journal and TUniversal | Weekly....... Aug.7,1783......... George Hough and Alden | George Hough (?) and Al- | Vermont Journal in .
i S . H
Advertiser. Spooner. den Spooner. |
MASSACHUSETTS.
BOSt’ll‘)l?é Boston Gazette and the Coun- | Weekly....... Apr.7,1755......... Benjamin Edes and John Gill. B%léamin Edes and Benj. " Discontinued Sept. 17, 1768.
es, jr. i .
m'&ﬁgﬁé'ém Chronicle and the Aug. 2, 1768... . Samuel Hall.................. Thomsas Adams........... fo;gg?sexrnlgt;ssgon Daily Ad-
Universal Advertiser.!
- i3 D, E E.POWars.......o...i Edward E. Powars....... Probably consolidated with
-AI.'“"ncm:(}Hemtléi And The Wesh Oct. 27, 1781 dward the Herald of Freedom in
Ington Gasefte. o Moot
The Columbian Centinel. ... ... Semiweekly...| Mar. 24, 1784........ ‘l ngi‘nanﬁ Warlf}:en and Benja- Benjemin Russell.._....... Ms,regr?;?ség f{?ﬁ? 1340.y i

1 Established at Salem.
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Newspapers and, periodicals publzshe(l in 1790—Continued.

First publisher.

Publisher in 1790,

N AND TITLE Period of issue Date when
PLACE OF FUBLIGATD in 1790. established.
M ASSACHUSETTS—continued.
—Continued. .
BOSt'I?}?e Gentlemen and Ladies’ Town | Monthly...... May, 1784..covvnnee-
try Magazine.
Tﬁg%igfﬁg o%vFregdom ............ Semiweekly. ..| Sept. 15, 1788.......-
The Massachusetis Magazine, Or | Monthly...... Jan.—, 1789.......-
Monthly Museum.
bur,
\ewTheyE%sex Journal and New Hamp- | Weekly....... Dec. 1, 1773 ccaenen
shire Packet.
Northampton: .
The Irl)a,mpshxre Gazette............ Weekly....... Sept. 6, 1786.......-.
Pittsfield:
Berkshire Chronicle and Massachu- | Weekly....... May 8, 1788...c....-
al setts Intelligencer.
Salem:
The Salem Gazette................. Weekly....... Oct. 14, 1786. . ....-.
Sprin
v gfe Hampshlre Chronicle. ......... Weekly....... Mar. 1, 1787. . ...
Sbockbndge
W 'he Western Star Nov.—, 1789........
oroester
Thomas’s Massachusetts Spy; or | Weekly....... July 17, 1770. .. .....
The Worcester Gazette.}
RHODE ISLAND.
Newport:
W’I}‘}lfie Newport Mereury............. Weekly....... Sept. —, 1758. ......
Newport Herald........oocoaveannn. Weekly.-...... Mar. 1, 1787,
Providence:
The Providence Gazette and Coun- | Weekly....... Oct. 20, 1762........
try Journal.
United States Chronicle. ............ Weekly....... Jan. 1,1784.........
CONNECTICUT.
bury:
The Farmer’s Journal.............. Weekly....... Mar. 18, 1790.. ...
Hartford:
The Connecticut Courant and | Weekly....... Oct. 29, 1764........
Weekly Intelligencer.
The American Mercury............. Weekly....... July 12, 1784........
Litchfield:
The Weekly Monitor; and American | Weekly....... Dec. 21, 1784........
Advertiser.
Middletown:
Middlesex Gazette or Federal Ad- Nov. 8, 1785.........
viser.
New Haven:
Connecticut Journal. . . .| Oct. 23, 1767........
The New Haven Gazette. .| Jan.5,1790.........
New London:
Connecticut Gazette......... - .| Aug.8,1758.........
Norwich:
The Norwich Packet and the Con- Dec. 16, 1773. .. .....
necticuf, Massachusetts, New
Hampshu'e, and Rhode Island
Weekly Advertiser.
Iban NEW YORK.
The Albany Gazette................ Semiweekly...| May 28, 1784........
The Albany Register. .............. ) — —, 1788 .......
GOS]’JI‘% Goshen Repos
e Goshen IUTL) o SRR (RPN — — 1788........
Hudson: o
Hudson Gazette.................... Weekly....... Apr. 7,1785........
Lans! urg:
F eml Herald......ooooaemaaaaae. Weekly....... May 5,1788........
New York:
The New York Journal and Patn— Semiweekly...| May 29, 1766........
egi
'l‘he Argus, or Greenleaf’s New Daily| Daily......... May 29, 1766........
Advertiser.
New York Packet.. .| Jan. 4,1776.
The Daily Advertiser. .. Mar. 1,1785.
The New York Daily Gazette. ..| Deec. 29 1788.
Gazette of the United Statess....... .| Apr. 15 1789.
New York Magazine................ Monthly...... Jan.,1790....
Weekly Museum ................... Weeklyy. ............ SO
Poughkeep:
Poughkeepsie Journalé. ... yimven Weekly....... - —,1734........
NEW JERSEY.
\eleg B k
e runswic Gazette............ Weekly....... . —
Elnbebiesy eekly Sept 1786........
New Jersey Journal, and Political { Weekly....... — ~—17e.......
Intelligencer. ’ T
The Christian’s, scho]ar s, and | Bimonthly....| Apr. — 1789.__ . ..
farmer’s magazin } )
1 Establxshed at Boston. 2 Weekly in 1792.

.| Samuel Loudon

Job Weeden and William Bar-
rett.

Edmund Freeman and Loring
Andrews.

Isaiah Thomas and Ebenczer
T. Andrews.

Isaizh Thomas and Henry W.
Tinges.

William Butler

Roger Storrs..... bmecrccucsane

John Dabney and Thomas C.
Cushing.

Zephaniah Webster...........

Loring Andrews
Isaiah Thomas

James Franklin, jr
Peter Edes.

William Goddard..
Bennett Wheeler. ...

Nathan Douglas and Edwards
Ely.

Thomas Green

Joel Barlow and Elisha Bab-
cock.

Thomas Collier and Copp

Woodward and Green

Thomas and Samuel Green. . .
Timothy Green
Alexander Robertson & James

Robertson and John Trum-
bull.

Charles R. Webster
Robert Barber

David Mandeville

Charles R. Webster and Ash-
bel Stoddard.

Babeock and Hickok
John Holt

Francis Childs

enno

-] Thomas and James Swords....

John Holt

Shelly Arnett .. ..............
Shepard Kollock
Shepard Kollock

# Removed to Philadelphia Oct. 13, 1790.

.| Peter Edes....
.| John Carter
.| Bennett Wheeler

John Holt........... sraruaran

John and Archibald M’Lean. .
.| John F\

Nathanicl Coverley

Edmund Freeman

Isaiah Thomas and Bhes
nezer ' Andrews.

John Mycall

William Butler

Rogor Storrs

Thomas . Cushing

Ezra Waldo Weld

Loring Andrews

Isaish Thomas

Henny Barber.

Nathan Douglas and Rd-
wards Ely.

Barzillal Hudson and Geo.
Goodwin.
Elisha Babcock

Thomas Collier

Moses H. Woodward

Thomas and Samuel Green

Charles R. Webster and
Ashbel Stoddard.

Babcock and Hickok......
Thomas Greenleaf........

Thos. Greenleaf...........
Samuel Loudon
Philip Freneau...........
Archibald M’Lean
John Fenno

Abraham Blauvelt
Shepard Kollock
Shepard Kollock

Hemarks.

Discontinued in December,
1700,
In existenco June 28, 1793,

Discontinued in Deeember,

PALTS

Becamoe the Morning Starin
April, 1794, Discontinued
hefors 1800,

Berkshire County Ragle in
1900,

In existence in 1900,

In existence in 1895.

In existence in 1795,

In existence in 1898.

The Massachusetts Spy in
1800,

..| In existence in 1900.
.| Discontinued in 1791,

Rhodoe  fsland
American in October, 1825.
Discontinued in 1802.

Merged in

Republican Farmer (Bridge-
port) in 1900.

In existence in 1900.
Merged in the Independent
Press in 1833.

Discontinued in 1806.
Discontinued in May, 1834.

Connecticut Ierald and
Weekly Journal in 1900.

.| Discontinued June 29, 1791.
.| Discontinued in 1844.

Discontinued in 1804.

Discontinued Apr. 14, 1845.
er%ed in New ork Stand-

Discontinued in 1804.

In existence in 1900.

In existence in 1890.
Discontinued in 1810.
Dissc%ntinued in November,
et 1S, 1580,

In existence in 1828.
M-iegg?d in North Americanin

.| Discontinued in 1797.
.| In existence in 1816.

United with Poughkecpsie
Eaglein1814. Inexistence
in 1850.

In existence in 1816.
Dllxggbel:h Daily Journal in
Discontinued in March, 1791.

+ Establfshed in New York Cily.
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Newspa pers and periodieals published in 1790—Continued.

of OF PUBLICATION AND TIPLE | Period of bsue Date when ¥ . :
PLACE O et : LT established. First publisher. Tublisher in 1790, Remarks.
PENNSYLVANIAL !
Carliles e Gzt o, & the Western | Wenkdy .| Aug. 10, 17 Kline and Reynolds .
“;soﬁosliury P o R, i Meweinn LTOITRAL L and Reynolds.......... Kline and Reynolds...... In cexistence June 9, 1790,
Chambershurg: . .
Vostorn Advertiser and Chambers- 1 Weekly ..o June - 1790, ... William Davison........ V' wis e N 2 ;
\ l(mr.! Weekly. : i avison............. Wm. Davison............ Franklin Repository in 1900.
Germantown: s -
Dile (rermantauner Zeltung......... , Weeldy.oo Aug. 20, 1739, .| Christopher Saur.. . .| Michael Billmeyer.. . .| Discontinued in 1809
Harrishurg: ) . ‘ .
’l‘lug Oracle of Dauphin.... . ‘ Weekly. ..o s, 178, . T Roberts and Co..aaa.aa T. Roberts and Co........| Discontinued about 1832,
Lancaster: .
Unpartheylsehe  Laneiister - Weekly.ooo Aug, 8 18T Stiemer, Albrecht 1 woht & O Iyiseontinge
Ne}}:\cl!tunlz [und izl N it t , 17 emer, Albrecht, and Labn..| Johann Al{)!‘uht & Co....| Discontinued in 1794,
ten. ™~
Philadelphia:? . .
The Pennsylvania (azsette......... Weelily. ... Dree, 94,1728, ..L L Samuel Keimer. ..o, David Hall and William | Became Saturday Evening
Sellers. ip°f&>i<’f 1821. In existence
le Ilzfmx‘lvl‘(}:‘t‘lhﬂx Journal and | Semiweeklve | Dees 21742 Willlam Bradford............. William and Thos. Brad- Diélcontiﬁued in 1797,
eekly Advertiser. 1 ford.
The Penngylvania Packotand Dally © Dafly oo Oct, 28, 1T John Dunlap. cooeveiiiinan, John Dunlap and David | Merged in the North Ameri-
Advertiser. C. Claypoole. ;‘.nl}gion) 1840. In existence
n 0.
%‘go Alrmlnim:‘I:l{ugual;x;l.f..‘.é.,”\ ) i\lunillxly ..... J\un. o {71‘; ........ li’riﬂ\:}rdl;ul\l(l B4 0 | P P, In existence in 1790
@ Freeman’s Jo Y w0 Seekly .o Apr. 26, UL franels Balley ..o francis | Oy .. 2 ;
North Amoriean Intellipencer, 1 ¢ oy Francis Balley............ Discontinued in 1792.
Gemeim\ﬂwllxg . Phikuelphisehe { Weekly oo May 21, I%81........ Malehior Steiner.....oooooan Melchior Steiner.......... Discontinued in 1810.
Sorrespondens.
midfm?(l«‘(\m (!Lazl«sltmr, orthe Crone | Dadly oo Apr. 13,1782, ....... Fleazer Oswald. .o oveeeueaaaas Eleazer Oswald . ......ov.. Discontinued in 1799,
olo of Freadom.
Pennsylvania Mercury and The | Weekly....... Aug. 20,1784, ... .0 Dantel Tumphreys........... Daniel Humphreys.......
Universal Advertiser.
Universal Asylum and Columbian | Monthly...... Sopto- - 1780 Matthew Carey, T, SIAAONS, [veevverieraeiairerarnaeeaans Discontinued in Decomber,
Magazine. ({. "l‘x}lbot,l W : Spotswood, 1792. ’
&L Prenchard.
The tlnﬁri¢v§§ln¥\xa(~lxxx\: or Unis | Monthly.o.oof Jang o 1087 Matthew Carey. .o veiieeanias Matthew Carey...cuoeen.. Discontinued Deec. 31, 1702,
VOrst N
The Foderal Gazotte nnd Philadels | Dadlya.oo, Mar, 8 IT88........ Andrew Brown....oooeennnnn Androw Brown.......o... Merged in North American
phia Dally Advortiser. | i 0.
Der General = Posthothe an  die | Bemiweekly...| Nov, 27, (780, Melehior Stelner, . voaoiiaaee Melchior Steiner.......... Discontinued about July,
Deutsche Natton, | 1790.
Die Chesnuthiller Wochensehrift .0 Weekly, oo, Ot 81000, Samuel ST e Samuel Saur. e In oxistence in 1704.
The General Advertiver and Politt  Dadlyoooon Ooty -, 10 eawn Benjamin Franklin Bache....| Benjamin Franklin Bache.| Mergod in ’ennsylvania Ga-
cal, Commoroinl, Agrioultural utd zette in 1828,
Literary Journal,
mttgfxmmm' Weekly Museum ..o Weeklyooo., N 11 T O In existence in 1700.
urge
R g{ttsgurg Gagotto.oonviennn, ceee ] Weoklyoa., July 20, 1786........ John Seulland Joseph Tl .o es e ine oo iiaeiicaenen Commercial Gazotte in 1900,
eading:
Neus Unparthoyischa Roadinger | Weoklyoo.o., Poh, 18, 1780, .. cves Johnson, Barton, and Jung- | Barton and Jungmann....; Discontinuoed in 1816
Zettung und Anzeigse Nachriohten. ann, .
rk:
Pennsylvania Herdd and York | Weekly.......| Jan, 7, 1780000 Jamoes Kdie, John Bdle, und | James Rdie, John Edie, | In oxistence in 1769.
General Advertiser, Henry Wilcocks. and Ilenry Wilcocks.
DELAWARD.
Wilmington:
Wilmington Gazetto...... e R T B i £ O TR T LR LR RS A e e In existence in 1880.
The Delawnre GRastitt, «overnnoven o Wooklyooo .. Mur, - 1785, ... Potor Brynbory and Sumuel | Petor Brynberg and Sam- | In existonco in 1894.
Axudrows, uel Androws.
MARYLAND,
Annapolls:
Maryland Gozotte. . veueen e Weokly. o] Jan 17,1746 Jonas Grooi . csceseensiaaans Frgdnrick and Samuel | Discontinued in 1839.
roon.
Baltimore: !
The Mﬂtm{imumal and Baltl | Semiweokly.. .| Aug 20, 1778,.... Lo Willlam Goddard. ... . . W{\n. (}ﬁddar(l and James | Baltimore American in1900.
more Advertiser, | ~ Angoell.
The Maryland Gazette; or the Bal- | Hemiweskly,. | May 16, 1788........ John Hayes. . oovewene. L John Hayes.wuevveinnnns In existonce in 1791,
Eutotﬁlmom Advertlser, |
M{j;éémd Herald and mmtmnmmmi WorkEY s aavaas] May 18, 1700, oo JAmos COWAINLL e ieee s Jamoes COWAN. wvannineeans In existence in 1804.
ntelligencer.
TFraderiok:
'I‘t%? iumaﬁdl (‘,1\r‘umum and the | Weokly. ..., | Jan. 4, 178600, Matthing Bartgis, oooveiinaanes Matthias Bartgis..c....... In existence in 1824.
nlve dvertiser,
The Maryland CGagotte and Frods | Woekly.......] Man 41700, 00 John WIDLoT.ceveeeeeneens John Winter...oooeeeanns In existence in 1791.
Geor ertjgskn ;mkly Advortiser,
wnt
19 Tmes and the Patowmnok | Weokly, ... ool Feby oy 17RO Lo Charles Flerer.. oo ceeaianans Ctﬁrl??)}:llﬁtl?r and Thos. | In existence in 1791.
at. | . Fosdlek. )
I Gﬁ%‘ﬁﬂwwn Weokly Lodger, oo oo Wenkly.ooo.. Mar, =, 10 aaany - Doy and Haneoek ..o Duay and Haneock......... In existence in 1793,
oratown:
AShInEOn BPY v iwnrvaniinsanes Weokly . veoaae| Jan, L 1700 a Stowart Horbert e e enninees Stowart Herbort. e euvir .. Tn existence in 1797.
VIRGINIA,
Fradoricksburg:
The vtmﬁm Tlorld nnd Freders | Weekly. ool oo o0 WRTaan Phnothy CGretN. e c e e Thuothy Groen. ... ..e... In oxistence in 1836.
icksburg Advertiser,
Martinshu&: . )
1‘21\;?1m ‘i Quardian and Borkeley | Weekly oo Nov, - 100, vvnes Naothanlel Willis. oo ceiienns Nathaniel Willis. . .oooees In existence in 1896.
vertiger,
Norfolk: .
The Norfolk and Portsmouth | Weekly. oo AU 2, 1TR0. Prontis and Baxter .oooienes Prentis and Baxter....... In existonce in 1703.
" Chronfole.
rsburg: .
The \ylmlnm Gagotte nod Potorse | Weekly. oo July -, 1780 ... Miles Uunter & Willlam | Willlam Prontis........ ...| In existenco in 1800.
burg Intelligoncer, Prentls.

1800 also Cngetto of the United Statey, which was published in New York clby until Oct. 13, 1700, when it wus removed to Philadelphia.

SNow in the District of Columhin.
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Newspapers and periodicals published in 1790—Continued.

FLACE OF PUBLICATION AND TITLE Periodof Issue | Date when Tirst publisher. Publisher in 1790. Remarks.
VIRGINIA—continued.
Richmond: e . .
Virginia (!}azette and Independent | Weekly....... Aug. 6,1736........ William Parks................ John Dixon............... In existence in 1793.
Chirgnicle.: . . ~
The Virginia Gazette and Weekly | Weekly....... - —, 1T82........ Tlg)matq Nicolson and William | Thomas Nicolson..........| In existence in 1793.
Advertiser. rentiss. . A
The Virginia Independent Chron- | Weekly....... — —1786....... Augustine Davis.............. Augustine Davis.......... Discontinued in 1809.
icle and General Advertiser.
Winchester: . N = . . A
The Virginia Gazette, and Win- | Weekly....... July 11,1787........ Bartgis & Willcocks........._. Bartgis & Co.............. In existence in 1790.
chester Advertiser. .
The Virginia Centinel; or the Win- | Weekly....... Apr. 2,1788....... Richard Bowen and Co....... Richard Bowen and Co.. .| In existence in 1800.
chester Mercury.

NORTH CAROLINA.
Fayetteville: . .

The Fayetteville Chronicla or NOTTh ..o oo in ittt e In existence in 1790.

Carolina Gazette,

BOUTH CAROLINA.

Charleston:
The State Gazette of South Carolina.! Semiweekly...| Apr. — 1777........ Peter Timothy................ Ann 8. Timothy........_. Discontinued in 1800.
The City Gazette or Daily Adver- | Daily......... Mar, —, 1783........ John Miller....................| Markland and M'Iver..._. In existence in 1817.
tiser.
GEORGIA.
Augusta: i
Thf; élugéxsta Chronicle and Gazette | Weekly....... Oct. 2,1786........ John E. Smith...... .......... | John E. Smith............ In existence in 1900.
of the State. i
Savannah: |
Gaorgia Gazette. oo vercvieecnenan Weekly....... Apr. 17,1763........ James Johnston............... ' Janges and NicholasJohn- | Discontinued in 1802.
i ston.
EENTUCEY. !
Lexington: i
Kentucke Gazette. _................ Weekly....... Aug. 11,1987_....... John Bradford. ............... ‘ John Bradford............ Discontinued in 1848.
1 Established at Willlamsburg.
SLAVERY. It is claimed, however, that this total is too small,

and that a closer estimate would bring the number to

/ ) ﬁgﬂr 3 3
1619, when 20 African negroes were brought to James- iZgéoé)}?atoihzvireffféoggﬁu;\llri'mcgig t?on Wazs 110n dlt
town by Dutch traders and sold to the planters of = P abou
p - -
. . . 2,500 between 1715 and 1750, and 3,500 for the period
Virginia. A¢ that time the sale of Africans who had |y 'y 75470 1760, The following decade was the
been. captured or pu;chased was sanctioned by the period of greatest activity, the importation reaching
%a@mg Eurot;ieal; nations, and for;nedavery profitable an average of 7,400 a VGZ;I'. For the twenty years
s, ogeﬁesdatf: :ﬁzgfrg}tzingo’fggzgfﬁ gi giz from 1771 to 1790 the average fell to 1,700, but for
coast of No_rth America, introduced slavery into most | zléetg:r;{)ai;ﬁ?ﬁd;&ilf{hgr%?;fil:ag Stthaetels?%ilv?;)soﬁt)zn
of the colome:q soon a.f ber thgy were founded. The only than double that number. By 1790 the survivore |
colony established with ordinances against this institu- and descendants of the Afr.ican)slaves imported s
tion was Georgia; and this state also was soon forced, bered 757.208. accordine té ‘ the Fe der;fl ce o n—f
by social contact and business competition with the T © + oensus o

- . . . that year.
;lelelskfomg settlements, to legalize the holding of Early in the history of the Southern colonies the

The actual importations of slaves can only be esti- planters realized th.at slave lz'tbor. could be utilized
mated. Mr. Carey, author of a work on the slave to good advantage in the cult.wa't on of tob.acco and
trade, is the authority for the followi estimate some other crops.* At the beginning of the eighteenth

of the number of slaves imported: century negro slayery was considered _by the settlers
of all of the colonies as a usual and routine matter, and

. in the New England and Middle colonies, as well ag
PERIOD. ciamer | in the South, the possession of slaves was generally

Slavery was introduced into the colonies in August,

Total.... 1The cotton crop, which later furnished an extensive field for
Prior to 1715 slave labor, did not assume great importance until the invention
171510 1750 . of the cotton gin in 1793. ‘After that date the employment of
1751 to 1760.... .. : slaves in the cultivation of cotton became especially profitable
%_:75{ g i% ...... since this crop furnishes work for a considerable portion of the yea.r’
17T €0 BR0S L1 1D LI LTI - and makes it possible to utilize to advantage the services of womer,

and children.
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accepted as an evidence of wealth and of importance
in the community.

By 1750 negro slavery was recognized by law in
every North American colony. At the time of the
Declaration of Independence the British possessions
had local enactments protecting slave property and
providing special codes and tribunals for slaves. Some
of the slave codes were extremely severe, because of
the fear of negro insurrections.

Although slavery became the presumptive status
of every negro, most of the colonies recognized the
status of free negroes. But the presence of a free
negro was believed to have an unfavorable influence
on the slaves in the neighborhood, and hence many of
the colonies made the conditions surrounding manu-
mission so exacting that slave owners seldom took
advantage of the legal right to free their slaves. There
are, however, numerous instances of negroes who
were freed by their masters, and some cases of negroes
who were given their freedom by the state on account
of some public service performed by them; but no
data are available as to the aggregate number of
slaves manumitted.

Free negroes were allowed property rights, and con-
sequently some of them became slave owners.
a manumitted negro would purchase the freedom of
the members of his family or of friends, and unless
he went through the formality of manumission these
persons were legally his slaves.

The growth of the antislavery movement forms an
interesting phase of the history of the Colonial, Conti-
nental, and early Federal periods. The antislavery
sentiment which existed in the Southern colonies in the
early part of the eighteenth century was, as a rule, the
result of economic causes; when these colonies feared
the growth in the number of negroes, or desired more
revenue, attempts were made by the legislatures to cut
off or to tax the importation of slaves. On the other
hand, in the North the feeling of antagonism toward
human slavery, which grew rapidly and was voiced
- by men of high principle and strong religious belief,
was based largely on moral grounds. The claim is
often made that this attitude of the Northern colonies
in connection with the slave problem did not become
general until after these communities had disposed of
all of their slaves. But, while there is an element of
truth in this, the fact remains that from a condition
of dependence upon slaves for menial services of va-
rious kinds, the people of the New England and Middle
states steadily and completely changed their point of
view, taking the position that slavery was both unwise
and immoral, and disposed of their slaves. The
demand for labor was supplied mainly by apprentices
and by ‘‘redemptioners’’—men and women who, being
unable to pay the expenses of their passage to this
country, were “bound” to persons buying their serv-
ices for a period usually lasting from three to five years.

76292—09—Ho4

Often

The first petition against slavery recorded in Amer-
ican history was made in 1688, by Friends, in German-
town, Pa. The agitation against slavery was contin-
ued by other Quakers, by the Puritans, and by groups
of individuals here and there. As the direct result of
this movement, prohibitive duties on the importation
of slaves were imposed by Pennsylvania in 1712, and
also by other colonies from time to time.

Since the slave trade was a source of revenue to
British merchants, and even to the Crown, legisla-
tion against it was distasteful to the British Govern-
ment, and objections were raised on account of the
legislative action of the colonies. The governors sent
to South Carolina in 1756 and 1761 bore instructions
prohibiting the enactment of any law imposing duties
on imported negroes.

By 1778 legislative measures prohibiting the slave
trade had been passed by all of the New England and
Middle states, and by Maryland and Virginia; by 1798,
similar action had been taken by every other state,
although the trade was afterwards revived in South
Carolina.

The first assumption of national control of the slave
trade came in 1774, when the Continental Congress
passed a resolution to abolish it. In 1789 the con-
vention that framed the Constitution made plans for
the abolition of this traffic in 1808, and later the first
day of 1808 was chosen as the time when the slave
trade should become illegal.

The first action against the ownership of slaves was
taken by Vermont. In its Declaration of Rights, in
1777, this colony declared for the freedom of all per-
sons at the age of maturity; a few years later it took a
more definite stand, abolishing slavery outright. By
1783 slavery had been prohibited in Massachusetts
and New Hampshire. Gradual emancipation was pro-
vided for in acts passed by Pennsylvania in 1780 and
by Connecticut and Rhode Island in 1784. In 1787
slavery was forbidden in the Northwest Territory by
congressional legislation, although the courts held that
the ordinance did not free the slaves already held in
the territory. By the date of the first Federal census
laws providing for the extinction of slavery had been
put into operation in all states north of Maryland,
with the exception of New York and New Jersey.

INDIANS.

In 1790 the Indian had ceased to be a factor of any
consequence in the affairs of the states enumerated
at the First Census. The Indians living in the
area enumerated consisted of a few scattered rem-
nants of once powerful tribes. Frequent conflicts

1Tn some colonies the duty on a slave brought from another
colony was several times that on a slave imported directly from
Africa or from the West Indies; the impression appears to have
existed that elaves were sent from one colony to another because
of undesirable qualities, or because they had com_mlttegi crimes,
and that the colony which deported them was taking this way of
ridding itseif of their presence.
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with the white settlers, and the adoption of all of the
vices and few, if any, of the virtues of the newcomers
upon their soil, had reduced the number of Indians
east of the Allegheny mountains to a few thousands.
Remmnants of the original tribes still remained in 4
New England states, and in New York, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and South Carolina; but in most instances—
especially in New England—they were reduced to
small villages or even to a few wanderers (for the most
part half-breeds), whose numbers may be accepted as
almost a negligible quantity. Only in New York and
Pennsylvania—upon reservations established in those
states—and in the lands to the west of the frontier settle-
ments, were the Indians still sufficiently numerous to
maintain tribal relations or to occupy any considerable
extent of territory.

From time to time futile attempts were made to
civilize and educate the Indians in the East. Indeed,
provision was made for their education at Harvard
University early in its history. Several Indians
entered that institution, but nearly all of them died
before they had been long in attendance.

West of the Alleghenys the white man had estab-
lished a few settlements, especially in Kentucky and
eastern Tennessee; but for the most part the country
was a wilderness, still in the undisputed possession of
Indian tribes. In this area the Indians still main-
tained their independence and a considerable strength
in mumbers—sufficient, indeed, to present to the
officials of the young Republic a problem of some
magnitude, and to exercise a decidedly deterrent effect
upon immigration. But since, in the desultory war-
fare which they maintained against the whites, the
Indians were the principal sufferers, their numbers
were constantly diminishing.

Only a small part of the territory occupied by white
men had been acquired from the Indians by actual
purchase. In the early history of the colonies, pur-
chases of land from the Indians, and treaties made
with. them, appear to have resulted from a desire to
obtain immunity from the uncertainties of Indian war-
fare and depredation, rather than from any recogni-
tion of the right of the Indians to the soil of which they
were being deprived. The pioneer settlers habitually
disregarded Indian treaties, and in general the Indians
derived little benefit from them; even where purchases
of land were negotiated by treaty, in many cases this
action was not taken until after the land had been
settled. In general, the Indian had received but small
consideration from the white man during theentire
Colonial period, being regarded merely as a dangerous
incumbrance upon fair regions which it was the pur-
pose of the white man to occupy as speedily as hisnum-
bers permitted. .

In 1795, shortly after the First Census, in an attempt
to put anend to the continued warfare with the Federal
Government and doubtless also for the purpose of
encouraging settlements in that region, General Wayne

negotiated a treaty with the Indians living in what
was then called the Northwest Territory.! The devel-
opments resulting from this policy were similar to what
had previously occurred east of the Alleghenys—the
Indians retreated step by step before the advancing
pioneers, more and more of their territory was occupied
by white settlements, and their numbers were con-
stantly decreased by contact with the whites and by
warfare among themselves,

Indians in the United States in 1790.

STATE OR TERRITORY AND | Num-
TRIBE. ber. Place of residence.
Maine:
Passamaquoddy.........i........ Near the waters of Passamaquoddy bay.
Penobseot.....ooooieen.o. 400 | On Penobscot river,from head of tide water
northward.
Massachusetts:
Herring Pond............ 1120 SaBndvgich, on Cape Cod, 59 miles south of
oston.
J ....... Troy, Bristol county, 50 miles south of
oston.
Wampanoag. .cccvneennn- 2280 | Marshpee, on Cape Cod, 78 miles southeast
of Boston

400 | Marthas Viﬁeyard Island.
Rhode Island:

Narragansett............. 500 Claarlestown, 40 miles southwest of Provi-
ence.
Connecticut:
tontingt,on, southeast corner of Connecti-
. cut.
Mohegan and other tribes.|........ Groton, adjoining Stonington.
Between Norwich and New London.
New York:
Montauk. ......o.ieiiileiiinaen Montauk Point, east end of Long Island.
Six Nations— )
Cayuga. ..o 500 | Reservation of 1,000 square miles at north-

| _ernend of Cayuga Lake.
) Fort Hunter, on Mohawk river.

700 | Oneida reservation.

500 | Reservation of over 100 square miles on
Onondaga Lake.

Seneca............... 2,000 | Chiefly on Genesee river; also a town on
Buffalo creek, and 2 small towns -2 Alle-
gheny river.

Tuscarorat........... 400 | On Tuscarora or Oneida creek.

Pennsylvania:
Delaware, Munsee, and | 1,300 | On north branch of Susquehanna river.
Sopoonee.
Virginia: .
Mattaponi, Nottaway, 100 | Sonthampton county, southeastern Vir-
and Pamunkey. ginia.
Seneca...oooeiiiiiaa... 150 | Two towns on French creek.
South Carolina:
Catawba...cenvmennnnn... 450 | At Catawba, on Catawba river, on the

boundary line between North Carolina
and South Carolina.
Northwest Territory:

Chippewa................ Coasts of Lake Superior.
Delaware, Mohican, and Northern Qhio.

‘Wyandot.
m})nois., Kaskaskia, and Near Kaskaskia river, Illinois.

eoria.

KicKap00..aueecracneenasfoennan. Central Tllinois.
Mascatten. .. coooooioi oo, Neighborhood of Piankashaws.
Menomenee......c....... ...| Around Green bay.
Miami, Wea, and Eel {........ Vicinity of Miami river.

River Indians. !
Ottawa.......... -| Southern peninsula of Michigan.
Piankashaw ... Wabash river and branches, and Illinois

Tiver.

Southern shores of Lake Michigan.

Mouth of Wisconsin river.

Southern Ohio, on Sciotoriverand a branch
of the Muskingem.

Around Winnebago bay.

On Wisconsin river.

Northern Georgia and southern Tennessee.
N Western Tennessee.
A Between Alabama and Mississippi rivers.

Upper Creek. . . On upper waters of Alabama river,
Lower Creek. . --1131 ggo [/On Apalachicola river and its two branch-
Seminole....ceooe.... I | es—the Chattahoochee and the Flint.

1H:If were of mixed blood.

2 Only about 40 or 50 were pure Indian.

8 Only one family in the United States.

{Migrated from North Carolina in 1715, and adopted by the Oneidas, a related

tribe.
& Including the area of Alabama and Mississippi.

! The Indian tribes with whom this treaty was negotiated were
the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawnees, Ottawas, Chippewas, Pota-
watomis, Miamis, Eel River Indians, Weas, Kickapoos, Pianka-
shaws, and Kaskaskias.
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The names of the Indian tribes in each state and
territory in 1790, together with the approximate num-
bers in the various tribes, so far as they can be deter-
mined, are shown in the list on page 39.

The law authorizing the first Federal census made no
provision for the enumeration of any Indians except
those who were taxed; and there were probably but
few who were included in that category. The best in-
formation available concerning the number of Indians
within the United States in 1790 is the estimate of
Gen. Henry Knox, Secretary of War under President
Washington, who placed the total Indian population in
1789 at 76,000. Of this number he located 20,000
between the Great Lakes and thé Qhio river, and
56,000 south of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi.
The warriors—or gun men, as they were termed at that
time—were assumed to represent ome-fourth of the
total Indian population.

The following paragraphs present, for some of the
states and territories, facts which are of interest but
could not readily be incorporated in the foregoing list:

Maine.—The Provincial Congress of "\1asbachuaetts
had reserved to the Penobscot tribe a tract of land 12
miles wide, intersected by the Penobscot river. The
tribe, numbering about 100 families, was settled along
the banks of the river from the head of tide water
northward. Their principal town was Indian Old
Town, situated on an island of about 200 acres in the
Penobscot river, 12 miles north of Bangor. It is prob-
able that the vast wilderness in that part of Maine
north and west of the narrow inhabited strip along the
coast supported numbers of Indians, many of whom
doubtless roamed at will across the Canadian border,
as whim or scarcity of food determined.

Massachusetts.—In this state there were still a few
hundred Indians. Along the coast of Cape Cod they
remained, notwithstanding their small numbers, in
comparatively undisturbed possession of considerable
areas.

New York—From the Mohawk valley westward,
some remnants remained of the once powerful Six
Nations of the Iroquois. The state authorities of New
York had made treaties with these Indians, and had
Teserved to them certain restricted areas. The Oneidas
were located on Oneida creek, 21 miles west of Fort
Stanwix; with them resided the remnants of the Tus-
caroras and Mohegans. Most of the Senecas dwelt
along the Genesee river. One family only of the
Mohawks was known to be living in New York in 1790,
the remainder of the tribe having migrated to Canada.

The Onondagas were located on Onondaga Lake, the | ; o
- Seminole tribe, and these two together about equaled

Cayugas on Cayuga Lake, while the Delawares, like

the Mohawks, were practically extinet in this state.
New Jersey.—In this state there were probably not

more than one hundred Indians all told. About half

of these were located on a state reservation at Eve- |
sham, called *‘Brotherton;” the remainder were scat- -

A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROWTH.

tered through the state, many of them being held as
slaves. In 1801 the Brotherton Indians were invited
by the Mohegans to locate with them at Stockbridge,
near Oneida Lake, New York, and the invitation was
accepted.

Pennsylvania.—In addition to the remnants of three
tribes living on the north branch of the Susquehanna
river, there were probably roving bands from the Iro-
quois tribes in the northwestern portion of the state.

South Caroling.—The Catawbas, descendants of a
once powerful tribe, had become degenerate from con-
tact and association with the whites. They owned a
tract 15 miles square, lying on both sides of the Ca-
tawba river; a partof this land they had leased to the
whites for a period of ninetv-nine years.

Northwest Territory—W. Winterbotham, in a ‘‘View
of the United States of America’ (1796), estimated the
number of Indians in this territory in 1792 at 65,000.
The tribes inhabiting the territory he enumerated as
‘‘the Piantias, on both sides of the Mississippi; the
Casquerasquias, on the Illinois; the Piankashaws and
other tribes, on the Wabash; the Shawanese, on the
Scioto; the Delawares, the Miamis, the Ouiscons, Mas-
coutens, Sakies, Sioux, Mekekonakis, Pilans, Powto-
watamis, Messaques, Ottawas, Chipewas, and Wian-
dots.”

Incited by the British and French on the north, these
Indians kept up almost continual warfare against the
settlers. In the vicinity of the Wabash were several
warlike tribes which made frequent incursions across
the Ohio into Kentucky, killing cattle and horses and
murdering the inhabitants; by their hostile attitude
these Indians deflected southward, to the valley of
the Ohio and especially to Kentucky, the stream of
migration from New York and Pennsylvania to the
West.

Southwest Territory (including area of Alabama and
Mississippi).—As already stated, the tribes of greatest
numerical importance in 1790 inhabited the southern
and southwestern portion of the Republic. Among
these were the Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chick-
2saws.

The Upper Creeks dwelt principally on the upper
waters of the Alabama and the Lower Creeks on the
Apalachicola and on its two branches, the Chatta-
hoochee and the Flint; the Seminoles, a branch of the
Lower Creeks, extended into Florida. In 1789 the
number of warriors in the whole Creek nation was
estimated not to exceed 4,500, and the number of
women, children, and old men 18,000; the Lower
Creeks were rather more numerous than the related

the Upper Creeks in number. The towns or sub-
tribes of the Creeks, including both divisions of the
nation, were about eighty in number, but differed
widely in population and importance. A few towns,

! William Nelson: Indians of New Jersey, pages 118 and 119.
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called ‘“‘mother towns,” had the principal direction of
affairs. .

Though the Creeks were in a great measure hunters,
they possessed cattle, horses, and a few slaves, culti-
vated some Indian corn and potatoes, and in some
instances had introduced the plow. Being nearer to
the settlers in the Southern states than any other tribe,
they had awalkened to the value of their lands, and
under the leadership of a shrewd half-breed, Alexander
McGillivray, they kept up a fitful war against the
advance of the settlers. On August 7, 1790, they con-
cluded a treaty with the United States which clearly
defined the boundary of the Indian lands, beyond
which the white settlers should not pass. Article 6 of
this treaty reads:

If any citizen of the United States or other person, not being an
Indian, shall attempt to settle on any of the Creeks’ land, such per-
son shall forfeit the protection of the United States, and the Creeks
may punish him or not, as they please.

North of the Creeks were the Cherokees. They
were located principally on the headwaters of the
Tennessee river, but their hunting grounds extended
from the Cumberland river along the frontiers of
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and part
of Georgia. Commissioners sent to treat with them
in 1785 estimated that they could muster 2,000
warriors. In 1789 the number had decreased to
about 600, undoubtedly as a result of wars with the
whites.

West of the Creeks, and within the confines of the
present state of Mississippi, was the populous nation of
the Choctaws. Being far removed from the settle-
ments on the Atlantic, they were of little concern to the
white inhabitants. In 1789 they were estimated to
number about 15,000, as compared with nearly 30,000
a few years earlier.

The Chickasaws, in western Tennessee, numbered
about 3,500.
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