XV. OCCUPATIONS AND WEALTH.

OCCUPATIONS — OF HEADS OF TFAMILIES IN PHILA-

DELPHIA AND SOUTHWARK IN

1790 — IN  UNITED

STATES IN 1850 AND 1900 — APPROXIMATE WEALTH
IN 1790 — INDUSTRY AND WEALTH, 1850 AND rgoo.

Population change in the United States is closely
connected with national prosperity. Throughout the
century the citizens of the Republic, whether native
or foreign, have continually expanded their enter-
prises, and created and maintained an insistent de-
mand for labor. This in turn, as pointed out by Mal-
thus at, the close of the eighteenth century, stimulated
population increase at certain periods, and in many
localities.

OCCUPATIONS.

The character of the occupations in which the people
of a community are engaged affects to some degree the
increase of population, through exerting a direct influ-
ence upon the health, vitality, temperament, and hap-
piness of the active workers. During at least the first
half century of the existence of the Republic, and
possibly longer, the occupations of the people were
conducive to health and industrial independence, and
therefore in general tended to encourage population
increase.

It is unfortunate that none of the earlier censuses
afford any satisfactory returns from which to compute
the number of persons engaged even in the principal
callings. Except for Southwark and part of Phila-
delphia, the schedules of the First Census contain no
information upon this important subject. Such infor-
mation as is presented for these two relates only to
headsof families. Thefact that the enumerator, soon
after completing his work, published a city directory
in which he utilized the information contained upon
the schedules, suggests that the gratuitous information
there shown was obtained with the intention of ulti-
mate use in this directory, rather than for census pur-
poses. After the passage of a century, however, the
Philadelphia and Southwark returns possess some inter-
est, in that they reflect the activities of the metropolis
of the Republic in 1790, as shown by the callings of
heads of households.

Occupations of heads of families in Philadelphia and
Southwark in 1790.—At the First Census the popula-
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tion of Philadelphia and of Southwark was returned
as follows:

Tlondsof| , Lokl
CITY. : popula.
families, “{’m.
Thiladelphif . ca v i iionniiiiiaiaii i ia s iins s saras s ra i aana s 4,312 28,52
Northern district (batwoen Vino and Raco streots)....... 878 3,088
Middle distriet (from the norih side of Chestnutl strost to
the south side of RAeo STroet) . covvvaniiniin i rannaens 1,930 13,01
Southern distriet (from thesouthside of Chestnut streot to
the north side of South streot) .. oovevnieiininniraannnan 1, 504 10,910
) [T R 970 5,663

The occupations of the heads of families were re-
turned for the middle and southern distriets, compris-
ing 3,434 heads of families (79.6 por cent of the total
number) and 24,584 population, and Tor the whole of
Southwark. A classification of the occupations shown
results as follows:

TasLE T2.~Ileads of families in the middie and southern disiricls of

Philadelplia, and in Southwark, classified according fto ocoupe
tion: 1790.

Miadlo
“ﬁd Houth:
gouthorn th-
QCCUPATION, digtricels | wark,

of Phila-

dolphla.
All heads of familles 8,484 070
Returned with oceupation 2,708 827
Agrieultura]l purstits. e eeee s e, N . 15 3
Professlonal SOIVIO. o« v auueienaraieneararnnsiarraannns 220 3
Artlsts. . ........ Ty 1
Attorneys atb law 25 2
Clergymon........ 11 4
Doctors of physie, surgoons, dontists, ote .. 20 4
Offietals (govornment). . ... ... DU 70 10
Sehoolmasters and Prolessors. . oo e oarerievrnneanaanes 71 #
AL other profossional SEEVIEE . v meeunveeneereenenn B feviarnnnes
‘Domestic and porsonal servico. . .... e etereereaaeennan 443 20
Barbers and DRILAOSSEIS. . v v vverneeeeneneeneenanaens 50 H
Boarding and ledging 110USe KOOPETS. .. weavennn 17 0
Inn and tavern KOePerS.. .. veeereearersnnanennn .. 128 2
Laborers, portars, NoIPers, 0be . . coevnereiveeerncnnnna. 239 0
NUrses a0 MUAWIVES .« cvvurennrineanrnneneoronnnmnss]ersennnens 2
Trade and transportation. ... ..o.v.seeereennsviireneannn.. 034 18
Bankors and BrOKOTS .. avveserurmieenanenaanannn 27 1
Clerks and accountantis. . cooe e eeineiveennnnn. . 20 §
Draymen and artors. . ...... 14 3
Hucksters and peddlers. ... 26| 1
Merchants and dealors.................. | ¢ o
Sea captalng, mariners, mates, ole 08 16




1 Includes 51 reported as “gentlemen.”
2 Includes 9 reporied as “ gentlemen.”

" The above table indicates that about four-fifths of
the heads of familiesin the two districts of Philadelphia
under consideration, and a slightly larger proportion of
those in Southwark, were gainfully employed. The
classification of the 1790 returns available for Phila-
delphia end Southwark under the -5 main occupation
groups employed by the Census results as follows:
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TaBLE T2.—Heads of families in the middle and southern districts of
Philadelphia, and in Southwark, classified according to occupa- PERSONS GAINFULLY
tion: 1790—Continued. FNFLOYED.
OCCUPATION GROUP.
. Per cent
Middle Number. | distribu-
and tion.
OCCUPATION. southern | South-
distriot: k.
of Pflic]a!; war. ALl 0CCUPAtIONS. «ees e ee e et e 568,923 100.0
delphia. Agricultural PUrSUIS. . .. veeeei et el 3 1.0
;’ II‘)II; ic ml(slervice..él. | 28l 49
Returned with occupation—Continued. | pomestic and personal 123,751 21.8
‘Mamifacturing and mechanical pursiits. ... ........... 1,146 B0 | O el Biaaia T ot R
Dakers and confectioncrs 88 21
Blacksmiths 58 3l . . .
];?:?Jf;fﬁigéfs' o b 2 Occupations in the United States in 1850 and 1900 —
ggggl%xzr; S B 8 Thc_a ﬁr.st‘ reasonably complete return of the occupations
Gobinstmakors oo Y 8 | of individuals was that of 1850. Some comparisons
S 168 & | can be made of proportions shown in that year with
8%%? and wafch makers. . 2 o | similar proportionsin 1900. Even for so brief a period
- . e .
%%F?‘fim%%ﬁéﬁ" g?} 8 | as the half century which elapsed from 1850 to 1900,
ather curriers and tanners. 1 : 3 .
Mintuamakkers P ! I : however, comparisons can not be entirely satisfactory.
g&?ﬁ?@%ﬁﬁ&&; P : g 1 | The activities of the community have been in a state of
lasterers. . .....o.aaans 11 4 3 . . . .
Printers, bookbinders, 6. b 3 contlm'lal expansion. Wh_lle certain occupations, such
Eopamalees. ... 1w 18| as agriculture, have rfama,med the same, or so nearly
Stonecutters. .. 5 ot | the same that comparison can readily be made, other
Toxtilo workers. g 2 | lines of. actlwt_y havg change.d so greatly as to make
Yv;ﬁ%gleﬁléﬁ : . 2 17 comparisons misleading, and in many instances impos-
Miscellaneous industries. o7 7 | sible. From year to year new occupations are cre-
Returned without oceupation. ... 1676 143 | ated, drawing some of the activities of the community

from the older callings, and these in turn are surpassed
in importance by others. Thus, even though a stand-
ard occupation, or group of occupations, may have
grown steadily and perhaps to a remarkable degree,
the proportionate part which it forms of all callings
may have tended to become less. ‘

In 1850, 90.8 per cent of all white males 15 years
of age and over were gainfully employed; in 1900 the
corresponding percentage was 87.6. The distribution
of this element of the population in 5 occupation

PHILADELPHIA. SOUTHWARK. groups 1s as follows:
OCCUPATION GROUP. Per cont Per oot TaBuE T3.—Number and per cefu,‘ dzsmlfutwn of white male§ 15
}Hag;%seg.f distribu- ggg;:» eg'f distribu- years of age and over engaged in 5 main groups of occupations:
tlon. tion, 1850 and 1900.
HODS. o eeemeanencnns 2,758 100. 2 . ' -
All occupations.. 5 75 00.0 827 100.0 1850 1900
%grlcultur:ll PUISES . e eeeeeninnaias 2% g g g 3‘%’ 2 %
Tolessional service -- 3 )
Domestic and personal service. 443 16.1 236 2.5 OCCUPATION GEOTT. Per cent Per cent
Trade and transportation . 934 33.9 183 22.1 Number. | distribu- || Number. |distribu-
Msanufscturing and mechanical pursuits. 1,146 41.6 370 44.7 tion. tion.
. . . . All occupations............... 5,210,047 100.0 || 19,981,794 100.0
From the proportions indicated for the different = .
o s . Agricultural pursuits. . . 12,298,870 44.1 0l 7,195,521 36.0
groups, 1t is clear that Southwark, like many towns | Professionalservice..... . 150, 430 2.1 793,180 £0
. o . Domestic and personal service . 978,131 18.8 || 2,680,133 13.4
on the outskirts of large cities at the present time, | Tradeand trassportation......... 481,74 9.3 || 3,949,262 108
N - ’ Manufacturing and mechanical pur-
included a large proportion of persons who were wage- | ~suits.......0... 1,91,875| 248 5,354,008 26.8

earners or followed the humbler callings.

The proportions shown for Philadelphia can not be
compared with the occupation returns secured at
recent censuses, because these include the occupations
of all persons gainfully employed, whether heads of
families or not. The number and proportion of per-
sons above the age of 10 reported in each occupation
group in Philadelphia in 1900 were as follows:

1 Not fucluding 42,370 students aud cudebs and 119,459 [ree volored wnales.

Possibly the most significant fact shown by the
foregoing table is the marked increase during the last
half century in the relative importance of trade and
transportation, at the expense of agricultural pursuits
and of domestic and personal service. "While in 1900,
as in 1850, agriculture gave employment to a larger
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number than any other class, the proportion in this
group decreased during the half century.

INDUSTRY AND WEALTH.

No reliable statistics either of the industry or of the
wealth of the nation at the beginning of Constitutional
Government can be obtained.! Aftention has already
been directed, however, to the fact that in 1790 the
population was almost entirely agricultural. More-
over, it has been shown that at the period under con-
sideration urban population was almost a negligible
quantity, and that the variations in social and eco-
nomic conditions were much less marked than they are
to-day. Hence there is some justification for the
belief that property, limited in amount though it was,
was much more evenly distributed in 1790 than at the
present time. The total lack of statistics upon this
subject justifies some computation, provided a rea-
sonable basis can be found.

Approzimate wealth tn 1790 ~It has already been
shown that in 1790 the population of the Republic
was engaged principally in agricultural pursuits; in-
deed, it has been estimated that agriculture supported
90 per cent of the people. If it be granted that at
least a very large proportion of the people were so en-
gaged, it may be assumed that in most instances a
dwelling represented a farm, so that the number of
houses must roughly indicate the number of farms, or
of buildings of similar average value in villages and
towns. To this number should be added the business
properties which existed in all fair-sized communities.

The number of dwellings in the United States in
1790 has been established with reasonable accuracy
in a preceding chapter as 464,309. Dr. James Mease
states, in A Picture of Philadelphia, published in 1811 )
that in 1790 the city contained 6,651 dwelling houses
and 415 stores and workshops. It thus appears that
in Philadelphia, at the period of the First Census, the
number of buildings other than dwellings (and the
outhouses connected with or dependent upon dwell-
ings) was equivalent to approximately 7 per cent of
all dwellings. If the proportion here shown for Phila-
delphia be assumed to be correct for the country as a
whole, the entire number of stores, factories, work-
shops, churches, and public buildings was 32,501.
This, added to the number of dwellings, makes g tota]

- of 496,810 buildings, most of which, as already sug-
gested, were houses upon farms.

In 1900 the average value of farms was $2,200. If
about one-third of this figure, or $700, be accepted as
representing an approximate average value for all
real estate holdings, and to this figure be added the
approximate value of slaves as already established,?

' Mulhall places the aggregate wealth of the United States i
1790 at $620,000,000, divided as follows: 5479000, an.
houses, ete., $141,000,000.

2See page 141.

A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROWTH.

Lands, $479,000,000;

and an allowance for all other values, including famy
animals, the following results appear:

Buildings and real estate. ... veereeae e e eennnn.. $347, 767, 00y
N 104, 643, 60)
All other property, including farm animals.......... 100, 000, 00y
e

B 1Y 552, 410, 609

As admitted at the outset, no accurate measure.
ment of the wealth of the nation at the beginning of
Jonstitutional Government has been or can be made;
but the foregoing analysis serves at least to indicaty
that in 1790 the value of all property could not greotly
have exceeded $500,000,000 according to the stand-
ards of value at that time.

If the total here shown is acceptod as reprosenting
a fair approximation of tho value existing at the
period under consideration, the por capita value,
based upon the free population shown in 1790, was
$171. It will be remembered, however, that standards
of value at the close of the cighteenth century were
much lower than at the present time, so that in pres-
ent day terms the values above shown would probably
be represented by not less than twico the figures
stated. ITence, if computed according to tho stand-
ards of 1900, a total valuation of $552,410,600 in 1790
would represent not less than $1,000,000,000 in 1900,
and a per capita valuation of between $300 and $400,

Upon the basis of wealth as outlined above, the
aggregate and per capita wealth of the United States
in 1790, by specified geographic divisions, was as
follows:

Taprn Tdv—dggregate and per capita wealth af the free population,
by geographic divisions: 1790.

GROGRAPITIC DIVISION. Aprogato. mi[f,?fa.
Unitod S0084 . vt iie it a i e i e rennenas 8602, 410,000 | §170.02
L T T ST L8, 7a1, 444 | 137,08
MIAAIB SERLES s e vus e i cvera e 141,820,042 | 14640
BOULROIT BUALOS - v e v vvevvevaiee e ins s 272,308, b4 A7.07

From this computation it appears probable that at
the period of the Mirst Census the per eapitn wealth of
the free population was greatest in the Southem
states. The known facts undoubtedly serve to sub-
stantiate this conclusion. In the Southern states the
population was comparatively small considoring the
area; the farms had become plantations, in connection
with. which the value not only of the real property,
improvements, and live stock, but also of slaves
was to be considered. The leadership of the South
in wealth is further indicatod by the fact that in the
Constitutional Convention of 1787 tho Southorn states
demanded representation according to their freo popu-
lation and three-fifths of the mumber of their slaves,
on the ground that they possessed largor property
interests than the Northern states, so that, if direct
taxes on property were imposed by the Federl
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Government, they would have to pay larger amounts
in proportion to their representation.

The great wealth which the New England and
Middle states have acquired during the century fol-
lowing the first enumeration has resulted principally
from extraordinary industrial development. In 1790
the inhabitants of the New Ingland states were
engaged almost exclusively in agriculture; with the
meager agricultural resources existing in that section
it could not be expected that, even with the highest
development, farm values and farm products would
prove proportionately large when compared with those
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in portions of the Republic more highly favored by
climate and fertility of soil. Practically the same
conditions prevailed in the Middle states, although
somewhat greater natural resources, and the increased
values resulting from such cities as New York and
Philadelphia, served to make the per capita value of
property slightly greater than that of New England.

Comparison of 1850 with 1900.—The following table
presents such comparisons as are possible concerning
the material resources of continental United States,
and also of the area enumerated in 1790, at the cen-
suses from 1850 to 1900:

Tapie 75.—COMPARISON OF GROWTH IN AREA, POPULATION, AGRICULTURE, MANUFACTURES, AND NATIONAT:
WEALTH, FOR THE TOTAL AREA OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND FOR THE AREA ENUMERATED IN

790: 1850 TO 1900.

CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES,
Area enumerated. Agrieulture.
Per cent
area enu-
CENSUS YEAR. m%toaged in Populati M:iluja(;turea— Naitionafl WEealth——
1780 forms | Population. | 4 .roc ofim- Value of farm value of prod- | value of all prop-
Square miles.! of total - ucts. erty.
=q aves omil proved land. property.l
merated
at each
census.
T Y 1,519,170 27.5 23,191,876 113,032,614 $3,967, 343, 580 $1,019, 106,616 2$7,135, 780,228
B T 1,951,520 21.4 31,443,321 163,110,720 7,980, 493, 063 1,885,861,676 216, 159, 616, 063
8 2,126,290 19.6 38,558,371 188,921,099 8,944,857,749 4,232,325,442 224,054,814,806
1860, .. 2,727,454 15.3 50,155, 783 284,771,042 312,180, 501, 538 5,369, 579,191 43,642, 000,000
1890, . 2,974,159 14.0 62,047,714 357,616,755 816,082, .ﬁ? 689 9,372,378,843 65,037,001, 197
1900.. 2,974,159 14.0 | 75,994,575 414,498, 487 20, 439, 901, 164 13,010,036, 514 88,517,306, 775
Inerease:
1850 to 1860. 432,350 8,251,445 50,078,106 4,013, 149,483 866, 755,060 9,023, 835,840
1860 to 1870. 174,770 |. 7 115 050 25,810,379 964 364 686 2,346, 403, 766 7,895,198, 738
1870 to 1%80. . 601,164 11 a97 412 95,849,943 3, 235 643,789 1,137,253,749 19, 587, 185,194
188010 1890 - ool . 246,705 2,791,981 72,845,713 3,001, 766, 151 4,002,799, 652 21,395,001, 197
189010 18004 -« - e i e cciienene e fea e m e 13, 046, 861 56,881, 732 4,357, 633,475 8,637, 637 671 23,480,215, 578
AREA ENUMERATED IN 1790.
Agriculture.
Population Manufactures—value National wealth—
P ‘ Acres of improved Value of farm prop- of products. value of all property.
CENSUS YEAR. land. erty.!
Per Per Per Per Per
Number. |centof | Number. |cent of Amount, cent of Amount. cent of Amount. cent of
total. total. total. total. total.
62.8 | 70,223,511 62.1 | $2,613, 595,463 65.9 $835, 489, 765 81.2 {284, 930,793,981 69.1
55.1 81,933, 952 50.2 | 4,195,624,939 §2.5 | 1,407,690,264 74.6 | 29,102, 463,876 56.3
51.6 | 80,672,316 42.7 | 4,136,676,463 34.0 | 2,967,465,381 70.0Q |214, 725, 586,812 61.2
47.7 | 95,001,365 33.4 4, 738, 167,384 38.9 | 3,559,794,469 66.3 | 22,348,012,800 51.2
44.8 | 97,235,805 27.2 | 4,828,788,468 | 30.0 | 5,563,835,988 59.4 2.,63 937,998 42.5
44.2 | 99,947,259 24.1 5, 000, 462, 719 24.4 7,487, 459, 407 57.4 | 40, 296, 048, 530 45.5
33.4 | 11,710,441 23,4 | 1,582,029,476 39.4 572,200, 499 66.0 | 4,171,669,805 46.2
33.2 | 41,261,636 *) 458 948 476 (©) 1,559, 775 117 66.5 5,623,122,936 71.2
36.5 | 14,320,049 14,9 601, 490, 921 18.6 592 329,088 52.1| 7,622,425,9 38.9
33.3 , 234,440 3.1 90,621,084 2.3 2, 004 041 517 50.1 5,284, 925,198 24.7
41.1 2 711 454 4.7 171,674,251 3.9 1 923 623, 421 52.5 | 12,663,110,532 53.9
PER CENT OF INCREASE.
Manufactures—value | National wealth—
Agriculfure. of products— value of all property—
Population— Acres of 1 d | Valueof 1
cres of improve: value of farm prop-
CENSUS YEAR. land— erty— P
In area enu-| In area enu-
In total :n | In total 3
Ofareaenu- In area enu- Insreaenu| area, |wRerafedin| Tp..™ |merated in
Of total in| In total io In total i 1790. g 1790.
merated in merated in merated in
area. 1790. area. 1790. area. 1790.
35.6 18.9 44.3 16.7 101.2 60.5 85.1 68.5 128.5 84.6
22.6 13.6 15.8 41.5 12.1 41.4 124.4 110.8 48.9 61.8
30.1 21.5 50.7 17.8 36.2 14.5 26.9 20.0 81.4 51.8
25.5 17.8 25.6 2.4 32.0 1.9 74.5 56.3 49.0 23.8
20.7 19.0 15.9 2.8 27.1 3.6 38.8 34.6 36.1 45.8

1 The value of farm property is included as a part of the national wealth.

2 Taxable property only.
*

8 Including estimated value of range animals,
4 Decrease.
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As shown by the table, the growth of the added ares
reduced the proportion which the area enumerated in
1790 formed of the total area by approximately one-
half—from two-sevenths in 1850 to one-seventh in
1900. During the same period the proportion which
the population, value of manufactured products, and
national wealth in the original area formed of the cor-
responding totals for the United States, declined only
about one-third. These changes reflect 2 noteworthy
growth in the original area. On the other hand, the
relative importance of agricultural operations in the
original area, as measured both by the acreage of
improved land and by the value of farm property, was
only one-third as great in 1900 as in 1850—a fact
which reflects the rapid development of the fertile areas
in the West and Southwest.

When the changes in proportions outlined above are
considered by decades, it is found that the changes in
population, acreage of improved agricultural land,
and value of manufactured products were progressive.
It is significant that the decrease in the relative im-
portance of the original area was more rapid during the
early part of the half century than at its close. Dur-
ing the last decade the proportion of population de-
creased less than 1 per cent and that of manufactures
but 2 per cent, while the proportion of national wealth
showed an increase of 3 per cent. Only in the agri-
cultural operations was a marked decreas estill evi-
dent in the proportion contributed by the older aren
as compared with that of the newer.

The above analysis of proportions shown for the
original area receives further confirmation upon exam-
ining the percentages of increase in Table 75. In
every instance, except for the national wealth in the
decades 1860 to 1870 and 1890 to 1900, the percentage
of increase was higher for the country as a whole—
and hence, obviously for the added area—than for
the original area. Both areas showed marked in-
creases in the value of manufactured products and in
aggregate wealth. In the case of the two items used
as a measure of changes in agriculture, however, the
difference between the two areas is very striking—
the original area showing relatively small increases,
and in one decade, 1860 to 1870, a decrease.

A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROWTI.

The marked differences In the contributions of
different sections to the national resources are clenr]y
indicated by the following per capita values:

|

T S : T —
VALUBORTARM | VB ORMAN-| -
PROMERTY, AAURLD WEA
rrRobuery, || SALTH,
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION. ‘
18601 | 1000 2 || 18600 | 1w # 1850 1 | 19092

f

Continental Unfted States.[$202, 00 [$305, 94 [leao. 12 [$104. 73 ),‘3.‘3(‘»4.94 81,324,08

Aren onumerated fn U0 ... .. o2 | e | as. g 6,00 | a8 mﬁ
Now England and Mididio TTm—
SEEOS . 1o anen 1958 | LA ST S 20 | 8147 | o | 1 g
Seuthernstates........... SLRLG | ROS.06 [ w700 | 07noa | dan g " 80,39
Addodaref. . ooveeavaniannnn.. 100,47 | 246 |1 27,00 | 10,80 a4,90 | 1,300.91

& Computed on busts of frea popitatlon,
4 Computed on basls of white population,

Discussion of the aggregate wealth of the original
and added areas necessitates some reforence to the
value of slaves in 1850,  Writers of that, period * esti-
mated the average value per slave, for all ages, o
$400.  Accepting this as an approximate figure, the
total value of slaves was $828,336,000 in the original
area and $451,809,600 in the added area, or about
twice as great in the original slave states as in those
erected from territory added after 1790. Out of o
total valuation of tho real and personal property in
tho slaveholding states amounting to nearly $2,000,-
000,000, the value of slaves formed 43.5 per cent.

If the total wealth of the United States in 1790 (on
the basis of the present standard of values) bo accepted
as approximately $1,000,000,000, the increase from
1790to0 1900 approaches ninatyfold,  During the period
mentioned, the population of the United States in-
creased fourtdenfold; hence, while thoe population
increased at a rate far in advance of that shown by
any other civilized nation during the suo poriod, the
increase of wealth in the United States far outstripped
that of population.

! The total value of all slaves in 1850 waa $1,280,145,600, computed
upon the average valuo of $400 per head ([inton Helper: The
Impending Crisig, pa,Ig@ 306, Tablo 68, N. Y., 1860), The avorage
value of boys and girls, men and women batwoen tho ages of nbous
15 and 26, as recorded by Mr, Frederick Law Olmstod (A Journey
in the Seaboard Slave Statos, Pago 88), was $736 in Virginia in 1858,
If young children and men and womon above the age of 25 ho in-
cluded to old ago, it in probabloe thut o genoeral average of not more
than $400, as quoted by elper, would rosult,
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