CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940

INTRODUCTION

History of Census of Agriculture.—The 1940 Census of
Agrigulture was a constituent part of the Sixteenth Decennial
census of the United States. The Federal Government first pro-
vided for a Census of Agriculture to be taken 1In 1840 In con-
nection with the Sixth Decennlal Census of Population. 3Since
that time, & census of agriculture has always been taken in
conjunction with the census of population in each decennial
enumeration. Congress first provided for a mid-decennial farm
enumeration to be taken in 1915, but owing to the war in Europe
this census was not taken. Congress again provided for a mid-
decennial sagricultural census to be taken as of January 1,
1925, and such a census was taken, Another mid-decennial cen-
sus was taken as of January 1, 1935, and the legislation which
provided for 1t, which is atill in effect, alsc provided that
every ien years thereafter a census of agriculture should be
taken. Thus, beginning with 1920, there has been a Federal
Census of Agriculture every fifth year.

In 1840, the Census of Agriculture was rather limited in
scope. It included such items as an inventory of the prineipal
classes of domestic animals, the production of wool, the value
of poultry, the value of products of the dairy, and the pro-
duction of the principal crops. In 1850, the decennial census
tirst included the number of farms and the acreage and value
of farm land; in 1880, information was first secured as to the
tenure under which the farms were operated; and in 1925 a more
detalled classification of the farm land according to its use
was Introduced. No recent census has required Information
about silk cocoons which formed a part of the questlonnalre
for several of the earller censuses. These are but a few of
the additions, changes, and deletions which have been made in
the 100-year span since the first Census of Agriculture.

. Legal basis for the 1940 Census.--—Provision for the
1940 Census was made In the Act providing for the Firteenth
Decennial Census which was approved on June 18, 1929, 1In part
this Act provided, "That a census of population, agriculture,
irrigation, drainage, distribution, unemployment, and mines
shall be taken by the Director of the Census in the year 1930
and every ten years thereafter. The census herein provided
tor shall include each State, the District of Columbia, Alaska,
Hawail, and Porto Rico."

Method of canvass and tabulation.—In the 1940 Census
of Agrlculture, as for each census of agriculture beglming
with 1900, a separdate schedule was required for every farm in
the United States. The data, therefore, are the results ob-
tained from the tabulation of the information given by farm
operators to census enumerators in a personsl canvass of the
individual farms. )

After the schedules were received in Washington and ex-
amined for accuracy and completeness, the figures were trans-
ferred to punch cards. By means of other mechanical equipment
the totals for geographlic areas were obtalned.

Presentation of statistics.— The data in this volume

were first published in two separate bulletins for each of the "

torty-eight States and the District of Columbia. These State
bulletins comprise the first and second series of reports for
the 1940 Census of Agriculture.

In the rirst series of bulletins the data relate, in the
main, to the number, acreage, and value of farms; the value of
buildings and of implements and machinery on farms; farm land
according to 1ts utllization; some of the foregoing items clas-
gified by the color of the farm operator, scme by the tenure
of the farm operator, and some by the size of the farm; farms
reporting and numbers of specified classes of llvestock and
poultry with some of their products; and farms reporting with
the acreage and production of specified c¢rops harvested. In

the second series of bulletins, the statistics are presented
for the following items: Mortgage debt for farms of operating
owners. (both full owners and part owners); %taxes on farm prop-
erty owned by full owners and part owners; work off their farms
by tarm operators for pay or lncome; age of operators; year of
occupancy translated (except for 1940) into the number of years
the operators had been working their present farms; whether
the farm operators reside on their farms; cooperative selling
and purchasing of goods and services; farm labor employed at
specified times; expenditures for selected items; inventories
of automobiles, motortrucks, and tractors, with the year of
latest model for each general class; the avallability, use,
and source of electric current; whether the farm has a tele-
phone; kind of road adjoining the farm; inventory of goats;
mohair production; goats milked; farm slaughter, ‘purchases,
and sales of various classes of livestock; the individual an-
nual legumes; clover and grass seeds; miscelianesous field crops;
farm gardens; vegetables harvested for sale; horticultural
specialties; small fruits; and tree fruits, nuts, and zrapes.

The same general plan of presentation is followed for all
States, except that supplemental county table II with data by
color and tenure of operator, 1is carried for the Southern
States only, and county table XV is shown for only 19 States.
This latter table carries the acreages and average ylelds of
some of the principal crops which were harvested from irrigated
land with comparative data for nonirrigated land. The 19
States for which county table XV is shown are: Arizona, Arkan-
sag, California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Loulsiana, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon,
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

In a third series of bulletins to comprise volume II, county
data are presented for amount of income recelved from sales of
various 1livestock and 1livestock products, fleld crops, vege-
tables, frults and nuts, horticultural speclalties, and forest
products, together with the walue of farm products used by
farm households. These data are also given by income groups
and by the major source of income. In addition,data are shown
for the value of 1livestock on farms, the value of livestock
products, and the value of all crops harvested. These latter
values, 1n general, are based on inventory or production mul-
tiplled by county unit prices.

In these three series of State reports, summary tables,
containing totals for the States only, are presented and are
followed by tables in which county data, as well as totals for
the States, are shown. For those items appearing in the State
tables, all available comparative data are presented for each
census beginning with 1910. 1In the county tables, in addition
to the data from the Census of 1940, comparatlive Ifigures are
presented for some of the items from both the Census of 1935
and the Census of 1830 and in other cases for either or neither
of these years depending, in part,upon whether the information
wag avallable. Information for inquiries carried in former
census years, but not included in the questionnaire for 1940
ig omitted from 211 the tables.

In some cases the summary tables for the States show more
information than 1s carried in the county tables. = In other
cases, espscially where information is avallable for 1940 oniy,
more information is carried in the county tables than in the
State summary tables. The reader 1s cautloned to observe both.
the State and county tables in order to obtain all the infor-
mation which 1s contained in these volumes.

A general report, volums ITI, will carry United States and
State totals for warlous subjects or items. This latter pub-
1ltcation will also present comparative data, when avallable,
for all earlier census years. -
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Comparability of data.—The 1940 Census of Agriculturs,
In accordance with the law, was taken as of April 1, 1940,
congequently, all inventory 1tems relate to that date. Crop
and livestock production, with the exception of c¢itrus fruits,
1s for the calendar year 1935. Production of citrus fruits in
Arlzona and California was reported for <the bloom of 1938,
while in all other ciltrus-producing areas 1t was glven for the
bloom of 1939, For other years the inventory items relate to
the date of the census and the production 1tems to the preced-
ing calendar year, Since the date of the census has varied,
affecting the comparability of the data for some items more
than for others, the date of the enumeration or the year of
production 1is usually indicated in the tables. The user of
the statistics must be on guard when comparing the figures for
one year with those for another.

The difference in the time of the year when the enumera-
tion was made does not, alone, account for all of the changes
which have occurred from one census year to another. Various
factors, some conflicting In their tendencies, have been at
work. For example, the advance of mechanized farming tends to
put larger acreages under the control of an operatar; the util-
ization of the acreage has been affected by commodity prices,
by weather conditions, and by government programs; and indus-
trial employment has had its effect upon migration from farms
to cities or from cities to farms. Special studies of the re-
turns and comparisons with previous censuses are contemplated.
These studies should assist in evaluating the date and explain-
ing the changes which have occurred.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Only those items which need clarification, or for which ex-
planatory remarks are deemed necessary as to their comparabil-
ity are discussed, ’

A farm,-— The schedule form for 1940 was entitled "Farm
and Ranch Schedule.” This title was followed by a subtitle
“Including Speclal Agricultural Operations." The following
definition appeared on each schedule:

A farm, for Census purposes, iz all the land on which some agri-
cepltural operations are performed by one person, either by his own
laboxr alone or with the assistance of members of his household, or
hired employees. The land operated by a partnership is likewige con-
sidered & farm. - A "farm" may conaist of 2 single tract of land, or &
number of separate tracts, and the several tracts may be held under
different tenures, as when ons ‘tract is owned by the farmer and an-
other tract is Tented by him. When a landomner hds one_or more ten-
ants, renters, croppers, or managers, the land operatea by each i=
congidered & farm. Thus, on & plantation the land operated by each
cropper, renter, or tenant should be reported as a gepara&te farm, and
the land operated by the owner or manager by means of wage hands
should likewise be reported as a separate farm.

Include dry-lot or barn dairies, nurseries, greenhouses, hatch~

" eries, fur farms, mushroom cellars, apisries, cranberry bogs, etc,

Ex:luda Neiph farms," Tish hatchexries, “oyster farms,"” and "frog
farms.

Do not repoxrt as a farm any tract of lana  of lesa than 2 acres,
unless 1ts agriouliural produnts in 1939 were valued at $250 or more.

In the senumerators' handbook the following Iinstruction was

given:

the definition of a farm <found on the face of the ascheduls must
be carefully studied by the enumerator. XNote that for tracts of land
of 3 acres or mors the $250 limitation for vslus of agrieuliural prod-
uots does not apply. Such traots, however, must have had some agri-
oultural operations performed in 1939, or contemplated in 1940. A
sohedule must bhe prepared for each farm, ranch, or other establish-
ment which meets the requirements set up in the definition. A sched-
nle must be Filled out for all tracta of land on which some agriowl-
tural operations were performed in 1939, or are contemplated in 1940,
which might possibly meat the minimum requirements of a "farm."™ When
in doubt, always make out a schedule.

Parming, or agrisultural operations, consists of the produciion
of srops or plants, vines, and trees (excluding forestry operations)
or of the keeping, grazing, or feeding of livestock for animal prod-
uots (inoluding serums), animal increase, or value enhancement. Dive-
stosk, as here wused, includea poultry of all kinds, rabbits, bees,
and fur-bearing animals in captivity, in addition to mules, asses,
burros, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and hoga. Frequently, certain
operations are not generally recognized as farming. Thia is especially
true whers no crops are grown or where the establishments are not
commonly oconsidered as farms.
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A partial list of types of speclallized agriculture and of
operations not generally recognized as farming but for which
farm and ranch schedules were required was provided. This
1ist included such operations as aplaries (bee farms), feed
lots, greenhouses, hatcheries, mushroom cellars, etc.

Farm operator.—A "farm operator," according to the Cen-
sus definition, is a person who operates a farm, either per-
forming the labor himself or directly supervising i1t. For all
practical purposes, the number of farm operators is identical
with the number of farms.

Color of operctor.--Farm operators are classified as "white"
and "nonwhite."™ White includes Mexlicans and nonwhite includes
Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite
classes.

Race of operator.— Statistics by race of operator are given
in one of the State tables but no data of this kind are pre-
sented 1In any of the county tables. Separate figures are given
tor the nonwhite races only.

Tenure of operator.— Farm operators are also classified
according to the tenure under which they operate their farms.
Iin State tables 1 and 2 comparative figures ars given for full
owners, part owners, managers, and "all tenants® for the North-
ern and Western States, whereas oné subclass of tenants, viz.,
croppers, 18 added for the Southern States. In county table II
data are presented for additional subclasses.of tenants. These
are cash tenants, share-cash tenants, share tenants including
croppers, and other tenants for all States and, in a supple-
mental table to county table II, for the Southern States only,
some data are carried separately for croppers. In the supple-
mental table to county table II, which, as juat indicated, is
a part of the reports for the Southern States only, informa-
tion is presented by color and tenure, i. e., a tenure break-
down is shown for each of the two color classifications.

Full owners own all the land they operate.

Part owners own a part and rent from others the rest of
the land they operate.

Managers operate farms for others and receive wages or
salaries for their services. Persons acting merely as care-
takers or hired as laborers ars not classified as managers.

Tenants operate hired or rented 1land only. Cash tenants
pay a cash rental, such as $4.50 per acre for the cropland or
$500 for the use of the whole farm. Share-cash tenants pay a
part of their rental in cash and part as a share of crops or
livestock production, Share tenants pay a share only of either
the crops or livestock production or both. Croppers have been

~defined as share tenants, to whom their landlords furnish all

of the work animals or tractor power in lieu of work animals.
Other tenants include those whose rental agreement was unspec-
irtied and those who did not fall definitely into one or the
other subclasses.

Farms reporting,——The term "farms reporting," as used
in the tables, indicates the number of farms for which the
speciried items shown in the particular table were reported.
It there were 1,922 farms in a county and only 1,485 of these
had chickens on hand over 4 months old, April 1, 1940, and the
enumeration of that item were complete, the number of farms
reporting chickens for that year would be 1,485.

Land area.--The approximate land areas given for the States
and for the counties resulted from a complete remeasurement of
the United States, its individual States, and their counties
and, consequently, may be at variance with those published in
earlier Census Reports even though the county boundaries may
not have changed. The measurements involved geodetic values
and planimeter readings, and the latest and most authentic
maps to be secured from public and private sources were used.

Land in farms.—The acreage designated as "all land in
farms™ includes considerable areas of land not actually under
cultivation and some land not even used for pasture or grazing,
but all such land must have been under the contrel of the
operator and consldered a part of his farm. However, large
areas of timberland or other nonagricultural land held by an
operator of a farm as a separate business, and not used for
pasture or grazing, or for any other farm purpose, were to be
excluded. Land neither owned nor leased but from which crops,
including wild hay, were harvested was to be reported as part
of the farm. TWhen cattle, sheep, or other livestock were
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grazed or pastured on land neither owned nor leased by the
operator, such land was not to be included as a part of the
farm,

In 1940, data were secured for six classes of land based
on the use made of the land in 1938, as follows:

1. Cropland harvested.—The land from which cultivated crops were
harvested; land from which hay (inoluding wild hey) was cut; and land
in small fruits, orchards, vineyards, nurseries, and greenhouses.
Where two or more crops were harvested in 1939 from the same acreage,
such acreage was included only onoe in the acreage for cropland har-
vested. However, the acreage and the quantity of each individual
crop were reported separately as orops harvested, Thus, in some coun-
ties the total of the acreage of crops may greatly exceed the aoreage
designated as cropland harvested. .

2. Crop failure.—The land from which no orop was harvested in
1939 because of destruotion by wind, hail, drought, floods, insects,
disease, or from any oause, or fallure +to harvest because of low
prices or lack of labor. If a crop was harvested, even though the
yield was very low, the land from which the orop was actually har-
vested was included in the acreage for oropland harvested, not crop
failure. The acreage designated as crop fallure does not repreaent
the entire acreage of crops which failed, but only that acreage of
land in crops thet failed and which was not successfully replanted to
&8 arop that was harvested in 1939,

3. Oropland lying idle or in summer fallow.—Cropland which was
lying idle or which was in cultivated summer fallow; or land on which
orops were planted for soil improvement or the prevention of erosion,
and which was not pastured, or from which no crop of any Xkind was
harvested in 1939.

4, Plowable pasture.--Land used only for pasture in 1939 which
could have been used for crops without additional clearing, draining,
or irrigating. (Land from which a orop was harvested 4in 1939 but
which was later used for pasture was included under cropland harvested
rather than under pasture land.)

5. Woodland.—All farm wood lots or timber tracts, natural or
planted, and cut-over land with young growth, which has or will have
valne as wood or timber. Chaparral and woody shrubs were to be omitted.

6. All other land in fayms.-—This olassification includes pasture
land other than plowable and . woodland pasture, all wasteland, house
Yards, barnyards, feed lots, lanes, roads, etc,

In the last three preceding censuses information for eight
classes of land according to use had been secured. The data
obtained 1in 1940 for "woodland," as noted, were obtained as
one total, whereas In the three previous census years theae
had been divided 1nto "woodland pasture™ and "woodland not
used for pasture.” Also, for the same years separate figures
had been secured for pasture, other than plowable and woodland
pasture with 2 "catch-all" question for rough, swampy, or
waste lands not in woodland, pasture, or crops, and land occu~
pled by dulldings, barnyards, feed lots, roads, fences ditches,
etc, In the 1940 Census a combined figure was secured for
these two classes as described under "8" above.

County table I presents figures for "Irrigated cropland
harvegted" and "Irrigated pasture." The acreage figures re-
ported for irrigated cropland harvested are 1included in the
acreage for "total cropland harvested." The acreage reported
for irrigated pasture 1s wusually a part of the plowable pas-
ture though it may be part of the area shown for "all other
land in farms" or even i "woodland."

land in an individual farm occasiondally 1lies in <two or

more counties. In such cases the entire farm was to be enu-~
merated In the district In which the farmstead was located.
A8 a result of this procedure, the acreage shown for "all land
in farms" in some counties may be greater, and in other coun-
tles smaller, than the area actually in farms. Reference to
crossline acreage 1s made in the tables only when the area
shown for the farms of a county Is in excess of the county
area,
) Farms and farm acreage classified by size of faim.—
The revised grouping of farms and farm land by size (tot':al
acreage In the farm) as used in the Census of 1935 was repeated
for 1940, The new classification was made with the expecta-
tion that the mode of more of the groups, especilally in "sur-
vey" térritory, would tend to fall more nearly at the midpoint
of the group interval. The classification 18 so presented
that comparisons are possible between the different years.

. Heretorfore, the "under 3 acres" group has included a count
of farms for livestock operators who neither owned nor leased
any land but grazed their animals on open or public range. In
this report, the number of such farms still appears with the
"under 3 acres" group, but in county table III separate fig-
ures are presented rfor such farms for those States where this
condition was found to exist.

IX

Farm values.— The enumerators were instructed to obtain
from each farm operator the total value of the; farm (land and
buildings). This total value was to be reported in accordance
with the mrket*value. In deriving the average value per farm,
1t Has always been assumed that the total value should be di-
vided by the total number of farms. This has been done Trfor
all years even though in 1940 operations with no land owned or
leased were tabulated as having "O® acres and "O" value. For
part-owner operators, for the first time, the value of the
owned portion of the farm was requested. These data appear in
county table II.

¥hen the Agricultural Appropriation Bill for 1941 was un-
der consideration by Congress, a request was made that the
Census Reports include the average value of farms of 30 acres
and over, This information was needed in cornection with the
Farm fTenant lLand Purchase Program. Consequently, such data
are presented in county table I.

The operator was also asked to give The value of all farm
buildings on the farm. These values were necessarlly the
nearest approximation the farm operator could give, and the
figures obtained are probably somewhat leass satisfactory than
the figures for the total real-estate value; in other words,
the value of the buildings should not be subtracted from the
total value of the farm and the difference assumed to repre-
sent accurately the market value of the land alone.

Finally, 'the operator was agked to place a value on the
farm lmplements and machinery used in operating the farm. This
was to represent the present market value and was to include
not ornly the farm implements but also the tools; automobiles;
tractors; motortrucks; trailers; wagons; harnesses; dairy equip-
ment; cotton gins; threshing machines; combined; apparatus for
making cider, grape Julce, and sirup, and for drying fruits;
and all other farm machinery. However, the values of commer-
cial mills and factories, also permanently installed irrigation
and drainage equipment, were mentioned specifically to be
omitted.

Farm mortgage debt.— The farm mortgage inquiries on the
1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule, as heretofore, were to be answered
by operating owners only. Tenants and managers, in many cases,
would not know whether the farms they were operating were
mortgaged and would be even less likely to know the amount of
the mortgage and the contract rate of interest. The Inquiries
for the latest census read as follows:

If you own all or part of this farm—

Was there any mortgage debt on the land and build-
-ings 80 owned on April 1, 1940f«-escccamcaccaaa-

Total amount of outstanding mortgage debt on snch {Yes or Wo)

" land and duildings----

What was the annual rate (contract rate)
terest on the first moxrtgage debt? (Report frac-
tionsg)---

T eeromty
In many cases not all the land and buildings of a mort-

gaged Tarm are covered by mertgage. The above lnquirles were

not Intended to ascertain the actual acreage under mortgage.

The mortgage information given herein for part owners (op-
erating owners who rented some land from ‘others) relates only
to the portion of the farm ommed by them, for as with tenants,
no attempt was made to secure the facts as to debt on the
rented land. 1In the Census of 1840 a separate value of the
owned portion of <¢he farm for thees owner-tenant operations
was secured for the first tims. This separate value has made
possible computations for the owmmer's equity as well as for
his encumbranse,

Omner-operators who rent land fo others often think of
their entire holdings as one farm, especlally I1f the tracts
are contiguouns, thys having in mind something different from
the Census definition of a fdrm. For such operators, the
mortgage may cover the whole or any part:of the land owned and,
if an emmerator did not make 1t clear that the mortgage in-
formation wag to relate only to that portion which the owmer
himself was operating, the respondent might have included in
his answers data for the land rented #o others. A bianket mort-
gage, covering both the land the owner was operating and land
rented out, could not always bDe easily apportionad to the
respective tracts. Therefore, in the tabulation of the re-
sults from the mortgage Iinquiries, consideration was given to
another inquiry on the schedule which ascertained whether the
omwner owned any land in addition to that which he was operat-
ing. This type of inquiry was first carrisd in 1930. :
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In county table VIII figures are given for an item labeled
"pverage of the rates of interest." These figures should be
used with caution, as they represent an addition of the rates
reported, divided by the number of reports. Thsy do not repre-
gent weighted avercges. For example, 1f interest rates were
reported, as 5 percent on $20,000, 5-1/2 percent on $10,000,
5-1/2 percent on $8,000, and 8 percent on $2,000, the average
of these rates would be obtainad by dividing their sum (24)
by the number of reports (4). The result would be 6 percent,
whereas, 1f extensions were made and a welghted rate secured,
the average interest rate would be 5-3/8 percent.

As noted in the questions above, the annual interest rate
should represent the contraet rate on the first mortgage debt.
Instructions were given to the enumerator that the rate should
be the one specified in the first mortgage even though a lower
rate was temporarily 1in effect, as was true of many of the
Federal Land Bank loans. A tabulation of farm mortgage in-
debtedness by 1interest rates has been made and will be pre-
gented by geographic divisions and States in chapter IV of
volume III, 'This tabulation will afford some opportunity to
Jjudge the frequency of reports of temporary rates 1instead of
contract rates.

Farm taxes.—The two tax questions on the 1940 Farm and
Ranch Schedule read as follows:

If you omn &ll or part of this farm-—

Give amount of taxes levied in 1939 on the REAL
ESTATE of this farm owned by youw on April 1,
1940 (include buildings and other improve-
ments, but do not include taxes levied by
drainage or irrigation aistricts)--—-—-w----

Give amount of taxes levied in 1939 on PERSONAL (Omit ceats)
property owned by you on this farm (include
livestock, machinery, etc., but do not include

auntomobile taxes, fees, or licenzes----rreowm
{Omit centa)

As with farm mortgages, the tax inquiries were restricted to
owner-operators, both full owners and part owners. Taxes on
farm land rented fo others were to be excluded. Here, again,
the tabulations were made in such manner that reports for oper-
ators who stated they did not own additlonal land were grouped
together.

In many cases answers were supplied for the first question
and none appearad for® the second. In such instances, it may
be that the operator did not pay any personal-property tax of
the types speciflied or that the operator reported the total
amount of his tax bill in ¢the first question and could not or
did not make a separate report for his personal taxes.

Cash-rented land.— In addition to cash temants, another
group of farm operators, namely, part owners, may be renting
land for cash. A presentation 1s made separately in State
table 7 of the data reported for cash tenants and for part
owners whose rented land was operated on a cash basis. In
this table the information pertains, in most part, to those
operators who reported the amount of cash rent pald. The
acreage of the farms, the value of the farms (land and build-
ings}, the value of the buildings, and the amount of cash rent
paid are given so that derived figures ars avallable for the
amount of rent per acre and the amount of rent per $100 of
value.

Work off farm.—Many operators of farms obtain additional
income from personal services performed off their farms. In
some cases the operator supplements his farm income with odd
or spare time jobs; in many other cases his farming activities
are only secondary, his off-farm job being his principal source
of income. The inquiry carried on the 1940 Farm and Ranch
Schedule ascertained the mumber of days the operator worked
off his farm rfor pay or income and, of these days, the number
spent (a) on another farm (or farms) where he was employed by
someone else and (b) at jobs or businesses not connected with
any farm. Instructions were given to the enumerators that
this question was intended te secure a record of all time
spent off the farm in 1939 for pay, Incame, or profit. Work
of the operator in connection with a filling station, garage,
tourist camp, or other nonfarm business conducted at the farm
was consldered as work off the farm and should have been re-
ported under section "b" of the question. An operator who, on
the census date, was running a different farm from the one he
operated in 1939 was not supposed to report the time spent on
the formar as work 0if his farm. This is indicated by the
wording of the main part of the inquiry, which read:

How many days in 1939 did you work foxr pay
or income off the farm you operated?---- Day

8_.
(iIf no days, write "Nonet)

An effort was made to get & positive report as to off-farm
work from every operator. If there were no off-farm work, an
angwer of "None" was to be supplied. However, the enumerator
could not always supply an answer to this question.

Age of operator.— Farm operators have been classified
by age for several censuses and the absolute figures for six
age groups are shown, by tenure of operator, in State table 10.
Averages are also given In this table by tenure for both white
and nonwhite operators for 1840, the only year for which aver-
ages are available. Age data in county table IX are restricted
to the average aga' for operators classified by color and for
operators classifled by tenure, disregarding color.

Year of occupancy.-—The question on the 1940 Farm and
Ranch Schedule, "Year when you began to operate THIS farm--—--
(Year)," reflects, in part, the stability or instability of
operators on a particular farm. No account was taken as to
whether the operator had ever had previous farm experience;
for example, if an operator began operating his farm in 1940,
i1t may have been the first time he was ever galnfully employed
and not that he was unstable 1in his term of occupancy and had
Just moved from another farm. 1In making comparison between
the tenure classes as to the length of time the opsrators had
been on thelir rfarms, it is well to consider the average age of
the operators in the identical tenure classes,

In both 1840 and 1935, ‘only the year in which the operator
began to operate his farm was secured. Since the Census of
1940 was taken as of April 1 and that of 1935 as of Jamuary 1,
1t 18 impossible to classify the data s0 as to make exact com-
parison between the two years. This lack of complete compara-
bility also prevails In regard to the data obtained in 1940
with those obtained in 1930 and earller years when the month,
as well as the year, of the Initial operation was secured and
used in tabulating the reports. Hence, in State table 10 the
Year of occupancy 1is given for the 1940 Census, while for
earlier census years the data have been translated into the
number of years the operators had been operating thelr farms.

In State table 10 averages are presented Tfor operators,
classified by color and tenure, and in county table IX averages
are presented for operators, classified by color, and a second
group of averages for operators, classified by tenure. These
averages were obtained by making a summation of all years re-
ported for a given class and dividing the total by the total
number of operators reporting for that class. The resulting
quotient was shown as a whole number; for example, when the
average came %o something in excess of 1928 but not as much as
1929, the average year 1s shown in the tables as 1928.

Residence of farm operator.— Information was secured
in 1940 as to whether the operator of the farm resided on the
farm he was operating. The question read "Do you reside on
this farm? (Yes or No)."™ The information obtained
as a result of this inquiry, since 1t is avallable for the one
year only, 1is carried in county table IX only and does not ap-
pear in any State table.

Cooperative marketing.—8ince a clear-cut distinction
15 not easily made as to what types of transactions constitute
cooperative selling and purchasing,and since inquiries carried
in former censuses as to dollar volume of business were not
fully satisfactory, the inquiries in 1840 were designed to get

only positive or negative answers as to whether such transac-

tions were made by the farm operator In the previous calendar
year. Three questions were designed, one relating to coopera-
tive selling, the second +to cooperative buying, and the third
to business done through a cooperative service organization.
Instructions were given to the emmerators that service cooper-
atives included mutual fire insurance companies, mutual tele~
phone companies, cooperative truck routes, spray rings, rural
electrification associations, etc.

Farm labor.— Many and insistent demands produced the
labor Inquiry which comprised a part of the agricultural sched-
ule for 1940. Several types of information wers desired,
Some persons wished to secure data which would show the vary-
ing supply and demand for labor at various seasons of the year.
Others wished to obtain similar information by the type of
labor hired, that is, whether hired or available for hire by
the month, day, or on a plece work or contract basis. The

‘a.mount pald for various classes of labor was also wanted.

by
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After many conferences by representatives of interested agen-
cies and private individuals, the following question, somewhat
complex in nature, was formulated: )

X.—~FARM LABOR

87. Number of workers 14 yeara old and over and wages paid for farm
work on this farm (do not include housework or contract construc-

tion worlk):
Number of persons 14 years ald
Aot o8 7 o ik et | Total cash wages paid
OLABS OF LABOR o Skl tdd foc ll hired Jabor ia
Mar, %430, Sept, 2¢-30,
this year Yoot year
Number Number “Dollars

() rafor and unpaid
@ Ope members of hig family.

(3) Labor hired by month

XXXXXIXX

Omit cents)
() Labor hired by day or (Omit con
(d) Others (include piece (Omit cents)
work and contract
labor)
(Omit cents) |

It 1s to be noted that adequate corrections for labor dats,
especially for type and numbers, cannot he made where reports
were improperly recorded or where no reports were given.

In presenting the data, the cash expenditures for labor
have been listed along with other farm expenditures and not in
the section relating to the numbers employed. It should be
noted that the expenditures for farm labor represent the amounts
paid in cash. For certain types of labor, cash payments are
often supplemented with the furnishing of board, housing, feed
and pasturage for animals, or products of the farm for the use
of the laborer's family.

Farm expenditures.-—As noted in the foregoing under
farm labor, the inquiry for that I1tem specified expendltures
in cash. For all other expenditures, 1t was pointed out in
the Instructions to enumerators that cash pald out and other
obligations Incurred during 1939 for all specified goods and
gservices used on the farm should be included. 1In the case of
a tenant-operated farm, contributions made by the landlord, as
well ‘as those made by the tenant operator, were to be included.
Another Instruction stated that a farm operator who rented
land o others should report only the expenditures <for the
part he operated.

The inqulry for the amount  expended for farm implements
and machinery specified the inclusion of expenditures for auto-
moblles, tractors, and motortrucks, while that for expendl-~
tures for building materials specified the inclusion of lumber,
roofing materials, hardware,. cement, paint, fencing material,
etc., for use on the farm.

Farm machinery and facilities.-—1In 1940 an inventory
record was made for the number of automoblles, motortrucks,
and tractors on each farm. The enumerator was cautioned to
include automobiles owned by hired help living on the farm.
Any tractors which were home-made were to be listed under the
inquiry relating to that item. For each of these three general
classes of equipment, the year of latest model on the farm was
to be recorded. The number of farms reporting each model is
bresented by tenure of operator and by individual year of model
beginning with the most recent model and extending to those
approximately 10 years of age. For all older models the num-
ber of  farms reporting 1s shown in one group. Such data are
presented in State table 11. In county table X the year of
latest model is given for two S-year groups and for a third
group in which all older models fall.

The averages given for the year of latest model were ob-
tained by adding the years reported for the individual models
and dividing that sum by the total number of farms reporting.
The resulting quotient 13 shown as a whole number; Iror example,
a quotient of 1934 (with or without a decimal) is given in the
tables as 1934. The average age of any of the types of equip-
ment on the farm might be a little older than Indicated by the
average for the year of latest model, as shown in the tablss,
since. in some cases there would be cars, trucks, or tractors,
of an earller model on the farm,

XI

An inquiry was carried on the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedulse
as to whether there was an electric distribution line within
one-quarter mile of the farm dwelling. This distance was
recommended by englneers as defining the probable range of
potentlal usergs of electric current. Of the dwellings that
were already lighted by electricity, the source of current wus
ascertained, that is, whether from a power line or from a home
plant. 0f those lighted by a home plant a presentation ls
made of the number within one-quarter mile of an electric disg-
tribution line.

The enumerator was required to indicate sach kind of road
on which a farm was located, Many farms have frontage on more
than one +type of road. For such farms, the tabulations were
made so that the higher or superior class of road was shown In
one group and the secondary <type of road in another group.
Such a distinction is made In State table 11, In county table
X the farms are classified according to the highest type of
road recorded for them.

Livestock and livestock products.——For comvenience, the
term "livestock" in the Census Reports is made to include not
only domestic animals such as horses, mules, cattle, swine, sheep,
and goats, but also fur-bearing animals (kept in captivity),
poultry, and bees. It follows, then, that the term "livestock
products® should include production from the above classes.

In making comparlsons between the various census years for
any particular class of livestock shown in the accompanying
tables, several points should be kept I1in mind, two of which
are:

(1) It is characteristic for some classes of livestock to
change in numbers between years through rather definite cycles,
i. e., from a low point to a high point and back again over a
period of years. These cycles often follow price relation—
ships. A census taken every five years might fall at dif-
ferent points of the cycle and thus interfere with the deter-
mination of long-time trends. Cyclical changes have an effect
on the volume of production.

(2) A variation in the months of enumeration ssriously af-
rects the comparability of the statistles for most kinds of
livestock, again making it difficult to determine the trend in
numbers between census periods. As noted 1in the 1ivestock
tables, the 1940 and 1930 censuses were taken as of April 1;
the 1935, 1925, and 1920 censuses a8 of January 1; and the
1910 census as of April 15. In the perlod from January 1 to
April 1 (or April 15) rapid changes are taking place 1n the
mubers of each class of livestock due to decreases from farm
glavghter, deaths, and marketings during this three-month pe-
ricd and to increases due to births and purchases. The net
effect of these .iInfluences cannot be readlily appraised, For
the country as a whols, April 1 13 in the midst of the season
when colts, calves, lambs, spring pigs, and other livestock
are born. In some parts of the country, a census on that date
would include many young animals; in other parts, 1t would in-
clude relatively few of such animals; and in still other parts,
varying prcrortions would be included. For this reason and
because of the necessity of limiting the number of inquiries,
those responsible for the 1940 censug schedule thought it best
that all recently-born animals should be excluded from the
enumeration.

A change of date from January 1 to April 1 may seriously
affect comparability in enumeration of migratory sheep in the
Western States. January 1 will usually find such sheep on the
winter range but April 1 may find them in a different county
or even a different State, en route tc or on ths spring-fall
range. The instructions to the enumerators were that sheep on
open range be enumerated where the ranch headquarters are lo-
cated.

The inquiries for 1940 were so worded that, when consider-
ing young animals and poultry, inclusions were made fer horse
and mule colts and calves over 3 months of age, plgs and kids
(goat) over 4 months of age, lambs over 6 months of age, and
poultry over 4 months of age, on the date of the census. Be-
cause of the varying age groups included in the differsnt cen-
sus years, a tabulation appears as a part of this text pres-
entation showing to what age groups the numerical data refer.
The tabulation is confined to the material appearing as part
of this volume.
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AGE AND SEX GROUPS ENUMERATED FOR VARIOQUS CLASSES OF LIVESTOCK,
AND OWNERSHIP OF BEES,

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940

1940, WITH APPROXIMATELY COMPARABLE GROUPS,
1910 TC 1940
and 14, and county tables IV, v, and IT)

1910 70 1935;

TTRE 1940 1985 1930 1925 19820 1810
{April 1) (danuary 1) (April 1) {January 1) ( January 1) (April 15)
Horses and/or muleg-—-w———-———---{arns reporting— Over 3 mo. old. | ALl ages. ALL ages, A11 sges. *) *)
Horses and ¢oltg—-—e——=s=—""" ——farms reporting-- Over 3 mo. old. A11 ages. ) () ALl ages. A1l ages.
nwnber Over 5 mo, old. A1l ages. Over 5 mo. old. A1 sges. A11 =ges. Over 3-1/2 mo. old.
Colts: b 3 to 27 mo. old. | Under 2 Jyr. old. % to 27 mo, old, | Under 2 YT, old. Under 2 yr. old. )
Mules and mule o1t ——-{arns reporting-- Over 3 mo, old. A1l ages. (* *) A1l ages, A1l ages.,
aumbere———————oy  Over 3 mo. old. All ages. Over 3 mo, old. ALL ages. 411 ages. Over 3-1/2 mo. old.
Mule colts b 13 to 27 mo. old, | Under 2 yr. old, % to 27 mo, old, | Under 2 yr. old. tnder 2 yr. old. ()
Cattle and calves——————w———-—farss reporting— Over 3 mo. old. A11 ages. A2l ages. M All ages. A1l ages.
Mumber—meme———n=d Over 3 mo. old. A11 ages. Over 3 mo. old. | AlL ages- All ages. over 3-1/2 mo. old.
Cows and heif numb Over 27 mo. old. | 2 Jr.old and over. | Over 27 mo. old. | 2 ¥T. o1d apd over. | 2 yr. old and over. )
Kept mainly for wilk
production: ——farme Teporting— Over 27 mo. old. (] Over 27 mo. old. |2 yr. old and over. 2 yr. old and over. | Over 15-1/2 mo. old,
kept for milk.
DUBD eI~ over 27 mo. old. ()] Over 27 wo. old, | 2 yr. old &nd over. 2 yr. old and over. | 2 Jr. old and aver
Jan. 1, kept for milk
(estimated for 1820
Census RHeports).
¥ept mainly for beel N
production: ~~fayms reporting— Over 27 mo. old, () Over 27 mo. old. s 2 yr, old and over. )
pupbere——-=em- Over 27 mo. old. ) Over 27 mo. old. | 2 Fr. old and over.| 2 yr. old and over. *)
Hogs and. pizs—-————--——-»—-———-!nm reportin: Over 4 mo. old. A1l ages. AL ages. All ages. A1) ages. Over 3-1/2 mo. old,
nunber- Over 4 mo. old. A1) ages. Over 3 mo. old. A11 ages. A1 ages. over 3-1/2 mo, old.
Sows and gilt:————-—v——-fnm reporting Farrowing between Farrowing bestween Farrowing between Q] For breeding pur- *) .
Dec. 1, 1939 and Jan.l and June 1 Jan. 1 and Junel poses, 6 mo. old
June 1, 1940. and over.
nunber———- Farrowing between | Farrowing between Parrowing between | For breeding pur- For breeding pur- (&)
Dee. 1, 1930 and| Jan and June L Jan.l and Junel| poses, 6 mo. old poses, 6 mo, old
June 1, 1940. and over. and over.
Sheep and el B o AT reporting— Over & mo. old. All ages. All sges. A1l Bges. A1l ages. A1l ages.
nusber— - Over 6 ®o, old. A1l ages. Over 6 mo. old. 211 ages. A1l ages. Over 3-1/2 me. old.
Enes farms reporting— Over 8 mo. old. 1 yr.old and over, b 1 1 yr. ol and over, | Over 3-1/2 wo, old,
nuzber—--——-— Over 6 0. old. 1 yr. old and over.| Over & mo, old. 1 gr. old snd over. 1. uldlnnd over, | Over 3-1/2 mo. old.
Yearling eweg-----—-—torms reporting— 6-18 ma, old. (%) x 2 ) (i)
uEbere mmm——me 6~18 B0, old. (%) 6-18 mo. old. (%) (1) (@]
Other ewes-——m-—————-—{irus reporting— Qver 18 mo. old, (*) e (1) ) )
nusber—~ Over 18 mo. 01d. *) Over 18 mo, old. *) *) Q)]
Goats and Mdg——m——"""""" farms reporting-- Over 4 mo. old., A1l ages, All ages. All ages. A1l ages. A1l ages.
number————————-— 0ver 4 mo. old, Al ages, ALl ages. A1l ages. A1l ages. A1l ages.
Angore: farms reporting—| Over 4 mo. old. *) A11 ages. * 1 yr, old and over, 23}
yainsed for fleeces.
mumber——————r- Over 4 mo. old. ™) A11 sges. ) A1 ages, raised *)
for fleeces.
Other goats——m—m—————---—{8r28 reporting— Over 4 mo. old. *) *) {*y Other than goats *)
and kids, reised
for fleeces.
pusher———e——-— Over 4 mo. old. *) 111 ages. (@) Other than goats )
and kids, raised
for fleeces.
Chickans farms repirting— Over 4 wo, old. Over 3 mo, old. over 5 mo, oM. Age not specified. Age not epecified. Over 3 mo, old.
nupber-——-——-, Over 4 mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. over 3 mo. old. Age nobt lgeciﬁad. Age not specified. Over 3 mo. odd.
Turkeys farms reporting— Over 4 mo. old. Over 3 mo, oid. %’) *) Age not specified, | Over 3 mo, old.
umber———-——- Over 4 mo. old. Over 3 mo, old, 1) (1) Age not specified. | Over 3 wo. old,
Ducks farss reporting— Over 4 mo. old. 51) {*) E‘; Age not specified, | Over § mo. old,
AUBbEp—e————~ Over 4 mo. old. ) (*) 2 Age not specified. | Over 3 mo. old,
Geese . farms reporting— Over 4 mo. old. {* ) 21) Age not specified. | Over 5 mo. old.
AUmher——me—rt OVer 4 mo, old. (* + 2 Age not specified. | Over 5 mo old.
Gud farms reporting-- Over 4 mo. old. {3 (1; & Age not specified, | Over 3 mo. old.
pumbege——e———{ Over 4 mo. old. ?) %1) * Age not specified, | Over 5 ma. old.
Pigeons farms reporting— Over 4 mo. old. 1} 1) (* Age not specified. | Over 3 mo. old.
number Over 4 mo. olds ("g ("; (* Age not ngeciﬁod. ‘| over 3 me, old.
Quail farus reporting— Over 4 mo, old. I (* (*) M) (9]
o over 4 mo, old. ) () ) () M)
Pheasant farma reporting— Over 4 mo, old. *) @) *) 21) *)
pumbeg——————-— Over 4 mo, old. M) ()] *) 1) *)
Hves of bass—m——=—-———"--"{aTHS reporting— Rives owned by *) Hives owned by *) Hives Hives.
operator or by operstor.
others.
pumberme———--] Hives owned by (*) Rives owned by *) Rives Hives.
operater or by operator,
others.
Fur animals in captivity:
Silver fox: farms reporting— Females over 3 mo. *) ) (&3] (*y (&)
old.
DU e Ie{:lu over.3 mo. (&) * * *) (1)
old.
Mink: farms reporting-q Femalss aver5 mo. ) * (&) (%) ()
old.
number Females over3 mo, (@) ) * [¢)] )
oid.
1xot availabls.
n theory, & change In the date of the enumeration should Hogs and pigs.-—-1In 1940, pigs on hand on April 1 which

have 1ittle effect on the
the previous calendar year.
that, when accurate records 0
production of milk and of eggs &
does affect the total
tnat a census of milk and egg production taken
of production in April, for the previous year,
glve somewhat higher figures than a census

However,

volume reported for a year.

which 1s near the low point.

In county tables v and V,
for the last 3 censuses, the invent:
in 1talics, since that census was ‘take

taken

the 1940 and 1930 enumeratlions were as of April 1.

volume of production reported for
experience indicates
t production are not kept, dailly
t the time of the enumgration

This means

near the peak
would tend to

in January

where the data are given only
ory date for 1835 are gliven
n as of January 1 while

had been born since pecember 1,
as a part of the farm inve
suses taken in April the
and pigs on hand which had be
The change, 80
age would De excluded,
States Department of Agr
“gpring" and "£all," the former in
cember 1 to the following June 1, and

cengus year.

was

ntory.

porn between June 1 and December 1.

Poultry.—- To be counted in 1940,
the census date had to
1imit, as in the case ot pigs, had been raised.

1939, were not to be counted
In some of the previous cen-
inventory had been 1imited to hogs
en born prior Lo January 1 of the
that any pigs under 4 months of
made at the request of the United
{culture which divides farrowings into
cluding plgs dorn from De-
the latter including plgs

all poultry on hand on
be over 4 months of age.

This age
By excluding
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fowls wnder 3 months in several of the preceding censuses,
an approach was made to securing information for laying flocks,
particularly for chickens. 8ince many chickens which go to
market as broilers are about 12 weeks of age (or approximately
3 months), some chickens intended for broilers might be in-
cluded 1in the enumerations and some might be excluded. By
changing the minimum age to 4 months it was hoped that chickens
on hand on the census date which were to be marketed as broil~
ers would be excluded from the enumeration in 1940.

Separate inquiries were carried on the 1940 Farm and Ranch
Schedule for chickens, turkeys, and ducks, Another inquiry
was provided for other classes of poultry, The names of these
other classes of poultry were to be given along with the num-
bers on hand over 4 months old on April 1, 1940, and the num-
bers ralsed in 1939. County data for chickens, turkeys, ducks,
geese, and guineas are presented In county table V. State
table 14 presents totals for farms reporting, numbers on hand,
and numbers raised, for pigeons, pheasants, and quail, In
many cases the names of the other classes of poultry wers not
given. The factual data for such reports are Included under
a heading "Unspecified and other."

Bees and honey.-—Beekeeping has been considered as an
agricultural operation. At the request of those interested in
aplculture, the form of the inquiry was changed in 1940 so
that two questions were carried in regard to the number of
hives of bees, The first related to hives on a farm on April
1 which were owned by someone other than the farm operator and
the second related to hives owned by the farm operator whether
kept on his-farm or on nonfarm land such as deserts, hills,
swamps, etc. Data for each of these two groups are presented
in county table V, at the beginning of which totals for the
State are carried. If the number of farms reporting hives of
bees for each of these groups are added, the total may differ
somewhat from the number of farms reporting hives of bees shown
in State table 3 since the figures shown Iin State table 3 for
this item represent the number of farms having bees regardless
of whether owned by the operator or by others but Xkept on
farms.

The schedule inquiry in 1940 regarding honey production
was addressed to the farm operator and read as follows: "Honey
produced by your bees in 1939 . . ., pounds . . . ." In order
to get a report on substantial amounts of honey production for
bee owners whose bees were on another farm, the following in-
struction was given to the enumerators:

If on this farm there are bees owned by a person other than the
operator, not only 1ist on the schedule for this farm the number of
hives but also ipjuire as to whether the owner of such colonies has
other bees., If he has as many as 30 hives altogether, on this farm
and elsewhere, you should visit him, if in your dlstrict, and deter-
mine whether a aschedule should be obtained. If such is the case,
prepare a farm schedule, inecluding thereon the total quantity of honey
produced by all his bees . . . . If suoch owner is mot in your dis-
triet, send to your supervisor the name and address of the omner of
the bees and any informetion pertaining to his operations which might
be helpful in the enumeration, sush as number of hives of bees on
this farm, a statement whether he has other bees and where located,
ete.,, in order that a Farm and Ranch Schedule may be obtaiped from him.

Goats and mohair.— The inventory of goats and klds for
April 1, 1940, related to those animals over 4 months old on
that date. Separate data were secured for Angora and for
"Other" goats and, for the first time, an Iinquiry was included
relating to <the mumber of goats milked. The quantity of mo-
hair and kid hair clipped in 1939 was also reported.

Farm slaughter and purchases and sales of livestock.-—
Data are shown for four separate classes of animals butchered,
namely, cattle (excluding calves), calves, hogs and pigs, and
sheep and lamba. In the county table, figures are also given
for the number of farms reporting  slaughter of any of these
four classes of animals, Another set of <figures is given in
the county table only for the number of farms reporting cattle
and/or calves butchered. The 1940 inquiry 1included animals
butchered in 1939 for use on the particular farm or for sale
from that farm. Animals butchered off the farm on a custom
basis, or otherwise, for use on the farm were to be reported by
the operator of the farm for which the animals were butchered.

For purchases and sales, data are shown, In county table
XI only, for four specific classes of animals, namely, cattle,
excluding calves; calves; hogs and pigs; and sheep and lambs,
Data are also presented therein for the farms reporting the
purchase or sale of cattle and/or calves.

XIII

Fur animals (kept in captivity}.-——By definition, all
establishments or businesses which kept fur-bearing animals
for income or profit s«were classed as farms provided they met
certain minimum requirsments. However, information as to the
type of animals kept or pelts taken was secured only for sil-
ver fox and mink. These data are presented in State table 14
only, but not in a county table.

Crops.-—The 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule was prepared in
such a manner that every crop grown on tracts of land listed
ag farms should have been enumerated. The crop inguiries were
varied in different sections of the country so that separate
questions could be carried for all crops widely grown in each
major area. If a2 separate inguiry was not carried for a par-
ticular crop, that crop could be reported under one of several
"eatch-all™ questions on the schedule. By using a different
schedule for each region it was also possible to use the unit
of measure that was most prevalent in an area for reporting
production,

The acreage, or area, given In the tables for the several
crops represents the acreage harvested in 193¢ with the follow-
ing exceptions: The acreage given for land in frult orchards,
vineyards, and planted nut trees represents the land in bear-
ing and nonbearing trees and vines, on the census date; and
the acreage, or area, for horticultural speclalties represents
the land in those crops in 1939 and not the land from which a
harvest was made. It should be pointed out that the acreage
harvested 18 often much less than the acreage planted; also,
that a crop intended for harvest in one manner might be har-
vested in an entirely different manner; for example, soybeans
may have been planted for the beans but may have actually been
hogged off or cut for hay. The following instruction was
given to the enumerators for 1940:

If & crop which daid not Justify harvesting in the usual manner
wes grazed or hogged off, or was cut for <forage, it should be con-
gldered as harvested. If, in harvesting, any apprecisble part of a
Tield was skipped, enter only the acrea actually harvested. Where

the entires field was gone over in harvesting, report the entire soreage
as harvested even though the yield was small.

The production for the various crops represents the quan—
tity harvested 1in 1939, with the exception of citrus frult
production which was to be reported for the crop from the bloom
of 1938 for Arizona and California and from the bloom of 1839
for all other areas in which citrus fruits were grown.

In comparing the statistics for one census year with those
for another, 1t should be borne in mind that the acreage of
crops (or the number of fruit trees or vines) and the number
of tarms reporting are, on the whole, a better index of the
general changes or trends in agriculture than the quantity of
crop production, since variation in quantity may be due largely
to tavorable or unfavorable seasons or to other factors.

Units of measure.— The unit of measure for reporting
production of some crops has varied frem one census year to
the next, As has been noted the schedule for 1940 made 1%t
possible to secure the production of certain crops in varying
units for the major geographlic reglons. In the earller cen~
suses, production of a crop was quite generally, though not
universally, reported in a standard unit for all arsas with
the result that the quantity harvested was glven for some areas
in terms of contaliners not widely used in those areas.

Types of containers and their cubic contemt have varied
over the years with produétion and marketing practices. This
has been especially true of units of measure for vegetables
and frults. It has besn <found impossible to obtain the pro-
duction of vegetables in terms of standard contalners, hence,
the resort to use of values of sales, which has its Iimitations.

In the tables, the current production of the several crops
ig shown in the unit of measure carried on the schedule; for
example, production of apples 1is shown in bushels for all
gtates except Arizmona and California where it is given In tons
or fractions thereof, since the schedule required the produc-
tion of this c¢crop in those respective units. In the State
tables the historical data are given for most of the crops in
the unit carried on the wmost recent schedule for that area.
This often required that the figures for earlier years be con-
verted into different units from those reported and published
for those years. Conversions have been made by using the
welghts in current use. These welghts, or factors, wused in
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making the conversions will be published in the general repert,
volume III, where the data for each crop are brought together
and shown by States in the same table.

For a few crops, the typs o container, or weight per unit,
has varied 80 much from one census year to another that it has
been deemed 1Inadvisable to show the production for other years
in terms of the current censug Year's unit. Peanuts, which
were reported in pounds in 1939 and in bushels 1n earlier
years, arford a good example of the difficulty of converting
production. There has been a considerable shift in the type
of peamuts grown In the various States owing principally to
market demands and, in part, to farm production practices and
trop programs., The Virginla type of peanut weighs 22 pounds
per bushel; Southeastern Runner type, 28 pounds per bushel;
and the Spanish type, %0 pounds per bushel. production of
these types has varied widely within many of the States through
the years and no reliable data on the production by types
within the States are available.

Corn.——In State table 4 and county table VI figures are
presented for the item ‘"corn for all purposes.”™ This item
includes corn harvested for grain, for silage, and that hogged
or pgrazed off, or cut for fodder. It does not, however, ln-
clude sweet corn and other corn for roasting ears or for can-
ning, popcorn, "Egyptian corn," karir, or milo maize. There
1s no duplication of acreage for the uses shown in the table,
that is, the acreage for all uses when totaled Wwill equal that
reported for "corn for all purposes.”

Sorghums.—1In the Census of 1940 sorghums for sllage were
reported separately from those which were cut for hay or fod-
der. Separate figures for these appear in county table VI but
not in State table 4. Under the item "harvested for grain"
the enumerator was instructed to "include the seed of sweet
gorghums and the seed from the various hybrids, as well as
from graln sorghums.” As in the case of corm, there is no
duplicatlion in the acres of sorghums harvested for grain and
the acreage cut for silage, hay, or fodder.

Small grains.-—In the tables, figures are given for small
graina threshed. The term "grain threshed" is broad enough to
include grains harvested with combines, which are in general
use 1n many areas. Acreages of oats, wheat, barley, and other
small grains which were harvested for hay are shown with the
hay crops and not under "small grains.”

For the 1tem "mixed grains (other than a flax and wheat
mixture) threshed," the following instruction was given to the
enumerators:

" Even though the mixture of grains may be separeted in the process
of harvesting or after harvest and the quantities of +the separate
grains determined, repoxrt the total of the mixture here and do not
report under the gquesticns for those apecific crops the quantitiss of
the aseparate kinds inocluded in this mixture.

In addition %0 an inqulry for "oats threshed" and an in-
quiry for "small grain hay" which included oats cut for hay,
another inquiry was ocarried in the small graln block of the
schedule worded as follows: "0ats cut for grain when ripe or
nearly ripe and fed unthreshed (omit oat hay)."

Hay crops.— For the enumerators® guidance as to what hay
crops were to be included under "annual legumes saved for hay”
the following list was made a part of the schedule inquiry:

Jowpeas Vetches Mungbeans
Peanuts Crotalaria Other beans
Canada peas Saybeans Beggarweed
Austrian peas Yelvetbeans Iupines
Other peas Hoxsebemns

This listing was followed by a note concerning byproducts used
for hay or straw which read: "Include peanut vines saved for
hay, but omit 'straw' where beans or peas have been threshed."

Separate figures for s8weetclover hay and lespedeza hay
were secured in the 1940 Census for the first time. These
data appear in county table VII.

Annual legumes.-— The inquiries for the individual annual
legumes were designed to obtain the acreage of each crop grown
alone and the acreage grown with companion crops. Because of
different planting practlces, the interplanted acreage camnot
be satisfactorily reduced to an equivalent solid acreage to
obtain a total acreage for any particular legume. That part
of the acreage of the individual annusl legumes cut ror hay
was to be reported not only undsr the separate inquiries for
legumes, but, also, in the hay section of the schedule mnder "an-

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940

nual legumes cut for hay." The acreage and production of an-
nual legume hay appears in State table 4 and county table VII.

If soybeans, cowpeas, and peanuts were grown extensively
in an area, a separate inquiry was carried <for each on the
reglonalized <farm schedule, For these three crops the total
acreage harvested was requested and a subquestion was designed
to ascertain the portion of the acreage (both grown alone and
grown with other crops) which was harvested for beans only,
for peas only, or for peamits only. The data for acreage ob-
tained as a result of the aubquestions are shown 1in county
table XII only.

For some of the annual legumes, such as cowpeas, Dicklng of
the seed 1s often incidental to the main use made of the crop.
Some plcking of seed 1s also made from interplanted acreages.

Dry lima beans are produced on an extensive scale In sev-
eral sections of California. This crop was given a separate
inquiry on the regionalized schedule for that State, which
form wag also used In Arizona. Such data are presented in
State table 15 and county table XIT for these two States.

Miscellaneous field crops.—-In the "catch-all" question
for field crops, some reports have been secured for crops not
grown on an extensive scale. The data for any such crops are
shown in a State table only. BSome of the crops which may be
ltsted therein are cassava, chicory, chufas, flax for fiber,
ginseng, golden seal, kudzu, mustard seed, sugar beet seed,
sunflower seed, willows, etc.

Vegetables.,— The data for Irish potatoes and sweetpota~
toes are presented In State table 4 and county table VII. In-
tormation is given In State table 16 and county table XIII foo
the farms reporting, acreage, and value of the individual veg-
etables harvested for sale (excluding Irish and sweet potatoes)
Data are usually given for more kinds of vegetables 1in State
table 18 than in county table XIII.

The inquiry on the 1940 schedule relating to vegetables
grown for home use was Intended to secure the valus of all
vagetables grown in 1939 on =a particular farm for consumption
by the operator's family and by all other households living on
the farm.

Horticul tural specialties.-— Special emphasis was given
in the instructions to enumerators that production in mushroom
cellars, nurseries, greenhouses, and similar establishments
were considered agricultural operations, for which a Farm and
Ranch Schedule should be secursd, ir minimum requirements of a
farm were met. Three Inquiries were made a part of each re-
glonalized schedule to obtain the area and the amount of sales
of such products,

Small fruits.—The figures given for the 1individual
small fruits represent the acreage and production for tame, or
cultivated, varieties only, with the exception that wild blue-
berries were considered & harvested crop 1f the land was used
primarily for their production. The 1940 schedule specified
that nonbearing acreage was not to be included. )

Tree fruits, nuts, and grapes.—On many farms there

‘are a few frult or planted nut trees, or grapevines which are

not & part of a well-defined orchard or vineyard. In many such
cases reports were secured for the number of trees, with or -
without production, but no acreage was shown. An acreage was
supplied when there were enough trees or plants, at normal
planting distances, to make two acres. For this reason, the
number of farms reporting land in bearing and nonbearing fruit
orchards, as shown in State table 17 and county table XIV, is
usually smaller than the number of farms reporting tree fruits,
nuts, or grapes of any kind.

Demand has Dbeen made for the number of <farms reporting
orchard fruits; the number of farms reporting cltrus fruits,
and the number of farms reporting nuts. State table 17 and
county table XIV present this type of data. In several re-
gions where frult production 1s important, a separation was
secured for cherries into sour cherries and sweet cherries; of
Deaches into clingstone and freestone; of pears into Bartlett
and other pears; of plums into plums and prunes; and of grapes
into table, ralsin, ana wine or julce varieties. Such infor-
mation, when avallable, 1s carried in State tahle 17 and county
table XIV.

Maple sirup and sugar.-~Production of mapls sirup and
sugar was carrled as a geparate inquiry only in Region 1 which
roughly comprises those States in the northeastern part of the
country. When reported, it will appear in State table 17 and
county table XIV.
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