CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940

INTRODUCTION

History of Census of Agriculture,—The 1940 Census of
Agriculture was a constituent part of the Sixteenth Decennial
Census of the United States. The Federal Government first pro-
vided for a Census of Agriculture to be taken in 1840 in con-
nection with the 8ixth Decennial Census of Population. Since
that time, a census of agriculture has always been taken in
conjunction with the census of population in each decennial
enumeration. Congress first provided for a mid-decennial farm
enumeration to be taken in 1915, but owing to the war in Europe
this census was not taken. Congress again provided for a mid~
decennial agricultural census to be taken as of January 1,
1925, and such a census was taken. Another mid-dscennial cen-—
sug was taken as of January 1, 1935, and the legislation which
provided for it, which is 8till in effect, also provided that
avery ten years thereafter a census of agriculture should be
taken.  Thus, beginning with 1920, there has been a Federal
Census of Agriculture every fifth year.

In 1840, the Census of Agriculture was rather limited in
scope. It included such items as an inventory of the principal
classes of domestic animals, the production of wool, the value
of poultry, the value of products of the dairy, and the pro-
ductlon of the principal crops. In 1850, the decennial census
first included the number of farms and the sacreage and value
of farm land; in 1880, informatlion was first seocured as to the
tenure under which the farms were operated; and in 1925 a more
detalled classification of the farm land according to its use
was Introduced. No recent census has required information
about silk cocoons which formed a part of the queationnaire
for several of the earlier censuses. These are but a few of
the additlions, changes, and deletions which have been made in
the 100-year span since the first Census of Agriculture.

Legal basis for the 1940 Census.—Provigion for the
1940 Census was made 1n the Act providing for the Fifteenth
Decennial Census which was approved on June 18, 1929, In part
this Act provided, "That a census of population, agriculturs,
irrigation, drainage, distribution, unemployment, and mines
shall be taken by the Director of the Census in the year 1930
and every ten years thereafter. The census herein provided
for shall include each State, the District of Columbia, Alaska,
Hawall, and Porto Rlco."

Method of canvass and tabulation.,-—In the 1940 Census
of Agriculture, as for each census of agriculture begiming
with 1800, a separate schedule was required for every farm in
the United States. The data, therefors, are the results ob-
tained from the tabulation of the information given by farm
operators to census enumerators in a personal canvass of the
individual farma.

Arfter the schedulss were recelived In Washington and ex-
amined for accuracy and completeness, the figures were trans-
ferred to punch cards, By means of other mechanical equipment
the totala for geographic areas were obtalned.

Presentation of statistics.— The data in this volume
were Iirst published in two separate bulletins for each of the
forty-eight States and the Dlstrict of Columbia, These State
bulleting comprise the flrst and second series of reports for
the 1940 Census of Agrlculturs,

In the firat serles of bulletins the data relate, in the
maln, to the number, aocreape, and value of farms; the value of
bulldings and of implements and machinery on farms; farm land
according to 1ts utllization; some of the foregolng items clas-~
sified by the color of the rarm operator, some by the tenure
of the farm operator, and some by the size of the farm: farms
reporting and numbers of specified classes of livestook and
poultry with some of their products; and farms reporting with
the acreage and production of specitied crops harvested, In

lication will also present

the second series of bulletins, the statistics are presented
for the following items: Mortgage debt for farms of operating
owners (both full owners and part owners); taXes on farm prop-
erty owned by full owners and part owners; work off their farms
by farm operators for pay or income; age of operators; year of
occupancy translated (except for 1940) into the number of yearsa
the operators had been working their present farms; whether
the farm operators reside on their farms; cooperative selling
and purchasing of goods and services; farm labor employed at
gspecified times; expenditures for selected items; inventorles
of automobiles, motortrucks, and tractors, with the year of
latest model for each general class; the avallability, use,
and source of electric current; whether the farm has a tele-
phone; kind of road adjoining the farm; inventory or goats;
mohalr production; goats milked; farm alaughter, ‘purchases,
and sales of various classes of llvestock; the individual an-
nual legumes; clover and grass seeds; miscellaneous field crops;
farm gardens; vegetables harvested for sale; horticultural
speclaltles; small fruits; and tree fruits, nuts, and grapes.

The same general plan of presentation 1s rollowed for all
States, except that supplemental county table II with data by
color and tenure of operator, is carried for the Southern
States only, and county table XV is shown for only 19 States.
This latter table carries the acreages and average yields of
some of the principal crops which were harvested from irrigated
land with comparative data for nonirrigated land.. The 19
States for which county table XV 1a shown are: Arizona, Arkan-
sag, California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Loulsiamna, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon,
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming,

In a third serles of bulletins to comprise volume II, county
data are presented for amount of income received from sales of
variougs livestock and livestock products, fleld crops, vege-
tables, frults and nuts, horticultural specialties, and forest
products, together with the value of farm products used by
farm houssholds. These date are also given by 1ncome groups
and by the major source of income. In addition,data are shown
for the wvalue of livestock on farms, the value of livestock
products, and ths value of all crops harvested. These latter
valuss, in.general, are based on inventory or production mul-
tiplied by county unit prices.

In these three series of State reports, summary tables,
conteining totals for the States only, are presented and are
followed by tables in which county data, as well as totals for
the States, are shown, For those items appearing in the State
tables, all available comparative data ars prasented for each
census beginning with 1910, In the county tables, in addition’
to the data from the Census of 1940, comparative flgures are
presented for some of the items from both the Census of 1936
and the Census of 1930 and in other cases for elther or neither
of these years depending, in part, upon whether the information
was avallable. Information for inquiries carried in former
cengug years, but not included in the questionnaire for 1940
is omitted from all the tables. .

In some cases the summary tables for the States show more
information than 1s carried in the countv tables, In other
cages, especlally whers information is avallabls for 1940 only,
more information 18 carried in the county tables than in the
State summary tables. The reader lg cautioned to observe both
the State and county tables in order to obtain all the infor-
mation which is contained in these volumes.

A general report, volume III, will carry United States and
gtate totals for various subjects or items, This latter pub-
comparative data, when available,
for all earlier census years, .
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Comparability of data.— The 1940 Census of Agriculture,
in accordance with the 1law, was taken as of April 1, 1940,
consequently, all inventory 1items relate to that date. Crop
and livestock production, with the exception of citrus frults,

_is for the calendar year 1939. Productlon of citrug frults in
Arizona and California was reported for the bloom of 1938,
while in all other citrus-producing areas 1t was given for the
bloom of 1929. For other years the inventory items relate to
the date of the census and the production ltems to the preced-
ing calendar year. Since the date of the census has varied,
affecting the comparability of the data for some 1tems more
than for others, the date of the enumeration or the year of
production is usually 1indicated in the tables. The user of
the statistics must be on guard when comparing the figures for
one year with those for another.

The difference in the +time of the year when the enumera-
tion was made does not, alone, account for all of the changes
which have occurred from one census year to another. Various
factors, some conflicting In thelr tendsncies, have been at
work. For example, the advance of mechanized farming tends to
put larger acreages under the control of an operatar; the util-
izatlon of the acreage has been arfected by commodity prices,
by weather conditions, and by government programs; and indus-
trial employment has had 1ts effect upon migration from Tarms
to cltles or from citles to farms. Speclal studies of the re-
turns and comparisons with previous censuses are contemplated.
These studies should assist in evaluating the data and explain-
ing the changes which have occurrsd.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Only those items which nsed clarification, or for which ex~
planatory remarks are deemed necessary as to thelr comparabll-
1ty are discussed,

A farm.—— The schedule form for 1940 was entitled "Farm
and Ranch - Schedule." This title was followed by a subtitle
"Including Speelal Agriculturel Operations." The following
definition appeared on each schedule:

A farm, for Gensus purposes, is all the land on which some agri-
cultural operations are performed by one person, either by hia own
labor alene or with the assistenoce of members of his household, ox
hired employees. The land operated by & partnership is likewiss con-
sidered a farm, A "farn" may consist of a single tract of land, ox a
number of separate tracts, and the several tracta may be hald under
different tenures, as when one tract is owned by the farmer and an-
other tract is rented by him. When a landowner has one or more ten~
ants,  renters, oroppers, or managers, the land operated by -each is
considered a farm. Thus, on a plantation the land operated by each
eropper, renter, or tenant should be reported as a separate farm, &and
the land operated by the owner or manager by means of wage hands

. should likewlee be reported as a separate farm.

Include dry-lot or barn dalries, nurseries, greenhouses, hatch~
eries, fur Ffarms, mushroom cellars, apiaries, cranberry bogs, eto.

Exclude ™flah farms," fish hatcheries, "oyater farms," and "frog
Torms "

. Do not report 2a a ferm any tramot of land of less than 3 acreas,
unless ita agricultural produots in 1938 were valued at $250 or more.

In the enumerators'
given:

handbock the following instruction was

The definitlon of a farm found on the face of the schedule must
ba varefully studisd by the enumerator. Note that for tracts of land
of 3 moras or mors the $250 limitation for value of agricultursl prod-
ucts’ dves not apply. - Such tracts, however, must have had some agri~
oultwral operations performed in 1939, or oontemplated in 1940. A
sohedule muat be prepared for each farm, ranch, or other establish-
mant whloh meets the requirementsa set up in the definition. A sched-
wls must be £illed out for all tracts of land on which some sgricul-
tYural operations were performed in 1939, or are contemplated in 1940,
which might possibly meet the minimum requirsments of & “Ffarm."
in doubt, always make out & schedule.

Farming, or agrioultural operatlions, consists of <the production
of crops or plants, vinea, and trees (excluding forestry operations)
or of the keeping, grazing, or feeding of livestook for animal prod-
weta (including serums), animal increase, or value enhancement, Live-
stock, &g here wused, includes poultry of all kinds, Tabblts, bees,
and fur-bearing animals in oaptivity, in addition = to mules, asses,
burros, horses, cattls, sheep, goats, and hogs. Frequently, certain
operatipns are not generally recognized as Tarming. This is sspecially

true wheré no crops are grown or where the establishments are not
commonly oonsidered as farms,

When
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A partial 1ist of types of specialized agriculture and of
operations not generally recognized as farming but for which
tarm and ranch schedules were required was provided. This
11st included such operations as aplaries (bee farms), feed
lots, greenhouses, hatcheries, mushroom cellars, etc.

Farm operator.-—A "farm opsrator,” according to the Cen-
sus definitlion, 1s a person who operates a farm, elther per-
forming the labor himsell or directly supervising it. For all
practical purposes, the number of farm operators is identlcal
with the number of farms.

Color of operator.—Farm operators are classified as "white"
and "nonwhite." White Includes Mexicans and nonwhite includes
Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite
classes.

Race of operator.— Statistics by race ol operator are given
in one of the State tables but no data of thls kind are pre-
sented in any of the county tables. Separate flgures are glven
for the nonwhite races only.

Tenure of oparator.—Farm operators are also classified
according to the tenure under which they dperate their farms.
In State tables 1 and 2 comparative flgures are given for full
owners, part owners, managers, and "all tenants" for the North-
ern and Western States, wherseas oné subclass of tenants, viz.,
croppers, 18 added for the Southern States, In county table II
data are presented for additional subclasses of tenants. These
are cash tenants, share-cash tenants, share tenants including
croppers, and other tenants for all States and, in a supple-—
mental table to county table II, for the Southern States only,
some data are carriled separately for croppers. In the supple-
mentel table to county table IT, which, as just indicated, 1s
a part of tha reports for the Southern States only, informa-
tion 18 presented by color and tenurs, 1. e., a tenure break-
down 1s shown for each of the two color classifications.

Full owners own all the land they operate.

Part cwners own a part and rent from others the rest of
the land they operate.

ansgers operate farms for others and recelve wages or
salariea for thelr services, Persons acting merely as cars-—
takers or hired as laborers are not classified as managers.

Tenantg operate hired or rented land only. Cash tenants
pay a cash rental, such as $4.80 per acre for the cropland or
$500 for the wuge of the whole farm. Share-cash tenants pay &
part of their rental in cash and part as a share of crops or
livestock production, Share tenants pay a share only of either
the crops or liveatock pr‘-oductlon or both. Croppers have been
defined ags share tenants, to whom their landlords furnish all
of the work anlmals or tractor powsr in lieu of work animals.
Other tenants include those whose rental agreemsnt was unspec-—
iried and those who did not fall definitely into one of the
other subclasses.

Farms reporting.--—The term "farms reporting," as used
in the tables, indicates the number of farms for which the
specified items shown In the particular table were reported.
It there were 1,922 farms in a county and only 1,465 of these
had chickens on hand over 4 months old, April 1, 1940, and the
emmeration of that item were complete, the number of farms
reporting chlockens for that year would be 1,46B.

Land area.-——The approximate land areas given for the States
and for the counties resulted from a complete remeasursment of
the United States, its individual States, and thelir counties
and, consequently, may be at variance with those published In
earlier Census Reports even though the county boundaries may
not have changed, The measurements involved geodstlic values
and planimeter readings, and the latest and most authentic
maps to be secursd from public and private sources were used.

Land in farms.-—The acreage deslgnated as "all land in
tarms" includes considerable areas of land not actually under
cultivation and some land not even used for pasture or grazing,
but a1l such land must have been under the control of the
operator and considered & part of his farm. However, large
areas of timberland or other nonagricultural land held by an
operator of a <farm as a geparate business, and not used for
pasture or grazing, or for any other farm purpose, were to be
excluded, Land neither owned nor lsased but from which crops,
ineluding wild hay, were harvested was to be reported as part
of the farm. When cattle, sheep, or other 1livestock were
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grazed or pastured on land neither owned nor leased by the
operator, such land was no? to be included as a part of the
farm.

In 1940, data were sgecured for six classes of land baged
on the use made of the land in 1939, as follows:

L. Cropland harvested.-~The land from which cultivated orops were
haxrvested; land from which hay (inoluding wild hay) was out; and land
in small fruits, orchards, vineyards, nurseries, and greenhouses,
Where two or more crops waras harveated in 1939 from the same acresage,
suoh acreage was inoluded only onoce 1in the aoreage for oropland har-
veated, Howaver, the mcreage and the quantity of each individual
orop were reported geparately as orops harvested, Thus, in some coun-
tles the total of the acreage of orops may greatly exocesd the acresge
designated as oropland harvested,

2. Orop failure,—The land from whioh no oxop was harvested in
1939 because of destruction by wind, hail, drought, floods, inseots,
diseass, or from any caugs, ox fallure to harvest because of low
Pricea oxr lack of labor. If a orop was harvested, sven though the
yield was very low, the land from which the orop was actually har-
vested was included in the acreage for c¢ropland harvested, not oxop
failure. The moreage designated as orop fallure does not represent
the entire acreage of orops whioh falled, bubt only that aoreage of
land in crops that failed and whioh was not successfully replanted to
a8 orop that was harveated in 1939,

%. Oropland lying idle or in summer fallow.-—Cropland which was
lying idle or which wag in cultivated summer fallow; or land on which
erops were planted for soil improvement or the prevention of erosion,
and whioh waa not pastured, or from which no orop of any kind was
harveated in 1939,

4. Plowable pasture.=-Land used only for pasture in 1939 whioh
ocould have baan used for crops without additional elearing, draining,
or irrigating., (Land from which a orop was barvested 4in 1939 but
whioh was later waed for pasture was included undexr oropland harveated
¥ather than under pastura land,)

5. Woodland,~-All farm wood lots or timber +txaets, natural or
planted, end sut~over land with young growth, whioch has or will have
value as wood or timber. Chaparral and woody shrubs were to be omitted.

6. ALL other land in farms.--This clasaification includes pasture
land other than plowable and woodland pasture, all wasteland, house
yards, barnysrds, feed lots, lanas, Yoads, eio.

In the last three preceding censuses information for eight
classes of land according to use had been secured. The data
obtained in 1940 for "woodland,” as noted, were obtained as
one total, whereas in the three previous census years these
had been divided into "woodland pasturs" and "woodland not
used for pasture." Also, for the same years separate fipgures
had been secured for pasture, other than plowable and woodland
pasture with a "catch-all" question for rough, swampy, or
wagte lands not in woodland, pasture, or crops, and land ocou-
pled by bulldings, barnyards, feed lots, roads, fences ditches,
ete. In the 1940 Census & combined flgure was secured for
these two classes as described under "8" above.

County table I presents flgures for "Irrigated cropland
harvested" and "Irrigated pasture." The acreage figures re-
ported for irrigated cropland harvested are Iincluded in the
acreage for "total cropland harvested." The acreage reported
tor irrigated pasture 18 usually a part of the plowable pas-
ture though it may be part of the ares shown for "all other
land {n farms" or even in "woodland,"

Land In an individua) farm occasionally 1lles in two or
more counties. In such cases the entire farm was to be enu-
merated in the district in which the farmstead was located.
As a result of this procedurs, the acreage shown for "all land
in farme" in some counties may be greater, and in other coun-
ties smaller, than the area actually in farms, Reference to
crossline acreage 18 made in the tables only when the area
shown for the farms of & county is in excess of the county
area,

Farms and farm acreage classified by aize of farm.,—
The revised grouping of farms and farm land by size (total
acreage in the farm) as used in the Consus of 1835 was repeated
for 1940, The new classification was made with tho expeota-
tion that the mode of more of the groups, especlally in "sur-
vey" territory, would tend to fall more nearly at the midpoint
of the group interval, The olassification 18 80 presented
that comparisons are possible between the different years.

Heretofore, the "under 3 acres" group has included a count
of farms for livestock operators who nelther owmed nor leased
any land but grazed thelr animals on open or public range. In
this report, the number of such farms still appears with the
"under 3 acres” group, but in county table III separate fig-
ures are presented for such farms for those Jtates where this
condition was found to axist,

IX

Farm values.~ The enumerators were instructed to obtain
from edch farm operator the total value of the farm (land and
buildings). This total value was to be reported in accordance
with the market'value. In deriving the average value per farm,
1t has always been assumed that the total value should be di-
vided by the total number of farms, This hag besen done for
all years even though in 1940 operations with no land owned or
leased were tabulated as having "0 acres and "O" value. For
part~owner operators, for the first time, the valus of the
owned portlon of the farm was requested., These data appear in
county table II.

When the Agricultural Appropriation Bill for 1941 was un-
der consideration by Congress, a request was made that the
Census Reports include the average value of farms of 30 acres
and over. This information was needed in commectlion with the
Farm Tenant Land Purchase Program. Consequently, such data
are prasented in county table I,

The operator was also asked to give the value of all farm
buildings on the farm. These values were necessarily the
nearest approximation the farm operator could give, and the
figures obtained are probably somewhat less satisfactory than
the figures for the total real-estate value; in other words,
the wvalue of the bulldings should not be subtracted frem the
total value of the farm and the difference assumed to repre-
sent acourately the market value of the land alone.

Finally, the operator was asked to place a value on the
farm implements and machinery used in operating the trarm, This
wag to rdpresent the present market value and was to include
not only the farm implements but also the tools; automobiles;
tractors; motortrucks; trallers; wagons; harnesses; dairy equip~
ment; cotton ging; threshing machines; combines; apparatus for
making clder, grape Juice, and sirup, and for drying fruits;
and all other farm machinery. However, the values of commer-

-clal mllls and factories, also permanently inastalled irrigation

and drainage equipment, were mentioned specifically to be
omitted,

Farm mortgage debt.— The farm mortgage inquiries on the
1940 Farm and Ranch Scheduls, as heretofore, were to be answered
by operating owners only. Tenants and managers, in many ceses,
would not know whether the farms they were operating were
mortgaged and would be sven lass likely to know the amount of
the mortgage and the contract rate of interest, The inquiries
for the lataest census read as follows:

It you own all or part of this farm--
Was there any mortgage debt on the land and build-
ings so owned on April 1, 1940f~scwcemmummnanaan
Total amount of outatanding mortgage debt on such (Yan ot Fo]

land and buildinggesemmeramenmane B - ?____,,___._’_
What waa the nnnﬁal rate (oontract rate) of in- (Oult conts
torest on the first mortgage dabt? (Report frac-
tiona)~emurrnenmn i s N ————— ~TFeramt)—

In many cases nobt all the land and bulldings of & mort-
gaged farm are covered by mortgage. The above Inquiries were
not intended to ascertain the actual acreage under mortgage.

The mortgage information given herein for part owners (op-
erating owners who rented some land Sfrom others} relates only
to the portion of the rarm owned by them, fon as with tenants,
no attempt was made to secure the rfacts as to debt on the
rented land. In the Census of 1940 & separates value of the
owned portion of the farm for these owner-tenant operatlions
was 8esoured for the first time. This separats value has made
possible computations for the owner's equlty as well as for
his encumbrance.

Owner-operators who rent land t¢o others often think of
thelr entire holdings as one farm, especlally 1f the tracts
are contiguous, thus having in mind something different Irom
the Census definition of a farm, For such operators, the
mortgage may cover the whola or any part of the land owned and,
1f an enumerator did not make it oclear that the mortgage in~
tormation was to relate only to that portion which the owner
himsel! was operating, the respondent might have included in
his answers date for the land rented fo othars. A blanket mort-
gage, covering both the land the owner was oparating and land
rented out, could not always be easily apportioned to the
respective tracts. Therefore, in the tabulation of the re-
sults from the mortgage Iinquirles, considerstion was given to
another inquiry on the schedule which ascertalned whether the
owner owned any land in addition to that which he was operat-
ing. This type of inquiry was first carried in 1930,
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In county table VIIT figures are given for an ltem labeled
"pverage of the rates of interest." These figures should be
uged with caution, as they represent an addition of the rates
reported; divided by the number of reports. They do net repre-
sent wsighted averages. For example, 1If interest rates were
reported, as 5 percent on $20,000, 5-1/2 percent on $10,000,
5-1/2 percent on $8,000, and 8 percent on $2,000, the average
of these rates would be obtained by dividing their sum (24)
by the number of reports (4). The result would be 8 percent,
wherees, 1f extenslons were made and a weighted rate secured,
the average Intersst rate would be 5-3/8 percent,

As noted in the questions above, the annual interest rate
ghould represent the contract rate on the first mortgage debt.
Instructions were glven to the enumerator that the rate should
be the one specified in the first mortgage even though a lower
rate was temporarily in effect, as was true of many of the
Federal land Bank loans. A tabulation of farm morigage in-
debtedness by interest rates has been mads and will be pre-
sented by geographic divisions and States in chapter IV of
volume III, ' This tabulation will afford some opportunity to
judge the frequency of reports of temporary rates instead of
contract rates.

Farm taxes.--The two tax questions on the 1940 Farm and
Ranch Schedule read as follows:

If you omn all or part of this farm--
Give amount of taxes levied in 1939 on the REAL
ESTATE of this farm  owned by you on April 1,
1940 (include bdbuildings and other improve-
ments, but do not inolude taxss levied by
arainage or irrigation distrigts)---—we-=e--- —&..t.________,
ive amount of taxes levied in 1939 on PERSONAL (Ouit cents)
property owned by you on this farm (include
livestook, machinery, ete,, but do not include

automobile taxes, Tees, or licenses—--—~--«---
{Omlt cents)

As with farm mortgages, the tax inquiries were restricted to
owner-operators, both full owners and part owmers. TaXes on
farm land rented to others wera to be excluded. Here, agaln,
the tabuwlations were made in such manner that reports for oper-
ators who stated they did not own additional land wera grouped
together. -

In many cases answarse were supplied for the rirst question
and none appeared for' the second. In such instances, it may
be that the operator did not pay any personal-property tax of
the types specifled or that the operator reported the total
amount of his tax b1l in the first question and could not or
did not make a separate report for his personal taxes.

Cash-rented land.—In addition to cash tenants, another
group of farm operators, namely, part owners, may be renting
land for cash, A presentation is made ssparately 1n State
table 7 of the data reported for cash tenants and for pars
owners whose rented land was operated on a cash bagis. In
this table - the information pertalns, in most part, to those
operators who reported the amount of cash rent paid. The
acreage of the farms, the value of the farms {land and build-
ings), the value of the buildings, and the amount of cash rent
paid are glven so that derived figures arp avallable for the
amount of rent per acre and the amount of rent per $100 of
value. )

Work off farm,--Many operators of farms obtaln additional
income from personal services performed off their farms. In
some cases the operator supplements his farm income with oc‘ld
or spare time jobs; in many other cases his farming activities
are only secondary, his off-farm Job being his principal source
of Inecome. The inquiry carried on the 1940 Farm and Ranch
Schedule ascertained the number of days the - operator worked
off his farm for pay or Iincome and, of these days, the number
gpent (¢) on another farm (or farms) where he was employed by
gomeone else and (b) at jobs or businesses not connected with
any farm, Instructions were given to the enumerators that
this question was intended to secure a record of all time
spent off ‘the farm In 1939 for pay, inecaqms, or profit., Work
of the operator in connection with a f11ling station, garags,
tourlst camp, or other nonfarm business ' conducted at the farm
was consldered as work off the farm and should have been re—
ported under section "bd" of the question. An operator who, on
the census date, was running a different farm from the one he
operated 1in 1939 was nmot supposed to raport the time spent on
the former ag work off his farm. This 1s indicated by the
wording of the main part of the lnquiry, whick read:

How many days in 1939 did you work fox pay

hd r ou operated?---- Days,
or inoome off the farm y ] By (5T o Gyeweite "Wons®)

An effort was made to get a positive report as to off-farm
work from every operator. II there were no off-farm work, an
angwer of "None" was to be supplied. However, the enumerator
conld not always supply an answer to thls question,

Age of operator,-—Farm operators have been c¢lassified
by age for several censuses and the absolute figures for six
age groups are shown, by tenure of operator, in State table 10.
Averages are also given in this table by tenure for both white
and nonwhite operators for 1840, the only year for which aver-
ages are avallable. Age data in county tabls IX are restricted
to the average age for operators classified by color and for
opsrators classified by tenure, disregarding coloer, '

Year of occupancy.——The question on the 1940 Farm and
Ranch Schedule, "Year when you began to operats THIS farm---—-~-
(Year)," retlects, 1in part, the stability or 1instability of
operators on & particular farm. No account was taken as to
whether the operator had sver had previcus farm experience;
for sexample, if an operator -“began operating nis farm in 1940,
it may have been the first time he was ever gainfully employed
and not that he was unstable in his term of occupancy and had
Just moved from another farm. In making comparison between
the tenure classes as to the length of time the operators had
been on their farms, 1t 1s well to consider the average age of
the operators In the identical tenure classes.

In both 1940 and 1935, only the year in which the operator
began to operate his farm was secured. Since the Census of
1940 was taken as of Aprll 1 and that of 1935 as of January 1,
it i1s impossible to classify the data so as to make exact com-
parison between the two years. This lack of complete compara-—
bility also prevails -in regard to the data obtained in 1940
with those obtalned in 1930 and earlier years when the month,
as well as the year, of the initlal operation was secured and
used in tabulating the reports. Hence, Iin State table 10 the
year of occupancy 18 given for the 1940 Census, while for
earller census years the data have been translated into the
number of years the operators had been operating their farms.

In State table 10 averages are presented for operators,
classified by color and tenure, and in county tabls IX averages
are pregented for operators, classified by color, and a second
group of averages for operators, classified by tenure. These
averages were obtained by making a summation of all years re-
ported for a given class and dividing the total by the total
number of operators reporting for that class. The resulting
quotient was shown as a whole number; for sxample, when the
average came to something in excess of 1928 but not as much as
1929, the average year 1s shown in the tables as 1928.

Residence of farm operator,— Information was seoured
in 1940 a8 to whether the operator of the farm resided on the
farm he was operating. The question read "Do you reside on
this farm? (Yes or No)." The information obtained
a8 a result of this inquiry, since 1t is available for the one
year only, is carried in county table IX only and does not ap-
pear in any State table. ’

Cooperative marketing.—Since a clear-cut distinction
is not eaglly made as to what types of transactlons constitute
cooperative selling and purchasing, and since inquiries carried
in former censuses as to dollar volume of business were not
fully satisfactory, the inquiries in 1940 were designed to get
only posltive or negative answers as to whether auch transsc-
tions were made by the farm operator in the previous calendar
year. Three questions were dealgned, one relating to coopera-
tive selling, the second to cooperative buying, and the third
to business done through a cooperative gservice organization,
Instruotions were given to the emumerators that service cooper-
atives included mutual fire insurance companies, mutual tele-
phone companies, cooperative truck routes, spray rings, rural
electrirication associations, ete.

Farm labor.—Many and insistent demands produced. the
labor inquiry which comprised a part of the agricultural sched-
ule for 1940, Several types of informatlon were desired.
Some persons wished to secure data which would show the vary-
ing supply and demand for labor at various seasons:of the year,
Others wlshed to obtain similar information by the type of
labor hired, that is, whether hired or available for hire by
the month, day, or on a piece work or  contract basis. The
amount pald for varlous classes of labor was also wanted.
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After many conferences by representativea of interested agen-
cies and private Individuals, the following question, somewhat
complex in nature, was formulated:

X~FARM LABOR

87, Number of workers 14 years old and over and wages paid for farm
:wi'ork on gxia farm (do not include housework or contract consirue-
on work):

Number of persous 14 years old
and over working the equiv-

2 Total canh id
CLABS OF LABOR Slont of 2 or mars days the for o hirod Jabir In
Mar, 24-30, " Bept, 24-30,
thia year Inat year
Number Number Dollars

oy Operator and unpaid
( l:)l?embex‘a of hia iaxx)nily

() Labor hired by month

XXXXXXX

Omit conts,
(¢} Labor hired by day or ¢ )
week.
(dy Others (include plece (Omit cents)
work and contract
1abor)
(Omib conts)

It is to be noted that adequate corrections for labor data,
especlally for type and numbers, cannot be mads whers reports
were improperly recorded or where no reports were glven.

In presenting the data, the cash expenditurss for labor
have been listed along with other farm expenditurss and not in
the section relating to the numbers esmployed. It should bs
noted that the expenditures for farm labor represent the amounts
paid in cash, For certain types of labor, cash payments are
often supplemented with the furnishing of board, housing, feed
and pasturage for animals, or products of the farm for the use
of the laborer's family.

Farm expenditures.——As noted in the foregoing under
farm labor, the inguiry Ior that ILtem specilfied expenditures
in ecash, For all other expenditures, 1t was pointed out in
the instructions to enumerators that cash pald out and other
obligations incurred during 1939 for all specified goods and
services uged on the farm should be included, In the case of
a tenant-operated farm, contributions made by the landlord, as
well as those made by the tenant operator, were to be included,
Another Instruction stated that a farm operator who rented
land %o others should report only the expenditurea for the
part he operated,

The inquiry for the amount oxpended for farm implements
and machinery speciried the incluslon of expenditures for auto-
moblles, tractors, and motortrucks, while that for expendi-
tures for building materials specifled the inclusion of lumber,
roofing materials, hardware, cement, palnt, fencing material,
etc,, for use on the rarm.

Farm machinery and facilities.—1In 1940, an inventory
record was made Tfor the number of automobiles, motortrucks,
and tractors on each farm. The suumerator was cautloned to
include automobiles owned by hired help living on the farm,
Any tractors which were home-mads were Lo be llgted under the
inquiry relating to that item. For each of these three general
classes of equipment, the year of latest model on the farm was
to be recorded., The number of farms reporting sach model is
presented by tenure of operator and by Indlvidual year of modal
beginning with the most recent modal and extending to those
approximately 10 years of age. For all older models the num-
ber of farms reporting is shown in one group. Such data are
presented in 8tate table 11. In county table X the year of
latest model is glven for two S-year groups and for a third
group in which all older models fall.

The averages given for the year of latest wmodel wera ob-
tained by adding the years reported for the individual models
and dividing that sum by the total number of farms reporting.
The resulting quotient 18 shown as a whole number; for example,
a quotient of 1934 (with or without a declmal) 1s given in the
tables as 1934. The average age of any of the types of equip-
ment on the farm might be a little older than indicated by the
average for the year of latest model, as shown in the tables,
since in some cases there would be cars, trucks, or tractors,
of an earlier model on the farm,

XI

An Inquiry was carried on the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule
ag to whether there was an elsctric distribution 1line within
one-quarter mile of the farm dwelling. This distance was
recommanded by engineers as defining the probable rangs of
potential users of electric current. Of the dwellings that
were already lighted by electricity, the source of current was
agcertalined, that is, whether Ifrom a power line or from a home
plant, Of those 1lighted by a home plant a presentation is
made of the number within cne-quarter mile of an electric dis-
tribution lina, '

The enumerator was requlred to indicate each kind of road
on which a farm wag located. Many farms have frontage on more
than one type of road, TFor such farms, the tabulations were
made 8o that the higher or superior class of road was shown in
one group and the secondary type of road in another group.
Such a distinctlion is made in State table 1l. In county table
X the farms are classified according to the highest type of
road recorded for them. ’

Livestock and livestock products.-—For comwenlence, the
term "livestock" in the Census Reports is made to include not
only domestic animalse such as horses, mules, cattls, swine sheep,
and goats, but also fur-bearing animals (kept in captivity),
poultry, and bees., It follows, then, that the term "livestock
products" should include produstion from the above classes.

In making comparisons between the various census years for
any particular class of llvestock shown in the accompanying
tables, several points should be kept in mind, two of which
are:

(1) 1t is characteristic for some classes Of livestock to
change in numbers between years through rather definite cycles,
1. e., from a low point to a high point and back agaln over a
period of years, These cycles often follow price relation-
shipa, A census taken every filve years might fall at dif-
ferent points of the cycle and thus Interfere with the deter-
mination of long-time trends, Cyclical changes have an effect
on the volume of production.

(2) A variation in the months of enumeration serlously af-
fects the comparabllity of the statistics for most kinds of
1livestock, agaln making 1t difficult to determine the trend in
numbers between census periods, As noted in the livestock
tables, the 1940 and 1930 censuses were taken as of April 1;
the 1985, 1925, and 1920 censuses as of January l; and the
191Q census as of April 15. In the psriod from January 1 to
April 1 (or April 158) rapld changes are taking place 1in the
numbers of each class of livestock due to decreases from farm
slaughter, deaths, and marketings during this three-month pe-
riod and to increases due to births and purchases. The net
effect of these influences cannot be readily appralsed. For
the country as a whole, April 1 is in the mldst of the season
whan colts, calves, lambg, spring plgs, and other livestock
are born. In some parts of the country, a census on that date
would include many young animals; In other parts, it would in-
clude relatively few of such animals; and in still other parts,
varying proportions would be included, For this reason and
because of the necesgity of limiting the number of inquiries,
those respongible for the 1940 census schedule thought it best
that all recently-born animals should be excluded from the
enumeration,

A change of date from Januvary 1 to April 1 may seriously
affect ocomparablility in enumeration of migratory sheep in the
Western 8tates. January 1 will usually find such sheap on the
winter range but April 1 may find them in a different county
or even a different State, en route to or on the spring-fall
range. The instructions to the enumerators were that sheep on
open range be enumerated where the ranch headquarters are lo-
cabed,

The inquiries for 1940 were so worded that, when consider-
ing young animals and poultry, inciuslions were made for horse
and mule colts and calves over 3 months of age, plgs and kids
{goat) over 4 months of age, lambs over 6 months of age, and
poultry over 4 months of age, on the date of the census, Be-
cause of the varying age groups included in the different cen-
sus years, a tabulation appears as a part of this text pres-
entation showing to what age groups the numerical data refer.
The tabulation 1s confined to the material appearing as part
of this volume.
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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940

AGE AND SEX GROUPS ENUMERATED FOR VARIQUS CLASSES OF LIVESTOCK, 1940, WITH APPROXIMATELY COMPARABLE GROUPS, 1910 T0 1935;
AND OWNERSHIP OF BEES, 1910 TO 1940

(8ae State tables 3, 13, and 34, and county tables IV, V, and XI)

ITEN 1840 1935 1830 1025 1920 1910
(April 1) (January 1) (April 1) (January 1) (January 1) {April 16)
Hornes and/or mUles——w-meamm- ~~farsa reporting-- Over 3 mo. old A1l & *
. . B8S, A1 ages, A11 ages. (&) b
Horses and coltg~memwrm—cmvmeweofarma reporting— Over 3 mo. old, A1) spes, ¥ (1 All ages. Al ngeuf )
toltu ““:E:x.“"""""-‘*— g':: gv.:; Otl,ga %ﬁ lg;ﬂ. W gver 3 mo. old:i ALl ages. A1l ages. Over 3—1/% wo. old,
Mules and mule colig~-rwm~=--~wrfarms reporting— Over 3 ma. 'old.‘ Anefg“fr' o to & R old. | tnaer 2 gi o H‘iief;f' ead. All ages, )
sule colt numker-—--«---—~- gv:: 27‘03 °1§A ﬁ%ﬁ ag;s. 24 gvsr gvmo. algé s:i lg;a. Al& agga. 14 Qver 5«1{§)mo, old,
te umbar mo. old, sr 2 yr. old. to mo, old, er 2 yr, old, Under 2 yr. old.
Cattile and calves—vew——weme-e-—ofarns reporting-- Over 3 mo. old. A1l agea, Al ages, {t A1l ages, ALl ages.
Cowa and hodf num‘gnr«-—-—- ————— Qver 3 mo. old. All ages, Over 3 mo. old, ALl ages. All ages. Over 3-1/2 mo, old.
sro: waber Over 27 mo, old. | 2 yr.old and over.| Over 27 mo, old., | 2 yr. old and over. | 2 yr, old and over. :
Kept mainly for milk
produotd op-me———e ~farma reporting-- Over 27 wo. old. (&3] Over 27 mo, 0ld. | 2 yr. old and over. | 2 yr. old and over. | Over 15-1/2 mo. old,
kept for milk.
nher-m—meamemmd Over 27 mo, old. *) Over 27 mo, old, | 2 yr. old and over. | 2 yr, old and over. | 2 yr, old and over
E Jan. 1, kept for milk
(estimatad for 1920
Xopt madnly for beaf Census Reports).
productionmmwe—amnw-farms reporting— Over 27 ma. old. *) Over 27 mo. old. + 2 yr..old and over, )
nunber-—mrenm—m=wd Over 27 mo, old, () Over 27 mo, old. | 2 yr. old and aver.]| 2 yr. old and ovex, *)
Hogs and plgge——mmamie e e farme reporting-- Over 4 mo, old. All ages, AL ages, All mges. All ages, Over 3-1/2 mo, old.
Sows and gilt nupbar-=e——-~-~~4 Over 4 mo. old, A1l ages, Over 3 mo, old. ALl sges, All ages, over 3-1/2 mu: old.
and gilta~mem~e—wmmumm-forms reporting-- !:rroringl\;;;waa: Farrowing between | Farrowlng between ) For breeding pur- [
ec. 1, an Jan, 1 and June I, Jan. 1 and June 1, poses, § mo, old
June 1, 1940, and over.
I F;Mowinglg;gwe:g F:rro;ingdbatwoan Farrowing behreeix For breeding pur- For breeding pur- (&3]
a0, L, A an, 1 and June 1. Jan, 1 and June poses, § mp, old poses, 8 mo, old
June 1, 1940, and over, and over.
mepmegmeegnimar M o, (S B e
v ] . . B, er 6 mo. old. agen. agen, Over 3~1/2 mo, old.
Ewen :Ar;\n reporting— gnr g no. oig. 1y olg and over. : 1 1 yr. old and over, | Over 3-1/2 mo, old.
upbgr—ennmm——- Over 6 mo, old, 1 ¥ old an . . . . . . . - B .
YoATIN oWe-nmr=mcrenfarms toporting=] 1D sor ule. yr.old & d over,{ Over 8 ma old, 1lyr nl((il?nd over.{ 1 yr oldland over, | Over 3 1{%)1::0 old
Other ewen tx"‘::::r;;;—:tz““ g;m ;g. cm'ld. I) 638 no.’old. g) (:) 5
i e orting—| Over 18 mo, old, () ()
Cver 16 mo, old. 5‘) Over 18 ma, ald. (1; *) *)
Qoatn And Kldge——vemmmmmm e ~~farma reporting-- Over 4 mo, old, AlL ages. ALl ages. All ages. ALl ages. All ages.
. numb e n Over 4 mo, old, All ages, All ages, ALl sgea. All ages, ALl ages,
Angora. farms yoporting-- Over 4 mo, old, ) ALl ages, *) 1 yr. old and over, )
reised for fleeces.
e Over 4 mo, old, ) ALl Bges. ()] All ages, raised *
for fleecea.
Othor goRtaermemeammmmnee—efarmn reparting~- Cvar 4 mo. ald. *) *) Q] Other than goats )
i and ¥kids, raised
for fleecea.
nuMbar~—eme———-- Over 4 mo, old, (&) A1l pges. ™) Other than goats *)
, and kdds, relasd
for flesces.
Chiok farms reporting~< Over 4 mo, old, Over 3 mo, old. Over & mo, old. Age not specified. | Age not specified., | Over 3 mo., old.
numbor-==me~ewm— Over 4 mo, old. Over 3 mo, old. Over 3 mo. old. Age ot lYaciﬁ.ed. Age not specified. | Qver 3 mo. old.
Turkeys ﬁt\:;:u ‘TEEEQEM ger : mo. oi:. Qver ;31, mo, 0ld. (;) (x) Age not gpecified, | Over 3 mo, old.
Ducke numhei- " er 4 mo, old, Over xo, old. (1) (1) Age not specified. | Over 3 mo, old.
;\:;:::por ng: gv'ez- 2 :a. oig. E‘g s’-g g"i Age not specified, | Over 3 mo, old.
————— Oy e 0. old, Age not specified. | Over 3 mo, old.
Qeune i::;n reporting-—| gar 2 mo, oiﬁ. (;E 8) S Age not specified. | Over 3 mo, old.
Qr-—mwrmmmme—] Over 4 mo. old. Age not mpecified., | Over 3 mo. old.
Guines farma reporting—- Over 4 mo, old. 1 2 : Age not specified. Over 3 mo. old.
TVUO @ e ~~~ Over 4 mo, o1d. ;) 1 N Age not specified. | Over 3 mo, old.
Pig farms reporting-4 Over 4 mo, old, (1) () {Y) Age not specified. | Over 3 mo, old.
NUBD AL e e mnon et Over 4 mo, old. ( (3) i Age not sgacifiad. Over 3 mo, old,
Que1l faxma reporting--|{ Over 4 mo. old. { ) : () 9]
U D Bt seom e ] . old, 3 * >
Phoasants ;nm:x:nporti:\e-— g:: 2 ::. :'.Ld. E:; %i; (1% %1; %‘g
L e Over 4 mo. old, { ) ] A :
Hives of boes farms reporting-- Hives omed by ("g Hives owned by o] Hives. & Hives, *
op:rator or by operator.
others,
nUmbexwmmemm——m— Hives owned by *y Hlvas owned by (1) Hives. Hives.
operator or by operator, '
others.
Fur andwals in captivity:
BELVEE £OX= oo farms reporting-- Females over 3 mo, *) (&) (1) *) *
old.
AUMBB L rensmm e Fsl{:lea over 3 mwo, [ ) O] ) ™
eld,
nk Farms reporting-~ Fax;:lllu over 5 mo, (M) (&) ) (%) *)
ald.
T 1T ET—— Females over 3mo, &) ) () (&) *)

1Not avallable.

old.

n theory, a change in the date of the enumeration should

have little
the previous

erfect on the
c¢alendar year,

However,

volume of production reported for
experiencs

indicates

that, when accurate records of production are not kept, dally

production of milk and of egga at the time of the enumeration

does affadt the total volume reported for a year.

that a census

of milk and egg production taken near the peak
of production in April, for the previous year, would tend to

This means

give somewhat higher figures than a census taken In January
which is near the low peint.

In county tebles IV and V, where the data ars given only

census year.

Hogs and pigs.-— In 1940, pigs
had been Dborn since
as a part of the farm inventory.
suses taken in April the inventory had been limited to hogs
and pigs on hand which had been born prior to January 1 of the
The change, so that any pigs under 4 months of
age would Dbe excluded, was made at the request of the United
States Department of Agriculture which divides farrowings into
"spring" and "fall," the former including pigs born from De-

an hand on April 1 which
December 1, 1839, were not to be counted
In some of the previous cen-

cember 1 to the following June 1, and the latter including pigs

for the last 3 censusss, the inventory data for 1935 are given

in italies, since that census was taken as of January 1 while

the 1940 and 1930 enumerations were as of April 1.

born between June 1L and December 1,

Poultry. — To be counted in 1940, all poultry on hand on

the census date had to
1imit, as in the

be over 4 months of age.
case of pige, had dbeen raised.

Thizs age
By excluding
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fowls under 32 months in several of the preceding censuses,
an approach was mgde to securing information for leying flocks,
particularly fror chickens. 9ince many chickens which go to
market as brollers are about 12 weeks of ags {or approximately
3 months), some chiockens intendsd for broilers might be in-
cluded 1in the enumerations and some might be execluded. By
changing the minimum age to 4 months it was hoped that chickens
on hand on the census date which were to bs marketed as broil-
ers would be excluded from the enumeration in 1940,

Separate inquiries were carried on the 1940 Farm and Ranch
Schedule for chickens, turkeys, and ducks. Another inquiry
was provided for other classes of poultry. The names of these
other classes of poultry were to be given along with the num-
bers on hand over 4 months old on April 1, 1940, and the num-
bers raised in 1939, County data for chickens, turkeys, ducks,
geese, and guineas are presented in county table V., State
table 14 presents totals for farms reporting, numbers on hand,
and numbers ralsed, for pigeons, pheasants, and quall, In
many cases the names of the other classes of poultry were not
given. The factual data for such reports are included under
a heading "Unspecified and other,"

Bees and honey.-—- Beekeeping has been considered as an
agricultural operation, At the request of those interested in
aplculture, the form of the inquiry was changed in 1940 so
that two questions wers carried in regerd to the number of
hives of bees. The rirst related to hives on a farm on April
1 which were owned by someone other than the farm operator and
the second related to hives owned by the farm operator whether
kept on his farm or on nonfarm land such as deserts, hills,
swamps, etc. Data for sach of these two groups are presented
in county table V, at the beginning of which totals for the
State are carried.
beee for each of these groups are added, the total may differ
gsomewhat from the number of farms reporting hives of bees shown
in State table 3 since the rigures shown In Stats table 3 for
this item represent the number of farms having bees regardless
of whether owned by the operator or by others but Xept on
farms,

The schedule inquiry in 1940 regarding honey production
wag addressed to the farm operator and read as follows: "Honey
produced by your bees in 19%9¢ . ., . pounds . . ., ," In order
to got a report on substantial amounts of honey production for
bee owners whose bees wers on another farm, the followlng in-
struction was given to the enumerators:

If on this farm thers are bses omed by & person other than the
operator, r t only 1ist on the achedule for this farm the number of
hives but a'so inquire as to whether the owner of such oolonies has
othexr beas., If he has as many aa 30 hives altogether, on this farm
and olsewhere, you showld visit him, if in youwr district, and deter-
mine whether a acheduls should be obtained. If such 18 +the oase,
prepars a farm schedule, inoluding thareon the total quantity of honey
produced by all his bees , . . . If suoh ownexr is not in your dis-
trioct, send to your supervisor the name and addresa of the ownexr of
the beea and any information pertaining to hias operations whioh might
be helpful in the enumeration, such as number of hives of bees on
this farm, a8 statement whether he has other bees and where looated,
eto., in ordar that a Farm and Renoh Soheduls mey be obtained from him,

Goats and mohair.-— The Inventory of goats and kids for
April 1, 19040, related to those animals over 4 months old on
that date. Separate data were secured for Angora and for
"Other" goats and, for the first time, an inquiry was included
relating to the number of goats milked, The quantity of mo-
halr and kid hair clipped in 1939 was also reportsd.

Farm slaughter and purchases and sales of livestock.—
Datas are shown for four separate classes of animals butehered,
namely, cattle (excluding calves), calves, hogs and pigs, and
sheep and lambs. In the county table, figures are also glven
for the number of farms reporting slaughter of any of these
four classes of animals., Another set of figures is given in
the county table only for the number of farms reporting cattls
and/or calves butchered, The 1940 inquiry 1included animals
butchersd in 1939 for use on the particular farm or for sale
from that farm, Animals butchered -off the farm on & cuatom
basis, or otherwime, for use on the farm were to be reported by
the operator of the farm for which the animals were butchered.

For purchases and sales, data are shown, in county table
XI only, for four specific classes of animals, namely, cattls,
excluding calves; calves; hogs and plgs; and sheep and lambs.
Data are alsgso presented therein for the farms raporting the
purchase or sale of ocattle and/or calvas,

If the number of farms reporting hives of
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Fur animals (kept in captivity).——By .dafinition, all
egtablishmente or businesses which kept fur-bdearing animals
for income or profit were classed as farms provided they met
certain minimum requirements. However, informatlion as to the
type of animals kept or pelts taken was secured only for sil-
ver fox and mink, These data are presented in State table 14
only, but not in a county table.

Crops.—The 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule was prepared in
such a manner that every corop grown on tracts of land listed
as farms should have been enumerated. The crop inquiries were
varied in different sectlons of the country so that separate
questions could be carried <for all crops widely grown in sach
major area. If a separate inquiry was not carried for & par-
ticular crop, that crop could be reported under one of several
"catch-all" questions on the schedule. By using a different
achedule for each reglon it was alsc possible to use the unit
of measure that was most prevalent in. an area for reporting
production. S ;

The acresage, or area, given In the tables for the several
crops represents the acreage harvested in 1939 with the follow-
ing exceptionas: The acreage given for land in frult orchards,
vineyards, and planted nut trees represents the land in bear-
ing and nonbearing trees and vines, on the census date; and
the acrsage, or ares, for horticultural speclalties represents
the land in those crops in 1938 and not the land from which a
harvest was made., It should be pointed out that the acreage
harvested 18 often much less than the screage planted; also,
that a crop intended for harvest in ons manner might bs har-
vested in an entirely dirfferent manner; tfor example, soybeana
may have been planted for the beans but may have actually been
hogged off or cut for hay. The following instruction was
given to the enumerators for 1940

If & orop which 41d not justify harvesting in tha uaual manner
was grazed or hogged off, or was out for <forage, it should be con-
sidered as harvested. I1f, in harvesting, any appreciabla part of a
field was skipped, enter only +the aores aotually harvested. Where

the entire £ield was gone over in harvesting, report the entire acreage
as harvested even though the yield was small.

The production for the various crops represents the quan-
tity harvested 1in 1939, with the exception of citrus fruit
production which was to be reported for the crop Lrom the bloom
ol 1938 for Arizona and Californla and from the bloom of 1839
for all other areas in which citrus fruits were grown.

In comparing the statistics for one census year with those
for another, it should be Dborne in mind that the acreage of
crops (or the number of fruit trees or vines) and the number
of farms reporting are, on the whole, a better index of the
general changes or trends in agriculturs than the quantity of
crop production, since variation in quantity may bs due largely
to favorable or unfavorable seasons or to other factors.

Units of measure.,— The unit of measure for reporting
production of some crops has varled from one census year to
the next. As haa Dbeen noted the schedule for 1940 made it
possible to securs the production of certain crops in varying
units for the major geographlc regions, In the earlier cen-
suses, production of a crop was quite generally, though not
universally, reported in a standard unit for all areas with
the result that the quantity harvested was given for some areas
in terms of containers not widely used in those areas,

Types of contalners and their cublec content have varied
over the years with production and marketing practices. This
has been especlally true of units of measurs for vegetables
and frutts. It has been found impossible to obtain the pro-
duction of vegetables in terms of standard containers, hence,
the resort to use of value of sales, which has 1ts limitations,

In the tables, the current production of the several crops
is shown in the unit of measurs carried on the schedule; for
example, production "of apples is shown 1in bushels for all
States except Arizonha and California where 1t Is glven in tons
or fractlions thereof, sinceé the schedule required the produc-
tion of * this crop 1n those Trespestive units, In the State
tables the historical data are given for most of the crops in
the unit carried on the most recent schadule for that area.
This often required that the figures ror earlier years be con-
verted into different units from those reported and published
for those years. Converslons- have been - made by using the
weights in current use.  These welghts, or factors, used in
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meking the conversions will be published 1n the general report,
Yolume IIT, where the data for each crop are brought together
and shown by States in the same table.

For a few crops, the type of container, or welght per unit,
has varied so much from ong census year to another that it has
peen deemed inadvisable to show the production for other years
in terms of the current census year's unit. Peanuts, which
were reported in pounds in 1839 and 1in bushels in earlier
years, arford a good example of the difficulty of converting
production, There has been a consideradble shift in the type
of peanuts grown in the various States owing principally to
market demands and, In part, to farm production practices and
crop programs, The Virginia type of peanut welghs 22 pounds
per bushel; Southeastern Runner type, 28 pounds per bushel;
and the Spanish type, 30 pounds per bushel. Production of
these types has varied widely within many of the States through
the years and no-  reliable data on the production by types
within the States are available,

Corn.~—In State table 4 and county table VI flgures are
presented for the item "sorn for -all purposes.” This item
ineludes corn harvested for grain, for silage, and that hogged
or grazed off, or cut for fodder. It does not, however, in-
clude sweet corn and other corn for roasting ears or for can-
ning, popeorn, "Egyptian corn," . kafir, or milo malize. There
15 no duplication of acreage for the uses shown in the table,
that 1s, the acreage for all uses when totaled will equal that
reported for "corn for all purposes.”

Sorghums .—-In the Census of 1940 sorghums for silage were
reported separately from those which were cut for hay or fod-
der, Separate figures for these appear in county table VI but
not in ‘State table 4. Under the item "harvested for grain"
the enumerator was ilnstructed to "include the ssed of sweet
sorghume and the sesd from the various hybrids, as well as
from grain sorghums." As in the case of corn, there 18 no
duplication 1in the acres of sorghums harvested for graln and
the acreage cut for sllage, hay, or fodder.

Small grains.~—In the tables, figures are given for small
grains threshed. The term "grain threshed" is broad enocugh to
inelude grains harvested with combines, which are 1n general
use in many areas. Acreages of oats, wheat, barley, and other
small graing which were harvested for hay are shown with the
hey crops and not under "small grains."

‘For the 1tem "mixed grains (other than a flax and wheat

mixture) threshed,” the following instructlon was given to the
enumerators:

Even though the mixture of grains may be separated in the process
of harvesting = or after harvest and the quantities of +he separate
grains determined, report the total of the mixture here and do not
report under the questions for those speeiflc crops the quantities of
the separate kinde included in this mixture.

In addition to an inquiry for "oats threshed" and an in-
quiry for "small grain hay" which included oats cut for hay,
another inquiry was carried in the small graln block of the
schedule worded as follows: "Oats cut for grain when ripe or
nearly.ripes and fed unthreshed (omit oat hay)."

Hay crops.—For the enumerators' guidance as to what hay
crops were to be included under "annual legumes saved for hay"
the following list was made a part of the schedule inquiry:

Cowpeas Vetchas Mungbaans
Peanuts Crotalaria Other beans
Canada peas Soybeans Beggarweed
Avstrian peas Yelvetbeans Lupines
Other peas Horsebeans

This listing was followed by a note concerning byproducts used
for hay or straw which read: "Include peanut vines saved for
hay, but omit 'straw' where beans or peas have been threshed."

Beparate- flgures for sweetclover hay and . lespedeza hay
wore -secured In the 1940 Census for the first time. These
data appear in county tabls VII.

Annual legumes.— The Inguiries for the individual annus)
legumes wers designed to obtain the acreage of each crop grown
alone and the acreage grown with companion crops. - Because of
different planting practices, the Interplanted acreage cannot
be satisfactorily reduced to an equivalent solid acreage to
obtaln & total acreage for any particular legume. That part
of the acreage of the individual annual legumss cut for hay
was to be reported not only under  the separate inquiries for
legumes, but, also, in the hay section of the schedule nnder "an-
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nual legumes cut for hay." The acreage and production of an~
nual legume hay appsars 1n State table 4 and county table VII.

If soybeans, cowpeag, and peanuts were grown extensively
in an area, a separate inquiry was carried for sach on the
regionalized farm schedule. For these three crops the total
acreage harvasted was requested and a subquestion was designed
to ascertain the portion of the acrsage (both grown alone and
grown with other crops) which was harvested for beans only,
for peas only, or for peanuts only. The data for acreage ob-
tained ag a 7result of the subquestions are shown In county
table XII only.

For some of the anmual legumes, such as cowpeas, plcking of
the seed is often incidental to the main use made of the crop.
Soms picking of seed 1s also made from Interplanted acresages.

Dry 1lima beans are produced on an extensive scale in sev—
aral sections of California. This crop was given a separate
inquiry on the regionalized schedule for that State, which
form was also used  in Arizona, Such data are presented ln
State table 15 and county table XII for these two States.

Miscellaneous field crops.-—In the "cateh-all" question
for field crops, some reports have been secured for orops not
grown on an extensive scale, The data for any such crops are
shown in a State table only. Some of the crops which may be
1isted thersin are cassava, chicory, chufas, flax for fiber,
ginseng, golden seal, kudzu, mustard sesd, sugar beet seed,
sunflower seed, wlllows, etc.

Vegetables.— The data for Irish potatoes and sweetpota-
toss are presented in State table 4 and county table VII. In-
formation.is given in State table 16 and county table XIII for
the farms reporting, acreage, and value of the individual veg-
etables harvested for sale (excluding Irish and sweet potatoes).
Data are usually given for more kinds of vegetables 1n State
table 16 than in county table XIII.

The inquiry on the 1940 schedule relating to vegetables
grown for home use was intended to secure the value "of all
vegetables grown in 1839 on a particular farm for consumptlon
by the operator's family and by all other households living on
the farm.

Horticul tural speciaslties.— Special emphasis was given
in the instructions to enumerators that production in mushroom
cellars, nurseries, greenhouseg, and similar establishments
were considered agricultural operations, for which a Farm and
Ranch Schedule should be secured, if minimum requirements of a
farm were met. Three inquiries were mads g part of each re-
glonalized schedule to obtain the area and the amount of sales
of such products.

Small fruits.—The <rfigures given for the iIndividual
small fruits represent the acreage and production for tame, or
cultivated, varieties only, with the exception that wild blue-
berries wers considered a harvested drop if the land was used
primarily for thelir production. The 1940 schedule apecified
that nonbearing acreage was not to be included.

Tree fruits, nuts, and grapes.—On many farms there
are a few fruit or planted nut trees, or grapevines which are
not a part of a well-defined orchard or vineyard, In many such
cases reports wers secured for the number of trees, with or
without production, but no acreage was shown. An acreage was
supplled when there were enough trees or plants, at normal
planting distances, to make two acres. For this reason, the
numbar of farms reporting land in bearing and nonbearing frult
orchards, as shown 1n State table 17 and county table XIV, is
usually smaller than the number of farms reporting tree frults,
nute, or grapes of any kind.

Demand has been made for the number of farms reporting
orchard frults, the number of farms reporting citrus fruits,
and the number of farms reporting nuts. State table 17 and
county table XIV present this type of data. In several re-
glons where fruit production 1is important, a separation was
secured for cherries into sour cherries and sweel cherries; of
peaches into clingstone and freestons; of pears into Bartlett
and other pears; of plums inte plums and prunes; and of grapes
into table, raisin, and wine or julce varletles. Such infor-
mation, when available, 1= carried in State table 17 and county
table XIV.

Maple girup and sugar.—Production of maple sirup and
sugar was carrlied as a separate inquiry only in Reglon 1 which
roughly comprises those States in the northeastern part of the
country. When reported, it will appear in State table 17 and
county table XIV,
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