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INDEX TO OCCUPATIONS

PREFACE

This index is based upon the occupational designations returned
4t the Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Censuses of the United
States. It has been supplemented, however, by additional designa-
tions gleaned from various occupational glossaries and from other
sources. It will be used by the Bureau of the Cénsus in classifying
the occupations returned on the population schedules at the Fifteenth
Census and in classifying the occupations returned on birth and
death certificates. ' - S

The index was prepared by Dr. Alba M. Edwards, expert on occu~
pations, under the general supervision of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell,
chief statistician for population.

THE SYMBOL SCHEME

 Each occupation or ocecupation group in this index is preceded by
s symbol. Every complete symbol has either four figures, or else two
figures followed by the abbreviation “Ind.” The first two figures of
each four-figure symbol represent the occupation and are called the
“occupation symbol”’; the last two figures represent the industry and
are called the “industry symbol.”  Thus, in' the symbol for “Glass
' blower, glass factory’’—‘85 02”—the ‘85" stands for ‘Glass
' blower?® and.the ‘02" for ‘‘glass factory.” ' o B
Many occupations, such as “Carpenter’” and ‘‘Blacksmith,” are
| pursued in several industries, and some, such as “Clerk” and ‘' Stenog-
rapher,’’ are pursued in all industries. For the purposes of the
classification here ‘presented, occupations pursued in & number‘ of
indiistries -are termed ‘‘repeaters.”. Each ‘‘repeater’” occupation
 was assigned a symbol, and this symbol was not used for any oﬂ;er
oceupation, ' : X R
In this index, all the workers in a “‘repeater’ occupation, such as
‘“‘Blacksmith,” are grouped together, notwit}_lstwdlpg the fact th.at
‘they. may be employed in many different industries. It is quite
evident, therefore, that one industry syn'lbol can not r’e:presenb Fhe
industry or place of work of each Worker_ ina “repffater .occupatloy
group. For this reason, the abbreviation *Ind,” for 1fl‘dustry, 1,9;
used’ instead of an industry symbol in the case of each “repeater"
occupation group.. Thus, the congplete symb?’l for .the' r.epeattlalr .
occupation group “Electricians” is “}V Ind. (Thli 51gn%ﬁ19;s 1't': 1::
the occupation symbol for electrician is always '‘1V,"” andft 3at’_t ]
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industry symbol varies according to the_diﬂ’erent mdl_lsbr@s 1_ndwlnch
electricians are cmployed. If employed in a cotton 'fm_ll, the in .'us‘try
symbol is “5V”7; if in:4 steel mill, it i “o47"7; gnd: if in the building
industry, it is “X1.” o q .
Since only four columns of figures on the census punch carc wex.e
available for forming both the occupation apd the 1ndust_ry symbols,
it was impossible to assign all the occupation: s;grlvnb‘ols in_the same,
numerical order in which the occupations come in- the cglas_sxlfﬁc.at‘lon,
as was done in the case of the Fourteenth Census occupation index.
Tor this reason the sorted cards for many of the occupations must be
rearranged before tabulation. IR .
~ ‘When the symbol scheme above described 1§’,used, Qccgpahonal
designations are, in fact, coded both by occupation‘and by industry ;
hence the occupations may be tabulated either by industry ox:wby
occupation, or, if. desired, by both industry and occupation.! ‘ The
classification presented. in this index, however, is an oc}cupafsmnul:

classification only. I o 1
THE CLASSIFICATION'

The classification here presented contsins 217 main occupations and |
occupation groups, 96 of which are subdivided, malking & total of 557
separate occupations and decupation- groups; as- shown on. pages 11
to 25, - This- clagsification conforms rather closely to that followed!
in the detailed tables of the Fourteenth Census report on occuphtions
and published in index form in- 1920. :However, the 224 mpin; oc:cu’~§
pations  and. occupation; groups of that: classification have hetio béen,
reduced t0°217, and the total 572 occupations and occupation. groups:
of that classification have here been reduced to 567. ' The réduotion,
has consisted, -principally, in combining occupations which, it is|
believed, will not be'so returned on: the census schedtles that they can.
be: classified separately with any high degree of accuracy, and in!
combining ogcupations pursuediby relatively smallnumbBers of workm‘szg
On: the other hand, to meke possible a- tabulation: of the occuphtions:
by industry; certain composite: occupation groups sHown' at tllej
Fourteenth Census have been subdivided by industry. As sm'hedi
in the footnotes on: pages:12,.13, and 20, some of these’ subgroups will
be:combined in tabulating, .. . - poe i S
. In this index the occupations and. occupation groups, excepting
clerical occupations, are grouped under thereight'general divisions into

VBy ‘sorting the punched cards by'the occupation part of the 'symbols, all 'the’ eards for each ‘Thspootiv
“‘repeater” occupation will-be brought ZTogether, irrespective of the industriey representsd 1y the mduabry;
symbols punched on the cards. The cards for such of the “repeater occupations ag it Is deslred to show
by-industry—laborérs, fdr exsmplemust bo further softed by 1AQStY, as must, also tho cardd for thoks
ocoupations which,: respectively, are peculiarito a given industry, By sorting the pumclidd: chrds b‘y'%tm%
industry part of the symbols, all the eards for each respective industry will be bronght togother; {rrespoctiv ‘
ol tlis occupstions ropresénted by thé ‘occupations punched ot tho tards. The *Indbstrial’ Ontline of th
Odeupation: Classification,” presented on Ppages 8 to-10, shows the diffirent industiles and industrial grovwps
distinguished in the classification with their respective symbols, )

!
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which the occupational field is divided, each occupation being classi-
fied in that part of the field in which it is most commonly pursued.
For example, blacksmiths, carpenters, electricians, and machinists
have been classified under “Manufacturing and mechanical indus-
tries,” although each of these trades is pursued in almost every indus-
try. -Clerical occupations, which can hardly be said to be more com-~
mon to one general division of occupations than to another, have been
classified apart. Since processes and conditions of work vary from
one occupation to another, and, in the same occupation, from one
industry to another, it is evident that in any combination of elemen-
tary occupations the resultant group will be less specific than were
its component parts. Notwithstanding this fact, combinations of
elementary occupations were made necessary by space and cost
limits, and sometimes by the impossibility of securing the-accurate
return of technically exact designations of specific occupations, through
the house~to-house canvass made by the census enumerators.

The general plan of ‘combination was to group together -all the
worlkers in each separate important occupation without regard to the
different industries in which the occupation is pursued. . But in so
condensed a list it was impractical to make a separate classification
for each separate occupation.” In many cases, therefore, different
occupations wers combined; but the aim was to combine only those
oecupations which were very similar. Those occupations which are
not sufficiently similar to others to be combined with them and which
ire not sufficiently important.to be reported separately, and those
»eeupations which mean little apart from the industiies in which
shey are pursued, were combined under a number of residuary oceupa-
jon groups, such as coal mine operatives, operatives in cotiton mills,
stc. These residuary groups, while not strictly occupational, have a
rreat. deal of occupational significance; for, although each of them
s made up of the workers in numerous occupations, pursued some-
imes in several different industries, these workers together form a
rroup which, in many respects, is occupationally homogeneous.

Thus, so far as practicable, the combination of elementary occups-
ions was along ocoupational rather than industrial lines. :

The index is printed in two forms—classified and alphabetical—
nd a separate volume is devoted to each form. In the classified index
he 25,000 or more occupational designations of which the index is
omposed are arranged in classified form, with each designation under
s proper occupation or occupation group, and with each occupation
r occupation group preceded by its symbol. In the alphabetical
1dex all the occupational designations are arranged alphabetically,
nd each designation is followed by a symbol indicating to which of
1e 557 occupations and occupation groups of the classification it
slongs.
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