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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT(H?COMMERCE AND LABOR,
Bureavu or tHE CENSUS,

Washington, D. C. Ja,mcamj 190’7
Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith Part I of the Report on Manufactures for the census of 1905,
This census covers the year ending December 31, 1904, and was taken in conformity with the requirements of
section 9 of the act of Congress of March 6, 1902. It is the first census of the United States in which the canvass
was confined to establishments conducted under what is known as the factory system, thus excluding the
neighborhood and mechanical industries.

This volume contains a summarization and an analysis of the statlstlcs for the United States, by states, by
industries, and by groups of industries. The statistics for the manufactures in the states and territories are
given in detail in bulletins which were published as rapidly as the work of compiling the data was completed.
These bulletins have been bound in a separate volume, forming Part IT of the Report on Manufactures. At
the same time monographs have been prepared for a number of the principal industries of the country, and
the more important of these also are being published as bulletins and will be bound togethel, and appear
later in permanent form.

The fieldwork for this census, the completion of the statistics, and the preparation of the text have been
done under the supervision of Mr. William M. Steuart, chief statistician for manufactures. The canvass was
~made by the regular employees of the Office with the assistance of a limited number of temporary agents. The
office work was done entirely by the regular employees, and by a much smaller force than was 1equucd at
prior censuses. !

This is the first census of manufactures that has been taken by the permanent Office, and it has demonstl ated
the great saving in time and money that results from having the work done by trained employees.

Very respectfully,

Director.
THon. OscAr S. STRAUS,

Secretary of Commerce and Labor.
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