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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR,
Bureau oF TUE CENSUS,
Washington, D. C., October 14, 1905.
StR: :
I have the honor to transmit herewith a report on the benevolent institutions of the United States, issued in
accordance with the provisions of section 7 of the act of Congress of March 6, 1902,

The inquiry was conducted under the divection of Mr. John Koren, expert special agent, who is responsible
for the method pursued and the analytical treatment of the results.

The report treats of the operation of benevolent institutions, including the movement of institutional
population during 1904 and financial statistics for 1903, with special data relating to the institutions classified asg
orphanages, hospitals, permanent, and temporary homes, and schools and homes for the deat and blind. An
important feature of the analysis-is a comparison of the institutions of each class under public, private, and
ceclesinstical management. The report forms a complete handbook and directory of special usefulness in
organized or individual philanthropy. .

The work of collection and compilation was performed by the regular clerical force of the Bureau, under
the supervision of Mr. William A. King, chief statistician for vital statistics. For the completeness of the list
of institutions and the accuracy of the returns credit is due to Mr. John H. Garber, who had immediate charge
of the force engaged. :

‘ Very respectfully,

Director.
Hon. Vicror H. MzrrcaLr,
Seerctary af Commnerce and Labor,
(5)
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