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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-~
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and ig
confined to. churches.located:in, continental Wnited States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published i
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most-
-cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additionak
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominationa¥
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. ~8ince membership figures-kaverbeens obtained for all of the churehes in.
cluded in the reports for the years 1986 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1806. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local chureh organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership:
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church wag instructed to report the number of its members
acecording to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies: the term. ‘“member’?! is a.pph'ed only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptlzed persons, and in still ether
bodiés it ‘covers all enrolled. persons. -

Separate figures are shown for'membaers "under 13 yea.rs of age” and those 13
years of age and over,” so far as reported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership ‘“18 years of age and over” usually affords a better basis for comparisom
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census.the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include towmships and other political subdivisions (not:
incorporated as:municipalities,, nér¢ofitaining any areas so incorporated) which:
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 ox
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

I




v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term “value of church property’” was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“value of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The ‘“value of church edifices” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on which{hese buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for social
or educational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper geparation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownerghip of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.”” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—7The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports reeeived from most of the ehurches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

: For pastor's sa)ary - . e —ea L R
For all other salaries__ . i iitmmeiiiie cmimmeiaan
For repairs and improvements o v v cve e cove b e
For payments on church debt, excluding mterest--__ ________ .
For all local relief and chantv, Red Cross, et e om oo
For all other current expenses, including interest. .. ___ ______.._._
For home missions_ . . il acaaoee
For foreign missions. . .o ool e
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them. .. e e
Forall other DUTPOBES v v o oo e ecemee e

Total expenditures during year. . oc e meeee

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per chureh are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectlvely, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reportfing,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. - The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by & number of denominations.
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GENERAL STATEMENT *

History.—The position of the Lutheran Church in Americs rests upon a birth-
right. It is not an imm}iﬂgra.nt chureh that needed to be naturalized after it was
transplanted from some Huropean land. It is as old as the American Nation and
much older than the Ameriean Republic. The T,utheran Church in America is an
integral part of American Christianity. The people in the Lutheran churches of
the land are a constituent and typical element of this Nation.

T.utheranism was thoroughly rooted in ‘American soil during colonial times. It
has grown up seide by side with the Nation and developed by similar stages of
progress. The Lutheran Church in America came from Furope, as did all other
churches whose members constitute integral elements in American civilization
today, Lutherans were among the very earliest European settlers on American
ghores. A Lutheran Christmas service.was held on Hudson Bay in 1619 and a
Tutheran congregation was formed on Manhattan Island in 1648. The Lutherans
who came to America with the Dutch colonists of New Amsterdam (now New
York) during the third decade of the seventeenth century were mostly Germans
and Scandinavians. The Swedish Lutherans who settled on the bavks of the
Delaware during the next decade finally lost touch with the church in Sweden and
passed to the control of the Episcopal Church,

The chief source of Lutheran population in the American colonies was immigra-
tion from Germany, The German immigrants came mostly in the eighteenth
century., Some of them (particularly from north Germany) came to the colony
of New York. The exiles from Salzburg settled in QGeorgia. Lutherans from
Wurttemberg landed nt Charleston and settled in South Carolina. But the
main current of German Lutheran immigration during colonial times flowed into
Pennsylvania, so that by the middle of the cighteenth century there were perhaps
60,000 Lutherans in that colony. Throughout colonial times Pennsylvania was
the chicf home of American Lutheranism,

From' the port of Philadelphia Lutheran settlements spread inland across Penn-
sylvania to New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina. Everywhere
these Lutherans shared with other Christians the hardships and triumphs of
‘American life and helped as much as any other group. in moulding American
civilization, Some of them, for example, the Muhlenbergs, were among the
leaders in the Revolutionary War, in the State governments, and in the establish-
tent ‘of fhe Federal Government. L

At first only & very small fraction of these Lutherans were gathered into congre-
gations. ‘The supply of pastors was utterly inadequate to their needs. The first
organization was effected by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, who had been sent out
from the University of Halle in response to appeals from America. Tn 1748 he
gathered some of the pastors and congregations into ‘a ‘synod which is known
today as the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Other gynods followed, in New
York in 1786, in North Cardlina in 1803, in Ohio in 1818, in Maryland and
Virginia in 1820, and in Tennessee in 1820, . i ,

& the territory of the church expanded and ‘the number of synods increased,

‘it was felt that they should be bound into some sort of unity so as to bring about

groater cooperation. This led to the or anization in 1820 of the Geneéral Synod.
he Géneral Synod if reality cut the European apron-strings of the Lutheran

“Chureh in America, because it established a theological seminary, prepared to
train its own native ministry, and planned to carry on the home and foreign
‘missionary work of the church, The. outstanding leader among the Lutherans
"during this period was 8.'S. Schmucker, president of the Gettysburg Seminary.

1 This statement has beein furhished by the Rev. Ralph H. Long, D. D., executive director, National
T.utheran Couneil, who states that the section on history was compiled by the Rev. Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz,
and that the section on church polity, with verids]iéht changes, is that which was prepared for the 1026
Report of Religious Bodies by the late Rev. Dr. M. G. G, Scherer,
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2 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

The organization of a general body gave the Lutherans of America a nation-
wide outlook and interest. Tt gave them a sense of permanent citizenship in the
Republic, [t paralleled the deepest current in the life of the nation at that time.
Just when the American Nation felt sufficiently solid and secure to issue its noli me
{angert in the form of the MonreeRoctrine, the Lutheran Chureh in America
achieved a federal organization intended to maintain its independent existence
among the other church bodies. As Washington and Jefferson, and particularly
Monroe, had broken European bonds and announced to European nations that
our national policy was ““America for Americans,” so the organization of a General
Synod proclaimed to the religious world that the Lutheran Church in this country
had reached its majority and announced the policy of “The Lutheran Church for
Lutherans,” Both were the outgrowth of the same spirit, the rising American
spirit of independence and enterprise.

Then came a period of great numerical increase and territorial expansion, due
in part to fresh tides of immigration from Germany. The westward movement
of American civilization scattered these Lutherans over the entire length and
breadth of the country. Before the middle of the nineteenth century the General
Synod extended far into the Middle West, where it came into touch with vounger
and more conservative Lutheran bodies such as the Missouri, the Jowa, and the
Scandinavian synods.

Tt was in 1839 that the first Lutherans from Germany settled in Missouri. They
came from Saxony and were fleeing from the rationalism that was rampant in the
state church of their homeland at that time. They were imbued with a double
lloortion of the spirit of confassionalism. Their fiery 2eal for the whole body of

sutheran doetrine was made even more intense by the ardor of their piety. This
union of denominational zeal and religious fervor gave them extraordinary power
of propagandism, go that the few ghiploads of Saxon pilgrims have grown into one
of the largest of Lutheran hodies, the Missouri Synod. This body was organized
iv%’ 1 ?&7 with headquarters at St. Louis and under the powerful leadership of C.F. W.
alther.

Beginning about 1840 the stream of Lutheran immigration from Europe grew
rapidly in volume. It came from Germany and the Seandinavian lands. The

eatest strength of the current was reached in the 10 years preceding the Civil

ar, In that decade nearly 1,000,000 immigrants eame to Ameriean shores from
Germany alone. After the close of the Civil War they continued to come at the
rate of about 130,000 snnually. Multitudes of these German immigrants were
Roman Catholics. Great numbers also went to swell the churchless and godless
population of the land. But the greater portion of them were Lutherans. From

orway and Sweden also they came in generous numbers and, like the Germans,
settled chiefly in the Middle West and Northwest. The results are seen both in
the size and the spirit of the Lutheran Church in America.

New hodies were organized, the Norwegian Church in 1854, the German Towa
Bynod in 1854, and the Augustana Synod (Swedish) in 1860. The numerical
-strength of the church grew rapidly. During the first 40 years in the life of the
Republic the communicant membership of the church had multiplied threefold,
Jjust keeping pace with the general population of the country. But from 1830 to
1870, while the population at large was increasing threefold, the membership of
the ]ﬂutheran Church increased more than ninefold, reaching in 1870 a total of
about 400,000 and standing fourth among the Protestant churches.

These new Lutherans eame without pomp or circumstance and took their
places quietly in the Jand. Their genuine spirituslity, the eolidity of their
church life, and the vigor and warmth of their piety were patent to all who came
to know them. They were untrained in the habits of free churehes and humbled
both by the circumstances of their emigration from Europe and by their strange
surroundings when they arrived in the New World. But their training in the
equable, systematic, and methodical ways of state churches, and their constant
emphasis on thorough religious instruction and indoctrination insured them against
the irregular fervor of that revivalism that periodically burned over their neighbor
churches. It helped to guarantee their independence and permanence in their
adopted land. They had much to learn in matters of church organization and
administration and in the course of time they did learn their lessons along these
lines. But from the beginning they also had much to teach to Ameriean Chris-
tianity in general on methods of theology and usages of worship, and their teaching
has long since yielded visible results. .

One effect of this middle period was to infuse a strong confessional element into
the body of the Lutheran Church in Ameriea. In the older Lutheran bhodies,
those dating from colonial times, there was a doctrinal reaction due to the study

!




LUTHERANS 3

of the confessions and theology of the historic Lutheran Churech. Like the other
churches in this period, Lutherans cultivated their denominational consciousness.
Sectienalisin in political history of our country had its parallel in sectarianism
among all the churches. Lutherans shared fully in the current trend. This,
together with the importation of rigid confessionalists from the Scandinavian
lands and from Germany, stamped the Lutheran Church in America as indelibly
evangelical and forever doctrinally conservative.

But the middle period of the century was a time of great strife in all phases
of American life. “In national life it led to the Civil War. This produced a
breach in the ranks of the General Synod. The southern synods withdrew and in
1863 organized a new general body afterwards called the United Synod of the
South. A second breach came in 1866. The recovery of the General Synod from
the doctrinal indifference of the eighteenth century was not rapid enough to suit
certain elements in the body, and-a number of synods, led by the Ministerium
of Pennsylvania, withdrew and organized the General Council. This new organi-
zation formed its own institutions, prepared its own literature, and organized
its own benevolent operations. As the two general bodies in the North occupied
much the same territory and claimed the same mission fields farther west, there
was much rivalry and conflict between them. But they both grew rapidly and
they both expanded until at the close of the eentury the distriet synods of both of
them extended to the Pacific.

During the period of phenomenal economic growth in our eountry, that is,
from 1870 to 1910, the Lutheran churches reflected faithfully the spirit of the
times. They were full of the spirit of expansion and enterprise. Immigration
from the Secandinavian lands grew to magnificent dimensions. More than
1,750,000 came during this period, one-half from Sweden, one-third from Norway,
and one-sixth from Denmark. In 1882 more than 100,000 arrived from these

. sources. Most of these sturdy newcomers, like most of the Lutherans from
Germany, did not join any chureh in America. So they constituted a “Lutheran
constituency” and presented a most inviting mission field, The Lutheran
churches, old and new, took up the challenge and the result was a high spirit of
home missionary enterprise.

The General Synod now centralized not only its home missionary work but
also its chief branches of benevolence and put them into the hands of general
boards. Other bodies adopted this policy, and in this way they were prepared to
go forward rapidly in the practical tasks of the church when the new spirit of
enterprise visited American Christianity. New fields were opened, in €vprawling
cities, in newly settled areas of the Middle West, Northwest, and Far West, and
in India, Africa, and Japan, Lutheran colleges and seminaries began to dot the
land., Periodicals were established. A Lutheran literature began to appear. A
worthy 1itur§y was devised and commonly accepted, An excellent hymnary was
collected and introduced into the congregations. Enthusiasm was carried info
every line of the church’s .proper business, and contributions to benevolences
multiplied three times ag rapidly as the membership. . .

So the Lutheran churches flourished and grew. The confirmed membership
of all of them increased in these 40 years from less than 500,000 to nearly 2,250,000,
This was the largest relative increase made in this period by an¥7 of the farge
denominations. The number of Lutherans passed the number of Presbyterians,
and the Lutheran Church adyvanced from fourth to third place among the Protes-
tant churches in the country. Only the Methodists and Baptists surpassed her
numbers, Much of this increase was due to the strong tides of immigration
from BEurope but much of it also is accounted for by natural inerease and by the
aggressive missionary spirit that began o pervade all branches of the church,

The twentieth century has been a period of rapprochement among all the
Lutherans in America, both along doctrinal lines and in practical work, Here
again the Lutheran Church mirrors the tendency in American Christianity as a
whole and in American culture in general. The last three decades have been a
period of larger units. It has been a time of broad national outlook and even of
international mind.

In the Lutheran Church the tendency toward denominational consolidation
into larger units appeared somewhat earlier than in the other churches. The first
definite expression of the growing solidarity among Lutherans in this period took
place among the Norwegians. In 1917, the quadricentennial of the Lutheran
Reformation, the three larger bodies of Norwegian Lutherans united to form the
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, The next year four German synods in
the Middle West united and formed the Joint Synod of Wisconsin. In 1930 the
Ameéican Lutheran Church was formed out of the Iowa, Ohio, and Buffalo
synods.
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But the largest merger of all was that of the three general bodies with head
quarters in the Kast. Gradually, very gradually, the b;g'eaches were closed. The
wounds made by the Civil War were healed. Many factors worked toward
reunion of the factions in the North. Not the least of these factors were the advent
of a new generation of leaders and the rise of the general spirit of cooperation to
take the place of competition and strife, Finally, in November 1918, simul-
taneously with the armistice in the World War, the General Synod, nearly 100
years old, a:nd the General Council, jugt 50 years old, joined hands with each
other and with the United Synod in the South, and organized the United Lutheran
Qhurgh in America. This was the reunion of the oldest elements of Lutheranism
in this country, the Lutherans of the Muhlenberg development. It made the
largest Lutheran body in America and one of the potent forces to be reckoned
with in American Christianity today.

In addition to these organic unions among Lutherans, the last few decades
have witnessed significant federations in the Lutheran forces of the land, About.
one-third of all Lutherans in Ameriea are eooperating in the Synodical Counfer-
ence, a Toose organization of which the Missouri Synod constitutes five-sixths and
which embraces & small body of Negro Lutherans and Slovak Lutherans and
Norwegian Lutherans. Then there is the National Lutheran Counecil, the out-
growth in 1818 of the National Lutheran Commission for Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Welfare. This is an agency rather than a federation in the strict sense. It
accomplishes a large volume of work cooperatively for the United Lutheran
Chureh, the Norwegian Lutheran Church, the Augustana Synod, the American
Lutheran Church, the United Danish Lutheran Chureb, the Lutheran Free
Church, the Icelandic Synod, and the Danish Lutheran Church. A third feder-
ation is called the American Lutheran Conference. This began in 1930. Itis a
medium of eooperation and the cultivation of fraternal relations among 8 number
of Lutheran Church bodies that have headquarters in the Middle West. It -
unites for cooperative purposes the Norwegian Lutheran Church, the Augustana
Svynod, the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran ¥ree Church, and the
Tnited Danish Lutheran Church. These bodies have many interests in comnmon
both by virtue of their geographical location and their }imited history in Ameries,
and by virtue of their general outicok and attitude on questions of belief and life.
All these facts testify to the high degree of solidarity that has come to expression
among the Lutheran forces in America, particularly in this period of larger units
that began in a]l Ameriean life about 1910,

Across the boundaries of these several organizations there is a growing gpirit of
common interest and outlook. All of the major Lutheran bodies have appointed
commissions to meet and consider a more complete eonsolidation of utheran
forces on this confinent. These negotiations proceed slowly, but some results
are beginning to appear.

It should be added that in these days of universal conferences and ecumenical
movements the Lutherans of America have entered into definite relationships
with the Lutherans of other lands, They have helped to form a Lutheran World
Convention. The immediate oceasion of this new Lutheran world consciousness
on the part of American Lutherans was the work of the National Lutheran Council
during and after the World War. The Tautheraps of America, who had felt
little of the ravages of war, were moved to undertake a ministry of mercy ammong
their suffering European brethren in the faith. Commissioners were sent; con-
tacts were made; large funds were gathered and carefully administered. A sense
of fellowship developed, and at Eisenach, Germany, in 1928 an organization wag
effected by delegates from 22 natjons, Twice since then the Lutheran World
Convention has held meetings, in Copenhagen in 1929 and in Paris in 1935,
The fourth meeting is planned for Philadelphia in 1940, ' In the meantime a vast
field for international Lutheran endeavor has opened and much of it has been
decupied, So the Lutherans of America are today in process of lifting their eyes
above the limitations of language and nation and’ ecclesiastical organization.
They are moving toward a unified intelligence and a consciousness of solidarity.

Doctrine—~—The Lutheran churches of America believe that the canonical books
of the Old and New Testaments are given by inspiration of God and are the perfect
and only rule of faith and life. They believe that the three general ereeds— -the
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian—-exhibit the faith of the Christian
chureh, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, G o

They believe that the Unaltered Augsburg Confession s in harmony with the
Holy Seriptures and is a correct exhibition of its teachings; and that the Apology,
the two catechisms of Luther, the Smaleald Articles, and the Formula of Coneord,
ave’ g faithful development and interpretation of thée doctrines of the Word of

-God and of the Augsburg Confession. :
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Justification by faith alone in Jesus Christ is held to be the central doctrine of
the Word of God according to which all other doctrines are determined .an
developed. The preaching of the Word of God, rightly divided between law and
Gospel, oceupies a prominent place in accomplishing repentance and faith., Two
sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are regarded as effective means of
grace rather than mere signs and memorials, Baptism of infants, which is the
rule among Lutherans, is held to have regenerative power through which faith
is begotten. In the case of adults it seals and confirms the faith begotten of
the Holy Ghost through the Word. Lutherans believe in the real presence of
the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Lord’s Supper, offered and
given in, with, and under the bread and wine. Consubstantiation, transubstan-
tiation, and impanation are rejected, yet it is firmly believed that the real body
and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ are sacramentally and supernaturally received
by those who partake of the communion.

The Lutheran faith centers in Christ as the only savior of sinful man. ‘“The
church is the congregation of saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the
sacraments rightly administered.” Its unity is one of faith rather than of organi-~
zation. Organic union is not looked upon as essential to the inner unity of faith.

The Lutheran Church is a firm believer in thorough Christian indoctrination
and education, hence insists upon catechetical instruction preparatory to con-
firmation. Conservative in spirit yet progressive in purpose, the iutheran Church
believes its primary function is to preach and teach the Gospel message without
compromise or modification.

Organization.—Among Lutherans the distinction between the laity and the
clergy or ministry rests solely upon the orderly exercise of a function which is
necessary to the being and continuing life of the church——namely, the preaching
of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments. This is committed to
the ministry, and in reference to the exercise of this funetion all ministers are
equals; and besides this there is no power which the minister as such can claim
the right to exercise, whether he be called bishop, priest, minister, or pastor,
All of these are designations of office, not of necessary orders in the ministry or
among the faithful,

In Europe, Lutheran Chureh polity has followed more or less definitely the
forms of political government in the several countries, and that not always freely,
Accordingly, organization has hitherto funetioned through the exercise of authority
from the head downward; that is, through bishops, general superintendents, and
the like. With the establishment of more demoeratic forms of government the
process has been in many instance reversed. :

In the United States and Canada the church has its own free life, independent
of the state. Nevertheless, organization has taken place in all Lutheran bodies,
whatever the parent country whence they came, along lines having at least gen-
eral resemblance to the arrangements adopted for the conduet of politieal govern~
ment. There are (1) congregations, corres%onding to the local or munigipal
government; (2) syncds, corresponding to the State government (in some instances
called districts and in still others conferences); and (3) general organizations
variously named, corresporiding to the National Government. ;

The congregation.is composed of the people and the pastor. The pasbor is
elected and ealled by the voting members of the congregation, usually without
any time limit. The congregation has the power, however, to terminate the
relagtionship, but it may not depose the pastor from the ministry of the church.

In the Lutheran Church ordination to the ministry is, ag a rule, an act of the
synod at its annnal meeting. It is done ‘with prayer and the laying én of handg
by the president of the synod, other ministers usually assisting in the rite.. In
exceptional cases it may. be done at another time and place by a committee
appointed by, the synod for the purpose. It follows examination of the candidate
by a committee of the synod, which covers his scholastic attainments, his fitness for
the office, and his loyalty o the Lutheran confessions, particularly the Augsburg
Confession, ¥ach minister.is a member of the synod which ordained him or of
the synod in which he is a pastor, and is subject to its diseipline.

In practically every Lutheran Church body in America the congregation is
acknowledged as the primary body and the unit of organization. All authority
belongs to the congregation together with the pastor, except such as ig delegated
by constitutional covenant to the larger organization. The internal affairs of
the congregation are administered by a church council consisting of the pastor
and lay officers. These officers are elected by the congregation, and in many
instances a number of them are called elders and others deacons; where this is the
case the elders together with the pastor have charge of the spiritual concerns, and
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the deacons of the temporal affairs of the church. In other cases there:are no
elders, but deacons only. There is a growing tendeney toward this form. There
are also trustees who have charge of the property. These are usually laymen
and may or may not be members of the church council.

To every congregation belongs inherently the right of representation and also
the right of entering into relations with other congregations, one with it in faith
for the purpose of promoting common interests and activities. From these prin-
ciples result wider organizations.

In some cases the synod is the next higher judieatory above the congregation.
The synods are composed of the pastors of the congregations and of lay representa-
tives, one for each congregation or each pastoral charge, and they have only such
powers as are delegated to them by the congregations under the provisions of the
synodical constitution. In other cases there are districts or conferences which are
territorial, which are similarly composed and exercise within their respective
bounds the rights and duties constitutionally assigned to them. Some of these
have limited powers of legislation, while others are chiefly consultative and
advisory.

Still more ecomprehensive than these intermediate organizations are the general
bodies which are national or international in scope. These general organizations
are variously named, as church, synod, or conference. The authority exercised
by these bodies also varies; some have legislative authority committed to them,
and their actions within constitutional limitations are recognized as authorita-
tive by the eonstituent synods, districts, or conferences, and by the congregations.
Others have little or no such authority, but are simply conferences of synods or of
congregations for purposes of consultation. The interests entrusted mainly to
the general bodies are those pertaining to worship, education, publication, and to
eleemosynary and missionary activities.

There is general agreement that the seat of authority and power is primarily
in the econgregation. The differences which are found as between the districts of
the several bodies and as between the general bodies themselves in regard to the
powers exercised by them are to be explained, in part at least, by the processes of
organization. In some cases the intermediate organizations (synods, districts,
conferences) were first organized and later the general bodies, the process being
from below upward; in such cases the powers of the intermediate bodies are rela-
tively larger. In other instances the general bodies were organized with a small
beginning, and as they grew were divided, thus forming the intermediate organiza-
tions from above downward. In instances of this kind the powers of the inter-
mediate organizations are relatively less. Congregations meet in business session
at least annually; constituent synods, districts, and conferences in convention,
annually; general bodies, annually, biennially, or triennially.

The Lutheran churches have a liturgical form of worship and observe the various
general festivals of the Christian church year.

Statisiics.—The bodies grouped under the name Lutherans in 1936, 1926, 1918,
and 1908 are listed in the summary table which follows, showing the principal
statistics as reported for the four census years. Many changes since 1926 have
already breen noted.

Differences in doctrinal matters in the Joint Wisconsin Synod caused a split
in that body. The new denomination is known as The Protestant Conference
(Lutheran).

The 1936 and 1926 figures for membership, including all baptized members,
must be considered as not entirely comparable with those of the 1916 and 1906,
when communicants only were reported by the great majority of churches.

The movement which has gained considerable headway in the evangelical
bodies toward the federation of local churches, has not gained any great impor-
tance among the Lutherans; the membership figures reported, however, are
exclusive of 14 federated churches, each consisting of a Lutheran unit combined
more or less closely with a unit of some other denomination. These 14 federated
chtﬁrches reported a membership of 2,320. The number of Lutherans included is
unknown.
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For THE LUTHERANS, 1936, 1926, 1916, axp 1906
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1936
Total for the group oo oeermmw 14, 78814, 244, 890|118, 47218279, 428, 801}14, 485(343, 481, 16012, 373/1, 376, 102
American Lutheran Conference. ...\ 5,855(1, 424, 442|! 5,524| 81,027, 755 5,790 13, 187,871] 4,900 444,417
American Lutheran Chureh 1__| 1,803} 499,800|| 1,607) 27,600,047} 1,799} 4, 607,195 1,858 165,947
Evangelical Lutheran Augus-
tana Synod of North Amer-
10 S 1,183| 327,472)| 1,101] 24,902,814 1,126 8 842 636] 1,044| 101,843
Norwegian Lutheran Church
of America....-ccevpmmeranna- 2,400 516, 400)| 2,242 25, 056,616 2,363 8,094,253] 1,792] 149, 682
Lutheran Free Chureh.........| 341} 47,140 315 1,064,311} 336 346,929 253] 15,408
United Danish Evangelic
Lutheran Church in Amer-
B eI T 178] 33,5831 160] 1,413,970, 178 306,858] 162 11,449
Evangelical Lutheran Synodical
Conference of North America....| 4,926}1, 463, 482j{ 4,175 78,292, 729| 4, 726 15,433, 728} 3,821 289,786
Evangelical Lutheran 8ynod of
Missouri, Ohio, snd Other
21717 T 4,01411,192, 553|j 3,871] 66,273,902} 3,825] 13, 138,974} 8,132{ 247,609
Evangelical Lutheran Joint .
Synod of Wisconsin and
Other States. . ... .ccocecunn 718 235,402 638] 10,104,627 711| 1,998,986; 53| 33,06F
Blovak Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of the United Biates
of America. ... ocoooanen 54 18,910 47] 1,001, 200 53 169, 507 35 2,417
Norwegian Synod of the Amer-
jean Evangelieal Lutheran
CRUIEh . oovmceecemnaere 59 7,632 53 453, 850 56 79,208 35 1,226
Negro Mission.. .- coreommcomenn 81 8,985 66 369, 150 81 47,052 70 4,822
United Lutheran Church in Amer-
$0B . o crescemmprmm ez ey 3, 48411, 286, 612}/ 3, 384| 117, 677, 984| 3,468 14, 366, 739} 3,334; 627,181
Church of the Lutheran Brethren
Of AMBTICA .. oooocepimemmee 30 2, 066 261 138, 730 24 28,428 21 1,708
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Ameriea (Eiglsen Synod). ... 13 831{] 7 25, 500 13 4,953 8 228
PinnishApostolieLutheranChurch |
Of AMETCA. .o e mecccommwr 123] 16,293 68 207, 558| 101 928, 645 42] 1,723
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran
Chureh of America, or Suomi
‘Byhod... .. T 1607 - 21,468 124 058, 4371 159 160,800{ 100 4,809
nnish Evsngelical . Lutheran :
National ‘Chureh of America..... 67 8, 157} 52 156, 184 o7 29, 772 30, 903
Icelandic Eyangelical Lutheran .
Synod in North America.. 13 1, BOS: 13 51, 200 13 7, 2101 10 468
Danish Evangelical Luther;
Church in Amieriea. ... .v....-}. 808 = 16,057 74 730, 100 79 130,308 B4] 3,544
The Protestant Conference (Lu-
theran ._",._______,__,,6,_,_\__,__ 22 3,253 16 138, 420 21 25,076 18] 580
Nopsynodieal Lutheran Congrega-
x.ion? _____________________ sp_’_?___ 15! 2,423 10 124, 000 15 17,450 7 568
1926 ]
Total for the gronp_ __......o 15, 1023, 968, 008|113, 400} 273, 409, 748|14, 721] 59, 500, B45|11, 4721, 249, 998
United Lutheran Church in Amer- .
L R 3, 6501, 214, 340}| 3,516 114, 526, 248| 8,577| 21, 162,961 3,415 619,781
FEvangelical Lutheran Augostana
Synod of North Amefiea_.___....| 1,180 311,425} 1,118 22,781,698| 1,165| 5,360,446] 1,036 100,775
Evangelical Lutheran Synodical
Conference of America. .- ...---- 4,75211, 292, 620{| 8,878 78,755,804 4,601! 19,487,432 3,028; 212,071
Evangelical Lutheran 8ynod
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other
SEAteS. e mcem ez emnm 38,0171, 040, 275} 3, 148} 65,318,781 3,789| 16, 350, 315! 2,485 179,868
Evangelical Lutheran Joint
Synod of Wisconsin and
Other States. .o ooz commam 70| 220,242 6311 11,828,013) 605 2,743,164 4% 28,948
Slovak Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of the United States
of Amnerica. ..o oveaminnan 55 14,759 43 1,083,000 53 285, 341 24 1,826
N vansies. Luibera
can’~Evangelical - Lutheran
Chureh ..o emmeeeen K\ 8,344 56, 526, 100 64! 108, 612: 29 1,429

+'Figures for American Lutheran Church in 1836 may be compared with the combined figures shown for

Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Towa and Other States, as

the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States; Lutheran Synod of Buffalo; and the

reported in 1926.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR THE LUTHERANS, 1936, 1926, 1916, AND 1906—Con.
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1926—Continued

Norw ian Luth Church of
o, neran LAUICH O1 | o ssa| 406,707 2 278] $24, 822, 215 2,407 35,786, 977| 1,600 131,147

orica
Evangelica] Lutheran Joint Synod

of Ohio and Other States. ... 8721 247,783 832) 15,646,708 865 3,702,2501 700 8%,822
Lutheran Synod of Buffalo. ... 41 9, 267, 41 873, 500 40 148, 726 3 2,840
Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America (Eielsen ynod)_.a._-_(- 15 1,087 10 42, 500 14 6, 415, 10 217
Evangelical Lutheran Synod o

Tows and Other States.. oo .o-. grs| 27,873)| 790| 8607480 sev| 2,223,888 778 50,878
Danish Evangellcal Lutheran

Church in Ameriea. -o..oooeeen-- 08 18,021 84 728, 200 95 178,222 69 3,362
Teclandie Evangelical Lutheran

Synod in North Amerlea..____._. 14 2,186 14 56, 475 14 14, 157 11 458

Finpish Evangelical Lutheran
Chura of America, or Suomi

32,071 126] 1,018,621] 183 234,139) 134 8,028
46,366 336 2,303,365 377 526,993 236) 12,840

29,108l 172| 1,401,348) 185 382,34 162 10,658
28,316) 80 1,414

185

Lutheran Free Church .o....onn 393
United Danish Evangelicsl Lu-

theran Church in America...___. 190
Finnish Evan, elical Lutheran Na-

tional Church of America. ... 70 7,788 48] 220, 050

Finnish Apostolic Lutheran 138

26

3

50

o4

Church wowl| 78|  omsos| 00| s7es| B 10m

O merion > theran B_'.G_t_hr_f- yro0] 21|  10z,1000 24f  azsse| 19|  em

D e, iheran ¢ hovali s 8| a0 3 eeoZl 3 8

Independent Lutheran Congrega- 1,804 46| 1,128,250 0| 109,31 34 2770
1916

Total for the ETOUD-emrermenne 18, 0212, 467, 51812, 481| 109, 415, 16313, 276| 22, 897, 047| 9, 446| 908, 338

e S el
utheran Church in the
US}:&tgsé)onlger}wﬁ_,ﬁ ______ i 1,846 870,715)} 1,811 24,271,797| 1,810] 4,342,251} 1,766) 31L, 601
nited Syned of the Evange
Lutberan Church in the South..| 492 56, 650 485] 2,572,245 467, 446,283| 438} 48,007
Gineé‘al Coum(z)i{lof the Elzan%?licta]; B

utheran urch 14

America. oo 9,386 540,642{ 2,274] 82,108,001) 2,343} 5,630,234} 2,175| 307, 505
Evangelical Lutheran S8ynodical

Conference of Ametlea ... 3,620 777,701|| 3,151| 25,978, 538| 8,339 6,721, 509] 1,370 110, 300
Norwoglan Lutheran Ohureh of | ol a1s,6s0l| 2,260| 11, 501,010] 2,578| 2,899, 562] 1,504 82,366
Hange's Norwogln Mvangell | so| oo.ses|| 208 119w4s8| 284 20014 289 14011
S nelioa] Tuinctan
Chureh of AMerics. ... oo og7| 1se7|| 7o8| 4,383,151 os0] sac02| 49| 24,313
Evaf:(gll‘;lz%fg érggﬁgﬁ?hem 1,301 176,084|| 1,208 5 000,200] 1,358 1,431,715 08| 44,042
pmeries Bielsn Synod__| - 0| L2M| 8 man 1y neo W 28
pioyaand Other Sistes....___..|  977) 180.759)| 47| 40N, G O LW T B
Churoh in AMEria. .- . oo 101 1454)| o] aessoe] 7] w0538 65| 08
L et gaineraD || sl 13 ssas| 12] 470l 10l 43

e et e DT
. ca. utneran thiy or
Ameriea 15 2,878 8 78, 000 13 18,905 9 6869

Flgﬁishch Etvsz]galical Lutshetan )
Bynu:d ° erica, or uon‘n_i- 134] 18,881 89 868,771 128 78,977, 112 9, 7562
LutheranFresChurch(Norweglan).| 876] 28,180, 809, 1,115 760 361) 287,886, 243{ 10,285
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1916—Continued
Upited Danish Evangelleal Lu-
theran Church in America 102f 17,324 173] $606,780) 186) $103,508] 165 7,977
Finnish Evyangelical Luth ]
Nationa] Church 64 7,083 41 125,001 59 15,017 49 2,077
Avpostolic Lutheran Church (Fin-
THERY e e e 47 6, 664 34 64,942 36 8, 450 23 1,109
Chureh of the Lutheran Brethren :
of America (Norwegian). .. ....._ z 892 19 45,410 21 14, B37 20 841
Evangelical Lutheran Jehovah
Conferenes.  varonecmwmccmecmew [ 831 8 17, 800 6 6,749 4 492
1906
Total for the group - .ewemoonzo 12, 04219, 112, 4841110, 768] 74,826, 889) ..\ rlicerinncnns 4, 882] 782,786
General S8ynod of the Evangelical
Lotheran Church in the United
Btates of AMerica. . ..ocoww—coon 1,784) 270,221 1,680] 16,875,420) enoofimrececnnn 1,628 225,948
United Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Chureh in the South..] 448 47,747 420! - 1,500,7680] ce oo e B380] 30,039
Ganeral Council of the Bvangelical
Lutheran Church in North
Ameries. oo 2,133 462, 177}| 2,008] 22,304,618, canesficmceeaene 1,014f 254, 882
Evangelieal Luthersn Synodical
Conference 0f America, 3,284 648, 520)] 2,781] 18,916,407| oo er}imvemcennn 1,434] 94,000
United Norweglan Luth 8
Church in America. ... -1 1,187 185,027 956| 3, 668, 58S 842f 43,714
Evangelical Lutheran Join
of Ohio and Other .. 7720 123,408(] 694] 3,606,285 601 47,600
Lutheran 8ynod of Buffalo..._.._. 33 5, 270 32 130, 000 13 626
_Hange's Norwegian Evangelical )
Lutheran 8ynod.._... oo oynn 285( - 83,208)] 1222 [1:7 <1 SR [, 194 8,005
Evangelical Lutheran -Church ‘in ’
America, Eielsen 8ynod. ... .._. 26 1,013 6 15,800} e cou)ondcmn e 8 112
German ﬁ'ﬂvangelical Lautheran . . :
Synod of Texas. ... . i ..o _l;% 24) 2,440 18 30,050 e o fen e cmmnm 17 808
Eysangelical Lutheran Synod ‘of
Towa and ‘Other Stafes. .. _ . 828| 110,254{] .676] 2,827,098] ___._|-eeoniie_on 614 27,642
8ynod for the Norweglan Evangelis o . :
cal Lutheran Church in America. | 017; 107, 712{f 648 2,460,713 ... ... .. 370) 18,714
. [ 49 184,700) . oo e e 38 2,482
I eel 4SOOIl B8l 2,988
14 82,B60|-nmclecesaaamann 12 498
1 809,800) e om]ececniaanan 11 1,125
Flnnish Evangeltcal Luthemn e
Ea “12,007!] 44 151,845 77 515
Norwegi&n TLmthe L&) “26, 92811 219 660, 310 151 , 479
United Danish Evangelioal Iu- s
theran Church in Amerl ea . i 1081  16,340i 138 418, 460} e e o feme v mmo e 142 6,118
f &) 12,141 " By 219, 300 12 585
88l 10,1110 43 96, 150{w voere | icmnnan 62 2,144
..... . 68 8, 170} 35 41, N I 22 1,038
Church of the Lutheran Brethren’ ! %, !
of America 16 482 10 18,400 veru o aaas 15 303
Evangelicgl ‘
- Conferance. 9 7351 8| 21, 860] el ecinmremann 9 350




AMERICAN LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification—A general
summary of the statistics for the American Lutheran Conference for the year 1936
is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural terrltory

The membership of each of the constituent bodies in the American Lutheran
‘Conference includes all baptized persons on the registers of the local congregations.

This conference represents the federation of five separate bodies—namely,
American Lutheran Church, Evangelical Lutheran Auguystana Synod. of.North
America, Norwegian Lutheran Church “of “Ametica, Latheran Free Church, and
United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

The Ameriean Lutheran Conference has come into existence since the 1926
Census of Religious Bodies, hence no comparative data are available.

TaBLE 1.—SUuMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TErriTORY, 1930

PERCENT
Inurban | In rursl OF TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory
Trban | Bural
Churches (local organizations), number. oo 5, BES 1,411 4,444 2%.1 75.9
Members, BUMDEr . .. oo cevmmm e 1,424,442 622, 463 801, 87 43,7 | 56.3
Average membership per chureh. ... 243 441 IBO |awenmmncfurcnmitan
Membership by sex:
Male. .o 653, 278, 209 377, 563 42.3 57.7
Female.. . . . e 712,376 226, 453 3%5, 923 45 8 54.2
Sex pot reported . _.._.. e 58, 224 19, 731 38,493 33.9 66, 1
Males per 160 females. ... .. .......... 91.8 84.6 7% - 1 PR
Membershlp by age:
Under 13 years...._...._...oeomn - ! 149, 104 201, 676 42.5 57.5
13 years and over. t 453,485 569, 528 44.3 56,7
Agenot reported. .. ..ol 649 | 19, 874 30, 775 39.2 60.8
Pereeqtnnderlb’y&ars SO - 25,5 | 247 26.2 |
1,376 4,215 24.6 75.4
1,362 4, 162 24,7 75.3
1§47, 517, 361 1533, 810, 407 58.8 41.4
Constructed prior to 1938 -1$78, 892,784 1} 284, 8R4 1332, 607, 900 58.7 41,3
Constructed, wholly or o part, in 1086_] $2, 134,974 || $1,232, 467 $602, 507 5.7 42.3
Average value per ch $14, 868 $34, 8RS $8,052 | oo femmen.o
Debt—number reporting..._....... 1,640 813 827 49.8 504
Amount reported.__......._. - $9, 974, 566 | $1, 848, 147 84,4 15.6
Number reporting “no debt” 2,691 || 367 2,324 13.6 86.4
Parsonages, NUMDEer - v oocnramm e crr s cmnmmmem 3,471 1,032 2, 2.7 70.3
Value—number reporting. . 3,140 954 | 2, 156 313 68,7
Amountreported ______ ..o 313,349,024 | $5,568,206 | $7,480, 728 44.0 56.0
Expenchtm'aa-
* Churehes reporting, number_ ... ... 5,709 1,407 4,392 24.3 78,7
Amount réported . _________.. 518, 187 871 i} 36,962,008 | $6, 225,863 52.8 47.2
Pastors’ salaries. ... -| $4,595,083 || 32,043, 426 | $2. 551,637 44.5 55,5
All other salaries........._. $1, 207,018 §771, 083 $435, 935 63.9 36.1
Repairs and improvem $1, 124, 407 $543,312 $581, 095 48.3 517
Payrnent on chureh debt excluding in-
................................... $1, 074, 9687 $723,371 $351, 596 67.3 2.7
All other current expenses, including in-
terest . . e $2,409,337 11 31,603,089 $806, 238 66,5 33.5
TLocal relief and charity, Red Cross, etc...| $269, 841 $150, 115 5119, 526 58.7 44.3
Home missions. _ .. .o $258, 428 $114,244 $144, 382 44.2 556.8
Foreign missions_ .. . .ooeeiio $193,878 $73, 824 $120, 054 38.1 619
To general headquarters for distribution__; $1, 556, 709 $685, 298 £871,418 44.0 56.0
All other PUrPOSES. oo crvonrmcccmmecamnan 08, 225 $254,238 $243, 987 51.0 49.0
Average expenditure per chureh. .. ... ... $2,274 $4, 948 $1,418 fuommadeeeean

4 Based on membership with age classification reported.
10




AMERICAN LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 11

TasLe 1.—SuMMARY OF Sratistics FOR CHURCHEs 1IN Ursan axp Ruman
Territory, 1936—Continued

PEBCENT
Inurban | Inrursl OF TOTAL
1R Total territory | territory |
Urkan | Rural

Sunday schools: l

Churches reporting, number.... .. .....coan 4, 909 1,340 | 3, 568 | 7.3 .7

Officers and teachers. ..o o ccrcvrarmmnamacmon 60, 332 27,195 43,137 | 45.1 5.9

Seholars 4,417 || mate | 210 | W 493
Summer vacation Bible schogls: {

Churches reporting, number 2,397 395 1,802 | 48! A2

Officers and teachers. _....... 8,570 3,244 5326 | 8790 el

BChOIATS . <o cecee oo een 97,434 38, 681 ! 5,773 | W7 w3
Weekday religious schools: I i

Churches reporting, number. .. ... ..cnonnrn 1,188 353 jrax) 20,8 e

Officers and teachers - 2, 679 874 1, 805 ‘ .8 7.4

SEhOlAIS. - o ecccecmceer e e m e e 33,321 12,444 20, 877 i 37.8 &7
Parochial schools: i '

Churches reporting, DUMDAT. .o oocceeomornenn 121 26 95, 215 74.5

Officers and teachers R ] 248 534 | 31§ 8. 4

SCHOLATE o eoeeem oo s 8,271 2, 802 3, 668 l 4.5 8.5

State tables.—Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 present the statistics for 1936 for the Ameri-
can Lutheran Conference by States, Table 2 gives for each State the number
and membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or
rural territory and membership classified by sex. Table 3 gives the number and
membership of the churches, membership classified as “under 13 years of age"
and 13 years of age and over,” and data for Sunday schools. Table 4 shows the
value of ‘churches and parsonages and the amount of debt on church edifices.
Table 5 presents the church expenditures, showing separately current expenges,
improvements, benevolences, cte.




12 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

TasrLe 2,—NUMBER AND MeMmpERsHI? oF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERBRITORY, AND MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, BY STATES, 1936

N&’,’éﬁgx‘;’ NUMBER OF MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY SEX
GEOGRAFUIC DIVISION
AND STATE . Sex | Males
Total g';; Rural| Total || Urban | Rural | Male |Female ’;‘g_t 136”;9.
ported | males
United States_..... 5,885 11,411 |4, 444 11, 494 442 | 892,463 (801,979 1658, 842 {712, 376 (58, 294 81.8
NEW ENGLAND:

BING. oo [] 3 3 1, 597 1,022 575 e 5.2
New Hampshire.. .. 3 B lmran 1,018 1,016 [ammenne- 481 £0.9
Vermont....oveeeou- 3 1 2 501 197 304 245 95, 7
Massachusetis. ... 39 35 4 15,908 || 14,909 909 | 6,937 89.4
Rhode Island.__.._. 10 8 2 4, 360 3, 845 716 2,087 90,1
Connecticut. _...... 29 16 13 12, 157 9,014 | 3,143 | 5,656 87.0

MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
. New YOrk-vecocnn-- 87 [i] 23 31,000 1] 27,496 | 3,504 | 14,063 | 16 782 175 R”.9
New Jersey.ccoamen- 19 18 1 4,078 3,708 280 1 1,883 | 2,195 .. _._. 85,8
54 43 82,200 {| 26,110 | 6,009 | 13,933 | 15,951 | 2,325 7.3
114§ 185 1 105,338 || 65,854 | 30,484 | 47,053 | 55,657 | 2,628 84.5
27 16,419 9,966 | 6,82 7,328 ) R 2701 1,32 88.6
148 | 131 | 113,640 || 81,007 | 32,642 | 51,075 | 59, 875 | 2, 85.6
56, 528 1 41,836 | 14, , 201 | 30,267 |_.._... 86,8
1341 520 189,201 [| 75, 540 |113,751 | 87,073 { 92 079 (10,139 94. 6
220 11,136 | 322,582 | 1110, 722 211, 830 |14, 460 (157, 544 |15, 548 04.9
83 132, 400 703 | 95, 607 600 3 4, 501 941
4] 16 4, 854 2,001 2 2,380 | 2485 4. ... 96.9
36| 763 | 108 50p 1| 17,280 | 91,365 | 50,418 | 5L, H0B 7.9
24 385 10, 557 033 | 20,650 | 30,825 | B 415 97,1
211 158 39,476 7,160 1 32,317 1 18,088 1 19,2020 1,148 9.0
13 75 3,801 | 14,964 { 8§ 8M | 9, 141 968, 4
12| M4 10,522 7,059 | 3,463 | 4,679 | 5,843 |__..... 80.1
[ 3% I 1, 1,434 .o .. i 70.9
...... (] T Hemaeeo o 717 332 385 ...l 882
4 17 3,405 L3521 2,083 | 1,877 1,828 (.. ... 86.3
3 5 1,913 899 1 1,014 34 569 83.1
4 3 613 348 285 311 302 j ... 103.0
EAsT BoUTH CENTRAL:

Kentucky. ... 1 Heoeue. 1 124 [{omammean 124 61 [ 2 ()]
Alabama._..__...... 5 3 2 5§70 473 97 225 845 famennn 2
) X P 220 | 220 |- 100 120 . ... 90.8
4 4. 818 818 oo 319 497 {au o - 64.2
1 1,219 1,082 473 551 195 85.8
prorg 46 | 181 49,000 || 11,152 | 87,848 | 23,455 | 25, 545 |oeno- 918
160 21 1% 18,474 5,005 { 11,480 | 6,944 92.6
32 0| 2 3,641 1 1, 1,709 | 1,750 923.5
3 2 441 351 90 203 85.3
471 2] 21 8,494 || 6,330 | 2,164 | 3,805 9.6
41 4 _____ 413 413 fomeee . 158 62.6
140 81 88 24,987 '+ 16,271 | 8,716 | 11,371 | 13,228 388 86.0
43 24 191 . 7,355 5108 [ 2,187 , 386 { 3,960 |oee.... 85,3
78 62 16 15,762 11 13,752 | 2,040( 6,818 8 &0l 475 80. 2

t Ratlo not shown where number of females is Jess than 100,
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l TasLe 3.—NuUMBER AND MEuMpERsHIP OF CHURCHES, MEMBERSHIF BY AGH,
AND Sunpay Scuools, BY Stares, 1936
. MEMBERSHIP BY AGE SUNDAY SCHOOLS
; Total
I , GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | number| ™V “f,'}ber Ago | Per-
‘ AND STATE chuh heg| members Under| 13 years | ot | cent Crtéug‘;lt’fs Oi;ﬂncgrs Sehol-
years and over reggrt— uixéiler EJg tonchers] 5F%
l United States..... 6,865 1,424,442 |i850,780 1,028,013 {560,649 | 28.5 4,009 | 60,332 444,417
New ENGLAND:
- Maine. .. .oomcmanenr f 1,897 427 LI70 jaeaet 26,7 [} £4 60
" New Hampshire_ .. 3 1,018 230 T80 |- 22.6 3 4% 201
" Vermmont. .o ocovn.- 3 501 21 91 339 | 18.8 3 B2
Massachnsetts..... 39 15,908 3,011 12,542 3651 19.4 39 8% | 3,798
Rhode Island. ... 10 4,360 799 3,55 |oeneon 18.3 9 167 750
Connecticut.... .. 29 12,157 2,440 L8 I I N 20.1 24 363 1,973
~ MIDDLE ATLANTICY
ew York..cuweeenn 87 31,000 8, 509 21,830 671§ 28.3 82 | 1,614 | 11,201
New Jersey ... 19 4,078 1, 244 2,834 { oo .. 30. & 18 (258 | 1,304
Pennsylvania_ ... a7 32,200 7, 440 22,501 ] 2,178 | 24.8 911 1,479 12,345
EasT NonTn CEXN-
TRAYL:
Ohi0-ecmceane 279 | 105,838 || 25,301 | 78,231 1,796 | 24.4 270 | 4,446 | 48,008
Indiansa. ———— 56 16,919 4, 5 12,336 L. 27.1 b4 698 | 6,
THNOIS oo caenee 279 1 113,849 || 25 641 846021 3,406 23.3 2721 5,001 ] 39,9008
Michigan. - 185 56,528 || 14,169 40,663 | 1,606 1 25.8 1651 2, , 420
WiseonsiDo v eocunn 654 | 189,291 )} 43,980 | 137,889 | 7,472 | 242 519 1 6,010 | 41,574
1,386 | 322,55 1,102 | 18,725 } 93,623
132, 400 11| 5,275 | 38,102
22 4, 854 19 1 271', 348
i 700 | 108, 505 547 | 4,4 | 605
South Dakota.____. 379 85, 351 3,177 1 21,088
Nebraska 177 39, 476 1651 3,813 ;12,558
X 88 18, 265 45 7.+ 6,665
26 10,522 26} . 0609 5,824
4 1,434 3 80 ] 685
6 ™ 5 50 . 304
21 3,405 204 1901 1,949
g| T8 31 104)
Plorida o e o waiinje 7 813 7 (] 377
East Bouts CENTRAL: b . .
Eontuaekyenocemnee 1 124 26 | L. S 21.0 1 9 115
Alabams . cmrone. 5 50 180 30 {oonnm 316 4 30 . 860
WesT 80UTE CEX- 4
TRAL:
Fan: 1 30 190 |o.....} 17.0 1] 10f e
Touisiana_ .. 4 816 | 71 M54 e 8T 4 561 . 868
Oklahoma._. 9 1, 219 263 761 05 | 23,7 8 601 569
Texas. 227 49,000 {} 11,905 36,216 819 | 24.7 197 | 1,885 | 15,890
3 MOUNTAIN: i . -
: Montana.. ... 160 | 16, 474 483 | 10,110 [ 1,881 £ '80.7 113 293,15, 559
g 32 , 973 1 26,7 o8 1 . 2261 1,455
el 5 1 fL: 0 - PN 35,4 51 25
E 47 |, B,494 2,371 5, 069 154 | 2.4 30 440 1 2,880
4 59 864 | ... 14.3 3 32 146
j ‘Washington.... 149 24,987 1| . B, 711 18, 144 |.1,132 ‘, 23.9 129 1,317 9,02
"s Oregon ey A5 U S IR E S BT w0l s 2816
i Califorafa...____ 18,792 1 8,817 11, 439 538 | 259 71 988 | 8, 685
- 1 Based o membership with age dlassification reportad.
" | 18066—40-——2




*

AUGUSTANA SYNOD

TABLE 2,~—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY,

1906 To 1936

27

ITEM 1936 1926 19161 1906t
Churches {(local organizations), number. ... ... ... 1,133 1,180 1,165
Increase 2 over preceding census:
Number....__. ~47 15 158
Percent . _..... —4.0 1.3 15,7 1...
Members, NUIMDer. o oo cmmcme e e 327,472 311,425 204, 417 179, 204
Increase over preceding census:
N umber - 16, 047 107,008 25,213 e
5.2 52.3 T 7 U IR
289 175 178
Church edifices, number. ._________.___ ... 1,115 1,223 1,148 978
Value—number reporting. .. ... oo 1,101 1, 118 1,105 227
Amount reported ... $24,902, 814 |$22, 781, 608 |$10,453,916 | $6,427,392
‘Average vatue'per ehureh_ ... ... $22, 618 $20,377 $0, 461 %k
Debt-—number reporting. .....oc.oovoeimi il 492
Amount reported.. oo oo $3, 441, B04 | $2, 230,208 | $1, 208, 705 $763, 118
Parsonages, NUMDer. . e k(130 R (SN SN,
Value—number reporting. - 644 639 478 41B
Amount reported ... .| $3,330, 008 | $4,381,551 | $1,800, 218 | $1,221, 87
Expenditures:
Churches repomng, number. ... .. 1,126 1,185 1,135 v
Amount reported _ . . $3,842,636 | $5,360,446 | $2,489,105 | ... ... -
Pastors’ salaries. %1, 198, 801
All other salarles............ $410, 490
Repairs and improvements. ... ... $341, 786 1184,161,788 | $1,777, (42 |..aoni oo
Payment on church debt, excluding intere! $280, 764
All other current expenses, including interest. $786, 484
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, etc..__.... $75,1938
Home missions. ... .ocrecvacmvnncan . $93, 107
Forelgn missions. .o oorooooannan $44, 310 | (31, 166,911 $536, 817 |ceeonenn
T'o general headquarters for distribution $421,380
All other PUIPOSeS. - muovrecmmwmanannnn $180, 816
Not clagsified. «ooveeoo- JR $40, 747 $175,748 |omeren e eaa
Average expenditure per chureh... ... $3, 413 $4, 600 $2,183 |eremacncne-
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number 1,044 1,038 1,024 885
Officers and teachers . 15,936 13, 084 11, 448 9, 294
F=T) T3 o U 101 843 100,775 84, 655 70, 890

1 Statistics for 1916 and 1906 are those reported for the Augustana Synod of the General Couneil.

2 A minus sign (—) denotes darrease.
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TaBLE 5.,—CrHURCH EXPENDITURES BY StaTes, 1936
EXPENDITURES
Total
Gzocmmégr ADTx’\srxsmN AND | odrer of Rooais
churches || Churches ‘Fotal Pastors’ | Allother | /3"
reporting | amount salaries salaries provements
United States..ocveeenn 6, 84S 5,799 %183, 187,871 |; 84,505,063 | 81,207,018 | 81, 124, 407
NEW ENGLAND:
i [ 8 14,564 5,227 669 564
3 3 9,736 805 1, 009
3 3 2,171 1,424 190 84
39 39 167, 268 58,113 20, 882 12,615
Rhode Island 10 10 42,008 12,530 5,136 2, 821
Conneeticut. 29 29 129,946 33, 537 8,839 9, 664
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York. - 87 87 426,329 117,517 50,200 38, 437
New Jersey. 19 19 73, 878 28,720 5,174 6, 804
Penngylvani 97 97 368, 282 123,073 37, 682 29, 584
EasT NORTH CENTRAL:
oh 279 279 | 1,196,467 346, 251 124,319 88,655
56 56 189, 673 62, 041 23,466 8,233
279 278 | 1,287,146 371,100 144,103 96,710
185 183 598, 282 190, 510 64,742 51,584
854 848 | 1,397,900 487, 708 133, 051 128, 789
WEsT NORTH CENTRAL:
Minnesota. .. 1, 356 1,341 | 2,839,237 948, 803 267, 921 280, 798
451 450 | 1,182,725 430, 847 95, 828 114, 656
22 22 49, 234 20, 220 4,201 1,921
709 784 672,009 205, 974 47,835 54,923
379 374 457, 861 201, 474 28, 506 239, 790
¥ 174 341,823 144, 629 28, 575 18, 986
88 184, 810 77,808 13,482 11, 504
26 25| 143,485 35,322 9,897 9,105
4 4 30,844 8, 785 2,685 8, 900
6 | i} 4, 850 3,047 179 648
21 21 45,875 12,3563 5,045 7,848
8 8 17,131 5,452 160 865
7 7 21,192 8, 087 706 4,923
1 1
L L} 1sam 3,360 315 145
WEST S80UTH CENTRAL!
Arkans . 1 1
Ackansas. ! 10 iasm 6,403 747 7%
Oklahoma, 9 9 12, 888 5, 370 160 352
Texns. _. 227 226 281, 90() 147, 951 22,199 31, 757
MODNTAIN:
Montana 160 155 134, 626 67, 547 5,687 9,519
Idaho_ ... 32 31 42,809 21, 529 2,524 7,378
Wyoning: 5 5 g, 488 , 242 942 675
Colorado 47 47 83, 380 37, 547 6,110 8,557
Utah. o oioer e meneae 4 3 5, 795 3,211 810 775
W ashington 149 140 | 253,148 109, 766 18, 982 18,985
QOregon. .. 43 43, 90, 370 , 842 4,759 6, 680
Califorpta. _...o._ouin. B A 78 249, 641 96, 990 19, 496 13,345

+ Amount for Kentucky combined with figures for Alabama, to avold disclosing the statistics of any indi-

vidual ehareh,
2 Amount for Arkansas comb
viduat church.

ined with figures for Louisiana, to avoid disclosing the statistics of any indi-
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TaBLE B.—CaURCH EXPENDITURES BY StaTes, 1936—Continued

EXPENDITURES—continued
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND Payénegg Othert 1 .

BTATE cn chur currexn Local re- Homa Foreign 0 gen- All other

debt, ex- | expenses, | lief and eral head. £
cluding | including | charity | Dissions | missions Quarters | PUrposes

interest interest
United States........_ 81,074, 987 | 82,409, 337 | 9269, 641 | 5258, 626 8193, 878 (81,656,700 | 8408, 295
Nzw ENGLAND:

Taine. .. 1, 484 4,015 258 787 288 248 124
New Hamp, 1,528 372 150 29 468 831
Vermont. ... 251 10 12 e 200 |oeee ..
Massachusetts._ 34,903 3, 289 2, 209 725 15,138 2, 93¢
Rhode Island.. 8, 790 1,294 91 17 6,370 708
Connecticut. __....____. 39,671 750 3,220 599 8122 20, 724

MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York. ......._._. 38,678 118,103 10, 962 8, 557 3, 778 81,570 8, 520
New Jersey_ _.. 5,191 17,248 1,683 850 295 8, 207 1,637
Pennsylvania 22, 708 85,125 10,230 4,030 2,418 41,392 11,993
EasT NORTH CENTRAL:

3¢} 1 I 139,227 256, 462 32, 486 13,902 9, 561 145,881 39, 634
Indiana. ..o oeeeoo . 14,111 48, 355 1,722 2, 488 1,222 20,242 9, 795
NHnois. ey e . 119, 236 293, 973 32,120 27,439 16,072 | 130,25 56, 108
Michigan_ ... .__ 62, 439 , 306 2, 666 6, 4, 437 &0, 857 21,726
Wiseonsin. . _.pe.oo. . 118,938 217, 645 21,343 27,127 25,184 | 192,621 45,493

WEST NORTH CENTRAL:
Minnesota. 212,005 441,027 50, 713 75,411 68,978 | 376,667 118,916
Towa.._. 50,035 182, 650 20, 838 27, 8653 19,667 | 167,876 53,876
Missour. 3,807 8, 900 491 434 330 6, 971 1, 869
North Dak 48,202 8, 13,304 11,947 12, 381 75,830 23,131
South Dakota A 87,179 7,113 7,870 )y 66,049 70,
ebraska. 21,409 40, 148 . 826 7,847 §, 249 48, 617 18, 537
Kansas.___ 8,347 , 85 4, 596 5,150 27,894 7,601
BouTH ATLANTIC:
aryland.________.. ... 18, 720 51,685 4, 555 1,832 9,826 3,849
Distriet of Columbia._. . 2, 7,378 475 108 1,331
Virginia. ... T T 541 85 . 6 348
West Virginia.__ 2,301 11,195 300 3,879 1,085
North Carolina. .. ... 5, 777 3,049 1,006 635 -
Florida.. oo 5,424 1,766 620 222
EAS}‘{ Sotvrgy CENTRAL:
entucky. oo
e — | S— 662 23 225 55 872 0
WEST SOUTE CENTRAL:
frkansas oo b o 3,600 438 215 o 108 50
520 1 1, 288 2,078 135 ] 885 2,084
35, 736 77,218 9,129 8,430 2,664 37,180 9,826
13,178 21, 305 2,057 1,241 1,275 9, 207 3,612
1, 4, 851 530 504 402 3,183 | 802
1,572 2,118 123 19 511 231
500 15,070 2,088 771 430 8,821 2,186
500 183 11 141 |.... 164
18, 623 44, 857 5, 972 3,040 3,108 22,024 7,111
8, 462 13,446 1,748 1,809 1,350 9, 039 2,226
35, 584 47,023 4,043 4,760 2,745 18, 148 6, 508
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
HISTORY

The American Lutheran Conference is youngest amon ;federa,tions of Lutheran

synods in America. It was organized at Minneapolis, Minn., in October 1930 by
-delegates elected by the following groups: The Augustana Synod, the Buffalo

Synod, the Jowa Synod, the Joint Sgnod of Ohio, the Lutheran Free Church, the
Norwegian Lutheran Ghureh of merica, and the United Danish Lutheran
Church. That same year three of the above, the Buffalo S8ynod, the Iowa Synod,
and the Ohio Synod, were merged under the name American Lutheran Church,

The conference is constituted at this date as at the beginning, though with five
synods instead of seven,

Its doctrinal position is stated in Article IT of its constitution:

The American Tutheran Conference accepts the canonical books of the Old
and the New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the only infallible
authority in all matters of faith and life; and the symbolical books of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church as the true presentation of the pure doctrine
of the Word of God and a summary of the faith.

A more detailed statement as to doctrine and principle is found in the so-called
““Minneapolis Theses' of November 18, 1925. These were the basis upon which
‘the call was issued and the federation achieved.

The conference is a federation of independent synods sach remaining sovereign
in its own field. :

ORGANIZATION

The constitution sets out the follbwing:

This organization is founded for the purpose of giving testimony to the
unity in the faith of the participating church bodies, and to this end has as
its objects: :

1. gﬁ[utual counsel concerning the faith, life, and work of the church.

2. Cooperation in matters of common interest and responsibility, such as:
{a) Allocation of work in home mission fields; (b) elementary and higher
Christian eddcationy éc) inner “mission work (Christian social service);
(d) student service in State schools and umniversities; () special missionary
activities; (f) joint publication of Christian literature; (g) periodic exchange
of theological professors at the theological seminaries, ete.

-~ WORK

Among achievements ollowing may be listed: Regionsl home mission
committees for adjustment of overlapping fields of labor have been established
wovering the United States and Canada. A joint theological magazine “The
Journal of the ‘Americsn Taitheran Conference’’ is in its third vear. A joint
secretaryghip for student .work ab nonchurch-related colleges and universities

has been established. ¥ o
The conference meets biennially‘and funections in interims through commissions

under the general supervision of the executive committee.

1 This statement ﬁss h"]mlshed*by’ Dr. T, F.'Gullixson, president, Américan Lutheran Conference.




AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
STATISTICS

The American Lutheran Church was formed in 1930 by a merger of three con-
stituent bodies, namely, the Lutheran Synod of Buffalo, the Evangelical Lutheran
Joint Synod of Ohio and Qther States, and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of
Towa and Other States. These bodies were reported separately in 1924, hence
there are no comparative data for the Ameriean Lutheran Church.

TasrLe L.—SuMMARY or StaTIsTICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, 1936

|
,[ PERCENT OF
In urban In rural TOTAL !
ITEM Total territory | territory |~————
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number . — 1,803 482 1,821 28,7 73.3
Members, NUMDAL .. oo rverecnen - 499,899 227,390 272, 508 45.8 54.5
Average membership per church_ ... . 27 472 208§
Membership by sex:
Male. o eamae e 230, 257 100, 705 128, 562 43.7 56.3
Female. ... - 256, 265 121, 578 134, 688 47.4 52,6
BSex not reported._______ - 13,377 5,109 8, 268 38.2 6L8
Males per 100 females. ... ... ..o 89.9 82.8 06.2 1 e
Membership by age:
Under 18 years. .. ieaan 129,713 57,421 72,202 44.3 55.7
13 years and over. - 360, 250 163, 889 1986, 361 45.5 M5
Age notreported_ . ..._.__ - 9, 936 8, 080 3,856 61.2 38.8
Percent under 13 years? - 26.5 25.9 2609 joe e
Church edifices, number.... 1,717 450 1,258 28.7 73.3
Value—number reportin; 1,607 457 1, 240 28.9 73.1
Amount reported. .. $27, 690, 047 {|$16, 680, 601 1511, 000, 446 60.3 29.7
Constructed prio - $26, 849, 210 [1$16, 193, 800 |$10, 655, 410 60.3 39.7
Constructed, wholly or inpart, in 1936.:  $840, 837 $495, 801 $345, 036 59.0 41.0
Average value per church - $14, 317 $386, 520 $8, 871 b fecenas
Debt~number reporting. 528 268 260 50.8 40.2
Amount reported. .. $4, 513, 606 || $3, 582, B&4 $930, 722 79.4 20,8
Number reporting “‘no d 846 133 713 15.7 84.3
Parsonages, number 1,245 377 30.3 69.7
Value—number reporting. . 1,194 366 828 30.7 69.3
Amount reported ... ..o $4, 827,070 1| $2,158, 540 | $2, 668, 530 44.7 55.3
Expenditures: .
Churches reporting, number. 1,799 482 1,317 26.8 73.2
Amount reported. ... -1 34,607, 19511 2,459,071 | $2,238 124 | 52.4 47.6
Pastors' salaries. $1, 659, 517 $707, 240 $952, 277 42,6 57. 4
All other salaries $413, 362 $278, 529 $136, 823 66.9 33.1
Repairs and improve $385, 319 $180, 886 $185,433 49.3 50.7
Payment on church debt, excluding inter-
$447, 951 $266, 594 $181, 357 52.5 40.5
$928, 700 $603, 027 $323, 673 65.1 34.9
$103, 803 $59, 915 $43, 888 57.7 42,3
Home missiong. ._.__. $53, 855 22, 430 $31, 425 41.6 58. 4
Foreign missions. $33, 760 $14, 862 $18, 898 44.0 56.0
To general headquarters for X 3 $289, 961 45.9 5.1
All other purposes. ... _..__... $136, 554 $72,165 $64, 389 52.8 47.2
Average expenditure per church $2, 611 35, 102 $1,608 | e
S8anday schools:
Churches reporting, number. ..., 1, 658 460 1,198 27.7 72.3
Officers and teachers. - 18, 434 8, 542 9,892 48.3 53.7
Beholars . i as 165, 947 84, 538 81,409 50.9 49.1
Summer vacation Bible schools:
Churches reporting, number. - 570 151 419 26,5 73.5
Officers and teachers..______ 1, B59 822 1,037 4.2 55.8
Seholars. e e 20, 286 8, 547 11,739 42,1 57.9
Weekday religious schools:
Churches reporting, number. ... 644 - 215 429 33.4 66.8
Officers and teachers. - 1,152 457 695 39.7 60.3
Scholars. . 14, 405 7,128 7,277 49. 5 50.5
Parochial schools:
Churches reporting, number. 40 17 = 2 D S,
Officers and teachers.._.....__ ) R 185 g7 88 52.4 47.6
[T e () SR ' 2,694 1,815 879 67.4 32.8

1 Percent not shown where base isless than 100. 2 Based on membership with age classificationreported.

18
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TABri 2.—Numbrn anD MeMBERSHI®P oF CHURCHES IN UBRBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY AND MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, BY STATES, 1936

NUMBER OF

CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS MEMRBERSHIP BY SEX
GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION
AND BTATE v R Se%r Males
- u- no per
Tatal ban | Tal Total || Urban | Rural | Male | Female re | 100 fo-
ported| males
‘ United States........ 1,803 482 {1,321 |498, 869 ||227,390 |272, 509 {230, 257 (256, 265 |13, 877 89.9
” 1 . MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
| New York_........... 34 18 161 9,227 6226 | 3,001 { 4085 | 5142 [ ___ __ 9.4
Pennsylvania. ....... 50 30 20 | 20,727 [ 17,917 | 2,810 | 8,605 ! 9,097 | 2,125 8.1
272 107 | 165 |101,959 i1 62,475 | 39,484 | 45,419 | 53,012 84,2
Indiana.. 42 | 18 26 1 12,386 6,475 { 5,011 1 5,888 87.9
TNlinols... 98 25 73 | 31,458 1} 13,143 | 18,315 | 14,758 | 18, 700 88.4
Michigan 84 42 42 | 35,0584 || 26,166 | 8 888 | 16,345 | 18,700 87.4
‘Wisconsin, .........._ 174 47 | 127 | 62,511 }| 38,331 | 20,180 | 28,803 | 31,254 92.2

WEST NoRTH CENTRAL:
Minnesota 33,379 || 10,461 | 22,918 | 15,646 | 16,505 | 1,138

27 96 94,3
179 27 | 152 ) 52,224 1] 13,671 93,1
17 2 157 2,960 262 101.0
135 5| 130 | 18,124 1,561 100.9
82 3 79 1 13,043 888 97.1
80 [ 74 | 19,422 1,587 103.3
41 4 37 | 6,880 846 100.0
BouTH ATLANTIC:
aryland._ ... ... ... 25 11 14 | 10,475 7,012 80.1
District of Columbia.. 3 [ 25 SO—— 1,381 1,381 8L.2
Vi e ——— 5o ] 408 |l ... 87.9
‘West Virginia . 21 4 171 3,406 1,352 86.3
North Carolina. .. ... 8 3 5| 1,913 899 83.1
East Bours CENTRAL:
| IR I 1 124 ... 124 6l o)
3 2 473 473 e 182 62.6
‘WEsT BouTH CENTRAL:
Arki i ————— 1 ) N DR 229 90.8
4 4 816 64.2
T 1 (] 854 89.4
208 38 | 185 i 43,660 915
L4 1 10 £6.9
WA 8 B 1080~ 1011
1wy 12 71 8,904 9.7
: |87 i3] 241 5204 87.3
OQregon. . . .oopecraennn 11 8 51 2262 80,4
California............. 20 18 2 3 85,5

y

 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100.
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TapLE 3.—NUMBER AND MEMBERsHI® oF CHURCHES, MEMBERSAIP BY Acm,
AND SUNDAY ScHOOLE, BY STATES, 1936

MEMBERSHIP BY AGE BUNDAY SCHOOLS
Totgl It\)Tumf-
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | number | ber of
AND BTATE o mem- || Under | 18 Angg Pe‘; Churches Omo&ers Sehol
churches)  bers 13 | 08 report- under | Teport- téach- ars
Jears | over {.ed | 131 Ing ers
United States....ecan- 1,808 409, 898 {1120, 713 (360,250 | 9, 93¢ | 28.5 1,658 | 18,484 |185, 947
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:

34| 9,22 2,503 | 6,634 | ... 28,1 32 449 | 3,486
50 | 20,727 4,978 | 13,571 | 2,178 | 28,8 46 880 | 8 808
272 1101,950 i{ 24,537 | 75628 | 1,796 | 24.5 263 | 4,207 | 46,021
42 | 12,386 3479 | 8007 |.eenon 28.1 40 4721 5,184
08 | 31,458 8,260 | 22,952 246 | 26.5 951 1,084 1 9,080
84 | 85 054 8,312 | 25242 | 1,500 | 248 1,215 | 11,040
174 { 62,511 | 14,393 | 458066 | 2,252 | 23.0 137 1 1,470 | 11, 547
123 | 33,379 8,966 | 24,000 3271 27,1 114 | 1,147 | B, 547
170 | 52,224 {| 14,261 | 37,833 130§ 27.4 166 | 1,747 | 13,325
171 2,980 7761 2,185 |._.._...] 26.2 18 108 679
135 | 18,124 5,612 | 12,484 3L0 124 596 | 4,608
82 | 13,043 4,114 | B, 490 430 | 32.6 78 468 | 3,220
! 80 | 19,422 5,403 | 14,019 | .- 21.8 77 663 | 5,380
% 41| 6,880 1,820 | 4,550 0L | 28.5 274 | 2,408
25 | 10, 475 3, 546 34.2 25 805 | 5812
31 1,38 368 2.7 3 80 655
Virg 5 498 162 32.5 4 36 304
West Virginia__ 21| 3,405 1,001 20.4 20 109 | 1,949
North Carclina 8] 1,913 708 37.0 8 104 | 1,111
1 124 2 98 | 2L0 1 9 115
3 473 187 808 | ooaeee 35.3 3 25 340
1 17,0 1 10 90
4 8.7 4 56 368
7 23,2 6 33 269
203 25,2 175 | 1,586 | 13,023
1 950 368 38.4 10 55 330
i L050 800 28,6 49 377
19 | 3,904 1,248 32.0 19 1511 1,254
| 871 5204 1,507 30.7 31 213 | 1,619
131 2,252 460 20.8 i3 1256 | 1,085
20| 3,348 1,050 3L5 18 218 | 2,036

1 Based on membership with age classification reported.
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TABLE 4.—VALUE oF CHUROHES AND PARSONAGES AND AMOUNT OF CHURCH
Degr BY STaATES, 1936

[Separate presentation Is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices}

VALUE OF CHURCH | DEBT ON CHURCH | VALUE OF PARSON-
EDIFICES EDIYICES AGES

§ i
<
Slal oz ¥ g
o E £ pes =8
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND & G b
BTATE g 3 2 2 S
5 g & a8 i3
2 - 2
AR R REEINE I I R
o o
k] k| g g
& | =z 8 4 ) g & 3
United States. ... 1,803 | 1,717 1,697 827,600,047 | 528 | 84,513,608 | 1,184 | 84, 627,070
MIDDLE ATLARTIC:
New York..commecnue- 34 32 32 821, 880 17 237,619 19 121,000
Pennsylvania. ...oaen- 50 50 501 1,699,170 27 360,074 32 225, 300
EasT NoRTH CENTRAL:
Ohio. 272 273 270 | 7,800,495 951 1,180,450 188 083, 26%
42 41 41 764, 476 14 136,125 31 115, 700
a8 97 97 1 1,717,300 31 138, 570 76 337,600
84 83 82 , 050 a3 808, 568 85 204, 780
174 168 | 165 | 2,908,209 86 421,681 103 508, 720
123 121 §; 121 | 1,506, 600 38 218, 524 89 358, 802
179 174 178 | 2,026,970 52 171,134 142 613, 550
17 18 18 125, 100 5 34, 507 11 28, 300
135 128 127 470, 800 17 2,375 o7 155, 360
82 79 76 426,720 12 18, 088 40 118,300
80 74 ki 8186, 800 17 61, 001 64 188, 85y
41 38 37 248, 800 @ ), 969 23 80, 500
25 %4 24 833, 430 18 286 17 108, 200
3 3 3 353, 000 3 108, 900 1 ﬂ;
v 5 4 4 [ (R O ¢
‘West Virginia......-- 21 20 20 300