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TABLE 1.—SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerRITORY, 1936—Continned

TERCENT (lnr
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
ITEY Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Sunday schools: .
Churches reporting, number .. cvoonenans 422 177 245 419 58.1
Officers and teachers. .ol 2,760 1,238 1, 522 44.9 551
BOhOIArS. < v e oo e 13, 872 6,488 7,084 47.8 62.2
Summer vacation Bible schools:
Clhurehes reporting, number. .. .. ..oo.o ... 13 8 70 T .
Officers and teachers....cc.cueroaevmoeeaooon 56 40 U PN .
BehOIArS. . oo e m e 460 335 1256 72.8 27,2
Weekday religious schools:
Churches reporting, number. ... .. ..ccauaeoon 6 2 [ DU S
Officers and teachers. . o ooooiiioioann 29 8 b3 I (R S
Seholars. - oot cemeea e e 201 20 181 10.0 90,0
Parochial schools:
Chunrches reporting, number ... ... 1 N ORI PR
Officers and teachers 8 - 20 P S,
Beholars. - o oo 32 -1/ 20 Y [

1 Percent not shown where base is Iess than 100.

Comparative data, 1906—-36.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for compari-
son, a summary of the available statistics of the Colored Primitive Baptists for
the censug years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TasLp 2.—~CoMpaRATIVE SuMMARY, 1906 To 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations), number ... vcmecnen 1,009 025 336 87
Increase ! over preceding consus:
NUIMDBOL. . . o cccecmcc s e mam e 84 589 —A4B] |
Porcont. . e 9,1 175.3 =578 |eccmmmceene
Members, number. e menonno = 43, 807 43, 978 15,144 35,076
Incrense ! ovor preceding census:
INUIDEE. .« - v e m e e e ~81 28, 834 —19,932
Pereent. . comeoueam e em ~0.2 190.4 —G6. 8
Average membership per church 4 48 485
Church edifices, number ...__..____.. J—— 880 [N 238
Value—number reporting. «o-coreummrecmmmcccmaee 876 87 164 501
Amount reported. . _....._. -1 %1, 643, 804 $171, 518 $154, 690 $296, 530
Average vaiue. per church. ... _— 31,8 $1,971 $043 $502
Debt—numbor reporting. ... - 5 46 34
Amount reported. - oveeeen e ———— $68, 285 $9, 703 $8, 607 $8, 968
Parsonages, RUMBO . aer o pvasmvmm cm e e e e 48 (RSP
Value—number reporting. . - 44 | 12 21
Amount 18ported. - oo e ceaana - $76, 066 $13, 040 $10, 005
Ezpenditures: i
Ohurcheg reporting, number.. . . . 036 i1 170
Amount reported. ... _.__.._. $207, 362 $30, 419 $22, 881
Pastors’ salaries. .. $108, 539
All other salaries_._....... $16, 003
Repairs and improvements._. ... S $18, 006 $26, 874 $20,000 foveeeoaemeee
Payment on church debt, excluding 1 _ $13, 482
All other curront expenses, including interes: $21, 051
Local reliet and charity, Red Cross, ete $7, 610
Home missiong $2, 803
Forelgn missions. ... $45 $12, 052 $2,881 |oncceamaes
To general headquarters for . $9, 065
All other purposes e - $9, 827
Not clagsified - b3 07 S TR (VSR
Averago oxpenditure per churc $222 $358 $185 [eeommcnn -
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number 422 24 87 160
Officors and teachers. ... 2,760 179 406 911
Beholars. v 18, 572 2,278 2,201 6, 224

1 A minus sign (~) denotes decroase.
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State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the sbatistics for the Colored Primi-
tive Baptists by States. Table 3 gives for each State for 1936 the number and
membership of the churches classified aceording to their location in urban or rural
terrifory, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools. Table 4
gives for gelected States the number and membership of the churches for the four
census years 1906 to 1938, together with the membership for 1936 classified as
‘“‘under 138 years of age'” and ‘13 years of age and over.” Table 5 shows the
value of churches and parsonages and the amount of debt on church edifices
for 1936, Table 6 presents, for 1936, the church expenditures, showing separately
current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing
the financial statistics of any individual church, separate presentation in tables
5 and 6 is limited o those States in which three or more churches reported value
and expenditures.

TABLE 3.—NumBER AND Mamsrrsarr or CHuRcams IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerrIToRY, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, AND SUNDAY ScHOOLS, BY SraTES, 1036

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP BY SUNDAY

CHLURCHES MEMBERS SEX SCHOOLS
" g 1 L]
@ D
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION w (Po = 1 E ®
AND STATE | s8] B "B
I
=1 Bl ow
I B2 2818|838 |s5(8% 5528 ¢
o oS oo =
o b (=} (= o Q = Tt
Ellp|Rle |B|&]|2|&la @ B0 |a

!

United States._.... 1,000) 363| 656/43, 897|(18, 414/25,483(13,318(26, 919 660 44,5 422/ 2, 78013, 572

NEW ENGLAND:
Connecticut --.. .. . 1 | D 34 FiE T PR— 9 -7 [ VRSN SRR SR R
MIDDLE ATLANTIC
oW York. ] I 126
New Jersey. 4 ] P— 167
Pennsylvania 19 18 il 798
EAsT NORTH CENTRAL:
301 (e T, 13 12 1} 208
2 | P— 53
8 <] N 188]
3 ! 110,
WEST NORTH CENTRAL;
L1111 I § 3| 2l 144 118 31 15 28] 101)... 1 11 65
Kansas. . ._.coennnn 7 4 3 71 30 41 18 5131 [ . 1 18
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Maryland oo ) ¥ S— 1 15 ...... 15 9 <] O DU I ISR
District of Columbia, 1 || S 10) | — 3 4 VRSSO S N SO
rginia. .. 72 4| 68| 1, 330 70| 1,266] 412] 905| 19| 45.5 7 53| 278
West Virginia.... 1 1 50 22| 1] A DRSO S I
North Carolina._._..| 10|l 38 81 3,6840,( 1,762 1,887) 952| 2,613] 84| 86.4] 18| 145 774
8outh Carolina. MNemeool 2] LIB| ..o 11 52 (1] [ — 2 1 55
Georgla._ S| 172l b4 118] 4, 385() 1,0666] 2,710 1,116] 3,230 30| 345 18 08 482
Filorida... 150{( 68| 82( 0,870{| 6,043| 3,827| 2,067| 6,003(.....| 43.0l 139 8u0| 4,382
Basr JouTH CENTRAL:
Rentucky . ceueo-.. g g 1 474 458 16 140| 303 31| 46,2 4 280 111
Tennesses.... 121 44| 67| 4,649] 2,710] 1,030 1,268 3,164 219 40.0] 35 240| 1,343
Alabama.._. .| 168 31| 138]12,079|| 2,001] 9,088| 3,904| 7,907| 88| 40.9] 118 780| 3,778
Mississippl.cannenc-. 20 5| 24] 674 94! 580 221] 453|-.... 48.8 [i 26 133
West 80UTE CENTRAL: :
25 8| 17| 401)) 148] 343] 156 335|..... 48,6 2 10 57
5 1 4 175 10[ 165 al 181 i1 ] O (RN SR
2 2 7l 258 66 192 91 167 . 54,5 3 16| 56
G4]| 18] 88| 3,676|| 1,420( 2,247 1, 215| 2,461|__... 40.4/  46) 328] 1,343

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100.
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TasLs 4.~NomMsEr AND Mausrrsuir oF CEURcHES, 1906 To 1936, aND MEM-
BERSHIP BY Age IN 1936, BY STATES

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1936, 1626, 1916, or 1906]

NUMBER OF
CHURCHES

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1036

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND

STATE Un- | 18 Age Per-
1036 1026 | 1916 | 1906 | 1936 | 1026 | 1916 | 1906 |der 18| Y528 not re- u";(’fgr
years | oo | Ported) “y gy
United States........_. 1,000| 25| 338] 787|483, 80|48, 0Y8|15, 144135, 076| 1,644(39; 501| 2,663( 4.0
MIDDLE, ATLANTIC!
New York.-_

New Jersey.
Pennsylvania.

EAsa }I;Tomn CENTRAL:

WesT NORTH CENTRAL:
issourl. 144| oo
Kansas._ 71 114
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Virginia.... .| 72| 30 31| 64]1,336] 438
Waest Virgini 4 L] E—— 62| 11

North Carolin

9 14| 10 5] 474| B30
121 85| 21| 03| 4,649 2,485

160 188 38| 188(12,079,15,177
Mississippi-.- 7L 874 43

West SOUTE CENTRAL:

Arkansas. ..-... 250 26 81 19] 491] 1,441
Louisiana.. . Bl 18 9 4| 175 004
Oklahoma._ [0} | (R 5| 268 44
T OXBS e e rmmmmem e eme 54 61 8| 43] 3,676 1,580
Other States...ccouvmnnn 27 ] P - 2271 119

101 1, lgg 101 .9
TTUE3| 8,228 TEGBlT L6
86| 3, 609 601 2,2
515)-0,201| 184] 6.3
1 473 2
72| 4,452 125 1.6
606(10,878| ~ 545|  5.7
22 564 38 3.8
0] 460 12| 21
a| 10 3| 8.4

8 165 85 4.6
148| 3,131 300 4.8
11 216} e eaa 4,8

1 Based on membership with age classifieation reported.

1 Inclndes: Connecticut, 1; Indiana, 2; Maryland, 1; District of Columbia, 1; and South Carolins, 2.
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TaBLE 5.—~VALUR oF CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES AND AMOUNT oF CHURCH

DesT BY StATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices)

VALUE OF CHURCH | DEBT ON CHURCI | VALUE OF PAR-
Total | Num- EDIFICES EDIFICES SONAGES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | number | ber of
AND STATE " m‘h c(lililflireh Churel Church ch ' h
churches| edifices urches urches urches
reporting | ATOURE | fonorting | AOURY| fononting | Amount
United States.__..__ 1, 008 889 876 (81,843,804 98 | $68, 285 44 | 376,088
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New Jorsey.... 6 4 4 14, 800 4 4, 480 1 ")
Penngylvania 19 1 9 78, 350 3| 14,800 4 15, 600
EAST Noxfm CENTRAL'
Qhi 13 i} 5 9,027 2 5,000 | e
8 5 5 8, 500 1] 1,000 1 m
WEgT NortH CENTRAL'
Missourio.o oo 5 3 3 11,700 2 1, 100 1 1
EAD888 oo 7 8 3 1 R I 1 {
SOUTH ATLANTIC!
rginia. oo 72 64 62 55, 994 5 ()€ 30 R I
West Virginia. 4 4 3 2400 foeeen - RO R S
North Carolina 119 105 103 | 113,617 7 2, 598 4 1,700
eorgin_ ... - 172 165 164 | 157,271 7 2,425 | el
Florida o cveeoeeme 150 144 144 | 497,300 18 | 10,464 25 46, 850
EAs? SOUTH CENTRAL;
Kentueky...cowoomn. U] 8 3 10, 200 2 1,400 [ omaas
PONIOESEE. < oaem o 121 101 100 | 213,281 11 5,300 | ocee oo
Alabama._._____.__._. 169 154 153 | 338, 605 20| 11,994 5 4, 504
Mississippi. .o ooones 20 27 brg 23, 854 3 N 3 P
‘WEsT S0UTH OENTRAL:
ArKansas. . .cocoooenn. 25 21 21 13,145
Louiglana.. 8§ 4 4 5 800
Oklahoma.. 9 8 8 , 100
MK <. | 54 44 43 65, 824
Other States_....._. 13 8 27 10,236 [oom oo o 1 8,352

! Amount included in figures shown for “Other States,” to avoid disclosing the statistics of any individual

churol

2 Includes: Connecticut, 1; Indlans, 2; Michigan, 1; Mary]and 1; and South Carolina, 2,
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TaBre 6.—CHURCH EXPENDITURES BY StaTes, 1936

[Separata presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

149

EXPENDITURES
Total
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND | number Reng
STATH of s’ epairs
Churches Total Pastors All other :
churches ¢ and im-
reporting | amount salaries salaries provements
United States.._.__..._.. 1,009 035 8207, 862 8108, 539 8185, 008 $18, 808
MADDLE ATLANTIC:
New York. ooocooceaoooaoe 3 3 1,037 603 | cmmmmccamn | mmm e
New Jorsoy.. 6 5 2,708 1, 050 278 51
Pennsylvania. ccooeveeooen 19 19 8,617 2,712 407 465
13 13 4,076 1, 310 28 |
8 8 2,638 827 119 150
3 3 816 169 301 90
‘West NORTH CENTRAL:,
MISSOUrf- oo 5 4 802 120 187 50
KANSAS o iec e 7 7 144 87 |cwmcemmccee 16
SOUTH ATLANTIC;
irginia, 72 64 5,008 2, 232 358 770
North Carolina.. 119 100 14,702 5, 847 867 3,109
Georgia, 172 149 18,083 11, 516 047 2,105
Florlda.. oo 150 148 58,402 34, 546 4, 626 3, 504
TEAsT BouTH CENTRAL:
BLCC 4 TART) 9 9 2,407 966 232 121
PeNNE88EO s mmm e mem oo 121 115 26, 084 13,731 2,000 1,004
AlRbAmA e 149 163 41, 561 21, 467 3,162 5, 200
Misstssipplococc oo ceaae 29 20 2,877 1,712 207 204
WEST S0UTH OENTRAL:
.................. 25 21 1,530 887 1 117
............ 3 4 806 &16 60 30
............ ¢ 8 976 (27 [ 53
..................... b4 it § 13,179 6, 831 819 1,471
............... 11 19 1,631 710 229 120

t Includes: Connectient, 1; Indiana, 2; Maryland, 1; District of Columbia, 1; West Virginia, 2; and

South Caraling, 2.
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Tapin 6.—CHURCE EXPENDITURES BY StaTms, 1936—Continued

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting)

EXPENDITURES—Continued

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND Paytllnem,;] Othert TLogal -
STATE ' on church| curren 0cal 16| proms | Forelgn 0gen: | 4 thor
dabt, |expenses,| Hef and - eral head-
oxcluding| including| charity | [isslons | missions ", ppery’| PUrDOSES
interest | interest
TUnited States__..__._..._.. 813,482 | $21, 061 87, 619 $2, 808 8457 39, 666 89, 827
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York oo ooomceaaeae 200 113 13 48
New Jersey.- - 397 100 87 49
Pennsylvania 2,302 107 91 215
EAST NORTH CENTRAL:
Ohi 742 1,377
1,085
b1 A R 38 40
DY 2 PURRRRREPI VS URIOI RSO RRRR [N 26
BOUTH ATLANTIC:
Virginda. ..o e 842 415 238 180 .o 101 153
Nerth Carolina 1,106 1, 604 373 341 151 537 677
(€110 ¢:41: W 232 1,084 206 B8 e 1,008 1,122
Florid8. e cevma e e 1,912 2,978 3,126 010 76 4, 591 2,133
EaAar SOUTH CENTRAL:
Eentueky o oo caeiec e 300 632 4[N P S, 31 136
Tennesses.... 1,204 3, 687 972 100 {oceemenns 781 1, 665
Alsbama.... 2,303 38, 300 1, 581 508 144 1,748 1, 062
Mississippl.ooee e 115 367 65 14 1 4 57
WEST SoutH CENTRAL:
231 31 )L 3 PR & 490
94 52 L1 P - [
50 25 - e 36
821 369 434 88 368 054
202 03 - 86 71
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The history of the Colored Primitive Baptists is the same as that of the white
Primitive Baptists up %o the time of the Civil War. During slave times the
colored Primitive Baptists had full membership in the white churches, although
seats were arranged for them in a separate part of the house. Before the war
some of the colored members of the churches were engaged in the work of the
ministry, many of thpm being considered very able defenders and exponents of
the doctrine of the Bible. Such men were sometimes bought from their owners
and set free to go out and preach where they felt it was the Lord’s will for them

to go.

After the Negroes were freed, many of them desiring to be set apart into
churches of their own, the white Primitive Baptists granted them letters certify-
ing that they were in funl fellowship and good standing; white preachers organized
them into separate churches, ordained their preachers and descons, and set
them up in proper order, throughout the South; and thus, gradually, the colored
Primitive Baptists became a separate denomination.

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

The doetrinal principles and the polity of the Colored Primitive Baptists are
precisely the same as those of the white Primitive Baptists. Tach local chureh
is an independent body and has control of its own affairs, receiving and dis-
ciplining its own members; there is no appeal to a higher court.

About the year 1900 a “progressive’” move was introduced among the Colored
Primitive Baptists, and a large number of them began the organization of aid
societies, conventions, and Sunday schools, some of these organizations being
based on the payment of money—things which the Primitive Baptists have not
engaged in and whieh they have always protested against.

1 No revision. of history, doctrimcsi or organization was furnished by this body for 1836, hence this state-

1ment; is the samo as that published in Religlous Bodies, vol. II, 1026. No data are available for “Work”’
n 1936.
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STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Two-Seed-in-the~-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists
for the year 1936 is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of
these figures between urban and rural territory.

The membership of this denomination consists of those persons who have been
admitted to the local churches upon profession of faith and baptism by immersion.

TaBrLe L.—SUMMARY oOF Sraristics PoR Cuurcums IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerrITORY, 1936

PERCENT  OF

H
Tn urhan In ruaral TOTAL

ITEM Total torritory | torritory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number. ......_... 16 2 B 20 ER R,
Members, DUMDBL .« v recero e cma e mem e ammce 201 65 136 32.3 67.7
A.verage mombership per chureh.. ... .. 13 33 TV I N P,
Membership by sex:
MAlB. e e - e 66 28 o170 [ NI .

Female. ... . 107 37 70 34,6 65,4
Sex not reported.......-. b2 30 | PO 2 N IR AR,
Males per 100 females 2. oene ——— {1390 | ROSENRY [ESUCIORRPIOUIN IR SR,

Membership by ape:
Under 13 yearS ..o oo
13 years and over.
Agemnotreported. oo

Church edifices, number.. ..o coeaonos R, 13 2 )1 O PSR N
Valug—numnber reporting - 13 2
Amount reported. _..o..... $6, 600 $1, 300
Construected prior to 1938 $5, 800 $1, 300
Consiructed, wholly or in part, in 1036. 3800 [Jommmrmaacane
Avoerage value per church $608 $650
Number reporting “‘no debt* 5
Expenditures: .
Churches reporting, number. . ....owvcoceoaan 10 1 L P R
Amount reported... ... .. $660 160 $600 24.2 75,8
Repalrs and improvements $260 $100 $160 38.5 86L&
Payment on church debt, excluding inter-
T U U, $120 |[-mcmmaceae $120 |amecanon 100.0
All other current expenses, including in-
BOTeS . e e $208 $50
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete $10 b
All other pPUrPOSes.. .vec e ocmeee $62
Average expenditure per church $66

1 Porcent not shown where base is lass than 100,
* Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100,

Comparative data, 1906-836,—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of the Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit
Predestinarian Baptists for the census years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906.

152
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Tasre 2.—COMPARATIVED SUMMARY,‘ 1906 ro 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations), number........_______. 18 27 18 55
Increase } over preceding census;
Number, - .cocemvmmcmmnens —21 R
Percent I oo e G G PSSP
Members, number 304 679 781
Increase ! over proceding consus:
umber —103 —378 =102 j_ .
Percent. . . —38.9 —b6, 2 L 1 N O,
Average memb 13 11 14 14
Church edifices, number. ......_.. 13 24 37 38
Valug—number reporting. 13 2 35 2
Amount reported. .. - $6, 600 $19, 350 $23, 050 $21, 500
Average value per ehureh. . oo 306 $684 $672
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. . ... oovrvarnicnann.. 10 20 g I,
Amount reported. _.-..o..oomnn $660 $473 BL70 |ccmae -
Ropairs and improvements -- $200
Payment on chureh debt, excluding interest.... .- $120 $288 $170 e cmaeas
All other current expenses, including interest.. . 208

Local relief and charity, Red Crass, ote
All other PUrPOSeS- oo cacmnme e
Not classified. - vovumeeee .
Average expenditure per chureb- .o _....-

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease,
1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables—Tables 3, 4, and 5 present the statistics for the Two-Seed-in-
the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists by States, Table 3 gives for each State for
1936 the number and membership of the churches classified according to their
location in urban or rural territory and the membership classified by sex. Table 4
gives the number and membership of the churches for the four census years 1906
to 1936, together with the membership for 1936 classified as “13 years of age
and over,” so far as reported. Table 5 shows, for 1936, the value of church
edifices and the church expenditures, showing separately current expenses,
improvements, benevoleneces, etc.

Ecclesiastical divisions.—Table 6 presents, for each association of the Two-
Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists, the more important statistical data
for 1936 shown by States in the preceding tables, including number of churches,
membership, value of chureh edifices, and expenditures,

Taptd 3.—NumMBER AND MpmeeErsgir oF CHURcHDS IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, AND MEMBERSHIP BY Sux, BY SraTms, 1936

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
CHURCHES MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY SEX
GROGRAPHIC DIVISION L | =8
AND STATE e | =T | g
g = g s | 3|58 |23 g
— = £
|8 | 2|28 8|8 |gB|as
= B [~ B =] R~ & B o|w AR
United States._______ oo 18 2 14| 201 85 136 88 107 28 | 817
EasT SoutH CENTRAL: "
Kentueky .o emae [ PR 1] L1 | D 46 13 24 [+ 3 R
Tennesses. 9 1 8 98 8 90 28 51 19 ...
Alabama. e 1 b I 57 74 T 25 82 |cmmen e eee

1 Ratio not shown whore number of fernales is less than 100.
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Tasry 4.—NuMBErR AND MEMBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, 1006 T0 1936, AvD MEM-
BERSHIP BY A@m 1N 1936, By SraTBS

. MEMBERSHIP BY
NUMEER OF CHURCHES | NUMBDER OF MEMBERS AGE, 1030
STATE
- 13 years|Age not
1938 | 1926 | 1918 | 1908 | 1936 | 1026 | 1018 | 1906 | and re-
over |ported
United States. ... _.oeooooo. 18 27 48 65| 201 ) 804 | @70 | 781 173 28
InAI808 oo ne 4
IMinofs. 3
Missour! 1
{16374 1 S IPRIY I 1 4
B2 051 T U ES PUSN 2 3
I3V 7011 o R 6 9 6
3 ) T 9 13 19
Alabama. .o 1 2 3
ATKANSAS. o oo m i [cn e e 2
10).0: - TSRS SR T, 3

TaBLe 5.—VaLun

or CHURCHES AND

CourcH EXpENDITURES BY STATES, 1936

E = VALUE OF
E o CHURCH EXPENDITURES
'g % EDIFICES
5 |8, "
a4 ) TR g ue )
sTATE Blcglle & 18 || 59 |°59 594 | 8» 1 &
g o g wB| 2 5§ |.oCu|Edy | 3% | B
Y 88| » |82 ] 0 ga2%888,. ~3 |88
& s 251 8 || By |feogiediyl 9 {24
2 =] g A=) — a2 ER IR <-4
2|5 B8 5§ |B%) B | B |B555|BESE| %3 |3
gla (8 | <18 18 || g8 |8 S S® |9
United States_.__. 161 13l 13iseec0l 10 ]seeo || @eeo| s120 | 208 g0 | gae
6 3 3| 000 4] 164 f|oe e 122 | 42
T enmosse o 8 } 110 15,700 | 6] 486 260 | 120 86 0| w2

! Amount for Alabsma combinad with figures for Tennossee, to avoid disclosing the statistics of any

individual church.

Tasue 6.—NumBER AND MpMBuRsSEIP oF CHURCHES, VALUE oF CruUrCHE
EprricEs, AND EXPENDITURES, BY ABSOCIATIONS, 1936

VALUE OF CHURCH .
Total | \umber “EDIFICES EXPENDITURES
A8SOCIATION “mé‘rb“ ofb
churches | MCEBES Y Ghurches Churches
reporting | ATOUDS | fonorping | Amount

Total. e 18 201 13 26, 800 10 2880
Oaney Fork. .o iiaiann 7 7 7 8, 600 3 316
Drakes Creek. . [i] 46 3 000 4 164
Richland Creek. 3 76 3 2, 200 3 180
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

.The Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists arose, as a distinet body
in America, in the second half of the eighteenth century, by a protest of the more
rigid against what some considered a general laxity of doctrine and looseness of
church diseipline consequent upon the prevalence of Arminian doctrines as set
forth by Methodism. Its great leader was Elder Daniel Parker, a native of
Virginia, who was ordained in Tennessee in 1806 and labored in that State and
in Ilinois and Texas.

This dootrine was not allowed to be taught during the dark ages, There were
a few men who contended for it; one leader by the name of Donatist who lived
250 years after Chrigt was here on earth in visible form; and later Peter Waldo,
the founder of the Waldenses, of medieval times. The theory of the Two-Seed
as a principle of doetrine has existed since apostolic times and farther back. The
first fountain head that broke out was back in the Garden of Xden when God
said: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Gen. 3: 15.
After the Reformation the leaders of this doctrine had more liberty and freedom
to preach and teach the doctrine of Two-Seed.

The denomination at present does not emphasize the extreme Calvinistic
doctrines which they stressed in its early history, when these Baptists formed
scattered churches rather than an organized denomination. They differed from
the Primitive Baptists chiefly in the degree to which they carried their theological
opinions and ecclegiastical prineciples and were frequently called by the same
names, “Primitive,’”” “Old School,”’ and ‘“¥Mard Shell”; the special feature of
their belief was gradually recognized, however, and they became popularly known
ag the “Two-Seed Baptists.”” As a result of this general similarity, the distinction
- between them and the Primitive Baptists has not always been clearly drawn and

this fact probably accounts to some extent for their decreasing numbers at sue-

cessive censuses.

As distinguished from the Primitive Baptists, the Two-Seed Baptists believe
in the resurrection of the Body of Christ, which is the Church, and that the two
“seed are in the spirit and not in the flesh, They emphasize the doctrine of salva-
tion by grace. They believe that God's people are a spiritual generation and
they did exist in Christ before the world was: Eph. 1: 4, “According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy with-
out blame before him in love’’: Eph. 1: 7, “In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” Again
we find in IT Tim. 1: 9-10, ““Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, but is now made manifest
by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel”: Prov. 8: 22-25, “The
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was
set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there
were no depths, I was brought forth: when there were no fountains abounding
with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought
forth.” Therefore we emphasize the doetrine of salvation by grace and not by
works: Eph. 2: 8-9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

We believe that the ordinances such as communion and foot washing are taught
in the Bible and are to be observed in the visible church. We do not believe
that the work of a paid ministry is necessary to save sinners, as Christ came to
save sinners and He said He finished His work.

DOCTRINE

The phrase “Two-Seed” indicates one seed of good and one of evil, both of
them spiritual and not of the flesh, the good seed emanating from God, and the
evil seed from the devil; the earthly generation of mankind is the field in which

1 This statement, which differs somewhat from that published in vol, IT of the Report on Religious Bodies,
1926, has been revised by Elder E. R. Little, McMinnville, Tenn,, and approved by him in its present form.
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both are manifested, the field, however, being no part of either. The field has
no power of its own to resist, but must and does develop or manifest what is sown
in it, as shown in the parable of the wheat and the tares. Neither seed can change
its character, but must reproduce after its kind. We do not divide the Adamic
race, nor can we change the decrees of God; but as IHe declared the origin and the
destiny of the parent or progenitor in the beginning, we claim that, as He cannot
change, neither does He change either the origin or destiny of any one of His
generation. This is manifested through the visible generations of Adam. Thus,
it is the crop which is gathered and not the field, the atonement being for the
redemption of the good seed, which ave the children of God. Divine justice being
satisfied, then wisdom is justified of all her children which are the good seed;
the children of Ged return to Him in heaven and the children of the devil are
refurned back to him in the lower regions of eternity.

ORGANIZATION AND WORK

In their church government the Two-Seed Baptists are thoroughly independent,
each church controlling its own affairs. Associations are formed, but for spiritual
fellowship rather than for church management, What are ordinarily known as
chureh activities do not exist among them, although they believe in good works,
but not as the world looks at good works. Individuals may contribute to benev-
olences as they see fit, but organized benevolence does not exist, :
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INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCH OF AMERICA

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with wurban-rural classification—A general
summary of the statistics for the Independent Baptist Chureh of America for
the year 1936 is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these
figures between urban and rural territory.

The membership of this denomination includes persons who have been admit-
ted to the local churches upon profession of faith and baptism by immersion.

TAaBLE 1.—SUMMARY OF Srarisrics FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerriToRY, 1936

PERCENT OF

' ; LQTAL
TPEM ) Total Inurban | Inrural

territory territory

Urban | Rural

Churches (local organizations), number. ... oo...- 8 1 7

Members, NUIMDOr .« -« ec e mmmmmmeeam

Average membership per ehurch
Membership by sex:

Male. e e e

Fomalo. oo e e s

Males per 100 fornales 2

Membershlp by age:

Under 18 Years . cu oo oo ceee

13 years and over

Age not reported.

Ohurch edifices, number. . ..ooccevmmaaan
Value—number reporting

Amount reported....._._.
Construeted prior to 193

Average value per church.

Debt—number reporting...
Amount reported__.._.
- Number reporting “‘no debt'’. .. wemaa o

Expenditures: X
Churches reporting, number

Amount reporfed. ... ... $1, 180 $474 $718 89.9 60, 1
Salaries, other than pastors’ 5149 $140 | e 100,0 |ocounne.
Repairs and improvements $100 $100 |oc oo 100.0 | o.ooC
All other curront expenses,

BOIOSE . o oo e e mm e $146 $121 $25 82.9 17,1
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete. b 102 PO I,
Home missions. $216 $16 $200 7.4 92.6
Foreign missions.. $475 $20 $446 6.1 93.9
Al other purposes. I $43 $9 $34 | e

Average expenditure per churet $170 $474 F:30T< I (R (R,

Sunday schools:

Churehes reporting, number 3

Officers and teachers . ____. 6

Scholars. - oooamacenn 27

1 Percent not, shown where base Is less than 100, :
2 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100,

Comparative data, 1936 and 1926,—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
compartison, & summary of the available statistics of the Independent Baptist
Church of America for the census years 1936 and 1926.

218028—40——-11 187



158 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

TaBrp 2.—CoMPARATIVE SuMMARY, 1936 AnD 1926

ITEM 1936 | 1926 ITEM 1936 | 1926
Churches (local organizations), Expenditures: .
number. .. 8 13 Churches reporting, number.. 7 10
Increase ! over preceding con- Amount reported._ .._..... $1,180 | $2,400
sus; Salaries, other than pas-
Number ..o Lol 3 PO 707 R, $149
Pereent 2o e cercemn|canaean Repairs and improve-
R i 11 1 - R, $100 $779
Members, number___.__..__.____ 129 222 All other current ex- !
Inerease ! over preceding cen- penses, Including in-
sus: terest....._....._......| $146
Number .o eccecann =03 |ocemann Local relief and charity,
Porcent.c oo oooooooeooo. o =419 {aameo Red Cross, 0tC..cvaun-- $60
Average membership per Home missions. ... - $216 {+ $1,720
ehureho e e 16 17 Toreign missions .. I R (1]
All other purposes-...-.... $43

Church edifices, number.____.__.. 4 6 Average expenditure per

Value—number reporting...... 4 [} ChureN. e e $170 $250
Amount reported......... 49,300 | $12,000

Averngo value perchurch.| $2,325 | $2,000 || Sunday schools:

Debt—number reporting....-.. 1 Churches reporting, number... 3 6
Amount reported......... $250 $425 Officers and teachers ..o 6 18
Seholars . - 27 146

! A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.
# Percent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables,—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statisties for the Independent
Baptist Church of America by States. Table 8 gives for each State for 1936 the
number and membership of the churches classified according to their location in
urban or rural territory, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday
schools. Table 4 gives the number and membership of the churches for the census
years 1936 and 1926, together with the membership for 1936 classified as 13
years of age and over,”’ so far as reported. Table 5 shows the value of church
edifices and the amount of debt on such property for 1936. Table 6 presents, for
1936, the church expenditures, showing separately current expenses, improvements,
benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any
individual church, separate presentation in tables 5§ and 6 is limited to the State
of Minnesota, the only State in which so many as three churches reported value
and expenditures.

TaBLp 3.~—NUMBER AND MuMmBERSHIF oF CHURcHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerriToRY, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, AND SUNDAY ScmooLns, BY Srarms, 1936

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBER-
CHURCHES MEMBERS sHIP BY srx| BUNDAY SCHOOLY
& |
QGEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND Bl 8p
STATE R g E ZE 2
ot >
A ANAEEE NN
=
& P& | & P& |A | = |0 |6 @
United States 8 1 T 128 43 87 50 79 8 8 g
EAST NORTH CENTRAL '
‘Wisconsin_...___.... S A | PO, 1 LT 3 | P 34 21 13 1 2 [}
WesT NoRTH CENTRAL ‘
Minnesota 5 1 4 82 42 40 2| 57 2 4 21
(3 £ MR A | P 1 RO | 11 3 IR 7 S UV S,
PacrrFic:
Washington. . ..oorocoonann I | 1 b2 | I 2 -1 ) T DO S I,
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TaBLs 4.—NuMBER AND MuEMBERSHIP OF CHURCHEs, 1036 anD 1926, aND
MpmBrrsHIP BY Aem IN 1936, BY STATES

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1936 or 1626]

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP BY AGE,
COURCHES MEMBERS 1838

STATE

1936 | 1926 | 1936 | 1926 | [L3years ;ggggggg

8 13 129 222 1ol 28
5 7 82 114 67 1B
13 [} 47 108 34 13

1Includes: Wisconsin, 1; Iowa, 1; and Washington, 1.

TABLE 5.—VALUE oF CEURCEES AND AMOUNT oF CuukeE DEBT RY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

Total Number vung[ﬁ;ggsuncu Dmnigg‘é};g nom
STATE nu?)jfbet clx.l(;{"ch )
churches | edifices %l;)g;g;f; Amount ggg£§}§§ Amomnt
TUnited States. ____...._... . 8 4 4 89, 300 1 3350
MIDNOSOLR - - oo & 3 3 8,300 1 250
Other States o aieceaan 3 1 1 L000 |oee o .

1t Includes: Wisconsin, Towa, and Washington.

Tapre 6,—CuurcE ExpENDITURBS BY SrAaTns, 1936

{Separate prosentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

EXPENDITURES

Other

Total Sal Re- eurg

num- ala- ¥ ren
STATE pairs Loceal For- | All
cl?lfgogfas Churches| Total ggﬁ%'r and (9% | rolief Efgism_e eign |other
* reporting | amount than im- P in- 4 1nu(11t slons mis- | pur-
pastors?| PTOVE| cipg. [charity sions | poses

ments ing in-

terest
TUnited States.__. 8 7| 81,189 8l40 | 8100 8148 860 | 8216 | 8476 243
Minnesot@...ooo..__ ] 5 704 149 100 136 60 51| 225 43
Othor States1.... 3 2 L5120 | O PR b1 I T 186 | 260 |aeacem

1 Includes: Wisconsin, Yowa, and Washington.
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

Between 1870 and 1890 some Swedish Free Baptists emigrated to the United
States and settled in different localities. A number of these came together in
June 1893 at Dassel, Minn., for their first conference, and thereafter a yearly
conference was held at different places.

At the first conference they called their body the Swedish Independent Baptist
Church, but later changed the name to Scandinavian Independent Baptist De-
nomination of America. In 1912 one section of the group was incorporated,
and the name was changed again to Scandinavian Independent Baptist Denomi-
nation of the United States of America. The others, who had not joined in this
incorporation, held conferences and about 1923 associated themselves under
the name of the Seandinavian Free Baptist Society of the United States of Amer-
ica. The two factions finally came together at a conference held at Garden
Valley, Wis.,, in November 1927, adopting the name Independent Baptist
Church of America.

DOCTRINE

The Independent Baptist Church of America a(%rees with other evangelical
bodies on many points of doctrine, believing that “Christ tasted death for every
man,” that “He arose again,” and “every soul shall arise and stand before His
judgment seat.” They believe and teach alse that repentance and baptism in
water by immersion are prerequisite to membership, as well as participation in
the Lord’s Supper. They also bélieve in the laying on of hands at the time of
aeceptation into the church. They believe in the authority and necessity of
civil government and at the General Conference held in Roseland, Minn., June 8,
1898, a resolution was adopted pledging the church to obedience and loyalty to
the Government, in all of its demands, except what is contrary to the Word of
God, as participation in war, which, according to their expressed conviction, is
contrary to the Word of God. The resolution contained a formal request that
young people of this denomination be exempt from service in case of war.

WORK

The whole object or purpose of the denomination is to earry on Christian
mission work in the United States and foreign countries; to spread the Gospel in
the precepts of Christ and His Apostles; to encourage one another to love and
good works; to build up the ehurch according to the truth given in God’s Word,
both as to membership and spiritual growth; and to await Christ’s second coming.

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in vol. II of the Report on Religious

Bodles, 1026, has been revised by Elder O, M, Sundell, of the Indopendent Baptist Church of America,
Minneapolis, Minn., and approved by him in its present form, )



AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the American Baptist Association for the year 1986
is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural territory.

The membership of this denomination consists of those persons who have been
admitted to the local churches upon confession of their faith’ and baptism by
immersion.

Taswn L.—SuMMARY orF STaTisTics roR CuHUurRcHEs IN URBAN AND RURAL
TErrITORY, 1936

PERCENT loxr
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
FTEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rugal
Churches (local organizations), nUMbEr. .c.coee-- 1,084 104 960 0.8 60, 2
Members, NUIMDOL - - o oo oo e cae e eamlamna 115,022 18, 149 06, 873 15.8 842
Avyerage membership per ¢chureh. ... 108 175 113 PR F,
Membership by sex:
MAl8. e et e memm 44, 405 8, 869 37, 636 16.6 84. 5
Female. ..o eiinan 61,487 9, 042 51, 64b 16.2 83.8
Sex not reported.. .. .ameeeownan 9,130 1,338 7,792 4.7 85.3
Males por 100 females 72.2 69.1 28 [ccccmcac|ccammnan
Membership by age:
Under 13 Years. ..o occveeveer e ceecmcae s 2,076 730 1,337 35.6 64,4
13 years and over. 93, 955 14, 361 79, 504 15.8 84,7
Age Dot reported. ..o ..o vemee e ccemccmmeman 18, 691 3,040 15, 942 16.1 83.9
Percent under 13 years 2 o .. .occeane. 2.2 4,9 T PRI RN
Church edifices, NUMDAT......eencaeoacccmwaancane 88 807 0.8 00,2
Value—nhumber reporting 848 83 768 9.8 90,2
Amount reported. o _acooeenun $488, 168 | $1, 019, 630 32.4 07.8
Constructed prior to 1936 $483, 308 $060, 807 33.5 66,5
Construeted, whally or in part, in 1036 $63, 583 $4, 860 $58, 723 7.6 92. 4
Average valute per chureh. oo oo oo oivcnnn $1, 778 $5, 882 $1,888 |cmccccec|eemmee
Debt—number reporting...e... 50 15 L 2 (R (R
Amount reported. ... $122, 215 $92, 169 $30, 0468 75.4 24,8
Number reporting “no debt’ 563 48 515 8.8 oL b
Parsonages, DUMDEL w e oeeenn e 50 12 38 [cmccmmen|cc -
Value—number reporting. «uvvoeevovereoee e 44 10 £ S P, P
Amount reported. .. oo oomeaampan $69, 710 $26, 500 $44, 210 36.6 63.4
Expenditures:
Churchos reporting, nUMber- - oo ocaaene 1,020 102 918
Amount reported. ..o e cean $352, 520 $116, 281 $236, 248
Pastors’ salaries..._ $174, 337 $47, 164 $127, 173
All other salaries........ocooecaooo.o. 520, 422 $7, 196 $13, 228
Repairs and improvements $30, 610 $6, 819 $23, 781
Payment on church debt, excluding in-
POYD - oo am e e $18,477 $8, 696 $0, 781
All other current expenses, including in-
(51 (=<1 AN $36, 152 $19, 258 $16, 894
Local reliof and charity, Red COross, ete. ... $10, 584 $2, 815 &7, 769
HOmME miSSIONS.. . . coecscmcemccm e e $16, 176 $3, 250 $12,019
Toroign missions,.... - ____ .. $6, 657 $1, 980 $4, 677
To general headquarters for distribution. . $10, 184 96,379 $3, 785
All OLHOr PUTDOSES . - - e eem $28, 951 $12,718 $16, 233
Average expenditure per chureh -7 . J_C $340 $1,140 $2s57

! Percent not shown where bhase is less than 100,
¢Based on membership with age classification reported.
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Tastn 1,—Sommary oF Srarrsrics ForR CmuURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerRITORY, 1936—Continued

PERCENT ?r
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
Tex Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural

Sunday schools: .
QCharches reporting, number. .. oenemoooeoan 798 89 709 11.2 88.8
Officers and teachers —— 8,877 1,004 5, 83 16.4 83.6
Scholarg. ... - 60,008 10, 857 39,351 21.3 8.7

Summer vacetion Bible schools:

Churches reporting, number. 18 4 12 |emmcmce | mmmcee

Officors and teachers. 122 61 61 50.0 50,0

Scholars. o cncucacouas 1,001 [iid;¢] 482 55,8 44,2
Weekday religious schools:

Churches reporting, DUMDOr .. .eocceanaascunn 47 8 21 T HR FS,

Officers ana £08CHOTS .. oo evoeocccr e 228 85 163 28.5 715

Seholars. . . ooan... 1,728 518 1,211 30.0 70,0

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.

Comparative data, 1936 and 1926 —Table 2 presents, in eonvenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statisties of the American Baptist Asso-
ciation for the census years 1036 and 1926.

TasLm 2.—COMPARATIVE Summary, 1936 anp 1926

ITEM 1936 1926 ITEM 1936 1926
Oh}uches (local organiza- | Expenditures—Continued.
tions), number. ..o .. 1,064 1,431 )] =~ Amount reported....-... $352, 528 | $482,045
Increase 1 gver preceding Pastors’ salaries......| $174,337
census: All other salaries._.__ $20,422
Number ..cooovuaacee —867 feeimenn Repairs and improve-
Porcont.owaccveaonn =256 [cedacanna ments. . ccoeecneenn $30, 610
Payment on church $351, 204
Members, nuUmMber... .. .....- 115,022 117,858 debt, excluding in- !
Increase ! gver preceding terest oceceaaacion 318,477
eonsus: All other current ex-
5T 11 0T S ~2,838 | ean penses, including
Percent . ccoceooao .- =24 | Interest- oo ccemeaenn $36, 152
Average;memborship per | TLocal relief and char-
ehurch . ool 108 82 ity, Rod Cross, ete..| $10, 584
. Home misslons. ... $16, 175
Chureh edifices, number....... 895 1,066 TForeign missions. .. .. $6,657 |} $121, 406
Value—number reporting. 848 1,064 } To genera! headquar- :
Amount reported._...- $1,507,708 1$1, 832, 546 tars for distribution.| $10,164
Average value per All other purposes....{ $28, 951
church. .. ..o.._._. $1,778 81, 739 Not classified . oovoeoes] cncmeaan $9, 875
Dabt—number reporting. 59 71 Average expenditure per
Amount reported..... $122,215 $58, 757 ehureh. . . e en $346 $370
Parsonages, number_._.. .1 Sunday schools:
Value—munber repo 44 38 Churches reporting, n
Amount reported.. $69, 710 $76, 050 708 918
Expenditures: 6,877 §,120
Churches reporting, num. 50,008 56,228
21 S 1,020 1,808

1 A minug sign (—) denotes decraase.

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistios for the American
Baptist Association by States. Table 3 gives for each State for 1936 the number
and membership of the churches classified according to their loeation in urban or
rural territory, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools, Table 4
gives the number and membership of the churches for the census years 1936 and
1926, together with the membership for 1986 classified as “under 13 years of age’
and “13 years of age and over.” Table 5 shows the value of churches and par-
sonages and the amount of debt on church edifices for 1936. Table 6 presents,
for 1086, the church expenditures, showing separately current expenses, improve-
ments, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of
any individual church, separate presentation in table 6 is limited to those States
in which three or more churches reported expenditures.
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TasLy 3.—Numsrr aND MeMBERsHIP OF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, MEMBRRSEIP BY SHX, AND SUNDAY ScrHOOLS, BY SraTEs, 1936

NUMBER OF | NUMBER OF MEM- HUNDAY
CHURCHES BERS MEMBERSHIP BY SRX BCHOOLS
lulB
GEOGRATHIC DIVISION AND o g g &
STATE 5 s &2
= 1
B 8B |a| a
g g1 3 3|8 ;‘ 2181 8
! R a 5] S g
dUE18l B |28 (2|8 5|3|2|4]3
P ia| = plEa|lAa|=|la|A[Clo]| a
United States.....__.. 1,004|| 104| 960|115, 0221118, 14|08, 87344, 405,61, 4878, 130] 72.2| 7886, 677|150, 008
Easr Nom‘r[ CENTRAL:
___________________ 1 1eenn 376 F 45| FO— 163 212 ...} 76.9 1 48] 280
Wrst Norret CENTRAL
Missourlc. _ooinenon 60 1 59 3,803 63| 3,830 1,526) 2,046| 321| 74.6] 43| 344( 2,140
KOnNSAS e cmmneem e eeae ]| P 5 J<£:3:1| P 358 97, 1201 182( 76.2{ 5 39| 212
SourH ATLANTIC:
Qeorgia.._ il 9l 1,1387[--evxo 1,137 877}  500] 240 75.4 36| 285
Florida 28| 5| 23] 1,063f -482( 1,481 600 1,088 185) 63.4| 19 141| 1,011
East Sours OENTRAL:
Kentueky oo ovn weenee.. 5 i 4 563 91| 47Rl 145 188 230 77.1| 2| 15 115
Tennesses.. -l 87 4] 83| 5, 382 635| 4,807 1,004 2,970| 618) 67.1| 14! 108| 850
Alabpma. _ P 1§ 51 36| 4,495 550| 3,939| 1, 046| 2,324 225 83,7 28| 180 1,614
MisSISSIPD v vvmene e 72 5[ 67 8 118 785| 8, 334 3, 794| 4,821 §04| 78.7| &3] 3&% 3 424
WEs? SouTH OENTRAL:
Arkansas.__....._......| 370|| 33| 346| 87, 424}| 4, 443/32, 98114, 20120, 734 2,420/ 68.8; 2072, 21516, 934
Louisiana.. 24 41 201 4,057 \830 3, 218] 1,847 1 7641 9461 76. 4] 18i 152 1,104
Qklahoma 76 71 69| 7,773|| 1,210 6, 563| 2, 614 3 685(1, 474| 70.8) 62" 530| 3,403
N S: L T 307|| 33| 274 36, 545 7 926 28 810(14, 676 20 063(1, 806 73. 1| 234|2, 360{17, 403
Mounrany:
Colorad0eaemeaacmaan- 4 2l 2 462 250| 2127 192 270| - 711 1 7 15
Pacrie:
[030:]:(1) | W —— 18 3| 12| 1,196 444 7527 543 0653|-_-_- 83,21 15| 132 850
Oalifornifn. e crcwewen 11 ] F:10]) 80 40 40 e [£5] 1 8 80

! Ratio not shown where number of females is Jess than 100.
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lTABLE 4.—NuMBER AND MpmBmrsEIP or CHURCHES, 1936 Anp 1026, AND
MeMBERSHIP BY AGE IN 1936, BY STATES

NUMBER OF

NUMBER OF
CHURCEES MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1036
GEONRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE
Under [13 years| Age |Percent
1936 | 1926 | 1936 | 1926 13 and | notre- | under
years } over |ported| 131t
United States . . oo ...z s...| 1,084 | 1,481 (115,022 (117,868 | 2,076 | 93,955 | 18,001 2.2
EAST Nonm CENTRAL:
____________________________ 1. 375 |cemaeee 24 15 N DO 6.4
West NORTH CENTRAL;
Missonri- ... 60 23] 8,808 1,300 69 | 3,030 704 2.2
Kansas. ..o oiiaooo. [ 2 T i 1:7: 10 R IR, 2 E: 72
SouTH ATLANTIC:
Georgla. . . LI L18T Jovioaan 10 840 287 1.2
Flovida._ ..., e —— b T 1,008 |ceoaeaon 3 1,014 346 .2
EAST SouTH CENTRAL:
Kentueky . oo eeeee [ 3 I 3135 T . 5 22 T .0
Teannesses. 87 |- 5,882 ... 151 4,415 | 1,016 3.3
Alabamsa.__ 41 36 [ 4,405 | 3,048 46 4,024 425 11
MisslssipDl Lo 72 6L | 9,119} 7,028 33 6,816 | 2,270 ]
WEST 8ouTH CENTRAL!
Arlkansas.. ._._. 370 560 | 37,424 | 41,281 418 | 31,176 | 5,830 1.3
Louisiana._ 24 34| 4,067 1 3,008 14 | 3,481 6592 4
Oklahoma. 76 97 1 7,778 | 7,357 184 | 587 | 1,752 3.1
TOXAS - e e e rm e e 307 620 | 36, 545 53, 863 1,040 'iO 408 | 5,007 3.3
MOUNTAIN:
Colorado. . oo L3 RO, [:1: 72 (R . 122 340 |ocvaanan
PacrFic:
Oregon ... oo eoo__. 15 [cnecens L198 fo.. 79 1,087 30 6.8
California. . ______ . . I T 80 e 80 [eenmnen

! Based on membership with age classification reported.



-;

AMERICAN - BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

165

TaBLy 5.—VALUE oF CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES AND AmouUNT OoF CHURCH
Desr Y Sratms, 1936

VALUE OF

VALUR OF CHURCE | DEBT ON CHURCH
Total | Num- EDIFICES EDIFICES PARSONAGES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | num- | ber of !
AND STATE 1})(51‘ f])f c(ljmﬁrch Ohmroh o L harch
churehes| edifices urches '1Churshes Churches
reporting | AMCURE | foorting [AWOURE) o g (ATROULE
TUnited States....-. 1, 064 895 848 |31, 507, 798 69 (81292, 216 44 | 389,710
T AST NORTH OENTRAL!
), 1 3 O .- RSP PRSI IO 1 (O]
‘WEsT NORTH CENTRAL:
Missouri..cocoo.o- 60 43 40 51, 280 & 1,106 fooecome i
Kansas. cocecameoeae 5 & 5 TE 800 [cvmcemana]mcmemaan 1 O]
S0UTH ATLANTIC: .
Georgin, oo 9 9 8 10, 000 1 b1 2 P IS,
Tlorida. .. o.o_._.._ 28 23 23 25, 000 1 100 | oo aim e
EasT Sout CENTRAL:
Kentueky..ooooooo b 4 4 5,200 |cmm e e m e
Tennessce.. - a7 33 32 53, 667 4 b} R U,
Alabama.... 41 28 27 20,080 [ocmcmm oo e 1 (U]
Mississippi-cocceano 72 65 63 76, 050 2 100 2 )
Wes? SourH CENTRAL:
Arkansas. ... 370 324 305 340, 063 17 | 21,772 6 B, 950
Touisiana... 24 23 23 26, 400 2 A0 1514 DR IS
Oklahoma. . 76 &1 49 85, 910 1 356 8 4, 260
TOXAS. e 307 269 252 768,468 24 | 93,031 21 35, 800
MOUNTAIN:
Colorado. .caceuameen 4 4 4 8,700 |acomimce ] mmmccmaa) e m e |
PACI(gm: 5 13 12 [i} 6, 800
J:TL40) 1 DA 1
Oalifornif.caeeveeann 1 1 1 } * 25,000 2 2,800 { 1 (15
Combinations. o oo e e ram e e fommm e | L 12, 900

1 Amount included in the figures shown on the line deslgnated ““Combinations,” to avold disolosing the

statistics of any individual church.

3 Amount for Californin combined with figures for Oregon, to avold disclosing the statisties of any indi-

vidual church,
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TaBre 6.—CrHURCE EXPENDITURES BY StTATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

EXPENDITURES
Total
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND number : Repairs
STATE himehes || Ohurehes | Tatal Pastors’ | All other and
chure reporting | amount salaries | salaries | improve-
ments
United States.._...... ... 1,004 1,000 $352, 529 3174, 387 820, 402 830, 810
WEST NORTH OENTRAL: ‘
Missouri- - 60 &7 14, 164 7,833 836 1,017
Kansas..... - 5 5 1,919 1,121 24 1
SOUTH ATLANTIC: )
Georgia. - 9 7 2,844 1,025 71 582
TRlorida. 28 28 7,987 4,142 702 328
EAST SOUTH OENTRAL:
entucky 5 5 803 447 [y P
Tennessea 37 35 9, 234 §, 348 619 814
Alabama_ 41 41 8,363 3, 762 049 2,001
Mississippl. 72 70 20, 519 11,211 1,162 2, 336
‘WEST SoUTH CENTRAL:
379 365 89, 427 46,071 3,815 10,482
24 g, 340 5, 873 &7 623
76 76 23, 795 13, 523 1, 680 969
307 289 145, 430 64, 737 9, 282 10, 877
PacIFiC:
15 15 14, 723 8, 088 36 286
[i} 13 4,481 2, 555 620 120
EXPENDITURES—continued
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND
STATE Paylxlneng 01',hert Local T Al
on churchi curren h 0 gen-
deht, ex- | expanses, ':ggf m]—:irsglllégs n]??srsﬁioﬁ cral head-| other
cluding |ineluding charit quarters | purposes
interest | interest y .
TUnited States..........._. $18,477 | 836,152 | 810,584 | 818,175 86,667 | 310,164 $28, 861
WEST NORTH OENTRAL:
Missourd. ... 200 882 188 845 574 72 1,750
Kansas.... 192 60 | 108 20 12 201
BOUTH ATLANTIC:
Georgla. .. 278 07 181 128 508 DU 10
Florida. oo oo 74 1,128 617 539 49 46 462
EasT S0UTH OENTRAL:
LG 10 o 36 a7 70 106 | e
Tennessas. 476 744 207 74 70 663
Alabamas. . . 70 308 544 268 15 382
Mississippi........ 877 1,070 1,347 852 168 1,922
Weer SoutE CBNTRAL;
Arkansas. ..o ououooioas 5, 777 8, 763 2,612 3,215 1,693 1,082 5,927
Louislana. . . 303 1,118 232 36 20 219
Oklghoms. . 925 1,889 709 1, 620 339 280 1,062
L 9,037 | 17,838 3,818 5,830 1,084 7,953 14,068
Paciric; .
[0 4:1:5:) < HE - 1, 400 2,738 250 1,186 847 | el 1,201
Other 8tates. oo ... el 360 50 300 100 252 85

! Includes; Ohlo, 1; Colorado, 1; and California, 1,
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The American Baptist Association is not a separate and distinet denomination,
but it is a separate and distinet group of Baptists. They separated themselves
from the convention groups because they regarded the methods and polity of the
convention as an innovation among Baptists. - They claim that their associations
are a direct continuance of the cooperative work in missions, benevolences, ete.,
since the time of Christ and the Apostles. They sincerely believe that those
Baptists who work with the conventions, though they may be orthodox in faith,
have departed from the New Testament prineiples of church cooperation,

The purpose of this body is to do missionary, evangelistic, benevolent, and edueca-
tional work throughout the world. They do not unionize with other religious
sects and organizations because they believe that their churches are the only true
churches; they believe also that the Lord Jesus Christ gave the commission (Matt.
28: 18-20) to the churches, and that they are, therefore, the divine custodians of
the truth, and that they only have the divine right of carrying out the commands
of Jesus as stated in the great commission, and of executing the laws of the king-
dom, and of administering the ordinances of the Gospel.

They believe that each church is an autonomous, independent body, and that
the churches are amenable only to Christ as Lord and Master. They believe
also that each church is on a perfect equality with every other like ¢hurch, and
therefore should have an equal representafion in all their associated work.

DOCTRINE
The American Baptist Association accepts the New Ha,mpshire Confession of
Faith that has been so long held by American Baptists. They believe in: The
infallible verbal inspiration of the whole Bible; the Triune God; the Genesis
account of creation; the Deity of Jesus Christ; the virgin birth of Christ; the
sufferings and death of Christ as vicarious and substitutionary; the bodily resur-
.rection of Christ and the bodily resurrection and glorification of His saints;
they believe in the second coming of Christ, personal and bodily as the crowning
event of the gospel age, and that His coming will be premillennial; the Bible
doctrine of eternal punishment of the wicked; that in the carrying out of the
commands of Jesus in the.great commission, the churches are the only units,
all exercising equal authority, and that responsibility should be met by them
according to their several abilities; that all cooperative bodies such as conventions,
associations, ete., are only advisory bodies and cannot exercise any authority
whatsoever over the churches. They believe furthermore that salvation is
wholly by grace through faith without any admixture of law or works, and that
the church was instituted during the personal ministry of Jesus Christ on the
earth. They believe also in the absolute separation of church and State, and i

the principle of absolute religious freedom. -

ORGANIZATION

They believe that in the strict sense the American Baptist Association is not
an organization, but is a cooperation of the churches composing it. But since
all the churches cannot meet in the annual meetings, churches elect three mes-
sengers who represent them in these annual meetings, and for convenience in
their deliberations the messengers when assembled in their annual meetings elect
a president, and three vice presidents; two recording secretaries; and a secretary-
treasurer. They are strictly congregational in their polity. All questions are
settled by a majority vote of the messengers present, except amendments to their
Articles of Agreement, and such questions which are required under parliamentary
law to be settled by a two-thirds majority vote of the messengers present.

The American Baptist Association proper never meets sinee it would be a
physical impossibility for all the churches composing it to meet at one time.

ence the annual meetings are called ‘“The meeting of the messengers composing
the American Baptist Association.”

1 This statement was furnished by Dr. J. . Cobb, socretary-treasurer, American Baptist Assoclation,
Texarkana, Ark.-Tex., and has been approved by him in its present form.
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WORK

The missionary work of the churches of the American Baptist Association is
divided into three phases: (1) Associational missions, This is missionary
work done by a group of churches compoging a district association usually the
size of a county. (2) State missions. This is missionary work done by State
associations working in harmony with the churches composing the American
Baptist Association. (3) Interstate and foreign missions. This is missionary
work done by all the churches in the nation cooperating with the churches com-
posing the churches of the American Baptist Association. Interstate missions is
work done by missionaries from State to State; foreign mission work, of course, is
that done in foreign eountries.

The benevolent work is usually carried on by the district and State associations.
Several States maintain orphanages and this is benevolent work, Churches and
gistrigt associations have funds to help support the poor and indigent in their

ounds,

Iducational work is carried on (1) by the individual churches through their
Sunday schools and training departments. Sunday school and young people’s
literature is published by the Baptist Sunday School Committee at Texarkana,
Ark.-Tex. This literature goes into practically all the States of the Union.
(2) Religious newspapers are published by individuals and churches for the dis-
semination of information eoncerning the work. (8) There are religious colleges
and Bible institutes where men are trained for the ministry. The medium for the
distribution of funds of the American Baptist Association is the secretary-treasurer
whose headquarters are at Texarkana, Ark.-Tex.



CHRISTIAN UNITY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

STATISTICS

The data given for 1986 represent seven achive organizations of the Christian
Unity Baptist Association, all reported as being in rural territory. The classi-
fication of membership by age shows all members reported as being ‘13 years of
age and over.”

Fo%r dchurch edifices were reported with a value of $1,450. No parsonages were
reported.

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who have been ad-
mitted to the loeal ¢hurch upon profession of faith and baptism by immersion.

The Christian Unity Baptist Association was not reported prior to 1936, hence
no comparative data are available.

State tables,—Tables 1 and 2 present the statistics for the Christian Unity
Baptist Association by States. Table 1 gives for each State the number and
membership of the ehurches, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday
schools. Table 2 presents the church expenditures, showing geparately current
expenses, improvements, henevolences, etc. Separate presentation in table 2 is
limited to the State of North Carolina, the only State in which three or more
churches reported expenditures, in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics
of any individual ¢hureh, and for this reason no table is given showing the value
of church edifices.

Tapim 1.—Numemr aNp Muumemrsmir or CeURcEES, MEMBERSHIP BY SDXx,
AND SunpAY SceooLs, BY StaTES, 1936

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP BY SEX SUNDAY SCHOOLS
I{Tumi
DEr o
STATE Males OfMcors,
olnégch- Num- uj:g m;. Male | F¢- |per100| Ohurches| and | Schol-
her oﬁu?ﬁh male fe- reporting | teach- ars
Tnales ! ers
7 188 o7 85 128 53.8 3 15 112
1 11 11 4 il 1 i3 35
4 125 31 45 1 6 60
2 52 26 18 1 1 17
! Ratlo not shown where number of females is less than 100.
Tasre 2.—CHUrcE ExPENDITURES BY StATES, 1036
[Separate presentation is limited to States having & or more churches reporting!
EXPENDITURES
Pay-
Total - .
number Ro- n})‘glt Other Aver-
STATE 0 Chureh- Pas- | All | pairs chureh | current All |age ex-
church- es | Total tors' | other | and debt, | expen- other | pendi-
es report- | amount | sal- | sal- | Im- | oq0s | ses, in- | pur- | tuce
Ing aries | arles | prove- “j cluding| poses | per
' ments | intgr- interest church
est
United States__. ke b 8461 $20 810 $28 $380 83 $12 890
North Carolina.._. 4 4 71 20 10 21 1 3 12 18
Other States......- 13 1 <1100 O PSRN I, 380 |cmeeimee]anann . 380

1 Ineludes: Virginla, 1, and Tennessee, 2.
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

It would be difficult to determine when and where the Christian Unity Baptist
body had its beginning, since the doctrines held by them are advocated in some
measure by various other denominations. However, there are some certainties
about this body that may be definitely stated as regards its development as a
denomination separate from other Baptist bodies. At the forty-third session of
the Mountain Union Baptist Association of Regular Baptists convened with Big
Ridge Church of Ashe County, N. C,, in the year 1909, the committee on resolu-~
tions presented their report. Among other things that were disagreed upon by
the delegation from the various churches was the following resolution, viz:
“Resolved, That the churches of this association that maintain free participation
in the Lord’s Supper, or what is known as open communion, if they persist in
either of these until the next session of this assoeiation, shall be dropped from this
association without further action of this body.” A very heated disecussion followed
and the vote was taken by a roll call of the churches and recorded in the minutes
of the session of the association. The resolution was declared approved, since
there were 26 votes cast for and only 11 against the resolution. The delegates
who opposed the adoption of the resolution shook hands with the moderator and
walked out of the association. They were for some yeanrs vreferred to as the open
communionists, since they believed that all Christians of whatever denowination
had a God-given right to the Lord’s Supper, and that the “man examine himself
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” They were very much
in the minority and endured much persecution at the bands of the other group,
but they held to their convictions with a bold tenacity. On September 2, 1910,
delegations from Zion Hill and Macedonia churches met in an associational con-
vention and organized themselves into a boedy known as the Macedonia Baptist
Association. This organization was made upon the platform of the Mountain
Union Baptist Association of 1880 with some minor changes. In this organiza-
tion were 2 churches with a membership of 223 members, of which number 5 were
ordained ministers. Rev. I. L. Sturgill was elected moderator and R. L. Hash,
clerk. There were held 6 sessions of this body and it grew to 5 churches with a
total membership of 333, with 8 ordained ministers.

. Bome of the preachers left the body and joined other associations and Macedonia
Church joined the Southern Baptist Convention. Three of the churches struggled
on, holding fast to their integrity and earnestly contending for the faith of Jesus
Christ as they were led by the Holy Spirit. Rev. Ili Graham and Rev, F. L.
Sturgill were the only ministers who remained with the churches, but they held to
the doetrines (which the Christian Unity Baptist body now represents) with a
dauntless courage. They preached to the three churches, but had no assoeciation
for 18 years. )

In the year 1932, Rev. F. Carl Sturgill was ordained to the ministry, Having
a desire for, and feeling the need of an associgtion, these three churches decided to
reorganize the Macedonia Baptist Association. Delegations were selected by the
churches and sent to Pleasant Home Church to form an association, They met
on October 27, 1934, and proceeded to reorganize the Macedonia Baptist Associa-
tion. The 3 churches had a membership of 83, of which number 3 were ordained
ministers. They adopted the old rules of decorum but changed the constitution
in regard to reception of new churches and dropped the.entire last article of the
constitution, which made provision concerning fellowship of Christian benevolent
institutions. The principal reason for its diseard was that all who are born of
the Spirit of God are brothers and sisters in Christ.

The first change in the Articles of FPaith dealt with the Calvinistic doctrine of
“eternal security.” It was changed from saying that “all who are regenerated
and born again by the Spirit of God shall never finally fall away,”’ to “all who are
regenerated and born again by the Spirit of God, and endure to the end, shall be
saved.” The second change added the words “feet washing” to the article speak-~
ing of church ordinances,

During the time since the break over the communion question in 1909 other
dissensions arose in the Mountain Union Baptist Association, chiefly the right of
women to preach. So before the time for the sitting of the reorganized Macedonia
Baptist Association in 1935, other people had either ‘‘come out’” on account of

1 Thig statement was furnished by Rev, F. Carl Sturgill, clerk-treasurer and one of the organizers of this
body, Sturgill, N, C., and approved by him in its present form,



CHRISTIAN UNITY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 171

oppression and restrietion of Christian liberty, or been ‘‘turned out’” for their
views on equality, liberty, and unity of Christians. They were now ready to
cooperate with other people who had views similar to their own. Before the time
came for the sitting of the 1935 session of the Macedonis Baptist Association,
these people had got in touch with the leaders of this body, and it had been agreed
{0 organize a new assoeciation. The two breaks with the Mountain Union Associa-
tion were so sharp that it was suggested that a new constitution, rules of decorum,
and articles of faith be drafted, for those used by the Macedonia Baptists were
very much like those of the older association.

Delegates from six churches met with Zion Hill Church and upon a constitution,
rules of order, and articles of faith (drafted by Rev. Eli Graham, Rev, D. O, Miller,
and Rev, F. Carl Sturgill) organized an association known as the Christian Unity
Baptist Association. The membership of the 6 churches was 152, with 7 ordained
ministers, Rev. T, L. Sturgill was chosen moderator and Rev. F. Carl Sturgill,
clerk-treasurer.

DOCTRINE

We believe—in one only true and living God and the Trinity; that the Bible is
the seriptural word of God given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit; that the Bible
is a safe rule of faith, and the New Testament interpreted by the Holy Spirit is
the only rule of practice for the Christian Church; that all mankind who are
accountable to God for sin are fallen and depraved by sin and in this state they
possess no natural ability to reinstate themselves in favor with God; that Jesus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every man, providing a way of salva-
tion through regeneration for the souls of all who are accountable to God for sin;
in the redemption of the bodies of saints, infants, and idiots, the latter twonot being
responsible for sin do not need regeneration of spirit; that sinners can partake of
the divine benefits of the grace of God only by faith and repentance, that they
are called, convicted, econverted, regenerated, and sanctified by the Holy
Spirit, and that all who are thus born again by the Spirit of God and endure to
the end shall be saved; that baptism, by immersion in water, the Lord’s Supper,
and feet washing are ordinances instituted by Jesus Christ to be practiced by
the church and that regeneration or the baptism of the Holy Ghost is the guali-
fication for participation in either ordinance; in the unity, liberty, and equality of
God’s children; the chureh is composed of all who are born of the Spirit of God;
in a God-called ministry preaching the word of God by inspiration of the Holy
Spirit and administering the ordinance of baptism and participating in the Lord’s
Supper and feet washing; and in the resurrection of the body, both. of the just
and the unjust, they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and they
that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation, and that the joys of the
righteous and the punishment of the wicked will be eternal.

ORGANIZATION

In polity this body is congregational, each loeal chureh manages its own affairs.
The association may act as an advisory council in matters of difficulty when a
church requests such aid, but in no case may it infringe upon any internal right of
any church. It may drop from fellowship disorderly and unorthodoex churches.
Each church selects its pastor annually by a majority vote of members present
at time of eleetion; it also has a clerk to keep a record of business transactions.
Deacons are selected and set apart for ordination by the various churches, and
ministers who feel a call o ministerial work are first licensed by the chureh and
when they have proved their gift sufficiently, are set apart by the church for
ordination. TUsually ordained authority of ofher churches in the body, ministers
and deacons, are ecalled as a presbytery and they examine those set apart for
deacons or ministers as the case may be; and, if found orthodox in doctrine, they
are given a charge followed by prayer and laying on of hands.

WORK

The work of this body is in home missions, and since it is not strong enough to
send out its own workers, it ecooperates with all Christian workers, frequently
holding revivals with them. It also believes in prayer meetings and Sunday
sehool work, and has now on hand consideration of sending out an evangelist for
full time work among its ehurches and to cooperate with any work for advance-
ment of the cause of Christ where the Holy Spirit leads.



GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF REGULAR BAPTIST
CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

—_—

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural c]assiﬁcation..»—-A general
summary 0&; the statistics for the General Association of Regular Baphst Churches
in the United States of America for the year 1936 is presented in table 1, which
ghows also the distribution of these figures between urban and rural territory.

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who bave been
admitted to the local chureh upon profession of faith and baptism by immersion,

The General Association of Regular Baptist Churches in the United States of
America was not reported prior to 1936, hence no comparative data are available.

TapLs 1,—SUMMARY oF SramisTics For CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TeRRITORY, 1036

PER(“.ENTlOF
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number..eoeveae-- 84 50 34 [emmaanan wvmm—
Members, DUMDOL - cuvanccoanmmamzm s namenaan 22,345 18, 786 8, 569 76.1 24, 9
Average membership per chureh.c oo 266 336 L8 O o
Membership by sex:
Mal. oo crrr e — e 8,192 6, 020 2,172 78.5 26, §-
Female. .ooo._- 12,386 9,000 8,320 73.2 20, 8.
Sex not reported 1,767 1, 700 a7 00. 2 3.8
Males per 100 females. . conmuvmmommnaan 86,1 06.4 08,4 Jamcmmeacaannn -
Membership by ege:
Under 13 YearS-cccmvenoocmmmcmsncamaesana- 1,233 1,030 203 83,5 16.6
13 years and OVer. . cccovorewmrmmmmennmanns 16, 603 12, 518 4, 085 76, 4 24,8
Age not reported - ooaneenn o 4, 509 3, 238 1,271 7,8 28.2
Percent under 13 years 2 ..o eoemeeen 6.9 7.6 F % I OO [
Church edifices, number. 72 30 b1 T PR (SR
Value—number reporting. -mmavecenccoamcanaan 71 c 720 DRV [ ———
Amount reported. ....... -] $1,004,448 || 81, 360, 348 $325, 100 80.8 19, 2
Constructed prior t0 1936 caeceereao. 1, 688, 948 || $1, 363, 848 $325, 100 30.8 19,2
Construeted, wholly or in part, in 1936. $5, 600 $5, 500 [wuneenan ) 10000 fememaoa-
Average value per chureh. ..o $23, 805 $35, 111 $10, 180 |ownecucr|cmmmmnnn
Debt—number reporting. 28 2 [ IS M
Amountreported. .. ...l $179, 608 $108, 438 $13, 170 2.7 7.3
Number reporting ‘no debt" ... -ceencacenaas 24 8 i ORI PR
Par: number. . - 45 20 i R e ———
Value—number reporting 45 @l 25 laamccmn]omencmn
Amount reported. o - caoocmcicmoaac $175, 450 $107, 700 $67, 760 6l.4 38, 6.
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, DUMbAL. oo coveemaann 83 50 B8 lomccmma|mim e
Amount regorted: ............. $340, 378 $278, 188 $62, 188 8L7 18.3
Pastors’ SRIATIESmnmvemem e caeaamaea $108, 603 $75, 461 $31, 142 70.8 20. 2/
All other salarfes....-.- -~ $33, 253 $27, 247 $6, 006 819 18.1
Repairs and improvements._ ... eaan $17, 636 $13, 045 $3, 6591 7.5 20,6
Payment on church debt, excluding in- -
Perest . oo femmemza e $26, 273 $23, 046 $2, 227 91.2 8.8
A]t] ot}ior ourrent expenses, including in-
ereSt. -oomanom oo e rmmeennnnee $78, 170 $60, 331 $8,830 | 88,7 1.3
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, etc--. $4, 888 $3: 805 $003 79.7 20,3
Home misslons. .. oooomeeeeeeces $23,168 $20, 123 £3,045 | 86.9 18,1
Foreign missions...--—_-ooacooooooea o $39, 685 §34, 844 $4,841 | 87.8 12,2
To general headquarters for distribution. . $301 $101 $200 48.8 b1, 2
All other purpoSeS. - -ccccwmnmacromcacean $11, 409 $10, 105 $1,304 88.6 11, 4.
Average expenditure per chureh. .. coeaneecnan. $4,101 $6, 564 $1,884 )i

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.
2 Based on membership with age classification reported,
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Tabry 1.—SUMMARY oF STATIsTICS FOoR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TaRRITORY, 1936—Continued

PERCENT OF
TOTAL !

In urban In rural
TTEM ’_I‘otal territory | terrliory

TUrban | Rural

Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number .. .ccceevrmnmannn 83 50 F:1: J0 P RS
Officers and teachers. 1,880 1,337 543 7L1 28.9
Scholars. - fammcamann 17,021 13, 049 3,072 76.7 23.3
Summaer vacation Bible schools:
Ohnrches reporting, DUMbDET. o ne e mcmcaeomane s 36 23 B J0 DR
Officers and teachers. 301 202 99 4.7 25.3
SONOIALS - - e e s oo e mmmr o m e 4,081 3, 250 78i | 80.6 19,4
Waekday religious schools: .
Churches reporting, number. .vece-careacoun & 3
Officers and teacher: 30 27
Scholars... o 327 208

! Percent not shown whore base is less than 100.

State tables.—Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 present the statistics for 1986 for the General
Association of Regular Baptist Churches in the United States of America by
States. Table 2 gives for each State the number and membership of the churches
classified according to their location in urban or rural terrvitory and membership
classified by sex. Table 3 gives the number and membership of the churches, the
membership classified as “under 13 years of age’’ and ‘13 years of age and over,”
and data for Sunday schools. Table 4 shows the value of churches and parsonages
and the amount of debt on church edifices. Table 5 presents the church expendi-
tures, showing separately current expenses, improvements, benevolences, etc.
In order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any individual church,
separate presentation in tables 4 and 5 is limited to those States in which three or
more churches reported value and expenditures.

Tasie 2.—NuUMBER AND MuMaRRSHEIF oF CHURCHEES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, AND MEMBERsHIP BY Smx, BY StaTns, 1036

NUMBER 0¥ CHURCHES | NUMBER OF MEMBERS MEMBERSHIF BY SEX

GEOGRAFPHIC DIVISION AND | Males
HTATE Fo- Sox per
. Total || Urban | Rural | Total || Urban |Rural| Male| .y, nob re- | 140 fo-
"~ | ported males
United States_ ... 84 g0 | 84 (22,845 || 16,788 [5, 500 |8, 102 {12,888 | Lver | es.1
NEW ENGLAND: : . ‘
Massachusetts......... bR | - 1] 240 {|eameeee- 240 84 162 |-menvann 61,9
MmDbDLE ATLANTIC:
New York.__.. [ o 18 7 8 | 4,508 3,648
New Jerssy ... 1 b 1N I 828
Pennsylvania 8 & 1,834 1, 494
5 4 1| 1,402 1,203
8 L P 12,704 2,704
1 8 37| 1,871 || 1,338
“Michigan..._ 13 ] 8 | 8,668 ., 84¢
‘Wisconsin. _.........-. b2 | I 2 109 ||emoneun-e
WEsT NORTH OENTRAT:
Minnesota. 4 2 2 9 766 1 200 | 38 B70 |oeeenan 61,5
Towa... 11 -6 514,073 2,032 |1,141 | 903 | 1,380 | 1,700 72.0
Missouri. 1 1 |ommene- 41l 4l femeee- 19 22 |ecoacca [O]
PaACIFIC:
Qalifornia... .ccmvarnnne 4 3 1 566 409 | 157 | 223 343 |oeea s 65.0

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100.
218023—40—12
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TapLn 8.—NumsrR aNp Memsrrsuir or CHURcEDS, MeMBIRsEIP BY Ak,
AND SUNDAY ScrHoOLs, BY StaTms, 1936

a1 | BMEMBERSHIP BY AGH SUNDAY SCHQOLS
Tot um-
GEQGRAPHIC DIVISJON | num- | ber of
AND STATE ber of | mem- || Under [13years| Age |Percent Churches| Ofleors Schol
churches| bers 13 and | notre- | under | oA S and chol-
years | over |ported| 131! € [teachers| 8IS
United States._.... 84 | 22,345 1,233 | 16,603 | 4,500 8,9 83 ] 1,880 | 17,021
NEW ENGLAND:
Massachusetts... .. .. 1 246 20 2268 | 8.1 1 13 99
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York.ocueeon.. 15 | 4,568 126 | 3,253 1, 180 3.7 16 341 2,954
New Jersey... 1 328 5 328 { e L5 1 37 245
Pennsylvania, 8| 183 186 1 1,668 |____.___ 9.1 8 162 1, 456
EAST NORTI CENTRAL:
i 5 1,402 302 | 1,080 40 22.2 4 92 842
8 2,704 160 | 2,644 |onoo... 59 8 222 2,290
11 1,871 110 | 1,452 300 7.0 11 211 1,208
Michigan. . 13 | 3,558 1265 | 2,220 1 1,204 5.3 13 322 3,130
Wisconsin........... 2 199 4 128 67 3.0 2 31 202
4 055 24 031 e 2.5 4 82 813
11 ] 4,073 1321 2,241 | 1,700 5.6 11 204 2,719
1 41 1 : [V PN SR 1 15 80
PacIre:
California......_..__. 4 566 58 508 |oceeo 10.2 4 58 485

1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where baso is less than 100.

TaBLE 4.—VALUE or CBURCHES AND PARBONAGES AND AMOUNT oF CHURCH
D=asr BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is Limited fo States having 3 or more churches reporting value of adifices]

VALUE OF CHURCH | DEBT ON CHURCH VALUE OF
! Total | Num- EDIFICES EDIFICES PARSONAGES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION |number | ber of
AND STATE b of11 c(l;ilﬁrch Oburch . Ohural
churches| edifices urches hurches urches
) reporting | AMOURE | oo ting | Amount reporting | Amount
United States_..... 84 2 71 (81, 894, 448 268 (179, 608 45 | 8176, 450
MIpLE ATLANTIC:
Naw York_ _________ 15 18 U 408,948 51 80,080 10 40, D00
8 7 7 152, 500 2| 29080 i 21, 000
5 3 3 85,000 |.ooom | ceaaen 2 lg
8 4 4 178, 000 3| 18,901 1 1
11 9 9 176, 000 3 9, 450 4 18, 500
18 11 11 59, 600 41 20,420 9 26, 000
WrsT NORTH OENTRAT.:
Minnesota..._.._._. 4 4 4 27,000 2 1,381 3 , 000
TOWH. oo 11 11 11 220, 000 4 15,150 8 27, 000
Pacrric:
Californif. .o oo 4 4 4 23, 500 2 175110 2 R S
Other States.__._... 5 4 14 77, 500 11 25,000 2 28, 950

churach,

? Includes: Massachusotts, 1; New Jersoy, 1; and Wisconsin, 2.

1 Axlzlmunt included in figures shown for “Other States,” to avoid diselosing the statistics of any individusl
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF REGULAR BAPTISTS

TaBLE 5.—CHURCH EXPENDITURES BY Srarms, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 8 or more churches reporting]

175

EXPENDITURES
Tatal
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION number Repairs
AND STATE chuvohes || Oburches | Total Pastors’ | All other and
) reporting amount salarios salaries improve-
ments
TUnited States. .. ........ 84 83 $340, 376 3108, 603 833, 253 317, 638
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
15 14 66, 951 20, 820 8,185 4, 44
8 8 28, 613 9, 038 920 1,536
] b 19,792 5, 988 2,080 1, 665
8 8 86, 400 12,125 8, 462 1, 560
11 11 29,423 13,040 1,278 1,358
13 13 75 710 18, 235 9, 347 1,430
Minnesota... 4 4 12,767 5,332 870 416
OWB e cccamamnmmm e e cmmwns 11 1 48,098 12 828 4, 681 3,019
162
Oalifornia. - weuevewanocaen. 4 4 7,950 4, 501 150 217
Other States. coacaemumaune 5 L] 14,674 5,798 552 805
EXPENDITURES—continued
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION I’aylmenlt Othert Local o
AND STATE on church] curren ,0C8] Home | Torelen 0 Zen- | 4 1) piher
debt, ex- | expenses, | relief and 3 E1 1 oral head-
cluding | ineluding| charity | Tissions | missions |y pparg | DUFDOSES
interest ) interest
United States....o..ooeuan 205,273 | 478, 170 34,888 | 823,168 | @39,888 3301 $11, 409
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ;
3,182 18, 272 621 3,081 5,401 (onaan o 1,845
1, 000 3,884 560 2,762 4, 826 50 3,138
.......... 3, 448 291 1,072 4,88 |- 1,060
2,208 6, 304 396 3,001 3, 869 141 1,124
1, 602 7,737 134 803 2,952 & 309
9,877 18, 286 1, 566 B, 568 11,611 foaoeooaann 1, 800
453 2, 540 41 497 584
5,860 11, 390 039 4,371 818
Pactric:
Californif. . vremacccneean 526 1,007 218 522 528 125 1489
Other 8tateS. o oooeoomeaes 475 5,802 202 441 697 10 392

1 Includes: Massachusstis, 1; Now Jersey, 1; Wisconsin, 2; and Missouri, 1.
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

The General Association of Regular Baptist Churches in the United States of
America is not a convention. It is a fellowship. It is an endeavor to get back
to the old-fashioned ideals, policies, and practices of Baptists as they used to be.

The association hag a very simple constitution, and has as its basis of fellow-
ship the truths expressed in the old New Hampshire Confession of Faith, with a
premillennial interpretation of the last article.

- The constitution provides that any Baptist church in the United States which
subscribes to the Constitution and Confession of Faith of the Association, and
signifies in writing its desire to find fellowship with the association, may be received
into fellowship—not membership. A Baptist church cannot be a member of
anything outside itself,

The Articles of Faith briefly stated are: We believe—that the Bible is the Word
of God; in the Holy Trinity; in the personality of Satan as.the author of all powers
of darkness; that man came by direct creation of God; that man is born in sin;
in the deity of Christ; the virgin birth; that the salvation of sinners is wholly of
grace, through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God; that faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ is the only condition of salvation and justification; that all who are
truly born again are kept by God the Father for Jesus Christ; in the everlasting
felicity of the saved and the everlasting conscious suffering of the lost; in the bodily
resurrection; the ascension; the premillennial return of Christ and His millennial
reign; and that civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and
good order of human society. Two ordinances are observed—baptism by immer-
sion and the Lord’s Supper.

In polity the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches is congregational,
believing that the local echurch has the absolute right of self-government.

There iz no denominational missionary agency, but contributions are made for
mission activities through approved independent Baptist missionary' agencies.

1 This statement, was preparad from {nformation furnighed by David Otls Fuller, D, D., secretary-treas-
%E?rhGenerul Association of Regular Baptist Churches in the United States of America, Grand Rapids,
ch,



SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS (GERMAN, 1728)

STATISTICS

Summary for the Unlted States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Seventh Day Baptists (German, 1728) for the
year 19386 is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures
between urban and rural terrltory All of the organizations reported in 1936, as
in previous census years, were in the State of Pennsylva.ma, This body appea,led
with the German Baptist Brethren (Dunkers) prior to 1936.

The membership of this body comprises baptized belisvers who have been
enrolled as members upon personal profession of faith. Baptism is by trine
immersion, forward.

TasLe L—SuMMARY OF StTaTistios ForR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerrrTORY, 1936

PERCENT 1on'
In urban In rural TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), nUMDEr. cnacweaunn 3 1 b2 N P,
Members, number 137 11 120 8.0 92.0
Average membership per church......___. 46 11 [11: 20 P R
Membership by sex:
Male - 61 8
FemAale . . oo o oo e e 6 5
Males per 100 females 1 ———
Membership by age:
Under 13 F6arS. e crcemenncrmrccuremas cmnn L 3 | PR ———— (- 35 (U F——
13 years and over. ... 133 11 122 8.3 9.7
Percent under 13 years 2 I | FR— : R P ERI
Sunday schools:
. Churches reporting, number_ ... __.__-__._.._
Officers and teachers
Scholars..

! Percent not shown where base is less than 100,
% Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100,

Comparative data, 1906-36—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of the Seventh Day Baptlsts (Ger-
man, 1728) for the census years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906.

177
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Tasre 2.—CoMPARATIVE SumMARY, 1906 To 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations), number_ .o acuaneeae 3 4 [ 5
Increase ! over preceding census:
Numher.
Percent ?
Members, number,
Incrense ! over preceding census:
umber -7 8 [ots) S R,
Percent —4.9 5.9 180 [oeecammaas
Average membership per church 46 36 27 33"
Church edifices, number. ... uoiemcmemaas 3 4 3 i
Valug—number reporting. 2 4 3 4
Amount reported. - oo oonenoon $18, 000 $33, 000 $40, 800
Avorage value per church 00 $1%, 000 $10, 200
Dabt—number reporting. oo e a2 2
Amotnt reported. o o e i e s s oo mmmamanan $3, 600
Expenditures: .
Churches reporting, number. .. ocowocomcmeemunneea| 2 31 B el
Amount reported........... 81,080 |-cmcmeaeenen
Pagtors’ salaries.
All other salaries. .- ...
Repairs and improvemen $1,005 [ccmmmmimann
Paymaont on church debt, excluding interest. .| _______.
All other current sxpenses, including interes $102
Local relief and charity, Red C: $50
Home missions.. $70
Foreign missions e mememmne e ae $000 $378 |acummrmececn
To general heada! $15
All other purposes. $35
Not classifled-. .oomo oo I IR $500 | emmen
Average expenditure per chureh . ..o $101 $800 $306 [eooemnm e
Sunday schools: .
Churches reporting, number. o ..oov  coocmmnauen 2 3 3 2
Officers and teachers. « oo 12 24 24 13
Scholars - 105 144 162 130

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.
2 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

Among the earlier settlers in the United States was John Conrad Beissel, who
with others arrived in Boston in the fall of 1720. They reached Philadelphia
October 20, 1720.

These people fled from the Palatinate in Germany on account of religious
persecution, John Conrad Beissel was a skilled baker and an adept in music.
He became converted in 1715, then 25 years of age. In due course of time he
joined the Pietists. Because of persecutions by his fellow eraftsmen and church
authorities he decided to come to America and join the hrotherhood on the Wig-
gahickon in the vicinity of Germantown, Pa., arriving in 1720,

CGreat was his surprise when he learned that the community had ceased to
exist as an organized body. Xelpius, their leader, was dead; Kdster, a promi-
nent member, had returned to Germany; and others were scattered. Some
lived nearby as hermits.

Maitthai, a hermit whom Beissel consulted, advised him to remain in German-
town for a time and learn the weaver’s art. Acting upon this advice, he inden-
tured himself to one Peter Becker, of Germantown, who had come from the
Schwartzenau commurity in Germany the year before (1719), and who later
became the founder of the German Baptist Brethren, or Dunkards.

t This statement, which is substantially the same us that published in vol. IT of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1026, has been revised by Miss Bmme C. Monn, sceretary of the Seventh Day Baptist Misslonary
Board, Wayneshoro, Pa., and approved by her in its present form.
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Beissel was cordially received into the devout family of his master. He sug-
gested to Becker that he call together his former companions to try to renew
their religious zeal, advice which he evidently followed.

Having finished his trade of weaver, Beissel now determined to carry out
his original purpose, and with a former companion visited the Conestoga Valley
in Lancaster County. There in the primitive forest by a spring they built a
cabin on the banks of the Muhlbach (Mill Creek), a branch of the Conestoga
River. The two men entered upon a life of seclusion and prayer. They exhorted
their ‘neighbors when opportunity offered and imparted instruction to young
men who were sent to them. This was virtually a free school, the curriculum
strictly religious and moral,

Later others of Beissel’s ship companions joined him. Religious meetings
were held regularly in the small hut in the forest and about the country as oppor-
tunity offered. They also visited different communities or settlements. Their
mode of life, earnest exhortations, and revival services aroused mueh attention
among the settlers.

In 1722 the Germantown Baptists began to make journeys to the scattered
ones through the Province (Pennsylvania) and to hold religious services. On
December 25, 1723, some candidates for baptismm chose Peter Becker as their
baptizer, Tollowing this they organized into a congregation. They continued
to malke journeys and hold services with the other communities. In 1724 Beissel
submitted to baptism by his friend and former master, Peter Becker. Beissel
and two of his companions were then already observers of the seventh day as
the Sabbath.

The newly baptized elected Beissel as their teacher. Upon his ordination io
this office a large measure of the spirit rested upon him and he conducted all
meetings with astonishing strength, This congregation held its first love feast
December 1724.

In the year 1728 Beissel published a little book on the Sabbath. It was so
effective that the congregation now publicly adopted the Sabbath as the day for
divine services. The observance of the Sabbath brought persecution. They
were imprisoned by the authorities and fined. This congregation consisted of
both the solitary and householders.

They had been much beholden in divine work to the Germantown Baptists.
But as they embraced and taught doctrines such as celibacy and the observance
of the seventh day as the Sabbath, which were at variance with the tenets of the
Germantown Baptists or Dunkards, dissensions arose, and Beissel and his follow-
ers formally withdrew from them and organized as Seventh Day Baptists in
December 1728.

In 1732 Beissel left his congregation and removed to Ephrata, a few miles
distant. Here he was joined by others of both sexes who shared his ideas and
whom he organized into the Ephrata Society. Celibacy was enjoined. Separate
houses were built for the two sexes, each of which was organized in monastic
fashion, the “brothers’ house’” having its prior, the “sisters’ house” its prioress.
The society grew rapidly. Industries were organized on the communistic plan,
which flourished. But Beissel thought them out of harmony with the spiritual
purpose of the community; they were, therefore, soon greatly curtailed and kept
subordinate to the religious idea. Ephrata had, hoWwever, one of the first schools
(1735) in that part of the country, and its printing establishment (1742) was one
of the earliest and best. A Sabbath school (for Bible study) was organized there
by Ludwig Hocker, assisted by his sister (1738).

As time advanced the celibate membership diminished. Toward the close of
the nineteenth century, celibacy as a feature of the society had disappeared
entirely, the properties being under control of a board of trustees.

Aboutb 1764 a settlement of Seventh Day Baptists was made at Spow Hill,
3 miles north of Waynesboro, Franklin County, Pa, Members from Lancaster
County and other places joined them, Here, too, a Seventh Day Baptist Society
was organized (1800). Its government was similar to that of Ephrata, but the
building was more modern. Religious services were held in the saal, a large room
in the building for that purpose. Later (1829) a church was built nearby. The
last member of this society died in 1894, The property was legally transferred to
the congregation in 1900. In each of these communities the members of the
congregation and the societies met for worship.

Formerly the German language was used in religious services. Gradually came
the change to English, which is now used exclusively.
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DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

The points of doctrine on which special emphasis is laid are: (1) The inspiration
of the Bible; (2) one God, the Father, and Jesus Christ, his Son, the Mediator; (3)
the Ten Commandments as still the rule of righteousness for all mankind; (4)
baptism by trine forward immersion; (5) foot washing in connection with the com-
munion service; (6) the anointing of the sick; (7) the blessing of infants; (8)
observance of the seventh day as Sabbath; (9) induction to the ministry by personal
request for ordination, instead of election by the congregation as formerly. The
doctrine of nonresistance ig held to be involved in the sixth commandment.

- Each congregation elects delegates to the General Conference which convenes
annually the second week in June. Ministers are delegates by virtue of their
office, and are entitled to vote.

Home missionary work is under the care of the missionary board. There is no
special educational or philanthropic work.



NATIONAL BAPTIST EVANGELICAL LIFE AND SOUL
JS{;L/I\]/;:II];\}%;AASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED STATES OF

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the National Baptist Evangelical Life and Soul
Saving Assembly of the United States of America for the year 1936 is presented
in table 1, which shows algo the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory.

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who feel that it is
their duty to seek daily to save lost souls and reclaim backsliders.

T'ﬁli% 1bod.y was not reported prior to 1936, hence no comparative data are
available.

Taprs L.—SuMMARY oF SramrsTics ForR CHURCEES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TrErRITORY, 1936

PERGEN’I.‘l
Inurban | Inrural OF TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number. . .oooeo-- 28 21 7
Members, RUMbOE e oo a i —— 2,300
Avoerage membership per chureh.. ... 82
Membership by sex:
MALE. e o e e e 068
POMAIR e m oo e e 1,334
Males per 100 fornales. ... vrmmwmecaeae h2.4
Membership by age:
Under 13 Yearsawm c—cccocacuuun- 245
13 years and 0Ver - < vemaci e 1,873
Apenot reported. ..o wveenaramcccmanaanan 182
Percont under 13 yearsd . ccvcmcammenn 1.6
Church adifices, number.. 21 15 8
Valuo—number reporting. .o ovevevonmmnmaa. 20 14 [ 3% SO (R,
Amount reported . $84, 4560 $40, 059 $35, 400 B8.1 41.9

Constructed prior to 1936.i $68, 834 $33, 434 $35, 400 48.68 61. 4

Congstructed, wholly or

1086 emmcm e mmemeaee $15, 625 $16, 625
Average value per chure $4, 223 $3, 504
Debt—number reporting.. 5 3
Amount reported.. .. $2,787 $1, 687
Number reporting “no debt™ . - oo aaens 1 1
Parsonages, QUMD e oo ccemammscrmammenmmnnan 6 [
Valto—number reporting. - coeeeeennnanaena- 6 {75 NSO JSRUU R,
Amount reported.. $4, 650 $4,650 |-ecurcnnconn 100.0 {omc e
Expenditures: -
Churches reporting, number. oo oeoeeunnZ 26 19 /% P
Amount reported. .o emremaena $12, 001 $10, 624 82,217 82.4 17.6
Pastors’ salaries. $5, 726 $4, 671 $1, 056 81.8 18.4
All other salaries. .owemamcccaeeanne - $1,061 $861 2 81.1 18.9
Repairs and improvements $1, 597 $062 $035 60.2 39.8
Payment on church debt, excluding in-
EOrESt . e cm e e g $3,037 $2, 937 $180 96.7 3.3

Alt] other current expenses, ineluding in-

erest. w——— 29

Local relief and charity, Red Cross, et 253

Home migsions... . $4056

i $159

$203

$d1

$408

Sunday schools: )

Churches reporting number 26 19 L S R,
Officers and teachers. _ weveuaccuuucmane - 214 147 67 68.7 3.3
Bcholars..... - - 950 . 0622 328 5.5 34.5

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.
1 Based on membership with age classifieation reported,
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State tables.—Tables 2, 8, and 4 present the statistics for 1936 for the National
Raptist Evangelical Life and Soul Saving Assembly of the United States of
Ameriea by States. Table 2 gives for each State the number and membership
of the churches classified according to their location in urban or rural territory
and membership classified by sex and by age. Table 3 shows the value of churches
and parsonages, the amount of debt on church edifices, and data for Sunday

 schools. Table 4 presents the church expenditures, showing separately eurrent
expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing the
financial statistics of any individual chureh, separate presentation in tables 3 and
4 is limited to those States in which three or more churches reported value and

expendifures.

TapLe 2,—NUMBER AND MuemeERsHIP oF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, AND MEMBERSHIP BY SEX AND BY A@E, BY SraTms, 1936

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP
CHURCHES MEABERS BY SEX MEMBERSHIP BY AGE
o
8 B3R
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION = g B © 5
AND STATE wa | 8 fot g <]
Q@ 12 @ g
S5 s | &) B
Q3 ] . +a
— = D o 1 [=} =]
s B|2|8 8 % g5 8% 8|8 58
i~ [
eflflela(slald|lalg |8la(X|&
United States.....-... 28 21 7(2, 80011, 241{1,050| 068/1,334] v2.4| 245 1,878 182 11.6
‘Wear NorRTH OENTRAL:
- Missouri. ..o oo 3 ] - 245! 245[..... 100[ 145 69.0 30  215]...... 12,2
North Dakota . ... 1 ] 10| 10f..... [/ I SO SOOI SO 10| eemm
WeST SouTH CENTRAL:
Louigiang oo ccceoeeann 7 3 411,207{1 &22| 776| 5420 7650 7L.8 157 1,140)._.... 12,1
2 I 1f 851)| 160f 191 181 170 106.5 28 163 160 14.7
3 1 2 117] 24/ 93 38 8lfee...- 171 100} o—--. 145
Montana . ... 4 56 2
2 32 15
! 1 b
2 117] 34
Paciric:
Washington. ... 2) 2 ... 43 48f ... 13 30|.eeo- [i] . P
[8) C:1-47) { A 1 ... 20 20|..... 8 1. 3 b/ PR

! Ratio not shewn where number of females is less than 100,
1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base is less than 100.

TapLe 8.—VaLue oF CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES AND AmouNt of CHURGH

Dmsr, aAND SunNpAY ScHOOLS, BY StATES, 1936 :
[Separate presentation is limited to Btates having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

YALUE OF DEBT ON :
VALUE OF
CHURCH CHURCH SUNDAY SCEOOLS
%‘3 - EDIFICES EpIFIcRS | PARSONAGES
53
g | &
418 n
sla| 8 g g g3
STATE ke 5 B E {'% B §
4 = <3 a 5]
a | 8 & 8 & S
el 8 = | 8] ¢ |8 & 28]%)a
- | a g g 4 g ! g g | B |2
218 B 8 1E) 8188 28183
© | 2 |
S & < o < B < B |S | a
United States......_. 28 21 20 |24, 459 51 %2,787 81 34,850 28| 214 860
Louisians_.ooveeomomneoos 7 7 7 | 85,700 2| 1,200 cacmasfemcmn 7 78 512
Other States. . —-ceomoeoo. 21 14 113 | 28,759 31 1,887 81 4,660 19 [ 136 438

! Includes 2 churches in each of the following States—Missourl, Texas, Idaho, Ttah, and Washington’
and 1 in each of the following—Montana, Wyoming, and Oregon,
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TaBLe 4.—CrURCE ExXpENDITURDS BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or mors churches reporting]

g EXPENDITURES
g b oy lneo | ,
S 25 % |4 £ lg
€% g | & |5, BE |58 |= g1g | g
STATE 5|8 = | 5 (Ha2 (%% (BS |8 |82 (8 !&
siel 201 g 98 8%, e g% 28|
Bllg] g | &) 5 |38 [85,%48)87 |45 |E°| &
218 = || 8|2 |4 |885[sas = |88 |4
Zl20 B (3|3 |2 |Ee=AR5(E (§|e | |2
gllo|a |4 | d|a & [ |3 ("d|=|& |3
United States..__..._._. 28|1 26(312, 001{|85, 726(31, 061(31, 597
MISSOUTnnn e mmmmacccmemae 3 3| 2,716 1,720 250! 300
TLouisiana. I 7| 3,178 1,700] 345f 620
Texas....- - 8 3 602 107:] PN P,
Montana. ... 4 4 165 51
Other States.._._ . L 11 9y 6,2163 1,760) 466 562

! Tncludes 2 churches in each of the following States—Idaho, Washington, and Utsh; and 1 in each of the
following—OXklalioma, Wyoming, and Oregon.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

The National Baptist Evangelical Life and Soul Saving Assembly of the United
States of America was founded by A. A. Banks, November 25, 1920, in Kansas
City, Mo. The first session of the assembly was held in St. Stephen Baptist
Church of that eity. For 15 years this body was affiliated with the National
Baptist Convention Unineorporated, but differences arose and in September
1036, in Birmingham, Ala,, the National Baptist Evangelical Life and. Soul Sav-
ing Assembly declared itself to be an independent organization.

This body has always done relief work and has majored in the soul saving
buginess. Its aim has been for each member to add one member to the kingdom

annually,

The assembly it now establishing headquarters in all of the leading cities of

the United States when suitable workers can he found to look after the work.
The intention of the founder is to make the organization world-wide. The aim
of the organization is 1,000,000 souls for Christ annually through its many

“workers.

ared from information [urnished by A. A.Banks, founder and exceutive cagj}uin
lical Lifo and Soul Saving Assombly of the United States of America, Mus-

O

1 This statement was prep
of the National Baptist Evange
kogeo, Okla.
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