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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the loeal churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the

_number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are

used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the chureh, or denomination, under
consideration. Bach church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘“‘member” is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members “under 13 years of age’’ and those “13
years of age and over,”” so far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership “13 years of age and over”’ usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and ofher political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1986, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.
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1w GENERAL INTRODUCQTION

Church edifices.—-A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
rel‘lrgallo;l: iirzfsf;h property.~ ~The term ‘“value of church property”’ was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies f‘or 1916 and 1906 and the term
t#yalue of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. T.he figures
are strietly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by’IPI?:h“z:?lf:.of church edifices” comprises the estimated value o.f the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations report}ng, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furmtu're, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the e¢hurches and fa,ct.ua]ly used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for social
or educational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value o'f tpe parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had ‘“no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiseal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s salary oo oo oo
For all other salaries. oo cue
For repairs and improvements._.___ T
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. ...
For all local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete...__. ..
Tor all other current expenses, including interest.____.
For home missions_ . ___ ... ..
For foreign missions... . _______._._____.___ .
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

Total expenditures during year......________ ___._______

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case. )

Sunday schools,.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,

“including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools eonducted by
‘the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The gtatistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations,




CHURCHES OF GOD, HOLINESS

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statigtics for the Churches of God, Holiness, for the year 1936 is
presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural territory. No parsonages were reported by this body. These
statistics were compiled from schedules sent directly to the Bureau by the pastor
or clerk of the individual churches and the data relate to these churches only.

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who are baptized
by immersion on profession of belief in the divinity of Jesus Christ and of adher-
ence to New Testament teachings.

TaBLE 1.—SuMMARY or SraTistics FoR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TErrITORY, 1936

I’ERCENTIOF
. . In urban In rural TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory |——-——7—
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number_ . _..._.____ 36 23 12 | e
Members, NUMBEr. . .o e 5,872 5, 162 710 87.9 12,1
Average membership per church 168 294 Fit I IR IS,
2, 252 1, 080 | 26+ 88.3 1.7
3,370 2,928 447 86.7 13.3
Sex not reported. .. oo 250 250 | s 1000 §a o
Males per 100 fermales. ..o oo eeeeoens 606.8 08,0 Fit: 20 T DR [,
Membership hy age:
Under 13 years.... 1,495 1,222 273 8L.7 18.4
13 years and over... 4, 377 3, 040 437 90,0 10,0
Poveent under 1 25,5 2.7 57 7 R R
Church edifices, number. ... ..o 17 12
Value—number reporting. 17 12
Amonnt reported.. ... .._ $116, 900 $108, 500
Constructed prior $0 1936 o een .. $110, 900 $102, 500
Constructed, wholly or.in part, in 1936. $86, 000 $0, 000
Avorage value per chureh. ... ______._. $6, 876 $8, 042
Debt—number reporting. ... oo 5 ]
Amount reported. ..o _. $39, 500 $89, 500
Number reporting “no debt” .. oooo ... 5 3
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number 34 22
Amount reported._... - $27, 413 $24, 579
Pastors’ SaIATIeS. .o e o meecmee e aeee $11, 341 $10, 076
All other salaries....._..._. - $236 £
Repairs and improvements. $2, 440 $2, 225
Payment on church debt,
b $2, 875 $2, 875
$5, 582 45, 487
§1, 373 $1, 036
Home missions. $023 $725
Forelgn mission $680 $525
To general headquartors for distribut $1,796 |- 81,415
All other purposes.......... $167 $85
Average expenditure per chureh.... $806 $1, 117
Sunday sohools:
Churches reporting, number. 32
Officers and teacher: 206
SEROIALS. o e e e 2,312
Weekday religious schools:
Churches reporting, namber.. 9
Officers and teaghers. 55
Seholars. oo ceeocaan 525

1 Percont not shown where bago {8 less than 100,
22801240 1



2 OENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

Comparative data, 1936 and 1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the.available statistics of the Churches of God, Holi-
ness, for the census years 1936 and 1926.

TaBLe 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1936 AnD 1926

ITEM 1936 | 1926 ITEM 1936 | 1926
Churches (local organizations), Expenditures: . :
number_ 35 20 Churches reporting, number.. 34 26
Inecrease over preceding cen- Amount reported.._ .. $27, 413| $35, 878
suS; Pastors’ salari $11, 841
NUMbDer e oo eee e ] — All other salar $236
Pereent Lo oo e Repairs and improve
MONES . e $2, 440 %7, 878
Members, nUmMber.ooooooaueo-o 5,872 2,278 Payment ou church debt, el
Increase over preceding cen-~ excluding interest.._ ... $2, B75
sus: All other eurrent expenses,
Number- ..o 3,004 ... including interest_...... $5, 582
Percent oo oo 167.8)ce e Local relief and charity,
Average membership per Red Cross, etC.......... $1, 373
chureh oo 168 79 Home missions._. 5923
Forelgn missions. _..._.._ $680|) $8, 000
Church edifices, number...._.... 17 16 Ta general headquarters
Value—number reporting... ... 17 16 for distribution ___.___. $1, 796
Amount reported..._..... $116, 00|$150, 700 All other purposes.....__. $167
Average value per church.| $6,876) $9,981 Average expenditure per
Drebt—number reporting.-..... 5 7 chureh. . __ .. ... .. $806| $1,380
Amount reported.._..._._ $39, 500| %71,375
Sunday schools:
Parsonages, number .. ..o ..o |aceooioi|onaannn Churches reporting, number... 32 27
Value-—number reporting..._..| ... 2 Officers and teachers.._.__ 205 174
Amount reported.........{-o.oo_ §16, 700 Seholars ... ool 2,812| 1,240

1 Parcent not shown where base is Iess than 100,

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Churches of
God, Holiness, by States. Table 3 gives for each State for 1936 the number and
membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or
rural territory, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools.
Table 4 gives for selected States the number and membership of the churches
for the census years 1936 and 1926, together with the membership for 1936
classified as “under 13 years of age” and “13 years of age and over.” Table 5
shows the value of church edifices and the amount of debt on such property for
1936. Table 6 presents, for 1936, the church expenditures, showing separately
current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing
the financial statistics of any individual ehurch, separate presentation in tables 5
and 6 is limited to those States in which three or more churches reported value
and expenditures.



CHURCHES OF GOD, HOLINESS 3

TaBLE 3.—NUMBER AND MumBERsHIP oF CHURCHES 1N URBAN aND RURAL
TerrRITORY, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, AND SUNDAY ScHooLs, RY STaTES, 1936
NUMBER OF NUMRER OF SUNDAY
CHURCITES MEMBERS UEMBERSHIF BY SEX SCHOOLS
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND = §~ ] w0 Bw
STATE -5 88 [28]°5
. o (8| a3 |98 wd| B
=g~ = <[ - 3 |R8leg |e8|83] 2
258 g 2 it 2 g CIEGEER R 2 =]
S22 B 4 3 G S |5 37 a4 4
Bl A = PRl & | & |8 |2 [0l | &
United States......_.... 35 || 23 | 12 5,872 |{5,162 | 710 {2,252 |3,B870 | 250 | 66.8 | 32 | 205 | 9,812
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
ew York __ ... __._. 3 31| 950 950 (. ... 270 2 18 183
New Jersey.... 1 1f....f 100 100 |._... 30 1 ] 20
Fennsylvania . .co...... 2 1 178 163 | 15 90 1 4 20
B AST NORTH CENTRAL:
i 2 2 1....] 157 157 |..... 75 1 5 25
2 1 1 192 1686 | 27 92 2 11 60
1 1. .. 45 45 ... 15 1 & 25
WEST NORTH CENTRAL:
Missouri.. .. oo T 1 P2 | 24 12 12 | 1 6 25
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Maryland.._._._____ ... .| 1 P | 20 5 15
District of Columbia 1 14.__-| 300 300 ... .. 9 126
Virginia.._.._...._ | 2 1 1| 416 400 15 16 1R85
West Virginia. VO [ O | O B AN | PR 19 7 67
North Carolina.. 1 1]....|] 63 (i1 P— 3 20
South Carolina. . - 8 31 51,415 875 | 640 b7 891
Georgia..oooee 6 5| 1(L773 1,723 | 50 a8 531
T AST SOURI CENTRAL: i
T ennessee . .o cuooooonnn 2 2 ... 121 ) A 47 i T I I 2] 11 35
Wear Soury CENTRAL:
Louisianga. ... 1 1[...] 100 100 |..... 40 £V N P 1 8 60

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is Iess than 100,

TABLE 4.—~NumBErR AND MEmBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, 1936 AND 1926, AND
MzrmBERSHIP BY AGE IN 1936, BY STAaTES

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1936 or 1926]

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
CHURGHES MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1936
STATE

. . Under 13 | 13 years | Percent

1936 | 1926 | 1936 | 1926 years |and over | under 18
United States. oo oo meoreccanan 35 29 5,872 2,978 ‘1,495 4,377 26.5
New York. . e [ 7 0950 f...._... 151 799 15.9

North Carolina 1 4 63 136 [} 57 m

South Carolina 8 7 1,415 6831 544 871 38,4
Georgif. . oo i} 3| 1,773 749 388 1,385 21.9
Other States_ ..o 117 15 1,671 763 406 1, 266 24.3

L Percent not shown where hase is less than 100, .

2 Includes 2 churches in each of the following States—Pennsylvauin, Ohin, Ilinois, Virginia, and Tennessee;
and 1in each of the following—New Jersey, Michigan, Missouri, Maryland, West Virginia, and Louisiana,
and the Distriet of Columbia,



4 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

TaBLE 5.—Varve orF CourcEes AND AMounT oFf CHURCH DEBT BY
Srares, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

VALUE OF CHURCH DEBT ON CHURCH
Totgl N un}ber EDIFICES EDIFICES
number o
s h ofh c(]lalgcb Ct h Churek
churches | edifices wrches urches
v reporting | AWOUAL | fononting | Amount
‘ United States..o—o_.om.... 35 17 17 | $118, 900 5| 839,500
South Carolina... ... ... 8 5 5 8,000 |. e
(€710 ¢4 - N [ 4 4 49, 500 1 20, 000
Other States ... ooooumoiaeea 21 8 18 &8, K00 4 19, 500

1 IﬁcIudqs 1 church in each of the following States—New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Virginia,
West Virginia, Tennesses, and Louisiana,

TaBLE 6.—CrURCcHE EXPENDITURES BY STaTES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

2 EXPENDITURES
g
L las lewm | o .
% 60 ﬁ s 5 3,5 5 g 7
P -] Jw | © w3 2
IR 8 g (858 |2 5 =4
Sl s 8 1€ lgs|°5 |88 |4 g1 gl
STATE sllal 8 E (519855 |E8 |2 AR-RE: =55
=1 = o o5 || | - oL [ A
g1 = e ] ] @ 2 I8 o8 | 4 g ¥
' b =g (SRS | e (=
Al B |l 2|8 ed|Bsy 88 °18(g 888
318 3 g |8 g~ |E5zB8slg |81% B
sial ® 2 || & |zo3|28H| 8 slE|le |m
B|O]| & YR R - Qo 5 H|=| &= <

7

United States 34|327, 413(1811, 341 323682, 440|382, 875{85, 582 (81, 373(392318680,31, 798(3167

New York___ 2001 4501 1,624) 185| 260) 110{  335|....
South Caroli 8 2,630 --| 850[ 150f...... 205( 220( 130]  470|....
Georgla. 6| 8625} 3,2256; v&! 1,000{ 1,400 1,640 &50| 166 225 320| 25

P
R oLl | o
o
n2
S
=3

Other States. ... .c.oooeoooo

117) 10, 618)| 4,026 161] 690] 875| 2,318| 343| 278| 215 671| 142

! Includes 2 churches in each of the following States—Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, and Tennesses;
and 1 in each of the following—New Jersey, Illinols, Michigan, Missouri, Maryland, West Virginia, North
Carolina, and Louisiana, and the Distriet of Columbia,

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The organization known as Churches of God, Holiness, dates back to the year
1914, when Rev. K. H. Burruss began preaching the gospel of entire sanctifica-
tion to a little group of eight people at Atlanta, Ga. It was not until July 1916,
however, that the denomination was ovganized at Atlanta, by Rev. Burruss, at
which time large churches were established both at Atlanta and at Norfolk, Va.,
as the result of great revivals held in those cities. The denomination continued
to prosper until, by the year 1922, 35 churches had been established. These
churches were located in 11 States and in Cuba, the Canal Zone, and British
West Indies. In the year 1922 the churches were brought into a national organi-
%i[it{pn, which is now known as the National Convention of the Churches of God,

oliness, :

The headquarters of this denomination are at Atlanta, Ga.

! No ravision of history, dqeirine, or organization was furnished by this body for 1936, hence this staterment
Is the same as that published in vol. IT of the Report on Raligious Bodies, 1926,




CHURCHES OF GOD, HOLINESS 5

DOCTRINE

This denomination believes not only in the inspiration of the Seriptures but
that the New Testament is the standard by which all doetrine must be tested,
and that all rules of government for the churches are to be found therein. TFur-
thermore, it holds that the New Testament “‘gives safe and clearly applied
instructions on all methods of labor, sacred and secular, and all conduet of life
even to the innermost thoughts of the heart and impulses of the soul.” I&
acknowledges belief in the Trinity, in justification, sanctification, and regenera-
tion, and it holds that the gift of the Holy Ghost is an act subsequent to con-
version. It teaches both present and ultimate perfection. A belief in the
possibility of divine healing is a necessary qualification for membership. How-
ever, it is clearly stated in the discipline of the denomination that physicians
and medicines are not denounced in the Bible, but are approved for those who
desire them.

The ordinances of the church are baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The form
of baptism is “burial in water and rising again.”” Although the washing of feet
is a practice which this denomination approves, “as obeying the Lord,” it is not
a regularly observed ordinance of the church.

ORGANIZATION

The highest ecclesiastical body of this denomination, called the National Con-
vention, is a delegated bodyv whose province it is to eleet the national president.
The State convention is next in rank and is held annually. A State overseer,
whose duty il is ““to see that all churches under his jurisdiction shall be diseci-
plined according to the New Testament Scriptures,” is appointed by the national
president or hishop, who also assigns all pastors to the local churches. The
deacons are assistants to the pastor and hold office as long as their conduct
justifies it. There are five auxiliaries to the National Convention, the Christian
Women’s Willing Workers, the Young People’s Union, the Sunday school, the
Purity Club, and the Gospel Spreading Commitiee.

The official church paper is the Bethlehem Star.

O
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, eongre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or o the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations wag slightly in excess of the number of e¢hurches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Faech church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘‘member” is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members ‘“under 13 years of age” and those ‘13
years of age and over,” so far as reported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership “13 years of age and over” usually affords a bebter basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

iy



v GENERAL INTRODUCTIION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term *“value of church property’”’ was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“yalue of church edifices’” has heen substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The ‘“‘value of church edifices’” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a chureh building are used for social
or edueational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such eases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.~—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures,—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s salary ..ol S
For all other 8alaries.. .o oo mmmme e
For repairs and imMprovements o o ccweececmmean  ameameem -
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. ... . oo
For all local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete...
For all other current expenses, including interest__
For home missions.. ..o oo oo e
For foreign missions..... oo oo oo e
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them e mmmmm e
For all other PUIrPOSeS - o v - e e e

Total expenditures Uring year .acmvecvcocoecae  cmmana- oo~

Averages.—The average number of members per church ig obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditiure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of echurches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
ineluding, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations, .




CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN UNION OF OHIO

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio
for the year 1936 is presented in the following table, which shows the distribution
of these figures between urban and rural territory. The data given for 1936 repre-
sent 86 active organizations, all reported from the State of Ohio. These statistics
were compiled from schedules sent directly to the Bureaun by the pastor or clerk
of the individual churches and the data relate to these churches only.

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who have been
approved by the church officials.

The Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio were not reported prior to
1936, hence no comparative data are available.

A GeENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS For CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TrrrITORY, 1936

PERCENT OF

TOTAL 1
EM Total In urban | In rural

terrltory territory

Urban | Rural

86 19 (5 78 IR IR

3, 568 1, 848 1,722 51,7, 48.3

41 28 |42 IR

1,424 763 671 52,9 47,1

2,106 1, 003 1,013 51,8 48,1

Sex not reported 88 | eae b1 2N I I

Males per 100 females 67.6 68,9 11+ 52 U S,
Membership by age:

Under 13 ¥ears. e oooecmcecoooeeee 164 101 63 6.6 38,4

18 yearsand over. ... ... 3,160 1, 608 1,552 50,9 40.1

Age not reported.... ... 244 137 107 56.1 43,9

Percent under 13 years 2. ... ____.___ 4.9 5.9 ;7 20 DR IS

Church edifices, number, 70 17 [ 20 P I,

Valug—number reporting
Amount reported. .. . _._____
Constructed prior to 1936

67 16 51
$160, 716 $05, 846 $64, 870 59,6 40.4
$152, 886 %05, 048 $g;, 840 62.2 37.8

Construected, wholly orin 47,830 $300 , 030 10.2 89.8
Average value per church..... $2, 399 $5, 990 $1,272 [ o
Debt—number reporting. .. __ 14 7 2 R I,
Amountreported..______ . $21, 471 $14, 700 $86, 762 68. 5 316
Number reporting “‘no debt” . ... ______.. 39 7 72 SRR EURRN
Parsonages, NUMDEr.oooo oo 3
Value—number rep 2
ATnount reported. oo e $8,000
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number -85 19 {170 IO
Amount reported.. $60, 643 941,164 $28, 470 59,1 40.9
Pastors’ salari $27, 971 $16, 613 $11, 358 59.4 40,6
All other salarles $3, 632 32,302 $1, 330 63. 4 36.6
Repairs and impr $7, 460 $4, 487 42,973 60.1 30.9
Payment on church debt,
terest. .. ... $5,1056 $3, 775 81,330 73.9 26,1
Al other cu
L R $8, 951 $5, 044 33, 007 56.4 43.6
Local relief an 3563 [ 3128 77.6 22.4
Home missions. _. 3890 $857 $333 62.6 37.4
Foreign missions. $5, 483 $3, 475 $2, 008 63. 4 36.8
To general headqua $3, 960 $2, 273 $1, 687 57.4 42.6
All other purposes. $5, 628 $2, 201 $3,427 30.1 60.9
Average expenditure per chur 4810 $2, 167 $482 | e
Sundgay schools:
Churches reporting, number. - 79 18 61
Officers and teachers... 706 304 492
Scholars. ... - § 710 3,084 2,626

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.
2 Based on membership with age classifieation reported.

225079—40 1



2 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio trace their origin as an
independent ecclesiastical body to the year 1909 at the Couneil of the Christian
Union Churches which was held at Marshall, Ohio. A prominent breach was
present among the churches of this distriect. The point of controversy was over
holiness as a second definite work of grace subsequent to regeneration. The non-
holiness believers, being in the controlling power, enacted certain legislation to
put to death this true holiness group. But instead of dying this group, headed
by Rev. J. H. MecKibban, withdrew by compulsion and took the present name,
Churches of Chrigt in Christian Union of Ohio. :

On October 27, 1809, a convention was held by this group at the Christian
Union Publishing House at Washington Courthouse, Ohio, over which Rev, E. S.
Cartright presided. At this convention a charter of the Churches of Christ in
Christian Union of Ohio was read and endorsed by the ministry and members
present. There was also a Deeclaration of Rights written and presented.

This group of Churches of Christ in Christian Union, no longer being members
of the Council of Christian Union Churches, were obliged to establish their own
council. The first ecouncil of the Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio
was held at Jeffersonville, Ohio, October 28 to 81, 1909. Rev. E. 8. Cartright was
the moderator of this couneil. Annual councils have been held from that date.

DOCTRINE

The Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio are fundamental in doctrine.
Regeneration; entire sanctification as a second definite work of grace, subsegquent
to regeneration; divine healing; and the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
are the fundamental doctrines of the church.

ORGANIZATION

The polity of the Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio is based upon
the principle that each local church governs itself. The principle is very similar
to congregational form of government. The spiritual affairs of the church are
headed by the pastor and first, second, and third elders. The business affairs
are headed by a board of trustees. Admission to church membership is by direct
application to the church through proper officials, ‘“good fruits being the only
condition of fellowship,’”’ i. e., a personal experience of the new birth. Each local
church is & member of the General Council, which council in turn is controlled
by delegated power, All local churches, therefore, are subject to the General
gounc%. Ordination to the ministry is by the examining board of the General

ouneil.

WORK

The work of this body consists in the fulfillment of an inspired ambition to get

back to Christ and the autonomy, doctrines, and polity of the churches of Christ

of the first century. Its work embraces the salvation of the lost; the establishing
of new local assemblies of believers in Christ; home mission work; homes for the
orphans; foreign mission work, with active stations in India, Africa, and Mexico;
youth movements; fundamental religious training; and publishing interests.

'I‘IA gce)r}llqra,] conference and camp meeting ground has been established at Circle-
ville, Ohio.

There are at present a total of 86 churches with a combined membership of

Ze\lzleral thousand, and property valuation of approximately a quarter of a million
ollars. "

1 This statement was furnished by Rev. F. E, Terry, Churches of Ohrist in Christian Union of Ohio,
Lancaster, Ohio.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the varipus denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which eorresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Rehglous Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Sinee membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.~—~The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization, The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the ehurch, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘“member” is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still ot;her
bodies it covéers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members “under 13 years of age’ and those “13
years of age and over,” so far as reported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership 13 years of age and over”’ usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas ag defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas ags reported in the preceding censuses.

o



v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices,—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term ‘‘value of church property” was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“‘yalue of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1626. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The “value of church edifices’” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the orga,mzatlons reporting, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for social
or educational work in connection with the chureh, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found praectically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.”” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last ﬁscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s salary . oo e L S
For all other salaries. . .o o aali Ll
For repairs and improvements_____ ... ameooLoono
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. ... ___..____
For all loeal relief and charity, Red Cross, ete_____.. _______ -
For all other current expenses, including interest_._... ____._____
For home missions_ . . ... ...
For foreign missions.. .-« oo oo o iollennn acmmieoee

Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution
by them . et e ———

Total expenditures during year.... ... .. < coemno-.

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a nurber of denominations,




SOCIAL BRETHREN

- STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification—A general
summary of the statistics for the Social Brethren for the year 1936 is presented in
table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory. All of the organizations reported in 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906
were in the State of Illinois. There were no parsonages reported by this body.
These statistics were compiled from schedules sent directly to the Bureau by the
pastor or clerk of the individual churches and the data relate to these churches only.

The membership of this denomination includes persons admitted to the local
churches, upon their profession of faith and baptism. The mode of baptism is not
prescribed. :

TaBLe 1.—SuMMARY oF StaTistics POR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, 1936

PERCENT OF

1
In urban | Inrural TOTAL L

FEM Total torritory | territory
Urban | Rural

Churches (local organizations), number. __....._... 14 3 b3 U P R,

Members, DUIMbDeL . oo emeen 788 240 548 30.5 60,5

Average membership per chureh ... ... 56 80 i1 I PN P,
Memberghip by sox:

Male . e 310 93 217 30,0 70.0

Female .o oo - 478 147 331 30.8 60.2

Maleg per 100 females. ... _._._.___.._. 64.9 63.3 65,8 |occaeoecnmae
Membership by age;

Under 18 years . ..o oo oo oo 11 D9 N (SO (RSP B,

13 years and over....._. . 77 220 548 29,5 70. 6

Percent under 13 years... . oocveeooo. 1.4 E: 51 T PRI SRR PRI

Value—number reporting.
Amount reported. .. ...
Constructed prior to 1936. ... _
Constructed, wholly or in part, in
Average value per church
Debt—number reporting....
Amount reported. ... ..
Number reporting “no debt”

i Church ediflces, number. ... . oo

Expenditures:

Churches reporting, number.
Amount reported_........
Pastors’ salarfes.
All other salaries. . ...._.
Repairs and improvements. . ... —

Payment on church debt, excluding in-
BOreSt. e

All other current expenses, including in-
terest. .o ieoes
Local relief and charity, Red Oross, ete-.
Home missions. .. ... ...
Forcign missions. .

All other purposes..._....
Average expenditure per church

Sunday schools:

Churches reporting, number: . ______________ 8 3 i J P I
Officers and teachers . 57 26 1) W TR P,
Seholars. . e 395 215 180 64,4 45.8
Summer vaoation Bible schools:
Churches reporting, number. ... ... b O | P, b I P P,
Officers and teachers 3
Beholars. oo oo e 21
Weekday religious schools:
- Churches reporting, number...__.______.____._ [ | b2 RN
Officers and teachers

Scholars._..__.._

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.
225080—40 1



2 _ CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

Comparative data, 1906~86.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statisties of the Social Brethren for the
census years 1036, 1926, 1016, and 1906. L

The decrease shown between 1926 and 1936 in this denomination is due, in
part, to the fact that these self-directing local churches frequently merge with
congregations of like doctrine or organization.

Tapre 2.—CoMPARATIVE SumMary, 1906 TO 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations), number. ... ... c.-. 14 22 19 17
Incrense ! over preceding census:
NUmbBr . o cam e e m e e -8 3 . [ I
Percent 3 m————— i o
Members, niumber . [ - 788 1,214 980 1,262

Increase lbover preceding'census:

Number. .. .coaer-- [— - —426 204 =312 |
Percent._......._. - - —36,1 27.8 'z 3 (] [
Average membership per ¢hureb.... o ________ 56 55 50 74
Church edifices, number.. ... 12 19 18 15
Valus—aumber reporting. . 12 19 1
Amount reported . ... $18, 600 $24, 500 $15, 000 $13, 800
Average value per church. $1,383 $1, 289 b
Debt—number reporting 1 1
Amount reported..._... $1,700
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, nuUMber - - o ove ool 14 16 D10 I
Amount reported. oo oo $4,385 $4, 019 L3231
Pastors’ salaries 3878
All other salaries.....wecacaaacan $140
Repalrs and Improvements o $5604 $3, 519 $782 | cmeeee
Payment on church debt, excluding interest.___ $2, 800
All other current expenses, including interest._. $251
Local relief and charity, Red C $112
Home missions 270 )
Toreign mission 10 $300 835 jou. oo

To general headq!
All other purposes..

Not elassifiad . .. oo 7{L1 SR [,
Average expenditurs per chureh ... __ ... $313 251 $82 |oceeees
Sunday schools: '
Churches reporting, numMber. . .o ooooeas 8 7 8 {4
Officors and t8achersS. -« e owccccmmm e e eam §7 42 57 23
SehOIArS. . e oo me e m i e e 395 4925 421 180
t A-minus sign (—) denotes decrease. 2 Pereent not shown where base is less than 100.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION

This body was organized in & meeting called for the 29th day of August 1867,
by a number of persons in Illinois, as a result of disagreements over interpretation
of Seripture and points of decorum, in the various denominations to which they
belonged. They mutually agreed by the aid and assistance of God to unite
themselves into a separate hody and to formulate rules for its conduct which
they believed to be in accordance with His word., A new confession of faith was
adopted, consisting of 10 articles, largely in conformity with those of other
evangelical churches, but-stressing the following points:

The infinite power, wisdom, and goodness of God, in whom are united three

%%‘solgls of one substance, power, and eternity, the Father, Son, and Holy
O8%; o

The authority and consistency of the Scriptures, comprising the Old and
New Testaments;

Regeneration and sanctification through Jesus Christ;

Eternal salvation of the redeemed and eternal punishment for apostasy;

The ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are only for true believers;

Baptism may be by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion;"

‘Lay members of the church should have the right of suffrage and full
speech, but ministers are called to preach the Gospel and not for political
apeeches. ; :

No mission work or other denominational activities were reported.

1 No revision of history, doctrine, or organization was furnished by this body for 1036, hence this statement
is the same as that published in vol. II of‘ the Report on Religious Bodies, 1926.

o
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodles, ag its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a' census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census iz taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Buresu of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published int
their year books. Lists of the Iocal organizations for 1986 were secured in most
cages, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting memberghip in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the ehurch belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘“member’”’ is applied only te:
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still ether
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members “under 13 years of age’’ and those “13
years of age and over,”” so far as reported by the individual churches. The mem-~
bership “13 years of age and over’’ usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership: on & different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas a8 defined by the Census Buresu in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

nr



v : GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice iz a building used mainly or wholly fot
religious services.

Value of church property—The term ‘‘value of church property” was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“value of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The “value of church edlﬁces” comprlses the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used -for- worship, by the. organizations reporting, together
Wlth the value of the land on which these bu11d1ngs stand and the furniture, organs,,
bells and other equlpment owned by, the churches and actually used in connec-
tmn w1t11 religious services. Where pa.rts of a church building are used for social
or educational work in ¢onnection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
# proper separation in such cases: The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt; also the number of churches reporting
that they had ‘“no debt.”” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the,
number reporting the value of church edifices.

- Expenditures.—The fotal expenditures by the ehurches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for; as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s 8alary .o« e . S
For all other salaries. .. voecomocmccmccc oo e
For repairs and improvements oo ocoeoooo__i_o  oooome_l
TFor payments on church debt, excluding interest._ .. .._..____
For all local relief and charlty, Red Cross, etCowcecne  commeee .
For all other current expenses, including interesb. ... . .____
For home missions__..__. e S m e —————
For foreign misslong . . s oo cdee e
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them ___ o dimcnn e
For all other purposes . _ .. e ccctmee mmmrmme—a

Total expenditures dUring year---.---------- S

Averages—The average number of members per church is obtained by d1v1dmg,
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value.
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number,
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churehes of the denomination reporting,.
including, in some cases, mission schools or.other Sunday schools conducted by
. the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. - The statistics shown relate

to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations, :




SCHWENKFELDERS

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A pgeneral
summary of the statistics for the Schwenkfelders for the year 1936 is presented
in table 1, which shows also-the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory. All of the organizations reported in 1936, as in the earlier census
years, were in the State of Pennsylvania. These statistics were compiled from
schedules sent directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual
churches and the data relate to these churchés only, R

The membership of this denomination . comprises those persons who have
subscribed to its doctrines and have been enrolled in the local churches.

TaBre 1,—SuMMARY oF StaTisTics FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL

. . TERRITORY, 1936 .
PERCENTIOF
: In urban In rural - TOTAL
fmeM - - o Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
‘Churches (local organizations), number...... ... 5 3 |2 S T,
Members, nUmMber. . oo 1, 806 1,088 858 54,7 45,3
: Average membership per.chureh...oo..... 379 346 [ U7 I D I
Membership by sex: -
Male. .o e 792 - 398 398 50.0 50.0
Female. o.ooooooeecomeo o 1,104 843 462 68.2 418
Males per 100 females 7.7 61.7 BB, 7 |mmmmcnfammmmann
Membership by age:
Under 13 Years. . .o« oo voooe oomomeaeoo ' 10 J (1 3 PO N SN
13 yearsand over. . ........_. 1,886 1,028 858 54.5 45,5
Percent under 13 years..._...oo.oo.__ 0.5 I8V RO (RPN IR
Church edifices, number. . ... ooeieaecaes ——— 5 3 2 -
Value—number reporting.. 5 3 b2 DU AU
Amount reported. . ...o_.._. $194, 000 $109, 000 $85, 000 56,2 43.8
Construeted prior to 1936, ... _.__. $100, 000 $105, 000 $85, 000 55.3 44.7
Constructed, wholly or in part, in 1936. $4, 000 $4, 000
Average valueper chureh. ... ... $38, 800 $36, 333
Debt—number reporting,.. 1 - 1
: Amountreported - _...__. - $4, 100 $4,100
-... .Numberreporting ““nodebt ... ..ooo.o._. : o8 1
Parsoniages, BHUMDOr . ... o eouecancanenas SUUSRR 2
Value—number reporting.. -2
Amount reported. . .cocommo oo memaceeo $11, 000
Expenditures: '
Churches reporting, ntumber. .« oo oooooceoooooo 6 3 b2 I S,
Amountreported. . .o oanneoo $26, 631 $17,621 $9,010 66.2 33.8
Pastors’salaries....._.. $8, 724 $5, 100 3, 624 58,5 41.5
Allothersalaries. . . o.oooo. $3, 564 $2,214 $1, 350 62.1 37.9
Repairsand improvements oo oooceooo $4, 847 $4, 242 $605 87.5 12,5
Payment on church debt, excluding in- . .
| 75) (- U $600 $O00 [ocmmmaeae 100.0 fouoeuenn
All other current expenses, including
Foe] ¥ o ] U $3, 448 $1, 865 $1,883 45,4 54.6
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, etc.... $938 $606 $382 64. 6 36.4
Homemissions..... .o _________ $581 $581 | 100,0 looeee oo
TForeign missions . $2, 346 $1,817 _$1,029 56,1 43,9
To general head quarters for distribution.__ 100 $100 fameea e 100,0 |amemnena
All other purposes - %1, 483 $1,206 $187 87.4 12.6
Average expenditureperchureh ..o ... . $5,336 $5,874 $4, 505 oo
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number. .. .o —o . .__ 5 -3 2N I E,
Officers and teachers 248 129 117 52,4 47.6
- Scholars 1,802 1,083 719 60.1 9.9
Sumnier vacation Bible schnols: :
Churchesreporting, RUMDeEr - .« caevmevccnnnce- 1
Officersand teachers. ... 7
BehOIATS. < e odctcam o et sm gt m e s . . 45|

1 Percent not shown where base 13 less than 100.
225081—40 1



2 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

Comparative data, 1908-36.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for compari-

son, a summary of the available statistics of the Schwenkfelders for the census.

years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TasLe 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 anp 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906

Churches (loeal organizations), number. - cooeeee-n 5 i 6 ;4
Increase ! over preceding census:

- Number._. ..
Percent 2.

Members, number
Inerease %v

Church edifices, nUmber. .. . ... .o coooocamocecamrvnans ] 6 ] 8
Value—numbser reporting. 5 [ 8 8
Amount reported._ .. ... $194, 000 $183, 000 $76, 000 $38, 700
Average value per church. $38, 800 $30, 500 §12, 667 $4, 838
Debi—number reporting.. .. | (RO NI HRRSP I,
Amount reported . - . .o e 4,100 {oo oo |
Parsonages, number_.__.__ o —————— e |2 D
‘Value—numher reporting- 2 2 PR, ——
Amount reported . .. i eaemeens $11, 000 $18, 500 |.voemcmammcfmeamnmnam
Expenditures: i .
Churches reporting, numbet . i} 6
Amount reported.. . .. $26, 631 $48, 311
Pastors’ salaries. , 724
All other salaries.__.._.... £3, 564
i $4, 847 $28, 708 $6, 081 [coomeienn
$600
$3, 448
$038
! 1 $581
Foreign missions_ ... ... ... - $2, 346 $19, 602 $1,471 | oo
To general headquarters for distribution. $100
All other DULDPOSeS.  meenmeoacccmcccmnnnn . $1,483
Average expenditure per chureh .o oceoeonmees $5, 320 £8, 052 $1,002 |comeamcaan
Sunday schosls:
Churches reporting, number. . . oo eens 5 6 i 5
Officers and teachers 246 151 131 101
Seholars. . e 1,802 2,042 1, 511 0991

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decraase,
4 Percent not shown where base is less than 100,

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

Among the early enthusiastic advocates of the Reformation was Caspar Schwenk-
feld von Ossig (1489-1561), a councilor at the court of the Duke of Liegnitz in
Silesia. At the time of Luther’s manifesto he was a young man, 18 years of age,
and threw himself into the new movement with energy. Although never ordained
as a clergyman, he became 8 lay evangelist, taking a prominent part in religious
work. It was mainly through his efforts that the Reformation gained a strong-
hold in Silesia. He was, however, independent in his thinking and developed
dertain lines of belief which were not acceptable to other reformers.

He strongly advocated the spiritual reformation of the pre-reformation church
by systematic religious instruction of both priesthood and laity; the spiritual in-
terpretation of Scripture; the proper discrimination between the office and power
of the external preached word and the living Word of the Spirit which is the power
of God unto salvation, He maintained that belief in the efficacy of the sacraments
to bestow forgiveness of sin, and participation without repentance and spiritual
communion with God, is idolatry. e was of the opinion that sects and their

! T'his statement, which is substantially the same as that published in vol. IT of the Report an Religious

Bodies, 1926, has been revised by Mr. Wilbur 0. Kriebel, secrotary, General Conference of the Schwenk-
felder Church, Chester, Pa., and approved by him in its present form. . :
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SCHWENKFELDERS 3

multiplication were a hindrance to the unity of all Christian believers and the
upbuilding of the kingdom of God in the hearts of men. For this reason he never
organized his cobelievers into a ¢hurch, but discouraged such a step, advising them
rather to worship in the existing churches so far as liberty of conscience was not
jeopardized. )

ompelled to flee from one place to another o escape persecution, he resorted
to the pen and became a prolific writer of theological treatises and letters which
were disgeminated among his followers. These were wont to gather secretly in
conventicles, and continued to assemble thus in Silesia and southern Germany for
centuries after his death,

Early in the eighteenth century the question of emigration to America arose
among his followers in Silesia, and in September 1734 about 200 persons landed
at Philadelphia. Allegiance to the civil authorities having been pledged on
September 23, they devoted the next day to thanksgiving for their deliverance
from oppression, and have continued to celebrate it as a memorial day ever since.
Unable to secure land, as they desired, for a distinet community, they obtained
individual tracts in Montgomery, Bucks, Berks, and Lehigh Counties, Pa., where
the greater number of their descendants are now to be found. The character of
their early life in this country is indicated by their literary and doctrinal activities,
the adoption of a school system in 1764, and the establishment of & charity fund
in 1774, through which they have since cared for the unfortunate members of the
community,

Toward the close of the Revolutionary War it became evident that a closer
church organization was necessary, and one was formed and a constitution adopted
in 1782. In common with the Quakers, Mennonites, and other kindred bodies,
they gave their testimony against war, secret societies, and the taking of oaths.
More recently a responsiveness to modern influences has changed their former
attitude on these matters; all rules and regulations against secret societies have
been dropped; the participation in war has been left to the individual conscience;
and, in the war with Germany, not only was no exemption asked on the ground of
religious belief, but a considerable number of the young men entered the national
service.

The establishment of the Perkiomen School has had a marked effect in increasing
the number of college graduates in the churches and the general interest in higher
education. As a result, they have gained in strength and in numbers,

DOCTRINE

The church holds that theology should be constructed from the Bible alone,
but affirms that the Scriptures are dead without the indwelling Word. Christ's
divinity, it is held, was progressive, His human nature partaking more and more
of the divine nature without losing its identity. They believe that an absolute
change through faith and regeneration, and subsequent spiritual growth, are
primary essentials to salvation, but that justification by faith should not obscure
the positive righteousness imparted by Christ, imitation of whom is the funda-
mental feature of the Christian life. The Lord’s Supper, symbolie of both His
humanity and His divinity, is regarded as a means of spiritual nourishment with-
out any change in the elements, such as is implied in consubstantiation or tran-
substantiation. They look upon infant baptism as not apostolic and the mode
of baptism as of no consequence.

The Christian church is held to be a unity, whose discipline should be rigorous,
and whose members should be those who give experiential evidence of regenera<
tion, and who pass a satisfactory examination in the doctrines and ecustoms of the
church. The activity of the laity is eonsidered to fulfill the doctrine of the Chris-
tian priesthood. ™The right of the State to force the conscience of the citizen is

denied.
ORGANIZATION

The only officers are ministers, deacons, and trustees, who are elected and
ordained by the local churches, the ministers for an unlimited period, the deacong
for a term of 3 years, or until their successors are chosen, and the trustees annually.
The publiec worship is simple and flexible as to time and manner.

Until the close of the nineteenth century ministers served without eompensation,
but since then most of them have received financial support, and at present the
younger clergy are all college-bred men, graduates of the best institutions in the
country. There has been, also, a notable change in the type of church edifice,
the plain, small buildings in use in earlier days having been replaced frequently
by large and well-equipped churches, with Sunday school rooms and rooms for
social purposes.
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The members of the local churehes meet in a district conference at least once
-a year. The district conferences are members of the General Conference, in
which all church members have equal rights and privileges. The General Con-
ference has original and appellate jurisdiction in all mattersrelating to the Schwenk-
felder Church. It elects the members of the mission board, the trustees of
Perkiomen School, and the members of the board of publication.

WORK

"During the year 1936 about $2,500 was contributed toward the support of
,mission work, earried on through the boards of other churches, in China, India,
.and the Philippines. = The church contributes largely to the support of two. of its
_own members who labor in China under the jurisdiction of the American Board
of Foreign Missions. Special emphasis is placed upon Sunday schools, which
have been maintained since the migration in 1734, and upon catechetical instrue-
“tion of the young in the doctrines of the church. It maintaing a fund to help the
oor and suffering and has a board of publications and a board of missions. The
Perkiomen School for Boys; at Pennsburg, Pa., has 200 students, property valued
‘at more than $200,000, and an endowment of approximately $100,000. The
"amount contributed toward the support of educational work in 1936 was approxi-
mately $15,000. There are 11 Christian Endeavor societies, with 400 members.
Since 1907 the Schwenkfelder Chureh, in conjunction with Hartford Theo-
.logical Seminary, has published 14 volumes of the Corpus Schwenkfeldianorum, a
critical edition of the works of Caspar Schwenkfeld von Ossig, in 17 volumes of
more than 1,000 pages each. This enterprise was begun in 1884; more than
$40,000 was spent in collecting and editing the material before the firsf volume
‘appeared, and since that time more than $110,000 has been spent in editorial
‘investigation and publication expenses, . : |

O
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-~
national affilintion. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churehes located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the loeal organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations,

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in. the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of -a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as congtituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the ehurch, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term “member’” is applied only to
communieants, while in others it ineludes all baptized persons, and in still other -
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members “under 138 years of age’’ and those “13
years of age and over,” so far asreported by the individual churches. The mem- |
bership ““13 years of age and over” usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;

‘these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included

all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. = For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has heen slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those loeated outside of the
above areas. 'Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reporbed in the preceding censuses.

IIx



v ) GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services. Coe e

Value of church property.—The term ‘‘value of echurch property’” was used
in the reports of the Cengus of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“yalue of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of properby is covered
by both terms. :

The “value of church edifices” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of theland on whieh these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used ‘for social
or educational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures,—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

v For pastor’s salary o oo e SR

For all other 8alaTies v« o ecc;cececcmeann mmcm—m—lee
For repairs and improvements..__ . . a_ilooaio. didiesduos
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. ... oo-__-__-
For all local relief and charity, Red Cross, eteoceacar  coomooo—-
For all other current expenses, including interest-.. ... oo _-=
For home MisBiONS . <~ c e emcmmmmmn mmmm———— -
For foreign missions - oo oiiiL eeecamaao
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

DY Bhem e eemmeee mmmmmm e
For all other PUIrPOSes v o e e e crmwemm —mmmmm =

Total expenditures during year e ocmcnae  comeeoee-=

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case. ol

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
ineluding, in some cages, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the chureh elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by & number of denominations.




CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC CHURCH

STATISTICS

~ The data given for 1936 represent seven active organizations of the Catholic
Apostolic Church, all reported as being in urban territory. There were no par-
sonages reported by this bodv. These statistics were compiled from schedules

sent directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual churches

and the data relate to these churches only.

The membership -of this denomination comprises those persons who -accept
the doctrine and authority of the ehurch and arve baptized.

Comparative data, 1906-36.—Table 1 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of the Catholic Apostolic Chureh -
for the census years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 19086,

TaBre 1.—CompARATIVE SuMMARY, 1906 T0 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906
Churches (loeal organizations), numher_._.._.._____ 7 11 13 1
Increase ! over preceding census:
NUMDOr. .o oo cnem —4 —2 b2 DU
Percent .. e ecccc e e e ime e [cmme s mmman [am e e mcan
Members, NUM BT Lo oo o oo e em 2, 577 3, 408 2,768 2,807
Increase ! over preceding census: :
—83L 0440 =130 | cceaaan
—24. 4 23.1 . 2% - I [
368 310 213 264
Church edifices, DUMbOL - - o oonoeecee e meaecmeeee 7 7 9 7
Value—number reporting. 7 7 8 7
Amount reported.._____ $146, 110 $407, 000 $165, 000 $163, 000
Average value per church._ $20, 873 $58, 143 $20, 625 $21, 857
Debt—numbert reporting ... oo e 1 2 2
Amount reported. ... |l $1, 300 $6, 000 $10, 000
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. 7 10 8
Amount reported ... $102, 537 $110, 583 $29, 740

Pastors’ salaries.
All other salaries. .
Repairs and impro

s

$36, 893 .
$1,208 $88, 375 $27,840 |ocmmmoaeeeee

Payment on church debt, e ng interest____|...._______.
All other current expenses, including interest. .. $12, 392
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, etc.... ... $23, 773

Home missions. .. ... oo oo oo e [P 3

To general headguarters for distribution. $9, 012 $31, 208 R

All other PUrPOSes. .o e e . 080 :
Average expenditure per ehureh... .o oo $14, 848 $11, 058 $4,057 |ocmcencaana

Sunday schools:

Churches reporting, number. .. oocovooliceacanan 2 3 4 3
Officers and toachers 7 16 16 10
T 0o T 71 175 170 170

! A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.
2 Percent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 2, 8, and 4 present the statistics for the Catholic Apostolic
Church by States. Table 2 gives for each State for 1936 the number and mem-
bership of the churches, membership eclassified by sex, and data for Sunday
gehools. Table 3 gives for selected States the number and membership of the
churches for the four census years 1906:to 1936, together with the membership for
1936 classified as “under 13 years of age'” and ‘13 years of age and over.” Table
4 presents, for 1986, the value of church edifices and church expenditures, showing
separately current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid-
disclosing the financial statistics of any individual church, separate presentation
in table 4 is limited to the State of New York, the only State in which so many as
three churches reported value and expenditures.

225082—40 1
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Tapre 2,—NuMBER AND MEMBrrsEIP OoF CHURCHES, MUMBIRSHIP BY SEX,
AND SunNpAY ScHOOLS, BY STaATES, 1936

MEMBERSHIF BY SEX

SUNDAY SCHOOLS

Nume-

Total
Sl
GEOGRAFHIC DIVISION AND sTATE | DUTEDer | ber of Males o
of mem- per 100 | Churches| S8 | Schol-
churches | hars Male |Femala| *"; - reporting tau(%l ars
males! eg.rcs "
United States. .. ..oooo___ 71 2,877 || 1,183} 1,424| 810 2 4 71
NEW ENGLAND:
Connectieub. .o _o._..__ 1 142 56 86 . R ISR,
3 1,100 498 602 82.7 1 1 15
1 249 109 140 77.9 1 [i} 56
Eas? NORTH CENTRAL:
THDOIS e oo 1 039 424 516 L7752 RN FURN U -
Paciric:
California.. ... _______.___ 1 147 66 L) SRR DRSSO FRSPUIPIN HRR

! Ratio net shown where number of females is less than 100,

TABLE 8.—NUMBER AND MEMBERSHIP or CHURcHES, 1006 mo 1036, AND
MEMBERSHIP BY AGE IN 1036, BY STATES o

[Beparate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in sither 1936, 1926,1916, or 1806]

NUMBER OF CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS | TEMBERSHIE BY AGE,
STATE

Un- 13 PerE

der | years | cen

1936/1926(1916(1906| 1936 | 1926 [ 19161906 | ¥ | YIS | 050

years | over 13

United States........ 7 n 13 Il | 2,577 {8,408 | 2,768 | 2,807 318 | 2,261 12.8
Connectlout..._._.__._._. 1 1 3 3 142 | 163 ] 228 163 1 131 .7
New York..._. e 3 3 3 4] 1,100 | 1,283 | 1,216 | 1,096 90 | 1,010 8.2
Other States......__.___.. 13 7 7 411,335 | 1,002 | 1,324 | 1,048 215 | 1,120 16.1

1 Includes: Pennsylvania, 1; Iliiuois, 1; and California, 1,

TaBLE 4.—VaLUE oF CrURCHES AND OHURCH ExPENDITURES BY STATES, 1036

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting)

VALUE OF
2|8 CHURCH EXPENDITURES
] E EDIFICES
S |8
ERE
| b on ! 1, Bn L= :
S8 & g 5 B |53 1% |3 |8
elafig b=t 2 2 n 2 8
STATE =125 & - & £ 2 1e3 -
210 a a | ] 2 128188 | wh g §‘
gl S B |l % | ¢ |8 |58, |58 [EE| A
Elull8| o (2] 8 ||l o | 5 |.c|(Sq3| %838 |5
S12lEl B (B = £ 1 8 |E2|,25| -® | 8o |8
28 8 a 5] 2 5 Sal88e| 8 5
2|81 4 g =1 B : s8] 8 <) =1
glzllo| € |8) 8 81318 (8 a2 18 |3
TUnited States.. L 718148, 110 713102, 537|318, 200|336, 893|381, 208|312, 302|828, 773/%9, 012/3089
"New York ________ o 8 3|l 3 43,110 3| 50,762 8,000 14,862 775 5985} 16, 279| 5, 071| _.
Other States....__... 4 4| 14! 103,000 14} 51,775\ o,300] 22,541] 23} 7,007 7,404| 3,041 960

! Includes: Connecticut, 1; Pennsylvania,i; Ilinois, 1; and California, 1.
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE,‘ AND ORGANIZATION !
HISTORY

This communion does not claim exclusive right to the name of Catholic Apos-
tolie Church but, maintaining that the one Catholic and Apostolic Church includes
gveryone who believes in the Lord Jesus and is baptized according to His com-
mandment, whether by sprinkling or iminersion, by layman or priest, no matter
in what sect or denomination he may be found, the church recognizes no other
name than Catholie Apostolic as correctly applicable to it.

. The movement which resulted in the formation of this communion had its
ineeption approximately at the beginning of the second quarter of the nineteenth
century. The momentous events of the closing years of the eighteenth century
and the earlier yesars of the nineteenth, including the French Revolution and the
rise and fall of Napoleon, had aroused in the minds of many devout men a con-
viction of the nearness of Christ’s personal return, which was accompanied by a
deep sense of the unreadiness of His church, in its divided condition, to meeb
Him. At the same time there began to be & realization of the importance of
prayer for the coming of the Holy Ghost and an earnest desire for the renewal of
the spiritual gifts of apostolic days. Asa result of these things, pious people of
all denominations began to pray for a general revival and for the outpouring and
restoration of such a measure of the Holy Ghost as distinguished the apostolie

age. .

About 1830 there appeared among some of those who were engaged in fhis
concert of prayer what were considered as distinct and abundant manifestations
of the presence and power of the Holy Ghost, similar to those of the apostolic
age, taking the form principally of.speaking in tongues and prophecy, as at
Pentecost.  These manifestations continued, and in 1832, as a result of the
“prophetic revelations,”’ certain men were regarded as called to the office of apos-
tle.  Others were added from time to time, until, in 1835, when 12 in all had been
chosen, corresponding to the number of the original apostolate. These 12 men
were of the highest respectability, of good standing in the Presbyterian and
Anglican communions, and several were clergymen or lawyers. Among them
were men of some prominence, including Henry Drummiond, Esq., & wealthy
banker and member of Parliament; Rev. Nicholas Armstrong, a eclergyman
of the Church of England, distinguished for eloquence and power as & preacher;
and Mr. Perceval, son of a prime minister of England.

The oall of these men was held to constitute them a college of apostles, “dig-
tinguished from all other ministry by the claim that their call and mission were
not by election of the chureh, but by direct call and mission from the Lord Jesus
Christ by the Holy Ghost, making them superior in mission and authority to all
other ministry.” Their mission was to testify to the personal return of the Lord
and to minister to the whole chureh, if it would receive them, the full apostolic
measure of the Holy Ghost and the apostolic gifts and blessings, so that corporate
%{nity might be manifested and the church be prepared to receive her Lord at

is .coming.

- After deglivering their testimony personally to the heads of church and state
in Chiristendom, and receiving no recognition from any of the established churches
or denominations, the apostles proceeded to ordain and commission evangelists,
and to organize in nearly all Chrigtian nations, churches on 'what they considered
the original apostolic pattern, which would show how the Lord would govern
His chureh, if it would permit.

The first church in the United States was organized at Potsdam, N, Y., and
the second in New York City in 1851. In England the adherents of this com-
munion are frequently called “Irvingites,” from the fact that the celebrated
preacher, Edward Irving, was prominent in the movement which resulted in its
formation. But its members have never admitted this title as justified, and they

never use it among themselves.
DOCTRINE

The standard of doctrine is found in the three historic Catholic ereeds—the
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian. The church also includes among
its tenets the unquestionable authority and inspiration of the canon of the

| This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in vol. II of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1926, has been revised by Rev. H. 0. Du Bois, angel (bishop) in chief charge of the churches in New
York aud other Eastern States, and also by Rev. Samuel T. Pearl, angel in charge of the church in Chicago;

and approved by them in its present form,
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Holy Seriptures; the ‘“sacramental nature” of the ordinances of baptism, the
Iroilgd’s; Supper, 'and ordination to_the ministry, as recognized by the different
denominations of the Christian Church; the indissolubility, except by death,
of the sacramental union in marriage; the restoration of the ordinance of the
laying on of hands by the apostles for the imparting of the fullness of the gift
of the Holy Ghost; the necessity of the gifts of the Spirit, as tongues and prophecy,
and the other gifts, for the perfecting of the church; the payment of the tithe as

“-due to Christ, the High Priest, in addition to the making of voluntary offerings;
““and -the hope of the Lord’s speedy personal coming to raise the dead, translate

the living members of His chureh, and bring in His reign of peace on the earth,
commonly spoken of as the millennium.

ORGANIZATION

The principle upon which the organization of the Catholic Apostolic Church
is based is that a twelvefold apostleship, as in the first days of the church, is
the Lord’s only ordinance for supreme rule over the whole chureh and for revealing
His mind. Loeal churches are each under the charge of a bishop, designated
“angel,”’ with a statf of priests and deacons, whose call, consecration, appoint-
ment, and rule are subject to the apostles. There is no election of ministers by
the clergy or laity, except that deacons, to the number of seven in any one churel,
may by permission of the apostles be chosen by the people. A eall from the Lord
by the word of the Holy Ghost through prophets is a prerequisite to admission
to the office of priest or angel.

Ordination to the priesthood and diaconate and consecration to the episco-
pate are exclusive functions of the apostleship. Angels cannot in any case
consecrate angels, nor can they ordain to the priesthood, exeept when specially
commissioned as apostolic delegates.

Angels and priests, thus called and ordained, are classified and assigned
for ministry as elders, prophets, evangelists, or pastors, according to apostolic
discernment of their respective gifts and temperaments, this classification follow-
ing from the recognition of the four kinds of gifts specified in Paul’s Epistle to the
Ephegians, iv: 11-13.

As appointment to any office belongs exclusively to the apostleship, and as
vacancies in the apostleship can be filled only by direct call of Christ, during the
absence of an apostle or a vacaney in the apostleship the churches remain in the
charge of their angels, with their priests and deacons.

Persons seeking admission to the chureh are received by the angel of the local
church on the certificate of the evangelist angel as to baptism,; instruection in
doctrine, and acceptance of the authority of the apostles. The orders of priests
from the Roman and Anglican or Episcopal communions, taking service under
the apostles, are recognized, and they do not receive reordination, but only
apostolic confirmation of orders.

The last member of the college of apostles died in 1901, since which time
there have been no ordinations {o the priesthood or episcopate, or even to the
diaconate. The churches remain under the pastoral care of the angels and
priests who were ordained prior to 1901, the number of whom is necessarily
gradually diminishing, The members describe themselves simply as waiting
upon the Lord, for whatever it may please Him to do; and above all waiting
for the promised coming of the Lord in visible power and glory.

Worship is conducted according to a liturgy compiled by the apostles in part
from the various liturgies of the historic church, the clergy who ofliciate wearing
appropriate vestments. The support of the ministry is provided for solely by the
payment of the tithe, in addition to freewill offerings for worship and for the poor..

WORK

As the work of the church has been directed exclusively toward the wwaken~
ing of the Christian chureh to the hope of the Lord’s coming and preparation
therefor, it has included no foreign missionary, educational, or so-called in-
stitutional work, although the different churches care for the poor in their re-
gpective localities. The seeming deficiency in Sunday school work is accounted
for by the emphasis laid upon the duty of parents to teach their children, and to
bring them into contacet with the ministry. }

O
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any senge a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1986 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations.

- The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

- Number of churches.——In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of (':hurches, ‘or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a loeal church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exdct definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination; under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘“member’” is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members ‘‘under 13 years of age” and those 13
years of age and over,” so far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership ‘13 years of age and over” usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. TFor
use in connection with the 1080 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. 'Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1986, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

aag



v _ GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices,—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term ‘‘value of church property’’ was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
tyalue of church edifices’ has been substituteéd in 1936 and 1926. The figures
ave strictly comparable, howeve1 as exactly ‘the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The “value of church edifices’” comprises the estlmated \a.lue of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for social
or educational work in connection with the ehurch, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they bad “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s salary._..__ e e $
For all other salaries ... .__....__ R
For repairs and improvements
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. ...
For all local relief and chanty, Red Cross, etCumcmce  ceccaoooo
For all other eurrent expenses, including interest_..._. .ocmea o
Tor home missions.. ... oo e e
For foreign missions_ ... ..
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution
by them e e
Forall other PUPPOSES - « - e e ;e

Total expenditures during year_ e cmomece cleocoaaoa

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. - The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations.




ASSYRIAN JACOBITE APOSTOLIC CHURCH

STATISTICS

~ The data given for 1936 represent four active organizations of the Assyrian
-Jacobite Apostolic Church, all reported as being in urban territory. These sta-
‘tistics were compiled frown schedules sent directly to the Bureau by the pastor
‘or elerk of the individual churches and the data relate to these churches only.
_ The membership of this denomination consists of all persons received into the
local churehes through baptism.

C_ompamtive data, 1916-836.-—Table 1 presents, in convenient form for com-
‘parison, & summary of the available statisties of the Assyrian Jacabite Apostolic
‘Church for the census years 1936, 1926, and 1916.

TaBLE 1.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1916 To 1936

1TEM 1936 1926 1916
Churches (local organizations), DUMDEr .. ....councemmenracesmacnnas 4 3 15
Increase ! over preceding consus:
AN - - e e i e crcm e e 1 —12 e
S Lo L TP PRI IPEN PR BRSEEETRE PR EERE TP TREE
Members, number..._.__ SURO PP SRS 3, 100 1, 407 T4
Increase over preceding census:
Number. ... ... 1,693 G50 4 e
Pereent ..o 120.3 B |
Average membership per ehureh. oo oo 775 469 50
1Church edifices, number._...

e mmmmmmmmemasEmm—ieeamvmeam o 4 ;2 R,
4 -

Value—number reporting 3
Amount reported. __ ... $110, 000 $92,000 |.
Average value per chureh_. $27, 500 $30, 667 |.

Debt—number reporting.... ... B 3 31.

Amount reported ... .o - $17, 000 27,500 .o eaea

‘Parsonages, NUIMDEr ... .. coeeeavemcammamce o ennn - 1
Value—number reporting. . . 1
Amount reported . - . cee oo caam e cmmamommae - $6, 000
‘Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. ... oo v 4 3
Amount Teported. - e £13, 8%0 %24, 253

Pastors’ salarie:
All other salaries
Repairs and improvements. . 3
Payment on church debt, excluding interest .. .coeono $1, 700
All other eurrent expenses, including interest. .
Loeal relief and charity, Red Cross, ¢te. ..
Home missions . $3, 090
Foreign missions ... ... -
To general headguarters for distribution
All other pUrposes . . - ccoeoccvaamacaoo-
Avorage expenditure per chureh. .o

$23, 570 | e

H
'
Vo
I
[
I
[
o
i
7
oo
Tnis
S

‘Sunday schools:
Churches Teporting, number. .. . . cemreceemiac e
Officors and teachers ... oooocoaaians
Scholars

! A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.
2 Percent not shown where base is less than 100

State tables,—Tables 2 and 8 present the statistics for the Assyrian Jacobite
Apostolic Chureh by States. Table 2 gives for each State for 1936 the number
and membership of the churches, membership classified by sex, and data for
Sunday schools. Table 3 gives for selected States the number and membership
of the churches for the 3 census years 1916 to 1936, together with the membership
for 1936 classified as “under 13 years of age” and ‘13 years of age and over.”

295082—40 1



2 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

Tasrw 2.—NuMBER AND MEMBERSHIP oF CEURCHES, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, AND
Sunpay ScrooLs, BY StaTss, 1936

MEMRBERSHIP BY S8EX SUNDAY SCHOOLS
Tot‘gl bNum}
number | ber o
EOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE Officers
° o chu(:-([:hes mﬁg?sl Male | Female é\e{rai%% Ohurches) and | Schol-
fomales reporting teggl- ars
United States_.._.._.__._.. - 44 8,100 1,880 | 1,420 | 118.8 3 20 160
NEW ENGLAND:
Massachusetis.__....____.__ 1 880 485 415 | 112.0 1 i 40
Rhode Island. ... ___...._ 1 470 260. 220 | 113.6 1 8 65
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New Jersey. ... mamana 1) L200 665 535 | 124.8 1 8 85
East NORTH CENTRAL: .
Michigan. . ........._..... 1 550 300 260 | 120.0 [_oooicfemacmman e

TasLe 8.—NumBER AND MEMBERsHIP OF CHURCRES, 1916 70 1936, AND MEM-
BERSHIP BY AGE 1N 1936, BY STATES

|8eparate presentation is limited to States having $ or more churches in either 1036, 1026, or 1916]

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP BY AGE,
CHURCHES MEMBERS 1936

STATE .

Under |13 years fecgt

1836 | 1928 | 1916 | 1936 | 1926 | 1916 13 and | rger

years | over 12
United States. ... oo .. ’ 4 3 15 {8,100 1,407 748 880 2, 240 .7
Massachusetts ... __________ 1 1 61 830 220 | 201 230 650 20,1
New Jersey. .o aee 1 1 51,200 {1,025 | 311 230 970 19.2
Other States ... 12 1 4 11,020 162 146 400 620 39.2

1Tncludes: Rhode Island, 1 and Michigan, 1.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND .ORGANIZATION !

HISTORY

The Assyrian Jacobite Apostolic Church traces its origin to the first 12 apostles
of Christ, particularly to St. Peter, the first Patriarch of Antioch.

The gospel had its origin in Syria and the Assyrian fathers were the first Chris-
tian missionaries, " From thé beginning of Christianity, the Assyrians went out
to Gaul, Persia, India, China, and Africa, where, notwithstanding severe perse-
cutions, they suceeeded in establishing numerous schools and monasteries. They
have been constantly persecuted by the various Roman, Greek, Persian, and
Turkish rulers, and, judging from the continuous numerous outrages, it would
seem that the Turks and Arabs intended to exterminate all the Assyrian Christians.
In the face of all these persecutions they gallantly faced death, and to this day
they ably uphold the early Christian faith. .

Contact with American missionaries who had established schools in various
localities turned the attention of the Assyrians to America, and they fled from the
rule of the Moslem Turk and sought shelter under the American flag. This im-
migration began about 1893, and soon thers were several large Assyrian communi-
ties in the United States. Some of these people were members of the Assyrian

! Norevision of history, doctrine, or grgunizatibn was furnished by this body for 1936, hence this statement
is substantially the same as that published in vol. IT of the Report on Religious Bodies, 1926.




ASSYRIAN JACOBITE APOSTOLIC CHURCH 3

Roman Catholic Church, others belonged to the Assyrian Protestant Church,
‘while still others belonged to the. Assyrian Nestorian Church or the Chaldean
‘Church. On coming here, all except the Nestorians identified themselves with
‘their respective American denominations. The majority of them, however, were
members of the Assyrian Jacobite Apostolic faith, and as the number of Immi-
grants continued to increase, church services for them were in great demand.

In April 1907, the Assyrian Americans sent Deacon Hanna Koorie, then of
Paterson, N. J., to Jerusalem, There he was ordained priest and later a koorie
(evhoorie). He returned to the United States September 28 of the same year.
Immediately afterward, he assembled the dispersed Assyrians, for the first time,
‘to worship in St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Paterson, N. J. The members of this
faith are scattered in various States, but their churches were reported only from
two New England States, New Jersey, and Michigan,

DOCTRINE

The doctrine of this church is based on the Nicene Creed. It varies, however
from that of the Western Church as regards the procession of the Holy Ghost

.and uses the phraseology, “the Holy Ghost proceeded from the Father and is

with the Son.”” It accepts the canons of the first three General Councils of the
.church, namely, the Nicene, Constantinople, and Ephesus, as well as the writings
.of the recognized fathers of the church of the period of these counecils. It teaches
that Christ was perfect God and perfect man. The interpretation of the Bible,
the ecclesiastical ordinances, as well as the traditions of the church, are held
.equally important. The seven sacraments, baptism, confirmation, the eucharist,
penance, extreme unction, orders, and matrimony, are accepted. DBaptism is
administered by pouring and by immersion, chiefly the latter; it usually takes
place several days after birth, and is followed by the ceremony of anointing with
the sacred oil or chrism .in the form of a cross, and by the laying on of hands.
‘The minister also breathes on the child and on the water. The membership of
the church includes all baptized persons. Auricular confession is accepted. Holy
‘Communion is the sacrament which contains the body and blood of Christ under
.appearance of bread and wine. It is received fasting and is given to the laity in
.only one kind, the form of bread. The Blessed Virgin and the saints are venerated,
and prayers are offered for the dead.

ORGANIZATION

The organization of the Assyrian Jacobite Apostolic Church centers on the
Patriarch of Antioch, who resides at Mardin, Dair el Zahfaran, and his authority
is supreme on faith and in all church matters. Next in rank. is the Metropolitan,
.or mifrian, who resides in Mosul and who ordains the bishops. Then follow the
iskiffs and the mitrans, who together with the mifrian, act as advisers to the
patriarch and as heads of various commissions or congregations which have charge
of the chureh administration. Only a mifrian can become a patriarch. The
mifrian is chosen from the mitrans all of whom are celibates. Then follows the
office of bishop, or koorie (cvhoorie), rhahib, priest, and deacon, respectively.
A deacon under 30 years of age cannot be ordained to the priesthood. A celibate
deacon can be ordained to the office of rhahib, mitran, mifrian, and patriarch.
A married deacon can become a priest, a koorie (cvhoorie), or an iskiff.

The government of this church is democratic, every officer of the church from
the lowest to the highest being chosen by the people. It is also in a sense hier-
archical, for every priest must be ordained by a bishop whose commission is traced
to the apostles through the apostolie suceession of bishops. The Patriarch of
Antioch is the supreme head of all the Assyrian churches throughout the world,
and Le was represented at the second World Copference on Faith and Order at
Lausanne, Switzerland. .

The official periodical of the church is the Beth Nahrin (Mesopotamia), pub-
{ished in West New York, N. J,

O
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, ag its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved Maxch 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Buresu of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the loeal organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the offiéials of the various denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churehes, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to whieh the chureh belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Bach church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term “member” is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members ‘‘under 13 years of age” and those “13
years of age and over,” so far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership “18 years of age and over” usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis,

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 19380 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

m €



v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice i 8 building used mainly or wholly for
religious services,

Value of church property.—The term ‘‘value of church property” was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“yglue of church edifices’” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, ag exactly the same class of property is eovered
by both terms.

The “value of church edifices” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together -
w1bh the value of the land on which these bulldmgs stand and the furmture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and a,ctually used in connec-
tlon with rehglous services. Where pa.rts of a church building ate used for socml
or educational work in conneotion with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equlpment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
8 proper separatmn in such eases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pasﬁors resldences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reportmg a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in mosb cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from mosb of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s salary_ e . S,
For all other salaries ... .
For repairs and IMprovementse e oo ;ce e me e e
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. ... __________
For all local relief and chanty, Red. Cross; ete...—... ..
For all other current expenses, including interest... ...  —.o._._
For home ]InSleIlS _________________________________________
For foreign missions. . . .o weco oo emmmenn mmmmceeee
Amount sent fo general headquarters for distribution

by them e —mmmmm—mam
For all other PUIPOSeS .. - v o ccsccmmmcam o mmmmmmm cmmmmm—e

Total expenditures during year. .o omcine  mcceeicaan

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membemhlp by the total number of churches shown. = The average value
of church edifice and the average expendlture per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sundey schools.—The Sunday schools . for whloh statlstlcs are presented in
this bulletin are those ma,mtamed by the churches of the denomination reporting,
mcludmg, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church, elsewhere than in the main chureh edifice., The statisties shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
fained by a number of denominations,




HOLINESS CHURCH

STATISTICS

Summary for the United Statés, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statisties for the Holiness Church for the year 1936 is presented
in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory. Of the 15 ehurches reporting, 14 were in California and 1 in
Kentucky. These statistics were compiled from schedules sent directly to the
Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual churches and the data relate to
these churches only,

The membership of this denomination ineludes all persons who have made pro-
fession of faith and a belief in the doctrines of the church, and have been admitted
by a majority vote. Baptism by water is required, but the exact mode is left
‘to individual choice.

TaBrLe 1.—SuMMaRY oF Sraristics vor CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TErRRITORY, 1036

PERCENT OF

Inurban | Inruaral TOTAL !
TTEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizatlons), number. _....._... 15 10 -7 IR IR
Members, number.-..._..__........ e - 404 270 134 | 66.8 33.2
Average membership per chureh.. ... ... 27 27 b7 S I
Mombership by sex:
Male. e 145 99 46 68.3 37
FeMALE, o e 259 171 88 46,0 34.0
Maleg per 100 females. ... .oooooooooon 56,0 57.9 (€ PRI F—
Membership by age: .
Under 18 Years .o 12 2 10 |oeeeooeimanan
13 years and OVer . - woouicoaeamna e 392 %68 124 68, 4 3.6
Percent under 13 years- ... .oeeacocan- 3.0 0.7 I T PO R,
'‘Church edifices, NUMbOr - oo oo 14 10 [ %% P I
Value—number reporting. - .o ovweoemeennan 14 10 L' RS D,
Amountreported.. ... ... . ... $37, 860 $32, 250 $5, 640 85,1 14.9
Constructed prior to 1936, ... ... $37, 860 $32, 260 $5, 640 85,1 14.9
Average value per chureh..._ ..o ___._ $2, 706 $3, 225 $L,410 | e
Debt—number teporting. ..o oo woecoone- 2 2
Amount reported . ..o ..o .. $1, 500
Nuraber reporting “no debt” ________..._.____ 9

Parsonages, NUMDOL - . .t o 14 10 4
Value—number reporting. ... _.._..___. 11 9 2|
Amount reported. ... oo .. $18, 310 $15, R10 $2, 500
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. ... .___.. 15 10 [ 75 N
Amount reported. . ... ieans $13, 370 $9, 417 $3,953 70.4 20.6
Pastors’ salarfes. ... _..... $5, 488 $4, 100 $1,388 4.7 25.3
All other salaries.. .. ... $306 $102 $113|  63.0 37.0
Repairs and improvements... ... _..__... $407 - $2068 $139 66.8 4.2
Payment on church debt, excluding in-
terest. o $100 $100 |ocooeaenn 100.0 {oocmees
All other current expenses, Including
interest. ... ..l $2, 400 1, 427 $1, 083 87.3 42.7
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, atc.. ... 3310 3186 $124 60.0 40.0
Home missions . ......_ ... .__......... $271 $217 $6d 80.1 19,9
Foreign missions. ... ........ ... ... $1, 180 $1,075 $105 01,1 8.9
To general headguarters for distribution. . 31, 503 3960 $633 60,3 30.7
All other PUrPOSCS. - ee e e 41, 228 3892 $334 72.8 27,2
Average expenditure per church. ._._...._ ... $891 $942 EY13) A (RO PR
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number . ... oo .__. 15 10 [0 PO
Officers and teachers 128 88 38 60.8 30.2
Beholars. .« e s 610 403 207 66,1 33.9

Weekday religious schools!

Churches reporting, number.. .. _.o..oooo.... 3 2 ) PR P
Officers and tenchers 5 4 1
Beholars. - . e e 18 13 5

1 Percent not shown where baso is less than 100,
2 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100.

22508440 1



2 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

Comparative data, 1916-36.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of the Holiness Chureh for the cen-
sus years 1936, 1926, and 1916.

The decrease shown between 1926 and 1936 in this denomination is due, in part,
to the fact that these self-directing local churches frequerntly merge with congre-
gations of like doetrine or organization. ‘ '

TasLe 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1916 To 1936

TTEM 1936 1926 1916
Churches (local organizations), number- .- - eommais 15 32 33
Increase ! over preceding census:
NIMBET - Ll e e —17 et N O
Percent 2. . . . e e [ o | RPN SR,
Members, DUMDET oo v i e 404 861 926
Inerease ! over preceding eensus:
Number —457 —85 [
Percent.._..o...... —03.1 =70 |
Average membership per church 27 27 28
Church edifices, NUIMbEr. ..o m e 14 30 o5
Value—number reporting. 14 29 p
Amount reported._ ____ $37, 800 $148, 650 $34, 200
Average value per church. $2, 706 $5, 126 $1, 221
Debt—number reporting. . 2 5 3
Amount reported. . ..o e $1, 500 $1,175 $652
Parsonages, BT - oo oo e e cecmcmammmemmm e |2 R S SO,
Value—number reporting. 11 18 T
Amount reported. ... e $18, 310 $39, 350 $5, 600
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, MImMber. .. .ot e 15 30 28
Amount reported. .. __..__ $13, 370 $23, 013 $8, 088
Pastors’ salaries .. $5,488 -
Al other salaries..__..__ $305
Repairs and improvements. $407 $19, 239 $6, 427
Payment on ehirrch debt, excluding interest . . $100
All other current expenses, ineluding interest-. $2, 490
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete...__. $310
Home missions. _.__..__..._.. - $271
Foreign missions. «ooe oo oon e $1,180 $i4, 674 $2, 861
"l'o general headquarters for distribution.. $1, 593
All other purposes. ... ..o oo - $1,226
Notelassified . . .o a e e e o $200
Average oxpenditure per churceh . . ooe oo oo $891 $797 $321
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, Tumber. . ... .. oco oo oo e 15 285 21
Oflicers and teachers 126 15% 111
3 T . 610 811 680

! A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.
? Percont not shown where base is less than 100,

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION*

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

About 1880 Rev. Hardin Wallace, a minister of the Methodist Tpiscopal
Church, accompanied by James J. A, Singer, of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and Henry Asheroft, a minister of the Free Methodist Church, went through the
southern part of California preaching repentance and forgiveness of sins, or justi-
fication by faith, of the sinner; and, for believers, sanctification or heart purity,
which also might be received by faith and subsequent to regeneration or justifi-
cation. A considerable number of persons followed his line of teaching, and
numerous bands were formed under the name “Holiness Band,” the members
retaining, however, their membership or identity with the churches of which they
were af_'eady members. Also many new converts joined, who had had no church
connection,

! This statement, which is the same as that published in vol. 11 of the Report on Religlous Bodies, 1926,
gﬁ.}wen approved in its present form by James R, Adams, president of the Holiness Church, E1 Monte,
1L, .
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HOLINESS CHURCH : 3

With the development of these bands and the acquisition of property for the
conduet of their worship, certain legal difficulties arose, and in 1896 they became
incorporated under the laws of the State of California.

TFrom California the work extended into other States and was especially promi-
nent in Kentucky and Tennessee. The churches in Tennessee constitute a dis-
triet assembly of the entire body, hut the churches in Kentucky are included in
the corporate body of California,

DOCTRINE

The doctrine of the Holiness Church is Methodist or Wesleyan, following the
principles laid down by John Wesley. It teaches repentance, restitution, con-
fession, and the forsaking of sin, as the part for the sinner; and the forgiveness
of sin and the divine light received by the repentant sinner, as the part from God.

The church teaches that it is the privilege as well as the duty of every believer
to consecrate himself to God without reserve and that the result of such conse-
cration will be sanctification, meaning by that term freedom from the “carnal
mind” and the tendency to sin, Specific conditions of church membership are
baptism by water (the mode being chosen by the candidate) and sanctification,
The church also emphasizes belief in prohibition, abstinence from drugs and
tobdeco, and from all poisons that are “against the best for God”; also belief in
the sécond coming of Christ, and divine healing by faith. Divorce is allowed for
but one cause, adultery; membership in secret societies is disapproved and for-
bidden; and plain dress, avoiding extravagance and the use of jewelry, especially
for show, is inculeated.

ORGANIZATION

Local churches are self-directing, hut there is a board of 12 elders who care for
the spiritual welfare of the church and serve bhetween the meetings of the assem-
bly. There is, in addition, a board of 9 trustees, whose office it is to look after
the properties of the church and who hold that propérty subject to the General
Assembly, which is composed of representatives from the churches. District
assemblies are formed under the care of superintendents who are members of the
board of elders of the General Assembly, but who have also their own official
board which transacts the business pertaining to the district and handles its
property without special voice of the General Assembly. Ministers are selected
on their qualifications, upon examination by the church. Tor those holding per-
manent credentials there is a regular form of ordination. Those having pastorates
are looked upon as leaders rather than dictators, no fixed salaries are paid, and
as many of the congregations are small and unable to pay a minister, they are
frequently obliged to take other work for the support of their families.

WORK

The Holiness Church is missionary in spirit and evangelistic in practice, carrying
on its activities largely by freewill offerings of the churches, there being no tax-
ation or assessment.

O
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is & census of religious
organizations rather than a eensus of population classified aceording to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the loeal churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cages, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
agsistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations,

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members. of a local churech organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘‘member’ is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it eovers all enrolled persons. , ‘

Separate figures are shown for members ‘“‘under 18 years of age’” and those ‘“13
years of age and over,” so far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership 13 years of age and over’’ usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1980 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

m



v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices,—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious serviees.

Value of church property.—The term “value of church property’” was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“value of church edifices’” has heen substituted in 1936 and 1926, The figures
are strictly comparable, however, a8 exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The “value of church edifices” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings dwried and used for worship by the organizations reporting, togeﬁhet
. with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for social
or educational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
8 proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures,—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
itemas called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’'s salary .. oL $
For all other salaries_ .. ____ . ... ____________
For repairs and improvements_...__.________________ _________.
For payments on church debt, excluding interest____  ________.__
For all local relief and cha,nty, Red Cross, et€..o_oom oo
For all other current expenses, including inferest_. ... __..____..
For home missions. - ... e emcmmiean
For foreign missions__.___ .. _ - _______ .  laie..
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them... . . et e
For all other purposes .. - - o e mmmi—— e

Total expenditures during year. ..o oo e

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing

the total membership by the total number of ehurches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per chureh are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.
" Sunday sehools.—The Sunday schools for which sfatistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main ehurch edifice. = The statistics shown relate
bo Sundey schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations.




ITALIAN BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

Under this head are included in 1936 two bodies, similar in general type but
not affiliated in any way. The General Council of the Italian Pentecostal As-
semblies of God is a group of closely affiliated churches and vests its authority
in a 1%eneral executive board. The Unorganized Italian Christian Churches of
North America are incorporated loeally only, and each congregation is a distinct
organization governed by local officers.

The principal statistics as reported for 1936 by the two bodies are given in the

_ following table.

SuMMARY oF SrATiSTICS FOR ITALIAN Bopims, 1936

Total | Num- || "+ Caoonons O | EXPENDITURRS | SUNDAY SCHOOLS
numper | ber of
PEROMImAOR nusches | Thers. || Ohuras Church Churehes| Sohol
: churches | bers urches urches | 4 .. urehes | Schol~
roporting | AT00URE | Yonopting | ATROULY) fenovting | ars
Total for the group..... 120 11,114 67 {8442, 860 108 | 260, 350 69 | 2,087
General Council of the Ital-
ian Pentecostal Assem-
bhes of God woioovmanan 16 | 1,547 8| 60,600 13 8,724 13 455
The Unorganized Italian
Christian Churches of :
North America..c.aacaenn. 104 | 9,867 51 | 352,360 90 | 51,6206 56 | 2, 612
225085—40 1



GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE ITALIAN PENTECOSTAL
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the General Council of the Italian Pentecostal
Assemblies of God for the year 1936 is presented in table 1, which shows also
the distribution of these figures between urban and rural ferritory. There were
no parsonages reported. These statistics were compiled from schedules sent
directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual churches and the
data relate to these chureches only. .

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who accept the Serip-
tures as the only Iaw for right living, and have been baptized. .

Tllllis body was not reported prior to 1936, hence no comparative daba are
available,

Taprp 1,—8uMMARY or Stamsrics For CmurcEes IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, 1936

PERCENT OF

1
Tnurban | Inrural TOTAL

TEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number_..._._____ 16 12 [ ) O I
Members, number. - 1, 547 1,310 237 84.7 15,3
. Average membership per church_._..._.__ a7 109 17 SRR [
Membership by sex:
Male - 805 526 80 86.8 13,2
FemMAIe_ e eeee 042 785 187 83.3 18.7
Males per 100 females. ... . 64,2 .
Membership by age: .
Under 13 Fears. o maummcrmmeeam e mmm—e 237
13 years BN OVer - e comem oo iemccenas 1,103
Age not reported - 117
Percent under 13 yoars 2. oo caeonee 16.6
Church ediflces, number. ..o omeemmcaaonanes 6
Value—number reporfing. ....._. (i]
Amount reported.......__._ $90, 500
Constructed prior to 1936 $64, 500

Construeted, wholly or in part, in 1036, $26, 000

Average valuo per church.. .o o.oooo.oo $15,083
Debt—number reporting 6
Amount reported $28, 200 $25, 500 $700
Expenditures:
Ohurches reporting, number 13 10 0 O [
Amount reported . oo ouoan.. $8, 724 $8, 074 $650 02.5 7.5
Pastors’ salaries. .ocooeeecmnan 3800 8960 |aemeamana 100,0 oo e
Repairs and improvements $824 $549 $276 66.6 33,4
Payment on church debt, excluding in-
BOTeSt L e $1, 260 $1, 050 $200 84.¢ 16,0
All other current expenses, including in-
terest oo amaan - 84, 609 §4, 404 $116 97.5 2.5
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete... 3328 3313 $15 96. 4 4,6
Home missions.. . - $143 $133 $10 9.0f. 70
Foreign missions. ..o oo oo $80 31V I RSN SO R,
To general headquarters for distribution.. 318 L1 SN PR
All other PULDOSeS. - o e c e e oo oo $505 $470 $35 93.1 6.9
Average expenditiure per chureh.__._.....____ $671 $807 123 SN ORI,
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number. ... oo ... 13 L 20 Y S ISR P
Officers and teachers 57 44 b1 N [N S, )
Beholars. e e oo mem e 455 342 113 75,2 24.8
Summer vacation Bible schools:
Churches reporting, number 1
Qfficers and teachers...____ 3
Scholars. . _.___. 25

} Percent not shown where base is less than 100,
* Based on membership with age classification reported.

2
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PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 3

State tables—Tables 2 and 3 present the statistics for 1936 for the General
Council of the Ifalian Pentecostal Assemblies of God by States. Table 2 gives
for each State the number and membership of the ehurches classified according
to their location in urban or rural territory, membership classified by sex and
by age, and data for Sunday schools. Table 3 shows the value of church edifices
and the amount of debt on such property, and presents the ehurch expenditures,
showing separately current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order
to avoid disclosing the finanecial statisties of any individual church, separate
preseltltgtion in table 3 is limited to those States in which three or more churches
reported.

TapLy 2.—NuUMBER AND MEmeursEir oF CHURcHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX AND AGH, AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS, BY STATES,
1936

NUMBER OF | NUMBER OF |MEMBERSHIP| MEMBERSHIP BY SUNDAY
CHURCHES MEMBERS BY SEX AGE SCHOOLS
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND §,‘ g g & § ]
STATE | B o g 6wl ® @
g2l o |8 (88 0aled 2
@ Hles|FA8EHaE e
3512 3| 2(2lg|3lsd 8|5 | RE 208 2
] & |8 -]
SlBlE|a||Bi&IS|&lE |Ble | I& 818 |3
United States.cenov.o 18|| 12 4(1, 647111, 310| 237 605| D42|84.2] 237(1,103| 117)18.6| 18] &7| 455
NEW ENGLAND;
Connecticut..voooovn.. 2 2. 71 T1....] 80 82[....| 6] 20| 45]-c _|-cei]oeei]onen
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: .
New York-ccacmcaneas 7 5 2[1,087|| 943 144| 415 672|61. 8| 124| 881 6| 31 241
New Jerseye e ranmman i1 b 1| 343{ 206) 47} 140{ 203160.0| 01| 252 6l 21| 184
Pennsylvania....o...._ ) ] - 1| 48))-..-. 48] 11| 8b|....} 16 30 1 5 30

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100, L,
1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where bade is less than 100,
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TABLE 3.—VALUE AND DEBT o8 CHURCE EDrFices AND CuURCH EXPENDITURES
BY STATES, 1938

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

VALUE OF CHURCH | DEBT ON CHURCH —_— i

Total | Num- EDIFICES EDIFICES EXPENDITURES

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION numfbor Ti‘et o{l :
AND STATE o chure .

churches | edifices|| Churches Churches Churches| Total
. reporting | 2M™OUBY yonorting Amount ) Tonorting] amount
United States....... 18 8 6 | 880, 500 8 | 826, 200 18 88,724

MIDDLE ATLANTIC;

New York. .......... 7 3 3| 73,000 8| 17,400 7 3,808
New Jersey e [} 3 3| 17,500 3 8, 800 5 4, 589
Other States...___... LI T IR | N I ORI I 1 240

EXPENDITURES--continued

Pay- | Other
ment | current| To
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE | Pas- |Repairs X~ Local Home For- | gen- All

on
tors’ {and im- | church | panses,| relief cign | eral | other

sala- { prove- | debt, |includ-|{ an S’ﬁfg; mis- | head- | pur-
ries | ments |execlud-| ing in- | charity| sions | quar- | poses
ing terest ters
interest
TUnited States.._.._.._...._. 3960 3824 | 31,250 | %4, 609 2328 | 8148 890 816 8605
360 50| 250 | 2,685 4] 60| 80| . 430
600 534 | 1,000 1,954 288 83 40 15 75

....... - 11 I ORI JVRROINN PRSI S (RN NOUSI M

1 Includes: Connecticut, 2, and Pennsylvania, 1.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
HISTORY

The Pentecostal movement was started some 32 years ago by a group of Ttal-
ians who were converted in an American church in Chicago. The movement
grew rapidly and today there are some 200 little missions and assemblies through-
out the United States. There are 100 or more throughout Italy, and over 60
aecounted for in South America in the Italian tongue.

For this reason Rev. Rocco Santamaria and his father, Rev. John Santamaria,
with the cooperation of Rev. Pietro Giordano conceived the idea of forming a
council similar to the American one to try and unite all these little groups.

It is now 3 years since this _council was started. We already have about 25
churches affiliated together. It is hard work to try to merge them. As a rule
the majority do not believe in organization, but with the help of God some day
we will succeed.

The General Council of the Italian Pentecostal Assemblies of God is governed
by an executive board and a board of presbyters. We have checked up and have
up to date 17 ordainéd ministers, 20 licensed. ministers, 6 who have exhorters
papers, and 23 Christian workers.

The General Council also publishes a monthly paper called “Fede, Speranza,
Carita” (Faith, Hope, Charity). This paper is published with the money re-
ceived by voluntary offerings from the various assemblies, We have also a yearly
subscription of $1 for whoever wishes to subseribe for it.

{ This statement was furpished by Rev. Rocco R. Santamaria, general superintendent, General Council
of the Italian Pentecostal Assemblics of God, Newark, N. J.
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DOCTRINE

o W(_a believe in the Almighty God, that He is a Spirit, Omnipotent, Omniscient,
wIl:lnlpresent, that He so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
thSoever believeth in Him should not perish but have éverlasting life. We
Cleve Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died for our sins, that He is
%?lhlng again on earth. We believe the Holy Bible to be the ingpired word of
~30d written by godly men who were so moved by the Spirit of God. We believe
The speaking in tongues as quoted in the book of the Acta of the Apostles,
ch&pter 2, verse 4. We believe in the gifts given to the church as written in I Cor.,
Chapter 13, We believe there is a place of punishment for the wicked when they
1€, -that there is an eternal resting place for the godly and that after death on
Sarth the good shall always be with God in a place described as heaven. We
elieve in clean morals—worldly amusements have no part in our churches; the
Church is the place to worship God and not to preach politics. We believe
“Ineriecs is the land for Americans and all people should believe and have faith
10 our QGovernment and uphold the Constitution of the United States, and we
&lso believe in saluting the flag of the United States of America, We believe in
the Holy Supper observed by the breaking of the bread and drinking of the wine
Celebrated in_church every time seen fit to do it. We believe in the baptism of
“Water by immersion and that when & person receives the baptism of water he
showld be of an age to understand its meaning. We do not believe in infant
aptism. Lastly, we believe in the baptism of the Holy Spirit given as a gift to
all believers by God, and that the speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives utterance
18 a, gign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We are against fascism, nazism,
dolshevism, communisin, and socialism.  We shun all forms of idolatry and be-
leve tin one God in three divine persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
ost,



THE UNORGANIZED ITALIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
OF NORTH AMERICA

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification—A general
summary of the statistics for The Unorganized Italian Christian Churches of
North America for the year 1936 is presented in table 1, which shows also the
distribution of these figures between urban and rural territory. These statistics
were compiled from schedules sent directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk
of the individual churches and the data relate to these churches only.

The membership of these churches consists of persons who have been admitted
into the local church upon profession of faith and baptism by immersion.

T_llxi% 1bod.y was not reported prior to 1936, hence no comparative data are
available.

TaBrn 1.—SumMARY oF StamisTics FOoR CHUmrcoEBs IN URBAN AND RURAL
: Tarrrrory, 1936

PERCENT 101?
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
TTEM . Total territory territory
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number. oo ... 104 90 14 86.5 13.5
Mermbers, DUmMber. - .o eooe o econccm e commcaeee 9, 567 g, 111 486 | 95.2 4.8
Average mornbership per-church. ... ___ 92 101 83 | |
Membership by sex:
X O U ’ 4,820 4,115 214 95,1 4.9
5,238 4,008 242 | 95.4 4.6
Males per 100 females 82,6 82.4 B84 | oo |
Membership by age:
Under 18 Yenrs. .o oo cammmem s cm e e 2, 250 2,152 98
13 years and over. . - .occeemm oo 7,805 9, 951 354
Age not reported e 12 . 8 4
Percent under 13 years 2__ ... 23.5 23. 8 21.7
Church edifices, number-__........ 85 50 5
Value—number reporting._ 51 46 5
Amount reported.. ... . $352, 360 $337, 060 $15, 300
Congtrueted prior to 1936 ... __... $340, 346 $326, 045 $15,300
Constructed, wholly or in part, in 1938. $12,015 $12, 015
Average value per church.. ... ... ... $6,900 $7,327

Debt—number reporting. ..
Amount reported._.._

$95 838 $95, 8?(5]
, 81 3
Number reporting “no debt” . ____ . ... . ... 10 &

Parsonages, MINBer . c v oo mnnan 6 5
Value—number reporting. . 1 1
Amount reported. .. ..o oooee ool .. §1, 300 $1,300
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number......ooo.o. 90 78 12 |oao o [omremmmm
Amount reported ... $51, 626 $50, 638 $088 08.1 19
Pastors” salaries $4, 436 4,438 |- 100.0 |-v-ememe
All other salaries......... $280 3270 $10 98. 4 3.6
Repeirs and improvements. ... ... — $6, 323 $6, 203 $30 99.5 .5
Payment on church debt, excluding in-
L T $15, 376 $16,876 | ccececranan 100.0 [--ecee-
All other current expenses, including in- ’
L o) RSP $18, 509 $17,0671 $338 95,5 4.5
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, etc_.. $2, 785 $2, 710 $76 07.3 2.7
Home misgions. . oo ecaceeeercmoen- - $1, 854 $1, 830 $16 99,2 .8
Forelgn missions. ..o caeomemoooooon - 3815 9815 |menccmaas 100,0 fvneneeo
To goneral headquarters for distribution.. 3362 b5 i R—— 100.0 [--eeuuna
All obher purposes. - oo oceemoooo .- $886 4866 $20 [ 9.7 2.3
Average expenditure per church. ... ___ $574 $649 $82 {_ oo fememannn

Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, numbar
Officers and teachers
Scholars. oo

Summoer vacation Bible schools:
Churches reporting, number
Officers and feachers____.
SehOlarS. - e e e

Weekday religious schools:
: Churches reporting, number
Officors and teachers
Scholars

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100, 2 Based on membership with age elassification reported.
6
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UNORGANIZED ITALIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OF N. A, 7

State tables.—Tables 2, 3, and 4 present the statistics for 1936 for The Unor-
ganized Ttalian Christian Churches of North America by States. Table 2 gives
for each State the number and membership of the churches classified according
10 their location in urban or rural territory, membership classified by sex and by
age, and data for Sunday schools. Table 3 shows the value of church edifices
and the amount of debt on such property. Table 4 presents the chureh ex-
penditures, showing separately current expenses, improvements, benevolences,
ete. In order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any individual church,
separate presentation in tables 3 and 4 is limited to those States in which three
or more churches reported value and expenditures.

Tapis 2.—NUMBER AND MIMBERSHIP OF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX AND Aaz, AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS, BY STATES,
1936

NUMBER OF | NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP BY SUNDAY
CHURCHES MEMBERS BY SEX AGE SCHOOLE
B 4
E " < | &2
5] =] ac{ Ble
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 2 Ele| T |Eg
AND STATE E e tw|l 8|8 |=
gl2|%|sl58|8|"
B le |82 8 lql8 P
() =3 = h=1 S| »m A
- — o — = =3 =4 I
AHHE I R A
=} .
slEslélellEs|&l 8| &S5 |a|<d|& 0|5
-~ United States....- 104|| 0| 14ls, 667||9, 111| 4564, 320]6, 238 82, 8)2, 260(7, 305 19| 28.5| 56|215}2, 612
Nrw ENGLAND:
Maine. ... coaeeann 1 1]-....| 88 33|.-.-| 18 P31 Y SR NS N A
Massachusatts....| 1 1]....| 808]| 803{..--.| 1256 F{13] I, E— 1| 9| &0
Rhode Islend...... 2 ] — 35 1] — 18]  20)--.-- 8| 20| |-v--- IS RN P
MIDDLE ATLANTIC!
Now York ....... soll 27| 3|3, 148(|3, 036] 112|1,446[1,702| 85.0| 744 2,306 - 8| 23.7) 16| 56| V6%
New Jersey... 6 3l 3| 87|l 203| 77| 148| 227| 63.0] 89 77| 4| 24.3| 3] 12| 108
Pennsylvania, a1il 25| 6l2, 205||2, 107} 188|1, 0821, 213| 80.2| 630 1,7665....| 28.1| 17| 53] 867
Easr Norra CEN-
TRAL:
8 gl....| os1|| osil....| 403 &48| 7s.8| 172{ 779|...- 18,1 4] 17l 150
1 1] 106]} 106i.._. 48| 68|._.-. 320 74|....[30.2} 1 20
4 42701 400|| 409)....| 226 273)82.8| 96 408|-.-_] 19.2| 4] 36| 381
4 4.1 4s1lj 481i....| 230} 251| 01.6| 161 320|...-| 38.5| 3| 4| 133
2 2" 7| eroll ewol-_0| 87| 128) 70.7| 60| 1B0....} 28.6 25 121 96
West Norrte CEN-
TRAL:
Missouri-.vneen-- 2 ol oooll 900l ___| 100{ 120| 90.8] 65| 164|._.. 28.4} 2| 8 1561
SouTn ATLANTIC:
Maryland.........| 1}|----] 1} 43[L.._ 431 20 o] 34l....
Dist. of Columbia.| 1 oo 164|| 154}....] 74 51 1031 ..
‘West Virginia.._..| 3 Bl...-} 208{| 208....[ 92 107 101|._..
Basr Sovrm OCEN-
TRAL:
TeNNessee-mame--- 1 1..--| 80 80|..--] 85 45f-..-- 25| BBlecw |-mmm- 1] 2| 380
WesT Soutr CEN-
TRAL!
Arkansas. - ou.-.-. ... 1 86||----- 36 10|  26]--.o-jee--- i 1] P (. i 1} 20
MTeXaS8 . amennmmen- 1 .- 37 87—~ 15| 22fe-eun ] S 1: N E—o. RRRIY RV EEpR
PACIFIC:
Californig...caem-- 4 4|._..| s40|| s4ef{....| 183| 196 78.1) 88| 261... b2 351 N RO I

1 Ratio not shown whers number of fomales is less than 100, .
3 Baged on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base is less than 100.
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TaBLE 8.—VALUR OF CHURCHER AND AMOUNT oF CHURCE DEBT BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is Ilimited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

VALUE OF CHURCH | DEBT ON CHURCH
Total | Num- EDIFICES EDIFICES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE gg:’;‘f Jfl‘gr%{l
churches | edifices || Churches Churches
reporting Amount | ong ping | Amount
United States......._. e 104 55 51 | $852, 360 35 95, 810
MIDDLE ATLANTIC! .
NOW YOTK .o oo eemnn 80 19 16 | 117,700 10 42,190
31 11 11 7, 050 8 10,815
8 5 5 25, 300 3 6, 400
4 3 3 6, 266 2 2156
PAcirIC:
[e2NT10) o 13U 4 3 3 24,015 3 2,415
Other States_ - -cvoveeumcrconnn I o7 14 113 | 121,129 9 3, 775

1 Ingludes 2 churches each in the States of Illinois and Missourt; and 1 in each of the following—MNew Jer-
'Séeg’].ulngigna, Wisconsin, Maryland, West Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, end Texas, and the District of
mbia.

TasLt 4.—CHURCH EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or moro churches reporting]

Aal
o EXPENDITURES
ot
« =13 1 b0 -1 L) 3
I E: 2 |8 H |88 |22 |8 2 |3 g
N 2
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION E’g 2l g % | B|l<=g |88 |83 |<k g 12 7n| §
AND STATE FEN R g1 8 |3 88 88 tRE 2 g g BE| &
Slgl 8 || 2 |5|.8 |8 5|848|58| & 88l g
sial B v | 2|8E|5sE o880 554
= = ., (=" S
e 8] & | & |28 |& |6 S e (28 |3
United States 90851, 628)|84, 438(8280(36, 328|815, 876]$18, 50|82, 85|81, 854|9816|8362{3888
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: .
ew York... 27| 15, 558 400(.._.f 1,901 2,825 8,717 794 7562| 340|-.-- 320
Neow Jersey. 5 1,912|) 1,080|.--.| 125 187 440} 100}..--.. JEO DRI P
Pennsylvani 24| 7,837))- - _-..| 1,018 1,132} 3,678 542! 763] 274|-....| 130
EAsT NORTH OENTRAL:
io.- . 8 8 126 575 1,000{ 1,461 250) 60| 30] 165].-..
I]lgnois,- 4 4 e 1,637 1,080 606 b1 — 18] 139| 65
Michigan. 4 3 90{|------ [EPR S 218 263 185 135 99| B&0}..-.
SOUTH ATLANTIC: )
West Virginig.ce eennae 3 3| 2,800 ol I . 1,000 706} .- v 19| 29| 18] 100
PACIFIG:
Californig...ccoararvuan 4 4 2,949 P]¢] IR 1,301 903 2B} oo RSO (RO P,
Other States.. o o14){ v 19| 12, 4p4]] 1, 368( 154 1,067) 7,032 1, 746 625 125 25|-.-.| 262

1 Ineludes 2 churches each in the States of Wisconsin and Missouri; and 1 in each of the following—Massa-
.chusetts, Rhode Island, Indians, Maryland, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Texas, and the District of Columbia,
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

This church was founded in 1907 by Louis Francescon in Chicago, Iil., who
under divine guidance was called upon to work in the Lord’s work, The church
is nondenominational and nonsectarian. Mr. Francescon was directed by God
to spread the gospel in the United States, mostly to the Italian people.  This work
has spread not only throughout the length and breadth of the United States and
Canada, but also to Italy, Brazil, and Argentina. The various churches in the
United States are incorporated locally under State laws as separate congregations.
Each congregation is a separate entity and authority is vested in elders, deacons,
and trustees as the law may require in the various States. However, the church
in Ttaly is combined into one corporation named ‘Congregazione Cristiana’*
(Chrigtian Congregation). .

In Brazil the various congregations are grouped into one corporation known as
“Congregacdo Christd do Brasil” (Christian Congregation of Braasil).

The “Congregazione Cristiana,” Chicago, Ill,, is the mother church. Mr.
Francescon is senior elder and mmissionary. Active missionary work has been
carried on in the United States and abroad by Mr. Francescon since the beginning,

In April 1927 a convention of the various congregations was held in Niagara,
Falls, N. Y., and articles of faith were adopted. Briefly stated they are: We
believe that the Bible is the infallible word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit;
there is one only living and true God, eternal, with unlimited powers, Creator
of all things, and in one God are three distinet persons: The Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; that the Son of God is the Word, made flesh, who in reality suffered
death, not only for the primitive transgression, but also for the actual sing of

. man; in the existence of a personal devil, who, with all evil spirits, will be eternally

punished in the lake of fire; that regeneration or the new birth is received only
through faith in Christ Jesus who was delivered for our trespasses and was raised
for our justification; in water baptism by single immersion; in the baptism of
the Holy Spirit as an experience received subsequent to salvation, with the
sign of speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives utterance; in the sacrament of the
Lord’s Bupper; that it is necessary to abstain from things offered to jdols, from
blood, from things strangled, and from fornication, as decreed by the Holy
Spirit in the General Assembly held at Jerusalem; that Jesus Christ, Himself,
bore our infirmities, and therefore we obey the following commandment: “Is
there any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up, and if he has
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him’’; that the Lord, Himself (before the
millennjum), shall deseend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arche
angel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then
we that are alive that are left, shall together with them be caught up in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord; there shall
be 2 bodily resurrection of all dead, just and unjust, and these shall go away into
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal.

1 This statement was prepared from information furnished by Mr. Louis Francescon, senior elder and
missionary of The Unorganized Ttalinn Christian Churches of North Ameriea, Chicago, 111

O
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than & census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. Thig census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the loeal ehurches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and muech additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations.

The statisties relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1986 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the chureh belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term ‘“member’”’ is applied only to
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members ‘‘under 138 years of age’ and those “13
years of age and over,”’ so far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership “18 years of age and over'’ usually affords a better basis for comparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis.

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
ineorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

pes



v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is a building used mainly or whollyr for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term ‘‘value of church property” was ti1sed
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the Germ
“yalue of church edifices’”” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The fizrvares
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is coveTed
by both terms.

The ‘“‘value of ehurch edifices” comprigses the estimated value of the chiirech
‘buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, orgra1n1s,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in corrrrec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for s cial
or-educational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the buildding
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to m=vke
o proper geparation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonagess, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was repor ted
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the nurxaber
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.”” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into Tthe
items called for, as they appeared on the sehedule, which were as follows:

' For pastor’s salary - .o el $ e

For all other salaries. .ol e
For repairs and improvements_ .. .ol ooano.o. -
For payments on church debt, excluding interest____ ... .____
For all local relief and charity, Red Cross, efe______ .o _.._
Tor all other eurrent expenses, including interest______ ..
For home missions. _ oo oot aemaceeen
Tor foreign missions__ .l .o
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them o mmamm mememeea
Tor all other PUIPOSeS. nwwnccmmac e cmmc e cmmmmmame meemm—— e s

Total expenditures during year . oo woce  ccrocanoa-

" Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by divicling
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by divicting
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the nunaber
of churches reporting in each case. ‘

Sunday schools—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presente«d in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted. Ty
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are ma.in-
tained by a number of denominations.




VEDANTA SOCIETY

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Vedanta Society for the year 1936 is presented
in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory. These statistics were compiled from schedules sent directly to
the Bureau by the pastor or elerk of the individual churches and the data relate
to these churches only,

The membership includes persons 18 years of age and over, of good repute in
the community, who may desire to associate themselves with the society; there
are fgur clagses—active members, annual members, life members, and honorary
members.

Tasim 1. —SuMMARY OF STATIETICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TErrITORY, 1936

]’ERCENTlOF
Inwhan | Inrural TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
‘Churches (local organizations), NUMbBEr. . cauvau. -2 10 g 1
Members, number —- 628 578 50 02.0 8.0
Average membership per chureh.o........ 63 64 510 I P
Membership by sex: .
Male . oo ———————— 163 108§ 100.0 [ooeooaee
Female. oo e 305 805 |- 100,0 |-ocooame
Sex not reported. .o emealan 100 50 50 50,0 £0,0
Maleg per 100 fernales. o c.oocmeoaaaooo 44,7 L% 2 S I

Membership by age:
TUnder I8 Years. . oo occcmacmcomcccccaaanan
13 years and over

Agenotreported oo
Church edifices, RUMBET . cavacmvoccamemmnccmaccann i 5 1 |ccmeammcfaemacaan
Valug—number reporting.. 6 5 | O .
Amount reporied ..o —-.ooooo_. $132, 500 $100, 500 $32, 000 75.8 24, g

Constructed prior t0 1936 .- SR $131, 500 $99, 500 $32, 000 8.7 24,
Construeted, wholly or in part, in 1936 $1, 000 $1, 000
Average value per church $22, 083 $20, 100
Debt—number reporting. ... 4
Amount reported. ... $36, 503 $36, 903
Number reporting ‘no debt” 2 1

. 8TSONARES, DUIMDEr ce e icrnercncmmmc e 4 3
Value~—number reporting... 2 : 1
Amount reported - oo craece o vmmcem e $5, 000 $2, 000
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. ..o ooeoeomoaeaoos @ 9
Amount reported. ... $28, 103 $28, 103
Pastors’ salaries. - $4, 723 $4,723
All other salaries. .o oue_- 3600 600
Ropairs and improvements. - ... P $1, 885 $1, 885
Payment on church debt, excluding inter-
3 O U PR EB R $1, 328 $1, 328
All other current expenses, Including
INEOFOSE - - e e e mam $17, 512 $17, 512
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete.... $18 $15
ATl other PUIPOSeS. - -« mvve e mcmmmm $2, 040 $2,040 |-
Average expenditure per church $3,123 $3,123
Weekdny religious gchools:
Churches reporting, number_ ... ..coceenon 1 1
Officers and teachers 2 2
L2 o Ta) - O 25 25

‘1 Percent not shown whero base is iess than 100.
225086—40 1
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Comparative data, 1906-88.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parisen, & summary of the available statistics of the Vedanta Society for the

census years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1908.

TaBLe 2.—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY,

1906 o 1936

1TEM 1936 1928 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations), numher. oo waamvaman 10 3 3 4
Increase ! over preceding census:
Members, number. . emeem 628 200
Inerease ! over preceding census: .
NUBIber. . . e e m—————— 428 10 —150 foomcmmmmamee
Pereent. ..o 214.0 5,3 % 0 N (R
Average tuembership per church 83 67 63 85
Church edifices, numhber —— 6 2 2 2
Value—nnumber reporting . - ... @ 2 2 2
Amount reported. ... $132, 500 $45, 000 $37, 500
Average value per church_._ $22, 083 $22, 500 $18, 760
Debi—number reporting. ... 4 1 2
Amount reported . .. - $36, 903 $15, 000
Parsonages, number____.______ [: S P
Valuge—number reporting. 2 2
Amount reported. .. o ov oo $5, 0600 $20, 000
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. - 9 3
Amount reported. ... $28, 103 $15, 686
Pastors’ salaries. .. $4, 723
All other salaries ... « 5600
Repairs and improvements. ... $1,885 $3, 000 $1,750 Juw e
Payment on church debt, excluding interest..__ $1, 328
All other current expenses, including interest $17, 512
Local reliel and charity, Red Cross, etc $15
Home missions. ......_....
Foreign missions. . $500 $1, 280 |ooeemoooe
T general headqui
All other purposes.
Not elassified. . ..o BL2,186 | e e facmmnmnaaas
Average expenditure per church. ..o oou.o $3,123 $5,220 $3,000 | nmecmmaees
I A minus sign (—) denotes decrease. 2 Percent not shown where base s less than 100,

State table—Table 3 presents the statistics for the Vedanta Society by States,
giving the number and membership of the churehes for the four census years 1906 to
1936, together with the membership for 1936 classified by sex and age.

TABLE 8.—NvuMmBBER AND MEemeersaIi? of Cnurcmps, 1906 To 1636, awD
MEMBERSHIP BY SEX AND AGE IN 1936, BY STATES

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP
CHTURCITES MEMBERS | WEMBERSHIF BY SEX, 1936 | 3y o3 "1930
GEQGRAFHIC DIVISION
AND STATE Sex Males| 18 Age
198619261916 19061935 1926|1916 1906| Male | TS Inot re-| | BOT | Ye8IS In ot ve-
ported males 1| aver ported
United States_ ... 10 3| 8| 4 {628 (200 (160 340 | 163 385 100 | 44.7 | 421 207
New ENGLAND:
Massachusotts........ T 1) 10 4801 |40 e feaa|emaee 1 2 DR I 50
Rhode Island.-........ RO SR VO I PRSI S RPN B (1] -0 1 SR BN 50 {emmaee
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York 201 1 1192 ] 50 {100 200 20 [ 35 PR S, 25 67
Pennsylvanit. oo Jomani oo foan] 1 famosiao oo i B0 e s e e e e
EAsT NoRTH CENTRAL:
IMMnols. e 1 emaafooa e |20 | feonnfaoo| 40 i1 I A, 106 {oeoeena
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Distriet of Columbia.| 1 [cooo|-oofoaoc] 40 |cooofocmnloaac) 10 B0 b crnommcmer e 40
Pacirie: i
Oregon. __.oooooo_._. L cocfomce]aeacf100 [concfoama]oao-| 84 175 0 SO S 100 [camene-
California. ... ...... 311 14 2 (191 | 150| 50 | 80 40 101 80 | 39.6 | 141 50

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100,

2Not reported,
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

The Vedanta Society, as a religious or philosophieal factor in American life,
dates from the Parliament of Religions at the World’s Fair in 1893. At that
time the various Hindus who were present attracted much attention, and one of
them, Swami Vivekananda, who came as a delegate, gave a series of lectures on
Vedanta philosophy in New York in 1894, He made no attempt at an organiza-
tion, but 8 years later Swami Abhedananda arrived in that city to carry on the
work started by Swami Vivekananda, and organized the Vedanta Society, which
was incorporated in October 1898.  Slowly hui steadily the work grew, and
finally the society became strong enough to have a permanent center in New
York City, and now has other centers in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston,
Portland, Oreg., Chicago, Ill., Providence, R. I., and Denver, Colo., all under the
leadership of Swamis of the order of Sri Ramakrishna in India. Some of these
centers have country places where schools are held in the summer.

The term ““Vedanta” is the name of an ancient philosophy of India, and as
interpreted hy the society it means literally ‘‘end of all wisdom.” The Vedanta
philosophy explaing what the end of wisdom is and how it is attained, and claims
to harmonize with the ultimate conclusions of modern science, and to give to
religion a scientific and philosophic basis. The society has, however, no purpose
of forming a new sect or creed; buf by explaining through logic and reason the
gpirifual laws that govern life, it seeks to harmonize all systems.

The society has six trustees who, with three other officials, form the executive
bhoard, Members residing elsewhere than in New York City are given lessons
and instruction by correspondence. The society has published a large number
of works on its religious philosophy, most of which were written by Swami Viveka~
nanda, and his successors and followers. Ifollowing the custom of the Hindu
priesthood, the Swamis do not accept a salary or any remuneration for their
services but freely devote their time and energy to the spiritual growth and
unfoldment of all men and women, without regard to caste, creed, or nationality.

1Thiy statement, which is substantially the same as that published in vol. 11 of the Report on Religious

Bodies, 1926, has been revised by Swami Bodhanands, Vedanta Soclety, New York City, and approved
by him in its present form.



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
HARRY L. HOPKINS, Secretary

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

‘WILLIAM LANE AUSTIN, Director

CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES
1936

BULLETIN Mo. 88

CHURCHES OF GOD

STATISTICS, DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY
DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION

. I I = I N

CONSOLIDATED REPORT

Separate statistics are given for each of the Churches of God,
as follows:
Church of God
Church of God (Headquarters, Anderson, Ind.)
The (Original) Church of God
Church of God (Salem, W. Va.)
(Tomlinson) Church of God

Prapared under the supervision of

Dr. T. F. MURPHY
Chief Stalistician for Religious Statistics

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON : 1940

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. - - - - - Price 10 centa




CONTENTS

GENERAL IN’I‘RODUCTICN

D AT IS TIOB o o e o e et e e e e e e A e m e mmm e
Table 1—Summary of statistics for churches in urban and rural ter-

) ritory, 1986 L

Table 2—Comparative summary, 1916 to 1936___ - __ ...
Table 3.—Number and membership of churches in urban and rural
territory, membership by sex, and Sunday schools, by

States, 1986 - e

Table 4—Number and membership of churches, 1916 to 1936, and
membership by age in 1936, by States_____ . ______

Table 5—Value of churches and parsonages and amount of church
debt by States, 1036 o e

Table 6.—Church expenditures by States, 1936
Hisrory, DoctrINE, AND ORGANIZATION

CHURCH OF GOD (HEADQUARTERS, ANDERSON, IND.)

StaTieTics (tables 1 60 6) .o oo
Hisrory, DocTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION

THE (ORIGINAL) CHURCH OF GOD

Sraristics (tables 1 40 6) . oo e
Hisrory, DogTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION

CHURCH OF GOD (SALEM, W. VA.)

STATISTIOS ($ables 1 60 3) oo oo e oo e
Hisrory, DoCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION

(TOMLINSON) CHURCH OF GOD

STATISTION (3118 1 $0 5) e o m e e e
History, DocrriNg, AND ORGANIZATION

II

17
20

23
25

29
35




GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches loeated in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each chureh, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the loeal churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Lists of the local organizations for 1986 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of ‘the various denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period. :

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting merber-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier yesrs.

Membership.~—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, ara those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. FEach church was instructed fo report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. In some religious bodies the term “member” is applied only to.
communicants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate figures are shown for members “under 13 years of age” and those 13
vears of age and over,” go far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership 13 years of age and over’ usually affords a better basis for eomparison
between denominations reporting membership on a different basis. :

Urban and rural churches—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other ineorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in econnection with the 1980 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as to include fownships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. 'Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

nx



v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term ‘‘value of church property’”’ was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“value of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strietly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The “value of echurch edifices” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a chureh building are used for social
or educational work in connection with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—~The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor’s salary .- S
Yor all other salaries .- e
Yor repairs and improvements__.________________. . _a._._
Tor payments on church debt, excluding interest_ ... . ___._._
Tor all local relief and chanty, Red Cross, ete__..... o ____._
Tor all other current expenses, including interest.__ ... ... ...
Forhome missions.. oo oo e
For foreign missioNS. o o o e
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them e e
For all other purposes .. .. - eie mmi———ee_

Total expenditures during year. oo ooier e

Averages.—The average number of members per ehurch is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the tofal number of churches shown. 'The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistios shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations.




CHURCH OF GOD

—_—

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summeary of the statistics for the Church of God for the year 1936 is presented in
table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory. These statistics were compiled from sehedules sent direetly to
the Bureau by the pastor or elerk of the individual churches and the data relate
to these churches only.

The membership of this denomination consisis of those persons, including
children, who are enrolled in the local churches upon profession of faith and
evidence of a Christian life.

TABLE L.—SOUMMARY OF SrtaTistics FOR CHURCEES IN UrBAN AND RuURAL
TERRITORY, 1936

PERCENT OF

TTEM ‘ Total Inurban | Inrural TOTAL !

territory territory

Urban | Rural

Churches (local organizations), number ........o.. 1, 081 336 745 311 68.9
Members, DUMDET . oo e e gmm e 44, 818 18, 564 26, 254 41.4 58.6
Average membership per church 41 55 -1 D
Membership by sex:
M 13, 803
30, 943
72
44.6
Membership by age:
Under 13 years_. 1,108
13 years and ov 38, 806
Age nof reported.._ 4,724
Percent under 3.0
Church edifices, number........... 719

Valus—number reporti
Amount reported._
Constructed prior to 1936_- -
Constructed, wholly or in parf, in

217 466 . )
$954, 962 3462, 226 $502, 736 47.4 52.6
$706, 483 $356, 288 $410, 196 46.5 53,8

036, oo m e e $188, 479 $95, 938 $92, 541 50,9 49.1
Average value per church $1,308 $2, 084 81,079 |eecooe e
Deht—numbher reporting 197 89 108 45. 2 54.8
Amount reported... $141, 842 $79, 350 $62, 486 56.9 44,1
Number reporting “no debt' .. 270 80 190 20.6 70.4
Parsonages, numbar 203 83 120 40.0 59.1
Value—number reporting 177 T4 103 41.8 58,2
Amount reported. o em oo memaes $134, 495 $60, 850 $64, 645 51,9 48.1
Expenditures;
Churches reporting, number. ... ... 1,011 323 688 3.0 68.1
Amount reported. . c..-- ~e-]  BB68, 030 $302, 349 $265, 681 53.2 46.8
Pastors’ salaries .o ocrococcammemmacenes $303, 285 $169, 703 $143, 582 52.7 47.3
All other salaries...._._. . $30, 920 $15, 447 $15, 473 50.0 50.0
Repairs and improvements. ... _.....__ $38, 387 $17, 524 $20, 863 45,7 54.3
Payment on church déebt, excluding in-
BOLESE o e em e e mm e mm e $49, 0585 $28, 156 $20,800 | 57.4 42.6
All other current expenses, including in-
BEECSE - o o o mmm e nee $53, 670 $33, 788 $19, 882 63.0 37,0
Local rclief and charity, Red Cross, ete. . $8, 446 $5, 210 $3, 236 61,7 38.8
Home missions.... $11, 812 $5, 045 $5, 867 50,3 49.7
Foreign migsions... $11, 668 $6, 308 $6, 360 45. 8 54. 5
To general headquarters for distribution. . 333, 348 817, 000 $16, 339 510 40,0
All other PUIrPOSeS . - - oo c e memn e $27, 439 $14, 259 $13, 180 52.0 48.0
Average expenditure per chureh. oo .. $502 $936 $886 [mmvmmmn]aan e mmwe
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number 884 305 579 34.5 65.6
Officers and teachers...._..... 6, 668 92, 542 4,126 38,1 61,9
) T 52, 206 22, 259 29,847 42.6 57,4

! Percent not shown where base is less than 100,
2 Based on membership with age classification reported.
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Taere 1.—SumMmary oF Sraristios For CHunrcHEEs IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerRITORY, 1936—Continued

PERCENT l01«
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
ITEM Thotal territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Summer vacation Bible schools:
Churches reporting, number. 11 b 1 P P,
Officers and teachers 75 35 ;L U, F U,
. BehOlArS. - oot ee 519 300 219 57.8 42.2
Weekday religious schools:

* Churches reporting, number. 26 7 19 | eemeenn
Officers and teachers..._.._...- 122 35 87 28,7 7.3
Seholars. oo coneceocmaenen mm e s 1,114 461 653 41.4 58.6

Parochial schools: .
Churches reporting, number f 1 [ PO I
. Officers and teachers..__.___. 34 7 b S PSSR
BChOlArS. < oo v en 288 40 24 13.9 86.1

t Pergent not shown where base is less than 100,

Comparative data, 1916-36.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
“parison, a summary of the available statistics of the Chureh of God for the census
years 1936, 1926, and 1916. In 1916 this body was reported under the name

of Churches of God, General Assembly.

TasLe 2,—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1916 7o 1036

ITEM 1936 1926 1916
_Churches (local organizations), number, K 1,081 644 202
Incrense over preceding census: i
Number. ..o - 437 449
POTCOMb. o oo it et e 67.9 218.8
Members, number...... et dmame e amamme et eemmanmmmamemnn 44,818 23, 247
Increase over preceding census: .
21, 571 15,468 |oocnan m——c
92,8 198.7 [aecceamcan-
41 36 38
Church sdifices, number.. ..o 719 379 122
Value—number reporting. o oo oo cee e ace e mm e 683 373 122
Amount reported. . __._.. $954, 062 $718, 320 $78, 283
Average value per church... $1,308 $1,026 $601
Debt—number reporting_._._ 197 119 31
Amount reported. o oo ceaie e cc e mnmn e mmemmn $141, 842 $85, 885 $6, 639
Parsonages, number....... - {0 T PR O
Value—number reporting. .. 177 50
Amount reported $134, 495 $58,075 $3, 000
Expenditares; .
Churches reporting, nUMbDOr_ oo eemcmmemmaeanae 1,011 471 149
Amount reported. ......... $568, 030 $290, 981 $32, 090
Pastors’ salaries__ $303, 285
All ofher SRS - - o e $30,920
Repalirs and improvements. ... - $38, 387 $241, 505 $22, 715
Payment on church debt, excluding interest ... ... $40, 055
All other current expenses, including interest $58, 670
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete_ ... $8, 446
Home missions. ... .oeemunana $11,812
Foreign missionS. .o oo ovomoo oo $11, 668 44,072 $85, 807
To general headquarters for distribution. ... ... $33, 348
All other purposes.. ... e ————— $27,4390
Not classified. ... J I $4, 504 $3, 568
Average expenditure per chiureh. ..o $562 $618 $215
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, DU o oo oo vacnmaiee 884 420 142
Oflicers and teachers....... 6, 068 2, 644 740
Seholars. ... 52, 206 21, 377 6,475
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State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistica for the Church of _GOOC%
by States. Table 3 gives for each State for 1936 the number and me:gnbershlp o
the churches classified accerding to their Jocation in urban or rural territory, m‘il a
bership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools. Table 4 gives for selefg‘i 3
States the number and membership of the churches for the 3 census years £
to 1936, together with the membership for 1938 classified as “under 13 years o
age' and “13 years of age and over.” Table 5 shows the value of churches aqtl
parsonages and the amount of debt on church edifices for 1936. Table 6 presents,
for 1936, the church expenditures, showing separately current expenses, %m
provements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing the financial ghatistica
of any individual church, separate presentation in tables 5 and 6 js limited to those
States in which three or more churches reported value and expenditures.

Tasre 3.—NumMBER AND MIMBERSEIP OF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND I%U%AL
TERRITORY, MEMBRRSHIP BY SEX, AND SUNDAY ScmooLs, BY STamms, 1 3

NUMDER OF | NUMBER OF MEM- - ¥ 8CHOOLE
CEURCHES BRIS MEMBERSHIP BY SEX |SUNDA
e
: L=}
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND g 1B (A, ga
STATE -3l edizdl 2
o |2E|&d a8 g §
gl g | e 2 85| 2B |c8|E8| 2
ENEI5| 212|858 (x/==12”g® &
[~} ot 3.
csjelelé |l 1&gl | & &2 @ [© 2
Tnited Stabes. .--—oom-- 1, 081{ ‘936| 745/45, 818|18, 56408, 25413, 503(a0, 043| 7a{ 24. 8| BE4|6, 86852, 208
NEW ENGLAND:
Maing. - ceeoeeeme 4 of 1s4l] 131 23| 6ol 94| __j._ s 5 29 lﬂé
New Hampshire b1 - b4 | ¢ 2 -] S Az 4 1
Massachusetts. ... Y N BT | I T NN 3 4 N O B | 8 16
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
: NOW JOLIEY - wmm e B B | 1| — [ A 1 8 16
Pennsylvania .o ceemano 14| 16| 1,210 7E7| ess| 425y 75| lC|"B4.Ij 20| 202 1,574
suli 18 13{ 1,741| 1,380 61| 70| 1,171(____{ 48.7] 28| 222[ 2,000
8 31 B| 586 222| 364; 163] 407| 26| 37.0 7 60 372
aoll 18 14| 1,508\ 1,187] 461| 4e6| 1,119 13| 41.6] 28| 237 1,004
12 8 4 670 471 99| 193] gvri_.__| 51.2] 12 a8 708
WEsT NorTH CENTRAL: )
Minnesota.-ceeeamnoeoua- Hammaf 1 (| T—— 7 2 [+ T I JEUS SRR ) o
) D 80 (] O 30, i S A 2 15 70
71718 s3ol| 8mi| 488} avg| s61|-..| 49.6] 19| 136 1,001
1l 9 415 107 308] 165] - 260{...-| £8. 6 9 53 ?8&
1 4 270 67| 203] 111 159|-.__| 09.8| & 37 328
5| 1l 17e|} 133{ 43| 53]  193{-.._{ 43.1{ & 41 - 245

2 3
§ 5| 346 22; 128 115 241....| 47.7 4 &8 328
8

Georgia - 70] 470 8,478
B 00340 SO D4 788] &, 348
EAST S0UTH CENTRAL:
Kentucky. 70 47| 380 2,728
84 72| B77| 4, 080
1l 83t o86{ 4,172
44 33] 2281 1, 320
22 18( 111 804
2 1g| 140 §31
19 17l 148 [11i1J
51 41] 288 1,034
3 20 1 108 71 35 41 1] P S 3 190 133
1 )} P 20 20} ime b Y:] (R I 1 40
il 2 186 100 71 G2 128[....} 40.8 ] 84 100
2 — 53 53 15 38| e 1 foli]
N | 1] — 15 3 ) | NN RN 1 4 20
Pacric: 80,
Californif. -weremcccmemea_ g( 6| 8 281 20t 6| 165|-..-| 70.3| 7 46 367

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100.
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TasrLe 4.—~NumBER AND MEMBE
MEMBERSHIP BY

CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

[Separate presentation is imited to States having 8 or more churches in oither 1936, 1926, or 1916]

nsare of CmURCHES, 1916 To 1986, anp
Acm 1y 1036, BY STATES

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERS MEMBERSHIF BY AGE, 1030
CHURCHES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Ter-
AND B8TATE 1516 Under 13 yeéu:s Agenot cont
26 an re-
19361926 (1916 1936 | 192 I8 years| SO, ported unl%elr
United States....... 1,081 | e44 | 209 | 44,818 | 98,947 7,784 | 1,198 | 38,808 | 4,724 8.0
NEew ENGLAND:
Maing o o ) N I b1 SO RS 8] B |eees L9
MIDDLE AT ¢
Bonnsy s .. 0| 8l ... L0 157 {omaiee 36| 1,007 07| 3.3
(53 847 58 36| 1,510 196 2.3
3% 22 ? b Zs 299 57 7 160 419 4.2
32 2% 1] 1,508 | 1,267 136 18| 1,507 78 K]
12 [i ) F— §70 198 |oiammaenm 30 540 [mmnamenn 5.3
Missourf. . oo 16 742 82 2.0
ot e 1S T LI
e — 5| 165 8 2.0
BOUTH ATLANTIC:
olaware TS I P L1V O R 3 68 19 fommmncaa
Maryland. 8 7 2 356 137 128 22 200 44 7.1
Virginia 38 27 13| 1,158 047 344 331 1,02 100 a1
‘West Virgini 81 42 71 3004 1,226 146 120 | 2,600 188 4,3
North Carolina. | 88 33 8| 3878 040 286 684 | 2, 060 348 2.1
South Ogrolina...--..| #3 24 2| 3,289 925 80 100 [ 2,961 219 3.6
Georpgia 107 68 27| 4020 | 2,435 078 136 | 8,714 180 3.5
Florida e cannees 107 | 8| 44| 4,246 2,048 | 1,204 66 | 3,727 452 L7
EAsT S0UTH CENTRAL:
Kentueky ... _...... 70 37 6| 2,640 [ 1,304 208 24| 2,234 382 L1
Tennesses. | 84 7h 801 4,230 | 3,801 | 2,288 97| 8,240 887 2.9
Algbama._. .| 95 &7 271 4,071 | 2,15 918 86 | 8,547 438 2.4
Mississippiocac o ananan 44 32 11| 1,660 { 1,265 510 42 | 1,436 181 2.8
‘Wesr Soute CENTRAL:
Arkansas 22 25 1 716 823 38 42 805 69 6.5
Louisiana. 21 9 3 706 370 149 19 668 18 2.8
OXklahoma. 19 L3 — 800 AT (— 56 843 |ewmmns 6.2
[256:1: b1 28 3| 1,090 907 84 88 | 1,818 87 4.8
MOUNTAIN;
Montana...«oonoae 3 A [ 106 b1 PO R 66 L1\ (R—
New Mexico ... [i] 3 2 180 17 46 10 150 20 6.3
PACIFIC:
Californif - cceeeeanns 9 1 1 281 28 O] 8 210 63 3.7
Other States.—ooouau 311 2 1 232 15 33 11 186 35 5.8

1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base 13 less than 100.

3 Membership included in figures for “Other States.’’

urehes each In tho States of Iowa and Arlzona; and 1 In each of the following—New Hamp-
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Minnesota, Wyoming, and Utah, and the District of Columbia.

8 Ingludes 2 ¢
shire,
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TABLE 5-'—VALUD or CuurcuEs AND PArRsoNAGES AND AMOUNT oF CHURCH
Desr BY Srarms, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

VALUE OF DEBT ON CHURCH VALUR OF
Total | Num- || CHURCH EDIFICES EDIFICES PARSONAGES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | number | ber of
AND STATE b ofh c(lll}}lrch Church Church Ohureh
churches | edifices urches urches urches
roporting [ATOUNE | ronoeting [AFA0URE |t orting | Amount
l United States___.... 1,081 719 883 |8064, 962 197 (8141, 842 177 | 8134, 408
NEW ENGLAND:
Maing. oo enran [ 3 3 3,000 2 L% v I R,
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
Pennsylvania.. . ... 30 18 15 | 32,076 8 7,782 3 1,400
EAST NOoRTH CENTRAL!
(0]} 1+ FU 31 11 11| 35,689 7 [: 35 151 1 R P,
Indiana._ 8 4 4 3,280 1 <50 O P,
Tlinofs. .. 32 25 25 | 46,310 8 5,345 7 4, 800
Michigan 12 [ 5| 14,650 2 3 900 2 0]
‘WEST NORTH CENTRAL:
k Missouri.__.______... 20 13 121 10,225 3 2,107 2 (lg
North Dakota__..__. 10 7 7 7,826 3 705 1 (t
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Delaware...___...- 4 3 3 8, 220 2 115708 (RSN PR,
Maryland . ——— 8 6 5 12, 450 3 3, 562 1 (13
Virginia. . o.cooooon 38 26 22 | 26,240 5 4, 554 1 0
! West, Virginia___.... 81 30 35 | 61,263 10 8, 3356 5 5, 300
North Carolina_. 88 685 64 | 01,216 22 | 12,013 20 18,800
South Carolina. . 53 30 39 | 117,121 16 21, 744 [4 6, 600
Georgia._..__ - 107 83 83 | 58,030 14 [ 21, 530 ] 3, 660
Florida. oo e 107 93 89 | 161, 808 31| 16,356 37 34, 700
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL!
Kentueky . _cwerecnn 70 34 31| 26,876 9 2, 067 5 1,425
Tennessee.. 84 58 571 93,979 16 | 15,491 10 12, 000
Alabama. . 95 67 58 | 45,705 11 2,003 20 11,275
Mississippi 44 28 28 | 13,236 2 630 7 2, 850
WEST S0UTH CENTRAL:
Arkansas. . ..comeceo. 22 11 11 5, 226 2 177 3 800
8 Louisiana. .. 21 19 C. 17 12,150 2 265 7 5,875
Oklahoma. 19 12 11 18, 518 5 2, 870 7 3, 665
; TeXA8 . wmem e 51 39 37| 83,163 13 2,776 22 10, 705
Paciric:
Qalifornia._ ..o ocooeeee 9 5 4 6, 500 |--
I3 ‘ Other States .o.o—_. 31 8 17| 12,260 2 1, 520 2 10, 850

h‘ Amount included in figures for ‘‘Other Btates,” to avold discloging the statistics of any individual
2 Includes Towa, 1; South Dakota, 1; Kansas, 2; New Mexico, 2; and Arizona, 1,

225087402
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TaBLD 6.—CEURCH EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 1036

[Separate presentation is limited to States h’aving 3 or mora churches reporting]

EXTENDITURES
Total
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE nurgfber , Repairs
hurches || OBurches| Total | Pastors’ | All other | and
¢ reporting | amount salaries | salaries | improve-
ments
TUnited States 1,081 1,011 | 8568, 030 || $303, 285 $80, 920 838, 387
NEW ENGLAND:
Maine. .. 6 B 3,771 1,892 78 200
MinDLE ATLANTIC
Ponnsylvania. . ocecemamccrecucaaaaan 30 20 30, 107 13, 859 1,684 1,785
EAST NORTHE CENTRAL!
Ohio.... 31 30 | 81,038 17,322 1, 462 1,494
Indiana. . oo 8 8 5, 267 3, 537 128 55
Tlinois. . 32 31 22, 100 11,040 1,000 1,017
Michigan 12 12 14, 232 8,442 634 485
‘WEST NORTH CENTRAL! .
Missouri.____ 2 20 8, 892 6,104 192 514
North Dakota 10 10 6, 830 , 880 89 220
South Dakota 5 b 3,672 2,473 248 88
Kansas. 6 (] 2,308 1,003 121 93
S0UTH ATLANTIC:
Delaware 4 3 1,831 486 137 113
Maryland. - 8 8 9,166 4,766 546 563
Virginia, 38 34 11, 633 6,771 548 172
West Virginia. ooceemmeenooo 81 76 37, 934 21,254 3,230 1,341
North Carolina 8 84 66, 278 37,130 3,002 3,074
South Caroling. .- ccoeoooo 53 52 61, 215 27,431 5,134 1,388
Georgia, 107 94 34, 042 17,969 1,718 5,008
TFlorida 107 1038 70, 700 38, 670 2, 880 9,417
EAsr SoUTH CENTRAL:
Kentucky. 70 621 20,850 11,181 1,409 1,822
Tennesses. 84 % 42, 350 22,164 1,834 3, 808
Alabama.__ 95 88 26,714 15, 067 1, 265 2, 538
Mississippi 44 42 6, 714 4,309 340 633
WEsT BoUuTin CENTRAL! .
Arkansas 22 17 2,031 1,828 201 268
Louisiana. 21 19 5, 498 3, 1564 268 410
Oklahoma 19 18 8,313 4,023 725 425
Texas. 51 49 18, 664 10, 992 569 1,262
MOUNTAIN:
Montansa 3 3 2,109 1,168 % 150
New Mexlico 6 [ 2, 866 1,623 Juuowccann 337
P actric:
California. . v e eccrm e cmcemam 9 8 4,888 2,796 261 263
Other States 11 1 4,742 2,043 45 6

1 Includes 2 churchos cach in the States of Iowa and Arizona; and 1 in each of the following—New Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Minnesota, Wyoming, and Utah, and the Distriet of Columbia,
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Tapie 6.—Cuurer ExpuNprrurms BY Starss, 1936—Continued
[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

' EXPENDITURES—continued
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND Payﬁmn% Other L '
STATE on chureh| current ocal To -
debt, ox- | expenses, | relief and mH"me Foretgn 1o, ﬁg;ld. All other
cluding | including| charity | TMSSIOTS | MUSSIONS My papg | PUFPOSES
interest | interest
United States.._..oc.o... 840,065 | 803,670 | 88,446 | 811,812 | 11,688 | 533,348 [ ov,480
NEW ENGLAND:
S Maine. e 246 1,163 3 19 10 43 117
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
Pennsylvania. o oooeeoooooo 5,890 3,031 87 444 331 1,036 2,460
4,804 427 607 466 1,806 1, 986
579 16 77 42 185 128
2, 635 40 477 106 1,100 1,548
2, 080 151 241 261 1,015 %730
R »
e
078 7 166 12 569 | ¢ 160
300 35 133 97 311 215
427 11 87 84 201 ! R 53
273 6 26 14 97 & 70
Wited
315 i4 9 & 23 30
1,908 73 137 64 239 1313
1,008 197 309 473 763 1,225
i 2, 666 477 563 550G 2,467 2,428
North Carolina.. 5, 264 I, 064 1,604 1,362 9,611 2,838
South Carolina. 9,37 6, 004 1,464 1,385 2, 308 4,016 1,812
Geor_gin ‘‘‘‘‘ 1,726 2,861 5 588 1,036 2, 140 1,763
B 105 1 - S, 4,252 4,765 1,346 1,196 787 3,834 3,854
EAsT SouTE CENTRAL:

[y 1A P (1) 10 1,018 2,044 811 465 308 1,372 920
Tennessee. 4,233 3,636 604 801 7092 3, 066 1,412
Alabama. 1,371 281 933 1,360 1,762 1,459

- MississIppiccvncrmemcmnnannn 10 208 144 262 219 431
WesT SouTH CENTRAL!

Arkansas “ 48 51 it} 50 31 o124
Louisiana . ..o ccemrcamnaic 326 438 40 . 101 76 443 244
1,241 871 147 356 99 320 108
1,208 1, 458 158 309 311 1,412 810
192 245 11 53 | - 11 92 111
250 2113 2 P 42 54 99 194

PACIFIC; ' ' ’
California. o oo cevennn IR U, 912 50 46 82 235 244
Other SEAbES. -\ cmumemmceee 1,020 844 40 57 141 360 127

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND OBGAI\TIZA'I'IOI\I1
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The denomination known as the Church of God had its origin in the convic-
tion of & number of people, in different denominations in Tennessee, that existing
bodies with which they were acquainted were not strictly in accord with their
views of Seripture, and in the belief that their wishes for a body conforming to
their own views must be satisfied. The first organization was formed in August
1886 in Monroe County, Tenn., under the name ‘‘Christian Union.” In 1902
there was & reorganization under the name ‘‘Holiness Church,” and in January
1907 a third meeting, at Union Grove, Bradley County, Tenn., adopted the
name “Church of God,” with a membership of 150, representing 5 local churches

{ This statement, which i3 substantially the same as that published in vol. IT of the Report on Re]i¥ious

Bodles, 1826, has been revised by Rev. J. H. Walker, general overseer of the Church of God, Cleveland,
Tenn., and approved by him in its present form.
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in North Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessce. From that time the body has
grown until it is represenifed in 45 States and has churches in 11 foreign countries.
The international headquarters in 1936 were in Cleveland, Tenn.

DOCTRINE

In doetrine this body is Arminian and in accord with the Methodist bodies.
I% récognizes no creed as authoritative, but relies upon the Bible “as a whole
rightly divided”” and as the final court of appeals. It emphasizes sanctification
as an experience subsequent to regeneration; also the baptism of the Holy Ghost,
evidenced by speaking in other tongues, subsequent to sanctification, Conditions
of membership are profession of faith in Christ, experience of being “born again,”
bearing the fruits of a Christian life, and recognition of the obligation to accept
and practice all the teachings of the church. The sacraments cbserved are the
Lord’s Supper, foot washing, and water baptism by immersion.

ORGANIZATION AND WORK

" The ecclesiastical organization is deseribed as “a blending of congregational and
episcopal, ending in theoeratical,”” by which is meant that every question is to
be decided by God’s Word, The pastor of the local church is the chief ruler,
and after conference with the board of deacons or councillors for the purpose of
ascertaining facts and general sentiment, he announces the decision of the board
of deacons or councillors, after which a vote is taken to determine the sentiment
of the church concerning the question.

The officers of the churches are bishops, deacons, evangelists, and exhorbers.
Bishops and deacons must be at least 25 years of age, having experienced sancti-
fication and the baptism of the Holy Ghost, evidenced by speaking with other
tongues as the spirit gives utterance; and they must prove themselves to have
lived what they profess. There is no age limit for the evangelists and exhorters.
All are required to have a fair general education, good judgment, wisdom, and
ability to speak.

When a reasonable number of churches have been organized in a State an
annual State assembly is held, not legislative in character, but rather educational
and for the advancement and interest of the church in that State. A general
assembly convenes annually, and is chmposed of representatives from all States,
provinces, and countries; and this is recognized as the supreme council,

The foreign mission work of the ehurch is under the direction of a mission board,
with the general overseer as ex officio chairman. The home mission work is
under the direction of the State overseer, or superintendent and his council.

A general Bible school is being maintained for the education and the training
of the ministers together with a Bible training correspondence department.
number of branch Bible schools are located in the various States of the Union.

_The church operates an orphanage and children’s home at its headquarters at
Cleveland, Tenn. This home is under the supervision of the general overseer
and the orphanage committee.

The Chureh of God Evangel is the official organ of the church and is a weekly
periodical.

The Lighted Pathway, a monthly periodical, is the official organ of the Young
People’s Endeavor, .

The church owns and operates a publishing houyse, printing its own Sunday
school literature, periodicals, and commercial printing.

The church maintains compensation for aged disabled ministers, also aid for
widows of deceased ministers. The direction of this matter is in the hands of
the 12 councillors with the general overseer as ex officio chairman,




CHURCH OF GOD

(HEADQUARTERS, ANDERSON, IND.)

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Church of God (headquarters, Anderson, Ind.)
for the year 1936 is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of
these figures between urban and rural territory. These atatistics were compiled
from sehedules sent directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual
churches and the data relate to these churches only. .

The membership of this body consists of those persons who profess union with
Christ alone and who worship together in the local congregations, besides & num-
ber of scattered adherents.

Tapre 1.—SUMMARY oF StaTisrics FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerrITORY, 1936

PERCENT OF
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
TEM Total territory territory
Urban | Rurat
Churches (local organizations), number._____._._. 1,032 531 501 516 48.5
Members, NUMDer o oo v oo ee 56, 911 30,128 17,783 68.8 3.2
Average membership per ehureh.__._..._. 65 74 1. (R (R
Membership by sex: 7
MAle - e a e 21, 242 14, 456 6, 786 68.1 31.9
Yemala._ ... - 33, 281 22, 636 10, 845 68,0 32,0
Sex not reported . . ... - 2, 358 2, 036 352 | 853 14.7
Males per 100 females. ..o 63.8 63.9 [ 9 A O
Membarship by age:
Under 13 Years. - - ommoo v s e 8,089 6,066 2,003 751 24.9
13 years and over. - 42,793 29, 250 13, 543 68, 4 31.6
Age not reported ... - 6, 050 3, 822 2, 237 63.1 36.9
Percent under 18 years 1. ... .. 15.8 17.2 12,8 | el
Church edifices, NUMBOT < —vemcem e 832 436 306 | b52.4 47.6
Value—number reporting. - 785 420 375 52.8 .
Amonunt reported______.__. .| 43,087,312 || $2,979, 441 $707, 871 80.8 19,2
* Constructed prior to 1086. __...._.....| $3,381, 576 || $2, 731,341 $650, 235 80.8 19.2
Constructed, wholly or in part, in
1088 e o e $305, 736 $248, 100 $57, 630 811 18.9
Average value per church. - $4, 638 37,004 $1,888 |..oo e
Debt—number reporting.___ - 308 216 89 70.8 29,2
Amount reported . ... - $742, 361 $690, 009 $52, 262 93.0 7.0
Number reporting “no debt’ _.oveocmmcmano - 356 146 210 41.0 59,0
Parsonages, number_ : 201 119 82 59.2' 40.8
Value—number reporting....maeesacoccccaao . 187 111 76 59.4 40.6
Amount reported $373, 476 $273, 850 $09, 626 73.8 26.7
Expenditures: 3 .
Churches reporting, TUMbBEr . e eeemoccmcean 942 502 440 53.3 46,7
Amount reported . o ormmnae $042, 568 $§722, 240 $220, 328 76.6 23.4
Pastors’ salaries $448, 620 $336, 156 $112, 465 74.9 26,1
All other salaries oo oo $43, 926 $34, 804 9, 062 9.4 20. 6
Repairg and improvementS....___.____ $85, 465 $63, 654 $21, 901 74,4 25.6
Payment on church debt, excluding in-
LT O N $104, 523 $87, 500 $17,014 83.7 16.3
All other current expenses, ineluding in-
terest. . e mmmnzzm s R $138, 034 $107, 578 $27, 456 79.7 20,3
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, eto.... $16, 108 $11, 944 34, 254 73.7 1 26.3
Home missions. - - $16, 681 $11, 532 $5, 140 69,1 30.9
Foreign missions. coe.voue oo $20, 974 $14, 707 §6,267 | 70.1 29:9
To general headquarters for distribution._ . $28, 080 - $20, 560 $7, 620 78.2 26.8
AllLother purposes. e cavam e $43, 077 $33, 837 $0, 240 78.6 21.4
Average expendifure per church...cooceeo. . $1,001 $1;430 R 11 R D
Sunday schools: . : .
Churches reporting, nUMbDAr.«uercmeeccr v ae 853 406 457 52, 48.0
Officers and teachers 10, 899 6, 654 4,245 61, 38.9
Seh0larS . o e e 82, 277 - &6, 500 26, 177 av. 32,

1 Based on membership with age clagsification reported.
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TasrLe 1,—SUMMARY OF StarisTics For CHURCHEES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerrITORY, 1936—Continued

PERCENT OF
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural
Summer vacation Bible schools:
Churebes reporting, number_ ... 73 51 2| @ Q)
Officers and teachers._._.. — 587 412 175 70,2 20,8
BCHOJAIS . « o ececmi e Crmmm e e s e m 4,670 3, 540 1,130 75.8 24.2
Wéekdny religious schools:
Churches reparting, number.._......- ———— 43 27 16 ® ©)
Officers and teachers. 179 107 72 59,8 40.2
Scholars._. 1,583 1,129 454 713 28,7
Pﬁrochiul schools:
Churches reporting, number. . .ooveoo oo 3 2 1 ?) O]
Officers and teachers...... e 46 .35 1 1) 16)
Scholars. . . - 102 82 20 80.4 19.8

2 Percent not shown where base is less than 100,
Comparative data, 1938 and 1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statistics of the Church of God (head-
_quarters, Anderson, Ind.) for the census years 1936 and 1926.

Tapre 2.—ComparAaTIVE SUMMARY, 1936 AND 1926

MEM 1936 1926
Churches (local organizations), DUMbEL. ..o ieavmu o ccmemmceanas e —————— . 1,082 032
Increase over preceding census;
NUDDETL e e mcemm e e cmmm—a e m——— 100 | s
Percent ot e = R B S o W 1007 |meemmmo e -
MEmBErs, NUMDOT e e oo ccm s msm oo ammcmmeemmmm—a e et n———————— . 56,911 38, 249
Inerease over preceding census:
ARV o1 uT:) 18,662 (... ool
Percent. ... d8.8 | el
Average membership per church.... &6 41
Church edifices, number... —— 832 717
Value—number raporting. . ceme e cocememmcccccmcncamcecmcmecmmmnn 795 . 697
Amount repertad...... —— $3, 687, 312 $3, 541, 102
Average valueperchureh___ .. $4, 038 $5, 080
Debt—number reporting. o cee oo eanan a— 305 314
Amount reported. ... $742, 361 - $726,128
Parsonages, DUMDer . eeeunocemanionmnas m—————— e —————————— 201 [iooaniciiamn
Value—number reporting . oo oo v veacoue 187 123
‘ Amount reported . $378, 475 $414, 950
Exponditures: .
Churches reporting, number.__.... emmmman e 942 817
Amount reported ... $049, 568 $1, 115,121
Pastors’ salaries - $448, 620
All other salaries..._.... . $48,026
Repairs and improvements.. - 388, 455 $895, 891
Payment on church dobt, e - $104, 523
All other current expenses, including interest. - $135, 034
Local relief and charity, Red Oross, @te .o meooaceaeecan - $16, 108
Home missions. - $16, 081
Forelgn missions. B $20,974 $177, 601
To general headqu: - $28, 080
All other purposes - $43, 077 ’
. Not classified.. . - $41, 629
Average expenditure perehureh .. e $1, 001 $1, 365
Sunday schools: .
Churches reporting, number. 963 819
. Officers and teachers....... - 10,899 6, 469
~Scholars.._...... 82,277 © . 61,448

-State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Church of God
(headquarters, Anderson, Ind.) by States. Table 3 gives for each State for 1936
the number and membership of the churches classified according to their location
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v rural. territory, membership clagsified by sex, and data for Sunday
Fable 4 gives for selected States the number and membership of the
or the census years 1936 and 1926, together with the membership for
fied as “under 13 years of age’’ and ““13 years of age and over.” -Table
e value of churches and parsonages and the amount of debt on chureh
» 1936. Table 6 presents, for 1936, the church expenditures, showing
current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid
the financial statistics of any individual church, separate presentation
8 limited to those States in which three or more churches repérted value

—NuMBER AND MEMBERSEIP oF CHURCHES IN URBAN-AND RURAL
>RY, MeMBuRsHIP BY SEX, AND SUNDAY ScHOOLS, BY STATES, 1936

- NUMBER. OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP BY |. SUNDAY.
CHURCHES MEMBERS SEX SCHOOLS
A [ =1
¢ DIVISION & 18242 w E n
TATE o (8E]22185) 2]
e l=l 4 | = g |85 |55 88| 88 B
3 b ] 3 = @ ala =] el &9 S
SNE|B| % = 5| 3 g | S8 |5R g8 | g
=} s |8 (=14 S
e|lP|g|e||B | & |3 |&|a |4 [o | A

1,039 s81| s0tise, 8111189, 198|17, v83(21, 242|383, 281(2, 388| 63. 8| 953|10, 86982, Q77

] PR 242 24N ... 84| 158).....| 63.2 4 42| 236

3 1 86| - b6 30 22| {113 PR PR 3 301 115

13 4 804 785 100) 289  605j-.._. 47.8| 17| 173} 1,038

[ | P— 255 o] P 107) 1481 ... 72,8 7 701 436

30| 22] 2,878)f 1,801 712 ROB| 1,450 25 6L.9| 48|  573| 4,161

54| 26| 8,472|| 7,438| 1,089| 3, 118| 4,384] 0O70] 7L 1| 75| 1,20812, 172
45 24 6, 118|| 4,906 1,122| 2, 254| 3,404 370| 64. 5] 65| 941 8,608
o281 26| 2,8221| 1,905, 917 1,067| 1,085 70| 63.3| 48] &06| 4,127
40 22 3,434]] 2,613 821| 1,270 1,945 210 65. 8| 50| 600} 4, 518
7 6 255 197|166  286[--.-- 58,01 12| 141 608
6 7{ B3 324 214 1041 - 702
7 2| 443 401 42 109 654
15| 24 2,100}| 1,001f 1,018 409t 2, 871
1 [ 44 2 79| 246
2 3] 171 69 112 371 285
9 8] 714 405 309 1821 942
26] 12| 2,071]| 1,580 491 481| 2,937
1] Bl 623 150 473| 273] 35lf....- 77.5 8| 139] 1,207
1] — 256 2651 ... .- 14| 1410 80.9) 3 43 17
7] 18| 888 402 426) 362 526|..__. 68.8] 19; 181 1,810
14| 21| 1,089(| 1,172| 817 749| 1,106 44| 02.6{ 801 387; 3,157
6 12 348 402] 282 3i7:] 63.8] 10 148! 1,240
10 13| @646 492 224] 243 L1 [— 60.3) 20| 161 1,007
7 3 468 303 73| 187p  208]..__. 56,9 88y 485
) 8| 802 442(  8060| 323|  479|--.-- 67.4| 17] 148 1,067
11| 87| 2,857(| 1,281 1,626 1,003] 1,080 75| 84 44| 454t 4,108
11 21 1,260 07] GG 514 50| 72.9| 82| 206] 2,031
17| 24} 1,702 636 766 614f 1,088)..... 568.4| 35| 802| 2, 080
7] 8% L1711 206 875 415 15| &6. 32{ 248 1,482
-- 5. 7| 401 o58| 233|103 208l..._. 64.8 12f 118 813

13 12 so| 337|203 19| 75| 66. 5 24| 210 1,340
1 5| 253 81} 172 82l 111 6 52 836
3| 7| 200 163] 137 118 172 10 80| 428
1 1. 2 1 16 12 14 2 10y = 47
9 ’{ 804 612 282 .825| - 569

12 7[ 1,002 807| 285| 409 063| 20| 6L.7| 1B  208] 1,307
6] 997 7511 248/ 303 004 . , 817
34 7| 8,025| 2,756| 260 1,279| 1, T46)----- 73,3 88| 516} 8,731

L shown where niumber of females is less than 100,
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TaBLE 4.—NUuMBER AND MzmsERsHIP oF CHURCHES, 1036 AnD 1926, AND
MeMBERSHIP BY AgE 1§ 1936, BY STATES

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1936 or 1926]

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF L
CHURCHES MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY AGE;*1038
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE Under [13 years| Age | Percent
1936 | 1926 | 1936 | 1926 13 and | not re- | under
years | over |ported| 131
United States.—.-.evnvenmrnann--| 1,032 932 | 66,811 | 98,248 | 8,069 | 42,793 | 6,050 15.8
N&w ENGLAND:
MASSACHUSEHES e oo e e e 5 3 242 134 23 219 | 0.5
Rhode Island ..o 4 1 86 b 2 i1 PRI IR
MIDDLE ATLANTIC
New York. .ooeoooommocccueeee 17 16 894 563 83 811 | oo 9.3
New Jersey.. . 7 3 255 120 55 124 78 30.7
Pennsylvaria. .o ooooocooccacemn- 52 38 2,873 | 1,564 286 | 1,888 199 |, 13.2
EAST NORTH CENTRAL!
OBIO . e o mcmcmcom e 80 701 8472 | 4,085 1,504 | 5859 | 1,019 21, 4
Indiana... - 69 60| 6,118 3,801 | 1,060 | 4,487 562 10,2
INinois. - — 54 561 2,82 3,050 409 | 2,153 260 16.0
Michigan__ _ 62 52| 8,434 | 2,822 433 | 2,589 412 14.3
Wiseonsin. o cvcececicucacccmaee 13 1 452 344 23 420 | .- 5.1
WesT NORTH CENTRAL:
MINnesota . oo ceonecccaac -13 L7 538 468 56 418 65 11.6
OWE oo 9 5 443 324 82 260 92 23.4
Missourf- ... 39 45 2,100 | 1,821 240 | 1,541 310 13.9
North Dakota 7 4 168 118 22 9 56 19.6
South Dakoata. 5 10 171 314 10 161 {___eo-- 5 8
Nehragka - 17 15 714 623 49 511 154 8.8
B 7T RN 38 45 | 2,071 1,376 262 | 1,681 188 13.4
SOUTIT ATLANTIC;
Maryland . . .ooooeeeee ] 8 623 307 72 251 300 22.3
Distriet of Columbia.. - 3 2 266 104 63 192 | oo 24,7
Virglnia- ... __._ - 20 27 838 824 138 737 13 15.8
Waest Virginia. . 85 35| 1,989 | 1,197 160 | 1,686 144 8.7
North Carolina. - 18 18 760 527 2 614 115 ]
South Carolina. - 23 28 646 663 31 459 156 6.3
Georgia...-_ - 10 15 466 466 125 325 16 27.8
Florida . e eama e 17 21 802 w27 107 665 30 13.9
FAST Soutil CENTRAL:
Kentueky oo mmeeen 48 44| 2,857 ( 1,773 485 | 2,020 343 19.3
Tennessee.. 32 17| 1,269 536 140 903 217 14.2
Alabama.._ 41 241 1,702 BI1 180 | 1,381 141 1.6
SIS DD e e cm v mm 39 241 1,171 568 96 932 143 9.3
WisT SOUTH CENTRAL!
Arkansas. o eaas 12 3L 491 831 49 406 36 10.8
YTouisiana .. - oo 31 22 | 1,096 677 113 834 148 1.9
Oklahoma 62 34| 2,82 1,750 364 | 2,287 241 14.0
AN O, 25 18 887 025 41 663 133 12,1
MOUNTAIN:
Montana 8 2 253 34 19 220 14 7.9
Idaho 10 ¢} 200 162 67 190 33 26.1
Colorado.. 16 18 804 599 117’ 77 60 14,0
Arizona 4 3 226 112 11 P 17 - 4.9
PACTFIC: |
Washingtom. .o cecmcaeccacvmue 19 221 1,092 1,039 182 872 38 17.3
QOregon._.._._ 17 25 997 023 127 800 261 17,8
California 41 26 | 3,025 1,704 575 | 2,392 58 19.4
Other States 23 2 38 I 2 — 22 ) L T

1 Based on membership with age classifieation reported; not shown where base is less than 100

tTncludes: Wyoming, 2, and Utah, 1

ah, 1.
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. .
T'sBrE 5.~VArLuE or CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES AND AMOUNT oF CHURCH
DmsT 8Y STaTRS, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 8 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

VALUE OF CHURCH DEBT ON CHURCIL VALUE OF PAR-
Total - EDIF . y
. GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION numll)lur' II:TeL:'Lgf EDITICES EDIRICES SONAGES
AND STATE N ofh church
churches | edifices|| Churches Churches| Churehe:
teporting| ATOULE | ponopping) Amaount replortiInL; Amount
. United States.__._ 1,082 | 83 ¥95 183,687,312 306 18749, 361 187 | 8373, 476
MIDIIq)LE %TL&NTIC:
ew York. ... ____. 17 4
New Jersoy. ... 7 A i 1g(1), égg 3 %g i — 2w
Pennsylvania... ... 52 87 35 | 202,500 14| 24201 6| 26,000
T'AS'I‘ Non'm CENTRAL;
................ 80 64
it 1wl & | donke|  mlimeswt| 7| W9
Illinois.- 84 38 38 209 350 16 34, 347 4] 6, 430
Michigan__ 62 48 47| 151515 23| 30,705 1| 25500
Wiseonsin. ... 13 6 6| 20,800 3| 6500 3| 4300
WESl\’l/‘[ Nom‘r% CENTRAL: )
innesota... ... 13 10 10
ToWhee ol 8| 3h00 il %60 5l B
Missouti.... 89 31 30| 80,850 71 4,647 9| 10,800
North Dakota. 7| 15700 3] 900 1| ¢
South Dakota. 5 4 4| Tgap 1 170 |- cmmemmmc o fomee o
Nebraska. ... 17 1 121 26,400 6| 6080 47|76, 900
KANES - mooommmer 38 34 3| 108,550 16 | 26,767 17| 23250
SouTH AttlLAN'rm'
aryland._. 9 9 8
Virginfa. ... 20 15 15 gg’, 00 o i i1
West Virginia. 35 31 31| 158,040 12| 31,125 31 13200
North Carolina. 18 16 41 52650 6{ 17,447 3 3, 500
South Carolina._ 23 23 21§ 83,700 8| 212 21 @
Georgia R 10 10 9| 27,50 2 800 1| @
Florida. ..._.____.-- 17 13 131 36,500 4 4,417 6 &, 400
. BAsT SoUTH CENTRAL!
Konfueky._ ......... 48 39 371 242,750 11| 37,790 3] 14,400
Tennessee... 32 28 a7 63, 410 4 1, 503 3 7, 000
Algbgma._. . 41 84 34| 84,886 4] 2,139 5 &, 850
Mississippi. - ooomnn 30 30 20| 27,005 6| 1,88 6| 5300
WesT S0UTH CENTRALZ
Arkansas__._......- 12 12 121 16,108 41 2,12 2 1)
Louisiana, 31 20 29 | 57,700 8 5750 10| 12,160
Olklghoma._. 62 50 44 | 102,325 16| 18,625 U 17,715
TeXAS e ammcmammannn 26 24 22 66, 425 [} b, 582 7 9,
MOUNTAIN:
Montana, 6 5 8,695 1,035 2|
Idaho 10 9 [} 9, 850 2 1,066 1 )
Colorado 16 13 12| 37,400 5| 9,200 7, 450
PACIFIC: i L
‘Washington. 19 13 12 58, 200 4| 11,276 3 5,000
Orogon.. ..... 17 15 15| 65,600 8| 8214 4 4,300
Californifi.eeeeanan- 41 35 32 | 158,100 13| 22,92 13 | 26000
Other States...o-.-- 19 7 7 70, 250 3| 80,601 2 35, 600

1 Amount included in figures for *Other States,’ to avoid disclosing the statistics of any individual church.
4 Includes: Massachusetts, 2; Rhode Island, 2 Distriet of Columbia, 2; and Arizons, 1.

225087—40—3
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TABLE 6.—CHURCcH EXPENDITURES BY STATHS, 1936

EXPENDITURES
Total
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE nuronber Repairs
churches Churches| Total Pastors’ | All other and
e reporting i amount || salaries | salaries |improve-
ments
United States. .o cueocnmoenccniannn 1,082 042 | 3042, 568 || B448,620 | 843,026 285, 455
NEW ENGLAND:
Massachusetts ..o am 5 5 4, 803 920 266 253
Rhode Island ... uecmeanonamoann 4 3 1,108 860 |acomcmmenn 20
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: :
New York.... - 17 15 21, 272 6,125 1,871 922
New Jersey. 7 7 8, 836 3,086 184 1,314
Pennsylvania___ 52 47 60, 521 28,822 2, 535 7,836
EAsT NOrTH OENTRAL:
hio_.._. 80 76 | 133,662 58, 639 9,264 9, 054
Indiana. 89 69 99, 482 42, 578 5,248 7,123
Tllinois. . 54 o0 51, 637 24,044 3,385 7,277
Michigan. 62 &7 54, 106 20,472 2,362 3,264
‘Wisconsin....-- 13 13 9, 255 4,116 11 882
Minnesofa 13 11 9,229 5,457 336 494
Towa... 9 [i} 7,230 4, 551 195 332
Missouri. - ... 39 35 31, 503 17,251 1,538 2, 336
North Dakota 7 i} 2, 681 1,220 62 150
South Dakota 5 & 2,493 1,068 220 118
Nebraska 17 15 12,484 8, 662 286 1,583
Kansas. 38 37 33, 6568 19, 341 700 , 169
S0UTH ATLANTIC
9 9 16, 528 6,810 035 1,108
3 3 5,104 1,118 172 95
20 19 14, 643 4,308 614 1,030
35 32 1,499 19,472 1,283 b, 767
18 17 11, 426 , 220 542 897
23 21 7, 850 3,353 378 956
10 10 6,104 3, 626 150 1, 175
17 17 14, 970 8,165 472 3,901
EA8T SouTH CENTRAL:
Kentucky.-.... 48 43 38, 864 13,804 1,647 4, 579
Tennesses- - 32 26 15, 805 8,310 773 1,402
Alg,ban:}a - 41 32 17, 569 8, 808 1,016 2,214
MSSISSIDDE e e e e e mmmm e a e mmm - 39 36 , 173 4,816 - 307 725
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL:
Arkansas 12 12 8, 328 2,089 26 1, 635
Louisiana. - 31 28 12, 827 8, 757 452 1,818
Oklahoma.. 62 52 48, 936 24, 708 2,371 3, 863
DEXBS.. e e oo e e 25 23 16,266 || * 210,708 289 1, 440
i3 4 3, 801 1, 660 18 200
W . 10 9 4,304 2,189 50 084
OoaradeE-~ 1 G| nm 400 710
T 4 41 im0 | 20 127 217
Pacric: . ’
Washington. l.... e m e e 19 17 18, 517 10, 164 624 1, 553
QOregon._ 17 16-f 19,741 9, 201 416 -804
0121 10 a a1 S, 41 39 53, 071 27,451 2,318 2,723

U Amount for Wyoming combined with figures for Coloerado, to avoid disclosing the statisties of any in-

dividual church,

3 Amount for Utah combined with figures for Arizons, to avoid disclosing the statistics of any individual

church,
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~ s .
TarLE 6.—CHURCH EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 19836—Continued
EXPENDITURES—continued
GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION Payment! Oth

_AND STATR on onuroh| carrens | LOcal . To All
debt, ex- | expenses relief | Home | Foreign | general ih
clnding |meluding and | missions | missions | head- Ouner
fnterest | interest | CBAYIEY quarters | PUrPAses

United States. ooeoooeons §104, 528 | $185,008 | 816,198 | 916,881 | 820,674 | $28,080 | 843,077

NE VK/[E NGLﬁxND: ;
Tassachnsetts. .. ouooeeen 1,014 875 228 50 39 186 97:
7.
Rhode Island. .. ocmmocaas e 300 65 50 37 feeoennes ‘28'21
Mmg}m AXTL,}NTIG:

ew York. ...l 4, 525 418 424 458 1

New Jorsoy ... 1,630 174 47 117 b it
ennsylvania 6,769 1,045 636 838 2,308 3,020
EABB %\}onm CENTRAL:

4] [ D 22,356 1,818 1,200 3,453 4,085 8,1
Tndiang_ 17,265 1,284 ‘ago | 2,632 | 4071 % sgg
Illinois. - 6077 1,068 8o | 2076 | 1,000 1,781
Mlt:hlgi}m - - 7,876 1,048 817 1, 614 1,233 2, 360
Wiseonsin. oo cccaeaem 1,756 111 129 555 324

WEsT NORTH CENTRAL:
Minnesots. .eee- 744 1,086 60 a9 184 286 537
Towa...... 475 1,080 10 113 168 237 £0
Missouri. ... 1,845 4, 608 444 316 404 1,078 1, 683
North ;Dnl:otu. 200 432 20 222 107 203 G5
South Dakota.. 230 402 1 100 295 £6 B
l\Iobrnskm - 260 2,132 43 313 560 325 315

- Koansas..... mmmmemoc e 3,450 4,046 368 502 661 642 &00

Sovﬁ{ A’IiLAl;TIC:

[13 g 115 1 DR 1,877 3,502 402 85 214 523 9
District of Columbia 1,960 995 118 148 118 "o b
Virginife . oceweacannan 2,160 1,641 456 303 148 09 1,435
West, Viegini 3, 964 6,388 714 330 489 1,245 1,32
North Corolina..._... 1,025 1, 533 390 323 60 b 1,361
Jouth Carolina...... 963 838 176 285 126 358 228
Greorgin 271 478 84 88 08 3a 128
Torida 315 925 313 408 199 oo 272

Basr Sourn CENTRAL:
Kentueky e e caeaneinan 10, 640 3, 596 1,677 304 388 928 1,241
Tennesses . 1,432 1,148 238 205 280 422 1,215
Alabama... 1,661 [ 2,807 220 207 28 229 431
Mississippl 805 760 308 4456 240 2290 358
Wast SoUTH OENTRAL!
Arkansns..o..... 274 1,111 2 78 68 130 . 110
Louisiana_ . 636 1,042 53 300 156 " 125 585
Oklahoma. . 5,389 5,079 916 i34 675 1,380 1,816
P OXAS . v mmcmm s mmmmmmmme 550 2,012 267 318 142 203 250
MOUNTAIN: ' '
Montana 583 663 127 160 90 40 170
{gnho ...... 252 629 b 38 28 37 112
yoming. . ' 5
go]omdo..- } 2,382 1,074 248 650 838 489 245
rizong. .
Ao 50 1,087 40 e 10 206 206
Paciric: .
Washington....ccvaveuamnan 863 2,862 268 553 200 969 641
Qregon 38, 363 1,862 7 2,087 353 688 780
Californif. o cenne- R 3,468 8,159 720 1,126 1,700 1,361 4,066

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION *
HISTORY

The name Church of God is used by .a number of
United States, and this fact makes for econfusion.
times attempts to differentiate itgelf fr

1 This statement was furnished b
College and Theological Beminary,

om the othe:

y Dr. Barl L. Martin, professor of theology and Bible in the Anderson
‘Anderson, Ind.

i
small religious groups in the
This particular group some-
rs using this name by inserting
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the name of its headquarters (Anderson, Ind.), but regards such insertion as no
" part of the name. At Anderson, Ind., are the offices of its general boards, its
college and seminary, its publishing plant, and other promotional organizations.
‘The group uses the name Church of God, which it holds as the Scriptural designa-
tion of the churech, not in a denominational or exclusive sense, but in an inclusive
sense, as the name of the church to which all true Christians belong, and that a
recognition of this fact would be a big step forward in the direction of Christian
El?ity’ a.lr(xid the name Church of God would then be applied to all Christians in all
the world.

From the beginning this: group has regarded itself as a movement within the
church rather than another denomination or ¢hurch among churches, working, as
it holds, for the restoration of the New Testament standard of faith and life,
particularly in the matter of church or Christian unity.

The movement began about 1880 when D. 8. Warner, of the Church of God,
Winehrennerian movement, began to work in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois,
and other Midwestern States, and soon found others in various sections of the
United Btates who were possessed of like beliefs and ideals. They believed that
the ehurch was too much restricted by human organization and ecclesiasticism and
demanded that the church be more directly under the rule of God. The raove-
ment was strongly evangelistic and spread rapidly into many States. - Consider-
able emphasis was put upon the doctrine of holiness, and in this the church held
many things in common with the various holiness movements of that period,
though in other respects differing from them.

DOCTRINE

In doctrine the Church of God would be classed orthodox and evangelical. The
members, in common with many groups of Christians, hold: The divine inspira~
tion of the Seriptures; that the Bible is a book at once divine and human; that it
grew out of human life in touch with God. They helieve in the Holy Trinity;
that Chiist is the Son of God; that the Holy Spirit is a person, in His indwelling
presence in the hedrt of man, sanctifying and giving power for life and service;
that the Holy Spirit gives gifts for the work of God in the world, but that none or
all of these gifts are evidences of the presence of the Holy Spirit; that sin sepa-
rates men from God; in the forgiveness of sin on the basis of the atonement of
Christ and by repentance and faith on the part of the person; in the doctrine and
experience of holiness; in a personal second coming of Christ, that this coming has
no connection with a millennial reign, but that the kingdom of God is here and
now; in the final judgment, the general resurrection of the dead, with reward of
the righteous and punishment of the wicked.

Generally, they practice baptism by immersion, the Lord’s Supper, and feet

washing, but do not regard their practice as an essential basis of fellowship.
Perhaps their most distinctive doctrine is that econcerning the nature of the church
and the unity of Christian people; that the church is the body of Christ, made up
of all Christians, and that all Christians are one in Christ Jesus, but the denomi-
nationalism and the sectarian system are a hindrance to the expression of this
unity, hence are unseriptural. They believe that God is working in this time to
restore the New Testament ideal of this chureh; and that this restoration is based
upon the fact of spiritual experience rather than of creedal agreement.

ORGANIZATION

The local churches of the movement, numbering nearly 2,000, are congrega-
tional in form of church government, and though they hold the ideal of God govern-
ing His church, they recognize that He does it through human instrumentality,
and that this government may be expressed in any one of the many forms. Mem-
bership in the local churches is not on a formal basis, and there are no membership
lists kept, in accordance with the belief that being a Christian constitutes one a
member of the Church of God. In the business affairs of the local church other
qualifications must be met. The ministers of the various States meet in State or
regional conventions, but such associations are purely voluntary, and in no way
are invested with authority over local churches, but act in an advisory capacity.
The General Ministerial Assembly meets annually in connection with the annual
convention and camp meeting in June at Anderson, Ind., which has jurisdiction
over the business and cooperative aspects of the work, but not in doctrinal matters
or over the local churches. Ministers are ordained by other ministers.
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STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for The (Original) Church of God for the year 1936 is
presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural territory. These statistics were compiled from schedules sent
directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual churches and the
data relate to these churches only.

The membership of .this denomwination includes all persons who have been
formally received into any of the local ehurches.

Tapre 1.—SUMMARY oF SrtarisTios Forn CRURCHES IN URBAN AND RURBAL
TerRrITORY, 1936 ‘

PERCENT OF

1
Inurban | Imrural TOTAT

ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural

Churches (local organizations), number_.......c.—- 58 18 -2 2 ORI J,
Members, number e 92, 269 843 1,420 37.2 62,8
Avorage membership per church ... 39 56 25 30 (O PR,

Membership by sex: ‘
Male_._. - 765 283 482 37.0 63.0
Female. 1,604 860 044 37.2 82.8
Males p 50.9 50. 8 1 A —————

Membership by age:

Under 13 YearS oo mcomcrwacccmcamccmm e 107 28 79 26,2 73.8
13 years and ov - 2,134 815 1,319 38.2 61.8
Age not reported. - b2 20 | 28 ||
Porcent under 18 years®. ... ..aas 4.8 3.3 T 2 TR
Church edifices, PUMbBOL . _ ¢ oeeooo e 35 10 2157 PR I,
Value—number reporting. . ™ 81 9 92 |emmcn | mmmmeea
Amount reported-__. - $61, 750 328, 400 336, 350 41,1 .0
Constructed prior to 1 $61, 050 $25,400 $335, 6560 41.6 58,4
Constructed, wholly orin EY{) VI | I $700 [comaeen 100.0
Average value per chureh. .. ..., $1,9092 $2,822 $1,652 | femeioa
Debt—number reporting..... 11 [} [ 7 P R,
Amount reported. . _ $7, B69 $6,375 $1,194 | 84.2 15.8
Number reporting ‘‘no debt’_. 15 3 12 |eemmen fommomean

Parsonages, number

Valug—number reporting.
Amount reported. .- -
Expenditures: .
Churehes reporting, number. oo oemocccnaaa- 64 14 - J (R P
Amount reported.__...._._. $15,477 $8, 224 $7, 253 53.1 46,9
Pastors’ salaries 8, $4, 100 $4, 364 48.4 51.6
All other salaries_.. . $25 $179 12,38 87.7
Repairs and improvemen - $280 $225 $64 77.9 22.1
Payment on church debt, cxel
_____ 644 $200 $354 45.0 55.0
$3313 $1, 700 $1,613 51.3 48,7
d charity, Red Cr 265 $220 $35 86,3 13.7
Homge missions._ - $258 $260 8] 96.9 3.1
Foreign missions..... - 207 $100 $107 43,3 517
To general headquarters for dist; $761 $384 $377 50. 5 49.5
Al other purposes. -..... _— $1, 082 $930 3162 86.0 14.0
Average expenditure per church - $687 b8 A RO PRI
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number 41 13 2130 [ PR,
Offcers and teachers. 311 117 194 37.8 62.4
Seholars . v e e 2, 699 1,118 1,581 41,4 58.6

1 Pereant not shown where base is less than 100.
1 Based on membership with age classification reported.

17
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Comparative data, 1986 and 1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statistics of The (Original) Church of
God for the census years 1936 and 1926,

Tanre 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1936 AND 1026

ITEM 1936 | 1926 ITEM 1936 | 1926
Churches (local organizations), Expenditures:
piNih o] o1 58 50 Churches reporting, number. . 54 11
Inerease over preceding cen- | - Amount reported... ... .1$15,477 | $5,348
sus: Pastors’ salaries.._ $8, 46
Numbor. ... - 8 ) Allother salaries.........| $2
Percent .| Repairs and improve-
5115017 R $289 $4,120
Members, number—..oco_.ocaeouc 2,268 1,868 Payment on church debt, '
Inerease over preceding cen- exeluding interest..__ .. $644
sus: All other current expen-
NUMDOL . e mmvmrwmcme 400 | oaeoan ses, including interest .| $3,313
Percent. e oo A0 S Local relief and charity,
Average membership per Red Cross, 4€..co—.....} $266
chureh. . vl 39 37 Home missions. .- $268
. Forelgn missions $207 |1 g1 908
Church edifices, numher........ 35 22 To general headguarters !
Value—itamber reporfing..__. 31 21 for distribution._.._.__. $761
Amountreported......__. $61, 750 | $87, 415 All other purposes...... .| $1, 082
Awerage value per church.| $1,992 | $1, 782 Average expenditure per
Deht—number reporting. ... 11 4 Chureh e o e e $287 $4%6
Amount reported.. ... $7,560 | $3, 684
Sunday schools:
Parsonages, NUMBOr o veomrmvuen [ Churehes reporting, nutimber . 4] 11
Value—number reporting...._- 2 1 Officers and teachers......... 311 69
Amount reported ________| $2, 200 $400 8eholars . oo e 2, 699 644

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for The (Original)
Church of God by States. 'Table 3 gives for each State for 1936 the number and
membership of the churches classified according to their loeation in urban or
rural territory, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools.
Table 4 gives the number and wembership of the churches for the census years
1936 and 1926, together with the membership for 1936 classified as “under 13
years of age” and ‘18 years of age and over.” Table 5 shows the value of church
edifices and the amount of debt on such property for 1936. Table 6 presents, for
1936, the church expenditures, showing separately current expenses, improvements,
benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any
individual church, separate presentation in tables 5 and 6 is limited to those
States in which three or more ehurches reported value and expenditures.




THE (ORIGINAL) CHURCH OF GOD 19

Tasrw 8.—NuMpER AND MzempErsuir or CHURCHES IN URBAN Awp RUrAL
TrrrITORY, MEMBERSHIP BY X, AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS, BY STATES, 1936

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP BY .
CHURCHES MEMBERS SEX SUNDAY BCHOOLS
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 2. & =S
AND STATE Ba | pw| &g
5 ; AL I
=3 = | ) g
FINE 5|22 5 |8|8 28|53 88]5
B Pl e | = plae |{2|& |2 |B |6 %
United States._..... 58 15 43 (9,209 843 |1, 428 785 1,504 | 60.9 41 811 9, 899
NEW ENGLAND:
Maine .o oooee s b | 2| 161 ||-ccea- 181 70 |11 R, 2 14 100
MIDDLE ATLANTIC;
New YorK.ooeeoaunn | N | P 1 b2 ] 28 8 .V RO DU R PR
TEAsT NORTH CENTRALS
Michigan .caveneenee b O | PR 1 27 [l oan 27 14 18 |oeens 1 3 i5
WEST NORYE CENTRAL:
Missouri o ooo__io 20 2| .. 207 P07 70 137 ) 5L1 2 17 233
HOUTH ATLANTIC )
Virginia._..___...... P | S 2 87 1. 87 31 [i]: 3 P 1 18 150
North Garolina. 5 2 3| 120 52 68 27 LI T 5 29 225
South Carolina 1 | N PR 55 B foaeous 20 35 |ocenes 1 10 100
Qeorgla_ .. 1 I I 10 10 Joceaen 2 L3 P 1 9 i1
Florida L | I— 3 98 |]-ur-e- 08 32 66 |-acnae 1 5 45
EAsT 80UTH CENTRAL:
Kentueky. ... .nue. 1 1 76 46 30 21 [:1: 3 [ 2 14 120
Tennessee. . ] 2 3] 501 3321 168 160 | 342 | 46.5 4 48 835
Alabama 17 3 14 | 374 54 | 320 131 243 | 53.9 g [ili} 443
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL:
ATKanSaS,eceammmman 16 3 131 b28 87 | 438 | 180 | 345 52.2 12 80 668

! Ratio not shown where number of females is less than 100.
!
Tapre 4.—Numser and Memsrrsaip or CHurcEES, 1936 AND 1926, AND
MemerrsEIP BY Ae®m IN 1936, BY STATES

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
CHURGHES MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 19?6
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE
. Under yggrs Age fetg{:
1936 | 19268 | 1936 | 1926 13 and | BobTe- | el
vears | oo ported | "1y
United States. ——oooooooceraeee 8 50 | 2,280 ) 1,880 107 2,134 28 4.8
NEW ENGLAND:
Maine. e r————— 2 B 161 178 | .. b2 A N (SRR
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
Penngylvanis. . occonemooioeoiaciaenan 2 I, {148 SO FUREION (U I,
New York oo orremnemm ) A P 28 |oneoe —— 11 B2 PR R
Easr Nortt OENTRAL:
101 O SN O, A T b 8 PR PRSI (RPN R,
Michigan . . eeierammem 1 1 a7 31 15 12 oo famam ——
WEST NORTH CENTRAL: :
MiS80Urt . e 2 4 207 441 1 208 |acemaace .8
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Virginia, 2 2 87 60 1
North Carolina. 5 7 190 116 4
South Carolina. | S IO [i1:38 CE 3
Georgia. oo 1 1 10 88 foeaeee-
‘Florida. - 3 2 98 47 5
EAsT SoUTH CENTRAL:
uck 2 2 78 7 P (1 [, P
] 8 501 b4 7y - 47 17 1.4
17 i1 374 197 18 345 11 5.0
WEs? S0UTH CENTRAL: .
ATKBOSAS. oo oot 16 | 4 525 8 42 483 | omee e 8.0

t Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where bage is less than 100,
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TaBLE 5.~~VALUE oF CHURCHES AND AMoUNT oF CruRcrE DEsT BY STATES, 1936

[Saparate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

VALUE OF COURCH DEBT ON CHURCH
Totgl Nun%ber EDIFICEY EDIFICES
. | number [}
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE 1 th cg%rch - N
churches | edifices urches urches
reporting | ATOURE | renorting Amount
United StateS. ccmeuruamucaanan 68 35 81 | $61,750 11 $7,669
SoUTH ATLANTIC!
North Caroling...- ... - 5 3 3 2, 050 1 150
EAsT SOUTH CENTRAL;
Alabama. .. .. neae 17 5 5 2,700 B | 12
WEsT SOUTH CENTRAL!
ATKADSAS . - ovevaemccmnacmmmem 16 11 10 5, 900 5 682
Other States. - cccmmmrmaccneanne 20 16 113 51,100 4 6, 726

U Includes 2 churches in each of the following States—Maine, Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee; and
1 in each of the following—Michigan, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.

TaBLE 6.—CHURcE EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 8 or more churches reporting]

EXPENDITURES
n 8 | i
Q a |2 &
3 2 |9z| 83 | & g
g g o @ o ot
Al e 5|25 55 ,§ 5 "
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | & || & o | 288 B |® o | &1 2
' AND STATE ol & 0 2 S R S e e I - 8
5 € . = 2 | Bl wlgw | 5|82 | &
2l 8 g 2 = cgleglalstla | g E‘
Sl R = 2| T |3 E= T SO I |
Blle| 8 |- g9|.B| BB |2 |4gl@m |’ | ™
e g - B sl ®°s (B | E 51 8
e 5 | B g ElE%| %5l B8 ¢
v £ 13 8 38|88 |&| 8
bl E = a - [~ R 8 —_
&6 & & 13818 |8 (S|m|&|&]3
United States.......| b8 || 54 |$15,477 ||88, 464 [$204 |&280 |$644 (83,313 |B265 15268 (3207 [4761 (81,082
SOUTIE ATLANTIC
North Carolina......- i 4 381 47 [oooa- 53 | 50 - R VI PPN BRI 42
Florida. coevvereenan- 8 3 760 800 |oceoc|emmantanes 135 [occee]ommeedcmaan 50 %5
EAsT SOUTE CENTRAL:
Tennessee - b 4 2,802 1,812 [ 86 |-veei|omaea 285 | 100 { 200 [____- 59 800
Alabama. . .cocmoaa 17 1 18 | 1,400 260 [ po— 4 912 1 10 - 3 P, 110 60
WEsT S0UTH CENTRAL:
ATKansasS . ccor-ceean 16 (| 16| 1,810 h24 | 62| 153 | 210 745 | 25 (... 4| 87 [amuenn
Other States.-co--- 12 (121 | 8,234 || 5,491 ] 100 | 83| 380 1,047 | 120 | 50 | 203 | 455 305

1 Tneludes 2 churches in each of the following States—Maine, Missouri, Virginia, and Kentucky; and lin
each of the following—Michigen, South Carolins, and Georgia, )

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The (Original) Church of God was organized August 19, 1886, near Birch-
wood, Tenn. (in what was at that time James County, but at present is Hamilton
County), by Rev. R. Spurling, with 18 members.

1 This siatement, which is substantially the same as that published in vol. II of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1926, has been revised by Rev, Joseph L. Scott, D. D., editor, publisher, and general manager of
The (Original) Church of God, Chattanocogs, Tenn., and approved by him in its present form,
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The name Chureh of God was chosen because it was a Bible name and, so
far as was known, had never been applied to any other denomination,

From the place of organization, the church spread first into the State of North
Carolina, where it went through the trials and difficulties common to all new
denominations. However, it multiplied and spread farther into several other
States, to the Bahama Islands, to Japan, and to South America.

In 1917 a différence of opinion arose among the members in regard to the
fundamental principles and teachings of the chureh and it divided into factions.
Later, one faction withdrew. The faction which claimed to adhere to the original
teachings and doetrines of the ehurch adopted the word *““original,’” as part of the
title and legally inserted it into the name of the denomination, which has since
been known as The (Original) Chureh of God, incorporated in 1922,

DOCTRINE

This denomination stands for the whole Bible, rightly divided. It believes in
and teaches repentance, justification, regeneration as defined by Martin Luther;
sanctification as set forth by John Wesley; divine healing for the body, not exclu-
gively, but does believe in praying for the sick; the premillennial second coming of
Jesus; eternal life for the righteous; and eternal punishment, with no liberation or
annihilation, for the wicked.

This church invites all persons who avow faith in Christ and live a Christian life
to become members, Christian fruits are taken as an evidence of Christian living
for By their fruits ye shall know them.” The only reason for exclusion is a known
violation of God’s word, for each member is accountable to God. Conscience
binding ereeds are regarded as being eontrary to the Seripture and love.

It accepts pentecostal experience, when, under divine power of the Holy Ghost,
it speaks in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance, as the disciples did on the
Day of Pentecost. (Acts 2: 4.)

All Christians who are eligible to vote, have a right to vote, remembering to
obey all laws that are not sinful to obey and if anyone is elected to an office to let
God rule in hig heart and office.

The ordinances of the church are baptism by immersion, the Lord’s Supper,
tithing, and freewill offerings.

ORGANIZATION AND WORK

This church, in its organization, is founded on the practices of the apostolic
church of God. Like the early churches, each individual organization takes
a local name, such as the Church of God at Corinth, ete. They have local
government, each church with its pastor, officers, and members having authority
to transact its own business, such as dealing with its own members, finances, and
church property.

It recognizes the orders of the ministry as given in the New Testament—
apostles, exhorters, evangelists, bishops (elder bishops), and teachers as given in
Eph. 4: 11-14. Any local church may recommend a person whom it believes to
be called of God and qualified for the ministry, and after an examination by the
presbytery, he may be ordained or licensed to preach.

A general convention meets annually in the autumn at Chattanooga, Tenn.
It is a delegated body in which all the churches are represented.

In connection with the usual work of evangelization, the church has a general
office and publishing house, located at Chattanooga, Tenn. This city is also the
location of the official headquarters of the denomination. Here a church manual,
various tracts and other ehurch literature, as well as the official organ, The
(Original) Chureh of God Sunday School Weekly, are published.
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STATISTICS

Summary for the United - States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statisties for the Church of God (Salem, W. Va.) for the year 1936
is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural territory. These statistics were compiled from schedules sent
directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual churches and the
data relate to these churches only. ‘

The digeiples (members) shall consist of all faithful men and women whom the
Lord has seen fit to add unto the Chureh of God, who keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus, as upheld in the constitution of this church.

T?I% 1body was not reported prior to 1936, hence no comparative data are
available. )

TasBLE L.—SuMMaRY or Staristics FoR CrurcEEs IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerrITORY, 1936 -

PERCENT OF

-~ In urban In rural TOTAL!
ITEM Total territory | territory
Urban | Rural

Churches (local organizations), number__.__...._.. 39 15 b S P, F—,

Members, number.. ...l iacuaia 1,154 475 679 41,2 58.8

Average merbership per church. ... 30 32 b2 3 I I,
Membership by sex:

1 RS 309 167 232 41.9 88.1

Female_ .ooovo.onoo 755 308 447 40.8 59.2

Males per 100 females. oo coouen. 52,8 . b2 TR« I I S
Membership by ago:

Under 13 years —— -

13 yoars and over. ...
Porcent under 13 years.

Church edifices, number_... ... ememacm—am cmne
Value—number reporting . -
Amount reported. ..o
Constructed prior to 19

Constructed, wholly or in part, in 1936.
Average value per chureh________._._. ...

Debt—number roporting.
Amount reported. .. —-...
Number roporting “no debt”’

Parsonages, number, -
Value—number 16porting . - ccocmramccmenenan
Amount reported. . v e ccemecemnn -

Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number__ .. veveeccmccnacn
Amount reported. ... ...._.
Pastors’ salarios.
All other salaries...
Repalrs and improvements. ..« --zze-aznan
P%ymetnt on church debt, excluding in-
{1y ARy
Altl other current expenses, including in-
ares
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, eto...-.
Home missions. .. .csocoomwmccmeemencanee
Foreign missions ..o
T general headquarters for distribution..
All other purposes. . «ve oo cmem o ccmcncne
Average expenditure per church.. o ceeeone

Sabbath schools:
Churches reporting, number.
Ofltcers and teachers..-
Boholars. . oo cvaemin e cmnnmameem

1 Percent not shown whera base is less than 100.

22
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State tables.—Tables 2 and 3 present the statistics for 1936 for the Church of
God (Salem, W. Va.) by States, Table 2 gives for each State the number and
membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or. rural
territory, membership classified by sex and by age, and data for Sabbath schools.
Table 3 presents the church expenditures, showing separately current expenses,
improvements, benevolences, ete. - In order to avoid disclosing the financial sta-
tistics of any individual church, separate presentation in table 3 is limited to those
States in which three or more churches reported expenditures.

TasLe 2.—NUMBER AND MzembBersEIP OF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TE%RITORY, MeMBERSHIP BY SEX AND A@m, AND SUNDAY ScEHOOLS, BY STATES,
193 )

NUMBER OF | NUMBER OF | MEMBERSHIP | MEMBERSHIP SABBATH
CHURCHES MEMBERS RY SEX BY AGE SCHOOLS
g - I O
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND AL 28 |9 (m, 8
Hwuw | > M 5 m?:l‘J E
30 s | 0d coElad
© B~ | HE |=dE|lre] &
B 2| 4| g8 (8| 2° BT (5|38 2
ENEI5| 2B 2|18 B2\ |2 BTE" 5
=] d Ol
glblal & ([sle|=|a|2 |p|le & [o o |3
TUnited States.... o ccaran 89 || 16 | 24 |1,1564 ||475 |6¥D 1308 {766 | 62,8 | @6 |1,089 (5.6 | 25 [182 | 764
Ngw ENGLAND:
Vermont. - .coomaaanaae- O | I I § 54----| BF 21 3| - R 20 R A S U
Connectiettt oo ooooooonn D3] P B § 60 ||-.-.| 60 | 21 | 30 [....-. ceme| 60 .| 1| 6| 87
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York.________._.... 1o 1 20 f[--..[20)] 7113 |._..-- [ 20}...-.f 1] 38 7
Pennsylvania. .ooveeoeee 21 1] 1 24§18 [ 11| 6| 18 [aun O - A B A
EAsT NORTH CENTRAL! :
Michipan 3 1| 2 09 148151 |43 66 |._...- 18 g1 j._..|] 1| & 18
‘WEesT NortH CENTRAL! k]
Missouriocave oo 8 2| 4| 1758293 |61 (114|535 6| 169 13.4 | 6| 42| 134
21 1:1: 1 S 1 L. 68| 66]....| 23| 48 [~ RGO (N ;T U VSN FRVEPUON PN
SOUTH ATLANTIC! .
West Virginia. .ocooeeeen 4l 81 1 81 53|28 |20 | 62 |..oenn el 8Ll | 2|12 49
LAsT SouTH CENTRAL? )
T ONIICSSRB - aa e wmmmnmmemm 3| 1] 2| 2241 77 |147 |60 |164 [ 86.6 | 1| 223 |.4| 320 159
Alsbama. o oocveecnceena| 2| 2 53 [|.---| 863 | 24 ] 20 ... 31 22 o] 2§12 b4
Wrsr SoUtH OENIRAL:
Arkansas. .ec-.. demanen 3 11 2 54 514012 48 [...| 2|11 | '35
Oklahoma. oo 4 1] 8 76 47122 75 |.---f 136 26
T OXO8 e cmmamemmm e e e e 3 [{.ee| 3| 52| 52126 B0 |--.-| 1| 4| 25
MOUNTAIN:
IdaN0m warei e c e 1 1leacc] A7 X7 |acce] 8 9 focamnn JRE B ¥ OIS RURRR RV S
PACIFIC: @
07 1:7:40) « ST, 2 1 1| -100 (| 6139 |38 |62 |-acunn 1 09 1,0 | 2151 121
Callfornid. cemevenamemnns 20 2 leacc| 40 |1 40 [ooonf 17 | 82 |icoeiifeen] 49 [oae.] 2111 48

1 Ratio not shown whers number of fermales is less than 100,
3Percent not shown where base is less than 100.
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TaBLE 3.~—Cuurcr EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more ehurches reporting]

1]
,é’ EXPENDITURES
3
a bi I3 = Ol o ) W
S 21 2] R Hg ) e &
HE g [£172158 |3 % |412]8, |8
=] - i~
smate Ble| 8 || 5 [5(38(58 |B%u|elle 2|82
= Q = )
NG| B | 2 |5 |.c|ie|5en|RE R | EE s
H 3 2 S |8 S=lgdu (g R )
5|l & s 4 5 | BoE |2aH 8l & | s =
g|6] & & 138 &78™II B8 & |3
TUnited States....._.. 30 || 31.814,130 |2, 976, 3248 3164 81, 620 |82, 988 3184 373 $388 [54,.643 |$830
Michighn. . oeommmenn 3 150
Missouri______ A 4587
West Virginia. 4 20
Tennessee. - 3 10
Arkansas__ . 3 20
Oklahoma 4 e
Other States.cocmeeme- 18 (112 6, 630 || 1,467 48 | 142 | ... 2,861 | 110 | 42 87 | 1,601 | 182

1 Includes 2 churches in each of the following States—Pennsylvania, Alabama, Texas, Oregon, and Cali-
fornia; and 1 each in New York and Idaho.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
HISTORY

The Church of God (seventh day) was organized in separate church organiza-
tions in this eountry soon after the landing of the Pilgrims, who came here from
London, England, in 1620, at which time there were known to be seven local
churches in London.

In the year 1664 Stephen Mumford settled at Newport, R. I., having come from
England, and in 1671 a church was organized there with William Hiscox chosen
and ordained the elder. He served as pastor of the church until his death (1704)
when William Gibson became (Fastor, serving till 1717. He was in turn succeeded
by Joseph Crandall who held the pastorate until 1737. He was succeeded by
Joseph Maxen and he was followed by William Bliss, who remained pastor until
his death in 1808.

During this same period there were Churches of God established at the following
cities in Pennsylvania: Newton, Pennepeck, Jottingham, and French Creek.
These churches fraternized with the Churches of God in Rhode Island and others
in New Jersey. Some of the New Jersey churches were at Piscataway and Cohan-
sey. These are the oldest Sabbatarian churches in America. The Church
History of New England, 1783 to 1796, chapter 11, section 10, mentions Stephen
Mumford and his faith in connection with the Ten Commandments being the
Christian standard of a sinless life and of keeping Safurday instead of Sunday.

The oldest Sabbatarian Christian Church in America was connected with the
oldest in London—the Mill Yard Church—and on the old church records of this
church is found & copy of a letter dated December 21, 1680, addressed to the
church in Newport, R. I., which proves their connection. There is much other
evidence in the records of both churches besides, which is set forth verbatim on
page 271 of The History of the True Church by Dugger and Dodd.

In the year 1705 a church was organized at Piscataway, N. J., and according
to a letter from Samuel Hubbard, one of the charter members of the Newport,
R. L., church, there was another church organized that year at Noodles Island,
now East Boston, Mass.

Thomas Ward, a prominent lawyer of Newport, R. I., in 1689 was an out-
standing member of the Rhode Island church. Richard Ward, Governor of
Rhode Island, 1741-42, was a member of the church also. Col. Jobe Bennett in
1763 was the treasurer of this church and that year served on a committee in
drafting the constitution for the Brownsville University.

1 This statement was furnished by Elder A. N. Dugger, general overseer, the Church of God (Salem,
‘W, Va.), Salem, W, Va.
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One of the outstanding Churches of God in the early days of American history
was the church at Shrewsbury, N. J. Elder Davis was pastor of that church
early in the seventeenth century, and other churches in New Jersey were or-
ganized as this church branched out. For instance, the chureh at Piscataway was
organized in 1705 and at Hopewell at aboutl the same time. The records of this
church are still to be found, and in Randolph’s Hisfory of the Seventh Day
Baptists it is also mentioned as one 'of the early Sabbatarian churches in this
country. It was the Shrewsbury, N. J., church that went westward and settled
in Salem, W. Va., in 1789. It was called New Salem, Va., then and is now
Salem, W. Va. At this time there were churches organized at Lost Creek, W. Va.,
and at South Fork of Hughes River, W. Va. »

Between the years 1845 and 1860 State conferences were formed and started
functioning in Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illingis, Ohio, Michigan,
New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and other States. Two gospel
tents were paid for and operated in the State of Towa in evangelical meetings and
tents were also in operation in other State conferences during the summer months.

In the year 1861 a general conference convened at Battle Creek, Mich., and
voted to change the name, adopting the name Seventh-day Adventist, for various
reasons set forth by Mrs. I, G. White, a supposed prophetess of the denomination.
Because of the undaunted faith in the leadership of their prophetess, many of
their leaders recommended the change in all parts of the country and the great
majority of the ministers followed the decision of the church, but there was a
remnant who refused to sanction this name in the place of the Scriptural name,
“Church of God’’ mentioned just 12 times in the New Testament. onseguently
they called an assembly at Battle Creek, Mich., the following year and launched
a paper called the Remnant of Israel, printed monthly. This was later changed
to a weekly and the name changed to the Sabbath Advocate, and later to The
Bible Advocate, which is the present name of the publication. The church head-~
quarters were transferred from Battle Creek Mich., to Marion, Towa, and the
paper issued from there for a number of years, then it was moved to Stanberry,
Mo. The name was changed from Sabbath Advocate to the Bible Advocate since
being printed at Stanberry, Mo.

The reorganization—In the fall a general meeting was called of many ministers
and leaders of the church to consider a reorganization of the body patterning it
more in accordance with the Bible organization. The meeting was called to
convene at Salem, W, Va., on November 4, 1933. Ministers and local elders of
congregations in many parts of the world were invited to attend or submit names
of ministers favoring the reorganization policy, and consequently there were 145
names submitted together with the company assembled. These names were used
in choosing officers, respectively, for the different offices according to the Scrip-
tural organization. There were 12 men chosen as spiritual leaders, known as
apostles (I Cor. 12: 28), and 70 for the elders, and then 7 business stewards
(Acts 6: 1 to 6).

Tt was unanimously voted at this gathering to move our world headquarters to
Jerusalem, Palesting, and all foreign fields to consider this the world headquarters,
as a work had previously been started at Jerusalem.

DOCTRINE

The doetrine of this body shall in all cases be aceording to the Holy Bible, and
inasmuch as the Seriptures clearly teach the following points of doctrine, the
same are listed as essentials of our faith: The Bible is inspired as no other writing
is, and is complete, infallible, and expresses God’s will to man; Jehovah alone is
God, the Creator of the heaven, earth, the sea, and all therecin; Jesus of Nazareth
was the only begotten Son of God, conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, and is our Lord, Savior, and Redeemer; Jesus proved his Messiahship
by remaining in the tomb exactly 3 days and 3 nights, rising in the end of the
Sabbath; the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, which abides in the believer; Satan
is & personality and is an adversary of God and the children of God; man was
created perfect originally, but through disobedience fell, bringing imperfection,
death, and God’s wrath upon mankind; the Christian’s life must be patterned
after the example of the perfect man Christ Jesus; the inspired Bible name for
God’s called out assembly is the ““Church of God”; the apostolic organization and
government is the only one taught in the Bible for the Church of God; experi-
mental religion, or religion personally experienced by the one regenerated by its
power, is the only safe one to trust in; repentance must be preached; conversion
is essential to salvation; sanctification is commanded for the pecple of God;
immersion is for the remission of sins; there is efficacy in the prayer of the right-
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eous; prayer and anointing will save the sick; laying on of hands is to be practiced;
the Lord’s Supper is to be observed anunually, on the beginning of the Passover,
the 14th of Nisan, and after the example of Jesus; we ought to wash one another’s
feet; we should observe the seventh day of the week, from even to even, as the
Sabbath of the Lord; the paying of the tithe of all increase is a continued obliga-
tion; all earnal warfare, and the participation therein, is condemned; the law of
the clean and unclean is still to be observed in this age; the habitual use of intoxi-
cating liquors, alcoholie stimulants, narcoties, tobacco, and any habit-forming

drug, is condemned; the perfection and continuality of the law of God, the Ten’

Commandments, should be taught; sin is the transgression of the law; justifica-
tion from sin is through Christ alone; the return of Jesus Christ will be literal,
visible, personal, and Is imminent; the throne of David will be established at
Jerusalem in the person of Jesus Christ; the institution of the kingdom of heaven
is at the return of Jesus; judgment is upon the house of God during the gospel
age: the righteous are resurrected and rewarded at the coming of Jesus; the meek
shall inherit the earth and dwell therein forever; there shall be a final regather-
ing of the dispersed nation of fleshly Israel; the dead are unconacious; the wicked
dead are resurrected to final judgment, and not to probation; the wicked are
eternally destroyed; the third angel’s message is a present-day message, and will
continue fo the advent of Jesus; and the seven last plagues are literal, and fall
at the termination of this gospel age.

ORGANIZATION

This body retains the apostolic form of the primitive church and consists of:
The Twelve, The Seventy, The Seven, the elders, the overseers, the helpers, and
the disciples, .

The Twelve have the oversight over the body of believers as a whole; The
Seventy give themselves to the evangelistic ministry of the Word; The Seven
have general oversight and management of the business of the church; the elders
give themselves to the ministry of the Word and to prayers; the overseer under
the supervision of The Twelve has general care over the church as a whole and
has assistant overseers to care for the affairs of the church in States, territories,
or various countries, as the need may require; the helpers give themselves to the
advancement of the work and the truth, as the Lord has given them talents and
opportunities; and the disic.iplea give themselves wholly into the Lord’s hands
to use as He will.
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STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the (Tomlinson) Church of God for the year 1936
is presented in table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rursl territory. These statistics were compiled from schedules sent
directly to the Bureau by the pastor or clerk of the individual churches and the
data relate to these churches only.

The membership of this denomination consists of persons who accept the Bible
as the Word of God and promise to follow the discipline of the ehurch.

This body was not reported prior to 1936, hence no comparative data are
available.

TaBLE 1,—SuMMARY oF Srvaristics For CrURCEES 1IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, 1936

PERCENT 10F
Inurban | Inrural TOTAL
IPEM Total territory territory
Urbar | Rural
Churches (local organizations), number. ... 441 142 209 32,2 67.8
Members, NUMDer oo cacve e 18, 351 7,758 10, 592 42,3 87.7
Average membership per chureh. ..o 42 55 21 J S I
Mombership by sex:
Male. oo 6, 061 2,635 3,526 | - 418 88. 2
Female. .o 12, 140 5,184 6, 966 42,7 57.3
Bex not reperted_ ... ... 150 40 110 28,7 3.3
Males per 100 females 49.9 48,9 50T fememmanfees -
Membership by age:
Under 13 years. 823 505 318 | 6l.4 38.6
13 years And OVer. .. ccamwmecameommeancaen 17, 508 7,234 10, 274 413 887
Age not reported.. ... . 20 20
Percent under 13 years? . cceowecuoeo- 4.5 6.5 2K R PR
Church edifices, NUMbEr. .. .o \emoecmcsncacmmenn 239 77 162 32.2 67.8
Value—number reporting i 226 73 153 3.3 67.7
Amount reported . e eewe el $410, 550 $207, 503 $203, 056 50.5 49.5
Constructed prior t0 1086 e ow-. $376, 648 $180, 552 $196, 096 47.9 62.1
Constructed, wholly or in par, in 1938. $33, 011 $26, 951 56, 960 79.5 20.5
Average value per church $1,817 32,843 $L, 827 |escmee o eimeenne
Debt—number.reporting. ___ 68 i - T S NN PO
Amount reported. - .. ooeoocooeee e $104, 220 $39, 7356 $64, 404 381 61.0
Numbor reporting “no debt”. oo cmcomecmmnman 112 26 86 23.2 76.8
Parsonages, NUMDOr- ..o o oo e mem oo 51 20 [N 5 T (S .
Value—number reporting. 40 16 P2 20 R I
Amount reported. - cenan $41, 400 $19, 660 $21, 750 47.5 52.5
Expenditures:
CHurches reporting, number..e--v.oecoceeenn- 301 127 2064 32.5 67.5
Amount reported_ . oo $179, 268 $97, 388 481, 830 54,3 45.7
Pastors’ salarfes . oo eccccemee $86, 143 %45, 675 $40, 468 53,0 47.0
All other Saarfes. . eoevwoercmceeamonaennane $7,472 4,620 $2, 843 62,0 38.0
1lj»epairs %md imﬁ)rm;lenéeﬁgs-_-.l. i $12, 961 $8, 164 34, 767 63.2 36.8
ayment on church debt, excluding in-
fee e e $17, 362 $8, 308 $8,004 | 48.4 51.6
other current expenses, including in-
terest . ... penses, e $10, 840 $12, 714 $7,120 | 641 35.9
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, cte- - 43,684 $2, 764 $020 75.0 25.0
Home missions 37, 569 $2, 944 $4, 625 38.9 6L 1
Forelgn missions. .oooooooceeoveceaeann. $6, 017 $2,981 $3, 036 4.6 50.5
T general headquarters for distribution. . $11, 301 $5, 517 $6, 784 48.8 51.2
All other purposes . $6, 919 $3, 572 $3,347 | 5L6 48.4
Average expenditure per churoh. .. .occwweoan $458 $767 2314 [ PR PSR
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, nUMbEL-creevemeraeccnn 352 118 234 33.5 66.5
Officers and teachers. . ... 2, 636 . 1,008 | 1, 630 30,7 60.3
BeHOIAIS. e s e e 17,083 7,810 9,273 45.7 54,3
! Percent not shown where base is less than 100. ' ' '
7.? Based on memboership with age classification reported. 97
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TapLE L.—SuMMarRy oF Srtamistics ror CHURcHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
Terrrrory, 1986—Continued

PERCENT lOF
In urban | Inrural TOTAL
IZEM Total territory | territory |——————
Urban | Rural
Summer vacation Bible schools:
Churches reporting, number. . oo .o 5 3 225 RS, RO
Officers and teachers 24 15 [N P
Scholars. . . - 164 122 42 74.4 25.6
Weekday religious schools:
Churehes reporting, number 11 3 8 [ammmmrre fermmnam
Officers and teachors. . e ocoooaoaos 38 13 1 R I
Scholars.__ 240 44 196 18.3 81,7
Parochial schaols:
Churches reporting, Tumher. cocovooecemva- — 1 1
Officers and feashers - oo ooomcmammmaen 1 1
Scholars..... - ——-- 4 4

1 Percent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 present the statistics for 1936 for the
(Tomlinson) Church of God by States. Table 2 gives for each State the number
and membership of the churches classified aceording to their location in urban or
rural territory, and membership classified by sex. Table 3 gives the number and
membership of the churches, the membership classified as ‘“under 13 years
of 'age’ and ‘13 years of age and over,” and data for Sunday .schools.
Table 4 shows the value of churches and parsonages and the amount of debt on
church edifices. Table 5 presents the church expenditures, showing separately
current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing
the financial statistics of any individual church, separate presentation in tables 4
and 5 is limited to those States in which three or more churches reported value
and expenditures.

Tasre 2,—NuMBER AND MEMBERSEIP oF CHURCHBES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, AND MEMeERsSHIP BY SEX, BY STaTEs, 1036

NUMBER OF

CHURCHES NUMBER OF }IEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY SEX
GEOQGRAPHIC DIVISION
AND STATE
Sex | Males
To- || Ur- | Ru- Fe-
Total || Urban | Rural | Male : | not re- | per 100
tal ban | ral male ported |females!
United States....__ 441 142 | 289 | 18,351 7,769 | 10,502 | 6,081 | 12,140 150 49,9
MIDDLE ATLANTIC
New York. oo 4 2 2| 1,455 24| 1,431 608
New Jersey..-vcmnux 1 | O 14 14 e
Pennsylvania..__._. 9 1 8 337 39 298 126
T st NoRTH CENTRAL:
Ohio..._ - 6 5 282 248 07
Indiana._. 7 5 281 258 101
4 4 185 185 46
1 1 45 46 22
3 3 129 129 B3
2 61 61 26
3 100 (] 100 {eenon.a- 24
18 509 481 223
2 38 38 21
4 71 71 33
3 04 94 |eeemnn 32
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Maryland.... 1 b P 50 11 O 15 120 (R ER——
Virginia.. waaal 38 8 30 1,205 411 794 334 270 I 38.3

! Ratio not shown where humber of females is less than 100,
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TasLe 2.—NuMBER AND MnmMpErsHEIP oF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, AND MumsrrsHir BY Smx, BY Stares, 1036—Continued

NUMBER OF "
CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY SEX
GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION -
AND STATE
To- || Ur- | Ru- Fe. | Sex | Males
Total || Urban | Rural | Male not re- | per 100
tal |{ ban | ral male ported |femalest
Soura ArLanTIc—Con.
West Virginia..._... 15 2 13 440 41 399 90 274 76 32.8
North Carolina. .- 38 18 20 1,171 628 543 345 794 32 43.5
South Caroling. - 8 5 3 767 715 52 238 520 | .. 45.0
Georgla_._.. 44 18 26 | 2,045 1,218 826 672 | 1,378 48.9
Florida. . cvcanmuccan 18 8 10 696 445 251 238 463 50,3
EasT SOUTH ORNTRAL!
Kontucky-- 37 8 20| 1,878 825 | 1,063 612 | 1,264 2 48,4
Tennesses.. 40 10 301 2,172 1,071 | 1,101 716 | 1,457 49,1
Alabsma.. 15 5 10 497 183 31'¢ 152 44,1
Mississippi- -ceaeene 32 6 26| 1,200 11§ 1,089 409 Bl.7
‘WEsT SoutH CENTRAL:
Arkansas. .- AU | — 20 384 1 vmam 384 117 267 | 43.8
Louisiana. 6 3 3 226 119 107 65 121 40 53.7
Oklahoma 12 5 7 513 211 302 151 362 |ooee e 41,7
NG . S, 26 4 22 627 76 5561 210 417 |occnenn 50,4
MOUNTAIN: .
Idaho.... 2 2 L1101 —— 34 11
Wyoming...ceeee U1 | P 11 830 1ocoooaanm 330 116
Colorado.... 3 [ 265 265 |cammanen 90
New Mexico 3 2 1 44 30 5 20
Arizon8..cceceaccnan 2 1 1 24 7 17 4
PaAciric:
Oregon. —uavuraemenn 1 | S 7 PN, 1 [ 2 PR S
Californig..eeeeeeaan 2 30 PO— 85 -1 70 [—— 36 Z:C: N RN (R

1 Ratio not shown where number of females is Jess than 100,

Tapip 3.—Numeer avp MempErsare or CHURcEHES, MEMBERSHIP BY AGE,
AND SUNDAY ScHOOLS, BY Srtarms, 1936

MEMBERSHIF BY AGE SUNDAY SCHOOLS
GEOGRAPEIC DIVISION Total ﬁ;m;
numberof| f¢ ) 13 Age not|Percent Officers
AND STATE churches nég?;- Uader a}];(gtrs grefw undaer Churches ﬂllgd Schol-
13years) guer | ported | 131 |*°POTHDE |repohers| 8TS
TUnited States..... 441 | 18,361 828 | 17, 508 20 4.5 852 | 2,636 17,083
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York.. 4] 1,455 12| 1,443 3 18 125
New Jersey. 1 T3 | 14 1 4 11
Pennsylvania. N 9 337 23 314 9 71 420
EAsT NORTH CENTRAL.
Ohio.... [4] 282 7 6 58 364
Indiana 7 281 38 4 28 840
Tllinois. 4 185 1 2 17 140
Michiga: 1 45 1 1 8 45
‘Wisconsin.. 3 129 12 3 20 70
WesT NORTH CENTRAL.
Minnesoia. 2 61 {171 ORI RIS 2 11 a3
3 100 7 03 |- 7.0 3 20 151
18 599 20 71 N N 3.3 13 102 842
2 88 ||ceeae- 12 30 PRI PR 2 10 70
South Dakots....-..- 4 71 6 47530 PR PR 3 19 890
Nebraska. . _cooceew 3 7 | IR— [T I I 3 18 88
BOUTE ATLANTIC!
Maryland.__.. 1 [ | 1 8f
Virginia..__ 38 | 1,205 40 32 221 1,795
West Virginia.. 15 440 15 10 [i5] 407
North Carolina..... 3| L1711 35 31 225 1, 450
South Carolina. ... 8 767 31 (i 58 010
Georgifi. ... 44 | 2,045 132 36 274 1,822
Florida, o oemecun 18 696 4 16 124 708

1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base is less than 100,
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Tapre 3.—NumBER AND MEvpmrsEi? oF CHURCHES, MEMBERSHIF BY AcH,
AND SUNDAY ScmoOLs, BY Statks, 19836—Continued

MEMBERSIIP BY AGE SUNDAY SCHOOLS
Tota1 | Num.
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION |/ oot or ber of of
ARD STATE churches ’Il‘)g’;‘;' ‘Under lsasl?grs Aggezmt P&a;g%!;t Churches mfgrs Schol-
18yearsl coor | ported | 131 |TePOTHRE|pencners BTS
EasT SourH CENTRAL
Kentueky.aecemnne 37| 1,878 176 | 1,702 fooeeo- 9.4 26 178 1,488
Tennesses ... 40 | 2,172 55 | 2,007 20 2.6 38 282 1,089
Alabama____ 15 407 15 482 |oeaa 3.0 8 G656
Missiasippi 321 1,200 39 1,161 |- 3.3 25 158 880
WEsT SOUTA CENTRAL;
Arkansas_........ 20 384 20 304 15 100 425
Louisiana. 6 226 3 223 33 191
Oklahoma. 12 513 8 505 10 72 442
NG 4T T, 26 827 a1 596 20 120 620
MOUNTAIN:
DI [:Y: T R 2 LT | I 34 2 18 59
‘Wyoming. 11 330 23 807 9 60 260
Colorado____ 3 2686 65 200 2 28 350
New Mexic0.cano-- 3 44 1 43 2 12 60
Arizona_.._... ——— 2 24 1 23 1 7 42
Paoric:
Cregon..ocvcccemean 1 7 2 17 SR VRSO PRI RO I .
California.....cimee- 2 85 2 83 oo fermanas 2 14 85

| Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base Is less than 100,

TABLE 4.—VaLuE o CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES AND AMOUNT or CHURCH
Desr BY STATES, 1936

{Separate presentation is Hmited to States having 8 or more churches reporting value of edifices]

VALUE OF CHURCH | DEBT ON CHURCH VALUE OF
) Total | Num- EDIFICES EDIFICES PARIONAGES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | number | ber of
AND STATE h oih cé:i%rch Church : Ohureh Ghurch
churches |edifices hurches urches urches
reporting | ATOUBH 1o norting Amount{ o ting Amount
TUnited States.._..._ 441 239/ 228 18410, 550 68 (3104, 229 40 | 841,400
MIDDLE ATLANTIO!
Pennsylvania_ .______ I 4 4 &, 200 2 863 1 0]
WEST NORTH CENTRAL:
Missouri oo 18 8 8 3, 650 2 [1: 3] PN I,
SOUTH ATLANTIC ’
Virginia____ 38 22 22 | 21,575 3 F 141 O P
North Carolina. 38 19 19 | 21,776 9 2,477 3 3, 060
South Carolina 4 4| 29 500 2| 2005 2| @
Georgia_ 44 35 34 | 30,578 11 8,364 9 16, 500
Florida. _. 18 13 13 19, 700 3 991 4 4,450
EAsT SoUTH CENTRAL:
Kentucky. 37 20 19 | 19,591 3 1,718 |accmcccecmcccana
Tennesseg 40 25 221 48,402 81 17, 246 5 1,300
Alabama._ 18 8 7 , 425 1 812 1
Mississippi. 32 22 20 9,325 1 150 1 ¢
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: :
Arkansas. 20 10 81 1,295 19 2 !
Louisiana 6 4 4 2,700 | cammeccmcn|cmmancaan 1 L
Oklahoma 12 7 7 , 000 3 804 4 1,150
Texas. . 28 9 ol 3o 2 388 il @
MOUNTAIN:
Wyoming 11 9 8| 11,280 5 1,720 1 (O]
Other States..cnaoe-- ae 20 218 { 170,308 12| 68,730 5 14,950
3

1 Amount included in figures for “Qther States,” to avoid disclosing the statistics of any individual church,

? Includes 2 churches in each of the following States—New York, Indiana, Ilinois, West Virginia, and
Colorado; and 1 in each of the fellowing—Ohio, Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, Maryland,
Idaho, and Arizona,
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TABLE B.fCHURCH EXPENDITURES BY StaTms, 1936
[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting)
EXPENDITURES
Total
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND STATE num{ber Repairs
chuvches || Churches| Total || Pastors’ | Al other | and ir-
reporting | amount || salarles | salaries | prove-
ments
United States. - 441 301 | 8179,2688 || 886,143 87,472 $12, 081
MIDDLE ATLANTIO
NoW Y OrK e 4 3 7,335 L7 10
9 9 4,037 2,364 166 115
4] § 4,739 1,741 [:38 1 (R
7 5 2, 518 808 80 57
4 4 3,708 2,250 11 300
3 3 [i7: 0 | (R PR 87
3 558 162 |occeemae- 25
i i 18 18 4,679 2, 556 55 139
South Dakota 4 4 8 508 34 40
SouUTH ATLANTIC:
Virgin e oo 38 37 15,138 8, 659 204 1,025
West Virginia_. - 15 11 2,728 1,188 80 60
North Carolina. - 38 34 13, 550 7,148 573 1,579
South Carolina. - 8 16,894 6,465 340 567
. Georgia..-.. n— 44 41 20,821 12, 636 882 519
Florida.- - 18 15 11,328 5, 086 1,652 2,418
EAST SouTH CENTRAL:
Kentucky.- .- 37 33 10, 521 5,308 449 1,131
Tennessee . 40 37 19,736 9, 600 973 1,623
Alabama. . 15 12 3,36 1,018 |cccacaaaan 348
Mississippi 32 27 6, 005 3,019 86 975
‘Wrsr Soura OENTRAL:
Arkansa 20 15 1,996 640 43 230
LomiSiaNe a v eceecmcmmancmar 6 5 1,142 565 111 145
Oklahoma ... 12 12 3,766 2,817 75 40
P OXAB - v amcemcmmemmmmcac e mm s m 26 21 6,960 , 044 97
MOUNTAIN:
A3 1) 11—, 11 10 4,734 2,776 162 150
New Mexico. .o nwewwnun [, 3 3 4 B T2 [ IR [,
Other States — 20 118 12,192 6,145 800 1,211

t Includes 2 churches in each of the. following States—Minnesota, North Dakots

Nebragka, Idaho,

Colorado, Arizona, and California; and 1 in each of the following—New Jersey, Michfgan, Maryland, and

Oregon,
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TABLE B.—CrURcE EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 1936—Continued

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting]

EXPENDITURES—Continued
GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION AND Payltlnen};] Oi;hert Local o
STATE on church| curren ocal re- | roo | Forelen 0 gan- | Ay} pinan
debt, cx- | expenses | el and 0 ED © aral head-
eluding |including] charity | Tisstons | missions | o, g | DUrDOSeS
interest | interest
United States._.______._.. 817,362 | §19,840 $3, 684 87, 469 $6,017 | 911,301 38,918
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New York 8, 000 3,223 100 280 280 351
Pennsylvania. . ......._. 452 253 12 166 122 313 04
EasT NORTH CENTRAL:
(0177, T R 1,488 [ 236 178 350 227
Indiang. oo 1,848 |- 23 23 170 10
Illinois... 75 564 10 210 16 121 . 49
Wisconsin. oo aacaaen 140 |oocmeoenn 1587 5 143 23
West NorTH CENTRAL;
JOWR oo oo 38 182 |- 30 30 31 120
Missouri--.. - 536 444 2 229 230 359 129
South Dakofo....... oo 78 54 [ 65 37 27 2
SOUTE ATLANTIC! .
Virginia.._ 397 1,074 200 892 526 1,213 856
West Virgin 630 304 5 75 84 207 113
North Carolina .. 1, 750 910 158 240 228 544 411
South Carolina. 1, 050 2,337 1,325 as7 1,171 1,308 1,014
Georgia. .- 2, 708 1,054 911
Floride oo 267 1,003 114 08 78 314 303
Xasr BourH CENTRAL:
Kentueky e oo ocaaeees 99 774 200 782 326 933 459
Tennessee 1,860 1,874 212 546 531 1,324 1,203
Alabama.. 78 53 39 140 68 41
MissisSIPPams oo e e 55 42 36 537 379 543 325
WEST SoutH CENTRAL:
ArTkansas. oo 226 04 70 211 217 127 128
Louisiana. P . 20 14 32 82 80 35
Oklahoma, - 405 186 80 118 128 209 138
B 1,375 572 123 592 114 826 209
MOUNTAIN:
Wyoming. ..o ooeoceaea. 538 33 64 876 186 307 142
New MexXieo. .o onmecoamoofmacaees a6 [ 4 28 41 193
Other S18t68. oo uoaennn 555 1, 460 354 284 351 617 355
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION*
HISTORY AND DOCTRINE

To distinguish this Church of God from others of a similar name it has been
the custom of this body to add the name of the general overseer to the title,
thus—(Tomlinson) Church of God. The name of the general overseer is no part of
the name of the church and the name of the church remains as the Bible gives
it—Chureh of God.

There are no creeds connected with the (Tomlinson) Church of Goad, but only
the whole Bible, rightly divided, with the New Testament as the only rule of
faith and practice. This principle was followed until the year 1922, when a
division oceurred in the Church of God as a result of an attempt to abrogate the
constitution which had been adopted in 1921. This division was very grievous
to all concerned, and loyal members discarded the constitution and continued
with the original principles and government. Since that time the growth of
the body holding to the original doectrine, faith, and practice has been quite
healthy and successful.

ORGANIZATION

A General Assembly was called in 1906 to. correspond with the early Church
Agsembly at Jerusalem., It has been the practice to hold an annual assembly
and feast ever since that time. These feasts, which continue for 7 days, are
held in Cleveland, Tenn., and many members from foreign countries attend, as
well as persons from nearly every State in the United States.

According to the latest estimates there are 177 bishops, 163 deacons, 707 male
evangelists, and 467 female evangelists, and approximately 1,000 lacal churches.

The purpose of this organization is the spread of the glorious gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, to every ereature in the whole wide world, and fulfill the
prophecies of Seripture for the last days, and make special preparation for the
return of the same Christ who went away while His followers watched as He
ascended. Then will come the fulfillment of the story of the angels who sang
at His birth—“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men,” Luke 2: 14,

1 This statement was prepared from information furnished by A. J. Tomlinson, general overseer, ("T'om-
linson) Church of God, Cleveland, Tenn.

O
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