PRISONERS

(9)



PRISONERS.

By Joux Koren, Expert Special Agont.

INTRODUCTION.

Methods of investigation.—At each census from 1850
to 1890 the returns of inmates of prisons were secured
by the enumerators of the general population, and the
statistics were of necessity restricted to facts concern-
ing persons found in the prisons on a fixed date. The
act establishing the permanent Census Bureau states
expressly that the collection of statistics of the special
classes, among which prisoners are included, may not
be undertaken until after the completion of the statis-
ties of agriculture and manufactures. Therefore the
present investigation could not be begun until three
years after the enumeration of the general population,
and had to be accomplished without the aid of the
usual census enumerators. In most instances prison
officials served as enumerators under paid appoint-
ments as special agents of the Bureau of the Census.
The results of this experiment proved satisfactory so
far as the major prisons were concerned. It was a
much more difficult task, however, to obtain adequate
returns from the numerous minor institutions serving
as prisons. Competent enumerators were not always
procurable; many so-called prisons were found upon
examination to be merely places for the detention of
accused persons pending their trial; and many others
reported at the time of the preliminary inquiry that no
prisoners were in confinement. Under the adopted plan
of investigation a large number of the municipal in-
stitutions that were utilized only for the retention of
prisoners awaiting trial and a number of prisons reported
to be without inmates were eliminated. Some prisons,
mostly of & minor order, whose inmates should have
been accounted for in the present returns have been
omitted because the facts for them could not be se-
cured either by special enumerators appointed for the
work or Dy special agents of the Bureau of the Census.
The number of such institutions in proportion to the
number of prisons of all kinds is smaller at the pres-
ent census than at that of 1890. The number of sen-
tenced prisoners omitted from the enumeration be-
cause certain small institutions could not be reached
was wholly unimportant. '

Scope of inquiry.—Of far greater moment than any
possible omission of prisoners who should have been
counted was the deliberate exclusion from the present
report of certain groups of inmates of prisons who were
given a place in the returns of preceding censuses.
The census of 1890 included thousands of persons not
under sentence, most of whom were detained for trial,
although some were merely held as witnesses in crimi-
nal cases, while others had been placed in prison for
safe-keeping because of insanity, and a few were simply
fraudulent debtors. The reasons for not classifying
persons awaiting trial or held as witnesses, or the in-
sane, or other similar groups, with sentenced prisoners
are perhaps too obvious to require explanation.

The census of 1890, as well as that of 1880, included,
moreover, other groups of prison inmates which it has
seemed proper to exclude from the present enumera-
tion. One such group included the prisoners who had
been sentenced to pay fines only, but were committed
to prison for nonpayment of them. The returns of
1890 accounted for more than 3,000 of this class.
Although it appeared highly improbable that under
the methods of enumeration correct statistics could be
obtained for individual prisoners of this class, yet it
was hoped that the number of such persons could be
learned. The omission from the individual personal
statistics of the data concerning persons committed to
prison in order to serve out a fine was believed to be
“justified by the fact that the number of persons who
are released after imposition of a fine by the payment
thereof is an unknown quantity which it is impossible
to determine.”?

Another group of offenders enumerated at the census
of 1890, but not included in the present report, were
the inmates of military and naval prisons. It was
found that enlisted men who commit crimes for which
ag civilians they would be amenable to the civil law
and subject to incarceration in state penal institutions,
are, upon conviction, turned over to the civil authori-
ties, so that the records of such persons are furnished
to the Bureau of the Census through the returns from
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the civil prisons.
mitted offenses which, under the civil law, would be

classed as misdemeanors, are frequently confined in .

the military and naval prisons, the sentences imposed
upon them are determined largely by the relation of
the offense to military discipline, and not so much by
its gravity as viewed by civil authorities. Further-
more, the great majority of persons confined in the
military prisons are guilty of breaches of military dis-
cipline, for which no corresponding offenses exist in
civil life.  For these reasons it was the opinion of high
officials of the Army and Navy that persons confined
in military prisons should be omitted altogether from
the enumeration. By this omission an insignificant
number of persons sentenced for offenses which
have a parallel in civil life were excluded. On the
other hand, the confusion is avoided which would arise
from grouping with the general mass of prisoners the
considerable class of persons whose actions do not prop-
erly come within the realm of lawbreaking, as under-
stood in civil law.

Convicted persons who were subsequently trans-
ferred as insane to general hospitals for the insane or to
special asylums for the criminal insane were enumer-
ated among prisoners in 1890, but have been omitted
in the present inquiry. The records of all such insane
were incorporated in the recently published special
report on the insane.

Infants under 10 years of age were not counted
among prisoners, because when they are found in penal
institutions they are either neglected children awaiting
transfer to other institutions or infants accompanying
sentenced mothers.

In short, while preceding censuses included as pris-
oners all persons kept behind prison bars, the present
one was restricted to sane prisoners at least 10 years of
age confined on a term or indefinite sentence in civil
prisons and ‘the juvenile delinquents committed to
special institutions.

The principal schedule used in the investigation
called for a record of every prisoner committed on a
term or indefinite sentence to any penal institution
during the year 1904. The purpose was to show the
aggregate number of persons committed to prison for
crime during the year and to secure facts upon which
to base conclusions in regard to the importance of the
different classes of crime and also in regard to the fre-
quency of imprisonment in different localities and
among different elements of the population.

By making the commitments to prisons during a
given period, rather than the whole prison population of
afixed date, the real basis of the report,a marked depar-
ture was taken from hitherto established methods. It
was recognized, however, that such a departure was

fundamentally necessary to a correct view of the.

present day movement of the prison population.
Tabulations of the numbers found in prisons on a fixed
date without regard to the time when their imprison-
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Although prisoners who have com- | ment began will not show the actual growth or dimi-

nution in the prison population between any given
dates; and the deductions drawn from the personal
facts about prisoners lose significance when the
statistics relate alike to conviets who have ‘already
entered into previous enumerations and to the most
recent additions to the convicted eriminal class. On
the other hand, a separate record of the persons com-
mitted to prison during a given year furnishes a meas-
ure of the annual increment of the prison population
which may serve as a standard of comparison for the
future. Moreover, when the personal facts concern-
ing those who have been committed to prisons during
a given period are tabulated, it becomes possible to
differentiate the elements of population which at the
present time contribute most largely to the number of
prisoners and to state more definitely the relative fre-
quency of commitments in different localities. The
value of a record of commitments would he much
enhanced by a similar record of discharges. Too little
is known about the criminal who is returned to society
from the prisons.

While the weight of the investigation was placed
upon the commitments to prison, it seemed desirable
also to establish a connection between this and pre-
ceding reports with a view to possible comparisons.
Accordingly it was planned to secure a brief record of
all persons in confinement in penal institutions of all
grades on June 30, 1904, and thereby preserve, so far
as possible, & continuity of the statistics of prisoners.

A third schedule was designed to show the whole
number in each prison at the beginning of the year and
the numbers subsequently committed and discharged
in each quarter of the year. The purpose was to ascer-
tain the aggregate number of persons incarcerated in
twelve months, the shifting character of the population
as shown by the discharges, and the relation at certain
specified times of the number of sentenced prisoners
to the number of those awaiting trial.

The plan of investigation outlined was successfully
carried out, except in regard to the quarterly reports
intended to show the movement of population in
prisons. In many instances it was found impossible to
secure quarterly reports and in other instances the
returns received were either too fragmentary to be
available or else too inconsistent with previous returns.
Further efforts in this direction had to be abandoned
as exceeding the limitations of an investigation carried
on by the correspondence method. Although the
investigation thus became less comprehensive than
was anticipated, it met the general requirements of a
census of prisoners to a greater extent than any pre-
ceding investigation.

It must always be borne in mind, however, that

.prison statistics, no matter how complete and how

intelligently arranged, can serve only as a superficial
means of gauging the crime movement, since they do
not account for the many who, although adjudged
guilty of crime, have escaped the penalty of imprison-
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ment by the payment of a fine, by the suspension of
sentence, or by some other form of leniency. The per-
sons sentenced to prison perhaps form the largest part
of the element entering into the general crime move-
ment, although this is not a clearly established fact.
Imprisonment as a penalty for minor offenses is heing
supplanted more and more by reformative measures.
Thousands who formerly would have been sent to
prisons are now placed on probation or are dealt with
by othér means than imprisonment. Even where a
formal probation system has not been established the
tendency is away from imprisonment gs the one penalty
for offenses of all kinds.  Particularly is this true in the
case of juvenile delinquents, who a decade ago formed a
not unimportant part of the general prison population,
but are now more and more disappearing from it.
These factors are sufficient not only to destroy in a
notable degree the comparability of the returns with
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those of previous censuses, but also to render the
statistics of prisoners less and less valuable as a means
of measuring the visible erime movement. What the
whole crime movement is can be disclosed solely by
facts drawn from the records of grand juries and of the
eriminal courts, supplemented by police returns. At
the present time the primary value of prison statistics
lies in the personal facts supplied in regard to the
individual criminal and in the information about the
varied use of imprisonment as a means of repressing
crime.

The juvenile delinquents confined in special institu-
tions have been enumerated separately. They com-
prise persons of both sexes sentenced by the courts to
institutions designed solely for the reception of juvenile
offenders. Young offenders sentenced to reformatories
for adults, which in some instances receive hoys of 15
years of age, are included among prisoners.

PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904.

The following tabular statement shows, by classes,

the number of prisons in which prisoners were enu- |

merated on June 30, 1904:

 Number of
institutions,
—_— . - : continental
CLASS OF INSTITUTION. United
States, June
30, 1004,

1,837

B 1 ¥ SN P
United Statescivilprisons. ... .ooonoo i o 4
State prisons and state and county penitentiaries........._....... 67
Reformatories for adults. ..o momomom 14
County jails and workhouses. ... cceemmiorioniiiriaaiinaas 1,181

Municipal prisons and workhouses. ... PR 71

Being restricted to civil institutions containing per-
sons actually sentenced or crime, the returns for the
census of 1904 embrace a somewhat smaller number
of prisons than those for the census of 1890, which, as
already indicated, included all institutions in which
persons were detained, whether for an offense com-
mitted or for other reasons,

The 1,337 prisons contained on June 30, 1904, a total
of 81,772 inmates. Table 1 shows the per cent dis-
tribution of these prisoners, by classes of prisons, for
the main geographic divisions.

TasLe I.—Per cent distribution, by class of institution, of prisoncrs
enumerated, June 30, 1904, for main geographic divisions.

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS
ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904,

CLASS OF INSTITUTION. . North South - [y
Contl- | {\ian- - Atlan- {\Im'thI South ; West-
nentall = p, tic | Central Centrai, emn
United . 37, givi. | Givi- | divi- | divie
Stm;eﬁ.;1 sion. | sion. : sion. % sion. | sion,

; ! | !
N e - ' i ‘
All ingtitutions......... 100.0 i 100.0 , 100.0 { 109.0 | 100.0 ! 100.0
State prisons and state and i i . : |
county penitentiaries ... _. 65.2 1 459 0.6 621 Bl.8 i 782
Reformatories for adults...... 8ol 1a5 ... TSI
County jails and workhouses..| 2.7 383 17. 4 46| Wwo| 140
Municipal prisons and work- ! ; : . 1
houses ..c.eiiiiiiniiaiaL. 3.3 0.2 3.01 89 “ L3 | 2.8
] ] i !

1t Includes United States civil prisons,

The wide variations shown in the percentage of
inmates found in the different classes of prisons are’
due partly to the variety of prison systems within the
geographic divisions. The absence of reformatories
for adults in the South Atlantie, South Central, and
Western divisions naturally results in larger per-
centages for the state prisons and penitentiaries.
Again, extensive systems of county workhouses, such
as obtain in the North Atlantic states, help to dimin-
ish the population that otherwise would be confined
in state institutions. Statutory regulations as to
offenses for which persons may be sent to state pris-
ons also influence the distribution of inmates. Table
I is therefore simply illustrative of the extent to which
the different kinds of prisons are used as places of
incarceration, and gives but an imperfect indication
of the kind of criminals confined in them.

Ratio of prisoners to population.—On June 30, 1904,
the persons recorded as inmates of prisons pumbered
81,772, or 100.6 per 100,000 of estimated population.
The absolute number of prisoners returned at the
census of June 1, 1890, was slightly larger, namely,
82,329, or 131.5 per 100,000 of the population. But
as already stated, the census of 1890 included among
prisoners some groups which have purposely been
excluded from the present report. These groups, and
the numbers in each, are as follows:

N PO O 15,526
Prisoners not undergentence........coocoooi e 10,120
Imprisoned for nonpayment of fine... ... .. ... ..... 3,691
In military and naval prisons...o.coovoii oo iilLls 794
Insane prisoners in hospitals and asylums............ ... .. 901
Inmates of prisons under 5 years of age. ........ ... ... .. 20

When this number is deducted from the total

returned at the census of 1890 it is apparent that
66,803 sane persons at least 5 vears of age were serv-
ing sentences as prisoners in that year in civil prisons,
which is equivalent to a ratio of 106.7 per 100,000
of the population. The figures indicate, therefore, an
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actual decrease since the last enumeration in the num- |
ber of sentenced prisoners in proportion to the popu- |
lation. Yet the diminished ratio of prisoners in 1904,
as compared with 1890, dees not indicate a diminished
tendency toward crime, but simply a decrease in the
number of cases in which eriminals were sentenced
to imprisonment.

The tables in the Census report on prisoners for 1890
do not show the distribution by states of the 15,526
prisoners of the classes omitted in 1904. Since these

classes were included in 1890 but are omitted from the
present report, accurate comparisons by states of the
ratios to population at the two enumerations are out
of the question. Nevertheless a presentation by states
of the increase or decrease of prisoners per 100,000 of
population between the censuses of 1890 and 1904, as
shown in Table 1, possesses some significance, if, in
making comparisons, allowance be made for the
inclusion of the nonsentenced prisoners at the earlier
census and their exclusion at the later.

PapLe T1—-NUMBER AND RATIO OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED ON DATE OF CENSUS, FOR STATES AND TERRI-

TORIES: 1904 AND 1890. .
JUNE 30, 1004, JUKE 1, 1860. | INCREASE (+)OR!DE- RANK OF STATE,BY
| CREASE (—) OF || RATIO OF PRISON-
; i PRISONERS, 1840 to || ERS TO POPULA-
Prisoners. Prisoners. 1904, i TION.
STATE OR TERRITORY. | ; i
General pop- " N General pop- N § P
ulation.! p?ru;&‘f&”m ulation, g piruin(iz,g)ﬂ p?iu 1“(}5“0{)() i June 30, | June 1
N 4 ) 0 A N o - i v = Ry ]
Number.| 5’ opaia- Number.| 0o nita- | VI G popila- || 1904, 1800,
tion. tion. tion. |
Continental United SAtes..........oooivrenes %1,301,848 | 81,772 100.6 || 62,622,250 | £2,420 1315 557 =0.0 (e

North Atlantic division 22,552,017 | 27,380 1216 | 17,401,545 | 28,258 162. 4 —86 —40.8 |
MAIO . oo eireaeneanereemnanneeans . 708, (96 496 70.0 | 661,086 512 774 —16
New Hampshire, 004 416 97.7 | 476, 550 321 853 4 +95
Vermeont...... 5222 274 78.7 | 332, 422 200 60, 2 +74
Massachusetts. 3,036, 626 5,684 187.2 2,238,043 5,227 W35 | 4T
Rhode Istand. 462, 48 604 130. 6 345, 506 560 162.1 ¢ +44
Connecticut. .. 074,035 1,125 115. 4 746,258 1,026 137.5 +49
New York. 7,785,730 9,862 126.7 5,997,853 11,468 191.2 1 =1,

New Jersvy. . . 2,002,821 2,720 131.9 1,444,933 2,455 169.9 ; +265
PennsyIVANI . . coreiee e e aes i, 728,415 6,208 92.3 5,258,014 1,489 123.4 ¢ —-281

South Atiantic diviSion.. ... ..ceoiiceaiia... 11,000,017 | 11,150 100. 5 8,857,020 | 11,409 1288 —259
DICMAWHTE . Lo eremeeecememeneananaeens 101, 366 160 83.6 168, 493 139 82.5 | +21
Murvland . ....cocceceenaas 4 1,247,518 1,867 149.7 1,042, 390 1,502 14411 4365
District of Columbia P 208, 453 46 15. 4 230, 302 496 215.3 | —450
VATEINA . e remreeaeeeen 1,035,116 1,895 97.9 1,435, 480 2,000 120.8 | =105
West Virgina. 1,048, 83 1,139 109. 6 762,794 450 50.0 1 +tsY
North Carobni. 2 (i, 453 1,185 5.1 1,617,947 2,033 125711 —848
South Caraling 1,417, 30 1;045 73.7 1,151,148 1,184 102.9 ¢ —139
Georgis... 2,371,081 2,579 108.8 1,837,353 2,038 159.9 —354
Florida. s 584,533 1,234 211.1 301,422 6R7 170.4 | +367

North Central division. ..o ..ovviivneieaos 27,912,470 21,000 75.2 22,362,274 19,854 88.8 | +1,146
ORID - e eeeaeeaaas 4,355,676 3,363 77.2 3,672,316 1 a5
Indiana ... .....o..co.o.. 2,648, 786 2,138 80,7 2,102,404 +130
1iNneis. . .ooo.nn. it 5,927,423 3,180 0.8 3,820, 351 —756

MACTIEATL. e oo em e e am e eaaeas U] 1,695 78.8 2, 003, 839 —160
TWIKCONSHL. - o eeemnnnanes 2,999, 457 1,366 6L 5 1,186, 880 +248
METINCSOT . o eeaemene 1,031,514 1,067 55.2 1,301, 826 +2%

Towa . . 2,362,340 1,256 83.1 1,011,8% + 239

MSSONTE. o2 eeienanns . 3,281,214 2,793 85, 1 4679, 184 =804 20 31
North Dukot: . 371,478 203 34,6 182,719 +L.5 45 347
South 423,199 245 57.9 334, 808 +3.8 43 46
Nehr 1,067,736 319 45.6 1,088,910 ~14.4 47 4
Kans OO 1,487,804 2,876 193.3 1,437,008 +58.2 7 21

South Centraldivision. ..o 15,268,265 14,614 95.7 10,972,803 =309 e e
) ONCES U 1 T o, g 2,264,004 2,221 8.1 1, 868,685 ~15. 4 23 30
Tennesse 2,193,065 1,997 94.0 1,757,518 —44. 2 19
Alabarn - 1,057,445 2,048 105. 6 1,513,017 ~60 & 21 13

1onessue | 1o TLT 1,280, 600 5. 6
1,459,033 1,680 112.8 1,118, 587
1o igg, 750 4,504 133.2 2235, 53
. TEATR [eeemeeeanidececamcanecaflacccacenaanns
Oklatioma. . . . . 528,040 a3 45 61,534
PN TS T T U P 1,386,432 854 63.8 1,128,179 !

Westorn division. .. ..o.ooeem e eeanaeens L4210 7,619 wo.4|  3,00,013 | 6,724 M1 4895 ST 2 SO I
Montana. 284,330 a7 200. 8 132,159 432 5200 | +13 —~126.1 | ] 3
Wvoming. .. 104,773 230 219. 5 60, 705 74 121.9 | 4136 97 | 3 28
Colorado,......coooiiian -Bd1, 334 1,022 172.8 412,198 402 218, 8 +120 —44. 0 9 6
New Mexico.....s 200,614 265 126. 4 153,503 205 133.5 440 =711 16 22
Arizoni 137,006 318 232.0 §Y, 620 250 419.3 | 68 B 2 1
Utuh, 303,687 223 73.4 207,405 260 120.4 4 — 46 6.0 | 37 424
Nevad 42,335 129 304.7 45, 761 152 332.2 ‘;1 —23 .5} 1 2
Idaho ..o 191,670 166 102, 3 4,385 150 177.8 " +46 .5 ! 22 10
Washington. . - 583,792 a1t 156.0 340,390 452 129, 4 \‘\ 4459 6.6 10 424
OTCEON. . e eeeniananninnnnns 452,067 360 88.1 313, 767 440 140.2 | -4l 1] 23 18
CalifOFNY . 2 eevvne e orn s cecnerenmemeaaanans 1,505,981 1,253 210.2 1,208,130 3,308 i KA -4 1 5 4

il ) | i’

1 Bstimated.
2 South Carolina, Ilinois, and Michigan show & ratio of 102.9 each.

3 Towa and North Dakota show a ratio of 53.1 each.
« Utah and Washington show & ratio of 120.4 each.
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Twelve states show increased ratios of priso'ners to
100,000 of population. It must be assumed that
some, if not all, of these states returned in 1890 a
number of persons belonging to the groups which were
excluded in 1904, 'so that the present ratios are prob-
ably smaller than they would have been had such
groups been enumerated. The [ollowing states show
the most. notable increases in the ratio of prisoners
to population: Wyoming, 97.6; Kansas, 58.2; Waest
Virginia, 50.6; Florida, 40.7; and Washington, 26.6.
In each of these states, of course, a large increase has
oceurred in the actual number of prisoners. What
local causes may have governed it, or how far it may
be due to the greater completeness of the present
enumeration, is not known. In 20 of the 36 states
showing diminished ratios the actual number of pris-
oners was smaller in 1904 than in 1890; in the others
the number of prisoners has increased, but not in
proportion to the growth of the general population.
In New York the absolute number of prisoners dimin-
ished 1,606; in North Carolina, 848; in Illinois, 756;
in Arkansas, 589;in Tennessee, 454; in Alabama, 450;
in the Distriet of Columbia, 450; and in Georgia, 359.
No conclusions, however, can be based upon these
figures, since no means are at hand to determine how
far the changes are merely the results of the changes
in the scope of the inquiry.

A comparison of the ratios of prisoners in the various
states, as shown for 1904, places it beyond doubt that
such ratios furnish a most unreliable index of the
prevalence of crime. In the North Atlantic division,
for instance, a ratio of but 92.3 is shown for Pennsyl-
vania, as compared with 131.9 for the neighboring
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state of New Jersey, and 187.2 for Massachusetts.
Among the South Atlantic states the proportion of
prisoners to population was almost four times as large
in Florida as in North Carolina. In the South Central
division similar contrasts are furnished by the ratio
of 74.7 for Mississippl and 133.2 for Texas; and in
the Western division, gy 73.4 for Utah and 304.7 for
Nevada. As a guide to the relative frequency or
infrequency of criminal offenses these ratios by them-
selves are of doubtful value. A community with a
large number of prisoners in proportion to its popula-
tion may be far more law-abiding and orderly than
one with a low ratio. It is not merely a question of
how the laws are enfurced, hut what standards the
courts follow in imposing penalties, and what facilities
the community provides for confining a considerable
number of prisoners. In some states practically all
misdemeanors, whether first or second offenses, are
punished by fines; while in others a term sentence is
commonly imposed. Certain offenses also, such as
drunkenness and simple assault and battery, in some
states generally go unpunished, while in others they
help very materially to swell the prison population.

With the exception of Kansas the states of the
North Central division show comparatively slight varia-
tions in ratios; and this is clearly attributable to the
similarity between them in the enforcement of law in
court procedure, in prison systems, and in other
features.

Table 111, which is & summary of Table 2, distrib-
utes the prisoners enumerated on June 30, 1904, by
sex, color, nativity, and race, for main geographic
divisions.

TaBLe IIL—NUMERICAL DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904, CLASSIFIED BY SEX, (OLOR,

NATIVITY, AND RACE, FOR MA

.

IN GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

!

|

PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 80, 1804,

DIVISION AND SEX. } White. Colored.
Aggregate. i ; i I T ‘
E- i Total, 1| Native. i I']‘)’(’Elgn Unknown. | Total, . Negro. |Mongolian. Indian.
f ! ' 3 ‘ 1 ‘
] [—A | g o i ; 7

Continental United STAS. ... ..o e et SL,772 || 55,111 41,730 12,045 6 | 26,861 | 26,087 | 190 * 384
MAIES . 1w eeeeee e e eee e 0 00 || 62,2800 40,001 11,848 498 ) 24,080 | 24,426 189 - 374
Females......... 4,503 2,830 5 L% 1,007 8.1 1,672 1,661 | 1 10
North Atlantic. .. 27,380 || 24,340 | 16,363 | 7054 32 ; 3,040 3,010 | 15 15
Males........ ag.882 1| 29,103 15,170 | 6,004 29 | 2,880 1 o,661 15 13
Females... [ 000l g 2,507 || 2,15 1,193 960 30 351 I 340 e 2
South Atlantic. ... e i eiieaaacenaaa.. 11,130 | 2,858 ‘ 2,473 173 | 213 | 8,201 | B2 1 9

MAIBS . oo e 9,758 | 2,387 163 W08 [ AT 7,967 | 1]
Females. . 111U 10 86 10 5 514 | T T Feenennes
NOTER COMETAl. .. .o oo oot iee e 000 | 16,0031 13,57 5 D407 40 3 236
Males_... 90,361 | 16,205 | 13,362 4,006 | 3,83 | 3 231
Females. ... ... 1Ll lILIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIT 639 398 303, L 241 | 236 R 5
SOULR COmBrAl. -« oo oot ooeiaees e e eoceam e eeaeaeneanen 4,614 4,33 3,80 454! 5] - 10,275 || 10,260 G
MBS -« oo oo oo e 14,055 § 4,207 | 3,830 453 | 5 9,758 | 9,752 leennnn.. 6
FemaleS. .. e 459 42 4 a1 i ) S T 817 53 T D
WWESTOITL - -+ v eo o oo e e e e 7,619 6871 5143 1718 I g9 748 | 450 171 118
Males 7,43 6,737 | 5,046 |  1.682 | 9 699 | 414 | 17 115
Females 183 134 | 97 | 37 ] ............ 49 45 | 1 3
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Sex.—Of the prison inmates on June 30, 1904, as
shown in Table 111, 77,269, or 94.5 per cent, were males
and 4,503, or 5.5 per cent, were females. The cor-
responding percentages were: In 1890, males, 92.2 per
cent; females, 7.8 per cent; and in 1880, males, 91.5
per cent; females, 8.5 per cent. The figures, there-
fore, point to a clearly defined tendency toward a
decreasing proportion of female prisoners.

Table 1v shows, for main geographie divisions, the
per cent distribution, by sex, of the prisoners enumer-
ated on June 30, 1904, and of those enumerated on
June 1, 1890,

TasLe IV.—Fer cent distribution. by sev, of prisoners envmerated,
June 30, 1904, and June 1, 18090, for main geographic divisions.
K geouriy

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS.

conti | o ! i
SEX. ol North | South | North | South .
{}%’&‘ﬁ l] Atluntie : Atlantic | Central | Central c}}.‘n‘l‘()’:
Stutes. - ivision, | division. |division. |division. ; -
States. ] } [
ENUMERATED, JUNE 30), 1004,

ii i

Both sexes. | 100.0 l“ 1L 0 100.4 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
Males............. 045 6.8 | 945 97.0 G2 | 9T, 6
Females, .......... 5.5 i (] | 3.8 3.0 3.8 i 2.4

ENUMERATED, JUNE 1, 186,

Bath sexes. . 100. 0 ,‘ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0
Males.............. 0.2 | 88,1 | 62,1 95.1 94.1 47,1
Females........... 7.8 [ 1.9 7.9 4.9 5.9 2.9

I ! I
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It will be seen that for each division a larger per-
centage of females was returned in 1890 than in 1904,
That the relative number of female prisoners is de-
creasing throughout the United States seems to be an
established fact and one which conforms with the
results of local investigations. Whether there has
been a proportionate diminution in criminal offenses
comimitted by women, or whether imprisonment as a
penalty for their erimes is less frequently resorted to,
can not be stated.

The data for the discussion of the proportion of each
sex in the different elements of the prison population
are found in Table v, which shows the per cent distri-
bution, by sex, of the prisoners enumerated on June
30, 1904, classified by color, nativity, and race.

An inspection of the figures in Table v shows that
females formed a larger percentage of the colored pris-
oners than of the white. Of the total number of
female prisoners, 2,831 were white and 1,672 were
colored, which makes it evident that the proportion
of colored to white was much greater among the female
prisoners than among the general female population.
With very few exceptions the colored female prisoners
were of the negro race.

Among the native white prisoners, 4.1 per cent were
fermnales, as compared with 8.5 per cent among the
foreign white prisoners. Tn previous enumerations,
also, the proportion of females has been greater among
the white prisoners of foreign birth than among the
native white.

Tapre V.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY SEX, OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 20, 1004, CLASSIFIED BY COLOR,
NATIVITY, AND RACE.

FER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1604,

i
| | |
SEX. ! ’[ White. “ Colored.
I
} Aggregate. . | i i . "
! ‘ Total, Nutive. ‘ F é’gﬁf“ - Unknown. } Total Negro.  Mongolign.! Indian,
H i i " I il 1
i H i i H
! i ; e - _—
Both 8BRS e e vt e i 100.0 1, 100.0 ¢ 100.0 | 100.0 } 100.0 ‘; 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
‘ 945 | 04.9 95.9 | a5 | 8.2 || 6.7 1 63.6 | 99.5 | 97.4
o AL D 5.5 | 5.1 4.1 8.5 ¢ 1.8 1l 6.3 1 6.4 0.5 1 2.6
; . H i B ! i




ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904.

Color.—As shown in Table 1, 55,111 white prison-
ers and 26,661 colored (including 190 Mongolians and
384 Indians) were enumerated on June 30, 1904.

Table vi shows the per cent distribution, by color,
of the total number of prisoners enumerated on Jure
30, 1904, and of the general population enumerated
on June 1, 1900, for states and territories.

TasrLe VI.—Per cent distribution, by color, of prisoners enumerated,
June 30, 1904, and of general population, 1900, for states and
Lerritories.

|
PRISONERS ENU- |
- N wi || GENERAL POPULA-
‘;})I S JUNE ; TION: 1900.
STATE OR TERRITORY. R S —
Per cent J Pereent || Per cont | Per cent
white. ‘ colored. }| white. | eolored.
Continental United States............. 67.4 5 420 874 12,1
North Atlantic division.............. 8.9 | 11.1 8.1 1.9
MAINe. o iiiiiieaiaeaieans 98. 4 | 1.6 99.7 0.3
New Hampshire.... . 48,8 1.2 9.8 0.2
Vermont....... 65.6 4.4 9.7 0.3
Massachusetts 9%. 4 3.6 08.7 | 1.3
Rhode Island 0.7 8.3 97.8 |- 2.2
Connecticut. . 92,9 7.1 08.2 1.8
New York 2.1 7.9 08.5 1.5
New Jersey........... . 78.5 21.5 6.2 3.8
Pennaylvani, . .....coomeaaaai.o. 78.9 211 97.5 2.5
South Atlantie division.............. 25.6 744 64.2 35.8
Delawart...ovovereierrraenaanoas 41.3 58.8 83. 4 16.6
Maryland_........... 40.2 50.8 1 80.2 19.8
District of Columbia. [Q] (O] 68.7 31.3
irginia........ 21.2 78.8 64,3 35.7
West Virginia 47.0 53.0 95.5 4.5
North Carolin 2.7 7.3 66.7 33.3
South Carolina. 13.6 86. 4 41.6 52.4
Georgia. _.... . 21.1 78.9 53.3 46,7
FIOTIAR e e oiee e occiiiiiaveiann 11.8 88.7 5. 3 43.7
79.5 20.5 47.9 2.1
7.8 22.2 97.7 2.3
80. 4 19.6 9.7 2.3
80.2 19.8 98.2 1.8
03.1 6.9 99.1 0.9
96.0 4.0 9.5 0.5
93.3 6.7 09.2 0.8
90.1 9.9 9.4 0.6
62.7 37.3 94.8 5.2
North Dakota. a7.5 2.5 97.7 2.3
South Dalkota 88.6 11.4 048 5.2
82.9 17,1 99.1 0.9
66,7 33,3 96.3 3.7
29,7 70.3 69.7 30.3
KentieKky . oo eiimieeaenas 41.6 58.4 86. 7 13.3
Tennessee . 30.0 70.0 76.2 23.8
Alabama. 13.1 86.9 54.7 45.3
Mississippi 9.2 90.8 4.3 58.7
Louisiana 19.3 80.7 5.8 47.2
Texas. .. 40.7 59.3 79,6 20.4
Indian Tertitory .. .oov e ceieieinmccacnalcacacaee 77.2 22.8
Oklahoma . . (&) (1) 92,3 7.7
ArKansas.....ooveiniiii s 28, 7.6 72.0 28.0
Western divislon. . ...l 90. 2 9.8 94.7 5.3
Montana_ .. ......ocoiimanniaiiaann 90.9 91 93.0 7.0
Wyoming. . 84.8 15.2 96.2 3.8
Colorado. 88.2 11.8 98.0 2.0
i 89,1 10.9 92.3 7.7
90.9 9.1 75.6 24. 4
05.1 4.9 08.5 1.5
76.7 23.3 83.6 16. 4
...... 93. 4 6.6 95. 5 4.5
Washington.. 32,3 7.7 95.8 4.2
Qregon....... 90.2 0.8 95.4 4.6
California 90. 5 9.5 1 4. 5 5.5
{

1 Per eent not shown where base is less than 100.

In 1890 the percentage of whites among prisoners
was 69.6, and of colored 30.4. When these percentages
are compared with the corresponding percentages for
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1904 it is seen that the proportion of colored among
prisoners has increased perceptibly.

The percentage of colored among the prisoners in
each geographic division in 1890 were as follows:
North Atlantic, 7.3; South Atlantic, 77.7; North Cen-
tral, 14.2; South Central, 65.2; and Western, 11.5. In
each group, except the South Atlantic and the Western,
the percentage of colored among the prisoners was
larger in 1904. Particularly notable is the increased
percentage for the North Central group.

Since at the census of 1900 the whites formed 87.9
per cent of the general population and the colored
12.1 per cent, it is evident that the eolored furnish a
disproportionately large part of the prisoners. For
each state and territory, with the exception of Arizona,
the percentage of colored among the prisoners is in
excess of the percentage that the colored formed of
the total population. A reason frequently given for
this relative preponderance of colored prisoners is that
the colored are too impecunious to buy their liberty
when a fine is imposed for a minor eriminal offense,
while the whites avail themselves freely of this oppor-
tunity. Such an explanation can not be applied to
the statistics in this report, since persons serving time
for nonpayment of fines were not emumerated. The
exclusion of this class accounts for the omission of per-
centages of colored and white for the District of Colum-
bia, which omission means that less than 100 persons
were serving a term sentence, and not- that there was
a scarcity of either white or colored offenders.

The differences in the proportions of colored pris-
oners in the different states are the result of local con-
ditions. High percentages may, in some instances,
reflect a somewhat greater severity in dealing with
colored criminals than with the white. There is, how-
ever, no escape from the conclusion that relatively the

.colored contribute much the larger number to the

prison population, for this condition exists in states
with a small admixture of colored as well as in states
in the “black belt” of the South.

In South Dakota, as well as in most of the states of
the Western division, the colored prisoners include.a
considerable number of Mongolians and Indians. In
the other divisions the colored prisoners are almost
exclusively of the negro race.

Nativity of white prisoners.—Table 11 shows that
out of 55,111 white persons in prisons on June 30,
1904, 41,730 were native, 12,945 foreign born, and 436
of unknown nativity. The details as to states and
territories are exhibited in Table 2.

Table vix gives the per cent distribution, by nativity,
of the white prisoners of known nativity. As only
436 out of the 55,111 white prisoners were of unknown
nativity, the omission of this class does not materially
affect the percentages.
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Tasre VIL—Per cent distribution, by nativity, of while prisoners
enumerated, June 30, 1904, and of general white population 10
years of age and over, 1900, for stutes and territories.

WHITE FRISONERS ‘ e .
OF KNOWN Na- || OENERAL WHITE
TIVITY ENUMER- || LOPULATION 10
ATED, JUNE 30, || YEARS OF AGE
1804. AND OVER! LK.
STATE OR TERRITORY.
Per cent | Per cont
Per cent : Per copg @ 0T B
ative. | foreign i foreign
native. oo native, hurg.l
JES—— i p— —
Continental United States............. 76.3 \ 23.7
North Atlantic division......._..... 67.3 ] 327
Maine. ... 74.3 25.7 L2
New Hampshire ... ...o..... TL9 28,1 | 2 .
Vermont.......oocoveeeioaen. 82.1 17.9 ; ] 5.
Massachusetts.. ... ooooo.... 61.1 8.9 33, 5 46. 1
Rhode Tsland..........o.... 64.6 35.4 1.7 48,
Connecticat.................. 65.7 34.3 V7.7 X
New York.oo.ooveiienaiio. 68.0 32,0 V7.7 3%
New Jersey.cceeeoenoceamnana. . 63.8 26.2 70. 4 20.6
Pennsylvania. cocceuvmveninnannn.. 73.2 26.8 79.7 2.3
Beuth Attantic division 4.1
T FR S U] }‘ 48, O 1.1
Maryland._ .. ...... R 13.2 | 7.6 12.4
Distriet of Columbi (&) ' .0 12.1
Virginia...... 2.7 ] 2.1
West Virginia 6.9 l .7 3.3
North Caroli 0.8 1 0,5 0.5
Sonth Carolin 2.1 .7 1.3
Georgia.- ... .. 1.7° L6 | 1.4
FIOrAa. oo cmvieieaecrinenn 13.6 -4 8.6
North Central division.............. 84.0 16.0 70. 4 {
(6 01 1 T 83.3 147 859
Indisng.....oooooooaon .- .. 94.0 6.0 92,7
JHINois. coovceiricicaan . B80.7 19,38 4.0
Michigan.........oco-oqn. .. 75.9 24.1 71.8
Wiseonsin. ............... .. 70.3 290.7 G7.2
Minnesota. ... .- 640 310 61.5
Tows. . o.... 87.6 12.5 | 82,2
Missouri . 60,8 9.2 90, 4
North Dakota......... 65.2 34.8 ¢ 5.6
South Dakota......... 74.2 25.8 ! 68.9
Nebragkfl..oooeoiennnns . 84,7 15.3 TG
Ransas.....caioaiaens 96. 4 3.6 85, 4
South Central division............... } 80,5 1.5 95.1 4.0
Kentucky 08.7 1.3 . 9. 4 3.6
Tennesset 08.2 1.8 08.5 1.5
Alabama 96.3 3.7 08.0 2.0
Mississipp 96.5 3.5 OR. 4 1.6
Louisiana. . 42.3 7.7 90.4 0.6
Texas. .ooeoanno... 79.8 0.2 90.1 9.9
Indian Territory ... oo e e e
Oklahoma. ovnieaiiiiiaiianas ) () 5.8
Arkansas.. ...l 94.8 0.2 2.1
Western division..... ... 74.9 5.1 24.6
Montang.....ccooeeinmmiimnea. 72.8 i) 34.5
WYOIMING. ¢ ovie et i i imeenaiaaas 86.7 3 23.7
Colorado. ... vviiiiia 81.5 3] 2.4
New Mexieo. .. oooivienaniiiiaiie 81.4 8.6 9.7
ATIZONA .. o 50,2 9.8 20.9
Utah . ool 78.8 .2 27.0
Nevada. oo oeer i Q) 20.3
Tdaho. ..o vimi e 3.2 . 8 19.0
Washington......o.oo...ooaooon 332 5, 8 25.8
(8370 1 R 8.8 .2 17.1
Californin. ... ... ..l 73.4 206.6 27.3

1 Per cent not shown where hase is less than 100,

Since 1890 the percentages of native and foreign
born white prisoners have undergone some significant
modifications, which can best be exhibited in tabular
form.

.

PRISONERS.

WHITE PRISONFRS OF KNOWN
NATIVITY.

— ] e

DIVISION, Percent na- ;. Percent for-

tive. i eign born.

1904 © 1890 | 1904 | 1890
Continentu! United States. . ............. | . 271 283
NOTEh ATHILIC. oot 07.3 | 65.6 0 427|344
South Atlantic b 935 89.6 6.0 10.4
North Centrul..... 84.0 } o4 16.0 23.6
South Central.. ... S| B9S L BEG L 1005 14.2
WESEETI . Lo e 74.0 ‘ 67.2 i 25.1 32.8

! j

The fact that the new enumeration did not proceed
on quite the same basis does not seriously affect the
validity of such comparisons of prisoners. The figures
in regard to the native prisoners would have a clearer
meaning had it been possible to separate them accord-
ing to native and foreign parentage. Yet it is to
be noted that the proportion of the native white
prisoners shows an increase since the last enumera-~
tion, not only for the country as a whole but for each
geographic division, while the percentages of foreign
born prisoners have correspondingly decreased. The
largest increase in the percentage of native white
prisoners occurred in the Western and North Central
divisions. But even the North Atlantic states, which
have absorbed most of the late immigration, show a
larger percentage of native prisoners than in 1890,
It is evident, therefore, that the recent huge additions
of foreigners to the population are not reflected in the
prison returns in the degree the prison statistics of
1890 might have led one to expect. A diminished
percentage of foreign born prisoners in 1904, as com-
pared with the earlier period, does not prove, how-
ever, that the foreign born now contribute to the
prison class in a smaller proportion than to the gen-
eral population. This can only be determined by
comparing the per cent distribution of white prisoners
of known nativity with a similar distribution of the
general white population. It would have been pref-
erable to show the ratio of white prisoners to general
population for each nativity class; but, unfortunately,
general statistics were not collected for 1904, and
therefore it is necessary to compare the per cent dis-
tribution of the white prisoners enumerated on June
30, 1904, with a similar distribution of the general
population for 1900.

If the general population of all ages be taken, the
basis for the comparison will not be equitable for sev-
eral reasons. Inmates of the general prisons are all
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ab least 10 years of age and nearly all over 15. TFor
the most part the immigrants are between 15 and 40
years of age. The number of children under 10 years
of age is extremely small among the white immigrants
as compared with the native whites. In view of these
facts a comparison of the proportions of each nativity
class in the white prison population with the corre-
sponding proportions of the general population of all
ages would clearly be unfair, for the inelusion of c¢hil-
dren under 10 years of age would so increase the pro-
portion of native in the general population that it
would seem as if crime were more prevalent among the
foreign born as compared with the native white than
is actually the case. Therefore children under 10
years of age are omitted, and the figures given for the
general population in Tabie vix refer only to those at
least 10 years of age. KEven with this exclusion the
figures are, on the whole, less favorable to the foreign
born white prisoners than the facts warrant, as no ac-
count could be taken of the large immigration be-
tween 1900 and 1904. This circumstance, however,
does not affect the general conclusions to be drawn
from the comparison.

Of the whites at least 10 years of age in the general
population of the United States in 1900, 19.5 per cent
were foreign born, while of the white prisoners of
known nativity enumerated on June 30, 1804, 23.7
per cent were foreign born. The foreign born ele-
ment therefore appears to be more prominent in the
white population of prisons than in the general white
population. In some respects, however, a compari-
son with the total white population 10 years of age
and over is hardly fair to the foreign born. Very few
prisoners are under the age of 15, and the great ma-
jority of prisoners, 94.5 per cent of the total number,
are males. Therefore it is perhaps more significant
when the percentage of foreign born among white pris-
oners is compared with the percentage of foreign born
in the white population 15 years of age and over,
classified by sex.

This comparison is presented in the following tabu-
lar statement:

PER UENT FOREIGN BORN—
Among Whlte In the general white popula-
DIVISION. prisoners of | tion 15 years of age and
known nativ-| over: 1600.
ity enumer-
ated, June || ; ;
a0, 1 Total. | Male. | Female.
| i
Continental United States. .. 2.7 2.0 =0l 20.7
North Atlantic.......ccovevernene. 3.7 30.8 | 31.8 | 20.8
South Atlantie. .. .- . 6.5 4.8 8.3 4.3
North Central. ... 16.0 23.3 | 24.8 21.§
South Central. . .. a. 10.5 5.6 6.2 5.0
R TSR 25.1 27.4 | 20.8 24,1
i
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The figures presented above give little support to the
popular belief that the foreign born contribute to the
prison class greatly in excess of their representation
in the general population. Of the three divisions in
which the foreign born are of great importance, the
North Atlantic is the only one where the foreign born
are relatively more numerous among the white pris-
oners than in the general white population. In this
division they form 30.8 per cent of the general white
population at least 15 years of age and 32.7 per cent of
the white prisoners. In the North Central states, on
the dther hand, the corresponding percentages are 23.3
for the general population, as contrasted with only 16
per cent for the prisoners. As no allowance has been
made for the great influx of foreign born since 1900,
which affects chiefly the North Atlantic division, the
figures can not be regarded as indicating a greater
criminal tendency among the foreign born whites than
among the native. These conclusions are generally
substantiated by the figures for the prisoners com-
mitted during 1904 (page 40).

In comparison with the extent to which the foreign
born contribute to the prison class, it is interesting to
review the figures for the insane and for the paupers.
Of the white insane of known nativity in hospitals on
December 31, 1903, the foreign born formed 34.3 per
cent while the corresponding percentage for the pau-
pers in almshouses on'that date was 43.2.  Asonly 23.7
per cent of the white prisoners of known nativity were
foreign born, it is apparent that the foreign born con-
tribute a much smaller proportion of the prisoners
than of either the paupers or the insane.

Offenses.—The entire prison population was enu-
merated by prison officials. The definitions given of
the wvarious offenses were those obtained from the
prison records, and had, presumably, been copied from
the commitment papers. In many instances the de-
seription of the offense was vague or general, such as
“violating revenue laws,” ‘‘violating liquor laws,”
“fraudulently enticing labor,” ete. Very often, just
as in some penal codes, extraneous matter was intro-
duced in describing the character of the particular crime.
Moreover it frequently happened that the same offense
was described differently in different states. This lack
of a precise description made it difficult to reduce some
offenses to an exact classification.

Certain offenses, especially some comprehended
under the general group *‘against society,” are not
crimes in the true sense of the word. For instance, no
less than 4,701 prisoners were sentenced for drunken-
ness, 2,773 for disorderly conduet (which is often only
another term for drunkenness), 4,287 for vagrancy,
and 709 for violating liquor laws, but it does not by
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any means follow that all these persons, or even a
majority of them, should be described as criminals.

The classification of offenses adopted for the purposes
of this report varies somewhat from that used in the
census of 1890. The offenses “‘against the govern-
ment” are not shown separately, but are included under
offenses ‘“‘ against public policy,” as a subdivision of the
general group ‘‘against society.” The division of
“offenses on the high seas,” used in 1890, has been
omitted.

The first division of the general group ‘‘against
society”’ comprehends offenses “against chastity”
under the following heads: Adultery, bigamy and
polygamy, seduetion, crime against nature, incest,
fornication, prostitution, and offenses of this kind not
classified.. The second division comprehends offenses
““against public policy” under the following heads:
Perjury, counterfeiting, violating United States laws,
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, violating liquor
laws, wvagrancy, incorrigibility, truancy, and other
offenses of this kind not specified.

Among offenses ““against the person” are specified

PRISONERS.

homicide, assault, robbery, and rape, while among
offenses “‘against property’” are specified arson, bur-
glary, larceny, forgery, fraud, embezzlement, malicious
mischief and trespass, and other offenses of this kind
not specified.

A separate statement is also given of the number of
“double crimes,”’ which very often are crimes that
might have been classified either as against property
or as against the person.

It will be observed that an attempt has been made
to reduce the classification of offenses to the fewest
possible groups consistent with accuracy, and to obvi-
ate the necessity of presenting details concerning
offenses that are so rarely committed that no advantage
would accrue from showing them separately. Most
of these may properly be referred to under some one
of the heads given.

Table viu, based on Table 4, shows the distribution,
by class of offenses, of the prisoners enumerated on
June 30, 1904, classified by sex, for the main geographic
divisions.

Tapre VIIIL.—DISTRIBUTION, BY CLASS OF OFFENSES, OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904, CLASSIFIED
BY SEX, FOR MAIN GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904.
Number. Per cent distribution.
SEX AND CLASS OF OFFENSES. S : !
; f : B ”
Conti- i g 7 | Conti- { [ g ¢
North South North South - i North | South | North | South -
pental || ftlantic ' Atlantic | Central | Central | JVestern || nental |i syantic | Atlantic | Central | Central | 3 C5iern
States. division. | division. | division. | division. U Gtates, | Givision.division.|division.|division. T
_ ! _ - ‘ ‘ i
BOtH SEXOS e e moeee e e §1,772 | 27,389 ¢ 11,150 | 21,000 | 14,614 | 7,819 100.0 |  100.0 |  100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
! ; i
Aginst Society. ..o i ga;g] 10,20 167 G| 12w [ Ly L7l ognel 12l 16s) 86 164
ainstthe person_ ... ... .ol N 5,645 ¢ 72 35 7 2,7 ; 3L.8 | .6 2, . 5. .
ﬁ‘éai]ulst PTODEILY .o wvemnrnemoiamneemanns ST160 4 11,272 416&33 1019?1 6;5@)1; ‘ 3_:6615% * o) 412 2.1 82.1 1.1 8.1
uble crimes. ... 12 47 3 2 &% .2 .2 3 . 5 .
Ugcléss?géd ............................... 127 34 ! 6 i 67 19 } 1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 O]
Offensenot stated. ....... ... 597 101§ 232 136 17 | 111 0.7 0.4 2.1 0.6 0.1 1.5
MALES - - o e e 77,260 || 24,882 ‘ 10,535 | 20,361 | 14,055 | 7,436 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
AgAINSt 80CIEEY . . . . ve oot iaereaaeans 15,190 8,354 [ 1,312 3,181 1,195 1,148 10.7 3.6 12.5 15.6 8.5 15.4
Against the person................... 25,172 5,499 4,504 , 205 6,421 2,543 32.6 | 22.1 4.8 30.5 | 45.7 34.2
AEainSt Property........ocococeoanen. 36,007 | 10,859, 4,474 10,762 6,380 3,622 46.7 | 8. 4.5 52.9 4(5).3 43.'11
Bralesimee I T 1 I T B - (A T
Offense not stated............ 570 a7 : 210 135 17 m 0.7 0.4 2.0 0.7 0.1 1.5
Temales. . .c.vverricmmnnieennnn- 4,503 2,507 7 615 639 559 183 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
AZAINSE BOCIELY .o eoeie e 2,540 | 1,046 | 145 56.6 | 1.2 25.2 45.7 111 | 56.8
Against theperson. ... .........._.. 845 146 ! 230 18.8 | 5.8 35.8 23.8 51.9 20.2
Agai}nst PrODETtY - o veoeiiecnceenamuas l,OGg : 41? : 218 28’:7’ i 183 35.4 239 37.0 | 23.0
Doubleerimes. .. .oeuirimeeennenan. 3 P ! .2 150 S .5 .
Unelassified. _._....... 21227770000 4 9 [ 1 0.1 | 0.1l 0.3
Offense not stated ... .. ............. 27 4! 22 l ! 0.6 0.2 3.6 0.2
| i

! Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

If the figures for both sexes combined be considered,
the rank of the groups of offenses according to the per-
centage of the total number of offenders they contain
will be found to be as follows for continental United
States: ‘‘Against property,” 45.5 per cent; ‘‘against
the person,” 31.8 per cent; and “against society,”
21.7 per cent. When the percentages for geographic
divisions are examined, the classes appear in a different

order. In the North Atlantic division offenses against

property are the most numerous, for crimes against
society constitute 37.6 per cent, and crimes against the
person, only 20.6 per cent. In the South Atlantic di-
vision, on the other hand, crimes against the person are
most numerous, forming 42.4 per cent of the total, and
crimes against property are second, forming 42.1 per
cent. The same order prevails in the South Central
states. Inthe North Central and Western divisions, as
in the North Atlantic, crimes against property are
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more numerous than crimes against the person. In all
divisions, except the North Atlantic, the smallest per-
centage for any of the three main groups is that for
crimes against society, the proportion in this class
varying from 8.6 per cent in the South Central states
to 16.5-per cent in the North Central, as contrasted
with 37.6 per cent in the North Atlantic.

This wide variation in the percentages, particularly
in those representing crimes against society, does not
point to a corresponding frequency or infrequency of
such erimes in the different geographic divisions, but
largely to differences in methods of dealing with cer-
tain offenses against society. In Table 4 the offenders
against society (total, 17,739) have been subdivided
into those against chastity (total, 2,431), and those
against public policy (total, 15,308). The offenders
against chastity formed but 13.7 per cent of all
offenders against society, while those against public
policy constituted 86.3 per cent. Analyzing the last
mentioned group, it is found that of the 15,308 pris-
oners in it, 76.8 per cent, or a total of 11,761, were
imprisoned for drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and
vagrancy; but of this last mentioned number, 8019,
or 68.2 per cent, were credited to the North Atlantic
states. The offenses of drunkenness, disorderly con-
duct, and vagrancy are assuredly not uncommon out-
side the North Atlantic states, but are less often
punished by imprisonment. The figures under imme-
diate consideration are therefore chiefly indicative
of different methods of dealing with specific offenses.
This is further exemplified by the returns from indi-
vidual states of the North Atlantic division. For
example, nearly one-half of the persons imprisoned
on account of drunkenness are credited to Massachu-
setts, while more than one-fourth of the vagrants
enumerated were imprisoned in New York. In short,
the numbers of those behind prison bars for drunken-
ness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy reflect public
policy in dealing with such offenses and have little
relation to the frequency with which these offenses are
committed. This is of course more or less true of
offenses of an inherently criminal nature, though
much less marked when one geographic division is
compared with another.

The fact that the North Atlantic division is more
largely urban than any of the other divisions no doubt
accounts in part for the greater frequency of crimes
“against society” in the North Atlantic states.
Crimes of this class are more or less the outgrowth of
city life, and the means for their repression is more
adequate in urban than in rural communities. Never-
theless the principal reason for the disproportionately
large percentages of prisoners in the North Atlantic
states who had been guilty of crimes against society
is the severity with which certain of these crimes are
punished in those states.
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Offenses against society.—Of the 17,739 persons in
prison in continental United States on June 30, 1904,
for offenses against society, 2,431 had offended against
chastity. 'The distribution by offense of the prisoners
in this subgroup is as follows:

NERS ENUMER-
ATED, JUKE 304 1904,
CONVICTED OF OF-
FENSES AGAINST
CHASTITY.
OFFENSE.
i
i Pereent
Number, | distribu-
tion.

Totul. .o e 2,431 100.0
Adultery. oo e ! Wil 12,5
Bigamy..... . R S61 14.%
Seduction. .. j 43 j 2.0
Aguinst natu aTH | 15.5
Incest....... 273 | 1.2
Fornication. . 330 | 13.6
Prostitution. . 286 | 1.8
Allother .00 L I I ey 18.7

Differences between several communities in the
number of persons convicted of some one offense
against chastity is not an accurate index of the relative
frequency of the commission of that offense; it is
rather a reflection of differences in the character of
police regulation and to a limited degree of differences
in the extent to which the population is concentrated
in urban communities. In the North Atlantic states,
for example, 244 persons were sentenced for prostitu-
tion, as contrasted with 3 in the South Atlantic states,
1 in the Western, and none in the South Central. In
some states fornication is hardly ever punished by im-
prisonment, while in others considerable numbers are
sentenced to imprisonment, for that offense.

The second subdivision of the offenses against society,
comprising those against publie policy, shows for con-
tinental United States a total of 15,308 prisoners, or
86.3 per cent of the general group, distributed among
the chief offenses specified, as follows:

I'RISONERS ENUMER~
ATED, TUNE 30, 1004,
CONVICTED OF OF~
FENSES AGAINST
PUBLIC POLICY.
OFFENSE,
Per cent
Number. | distribu-
tion.

PO = e e cre e e emee e e e e 15,308 | 100.0
=) 3 5 .S 305 2.0
Counterfeiting. ... ooooe i 336 2.2
Violating United States laws. .o ... oooiieai 712 4.7
DIunkenness. . oo creneiciicaar e - 4,701 30.7
Disorderly conduct. ... ... 2,773 18.1
Violating liquor Inws. .. ... ... .. 709 48
Vagrancy.....co.. 4,287 28.0
Incorrigibility 110 0.7
Allother. ...t 1,375 9.0

Persons guilty of counterfeiting, of violating United
States laws, or of violating liquor laws, when prose-
cuted by Federal authorities, are often punished by
incarceration in Federal prisons and penitentiaries,
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As only a few states contain such institutions, many
persons committing a crime of this class in one state
serve out the sentence for it in another. This accounts
for the fact, indicated in Table 4, that Georgia, Kansas,
and Washington contain a comparatively large pro-
portion of the total number of prisoners guilty of these
offenses. Other states with comparatively high pro-
portions of such prisoners are probably those in which,
by agreement with the United States authorities,
Federal prisvners are confined in state institutions.
Such conditions preclude any accurate use of the figures
to determine the relative frequency of the commission
of these crimes in the several states. It has already
been stated that the number of prisoners found in con-
finement for drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and va-
grancy reveals the prevailing local policy in dealing with
these offenses rather than their comparative frequency.

Of the total number of offenders ‘“against public
policy,” 1,375, or 9 per cent, were classified under the
head ‘“all other” offenses. All violators of local ordi-
nances were placed in this category, and formed the
most numerous element. Among the other unclassified
offenders the most common were violators of gambling,
food, fish and game, and Sunday laws. In regard to
many of the unclassified offenders it can not be said
that their offenses necessarily indicate an inherent
criminal tendency. Thisis especially true of many vio-
lators of local ordinances. Asto the relative frequency
of such offenses prison statistics reveal absolutely noth-
ing, for practically all of them are punishable by fines.

Offenses against the person.—In all, 26,017 of the pris-
oners enumerated on June 30, 1904, or 31.8 per cent,
had committed offenses against the person. The of-
fenses specified in this group show the following per-
centages: Homicide, 41.4; assault, 33.8; robbery, 15.7;
and rape, 8.5. The offenders who had committed un-
classified erimes againgt the person numbered 151, or
six-tenths of 1 per cent.

Since among the persons incarcerated for homicide
are nearly all the life and most of the long-term prison-
ers, the present figures, which deal with the whole
prison population, regardless of the period when incar-
ceration took place, show simply the accumulation of
convicts guilty of homicide. An inspection of Table 4,
nevertheless, indicates that homicide is 8 much more
common crime in some parts of the United States than
in others, as may be seen from the following tabular
statement:

JUNE 30, 1904.
Prisoners convicted
of homicide.
STATE OR TERRITORY. Estimuted |~
general Number
populution. per
Number. | 100,000 of
popula-
tion.
Continentil United States................... 81,301,848 10,774 13.3
North Atlantie division ... ... ... 22,532,917 1,1&;5—\ 5.6
Mdm« ..................................... 44 6.2
New Hampshine 23 5.4
Vermont. 15 4.3
Mussachuse 120 4.0
Rthode Tsland 24 5.2
Connecticut . 74 7.6
New York..... 472 6.1
New Jersey. . e -- 121 ; 5.9
Pennsylv BTG - oo l#,t"i 415 74 5.6
South Atlantic division......... .. ..o 11,080,917 2,304 | 21.3
DEHWATE .+ evseeeemee s eeeeerieenans 191,366 16 | 8.4
Marylend............. 1,247,518 124 9.9
Distriet of Columbia. . 208,453 | e
Virginig.......... 1, ‘Jia 116 261 13.5
West Virginig 1, 0&8 837 263 25.3
North Carolin 2,0()6), 453 263 13.1
South Carolin . 1,417, 560 340 24.0
Georgia...... .- 2,371,081 793 33.4
Florida 584,533 304 E 52.0
North Central division. .............co..... 27,912, 470 2,352 | 8.4
ORI0u st ervineeeeeeeaeeeee e aaeneneees 4,355,676 300 | 6.9
Indiang............ . . 2,(:48,786 178 6.7
Winois. ... .00 5,227,923 4653 8.9
Michigan 2,532,288 173 6.8
Wisconsin 2,222, 457 137 6.2
dam om0 =
OWil. . 2,362, 7 3
MissouTi. . 3,281,219 333 101
North Dakots 371, 478 33 8.9
South Dakotu.. 423,199 28 6.6
Nebraska........ . 1, 007 786 49 4.6
KADSas. oo 1 ) %7, ,804 441 29.6
South Centrakdivision ... ... ... 15,208,265 3,743 24.5
KentueKy . ooveem i ee e ninimraaan 2,264,994 560 24.7
Tennessee. ....... .- z 123,965 376 17.7
Alabama. l ‘)57 445 628 32.1
stmmppl 1, CuS, 119 3
Louisiana 1,489,033
Texas.... 3,380,759
Indian Te 478, 578
OXkishoma. 528,040 |...
ATRansas. .. ..ooinie s 1,38(», 432 200 14.4
Western division..............o ... 4,497,279 1,048 23.3
MOontanf. . ooooe oo 284, 330 99 34.8
WYOmINE. coeiimiime i ciciciiei e 104,773 41 30.1
Colorado. .o ieiiir i 591,334 37 23.2
New MeXIC0 .o e oomereeiiaca i 2040, 614 4.0
Ul 305 o Bl %9
Nevada 49,335 21 4.6
Idgho.. 191 670 32 16.7
gr'ashin .)83 gg'; §§ lgg
regon 452 3
Californta. . ... 010l 1,505,981 404 25.3

In proportion to population the North Atlantic
states rank lowest in number of prisoners sentenced
for homicide, with the North Central states next.
The largest number of such prisoners in proportion
to' population was found in the South Central states.
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Of the several states Massachusetts reported the
lowest ratio of homicides to population (4) and
Arizona the highest (59.1). Other states having high
ratios were Florida (52), Nevada (49.6), New Mexico
(42), Wyoming (39.1), Louisiana (36.3), Montana
(34.8), and Georgia (33.4). The ratio for Kansas
(29.6) is much higher than that for any other state
in the North Central group, possibly because a United
States prison is located in that state. States other
than Massachusetts having noticeably low ratios were
Vermont (4.3), Nebraska (4.6), Towa (4.9), Rhode
Island (5.2), New Hampshire (5.4), and Utah (5.9).

The second largest number of offenders against the
person were those guilty of ‘‘assaults.”” The codes
vary considerably in- their definitions of the different
kinds of assaults, as well as in the penalties prescribed
for the various degrees of the offense. In some states
fines are imposed as penalties for assaults that in other
states would lead to imprisonment. For these reasons
variations, which otherwise would be rather inex-
plicable, appear in the number of prisoners sentenced
for assault.

Robbery and rape, on ‘the other hand, are crimes
that probably nowhere admit of a fine as the penalty.

Offenses against property.—The total number of
prisoners convicted of offenses against property was
37,166. The distribution of these prisoners by
specific offenses is shown in the following tabular
statement:

’ PRISONERS ENUMER-

ATED, JUNE 30, 1904,

CONVICTED OF @F-

FENSES AGAINST

; PROPERTY.
OFFENSE,
Per cent,
Number. | distribu-
tion.

Ol v e recm e crensrem e e rmae e 37,166 100.0
Arson....... 636 1.7
Burglary 14,048 378
Larceny 18,514 49.8
Forgery ... 2,140 5.8
TAUA - L ce e e &73 2.3
Embezzlement. ....coniiiiiiiiiaan 539 1.5
Malic®ts mischief and trespass. . . - 327 0.9
Allother. o it 89 0.2

More prisoners sentenced for arson were returned
from the South Atlantic and South Central divisions
than from the others.

Of the persons sentenced for crimes against property,
37.8 per cent had been guilty of one of the many forms
of burglary, a crime most common in large urban
communities, and usually punished by imprisonment
in a state prison.

The percentage of offenders against property com-
mitted for larceny (49.8) does nqt appear as large as
one would expect. The principal reason is that so
many convicted of petit larceny are simply fined.
The distinction made between petit and grand larceny
is generally based upon the value of the property
stolen. In one state the theft of articles to the value

of less than $50 may be called petit larceny, while in |

another the theft of goods exceeding $25 in value is
defined as grand larceny. These artificial distinetions
lend different meanings to the returns of prisoners sen-
tenced for larceny, as grand larceny almost universally
carries the penalty of imprisonment, while persons
guilty merely of petit larceny may escape with a fine.
In view of these facts, comparison of the numbers sen-
tenced for larceny would not be enlightening.

Forgery and embezzlement are offenses for which,
as a rule, imprisonment is the only penalty. The
various forms of crime classed under the general head
of fraud, on the other hand, are not infrequently
punished by a fine. This aceounts for the compara-
tively small number of prisoners sentenced for fraud.
Again, comparisons between states would be out of
order, as persons imprisoned for nonpayment of fines
were not enumerated.

Sex and class of offenses.—As shown in Table vii,
the percentages for male prisoners vary but little from
those for prisoners of both sexes, and this is largely
due to the great preponderance of male prisoners. A
smaller proportion of the males than of the females
were imprisoned for crimes against society. More
than one-half of the female prisoners in continental
United States, or 56.6 per cent, had committed such
offenses. Of these, 25.7 per cent had been sentenced
for offending against chastity, while 74.3 per cenf
had been found guilty of offenses against public policy;
drunkenness, vagrancy, and disorderly conduct, in the
order named, being the specific offenses charged in
most instances. Thefiguresin Table viiz show also that
18.8 per cent of the female prisoners in continental
United States were committed for crimes against the
person, and 23.7 per cent for crimes against property,
and that small numbers were guilty of double crimes,
of unclassified crimes, and of crimes not stated.

The corresponding percentages for the main geo-
graphic divisions give a different idea of the usual
crimes of female prisoners. More than one-half of all
the female prisoners enumerated are credited to the
states of the North Atlantic group, and in this division
77.2 per cent had been imprisoned for crimes against
society, 5.8 per cent for crimes against the person, and
16.5 per cent for crimes against property. The other
geographic divisions show the following percentages of

| female prisoners sentenced for crimes against society:

South Atlantie, 25.2; North Central, 45.7; South
Central, 11.1; and Western, 56.8. These percentages
have little bearing on the comparative prevalence of
crimes against society among women of the different
sections, but indicate the differences in the degree to
which the population is centralized in urban commu-
nities and chiefly the variations in the standards of
punishing female offenders by imprisonment. Viola-
tions by women of the laws concerning chastity are not
confined to any particular section, yet, as shown in’
Table 4, it is chiefly in the North Atlantic states, and
to some extent in the North Central states, that
females are found in prison for such violations.
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Drunkenuness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy
were the offenses for which 1,754 of the 4,503 female
prisoners were incarcerated. More than one-half of
all the females in the United States who had been sen-
tenced for drunkenness were reported from Massachu-
setts, and about one-half of those sentenced for disor-
derly conduct and vagrancy, from New York. A
great state like Ilinois, on the other hand, showed but
9 fernale prisoners incarcerated for vagraney and none
for either of the other two offenses. The number of
females in prison for crimes against society is to be
regarded, therefore, not as a measure of the frequency
of the commission of such offenses by women, but
rather as an indication of the poliey in respect to the
enforcement of the law in the case of women.

The number of women imprisoned for crimes against
the person, as shown in Table vir1, must be presumed
to bear a fairly definite relation to the total number of
such erimes committed by women. Homicides, felo-
nious assaults, and robbery, whether perpetrated by
men or women, are uniformly punished, if at all, with
a prison sentence. Of the 845 women in prison for
crimes against the person, 462, or 54.7 per cent, had
been sentenced for homicide; 219, or 25.9 per cent, for
assault; and 132, or 15.6 per cent, for robbery. Fe-
male prisoners sentenced for homicide numbered 145
in the South Atlantic division and 146 in the South
Central, as against 60 in the North Atlantic division,

i
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88 in the North Central, and 23 in the Western. Both
of the first mentioned divisions also had larger absolute
numbers of female prisoners committed for assaults
than the other sections of the United States; and the
South Central division had the largest absolute number
of women sentenced for robbery, while in the South
Atlantic division the number was relatively larger than
in the North or West. This predominance of grave
crimes against the person in the parts of the country
containing the largest numbers of colored inhabitants
is probably due to a greater frequency of such crimes
among negro women than among white. This state-
ment, as will be shown later, is fully substantiated by
the statistics of commitments during 1904.

Among the 1,069 female prisoners sentenced for
crimes against property 48, or 4.5 per cent, had been
committed for arson; 102, or 9.5 per cent, for bur-
glary; and 868, or 81.2 per cent, for larceny. Rela-~
tively more female prisoners in the South Atlantic and
South Central divisions than in the others had been
found guilty of arson and burglary; and again, this
condition is probably explajned by the greater criminal
tendency of the colored women.

Sentence, by sex.—~Table 1%, based on Table 5, shows
the per cent distribution, by sentence, of all prisoners
enumerated on June 30, 1904, classified by sex, for the
main geographic divisions.

TaprLe IX.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY SENTENCE, OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904, CLASSIFIED
BY SEX, FOR MAIN GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

|
'l PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1604,

; | i '
Continental United | North Atlantic | South Atlantie North Central } South Central || Western
SENTENCE. ! States. ; division. \i diyvision. division. division. “ division.
i
1 Fe- Fe. Fe- i ‘ Fe E Fe i 1\ Fe-
" . = Tora - L - i
Total.l Male, male, | Total. Male. male. | Total,| Male. | v, Tots.l,:‘i Male. male. \Tntul.iMule. male. UTotaL‘ Male. | ole.
; | — i i i | ' o
i | i il | i i i
All sentences........... ‘ 100.0 4§ 160.0 | 100.9 § 100.0 f 100.0 | 100.0 il 100.0 | 100.0 ) 100.0 11100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 ]‘ 100.0 \ 100.0 l 100.0 ; 100.0 ‘ 100.0 | 100.0
DEATH. . veenaeenennene L0z 0.2 ... Poor] orjo.. 01 0.1 ... 03l 0.3i...... o @ e F0a ] 0.8 |eeenn
Imprisonment: k : : : I ! ! |
Life e ieiiiniineea 6L 6.3 3.8i L7 1.8 0.6 1L.1 L1} 1.7 8.0 &0 4.9 % 119 12.0 B.8 694 7.0 2.7
Indeterminate period....) 15.1 15,31 1.0} 2.0 21,31 1.7 (O Iy ... 27.8 11 28.5 3.6 ‘ ..................... 0,24 10.2 8.7
3.4 5.6 33.8 1 37.4 30.2 | 1.8 1 72.0 73.0 | 53.0 45.5 | 45.7 | 30.3 ‘1; 76.4 T6.7 | 69.2 6l.4 || 62.3 26.8
1.9 200 &5 04! 0.5 0.2 1.4 L5 0.5y 1.8 L8 0.9 4 4.8 4.9 1.8 &1 3.2 0.5
1.7 1.8 i .74 0.8 0.9 0.2 4 4.1 3.3 0.8 1.1 ¢ 1.1 0.9 1 27 27 2.5 27 2.7 L6
26 271 LU 1.3 1.4 G 5.4 5.7 3.3 2.0 4 2.1 0.9 3.6 3.7 1.6 2.9 2.9 oaeans
6.3 6.61 2.5 354 AT 0.6 10.5 10.9 4.6 5.0 &1 A1 9.0 9.1 6.6 6.2 9.3 6.5
0.5 05| 1 .5y, 0.5 0.2 0.5 0.6 ... 020 0.2 ... 0T 0.7 ..., 0.6 0.6 0.5
1.5 1.5 5 0.4 0914 0.9 02 26 2.9 0.7 1 L1 L1 0.5 2.0 2.0 0.9 2.0 2.0 1.1
220 23, 68 L3, L4} 0.4) 33) 34| L5 17| Ls; 0.3} 33, 23] 234 27 2.7 L1
1.8 1.8 0.84 1.1 | 1.2 a3 2.6 2.6 2.3 1.3 1.4 0.6 2.9, 29 2.0 21 2.2%......-
7.9 8.1 .60 484 41 L2 10.9 1.} 0.8 7.8 7.9 5.5 4 111} 112 911 &5 8,7 2.7
3.5 3.6 L8, 2.5 ‘ 2.6 0.0 3.8 3.9 2.6 2.8 2.8 Lon 61h 6.1 5.2 3.9 4.0 0.5
6.7 6.7 6.7 6.3 | 6.2 7.8 7.3 7.4 5.4 5.8 5.8 3.9 821 "81 8.8 6.9 6.9 6.0
1.1 11 8.64 L8L 1.9 .54 0.5 0.5 0.3 1.0 1.0 0.9 043 0.4 0.7 L1 1.1 0.5
7.7 7.8 6.0 411 4.3 L6y 8.7 8.6 1 11.5 4.7 6.6 810 159 15.8] 18.4 iaT ( 0.8 2.2
1.6 1.6 0.9 i; 1.4 2.0] e’ 21 22| LG 1.5 .5 1.44 06! 06! 0.4, L8 1.8 1.1
6.4 G4 7.3 EL 6.3 \‘ 6.4 a1 ‘] &@.0 8.7 13.2 5.7 561 10.2.¢ 5.3 5.2 8.9 ‘? 7.3 l 7.4 2.2
24.6 + 23,0 5.1 30.2 5 36.9 ) 617 } 16.3 1 15.3 | 32,8 20.6 19.7 1 530.2 H 11.0 10.6 | 21.1 {5 20.8 19.8 61.2
tlmonths...eoeenaans 0314 0.3 0.2 055 0.5 0.2 0.3 ®0.8 0540 (&b v (I 0.8 0.5 0.7 fhewelenei
10 months.. . 0.2 0.2 0.3 i 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4, 0.4 0.5 0L 0.1 0.1 01 ioo0.2 0.2
9 months... 0.7 0.8 0.9 141 1.4 L2y 0.4, 0.4 0.7 0.4 § 0.4 0.1 0.1 ( 0.2 0.1
8 months... 034 0.3 0.3 050 0.5] 03| 0.8 0.5 0.8 1 01 0.1 0.1 0.1 It 0.1
7 months. 01y o1y 02 03, 03] 031 (I Q] 0.2 [ (1 I .14 (8 0.1 0.1
6 months. a51 49| 1461 109, 99| 2.1 3.0 36| 0.6 \ 2.2 2.2 20! 1o a8 3.5 .3
5 months. 0.4] 0.4 1.1 0.8{ 0.7 1.8 0.2 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.11]. 0.1l 0.1l W06 0.6 .1
4 months. L3l 12 330 26 2.3 4.1 1.2 L2 1.3 0.4 0.4 0.3% 0.3 4 0.9 0.8 -2
3 months. 410 3.7 1L.1[ &3 L 7.6 15,8 1.9 L4 334 2.2 2.0 1.1 LD 8.1 27 .9
2months. 2541 2.4 56 40y 3.7 7.1 1.8 1.8 3.3 i 2.0 1.9 1.1 1.0 il 2.8 2.6 .7
1 month.. - 42+ 4.9 0.1 7.0l 7.1 6.9 2.7 2.5 5.7 6.4 5.9 21 2.0 I 4.8 4.4 . 4
Under 1 month...... 401 40| 42} 20 | 27] 16 28| 26| 63| 67| 66 3.2 3.0 }‘f 46| 4.8 9
Period not stated........ 0.6 0.6 ; 0.3 0.6 E 0.6 ezl 0.5 0.5 0.5 ‘i 0.8 0.8 Q0.7 0.7 i\[ 0.4 0.3 . &
N i { ! H L

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
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Of the 81,772 prisoners, 133, or two-tenths of 1 per
cent, were under death sentence, and 5,026, or 6.1 per
cent, were serving life sentences, the largest numbers
in the last mentioned group occurring in the South
Atlantic and South Central divisions. In this respect
Georgia, with 566 life prisoners, ranked f{irst among
the states. In all, 12,352 were confined on an inde-
terminate sentence. Most of the states of the North
Atlantic and North Central divisions and Colorado
of the Western division employ some form of the inde-
terminate sentence. Generally, however, the codes
prescribe & maximum and minimum sentence, so that
the periods of incarceration are not, in the strict sense,
indeterminate.

Although persons imprisoned for the nounpayment
of fines were excluded, the enumeration still embraces
a large number of persons sentenced for short terms.
In all, 24.6 per cent had been sentenced for terms of
less than one year and 17.5 per cent to less than six
months. In fact, more prisoners were sentenced to
terms of three months or less than were confined on an
indeterminate sentence. As might be inferred from
what has been said about the prevailing policies in
regard to penalties for some minor offenses, such as
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy, the
North Atlantic states show the largest proportion of
prisoners serving short terms.

Sentenced to imprisonment for one year or more
were 43,679, or 53.4 per cent of the whole number; but

about one-half of these prisoners, or 27 per cent of the
total, had been committed for less than five years.
Because of the use of the indeterminate sentence in
some states and the lack of it in others, no significant
comparisons between state groups can be made in
regard to long-term convicts.

As the largest number of female prisoners were com-
mitted for minor offenses, including the less grave
crimes against chastity, the percentage of short-term
prisoners among them—that is, those serving less than
one year—is correspondingly large, namely, 51.1.
Except in Massachusetts, New York, Illinois, Colo-
rado, and to a limited extent in a few other states, the
indeterminate sentence is not applied to women. In
all, 33.8 per cent of the female prisoners had been
committed for terms of one year or more; 23.3 per
cent, however, for less than five years. The long-
term sentence for women is relatively more common
in the South Atlantic and South Central states, where,
as has been shown, the largest numnbers of women
were committed for homicide and other grave offenses.
In consequence, these divisions show the largest per-
centages of long-term female eonvicts, as well as of
life prisoners of this sex.

Sentence, by class of offenses and sex.—Table x shows
the distribution by sentence of the prisoners enumer-
ated on June 30, 1904, classified by class of offenses and
by sex.
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Tapre X.—DISTRIBUTION, BY SENTENCE, OF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904, CLASSIFIED BY CLASS OF
OFFENSES AND SEX.

PRISUNERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1404,

) ‘I Convicted of offenses—
] S
! Total ‘__, - ; ._ ‘ 1 | ‘"ﬁ
SENTENCE. | | Against society. | Aguinst the \gumst PROP- | Double erimes. | Unclassiied. | Not stated,
“ person. rty. ‘\ !
| i (S e e et e e
f - e — ‘ | ‘ | | -
: Por cent | ercent | o L Per cent | Pur cent | Percent PPercent) . Per eent
! r‘;;‘“” «hstuhu- ! ‘\ “"' distribn- 1\,:‘{;”' ]distrihu- I\I“)’f" distribu- | !\mn | distribu- | \:"1 | distribu-| Nuum \dlstnhu_
r tmn \ tion. o ‘ tion. e tion, i - } tion. ©o tem f T o,
BOTH SEXES.
All sentenves... ... 81772 100.0 17,739 \ 100.0 26,017 ; 10,0 | 57, 166 100. 0 § 1% 100.0
135 L TR 183 008 | oo [FUTT e
\ 98 0.2 4,800 | 18.4 6 0.4 | 4 1.3
1, 648 9.3 2,552 0.81 81201 2181 5 3.9
!
Y| 3,196 18.0 0 18,608 63.8 | 23,4621 B210 100 465.9
21 years and aver o | i 18 | G100 1,367 5.3 17| 0.5 17 0.7
20 Yeurs. ........ ] . 209 0.2, 1,192 4.6 176 | 0.5 | PN 1 A U B 1% T S
15 to 19 years. 6 52 0.3, 1,601 6.2 478 | 3] 14 1.2
10 to 14 years. i 217 1.2 3,072 1.8 1,504 | 5.0 16 3.7
9 years.. 7 7 0. 21 0.1, 158 0.6 159 0.5 a1 0.2
8 years 1,100 el 5 0.3 570 2.2 545 15| 3 | 2.2
7 years 1,777 5 220 03 0.5 788 3.0 842 | 2.4 | 2| 2.0
6 years 1,464 LA s 0.5 524 2.0 843 | 2.4 | 2 1.5
5 years 6,446 [ 7.4 331 L9 2,358 0.11 3,715, 100 | 6 | 4.9
4 years. . 2,879 3.5 162 a0 747 2.0 1,043 | 5.2 3 3.9
3 yeurs. . 5,457 | 6.7 478 2.7, 1,304 5.0 | 3,62 0.8 | 9 i 6.0
2¢ years. 902 | 11 50 0.3, 168 0.6 T L8l 2 0.8
2years. ... 6,313 | 7.7 07 29! 1,511 5.1 4,25 14 51 9.4
1) years. 1,284 | 1.6 163 0.9 272 1.0 831 ¢ 2.2 4 2.3
e SRR C A58 o4 930 | 5.2 7% 3.8 8,287 8.5 | 7 ! X 8.2
! ! ' i | | | !
4.6 | 12,667 7.4 1,849 71| 5,208 14.0 ! 17 Ba| 65 51.2 ‘ 277 6.4
0.3l T2 0.4 49 0.2 152 0.4 2 1.6 3 0.5
0.2{ 36! 0.2 41 0.2 113 0.3 2 L6 11 1.8
; .71 1821 1.0 7 0.3 273 | 0.7 2] 1.6 2 0.3
8 months.. 48 0.3 |} 45 1 0.3 ¢ 42 0.2 148 | 0.4 1 a. 1 0.2
7 months. . 104 | 0.1 63! 0.4 TR () 97 | 0.1 1 ( 0. 2 0.3
6 months. . 5.5 2,559 | 144 533 2.0 1,324 3.6 2| L6 2 1.6 40 7.7
5 months. . 0.4 208 1.2 ! 30 1 0.1 85 | 0.2 ... 7 ......... 1 0.8 ] 2 0.3
4 months. . 13] a7l 3.2 10} 0.4 842 | 0.9 L 1 0.8 | 19 3.2
3 months. . 410 2,30 | 13.01 304 1.2 713 | 1.9 1! 0.8 4 31 | 18 3.0
2 months. . ‘ 2.5 1,305 7.4] 202 0.8 527 | 174 3| 2.4 b 3.9 30 5.0
i month. .. 5.2 | 2,883 16.3 ] 284 11 991 | 2.7 1) 0.8 30 23.6 40 6.7
Under ! month. .. 4.0 || 2,437 137 1M 0.7 510 ¢ 1.4 2 1.6 20 15.7 103 17.3
i | i ¢ |
Period not stated. ............. 0.6 l 200 1.1} 7 } 0.3 215 | 0.6 jeeenenn. U U IR 9 1.5
{ i ; i |
‘:
I MALES
; ;’ L T i 1 ~ .
Al 5eNteNCes. . ueeurenreannen. F77,200 0 100.0 |, 15,100 100.0 | 25,172 | 100.0 l 3, 097 100.0 117 100.0 | 123 100.0.| 570 100.0
Death. .. ooomiiniiiiiienaaaaniaan T [0 N U To1a3 [ U R [ PO I (DU WU R
= | b ‘ | | ! :
| 6.3 | 28 0.2 4,637 1w4] 12 0.4 4 3.4 25 20.3 8 1.4
{ 15.3 | 1,362 9.0 2,511 0.0 [ 7,952 2.0 5 4.3 3 2.4 23 4.0
Atleast 1 ¥oAT.....cviveennen.. ! BT R BTN { 2,540 187 | 16,057 | 63.8 | 22,850 63.3; 961 s21. A %3l 275 48,
21 years and over_ ... :’ 1,567 | 2.0 18 0.1 1,34 3.3 170 0.5 | 17 14.5 | 0.7
20 Years. . 1,372 | L8l 2 0.2 1,159 4.6 176 0.5 | 7! 600 10 0.8 ...l -
15 to 10 years. 2,109 ] 2,74 52 0.3, L2 6.2 474 1.3 14 12.0 1.2
10 to 14 years. 5,050 6.6 217 1.4 | 2,08 11,9 | 1,842 5.1 16 18.7 3.7
9 years........ | e 053] 2 0.11 15T 0.6 186 0.5 | 5 | 4.3 1. 0.2
8 years. Uo7 LA | 5% 0.41 a6 2.2 54l 15| 3| 2.6 1. 2.3
7 years. 1,741 2.3 |l 91 0.6 768 3.0 & 2.4 2 L7 2.1
6 years. 1428 | 18 84 0.6 07 2.0 86 2.3 2 1.7 1.6
5 years. 6,259 | 8.1 (1 319 2.1} 2,272 9.0 3,651 10.1 6 5.1 4.7
4 vears. LogTen | .60 139 1.0 722 2.9 1 1891 5.2 3! 2.6 4.0
3 years. 5,155 | 8.74 37 29| 1,25 5.0 8,516 9.7 7 6.0 6.3
2% years. LRI ‘ L1y 44 0.3 161 0.6 G55 L8 2. 1.7 0.9
2 Years. OG0 N 301 1,428 BT 4,006 11.3 3 2.6 9.6
13 years o1, 160 148 1.0 263 1.0 81 2.3 3| 2.6 2.5
1 ye.u‘ RS Po4924 647 803 5.3 a24 3.7 | 3,138 8.7 6 | 5.1 4] s 8. 4
Under 1 ¥ear. .o oeesveneernenn. L7, 7R3 1 2.0 i7 ! 70.0 | 1,7t 70| 4,82 13.6 12 10.3 m‘ 52.0 E‘ 235 4.7
Mmonths. ..ol 2T 0.3 ] 0.5 48 | 0.2 0.4 3 17 § 3 0.5
10 months.- T 0.2 . i 0.2 40 | 0.2 | 0.3 2 1.7 1 1.9
9 months. | 498 ‘ 0.4 ¢ I 1.0 ™ 0.3 0.7 2 1.7 2 0.4
8 months 223 0.3 8 | 0.3 42 6.2 0.4 1 0.2
7 months Co0 0.1 : ’ 0.4 11 O 0.1 2 0.4
6 months. . 3,810 | 4.9 i 13.3 04 2.0 240 .2 13 7.5
R T 0.4 1 07 | 1.1 27 0.1 0. . 1 0.2
G L2 9 | 3.0 93 0.4 0. 19 3.3
2,5 3.7 W | 12.3 %1 1.2 1 ! 12 2,1
. ¢ 2.4 | " 7.2 197 0.8 1. 24 4.2
{3,810 4.9 3 16.8 2064 1.0 | 2. 36 6.3
i 3 4.0 | | 15.1 13 | 0.6 1. : 101 17.7
Lol o E 1.3 '3{ 0.3 N £ 9 1.
i i : | 1 i

|

! Less than one-tenth nf 1 per cent.
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TasLs X.~—DISTRIBUTION, BY SENTENCE, OIF PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904, CLASSIFIED BY ((LASS OF
OFFENSES AND SEX-—Continued.

PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 3U), 1G04,

H Convieted of offenses—
Totul. i 1 ) - - [ \

SENENCE. ] Against society. | Aglé)t:l;zfxﬁh“ Agmél:fyl_)mp_ Double erimes. z Uneclassified. 1 Not stated.
b B R — | - R
| ! I ;

Per cent ‘ v Pur eent Per cent | : Per vent | o Per cont | . Percont | o Per cont
N | distriba- | A0 | distribue | N80 | diseribae | YU distribne | N9 gieeriboe | 0 | dichi| Nuwi- | gictribu-
| Iy tion. 5 U tion. | : tiomn. L on. z e tion, W J tion. | " | rion.
: i ! 3 I S ,,f_.,m.*_.
FEMALES,
S S T B — 1 E e e e e et
All sentences. (... el 4,503 | 100.0 E 2,549 100.0 4 845 100.0 } 1,069 ‘ 100.0 l ] ‘ ) { 4 1) 27 )
Death... ... .o iiiiiirannas T S [ B i S P [ !
Imprisonment: | \
91 (£ IR NN 172 3.8 163 9.3 1 il 0.8 |
Indeterminate. ... 496 11.0 41 4.9 | 168 15.7 |
Atleast | year..... 1,521 33.8 | 551 H5.2 \ 603 5.4
21 years and over. | 24| 05 22 26 2 0.2
N YyeATS. ... ..... ! 33 0.7 33 [ R P,
15 to 19 years... 43 1.0 39 4.6 4 0.4
10 tn 14 years... 12 | | 59 0.5 22 2.1
gyears......... 5 0.1 2 1 0.1 3 0.3 |.
Byears......... 19 0.4 D 14 L7 4 0.4
....... 36 0.8 0.1 25 3.0 9 0.5
....... 3 0.8} 0.1 17 2.0 17 1.6
....... 164 3.6 0.5 80 10.2 64 | 6.0
50 | 1.8 0.1 2% 3.0 52 | 4.9
302 | 6.7 5.5 49 5.8 104 | 10.2
25 | 0.6 0.2 7 0.8 12 | 1.1
271 | 6.0 1.9 83 9.8 138 13.0
42 0.9 0.6 ] 1.1 17 } 1.4
329 | 7.3 ! 4.9 ! H2 6.2 149 ¢ 13.9
Underiyear.. ....ccoveevenen.. 2,300 a1 ! . 4.5 ‘ B8 10.4 284 1
11 months. ....neeeeeeno.... 1t 0.2 | 10 (9 1 01 ol
10 months. . 13 0.3 ° 7! 0.3 1 0.1 &
9months. .. 41 0.9 1 27 1.1 3 0.4 11
Smonths........._........ 15 | 0.3 7 [ (% N PR 7
7 months. 11} 0.2 9 [ S R O 2
6 months_ 636 | 146 543 21.3 29 3.4 81
o months. 5l 1.1 41 1.6 3 0.4 6
4 months. 148 3.3 127 5.0 3 0.4 18 |
3 months. 300 1.1 436 17.1 13 1.5 44
2months. 253 5.6 218 8.6 5 0.6 24
lmenth. ... cvieeoiiiia.. 410 | 338 13.3 20 2.4 47
Under Imonth. ... ........ 101 ¢ 4.2 | 146 5.7 10 1.2 30
! i
Period not stated.............. 14| 0.3 7 0.3 0.2 5]
| : i i

¥ Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,

A majority of the 28 prisoners serving a life sen-
tence for crimes against society had been found guilty
of crimes against chastity. Since most of the minor
offenses are included in the group of crimes “against

society,” this group shows the largest percentage of |
prisoners serving less than one year, namely, 71.4 per |

cent, as against 18 per cent sentenced for more than
one year. On the whole, the female prisoners who
have offended against society appear to escape with
lighter penalties than the male. The reason is largely
that more of the female prisoners had been convicted
of the minor offenses.

Of the 26,017 prisoners sentenced for crimes against
the person, only 7.1 per cent were incarcerated for
terms of less than one year, while 63.8 per cent served
more than one year and 44.8 per cent five years or longer.

It will be remembered that under the group of
crimes against the person were included 10,774 pris-
oners who had committed homicide. If Table 7 is
consulted, it will be seen that of this number 133 had
been sentenced to death and 4,443 to life imprison-

2 Less than one-tenth of 1 per ecent.

ment. Therefore 6,198, or 57.5 per cent, of the pris-
oners sentenced for homicide received lighter penal-
ties than death or imprisonment for life. This number
probably represents persons guilty of such murders as
fall within the statutory definitions of mmirder in the
second degree and persons guilty of manslaughter.
Among the 462 women sentenced for homicide, not
one had been condemned to death, and only 159 had
been sentenced to imprisonment for life; thus 303,
or 65.6 per cent, escaped with lesser penalties. In-
deed, since only 154 female prisoners guilty of homicide
weresentenced to terms of more than nine years, it is evi-
dent that a good many of the female prisoners who had
taken the life of another were sentenced to serve less
than ten years. The fact that those sentenced to death
or to life imprisonment formed a smaller proportion of
the women convicted of homicide than of the men
guilty of a crime of that class may have been due to
either one of two causes or to a combination of the
two. Possibly a larger proportion of the women
were guilty of the less serious offenses included under
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the generic head of homicide, or, on the other hand, it
is possible that for the same offense women were less
severely punished than men.

Of the prisoners sentenced for life on account of
crimes against property (3.2 per cent of all life prison-
ers), the greatest number had been guilty of burglary.
The indeterminate sentence was most frequently ap-
plied in the case of persons imprisoned for offenses
against property.  Such persons formed 65.7 per cent
of all prisoners sentenced for an indeterminate period,
while offenders aguinst the person formed only 20.7
per cent of that total and offenders against society
only 13.3 per cent. Among the offenders against
property 63.1 per cent were imprisoned for more than

PRISONERS.

one year, while 14 per cent were incarcerated for less
than a vear. Yet only 13.9 per cent of the group
under consideration had been given term sentences
for more than five years.

Nine female prisoners were serving life sentences
for crimes against property. The percentages show
that & much smaller proportion of the female than of
the male prisoners sentenced for this class of crimes
were incarcerated for more than five years.

Major and minor offenses.—Table x1 shows the per-
centage of major and minor offenders among the
prisoners enumerated on June 30, 1904, classified by
color, nativity, and race, for the main geographic

divisions.

TasLre XI.—PERCENTAGE OF MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS AMONG PRISONERS ENUMERATED, JUNE 30, 1904,
CLASSITIED BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND RACE, FOR MAIN GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERES

ENUMERATED, JUNE 50, 1904,

i . i “olore
DIVISION AND CLASS OF OFFENDERS. i White. : Colorl.
Aggregatoe. L o i !
! Total. ! Native. I'}?g;:g;n | ,}:‘]‘ﬂ:f‘)gi © Total. Negro.  (Mongoelian.! Indian.
- i i i ! ; i
Continental United States.. ... ... ... ..., 100.0 & 100.0 | 100.0 ‘ 160.60 100.0 3 100,60 106.0 100.6 109.0
Majoroffenders. ... : 7.1 ; 0.3 884 24.3 § 83,7 5.8 7.9 76.0
Minor offenders. ... ) & 42.9 4 0.7 | 41.7 ! 75.7 ) 15.3 ! 4.2 2.1 24.0
North ACLItIC. . ool ‘i 100.0 1000 | 1000 | 0.0 & i 0.0 4 100.0 oo
i i ! :
MBJOT OFFCNIARTS . oo uercncetaeeieaeneenannns ! 55.0 - 5.2 a6 1.3 (1 68K | 8.8 ST )
Minor offenders. . ...l | 43.0 46.8 43.8 a7 (1 ‘ 312 31.2 h f (i
i A . i t
South Atlantie. .. ... .ol PR ; 100.0 160.0 100.0 1000 0.9 100.0 [ ; (&)
Major offenders. . : 82.0 § ; 46 48,0 ®5.4 5.4 iy | (n
Minor offenders. . N 18.0 - i 25,4 62.0 4.6 4.6 ... leeeeeeees
E i it : : i
North Central. ..o i : 100.0 ‘f 100 0 , 06,0 .0 ¢ 100.0 1‘ 100.0 [R3) l‘ 100.0
MAJOT OIONACTS . - ve s eeieeeineeianeianens i 7.2 5 76.5 | 78.1 | 6.5 s0.0 | 80.1 oo 79.7
Minor offenders. - 2.5 23.5 | 2.9 ! W 20.0 19.9 o 20.3
| : il ! I
South Central. .. o.o..oooiiiiiin.. R 100.0 100.0 { 1000 w.00 (L 100.0 | 1000 foeeian | m
Major offenders. ... 38,8 i 88,3 88.0 [£) O S, S8.9 1 0.0 Lieioiii... | (1
Minor offenders. ... i 1.2 ¢ 1Ly 12.0 8.1 (851 1.1 L0 L. ‘ (1
WESEETTL. -« oo mms oevmeeee e e eeneeeenaoaeanae 0.0 100.0 100.0 a 100.0 00.0 0 100.0 | 100.0
Major offenders. .. . o 7.7 ” 781 TH (1 7410 3. ‘ TR.4 71.2
Minor offenders. «..ooei it i 238 i 2L.9 2.7 }l (1; 25.9 i 25,8 | 216 U8, 8

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 106,

The terms “felony” and “misdemeanor” do not
afford a proper means of differentiating the more
serious crimes from the lesser ones. Few of the penal
codes agree in their definitions of what constitutes a
felony. What is a felony in one state may be a mis-
demeanor in another. To avoid the confusing use of
such terms this report distinguishes beftween major
and minor offenses. All crimes that are universally
held to be of a grave nature, regardless of how they
happen to be punished in individual instances, have
invariably been classed as major offenses. Among
them are the most aggravated forms of offenses agamst
chastity, as enumerated in Table 4; perjulj’y, counter-
feiting, and various violations of the Umted States
laws; all the specified crimes against the person; and
arson, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement among
the specified crimes against property. The rule has
been followed of classifying larceny and a number of

other offenses, which may or may not be of a serious
nature, as minor offenses when the term of imprison-
ment was not for more than one year.

For continental United States the major offenses
formed 72.5 per cent, and the minor 27.5 per cent.
The North Atlantic states show the largest per-
centages of minor offenses, and the South Central the
smallest. Among the white prisoners 67.1 per cent are
classed as major offenders, as against 83.8 per cent
among the negroes. In all geographic divisions ex-

'cept the Western, the percentage of major offenders
among the negroes is larger than the corresponding
percentage among the whites. For continental United
States the major offenders appear in relatively larger
number among native white prisoners than among
those of foreign birth. In the North Atlantic division
among the white of foreign birth the minor offenders
outnumbered the major offenders, but in the other
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divisions conditions are reversed. In all the divisions
except the South Central, major offenders are rela-
tively more numerous among the whites of native
birth than among the foreign born whites. The pre-

DURING 1904.
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ponderance of minor offenders among the foreign born
of the North Atlantic states is in large part explained
by the concentration of the foreign born in urban com-
munities where minor offenses are severely punished.

PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904.

Distribution by cluss of institution.—The statistics
of prisoners enumerated on June 30, 1904, show that a
majority of them were confined in state prisons and
penitentiaries. The enumeration of the persons com-
mitted to prisons during twelve months, on the other
hand, shows the greatest number to have bheen sen-
tenced to county jails and workhouses. The expla-
nation is, of course, that the large majority of those
sentenced in the course of a year were found guilty of
minor offenses, and not of erimes demanding incarcera-
tion in state prisons. Table xm gives for the main
geographic divisions the per cent distribution, by class
of institution, of prisoners committed during 1904.

TaBLe XII—Per cent distribution, by class of institution, of prison-
ers commilied during 1904, for main geographic divisions.

PER CENT BISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS
COMMITTED DURING 1904,
I I : .
CLASS OF INSTITUTION. ;' North South North South! y-
I(;g;lgi . At- | At- . Cen- | Cen- ‘2 fgt'
United " lantic| lantic: tral tral divi-
States. divi- | divi- @ divi- | divi- sion
") gion. | sion. | sion. | sion. y
i :

Al institutions. .. ... _....... 100.0 4 100.0 | 100.0 ' 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
United States prisons. ............. 0.6 ....... 29 15 [...... 0.7
State prisons and state and county | ;

penitentiaries..............o..... 2L7 | 2L1 47.9 1 130 46. 9 )7
Reformatories for adults.......... 2. 34 ... [ - T PO J,
County jails and workhouses 67.2 1 748 55.2 | 60.1 | 40.2 67.3
Municipal prisons and workhouses. 7.6 0.7 401 2.1 39 133

Of the inmates of prisons on June 30, 1904, 65.2 per
cent were in state prisons and penitentiaries, while
only 21.7 per cent of those committed during the
whole year were sent to this class of institutions. To

the last mentioned percentage may be added the six-

tenths of 1 per cent committed to United States
prisons. County jails and workhouses absorbed 67.2
per cent of those committed, as against 22.7 per cent
confined in them on the given date.

It is also apparent from Table x1r that the commit-
ments to county jails and workhouses were relatively
more numerous in the North and West than in the
South. This is very probably due partly to the fact
that in the Northern and Western divisions the pro-
portion of the prisoners committed for minor offenses
was much greater than in the South, partly to the
ampler provisions of what may be called intermediate
prisons in the Northern states, and partly also to the
common use of state prisons in the South Atlantic
and South Central divisions for less grave offenses.

Number and ratio of prisoners eommitted.—It should
be borne in mind that the statistics of prisoners com-
mitted do not include any who were sent to prison for
nonpayment of fines. The figures given below are

therefore not comparable with returns from states
which publish annual statisties including this group of
prisoners.

How the prisoners committed in 1904 were distrib-
uted by states and territories, and in what proportion
to the general population, is shown, for each sex, in
Table xrir.

TapLe XIIT.—Number and ratin of prisoners committed during
1904, classified by sex, for states and territories.

FRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904,
Total. Male, ‘ Female,
y 5 OR TE RY. ; I B
STATE OR TERRITO! Rum- | D Num- | Num-
herper | ibcr per:: Ter per
Num- | 100,000 || Num- | 100,000 | Num- | 100,000
ber. jofpop-; bher. of &op-‘ ber. | of pop-
¢oula- | ula- 0 ula-
i tion.t | tion.t | tiona
i i
Continental Unlted States....149,601 | 184.1 136,365 | 328.7 i} 13,326 33.5
North Atlantic division.....| 76,235 | 338.3 I 67,233 i A9, 1 9,002 80.0
MO, e oeeenenaenennenes 1,503 | 25461 1,683 | 46041 120 343
New Hampshire.. 1,021 | 2309.7 932 | 437.4 | £9 4L.8
Vermont......... - 287 52,4 265 ¢ 149.3 22 12.9
Massachusetts. . L1 14,0646 | 482,38 | 12,528 ¢ 845.5 2,118 136.2
Rhode Island... 1,206 | 2%).2 1,101 | 483.2 105 83.1
Connecticut. ... 4,038 | 414.3 ; 3,57, 730.8 465 85.7
New York.... 29,815 | 382.9 | 26,025 | 67L.8 3,790 96.9
New Jersey... 8,661 | 419.9 7,742 | 750.2 919 0.2
Pennsylvania... 4,668 | 218.0 .| 13,384 | 390.9 1,254 38.9
South Atlantic division. 10, 643 96.0 | 9,739 | 175.5 904 16.3
Delaware. .. 198 | 103.5 181 | 183.3 17 18.1
Maryland. el 2,204 1767 1,095 | 322.1 200 33.3
District of Columbia...... 125 41.9 114 8.8 11 7.0
Virginig ... .oo.ooo. .| 2,067 | 106.8 1,849 | 1911 218 2.5
West Virginia.... .ol 1,382 1 134.0 1,327 2441 65 13.1
North Carolina..... .1 1,756 87.5 1,572 ; 157.9 184 18.2
South Carolina. .. . 830 58.6 708 ¢ 109.3 62 8.7
Georgia..... .| 1,368 57.7 | 1,264 107.3 104 8.7
Floriaa. -« eveeeereneaen 703 | 120.3 660 | 219.2 34 12.2
North Central division...... 38,603 | 138.3 | 30,430 | 253.3! 2,173 16.1
Ohio. i 7,858 | 180.4 6,976 | 316.6 882 41.0
Indiana... ..f 3,105 117.2 1 2,804 2071 301 3.2
1llinois. .. 4,208 80.5 | 4,033 | 150.6 175 6.9
Michigan 6,203 | 245.0 | 5,985 | 460.5 218 17.7
Wisconsin 3,501 | 181.6 | 3,518 307.3 73 6.8
Minnesota 1,915 99.1 4 1,814 176.5 101 1.2
Towa..... 5,054 | 213.9 4,014 ! 401.8 140 12.3
Missouri 02 02.1 2,847 160.3 175 10.9
North Dakota. . 371 99.9 365 176.5 6 3.6
South Dakota 87.9 367 | 16L.8 5 2.5
Nebraska....... 70.1 7211 128.6 27 5.3
Kansas....... 144.9 | 2,086 269.1 70 9.8
South Central division...... 66.8 | 9,617 | 123.5 589 7.9
Hentueky . ceemecanaannns 102,9 ;) 2,212 | 192.3 119 10.7
PeNNessee. cveunnarreranns 60.5 | 1,231 ! 114.6 53 5.0
Alabama_.....voviinians 55.7 4 1,018 ; 103.7 72 7.4
Mississippi..... . 60. 4 921 A 81 9.8
Louisiana...... 80.8 | 110 149
TeXAS. e vnnsrnnn 69 101 6.2
Indian Termitory .. covmnfomeen i iieneeteea el ceeaaan
Oklahoma 20 8.2
Arkansas. ) 33 4.9
Western division........... 313.4 |} 13,346, &35.0 ||._ 638 32.9
Montans....coeveeeona.s | 18i 3229 872 1 504.0 46 413
Wyoming..ceeemneanenanan 180 ¢ 171.8 178 | 27L.7 2 5.1
Colorado. .cvoveninnnnnnnn 043 | 150.5 908 | 287.7 35 12,7
New Mexico...oo.oeonaoo. 195 93.0 182 | 163.2 13 13.3
ATIZONA . s oo mvamemcmmnns 480 | 330.1 473 ¢ 588.4 7 12.3
£ 714 N 812 | 267.4 796 | 817.5 16 10.7
Nevada  ceeiencneninnnnnns 228 | 538.6 222 ¢ 867.1 6 35.9
Tdahoeeemmcaaea oL 288 | 150.3 255.2 8 9.8
Washington....c.caeevun. 1,243} 212.9 || 1,212 | 348.7 3L 12,6
[0 13-4+ 1 BRI 354 80. 4 363 | 143.4 1 0.5
California.. .. ... .. 8,353 523.4 7,860 | 904.9 493 (7.8

1Ratios based on estimated population, June 30, 1904.
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During 1904 a total of 149,691 prisoners were
committed in the United States on term sentences.
Assuming that those enumerated on June 30, 1904,
namely, 81,772, represent the average number in
prisons on any given date, it will be seen that the
prison population on a fixed date constitutes about
54.6 per cent of the number committed on term sen-
tences during a year. If all those who went to prison,
not because they received a tern sentence, but because
they were unable to huy their liberty by paying fines,
had been included, the ratio of prisoners to population
would of course have been larger.

The ratios of prisoners committed per 100,000 of
population shown for the states and territories are,
in most instances, more or less affected by prevailing
methods of dealing with minor offenders. In states
where the courts habitually impose fines without
imprisonment upon petty offenders, the ratios must
inevitably be lower than where term sentences of
imprisonment are more commonly applied. Ratios
of commitments such as 41.9 per 100,000 in the District
of Columbia and 80.5 in Ilinois, as against 482.3 in
Massachusetts and 523.4 in California, do not for an
instant permit of deductions in regard to the compara-
tive extent of criminality in these communities, as the
ratios are determined largely by the use of the term
sentence in dealing with minor offenses. In states
where drunkenness, disorderly conduct, vagrancy, and
violations of local ordinances are severely prosecuted
and frequently punished by imprisonment on a term
sentence, the ratio of prisoners to population must of
necessity be larger than in communities that adopt a
more lenient course. But even with these reservations
the ratios given in Table x1mr are instructive. They
reveal the widely divergent methods of imposing penal-
ties and the different public standards followed in
dealing with the minor violations of the law.

The North Atlantic division is first in the number of

prisoners committed per 100,000 of population, since

in no other section of the country are prison sentences
for the least grave violations of law so common. But
within this group the differences in ratios are striking,
the lowest being 82.4 for Vermont, and the highest

482.3 for the neighboring state of Massachusetts.
The second smallest ratio is for Pennsylvania.

In the South Atlantic states the ratios vary from
41.9 per 100,000 in the District of Columbia to 176.7
in Maryland. Similar divergencics appear in the
North Central division. The ratio of 80.5 for Illinois,
for instance, stands out in remarkable contrast to the
ratio of 245 for Michigan.

The ratios for the South Central states show, on the
whole, considerable uniformity; but in the Western
group they vary from 80.4 in Oregon to 538.6 in
Nevada.

To infer that actual conditions of criminality are
truly reflected in these ratios would he contrary to all
known faets. That in Illinois, for instance, with a
population twice as large as that of Iowa a smaller
nuntbher of offenders should he committed to prison in
the course of twelve months can have but one meaning,
namely, that different standards in the prosecution of
crime and in the methods of punishing it prevail in the
two states.  The attitude of the public in regard to
the punishment of minor offenses, such as drunkenness,
disorderly conduct, and vagrancy, has a marked effect
upon the kind of sentence imposed, and this in turn
affects the ratio of prisoners to population. Naturally,
even under more uniform policies and court methods
divergent ratios might result; but how they would
differ and in which state they would be the larger is
bevond any man's ken. A more accurate knowledge
of the facts can only be had from statistics based upon
court records, accompanied by a.careful study of the
various penal codes and the local application of them.
‘What has been said above in regard to the interpreta-
tion of the ratios for both sexes together is pertinent
regarding those for each sex separately.

The next two tables help to a clearer understanding
of the ratios adduced above. The first, Table xrv,
deals with the per cent distribution, by offense, of male
and female prisoners committed during 1904, for main
geographic divisions; and the second, Table xv, with
the per cent distribution, by eclass of offenses, of
prisoners committed during 1904, for states and ter-
ritories.
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TanLe XIV.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY OFFENSE, OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904, ('LASSIFIED BY
SEX, FOR MAIN GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1404,

|
i
g
| : i
[ Continental United i North Atlantie i South Atlantic \ North Central South Central Western divisi
OFFENSE. | Stutes. division, division. | divisinn. division. Vestern division.
| . — = - - e MF ) e I - : | . - \ [ ]
Total Mate. . F Total| Mate.” Fer g e, Fo i Male. P ot e F& ' torar aate, | e
; I‘(»Lu].;} Male. - e ‘ lut‘.z.l.1 Male. male. FPotal. . Male, male. |, T(.Itdl.“ Male. male. | l‘uml.j: Male. j male. | Total.: Mule. :male.
e i S S N SRS AU I : i
‘ i ' i i i : ; H . | I A T T
Allclasses.............. ‘ 100,01 100.0 100.0 ; 100.0 5 100.0°100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 ¢ 0.0 ‘ W00.6 ¢ WH.G 100.0 100.0 . 100.9 } 100.0 § 100.0 j 1000 | 1%L 0
Against chustity..... ... .... 260 LTI 260 1T o4 200 15 s 21 w2 20 L6 950 L2 L2| L2
i fi i { [ l
Adultery. ... 0.4 ‘ 0.2 L5 1.0 o2l 0.2 0.7 0.5 46 024 0l 0.1 “ 01, 03
Fornication. 0.4 0.3 1.4 1.3 0.7 || 0.6 0.6 tha 1.9 0.3 02 ‘\ 0.1 GI......
Prostitution. 0.0 ... 5.5 4.3 (10 S LR 0y 15.0 (&3 B P, i oy L B
Other. ........ L4l L2 3.4 29| 090 07 L4 L1 a8 1al L2 uel 1o 03
' i i
Against public policy . ....... Coak G 580 T0.3 1 TLO L T8 | B0.4 35,0 ‘1 44. 4 a2 1 o3La 4A6 286 280 | 1) 4 ‘ AT 83.0
Violating United States | : ‘ ‘i : e T
FERL S 0.9 Lo 03 1.1 1.2 3 245 26 0.2 (.4 14 0.3 09 0 0.4 0.4 0.8
Drunkenness. . ......... 23.2 22.0 | 359 32.3 30.7 1 443 8.0 1 47, T3 26 2.4 2481 21K 3.7 i 5.4 25.5
Disonderly conduct...... L5 0.8 187 147 138 2031 107! 98] 201 a8 5T 1080 1200 117 L 1T0 QE (N 0.2
Violating liquor laws. ... - 1.4 0.8 0.7 ). & 0.8 261 26 1.7 1% L7 o3l 43 4] Q05 0.9l ...
VUETANCY e 19.5 13.2 19.9 1 20.8 12.8 7.0 6.8 0.1 16.9 4 17.5 } g0 21 17 i 40.6 5 404 44.8
Other. .o ooovnnianann. 4.3 1.4 3.8 3.7 0.9 7.4 1}’ 7.9 24 4.7 4.8 | 1.6 { 5.6 a6 ! 2.4 20 1.7
W i | i :
Against the person. ......... L1090 B0 BB T30 250 203 271 11| 1L6 | 1.9, 64y 259 242, 9.1 0.3 5.0
! ! | ! : : ]
Homicide ] LT Lli a4l 04, 03; 43 8 L4 L4 L3lh ez aad L) 16 0.6
Agmsauit. 7.0 3.4 5.5 | 59, 1.9 149 20 81 841 41 1.7 11.8 \ 587 5.0 2.6
Robber: 1.1 0.3 0.5 0.6 18 L6 1.4 Lal 0.8 1.8 1.9 1.2 L3 0.5
Rape.. . 0.5 ce... 0.3 03 ... L0 0.5 0.6, Lo L1 TR T
L8] 1) R ; 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.2 { 0.1 ‘ 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 6.2 0.1 i 0.1 14
| | i ! | i
Apgainst property............ I 25,6 ‘\ 26,9 11.8 18.2 ; 9.6, 7.40 3066 | 319 i 32.7 0 18.3 43,57 442 ‘ 32.8 27.1 27.9 4.3
BUIIATY < eooeeaenons. [ 48! 52! o4 a0l 34| o1 “ 82| 871 22 531 &8 05 1L0. 1L.8! &6L 575 601
Lareeny ... o.ocoo.oo.o. [ 168 i 17.4 1 10,6 12.4 4 131 \ 6.9 21.8 ‘ 20,61 23 % 216 L4 1640 2710 9Tl 2720 1561 1.3
Forgery. .. 0.9 Lo| 0.1 0.4 0.4 01 124 13| 02 1.4 Lal o4 229 28(..... YLéh Le |
Fraud....... .2 L3 (L2 0.8 0.8+ 0.1 .74 L8 04 1.5 Ll 03 1.7 L7 ‘ 0.7 21} 2.2
Embezzlemen G4 0.4 0.1 021 02, M L 051 6.5 1 0.6 ol 01} 0.4 ! 0.5 . ..... 03 05
Malicious mi ; : ; | i i i : | ; ’ | !
LTESPRBS. .. . eenennnn. Con4y ona| 02l L4f 1e 02 | a7 | 80l o2 11: L2: 05F 06 07| 03] 12! 12|
Other. . .. .. .ceceeeail 0.2 0.2 02 01y 01 )y 05y 05 06 02, 02 01| 05, 04] 10| 01! 01|
i : i i | ; i i :
Allother2. ..ol 1.4 1.5 11 0.53l 0.6 0.3 1‘ 813 50O 60 1.8 Lgl 2.4 1.9‘ 2.0 t 0.7‘ 2.2 2.3
I I I i i | : ! : |

! Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

Inthe group ““against chastity”’ the crimes of bigamy,
seduction, and crime against nature are not mentioned
separately, as the numbers of persons committed
for these crimes were small. The largest percentage
appearing in this group was that for prisoners com-
mitted for prostitution. It is an offense which is not
prosecuted with any vigor except in some of the North
Atlantic and North Central states—at least not under
this name. During the year 1904, 2.6 per cent of all
the prisoners committed had been guilty of offenses
against chastity. The largest percentages for the
whole group are credited to the North Atlantic and
North Central states. It iswell known that the lesser
offenses against chastity are very common ameng the
colored population, but this fact is not disclosed by the
returns from the Southern states, since the population
of these states is so largely concentrated in rural dis-
tricts, where erimes of all kinds, especially those against
chastity, are not so vigorously detected and prose-
cuted as in cities.

In all, 59.9 per cent of the prisoners committed dur-
ing 1904 had been guilty of offenses against public pol-
icy, the largest groups being those sentenced for drunk-
enness (23.2 per cent), disorderly conduct (11.5 per
cent), and vagrancy (18.9 per cent). In other words,

N

2 Imeludes unclassified, not stated, and double erimes.

more than one-half of all the persons sent to prison on
term sentence were committed for these offenses. Or,
to. put it differently, more than one-half of the persons
sent to prison in the course of a year had been convict-
ed of violations of law that do not necessarily imply
a criminal bent in those perpetrating them. Disor-
derly conduct is often but another name for drunken-
ness.

In addition to those committed on a term sentence
for the three offenses under consideration, it is known
that a majority of the persons serving time for non-
payment of fines have been convicted of one or the
other of these cffenses.

The commitments for drunkenness constitute the
following percentagés of the whole number in the dif-
ferent geographic divisions: North Atlantie, 32.3;
South Atlantic, 5; North Central, 21.6; South Central,
3.8; and Western, 6.3. The commitments for disor-
derly conduct also form a larger percentage in the
North Atlantic division than in the others. Commit-
ments for vagrancy are particularly numerous in the
North Atlantic (19.9 per cent) and Western (40.6 per
cent) divisions. If the percentages of commitments
for drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy are
added together, the following figures are shown for
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each geographic division: North Atlantic, 66.9; South
Atlantic, 22.7; North Central, 44.4; South Central,
17.9; and Western, 57.

Table xmx shows that of the several divisions the
North Atlantie, the Western, and the North Central
reported the largest ratios of prisoners committed
during 1904 to population. The ratios under consid-
eration are determined largely by the demands of
public opinion in regard to the punishinent of the
offenses of drunkenness, disorderly conduet, and va-
grancy. Where the public requires that such offenses
be severely punished, especially by term sentences,
the ratios of the commitments for them will be cor-
respondingly large, and vice versa. The frequency
of commitments for these offenses, therefore, reflects
public sentiment in regard to repressive measures
rather than unusual numbers guilty of misconduct.

The ratios shown in Table x111 for female prisoners
comnmitted during 1904 likewise reflect the prevailing
standards in regard to the prosecution of women who
offended by drunkenness, disorderly conduct, or va-
grancy. If the percentages of female prisoners com-
mitted on account of such offenses are added, the
following results will be obtained for the different
divisions: North Atlantic, 78.4; South Atlantic, 36.7;
North Central, 43.3; South Central, 30.1; and Western,
80.5. These variations in the percentages correspond
roughly to the variations in the ratibs of female pris-
oners to population, as shown in Table xm1 for the
several divisions, and add emphasis to the fact already
noted that the variations of the ratios are to a large
extent determined by public policy in regard to the
prosecution of women for drunkenness, disorderly con-
duct, and vagrancy. The extraordinary percentage
(44.8) of women committed for vagrancy in the states
of the Western division means that very many actually
guilty of offenses against chastity are prosecuted on
the charge of vagrancy.

In all, 10.4 per cent of the prisoners committed in
1904 had been convicted of some offense against the
person. The largest number were sent to prison for
assault, which term comprehends both felonious at-
tempts to take life and simple assault and battery.
The commitments for the last mentioned kind of as-
sault vary in proportion to the severity of the codes
and the manner of their enforcement. The second
largest group of persons sent to prison for offenses
against the person had committed homicide. The
2,444 persons imprisoned for homicide during 1904
were divided among the states and territories in the
following numbers:

S COMMITTED
FOR HOMICIDE DUR-
ING 104,

i
STATE OR TERRITORY. [ |
i \ Numhego
i . per 100,01
n Number. | of popnla-
; ‘ tian.
e - J\. S ——
|
Continental United Btates_ ... ... .ol 2,444 3.0
North Atlantie division 14
Maine. oo 2 0.3
New Hampshire 5 1.2
Vermont.. ... 3 0.9
Mussachusctts 28 0.9
Rhode Islind ! 1.3
Connecticut i 1.3
New York a1 1.2
New Jersey - - 21 1.5
Pennsylvanit.. ..o e 1.9
South Atluntie division. .. . ...l B 4.1
DelaWare ..o 10 5.2
Maryland....... 2} 1.6
District of Colambit. . vue et eiieieieevn carvnaee e
Virginia____.... 61 3.2
West Virginia. 5ty 5. 4
North Carolins 38 2.9
South Caroling 63 4, 4
Georgin....... 146 6.2
Florida i 41 7.0
North Central division............oooiaiiiiLL | 526 19
O e e 81 1.9
Indiana..... JO o 36 1.4
Ilinois..... P .- .- 4] 1.9
Michigan..... 24 1,1
Wisconsin. . . 16 0.7
Minnesota 13 0.7
Iowa... 21 0.9
Missouri. . 87 2.7
North Da 9. 2.4
South Dakotu. 10 2.4
Nebraska. .. 18 1.7
) o 107 7.2
Bouth Central division. ... ....o.iiiiiiiiiiol 943 6.2
B0 1T A ) N 147 6.5
Tennesses. . 134 6.3
Alabhama. 120 6.1
Mississippi 138 8.3
Louisiana 154 10.3
Texas. .. 150 4.4
Indisn Territory...oo oot iiaiiinieeenecinnnadenieereeeeedevennernnnen
Oklahoma.. 1 0.2
Arkansas 99 7.1
Western diviston. .....ooon oL 215 | 4.8
B T R 19 6.7
Wyoming. . - - 4 3.8
Colorado...... s cead 41 6.9
New Mexico. . 15 7.2
Arizona ! 25 18.2
Utah. 4 1.3
Nevad, 6 14.2
Idaho. 1 0.5
‘Waghington. 17 2.9
Qregon... . 8 1.8
(62,2103 < o1 W l 75 4.7

Although it isnot always true that the commitments
for homicide reflect accurately the number of cases of
murder and manslaughter, there is probably greater
uniformityin the punishment of crimes of this class than
in the punishment of any of the others specified in
the table, so that the commitments may serve as a
fairly reliable index of the prevalence of the erimes
included under the generic head of homicide.

The lowest ratio of commitments for homicide, 0.2,
is shown for Oklahoma and the highest, 18.2, for
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Arizona.
Atlantic division (1.9) was in Pennsylvania; but it is
exceeded by the ratios for all of the states of the South
Atlantic division except Maryland and the District of
Columbia; by those for Missouri, the Dakotas, and
Kansas among the North Central states; by those for
all the South Central states except Oklahoma and
Indian Territory; and by those for all except
Utah, Idaho, and Oregon in the Western division.
"\Iotably small is the ratio of 0.7 reported both for Wis-
consin and Minnesota. That the ratio for Kansas is

high as compared. with those for the other states of |
the North Central division may have been due to the |

fact that a United States prison is located in Kansas.

In all, 1,484 persons imprisoned for crimes against
the person had committed robbery and 620 rape. The
numbers and ratios per 100,000 population of the two
crimes specified are shown for each geographic division
in the following tabular statement:

PRISONEERS COMMITTED DURING E904—

For robbery. !

For rape.

DIVISION. i . ] .

| o Pt
i | per 100, N 1 per
j Number. | 5 populi- | Number. I of popula-
tion. | ' tion.

3 ‘ ats l ‘
Continental United States....| 1,484 | L8, 620 | 0.8
North Atlantic . oo ocoveeiiiieen.nn. | 408 1H | 1(44 ( 0.9
South Atlantic..................... 165 L5 0.5
North Central. 530 2.0 2()5 0.7
South Central- 186 L2 103 | 0.7
51723 o ) | 175 3.9 44 ! 1.4

i

The variations in the relative number of commit-
ments for robbery in the different states are very con-
siderable, and the exact meaning of such variations
can not clearly he set forth by means of statistics based
solely upon prison returns. The term ‘‘robbery” is
also more or less comprehensive according to the deﬁ—
nitions adopted in the state codes.

Inspection of Table x1v shows that the prisoners
committed for crimes against property formed 18.2
per cent of the total commitments in the North
Atlantic division, 36.6 per cent in the South Atlantic,
31.9 in the North Central, 43.5 in the South Central,
and 27.1 in the Western. Except in the South At-
lantic and South Central states the erimes against pub-
lic prlicy showed larger percentages of the total com-

1552—07—3

The highest ratio of any state of the North | mitments.

i

It does not follow, however, that relative
to population the crimes against property bring a
larger number of persons behind prison bars in these
two divisions; quite the contrary. While the South
Atlantic and South Central divisions show the largest
percentage of commitments for burglary, the ratios
of commitments per 100,000 population were 10 in the
North Atlantic states, 17.8 in the Western, and less
than 8 in the remaining divisions, as is shown in the
following tabular statement:

H
PRISONERS COMMITTED
:  FUR BURGLARY DUR-

i ING 1904,
DIVISION. ‘ 1
) pr 200,000
wer 1 i
Number. } {‘f popula-
! tion.
; e
Continental United Stutes. ... ... : 7,161 8.8
North Atlantic 2,263 l 10.0
South Atlantic. "&ig ; 7.8
North Central.. 2,105 ¢ 4D
South Central.. . L1 7.4
BT 2 802 \ 17.8

Similar relations in respect to ratios might be shown
concerning commitments for larceny. This offense

+ also belongs to that numerous class which is not only
i subject to a great variety of definitions in the codes

and punished accordingly, but is prosecuted more or
less strenuously as public opinion demands.

The gravest form of crime against property, namely,
arson, is not shown separately in Table x1v, because of
the small totals involved. In all, 213 persons were
committed for arson in the United States. Relative to
population this offense appears to be far more common
in the South Atlantic and South Central states than
in the other divisions. The same fact was observed
in the statistics of the prison population, and is con-
nected with the presence of a large colored population.

Table xv gives the per cent distribution, by class of
offenses, of prisoners committed during 1904, for states
and territories. It should be read with the reserva-
tions noted in the analysis of Table x1v, which may be
summed up by saying: The total number of commit-
ments for the different classes of crime must, in gen-
eral, be accepted asevidence of the extent to which such
crimes are punished by imprisonnmient, rather than as
evidence of actual eriminal conditions in the states

i and territories.
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TanLe NV.—Der cont distribution, by class of affenses, of prisoners
cameniitied during 104, for states and territories.

PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904: PER

CENT CONVICTED OF OFFENSES—
STATE OR TERRITORY. ' i
" Aguinst | \%“‘m:t Againsl ' agyinst | Al
chastity. ] LI:L:[H'_V. person, property.| othert
Continental United States. ..., 2.6 ' A5G, 0 10.4 25, 6 L3
North Atlantic division. ... 2.6 1 71.4 08 182 0.5
Maie, ... 29 776 4.7 15.4 0.1
New Hampshire oo o000 2.0 7.1 S0 17.3 ..o ...
Vermont.e. ..o 87 [ 35,0 0.3
Mussachusetts. ...l 2.3 4.5 148 0.2
Rhode Istand .o oL 4.6 6. 8 10. 6 18.4 0.4
Connert et oo oooaa { 2.6 7.1 RA 214 0.3
New Yok, o ool 0.4 76,0 4.4 17.5 {L.
New Jersev oL e 74 (5.1 10,2 13,6
Pennsylvan w. ... ] G T 10.2 24.8 0.
South Atlantie division...... 2.4 .0 213 3. 6 5.1
Delaware. . 2.0 22.7 23,3
Marglund. . 2.2 8.7 4
Distriet of ( 4.8 4.8 248
Virginia..... 14 248 AR
West Virginia. .. 2.0 23,2 271
North Carolina. . 3.6 4.4 240
Sonth Caroling, . 0.7 42,4 20,2
GEOTEZ e e e v we- . 0.7 3.9 24,8
) 3 (5) ST A 2.7 185 236
North Central daision. . ... : 35 51, 2 1.6 3L G L8
(87511 J . 1 480 126 0. 4 2.9
Indin 8.5 24 4 L e 2, 4 54
ilino 2.0 3.8 I 3 4% 5 (%)
Michiga 2.0 741 5.4 18,0 0.4
Wiseonsin..... 16 721 6.3 08 0.1
Minnesota..... 22 518 114 344 0.2
Jowa...oovomenn- 21 44 4.1 17. 4 1.1
Migsourio.o..... 3.8 2.4 105 7. 6 2.4
North Dakota. .. 6.7 .9 137 280 0.5
South Dakatu. .. 4.0 242 I8 5 L O 11
Nebraska, oo oaenn .- 1.6 338 18 4 45,3 0.8
B OCT 1 LTTL SR 2.7 25,8 185 52,2 13
South Centrul divigion....... 2.0 28.6 3.9 43,5 L9
D 11 4410 5 TP 1.8 47.1 18. 4 41,1 1.6
TENnessee. o coeveemeovovannn 4.0 217 25.1) 43,9 2.3
Alabama. ... .oieevernanens 2.2 20.6 29.5 44 2.8
Mississ ppl.cooierrarananaen L4 47.8 0.0 27.8 24
LonisTaNg. oo eemncaeaaeaate 0.7 2%.8 07.4 42,5 0.5
5. £:T: J 18 18.6 19.1 H8. 2 2.4
Indian Terrtory oo aemaesovaummeenclineaecaealomenaceeafoennnnanaidonaia.
QOklahoma .. ...cocaeeiann.s 17 489 t. 8 30.8 2.8
ATKANSHAS . .o v mermmmemee 2.2 9.0 30.9 56, 8 L0
Western division............. 1.2 60. 4 9.1 27.1 2.2
Montana. .o.o.ooenenaavnnn 10 535 1L0 413 3.3
Wyoming. .o oeememacrannnn- 0.6 19.4 19.4 60.0 0.6
Colorado. . covueeemacacaa.ns L0 22,7 22.5 &53. 3 0.5
Now Mexieo .ooeveaeaena... L35 17.9 333 46.2 1.0
ATIZODU . ¢ ceeiicemreae s L3 8.3 15.6 23.1 1.5
Utahocerercrmmnacccaanas 2.2 63,5 5.5 27.7 pN]
Nevada 0.9 60.3 88 20. 6 0.4
Idaho. . oeiaeeane ot 0.3 63.5 7.3 23.6 5.2
Washington L3 47.2 1.0 30. 4 L0
Oregon 2.7 b5, 8 16.5 847 0.3
California. L1 70.3 ! 6.0 19.9 2.8

1 Includes unclassified, not stated, and douhle erimes.
¢ Less than one-tenth of 1 per oent.

o ey

Sentences.—The sentences of 4,129 of the prisoners
committed during 1904 were not reported.  Presuma-
bly nearly all of these prisoners were serving short sen-
tences, as the incomplete returns were received almost
wholly from the minor prisons. Table xvr, based on
Table 12, shows, for states and territories, the per cent
distribution, by sentence, of 145,562 prisoners of known
sentence committed during 1904.

The relation of sentences to erimes will be dis-
cussed later. The unevenness of the length of sen-
tences imposed in different states for identical offenses
is often commented upon, but is a matter that can
not be correctly interpreted except by the aid of
statistics drawn from court records.

Table xvI is chiefly of interest as an illustration of
the extensive use of the short-term sentence in deal-
ing with minor offenses. For continental United
States 20.4 per cent of the prisoners of known sen-
tence committed during 1904 were sentenced for less
than thirty days, and 67.2 per cent for less than four
months. The percentages of prisoners sentenced for
less than one month varied from zero in the District of
Columbia to 77.2 in Iowa. On the whole, the employ-
ment of sentences of less than thirty days’ duration
does not stand in the close relation one might expect
to the number of minor offenses involved. In Mas-
sachusetts, for instance, where an unusually large pro-
portion of the prisoners committed had been guilty
of minor offenses, such as drunkenness and vagrancy,
only 9.8 per cent were sentenced for less than thirty
days; whereas in Illinois, with comparatively few
commitments for these two offenses, 34.5 per cent of
all prisoners were incarcerated for less than thirty
days. Many other examples of this kind could be
adduced from Table xvr.

When the proportion of the minor offenders among
the total number of prisoners committed in the several
divisions are recalled, short-term sentences are espe-
cially conspicuous in the North Central and Western
divisions, where 70.2 and 64.9 per cent, respectively,
were sentenced for less than three months, as against
52.5 per cent in the North Atlantic states. In general,
the terms of sentence for minor offenses reveal strangely
inconsistent policies in the use of repressive measures,
and seem to be determined not so much by penal codes
as by usage.
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TasLe XVI.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY SENTENCE, OF PRISONERS OF KNOWN SENTENCE, COMMITTED
DURING 1904, FOR STATES AND TERRITORIES.

i PRISONERS OF KNOWN SENTENCE COMMITTED DURING 104! PER CENT SENTENCED TU—

Imprisennent.

STATE OR TERRITORY. 1 7
Death, Yeirs. ! Months.
| Indeter- . R B
i Life. ! minuli: | T ;
: period. 15 and | 10te Gio - N Zorilor: 7to 4ori o, 1 nder
: | f over. . 14 0. & 4 ) A T TSN B TON AL S S I
: ! i i ! i
; | , [, e 1
Continental United States.............. ! ol 0. 4 6.0 0.6 L4 07 L& 949 su. 14
North Atlantic division............ .. R U0 S A VA § 6.6 0.1 T 5. L1 L1, 34
Maine. .o.oooo e G4 D4 010 0.9 20 08 221 40 1210196
New Hampshire. .. ooooooooiioiiaenne S 2 Te 2 Ul 44 1.4 10.1 G 1240204
Vermont.. 0.3 Ly 28 7.8 7.7, 94 501 63 125 105! W0.1§
Mussuehus N T () (L G4, 09 LYy 2210 757112157 142
Rhode Island. . 0.2 0.2 0.5 LY 101 7.8 541 Lt 30 431
Connecticut.. SV o1 @ |y 028 LY 36 31 45 154
New York iy | R L2 0870 0.4 0.7 05, 21, 09 157 28 Aa. 08
New Jersey. .. 0.1 1 0.2 0.6 0.2 L& L1l 46, 08 30° 0.6 74 &Y,
Pennsylvanit.. ... e 0.2 j G 0.3 0.3 0.9 U.7] 31} 26| 6 24 01 23380 4.3
South Atlantic division............... 01 L7 0.1 L8| L7y 210 3.7, L9 3.8] 6.2 0 511 64 o4
Delaware. o ooeeereeninneaeieinaan. L0, 214 [P . i, 9.7 41 41,
Maryland.......... . 0.1 0.2 4. . i 8.3 1.6 19.4 .
Distriet of Columbia. ... o iiioian il 240 4.8 80 4.0 12.04.......
Virginia. 0.2 0.3 - 2.9 2} 3. 7 ¢ . L5 50 1011 200 245
West Vir, . 0.4 1.0 . 4.4 i .1 . L8 270 64! 156 3.0
North Carolina. . . 0.4 1. 5 13, L1 .8 . 1270 7.0 9.1 189 10. 4
South Carolingd....c.oooieiiiiinioai]oinnean ' 4.1 .1 LR 3.4 .3 ) 1.4 52 3.9 350 18.5
Georgla........ 0.1 5.1 3.0 G.2 . 7.8 20.2 60 3.1 45 2451 14 1.2
753 115 15 WP 3.4 1.9 §4°10.9:16.5 ¢ L7 26 67 69 8.9 43
! ' i ! i |
North Central division i 0.4 8.7 0.4 05 L3 27! 42, 07| 24 0.8' 52 491 23.2 42.1
ORIO. < eeeeeer e e I 5 0.3 0.4 . 0.9 14 33 02 300 0.60 32 39! 00 232
Indiana ! 0.3 20,9 e 0. 05 0.2 3.1 120 340 55 20, 366
Illinois. . . 0.9 188 U740 0.3 . (oL 0.2 0.5 36 25 AT 24 535 i 6.8 1521 345
Michigan : 0.3 ] )1 015 (B . 1 01 0.4 0.8 0.4 0B 0L T6D 580 147 59. 4
‘Wisconsi : 0.1 2.2 . ¢ 0.2 0 . 0.4, 1.0, 20, 59 1.1 261 091106 53, 155 al.1
Minnesota. . i 0.4 8.2 0.3, 0.4 1.0 . .20 LB 231 41 0.4 061 0.6 0.4 118, 24.5 301
Towa...... ' § 0.3 0.4 0 L 0.8 1.4, 31° 07 L4 05 L1, 07 9.9 T2
Missouri O P : L5 Ly . 4. . 580152 23 0.7] 251 0.6 47 40 149 385
North Dakota. 0.3 1.1 L6 2 1. N 250 3.0 85 Lb: LG 2017 1.4 146 38.5
South Dakota. . [P L3 6y O 1. L4 350 71013 440 06 21 20° 195 38.1
Nebraska. . ... : 0.1 0.7 L4 1 1 1.7 54 45 L 04! 0.1 2.6 3.5° 241 38 7
FCANSAS e ee e e mammmeaames 1% 0.2, 181 L1l 26 L6 506G 6.9 29! 1.1 88 62 161 6.9
I K i i
South Central division................ | 0.1 2, 1! 3.3 [ 0 } 1.4 :' 381 41 10.3% 245
KentueKy . oeeiaeeveiennene el 2.3 210 0.9 L5 347
Tennessee. . 3.5 | L1 22 3.9 10.7
Alabama. . 1l 90 21 28 14.0
Mississippi. 2.2 L0 0.6:11.8 A.9
Louisiana. 3.7 1 L2 271 85 22.3
Texas..... . 0.1 [ 3.0 .0 L1 1.3 26.6
Indign Territory . PO OE DUMPR OPUDR SEURPS SURIN FPRURPRES RPN SRR SN RPIS SN P Sy
Oklashoma..... i B IR L 2.8 68.0
ArKANSAS. oo iiinii e 4.4 20 0.4 [ 0.8 11.9
Western division. . ..ol 0.7 1) 20| 7.3 40.7
Montana.. 0.8 0 Al o210 01 45! 26' 91| 817 181! 308
Wyoming. 1.1 1. B A 100 7.5 23 80,109, 1.5 19.0
Colorado. . 1. .. R .1 2.1 28 1.4) 37 7.1 129 155
New Mexic 26, 0 LG 88 09.8:2490 Lé) 0.5 47| 2.6 119 2.3
Arizona. 1.0, 2 L7 42 25102 0.8 420 061 31 2.5 104 45.1
Utah, . 02 0 L1 0.7 0.7, 227 7.4} 21 1.0} 55| 89, 256 43.0
Nevada. 0.5 2. 23 L8 L., 09 L&, 28] 51 23] 46| 651 2846 36.9
Idaho... 0.4 ... 0.7, 0.4 0.4} 21 281 7.4} P21 L& 42 841 165 2.6
Washington 1.8 L 230 8.6 211 44 67127 P LG 300 3.4 210 4.0 43.6
Oregon. ... Lg: 1 441 58! 1L9: G7.13.3 1222/, CLT Y 0nt LT OLOF T2 7.2
Californis . ... ovieoeni e 0.5 1 0.9 L4 0.7 1.3, L9, 2.0} ; 64 21, B9 64 i 20.3 44.0
i i 1 . i B

|
i
i
i
i

T Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent
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Table xvir presents, for main geographic divisions, the per cent distribution, by sentence, of prisonerg
committed during 1904, classified by sex.
TapLe XVIL—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY SENTENCE, OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904, CLASSITIED
BY SEX, I‘()R \L\IN GEOGR.\PHIC DIV 510\3

PER CENY DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1404

South Central.
division.

; b
Continental North Atlantic South Atlantic ! North Central Western divisi
SENTENCE. United States. divigion. division. ‘ division. estern divisiun,

S Male. F Lrotal, Male. Fe-

“ ; \ U Fe- novall Mate, | Fe- \ Fe-
| Tot 1l ! Muale. | I'otal l Male. Joml Male. male. ,‘ Male. | o%

’lotu.l - Mule. mule " male. male. ‘ male. |;

}
|
\
,,,,,, N S
|
J
K

i i |
All sentenees.......... . 1000 100.0 . 100.0 ' 100.0 | 100.0 | 100,0 : 100. 0} 100.0 § 100.0 . 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 1 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 ) 100.0 1.0 1000
0.1 (USSR B O I 0.1& 1) 0.11 0.1 ... 015 0.1 ....... i 0.1 ..., 0.2 0.2 .
{ i | i . . i |

0.4 05 02, 01 01| @ L6l L6 09 04, 04! 02 22] 23 L0 04 04 ..

Indetemlmutv 5.8 6.0 a9 w4l 66 61 01l 01 ..., PB4 Ry 22 01 0.1 0.2) 45 36 2.1
15 years and over ©0ad 06] 61 ool 0.2(‘ 1) L4l L5) 03 0.4° 0.4] 01 31 220 LTl 07 o7 T
10 to 14 years 0T 0.8, 0.3 03 i 0.4 (1) 1.(5(; L7} 07 05: 05 061 201 200 25y 121 L2 7795
i to 9 yours. 0S| 08! 02. 04 04 01 19 21! o4 b s ) 4 27l 290 08 L1, 11! 03
5 years. .. LB oLg) 0.2 06y 07 @) 850 %70 L8 L2 L2, 0.3 460 49. Lol LT L&, o2
4 yeurs. . 070 07, 024 03] 03] 01 L8 L 070 05; 05. 0.2 |28 50 05l o7 P08 02
3years....... L7 L8 L3, L1/ L1} L3, F¢/ 71 21! 14" u5 oxl 54| 55 414l 181 18l g5
2 or 2} years.. .. 28 . 30| L2! L1y L2] e‘ﬂ 5. 5 35 26: 26 L9 137, 140 &8l 30, 1l o
lori}years............. P48 a0, 42 430 35 21| 13 1220 410 410 270 477 97 &5 z 56 58 2.1
7to months.... . . 1. ¢ L4’ L4 L2 L6 L7 12| 3 310 07 07! 054 L4 L4 L2l 06 070 05
6 months. ... P80 7.6 1L9 | 1L7% 1.2] 149, O 122 240 240 L7 47 46 A1) A0l a8 wp
4 or 5 months Co29 271431 41 39 a5 4 42 08  0R' 06 L3 L3 L2 19, L9 2.3
3 months. .. 1050 1001 149 18] 131y R4 G 447 50 50 620 361 &5, 400 72 66’ @1
2 months. 73t o1l 870 40 89| 0.4 8 ILLH 48 47 A6 39! 39, 44 J] 607 58 106
1month......... 19.07 1881 200 1020 W7 155 14 1000 2.5 2120 4350 07 84l 112 179 I3 H2
Under 1 month. ... o861 200 245 0 30 2431 2WR| 127 15,85 4081 4151 2060 220 | 2.2 36,0 40.2 1 4.3, 185
Period not stated........ 28 0 27 29 19 22 6 %1 30. 40 &7 42 63l 44 L2 L2 20

i [ i i . 1 i il ;
1 Lr’ss thun nne—r(‘nth of 1 per cent.
Since relatively more women than men were com- = Sentences and offenses.—Table xvir, based on Tables

mitted for minor offenses, relatively more women than = 11 and 12, shows the per cent distribution, by sentence,
men were imprisoned for short terms. TFor continen- = of prisoners of known sentence committed during 1904,
tal United States 85.2 per cent of the female prisoners . classified by offense.

were sentenced for less than seven months as com- |

pared with 75.3 per cent of the male. f

TapLe XVIII.—PER (ENT DISTRIBUTION, BY SENTENCE, OF PRISONERS OF KNOWN SENTENCE COMMITTED
DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED BY OFFENSE.

PRISONERS OF KNOWN SENTENCE COMMITTED DURING 1904: PER CENT SENTENCED TO-—

t ‘ Imprisonment.
OFFENSE. ; | B T T
»I)eu.th ; ) Years, | Months
| i { Inde- |
'l .| Life. ltnmn- di0t 1 ” ) i ¢ :
J ; nate. |15&an 0! [ 2or or i 7to I n-
\ : l over.. 14, Hto9., & 4, 3 a1 1 i 1. & i-i,()ra., 3 2, der 1.
R S p— e T
ALl ClaSSeS . o ceeine ey ean \ 0,11 0.41 6.0 L8 26 50! 1.4! 8.2\ 3.0 20. 4

Against chastity. eteereecremee——s I ) 5.6 A2 33: 69 30} 85| 2 18 24. 4
Adultery.. IR . 3.3 18 41 185 7.4| 78] 47 1L 84118 2.3
Fornication B RN N 4.7 24 24 56! 23 147 l 3.0 f 238 6.8 2L0 10,8
Prostitutio 4.4 70 01 0.8, 061 201244 8.3 354 10.8
Other...... 6.8 24° 44 7T} 22 86! 28] 84 59 1.2 3L0O

! 5 : ! | ! i }

Against publie policy . ..ooeeenoiiiiiie 3.0 P01 020 1240 0.5 ; 89 30!130 82 223 30.5
Violating United Sta 0.2, 2.4° 3.2 } 10,8 L3, 611 37| .17 7.6
Drunkenness. . ... . 54 M 0 {04 03] 47| 447 96 811,
Disorderly conduct. . 0.8 S 01 0.7 030 BR6T L21140) B2
Vinlating liquor law 0.4]. 0.2 10! 7.7 26 88} 73,100,132
Vaprancy L5 01: 017 0.61 0.2/134] L9 17,11 81
Qther....... 36 0 L2 L9..59) L8129 451 R8| 7.4

i ; : i : : . ;

Againgt the POTSOT. v .o ocorecinencaianaanns 0.7 &4! 45 44 34 4_9[ L8: 42! 6.4 00| 27 7.0} 26 T1: 61 121 10.4
Homicide. . 42 4.7 5.4 17971120 6.5 T.G| 20 44 B6] 24| 05, 06 02 03 0.2 02 0.3
Asgault.. 6.1, 07 14 ].7i 26 L3 34! 60103 35| 9.3 346, 98] &3117.1° 140
Robbery 232 58, 82! 8611338 4.3[ &6 71| 9.2] 16, 61 0.6 9. 1.8, L2 L7
Rape 11161 1L8| 751 1L38! 24, 7.3 26 68 0.7 0.3 0.7, 0.7. L9
Other.. 2.8 L. a8 4.5'1 5.7‘ 251 81! 4.:«;12.75 0.6 32 57 13, 108 3.8

Against property .. ...o.oooiiiiiiiiiiai el 12,4 0.3 1.0‘5 1..'w" 300 L8 45 7.99'12.2E 3.0 21 7.0, 65154 130
Burglary. cceevene s JRS 23.6 ¢ 1.2 3‘“& 410 R2 44! &tiéli&‘lﬁ.‘i» 3.2 1L0. L9 1.3, 22 1.9
LATceny . cooemiiii et 9.9 01 0,3? 0.87 LG, L1' 36 A9 11.51 3.2 40 91! 82189 127
200 72010 o PP . . 238 0.3 I.SI 40 69 &1, 72125186, L6 L1 L3, LO: L35 Lo
Fraud. oo 8.2 ... J 0.3, 0.5 L1: 061 24 485123 2.8 2.6 87 10,0 235 18,9
Embezzlement . ...coooiviiiiriiiniiiiainas 0.1 02 06 L3 32 L3: 40 10.8) 4.4 51 36/ 551 611133 1LO
Malicions mischief and trespass .. 0.8 [rezezn | I L5 T ¢ 5 T S 0.4 0,20 121 0.5 L1! 41 51,245 50.3

4 1 1) PO PP B 8.7 5.7110,2{ 81! 43 45 7.70130710.2{ 16; 2.01......0 L2 20 2.4 2.0
| i i : : : : ! i ! [

Al Otherz ..o eeeeeeeeeinneneee e O L1 04/ 0605 12 08 15 23 4B L4 65 7.2 29| ¥4

“ H i H t

—
H

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 2 Tnelndes unclassified n(ﬁ:étatorinnddouhle crimes.
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The severity of the penalties imposed for some

crimes appears to bear little relation to the gravity of

those crimes as implied by their titles. Of the prison-
ers committed for adultery, 21.3 per cent were sen-
tenced to terms of less than thirty days’ imprisonment.
The maximum penalty for this offense was three years,
while the crime of fornication in a number of instances
was punished by imprisonment for periods varying
from three to fifteen years and in some cases even
longer. Yet adultery is universally considered the
more heinous form of offense,  Insome states, however,
it is punishable by a fine.

It is also curious to find the offense of disorderly
conduct meriting imprisonment from six to nine years
and violations of liquor laws calling for even severer
punishment. In such instances it is probably to be
assumed that the erime formally charged was not the
only one of which the defendant had been guilty.
Vagrancy was also, in some instances, punished by
imprisonment for as much as three years, although
generally by brief terms.

Among the 106 persons committed to prisons in 1904
under death sentence, 99 had been convicted of homi-
cide, 4 of assaults, 2 of rape, and 1 of a double erime,
- murder being one of them. As 2,444 prisoners had
been committed for homicide, the death sentence had
been pronounced in 4.1 per cent of the cases.

The number of persons committed for homicide and
the .percentage sentenced to death are shown in the
following tabular statement for each geographic
division:

PRISONERS COMMITTED
DURING 1004.

DIVISION. i : Sentenced to death.

! !
. Number, ; Percent,

9,444 | 1106

Continental United States.. ... .. ......... 4.3
North Atlantie......ooveemmiiniiianme i aies 305 . 48 12.5
South Atlantie ... e ! 453 12 © 2.6
North Central... 526 1 22 : 4.2
South Central......oioviimviiroinmeiaiianaan | 43 6 0.6
AT 750 o s VOISR 13.0

215 | %

t Includes 7 guilty of erimes other than homicide.

It should be observed that in the number sentenced
to death are included the 7 persons whose crimes were
not specified as homicide, but this does not materially
affect the percentages.

The percentages do not permit any reliable deduc-
tions in regard to the effect of the death penalty upon
the rate of murder, since the figures include an un-
known number of persons guilty of manslaughter.

The acts which will result in an arrest for man-

slaughter differ widely in different states. In some,
almost any accidental killing will be sufficient, while
in others some approach to the crime of murder is
necessary. As manslaughter is rarely, if ever, pun-
ished by death, the proportion which persons paying
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the death penalty form of the total number guilty of
homicide is partially determined in any state by the
proportion of that total formed by persons guilty of
manslaughter. Sinee this proportion guilty of man-
slaughter is unknown, no conclusions in regard to the
effect of the death penalty as a deterrent from murder
can be drawn from a comparison of states.

It is interesting to note, however, that the per-
centage of persons guilty of homicide formed by those
puying the death penalty was largest in the North
Atlantie and Western divisions. The first mentioned
has already been seen to have the lowest ratio of
homicides in 1904, namely, 1.4 per 100,000 of popula-
tion, while the Western states had a ratio of 4.8, or the
second highest. In the 6 states excepting Pennsylva-
nia, with the largest numbers committed for homicide,
namely, Kentucky, 147; Tennessee, 134; Alabama,
120; Mississippi, 138; Louisiana, 154; and Texas, 150,
only 4 of the great number of prisoners committed for
homicide were condemned to die—3 in Texas and 1 in
Mississippi.

Death sentences were pronounced upon 23 of the
126 persons committzd for homicide in Pennsylvania,
or upon 18.3 per cent of the whole number, and upon
14 of the 75 committed for the same offense in Cali-
fornia, or 18.7 per cent. No other states show such
absolute numbers of death sentences. Only 2 women
were given the extreme penalty for murder—1 in
Pennsylvania and 1 in Vermont.

Upon summarizing the penalties visited upon the pris-
oners of known sentence committed for homicide during
1904, it is found that 4.2 per cent had been sentenced
to death, 24.7 per cent for life, 5.4 per cent on an
indeterminate sentence, 2.5 per cent for less than one
year, 26 per cent for terms of from one to five years,
and 37.1 per cent for terms of from six to twenty-one
years and over. '

Life sentences had also been meted out to 28 prison-
ers for rape, to 4 for robbery, to 1 for assault, to 1 for
the crime against nature, to 1 for perjury, to 2 for
arson, to 12 for burglary, to 3 for larceny, and to 1 for
other offenses ‘‘against property.” Presumably in a
number of these cases other crimes than those specified
had been committed.

Next to homicide rape was the crime that incurred
the heaviest penalties. Of the prisoners of known sen-
tence committed for rape, 4.9 per cent were sentenced
for life and 35.4 per cent for six years and over. The
indeterminate sentence was applied to 21.1 per cent
of the prisoners committed for this crime. After rape
the offense of arson was the most severely punished.
While only 2 out of the 213 committed for arson
received a life sentence, 51 were given terms of im-
prisonment for six years and over. _

The real significance of sentences to short terms for
the gravest crimes specified can not be stated. It
should be noted, however, that for each specified
crime that is generally punishable by death or life
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imprisonment at least a fow prisoners were sentenced

to short terms.

Distribution by sex, color, race, and nulivity.—Pre-
liminary to a discussion of the color, race, and nativity

PRISONLERS.

of the prisoners committed a general summary is
alforded by Table x1x, which shows the distribution
of the total number of prisoners by elements of pop-

ulation.

TasLe XIX.—DISTRIBUTION BY SEX, COLOR, RACE, AND NATIVITY, OF PRISOXNERS COMMITTED DURING 1904,
FOR MAIN GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

COLOR, RACE, AND NATIVITY.

PRISONERS COMMITTE!

DURING 1004,

Continental Unjted
States.

North Atlantic
division.

Male.

Fuw
muale.

i Total.

£ Male,

P

Fo-
ke,

|
i

South Atlantic North Central SBouth Central ' wow i
division. division, ‘ division. ¢ Western division.
. Fe- i, ‘ } Fe- i CFes o | CFe-
lmul'j Mulent gy Totals Male. - Total. ‘M“l"'l mule.‘!l I ntal.‘!% Mule. ;umle.
| ' ' i | - 1

|

NUMBER.

ABEregate. ... cueveeeenannn- 149,691 ‘13(:‘,3#35 11:;,:::20 i iz, 23 1o, 002 10,048 0,730 004 10,200 8,007 | 580 14,008 13,386 a8
WHITe. e oo eecaneceaaanearnns 114,670 10,423 170,939 [132,030 8,009 1 3,702 [3,612 | 180 . L 4,002 93 12,845 | 12,267 | 570
NAtive, . oreeeans weneaeaeas 80,007 | 5,866 145,921 141,816 |4, 10; 156 7 (24,025 Fa,626 13,5 85 |1 8,861 38
Native parentage. 45,565 | 4,465 122,074 |121,870 20 130 13,477 L 68 L 70 || 5,632 | 277
Foreign purentuge. . 22,631 | 1,817 117,308 : 4 4,820 165 1 4010748 || 68
Mixed parentagel... 5,212 453 || 3,623 | 1 1,307 86 | 2 esd 14
Parentage unknown. . , 4,550 229 [} 1,026 9is 4% 185 1 2 207 9 827 9
Foreign born. ...... . 30,613 | 4,480 124,748 |120,837 ]3,901\ 361 15 278 70 8,31 | 8,131 [ 200
Nativity unknown............ ! 3,090 77 U200 Uome L 13| 183 | 9 138 | B s Cess ) 1L
! i : foe il |
COLOTEA e e e veeeneenaenaenenens 21,095 | 2,903 || 5,277 || 4,204 | 983 | 6,831 |6 4,545 | 620 [ 6,144 5 404 || 1,138 ,1 L0979
NOEIO .. rrreenaneinrnenaanns 120,865 | 2,833 || 5,192 1| 4,220 | 063 | 6,847 | 4,278 | 60T 1 6 46| 8| ods] @3
Mongolisn, . 153 3 14 Wi 1! i . ; AR | T ] 161 3
INAIA . o eonneeaeeanannes 047 67 71 500300 3 RIS T 18 \‘ 28 || 273 13
; R ! ! | \
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION.
: ‘; ; A | i) | : ‘ L f v
ABBregale. .ooemoceineeanns 100.0 - 100.0 || 100.0 .| 100.0 100.0 || 100.0 /'100.0 |100.0 . 100.0 ‘ 100.0 '100.0 1) 100.0 ~100.0 100.0 | 100.0 ;| 100.0 | 100.0
VWHEER. e oeeeeeceecaaacamenanens S41 782 | 931 ) 030 |89.1 | 556 [ AT 19.9 1 866 | ' 3 i1 917 | ul9| 58.0
‘ ! ! i = i [ERRA
NAEVe. oo eicacneraeannns .40 440 0 60.20 622|456 2051 307173 1) 5.2 659 |3%0 ] 255 808|144 633 63.6| 550
Native parentage. } 35.6 1 25370 414 4259238 | 27.3 1128.3 | 16.6 | 4213 4253561 3.0 322 | 1.0} 40.2 | 40.1| 421
Forei{;np&rentage.. . 61 13.6 () 2281 936|174 1.3 1; 1.4 04 1293 132] 81 L6 L7 } 0.7 12,51 126 10.3
Mixed parentage!... - .81 3.4 4.6 f 47| 433 04} 051 0.1, 33 361 23] 0.8 091 0.3 | 47| 48 2.1
Parentage unknown. ... 3 L7 L3 1.4 0.6 L5y L6 01 67 64| 7.0 20} 21 ] ;5.4 ] 6.1 1.4
Foreign born. .. ...... . 22.4] 33.6 32.4{ 8Lo; 4335 340 86, L70 65| 165 1w.el 27 28| L2) 2381 23.51 30.4
Nativity unknown...o..o..... 8 06| 04l 0.4] 0Ly LT LS| L0 | 49 LoB0) Mo sl 16| 05| 47] 48] 17
i ! i A i : il i ; i
Colored........ R P ELTETRTTTRPPES -ﬂ 2.8 6.9 64100 644 [ 629 80.1 ) 13.4 »i 12.5 | 26.7 | 60.2 || 58.8 % 8.0 83| 81 120
NOEIO e eemememeraeneaeaanss 3| 2.3 0 8 630107 648 [ 629|801 171970 || a4 Uss1|s0.8)0 511 48| 96
Mongolian | I T O S R Y T e e | boE o I e LT I 12 12| 0.5
Indian | -6 05 0Ly GL| 0.2 | ep @ T 0T ‘1 0.7) 0.6] 31 ii 200 20 20
| i } ; I i i

L4
! Having one parent native and the other foreign or one parent unknown and the other either native or foreign.
2 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

Of the male prisoners shown in Table xIx, 21,695, or
15.9 per cent, were colored and of the female prisoners

2,903, or 21.8 per cent.

The colored, therefore, were

relatively more important among the female prisoners
than among the male. To the prisoners of each sex,
however, the colored contributed in excess of their
representation in the general population, and this was
true in each geographic division, as is shown in the fol-

lowing tabular statement:

DIVISION.

PER CENT COLORED—

Among prisoners
committed dur- ¢
ing 16804,

H
il In general popu-
lation, 1900,

Continental United States. .

North Atlantie......o.ooooiiioat

South Atlantie....
North Central..
South Central .

Western....... S [

1 Female.
¢
i

Male. ‘ Female.
i
i

21.8 1.9 | 12.3
i 10.0 |; 2.0 10
8.1 332 36.3
12.5 28,7 || 2.1 2.1
5 83.0 11 208 31.0
1 12.0 4 6.61 3.7

]

|

Of the male prisoners committed in the North
Atlantic states, 31 per cent were foreign born white.
As the percentage of foreign born 10 years of age and
over in the general white population of both sexes was
only 28.3 in these states, the percentage of male pris-
oners of foreign birth, relatively, is somewhat excessive,
but not so much so as the corresponding percentage of
foreign born whites among female prisoners, which was
43.3 per cent. In the Western division also the foreign
born formed a larger percentage of the female prisoners
than of the male. In the North Central division the
percentage of foreign born was nearly the same for
both sexes. _

Color—Among the 149,691 prisoners committed
during 1904 there were 125,093 white and 24,598 col-
ored, of whom 186 were Mongolians and 714 Indians.
The per cent distribution, by color, of these prisoners,
classified as major and minor offenders, is shown for
states and territories in Table xx.
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Tasre XX.—Per cend distribution, by color. of prisoners connilted
during 1904, classified as major and minor offenders, for states and
terrilories.

PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1M,

Major offennd- - Minor offend-

Aggregato, i .
STATE OR TERRITORY. OLS. v

Per Fer Per Per Per Por

cent cent cent cent |ogent crnt

white. colored.’ white, eolored.! white. enlored.
; i

68.5 7 BLA L &R0

Continental United States. _..| 83,6 16,4 ¢
North Atlantic division._ ... 6.9 8L Y 3.1 0 3.0
Maine.... 2.7
New [Ham .8
Vermont . 3.1
Mussachusetis 285 ¢ 43,
Rhode Istand .. 6.5 ) |
Connecticut. . 4.7 b R, & B 7
New York 5.0 1 90.9 9.1 | 5.5
New Jerse 9.3 7851 2151 4.9
Pennsylvaniag............. W2, 780 220 A1
South Atlantic division..._.. 35, 6 5.8
Delaware. . .oveeeeinnonn.. I ] i b
Maryland. . ! 7 g 3.6
District of Columbig. . 24,8 ! i
Virginig............ 31.2 ¢ N, 4 .6
West Virginia . A5 42,5 5 . 42,3 7
North Carolina .. 26. 4 74.6 i 312 68.8 I
South Carolinge. 14.9: 8.1 241 75.9
Georgla....o.... 2.9 70.1 ¢ 2.8 70,24
Florida. .. ooooiiaana, 15.9 841 “ 12.5 7.5
North Contral division. ... 86.6 13.4 1 50.4 19.6 ¢ 118
Ohio. .. 17.2 | 20.5 . 8541 16.6
Indiana 190 19.1 0 8o 19.0
Illinois. 13.4 ¢ 17.0 1, 88.4 11.6
Michign 06, 7 3.3 0 7.0 0 07.2 2.8
Wisconsin. . 06. 8 3.2 3.5 . 05.9 3.1
Minnesota. . U5 0 414 4.4 9.0 4.0
Towa..... 04, 4 3.6 5 12.4 ., 951 4.9
Missouri..... 57.9 1 42.1 ) 31.8 5 52.4 47.6
North Dakota. a7. 8 2,2 5 (1) ' 0.6 1.4
South Dakota.. 87.1 12,9 186 ¢ 9.0 10.0
Nebraska. ... .- 9. 6 9.4 & 16.4 || U3.7 6.3
Kansas...oovoiieuraiaanas 72.0 28.0 33.81 785 21.5
| |
South Central division..._.. 30.8 60.2 ¢+ 35.1 64.9 ¢ 443, 55,7
Kentueky.oooveenoenaa.. 85.3 5 447 48.2 518 5.9 40.1
Tennessee. . 43.6 . 56.4 . 34.4 65.6 50.8 43.2
Alabama..... 19.6 0 80.41 155 . 84.5 0 249 5.1
Mississippi. .. 7.1 8.9 122 7.8 ¢ 19.9 %0.1
Louisiana. ... 31,11 689 24.6 75.4 11 35.0 64, (
Texas. . .... 4.9 B4 1 456 ad4 . 46.2 53.8
Indian Terri ! :
Oklahoma 7 8.3 ¢ A
Arkansas.. -9 .1 . 5.
! ' | |
Western division. 01.7 | 8.3 a7 3 020 " 8.0
|
Montana. ... 88.1/ 1.9 91,7 83 &3] 127
Wyoming.. 86.7 B3 ) M 1 8T 14.3
Colorado..... 88.4 ‘ 1.6 . 88.6 11.4 | 88.3 11.7
New Mexico. . 77,9, 22,11 84.9 15.1 (Y] (%
Arizona..... 89.6 1.4 20.6 0.4 806 10,4
Utah.._......... 97.3 2.7 [ 96.3 | 3.7 97. 4 2.6
Nevada...oo.-. 4.1 25.9 i m oy L Tn2 28.8
Idaho.......... 89.9 Wi O [¢)] 80.6 1. 4
Washington. .. 93.6 6.4 018 8.2 04,5 5.6
TeEON. oo ot 92,01 8.0 8.3 10.7 96. 0 4.0
Californig....cooocaeemnt 92.8] 7.2 1; 91.8 8.2 2.9 7.1

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

For continental United States, as well as for each
geographic division, the representation of colored per-
sons was very much larger among prisoners than in the

general population enumerated in 1900, as may be seen
at a glance from the following tabular statement:

PER CEXT COLURED~—
! -
loAmong
I prisoners
feommitied

DIVISION. In general
poptla-

during  tion: 1%,
1904,

Continental United States. ... ... o ... 16. 4 2.1
North Atlantic. ..o oo 6.4 LY
South Atlantie. ... . .. 64, 4 358
North Contral. ..o .. 13.4 21
Sowth Central. ... ... B, 2 33
Western. ... 5.3 3.5

The proportion of white and colored in the general
population probably did not undergo material change
between 1900 and 1904, so that the population figures
of the lact census are sufficiently aceurate for purposes
of comparison.

In almost all the states and territories the colored
formed a much larger proportion of the prisoners com-
mitted during 1904 than of the general population in
1900.* The colored prisoners other than negroes were
such a small part of the total number that they need
not he separately considered.

North Dakota and Arizona are exceptions to the
rule that the colored form a larger percentage of the
prisoners than of the general population, but in both
states the colored element in the population contains
few negroes, and many of the colored priseners are
Indians, who are not represented in the prison returns
in the same proportion to their numbers.

Table xx classifies the prisoners, by color, as major
and minor offenders. The basis of this classification
was explained on page 28. In each of the geographic
divisions and in most of the states and territories the

‘percentage of colored is larger among major offenders

than among minor offenders. The only important ex-
ceptions were found in North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Missouri. In general, therefore, the colored pris-
oners committed were more conspicuous in the group
of major offenders than in the group of minor offenders.
Nativity of white “prisoners.—Among the 121,926
white prisoners of known nativity committed during
1904 there were 86,3833 native and 35,093 foreign born.
The per cent distribution of these prisoners, classified
as major and minor offenders, is shown for states and
territories in Table xxr. '

1 For the per cent distribution by coler of the general population,
see Table v, page 17.
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Tavre XXT—FPer cent distribution of awhite prisonees of Fnown
nativity commnilled during 1904, classifinl as major and auinoer
offenders, for states and terrilorics.

WILITE PRISONERS OF KNOWN N ATIVITY COM-
MITTFD DURING 1604,

Major otfend-  Minor oifend-

Total.

STATE OR TEREITORY e o
Per I'er Per
Per » Ier Per !
cent r(:‘x"-”ilein‘ o f-z;';I;;i'rl nent f‘f;i:llil»’xl
Nutive ., b ative, ative. IH
! born. ¢ Y Chorn,  BUve S

Continental United States.. .

North Atlantie division.. ..t

Maine . ... ol
New Tampshire
Vermont...
Massachusetts
Rhode Island
Conneetient. .
New York

[CEA TN SRy X
SRS EG

New Jersey . .
Pennsylvania............. 27.4

South Atlantic division.. .. 10.0 3.4 6.6 0 B8RS 11.5
Delaware .. .ooceeeeno... (1 (1 R Oy (&)
Maryland. . . el 9 5 6.3, 237
District of ( ¢ It (1
Virginia........... i .0 3.1
West Virginis. . 193.0 J 7.0
North Carolina. I99.4 0.6
South Carolina. ] ] &)
Georgia........ F-. N/} | 11.4
Florida...coooooaiaail] S} (1

|
North Central division . . ... 2 843 157 787! 2.3
e e | e

L2 2.6 8.9 131! A7) 24.3
Indians.. . B. 9.9 1 813 614 8.6
Illinois..... 19, 9.7 . 20.8 ( 80.4 ‘ 14.6
Michigan... 24, 5.9 241y TR 242
Wiseonsin. . 31. 00 20, 6.2 31.8
Minnesota. . as., 2 { 33.9 4 3.1
Towa... 13. | 86, 3.4
Missouri. 7. 1 3.7
North Da a ’ 8.9
South Dakota 17 | 4.5
Nebraski. . 14 5 .8
Kansas 7.5 0.5

South Central division...... 7
Kentueky.oovnenaoaeo. 0.
Tenness 1.
Alabama. 3.
Mississipp 3.
Louisiana 12. .
Texas. ....... 17, W1
Indian Territory .
Oklshoma... O N ¢ R I
Arkansas....o.ooooi.... 3.7 4.3 2

Western division........... 2.7 | 27.3 “\ 2
Montana.................. 2.1 2779 T .
Wyoming 7.4 2.6 y ) )
Colorado. . 71.8 28.2 1 8310 16.9 61.5 | 38.5
New Mexico 84,2 B MY ) e8]
Arizonu.. w7273 al.4 48.6 0 837 16.3
Utah.. 2.6 27.4 ’ 827 . 17.3 0.4 20.6
Nevada 6.7 1 23.3 “ {1 H 7.9 23.1
Idaho.. 833 1670 () o (M |1 823 1TT
Washingt 7370 2631 7L6 28,4 | 748 25.2
Qregon. 82.0 18.0 1 2.2 17.8 §1.8 18,2
California. 715 28 724 27.1 71.3 28.7

1 T'er cent not shown where buse s {ess than 100.

The significance of the percentages of foreign born
among the white major and minor offenders commit-
ted during 1904 can best be brought out by comparing
them with corresponding percentages of foreign born
in the general white population 15 years of age and
over, classified by sex, as is done for geographic divi-
sions in the following tabular statement. As the com-
parison makes no allowance for the large additions
to the foreign born between 1900 and 1904, the per-

PRISONERS

centages are less favorable to the foreign bhorn than
would otherwise have been the case.

VPER CENT FOREIGN BORN -

Amongwhite prisoners

" oaof known nativity
committed  during
1004,

in generad white popu-
fation 15 yvears of age
and over: 100,

DIVISION.

. Mujor Minor
offend- ofend-
Vs, ers,

.

Male. 1rafe

Totul.

Total.

Y
Continental United
Stutes oo

North Atlantic
South Atluntic
North Contre
South Cent
Western. ..

Unhke the ﬁ(rures for the pmsoners enumerated on
June 30, 1904, those for the prisoners committed dur-
ing 1904 show that the foreign born whites contribute
to the prison class materially in excess of their repre-
sentation in the general population. This condition,
however, is practically confined to the North Atlantie
states, for in both the other two divisions in which the
foreign born are of great numerical importance they
form a smaller proportion of the prisoners than of the
eeneral white population 15 years of age and over. In
the Western division the difference is very slight, but
in the North Central states the foreign born constitute
23.3 per cent of the general white population and only
20.2 per cent of the white prisoners. In the North At-
lantic division the percentages of foreign born are 30.8
in the general population and 35 among the prisoners.

That the figures for the prisoners committed during
the year are more unfavorable to the foreign born than
the figures for the prisoners enumerated on the given
date, is due to the fact that the prisoners committed
during the year contain a larger proportion of minor
offenders and the foreign born are relatively of more
importance among minor offenders than among major.

The foreign born do mnot contribute to the white
major offenders above their representation in the gen-
eral population at least 15 years of age except in the
two Southern divisions, where they are comparatively
unimportant. In the Western division, and more
especially in the North Central, the proportion of for-
eign born is considerably lower among the white major
offenders than in the white general population.

Among the white minor offenders the proportion of
foreign born is generally higher than among the white
major offenders, and in the North Atlantic, South At-
lantic, and Western divisions exceeds the proportion
of foreign born in the general white population. In
the North Central division the foreign born contribute
23.3 per cent of the general white population at least
15 years of age, and only 21.3 per cent of the white
minor offenders.
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From these figures, as well as from those for the pris- . Parent nativity of white prisoners.—Among the
oners enumerated on June 30, 1904, it is evident that | $6,833 native white prisoners committed during 1904
the popular belief that the foreign born are filling the = there were 51,930 of native, 24,448 of foreign, and
prisons has little foundation in fact. It would seem, = 5,667 of mixed parentage, while in regard to 4,788 the
however, that they are slightly more prone than the = parentage was unknown. Table xxmr presents the
native whites to commit minor offenses. Possibly to  per cent distribution, by parentage, of the 82,045
some degree this is attributable to the fact that the native white prisoners of known parentage committed
foreign born white are more highly concentrated in - in 1904, clussified as major and minor offenders, for
urban communities. states and territories.

Tapre XXIL-—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY PARENTAGE, OF XATIVE WHITE PRISONERS OF ENOWN PARENT-
AGE COMMITTED DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS, FOR STATES AND
. TERRITORIES.

;
NATIVE WIHITE PRISUNEES OF KNOWN PARENTAGE COMMITTED DURING 1904,
i R R e Porcent
! i t of forcign
: Total, ! Mujor otffenders. : Minor otffenders, Cpurenfame
STATE OR TERRITORY, : : . ] in rative
; | . i ! e white
Per cent | Percent | Percent Percent ' Percent  Fercent | Pereent | Fereent . Der cent | populatinm:
of native | of foreign | of mixed of native . of foreign © of mixed | of native : of foreign  of mixed JECHER
. parentage. parentage, purentage.ll‘parenwge. parentuge. parentage.l| parentuge,’ parentage, parentage
T . ! ; - s e i 1 e | e e e
Continental United States............._... 63.3 20.8 6.9 § 68,9 22.0 ‘ 9.1 2, 1 EiR 6.4 158
North Atlantie division................., 83. 4 38,8 7.8 57.0 | aL T 1L 3 a9 T4 2.5
} g O PN
Maine........ S et aee e 5.0 33,6 (%) : (%) (2} LT 35, 4 T4
New Hampshire. . 59. 1 36. 6 (%} i (= (%) a1l A48, 5 4.4 i
Vermont........ R 50.8 26. 6 2j i (%) (4 : B2Y 2. G 815 a2
Massachusetts. . . 28,2 62.9 42,9 41. 4 15.58 | 25,7 | i, 2 LR 34,
Rlode Island. PN 371 54,9 (%3] I (%) ; {9 6.1 5, 2 86! S,
Connecticut... .. 386 55. 8 517 1 35,2 13,1 Rl 57,2 .00 3
New York. . e 62,1 28,3 55.1 ; 3.0 1.9 63.1 2.7 02" 3.
New Jersey... _—_— 57.6 3.5 52,6 ‘ 41,1, [ 38,01 3, 4 2.6 Pt
Pennsylvania. ..ocoooevue i enanian... 59.3 34.1 7. 4 | 23.8 ! 9.3 57.9 ! 36,0 (1 1m0
South Atlantie division......__._...._ .. 9. 0 4.3 5.2 3.0 L 43,3 ¢ 5.2 L4 3.6
DelWATe .« oo e Y (2 (2) s e, i n i B) s i W, 5
Maryland...... seseseemeacaa e aaeaas i 04. 6 4.3 i 8.1 ; 88 20 G6.0 3.2 R 4.9
Distriet of Columbia.. I 6] & [ | e eneiaaeae t ............ feemerarranns (%) ! () (2 | 13.1
Virginia. . ..ooooo. o 08.2 0.7 08,3} 0.6 ! 12 08,7 | 07 L1 L3
West Virginia. . e 9.7 6.3 93.2 4.9 1.4 al.1 7.0 2.0 3.0
North Carolina. .. ceead 99, 8 | 0.2 . i 100.0 [ e 99.7 03 ' 3
South Carolina. | 499.1 | [LR1 [ i L P 7] | [ i 1.1
GOOEIR e oo e one s evoeneim i 84.6 | 12,0, 95,0 | L2 276 60,9 | a4 i L0
Floritda. o cee o i ieci e i (2) | () {* (%) &3} [ i 2 (=1 4.4
North Central division.................. ‘ 7.9 221, 6.0 4 [CO% 21.4 0.3 2.6 7”3 a0 233
Ohi0. e vmieii e 7.3 23,3 o4 196 ¢ 4.9 0.5 240 8.8 370
Indiana. - 821 10.3 76! 12,4 1 16. 8 85,3 l 0.2 2,5 | 4. 4
JIUnOIS. oo : (6,1 28. 4 a4 0 32.5 ¢ 6. £ 621 26,49 5.0 ‘ a8 4
Michigan. . o 40, 19,6 6.4 2.4 ! 11.3 75,4 | L] 58 28,7
Wisconsin. . n 52.5 | 3%.6 1 A 45,4 3 144 55.8 ! 3%.0 6.8 ! 44 O
Minnesota.. . 52.3 ; 40.4 j 74 1 141 3.5 42.4 41 48 5
Towa........ .- 75.7 | 16,6 | 47 2L.2 1 14.4 70! 19, 4 3.6 21,9
Missourl-_ ... cees 38.1 ‘ %2 | L 1.3 v 1.3 g 3, 291 1.7
North Dakota. . 615 | 29,2 | 03 e M HER'S 21 Al ALE
South Dakota. . 7h.4 19,2 | 8.4 1 %) ; if) BOR | 16,2 a1 3.9
Neliraska. .... 80,2 | 147 510, 8.2 L3 745 18.3 7.9 95,2
O L D SN : 82,6 ¢ 5.0 85 8.2 0.0 K7 ing 6,3 12.5
| ; ‘ t . |
South Central division.................... 0.7 4.5 2,51 9L 0 40 2.0 4.4
KentiekF - v.einoieneei e i 97.1 15 L4 95,3 4.8
Tennesse . 97,51 L9 06! 43, 3 1.4
Alabama., . 06.2 | A8 L | (%) ]
Missisgippi.. - 96, 6 3.4 tiiicaaan I ) i . 1.3
Louisiana.. . 1 751 15.7 0.3 () : i) o8 9.3
Texas....... el 89.2 | 7.0 3.8 849 ! 3.4 2.3 51
Indian Territory. [ Ceeimtaeanens Sareaaaanas Joeenasiaeen T T e 1A
Oklahoma. ... __ ceal ) ; ) %) H {%) ; : 1 ! () (23 AT
Arkansas 93.1 j 4.4 1.5 @a.al 62, 2.2s qyn 02 . 1.6
Western divViSION .o uoveeeen i eeannn ! 0.1 21.8 81 65,0 23,0 7.2 2L &
Montana.................... e 3.5 20.4 6.2 64.3 | 81 50 - 5, 2
Wyoming .. { 0. 7 14.0 5.3 Gy (4 = 213
Colorado. ... T4 14.4 8.2 TR0 15.5 | e 182
New Mexico. 82.1 | 5.6 6.3 | I ) 21 5. B
Arizong..... T4R 1651 L0 (€3] ! [ & 219
Utah... 68.7 | 24,5 6B *) : 29 . R4 ,31.3
Nevada. : () i () ! 153 ] (%} . O] = 26.7
Idaho..... . 7.8 158,31 4.9 1 {2) : 1 &0 17. 6
Washington . 73.2 20,1 670 8.2 ; wo. &3 .2
Oregon....... .o 7.7 G5 2.5 1 T | & & 14.4
California. ... ... ... ..o ... ! 67.2 242 B6i 57 : 2.8 7.3 2% 1

1 Having one parent native and the other {oreign, or one parent unknown and the other either native or foreign,
2 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.
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Of the native white prisoners, 29.8 per cent were of
foreign parentage, while of the entire native white
population, only 18.8 per cent were of foreign parent-
age. That this contrast is mainly the result of condi-
tions in the North Atlantic states is indicated by the
following tabular statement:

|
PER CENT OF FOREIGN
i PARENTAGE.!

Among na- i

tive white © rie
prisotiers of I}ll _ﬂ‘}t;\‘fe
known par- | W 1;“ gon-
entage com- 518 popo-
mitted qur- jation: 1.
| ing 104,

]
|
DIVISION. ‘

Continental United States. ... oL, ... ..... : 28
North Atlantie. ... ... oo, ! 3
South Atluntic............ .

North Central.............
Bouth Central._.............
Western

1 Includes only those with both purents foreign born,

In all the states of the North Atlantic division ex-
cept New York the percentage of native white of
foreign parentage among native white prisoners was
greatly in excess of the percentages of native white of
foreign parentage in the total native white population.
In Massachusetts, for instance, 62.9 per cent of the
native white prisoners were of foreign parentage, as
compared with only 33.7 per cent of the native white
population in 1900. In New York, on the other
hand, only 28.3 per cent of the native white prisoners
were of foreign parentage, as compared with 33.5 per
cent of the total native white population.

In all the states of the Western division, in all but

Ohio and Indiana of the North Central, and in all but
West Virginia and Georgia of the South Atlantic the
native whites of foreign parentage formed a smaller
percentage of the native white prisoners than of the
general native white population. In imost of the states
of the South Central division, on the other hand, the
native whites of foreign parentage contribute to the
prison class in excess of their representation in the gen-
eral population, but in both the southern divisions the
native white of foreign parentage are a- comparatively
unimportant class. It would seem, therefore, that,
broadly speaking, the proportion of native whites of
foreign parentage among prisoners is excessive ounly in
the states of the North Atlantic division.

Country of birth.—There were committed during
1904, 35,093 white prisoners of foreign birth. The
per cent distribution, by country of birth, of these
prisoners, classified as major and minor offenders, is
shown for main geographie divisions in Table xxr11.

PRISONERS.

TasLe XXILL—Per cent distributivie, by country of bivth, of o i
borw white prisoness comanitted during 190, classified as o g4
mingr offenders. for main yeoyraphic divisions.

! PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF FOREIGN BORN WIITE PRIs-
ONERS COMMITTED DURING 14, )

COUNTRY OF BIRTIL. onti .
:1:;‘1!11!1; North  South  North  Boygrh | West
United Atluntic  Atluntie Central Central o
C oY division, division. division. division . Yivi-
States. ‘ i,
TOTAL.
\ 1} 112,00 100.0 10,0 HTING 1.0
i = ) iaad [ —
i .4 3.1 .0 LYy
e 4.9 8.9 155
N [ S, Lt
.2 0.2 11,1 8.2
i 0.9 0.3 LG
2.3 0.3 1.9 21,0 t
Hungary.............. 1.2 1.+ 1.4 1.4
%rcl[and.. .......... 26,2 41.% 2.4 213 . b
taly ..ol 6.1 7.1 9.7 2.2 . .
| Mexien. ..o 1.4 (1) ([} 0.2 a1 ol
ONOIWAY o 14 0.5 0.6 4.4 0.7 24
Poland. ... ... ... 3.0 3.1 .6 A4 0.7 0.5
i Hussis ... oveoenoi. 3.5 4.1 39 @8 1.4 1.4
| Ect:}tcliund .............. 3.5 4.5 5.0 3.2 1.4 4.1
Sweden... ........... 2.9 2,0 3,2 5.9 ... 4.4
Switzerlund. .. 5. 0.4 & hte ..., 1.1
Other e¢nuntries 4.2 2.5 0.7 T8 4.3 .6
MAJOR OFFENDERS,

Totilernnnn. ... 0.0 10000 W0 10 160
Austrin............... A1 6.8 %) 2.4
Canada............... 12.0 0.5 (=) 7.5

{ Denmark............. 0.9 4 0.8 e 1.6
England and Wales ... 7.9 6 ] 40
France. . 1.5 L3 . 1.7
Germany .1 .7 %) 25.9
Hungary A 1 f 1.3
Ireland.. .7 5 (+) R.6
Ttaly. ... .4 ( 4.2
Mexico. . .4 ST
Norway..... .. .7 4.6
Polund................ L 8.0
Russia................ 3.8
Scotland. ... ... 2.9
Sweden.. ... 4.3
Switzerland........... 0.7
| Other countries. . ..... 7.4
[ . MINOR OFFENDERS,
I Total..........,. 100.0 100,00 100.0 100, 0 1004 10,0
2.6 2.7 7.0 1.7 @ 28
. 4.9 0.8 3.t 2.7 4.4 5.9
(Lt 0.3 . Lo .. 1.0
! %nglarid and Wales... ‘.‘L%S : ;Jé ‘ 10.8 5.3 7 llf.-ll
FTHADCR . .y aee e e 0.9 0.9 ! 0.3 0.8 2,
germany 11.§ 9.()3 ! 11.5 20,1 1(1).?
ungary 1.2 1.2 2.1 1.4 ]
Irelland.. 346 44.09 i 24.4 23,5 ' ‘.’9.!1)
i Ituly oLl 5.0 5.6 0.4 1.8 { t.
| {Iﬂxica 1.2 o 0.3 0.1 a 22
I Norway 1.3 ¢ 0.5 0.3 4.0 2.2
| %;oln.nd 2.8 _;s 6.6 3.3 ?.u; 11'».:5
ussiu . 3.1 3.5 3.5 2.0 NN .3
gcnt{liand. ;3 i %01» 5.6 3.2 . 3-1
jweden ..., 3. 2.1 2,4 .2 : N3
Switzerland. 0.5 .4 1.0 i . ; 1.0
Other countri 3.8 2.2 [ 7.4 | 7.9

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent,
2 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

The significance of the per cent distribution of for-
eign born prisoners, by country of birth, becomes clear
only when this distribution is compared with the cor-
responding distribution of the total foreign born popu-

| lation. It should be premised that deductions con-
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cerning the commitments to prison during a given
period of persons of this or that nationality may
easily lead to erroneous conclusions unless such com-
mitments are fairly numerous. Therefore an analysis
of prisoners, by country of birth, applied to states
and territories, while extremely significant in some
instances, has been avoided hecause in many others
the number of commitments is too small for reliable
deductions. “Moreover the standards followed in deal-
ing with crime vary too much to permit comparisons
of commitments by country of birth or by states
where small numbers are involved. It is conceivable
that of two states having an equal representation of
one of the minor foreign elements, one might show
several members of such foreign element to have heen
committed and the other none, simply because the
game methods of dealing with offenses were not
employed in both states.

For the United States, as a whole, and generally for
the geographic divisions, the statistics of foreign born
prisoners committed during 1904 furnish a fairly reliable
index of the extent to which the various foreign
nationalities are factors in the prison population, and
thus in the criminal class of society. A basis of com-
parison is afforded in the following tabular statement,
which shows the per cent distribution by country of
birth of the total foreign born population at the
census of 1900:

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION fgﬂgmmmx BORN POPULATION:
COUNTRY OF BIRTH. | onet ‘ l i . ]
nental North | South | North ' South = West-
Uniteg | AHantic . Atluntic - Central Central  ern di-
States diviston. | division. division. division. vision.
. ! ! ;

Total. . _....... 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 0 100,00 100.0 1KLO
Austrig..o.eemcmnnann 2.7 L7 1.7 2.8 2.4
Canada.... 11.4 3.2 10.2 2.4 0.6
Denmark L5 0.4 2.4 0.6 3.5
England and Wales... 9.0 i 10.2 7.1 6,7, 13.3
France. .. .oooiiaioaant 1.0 L1 0.7 3.3 2.0
Germany. 25.8 a7 3.1 30.7 .0
Hungary 147 Lo 0.8 | 0.5 0.3
Ireland.. 15.6 1 1.9 8.4 8.9 9.9
Ttaly. 4.7 |i 4.9 1.3 7.3 4,
Mexico 1.0 0.1 oo 20.1 3.
Norway. 3.3 0.5 6.4 0.6 3.
Polan 3.7 4.1 3.0 4.1, 1.5 Q.
Russia 4.1 5.9 7.6 » 2,0 | 2.5 1.
Seotlan 2.3 ‘2.5 3.0 L7 17 3.
Sweden 5.5 2.8 1.0 8.0 | 2.0 7.
Switzerland. 1.1 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.8 2.
Other countries . 5.9 3.4 10,8 G.8 6.1 15,

; | .

A comparison of the above tabular statement with
Table xx1r shows that persons born in Austria, Eng-
land and Wales, Ireland, Italy, Mexico, and Scotland
formed o larger proportion of the foreign born pris-
oners committed during 1904 than of the total foreign
born population of 1900. This was not true of the
white prisoners born in Canada, Denmark, France, Ger-
many, Hungary, Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden, and
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Switzerland.  The last mentioned group of countries
furnished 58.8 per cent of the foreign born population
of 1600, but only 36.5 per cent of the foreign born pris-
oners committed during 1904 ; while the first mentioned
eroup included 35.3 per cent of the foreign born in
1900, and furnished 59.3 per cent of the foreign born
prisoners in 1904, In making these comparisons,
however, it should be remembered that the proportion
which each nationality formed of the total foreign
born population might have changed considerably
hetween 1900 and 1904,

The Irish constituted 15.6 per cent of the total for-
eign born, but contributed 36.2 per cent of the pris-
oners, and was hy far the most largely represented
nationality among the foreign born prisoners commit-
ted. The Germans were second, with only 12.3 per
cent of the prisoners of foreign birth; the Canadians
third, with 10.1 per cent: and the English and Welsh
fourth, with 9.2 per cent. Of the nationalities repre-
senting the recent immigration movement, the Italians
were the most prominent, furnishing 6.1 per cent of the
total foreign born prisoners committed during 1904,
as compared with 3.5 per cent for the Russians and 3
per cent for the Poles. Relative to their numerical
representation and importance among the foreign
born peoples of the United States, the Germans are the
least conspicuous among the foreign born prisoners.

The nationalities which were shown to have per-
centages of prisoners in excess of the percentages of
their representation in the total foreign born popu-~
lation of the United States do not always present the
same unfavorable comparisons when considered by
geographic divisions.

The Austrians, for instance, formed a smaller per-
centage of the foreign born prisoners than of the total
foreign born population in the North Atlantic and
South Central divisions. The same fact appears for
the Ttalians in the North Atlantic and South Central
divisions. The English and Welsh formed a larger
proportion of the foreign born prisoners than of the
foreign born population in only the South Atlantic
and North Central divisions; while for the Irish the per-
centage of prisoners was larger than that of the for-
eign born population in every division except the South
Central.

In the case of some nationalities—for example,
the Canadian, French, Polish, and Swedish—which
formed smaller proportions of the foreign horn pris-
oners than of the total foreign born population in
the United States, slichtly less favorable proportions
appear when they are considered by geographic
divisions. But in most instances the numbers of the

nationalities in question are too slight to make the
. percentages of any significance.
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The classification of foreign born pnsonels by coun-
try of birth and as major and minor offenders, as
shown in Table xx111, exhibits their relation to erime
in a more important aspect. The most aceurate test,
so far as one can be made on the basis of prison statis-
ties, of the eriminal proclivities of the different nation-
alities of the foreign born is the extent to which they con-
tribute to the number of major offenders, rather than
to the number of minor offenders, since the majority
of the latter class of offenders are, as a rule, guilty of
violations of law that do not necessarily involve moral
turpitude. The facts are perhaps best brought out
by comparing the percentages of major offenders con-
tributed by cach nationality with its relative repre-
sentation in the total foreign born population, as
shewn in the following tabular statement:

FER CENT DISTRIBU-
TION OF FOREIGN
J' BURN,
- OUNTRY |
COUNTRY OF BIRTH. White |
major Genersl
offenders | populn-
jcommitted! tion: 1400,
during 1%4.

106 27 140 100.0
Austri. o e 5.1 ! 2.7
Canada. .. et et e e eaanaas 12.0 11.4
DENTIATR L ettt e 0.9 | 1.5
Englund and Wales. ... . 7.9 9.0
Franee........... 1.5 : 1.0
Germany 16.1 | 25.8
Hungary 1.5 1.4
Ireland.. 10.7 ! 15.46
Ttaly. 14.4 4.7
Mexieo. oo 4.4 { 1.0
NOT WA « e e i 1.7 i 3.3
LT S 4.5 | 3.7
Russio. oo 6.5 1 4.1
Seotland.. ... e 2.4 9.3
Bweden . ..l 2.4 \ 5.5
Switverland .. .. e 0.6 1.1
Other COUNTIIeS. . oo e i 7.4 E 5.9

From the ‘tb()VE tabular statement it will he seen
that the following countries contributed percentages
of major offenders in excess of their relative repre-
sentation among the total foreign born population of
1900: Austria, Canada, France, Hungary, Italy, Mex-
ico, Poland, Russia, and Scotland. Comparisons of
this kind, however, are merely indicative, and not con-
clusive evidence of the criminal tendencies of the if-
ferent nationalities, and will be of greater significance
when the relation of the foreign born to crime groups
and to specific offenses has been shown.

Table xx1v shows the per cent distribution, by of-
fense, of prisoners committed during 1904, classified
as major and minor offenders, and by color, nativity,
and birthplace. In other words, it presents statistics
which show the relative frequency of the different of-

PRIS()N ERS.

fenses among the several nationalities of foreign born
offenders.

When the figures for the major offenders are con-
sidered, it will be noted- that a larger proportion of the
w}uto tlmn of the colored had committed offenses

“against society,” and this was true also with regard to
offenses ““against chastity”” and those “against public
policy.”  The colored also show a smaller proportion
of their number committed for offenses “ against prop-
erty” than do the white, but the proportion convicted
of offenses *“ against the person ™ was very considerably
larger. Of the colored, 13.4 per cent had been com-
mitted for homicide, as against 6.6 per cent of the
white. Assaults and robberies were also relatively
more frequent among the colored.

As between the native and foreign born white major
offenders, the native contributed slightly smaller per-
centages of offenders against chastity and public policy,
and a considerably smaller percentage of offenders
against the person, but a much larger percentage of
offenders against property. Larceny, burglary, and

.assaults, in the order named, were the leading major

offenses among both the native white and the foreign
born white. Larceny and burglary were relatively
more common among the native than among the for-
eign, while the reverse was the case with respect to
assault.

An inspection of the percentages of the different for-
eign nationalities in the several crime groups re-
veal many curious variations. The largest percent-
age guilty of offenses against chastity is shown for the
Canadians, 9.3 per cent of the total number of major
offenders born in Canada having been convicted of
crimes of that class. Other nationalities having rela-
tively large percentages under this head are the Poles
(8.1 per cent), English and Welsh (6.4 per cent), Aus-
trians (5.2 per cent), and Swedes (5 per cent).

The Irish and Mexicans show the largest percent-
ages of major offenders against public policy, 23.5 and
13.1 per cent, respectively. Violation of United States
lnws, one of the crimes of this group, accounted for
17.9 per cent of the Irish major offenders and 10.9 per '
cent of the Mexican.

Crimes against the person were charged against 15.3
per cent of all the major offenders born in England
and Wales and against 57.1 per cent of those born in
Italy. These countries represent the extremes. For
the other countries mentioned the proportion varies

- from 19.7 per cent of the pI‘lSOIlEI‘E. born in Russia to

39.8 per cent of those born in Austria.
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TapLe XXIV.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY OFFENSE, OF MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS COMMITTED
DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH.
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1%,
o O U UU —
i White, :
H S — ; S .
l’ t Foreign born. i
OFFENSE. 1 B i
Aggre~ 1 1 —— : e b e - 1 Col-
gute. || i ; Country of birth, | ored.
| Total. |[Native. '
! . S SO
‘ ! Total, ) . 1 i : |
| Aus- | can- (ERElRd) Gor | tre. ‘Italv. Mex- | Po- | Rus- Swe- }?(fl?:f i
|| trie. ‘ ada. | whales. ‘many.‘ lund. ! *7| deo. (land.; siw. land. | den. \‘ tries, x}
! i ‘4
MATOR OFFENDERS,
. e } ; o -
Allclasses......ocoivmenoon 100. 0 i‘ 100.0 i} 100.¢ | 100.0 : 100.0 ‘ 100.0 1 00,0 ‘ 100.0 ! 1.0 160.0 i 100.0 : 160.0 1.0 100,00 100 0 100.0

Apainst soclefy. _...... P 12,1 145! 15.5 LInA 140 {144 144 [ 26,9 1 12,6 4.0, 16.3

Against chastity. .. ........___. 4.2 . 48] 59 52 03] 6.4 41] 3.4| 3.4. 5.01 7.0
Adultery. . ..ooveieiieian.. 1.6 2.2 | 2.1 2.5 1 2.4 4.2 | 341 1.5 2.5 1.7 .. 201 3.2
Bigamy and polygamy.. .. 0.9 1.1k 1.1 Lo g 2.2 0.9 1.2 0.2 0.5 LO: 0.9
Seduetion. . ..o ... 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.4 | ‘ L3 0.3 ..., 0.4 ..., L6 DT e [ {3
Crime against nature. 0.5 0.5 ¢ 0.5 0.5 i 0.6 ... .. 0,2 1.0 1.1
Ineest..coveveraennnnn 0.2 4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 ({08 S s S U DU PP 0.4
Allother ... .._........... 0.5 | 0.6 0.6 0.6 ; 0.3 0.5 0.3 " 1.0 0.9 =

Against public poliey. ......... 7.9 0.8 0.7] 10.3 ‘ 62 570 R0 10.4| W5l v.3 901 9.0 9.3 33

(2] B o 0.7 h 0.7 0.7 G.7 L 09 .. : 0.3 0.6 0.31 1.2 Loy LG w5 . 0.8
Counterfeiting. .. ... 0.7 §f 1.0 0.8 1.6 4.8, 0.2, 0.3 L7 090 29 L0 L. 200 Wl
Violating U. 8. laws. . 8.0 | 6.7 ! 0.8 6.5 1.4 3.8 6.4 3.9 1781 4.9 10,9 .1 4.0 7.0 39 ;. 1.3
Allother................_.. 1.4 1 1.5 1.4 L6 ....... 1.6 0.9 2.4 4.3 0.3 1.1 3.2 3.0 i.0 4.9 1.3

Against the DeTSOn ... ...ocoveo.... 98.1 |) |25 2000 3.8 2.4 153 2.5 22 51 om0 | a5 | 23.0

Homicide. .. ....ooooeee.. 8.8 641 77 4.4 : 1.4 ] CaRl 700 3.0
12.1 | 707 14 7.3 1.8 | W7 242 12.0

4.6 . 4,7 i . a.1 4.5 1 P LB 1.4 ¢ 5.0

2.2 ¢ . 2.3 W7 3.0 1.4 2.7 2,21 2.0

............... 0.3 : . 0.3 .7 0.6 0ol 0.4 1.0

Against property 58.9 | et was 9.3 | 56,3 | 489 ;

Arson 8 07 07 0615 0.9 [T

Burglary .. 25 2lL2 22.0 18.8 | 20.1! 26,81 10

Larceny. 24 3L1. 3.8 2%.8 | 25.3 | 2.7 1 31,

0 6.2 6.5 4.9 2.3 22| 5
6 1.9 2.0 1.6 |l 0.5 S W
il 01 0.1 0.1 ] 0.2 leeererilinnn e deceaans

Double crimes i o0l 01 f {10 LSRR S (X : 1 R SO AU SUUMNURUOUIS P

Unelassified HE €5 NN T €} T 5 B PO

Offense not stated g8l 0.8) 08| 0.7 0.5 1

|
SMINOR OFFENDERS.
g | i : | | | : : : ! i
Allclasses.....ocooiooiann. 100.0 \[ 100.0 i 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 ! 100.0 | 100.0 . 100.0 | 100.0 ; 100.0 | 100.0 ~ 100.0 :.3100.0 ¢ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Against society .. ..o.oooooieeeo.... 74.1 2| 7.3 BLL. 60.21 70.8| 85.6] 0.5, 90.7 | 50| 62.5 bI.§ 80,0 73.2 | 5.3

Against chastity..... s 2.3 21 2.3 1.7 LRI 2.6 20" 1.4: L2 L% 0.3 295 23! L3{ L4 28| &
Fornication........... 0.5 ¢ 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4, 0.5 L3 0.3 0.2 0.6 1 ....... [ - .81 0.1:. 0.3 0.7 1.1
Prostitution 0.4 ¢ 0.5 0.6 0.5 031 07 0.7 0.3 0.4: 0.1 i....... . 0.5 0.1 0. 0.1, LO L1
Allother.. ... ...o..o..... : L1l 1.1 1.2 0.9 . L1} 14 1.0 0.8 0.6 L1 } 0.3 -1.2 1.4 1 48 0.8 1.0 1.4

it : ; i ; i : :

Against publie policy.......... 71.8: 751 73.0 0.4 1 674 [ 7.3 83.61 76,1 BO.5 0 HL2: 621 ; 547 60.1| 83 8.6 70.6 49.7
Drunkenness......... 28.5 4 3LG§  20.7 36,2 1 10.2 | 48.3 38.51 17.0 | 49.8 | 7.3 ¢ 2.7 181 10.8 42, 34.5° 2387 K1
Disorderly conduct. .. 14.2 ‘[‘ 13.5 13.1 147 253 5.7 .60 175 141 20.7) 27.G| .97 227} 1L 6.5 0 18.8 18.3
Violating liquor laws. 1.8 L4 1.5 1.0 1.4 2.3 0.7, 1.1 0.3 | 3.4 2.0 ‘ 1.4 1.6 0. 0.3 L6 3.0
Vagraney. . ..o........ 23.3 \1 24.7 0 2450 239 20,8 1 178§ 20050 33,6, 23.61 14.3' 289 19.5: 64! 29, 23,7 2L3 13.8
Incorrigibility. . 0.1° 0.1 0.1 0.1 0., 0.2 i (£ T T X R € T { 2 U [P . 0. 0.1 0.1 0.1
Truaney........ {t) 0] [O T ) T | D S N ) ] 5 W RN SO IPY FDURSUE ST MY
Allotheér.... J 1l . 100 421 38 40 34! T 3.0 331 48 L i 6.8

H H I

Apainst the Derson................ 6.4 53| a1 6.2 .2 4.7 3.6 6.7 . 13.5
Assault. . 6.2 51| 48| Gl 1L8; 46: 34| 6.5 T
Robhery. . 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 011 01! (O | 01 0.3
Allother ... .ooiviiiiia... 0.1 0.1 0.1 (179 SRR V% SN B € ) I 0.1 0.2 [}

{ i { i : ! . ;

Against property. . ..o..cooioo oo ! 15.0 1 16.2 8.2 11,9 17.1] 14.8 10.3 | 16.0 ¢ 29.9
BUIEIAIT - - oo e e Lofl 10 1.1 0.6 0.6 071 G50 10! 15
Larceny. 13.7 12,1 13.5 9.0 1 12.4: 12.3 7.71 1.0 24.7
Frand....... 1.1 1.1 1.0 L1+ 20, 09, 0.9: ' L0 1.3
Embezzlement ' 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 ! 0.8, 03} 0.41 0.7 0.4
Malicious mischief and trespass | 1.7 1 1.7 1.9 1.0 1.1 [ 0.7 i 0.6 1.3 1.9
Allother..oooooiiiinmoiiinann Sm oo [ TR ¢ S NP [P [P [t (&3]

: ! | il i |

Doublecrimes. ... .............. (OB M ¢ G 0 0l 01 .. % 0.1 S |

Unclassified.........._...... . 0.4 0.4 0.5, 021 03. 014 0.2 0.3 i 0.9

Offense not stated.................. L1 0.9 .00 05 L1: 04. 0.4 ! 0.3 {24

! i i B ! H 3

- 1Leass than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
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If the foreign born major offenders are arranged by
country of birth, according to the percentages com-
mitted for homicide, the following order results:

Per cent of

mujor of-

fenders of

specified

nationality
commitred
for homicide
during 1604,

Per ¢cent of
major of-
f««nde?s of
TRY OF I speeified

COUNTRY OF BIRTH. | nationality
©committed

" for homicide

dnring 1954,

COUNTRY OF BIRTIH.

Ttaly.. 4.4
Sweder 3.7
Aust 4.6
Mexico Seotland . | 3.0
Polund. ..ol ! Ergland und Walt 2.8

Germany.. .. ............ :

Applied to the foreign born prisoners committed for
asgsault, the same arrangement brings out the follow-
ing percentages:

l Per cent of
major of-
fenders of

PPer cent of
major of-
fenders of

CUNTRY OF specified 1 cnpe op specified
COUNTRY OF BIRTH. natinmulity COUNTRY OF BIRTH. | b ity
committerd

 committed }
for assault
Cduring 1904

for assanit
Cduring 1004,

Ttaly .o 0.5 | GPIINANY - .o oveeaeannns 4.0
Poland......oooooiioae. a2 | Russin. .. ...l 8.
Austria. . ..ocoeeiaiaais 100 : Canada_ o......... A
Mexico. .oovereeninnaaaas 13.7 | Englanid and Wulk . 5.8
Seotland. ..o ... ; 12,0 Sweden. ... ... | 4.0
Ireland._ . ... ........... :

1.8

|
|

The percentages of the foreign born major offenders
committed for robbery show considerable variation,
Of the Ttalians, 5.2 per cent were committed for this
erime; of the Canadians, 5.1 per cent; and of the Scotehy,
5 per cent; while of the Mexicans and the Poles the
percentages were only 1.6 each. In respect to the
relative numbers who had committed rape there are
striking differences, the percentages varying from 1.4
per cent among the Irish to 4.4 per cent among the
Italians and 4.3 per cent among the Austrians.

The country showing the lowest percentage of
major offenders against property was Italy, with 30.1
per cent, the mext larger percentages being 47.9 for
Austria, 48.9 for Poland, and 49.3 for Ireland. More
than one-half of the total number of major offenders
born in the other specified countries were in each in-
stance offenders against property. The Poles and the
Russians lead in percentages of prisoners committed
for arson, each showing 1.1 per cent. The percentages
of major offenders of each nationality committed for
burglary and of those committed for larceny, arranged
according to their magnitude, are as follows:

PRISONERS.

i [ 'y vent of
! ] najor of-

fenders of
COUNTRY OF BIRTH. ]
&
1

Per cont of
nutjor af-
fenders of
specified
miationulity
i committed
for larceny
during 1404,

speeified
nationality
commitied
| for Targlary
| during 104,

COUNTRY OF BIRTH.

o RussiaL. .ol
G Englund and Wales_ o0

MexiCo . . oe i
Englund and Wales_ .

(.‘umulu................:.‘

(ermany.,

Polund. ...
Austrin. ... oL
Seotland
Mexico. ...

©oIreland..

Minor offenders.—In the study of minor offenders
the chief interest lies in the consideration of the
number committed for the crimes included in the
group ‘‘against public policy,” which are strictly
minor offenses. The comparatively small percentage
of colored in this group, namely, 49.7 per ceut, as
against 75.1 per cent of the total white, is, no douht,
in part to be accounted for by the fact that in the
South Atlantic and South Central divisions, which
contain most of the colored population, less effort is
made to punish such offenses as drunkenness, dis-
orderly conduct, and vagrancy than in the other
state groups, especially the North Atlantie.

A comparison of the figures for the native white
minor offenders with those for the foreign horn white
shows that 73 per cent of the native were committed for
offenses against public policy, and 79.4 per cent of the

foreign born. The foreign born show larger percent-
ages sentenced for drunkenness and for disorderly
conduct, but violations of the liquor laws and vagrancy
were relatively more frequent among the native born.

; If the figures for the several nationalities of foreign-

i born minor offenders are compared, it will be noted that

§9.5 per cent of those born in Ireland had offended
against public policy, and 52.2 per cent of those born

in Ttaly. For the other countries the percentages .

| range from 54.7 for the Poles to 85.5 for those born in

i Scotland.

[

As the terms ‘“drunkenness” and ‘‘disorderly con-
duct” are so often but two names for the same offense
and as the crimes covered by them are always closely
related, the percentages for both have been added and
are shown in the following tabular statement,in which
the several nationalities are arranged according to the
| proportion of their minor offenders who were com-
[ mitted for these crimes:

i
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!

i Pereent of
minor of-
fenders of
speeified

nationality
committed
for drunken-
ness aud
disorderly
eanduct
during 1004,

|
Per eent of
minor of- |
fenders of |
specified
nationality |
committed |
for drunken-
ness and
disorderly |
conduct
during 1904,

COUNTRY OF BIRTII. COUNTRY OF BIRTIL

.0 Germany. ... ...,

34.0 1 Russia

340 Mexico. . 30.:

alLO 1 Poland .. 29.0
Lng]unrl and Wales_ .. ... LY Ttaly.ooo L 5.0
Austrin. ..o 33.5

Citizenship.—Accurate statements concerning the
citizenship of foreign born prisoners are not easily
obtained. The facts are usually not a matter of prison
record, but must be obtained from the prisoners them-

Tapg XXV.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY CITIZENSHIP, OF FOREIGN BORN
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selves, who sometimes imagine it advantageous to
claim a citizenship they have not attained. Table
xxv gives the per cent distribution, by citizenship, of
foreign born male prisoners committed during 1904,
classified as major and minor offenders, and by age,
for main geographic divisions. The actual numbers
on which these percentages are based will be found in
Tables 21 and 22, pages 160 and 161.

It will be seen from Tuable xxv that the percentage
of prisoners for whom the matter of citizenship was
not reported was unusually large.  This fact must be
taken into consideration when comparisons are made.
It should also be noted that the total number of for-
eign born male prisoners in the two southern divi-
sions is small and the percentages based thereon are
therefore of comparatively little significance.

A[ALE PRISONERS COMMITTED

DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFTFTENDERS AND BY AGE, FOR MAIN GEOGRAPHIC
DIVISIONS. M
FER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF FOREIGN LBORN MALE PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904,
Tatal. Mujor offenders. } ! Minor offenders.
CITIZENSHIP. |l “ |
Conti- ‘\Iorth South North}&mlth Woeste ! Conti- | Nm'th buuth Wosto | Conti- ‘).orth,k()uth‘Nnrth 'nnutlﬂ“
nental 'Atlan- Atlan-i Cen- | Cen- lorn di-jl neutal - Cen- | Cens : Ai. | nental \ Atlan- Atlan-' Cen- | Cen
United ; tiedi-. tic di-:tral di- ttflldl-”,’mn . United lr.kldl—II‘dldl— 1I1 =0 United MJC a ¢ di-;tratdi- tTdJ(ll-L
States. \mon viston. vision. vmon[ | States. 'inn vision. vision. vision, VISION. - grates. | visio Visien. vislon.ivision.
i | i i i
TOTAL, .
I ‘ i

Total............ 100.0 ‘ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 ] 100.0 i 100.0 i 1000, (H 104.0 ‘ 100.0 | 163.0 104.0
Alien.......oooeeee- - 3.5 ‘ 4.5 20.41 187 | 4841 { 52.0 5 601 (1) G5, 7 4.1
Naturalized............ 43.2 1 4401 2.0 45.4| 173! 28.9 . 22.9° (4 s 45.4
First papers filed...... 2.7 \ 1741 21 6.0 3.2 4.8 240 (I 1.8 2.4
Notsgiated.. ... 17.6 : 12.8 ! 40.9 30.0) 1.1 13.4 . 14.6 (1) 15.4 jE-N]

UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE
| | i ! T )
100.0 5 100.0 l @ | 100.0 ) (H | 106.0 | 100.0 1 W00 ) L0000 {8 (Wb 100.0 1 100.0 1 () P00 (3 100.0
4.6 72,4 ] 8] | 38.8 o597 ‘ 4|l 7.1 R3] 7.7 A oM 1.9 el M 34.8 ! [CIRE )
5.1 2.0 (h 4.7 [} ‘ 2.8 ¢ 6.8 2.8 (4 10.3 &4 1 4.6 3.0 (b T ' 1.1
Fqut pupers filed...... 0.8 0.8 (b T.41 ... 2.4 0.6 0.41.. ... 0.9 ... Coh 0.9 03] M 1. . 2.8
Not stated - oo -oooo oot 205 1 244 (O 1 4500 () | 86 1 2.2 186 M) 210 M0 ‘ 2.7 2057 50.8l m A
' : i ! |

; p ! i | ]

Totale e cacanns 100.0 {] 100.0 | 100.0 . 160.0 ; i 100, () 100.0 i 100.0 i 100.0 0 100.0
Alien......... 3441 30.21 30.5 | i 325 47.5 \ 2941 164 | 2L.G| 0.7
Naturalized.. 46.1 7.1 29.7 | 47.8 1| 49.0 l 3.6 47.3| 180 43.1
First papers filed. 2.8 1.8 2.0 ! 260 L6 18] 601 541 31
Not stated . ........... 16.7 || 1.9 37.8 ; 1IT1Y IL8} 8741 8L21 550] 23.1

| ! ; i | ;

1 Per cent not shown where hise is less than 104.

The percentage of foreign born male prisoners who
had become naturalized was larger than the percent-
age of alien for continental United States, and also for
the North Atlantic, North Central, and W estern divi-
sions. Parmcularl} notable was the large percentage
(45.4) of naturalized prisoners in the \orth Central
states, where only 18.7 per cent of the prisoners were
aliens. In this division, however, citizenship was not
reported for 30 per cent of the foreign born prisoners,
which fact affects considerably the value of the other
percentages. In the South Atlantic and the South
Central states the percentages of alien foreign born

prisoners are the larger, and markedly so in the last
mentioned division, where the Mexicans are found in
greater number than elsewhere. For the United
States 2.7 per cent of the foreign born prisoners had
the first citizenship papers filed, and in regard to 17.6
per cent of the total number no report was received
concerning citizenship. The percentage of ‘‘not re-
ported”’ cases was notably large in the South Atlantic
(39.9) and in the South Central (31.1) divisions.
Among the major offenders the alien prisoners pre-
dominated, both in the country as a whole and in
each geographic division, except the North Central.
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On the other hand, among the minor offenders more
prisoners were found to be naturalized, except in the
South Central states. The fact that aliens predomi-
nated among major offenders and not among the
minor is in accord with the fact to be noted later—
under the discussion of length of residence in the
United States—that foreign born prisoners who had
resided in the country for five years or less formed 27
per cent of the major offenders and only 13.4 per cent
of the minor offenders.

Language spoken.—The returns in regard to the
ability of foreign born prisoners to speak English
were, no doubt, more or less influenced by the vary-
ing interpretation of the enumerators as to what con-
stitutes such ability. Table xxvI shows the per cent
distribution, by language spoken, of the foreign born
prisoners committed during 1904, classified as major
and minor offenders.

TasLe XNVI.—Per cent distribution, by language spoken, of foreign

born prisoners committed during 1904, classified as major end minor
offenders, for main geographic dicisions.

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF FOREIGN BORN I'BISONERS
i COMMITTED DURING 1904,
|

i

LANGUAGE SPUKEN. (oo

PRISONERS.

other hand, the percentage not speaking English was
larger for the minor offenders.

Length of residence in the United States.—A highly
important consideration in seeking to measure the
relation of the foreign horn inhabitants to crime is
how long those who are imprisoned for violations of
law have lived in the United States, whether it is the
comparatively new arrivals or the earlier comers who
are prominent in the prison returns. Some general
idea may be gathered from the statistics of commit-
ments to prison in the course of a year, even if the
length of residence could not be ascertained in a
large percentage of cases. A tendency among pris-
oners to exaggerate the number of years they have
lived in this country was probably not wholly wanting.
The figures given in Table xxvir should therefore be
accepted with some reservations, This table shows,
for main geographic divisions, the per cent distribu-
tion, by years of residence in the United States, of the
foreign born prisoners committed during 1904, classi-
fied as major and minor offenders.

TasLe XXVIL—Per cent distribution, by years of residence in the

United States, of foreiyn born prisoners committed during 1904,
classified as mujor and minor offenders, for main geographic divisions.

R CTCIO 0000

iental . North { South | North ; South | Western = ]
United ;. Atientic: Atlantie| Central | Central {0000 PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF FOREIGN BORN PRISONERS
Stutes i: division. ! division. : division. J dn.mcm.‘ COMMITTED DURING 1004,
L : 3 PSS S — .~ YEARS OF RESIDENCE - : - ‘
| IN THE UNITED S o !
TOTAL. [ STATES. g(‘,’l‘l’;‘:l I North ¢ South ‘ North | South | ywo o
— | Cnited || axitlppnc | Atlantic | Central L.e'pt.ral division.
; : | : i States, | division.| division. :division.idivision.|
All clusses_..|  100.0 00.00 1000 300.0] (1006 100.0 | -l i ‘ |
i | 7; | SRR SO S
English......co.... 60.4 4 9261  SL6|  80.0 54,1 8LT |
Other............. 7.9 § 6.4 ! 14.4 7.0 40.3 1 | TOTAL.
Not specified ... ... 7 )‘\ 0y 4o i 0 5.5 %1 | N e
: — — | Totul......... L1000 | 100.0 0 100.0|  100.0
MAJOR OFFENDERS, ' Less than 1 year. ... 1.3 0.6 5.1 .9
: %ye&r.... gl, 1).9 : Z§ 3.6
; ) rears. 3.2 4 2.5 . .
Allclusses... 100,00 100.0] ¢y I 100.0 0 100.0 .0 3YeRt- 57 b =l 23
Tie 1 61 - ; = o« | dyears. 2.2 1.9 2.1 3.3
English_......___. LSkl STl 92.0 © 50.9 8.5 | 530ua; 25 | 30 52 Lo
Other............. 1261 1231 () G41 489 172 §t09 vea b4 | 51| 1L0 7.3
ot specified. ... ! L3y 0.6 l ¢ 2.6 L 5.2 0.3 4 j0'to 14 years. 1 e 1.0] 188 145
: ; %\} 3§eutrs agd over.... 50'{ i ;1‘38 3&0 33 3
‘ MINOR OFFENDERS. } Not stated.......... 16. “ 28.6 22.8 22.8
i _ S i
Allclasses...  100.0 100.0 1 100.0] 10007 1000 100.0 | MAJOR QFFENDERS.
3 I T N 74 R R
English........... 9.0 93.2 701 88.4 59,0 | 81.5 ! i ! :
Otber 0 ot S B S T4 % 86 ud Total......... W05 1000, () 100.0 | 1000 1000
Not specified. ..... L7 1.0 3.8 4.2 l 6.0 2.4 Less than 1 year. ... 9.7 i 331 ) | 1.1 } 2.3 )
; ;yeur ............... t_;g il 7T (11) ) 2.6 { 2.3 6.3
1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100, i Eg,giig::::'_::-_::::: Te .;3 | t‘; % 36 | ?,8 ‘4’
. . , _ | avenrs ..l 410 Fol ¢ 36 L7 5.
For continental United States 90.4 per cent of the , R TR I i %i;’} a0 o
. . . L6 TS . . -0 0.1 | t.2 3.4 ).
totalforeign born prisoners were reported as being able | 101014 years.... A L S 16.
. R . . . . ° {15 yearsandover....: 36.2 1 B W 45.5 32.4 35.
to speak English. Ability in this-direction was most | Notstated.......... L8, 102 @) | 68| 150 7
. - Y. P i j . B - [ ! .
marked in the North Atlantic division, where 92.6 per |
. . . ] MINOR OFFENDERS.
cent of the foreign born prisoners could speak English, |
. ! :
and least common in the South Central states, where ‘ Total... ... 00.0] 00,0 100.0 | 100.0 | mo.o\ 100.0
only 54.1 per cent were returned as English speaking. ' pess than 1year. ... ! ; 1o 1.3 0.3 [ L 1.6
In general, more of the major offenders than of the | 3Jenrs 7110 34 I LA AR R
. . L3y 2 2.5 3.2 2,3 | 2. 2.5
minor were reported as unable to speak English. For i Ebrciodldion X AR I 3.0
- LI . . L easeenn 2, L3 0.6 2.0 3 .
the geographic divisions there are some curious varia- | §ios yeurs. . > a3 ?‘4’[ i i ¥
- . . 4y 1. .3 9.4 ¢ 10. .5 R
tions, In the North Atlantic states relatively more | 13 ;‘éﬁfffiive,_"_‘ P I S S T U S AU T
of the major offenders than of the minor did not | Nobs@ted---..... I IR T ik 201

speak English. In the North Central division, on the

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.




COMMITTED DURING 1904.

In regard to 16.1 per cent of the foreign born
prisoners the length of residence in the United States
is unknown. In the North Atlantic division 73.4 per
cent of the prisoners had lived in this country for six
years or more; in the North Central division, 59.9 per
cent; and in the Western division, 58.1 per cent. In
each division a large percentage of the prisoners com-
mitted had resided in the United States for fifteen years
or over, and this is not surprising when it is considered
that the foreign born who have resided here for fifteen
years or more probably form more than one-half of the
total number of foreign born persons in the general
population. This was true at least in 1900, when 51.9
per cent of the foreign population claimed a residence
of fifteen years or more. Between 1900 and 1904 there
was a heavy immigration of foreign born, which prob-
ably affected these proportions in a marked degree.

Only 1.3 per cent of the foreign born prisoners had
been in this country less than one year. For the
United States as a whole, as well as for the geographic
divisions, the percentages were larger among those
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whose residence was given as one and two vears than
for those who had lived here less than 365 days.

If the foreign born prisoners are classified as major
and minor offenders according to length of residence,
it will be observed that the recent arrivals form a
larger percentage of the first mentioned group than of
the second. Of the foreign born major offenders, 27
per cent had resided in the United States for five yvears
or less, as compared with 13.4 per cent of the minor
offenders. As might be expected the bulk of prisoners
in both groups is made up of those who have been in
the United States for six years or longer. In the
case of both the major and the minor offenders the
largest single percentage represents those who are re-
ported to have lived here for fifteen years and over,

Age—The age was not stated in regard to 5,094 of
the 149,691 prisoners committed during 1904. The
numerical and per cent distribution of those of known
age, classified as major and minor offenders, and by
sex, is presented in Table xxviir.

Tasre XXVIIL-DISTRIBUTION, BY AGE, OF PRISONERS OF KNOWN AGE, COMMITTED DURIN(G 1004, CLASSIFIED
AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS, AND BY SEX.

AGE. Aggreguti. Mujor offenders. Minor offtnders.

[ - | 1 ) |
Totul. ‘, Mule. | Female. . Total. | | Male. | Female. | Totul © Mal:e | Female,
i i N S D b b

NUMBER.
Al KNOWN A - e e e e eeeaas ©o144,507 0 131,492 ;0 13,105 ‘: 27,631 26,484 | 1,147 | 116,966 105,008 11,958
1040 T4 FORIS . - oo oo eeee e e e e eee e e en e e e e er e eaeeean | 196 186 | 100 490 436 43
15 to 19 years. R 4,534 4,341 183 4 9,352 8,568 784
20 to 24 years. . 7,042 7,508 | 344 . 19,041 | 17,049 1,002
25 to 29 years. 5,428 ¢ 5,215 | 213 17,850 f 15,932 1,012
0toddyears ... o..il... 3,203 3,151 | 142 ¢ 15,880 | 14,084 1,786
35 t0 30 years.. 2,342 2,265 99 | 15,096 || 13,418 1,678
40 to 44 years 1,494 | 1,430 | 64 11 12,766 1 11,420 1,346
45 to 49 years 1,000 b 955 | 45 || 9,415 i 8,516 890
50 to 59 years | 9080 973 | 26 11,307 || 10,362 a45
60 to 69 years i 311 b 301 | 10 1 4,758 || 4,313 445
70 years and ov o 69 | 1 1,002 | 874 128
! I . ! !
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION.

! | i ! ’ i
AL KNOWI Q868 .o o o cii et 100.0 é 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
10 to 14 years 0.5 0.5 | 0.4 0.7 0.7 | 0.9 ! 4 0.4
15to 19 yea .4 9.8 ¢ 7.6 16.4 i 6.4 15.8 .2 6.6
20 to 24 yea, 1%.7 18.7 4 17.5 8.7 ) 28,7 30.0 16.7
25 1o 29 years 16.1 1 1.1 : 16.2 19.6 - 1.7 18.6 16.0
B0 LO B4 YOATS Lottt iin e 13.3 | 13.1 | 14.7 | 11.9 1] 1.9 12.4 4 14.9
BHE0 B9 FORTS - oot vn e eaennimeae e e re e anns 12.1 || 1161 13.6 8.6 8.6 8. 5 14.0
40 to 44 years. . 9.9 4 9.8 1.8 : : 5.4 a.6 | 1.3
45 to 49 years.. ! 7.2 7.2 3.4 3.9 [ 7.5
50 to 59 years. . * B 740 3.7 2.3 4 7.9
60 to 69 years.. | 4. 3.5 1.1 0.9 | 3.7
70 years and over i 0. 1.0 ; .3 0.1 1.1

Among the 695 prisoners under 15 years of age, as

is shown in Table 32, 26 were 10 years, 57 were 11

vears, 108 were 12 years, 168 were 13 years, and 336

~were 14 years old. Relatively more prisoners of

extreme youth were found in the South Atlantic and
South Central divisions than in the others.

1552—07——%

For both sexes the number of prisoners reaches its
maximum in the age group 20 to 24 years. Nearly
one-half (48.1 per cent) of all prisoners committed
were between 20 and 34 years of age: and if those
in the age period 35 to 39 years be added, 60.2 per
cent of the prisoners will be found to have been be-
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tween 20 and 39 years of age at the time of commit-
ment.  As between the male and female prisoners the

percentages shown for the different age groups corre-
spond rather closely.  Among the males the percent-
ages are slightly larger in the age periods 15 to 19

=
[l
years and 20 to 24 vears. On the other hand, among
females the percentages are larger in the three age
periods 30 to 34, 35 to 39, and 40 to 44 yvears.

Of the major offenders, 65.5 per cent were under 30
years of age at the time of commitment, us compared
with only 40 per cent of the minor offenders. The
majority of the minor offenders, therefore, were sent
to prison after having reached the thirtieth year of
life. Tendencies toward the violations of law for which

most of the minor offenders are incarcerated, such as
drunkenness, disorderly conduct (generally meaning
drunkenness), and vagrancy, usually develop later in
life than the graver criminal tendencies that character-
ize the major offenders.  Moreover, in the case of many
minor offenders, the commitment to prison in 1004
was not the first. This was doubtless true, also, of
some major offenders, but probably the number was
relatively smaller, partly becanse commitments in the
case of major offenders are for longer terms,

Age, by color, race, nativity, and parentage. — Table
xx1X shows the per cent distribution, by age, of prison-
ers of known age, classified as major and minor offend-
ers, and by color, race, nativity, and parentage.

Tapre XXIX.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY AGE, OF PRISONERS OF KNOWN AGE COMMITTED DURING 1904,

CLASSIFIED AS MAJOR AND

MINOR OFFENDERS, AND BY COLOR, RACE, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE.

YER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISOUNERS OF KNOWN AGE COMMITTED DURING 1004,

b White. Colored.
1
s S - O - -
AGE. i . |
¢ | Aggre- | i Nutive, ! ? \“
i gate. i R i - CNativity i
| i o ' | | . Foreign | v, i Mongo- .
i o Total. ! Nutive | Foreign | Mixed & Purent- | boral . Total. i Negro lian, | Indian.
: i 4 Total. © purent- . patent- @ parent- | age un- | i : h
‘ i i age. | age. | aged | known. | 1 li
i i ! : i i Ji
TOTAL.
i bl ‘ T : | |
Allknown ages...co..... : 10,0 | 100,90 100,16 100.0 100.0 100.0 00,0 - 100.0 UKL O } 100,0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0
1060 14 FRATS oo cncecnenn.s ; 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 | 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.3 1 L7 [ 4 0.1
15 to 19 vears. ... 9.4 8.2t 9.7 1.0 7.8 ; 12,4 1.9 4.4 6.3 16.9 | i7.2 1.6 10.8
20 to 24 years.... 18.7 & 16. 4 18.0 20. 4 14.2 20. 4 21,2 10.8 ¢ 16.2 30.5 30.8 11.9 25.6
25 to 29 years.... 6.1 15.1 16.3 17.1 14,2 7.0 18,0 12.0 ! 18,9 2.3 ) 21.4 14.1 18.6
30 to 34 years.... 13.3 1 13,6 14.2 | 13.6 1481 14.8 15.0 ¢ 12.3 14.1 | 1.4 [ 1.4 14.6 11.9
35 to 39 years_... 12,1 13.0 12.6 11.7 14.6 | 12,2 11.2 ¢ 13.9 13.8 ThY 7.3 15.1 10.5
40 to 44 years... . 9.9 10.9 10.1 4.3 12.3 |- k.4 8.6 13.1 | 9.9 4.3 4.2 9.2 6.0
45 to 49 years.... T2 81 7.3 6,7 9.3 | 5.9 33! 10.0 | 8.3 2.6 2.4 12.4 6.6
50 to 59 years.... 8.5 9.6 7.9 7.6 9.5 ! 6.6 8.7 13.9 8.0 2.6 2.4 15.1 a1
60 to 69 years...... 3.5 4.0 2.6 2.7 2.5 | 1.8 2.2 7.5 3.4 1 0.9 0.8 3.8 4.4
70 years and over 07 0.8 0.4 0.4 - 0.3 ! 0.2 0.4 1.8 0.8 4 0.3 0.3 2.2 0.3
% MAJOR OFFENDERS.
All known ages.. L0000 00.00 30000 1000 100.0  100.0| 1000 100.0| () | 10000 1000 % 1 100.0
10 to 14 years.. 0.7 0.2 0.3 §i 0.4 O 0.2 |oeenennnn. @ i : 1.7 1.8 [l .
15 to 19 years 16,4 14.8 158.5 | 14.4 17.2 18.5 17.6 12,2 1 20.0 l 2.2 | (2) 14.3
20 to 24 years 2.7 27.0 28,3 i 28.9 ! 25.6 | 20.6 30,2 22,2 32.6 ! 3.6 | [¢)] 35. 4
25 to 24 years 19.6 19.0 10.1 | 19.4 18.6 ¢ 19.1 15.8 18.4 | 2.1 21.1 f (Y 21.7
30 to 34 vears 1.9 12,9 2.7 ‘ 12.3 | 13.6 12,6 13.2 13.8 | 9.8 9.7 i (%) 9.3
35 to 39 Years 8.6 9.6 9.0 || 8.8 | 9.6 | 9.3 9.1 1.7 | ! 6.3 | 6.2 (% 7.5
40 to 44 years 5.4 6.3 5.9 || 5.8 6.8 1 4.0 5.0 8.0! i 3.4 | 3.4 | (%) 5.0
4510 49 vears 3.6 4,4 4.1 | 42 4.3 2.8 35| 5.4 | 2.0 | Lo (8 3.1
50 to 59 yeats 3.6 4.3 3.8 ; 4.0, 3.4 3.0 3.5 6.3 / | 2.0 | 20 (» 1.9
60 to 60 Years. ... 1.1 1.3 1.2 4 1.3 1 0.8 0.8 L8| 1. 0.8 | 0.8 (%) 1.2
70 years and over.. 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 oevaen.. 0.3 : 0.4 J 0.2 | 0.2 Lo 0.6
i ! : ! i i i :
MINOE OFFENDERS.
T T ‘ o “ |
All known ages.......... 1000 ‘1 100, 0 k} 100.0 { 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ‘ 100.0 1040, 0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
1010 14 FOATS . oo ceennennnnnnn,s 0.4 0.3 | 0.3 | 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.4 1.6 ! 17 e, 0.2
I5to 19 years. .....oann.n 2.0} 0 | 8.4 9.0 6.4 .5 1.5 3.6 6.0 | 15.1 4 15.4 | 1.5 9.8
to24years..o......... 16.3 | 14.4 | 16.6 | 18.3 12,5 17.6 20.4 %3 15.8 29.2 ( 29.7 ) 10.0 22,6
251020 Years. .o oeevnnnns. 15.3 | 14. 4 15,7 i 16.5 13.6 16.3 18.2 11.2 18.8 21.4 21,6 13.1 17.6
30 to 34 years...... 13.46 ! 13.8 14.5 14.0 15.1 15.4 ‘ 14.1 12.1 14.1 12.4 ¢ 12.3 12,3 12.6
353 to 39 years.._... | 12.9 || 13,6 { 13.3 l! 12,5 15. 4 3.1 | 11.3 14.2 13.9 82 8.0 15,4 1.5
40 to 44 years...... I 10.9 || 11.8& 4 1.0 ¢ 10.2 13.1 9.8} 8.9 13.8 10.0 4.8 4.7 10.0 6.3
45 to 49 years.... ! 8.0 i &8 | 8.0 7.3 10,1 6.8 5.4 10.6 8.5 3.0 2.7 12.3 7.7
50 to 50 years.... J 9.7 }1 0.6 8.8 8.4 10. 4 7.7 5.9 14.9 8.2 3.0 a7 18.5 6.1
60 to 69 years...... | 4.1 4 4.5 2 3.1 2.8 2,2 2.3 8.3 3.6 1.0 0.81 4.6 5.4
70 years and OVer.......c...... ! 0.9} 0.9 4 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 2.0 0.5 0.3 ! 0.3 i[ 2.3 0.2
i v - o | i !

1 Having one parent native and the other foreign, or one parent unknown and the other either native or foreign.

2 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100
3 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.




COMMITTED DURING 1904.

It is at once apparent from Table xxix that the
negro prisoners were more youthful than the white;
71.1 per cent of the negroes were under 30 vears of
age when committed, as against 39.9 per cent of the
total number of white prisoners. This difference in
ages at commitment between the two races is less
marked when the percentages of major offenders are
considered by themselves, 75.7 per cent of negro major
offenders of this class being under 30 years of age, as
compared with 61 per cent of the white. Among the
minor offenders, on the other hand, 68.4 per cent of
the negroes were under 30 years of age at the time of
commitment, but only 36.1 per cent of the white.
Whether these figures point to an earlier development
of eriminality in the negro race, or indicate rather that
the criminal tendencies among negroes coming into
maturity at the time of this investigation are greater
than in the older generation of negroes, must probably
be left an open question. ’

Commitments to prison occurred generally at a
much earlier age among the native white than among
the foreign born white prisoners. Of the native white
major offenders sent to prison in 1904, 63.2 per cent
were under 30 years of age, and of the foreign born
white, 52.8 per cent; while for native white minor
offenders the corresponding percentage was 41 and for
the foreign born white, 24.2. So far as the {foreign
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born are concerned, the question as to the age at which
- they make an appearanee in the prison population
depends to a large degree upon their ages at arrival in
this country.  As most bmmigrants are over 21 yvears
of age when they come here, the comparisons just made
do not necessarily show that the native born tend to
criminality at an earlier age than the foreign born.

Of the native white major offenders of native parent-
age, 63.1 per cent were under 30 vears of age at the
time of commitment, as compared with 61.4 per cent
of the native white of foreign parents. There is a
greater divergence in the percentages of the two
groups among the minor offenders, those of native
parentage having 44.2 per cent who were under 30
vears of age while the native born of foreign parentage
had 32.7 per cent. *Among major offenders those 40
vears of age and over formed 15.6 per cent of the
native white prisoners of native parentage and 15.4
per cent of the native white of foreign parentage, while
among minor offenders those 40 years of age and over
formed 29.5 per cent of the native white of native
parentage and 36.8 per cent of the native white of
foreign parventage.

Table xxx gives the per cent distribution, by age,
of male and of female prisoners of known age, com-
mitted during 1904, classified as major and minor
| offenders, and by color, nativity, and parentage.
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TapLe NXX.-—PER CENT
COMMITTED DUREING
PARENTAGE.

PRISONLERS

DISTRIBUTION, BY AGE, OF MALE AND OF FEMALE PRISONERS OF KNOWN
1004, CLASSIFIED AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS AND BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AXD

AGE

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS OF ENOWN AGE COMMITTED DURING 14,

i

i White.

|

| e — e e e .

. Aggregate, Native, Cotored,
AGE. J Totald - . e - T e e Fore'gn born.
i . | Totul.2 i Nutive purentage. ‘EF[:-ro’gn purentage.
Mule. - Fomuale.  Male.  Female, : Male. ! Female, ' Male.  Female.: Male,  Femule.  Muale.  Femade o Male,  Fenale,
| i i I
TOTAL,

All known uges_ .. ... 0.0 100, 0 100, 0 160. 0 ' 100.0 ; 100. 0 100.0 160. 0 100. 0 100.0 \ 100.0 100.0 1N, & 100.0
10t0 14 years. .oo.eo ... 6.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.8 0.3 0.4 3. 03 0z] 0l 0.1 L7 1.3
15 t0 1) yeurs. 9.8 7.5 84 ali o 4R .2 10.2 | 81 81 4.7 5.0 2.1 17.0 ¢ 16. 3
20 to 24 years_ ... 18.7 17.8 16. 7 1331 18.7 i 182 20, 4 | 20,2 ! 143 12,64 1L 4 7.0 2.9 4.5
25 to 20 years. . . 16,1} 16,2 151 14. 48 16.3 16. 8 7.0 17.8 ¢ 14.2 151 121, 1.8~ 21.2 i 221
40 to 34 years. . .. 11 1471 13. 4 15.6 | 140 | 6.5 134 6.7, 148 .6 12.0 144 IL4 | L5
35 to 39 years. 1.9 1.6 | 127 . 1.6 ; 124 149 1L 6 ! 1.2 14.3 18,3 | 135 16. 6 YA 5.9
40 to 44 years. ; 0.8 10.8 ¢ 0.8 12.6 10,01 1008 9.4 9,0 2.1 15.2 | 12.8 ¢ 15.0 44! 3.7
45 to 40 years. o 7.2 7.2 80 | 85! 7.5 6.9 6.7 | 6.0 9.4 84| 9.9 10.7 2.7 2.3
50 t0 59 Yours . o Ry 7.4 * 97| 8.0 81 62 7.6 6. 9.7 | RO 141 124 27 | LA
60 to 69 years...... I E 15 4.0 43 27 1.8 2.8 | L9 2,61 L9 7.5 7.6 L0 0.3
70 years and over.......... | 0.7 10 b 0.8 | L2 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.3, 03! 0. 4 5 18 2.3 0.3] 0.3

: ! / ! i S R ‘ ‘ -
! MATOR OFFENDERS.
g ’ T 1 i ] T ! o

Allknown ages..._ .| 100.0 100.0 00.0] 1000} 1000} 1000[ 1000, 100.0  100.0 % 00,01 100,00 1000 100.0
00 14 Years. ., ..., ? 0.9 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.41 0.8 () et eenans Ty L3
15 to 19 years. : 148 21 15,6 | 12. 4 i 14.6 9.7 17.2 %) 12.2 19.9 ¢ 22.2
20to 24 years. 27.1 M7 28. 4 23,8 ¢ 20.0 [ 25,2 . 25,6 i3 22.2 ¢ 32.4 36,0
25 to 29 years. 19.0 | 17.5 15,1 186 [ 16. 4 | 19, 4 . 186 (3 18.6 2L.2 | 19.8
30 to 34 years. 12.4 1.3 . 2.7 12,0 3 123! 12,9 14.8 (%) ! 13.7 9.7 11,4
35 to 39 years. 4.5 129 1| 89| 13.3 i 86| 4.2 9.5 (%) 1L 7 [ 3.7
40 10 44 Years. 6.2 &5 ) 581 8.1 |l 58] T4 67 (3 7.9 35| 2.2
45 to 49 years. 4.3 | 5.7‘] 4.0 4,81 4.2 52 4.4 (3 8.3 2.0 1.4
30 to 59 years. 4.4 3.4) a8 is i 4.0 | 4.2 35 (8} .4 2.1 0.9
60 to 69 years. 131 L1 L2 [ 0.9 1 L3l 1.0 0.8 3 La! 0.8 0.6
70 years and o i n.:;i 0.2 0.% 0.2 0.3% o3 0.1 ooiiieees 0.4 0.2 ...

| | ] | i i
1
| MINOR OFFENDERS.

i [ T g ! T : i ‘ :

Allknown ages......| 100.0| 10007 10000 1000 W00} 100.0 io100.0 00,0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 1 1000 1000
Mtoldyears.......... sl 0.4 0.3 0. 4 0.3 0.2 0.2 i 0.1 (1) : L7 13
latol9years....... ... 6.6 7.2 91 7. LN 4.0 3.0 LG 15.1 ‘ 14.9
20 to 24 years. 1, 7 14.6 Ra. 107 . 125 11.9 a7 (18] 8.3 | 442
25 to 20 years. 16.0 14. 4 16.4 17.6 135 15. ;’ L1 1L7 213§ 226
30 tn 34 Years 140 135 127 | 1 150 ol L7 4.3 12.5 | 115
35 to 39 year 140 13 4 2.4 13.1; 15,1 18.7 1 138 16, 8 8.4 6. 4
40 to 44 year: 11 1L 7| 10.3 9.2 12.9 12.3 |+ 1845 152 4.9 ] 4.1
45 to 49 year i 7. 88, 73 6.1 10.2 ¢ 9.1 10.6 10.8 | a1 2.8
a0 to 59 vears. . 7. 10. 8 § R | 6.7 10.7 G310 13. 3 12.7 31 2.1
6} to 69 vears. . . 3.7 0 4.5 321 20 2.9 2.0 8.3 7.8 L2 0.3
TOyearsand over ... ‘ L1 0.9 ; | 0.5 E 0.3 0.4 0.5 | 20! 2.4 | 0.3 0.3

i i i i ' : : 5

1 Ineludes nativity unknown,
2 Includes mixed parentage and parentage unknown.

A comparison of the figures for the male major
offenders with those for the female shows that among
the whites the males were the younger, while among the
colored they were the older. For example, among the
whites 61.1 per cent of the males and 54.8 per cent of
the females were under 30 years of age, while among
the colored the corresponding percentages were 75.3 |
for males and 79.3 for females. Each class of whites |
for which the figures are significant show this greater
youthfulness of the males, but it is most noticeable
among the native whites of native parentage. Of the
males of this class, 63.4 per cent were under 30 years

of age, as compared with only 54.6 per cent of the
females, Both the male and the female negro major |
offenders were, however, younger than either the male !
or the female white major offenders of any class. 1

3 Per cent not shown where hase is less than 100,
4 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

Among the minor offenders 36.5 per cent of the
white males and 31.9 per cent of the white females
were under 30 years of age. The percentages of males
were notably larger in the age period 50 to 59 years,
while those of females were more conspicuous in the
age periods 30 to 44 years. The colored male and female
minor offenders, on the other hand, had, respectively,
66.3 and 73 per cent who at the time of commitment
were under 30 vears of age. In explanation of the
immature age at which negro minor offenders are com-
mitted it is said that the lesser crimes for which most
negroes receive a prison sentence are offenses against
property, such as petit larceny. The great majority of
the minor white offenders are imprisoned for drunken-
ness, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy—violations of
law that are usually committed by.the mofe mature,
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Among the foreign born white minor offenders a
larger percentage of the males than of the females were
under 30 years of age, while among the native white
the percentage under 30 was about the same for the
two sexes. In the case of the native whites of native
parentage, however, the males were slightly older than
the females, but the reverse was true of the native
whites of foreign parentage.

No less than 37.1 per cent of the white male minor |

Tapre XXXI.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION,
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offenders of foreign parentage were 40 vears of age or
over, us compared withi 20.8 per cent of the male whites
of native parentauo The corresponding pereentages
for females were 33.2 for native whites of foreign par-
entage and 24.3 for those of native parentage.

Age and class of offenses.—Table xxx1 deals with
the per cent dlatl‘lbull()ll, by age, of major and minor
offenders of known age committed during 1904, ¢lassi-
fied by class of offenses and b\' sex,

BY AGE, OF MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS OI' KNOWYXN AGE

COMMITTED DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED BY (LASS OF OFFENSES AND SEX

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PREISONERS OF KNOWN AGE 1 OMMITTED DURING 194,
g —
] Offenses,
AGE Aggregate. | B
o ‘\;,mmt public . . e !
Agumst chustity. policy. [ Against the person, Aguinst property. i All atherd
i i
§ ; M ] ; : i { ;i
i Fe- 1’ , . Fe- || m L Fe- . | | Fe- i ¢ Fe- i i [
Total.| Male. 1 malv Jl ’I‘ntul Mal(. mule. Total.y Male, miale, | Total, ‘ Male. ! male. l& Total.!i: Male. \ male. t‘r I‘ntuL Male, * Male.
! i i i i i i
MAJOR OFFENDERS.
i ‘ i ; ; ! i H i | i i -
Allknown ages._...... 100.0 1} 100.0 ' 100.0 Ei 100.0 5 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 || 100.0 | (=) | 100.0  100.0 ' 100.0 ;| 100.0 ‘j 1006 | 100.0 ‘ 100.0 - 10.0 } (%
1010 14 YeATS. . cenneennnn.. T 0.7 0.9 0.1 0.1]....... (z; Gy eeee-.. D04l 04 040 1.0 10 LB 11 1L2).......
l6to 10 years. . _........._.. 164 || 16,4 16.8 591 52| 82 €30 (@ || 13210 18.1: 4.4 100 19.7] 2535 95 95| &)
20 to 24 years................ 28.7 | 28.71 30.04 19.8; 180 25.1 189 1897 () | 20.2{ 201 326 30.55 30.4| 33.0: 2527 245! 1y
2510 20 FOATS.. v mueerrannne 19.6 1 10.7( 186§ 209 207 2.54 1571 157| (9 222 | 223 20.1 | 188 IK9| 164 2053 25| (5
3010 34 YeATs. .o ... ...-.. 1L9 || 1.9 124 [ 17.2 § 17.1| 17.6 | 153 15.5| ( ‘ L6 [ 161 H.0° 1127 1L2| 10.7) 1565 18.2|.......
356039 years.. o.eeiaaoios 8.6 8.6 8.6 13.8{ 140! 1291 135 134} (® | 87| &7 76! 751 76| &7 7.3 T |nennn.
1010 44 YOATS . .ooirireraannn 5.4 54| 5.6 8.1 85 6.8] 104 10.4] (9 581 57| 80, 43 44| a2 69 71"
ihto4D years._.............. 3.6 3.61 39 6.5 7.1] 4.7 7.4 7.21 (9 397 38| 30l 281 =g 22| a3 L7y
5010 59 YCRTB. . oo ieeeaaaan, 3.5 3.7{ 2.3 a9 68| 82| 7.8 780 () | 850 36 C230 29 40| 08 46 47 ...
B0tO B9 Fenrs. ... o.oooeeens. L1 1.1 0.9 Lol 21 ]....... 2.6 254 (®» | L1y LI| 08° @9 00 08, L1: la| ...
70 yearsand over............ 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.3....... 0.4 0.4 ... .. \ 0.3 0.3 ... 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.8 08.....
MINOR OFFENDERS,
| ! I ] { ! : :
All known ages. .......| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 || 100.0 || 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 ;| 100.0 ‘ 100.0 | 100.0 l 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 : 100.0 /| 100.0 : 100.0
100 14 FERIS. .eveunneennnnn 0.4/ 04 04| 02| o1| o3 02| 02| 02! 05] 05| 13| 1.5 L5, L6 |04 0.5,
15t0 19 ¥ears.....oeeeenenn. 80! 821 6.6 7.6 30| 1.8 57| 58| 4.4 845 83| 128 16.9| 169 16.3| 109 10,9 108
20t0 24 years. .. .oooo.eoonn.. 16,37 1620 1871 220 169| 27.9| 133| 32| 138[ 227 22.8| .6 249 247 9W5| 2.8 2.0 200
2510 20 YeATS . s eaneennaaoans 153 1| 1521 16.04 182 172 10.4( 13.9 13.8) 14.9] 20.9| 20.6| 2.1 180! 17.0] 19.1{ 20,0} 19.8' 225
30t034Years. . .iaerreaannn 1361 13.4] 1491 152} 149 154 13.6/ 134 152) 147 147| 147 | 129 13.0) 1.9 144 44| 133
35t030 years. ... ........o.. 120 1281 140 1.1\ 1.8} 10.3| 141 13.9| 152 10.& | 10.7| 1.4} 9.5 65| a7 10.1‘ 0.1 10,0
40 to 44 Fears. ... .oceeoioann. 10.9 | 10.9| 11.3 9.0 0.5 73§ 124] 123| 12.7] 88 89| 7.5 62| &3] 44{ 8BE] 87| W0
45to 49 years.........coane 8.0 8.1 7.5 6.6 9.2 8.7 9.3 94 871 6.6 a.6 5.3 4110 41 3.4) &5 5.7‘ 3.3
50 £0 59 YeATS. . wureeaennann 9.7 9.9 7.9 6.7 0.8 3.1 1L6| 19| 9.2 5.5 a5 45l 43| 4837 40§ Al 57| 647
60 to 69 years.. . ............ 41| 4.1 3.7 3.1 50| 08 50| 51| 48] L7 L8I 0.5 14 L4) o084 20| 21 W
70 years and over............ 0.9 0.8 1.1 | 0.4 0.71...... L1 1 1.3} 03 0.31....... 0.3 0.2} 03, 049 03 L7

1 Inecludes unclassified, not stated, and double crimes.

Relatively the largest number of youthful prisoners
was found among those who had committed erimes
against property. The following tabular statement
shows the percentage of prisoners under 30 years of
age in each crime class:

‘, PER CENT UNDER
I 30 YEARS OF AGE
; AMONG—
CLASS OF OFFENSES, e
{ Major Minor
,oﬁenders. offenders.
|
1

Against ehagtity ..o oo e 46,7 1 ’: 48.0
&gamst public policy .. 427 : 33.1
Againstthe person..........o..oiiiimiania.. 85.0 ; 52.6
Against property ... 70.2 ] 61.3

2 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,

3 Less than ane-tenth of 1 per cent.

The percentage of prisoners between 30 and 44 years
of age, in each crime class, is given in the next tabu-
lar statement:

PER CENT 30 TO 44
TEARS OF AGE
AMONG—

| Major Minor

|
!
|

CLASS OF OFFENSES. i
i
i
(oﬁvnderb offenders.
:
|

Againstehastity. . .o i i reraaaes 401
Against public policy.. 30,2
Against the person.. 4.1
Against property n.0

In each of the age periods above 44 years the per-
centages for the several classes of offenses rank in the
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same order as for the period 30 to 44 yewrs, as shown
in the last tabular statement. In summarizing the
analysis, therefore, it may be said that among both
mujor and minor eriminals the offenders against prop-
erty constituted the most youthful elass; and the offend-
ers against public policy the most mature.

If the figures for each sex are considered separately,
it will be noted that prisoners under 30 vears of age
formed the following percentages of the totals in each
crime class:

PER CENT UNDER 34 YEARS OF AGE
AMONG—

CLASS OF OFFENSES. Minor offenders,

Major offenders.

Female. i Male.  Female.

Male.
Against chastity.................. ... 44.0 54K 38,1
Against public polic .. B 414,
Against the person........... 64.9 !
Against property............. 0.4

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,

That the female offenders against chastity should,
on the whole, be more youthful than the male is not
surprising. The reason for the larger percentages of
young female offenders against the person and against
property, however, is less apparent unless it should be
connected with the earlier maturity of the female sex.

Among the major offenders of either sex the largest
percentage in any single age period is almost invaria-
bly found in that of 20 to 24 years, the only excep-
tion being shown by the figures for males convicted of
offenses against chastity. Among male minor criminals
the largest percentages of those who offended against
chastity and public policy occur in the age period 25
to 29 years, but of those in the other crime groups the
largest percentages occur in the age period 20 to 24
years. Among female minor offenders the largest per-
centage of offenders against chastity and against prop-
erty are in the age period 20 to 24 years; but of the
offenders against public policy and against the person
the percentages are largest in the age period 25 to 29
years.

PRISONIERS.

! Marital condition.—In Table xxxir is shown the per
~cent distribution, by marital condition, of prisoners
committed during 1904, classified as major and minor
offenders, and by sex, color, race, nativity, and par-
entage. The absolute numbers are given in Table 36,
page 194

In regard to 7,910 prisoners, or 5.3 per cent of the
| total number, the marital condition was not stated.
In the aggregate the proportion of single prisoners was
more than twice as large as that of the married, and
this was true also for each element of the population
except the foreign born and the Indians.

If the Indians and those of unknown nativity are
left out of eonsideration, the lowest percentage of sin-
gle persons (56.9) will be found among the foreign born
white, and the highest (71.9) among the native white of
foreign parentage. Of the foreign born white prison-
ers, 7 per cent were widowed, as against 3.8 per cent of
the native white. Among the negro prisoners the pro-
portions both of widowed and divorced were smaller
than among the white. In each element of population
the divorced prisoners constituted less than 1 per cent
of the whole number.

An inspection of the statistics relating to the mari-
tal condition of each sex shows that while in the aggre-
gate 66.3 per cent of the male prisoners were single
this was true of only 39.1 per cent of the female pris-
pners. Among the white male prisoners of known
nativity the highest percentage of single persons was
shown for those of foreign parentage, namely, 75.1.
If the native white of unknown parentage and the
Indians be excluded from the consideration, the for-
eign born white males will be found to have the lowest
proportion of single persons—61.1 per cent.

Among the negro female prisoners the single greatly
outnumbered the married, but among the white fe-
male prisoners the reverse is true for every group ex-
' cept that of unknown parentage. Among the white
- female prisoners the native of foreign parentage show
| the highest percentage (55.3) of married persons.
. The proportion of widowed was highest (16.9 per cent)
| among the foreign born white females.
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TA?‘LE ?;)I(E};IL—PER CENT D}STI{II%U'l‘I(?N, BY MARITAL CONDITION, OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904
'LASSIFIED AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS, AND BY SEX. COLOR, RACE, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE. y

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISUNERES COMMITTED DURING 144,

|
. White. Colbared.
SEX. AND MARITAL anmTI()N.l o .. N ; i
| Aggre- - Nutive. : ! i \
gate. R H H i
: Total. | i 7 | Foreign  Sativity ! iy -
| otal " || Nutive I"ureignl‘ Mixed l Purent- | }I‘:II:‘r;f“ e Tutal, || Negro. | Ml‘::l)y%m ¢ Indian.
z‘ otal. | parent- | parent- | parent- | age un- | known. : ] !
: pooage age. | agel | known. | | | |
! ! . ] i i
TOTALL
Both sexes: | ‘ i :
Allelusses..ooooooononoe. | 00,0 166.0 1 100.0 0 100.0 W00 1000 W00 1000 0600 1m0 1.0 o, 1Ko
SINEIe. o eeeannns 63.9 4.2 68.7 w7, 0 Ly | T - o = i :

63 64,2 8.7 | .4 L 9. 5.0 5.4 2 625 ) GLK A8 47
2’%‘?&’0‘3‘&1 Jgi .’Z,:g 2.5 2.6 22.1 24.3 17.2 Bk 31 73 2 5.5 0.4
Nidowed... 4l Lo 33 3.._ 3 :. 3514 5 0! 0.4 1.8 2.5

d.. . 0.8 L € 3 A 3 . . 5 0.1, .3
Unknown....o......... 5. 45" 54 31 0.9 oK 19 Ty T 3
Males— | !
. i !
Alleclasses...._........}  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 w0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

SIngle....Teeernne.. £i6.3 70.8 .7 751 6 5 1 o 5 g ”

e f . . . 9,¢ 5.8 HL1T 2 63,4 ) N 5

Marricd 242 27 2.2 13.4 %0 “ 63| 0.0 A IR I B i

idowed......... 3. 3.4 .1 4.5 0.8 5.5 0.3 L6 .6 2,

%;1\ lggc‘mm; ......... gg 6.6 0.7 0.5 0.6 | 0.1 04 0.1 | 03 (lth' ...... ﬂd u,g

.......... 3 ‘ 3.z 3.1 0.9 1.2 2.0 2.0 74,2 7.9 7.9 2.2 87
Females— l
All classes. . 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 |
.0 .0 . . 0| 100.0 100.0 @ ] 1000
Single... 39.1 34.2 . 39,2 42,6 32,9 39.6 1 428 8 ‘ 5.7
€ ) .2 39,2 8 32.2 34, 3 .0 (2 56

Married............ 4.2 50.2 | 48.1 44.8 55.3 50.8 ! 35.8 53.5 (SO :51).53

Widowed.......... 10.5 12.4 9.1 9.1 10. 4 7.7 1.7 16.9 () 3.4

Divorced 1 o Lol L2 14 13 07 04 08 L..... 0.5

Unkmown 3.3 2.1} 24 2,2 0.9 13 19.2 os T E T 7.6

§ | i .

MAJOR OFFENDERS.,
- -
Both sexes: h : : ‘ | |

AL Classes. . rurereenaneas 1000 f  100.0 | 100.0 1 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 0.0 100.00 (2 100.0 | 100.0 e 0.0
Single...... s 64.8 65.8 66.4 1) i3, 71,4 30 ; i 9.8 | 7
A oy g g8 A A 1 R v B o .1
! 24.5 97.9 35 32.6 23] @ 45. 4
Widowed. ... oeeeenes 2.7 2.9 2.9 2.7 3.4 3.0 1.8 3.2 ... 2.2 2.2 . 3.1
]t)IIngced .............. 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0 0.5 0.% 0.5 0.5 .o 0.5 0.5 . -
OWNoo oo 1.3 1.0 0.9 1.0 0.3 0.5 7.4 0.5 & 1.9 2.0 18

ales— 3

All C1888eS. . vennennnn.s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0° 100.0

" SIngle....iiavaeans 65.7 86,9 67.5 | 64.6 74.9 72,4 63.6 55.3 &) 63.0

Married. . 2.8 2.5 28.0 30,9 21.0 2.3 26.7 06| © 326 o3

Widowed . _. 2.6 2.9 2.8 2.6 3.3 31| « L9 3.1 2.1 2.1

]tDIlv]gé'ced, .. 0.7 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.5 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4

nknown.......... 12 0.9 0.9 6.8 0.3 0.5 7.2 0.5 Lo 1.9
Females—. H "
Allclasses. .._......... {100.0 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 2 ® # 160.0 100.0 | 100.0

Single. : 44.5 3L.0 29.4 26. 6 5.

Married. . 6.9 59. 6 60.5 B2 81 i 3

Widowed . 11 5.2 5.2 6.1 5.4 2.9 2.9

Divorced 13 1.1 1.3 16 0.7 15 L5

Unknown 3.2 3.1 370 45 0.7 3.3 3.3

: ! !

Both sexes: . [ é‘ l,: : j
AL CIASSeS. o vonmerarenenns .0l 100.0 1000} 1000 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 100.0 100.0

SIngle. . ...umeceeeecnns ®.7 || 6839 6.2 6.0 71.6 .5 C 859 22.3 62.3 2 75. 6

Married... D1 osEa|l w3l o=y =i 3 3, sl 23 By B8 REl e
Widowed. 4.5 | 4.9 20| 2.9 47 41 0.8 7.5 0.4 1.8 4 1.6 0.8 2.4
Divoreed. 051 .05 0.6 | 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.3 | 0.3 foerrinnnnn 0.2
Unknown.......-...- 6.2 i 5.5 3.9 | 3.6 1.0 1.5 242 2.1 744 w2l 1.3 3.1 10.2
Mmf\.su— ClASSES . o.nruaneenen w0l 1000 100.0 % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0

SInglen . oeeenenes 86.5 | 66.9 715 7.0 75.1 72.6 5.5 60.5 vy 63.4 63.7 58 2.5

Married. ... . 28| 2.7 3| ou3 10.2 9.6 15. 4 31.0 2.5 2.4 23.0 203 | 357

Widowed .. 3.7 1 41 3.5 ! 3.5 42 3.7 0.7 5.8 0.3 1.3 1.3 0.8 L7

Divoreed. ... 0.5 | 0.5 0.5 || 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.3 0.8 ceuen...- 0.2

Unknown.......... G5 5.8 41 3.7 1.0 1.5 244 2.3 746 el 17 3.1 1.0

Females— : i !
All classes. . coevnrnnns 1000 1000 10005 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 = 100.0 !
gee, o 0l wr B0 #1 B3 % &p 51 5 0 &%
arried... 6.1 1! 5 71| 3.1 . . 34 . (2) 3L6

Widowed .. 1! 12.9 0.4 6.4 10.6 8.5 | 1.9 17.8 o] 3.6

Divorced. . 0.9 1.0 12 1.3 1.3 0.7 0.5 [ U .3 |

Unknown......-.-- 3.3 a1 2.3 1.9 0.9 1.2 20.1 0.5 [ 8.6

1 Having one parent native and the other foreign, or one parent unknown and the other either native or foreign.
= Per cent not shown where hase is less than 100.



g ten i =

56 PRISONERS.

Murital condition and class of offenses.—Table xxxi111
is designed to throw some light on the relation of mari-
tal condition to the various crime groups.

Tasre XXX —Der cent distribution, by maerital condition, of |

major and ininor offenders comemitted during 1904, classified by class
of uffenses.

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS COM-
MITTAED DURING 1904 FOR OFFENSES—

MARITAL CONDITION, i ) o i' ’
: \gumac Aguiust :
i : it | :
‘..l\ngm-st public | the per- | Against | l}” !
chastity. poliey. SO0 property.. other.

MAJOR OFFENDERS.

[
]
i
|
b

Allclagses. ... ... .. 100.0

100,00 0.0 100.0|  100.0
Single @4 g5 M5 TLO 62.6
Murried . 541 305 3.6 249 2.4 |
Widowed L el e 3.0 l 2.5 3.0
Divorced . L7y Qv._J i 0.7 0.6 1.1
Unknown.. 3.8 ‘ 2.5 1.1 E LO 3.8
|
MINOR GFFENDERS.,
: i <
All classes 100.0 |  100.0| 100.0¢ 100.0|  100.
Single_ ... ..oiieoon.. 5.5 643 50.5 67.8 | 57.
Married. S WS VI S B X 2061 0.
Widowed 8.3 { 5.3 1.4 2.0 1.
‘I:)Ig;)med._ . 1.3} Q..} 0.4 0.5 0. 4
LOWI. . coeeriananannns 5.8 | 3.5 7.8 7.0 ( 21.3

1Includes unclassified, not stated, and double erimes.

As the majority of the persons committed for major
offenses against chastity had been guilty of adultery
and bigamy (771 out of 1,167), it follows that in this

_erime group the proportion of single persons should be
smaller than that of the married. Among the minor |
offenders against chastity the percentages in regard |

to marital condition are reversed, the proportion of
single persons being much the larger. Of the other
major offenders, those against public policy had the
lowest percentage of single persons (54.5), and those
against property the highest (71). Among the minor
offenders those committed for offenses against prop-
erty also show the highest percentage of single per-
sons, while the lowest is shown for prisoners commltted
for offenses against the person.

Literacy.—The question of the relation of ignorance
to crime is usually given great weight. Unfortunately
statistics in regard to the degree of education received

by criminals are usually based solely upon their ability

to read and write. While this ability is not without
significance, it furnishes an imperfect test of how far
a person’s criminal tendencies result from ignorance.
The bare ability to read and write does not necessarily

imply a superior knowledge of right and wrong. In
the present investigation the test of the degree of !

education acquired by prisoners could only be applied
to their ability to read and write; and it may be
assumed that many passed muster as literate whose
capacity for reading and writing was of the most
rudimentary character.

Table xxx1v gives, for main geographic divisions,
the per cent distribution, by literacy, of the prisoners
. committed during 1904, classified as major and minor
. offenders.
| TanLg XXXIV.—Per cent distribution. by literaey, of prisoners com-
| mitted duving 1904, classified as major and minor offenders. for main
‘S geographic divisions.

[p— S

i
j PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF PRISONERS
f i COMMITTED DURING 1904,
i
I
1

LITERACY. North South North South W,

| Conti-

shontl T T U Cen- Cen. Vyest-
! ’#,;;L:; lantic ! lantic  tral  tral d‘?r,‘.l
Stages.  Wivi- | divie  divi-  sivi- ‘i'”'
5 .osiun | sion,  sion, © osion, o S1OB.
i I R
TUTAL.

AllClasses. .. .ooeeacianannns 100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 ( 100.0 100.0
B SN BL0 M4 5u4 ST | sy 833
I Iiliterate 12.6 ¢+ 10,3 &' h 6.9 1 34.6 9.8
: Can read but not write_........ L1 0.9 1.0, 3.8 0.6

Can neither read nor write..... Bbob 9.5 .30 9 |5 i 30.8 | 9.1
Literacy not stated................ ' B0 L3 7.9 T4 8.5 ‘; 7.1
i | I N
| i MAJUR OFFENDERS.
i Allclasses. o...eeneeenonene. 100.0  100.0 100.0 ' 100.0 - 100.0 1 100.0
| Literate.......... 787 860 63.6| 8.2  55.2{ 80.0
¢ IMiterate......... 19.9 . 138.3 38371 10.1: 411 10.9
Can read but not wr ' L9 1.3 L6 | 1.3° 4.9 0.6
Can neither read nor write.....! 18.0 12,0 32.11 8.8 30.3 10.3
Literacy not stated. ........._..... ! 1.4 0.6 2.7 0.7 3.7 0.1
|
J i MINOR OFFENDERS.
| \ R ‘
i AN CIABSe8. .. eereeecaann. © 100.0 | 100.0 * 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
[ O U | 8e.0) 8.7 57.2; 84.9| 8.5, B8LO
TIHerate. .. eeeerenessnananannna. I 10.9 9.9 321, 6.1 28.5 0.3
Can read but not write......... ] 1.0} 08° 1.8 J 1.0: 2.8 0.8
Can neither read nor write..... | w0l 91 303 51! 256 8.8
Literacy not stated................ ? 50| 1.3 10.8 l 9.0 . 13.0 8.8
| ! ; i

The proportion of prisoners who were literate was
smallest in the South Central states (56.9 per cent),
and only slightly larger in the South Atlantic states
(59.4 per. cent). In these two divisions the majority
of the prisoners were negroes, who, as a race, are very
illiterate.” In the North Atlantlc division’ 88.4 per
cent of the prisoners, or about 7 in every 8, were
literate, this proportion being the largest shown for
any of 'the divisions. In the North Central division
85.7 per cent were reported as being able to read and
write, and in the Western division 83.3 per cent. It
should be noted, however, that while the North Atlantic
division shows a higher percentage of literate prisoners
than either of these divisions it also shows a higher
percentage of prisoners who are illiterate. This seem-~
ing inconsistency is to be explained by the fact that
the percentage of ‘‘not stated’ cases is small for the
North Atlantic states and rather higher for the other
divisions. It is probable that the presence of large
numbers of Indians and Mongolians in the prisons of
the Western states helped to diminish the percentage
of literates in that division.

For continental United States the percentage of
literate prisoners was smaller among the major than

. among the minor offenders. The same fact appears *
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true of the North Atlantic and South Central divisions, The per cent distribution, by literacy, of prisoners
but in the remaining divisions the proportion of prison- | committed during 1904, classified us xm‘xjnr and minor
ers who were literate was larger among the major than = offenders, and by sex, color, race, nativity, and par-
among the minor offenders. entage, is shown in Table XXXV. ‘

Taprr XXXV.—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY LITERACY, OF PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED
AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS AND BY SEX, COLOR. RACE. NATIVITY. AND PARENTAGE,

White. Colared.

SEX AND LITERACY. ‘ R T p e e e
Aggre- Nutive. |
bogate., & [— S — — S i :
;i o T Bped Nativity
i Y oMatal, | | ' Foreign R o Man- -
j, Total. Il Native | Foreign = Mixed : Iarent- b un- - Tatsl; Negro. ":l;fl‘i[:“ Ly i
i m it i knuwn golian. ¢ diyn.
. i Total, i parent- - parent- pem'nll— ; z}:ge un- . : : {
i \] age. | oage. | ouge. SNOWH. | : ' '
- . ! _ : |
TOTAL.
Both sexes; | ; I 1 i : T T e =

ALl ClaSSeS. _.oiiiirennerar et 1 100.0 1§ 100.0 § 100.0 100. 0 000 100.0 100.0 1 1600 MO0 MO0 0 00,0 100043

LUEate. . oovooonscneee e =N M3 Y 8, Teal om0 @y i 621 2.4
N - L6 ) 3 3 3 3.6 2, 20.3 | 1.4 32.3 3. al.
Can read hut not write. . P11y 08 L 7 0.8 okl us Ly 03 S et T
Can neither read nor wri P 7.9 i 7 4.1 2,8 1.9 .01 Lo 207 28.7 50.7
M 1Literacy not stated......... - 4.3 3.0 7 2.0 0.7 23.2 L7 624 6.5 6.5 37
ales-— ; : ; i .
Allclasses. c.ooeuienaiaiia : 100.0 1 100.0 l 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 1600.0
Literate 8.3 8.6 ‘ 0 9.2 9.8 748 8.4 3.0\ W8 6.7 L5 422
iterate............ . . .3 | ; 3 .5 2, .7 W50 32 3L9 1 N
Can rend but mof write....o. L1y 0.8l 07] 08 5. 0B 0.5 L1l 5. 26 28 g
Can neither read nor write...| 11.1 7.5 ] (Il 4.1 L1 2.7 2,0 18. 6 1.0 \ 30.3 29.3 30.
Femal Literacy not stated.._........... 4.5 4.1 ; 2.0 LT 0.7 23,0 1.8 62. 6 6.4 .4
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Tliterate. ... ..ceneennn. . 16.7 13.5 5.7 | 5.3 7.5 4.0 0.9 240 2 28.0 7.4
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i i ; '
MAJOR OFFENDERS.
Both sexes: i 1 [ | i
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Literate.......coviennrvinainnancnnns 78.7 % 871.6 91.5 920.2 | 94.5 1 95.3 ¢ 86.8 73.8 (% 3.3 .8 () 50.3
Iliterate. ..o occonrenn.. weesl 190900 1L7 7.9 9.1 53 4.7 7.9 25.7 {2 37.7 3.3 . (% 48.5

Can read but not write........... 1.9 | 1.3 1.3 1.5 0.7 1.0 0.8 1.5 (% 3.2 3.3 ... 1.2
Can neither read nor write.. ... 18.0:{ 10.4 6.6 7.6 4.6 3.7 7.1 24.2 (22 4.5 340 = 47.2
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68— ] . : ! | i
AllclaBses. . ooeuiieorirrnnmneanaeans 100.0 ' 100.0 100.0 ; 100 0 ¢ 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 ® 100.0 100.0 (3 100.0
Literate. .. cueeeemie e 78.8 ¢ 87.71 9.6 %.2 94.7 95. 4 i 86.9 73.8 (2 58.8 50,2 (% 8.3
Illiterate. .. .. 19.8 1L7 0 7.8¢ 9.0 5.1 4.6 83 25.7 % 38.2 3.8 (25 8|5
Can read b ite. 1.9 1.3 1 1.2, 1.5 0.6 1.0 . 0.81 1.4 {2 3.2 3.2 ... 12
Can neither read nor wr 18.0 104§ 6.6 7.6 4.5 3.6 7.8 24.3 (2 35.0 461 (B 47.2
Pemal Literacy not stated.............. 1.4 0.7 . 0.6 ‘ 0.71 4024 ; 4.8 0.5 (2 3.0 X | I 1.2
‘emales— ‘ i : ' ! ;
ATL CIABSES. - ven oo ecaeeee s 100.0 | 100.0] 100.0 1000, & & & | w.o] @ 100.0 /1
LAEOEALO. . o eeeeemeerenennsnnenens 75.9° 844| 883, 8.8 72.3 66.2
Tlliterate 21.9: 141 10.4 ¢ 11.2 26.4 30.7
Can read but not write..... 3.4 281 24 2.9 41 4.2
Can neither read nor write...: 1857 1131 80 8.3 22.3 26.5
Literacy not stated.............. o2z 1.5 J 1.3, 1.0 1.4 31,
Both sexes: i ' i . } ! .

Al CIRSEeS. v ee e e 100.0 1} '100.0 “ 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 1X.0 ! .ol 100.0 | 100.0 ;; 100.0 ©O100.0
LALeTATe . ooeiriamieraearasenans 840/ B87.31 3.3 93.9 | 956 o0, 73.2; T86| 855 623 0.1
THiLerate. oo eeeeeeneeon 10.9 821 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.2 2.0 19.5 | L3 293, 52.8

Can read but not write 1.0 0.81 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.5 1.2 g.44 23 L1
Can neither read nor write.......] 10.0 7.4 3.1 3.2 3.1 2.6 ‘1.4 ; 183 0.9 2.0, a7
Literacy not stated. .. ......o....... 5.0 45 31 2.3 0.7 0.9 24.8 | 18 63.2: 84 i1

Males— ! ! | ; ! I

AN ClaSSeS . ooiieoicirneaaaeaas 100.0 I} 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 . 100.0, 100D 100.0, 100.6; 100.0 i‘ 100.0 100.0
Literate...coveuoeceiiininuannnn 84. 4 87.6 93.3 93.9 . 95.9 | 95.9 73.4 ! 71 35.7 1 6.9 39.5
INliterate L X 10. 4 7.7 i‘ 3.5 3.8 3.4 .31 : 2.0 | 18.8 ’ 1.3 “ 20.6 a3.1

Can read but not write. .. 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5, 0.7 | 0.5 L1 0.4 ﬂ 2, 1.2
Can neither read nor write... 9.5 7.0 | 2.9 3.2 2.8 2.4 L5 1:7.: H 0.9 t . 51.9
- . Literacy not stated.............. 5.2 4.7 3.2 2.3 0.7 i 0.9 . 24.8 20 63.0 | 84 7.4
emales— |
Al ClasSes. .o euearmeeceiaaeinnanna 100. 0 100.0 1" 100.0 100.0 100.0 ! 100.0 . 100. 0 ‘ 100.0 IS 100. ¢ (%
. i ) i - — P :
Literate. . oeeevaramiarnaa i 80.5 843 922 .1 2.4 9.1 70.3 75.4 2y 6:‘1'.6 G [£3)
Tliterate. .....covurcven.. 16.2 13.5 El 5.3 4.7 7.3 3.6 1.0 23.9 ¢ {2 252 : %)
Can read but not write. 15 1.3) 0.8 0.8 ; 0.9 0.5 8.5 LB o 200 BB e o oo
Can neither read nor w. 147 12.3 i 4.5, 40! 6.4 3.2 ().g | -‘--.9 : (zi 4.7 (;)
Literacy not stated........:- 33y 22, 23 2z, 0.3 1 .24 287 07" @& 8.0 &
i : : L — : I

1 Having one parent native and the other foreign, or one parent unknown and the other either native nr foreign.
2 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.
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An’inspection of Table xxxv shows that 73.1 per

cent of the Mongolian prisoners were illiterate. Tt s
probable, however, that their proficiency in reading
and writing their own language was not taken into
account. Among the negro prisoners 31.4 per cent
were illiterate, as compared with 8.7 per cent among
the white. OF the foreign horn white prisoners, 20.3
per cent were illiterate, as compared with 4.4 per cent
of the native. Tt is interesting to note that the per-
centage of illiteracy among the native white prisoners
of native parentage (4.8) was slightly higher than that
for the native white of foreign parentage (3.9).

In general, the proportion of illiterate persons
among female oftenders was larger than among the
male offenders. The statement is true concerning
each important group of white prisoners., For the
negro prisoners, however, illiteracy was mare [requent
among the men than among the women.

The larger percentage found among the minor than
among the major offenders of prisoners whose condi-

tion relative to literacy was not stated makes close -

comparisons for the two groups of uncertain value.
But there seems on the whole to have heen more illit-
eracy among the major offenders, Of the different
nativity groups, the native white of native parentage
are conspicuous for a considerably larger percentage
of illiterate major offenders than of illiterate minor
offenders.

Table 42, page 200, shows the number of literate and
illiterate prisoners in ecach crime group  Ne broad gen-
eralizations can be drawn from this table, however,
since the figures are the resultant of so many con-
flieting forces. The populaticn elements that enter
into the various erime groups affect the proportion of
illiterntes in each to n marked extent. Negroes, Ital-
inns, and Mexicans, for instance, contributed large
numbers of major offenders ngainst the person; and as
the negroes, and probably the Italians and Mexicans,
contain a large proportion of illiterate persens, it is
natural that in the crime class against the person should
be found a snaller percentage (71) of literate prisoners

than in any other major crinie elass.  Among the major |
offenses ‘“against public policy” is included a number |

of offenses requiring for their execution a rather high
order of intelligence; they are therefore not the kind
that especially tempt the ignorant. For this, among
. other reasons, the major offenders against public policy
show the highest percentage of literate persons (83.3).

Oceupations.—The same classification of oceupations
has been adopted as in the special reports on paupers
in almshouses and on the insane in hospitals, for the
year 1904. The per cent distribution, by occupation
groups, of male prisoners whose previous oceupation
is known, classified as major and minor offendersand by
color, race, nativity, and parentage, is shown in Table
XXXV
are presented in Tables 43 and 44, pages 201 and 207.

Just about one-half (50.1 per cent) of the male
prisoners reporting a gainful occupation were drawn

The statistics for the detailed occupations®

from the laboring and servant class; 23.7 per cent
from those engaged in mamufacturing; and 17.2 per
cent from persons engaged in agriculture, transporta-
tion, and other vutdoor pursuits. In other words, 91
per cent of all the male prisoners whose occupations
prior to commitment could be ascertained were
found in the three occupation groups mentioned.

Of the male negro prisoners, 65.6 per cent, or ahout
2 in every 3, had been engaged as laborers and serv-
ants and 214 per cent in agriculture and related
occupations, 11.6 per cent heing engaged in agricul-
tursl pursuits alone. It is interesting to note that in
1000 only 21.8 per cent of the male negroes gainfully
employed were laborers and servants, while 56.8 per
eent were agricultural laborers and farmers, planters,
and overscers, In other words, the proportion of
laborers andl servants among the male negro prisoners
in 1904 was ahout three times as large as that among
total male negro population gainfully employed in
1900, while the proportion engaged in agricultural
pursuits was only about one-fifth as large. The
marked differences in the proportions are to he
ascribed to the distribution of the population engageu
in these two classes of occupations, one class being
found almost exclusively in cities and the other in
country distriets. Of the native white prisoners,
17.6 per cent had been engaged in agriculture and
other outdoor pursuits and 44.9 per cent in the ocou-
pations of laborers (not agricultural} and servants.
The foreign born white prisoners had been mainly
oceupied as laborers and servants (52.8 per cent) and
in manufacturing and mechanical pursuits (26.2 per
cent), with only 13.2 per cent drawn from agricultural
pursuits and transportation. '

All stated occupation classes, except the three
designated as laboring and servant, manufacturing
and mechanieal industry, and public entertainment,
show larger percentages of major than of minor
offenders. Tt is particularly significant that while of
the major offenders 25.3 per cent had been engaged
in agriculture and allied pursuits this was true only
of 15.1 per cent of the minor offenders, Of the
white major offenders, 23.4 per cent were credited Lo
this oceupation group, as against 14.9 per cent of the
white minor offenders, The discrepancy between
the percentage for negroes is even more striking, with
29.1 per cent of the major offenders drawn from agri-
cultural life and only 16.1 per cent of the minor
offenders, Therefore, so far as statisties of sentenced
prisoners in their relation to previous occupations
ean be relied upon, they indicate clearly that tho
agrienltural population is chiefly represented in
prisons by major offenders. The temptation to
commit petty offenses is much less in the yurel dis-
tricts than in cities, pnd, morcover, the actual number
of suel offenses is undoubtedly smaller in the country.
The prosecution. of minor violations of law is also
probably less vigorous, so far as the agricultural popu-
lation is concerned.
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TapLe XXXVI—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY PREVIOUS OCCUPATION, OF MALE PRISUNERS COMMITTED DURING
1004, CLASSIFIED AS MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS, AND BY COLOR. RACE, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE,

! PER UEXT DISTRIBUTION OF MALE PRIFONERE COMMITTED DUIDNG P03 WHOSE FREVIOUS OUUTPATION 15 KNOWS.
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LITaving one parent native and the other foreign, or one parent unkpown and the nther either ratlve or foreign.
2Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,
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The per cent distribution, by previous occupation, | as major and minor offenders and by color, race,
of female prisoners committed during 1904, classified © nativity, and parentage, is presented in Table xxxvir.
Tarce XXXVIL-PER CENT DISTRIBUTION, BY PREVIOUS OCCUPATION, OF FEMALE PRISONERS COMMITTED

DURING 1904, CLASSIFIED A5 MAJOR AND MINOR OFFENDERS, AND BY COLOR. RACE. NATIVITY. AND
PARENTAGE. '

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION UF FEMALE PRISONERS COMMITTED DURING 1404 WHOSE PREVIOUS OCCUPATION IS KENOWN,

White. Colored.
OCCUPATION, .
“ Aggre- Nutive.
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i TOTAL.
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Musgicians and teachers of music

bl 0l
Teachers in schools.............. 0.1 0,1
Stenographers and typewriters. 0.1 ] 0.2
Bookkeepers, clerks, and copy.sts....... 0.4 0.5
Hotel and hoarding house kecpers. ... 0.1 0.1
Lanndresses. ..o it 4.8 3.6
Nurses and midwives. 0.6 0.4
SErVHNES - oo iinee i enaaenns 7.6 76,0 1]
Artificial lower and paper box mukers - 0.1 0.10
Cigarmakers and tobaceo workers ..., .. 0.2 | 0.3
Mill and factory operatives (textiltes).... 4.7 G4 1]
MIBHNers. .. ..cviiae o amacmnmcaneiien 0.2 0.3
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All other occupagions. ... . c.oaiiiiiiiainn 9.0 | 83 }‘ .
i
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Teachers in schoolg.............. ; - 0.2 . ...... [P |
Stenographers and typewriters. .. - 0.4 | 0.8 .1
Boeokkeepers, clerks, and copyists...... 0.7 ) 16 L9
Hotel and boarding house Keepers..... 0.2 0.5 0.7
Laundresses. ... e.eeeceururraaaraneanaen 71 2.2 2.2
Nursges and midwives 0.7 0.8 0.7
Servants..c.oeeaeinaiaiinn G8. 4 64311 637
Artificial Hower and paper box makers 0.1 0.3 | 0.4
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Hotel and boarding house keepers....... 0.1 0.1 | 0.1 0.
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Artificial flower and paper box makers 0.1 01! 0.1 .. 0,
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Mill and factory operatives (textiles).. 51 6.5 ! 5.7 i 21 1L
B0 51111 T2) o S PP 0.2 ‘ 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.
Dressnakers and seamstresses........... 2.5 a1 4.0 5.6 2
Telegraph and telephone operators...... ® @ i 6 01 i..... ee-
All other occupations., ............ [ 84 7.0 0.4 10.3 | 7.

| i i i

! Having one parent native and the other foreign, or one parent unknown and the other either native or foreign.
2 Per cent not shown where hase ig less than 100,
# Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
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Inspection of Table xxxvir shows four prinecipal
occupation groups among the female prisoners, namely,
servants, laundresses, operatives in mills and factories,
and dressmakers and seamstresses.

Those who previous to incarceration had been occu-
pied as servants comprised 76.6 per cent of all the
female offenders of known previous occupation.
Among the foreign born white and the negro female
prisoners 78.4 and 79.2 per cent, respectively, were
classed as servants and housewives, and among the
native white, 74.3 per cent.

Laundresses formed 4.8 per cent of all the female
prisoners of known occupation, the percentage for the
foreign horn white and for the negro women being
especially prominent.

Operatives in mills and factories constituted 4.7
per cent of all female prisoners. Very few colored
women had been engaged as operatives, but 7.4 per
cent of the foreign born white and 5.6 per cent of the
native white had been thus employed. Only 2.9 per
cent of the female prisoners had been dressmakers and
seamstresses. Of the native white female prisoners
of native parentage, 6.1 per cent had been thus
employed, as against 2.2 per cent of the foreign born
white women. Rach of the other specified occupation
classes contained less than 1 per cent of the female
prisoners. '

The servants were relatively less numerous among
-the major offenders than among the minor, the per-
centages being 68.4 and 77.7. Female mill and factory
operatives formed 2 per cent of the major and 5.1 per
cent of the minor offenders; but dressmakers and
seamstresses furnished 5.5 per cent of the major offend-
ers and only 2.5 per cent of the minor.

It is interesting to note that among the female pris-
oners committed during 1904 more than one-half (52.2
per cent) were reported as having a gainful oecupation,
as compared with less than one-fifth (18.8 per cent)
among the total female population 10 years of age and
overin 1900. These facts would seem to indicate that
female prisoners were largely recruited from the
working classes.

Occupation and class of offenses.—Table xxxvIIr
shows the per cent distribution, by class of offenses,
of male prisoners committed during 1904 whose
previous occupation is known, classified as major and
minor offenders and by occupation.
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I Tasee XXXVIIL~Per cent distribution, by elass of affinses. of

male prisoners comuiited during 1904 whose ovenpation prior to
comaritieent is known, classified as mujor and winor offenders, and
by ovew pation,
| MALE FRISONERS COMMITTEL DURING 14904
| WHOSE OCCUPATION PRIOR TO  COMMIT-
MENT 15 KNOWN! PER CENT CONVICTED C.
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I .
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All neeupations.......... | 1.8 9.1 11.2 1.3
Professional ' 3.4 2.9 11! 1.7
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Laboring and servant...... . 1.7 62,9 10.4 | 2335 1.4
Manufacturing and mechanical I : :

industry ... L7 63.0 ! 9.0 25.3 1.0
Agriculture, transportation, ; : ; ;

and other outdoor........... 1.8 40.2 1 17.0 | 30.7 | 1.4
All other oceupations......... L1 44.3 | 1.1 ; 42.4 1.1

[ —s : !
MAJOR OFFENDERS.
i

All occupations.......... 3.3 8.0 2.7 a1, 0.8
Professional 6.5 | 86 185 65.7 7
Clerical and official. . . 2.4 12,0 0.7 1 3.3 L6
Mercantile and trading. ! 3.7 9.3 2,7 4.3 ¢ 1.0
Public entertainment._..__.... 5.8 13.4 1 30.21 49.7 1.1
Personal service, police, and | : !

mittary ... ..oooooiiiiiiaan 4.5 6.0 20.1 5.3 . 11
Lahoring and servant 2.9 8.4 ! 31.3 56.5 0.8
Manufacturing and me ‘ | ;

industry......... 4.2 7.1 23.0 ¢ 63.0 0.8

| Agriculture, trans i i 1

i and other outdoor, . . 3.0 7.6 3.2 0.6

¢ All other oceupations.......... 1.7 | 6.1 19.8 0.3

] ; !

[ !

| |

i i MINOR OFFENLERS.

— —

k All ocenpations. ... ... ; 1.4 7Le 6.8 | 18.4 1.4

| Professional...... 171 6.9 7.0 2.3

| Clerieal and officia 1.0 6.5 | 4.2 1.3
Mercantile and tradi 1.6 . 65.1 | 6.2 | 1.5
Public entertainment. .. - 3.4, 69.4 | 9.4 | 2.1
Personal service, police, and ! i |

military ’ - 2.2 64.0 8.3 E 1.6
Labaring and servant . 1.5 § 73.2 | 6.5 1.4
Manufacturing and mechanical | : | i

Industry ..o ; 1.1 BT 5.8 16.4 1.0
Agriculture, transportation, | | ~

and other outdoor . 1.2 66.6 | 9.7 ¢ 20.8 1.7
All other occupations.........., 0.8 61,6 ¢ 7.2 i 20.0 1.5

1 Includes unclassified, not stated, and double erimes.

Among the major male eriminals those who had
been engaged in professional pursuits show the largest
percentage of offenders against chastity, namely,
6.5 per cent, and those engaged in public entertain-
ment, the second largest, 5.6 per cent. The prison-
ers of the last mentioned occupation show the largest
percentage of major offenders against public policy
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62 PRISONERS.

(13.4), followed by the eclerical and offieial, with |

12 per cent. Major offenders who had been engaged
in agricultural and kindred pursuits show the largest
percentage (34.2) committed for crimes against
the person; the laboring and servani class coming
next, with 31.3 per cent; and the public entertain.
ment group third, with 30.2 per cent. In every
occupation group, crimes against property were the
most common of the major offenses, offenders
against property constituting more than 50 per cent
of the total number of major offenders in each group
except that of public entertainment. Of the major
offenders who had been engaged in clerical and official
pursuits, 73.3 per cent, or almost 3 in every 4, had
committed crimes against property, while of those
who had been engaged in professional and in manu-
facturing and mechanical pursuits, about 2 in every
3 (65.7 and 65 per cent, respectively) had been con-
victed of these crimes.

If the figures for the minor offenders are considered,
it will be noted that crimes agamst chastity were
most consplcuous among the prisoners who had been
engaged in public entertainment and in personal
service. As the minor offenders against public
policy were mostly committed for drunkenness,
disorderly conduect, and vagrancy, it conforms w1th
common observation to find the largest percentages
in this class among those who had been occupied as
laborers and servants and in factories and mills.
It should be noted, however, that in every occupa-
tion group more than one-half of the minor offenders
had committed crimes against public policy; the
lowest percentage (56.5) being shown for those en-
gaged in clerical and official pursuits. The latter
group shows the largest percentage (36.9) convicted
of minor offenses against property, while the mer-
cantile and trading class of prisoners comes next,
with 25.7 per cent.

]
i

The per cent distribution, by class of offenses, of
female prhunem classified hv previous occupamon
is shown in Table xxxix, and does not call for any
special comment. It should be noted, however,
that only those cccupations in which 1()0 or more
female prisoners were engaged prior to incareera-
tion are shown separately in this table.

Tapne XXXIX —Per cont distribution. by cluss of offenses, of fis
nuatle [u[snnrn comndttcd during 1904 whos mru/;ulfon prior to
contmitment is know, elassified as major and minor o[]vndms el
by occupation.!

FEMALE  PRISONERS  COMMITTED  DURING
W4 WHOSE  OCCUPATION PRIOR TGO CiMe
MITMENT KNOWN: PER CENT COUNVICTELY
OF OFFENSES—
OCCUPATION. - - —

. Against | Against |, .

Againet | A AREE ] Agotnst |

ChASHLY. jonay | perion. iproperty.) othor®
i

TOTAL.
- N
All occupations 12,6 64.5 6.5 | 15.7 1 o7
Laundresses.. .......... j 81 60.1 12.1 ‘ 18:4 0.6
Servents S U 65.5 57 155 (I8
Mill and factory uperatwes 1 ;
7331 ) DO ' 12.2 $3.6 0.6 | 3.
Dressmakers and seamstresses i 12.6 56.3 10.1 ¢ 21,
Al other oceupations.......... i 13.7 54.0 11.7 7.
MAJOR OFFENDERS
All occupations. .. ....... 17.7 6.5 2.9 30.1 ] 0.7
BOIVANS .. oeoeieereeennnnn T 6.9 25| 528.6] Gy
All other occupations. ......... . 18.8 5.4 33.0 2 . .y
MINOR OFFENDERS
All occupations. ... ..., ‘ 11.9 72.3 ] 4.0 ;
Laundress®s 9.9 2.1 5.6 |
Servants......... 12.1 s as
Mill and factory ape i :
(textiles)..ooooooialos 8.7 87.8 | 0.6 :
Dressmakers and seamstresses. | 12.4 71,2 3.3 .
All other occcupations.......... i 12.5 84.5 7.1 12,5
i |

10nly thoge oceupations in which 100 or more female prisonels WELH G-
ployed are reported separateiy.
2 Includes unclassified, not stuted, and double crimes.
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