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PREFACE

This report presents statistics on characteristicy of dwelling units by blocks for the
city, The tabulations are based on data from the 1950 Census of Housing, taken as of
April 1, 1950, Authorization for the 1950 Census of Fousing as part of the Seventeenth
Decennial Cengus was provided by the Housing Act of 1949, approved July 15, 1049,

The major portion of the information compiled from the 1950 Census of Housing ap-
pears in Volume I, General Characteristics; Volume IX, Nonfarm Housing Characteristios; -
Volume III, Farm Housing Characteristics; Volume IV, Residential Financing,; and Vol-
ume V, Block Statistics. Volume V consists of separate reports, issued as bulleting for each
of the 209 cities which in 1940 or in 4 subsequent census had a population of 50,000 or more,
These reports will not be bound into a single publication,

The subjects covered in both the 1950 and 19840 reports on characteristics of dwelling
units by blocks are substantially similar,

This report was prepared under the direction of Howard G, Brungman, Chlef, Popula-
tion and Housing Division, and Wayne . Daugherty, Assistant Chief for Housing.
Robert C. Hamer, Chief, Quality and Bquipment Statistics Section, was in charge. of
coordinating the content and the format of the report with assistanee from Carl A, 8, Coan,
Chief, Inventory Statistics Section; Iloyd D. McNaughton, Chief, Bquipment and Facilities
TUnit; Beulah Washabaugh, Chief, Tenure and Vacancy Unit; and Walter A, Hines, The
compilation of the statistics was under the supervision of Robert B. Voight, Assistant Chief
for Operations,

The collection of the information on which these statlstics are based was under the
supervision of Lowell T, Galt, Chief, Fleld Division. The geographic work, including the
assignment of all block numbers and the preparation of maps, was under the supervision
of Clarence E. Batschelet, Chief, Geography Division. The data were tabulated under the
supervision of ¢, I, Van Aken, Chief, Machine Tabulation Division,

June 1952.
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BLOCK STATISTICS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

Volume V of the Reports on Housing consists of a separate
report for encly of the 200 eities which in 1940, or in a subsequent
census prior to 1050, had a population of 50,000 or more. HEach
repart presents for the clty, by blocks, tabulations for a limited
number of subjects obtained in the Census of Housing. The
subjects in these veports are similar to those in the block statis-
tles supplements to Volume I of the reports of the 1940 Census
of Honsing, The subjects in this report present the number of
dwelling units classified by occupancy and tenure, condition and
Plumbing facilities, persons per room, color of occupants, average
contvact monthly rent of renter-occupied and selected vacant
anits, and the nverage value of one-dwelling-unit owner-occupied
and selected vacant sfructures, In table 1, the statistics for these
subjeets are summarized for the city. Table 2 contains the
statistics for census tracts. In table 8, the data are presented by
Mocks within census tracts. Maps identifying the location of
each block and the census tract boundaries are a part of this
report.

Related reports—Related statistics for thig city are contained
in the Reports on Housing, Volume I, General Characteristics;
aud in the Reports on Population, Volume I, Number of In-
habitants, and Volume 1I, Characteristics of the Population,

The Reports on Housing for each State in Volume I present
datn on the characteristics of dwelling units for the State by
residence (arban, rural nonfarm, and rural farm), for standard
metropolitan avress, urbanized areas, counties, for urban places,
paces of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitants, and rural-nonfarm and rural-
farm dwelling units for each county. Each report includes the
following subjects: occupancy, tenure, race of oceupants, type
of structure, year built, condition and plumbing facilities, water
supply, toilet and bathing facilities, number of rooms, number
0f persons, persons per room, electrie lighting, heating equipment,
heating and cooking fuels, refrigeration equipment, kitchen sink,
radio, television, and, for nonfarm units, the contract monthly

rent, gross monthly vent, and value of = one-dwelling-unit
struetures,

Volume I of the Reports on Population shows the 1950 popula-
tion of each county and of each minor civil divigion within the
connty. It also containg figures for each incorporated place, for
each unincorporated place with 1,000 or more inhabitants, and
for ineorporated places of 5,000 or more by wards, A speelal
series of tnbles presents data for each urbanized area giving the
incorporated pinces and portions of minor eivil divigiong within it,

Volume IT of the 1950 Population Reports containg statistics
on the general characteristics of the population. Chapter A of
this volume repents the figures on number of inhabitants as shown
in Volume I; Chapter B presents demographic, economic, and
socialk characteristies of the population ; and Chapter C gives more
detniled cvoss-classifientions for Siates and lavge elties and
standlard meétropolitan areas.

Censns traots—Census tyacts are small aveas into which cer-
tain Jarge cities have been subdivided for statistical and local
administrative purposes, In most cases the tracts are perma-
nently established, so that comparison may be made from census
to census. ‘Che boundarles of tracts are established so as to
Includle aproximately equal numbers of inhabitants or equal areas ;
and eaeh tract 1z designed to represent an aren that is fairly

8

homogeneous In population characteristics. Although the tracted
areas of gome cities exteénd into the suburbs, the data shown in
this report are restricted to the tracts within the corporate lmitg
of the city,

TUse of data~——The tabulation of housing characteristies for
areas as small as city blocks provides descriptive maferial of
considerable value for technical studies of housing in "the city.
The statisties will be useful in compiling totals for special types
of areas that may be defined to meet the requirements of in-
dividual investigators. Users of the data ghould bear in mind
that in practically all cases the data for a given block represént
the work of only one enumerator. Consequently, housing charac-
teristics for blocks are subject to a wider margin of error than
1§ to be expected in the figures for tracts or wards which represent
returns made by a number of enumerators, Misinterpretation of
instructions by one enumerator may cause a significant bias in
the statistics for a Dlock even though it may have a negligible
effect upon the figures for larger areas. In particular, the enu-
meration of "condition” depended to n considerable extent upon
the jndgment of the individual enwmerator. Also, faflure to in-
dieate the correct block number for a significant number of dwell-
ing units may introduce ervors into the block data.

Comparability with 1940 Housing Census data.—In the 1040
Census of Housing, reports entitled “Block Statisties” were issned
as supplements to the fivst series of Housing bulletins, These sup-
plements consisted of separate reports for each of the 191 cities
which had 50,000 inhabitants or more in 1980.

In the 1950 reports, the block numbers used are different, in
most cases, from those used in the 1040 reports. Therefore, to
compare 1940 and 1950 data for g glven block, it is necessary to
loente the block on the maps to obfpln the corresponding 1840 and
19050 block numbers, .

The subjects in both the 1040 and 1050 veports are substantially
similar.  However, data on number of struetures, year built, and
wortgage status have been omitted from the 1950 report. Fur-
thermore, in the 1940 veports average contract or estimated
monthly rent was reported for all dwelling units while in 1950
avernge contract monthly rent is reported for some, and average
value for other, dwelling units:

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

More detailed and complete definitions are presented in Vol-
ume I of the Housing Reports.

Dwelling unit—In general, a dwelling unit is a group of rooms
or a single room, ocrupied or intended for occupancy as sepa-
rate living quartérs, by o family or other group of persons living
together or by a person Jiving alone.

A group of rooms, occupied ox intended for occupancy as pepa-
rate living quarters, is a dwelling unit If it has separate cooking
équipment or a separate entrance. A single room, oceupied or
intended for occupancy as sepavate living quavters, is a dwelling
unit if it has separate cooking equipment or if it constitutes the
only living quarters in the structure. Also, each apartment in a
regular apartment houge is a dwelling unit even though it may
not have separate cooking equipment. Excluded from the dwell-
ing unit count are large rooming houses, institutions, domitovies,
and transient hotels and tourists courts.

In the 1940 Census, a dwelling unit was defined ns the living

quarters occupied or intended for occupancy by one housgehold.
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A household censisted of a family or other group of persons
living together with common housekeeping arrangements, or o
person living entirely alone, However, the enumerator was not
explicitly instructed to define rooms as dwelling units on the
basig of cooking equipment or separate entrance.

The number of dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be re-
garded as comparvable with the number of dwelling units in the
1940 Census. Some living quarters may have been classified as
separate (hwelling units in the one census and not in the other.
Further, in the 1050 Census, living quarters with five or more
lodgers were not tabulated as dwelling units; generally, such
gquarters were included in the 1940 dwelling unit ccunt, How-
ever, the net effect of these changes is probably small,

Octupancy and tenure—Dwelling units are classified by oceu-
pancy and tenure into four groups: owner-occupied; renter-
ovcupled ; vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale;
and other vacant and nonresident. A dwelling unit is classified
as owner-oceupied if it was owned wholly or in part by the head
of the household or by somé related member of his family lving
in the dwelling unit. All other occupied units are classified as
renter-occupied whether or not ecash rent was actually paid for
living quarters. Rent-free units and living accommodations re-
celved In payment for services performed are thus included with
the renter-occupied units. '

A dwelling unit is considered vacant if no persons are living in
1t at the time of enwmeration. New units not yet occupled were
enumerated as vacant dwelling units if construction had pro-
ceeded to the extent that all the exterlor windows and doors were
fustalled and final usable floors were in place,, The classification
“Vacant nongeasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” is descrip-
tive of the vacant dwelling units reported in this classification.
“Other vacant and nonvesident” units include all dilapidated and
sefsonnl vacant units as well as the not dllapidated units which
were not for rent or sale,

Bacause of changes in enumeration procedures, the counts of
total vacant units in 1940 and 1950 ave not strictly comparable,
In 1940, vacant units were enumerated if they were habitable;
units uninhabitable and beyond repair were excluded from the
enumeration, In 1950, nnits were included regardless of con-
dition if they were intended for occupancy as living quarters.
Therefore, no comparison should be made between the data on
syaceant nonseasonal not dilapldated, for rent gr sale” units from
the 1850 Census and datn in the 1940 Census reports,

In both censuses, dwelling units occupied entirely by non-
residents were included with vacant units not for rent or sale.
Trailers, tents, housebodts, and railroad cars which were vacant
were exeluded from the dwelling unit inventory in both 1850 and
1940.

" Condition and plumbing facilities—Data on condition of a
dwelling unit are shown in combination with data for selected
plumbing facilities and are, therafore, limited to units for which
both condition and plumbing facilities are reported. Plumbing
facilities include water supply, toilet faeilities, and bathing
facilities.

The category ‘“with private bath” includes those dwelling units
peported with both a flush toilet and a bathtub or shower inside
the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit,
The category “no private bath’ includes those dwelling units
not having private flugsh toilet or not having private bathing
facilities. The “no running water” category includes units with
only piped running water outside the structure or with only other
sotrces such as a hand pump, ‘

A dwelling unit ig “dilapidated” when it la run-down or neg-
lected, or is of inadequate original construetion, so - that it does

not provide adequate shelter or protection against. the elements

or it endangers the safety of the occupants,

Persons per room.—The number of persons per room has been
computed for each occupied dwelling unit by dividing the number

of pergons in the dwelling unit by the number of rooms
in the dwelling unit, All persons enumerated in the Population
Census as members of the household (inctuding lodgers, servants,
and other nonrelated persons) are counted in detérmining the
number of persons that occupy the dwelling unit. The number of
rooms in the dwelling unit includes all rooms available for iving
gquarters throughout the year. Not counted as rooms are hath-
rooms, closets, pantries, halls, screened porches, and unfinished
rooms in the basement and attie,

Color of occupants—Occupied dwelling units are classified by
color of head of household according to the delflnition used in
the 1850 Census of Population. The group designated as “non-
white” consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and
other nonwhite races, Persons who are not ¢efinitely Indian or
of other nonwhite race are classified as white,

Contract monthly rent.—Contract monthly rent is the rent, at
the time of enumeration, contracted for by the venter regardless
of whether it includes furniture, heating fuel, electricity, cooking
fuel, water, o personal services.

Monthly rent for vacant dwelling units Is the amount nsked
for the dwelling unit at the time of enumeration. The wverage
monthly rent relates to renter-occupied dwelling units and vacant
nonseasonal not dilapidated unity for rent. Dwelling unlts which
are occupied ‘“rent-free” are not included with the unlits
reporting rent,

Value of one-dwelling-unit structures.—Average value Is shown
for owner-occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not
dilapidated units which ave for sale only., Value iz shown only
if the unit is in a one-dwelling-unit structure without business
and if it is the only dwelling unit included in the property. The
value represents the amount for which the owner estimates that
the property, including such land as belongs with it, wonld sell
under ordinary conditions and not at a forced sale, Ior vacant
units, value Is the sale price asked by the owner.

Number reporting.—Qccupancy and tenure are reported for al
dwelling units, and color of occupants is reported for all ecenpled
units, The corresponding  distributions for these subjects in
table 1 are based on all dwelling units and on occcupled units,
respectively. For all other subjects, the distributions are based
on the units for which the specific characteristies are veported,
that is, the “Number reporting.”

The number of dwelling units for which the enwmmerator ob-
tained no report on a partieunlar item is shown for the elty totals
only; however, the number “not reported” can ensily be derlved
for each area in tables 2 and 8 by subtracting the number reporting
from the total number of dwelling units (or total occupied).

Block identification,~—A map or series af maps iy Included In
this report showing block numbers for each block, number and
letter designations for tracts, and the names of principal streets.

Blocks ave identified Dy serial mumbers, a separnte serles of
numbers being uscd for each tract, Thus, the location of enel
block for which data are presented in table 3 may be determined
by referring to the tract and block number shown on the map.
Similarly, data for a specific block may be located in the table
by reference to the map for identification numbers of the tract
and block,

If no dwelling units are reported for a block, the block nunber
is not listed in table 8, although it is shown on the map Mwell-
ing units for which the block number was not reported ave in-
dicated in the table by the symbol “NR.” Detailed data ave not
shown for such dwelling units, nor for blocks containing fewer
than three dwelling units. Average monthly rent is not shown
when the monthly rent was reperted for fewer than thice dwell-
ing units. Average value i not shown when the value of one-
dwelling-unit properties was veported for fewer thun three
dwelling units, All dwelling units are included, however, in
the statistics for the city and for each tract,
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Table 1.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR NEW YORK CITY, BY BOROUGHS: 1950

New York City | Bronx Borough | Brooklyn Borough .Mgnhatt;:n Queens Borough Richmond Borough
Subject: . oraug
Per- Per~ Per- [ Pere Per- Per-
Humber cent Number et Number cent Nunber sent Number cont | Humber cent
CCCUPANCY AND TENURE
All dwelling nmits. - oo ove i cmec i cmcem 2,433,465| 100.0 432,259 100,0 814,134} 100.0F 635,944 100,0 495,308 100,0 55,820] 100.0
Owner acoupled oo ene 450,185| 18,5 41,351 e 1mam| 21a| 0 13,832 2.1 194,698 39,3 27,089 48.5
Renter oeeupied - .- oo oneo e n | 1,907,734 8.4y 383,206| 887 622,534 76,50 610,966 96.1 266,530 53,8 24,418 43.7
‘Vaeant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale . 27,3451 1.1 4,511 1.0 8,182| ' 1.0 4,834 0.8 2,149 1.8 669 1.2
Other vaeant and nonresident. ... 48,201 2.0 2,727 0.6 10,287 1.3 6,612) 1.0 24,931] © 5.0 3,644 6.5
CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES
A dwelling B8« o oo eome oo ee oo e 243,465) Lo 432,250 L] ewam| L] 635,044 .., 495,308 ... 55,8200 ...

Number reporting
With private bath, not dilapidated

2,333,151 100,01 417,605 100.0|  786,347| 100,0] 598,856 | 100.0 476,592 100.0 53,751 100.0
2,100,445 s0.4]  397,941| e5.3|  wa0,613| sl 4gvievr| 6.5 454,227| 95,3 4,787 <0.8

No private bath, with running water, not dilapidated. 111,589 4.8 44441 L 33,655 4.3 55,555 9,3 14,782 3.1 3,153 5.9
No running water or dilapidated._..__.__._ 112,117| 4.8 15,220 3.6 32,0m| 4] 55,424 9.3 7,583 L6 1,811 .
Condition or plumbing facilities not reported... 100,314 aas 14,654 o 27,7871 ., 37,088 ... 18,716 ... 2,069 e

I
No private bath or dilapidsted ... ... | 223,706 9.6 19,664 4,7 65,734 8.4 110,979( 18.5 22,365 47 4,964 9.2
COLOR OF OCCUPANTS
Occupied dwelling unlts_ .. .. e mema e dme . cnnenn. 2,357,919 100.0 425,021 100.0 795,665 100,0 624,498 100,0 461 ,228| 100,0 51,507 100.0
White.. [ 2,161,593) 91,7 400,5761 94,2 742,189 93,3 519,598 63,2 448,765 97.3 50,465 98.0
Nonwhite.... . 196,326 8.3 24,445 5.8 53,476 6,7) 104,900| 16.8 12,463] 2.7 1,062 2.0

PERSONS PER ROOM

Occupied dwelling unirs. -

2,357,910 .o 425,02 L. msees| L..|  eajdem| L., 461,228) ... 51,5070 a.e
Number reporting-.. ...

2,318,553| 100.0§ 420,536 100,0]  785,278| 100.0] 606,266 100.0 455,413| 100,0 51,060| 100,0

L&D or less. 2,210,7680 95.41  400,006| 95.1|  750,907| o5.6| 565,751| 93.3 444,416 97.61 49,688 97.3

Yl 51 or more . 107,785 46 20,530 449 34,371 (3 40,515 6,7 10,997 2.4 1,372 2.7

Notreported ... 39,366 ... 4,485 uee 10,387)  L.|  18,232) ... 5,815 ... 2

CONTRACT MONTHLY RENT

Renter-ocoupled, and vacant nonseasonal not dilap-

idated units, for ront—Number reporting........... 1,843,604 e 372,209 e 606,712 o 579,632 . 261,365 v 23,686 aes

Total contract monthly rent. ... ..o ..... dollara..} 90,395,064 ...] 16,825,266 vee| 25,839,462|  ,,.032,587,071| ... 14,001,009 ...| 1,052,056

Averago monthly rent.. ... ..o dollars. . 49,03 ces 45,20 vee 42,59 ... 56.22| e, 53,91 .. 44,42 ver

YALUE OF ONE-DWELLING-UNIT STRUGTURES

Owner-ocoupied,! and vacant nonseasonal not dilap-

itlated unils, for salo only—Number reporting........ 211,144 cer 15,075 oo 53,1501 .. 1,158 o 123,231 4.y 18,530 ves

Total value or sale price. ... dollnrs..|2,565,203,6000 ... 181,746,600] .., [636,668,100| . ..,[|42,154,600| ...[,50%815400( ,..|196,818,000 ...

Average value dollars, . 12,249 ... 12,056]  uve 1,07 ... 36,403 .., 12,236 .4, 0,622 ...

Restricted to 1-dwelling-unit properties,

Table 2.— CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING BY CENSUS TRACTS: 1950

. : Hing unils :
All dwelling units by oceupanoy ll}" dwelling . . Contract monthly  [Value! of one-dwolling -
y condition and Ocoupied dwelling units 1 :
and tenure nlumbing facilities ront unit structures
Persons per
Censug Vacant No
tract se'.ié’&}al (1);2;?\1 No run- room Oceu- Average Average
Total || Owmer | Renmter |*%% Vo Number | private | ning | n, pied | Number | monthly | Number valuo
ceeupied |occupied | gilap,, an reporting | bath or | wator A Number | 181 [ by non- | reporting rent Toporting | ollare)
for 1ont | pomtilont dilap, | or roporting | O | white (dollars)
or sale ° dilap. more
TOTAL (635944 [[13532 610966 4834 16612 | 598856 110979 [554R4 |684498 (606266 [40515 104900 (579632 5622|1158 36403
1 o BT 6 & 61 6 1 5 7400
] .8281 B67|RBA4 18 2228 154 (103 |2860 (2249 55/ L065|2206 3473
3 nea b 4 4 4 4 2975
4 2613 5318539 e C. W PO | 2488 542 |99 2859833531 (173] 10524223 2950 2
§ 382 4 339 9 333 . 6 6 343 336 6 2 3ae 8827
§ 3384 34 13327 11 1 3258 11131 (627 (3361 (32392 (360 1663193 2575
7 47 7 40 a6 18 18 47 217 41 2319
8 3818 37 |3704 20 57 36238 899 |461 |3741 (3639|156 2348|3577 3590 2
g 46 8 37 1 46 P 1 45 a7 25 4308
10 1226 16 {1133 8 69 1118 543|377 (11491122107 7011074 3342
13 3g9o 45 3’930 26 H 2954 B37 |646 2975|2901 (230 8318796 3362 1
13 284 4 2T 9 3 260 110 i 283 262 11 1 54 B4.72
1‘ 3192 4113131 13 7] 3038|1133 (859 (3172|3068 227 1680|2986 2736
1?5 10 3 7 4 3 3 10 4 1 2
it 2032 ig 1925 12 BH 1 1US1| 752 (294 1996 (1930|116 5551849 3817
- b 23 3 1
ia 3300 46 [31858 11 58 3029 11101 (561 3231 (3054|215 581 (2960 2311
eg 3z 4 37 1 33 11 31 23 22 2736
21 3178 4513689 a7 17| 3690 | 674 (489 |3734{3709|142| 484 |3616 3153
11 5 6 2 11 P
22 4705 48 |4608 10 39 4463 (1838 Q04> ]| 4656|4590 (335 01 1 4435]. .. 38515
23 30 2 28 25 151 22 30 26 1 24 2966
24 1758 L (1750 4 31 1730 3 314754 1732 12| 46617052 4314
25 1229 4 (1167 2 §6| 1m12 | 178 |1237(1171 1159 16 171 1146 3324
26 6227 64 |6092 45 26 5976 (1531 |33016156|60n04]|2383 67158282 2787\ - N
217 772 10| 748 4 10 714 | 470 |255) 758 719 a5 51| 691 2197 3| “5s66

*For renter ~ oceupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for rent.
*For owner - oceupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for salo only,
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Table 2.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING BY CENSUS TRACTS
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NEW YORK CITY-MANHATTAN BOROUGH

Table 3~—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950

[Detailed statistics not shown for blooks containing fewer than 8 dwelling units, nor for dwalling units not allocated by blocks (designated by NR)]
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Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR. CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS
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NEW YORK CITY—-MANHATTAN BOROUGH

CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950~ Con.
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HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS
Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950~ Con.
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NEW YORK CITY—MANHATTAN BOROUGH

Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS
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Table 3,—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950 —Con.
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*For owner - ocoupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units, for salo only.

'For renter - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonsessonal not dilapidated units,for rent.
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For awner - occupied dwelling ubits and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units, for sale only,

For renter -
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