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TIlE IJROGRESS OF TIlE NArrION: 1790 TO 1880. 

The 1;wo !'tccinnpmlying' sorim; of maps of the 'Unito(lStn,tes, showing' the tlmlsit;y of the population, m'o int~nded 
to oxltihit tho inorease all(1 tllll movementi of populatioll fro1l1 the d~Ltc of the First Consus, in 1700, throngIt nino 
tlceatIos, to IHSO. Of thoslI mapH, thofin1t, nino, up t.o aml iU(Jlndilll; that of 1870, H,1'O roprodnctions fromtlte St£ttistic:al 
Jltl({8 0/ ilw lfnUcll Sta.ttIN, publislwtl in 187-1. 'l'lw carlier ones nro 011 tile smne seah.l Hi:l thol:le of tho ntla~q tho la,tel' 
onos m'e l'lIclneutl. in sunle. 

'l'lm lIloth()(l hy whiult thOilO nmps have boon nOllst;l'lllli;ml iR t1mb nst)(l for tIll\ ntlas (thove l'Ofel'rOll to, l'Lud is 
explained in iihat work. I]'llis o.xplallation i~ hol'o mpl'o(llltl(Hl, wiLh t:1U<l1L (JImllges aJH1lllOtUJim'Ltiolls as ltppom to be 
noeosl:mry. . 

I]:hmm ma.lls, 0110 :fot' m'Le]l enmms, show [;1tO dellsi\.y of llopnlatilon, ·i. c., iilw mllnhol' of in<1iyi(hmIA to n. sqnal'O 
milo, nl'mngOlI wit.hin (I(ll'taill groups. Tho som)ll(l SOl'ios of maps, /;(111 in lllllUhol', nllates to the Tonl;1t Cellsus, 
showing' tho d.OllSity of l)()l'uhLtion ill dotail. Bn.<lh (lOV(ll'S 11 SepfLl'lLto portion of tho present torritol'Y or tho United 
Stl1tes, and oxhibits (i11(\ the!;s of popuhttion nt tho (late of ~ftUlO 1, 1880. 

Tho map of tho ITuj(;o<l St;atos ill ouo shoot, showing 'tho density of populution ill 18S0, is to bo l'oga1'llo(l as H, 
g'ollol'alilmtio)t ('l'om tho tell dotail(\(l nmps just l'of{ll'l'oll to. 

'l'llO genom! l\loth()(l of' pl'oparing tho ill'S I; sories of lih<'l4e maps has homl lmifot'Ill, Howl is as ibllmn~: 'rho (lollnty 
liaR, ill gllIwrnl, OOOIl tn,l\oll as It unit.. .HiS pOlmlation, ai; tho period to which i;]w map 1'('((11'14, ]mvillg be on !lS(lOltailJ(~Il, 
tho vopnlatioll of:' all <liUOR oj:' H,O()() inlmuilil1llts, 01' mor(), nxist.illg' within it, has htlllll <1e(ll1e!i(J(l tlwl'llihllll, tho 
pO]Hllation of Rlleh uilii.lIs hnillg r(\pros(mte<l hy (\i1'ol(1s of I:lolitl (loIot', S(\llumtn fl.'olll the othe.r llopllln{:iOll, whi(lil 
Inlitil\l' is l'lIgal'([o(I, :Lin' tho IlHl'POI'lOS of illlll'ltmtiou, as l'llml }lopnla(;ioll unifol'mly spl'oad over tho slll'faeo or lihl.l 
(~,()nut,y. lJ.'ho 1'1l1'al VOlmlatioll is then divhl(Jtl hy tho mon of tho (J()Ullty ill squm'll milm;, tho qnotiollt rOrll'('solltillg 
Llw n,vol'n.ge deusi{iY of SOiitlolllllllt. 

In easos, !towover, whore tho (loullt,y WIts of mmsnal oxt<l1lt, Ol' i;]I01'o was l'OllSOn to hcliovethali .its illlllsity (1111i.1l'0(1 
g'l'on(;ly in diff'ol'ont P1Ll'ts, tho ooullty WItS 110 longor tn,kon eutirll, but was ox:a.mlllmi hy Heoti011s, oven seet;iom, ttl4 
RIIUlll n,q itl:{ townships 01' ol;1lO1' e.ivil. divisions. Tho munhor of eoullH(~s thus hl'OlwJl lip fol' iiho }Hll'llOAO of 
llompn.l'il'lOll wonlt1. nn.tnl'ltlly VH.l',Y g'l'oatly. III SOUlO comms yl.lttl'S, as in easo of tho la,tt~l' OliOS, it would n.monnt to 
sovol'n.l hlllHIro<l; i.n o[iJtm'H, p:tl'liio1l1al'lyli]\() ottl'litll' onoH, to I::;eul'eoly u.s mHony ReOI'll, 

~rho lWtll'l1g'lI (lelll'lil,y of eftllh eOlln{;;v', Ol' llarti of a (J{mnLy, lw.ying' hOlln thlll'l asulIl'tainc(l, the I'Ic(Jj;ionl'l RO takoll 
worn grOlll H\ll nO(J()l'(ling' to It V(\ 1l1lg'1'l\l\H of <lollsilN, as (}xplaill(\(l in 1',}1II h'gml(lN aeeOHl pnllyillg' t;1w lIlulIs. ~1'IHl 
gmu\L'H,1 plan of g'].'oll]lillg' Ims hU(\lI lin make aM lIH111Y large g't'OUpH !IS (lonI(1 h(\ Ituult\ without lItm'gillg' any apVl'n(liahl(.I 
1l1'OPOl'tiOll i.ll gl'Oll)lil or a, lIHLl'kodly <lUl:'lIJ'l\lIti g'l'n(le: lihuH, if n. Hitlg'lo eOlllll,.)r oj' SIIla.Jl extllnt, belongillg' tog-roup :J, 
Sh01l1l1 btl Hlll'l'OlllHled. by many eOllllt,iuR 01.' group ~t 01' oj' g'l'01lP 2, iI; wOllltl noti be pl'eH(l1'Y(l(l diRtilloti, llll{; woul(l 
t.iI·ke (ho HIw,t\illg or itR genol'lLl slI(\t,ioll, 1Ii!;}Wl' 2 01' ~l, u.s tho easo lIIig'hl; he. II', howevel', H, c()uni,y or group 4: 01' f) 

I:IhOltlll H]l]lOtLl' [MlIOllg' (lOltutieRol' g'l'OIlJl .1 Ol' 2, tho diRfiili(ltion would 1m l'llgltl'llml of Rullieicllt imlIOl'{:mwe to 1m 
maintaitlll(l. Again, It eOlm l,,Y w1losll IWel'age llensit,y brought, H, within gl'OUp 4: mig'ht, htl found with (lOllllt.i(lR of g'1'01l1' 

a OIL oun si<l(\ H,ml of.' g'l'()UP [) on tihn oUWl', apllearing Llms !io belong' to a grollp distillul: Ihnll 1>0[;11, ;Yilt an ()xHlninat.ioJl 
iuLotho lhl1lsiL,Y of iLK IIOIlR[;it,IWllli towlll:lltipH mig'lil'" and g'ollm'I.LlIy would, ~lev()lop the l.'al~!i that thos(\ Pl~l'tl:l of t;11(\ 
(llHlllt~' which hOl'illll'e<l OIL g'l'onp B, wem nmUy ofl;lmt g'l'u,(lo, while tho ])al'tH hm.'(loring' on gronp [) l!1I101lg'lill illblmli 
(lIaRS. In Huelt 11 easo, the division of the county hy H, oonLl'al line, !'l11(1 tho ih1'owing' of l)Hl'ts on the Olle si<lo awl 

'.onthe otho1', illto tho 1'L(1jncont g'l'OIlPS, wonl<lllot on I;\' dispense Wit;1l tho uoeessity for proserving u small l::1o]mmto 
g'l'OllP npon tho llUl,P, but woul!l oven more cOl'l'ce{;ly l'GJ.ll'efKlut the fn.ets of tho O!lHe than woultl be dono hy 
l'lIpresonting' i;lw ontim count.y as of group ,1. Again, a tiel' of <loun Mos along n riYer 01' a rnilro:1<1 might ;yieltl It 

quotient showing a.ll Ilyemge popnla;(iioll of only thil'(iY to It square mile, nllll t.hus 8,l'Iwn.r to belollg in gl'onp 3, 
wheren.H an examination of the towl1shipl'l eOll1poHillg' 11110 conllt~' mighli HllOwt,lmi~, fbl' a few miles lllwk from t.he river, 
the deHHHy WitH J1uwh gl'(l!1tOl'; while in 1;110 portion fal'(;lIeRt. ILwa,y 11'OJll tho river tho (lImsity was much less than 1:110 
twerugo, tllus splittiug' the eonui;y, ]lcl'lUl'P~, into two gronps,. Yi"" 4: and 2. 
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XII INTRODUOTION-DISOUSSION OF THE POPULATION. 

The manner of making the detailed shee.ts was in every respect similar to that of ,forming the general maps, 
except in the following details: _AJI cities and towns of 4,OOQ population and upward were taken from the population 
of the county before obtaining its density. This gives more nearly the density of the rural population. The 
subdivisions of the counties were llsed as units in a much larger proportion of cases, and in the subdivision of 
counties much greater attention was given to differences caused by the presence of circumstances affecting population, 
such as the existence of str~ams, railroads, water~power, and lands more or less suitable for agriculture. Moreover, 
in tp.e place of using five degrees of density, these maps have been constructed with nine degrees. In other words, 
these maps differ from the general map only in giving, in all respects, a greater degree of detail. 

The county, and, in some cases, the township, has been adopted as a unit, not with a view to representing 
separately each such subdivision, for this the scale of the map would not permit, but for the sake of more detinitely 
determining the true line of demarkation between large groups, and of resolving such false appearances as those 
indicated in the last two illustrations. 

Such beir,tg the system and the scope of the ilfustrations uncleI' consideration, it is proposed briefly to discuss the 
increase and movement of population from 1790 to 18.80. It should throughout be remembered that the ma,ps do 
not profess to exhibit settlements which do not reach an average of two to the square mi1~, for a tract large enongh 
tobe clearly shown to the eye on the scale employ-ed. It follows that the outside line of color indicates the limits 
of population of two or more to the square mile, the petty population that lies beyond being made up of the 
solitary ranchman, trapper, or fisherman, or of mining parties, lumber camps, and the like. This line, which limits 
the average density of two to a square mHe, is considered as the limit of settlement-the frontier line of population. 

Let us consider the results of measurement and comput,ations as to the extent of this line, and as to the space 
which it incloses on the different maps. 

1790. 

The First Ce~sus of the United States, taken as of the first Monday in .August, 1790, under the proYisions of the 
second section of the first article of the Constitution, showed the population of the thirteen states then existing and 
of the unorganized territory to be, in the aggregate, 3,929,214. 

This popUlation was distributed almost entirely on the Atlantic seaboard, extending from the eastern boundary 
of l\Iaine nearly to Florida, and in the region lrnown as the Atlantic plain. Only a very small proportion of the 
inhabitants of the United States, not, indeed, more than 5 per cent., was th~n to be found west of the system of the 
.Appalachian mountains. The average depth of settlement, in a direction at right -angles to the coast, was 255 
miles. The densest settlement was found in eastern Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, and about 
New York city, whence population had extt'ndec1 northward up the Hudson, and was already quite dense as far 
as .Albany. The settlements in Pennsylvania, which had started from Philadelphia, on the Delaware, had extended 
northeastward, and formed a solid body of occupation from New York, through Philadelphia, down to the upper 
part of Delaware. . 

The Atlantic coast, as far back as the limits of tide-water, was well settled at that time from Casco bay southwarcl 
to the northern border of North Carolina. In what was then the district of Maine, sparse settlement extended along 
the whole seaboard. The southern two-t,hil'ds of New Hampshire and nea,rly all of Vermont were covered by 
population. In New York, branching off from the Hudson at the mouth of the Mohawk, the line of population 
followed up a broad gap between the .Adirondacks and the Catskills, and even reached beyond the center of the state, 
Qccupying the whole of the Mohawk valley and the country about the interior New York lakes. In Pennsylvania 
population had spread northwestward, occupying not only the Atlantic plain, but, with sparse settlements, the region 
traversed by the numerous parallel ridges of the eastern portion of the .Appalachians. The general limit of settlem~nt· 
was, at that time, the southeastern-edge of the .Allegheny plateau, but beyond this, at the junction of the Allegbeny 

.and Monongahela rivers, a point early occupied for military purposes, considerable settlements had been est~1blishec1 
prior to the war of the Hevolution. In Vjrginia settlements had extended westward beyond the Blue I{,idge, and into 
what is now West Virginia, on the western slope of the .Allegheny mountains, though very sparsely. From Virginia, 
also, a narrow tongue of settlement had penetrated down to the head of the Tennessee river, in the great Appalachian 
valley. In North Carolina the settlements were abruptly limited by the base of the .Appalachians. The state was 
occnpied with remarkable uniformity, except in its southern and central portion, whe,re population was comparatiyely 
sparse. In Sou th Oa,l'olina, on the other hand, there was evidence of much natural selection, apparently with 
reference to the character of soils. Oharleston was then a city of considerable magnitude, and about it was grouped 
a comparatively dense popuhLtion; but all along a belt running south westward across the state, near its celltral 
part, the settlement was very sparse. This area of sparse settlement joined with that of central North Carolina, and 
ran eastward to t,he coast, near the junction of the two states. Further westward, in the" up counb'y" of South 
Carolina, the. density of settlement was noticeably due· to the improvement in soil.;;' At this date settlements were 
almost entirely agricultural, and the causes for variation in their density were general ones. The movements of 
l~opulatioJl at this epoch may be traced in almost every case to the chn,racter of the soil, and to facility of transvortation 
to the sea,board; and, as the inhabitants were then depl::llldent mainly upon water trammort~1t,ion, we .find the 
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ITS DISTRIBUTION IN 1880. XIII 

Outside the area of continuous settlement, which we have attempted to sketch, were found, in 1700, a number 
of smaller settlements of greater Dr less extent. The principal of these lay in northern Kentucky, bordering upon 
the Ohio river, comprising an area of 10,900 square miles. Another, in western Virginia, lay upon the Ohio and 
l{anawha rivers, and comprised 750 square miles. A third, in Tennessee, upon the Cumberland river, embraced 
1,200 square miles. 

In addition to these, there were a score or more of sman posts, or incipient settJements, scattered over what 
was then an almost untrod den wilderness, such as Detroit, Vincennes, Kaskaskia, Prairie du Chien, Mackinac, an~l 
Green Bay, beside the humble beginnings of Elmira and Binghamton, in New York, which, even at tl1at time, lay 
outside the body of continuolls settlement. 

Following the line which limits this great body of settlement in all its undulations, we find its length to be 3,200 
miles. In this measurement no account has been made of slight irregularities, such as those in the ordinary 
meanderings of a river which forms the boundary-line of population; but we have traced all the ins and outs of this 
frontier line, which seem to indicate a distinct change in the settlement of the country for any canse, whether of 
progression or of retrogression. The area of settlement, thus, is the area embraced between the frontier line and the 
coast, diminished by such unsettled areas as may lie within it, and increased by su~h as lie without it. These <1re 
not susceptible of very accurate determInation, owing to the fact that our best maps are, to a certain extent, incorrect 
in boundaries and areas; but all the accuracy required for onr present purpose can be secured. The settled area of 
1790, as indicated by the line traced, is 226,085 square miles. The entire body of continuously settled area lay 
between 310 and 450 north latitude and 670 and 830 west longitude. 

Outside of this bod,Y of continuous settlement are the smaller areas mentioned above, which, added to the main 
body of settled area, give as a total 239,935 square miles, the aggregate popUlation being 3,929,214, and the average 
density of settlement 16.4 to the square mile. ". 

In 1790 the district of Maine belonged to J\t[assachusetts. Georgia comprised not only the present state of that 
name, but nearly all of what are now the states of Alabama and Mississippi. The states of Kentucky and Tennessee 
were then known as the "Territory south of the Ohio river", and the present states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
lVIichjgan, vVisconsin, and part of Minnesota, as the" Territory northwest of the Ohio river". Spain claimed 
possession of wlmt is now Florida, with a strip along the southern border of Alabama, Mississippi, and all of the 
region west of the Mississippi river. 

An inspection of the maps relating to the earlier census years will show that the progress of population 
westward across the Appalachian system has taken place, in the main, along four lines. The northernmost of thesp, 
which was the first to be developed, runs through central New York, following up, generally, the Mohawk river. 
This line has, throughout our history, been one of the principal courses of population in its westward flow. The 
second crosses southern Pennsylvania, western Maryland, and northern Virginia., parallel to and along the course of 
the upper Potomac. The third runs through Virginia, passing southwestward down the great Appalachian valley, 
crossing thence over into Kentucky and Tennessee. South of this, the principal movement westward has heen 
around the end of the Appalachian chain, through Georgia and Alabama. 

I§OO .. 

At the Second Oensus, that of 1800, the frontier line, as it appears on the map, has been rectified, so that while 
it embraces 282,208 square miles, it describes a course, when measured in the same manner as that of 1790, of only 
2,800 lineal miles. The advancement of this line has taken place in every direction, though in some parts of the 
country much more ll1~rkedl'y than in others. . 

In Maine and New Hampshire there is apparent only a slight northward movement of settlement; in Vermont, 
on the other hand, while the settlecl area has not decidedly increased, its density has become greater. Massachusetts 
shows but little change, but in Connecticut the settlements along the lower course of the Oonnecticut river have 
a.ppreciably increased. 

In New York settlement has poured up the Hudson to the mouth of the lVIohawk, and thence, through the great 
natural roadwa;y, westward. The narrow tongue, which before pxtended out beyond the middle of the state, has now 
·widened until it spreads from the southern border of the state to lake Ontario. A. narrow belt of settlement eveu 
stretches down the St. Lawrence, and along aU the northern bonler of the state, to lake Ohamplain, completely 
surrounding what may be characteristically defined as the Adirondack region. 

In Pennsylvania settlements have extended np the Susquehanna and joined the New York groups, leaving, DS 

yet, an unsettled .space in the northeast corner of the state, whinh comprises a body of rugged monntClin country. 
With the exception of a little strip along the western horder of Pennsylvania, the northern part of the state, west 
of the Susquehanna, is as yet entirely without. inhabitants. Population has streamed across the southern half of 
the state, and settled in a dense body about the forks of the Ohio river, at the present site of Pittsburgh, and thence 
extended slightly into the state of Ohio. 

In Virginia we note but little change, although there is a general extension of settlement, with an increase in 



XIV IN'rRODUOTION-DISOUSSION OF 'l'BE POPULATION. 

density, especially along the coast. North Oarolina is now almost entirely covered with popuhltion; the mountain 
l'egion has, generally speaking, been nearly all reclaime(l to the service of man. In Sonth Oarolina there is a general 
increase in density of settlement, while the sO!lthwestern bonIer has been carried down, until now tIle Altamalw, 
river is its limit. The incipient settlelllents in northel'll Kentucky have spread sonthwa·rd across tlle state, and . 
even into TQllllcssee, forming a junction with the little settlement, noted at the date of the last census, on the 
Oumberland river. Tlle graUI) thus formed has extended down the Ohio, nearly to its jnnction with t.he Tennessee 
and the Otunberlancl, and across the Ohio river into the present state of Ohio, wliere we note the beginuing of 
Oiuoillnati. Other infant settlements appear at this date. On the east side of the Mississippi river, in the present 
state of Mississippi, is a strip of settlement along' the blufl}; below the Yazoo bottom. Beside the settlement on 
the present site of St. Louis, not at this time within the United States, is an adjacent settlement in what is now 
lllinois, while uU the pioneer settlements previously noted have grown to a greater or less extent. 

From the region embraced between the frontier line and the Atlantic must be deducte(l the Adirondack tract, 
in northern New York, and the nnsettlecl region in northern Pennsylvf\,nia, already referred to; so that the actual 
area of settlement, bounded by a conUnuous line, is to be taken at 271,908 square miles. All this lies betwecn 
300 JiY and 4i:i0 15' north latitude, and G70 antI 880 west longitude. 

To this should be added the ag'gl'egate extent of all settlements lying outside of the frontier line, whieh 
collectively amount to 33,SOO square miles, making a total area of settlement of 305,708 square miles. As the 
aggregate pOlmlation is U,30S,483, the average density of settlement is 17.4. 

TJlO infant settlements of tliis period have been lUuch ret.arded at many points by tIle opposit.ion of the Indian 
tribes; but in the l1eighborhood of the more densely settled portions of the northern part of the eountry these 
obstacles have been of less magnitude than fa.rther south. In Georgia, especially, the large and powerful t.ribes 
of Creeks and Oherokees have stJ;lbbornly opposed the progress of l)oj?ulation. 

During the decalle just past Vermont, formed fro111 a part of New York, lias been admitted to the Union; also 
Kentncky and TenneS8GB, formed ii.'0111 the "Territory south of the river Oliio"; J\iississippi territory, having, 
however, very different boundaries from the lwesent state of that name, has been organized; wliile the" Territory 
northwest of the river Ohio" has beeu divided and Indiana territory organized from the western portion. 

IStO. 

At uno we note gl'Bat ellanges, BSllecially tlie extension of the sparse settlements of the Interior. The hills of 
western New York have become almost entirely covered with population, which has spread along the south sliore of 
lake Erie well o\'er into Ohio, amI has effected II junction with the previously existing 1.l0dy of populatioll about 
the forks of the Ohio river, loavin[f unsettled an included heart-shaped area in northern Penns;ylvania, which 
eomprises t.he ruggell country of the .AppalaelJian plateau. The oecnpation of the Ohio river lias now become 
COlllI)lete, from its head to its month, 'with the exception of small gaps below the mouth of the Tennessee. 
Spreading in e\'el'y direction from the" dark and bloody ground" of Kentucky, settlement eovers almost the entire 
state, while the sout.hern border line llas been extendecl to the Tennessee river, in northern AJn,bama. In Georgia 
settlements are still held back by the Creek and the Oherokee Indians, although in 1802 a treaty with the former 
tribe relieved the so lIth western portion of the state of their presence, and left the grollnd o})en for OCCUpt1l1CY by the 
whites. In Ohio settlements, stluting from the Ohio river ancl 11'Olll southwestern Pennsylvania, have work ell 
northward and westward, until they eover two-thirds of the area of the state. :l\'lichigan and Imliana are still 
virgin territory, with the exceptioll of a little strip about Detroit, in the former state, and a small area ill the 
southwestern part of the latter. St. Louis, from a fur· trading I)Ost, 1ms become an important center of' settlement, 
population having spread northward above the mouth of the JIilissouri and southwltrcl along the l\1ississippi to the 
moutli of the Ohio. At the mouth of tlie Arkansas, in wbnt is now the state of Arkansas, is a similar body of 
settlement. The transfer of the territory of Louisiana to our juris(lictiOll, which was effected in 180:3, has bronght 
into the country a large body of popuhLtion, whieh stretclies along the l\Iississippi river feom its mouth nearly up 
to the present northern limit of the state of Louisiana, li.p the Red riYel' and the St. Francis, ill general'occupyillg 
tile alluYial regions. The incipient settlements noted on the last map in Tliississippi ha\'e effccted n, jnnction with 
those of Louisiana, while in lower Alabama and Mississippi l1 similar patch appears upon the Mobile aml the 
Pearll'iYers. 

III this decade large additions have been made to the territory of the United States, and many changes ha\'(~ . 
been effected in the lines 'of iuterior division. The purchase of Louisiana has added 1,124,085 square miles, an 
empire in itself, to the. United States, and has given to us absolute control of the Mississippi and its navigable branches. 
Georgia" during' the same period, has ceded to the United States the portion of its territory which now constitutes the 
larger Intrt of the states of Alabama and JIilississippi. The state of Ohio has been formed from fL llOrtion of wlmt 
previonsJy was Known as the" Territory north of the Ohio riyer". Michigan territory bas been erected, comprising 
what is now the lower peninsnla of Michigan; Indiana. territory has become restricted to the present limits of the 
state of that llame; Illinois territory comprises all of the present state of ll1illOis, with that of Wisconsin, and a 
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part of Minnesota; while from the Louisiana purchase has been carved, under the llallle of the "Territory of 
Orleans", all that part of the present state of Louisiana which lies west of the Mississippi river, the remainder of 
the great territory so cheaply acquired from France being known by the name of the "Louisiana territory". 

At this date the frontier line is 2,900 miles long, and includes between itself and the Atlantic 408,895 
. square miles. From this mnst be deducted several large areas of unsettled land: first, the area in northern 

New York, now somewha,t smaller than ten years before, but still by no means jnconsiderable in extent; second, 
the heart-shaped area in northwestern Pennsylvania, embracing part of the Alleghany plateau, in size about equal 
to the unsettled area in New York; third, a strip along the central part of what is now \¥est Vil'giuia, extending 

. from the Potomac southward, taking in what is now a part of eastern Kentucky and southwestern Virginia, amI 
extemling nearly to the border line of Tennessee; fourth, HI comparatiyely small area ill northern Tennessee, upon 
the Cumberland plateau. These tracts together comprise 26,050 square miles, making the actu111 area of settlement 
include(l within the frontier liue 382,845 sqm1re miles. All this lies between latitude 2UO 30' amI 450 15' north, amI 
between the meridians of 670 and 880 30' west. 

Beyond the frontier there are, in addition to the steadily increasing number of outposts and minor settlements, 
several considerable hodies of population, which have been above noted. The aggregate extent of these, and of 
the numerous small patcllCs of lwpulation scattered over the west and south, may be estimated at 25,100 square 
miles, ma~ing the total area of settlement in 1810,407,945 square miles; the aggregate population being 7,239,881, 
and the average density of settlemellt 17.7 to the square mile. 

Between 1800 and 1810 the priucipal territorial changes have been as follows: Ohio has been admitted, and 
the territories of Illinois and Michigan have been formed ii'om parts of Indiana territory. 

lS~O. 

The decade from 1810 to 1820 has witnessed several territorial cliauges. Florida at this date (1820) is a blank 
upon the map. The treaty with Spain, ·which gives her to us, is signed, but the delivery has not yet taken place. 
Alabama aud l\>Iississippi, made from the MiSSissippi territory, haye been orgmlized and admitted as states. 
Indiana and Illinois appear as states, with their present limits. The territory of Louisiana bas been admitted as l1 

state. The district of l\faine has also been erected into a state. Arkansas territory has been cnt from the sOUtlWl'll 
portion of the territory of Louisiana. The Indian territory has been constituted to serve as a reservation for the 
Indian tribes. Michigan territory has been extended to include all of the present states of Michigan, "\Tisconsill, 
and part of Minnesota. That part of the old Louisiana territory remaining, after cutting 'Out Arkansas audIndian 
t<lrritory, has received the name of "l\:fissouri territory-". 

Agaip, in 1820, we note a great change in regan 1 to the frontier line. It has become vastly more involved aml 
COIlll)lex, extending from southeastern Michigan, on lake St. Clair, southwestward into wbat is now l\fissonri; 
thence, making a great semi-circle to the eastward, it sweeps west again arountI a bOtly of pOlmlation in Louisiana, 
and ends on the Gulf coast in that state. Tlle area included by it hHS imllJensely increased, but much of this 
increase is balanced by the great extent of unsettled land included within it. 

Taking up the changes in detail, we note, first, the great increase ill the 110pnlation of central New York, a belt 
of increased settlement having swept nIl the Mohawk yaUey to lake Ontario, and along its shore nearly to the Niagal;a, 
river. A similar increase is seen about the forks of the Ohio river, while in northern Pennsyh'ania the llllscttlell 
region on the Al)palaehian plateau has sensibly c1ecrease(l in size. The unsettlell area, in western Virgini", Ullli 

eastern Kentucky has very greatly diminishecl, l)Opulation having extended almost entirely over the Alleg'hallY 
region in these states. The little settlements about Detroit have extended amI spreael along the shore of lake Erie, 
until they have joined tllOse in Ohio, The frontier line in Oltio has crept northward and westward, leaving only the 
northwestern corner of the state nlloccllllied. Population ha.'l spread northward from Kentucky and westward froln 
Ohio into southern 'Indiana, covering sparsely the lower third of that state. The groups of pOlmlation arOllncl St. 
Louis, which at the time of the previous census were enjoying a, rapid growth, have extended widely, making a, 
jllnction with the settlements of Kentucky and Tennessee, along- a broad belt in southern TIJinois; following the main 
water-courses, population has gone many scores of miles up the MissiSSippi and the Missouri rivers. The settlemeuts 
in Alabama, which, up to this time had been very mllch l'etal'Clc(1 by the Creeks, were ra.pidly reinforce(1 and extended, 
in consequence of the victory of General Jackson oYer tbis tribe and the snllseqllent cession of portions of this territory. 
Illlmigration to Alabama has alremly become conSiderable, and in a short time tbe whole central portion of 
the state, embracillg a large part of the region drained by the Mobile river and its branches, will be covered by 
settlements, to extend northward and efiect a junction with· the Kentucky and Tennessee settlements, amI 
westward acrOSS the lower part of Mississippi, until they meet the Louisiana settlements. In Georgia the Cherokees 
and the Creeks still hold settlement back along the liue of the Altamaha river. There are, however, scatterecl 
bodies of population in various parts of the state, though of slllall extent. In Louisiana we note a gracIuul increase 
of the extent of redeemed territory, which appears to have been limited almost exactly by the borders of the alluvial 



XVI INTRODUOTION-DISCUSSION OF THE POPULATION. 

region. In Arkansas the settlements, which we saw at 1810 at the mouth of the Arkansas river, have extencled np 
tile bottom lands of that riyer and of the Mississippi, forming a body of' population of consic1erable size .. Beside 
these, a small body is found in the southern-central part of the state, at the southeastern base of the hill region, 
anc1 anotlwr in the prairie region in the northern part. 

The frontier line now has a length of 4,100 miles, em bracing an area, after taking ont all the unsettled regions 
incluue(1 between it, the Athtntie, and the Gu1f, of 504,517 square miles, all lying between 29':) 30' amI 450 30' north 
latitude, and between-6io and 930 45' west .longitude. Outside the frontier line u,re some bodies of population OIl 

the Arkansas, White, and Washita rivers, in Arkansas, as before noted, as well as some small bodies in the 
northwest. Computing these at 4,200 fiquare miles in the aggregate, we have a total settled area of' 508,717 square 
miles; the aggregate VOlmlation being 9,0:33,822, and the average dlmsity of settlement 18.9 to tlle square mile. 

IS30. 

In the decade i'eOln 1820 to 1830 other territorial changes have occnrreel. III the early part of the decade the final 
transfer of Florida from Spanisltjnrisdiction was effected, amI it became a territory of the United States. Missouri 
has been carved ii'om the SOlltlleastern part of the oltllVIissouri territory, and admitted as a state. Othenvise tllG 
states and territories have l'emaine(1 neal'ly as before. Settlement during the decade has again spread greatly .. Tho 
westward extension of the fi.'ontier cloes not appear to bave been so great as in some former periods, the energies of 
t11e peoplo being mainly given to filling UIJ t11e inclu~lel.1 areas. In other tiOl'ds, the decade from 1810 to 1820 seeUlS 
to have been one rather of blocldllg' out work which the sllceeeding decade has been largely occupied in completing. 

During this period tho Indians, especially in the south, have still delayed settlement to a great extent. The 
Oreel,s anu the Oherokees in Georgia a1lll.Alabama, and the Ohoctaws and the Chickasaws in Mississippi, occupy large 
areas of the best l)Ortions of those states, and successfully resist encroachment upon their territory. Georgia, 
however,lms witnessed a large increase in settlement during the decacle. The settlements which have heretofore been 
staid on the liue of the Altamaha spread westward across the central portion of the state to its western boullllary, 
where they luwe strnck against the barrier of the Creek tel'citory. Stopped at this point, they have moved sonth ward 
down into the sout11west corner, and over into Florida, extending' even to the Gulf coast. Westward they have 
sil'ctehed across the southeru part of Alabama, and join eel that body of settlement wbich was previously formed in 
the drainage-basin of the Mobile river. The Louisiana settlements have but slightly increased, and no great chang'c 
appears to have taken place ill Mississippi, owing lu,rgely to the cause above noted, viz, the occupancy of the soil 
by Indians. In Arlmnl:1as the spread of settlement has been in a stmnge and fragmentary way. A line Teaches 
from Louisiana up the Arkansas river to the state line, where it is stopped abruptly by the bounc1ar:y of the ItH.lian 
territory. It extenus up the Mississippi, a.nd joins the great bOlly of population in Tennessee. A branch extends 
northeastward from neal' Little Rock to the northern portion of the state. All these settlements within'Arlwllsas 
territory arc as ~'et very sparse. In Missouri the principal extension of settlement has been in a broad belt np the 
Missouri river, rm.ching to the present site of Kansas City, at tIle month of the Kansas river, where quito a dense 
body of popnll1tiollappears. Settlem811t has l)1'ogressed in Illinois, from the J.\{ississiP11i river eastward [tlld 
nortllwar(l, coyering 1110re than half the state. In Imliana it has followed up the Wabash river, and theuce has 
SIll'ead until it reaches nearly to the north line of the I':lbte. But little of Ohio remains unsettled. The sparse 
settlements about Detroit, ill lHichigan territory, hONe broadcned out, extending iuto the interior of the state, while 
'isolatecl patches have appem'ell in varions other localities. 

Turning to the more densely settle(l l1arts of tlle country, we find that settlement is ~lowly making its wfI,y 
northwfLrcl in ]'rIaine, althongh discouraged by the povert,y of the soil HmI the severity of the climate. The unsettled. 
tract in northern New York is decreasing', but very slowly, as is also the case with the ullscttlecl area in northern 
Penllsylvania. In western Virginia the unsettled tracts l1re rednced to almost nothing, while the v~tCallt region in 
eastcl'll Tennessee, on the Cumberland platl3an, is l'ltpidly diminishing. , 

At this date, 1830, the frontier line has a length of 5,300 miles, and the aggregate area now embraced between 
the ocean, the Gulf, amI the frontier line is 725,406 square miles. Of this, however, not less than 97,389 square 
miles are comprised witbin the included vacant tracts, leaving' only 628,017 square miles as the settled area. within 
the frontier line, all of which lies between h1titude 290 15' amI 460 15' north, and between longitncle 670 an<.1 950 

west. 
Outside the body of continuous settlement are no longer found large grotll)S, but several small J.)atcbes of 

popuLation appear in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, :Michigan, and Wisconsin, aggregating 4,700 square miles, making' I), 

total settled area, in 1830,., of 632,717 square miles. As the aggregate population is 12,866,030, the averago 
density of settlement is 20.3 to the square mile. 

1840. 

Dnrillg the decade ending in 1840 tIle state of lVIichigan bas been created with its present limits, the remainder 
of the old territory l)eillg lmown as Wisconsiu territory. Iowa tel'l'itory has been created from a 'l)Ortioll of 
:Missouri territory, embracing the present state of Iowa aml the western part of l\Iinnesota, and Arkansas has been 
admitted to the Union. 
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In 1840 we find, by examining the m.ap of population, tJlut the process of :filling up and completing the work 
~~(~~~~l. out ~etween 1810 anc11820. h~s been c~rried ,I>till further: From Georgi,a, Alalmmll, and ~1ississippi the 
. ee, Oleek, Ohoet[Lw, and Olnck,lsaw Inllmns, "lto, at the tlIne of the prcnous census, oceuplcrl large arcas 
l!l these states, and formed a very serious obstacle to settlement have been l'cmm'ccl to the Indian territorf 
and their country has been opened UI) to settlement. Within the t,,~o 01' three years which lUlye elapsed since th~ 
removal o~ these Indians, the lands relinquished lly them have been entirely taken np, and the country has heen 
covered WIth a comparatnTely uense settlement. In northern Illinois, the Sac and Fox and Pottawatomie tribes 
haYi,llg beel} removed to the Indian territory, tileir country ilas been promptly taken up, and we Bud now settlemGut:; 
carncd over the whole extent of Indiana, Illinois, and across l\1iehigan illlU \ViSCOllSiu as' far north as tlw 43d 
pnrullel. Population has crossed the Mississippi river into Iowa territory, and occnpies It broad l)clt up nnd down 
th.ltt stream. In Missouri the settlements have spread IlorthwarcI from tbe Missonri riYer nearly to the hOllndar,\' 
of the state, and southward till they cover most of the soutllerll portion, and make connectiou ill two places with 
the settlements of Arkansas. Tile nnsettle(l area found ill soutllOl'll Missouri, togetllCr with that in northwestel'll 
Arkansas, is due to thB hilly and .ruggeel nature of the countQ', and to the po\'erty of the soil, a::; compared with 
the deb. prairie lmlds all around. Ill: Arkansas the set.tlements remain sparHc, amI have spread wirIelr away from 
the streams, coyering' much of the prairie parts of the state. There is, beside the area innortllWestern Arkamms just 
mentioned, a large' area in the nortileastern part of the state, eompl'ised almost entirely witbill the allm'ial regions 
of the St. Francis river, .and also one in the sout.hern portion, extending oyer into northern Louisiana, which is 
entireI,Y ill tile fel'tile prairie sectioll. The fourth unsettled region lies in t.he soutlHYest part of the Htate. 

III the older states we Hote a gradual decrease in the ullsettled areas, as ill Maine and in New York, III 
llorthel'll PcnllsyhT!lnia the nnsettlecl section has entirely disappeared. .A small portion of the unsettled lIattlt 
011 the Onmberlaml plateau stm remains. In sontllCl'll Georgia the Okeefenokce swamp awl the pine uarren!; 
a(ljncent have thus fiLl' repelle(I settlement, altilougb population has increased ill I<'iol'ida, passing entirely around 
this area to thn south. The greater part of FloriLla, IlOwever, indudillg nearly all the peninsula and sen~ral large 
areas along' the Gulf coast, still remains witllont settlement. This is doubtless due, hl part to the nature of the 
cOllntry, ueing alternately swamp and hummock, amI in part to the hostility of the Semiuole Indians, who still 
ocenpy ncarly all of t]lO peninsula. 

'1'he frontier liue in 1840 has a length of 3,:303 miles, This shrinking in it::; length is lIne to its rectiikatioll on 
the north west and southwest, owing to the filling out of the entire interior. It incloses an area of OOO,GiJS i-ifjuare 
miles, all lying uetween Ilttitndc 2!Jo and 4Go 30' north, and longitude (liO and 9.:;0 BO' west. The vacant tracts 
IHwc, as Hotel1 above, c1eereasrd, nltilough they are still quite considerable in Missonri !lnd Arlwnsas. The total 
area of the vacant tracts is fJ[),51G square miles. The settled area outside the frontier line i::; notably small, anel 
amounts, in the aggregate, to ouly 2,150 miles, maldng tile entire settled area 807,2fJ2 square miles in 1840. The 
aggr('gatc popUlation heing 17,06fJ,453, the aver~ge density is 21.1 to the square mile. 

I 

Between 1810 and 1850 the limits of our country IHtve becn further extended by the annexation of the state of 
TexaR and of territory acquired from lVIexico by the treaty of' Guadalupe Hidalgo. The states of Iowa, Wisconsin, 
amI FI o rill n, 1111\'e lJeen admitted to the Union, and the territories of l\1innesob, O1'06011, and Xc,," l\Iexico hu,·c lJcen 
ereate(l, ..A 11 examination of tlw mallS show"S tbat the frontieI' linc baH cbange(l ycry little l1uring' tllii; Ilecadl'. At 
the western border of Arkansas the extension of settlement is peremptorily limited by the boullllary of tbe Indian 
territory; IHl(~, enrionsly cuong'h also, the western boundary of l\IiHsonri 1lUt8 almost a complete stop to all settlement, 
110twithstnnr1ing that some of the most; densely populated lJOrtiol1s of the state lie directly OIl that lJOuwhry. 

III Iowa. settlements have matIe some ftllyunce, ll1o,ing np the l\IiSSOllTi, t1le Des :Moine::;, aJl(1 other riYerR. 
'The settlements in Minnesota at and about St, Panl, which appeared in 18.!O, are greatlyextendell up amI dow1l tbe 
Mi:,siRsippi river, while other scattering bodies of populatioll appl'ar in northern "\Yis('ollsin. In the southern part 
of tho MiLte settlemen t lHls made con sid era hie ad nLllcc, especially in a llortlwaHterll c1ireetiull, toward Greell lJay. 
In lVIiehigall the cllange has heen yery slight. 

'l'Lll'lling to the sonthwest W(~ find Texas, for the first time on the map of the UnitecI States, with a considerable 
extellt of settiell1ellt; in genera,], however, it is very sparse, most of it l.ying ill the pastern part of th~ state, and 
being largely dependent upon the grazing illdustry. 

The included uusettlecl arcus now arc Y('ry small and few ill llluuber. There still remains one ill southern 
Missouri, in the hilly country; a, small one in northeastern Arkansas, in the HWftrnpy and allunal region; an~l one in 
tltC'simil!tr country in the Yazoo bottOlll-lands. Along the coast of Florida are found two patches of consHlerahle 
size, whieh are confined to tile swampy coast regions. Tho sarno I:> the case along t1w coast of Louisiana. Tho 
q.Hll'Se settlements of Texas arc also interspersed with scveral p,ltclws devoitl of settlement. It~ southern Georgia 
tlto lal''''o vacant, flpaee heJ'etofore noted, exten<1illg also iuto northern FIOl'i<1a, has entirely disappearut an(l the 
Flori<la"'sottlcm<lllts have already reached southward to a cOllsi<lerable dh;tanee in the pellil1imla, being now frce to 
exteml without fear of hostile Seminoles, the greater part of whom ]m,'c lJecn rCllloycrl to the Indian territory. 

II I' 
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The frontier line which now extends around a considerable part of Texas and issues on the: Gulf corist at. tho 
mouth of t.he Naeced river is 4 500 miles in length. The aggregatc area included by it is 1,005,213 square lm~es, 
from which deduction is t~ be ~ac1e for vacant spaces~ in all, Oi,339 square miles. The isolatetl, settlements Iymg 
outside this body in the western part of the country amount to 4,775 square miles. 

But it is no longer by a line drawn around from the St. Oroix river to the Gulf of J'Ifexico that we embrace all 
the pOlJUlation of the United States, excepting only a few outlying posts and small settlements. We may n~w, [['om 
the Pacific run a line arountl 80000 miners and adventurers, the pioneers of more than one state of the Umon soon 
to arise on'that coast. 'Tliis boely of settlement has been formed, in the main, since the acquisition of th(', territory 
by the United States, amI, it migIlt even be said, witIlin the last year (1849-'50), elating from the tlis90very of gold 
in Oalifornia. TIlese settlements maybe computed rudely at 33,600 square miles, making a totltl area of settl?ment. 
a~ tliat date of D7!J,24D square miles, the aggregate llopnlation being 23,191,870, and the average denSIty 01-
settlement 23.7 to the square mile. 

1860. 

Between 1850 and 18GO the territorial chang'cs' noted are as follows: The strip of A.rizona and New J\fl'xieo. 
south of the Gila river has beeu acquired from 1VIcxico by the Gadsden purchase (1853); MinnGsota territory lws 
been adlllittetl as a state; Kansas and Nebraska territories have been formed from parts of Missouri territory; 
California and Oregon have been admitted as states, while, in the unsettled parts of the Cordiller~Ln region, two 
llew territories (Utah and "Washington) have been formed out of parts of that tetra incognita which we bought 
from France as a part of Lonisiana., and of that which we acquirell by conquest from .Mexico. At this date we note 
the first extension of settlements beyond the line of the Missouri rivel;. The march of settlement np the slope of 
the great plains has begun. In Kansas amI Nebraska population is now found beyond the !J7th meridian. Texas 
Ilas filled up even more rapidly, its extreme settlements reaching- to the 100th meridian, while the gaps noted at tho 
date of the last census have all been filled bJT population. The incipient settlements about St. Po,ul, in Minnesota, 
huve grown like JonaMl gourd, spreading in all directions, aml forming a bl'oatl band of union with the nULin body 
of settlement (lown the line of the Mississil)pi river. In Iowa settlements have crept steadily northwestward along 
tlie course of the drainage, until the state is nearly covered. :I!'ollowing up the l\li.ssollri, population has l'eaehctl 
out into the southcastern corner of the present area of Dakota. In ",Visconsin the settlements hUNe 111ov(3(1 aii 
least one clegree farther north, while in the lower peni]}sllh~ of :Michigan they have spread up the lake shor(ls~ 
11early encircling it on the side Ilext Jake Michigan. On the uPl)er peninsula the little settlements which appe~"rOll 
ill 1850 in the copper region OIl l{eeweenaw point have extended amI increased greatly in density as tIm!; mining 
interest has deyeloped in value. In northern New York there is, aplmrently, no change in the unsettled area. III 
northern Maine we note, for the first time, a decided movement towartl the settlement of its unoccupied territory, 
in the e.xtension of the settlements on its eastern and northern bOI'der up tIle St. John river. The ullsettled regious 
in southern Missouri, northeastern Arkansas, and northwestern JHississippi have become sparsely (lovered hy 
llopulation. Along the Gulf coast there is little or no change. Tbere is to be noted a slight extension of settlement 
south ward in tIle lleninsula of Florida. 

The frontier liue now measures 5,300 miles, and embraces 1,126,518' square miles, lying between latitude 280 :10' 
and 470 30' north, amI between longitude 670 ancl 990 30' west. From this dellnctioll should be matle 011 account 
of vacant spaces, amourting to 39,139 squal'c miles, found mainly in New York aml along the Gulf eoast. Tho 
outlying settlements beyond the 100th meridian are now numerous. They inclmle, among others, a strip extelHling 
far up the Rio Grande in Texas, embracing 7,475 square miles (Eli region given over to tIle raising of shcOIl), whilo 
tlie Pacific settlements, now comprising one sovereign state, are nearly three times as extensive as at 18130, 
embracing D!J,900 square miles. The total area of settlement in 18GO is thus 1,194,754 square miles; the aggregate 
population is now 31,443,3:31, and the average density of settlement 26.3 to the square mile. 

lS70. 

During the decade from 1800 to 1870 a number of territorial changes bave been effected in tIle ex(;rcmo w·cst. 
Arizona, Colorado, Dakota, Idaho, :Montana, Nevaua, anti Wyoming have been organized as territories. lCansns, 
Nebraska, amI Nevada ha-ve been admitteu as stateR. West Virginia has been cut off from the mother conUl1onweaHh 
and mude it separate state. 

In 1870 we note a gradual and steady extension of the frontier line westwartl over the great plains. Tho 
nnsettled areas in Maine, New York, and FlorWa Ila\'e not greatly diminished, bnt in lVIichigan the extonsion of 
the lnmber int~rests northward and inward ~rom the hLl\e shore has reduced considerably the unsett.lecl portion. On 
the ~pper penlllsul~ the settlements ~aye lllcreased somewhat, owing to the cliscoyery of the rie:!l iron depolSits 
destllled to play so Importa.nt a part in the manufacturing industry of the country. 

. S.ettlement has ~preatl westward to. the boundary of the statc iu southern :Minnesota, and up the Dig Sioux 
1'1ycr III southeastern Dakota. Iowa is entirely l'eclaimed, excepting a small area of perhaps a thousand S(}UUl'O 
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ITS DISTRIBUTION IN 1880. XIX 

miles in its northwestern corner. Through Ko,nsas ancl Nebraska the frontier line has moved steadily westward . , 
following in gen('ral the courses of the larger streams and of tIle neWly-constructed railroads. The frontier in Texas 
has changecl bnt little, that little consisting of a general westward movement. In the Oordilleran l'egion settlements 
have extended but slowly. Those upon the Ptwific coast show little change, either in extent or in density. In 
short, we see everywhere the effects of the war in the partial stoppo,ge of the progress of development. 

The settlements in the west, beyouel the frontier line, have arranged themselves mainly in t4ree belts. The 
most eastern of these is located in central Oolorado, New Mexico, ancl Wyoming, along the eastern base of and 
among the Rocky mountains. To this region settlement was first attracted in 1859 and 1860 by the discovery of 
mineral deposits, aud has beeu retained by the l'ichness of the soil and by the abundance of water for irrigation, 
which have I)l'Omoted tile agricultural industry. 

The second belt of settlement is that of Utah, settle(l in 18<17 by the Mormons fl.eeing from lllinois. This 
community then differed, and still differs, ra.dically from that of the Rocky mountains, being essentially agricultural, 
milling having beelldiscountenancecl from the first by the church authorities, as tending to fill the" Promised Land" 
with Gentile adventurers, and thereb~r imperil Mormon institutions. The settlements of this group, as seen on the 
map for1870, extenclfrom southern Idaho southward through central Utah, and along the eastern base of the Wahsatch 
range into northern Arizona. They consist mainly of scattered hamlets and small towns, about w~ich are grouped 
the fhrms of the communities. 

The third strip is that in the Pacific states and territories, extenmng from Washington tefritory southward t(l 
southern Oalifornia and eastward to the system of "sinks'" in western Nayada. This group of l)Opulation owes its 
existence to the mining industry, the moving cause in nearly all westward migrations. Origimtted in 1840 by a 
"stampede" the like of wbich the world hacl neyer before seen, it has grown by successin~ impulses as new fields 
for rapid money-getting have been developed. Latterly, however, the value of this region to the agriculturist has 
been recognized, and the character of the occnpations of the peOlJle is underg·oi.ng a marked change. 

These three great western groups comprise mne-tenths of the pOlmlittiol1 west of the frontier line. The remainder 
is scattered about in the valleys and the mountains of Montana, Idaho, and .Al'izona, at military llOsts, isolatecl 
mining camps, aud on cattle rancbes. 

The frontier line in 1870 embraces 1,178,068 square miles, all between 270 15' and 470 30' north latitude, and 
between 670 and 090 45' west 10ngitUlle. From tbis, however, deduction is to be made of 37,730 sqlUtre miles, on 
account of interior spaces containing no population. To what remains we must adclll,810 s quare miles on account 
of settlell tracts east of the 100th meridian, lying outside of the frontier line, anc1120,100 sqnare miles on aCCOl1nt of 
settlements in the Cordilleran region auel on the Pacific coast, making the total area of settlement for 1870 not less 
than 1,272,230 square miles, the aggregate population being 38,558,371, and the average densHy of settlement 
30.3 to the square mile. 

1880. 

In tracing the history of the settlement of onr conntry we are now broug'ht down to the latest censns, that of 
1880. DlU'ing the decade just past Colomdo has been addeel to the sisterhood of states. The first point that 
strikes us in examining the map showing the areas of settlement at this elate, as compareel with lJrevions ones, is 
the great extent of territory which has been brought uncleI' occnpation dnring the past ten years. .Not only has 
settlement sprcad wC8t\\ard oyer large areas in Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, and Texas, thus moving the frontier 
line of the main body of settlement westward mallY scores of miles, but the isolated settlements of tile Oordilleran 
region and of the Pacific coast show enormous accessions of occnpied territory. 

The migration of farming' population to the northeastern part of lVIaine has widened the settled area to a marked 
extent, probably more than has been done dur~ng· any previous decade. The Y[lcn,nt spltce in the Adirondack region 
of northern New York has been lessened in size, an(l its limits reduced practically to the actnal mountain tract. 
The most llotable change, however, ju New England and the middle states, inclndillg Ohio and. Indiana, has been 
the increase in (lensity of llopulntion and the migration to cities, with the consequent increase of the m:ban 
population, as indicated by the number and the size of the spots representing these cities llpon the map. Throughout 
the southern states there is to be noted, not only a general increase in the llensity of popUlation and a decrease of 
unsettled areas, but a greater approach to uniformity of settlemeilt throughout the whole region. The unsettled 
a£ca of the peninsula of FIOlicla has decreasecl decidedly, while the vacant spaces heretofore seen along the upper 
co~st of Florida and Louisiana have entirely disappeared. Although the Appalachian mountain system is still 
distinctly outlined by ib, g-enera11ighter color on the map, its density of populatiou more nearly approaches that 
of the country on the east an(l on tbe west. In Michigan there is seen a, very decided increase of the settlecll'cgion. 
Settlements have not only snrroumled the head of tbe lower pcninslll.a" bnt they len,Ye only a very small body of 
unsettled cO\1ntry in tile interior. In the upper peninsula the c01)por and tlle iron interests, and the railroads 
which sLlbserve them, have people.ll qnite a large extent of territory. In Wisconsin the uIlsettled area is mpidly 
decreasing as raih'oads stretch their arms out over tile vaeant tracts. In Minnesota and in eastern Dakota, the 
building of railroads, and the clevelopment of the latent capabilities of this region in the cultivation of wheat, 
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hfwe emlSed it rapid flow of setjilement, and now the frontier line· of l)Opnlation, instead of returning to lake 
J\1jehig:wl as i.t <lill ten yeftrs agol meets tbe boundary linc of the British possessious west of the 07th mel'illian. 
The settlemonts in Kansas t"1wl Nebmska Luwe made great strides 0\'01' the plains, reaching at severnl})oints the 
bOl1ntlary of the lmmill region, so that their westwani extension beyond this point is to be governed hereafter uy 
the supply of water in the streams, .As a llflttU'nl resnH, we see settlements following these streams inloJlg ribbons 
of populatioll. In NebraskfL these narrow ve1ts 1111"0 l'nf1ched tIle western boundary of the state at two points : 
Olle upon tue South Platte, antI the other npon the H.epublicl!1J river.. III Kansas, too, the settlements uave followelI 
the Kausas dYel' amI its branches and the .Arkansas llearly to the western bonndary of the state. Texas also bas 
malie great Htl'illefi, l)ot.h ill the extension of the frontier line of settlement und in the increase in the density of 
popn.J.a.tion, dllO both to tue building of railroads and to the development of the cattle, sheep, an!l agricnlt1l1'ul 
interests. ~'ho 11e:wJT population in the prairie l)OrtiollS of the 8ta,te is explained b,Y the railro ads which now traverse 
them. III Dakota, besille the ttgricu1turnl regioll, ill the easterll part of the territory, we note the formation of a botly 
of settlement ill the Black Hills, ill the southwest corner, which, ill 1870, was !t part of thc reservation of the Sioux 
Indians, 'fhi;;; settlement is tlte resnlt of the discovery of valuuble gold deposits. In Montaul1 there apllenrs a 
great GxtOJll3iOll of the settled arefL, which, as it is IDf1inly dn!} to agrioultural interests, is found chiefly along the 
courses of tlJe stremns. Mining' has, howover, pbyed not a small part in this incrcase in settlement. ldnho, too, 
shows a decicle<l growth frolll the same Cltusea. 1'110 small settlements which, ill 1870, were locate<1 about Boise 
City, aud near the lil(mth of' the Clearwator, lJrwe now extended their areas to Hlany hundreds of square miles. 
The settlement in the southeasterIl comer of the t:~l'ritory is almost purely of 1\formons, nnd has not malle a marked 
increase, 

Of all the states and tewitorics of the Cordi lleran region Colorado has made the greatest stride during the 
decacle. From a narrow strip of settlement, cs:tellllillg' along the immelliate base of the Rocky mountaills, the belt 
has increasell so that it comprises the whole moun tain region, beside a great extension outward upon the plains. 
'rilis increase is the l'csliit of t.he di8covcry of vcry extensive mul very rich mineral deposits about· IlcmlYille, 
producing a "st~unpe<le" se(1)llCI only to that of ' .. I:!) amI '50 to Oalifornia. Miners Imye sllreacI over the whole 
mOLlntain region, tilt every range allli ridge swarms with them. New Mexico shows but little cuange, although the 
recent extension of 1'lIill'oads in the territory and the opening up of mlueral resources will, no clouM, in the near 
fttture, add hU'g'ely to its })opnll"ttion. Arizona, too, although its Gxtellt of settlement has increased somGwl.H1t, is but 
jnst commencing to enjoy a1>e1'io(l of r:1llid development,. owing' to the extension of railroads and to the snppression 
of llOstile Il1llitU1S. Utah presents us with a case clissimilar to any other of the territories-a case of stea!ly, 
regnLl1' growth, tIne almost entirely to its fLgric111tnraI capal)ilities, as was notecl above.· This is due to the policy 

. of the 1\101'111011 church, which lJas steauily lliseountenancell milling' and Sl)eculation in all forms, and has encomage(l 
jn eyCl'Y way agricnltlll'ul pursuits. Nevaela shows a slight extension of settlement, dnemainly to the gradual 
increase in the agl'icnltl1l'al interest. TIle milling industry is probably not llloTefionrishing at present in this state 
than it was ten ;relLrs ago, and the l)ol'mlation dependent upon it is, if anything, less in number. In California, as 
the attention of the peoph~ has lleeome devoted mOl'll antI more to a.gricultnral pursnits, at the expense of the milling 
and cattle im1ustries, we note a tt'nueucy to a more even distribution of the inhabitants. The population in SOllle 
of the milling regions has Lleereascll, while over the area of the great valley, and ill the fertile valleys of the Ooast 
ranges, it has increasell. In Or3g'on the increase lws been main1y in the section east of the Cascalle range, a region 
drnJned by tue Des Ohutes and the John Day rivers) and by the smaller tributaries of the Snake, a region which, with 
the COl'l'eSl)omling section iii \¥ ashington tOl'l'itory) is now corning to the front as a wheat·producing district. In 
most of the settled portions here s110kcn of irrigation is not 'necessary for the cultivation of crops, and cOIlseqnent,ly 
the possibilities of the region ill the direction of agricultural development are very great. In vVnshingtoll territory, 
which ill 1870 had been scarcely tOllchc(l by immigration, we fillll the yalley west of the Cascade lUollntftins' 
tolerably wen settlecl throughont, wllile tue stream of settlement hi)'s ponrecl np the Columbia into the valleys of 
the Walla v'lalla. and the Snake rivers and the grca.t plain of the Columbia, induced thither by the facilities for 
mi~illg cattle and by the great proflts or wheat cultivation. 

'The length of the frontier line in 1880 is 3,337 miles. The arca mclude!lbetween the frontier line, the Atlantic 
and the Gulf coast, and the llortbern bounrlm'y is 1,308,045 square miles, Ising betwMn 260 and 400 llorth latitude 
and 070 aU(11020 west longitude. From this mtlst be deducted, for unsettled areas, as follows: 

Square miles. 
l'oIninc .. " __ •. ,. __ . _ .... _. __ ................ '" '" ..•...•. __ .. '" ......... ____ . __ . __________ •.••••••. __ . __ 12, 000 
New York ............. __ .......................... __ ' __ •• _. ____ .... __ ...... ____ " __ .... __ •• " .......... __ 2,200 
l'oIicltig(ln ...... ____ ...... __ • ~ ........ ________ .... __ ................ __ ............ __ .... __ '. __ ....... _ ..... 10,200 
\Yisconsin __ ' ." ........... , ............. __ .... , .............. __ ... '" ........ __ .......... __ ......... ____ . 10,200 
lIIinncsotn ........ __ ........ __ •.••..••. __ •.• " ................... __ ..................... __ .. •. .. .. .... .... 34, 000 
li'lol'iulh ... __ ......... __ •.•••. __ ............. __ ... __ • ____ ........................................ __ ........ 20,800 

making a total of 80,400 square miles, leaving 1,309,545 square miles. 
To this must be added the isolated areas of settlement ill the Oordilleran region and the extent of settlement 

on the Pacific coast, which amount, in the aggregate, to 260,025 sqnare miles, making a total settled area of 1,560,570 
square milos, The population is 50,155,783, and the average (lensity of settlement 32 to the square mile. 
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CHARACTER OF THE UNSETTLED REGIONS. XXI 

V AOANT SP AOES ON THE MAP OF POPULA.TION. 

·Within the settled portions of the United States are seVl_'ral areas wllich, for various reasons, have thus far 
remained unset.tled. There are also areas which, though long ago, perhaps early in our 11istory, were occupied by 
inhabitants, remain sparsely settled, notwithstancling the vast illcrease of population in tbe gcnerall'egions in whic11 
they are situated. The former have been enumerated above. It may be instructive to glmlCc at them in lletail, in 
order to discover tile reasons why settlement has passell them by. 

The lIortbern portion of Maine, comprising 12,000 t3qnare miles, or about two·fiftlls of the area of the state, is 
practically witllout settlement. The only inhabitants of tuis region are the occnpants of logging-camps, "Tho remain 
there onl.Y in the winter, and a handful of enterprising summer tourists. The country is a donse forest, mainly leyel, 
but diversified here and there by hills, which in a few instances rise to the dignity of Illoulltaills. It is traYerse(l 
by 111llnerOUS small streams, strung upon wllich are lllany lakes and lakclets, the whole formillg a, most complimLtctl 
system of water cOIllIlllmicatioll,. navigable, however, only by canoes, owing to llUlllerous falls an(l rapids. -

The climate is severe, alld this, addeu to the poverty of the soil and the labor involved in clearing it for 
agrieultnre, has prevented its occupation while rieh farming lanns can be obtu,ined for the f1sking in the west. 
Another, and slightly more remote, canse has operated, to a considerable extent, in preventing the spread of 
settlement in this state. This 'is the decline in ship-huillling, especially of WOOLlen vC8sels-bnsilless in which tl1is 
state wnslargely interested. TlJis has not only checked HIO general prosperity of the state, hut has injnred the lumber 
business greatly. During recent years there has been a slight movement into this region. A line of settlement has 
extended up the eastern bOl'ller of the state, and this is now spreatling very gradually westward. It is safe to predict, 
however, that 110t until all that part of the prnh'ie country whiclllies east of the limit of the a,ritl region shall IU1Ye 
beon settled WiUl)Opnlation move clecilledly toward this sectioll. . 

A second section wllich has thus far defied settlement is the AdiroJlllack l'egion. TlJis presents very serion~ 
obstacles to settlement-so serious that the central portion of it remains to-day without inhabitants. It consists of 
a group of mountains, stalHling in short, parallel ranges or ridges, trending, ill general, northeast amI southwest. 
These mountains rise to heights of 4,000 to 5,000 feet, a few peaks exceellillg the latter figures. The valleys are 
all at a considerable elevation. On the east the mouutains descend auruptly to lakes George and Ohamplain ; 

• on the west, they fall ofl:' into a sort of plateau, (lxtenlling towi.tl'll the St. Lawrence and lake Ontario. On the 
north amI south the ridges fall off gradually to the lower country. '!'he whole region is dense1y covereclwith 
forests. It is waterell by numerous mountain torrents, wlJile the YlLlleys and the plutean 011 the west are dotted 
with numberless lakes awl pomls. The elevl1tion and the consequently seyero climate of the yalleys, nml tlJe 
country immediately adjacent, arc such as to disconrage, if not to preclude, a,gl'icnltul'c. 

Elsewhere in the Aplmlachian region there are no unsettled areas of sufficiont magnitUde to be represented on 
onr map, although in lllany localities the 1)Opulation is very sparse. In Pennsylvania the nalTOW ridges of this 
s,rstem are covered witlt cmtl and iron miners; in Virginia the grain. fields extend to Hn(l over their summits; in 
North Oar6lina amI Tennessee the high monntains are without settlements) owing to their rugged character and 
their grettt elevation. But these areas, althongh large in the aggregate) are severally vcry small. 

In northern Michigan and Wiscousin the case is not dissimilar to that of northern l\:[aine. These are regions 
of he,Lvy forest, lying far to the north, under a severe climate. Settlement has, to a certain extent, passed them b~', 
following westward the belt of 01)en, fertile pmirie. But, 011 tI10 other hant1, immigmtioll to these states is still 
going on; the lumber business, which is here the l)ioneel' of settlement, is being actively prosecuted, aud every 
yoar settlemout is closing in upon the:;e vamwt spaces, aUlI their area, is com;tantly amI rapidly lliminishillg" 

Tile unsettled portion of IIlinllesota is uU(ler conditions somewhat similar. With the exception of the westerll 
part of the Heel H,iycr valley, the prairie portion of the state is now ocenpied, nnd settlements hlwe encroached to a 
considerable extont npon t.he regioll of forests. The llol'thern part of this unsettled regioll, unlike Wisconsin aUll 
]\Tichigall, is not occnpied by forests, but is covCTed with ~L scrnbby growth of baclunatack and other brush. A large 
pl'oportion of the surface is occnpied by lakes awl swamps. 

Another region of sparse settlement is fountl ill southern Georgia, including the Okeefe11okee swamp, and 
extending' thence northward. With the exception of the swamp, this section is covered with dense forests of 
sontherll pine,'growing on n. light, sanely soil, fOl'llling the well-known pine barrens. Of this swamp Professor It. H. 
Loughridge, formerly of Georgia, gives the followillg descrivtion: 

The swamp lies almost wholly in Georgin, amI is ahout 40 miles nOl'th anel soutll uy 30 cast ancl west. Its arca has bCOll roughly 
estimatec] at 500,000 acres. ItR elevation is 115 fee.t auonj tille, a low region borclering it on tlle cast, from which there iH a rnpid clesecut 
caHtwal'l1 to thc head of tide-water ou St. MarY'>lriver. Tho eastlwll p:trt oft-his !trlla is IllOdtly nn open l!tl,l', dOLtecl with slllall fiontillg 
islands, and (he sllrfaco of the water is l1m1er1aid llya denSlI iIWBS-)Jl/wk, so !lellse ns to bl'IH up It mll.n'll weight.. 'J'll() hltc llortioll is 12 
11u10s in willth; the western part is marshy und m()~tly covel'ecl with a dUllRO lludcl'growtill, matted togothl'r with lll'iem, lIlILking!tn 
impenetmblc t,hickct. There are several large i"lanrls 1101'3, t,hrco 01' four miles in lllngth by 01lC or two ill brcadth, covere(1 with talllllllg
leaf pille nnll smnll palmetto. On the west tllcrc is a. long strip of ll1Uilllll11cl, extending llorthward -iut,o the swamp, ImOWll as "The 
Pocket". On the north llnd northeast sides of the sWl~mp seveml streams enter it, while tho outlet, is 011 the west by the Suwanneo river. 
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A large proportion of the area of the peninsltla of Florida is practically without settlement. This appears to 
be due in part to tile direction of the general movement of popula,tion, which has been westward from Georgia and 
the Carolinas; in part to the want of good harbors, and other inducements to settle upon the coast, and tbus to 
create starting points for the settlement of the interior; but also, and very largely, to the fact that a considerable 
portion of the area is swamjJY and difficult of access, and, consequently, remote from markets. 

The peninsula is underlaid mainly by a limestone formation, geologically very recent. Its surface consists 
h1rgely ofllUmmocks amI ridges, alternating with belts and patches of swamI) and myriads of swampy lakes. The 
Eyerglades, which occupy an immense area in the southern I)Ortion of the peninsula, seem to be a culmination of 
the general characteristics of the peninsula, and the following description of them, from the pen of Professor E. A. 
Smith, illustrates the extreme of these characteristics: 

The Everglades, which form so singular a]](l unique a feature of Florida, may be described, in general terms, as consisting of a shallow 
1a]w of vast extent, occupyiug a basin or dopression in the limestone of the country. From surveys reccntly made, it is known that the 
wllole bed of thc Everglades has consider:able elevation abovo tho sea, so that the draining of this area is merely a question of tilllo and 
exponso. All the streams which flow from tho Everglades aro interrnllted by falls or rapids. The Caloo&ahatchee is navigablo by 
steamers to within ten miles of Lake Okeechobee, whoro tho rapids begin. 

Tho water over tho Evorglatlcs varies in depth from six inohes to as mallY feet, and teems with aquatic and semi-aquatic grasses and 
othor plants. From this maze of water and vogetation rise innumerable islands, containing from one acre to ono hundrcl1 acres of land. 
These is]amls are eoveroc1 with a growth of oypress, sweot ba~', crab wood, mastic, cocoa. pabus, cl}bbage palmetto, and livo an(l water 
aalrs, beneath which bloom flowers in almost elldlesR variety. Notwithstanding the shallowness of tho water in tho Everglades, and tho 
profuseness of the vegetation growing in it, it is oomparativoly pure and olear; and abounds in fisb, turtles, and alligators. Boars, 
panthers, wild-cats, an(l decr inllabitthe islands. 

Lake Okeechobec is about 50 miles long from northwest to southeast, aud apout 20 miles broad, aud from 8 to 20 fect deep.. Its 
northeastorn and eastern shores are skh:tod with a low hummock of red-bay, live oak, water oak, and other timber; its western and 
southwestern 8horo with a denso growth of saw-grass. 

'rho lake has 110 visiblo outlet, except as its watel'S soak through the Everglac1es, and the lands around tho lako can llevor bo made 
available till the waters are 10'Yered by artificial canals. 

The following tables summarize the above facts regarding the frontier line and the extent of the settled areas: 

Dato. 

1790 ....... 
1800 ....... 
1810 .•••••. 
1820 ....... 
1830 ....... 
1840 ....... 
1850 ....... 
1860 ....... 
1870 ....... 
1880 ....... 

TABLE 1. 

Extent of frontier. Extent of continuous Bettlement. 

Date. Returniug Resting on 
t.o the the Gulf North latitude. West longitude. 

Atlantic. of Mexico. 

Lin. ?ni/cs. Lin.1ni/c8. 
1790. •••••• 3,200 ............. 
1800....... 2, BOO ................... 
1810. •••••• 2,900 --_ .. ---_ .. _-
1820 ......... c ........ . 4,100 
1830 ................. .. 5,300 
1840 .................. . 3,300 
1850 .................. . 4,500 
1860 .. _ ............... . 5,300 
1870 ................. .. 5,700 
1880 .................. . a,337 

310 _450 

800 45' - 450 15' 
290 30'-450 15' 
290 3D' - 4 50 80' 
2!l0 15' _ 400 15' 
200 -46" 30' 
2.80 80' _400 80' 
280 30' -47" 30' 
270 15' _470 80' 
200 -49" 

070 _880 

670 _880 

070 -880 80' 
070 -930 45' 
Gio -950 

07Q _950 30' 
070 -99" 
Oi" -990 3D' 
070 -990 413' 
670 -1020 

TABLE II. 

ArOll in square milos. 

Arcacmbrnee(l Vacant tracts Sottled tracts Population. 
within tho withiu tho wlthoutfrun· Total nrelL of 
fL'Ontier. frontio1'. tier. settlemen~. 

220,085 .................. 18,850 289,985 3,929.214 
282,208 10,300 33,800 305,708 5,308,483 

.408,895 26,050' 25,100 407,0!5 7,239,881 
502,501 58,074 4,200 508,717 9,633,822 
723,400 97,389 4,700 632, 71~ 12,806,020 
900,658 95,516 2,150 807,292 17,069,453 

1,005,213 64,339 3S,375 979,240 23,191,876 
1,126,518 39,139 107,375 1,194.754 31,443.321 
1,178,OOR 37,789 131,910 1,272,239 88,558,871 
1,308,045 89,400 200,025 1,509,570 50,155,783 

cg * e 
~c~ 
~.p ttl 

~~: 
§,~:-j 
f~ =:::1 
~~ga 

-<j 

16.4 
17.4 
17.7 
18.9 
20.3 
21.1 
28.7 
20.3 
30.3 
32.0 

Owing to the great extension of the lower grade of settlement during the last decade, the average density of 
the population in the settletl area has increasetl but very little, in spite of the great increase of population. 

.. 
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THE SETTLED AREA IN 1880. XXIII 

Having thus gone through the sU(lcessive census years, tracing the conrse of the outside line of l)Opulation and 
estimating the settled area inclosed between this line and the OCCu,u, let ns now go back to 1790, and follow ont the 
movement of popnlat,ion along the several degrees of latitude, to note the relative rapidity and steadiness of 
advance within each belt of "territory. Owing to the difficulty of locating with lU'ecision the numerous small 
patches of llopulation in the Pacinc stutes and territories, these computations are rcstrictecl to the country east of 
the 100th meridian. 

Before the results of such computations can be satisfactorily stated, an explanation must be given of the metho(l 
followed. 

First. The successive parallels are taken as the central lines of zones half a degree wide; aml where any 
parallel passes through vacant spaces, any body of population lying within a quarter .degree, upon ei ther sille thereof, 
is refeneel thereto, after being rednced to the width of half a degree in latitude. Where a solitl body of population 
lies close up against a parallel on one side, however, no rednction is made on account of the absence of population 
on the other side. The only important exception to thc rule is in the case of the 34th parallel, where, after crossing 
the 94th meridian, it Tnns through the southern portion of tlle Indian territory, shortly above the northern line of 
Texas. As the absence of population as known to the census (Indians hl tribal relations not being recognized by 
the census law) from the line of this parallel in this l)art of its course is the result of express exclusion by treaty 
stipUlations the p011l1lation just below is not referred to it. 

Second. The starting l)oint on the coast is taken, not from the extreme end of ally cape or promontory upon 
which the 11arallel may chance to emerge from th~ Atlantic, but from the average projection of' the coast·line in the 
gencrailleighbol'hood of the parallel. In the case of Long' Island, the eastern half was taken to fill up the western 
end of the sonnd, and the 41st parallel was assumed, for the purposes of these compntations, to begin with 730 west 
longitude. 

Third. The northern lakes and all considerable bays were jumpeu, as also the British possessions when crossed 
by the parallels under measurement. 

Fourth. All spaces vacant of popUlation were sldl1ped, the same rnle being adopteu for measuring aml referring 
to paranels spaces which are not directly npon any parallel, as in the case of the populatetl areas J.ying above or 
below a parallel when passing through vacant spaces. . 

The measurements as to all extensive bodies of continuous settlement have been made wjt,h as much exactness 
as the scale of the mal) would allow. Where, however, only one or two small parcels of popUlation appear upon 
any parallel, as on the 31st for 1790 au(1 for 1800, the 28th at 1840, the 27th at 1800 anel in 1870, and the 26th aml 
27th and 48th and 49tll in 1820, these have been taken roundly, as it is not possible to el~termille with precision 
the periphery of such isolated settlements. The measnrements, therefore, have a far Iligller relative accuracy for 
the more ceutral parallels than for those at the extreme north or south. 

The result of the application of these rules to onr measurements is to give the populate<l areas i1long each 
parallel either in one continuous body or in several groups, as population is broken by foreign territory, by lakes 
or bays, or by large vacant spaces. C011solidating all such, however, and reducing all the popnlated spnces on 
each parallel to a continuous line, we have the following as the al'ea of settlement along tile successive parallels at 
each census from 1790 to 1880 : 

TABLE III. 

DegreOOfl 
1790. 1800. north 1810. 1820. 

1atituue. 
1880. 1840. 1850. 1860. 1870. 1880. 

------------ ------------
40 .•••••. ............ .......... .. - ...... - ... .............. •• 0 .. -- ..... .......... -- ......... . ............... ................. 37 
48 .•••••• ........... ............ .................. ~ .................. ............ ............... ............... .......... . ..... ~ ....... 56 
47 ....••. 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 131 200 291 
40 .••••• _ 0 0 0 0 15 20 50 125 230 385 
4:; .••.•.. 30 317 392 302 302 421 437 521 858 040 
44_ ••••• _ 220 2;;2 279 270 200 308 404 731 777' 874 
43_ •••••• 330 355 4-25 425 485 702 810 1,001 1,137 11 15G 
42 .•..• __ 234 375 50S 581 aUI 003 081 1,1·13 1,248 1,310 
41. ••••.. 238 300 471 548 G03 1,013 1,107 1,277 1,325 1,375 
40 ..•••.. 3[;8 371 584 G13 012 11 134 1,140 '1,220 1,252 1,376 
30 .•••••. 270 450 505 888 1,038 1,OJ3 1,043 1,168 1,224 I, B07 
38 ••••.•. 425 560 707 831 871 1,020 1.002 1,141 1,103 1,278 
37 .••.••• 344 GOG 700 746 707 902 1,018 1,018. 1.134 1,200 
36 •• _ .• _. 402 533 082 751 878 1,034- 1, om 1, om 1,05i 1,057 
35 .• _ .... 38·1 305 301 671) 901 076 1,030 1,030 1,030 1,030 
34 ....... 302 327 302 610 707 Dl0 938 \);;13 un8 938 
33 .•.•.•. liti 192 230 328 u54. 815 989 1.10~ 1,055 1,150 
32 ••••••. 30 114 227 507 742 703 929 1;023 1,008 1,100 
31 ••••••• 10 25 240 357 634 078 860 983 001 1,053 
30 ..•••• _ 0 0 150 180 323 373 725 785 7SG 709 
29 •••.••. 0 0 0 0 0 30 255 372 8172 414 
23 ••••••• 0 0 0 n 0 20 80 102 ).10 188 
27_ •••••. 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 25 25 47 
20 ...•••• 0 a 0 0 0 0 a 05 05 65 I 



XXIV INrrRODUOTION-DIsaUSSION OF THE POPULATION. 

In all this discnssion regarding tl1e l)opulation and the area of the United' States Alaska is intentionally omittetl. 
The 'white POllulMion of tl1e territory is very small. It is not, as yet, constituted even ~L territory of the Uuitetl 
States, a11(l its area remaius a matter of conjecture. The population and the resourc~s of this latest addition to anI' 
domain are now the subject of a special inYestigation by the Oensus Office. 

THE SETTLED AH,EA IN 1880. 

In the followillg tables are presented the results of compntl1tions relating to the densH,y of tl1e rural, as 
distinguisbed from the urban, population at the census of 1880, in comparisou with tile corresponding results of 
llreyiousenumetations. In this diseussion it is to be understood that all cities of S,OOO or more inhabitants are 
taken out of consideratiou, and, as explained preyionsly, in conneetion with the density maps, the deduction of 
the popuilltion of cities sometimes brings the county into 11 lower llolmlation group than at the preceding census, 
llotwithstanding the actual increase of population in both rnral and urban parts. Tlms we may suppose a connty, 
with au area of 400 sqnare miles, to Lave bad in 1870 a population of 20,000, its conntytowll 6,500 inhabitants. The 
couuty would. tberefore, if treated. as a wllole, fall into group 4; that is, the group having a density 4:5 to 00 to the 
I4qunre mile. In 1880, however, we will suppose tile population to have increased to 24,000, of wbich 8,500 are now 
fouud ill the comUy town, which thereupon becomes a city within onr definition, and is tberefore excluded from 
the mass of population. '1'11e county tben sinks into class 3; tlw,t 18, the grOllp having between 18 and 45 inhabitants 
to the square mile. Snell cases are, of conrse, few in number. Tile lowest grade of settlement taken for this 
disclIssion is that which contains a 110pnIl;ttion of 2 to the square mile. All the region outside this line may be 
regarded as l'l'actically unsettled territory, peopled, if at all, by a few scattering graziers, wandering lll'ospector8, 
lumbermen, 01' hanters. 

Upon the definition thus taken the settled area of 1880 is mainly C01111)ri8ed in one large body, stretcl1iug from 
the northern to the southern limits of the country, and from the Atlantic coast westward to the plains. In this 
body is comprisec1 95 per cent. of the total population of tile country, the remaincIer bdng' in detached bodies of 
compamtively snuill size, the most considerable beillg on the Pacific slolle, hI Oregon [1nel Oalifornia. 

'Within the great settled area in the eastern half of tl1e country there are, on the otl1er hand, seveml regions, 
already fully described, which are 11ractically unsettled; sucb, for instance, as tile northern part of Maine and the 
Adirondack region in nort.hern New York, the southern extremity of Florida, ancInortllern Michigan, Wisconsill, 
und }\1illnesota·. 

For purposes of discussion this region may be divided, according to density of l)Opnlatioll, into five classes, 
corres110nding to tbose upon the general density maps. These lue as follows: 

1. A popUlation of ii'om 2 to 6 to a square mile. 
2. From 6 to 18 to a square mile. 
3. From 18 to 45to It square mile. 
4. From 45 to 90 to a sqllare mile. 
O. 90 or more to a sqnare mile . 

. qf tilese gronps of I)Opnlation of different density, as they may be called, the first three inc1ica,te a, 

l1redominantly agricllltlU'al condition. Speaking- hroadly, agriculture in tbe United St!>ttes is not carried to such 
a IJoint as to afford employment and support to a population in excess of 45 to a S(luare mile; and, consequently, 
the fourth antl fifth groups do not appear with ns, except as trade am1 manufactures arise and tile classes l'enc1eriug 
11ersonal and professional services are multiplied. , 

Of the agricultural gronps, the first rel1reSents a very sparse I)Opulation, such as in our western country migl1t 
be sustainetl by the grazing indllstr;y, without any cultivation of the soil; and accordingly we find this group at the 
present time mainly along the frontier, in Florida, l\'fillnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Text1s, Oalifornia, Oolol'Utlo, Oregon, 
Nev.a<la, amI the territories. The 1100rest tillage regions also sink into tlds gronp, and heIHle we £inclnot inconsiderable 
l)ortions of some of the oWer states in tbis class. In 1790, however, No.1 was the largest single group in what is 
now }\faine, ill New York, Pelllls;ylv~tni[1., South Carolina, and in wbat is now tile state of West Virginia. 

The second gl'onp-u to 18 illilabitants to the sqlw,re mile-indicates almost universally the existence of definNl 
farms or plantations and the systematic cultivation of tile gronnd, but this eitber in an early stage of settlement or 
upOl~ more or less rugged sOi], Thus we find this group. still largo in many of the western and soutllwestel'll states 
un<lm the mountainous regions of tile Atlantic slope. In 1700, however, this gronp far exceeded. hl area Nos. :3, 4, 
and 5 combined. 

The third gronp-lS to 45 to the square mile-almost universally indicates a highly snccessfiIl agriculture. 
Here anll there the presence of peUy mechanical industries raises a difficult farming or planting region into this 
group, but in general, where manufactures exist a,t all they induce a population of 45 or 1110re to the square mile. 

-VYe sboulll therefore expect to find, as is the case, No.3 the predominant group in Alabuma, Delaware,. Georgia, 
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Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, 1Uarylaml, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina South Carolina Tennessee Virginia 
I W· . , '" ant , ISC0l1S111. Of the Now England states, l\iaine, New Hampshire, and Vermont also have large tracts in this 

degree o! settlement. In 1790 No.3 was the largest single group in Delaware, l\iaryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampsillre, New Jersey, aud Virginia (exclusive of West Virginia). 

'l'ho fourth group almost universally indicates the existence of commercial and manufacturing inclustry an (I the 
lllultiplication . of per~onal and professional services. Connecticut, Indiana, Maryland, !\'Iasslwlmsetts, Michigan, 
New York, Olno, and Penns;ylvania are the states in which this gronp is found in cxcess of any other. In none of 
these states was tllis group ill excess in 1790. Three of them, Michigan, Ohio, and Indhtna, can scarcely be said to 
hn. ve been settled at all (Marietta, Ohio, having been founded in 1788, while in Inlliaua tllerewere bnt two or three 
small settlements, the remains of Frencll occupation). In New York and Pennsylvania, at that date, g-roup·1 was 
predominant. 

The fifth gronp represents a vel'Y advanced condition of industry. At the First Census ouly a few counties, awl 
C\Ten at the Tenth Oensus less than 25,000 square miles, were found populated to this. extent. In New Jersey and.in 
HlJodc Island alone is this fOlUld in excess of every other gronp. In each of tllese it is also in excess of the sum of 
all other groups. This degree of settlement is only reached where manufacturing and trading.villages are numerous. 

ilavillg thus sought to giye it general, but necessarily somewhat vague, impression of the meaning of these 
groups of population, the following tables are presented with a view of illustrating the present status of onr 
llOpnlatiOll in regard to extent and density of settlement: 

TAllLE IV.-AREAS IN SQUARE MILES Q:b' THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMEXT. 

-

I I Total area of 
1 2 3 4 Ii 

settlement; I 
Dato. 2 or more to 90 amI owr to tho 8quUI'o 2 to 6 to the 6 to 18 to the 18 to 45 to the 45 to 90 to the the square mile, square mile. squaromile. square mile. square milo. mile • 

. -
1700 ........... 230,935 83,436 83,340 69,282 13,051 820 

1800 ........... 305,70S 81,010 123,267 82.034 17,734 1,193 

1810 ........... 407,945 116,629 154,419 108,155 27,409 1,243 

1820 ........... 508,717 140,827 177,153 150,3UO 39,004 1,343 

1830 ........... 632,717 161,460 225,804 186,503 65,440 3,414 

1840 ........... 807,202 183,607 201,819 241, G87 84,451 5.828 

1850 ........... 070,249 233, P07 294, GOH 338,796 100,704 11,264 

1800 .. ' ........ 1,104,754 260,860 353,341 431,601 134-,722 14,224 

1870 ........... 1,272,230 24G,807 363,475 470,529 174,036 18,302 

1880 ............ 1,560,570 384,820 373,890 554,300 232,010 24,050 
, 

---.-"'~ 

It will be noted that, notwithstanding the constant passing of tlle lower groups .into the lligher through the 
intCllsifi.cation of settlement, the lower groups are still so rapidly recrnite(l by the annexation of fresh territory, 
ill the westward extension of the frontier line, as not only to maintain, but to increase them from decade to 
decade, without an exception, except that in 18'70 a sHght falling off is observed in No. 1. It should also be 
IIotcll tllat in the decade previous the increase of No.2 was comparatively slight. In the decade 1870 to 1880 a 
large increase will be noted, more than sufficient to raise the average of the last two decades to the normal increase. 
This is probably due in great part to the immense emigration of tlle past three years from the eastern states 
~and the immigration from European couutries. During tlleseyears the inroads upon the public domain in the 
west have becn unprecedented in extent. In No.2 the increase has been Yery slight, as it has been for seyeral 
decades. In No.3 it has been comparatively large, while in 4 amI 5 it has been larger than ever before. 

'l'lJe following table gives the percentages of increase during the past (Iecade: 

'l'AllLE V. -PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE, 1870 TO 1880, IN TEE TOTAL SETTLED AREA AND IN THE DIFFERENT DENSITY 
GROUPS. 

,----------,----c----·-------~-----I 

P~r cent. of II l'~r r.ent. of I 
Increase. lncrease. , 

1----------1 ;----------[------,-1 
23.4 I Group 3 .... : ................ . Xotal settled area .. '" ••••.. 

Group L ................... .. 
Group 2 ........... · .. · ..... · 

56.5 Group 4 ..................... .. 
2, 0 I Gronp 5 ..................... . 

17.8 

33.3 

34.1 
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The following table exhibits the proportions existing between the several quantities in Table I~T, i .. e., the 
increase per cent. in the total area of settlement, from decade to decade, ane1 the number of square mIles III each 
1,000 settled at each censHs, occnpiecl by a population of eacb. specified degree of density: 

TATILE YI.-PROPORTION OF AREA OF EACH GROUP OF POPULATION TO TOTAL AREA' OF SE1'TLJ~MENT. 

Increase 

Date. 
per~ent.in 
total area Total. 1 2 3 4 () 

af settle· 
ment. 

1700 ....... . "-"-- --_ .... 1,000 348 348 247 54 a 

1800 ....... 27.4 1,000 265 403 270 58 4 

1810 ....... 33.4 1,000 280 370 205 07 a 
1820 ....... 24.7 1,000 277 348 200 70 a 
1830 ....... 24.4 I, boo 230 357 295 103 0 

18:10 ....... 27.0 1,000 228 361 209 105 7 

18uO ....... 21. 3 1,000 239 301 346 103 11 

1800 ....... 22.0 1,000 218 200 301 113 12 

1870 ....... 0.5 1,000 103 286 370 137 14 

1880 ....... 23.3 1,000 245 238 3W 148 16 

We find here a relative decrease, during the decacle 1870 to 1880, in Nos. 2 and 3, an increase in Nos. 1 and 4, 
and no change in No. o. In other words, an increase in the sparsely·settled regions and in the area of manufactnres 
ancl trade, at the expense of the agricultural regions, and especially of the l)oorer ones. 

But we may carry this anal~'sis yet further, with results still more instructive. The states and territories group 
themselyes naturally, in order and condition of settlement, as follows: 

1. The original thirteen states, with those forme(1 from them, nfaine, Vermont, and West Virginia. 
2. Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, illinois, :Thfichigan, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 

and Florida. 
3. The remainillg states and territories. The following three tables, numbered VII, VIII, and IX, show facts 

similar to those in Table IV for each of these groups: . 

TADI.E VIT.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, OF THE DIF]'ERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMENT-FIRST GROUP 0]' STA1'BS • . 
Date. Tawl area, of :l. ~ a 4. 

. 
IS 

settlement. . 
1790 ............... 224,685 72,380 79,146 59,282 13,OJ1 820 

1800 ............... 266,208 63,2GO 105,017 79,504 17,234 1,193 

1810 ............... 297,6GS 5G,9i9 115,462 97,385 26,599 1,243 

1820 ............... 312,173 48,690 110,140 115,540 8G,454 1,343 

1830 ............... 348,002 45,245 115,255 130,642 54,340 3,4M 

1840 ............... 353,137 33,340 112,80;; 140,753 60,351 5,828 

1850 .............. ; B59,692 28,213 89,941 164,050 66,22'1 11,20'1 

1800 ............... 361,1<11 20,060 74, 092 178,483 73,982 14,224 

1870 ............... 358,546 17,000 G6,449 177,723 79,072 18,302 

1880 ............... 361,965 12,500 60,900 160,455 101,370 20,740 

TADLE VIII.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, OF THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMENT-SECOND GROUP OF STA1'BS, 

Date. I Total orcn af 
settlement. 1 ~ a 

1;00 ............... 15,250 11,050 4,200 

1800 ............... 39,500 17,750 18,250 3,000 500 ....................... 
1810 ............... 110;277 50,050 38,957 10,770 900 ................... 
1820._ ............. IM,144 91,737 67,007 34,8;;0 2,550 .................. 
1830 ................ 282.815 105,215 110,030 55,861 11,100 .................... 
1340 ............... 438,355 138,467 174,034 100,834 24,100 ................... _-. 
1850 ............... 403, iu7 114,459 134,007 160,646 34,045 .................... 
1860 ............... 510,057 62,450 182,680 220,608 54,120 ...................... 
18iO ............... 527,627 48,637 167,576 228, 4~O 82,064 ...................... 
1880 ............... 560,170 56,030 131,065 247,865 122,350 S,860 

t 
t , 

l 
f 
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TABLE IX.-.A.REAS, IN SQUARE )fILES, OF THE DIFFERENT CLAssES OF SET'l'LEMENT-THIRD GROUP OF STATES. 

Date. ~'ot~l area of :t 2 settlement. 3 4 

1840 .•••••••••••••. 15,800 11,800 4,000 . ~. ~ ...... _ ................. ..................................................... .. 
1850 ............... 125,800 91, O~5 20,150 14,100 fl25 ....... " .......... --_ .. 
1800 ............... 313, OM 178,356 96,200 32,420 6,620 ...... --- ........... 
1870 ............... 386,066 180,200 129,450 64,856 12,000 ..................... 
1880 ............... 647,485 81G,290 181,925 140,480 8,290 450 

Examination of these tables will show that the relations of the groups to the several epochs of our national 
development have essentially changed from what appeared in Table IV. 

In the first group of states the increase in settled area was markell at each decade up to 1830. From that 
time down to 1860 the increase was little more than nominal, tlle tracts desirable for settlement having, it may be 
presumed, been substautially all takeu up. But while the increase in the total area of settlement went on until 
1830, group 1 did not increase at all, the higher groups not only absorbing all the current growth of settlement, but 
steadily encroaehing upon No.1, which has been reduced from 72,386 square miles hI 1700 to 12,500 in 1880, which 
is comprise(l in Maine, New Hampshire, and Georgia. The increase in group 2 stopped in 1810, when it reached 
its ma·ximum at 115,462 square miles. It has since declined to 60,900 sqnare miles, eomprised, in large part, in 
Georgia" North Carolina, and West Virginia. In group 3 the increase went on uninterruptedly until 1860~ since 
which time there has been a slight falling off. In groups 4 an(I 5 the iI).crease has gone on uninterruptellly to the 
present time. 

In the second group of states the total area of settlement has continued to increase without interruption to tne 
present date. . Group 1 increased until 1840, but lost heavily until 1870, its area ha,ing fallen off from 138,467 to 
48,637 sqnare miles. Since 1870 it has increased again, owing mainly to the spread of settlements in Michigan and in 
]'lorida. GJ:oup 2 increased until 1850, since which time it has decreased. Groups 3 and 4 have increased steadily 
since their appearance in 1800, and in the recent census group 5 puts in an appearance for the first time, with an 
area of 3,360 square miles, comprised in the states of Ohio, Illiuois, and Kentucky. 

In the third group of statcs there were no settlements of any note prior to 1840. Since that time the increase 
in the total area of settlement amI in the several groups has gone on uninterruptedly, with hut one exception. III 
group 4 there is a falling off from 12,000 to 8,290 between 1870 and 1880. This is due merely to the subtraction of 
urban population, cities lying within this area having reached and exceeded the arbitrary limit assumed for urban 
population. 

The following table presents in detailed form, by states, the data relating to areas of settlement in 1880: 

TABLE X.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, OF THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMEN'J,' 1N 1880, BY STATES. 

States nnd territories. 

Totltl. .......................................... : ......................... . 

Alahnnllt ................. : ................................................... .. 
Adzona ..... · ................................................................... . 
Al'lmnsns ..... " ............................ : .................................. . 
California ..................................... ~ ............................... .. 
Colorado ....................................................................... . 

Connecticut ....................... : .......................................... .. 
Dakota ....................................................................... .. 
Do!awnro ................................................................. , .... . 
District of Columbia .......................................................... .. 
FloI·idlL ........................................................................ . 

GoorgilL ................................................................... • ... .. 
Idltlto ......................................................................... .. 
Illinois ...................................................................... .. 
Inllinna ... " " ~ ............................................................... . 
low" ......................................................................... .. 

Kansfls ..................... · ....... · ........ · .••••••• · .... · .... · ............... . 
Konttlcky ......................................................... •· ........... . 
Louisiana ...................................................................... . 
Mnlne ......................................................................... . 
l't[nrylnnd ........................................ , ............................. . 

:t I ~ 3 4 I ~ 
Total area of 1----1----1----
aettl~ t 18 to 411 to 45 to 90 to Above 00 to ~mcn. 2 to 6 to the 6 to 18 to tIm I 

square mile. square mile. ;!'Ue~(rUare ;!'Ue~quare ~ile~quare 

1,569, 570 384,820 373,890 554, 300 232, 010 24,550 

51, 540 4, 000 I 14,200 29, 040 4,300 ............ .. 
7,320 7,320 ...... ........ ........ ..... .. ........................ .. 

53, 645 900 37, 645 14,500 ........................... . 

75,980 47,700 22,400 5,880 ........................... . 

39, 245 84, 000 4, 000 615 .......................... .. 

4, 845 .......................................... 4, 065 780 
20,400 14,200 6,200 ......................................... . 

1, 960 ............................ 1,050 910 ............ .. 

65 .............. .............. .............. .............. 65 

33, 440 2~, 440 9, 000 2,000 .......................... .. 

58, 9S0 5, 200 18, 000 20, 180 6, 600 ............ .. 

12, 500 12,500 ....................................................... . 

56, 000 ............................ 41,800 13, 500 700 

35,910 .......................... .. 

55,475 2,275 11,200 

62, 005 13, 830 26, 545 

40, 000 .............. 4,300 

45, 420 10, 650 20, 820 

17, 895 6, 000 3, 500 

9,860 .......................... .. 

11,100 
40,900 

22,330 

24,100 
13,000 

5,600 

0,000 

24,810 ............ .. 

1,100 ............ .. 

290 ............ .. 
11,000 000 

950 ............. . 

21 795 ........ ~-- .• - .. ~ 

6,800 ............ .. 
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TABLE X.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, &c.-Continueil. , 

1. 3 4 

States aud territories. 
Total nrea of 
settlement. 18 to 45 to 

2 to 6 to tho 6 to 18 to the the square 
45 to 00 to 

tho sqnlll'O 
mile. 

AhoY" 00 to 
th" squllro 
mile. s\lnuremile. sqnaro mile. mile. 

Massachusetts .................. , .. .- ............................................ . 
Michigan ............................... : ...................................... . 
Minnesota ..................................................................... . 
1>Ussissippi. ..................................................................... . 
:Missouri. ...................................................................... . 

8,040 

47,230 

45,205 

46,340 

68,735 

9,800 8,200 

12, 600 10, 000 

0, 500 10,400 

1,7-10 19,500 

300 

12,600 

13,605 

27,240 

46,335 

4,840 2,000 

10,030 .••... """" 

2,200 

1,100' ............ .. 

Mon.ana .......................................................... - ............ . 8,00U 8,900 ....................................................... . 

NebraskA .................................................... -- .................. . 
Nevada ........................................................................ . 
New Hampsbiro .............................................................. .. 
New Jersey .................................................................. .. 

New Mexico .................................................................... . 
New york ..................................................................... . 
North Carolina ................................................................ . 
Ohio ... _ ....................................................................... . 
Oregon ........................................................................ . 

38,185 

11,740 

8,705 

7,455 

32,160 

45,420 

48,580 

40,700 

24,560 

13,885 

11,500 

1,300 

24, GOO 

20,000 

10,000 

1,400 

7, GOO 

3,800 

n,500 

8,800 

240 
4,700 

1,050 

1, 2~0 75 

2,440 3,005 

6, 200 33, 000 2, 420 

34, 380 4, 700 ............ .. 

1,100 37,600 2, 000 

4,560 ......................................... . 

Penn8ylmnifl.: ................................................................. . 45,000 .... .......... 3,5UO 10,750 20,000 

400 

10,7::;0 

6B5 Rho(le Island ................................................................. .. 1,085 ....................................... .. 

Sonth Carolina ................................................................ . 
Tennesseo .................................................................... .. 
Texas ......................................................................... . 

Utah .......................................................................... . 
Vermont ........ ~ ............................................................ .. 
Virginia ................................... : ................................... . 
Washington .................................................................. .. 
'We~t Virginia .................... ; ........................................... .. 

Wisconsin ................................................. ~ ................... . 

30,170 

41,750 

124,000 

16,340 

9,135 

40,125 

20,880 

24,645 

44,250 

..-. --~- .......... 

. ......... __ .... 
48,200 

11,200 

. .................. 

. ................. 
20,580 

.._ ........... .... 
7,100 

2,000 

7,000 

48,4Co 

4,360 

2,600 

4,100 
300 

12,500 

10,800 

25, 870 2, 300 ............ .. 

24, 550 10, 200 ............ .. 

28,300 .......................... .. 

780 ......................... .. 

5,050 585 ............ .. 

29, 025 7, 000 ............. . 

8, GOO 

10,000 

8,045 ............ .. 

6,000 450 

Wyoming ...................................................................... . 6, 40~ 6,400 ....................................................... . 

Tne following table shows the population aml the number of inhabitants per square mile in each of the three 
subdivisions treated above at the date of each census.: 

TAIlLE XI. 

First group. Second group. I ~'hird group. 

. 
Average Average Average 

Dato. density densits density 

I p.,,,,,,, •• (pUTSODS Population. (pel'sons Popnlation. (persous 
to a to It to It 

8QlIftre sqnare sq1l0l'6 
milo). 

I 
milo}. mile}. 

---, 
17.0 1 I 1700 ..... I 3, StO, 846 100, 80S 7 .. 2 -........... -....... --_ .. _-----

1800 ..... 4,922,070 18.5 386,413 0.8 ............. __ . .......... 
1810 ..... 6,161, fiaa 20.6 1,078,315 0.8 -. __ ........... ......... -... -
1820 ..... 7,417,432 23.8 2,216, aDo 11.3 ~ ........................ ............. 
1830 ..... 0,158,721 20.3 3,707,290 13.1 ..~ ...................... --.- .. ----. 
1840 ..... 10,638,004 30.1 0,357,392 14.5 74,057 4.7 
1850 ..... 13,218,496 30.7 0,078,288 18.4 895,002 7.1 
1860 ..... 15,818,547 43.8 12.637,882 24.3 2,986,802 9.5 
1870 ..... 17,904, 502 50.1 15, 594,72i 20.5 4,900,058 12.0 
1880 ..... 21,835, HI 60.31 10,656,006 35.1 8,664,006 13.4 

CITIE~. 

In the preceding discussion of the settled area of the country it will be rememberecl that all cities of 8,000 
inhabitants and upward were exchl(led in treating of the population groups. It remains, therefore, to speak of the 
urban population, in its progress from 1790 to 1880. In this discussion we shall not only include cities down to 
8,000 population, which have Qeen classified for this censns, in order to make a comparative statemcnt with the 
condition of things in previous years, but in separate tables the classification of urban ]Jopnlation for 1880 will 
be carried down to bodies of 4,000, in or(ler to discriminate more closely between urban and rural population. 

We meet, however, at the outset of this discussion with several difficulties. ]'01' instance: vVhat constitutes 
a city? In most of the states there is no doubt whatever on tlds point. All dense bodies of population, of any 
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.' 
considerable magnitude, llave municipal charters. The entire pOlmlaf,ion of eyery city is urban; consequcntly, the 
line mtIl be sharply drawn .. In several of the older states, however, we find dense bodies of population combinetl 
with outlying rural settlements under one government. This is the case in several of the townshil)S in the 
neighborhood of Chica,go, Illinois, and around other centers in the prairie states, and in New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. It is in the New England states, however, that we meet with the greatest difficulty, for here 
the case above·mentioned is the rule and not the exception. In lVlnssaclmsetts a so·called "town", which is to all 
intents and pUi'poses tt township, lllay comprise a population of 10,000 or 15,000, or even more, .aml consist of one 
or more dense bodies of population, with a scattering rural population also includecl under the town government. 
In aU the New EllglmHl states but Connecticut a city is similar to the so·called "town" in relation to population, 
except that generally the proportion between urban and rural population is greater aud the form of government 
slightly llifferent, a mayor, board of aldermen, and common COUilCil taldng the place of the board of selectmen. In 
cases of this kind discretion has been exercised, and after what seemed a reasonable cIecIuction for the rural parts 
ot' thc town or township, the remainder has been treated as city population. Again, at several natural centers there 
are, or in the past have been, groups of cities, one of which is commonly lllllch larger than any other, perhaps tlmll 
all the others, aU of which, while legally distinct, might be regarcled as constituting a true unit of resiclence and of 
ilulllstry. Shall these be taken separately in our account or aggregated, in uisregar(1 of merely 1)olitica1 divisiollS1 
It is more difficult to decide this question, in undertaking an historical review like ours, than if we were making np 
an illdepelldentstatement for a single period, inasmuch as these relations freq:nently change-two, three, or four 
eities at Olle ceIlsns appearing ten,Yenrs later as one, the growth of eity population diminishing the number of cities. 
Philadelphia affords the most striking instance of this character. Nor is it always clear what is to l)e regarded as 
the unit of residence and industry. While it is generally true that the small cities which surround a great one owe 
their importance, and eyen existence, to it, and therefore that in annexing them it is simply claiming its own, there 
are instances of cities being closel;y coterminous, yet each having It clear raison d'fJtre of its own; while in more than 
one case the limits of the modern city embrace the sites of at least two distinct centers of population and tralle .. 
The qnestion is quite too largo to be discussed here. These l)oints are mentione(1 merely to SllOW that no plan of 
treatment is without its own difficulties. For several :J;casolls it has been decided to follow the record, and at each 
censns to count that as a distinct city which was so recognized at the time. It will need to be borne in mind, 
therefore, that while the determination of new centers of residence all(1 industry in the ul1Ceasillggrowth of 
populati.on has constantly tended to increase the number of cities known to the census, there has been a movement, 
far less cOllsic1erable and very irregular, in the other direction, viz, to a reduction of the number of cities through 
annexation and consolidation. The following htble exhibits the number of cities of 8,000 or more inhabitants at 
each census of the United States: 

'fABLE XII.-NUMBER OF CITIES, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING 'fO SIZE. 

Dnte. to to to to to to to to anel Tot"l. 
8, PO.O 12,000 120,000 140' 000 75,000 125.000 250.000 500. 000 1,000, 000 

12,000. 20,000. . 40,000. 75,OUO. 125. 000. 200,000. 500, 000. 1,000,000. above. 
------------_._------------------ ---
nOD..... 1 3 1 ..•..•..•. .......... .......•.. .•••...... ........•. 6 
1800 ..••• 
1810 ..... 

1820 ..••. 

lS30 ••••. 

1840 ..•.. 
18:;0 ..••. 

1860 •.... 

1870 ..•.. 

1880 ..••. 

1 

4 
3 

12 

17 
36 

62 

92 

110 

I········:· 
7 

11 
20 

34 

63 

76 

a 2 ... ~ ~ -...... 
3 2 

a 2 
1 1 

10 1 
14 7 3 
23 12 2 
39 14 8 

55 21 9 

............. .......... _- ...... --_ . ......... 0- • 6 

....... _-- . .. - ........ ........... ........... 11 
I I ... _ ...... 13 ........ ;1::::::::: ::::::::: . . ......... 26 

1 1 . ........... ........... 44 

3 1 1 85 

5 1 2 141 
3 5 2 226 

7 4 ·3 1 280 

Tho following table shows the number of the uruan population, as auoye llefined, at cach census, with the 
percentage of the total population: 

'fAIlLE XIII. 

PopuJa~ion of United 1 Population of cities. 
Inhallitnnts ofcitieB 

Date. in c,wh 100 of tbe States. toLal POpuhltioll. 

--- -------
1700 .•••. 3,029,214 131,472 S.3 
1800' ..••. 5,308,4!ia 210,873 S.9 
1810 ..••. 7,230,881 3GO, 020 4.9 

1820 .•••. 9,033,822 475,135 4.0 
1830 ..•.. 12,866,020 804, ,,09 0.7 
1840 ..•.. 17,060,453 1,453,094 8.5 
1850 ..••. 23,101,876 2, H07, 586 12.5 

1800 ••••. 31, 4~3. 321 5,072,250 16:1 
1870 ..... 38.558,371 8,071,8i5 20.9 

1880 ..... 50,155,783 11, 318, 1\·17 2~1. () 

-' .--
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Spealring roundly, it ma,y be said that in 1700 one·thirtieth of the population was found in cities of more than 
8,000 population; in 1800, one twenty·fifth; in 1810, and also in 1820, one·twentieth; in 1830, one·sixteenth; in 1840, 
one.twelfth; in 1850, one.eighth; in 1860, one· sixth ; in 1870, more than one.fifth; and in 1880, half way between 
one.fifth and one· quarter. One thing needs to be said in explanation of the relation of the tables above to the 
maps showing density of population; that is, that the populations pf two or more cities situatecl close to each other 
have often lJeen combined, and the aggregate thus obtained will be found reprcsented on the maps by a circle of 
proportionate size. The scale of the maps has made it necessary to do this, instead of representing each city 
separately. 

The fonowing table shows, by states and territories, and more exhaustively than the preceding tables, the 
urban population of the country. In this tablc all dense bodies of settlement down to a limit of 4,000 are 
regarded as urban population. 

Under this definition it will be seen that nearly 13,000,000 of the population, or more than one·fourth, may be 
classified as urban. 

State" nnd terri. 
tories. 

1 

4,000 
to 

8,000. 

~ 

8,000 
to 

12,000, 

TAn~E XIV. 

:J 4 Ij 

12,000 20,000 40,000 
to to to 

20,000. 40,000. 75,000. 

.-~-,-~ 

6 7' S 9 10 

75,000 125,000 250,000 500,000 . AllOVO to to to to 
125,000. 250,000. 500,000. 1,000 000. 1,000,000. 

Total ......... 580 12,936,110 204 11,617,56~ 1~_ 1,006,138 '7.~_. 1,108, 147 ~~ 1, 485, 850 21 1,054,098 9 014,000 7 1,205,510 4 1, SOD, 800 3 '1, 017, 018 1 1, 200, 200 
-1= ------1= --===============~.~ 

A1abama ......... 4, 58,351 2 12,500 .•..••••.•••. 1 10,713 1 20,132 .............................................................. ____ .... .. 

Arizona .......... 1 7,007 1 7,007 ................................... '." ............................... ___ .•.•..••. _ ....................... . 

Arkansas ........ 1 13,138 ......... _ ••. 1 13,138 _ ........... __ '" ................................................................................. . 

California ........ 10 344,004 4 20,038 2 21,405 1 .12,567 2 55,9i5 ........................ 1 233,959 .................................. :. 
ColOI-aUo ......... 4 59, 715 2 9, 200 ............. 1 14, 820 1 35, 629 

Connecticut .•••.. 26 335,500 13 69,400 5 51,800 4 62,800 2 48,200 2 103,500 ...................... " ............................... '" 

Dakota .................................................. _ .............................................................. " ....... : ......................... . 
Delaware ...•.... 1 42,478 .... ......... .... •••••••.. .••. ......... ..•. .......... 1 42,478 ......................................................... .. 
DiIlt.ofColumbia 2 150,871 

Florida.... .• .... 3 24, 385 .• ~ ..• ~~:~~; ..• ~ •••• ~:~~~ •.• ~ ••• ~~'.~~~. :::: :::::::::: :::: :::::::::. :: :::::::: .1 ••• ~~~'.~~~. :: :::::::::: :: :::::::::: :: :::::::::: 

84,907 6 20,204 1 
231,720 6 33,117 
231,296 1 7,107 
135,900 9 48, SOO 1 
364,034 2 13,260 2 

Massachusetts .•• 57 1,175,130 24 133,100 13 

Michigan. •••••• 27 353,230 15 81, 604· 7 
Minnesota .•••••• 8 120,567 4 21,OU 2 

128,300 6 89,300 0 246,100 4 215,500 ...................... 1 362,830 _ ............ _ ......... . 
67, 306 2 35, 121 2 52,700 _.,. .•••.••••. 1 116, 340 ............................... . 
10,203 ............ _ .•...•• : ...... 2 88,360 ..................... _ .............. _ ....• :::::: .•••••••.• 

:lIlisslssippi ...... 4 28, 084 3 16, 270 1 
Missonri ..••••••• 14 505,903 9 46,534 2 

11,814 ................ _ .................................. " .......... . 

20,035 .... ......... 1 32,431 1 55,785 ....•.•••. _ ........... ; .• ~~~:~~~. :: :::::::::: :: ::~'.:::::: 

Montana 
Nobrask~:::::::' .. ; .... ~;:~~~ ... ; .... ~:;~~. :::~ ::::::::: .. ~ ..• ;~:~~; ... ~ .......... - .................................... " ....................... -
N ad 30,518 .................................... " ................................. . 

ova ..••••.••• 4 23,S8~ 3 12,967 1 10,017 ................ _ ...... _ ... _ .•..••••••••. _ ............ : .••...• _. 

New Hampshiro. 8 91,400 3 15,200 2 10,400 2 25,200 1 81,600 0._ ....• _ ....... ___ ...... __ .. _ ....... _ .. _~ ~~~~:::::~~: ~~::::~~~~ ~~ ----- ..... . 
Now J cl'sey...... ~8 586, 547 16 90, 897 3 26, 210 2 aD, 373 3 SO,13S 2 92, 600 1

1

120' 722 1 136, 508 " ............ _ .................... . 

New Mexico _.... 1 6,635 1 6,635 _ ................... . 

NowYork ....... 58 2,726,36T 25 185,100 12 108,288 0 1~~·5~~· .• ~ ... ~~;:~~; .•. ; ... ~~~:~;~. ~I~~~:~;~' -; .. ~~;:~;~.:: ::::::::::~ ... ~~~.~~;-; '~';~fi';~~ 
~~~thCm'olina .. 4 40,152 2 13,537 1 9,205 I 17,350 .................. _ ••..••......••.•••. " .......... _ ............. _ •... ' ....... ' , 

or;~~~·.-.-.-...... :::: 4~ ~~:~~~ .~~ .. ~~~'.~~~ ... ~ .... ~~:~~~. ~ 1~~::~~ .. ~ .... ~~'.~~~ ... ~ ... ~~~'.~~:.:: ::::::::~ ... ~~~'.~~~.~ ... ~~~'.~~~.:: :::::::::: :L~~:::::: 

" 1 Ii 
I 
f 
1 

I 
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TARLE XIV-Continued. 

1 2 3 4 

4.000 8,000 12,000 20,000 
to to to to 

States and terri· 
8,000. 12,000. 20,000. 40,000. 

tories. 

ij 6 ,. 8 I~ 10 

40,000 75,000 125,000 260,000 I 000,000 Abovo to to to to. to 1,000,000. 75,000. 125,000. 250,000. 500,000. 1,000,000. 

~ oi § oi oi 
... ... .S! 

~ ~ :3 ... 0 

'" " " ~ ~ i, <II ~ 
.0 '3 .0 -a 1 'S 1 '-a s 

~ ~ Po g. §< 
~ 0 

., 
0 

P-< :z; P, :z; P-< :z; P, ('1 p, 

oi ~ g <:i ~ ~ ~ .S ... ~ ,; ~ ,; ... 
d " ., ~ " " 

., 

I '" ~ .0 '3 "" -a ! -a "" 1 -'" p 

~ 
a s s ~ §' ;:! g< 5' ., 

~ 5' 
P-< ('1 P, P, '< P-< P, :z; p, --- - -- - --i----- --- ----------

Pennsylvania..... 56 1,058,023 28 150,783 12 107,804 7 111, 900 4 107, 607 2 80,128 t 78,682 1 156,389 ............ 1 847,170 -- ........... 
Rhmlo Island.... 14 213, 000 8 38,100 1 11, 200 4 60, 500 .............. .... .......... 1 103, 800 .............................................. .. 
South Carolina... a 66, 180 1 0,100 1 10,036 ........................... 1 40,984 ......................................................... . 
Tennessce ....... 5 104, 904 1 5,377 1 0,003 1 12,892 1 33,592 1 43,350 ................ : ........................................ . 
Texas ........... 11 115, 300 0 34,714 2 21,371 1 10;513 2 42,798 ...................................................................... .. 

Utah ............ 2 26,837 1 0,000 ............. 1 20,708 ...... , ....... __ ...................... : ................................. . 
Ym·mollt......... 5 37,800 16, aoo 2 21, 500 
Yirginia......... 11 178,117 5 20. 887 1 11, 300 2 20, Q18 2 43,622 1 03,600 .. __ .................................... " ............... . 
,Ynshillgton ...... : .............. . 
,Yest Virginia... 4 47,846 3 17,100 .......................... 1 30,737 ............................................................ __ ........ .. 

·WiscoDsin ....... 20 272,733 11 00,302 4, 37,400 4 50,378 ............................ 1115,587 .............................................. .. 
\V~.-o]nillg ................................................. ~ ..................................................... _ ••••....• ~ .............. ,i ...................... _ ............ . 

THE CENTER OF POPULATION • 

. The center of population, as defined in the Statistical Atlas of ]874, "is the point at which equilibrium woultl 
be reacIled were tIle country taken as a plane surface, itself without weight, bi.lt capable of sushtining weigbt, 
and loaded with its inhabitants, in number and position as they arc found at the period under consideration, each 
individual being assumed to be of tbe same gravity as every otber, and consequently to exert pressure on the 
pivotal point directly 11roportionecl·to bis distance therefrom." In brief, then, it is tbe center of gravity of the 
population of the country. 

.... 
THE CEN1'ER OF POPULATION IN 1880 • 

Latitude, 39° 04' OSI/ 
Longitude, S~O 39' ~Ol/ 

The position of .the Old Observatory, Mount A.dams, Oincinnati, is: Latitude, 390 06' 20.5"; longitudc, 84,0 
29' 45/1. 

TIle center of population for 1880 is, therefore, 2.6 miles south of this observatory amI 8.9 miles west of it. 
That is, it is 0.3 miles west by south from the observatory, or 8 miles west by south fi'om tIle heart of tIle city of 
Cincinnati. This places it in Kcntucky, one mile from the south bank of the Ohio' riYer, and one and a half mile 
southeast of the vilIage of Taylorsville. 

METHOD OF DETERMINATION • 

.A point wn,s first assumed as nearly as possible to the trne position of the centcr. Through this point a 
l)al'allel amI a mcddhm were drawn. In this case the ecnter was assnmed at the i:ntersectioll of the parallel of 390 

with the meridiun of 840 30', which lines were taken as the axes of momcnts. 
A nortIl or south mOlllent is the pro(luct of thc population by its distance from the assumed l)arallel; an cast 

01' a wcst moment is the }Jrocluct of the population by its distance from the assumed meridian. In the first case tho 
distances were measured in minutes of arc; in the second case it was necessary to use miles, on account of the 
unequal length of the dcgrees and minutes in different latitudes. The population of the country was then grouped 
by squarc degrees, i. e., by areas included between consecutive parallels and meridians, as they are convenient units 
with which to work. The l)Oplllation of 100 'of the principal cities was then deducted from that of their square 
degrees and treated selmrately. TIlcn the population of each square degree \vas assumed to be at its geographical 
center, except in cases where this was manifestly an incorrect assumption. In tIlese cases its l)osition was estimatecl 
as nearly as possible. The lwpulatioll of each square degrce, amI of each city north ancl south of the assumed 
parallel, was multiplied by its distance from that parallel, and the sum of the north ancI of the south moments 
made up. Their difference, divided by the total 1101)ulation of the eouuiry, gave a correction to the latitude, tho 
sign of the correction beingpositiYe if north, negative if south. In a similar lllannerthe east ancl the west moments 
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were made nl), and from them the correction in longitude was made. The following is a summary of the 
computn,tions. The last two figures, those of tens and units, are omitted thronghout. 

1. TO FIND THE LATI:J.'UDE OF THE CENTER. 

A.ss1Lmed latitztde, 390 00'. 

North moments of cities .............................. 9,168,500 
North moments of square degrees .................... 36,810,188 

Total north momcmts ........................... ~~73, 688 I 

South moments of cities...... .. •... ••• ••• ............ 2,848,385 
South moments of sq nare degrees.................... 41, 051, 163 

Total south moments........................... 43, 899, 498 
== 
45,973,688 
43,899,498 

Excess of north moments.. ... .... .... ...... . .•• 2,074,190 
== 

Diviiled uy total populntioll of tbe Unitod States~501,558. 
I~esult= correction to uo apillicd to tho latitude of tho assumed 

center,=+4'rJlu=+4' 08". 
l:.atitude of center, 390 0;1' 08". 

II. TO FIND THE LONGITUDE OF THE CENTER. 

A.ssumed longitude, 84,0 30'. 

East moments of cities...... .....• ................. 29,377,483 
East moments of square degrees............ ......... 67,020,568 

Total cnst moments...... .... ...... ...... . .... 96,398,051 

=== 
Wcst moments of cities ............................. 11,431,712 
"\V cst moments of square degrees .••.•...... _.. ...... SD, 301:3, 520 

Total west moments ..................... _.. ... 100,740,282 

== 
100,740,232 
96,398,051 

Exccss of west moments ........... _. .••••. •..• 4,342, 181 

====== 
Divi<le£l by total pOl1Ulation of the United States in hundrec1s= 

501,558. 
Result = correction to ue applie(l to longitude of assumed cen tel', 

=+8.66 miles = (for lntitude 39° 04')=+ 0.161°=+ 0° 09' 40". 
Longitude of center, S4.° 39' ilO". 

The above is, essentially, the method heretofore pursued for lletermining the center of population; and, for 
purposes of comparison, it has been employed here . 

.As, however, we are dealiilg, not with a plane, but with a spherical surface, the above method is not strictly 
correct. The error is jn assuming' a parallel of latitude as one of the axes throngh the assumed center. To be 
strictly correct, both axes should be great circles through the point at right angles to one another, while the 
moments should be measured on arcs of great circles llerpendjcuhtI' to these axes. A computation based upon this 
method wonld throw the center of I)Opulation some distance north of tbe 1) osition as given above, but would not 
materially alter its position jn longitude. . 

The center of population at 1870, as at the time of the census preceding, was computed by a method differing 
in some details from that above sketched. For this purpose a point was assumed entirely outside or-the country, 
and correction made therefrom to the true center. Insteacl of the square degree, ~he county was taken as a unit, 
and the leyer arm of the population of the county was taken as the distance from the geographical center of the 
county to the axes of moments. The labor involved in this method WflS much greater tha:q that in the present. 
method, inasmuch as many more units were used, and ftS the length of the lever arm differed in every case . 

.At 1790 "e timl the center of population at 3DO Hi.l)' north latitude alld 760 11.2' west longitude, which a 
comparison of the best maps available would seem to place about 23 miles east of Baltimore. During the decade of 
17DO to 1800 it appears to have moved almost due west to a point about 18 miles west of the same city, being' in 
latitude 390 16.1' amllongitude 760 56.5'. From 1800 to 1810 it moved westward and slightly southward to a point 
about 40 miles northwest by west from Wu,sbington, being in latitude 390 11.5' mlCI longitude 770 37.2'. The 
southward movement clming this clecade appears to have been due to the annexation of the territory of Louisiana, 
which contained quite extensive settlements. 

From 1810 to 1820 it moved westward, and again slightly southward, to a point about 16 miles north of 
vVoodstock, Virginia, being in latitude 390 5.7' and longitude 780 33'. This second southward movement appeaI'I:l 
to have been due to the extension of settlement in Mississiplli and Alabama, and in eastern Georgia, . 

., From 1820 to 1830 it moved still westward ancl southward to a point about 19 miles southwest of ]\iooreficld, in 
the present state of West Virginia, being latitnc1e380 57.9' and longitnde 790 H).9'. This is the most c1ecic1e(1 
southward mOyemellt that it has made during any decade. This appears to have been due in part to the addition 
of Florida to onr territory, and in part to the great extension of settlements in Lonisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas, 
or generally, it may be said, in the southwest. 

11'1'0111 1830 to 1840 it Illovetl still farther westward, but sUghtly changeel its direction northward, reaching a 
lloint 16 miles south of Clarksburg, ,Vest Virginia, being in latitude 390 2' and longitude 800 1S'. 

During this decade settlement had macle decideel adyances ill the prairie states and in the southern portions of 
Michigan ancI Wisconsin, the balance of il1creasecl settlem.ellt evidently being in favor of the northwest. 

From 1840 to 1850 it moved westwarfl, amI slightly southward again, reaching a point about 23 miles southeast 
of Parkersburg, West Virginia, hltitnde 380 59' and longitude 810 19', the change of direction southward being 
nrgely dno to the annexation of Texas. 
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THE OENTER OF POPULATION. XXXTlI 

From 1850 to 1860 it moved west, and slightly northward, reaclling a point 20 miles south of Ohillieotlw, Ohio, 
this being in latitude 390 0.4', longitnde 820 48.8'. 

From 1800 to 1870 it moved westward and sharply northward, reaching a point about 48 miles east by north of 
Oincinnati. Tllis nortllward movement is due in part to the waste and destl'Uction in the south consequent upon 
the civil war, and in part, probably, to the fact that the census of 1870 was defective ill its ennmern,tioll of the 
southern people, especially of the newly enfranchised coloreel population. In its present 11osition, the center of 
population has returned southward nearly to the latitude which it had in 1860. This so nth ward movement is, 
however, dne only in part to the fact of an imperfect emllneration at the south in 1870. The southern states have 
made a large positive increase during the decade, both from the natural growth of the existing population and 
from immigration in tIle sontllwesk 

The closeness with which the center of population, through such rapid westward movement as has been 
recorded, has clung to the parallel of 390 of latitucle canllot f!til to be noticed. The most northern point reached was 
at tlle start in 1790; the most soutllern point was in 1830, the preceding decade having witnessed a rapicl 
develolJment of population in the southwest-Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana having been ac1mitte(l 
as states, and Florida annexed and organized as a territory. The extreme variation in latitude has beon less than 
19 minutes, while the ninety years of record have accomplished a movement of longitude of nearly 8k degrees. 
Assuming the westward movement to have been uniformly along t.he parallel of 390 la,titude, the westward. 
movement of the sevel'aldecades has been as follows: 1790-1800, 41 miles; 1800-1810, 36 miles; 1810-1820, 50 
miles; 1820-1830, 39 miles; 1830-1840, 55 miles; 1840-1850, 55 miles; 1850-1860, 81 miles i 1860-1870, 4~ miles, 
and 1870-1880,58 milos-a total westward movement of 457 miles. The sudden acceleration of movement betwccli 
1850 and 1860 was due to a transfer of a considerable body of population from the Atlantic to the Pacific coal':1t, twelve 
iudividuals in San Francisco eXf\rtiug as nuwh pressul'C at the then pivotal point, viz, tlIo crossing of tIle 83ft 
meridian and the 30th parallel, as forty individuals at Boston. 

Tile following table, with tlIe accompanying mal), shows the movement of the center of population sinco ] 71)0: 

'l'ABLB XV.-POSITION OF THE CENTER OF POPULATION. 

Date.-:~titUd~~ I W.IO~~i::{~e~~-----=~~~O-~;I~'~(C location hy importnnt towns. -I' \';;i~!':S~~jnr;~,~~: -I 
cc(llng ,lecn<1.,. 

---,. --.-----,,--.~------ ---~~--------.--.- .-~----.. "--.--~~---------~----. ---.----- -.-
0 I 0 I Miles. 

1700 ... 30 16. r. 70 11.2 23 nliles cast of Bnltinwre, Maryland .................................................. . 
1800 ... 30 16.1 76 56.5 18 miles west of Baltimore, Marylau{l ...... .... .• .................. 41 
1810 ... 30 11.r. 77 37.2 40 miles northwest by west /It' 'IVHsllington, District of Columbia... 36 

1820 ... 30 5.7 78 33.0 16 miles north of WoO(lstocl<, Virginia.............................. fiO 

1830 ... 38 57.0 70 16 0 10 miles west·.southwest of J\[oorofielcl, West Virgini", .............. 39 
1840 ... 30 02.0 80 18.0 

1850 •.• 38 59.0 81 10.0 

1860 ... 30 0.4 82 48.8 

16 miles south of Ulnrl<sbUl·g, Wost Virgini" ........................ / 55 
23 ruiles southeast of Parkersburg, 'West Vb'gin!",......... ... ...••. . 55 
20ruilo8 south of Chillicotho, Ohio.................................. 81 

1870 ... 89 12.0 83 35.7 48milea enst by north of Cinoinnati, OILio............ ............... ,12 
1880 ... 89 4.1 84 80.7 S miles west oy Bout!l of Cinoinnllti, Ohio .... ..................... liS -----Total...... ...... .... .............. ...... ................... 4&7 
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