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1840 s caae vemren eaee 102,193
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1830 . eeon e aeeens 210,000

Latitude : 29° 56’ 59 Noxth ; Longitnde : $6° &' 9 (west from Greenwich); Altitude: 0 to 15.]- feet,

FINANCIAL CONDITION: |
Total Valuation: $01,794,350; per capita: $426 00,  Net Indebtedness: 17,736,609 ; per oapita: $82 08,  Tax per $100: $2 63,
%

HISTORICAL SKETCH.@

SITE AND ORIGIN.

{ver, between the states of Mississippi and Touisiana, flowing at first southward, touches, on
its eastern side, at the city of Vicksburg, a line of high, abrupt hills or bluffs, the eastern boundary of its later
alluvial bagin. The direction of this bluff-line is southwesterly; and the river, turned from its sonthward course
by it, flows in this new direction, oceasionally impinging upon the abrupt barrier, as at Grand: Gulf, Natchez, and
TFort Adams, and presently turns again, with the bluffs, more directly toward the south, striking their base and
swinging off from it, at Tunica, at Bayou Sara, and finally at Baton Rouge.

Just heyond this point the bluff-line swerves rapidly to a due eastward course, and declines gradually until in
the parish of St. Tammany, in Louisiana, some 30 miles from the eastern boundary of the state, it sinks enfirely
down-into a broad tract of wet prairie and sea-marsh, the mainland coast of various inlets from the Gulf of Mexico.
It is the general belief that thisline of elevated land, now some 80 or 90 miles due north of the Lonisiana coast, was

the pre-historic shore-line of the Gulf. ) < _
o local assistant, Gearge W. Cable, esq., nob only secured and
g the present and the past condition of the city, in response to
he report igintroduced.
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o In the preparation of the report on the city of New Orleans, th
transmitted a very large proportion of the detailed information concernin
schedules of interrogatories, but to him alone is due the careful and elaborate historical sketch with which t

f .
B .
— ¢



214 ' SOCIAL STATISTICS OF CITIES.

Close under the Mississippi bluffs, where they make their short turn to the east, the bayou Manchac, o11ce the
Iberville river, and a chain of lakes—DMaurepas, Pontchartrain, and Borgne—connected by navigable passes a1 d
‘ rigolets, formerly (antil the obstruetion of bayou Manchac by the military forces of the United States in 181.-‘&)
united the waters of Mississippi river with those of Mississippi sound. = Meanwhile the river itself, turning
less abruptly and taking a southeasterly course, cuts off between itself and these lakes a portion of its ownr delta
formation. This fragment of half-made country, comprising something over 1,700 square miles of river slhore,
swamp and marsh lands, was once widely known as Orleans island.

In outline it is extremely irregular. Its most regular boundary, that of the river bank, is very tortuous, while
its width varies, even in ifs older portions, from 57 miles across the parishes of Plaquemines and St. Bernard , to less
ilan 5 miles from the river at English Turn to the margin of lake Borgne. Another narrow region is seen betweel
the river and lake Pontehartrain, where these two waters approach to within 6 miles of each other. X

This occurs ab a point almost equally distant from the closed entrance of bayou Manchae, the upper end of
Orleans island, and its lower end at the mouth of the Mississippi. In other words, it is 107 miles above the point
where the waters of the river finally meet the sea at the outer end of Eady jetties; in latitude 29° 56/ 597/ ancl
longitude 90° 04’ 09" west from Greenwich; distant 1,242 miles by river or 700 by rail from St. Louis; 1,760 b}: _
sea or 1,377 by rail from New York; 4,800 from Liverpool and 4,800 from Havre. On this spot, in February ot
the year 1718, was founded the city of New Orleans,

The colony of Louisiana, established nineteen years before at Biloxi, some 85 miles to the east, on the shore of
Mississippi sound, had not exceeded at any time the number of a few hundred souls; yet, from the first ithad been
divided "into two factions, one bent on the discovery of gold and silver, the development of pearl fisheries, the
opening of a fur trade, and a commerce with South America, and therefore in favor of a sea-coast establishment; tho
other advocating the importation of French agriculturists and their settlement, in large numbers; on the alluvial
banks of the Mississippi. '

This wiser design, though faithfully urged by its friends, was for years overruled under the commercial policy
and monopoly of the merchant, Anthony Crozat; but when his large but unremunerative privileges fell from liis
‘hands into those of John Law, director-general of the famed Mississippi Cowmpany, Bienville, governor of the colony,
was permitted to found New Orleans, with a view to removing to the banks of the Mississippi the handful of Frencly
and Ganadians who were struggling against starvation in the irrational search after sudden wealth on the sterile
beaches of Mississippi sound and Massacre island,

The site, which Bienville had chosen a year before, offered to a superficial glance but feeble attractions. The
land, highest at the river’s edge, where it was but 10 feet above sea-level, sank back within the course of a mile to
a minimum of a few inches. It was covered, for the most part, with a noisome and almost impenetrable cypress
swamp, and was visibly subject to frequent if not annual overflow. One hundred miles and mors lay betweenn thio
spot and the mouth of a river whose current, in the time of its floods, it was maintained no vessel could overcoma:

But the sagacity and Canadian pioneer eraft of Bienville had seen its advantages. The bayous of St. Jolin
and Sauvage, navigable by small sea-going vessels to within a mile of the M ississippi’s bank, led by a short coursoe
to the open waters of the lakes, and thus to the streams emptying into those lakes on their farther side, to the
countries pierced by these streams, and eastward through the same lakes to Mississippi sound and the Gulf of
Mexico. *On the opposite side of the Mississippi another easy avenue to and from the sea was presented by tho
bayou Barataria and the net-work of streams and bays of which it forms & part. By the same waters the wido
countries of the Atchafalaya, the Attakapas, and the Opelousas were also made accessible; while northward tho
DMississippi and its greas valley stretehed beyond known limits.

Here, therefore, M. de Bienville decided to establish the post which later became his capital, and placed g
detachment of twenty-five convicts and as many carpenters, who, with some voyageurs from the Illinois, mace a.
clearing and crected a few seattered huts along the bank of the river,

- POPULATION AND SOCIAL ORDER.

In the following year Bienville advocated the removal of the capital to New Orleans ; but while the matter was
under discussion, the settlement suffered a total inundation, and the project was for a time abandoned. However,
it continued to be a trading post of the Mississippi Company; in J. anuary, 1720, it was the final returning point of’
M. de la Harpe, after his arduous expedition up Red river ; in April was put under the military command of
M. de Noyan, and in December was again urgently recommended by Bienville, in colonial council, as the proper
place ’for the seat of government. His wishes were still outvoted; but he sent his chief of engineers, Sienr X.e
Blond de la Tour, a Knight of St. Louis, to the settlement, with orders *to choose a suitable site for a city wortlhy
to become the capital of Louisiana”. Stakes were driven, lines drawn, streets marked off, town lots granted,

_ ditched, and palisaded, a rude levee thrown up along the river front, and the scattered settlers of the neighborhoodi
gathered into the form of a town. . ’

In 1721, warehouses had already been evected, and Bienville,‘ in certain governmental régulations, reserved tlo
tight to make his residence in the new city. Tinally, in. June of the following year (1722), the royal commission erg
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having®t length given orders to transfer the seat of government, a gradual removal of the company’s effects and
troops from Biloxi to New Orleans was begun. In August Bienville completed the transfer, by moving thither the
gubernatorial headquarters. The place, in January preceding these accessions, already contained 100 houses and
300 inhabitants.

The large proportion of a house to every three persons—if, indeed, the quartering of troops in barracks did not
"~ make it still greater—points to the fact that most of these dwellings were not homes in that full significance which
includes the family relation. Though a church of some humble sort was not wanting, and a public hospital had
been established, gmd though the presence of a few ships in the river lent one characteristic of a sea-port, yet, in
the poverty of its appliances for domestic and for public comfort, in the wildness of the half-cleared ground, in the
frailness of its palisade huts, and the rude shelters which took the name of public buildings, and espeeially in the
undue preponderance of adults and males in the population; the place presented more the features of a hunting or
a mining camyp than of a town.

Its instability had already been brought painfully to view. On the morning of September 11, 1722, a storm
fell upon the land with such force that the churel, the hospitals, and thirty dwellings were destroyed; crops were
prostrated, and the rice, in particular, was rendered worthless.

The next year, 1723, brought no better fortune. The “Mississippi bubble” reached that point in its well-
known history, where it was beginning to reveal its embarrassments, and the colonists of Lounisiana found themselves
participating in the widespread distress which those complications produnced. :

Iesort, even in miniature, to the insane example set them in France, of an absurd system of credits, gave its
logical results; the year 1724 brought, for the moment, a satisfactory relation between the suffering planting interest
and the company’s mercantile representatives in New Orleans; moreover, new industries—notably the raising of
indigo and its manufacture—were introduced; debts were paid with paper, and the little city in embryo found
herself the metropolis of an agricultural province, the total population of whose far-scattered plantations, missions,
and military posts, was approaching 5,000 souls, and giving promise of abundant commercial tribute. ‘When the
secondary phase—{nancial collapse—followed, the colonists were extricated from their mutual obligations by the
gross expedient of a scaling process, applied by royal ediet and four times repeated ; and under this treatment, as
under a conflagration, the year 1726 brought in a sounder, though a shorn, prosperity.

But though the population of New Orleans was now approaching the number of 1,600 inhabitants, the restraints
of social life continued to Le few and weak., A few civil and military offeials of high rank had brought their wives
from Trance, and a few Canadians had brought theirs from Canada; but these were rare exceptions, inappreciable
in the total population. The male portion of the people, composed ‘prineipally of soldiers, trappers, miners,
galley-slaves, and redemptioners bound for three years’ service, was hardly of the disposition spontaneously to
assume the responsibilities of eitizenship, or to realize the necessity of publie order, while the still disproportionately
small number of females was alinost entirely from the unreformed and foreibly transported inmates of houses of
correction, with a few Choctaw squaws and African slave women. Gambling, dueling, and vicious idleness were
indulged in to such a degree as to give the aunthorities grave concern.

But now the company, as required by its charter, addressed its efforts to the improvement of both the
arehitectural and the social features of its provineial eapital, and the years 1726 and 1727 are conspicuous for these
endeavors. The impertation of male vagabonds and criminals had already ceased. Stringent penalties were laid
upon gambling, and steps were taken for the promotion of education and religion.

Though the plan of the town comprised a parallelogran of some 4,000 feet river front, by a depth of 1,500, and
was divided into regular squares of 300 feet front and depth, yet its appearance was disorderly and squalid. A few
board cabins of split eypress, thatched with eypress bark, were scattered confusedly over the swampy ground,
surrounded and isolated from each other by willow brakes and reedy ponds and sloughs, bristling with dwacf
palmetto and swarming with reptiles. :

Midway of the river front two squares, one behind the other, had been reserved, the frm‘nt one as a parade
ground or Place & Armes (now Jackson square), the other for ceclesiastical uses. The middle of this rear §quare had,
from the first, been occupied by & church, and is at present the site of St. Lounis Cathedral. R

On the left of and adjoining this church was now (1726) erected a convent for a company of. Capuchin pr.lest,
and the spiritual care of that portion of the province between the mouths of the Mi'ssissq)p; and ﬂ_le 'Illmms,
assigned to them three years before, was given into their charge. A company of Ursuline nuns, commlssmne.d to
open a school for girls and to attend the sick in hospital, arrived the year following _from France, z}ud was given
temporary quarters in a house at the north corner of Bienville and Chartres streets, Whlle the foundations of a large
and commodious nunuery were laid for them in the square bounded by the river front, Chartres street, the Rm‘a d'e
PArsenal (now Ursulines), and the unnamed street below, afterward called Hospital street—the ext.reme lower limit
of the town as then settled. This building, completed in 1730, was oceupied by the order for ninety-four years,
vacated by them in 1824 to remove to the larger and more retired convent on the river shore near the pre.sent‘ lower
limits of the city, where they remain at this day; the older house becom'ing in 1831 .the state-house, and in 1§34, as
at present, the seat of the archbishop of Louwisiana. A soldiers’ hospital was built close to the convent in the

square next above.
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The enlightened aid of the Jesuits was at the same time enlisted in behalf of male ed'u)ca.tionlapdt O'f‘ n.gri(.;-tultlugg.
Oin the 11th of April, 1726, Bienville granted to a company (‘)f these @ trnct'of land to whli,h muf} 1 inter estxat m’:‘.l s{
inasmuch as it afterward became the site of the main “American” ‘comlnermﬂl qgaryter of 1‘_“3“’ O'lle:ms. IC COmlin‘?‘
ar area of 20 arpents (3,600 feet) front, by 50 arpents (9,000_ iget) dept])r, Wltrl.llll straight lines, a%ld 1&1}*» wit ém
beyudaries now indicated by Common, Tchonpitoulas, Annunciation, arnfl l‘e.rpswhore stlreets, and the bayou : .
Julimg fur at that time this Dayou extevded far up into the bend of the river in a depression somewhat bg)'qllcl' th.o
;nwwem Hagan avenue, and not yet entirely extinet, parallel with the almost sonth-to-north course of the Mississippi,
as it howed wong the front of the described grant. To this was added, J. arnuary.22, 1728, another grant of E a»r}_)entg
fraant by 5 deep, next above the first.  On the 3d of December, 1745, the fathers bought a further tract of { 21:1:1')01}1':4
tront adjoining the second, and thus eventually comprised within their title the whole of the present first (listrict
trom Felicity to Conunon streets. The space between Common and Canal streets was reserved by the government
dx w e terre commune? for fortifieations and a public road. On this grant the Jesuits settled in 1727, ‘A‘honﬁ'o and
ehapel were built for them, slaves were furnished for their projected fields, and valuable privileges were given ’E'h(un.
No educational enterprise seems to have had their immediate attention, but a myrtle orchard (myrtle wax being a
coloniul staple) was planted on their river front, and much encouragement was given to agriculture by the exampla
of" 1heir industry and enterprise.  The orange, the fig, the sugar-cane, and probably the in digo plant, were introduced
bia them into the eolony. ,

It wus not Bienville’s privilege to effect these and other grateful changes in the aspect of the city ho had
fsunded.  The schemes of official rivals had procured his displacement, and in the preceding October he Lacd been
resiled to France and the office of commandant-general filled by his successor, M. Périer. The new governor was
4 Mentenant in the Frencli navy, and a man of many excellent qualifications for command, though deserving, far
niere thun the captain-general who filled the same chair fifty years later, the soubriquet of “crnel”, which only the
It rer received. ‘

Uuder M, Pévier improvements progressed rapidly, though several which, in at least one excellent history of
the colony, Lave been ennmerated as of this period, must be attributed to later dates. Drainage, however, and
prostectinn {from flood, received immediate attention. A levee of 18 feet erown was thrown up along the water’s
ehgre, exeeeding in length the entire front of {he town, and was continued, on smaller proportions, 18 miles up, and
as nany down, the river. But no attempt at fortification was made mntil three years after. On a well-known
ofiieial map helonging to the arehives of the department of the marine in Paris, the location of every building in
Ne=w Onleans is shown with undoubted aceuracy, as the town presented itself to the eye in 1728. The ancient I’lace
LS ruies, of the same rectangular figure that, as Jackson square, it has to-day, but larger by the width of the
present sidewalk, is shown as an open plat of grass crossed by two diagonal paths, and occupying the exact middle
of the town frout. Bebind it stood the parish chureh, built, like most of the public buildings, of brick, on the sito of
the preseut cathedral.  On the clrurel’s right were a small guard-house and prisons, and on the left wag the dwelling
of the Capuchins,  On the front of the square which flanked the Place d’Armes above, the government-house looked
out upon theriver, Its ground extended baclk through the square to Chartres street. In the corresponding squave,
on the lower side of the Place (’Armes, at the corner of Ste. Anne and Chartres, diagonally op posite the Onpuéhiua,
were tlie quarters of the government employés. The grounds facing the Place d’Armes, in St. Peter and Ste. Anne
:‘;I«;i:,(:;;t:l;t;llqi::{o’fc:g):ﬂl,hexcnpi‘g by. cor.d-wo.octl' and intrenching utensils, f.md a 1."ew Dieces c?f parked artillery,
A inst the I‘("m"r:‘roxu;d; o(f themflrii or 1ssx;1;1g ra IOHS’, 01]1J the <_)thf31'. J Qst off tpe river front, in Tou}ouse s‘tmot,
“; NN .1‘,;11;1 e .,]mm ml;m erﬁxl{iz?. - t(jui%'e,'wele' t ,e‘sn.uthlehs of the marine, while correspomlmgly. distant
v ling from (he sioor fro;’t ]‘lmﬂwi th (1 m{?, ining elﬂlOl’ side of .th(? street named for the Duc du Maine, and
1;‘r":»,<n!in25_z, wis eatled] . Streé : o;‘ : lie zrsel:llrl;llei) stx::et, wele.the king’s warehouses. The st:rectul‘a,tel.' known as
rutsing along the upper side 6f e streef( t.o C]I:a]r ts,'uppef.(],om‘ler, @t the river, was the hospital, with its grounds
“"W“m; (f."harimut‘»ix, in hié copy of tl;e m"ll ) made _lei,’_:&nle . 1:,he empty Square next below, reserved f()}" an
The barracks and the cmnpany’;‘ forges wer(e]b'tcl' in 1’3 Sqare basenen o Sarted the 'con.vent of the Ursulmos:
sreets. In the extreme upper nornbel: of the (:,itL 0 'Z'ﬁ .Sq.l-mr(? pounded by qual, St. Louts, Bourbon, and Conti
Custombouse and Decatur streetas were the hougg Eﬁld er(l)wei fr(?lg]ﬂ't What:, n lato yoars became ’5.1_10 gomer of

belrind them the humbjor quarte;s transioat] ( igﬂbuucs of the govelno.r, and 11} the square 1.1nnu'3dmiely
Chasrtres was the temporary i ¥ oceupiec M the Jesnits. At thoe north corner of Bienville and
horggh Wﬁ“mv-t\‘m (JHI;I»)WT‘L (u‘;fe jng of I‘Ehe nuns. No resident had ventured to build beyond Dauphin street,
Arsenal or abore that beBié gniilleb, ‘e‘ :sé“:mre]}ei ;;)vfllllgolss mas-léllgn‘% (11105 ha&l any 9116 settled below the street_ of the
little city transversely in half behind the chureh, seemed a fa . ~'t;le esuit fathers, Orleans street, cutting the
alorig the river front, from Bienville to Arsen'ﬂ, stréet : 1(“1011 i Cliastnes b inconspicnous citizens, while all
ffieial and eommercial Dotentates of the colon ‘—som , Hn(ll aiso § Char‘t it of sypeoyal 1086 the homes of the
half” brick, halr frame, broad and high; that l'sy of ’cwoe r oven o ond built of cybress wood; others of briek, or
betwreen the river front and Chartres ,street s,tOOI th %6 of Delors o obalt o oes. Above the Place dsumes,
BeaulienClianyiy, D' Aussesille, Permiyot D,‘ (1\‘ ose gf De_lery, Dalby, St. Martin, Dupuy, Rossard, Duval,
' ’ gaut, Dreux, Mandeville, Tisserand, Bonnaud, De Blane, and Dasfeld: below
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Rasal e Blanc, Flonsion, Brelé, Lofesite, Ootsiogo, Cuvon, paren, s sthesn e 2
Such was the appearance anc{condition o7f New Orl’e&ns in, 1728 (a‘é far as ma )é could DLe expected to show tl
But the crowning benefit, in this period of innovation, was not todb:: indcicutéd b‘1 1 .. Tn thewinter o OWElem‘w
: , y eharts. In the winter of 1727728,
tl.lere arrived from France the initial consignment of reputable girls, allotted to the care of the Ursulines, to bé
disposed of) under their discretion, in marriage. They were supplied by the king, on their departure from I':rance
each with a small chest: of clothing, and—with similar importations in subsequent years—were long known in th(;
traditions of their colouial descendauts, by the honorable distinction of the ¢jilles & la cassetz‘e”ithe girls with.
trunks, the casket girls. : :

‘ Thus, as the first decade in the history of New Orleans drew to a close, i6 became possible to sum'up on her-
account all the trne, though roughly outlined, features of a confirmed civilization: the chureh, the school, courts
hospital, council hall, virtuons homes, a military arm, and a commerce which, though fettered by the monopolyi
rights of the Company of the Occident, comprised in its exports rice, indigo, tobacco, timber, furs, wheat, and flour..

INDIAN WARS.

Hardly had the salutary changes just noted been accomplished, when troubles of the gravest sort threatened to-
arise from the direction of the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians. -Grovernor Périer called a council of their village
chiefs in New Orleans, and the ehiefs responding, met and departed with protestations of friendship and loyalty,.
which persnaded the governor to believe that he had effected a complete pacification. Suddenly, in the winter of”
1729-30, New Orleans was thrown into exeitement and consternation by the arrival of a soldier from Fort Rosalié-
(Natchez), followed in a day or two by a few others, the only survivors escaped to tell of the massacre by the
Natchez Indians of over 200 men, and the taking prisoners of 92 women and 155 children. Swmaller settlements on-
the Yazoo river and on Sicily island, in the Washita, had shared a like fate.

The city became at once the base of military operations, and the governor seized the opportunity to effect some
improvements of a defensive character. A broad moat was dug around the town, and, by the end of a year, the
place was, for the first time, surrounded with a line of fortifications. Meanwhile, every house in New Orleans,
and on the neighboring plantations, was supplied with arms and ammunition. Irom the town and its surroundings,
300 militia and as many regulars were gathered by the governor, and sent, under one of his captains, to the seat of”
war. ‘

The community which remained behind soon found itself called upon to bear many of the heaviest burdens.
of war: terror of attack, days of anxious suspense, sudden alarms, false hopes, industrial stagnation, farther militia
levies, the issue of colonial paper with its natural result—a financial panic—the reception and care of homeless-
refugees, and an abiding feeling of insecurity, arising from the restiveness of the African slavesin and near the-
town, where their number equaled or exceeded that of the master race. . '

The presence of vagrant bands of professedly friendly Indians also became, said Governor Périer, ‘a subject.
of terror,? and, with a like fear of the blacks, led to. the only acts of bloodshed of which New Orleans was the-
seene in this war. A band of negro slaves, the property of the company, armed and sent for the purpose by Périer
himself, fell upon a small party of Chouachas Indians, dwelling peaceably on the town’s lower Dorder, and
offending in nothing but their proximity, and indiscriminately massaered the entire village. Emboldened Dby this.
show of their strength, these negroes conceived the plan of striking for their own freedom, bat the plot was.
discovered, and its leaders executed.. Nevertheless, the next year after, the same blacks, incited by fugitive
slaves sent among them by the Chickasaws, seemed to have maturely planned an insurrcetion, and fixed anight
for a general destruction of the whites. The unguarded speech of an incensed negress, who hal been struck by a
soldier, again betrayed them, and eight men and the woman, ringleaders, were put to death, the latter on the-
gallows, the men on the wheel. The Leads of the men were stuck upon posts at the upper and the lower ends
of the town front, and at the Tchoupitonlas settlement and at the king’s plantation, on the opposite side of the-
Mississippi. " - v o —

Tt affords relief to turn from this record to one which digplays human nature in a kindlier aspect. The 230
women and children taken by tlie Natchez, and retaken from them, were received by the people of New Orleans
" with every demonstration of compassionate sympathy ; they were at first lodged in the public hospital, but the
Ursulines, probably just moved into their completed convent, adopted the orphan girls among them; the b_oys found.
asylums in well-to-do families, and the whole number of refugees was absorbed into the resident population, many
© of the widows again becoming wives. Thus this generously accepted burden became a blessing. ) _

By the year 1732, every able-bodied citizen of New Orleans had been called into service. 'l‘h_e war lasted ‘.[h.reer ,
years, and resulted in the total dismemberment of the Natchez people, and the incorporation of its small surviving
remnant into the Chickasaw nation. The period of comparative peace that followed, was qualified by the:
de]'_)redéxtions' of the Ohickasaws, or rather by ihe people that had found harbor among them—the Natchez and.
Yazoo Indian rofﬁgees. ' ‘ A _

In 1733, another change of administration restored Bienville to the head of affairs, and the contidence ands
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respect he had always inspired among the Indians may well have raised .thf' 1}01);3. t-hzmtv (’f;lerggllic;?d zmiln 1&57 3(.:%11)111];1;
rere soon to be extricated from their embarrassments. But no such an 1911)& ion w alized. . f ->eq, o
z‘;ickaxuw ageressions still continuing, Bienville demanded the surrender of th ?Taltlchez zlmd lfl-zg‘o 1fe 11}(%3((; 1‘:):1i1(1
wag refused.  Upon this he received jnstructions from Franc«_& to malke war, anc t. e %ar‘y k;plfm? (L e i)fu'ﬂ*eq
New Orleans again in the excitement and confusion of marshaling a small army, \thcP Yy &}1(. Y, in élll t 21 :; “:V;
and as many large canoes, embarked on the bayou St. John .for a war of extermmaho'n anlxlst the ,‘,1‘1 3 “a;((; ) L

In the lutter part of June of the same year, Bienville, re-entel_*mg the bayou St. John, (1{selllbarlce(1 the remmnant ¢
Liix forees, sick, wonunded, and dispirited, after a short, inglomou,s,'a'n.d disastrous campaign. ' arsived

In September, 1739, another foree, consisting of regulars,‘ militia, three companies of marines %ate?y;u;n Iu
from Franee, and 1,600 Indians, left New Orleans for the Chlekas.aw country, t%us time taku}g' th‘ew wt.,;t Inl)t 10
Mississippl. At a point on the rviver, near the present si_te of the mty of Memp.lns, they were joined, accoulmg:_,»‘ ti)
appointment, by levies from Canada and elsewhere, making a total force of white, red, and black men, numbering

card of 3,600, ,
upw ii:i mou’ths passed, the spring of 1740 was at hand, and once more Bienville landed at N'ew Oltle'a-ns with o
sick and starving rempant of the force that had gone out, and with no better result than a dlscre(h.ta.blu beace,
Later, pereeiving by the tenor of the French minister’s communications to him the sévere disfavor yith ‘wh.mh h(:
wits ré;r:lrded, Le wrote to France in Jannary, 1742, asking to be recalled. This was done, and on the arrival of
the Marquis de Vaudreuil as his successor, he bade a last farewell to the city which he had founded, and to that
Louisiane of which its people fondly ealled him ¢ the father”.

To one who will observe closely the effects of these wars upon the city of New Orleans, in the light of afler-
events, two main results will' come prominently forward, the one moral, the other commercial.

As to the moral, it is enough here to note these two facts: oue, that the first gencration native to New Orleans
sprang up and grew among the harsh influences of a frontier struggle against savage aggression, and for thoe
maintenanee of an arbitrary supremacy over two other races; the other, that this struggle was carried on vinder tho
deeply corrupted government of Louis XV of France.

The commerciul result was one that marked an era in the history of the city., The Company of the Indies,
inte which the Company of the Occident, or Mississippi Company, had been absorbed, discouraged by tho expense
and eontinuance of the Natchez war, and estceming their privileges on the Guinea coast and in the Bast Indics
waore worthy of their attention, had, in January, 1731, tendered, and in April of the same year had effected, the
surrender of its western charter to the French government. Thus New Orleans became, for the first time, free
fron private monopoly rights on its commerce,

In response to the king's establishment, between Louisiana and Lis subjects elsewhere, of & virtual freo trade,
i fresh intercourse sprang up with the ports of France and of the West Indies, a moderate but valued immigration
st in from these islands and, despite the Chickasaw campaigns and the emission of Paper money, inereasod {row
Year to year, while at the close of thege campaigns business still further revived, and the town, as it never Trzud done
before, began spontaneously to develop from within outward, by the enterprise of its own people,

THE FIRST CREOLES,

The tern Creole is commonly applied in books to the native of a Spanish colony descended from 12 uropean
aneestors, while often the popular acceptation conveys the idea of an origin partly African, In faet, its meaning
varies in different times and regions, and in Louisiana alone has, and has had, its broad and its close its earlior and
its later, significance. ’ ’ | |

]::ar iz.agmnce, it did not here first belong to the descendants of Spanish, but of French settlers. But sueh o
meaning unplied a certain excellence of origin, and so came early to include any native of Irench or Spanish
deseent by either parent, whose pure non-mixture with the slave race entitled him o social rank, Mueh 11‘»'&01‘ t.]‘x 4
;erm was adopted by, not eonceded to, the natives of En ropean-African or Creole-African blood and iy gtill sov u%od
among therfxselves,. At length the spirit of commerce availed itself of the money value of so ’honored a Gitle t‘:n/d
mj:(?e}rletl lr;.meaning to take in any c1.:eature or thing, of variety or manufacmre‘peculiar to Louisiana, thﬁxb n,)i;z;h'lz.

0 0 he o sty s C1ens, cos s will mot Shive thete St v
descendan. ot those worthy Ao iad 1] oo rﬁl oper will not s arg thel.r dlStll‘IG.tlon with the mnative
“eadiens? o oy oL cadlan exiles who, in 1756, and later, found refuge in Lonisians, These - remain
bl tHone s FJ n:;] 11‘1 t e third person plural, thoggh Creoles by courtesy in the second person singular; and
We L xe | re'nc y Spanish, and even, for convenience, “colored ”*Creoles, there are no Bnglish, Scotel, Irisgh

a:;;x:&gr thx ankee” Oreolfas, these all being included under the distinetive term “Americang”, ) ’ ’
vmng; o f . ;51 :t:uﬁequen@ §pamsh nor tl?e American domination yas given the Creoleg any other than the Xrench
of Tog i tacuiar, and in fine, there seems to be no more serviceable definition of the Creol 187
of New Orleans, than to say they are the French-speaking, nativ 1i : o eates of Louls;mm *

In noticing the origin and Ldevelo pment of this ) i do f‘u oS onss. 'yt
Between the u‘;pe'r 2 Torer o 1 ¢ ot this people, it does not seem necessary to distinguish harrowly

3 gocia Tanks of the settlers from whom they sprang, Many lines. of descent, it ig
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wue, were of such beginnings as are everywhere and always regarded with conventional disfavor, while a few only
sprang from progeritors of military rank and social station; yet, in view of the state of society among the Frenclh
of that day, the misconveptions of civil and personal rights, and the gross oppressions laid upon one rank of society
by another, the children of those who held the weapons of tyranny have probably as good reason (but no better)
to look with satisfaction upon their origin, as have those whose ancestors suffered the pains and ignominy of strokes
that might more justly have fallen on those who inflicted them. '

The first forty-six years of the history of New Orleans, between the date of its founding and that of the cession
to Spain, divides into two nearly equal periods. The one, 1718 to 1740, includes the origin and struggle for life
against neglect, famine, and savages; the other, 1740 to 1764, the formation process of a native community whiclh
the first had but brought into existence.

The earlier of these two periods again easily divides into two equal intervals of eleven years each. That. from
1718 to the sudden shock of the Natchez outbreak in 1729, was a term of impassive, embryotic aceretion in the
various parts and functions of the projected town; while the period of Indian wars, beginning in December, 1729,
and ending in the peace made with the Chickasaws in 1740, introduced a more active life, evolving as it progressed,
a liberation from the trammels of that company to which the city owes its origin, and bringing in, as it drew to a
close, the advance-guard of a fresh and native-born generation, and the beginnings of those new sentiments which
the suceeeding period was to carry to maturity.

The Natches war and the company's commercial oppressions—if the statement of the officlals who, in 1733,
assumed direction of affairs is accepted—had reduced New Orleans almost to starvation. While sueh a statement,
even if accurate, is not proof positive of a state of permanent beggary, it. does indicate a non-interconrse with
sources of supply and a suffocation of commerce. The comparative freedom offered to trade by the royal government
brought, as already noted, a gradual improvement in affairs, which rose, after the close of the Chickasaw campaigns
in 1740, into positive commereial life and strength. ' ’

Thus private entmpmse, the true foundation of material prosperity, was already well established. Indigo, rice, -
and tobaceo were moving in considerable quantities to Europe, and lumber to the West Indies; an import trade,
especially from St. Domingo, was active, and traffic with the Indians and with the growing white population along
the immense length of the Mississippi and its tributaries, was increasing year by year, when, on the 10th day of
May, 1743, the Marquis de Vaudreuil landed in New Orleans. \

The 'Lppomtment of the marquis, member of a family of much influence at court, to be governor of Louisiana,
inspired in the minds of the colonists bright anticipations of such royal patronage and enterprise as would greatly
broaden the prospects of the colony, and, consequently, inerease the importance of its capital.

. Dut if the advent of the “Grand Marquis? aroused expectations of municipal adornment and aggrandizement,
those expectations were but feebly met. There was an increase in the number of the troops and a great enhancement
of military splendor. In 1751 every second man in the population was a soldier in dazzling uniform. Dut as to
material aid or improvement, the very moderate efforts of the government seem to have overreached the town and
to have been directed to the encouragement, not to say taxation, of certain agricultural industries, such as the
production of tobacco and myrtle wax, the mtrodn(,tlou of sngar-cane, and the granting, yearly, to soldiers chosen
for good couduct, of tracts of land, and wives from the Casket gitls, the last company of which arrived in 1751,
honorable source of many of the best Creole families of to-day. :

Two exceptional public works were forced upon the superior couueil, by the stress of events, during the
governorship of De Vaudrenils snccessor, Kerleree, a captain in the royal navy, to whom the marquis gave place
Tebroary 9, 1753,  In the fall of 1758, France and England being at war, the French garrison of TFort Duguesne,
on the present site of Pittsburgh, evacnated it, and, taking boats, floated down the Ohio and Mississippi to New
Orleans. The barracks flanking the Place d’Armes could not accommodate so many additional oceupants, and
Governor Kerleree at once began to build another in the lower part of the city front, at a point afterward indicated
by the name Barracks street. Two years later the fortifications about the town, which appear to have fallen into
complete dilapidation, were renewed ; a line of palisades passed from the river bank below entirely ‘around to the
river bank above, with salients at the corners, ““a banquette within and a very trifling dlt(.h without” The expected
British foe, however, never came to the attack.

Beyond these measures the city was still left to its own spontaneous motion. Drainage, mmtmtlon, fire
protection, each a long-felt and urgent need, received no official attention; police regulations, little beyond the strich
surveillance of the negro-slave element; 'md the pubhc credit, alone, a detrlmcntal OVGT.S]J&I‘B in further inandations
of paper money.

Yet despite these and other drawbacles, the presence of pirates in the Gulf of Mexico, and of Inglish privateers
sometimes at the very mouth of the Mississippi, the disaffection and insolent encroachments of Indian allies,
adverse seasons (one winter, 1748, heing so cold as to destroy all the orange. trees), and a desperate degree of
corruption in the government, there was in New Orxleans, notwithstanding, a certain amount of material growth and
progress hardly to be looked for in the presence of snch embarrassments and distractions. Between the antumn
of 1749 and 1752, “forty-five brick houses were erected”,

The pertod was-also, as on a more extensive .scwle in France, one of tmnmnut‘btmu. The children of the first
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, vl 111 " U - (2 'n"‘ i
ng more and more 0 the front, were taking their parents’ places, and with the ductility characteristic

gettlors, comi ts' places, . ¢ du chazacterishs
of the Latin race, had adapted themselves to the novel mold of their immediate gurroundings. Their fathers ¢ A

mothers were passing away, or retiring into the inactivity of .advzmee(l life, and tllg‘e)nex;') ?tctlllwn (; %}fglc;llllt ofl x(1)\;3:‘\7
Orleans wnd its adjacent delta country, was now that new variety of French-speaking, bl , Peopil,

el 3 made the subject of the present chapter. . .
“IHL;;:H\’;T&KSS (;“x::mJthe tralls-itlarltic origilr)ml was much the diffetence Detween France itself 21;11(1 »the‘I'_;?q:sxsuw
delta, A xoil of unlimited fertility, instead of being an inducement;_ to industry, be(?&me, 'through the 11115’071 ‘.u t1;)11
of sluvery, merely a perpetual assurance of plenty, and, with a h'xxunous and‘ enerv‘m;mg climate, debased (;\]; ;‘1‘1]/] 1)((3;
(z:lie Jove of pleasure toan nnambitions apathy and an unrest.ra.m‘ed gensuality, The coq?teons lnnllIJGE’S? ! ‘1 ne
were lavgely retained; Dut the habib of commanding a dull and abjecs sl;we. class, over wl_uch the laws o the‘ (:O'f)llly”’
Fave m‘éx‘yb white man full powers of police, induced a certain fierce imperiousness Qf will and t({nlper; while 1:‘lmif
proud love of freedom, 50 pervasive throughout the American wilderness, rose at times to an ffbtltuda of arrgivg,:m‘t
superiority over all constraint, and became the occasion of harsh comment in reports gent to France by the otlicors
of 1he king. . .

To such people, nurestrained, proud, intrepid, sclf-reliant, rudely voluptuous,.,of a highly 111te.1'lfactu.a'1 order,
vet nnedneated, unreasoning, impulsive, and inflammable, the royal governors introduced the frivolitics and
corraptions of the Donrbon camp and palaces. . o )

The Marquis and Marchioness de Vaudreuil held their colonjal court with much pomp and dissipation, fl,ll(l it
coers fuir to impute to their example wuch of the Tove of display which, during the twelve years of the ¢ Grrandt
Mareuis'” sojourn in Louisiana, began te be developed among the citizens of its humble metropolis.

Tu the early part of this period of twenty-four years, between 1740 and 1764, New Orleans, itself, contained o
comparatively trivial proportion of slaves. In 1744, for example, the census shows but 300 adults of this gﬂa»ss\,
in a totsl population which, with 800 adult males, “almost all married,” could hardly have been less than 3,000,
Bat {liese 400 slaves were the servants of that better class of society in which controlling popular sentiments
originate, and whose intellectual and moral likeness becomes the conveutional pattern. ‘The number of glavaes,
moreover, rapidly inereased, while that of the whites, many, it is likely, being the grantees of lands in the interior,
diminished; so that the next census, dating even after the close of this period, shows no preceptible increaso in
total population, yet gives a proportion of two slaves to every three whites; indicating tho general exchange from
frev white to black slave domestie service and manual labor in New Orleans.

The dwellings of the leading class, built at fiest principally on the imwmediate front of the town or the first street
hehiud, seem, later, to have drawn back a square or two. They also spread along toward, and out through, a gato in
the pulisade wall near its north corner. A road, now one of the streets of the city and still known as Bayouw roud,
fssuedd from this gate and continued its northward conrse to the village au a bayon of St. John. - Along this suburban
way, surrounded by broad grounds deeply shaded by live-oaks, magnoliag, and other evergreen forest trees, and
often having behind them plantations of indigoe or myrtle, rose the broad, red-roofed, bub severely plain and simple
frame dwellings of the opulent class, commonly of one or one and a half story height, but generally raised on
pillars often 15 feet from the ground, and surrounded by wide verandas,

In the lofty halls and spacions drawing-rooms of these liomes, frequently in the heart of the town, in honses
of :ﬂumsF squalid exterior, their low, single-story, wooden or brick walls rising from a ground but partially drained
even of its storm water, infested with reptile life, and in frequent danger of inundation, was beginning to be seen
a t‘u‘[{lmnlur of dress and personal adornment, hardly in harmony with the rude simplicity of apartments and
furniture, and searcely {0 be expected in o town of unpaved, unlighted, and often impassable streets, surrounded
by KIS and morasses, on one of the wildest of American frontiers.

To the bad example of ostentatious living, the whole number of colonial officials, with possibly an exception
aries e Vanieu oonapiosonas, and s O6neos of s pretontion, stood bodly avousing and aéonsad of
the grossest aiud thé péttiestnﬁ‘amls: {1’1:3 1'ete;1tigao G;’b 01 esfS ple.t ensw].::, stood.boldl‘y acc}usmg ancl‘ accused of
breadstuts imported fur ﬂw kin"’; 'éroo )85 bﬁe tmﬁ(‘?él ( fS& ?1 o mendlandise Qestmecl for friendly Ifldli.ms’ fmd of
cadets’ commissions £o inféut‘s :m:l’ s'oun‘flcll’ikh'el; :ind t(l)z a \ ’mm;nir .(ff government fewors‘ 3 th9 dlst;rlbquH of
trading, making slaves of their soldiers 3 o le-idix;(: ) (13'&‘1 115; 0 ‘.t, eir names on the commigsariat :oﬂs ; officers

Donbtless, whers all were reci ”11 sors. ) 8D 1.1 euhves. .
is official. abundant, corr ?,GLIPTOCR y accusers, the degree of corruption was exaggerated ; yeb the testimony
e r B ' Or{obomnve, and verified in the ruinous expeunses which later drove France to abandon the

" he mean thne . eRochoF suh widesprend S wematy on ity |
worals were debased, idlencss and intempemnt.;ze%e :a mmal ven‘allwy on the‘ peo.ple was mos? lamentable.  Public
which flooded the eslomy begame he principal parsuit & general, speculation in the dgprecm’ced paper currenecy

The canse of religion and ed principal pursult, and insolvency the common condition.
spiritnal dominion. One sm;lll( clfaggftéﬁin?;i?l g’ﬁf t(i; o Iljle'adway._ Rival ecclesiastical orders quarreled for
worships fonnded during the eutire period, and f e public hospital, appears to have beer the only house of

Capaelins, This strife conti veriod, and finds mention only in connection with the ¢ war of the Jesuits and-
5% Thix strife continued for Tears, characterized .by ‘“acrimonious writings, squibs, pasquinades, and
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gatirical songs”, the women in particular taking sides with lively zeal. But in July, 1763, the Capuchins were left
masters of the field. Agreeably to a decree of the French parliament of the year previous, ordering the expulsion
of the Jesuits from the dominions of France, their plantation adjoining the city was confiscated by the superior
council. It was sold for a sum equivaleut to $180,000, in the latter part of the same year.

The Jesnit fathers, wherever the fault may lie, seem to have put the people of New Orleans, whose male youth
they had engaged to educate, very little in their debt, and from the time of their exile this important work was
not again regarded as a public interest, until after Lombmm had become an American state.

Thus have been enummerated the origin, surrounding influences, and resulting character and life of the early
Creoles of New Orleans. The few events remnaining to complete the record of this formative period are of special
value, as explaining the sad episode which followed their change of royal masters.

On the 16th of February, 1763, o treaty of peace between England, Spain, and France was signed at Paris.
By this treaty the French king ceded to Great Britain ¢all that he possessed, or had a right to possess, on the left
{east) side of the Mississippi”, from its source in lake Itasca, by a line through the middle of the stream, to the

-mouth of Iberville river (bayou Manchac), and so eastward to the sea throngh the middle of thatline of water already
indicated as separating Orleans island from the country north of it. ¢The town of New Orleans and the island on
which it stands,” therefore, remained to TFrance and to the still immense French province of Louisiana. The
navigation of the Mississippi, “including ingress and egress atits mouth,” was made absolutely free to the sub;ects
of both empires alike.

The laws governing the French colonies forbade trade with British vessels; yet the wants of the colonists and
the mutual advantages offering, soon gave rise to a lively commerce at a point just above the Jesuits’ plantation,
afterward the river front of the city of Lafayette, and now the fourth district of New Orleans. Here numerous
trading vessels, sailing nnder the British flag, ascending the river and passing the city on the pretext of visiting
the new DBritish ports of Manchac and Baton Rouge, landed and carried on their iuterlope commerce with the
merchants from the neighboring city. The corrupt authorities made no attempt to suppress a traffie so advantageous
in its pecuniary DLearings to the community, though most unfortunate, in accustoming the highest classes and
leading minds of the city to justify and practice the getting of honest rights by disingenuous and dishonest courses,
and doubly unfortunate in its stimunlation of the slave trade. A large business was done at this so-called * Little
Manchae” in Guinea negroes, whom the colonists bonght of the British, occasioning an increase in the agricultural
laboring force of the surrounding country, and the sudden enriching of many of the community.

Meanvwhile the Iinglish were taking possession of their newly acquired territory. In TFebruary, 1764, a Major
Loftus, with 400 British troops, came from Mobile to New Orleans, and embarked up the river in ten barges and
two canoes for the new British possessions in the Illinois territory. On attempting td land he was fired upon by
Indians in ambush, and was finally compelled to return ; whereupon he bitterly, and probably unjustly, charged the
Freneh colonists with having treacherously instigated the attack., Thus, even extraneous circumstances seemed
anhappily tending to create an excited public feeling, at a time when events were impending that called for the
most dispassionate consideration. It might be added, that abount this time began that assertion of rights and train
of events in the thirteen Butxsh colonies on the Atlaumc coast, which, o few years later, precipitated the American
Revolution.

Lven before the treaty of Paris, Kerlerec had received orders to return to France and render account of his
conduct in office. In March, 1763, the month after the treaty, the king, under the very plausible pretext of
retrenchment, ordered the (hsbandmg of all but 300 of his colonial troops. On the 29th of June M. @’ Abbadie landed
in New Oxlums, commissioned to succeed the gover nor, under the semi-commercial title of director-general, and
Kerlerec a little later sailed for Fr ance, where he was cast mto the Bastile, and “ died of grief shortly after his release”.
The colony was much agitated by the many observable symptoms of some unrevealed design to make a change
in their condition, and by and by rumor of what had been secretly transacted came to take the most repellant
shape. Yet M. @’Abbadie himself remained as uninformed as the people, and it was only in October, 1764, twenty-

“three months after the signing of the secret act at Fontainebleau, that the official announcement reached New
Orleans of her cession, with that of Orleans island and all Louisiana west of the Mississippi, to the king of Spain.

THE INSURRECTION OT 1”768.4

“Ag I was finishing this letter,” wrote the director-general, M, @’Abbadie, on the Tth of June, 1764, “the
merchants of New Orleans presented me with & petition, a copy of which I have the honor to forward. You will
find in it those characteristic features of sedition and insubordination of which I complain.”

The ohjeet of this petition was to point out a condition of affairs which must have appeared to the New Orleans
merchants intolerable, as, in the light of the town’s commereial progress, it seems incredible, until it is remembered
through what a débris of public ﬁﬁances ‘the commerce of a city or conntry may sometimes make a certain progress.

This despised voice bore, unrecognized by the arbitrary steward who so harshly denounced it to his king's
minister, a double prophetic value. There was soon to arise, between the material interests of New Orleans and the
heartless- oppressions of two corrupt governments, a struggle ending, for her citizens, in ignominy and disaster;
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while in the years yet heyond there was a time to come when commerce, not arms, Wflstt;cc; r&ie the destinies, not of
a Fre Iy r S mui;:h military outpost, but of the great southern seaporf; ofv 2 nation ye . - ] '

“ o kbt rwllxt the extreme disrelish for such an events could have blinded the people to the fact that t e cessm.n
Witk N“Ll:::f "l‘ixe ]{Jiu‘rr‘rs ietter made distinet statement of the fact; the oﬂif:ial instructions to M',d,,Abbde,m’, a8 }({
:;d? 1?2111mr 4‘)f uv:wuati; g and smrendering the province, were full and precise; they were, mor(fm el,l a-e(,gml?tn‘lzfizl
'ﬁo\l( "«lq‘»ivs of the treaty of cession and the Spanish king’s letter. of aceeptance, ancfl ’glety xefslczlht};m&; 11;(1)1 1,1?(351;;@
n}mu the minutes of the superior council at New Urleans, in order that the full tex g \

mm‘v}":ﬂ:tﬂ)’ MCL;' .51131(3. 1 inflammable Creoles, upon whose character no influence in carly life had impressed the

'I»ui: ;m ﬂu{ s )r:au,? ﬂ:l ‘falctfs were of less valug than feelings. Nor can they lightly be criticized for the distemper
?l,ﬂmi\.‘;fi:,“;?:a(:.f::g;ﬂi’mm,: The grievances done their sentiments—of nationality, of justice, even of ];nilllll()O(l——
;::3:1 u:,) ‘mmn;e ation; while in their pecuniary interests, unless .the transfer was a 1nomeg’fif1‘)}r 'exll)e(h](;u‘lt ztmd Y
political ruse, the commereial revulsion which it threatened, was 11ke]:y ’a{ leave them no bettvu than ){1{1;111)\1) . -

When there was no longer any ground for doubt, » hope was still fostered ﬂmt_ a prayer to 111}.»11. Ring 711‘1‘1,,, 31
avert the deluyed consummation of the treaty. Iarly in 1763, therefore, a ?m‘ge meeting was_ he]d,_o:f l)l;ullter.‘s {.L‘f)nv
all the nearer parts of the provinee, and of almost all notable persons in New Orlenns,.nmhuhug' somo of Lhﬂtz‘
mr-mbers of the superior eouneil and other officials.  Jean Milhet, the wealthiest merehax;lt‘ m the town, z}nd one of
thitse who hind signed the address of the previous June, was sent to France with a petition that 1]1‘(5 king wonld
srrange with Spain a nullification of the late act. A people much more accus-tomed than .the (Jz'cyﬂes to "Lh(}
disuppointient of their wishes, might have hoped that a request so consistent with natural rights would not be
Hphly denied. .

 Milhet met in Paris Bienville, then in his eighty-sixth year, and in company with him sought the royal audience..
This the minister, the Due de Choisenl—in furtherance of whose policy the transfer had been made—adroitly
prrevented thew from obtaining, and their mission was conrteously but early brought to naught.

Liut a hope that never had real foundations could not be undermined, and the Creoles, though in 1766 they
receivinl tdings from Milbet announcing the failure of Lis undertaking, fed their delusion wpon the continucd
non-urrival of e oflicer from Spain to take possession of the province, and upon the continued stay of Milhet in
Fruuce,

It would be strange, too, it this error was not further promoted by the contrast between these delays and the
prompiuess with which the British goverument was taking possession of that part of Louisiana and the Tloridas
whiclo had fallen to it Dy the treaty of Paris. Tor the acting governor, Aubry—M. @’Abbadic baving died on the
3tk of Febraary, 1T65—was not a little concerned af the perpetual passage through the harbor of New Orleans of'
Exglish xlips of war and troops, while without ships, ammunition, or woney, and only a few soldiers, whose term
of enlistment was out, he was compelled to await the slow motious of Spain in receiving a gift which she did not
covel, and which had been given to her only for fear it might otherwise fall into the hands of Great Britain,

However, iu the summer of this year a ramor came to the colonists that Spain had moved & step forward, and
1ot long afterward the superior couneil received from Havana aletter of the 10th of J uly, addressed to them by Don
Amntonio de Ulloa, a commodore in the Spanish navy, a sciéntific scholar, an author of Tenown, and at the date of
this letter the royally commissioned Spanish governor of Lounisiana. The letter announced hig expectation soon to
arrive in New Orleans in his official capacity. ' ' .

And yet this event cast another delusive shadow upon the public mind, and was interpreted as a diplofrxzubic

maneuver, when mwonth after month passed Dy, the year closed, January and TFebruary, 1766, came and went, and
the new governor had not made his appearance. At length, after nearly eight months of suspense, on the 5th of
March, 1766, he landed in New Orleans. He was accompaunied by but two companies of Spanish infantry, his
government having aceepted the assurance of France that no necessity would be found for more than this foree.
) The new governor was received with a cold and- hanghty bearing, which was silent only for a moment before:
it Kw:‘;.tme aggressive.  On the very day of his arrival his attention was called, by Foucault, the French intendant
cwmmfmry, to the 7,000,000 livres of baper money left in the colony by the French government, and af; that time-
fiﬁ‘lﬂ“ﬁﬁ‘lﬁt}f‘:{l to one-fourth its face value, This vital question was promptly and kindly answered: he would recognize:
31: .e.m the cireulating medinm at jts market value, until instructed from Spain as to its retirement, But the people:
mstantly and clamorously took stand for its redemption at par.

- Al ﬁ*w d?‘ys after I:Tvlloa’s 'arrival he was waited-on by the merchants, with a memorial comprised of a ‘serjes of
gﬁniﬁi‘fgﬂx ézuf:&i tzggo szlﬁ;clzgl ;ﬁizgei?,sl;is ;ﬂiﬁef;ls to which ’c’hfy professed to await %11 order. to know
Ulkoa termed it in a dispateh to his overnment im r-s T Sla tone could only seem to a Spanish official, what.

The first act of the saperior courﬁ:il was u'g ~I])1& 13‘1187r1n89 e_nt,.a‘nd meuacmg' . .
to exhibit his commisgion ’H e replied ’dn‘t (111&l ?aéﬂ OS; " ;;nd 111‘)'1 uhfnous. It consisted o 1’equest} ug the governor
Spanish troops, which m; s e‘cllectin i t“ ould not ta 6 possession of theicolony until thq arrival of additional
that his deatings would Lo \xt hA(;f ¢ g; that ab any rate the superior councﬂ_ was a subordinate. eivil body, and

! overnor Aubry, .
Thus the populace, the merchants, and the civil government, which, it will he seen,

later included the judiciarj*,.
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janged themselves at once in lLostile attitude Dbetore the untried government, sent them by the king who had.
mwillingly accepted them as subjects. The military was notlong in committing the same error. The three ar four:
companies left in Louisiana, under the command of Aubry, refused point Llank to pass, as the French government
had promised they should, into the Spanish service. In short, Governor Aubry, almost alone, recognized the-
cession and Ulloa’s powers. C . _

TUnder these cireumstances Ulloa thought it best fo postpone publishing the commission he had shown only to-
Aubry, or taking formal possession of the conntry. Yet he virtnally assuned control of affairs, employing his few
Spanish soldiers to build and garrison new forts at important points in various quarters of the province, and, in.
codperation with Aubry, endeavored to maintain a conciliatory policy, pending the arrival of troops; a poliey of
doubtful wisdom in dealing with a people who, but partly conscions of their rights, were smarting under a lively
knowledge of their wrongs, and whose impatient and intractable temper could brook any other sort of treatment.
with better dignity and less reseiitment, than that sort which trifled with their feelings.

Much ill-will began now to be openly expressed against the really mild and liberal Ulloa. Aun arrangement by
which the French troops remained in service, drawing Spanish pay, while continuing under French colors and the-
command and orders of Aubry, was fiercely denouneed by those who had hoped to see the Spanish autbority falk
into complete contempdt,. . _ :

It seems to have Deen persistently foreced upon Ullea’s recognition, that hehind and under all the frivolous.
criticisms and imperious demands of the New Orleans people, the true object of their most anxious dread and.
aversion, was the ivon tyrannies and extortions of Spanish colonial revenne laws. And for this fecling,
notwithstauding the offensive memorial by which it was first made known to him, he appears to have had a kind
consideration. As early as the 6th of May, only two months after his arrival, he began a series of commercial
concessions, looking to the preservation of that trade with France and the French TWest Indies which the colonists.
had believed themselves doomed tolose. Yet neither did these escape the resentment and remonstrance of the
citizens, and it clearly shows how supreme the mercantile interest was in this whole movement, that the proposalk
of Ulloa to fix a schedule of reasonable prices on all imported goods, through the appraisement of a board of
disinterested citizéns, was the subject of snch grievous complaint, even by the mass of consumers whom it was-
expected to benefit, that the unjust and oppressive, though well-meant, ordinance was verbally revoked.

Quite as active, and not less prevalent, was the influence of those office-liolders in the superior council and
other ¢ivil positions, whom the establishment of a Spanish colonial government might be expected to displace,
and it was greatly through the mischievous diligence of these that every incident or mistake, however harmless-
or trivial, became tho subject of vindictive fault-finding against the now incensed and threatening Spaniard,
and that even “his manner of living, his tastes, his habits, his conversation, the most trivial ocearrences in lis.
household ”, were constrned offensively. The return of Jean Milhet from Franee in December, 1767, with {inak
word of ill-suceess, only further increased the hostility of the people.

- However, the year passed away and nine months of 1763 followed. Ulloa and Aubry, as between themselves,.
conducted affairs with almost unbroken harmony, notwithstanding Aubry’s poor opinion of the Spanish governor’s.
administrative abilities; and although their repeated inmovations in matters of commerce and police, now and
then produced painful surprises in the community, yet they were meeting a degree of success which led Aubry to-
assert, in one of his dispatches to France, and no doubt to believe, that they were ¢gradually molding Frenchzr'len‘
to Spanish domination”. The Spanish flag had been quietly hoisted over four new military posts, without removing-
the French ensign from over the older establishments, and the colony was apparently living peacefully under hoth:
standards, ' ‘

But under this superficial disguise, the true condition of the public mind was such as may be inferred from
Aubry’s own account of the distressing embarrassments that beset the colony; the fate of the 7,000,000 livres of
French paper money still remained in doubt; the debts of the colony, assumed by the Spanish gove{:nment, were
unpaid; there were a shrinkage of values amounting to 66 per cent., a specie famine and Widesprgad 11}solvency., a-
continued apprehension of disaster to follow the establishment of Spanish power, a governor showing himself daily
more and more unable to secure the affections and confidence of the people, and finally, the ramor of a royal decree
suppressing the town’s commerce with France and the West Indies. ‘ . o o

Now it was that a deficiency in habits of mature thought and self-control, and in that study of reciprocal
© justice and natural 1ights, which becomes men who would maintain their ground against pl)pression, bepame to 1}11&
‘people of New Orleans and Louisiana a calamity. With these qualities in them and in their leaders, the msu}“rectlou
of 1768 might hiave been a revolution for the overthrow of tyranny, both French and Spanish, and the establishment
‘and maintenance of that right to self-government which belongs to any oppressed. people. Dub the vsgmzous,,
mnreflecting Creoles, though imbned with a certain spirit of freedom, discerned but faintly the 1)rofou_nd pI‘ln‘C‘JplES
of right which it becomes the duty of revolutionists to assert and. to strugglg for ; they rose merely in passionate
' revoltagainst a confused group of real and fancied grievances, s‘ought} to be lllrgox'erne(l }'ather thm} self-governed,

and, following the lead of afew uneasy office-holders, became a warning in thelI‘k many-sided shortslglxte(lness, gng}-.

an example only in their andacious courage. . _ | ’ -
It was on the 25th of Octoler, 1768, that a secret conspiracy, Jong and carefully planned, and in which were
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.engaged some of the first officers of the colonial goveinment, and some of the leading merchants of New Orleans,

. revealed itself in open hostilities. Lafréniere, the attorney-general, was at its bead; Foucault, the intendant
commissary, was an active spirit; and Jean and Joseph Milhet, brothers, Pierre Caresse, Joseph Petit and Pierre
Poupet, prominent merchants, Noyan and Bienville, nephews of the city’s founder, Jerome Doucet, a distinguished
lawyer, Pierre Marquis, & captain of Swiss troops, and Balthasar de Masan, Hardy de Boishlance and Joseph
Villeré, plantels and public men, were leaders in the plot and in its execution.

Thuse men had taken care to create the belief, in the settlement some twenty miles above New Orleans on the
Mississippi river, called the German coast, that certain Spanish obligations, some time due the farmers there,
would not be paid. On the date mentioned, an agent, intrusted with funds for the payment of these obligations,
+was arrested by a body of citizens under the orders of Vlllere, and deprived of the money.

On the 27th Foucault called & meeting of the superior council for the 28th. “During the night,” says the
prineipal historian of this episode, “the guns which were at the Tchonpitoulas gate” (that of the upper river-side
«corner) “were spiked, and the next morning, on the 28th, the Acadians, headed by Noyan, and the Germans by Villeré,
-entered the town, armed with fowling-pieces, with muskets, and all sorts of weapons.” Other gates were foreed,
.other companies entered, stores and dwellings were closed, heavy bodies of insurgents paraded the streets, and, in
the words of Aubry, “all was in a state of combustion.” A mass meeting was harangued by Lafrénidre, Doucct,
:and the brothers Milhet, and a petition signed by 600 men was sent to the superior council, then in session, asking
the official action which the members of that body were ready and waiting to take. With the help of Aubry, whose
whole foree numbered only 110 men, Ulloa retired with his family on board the Spanish frigate lying in the river.
The council met again on the 29th, and, against the warnings and reproaches of Aubry, adopted, as petitioned by
the meeting of the day before, a report enjoining Ulloa to “leave the colony in the frigate in which he came,
without delay”.

Aubry, requested by the leaders of the conspiracy to resume the government, reproached them with rebellion,
.and predieted their disastrous end. Ulloa, the wisest and kindest well-wisher of Louisiana that had held the
gubernatorial commission since Bienville, sailed on the 31st of October, not in the Spanish frigate, which was
-«letained for repairs, but in a French vessel, enduring at the last moment the songs and jeers of a throng of night
roysterers, and the menacing presence of sergeants and bailiffy of the council. '

The colonists, as wéll as Aubry, Ulloa, and Foucault, now hurried forward their messengers, with their various
declarations, to the courts of France and Spain. That of Aubry, and that of Ulloa, from Havana, may be passed

without comment; that of Foncault, with the remarlk that it was characterized by the shameless double-dealing,
avhich leaves to the intendant commissary alone, of all the participants in those events, a purely infamous memory.

The memorinl of the colonists, with its various accompanying depositions, eompels a moment’s attention.
In the midst of a most absurd confusion of truth and misstatement, of admissions fatal to their pleadings, arrogant

-announcement of unapplied principles, and enumeration of those real wrongs for which France and Spain, but not
Ulloa, were to blame, the banished governor was accused on such charges as having a chapel in his own house,
-absenting himself from the French ehurches, fencing in a fourth of the public commons to pasture his private horses,
sending to Havana for a wet nurse, ordering the abandonment of a brick-yard near the city on account of its pools
-of putrid water, removing leprous children from the town to the inhospitable settlement at the mouth of the river,
forbidding the public whipping of slaves in town, and thereby compelling masters to go six miles to get their slaves
whipped, landing at New Orleans during a thunder and rain storm and under other ill omens, claiming to be king
-of the colony, offending the people with evidences of “sordid avarice”, and (as the text has it) “many others
equally just and terrible.

The most unfortunate characteristic of the memorial, however, was the fulsome adulations loaded upon the
anworthy king who had betrayed its authors. The chiefs of the insurrection hiad at first entertained the bold idea of
declaring the independence of the colony and establishing a republic. To this end two of their number, Noyan
and Bienville, about three months before the outbreak, had gone secretly to Governor Elliot, at Pensacola, to treat
for the aid of British troops. In this they failed; and though their lofty resolution, which might, by wiser leaders,
have been communicated to the popular will, was not at once abandoned, it was hidden and finally smothered

- under a disingenuous pretense of the most ancient and servile fealty to the king and government, whose

incapacity and perfidy were the prime cause of all their troubles: ¢“Great king, the best of kings, father and
protector of your subjects, deign, sire, to receive into your royal and paternal Losom the children who have no
other desire than to die your subjects,” ete.

Such was the address which Lesassier, St. Lette, and Mllhet the three delegates representing the superior
conncil, the planters, and the merchants, carried to France. The aged Bienville had at length gone to his final
Test, and. they were compelled to make their appearance before the Duc de Choiseul unsupported. . St. Lette, a
founer intimate of the duke, was cordially received; but the deputation, as such, was met with frowns, and heard
-only the ominous intelligence that the king of Spam, already informed, had ’mken all the steps necessary to a
permanent occupation. With these tidings Milhet and Lesassier 1eturned having effected nothing save the issuing
-of an order for the refunding of the colonial debt, at three- fitths of its nomlml value, in 5 per cent, bonds

r
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[n o letter of the 21st of March, 1769, Poucault cantiously and covertly deserted his associate conspirators, and
denounced them to the French cabmet

On the 20th of April the Spanish frigate sailed trom New Orleans, first setting the three Spanish officers, .
Loyola, Gayarre, and Navarro, ashore in the town, where they remained unmolested.

At length the project of forming a republic was revived and given definite shape and advocacy. But the
moment of opportunity had passed, and news of the approach of an overwhelming Spanish military and naval force
paralyzed the spirit of the people.

Thus bavebeen shown, in outline, the salient causes and events of this bold but misguided uprising against the
injustice and oppression of two royal powers at once, by “the first Tiuropean colony (in America) that entertained
. the idea of proclaiming her independence”. Its results may be still more cursorily stated.

On the 18th of August, 1769, Don Alexandro O’Reilly, accompanied by 3,600 chosen Spanish troops—a force
nearly one-half larger than the total number of able-bodied white men in the province—and with fifty pieeces of
artillery, landed, with nmprecedented pomp, at the Place d’Armes, from a fleet of twenty-four vessels.

On the 21st twelve of the principal movers in the insurrection were arrested. Two days later Toucault was
also made a \prisoner. One other, Braud, the printer of the seditious documents, was apprehended, and a
proclamation announced that no other arrests would be made. TFoucault was taken to France, tried by his own
government, and thrown into the Bastile. DBraud was set at liberty. Villeré died on the day of his arrest.
Lafrénitre, Noyan, Caresse, Marquis, and Joseph Milhet, were shot, and the remaining six were sentenced to the
Moro castle, Havana, where they remained a year, and were then set at liberty. The declaration of the superior
ccouncil was burned on the Place d’Armes,

On the 25th of November the official machinery of a new colonial and munieipal gow ernment replaced the old,
and by the year 1770 the authority and laws of Spain were everywhere operating in full force. Aubry refused a
high commission in the Spanish army, departed for France, and, after having entered the river Garoune, was
shipwrecked and lost,

THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL AND THE CABILDO.

The superior council, the administrative body which, in the struggle of 1768, was the bold advocate and
champion of those commerunl interests whose preservation was the main motive of the uprising, owed its origin to
Louis XV,

In 1712 this monarch had granted to Anthony Crozat his monopoly of the ‘colony’s commerce. It had been
given in contemplation and consideration of Crozat’s intention and pledge to settle the country with Europeans,
and there being as yet no officer of justice in the infant colony, it was deemed most convenient to establish, on a
sort, of probationary tenure of three years, commencing in 1713, a superior council, Jurisdiction was given it in all

cases, civil and criminal. Xt was composed of but two persons at first, the governor and the commissary ordonnateur,
.or of three, connting its clerk. The system of laws twhich this body was to administer, was the ancient ¢ custom of
Paris”, with the laws, edicts, and ordinances of the kingdom of France; it being oune of the terms of Crozat’s charter
that the colony should be so governed.

In the month of September, 1716, the provisional three years being about to expire, a perpetual royal edict
re-established the council on a permanent footing. Its dignity was raised in accordance with the increasing
importance of the colony, and its organization was enlarged to comprise the governor-general of New Ifrance, the

“intendant of the same province, the governor of Louisiana, a senior counselor, the lieutenant-governor, two puisie
counselors, and an attorney-general; also, as before, o clerk. Its powers were those of similar bodies in ather
French colonies, as St. Domingo and Martinique. It held its sessions monthly, dispensing justice for the entire
.colony as far as called upon, and administering the civil government of the province. Three of its eight members
in civil, and five in criminal, cases formed a quorum. A germ of popular government lay in a provision, that in the -
.event of proper or unavmdable absence of members, a quorum could be made by calling in & corresponding number
of notable inhabitants. g

A peculiar feature of this tribunal was, that though the governor of New Trance, and, in his absence, the
governor of Louisiana, occupied the first seat in the council, yet the intendant of New France, or, if he were not
present, the senior counselor, performed the functions of president, collecting the votes and pronouncing judgment.

- The principle was found still in full play when, in 1768, Foucault ruled the insurgent council and signed its

" pronouncements, while the protesting but helpless Aubry ﬁlled the seat of honor. In all preliminary proceedings,
such as the affixing of seals and inventories, the senior counselor officiated and presided as @ judge of the fnst
instance.

Crozat, entirely disappointed in his expectation of openmg a tlade with Spanish America, in August, 1717, .
sunendere(l his charter, and, the province being transferred to the Oompagme d’Occident, or Western Company,
its directors solicited certain modifications esteemed necessary in the orgamzatmn and ot‘ﬁces of the superior council.

Oonse’quently, by an edict issued in September, 1719, it was made to consist of such directors of the company
as might be in the province, the commandant-general, a senior counselor, the two king’s lieutenants or lieutenant-
governor, three other counselors, an attorney-general, and a clerk., The quorum, and the arrangements for securing
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it. remained unchanged; the sessions continued to be monthly; the council was still, as %t had been 1'1‘0}11 th? 1.1_1.‘31“‘,
a court of last resort; but now it was elevated beyond the province of a court of the ﬁ'rst. instance into a jurisdiction
purely appellate, and inferior tribunals were established in various parts of the growing colpny. oval officers. bt

These lower courts are specially notewortliy, in the fact that they were presided over, 1_1013 by r 0y al ottlecrs, i
Dy agents of the company, one in each, with notables of the neighborhom'l, two fo? G'IV.ll an(.l .10111' for (‘31'1‘m}uﬂl
cases, Thus, in various developments, the administration of the colony’s civil and judicial affairs was gradunally
showing more and more the features of a representative rule. ’ _ .

Tt was this superior couneil which, in 1722, removed to the new settlement of: New Orleans,. and thus nmd_e it
the colony’s eapital. In 1723 and 1724, it was exercising powers of p_o]ice, a.ud, in 1726, incurring tho searclm.lg
investigations of the royal commissary, De la Chaise, and the emphatic }‘epmmand of' the home g()veralhll‘z‘eljt. .1,11
1728, August 10, a decree of the king assigned to the council the supervision of land titles. Spem-nl sessions were
neld once or twice a week as a lower court, by two of its members, chosen, and removable by -it, to try éauses
involving values not exceeding 100 livres ($22). ;

On surrender of the India Company’s charter, in 1732, the superior council was again remodeled. Its
memhership was increased to twelve and a secretary, beside the governor-general of New Irance. Two years
later, in 1742, the labors of the council were so increased, by litigation arising out of the increase of trade, that four
assessors were added, to serve four years, and to sit and rank after the counselors, voting only in cases wlhero tho
record was referred to them to report on, or where they were needed to complete a quornm, or in the event of u tio
vote. .

The power over land deeds was, on the 13th of March, 1748, extended, by royal decree, to allow the making of
good titles, upon inventories prepared in good faith, and recording them, though unofficial and informal, when
such defeets were the result of the absence or incompetency of public officers.

Such was the body which, twenty years later, though it ecould not quite shake off an outward pretense of
oheisance to royalty, made bold to demand openly the rights of freemen for the people, of whom it had grown to
I sort of Jegislature, and to lay plans secretly for free government, |

It was through the superior council that, in 1724, was issned that dark enactment which , for so many years, and
during three dominations, remained on the statute book—the well-named Black Code, One of its articles forbade
the freeing of a slave without reason shown to the council, and by it esteemed good. It was the superior conncil
which, in or about the year 1752, resisted the encroachments of the Jesuits, though these were based on a
commission from the bishop of Quebee; and it was this body that, in 1763, anticipated by the space of a year the
actual expulsion of the same troublesome order from France, and dispossessed it of its plantations in Louisinna.
Rochemeore, an intendant commissary sent from France in 1758, found this council, headed by Governor Kuorloree,
100 strong for him, was rudely jostled by it, and, in 1761, was dismissed from office on its complaint to the king.
And it Wﬂ.‘:% the superior couneil which M. d’Abbadie, in a dispateh of the 7th of June, 1764, denounced as » bhody
s? filled with what he esteemed the spirit of sedition, that he thought it highly desirable to remove from it tho
Creo}e members, and ill their places with imported Frenchmen. It was natural that O'Reilly, invested with
special power to establish the civil and military branches of government, in such form as might seem to him
b€f%t to promote the king’s service and the happiness of his subjects, should promptly, and once for all, abolish
iﬁzsciﬁ;(g:nt of the popular will; and in November, 1769, at his direction, the superior council gave placo to

_In. thi{; passage from French rule to Spanish, the radical nature of the change lay, not in the laws, but in the
ﬁ;ﬁ:gﬁé :fomﬁ*:ré rt;xe lion’i :ﬁare} of which was held in reserve in the hzu.lds of the military and ceelesinstical
and pomp, to the cabildy Wn and the chureh, while an extremely slender portion was doled out, with muech form
o m’ﬁ:}l?&bggik con;sé:t;d ot;) tenh]pembers2 1‘{1 add.ition to the governor, w.ho.pres.ided at its meetings, and an eseribano,
of office: that (;f ho & Igﬁleerrs ;g)uwai ghf?;ledbn}to two m:im groups,.dlstmg‘mshed by the charafzter of their tenure
tenure acquired by purohass group, 1, being annua and elective, wlile that of the remainin £ six was o lifo
o t}i?; ::')llg ;1:::(;(%) ;z‘éntl;})xf:t'we? chosfcfain on the first of ea(}h year, by the whole cabildo, including the votes
Excent b ; Ire from office. They were regun-gd to be householders and residents of the toven.

PL by a unanimous vote, they could not be re-elected until they had Dbeen two years out of office. No officer ox
attaché of the financial department of the realw, nor any bondsman of such, nor any one under the acg' £ tlfm o
;?g‘;‘;f }?zls(’lﬁgviv;ox;vix:t to the Catholic faith, could qualify. Two filled the’ofﬁce of alealdes ordincw";cl)e;?().;‘ c(:‘n(la]lrl:g;;

g ¢h his separate—civil and criminal—daily court in the town hall, and-—fi 28 involvi d
;‘;’2 ?;i%-_;l?tevenmg court for_m;e hour at his residence, where he rendered unwritt,en decii?(l;nc:“s&‘ilgjl; ;}Egtﬁeﬁ::
at cocl e;wastx cglagg);sii ;ir(l) If:.ll civil cases, and they were without jllrisdiction over any who could clajnl a military or

A third electj , , or e ’ . ‘

- not, as the modern usage of the title might inaply, a
il

!
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prosecuting officer, though as the municipal attorney it was his duty to sue for revenues and other debts due fthe
town, and he was present in its interest at all apportionments of lands. The last of the four was the mayordomo-
de-proprios, the municipal treasurer, who made his dishursements upon the cabildo’s warrants, and rendered to it
annually, on vacating his.office, an account of the year’s business.

The seats in the cabildo, acquired by purchase, were bought, primarily, at auction from the government,
These could be sold again by those leaving them, to their successors, provided that the royal treasury must receive
half the price of the first transfer and one-third the price of subsequent transmissions. In these sat the six regidors
or admlmstmtors—htemlly, rulers. The first lield a merely honorary office under the title of alferes reul, the royal
standard-bearer, and was without official functions, unless the death or absence of one of the alcaldes called him to
fill the vacancy to the end of the annual term. The second regidor was the alealde mayor provincial, a magistrate
with jurisdiction over crimes and migdemeanors committed beyond town or village limits, and with power to
overtale and try persons escaped to such regions. The third was the alguazil mayor, a civil and eriminal sheriff,
superintendent of police and prisons; and the other three, ranking according to the seniority of their commissions,
were the depositario-general, a keeper and dispenser of the government stores, the recibidor de penas de camara, a
receiver of fines and penalties, and a sixth, to whom no individual official fuuctions were assigned.

Thus constituted, the cabildo met every Friday in the town hall. It heard appeals from the decisions of the
alealdes ordinarios, through two of the regidors, chosen by it to sit with the alcalde, who had given judgment; but
this was only where judgment had been given for not more than $330, larger cases being assigned by the king
to such tribunal as he might select. At its discretion it sold or revoked the meat monopoly, and the many
other petty munieipal privileges which characterized the Spanish rule. The expenditures of town government
were made on the cabilde’s warrants, but not without consent of the royal governor, except the most paltry sums;
while on the other hand the cabildo was required to exact of the governor, before he entered upon the duties of Lis
office, good and sufficient security for its proper conduect, and his pledge to submit to its investigation any or all of
Lis acts. '

Full details of the elaborate machinery of administration, with its laborions forms and pomps, would be
unprofitable. The underlying design seems to have been not to confer power, but to scatter and neutralize it in
the hands of royal officials and of a cabildo which, loaded with titles, and fettered with minute ministerial duties,
was, S0 to spealk, the superior council shorn of its locks; or, if not, a body, at least, whose members recognized
their standing as guardians of the people and servants of the king. ‘

Immediately upon organizing the cabildo, O'Reilly announced the appointment of Don Louis de Unzaga, colonel
of the regiment of Havana, as governor of Louisiana, and yielded him the presidential chair. Yet, under his own
higher commission of captain-general, he continued for a time to govern, The instructions which he had published
established in force the laws of Castile and of the Indies, and the use of the Spanish tongue in the courts and public
offices, and so far was this carried, that the notarial records of the day show the baptismal names of property-
liolders of French and Anglo-Saxon origin, changed to a Spanish orthography, and the indices made upon those
instead of upon the surnames. The official use of the French language was tolerated only i in the judicial and
notarial acts of the military commandants, who ruled everywhere outside of New Orleans.

Thus, in all things save the habits and traditions of the people, the town, and the great territory of which it

was the czmplta,l became Spanish, The change in the laws was not a violent one; ; there was a tone of severity and
a feature of arbitrary surveillance in the Spanish, that may have carried an unpleasant contrast, but the principles
of both the French and the Spanish systems had a common origin, the one remote, the other a]most direct, in the
Roman code, and their similarity was specially marked in their bearings upon the all-importait points of the m.mtal
relation and inheritance. The recopilaciones of Castile and the Indies went into force, without other friction than
resulted from change of tongue, and under these laws, with the Fuerv Viejo, Fuero Juzco, Partidas, Autos
Accordados, and Royal Schedules, justice continued to be administered np to and through the recession to Trance,
and until the purchase of the province by the United States. And though in 1808, this system gave place in part
to a “digest of the civil laws then in force”, arranged after the code of Napoleon, yet from it, and especially
from the Parmdas, are derived many of the features of the code of practice of Louisiana of to-day. - Tor while, by .
an act of the Louisiana legislature of March 12, 1828, ““all the civil laws in force before the promulgation of the
civil code” (of 1825) ¢ were declared abrogated”, yet the supreme court has decided that they are still the statute
laws of the state, and that the legislature did not intend to abrogate those principles of law which had been
established or settled by the decision of courts of justice.

After all is said, it is proper to remark the wide difference between the laws themselves and then a(lministration.
Spanish rule in Lomsiana was better, at least, than French, which scarce deserved the name of goverument :
while as to its laws, the state of Louisiana, in which by reason of its capital these laws were best known and most
applied, ““is at this time the only state, of the vast territories acquired from France, Spain, and Mexico, in whmh the
civil law has been retained, and forms a large portion of its jurisprudence.””

~On the 29th of October, 1770, O'Reilly sailed from New Orleans with the greater part of the troops he had
brought with him, this signifying the completion of his commission in the entire and peaceful establishment of the
Bpanish powers. The force left by him in the eolony amounted to 1,200 men, He had himself made several

v p :
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suggestions to the home government, advantageous to the commercial iuteres;s of }{) (iW Orllfa,ns, z.mc}ﬂil;ss 31?‘1;):;(2;111{:
i i intended to induce, if possible, a change in ‘

as the signal for the commencement of active measures in @ chas ¢ '

(Tf the peoﬁle consonant with the political changes forced upon them. Such was the kindlier task of the wise and

mild Unzaga. .
SPANISH CONCILIATION.

While Spain had heen delaying to take possession of Louisiana, and tempc_)rizing with vthe mettiesome citizens
of her capital, the commercial adventurers of another nation had been mor_e diligent. ’ . ' -

I found the English,” says O'Reilly in-a dispatch of October, 1769, “in complete possession of the commg o
of the eolony. They had in this town their merchants and traders, with open stores and shop§, and I‘ can snpfgly
assert, that they pocketed nine-tenths of the money spent here. * * * I drove off all the Enghs‘h traders ”murl‘ thtj
other individuals of that nation whom I found in this town, and I shall admit here none of the1.1‘ vessels,”  Thus
pointediy did he set forth the despotic relation which the town and province hac;l been, and still were, forced to
aeeept from their European master, whether he were the Freneh Louis or the Spanish Charles. ' ‘

That the rule of Spain in Louisiana was grossly oppressive in the letter of its laws and regulations, is « ﬁ.wt;,
however, merely in keeping with the times in which it existed. Colonies had not yet come to pe rega}jded as having
inherent rights, hut were looked upon in most cases as commercial ventures, projected in the mteres.t of the
sovereign’s revenues, and upon which monopolies and like restrictions were laid, or indulgences bestowed, simply as
that interest seemed to require. , , ‘ o

It was on this prineciple that Crozat, Law, and Louis XV had, each in torn, conducted affairs in Louisiana.
In pursuance of the sawe course, Charles IIT, after the momentary concessions of May, 1766, in Septmnper of the
same year, had established those commereial regulations against which the Creoles so boldly protested. It was not
alone against the truly Spanish surveillance placed upon the prices of all imported goods, that this protest hind
been made; by these regulations commerce with France was reduced to the importation of articles of necessity,
awl that of St. Domingo and Martinique to the exchange of wine and breadstuffs for lumber and grain, in
passported ships, on policed bills of lading, and only until such a time as Spain could take measures to supplant
these trades Ly a commerce exclusively her own. Beyond this the porti of New Orleans, with the vast provines

diehind ity was shut out from every market in the world, except certain specified ports of Spain; ‘markets where, her
merehants complained, they could neither sell their produce to advantage nor buy the merchandise wanted in thoe
province. They could employ only Spanish Dhottoms commanded by subjects of Spain. Their vessels could not
even put into a Spanish-American port except in distress, and then only under onerous restrictions. The commerco
of the port was virtnally throttled, merely by an actual application of the principles whieh had always lun g over it,
and only by the loose administration of which the colony and town had survived and grown, while Anthony Crozat
had become bankrupt, Law’s Compagnie d'Occident had been driven to other fieldy of enterprise, and Louis XV
hail heaped up a loss of millions more than he could pay.

In fact, the life and growth of the port and of the colony had: depended on. the double influence of gross
disregard of the royal enactments by the officials, and a bold infraction of them by the people. And in 1770 Don
Louis de Unzaga, assuming authority, and seeing the extremity to which the people were driven, resumed the
accustomed policy, and the same desirable ends began again to he met by the same lamentable expedients. Il
method, which was also the method of those who came after him, worked in two opposite directions at once, and
brought relief to the colony’s commerce by Procuring, on the one hand, repeated concessions and indulgences from
the king, and on the other, by overlooking the evasion by the people of those onerous burdens whiéh the homo
government still required to De laid on them, '

N o? that Unzaga began at the beginning. Royal abatements had been made as early as in Mareh, 17 68, when an
exemption from import duty was decreed on fereign and Spanish merchandise. O’Reilly himself, a year and a half
Ia‘ter, had recommended an entirely free trade with Spain and Havana, enumerating the colony’s wzints-—#‘i‘lour,
wine, o_il, iron instrument_s, arms, ammunition, and every sowt of manufactured goods for clothing and other
({omfstle purposes”-—a.nd its exportable products—timber, indigo, cotton, furs, and a small quantity of corn and
rice”, and recommgndmg that vessels owned in the colony be placed on an equality with Spanish vessels, I WS
probably due to his efforts that, in 1770 or 17 71, permission wag given, allowing as many as two vessels a year o
enter the port of New Orleans froin France. , : ~ ) , ‘

_Upon tpese followed, from year to Year, the concessions procured by Unzaga, the equally effective lenity of hig
s}dmlmstratxojl, and various other events and conditions of kindred influence. The river trade with British vesgels
}?gﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁlﬁ. Under cover of ‘:;radingnwith the British postsl on the eastern bank above Orleans island, they supplied
;ﬂg aaceg’:zzl?geihe ru*{ar co:asts ) abqye and be{ow_, ‘with goods and with slzwgs. Anything offered in exchange
s : oot , T e‘,»nuei aW:? A\ ere‘ mentioned only in Jest, profits were large, (frecht was free and long, and business

k. nder the nvev{ bank where now standg the snburh of Gretna, opposite the present fourth distriet of Neow
Orleans, two large floating warehouses, fitted up with counters and shelves, and stocked with assorted merchandise,
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The merchants of New Orleans, shut out from participation. in this contraband trade, complained loudly but in
vain to Unzaga. In 1773, however, when their complaints were turned against their debtors on the plantations,
who, wazxing prosperous, were buying additional slaves and broadening their lands with money due the New
Orleans merchants for crop-advances, the governor’s ears were opened, and drawing upon his large reserve of
absolute power, he gently but firmly checked and corrected this imposition.

Meanwhile, certain royal concessions, dated Aungust 17, 1772, and made in response to O’Reilly’s suggestions,
were failing to afford appreciable relief to legitimate commerce, because so narrowed. as to be almost neutralized by
restrictive provisos. ' But Unzaga’s quiet power worked for the benefit of the people under his rule, not alone in
the direction of their commercial relations. While the town was languishing under the infliction of these so-called
concessions, his conservative and pacifie treatment of a flerce cr usade, made by newly imported Spanish Capuchins
against their French brethren, and certain customs which these had long permitted to obtain among the laity,
averted an exodus of Creoles from New Orleans, which he feared might have even destroyed the colony. ;

”’fndeed the colony had already suffered a grave loss of this character. While O’Reilly was still in the provinee,.
50 large a proportion of the merchants and mechanics of New Orleans had removed to St. Domingo, that a few-
days before his own departure hoe ceased to grant passports. No corresponding influx seems to have offset this:
deple‘mon, and in 1773 Unzaga wrote to the bishop of Cuba that “there were nob in New Orleans and its environs

2,000 souls” (meaning possibly whites) “of all professions and conditions”, and that most of these were extremely
poor. An imprudent governor might have reduced the town, if not the province also, to a desert. . But under
Unzaga conciliation soon began to take effect; commissions were eagerly taken in his “regiment of Louisiana? by
Creoles—the pay being large and the syord the true symbol of power—hile its ranks were filled by soldiers from
the late French, as well as from the Spanish troops; and the offices of regidor and alcalde were by and by occupied
by the bearers of such ancient Creole names as 8t. Denis, La Chaise, Fleurieau, Forstall, Duplessis, Bienvenue,
Dufossat, Livandais. In 1776 Unzaga was made captain-general of Caracas, and in the following year left in
- the charge of Don Bernardo de Galvez, then about twenty- one years of age, a people still French in feeling, it is
true, yet reconciled, in a measure, to Spanish rule.

At this point a chzmge took place in the Spanish foreign policy, and the French instead of the English merchants
commanded the trade of the Mississippi. The British traders fond themselves suddenly treated with great rigor,
Galvez commencing the new movement by the seizure of eleven of their vessels richly laden, and exceeding the
letter of the Franco-Spanish treaty in privileges bestowed upon the French. The prospect for the future of New
Orleans brightened rapidly, and the spirit of the people revived,

TUnder certain restrictions, trade was allowed with Campeachy and the French 'm(l Spanish West Indies, The
importation of slaves from these islands, because of their spirit of insurrection, had been for a long time forbidden,
but the trade in Guinea negroes was now specially encouraged; a little later the prohibition against the former
trade was removed. In March, 1777, a 4 per cent. export duty was reduced to 2 per cent. In April, 1778, Galvez,
though only governor ad 'interim, by his own proclamation gave the right to trade with any port of France, and a
few days later included the ports of the thirteen British colonies then engaged in that struggle for independence,
in which the fate of the little captive city at the mouth of the Mississippi was so profoundly though obscurely
involved. TFurs and peltries shipped to any port of Spain were made free of export duty for ten years. The
Spanish government became the buyer of all the tobacco raised in the province, and endeavors were made to induce
a French and a French West Indian immigration.

The value of nearly all these privileges was presently reduced to very little, by the issue of British letters of
marque against the commerce of Spain, and by the active participation of France in the American revolution.
Galvez was looking to his defenses, building gunboats, and awaiting from his kmg the word Whloh would -enable
him to try his conscious military talents.

But another trade had sprung up, the direct result of these new conditions. Some eight years before, at thej
moment when the arrival of 2,600 Spanish troops and the non-appearance of their supply -ghipg had driven the
price of provisions in New Olleans almost to famine rates, one Oliver Pollock entered the port with a brig-load of flour
from Baltimore, offered it to O'Reilly on the captain-general’s own terms, and finally sold it to him at $15 a barrel,
two-thirds the current price. O'Reilly rewarded his liberality with a grant of free trade to Louisiana for his
lifetime., Such was the germ of the trade with the United States. In 1776 it appears that Oliver Pollock, at the
head of a number of. merchants from New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, who had established themselves in
New Orleans, had begun, with the countenance ot Galvez, to sapply, by fleets of large canoes, the agents of the
American cause with arms and ammunition delivered at Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh). The same movement was repeated
in 1777 and 1778, and Pollock became the avowed agent of the American government.

In this way and in other ways the blockade of the town’s West Indian and Transatlantic commerce showed an -
a(lvantage011s side. Immigration became Anglo-Saxon, a valuable increase of population taking place, by an inflow -
from the Floridas and the United States; of an enterprising element that made its residence in the town itself and
took the oath of allegiance. Commercial acquaintance was made with the growing West, as a a few years before
with Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, and Boston. = To be shut in upon home resources could hardly have been
Wlthout some lessons of frugality and selt help in the clomestlc life—the secret of pubho wealth. This self-



230 " SOCIAL STATISTICS OF CITIES.

susteitation wasnow practicable; even without the Ohioriver. Inside the lines11ndlcated zltt Slt LtO‘l}ls: tNd:ﬁh)ligfzm::
New Orleans, and Fort Panmnre (Natchez), there was sufiicient leG‘I‘S.lty of products and indus ‘11‘e.s 0 L‘ : 11 1 .‘A ¢ !
;(:ii\*:_t commercial intercourse; the Attakapas and the Opelousas prairies had })een settled })y Aca(..han ']:«(j( -;111;1‘1: .:
long streteh of Mississippi River ““coast” by farmers from among the same ex11e51 people; in i778 lmmigrai SI ;ﬁ“ﬁ
the Canary islands had founded the settlements of Valenzuela on D@fourche,. (xal.\.feztown on the Amlte‘,. ﬂ'mi ' {;'mn‘
of Terre aux Beeufs, just below New Orleans. A paper currency supplied the somemn‘ms urg"ell’ﬁ Ci}ll -f(?l‘ a ‘:‘171‘ (,u ‘:}“‘Ih
medium, and the colonial treasury warrants, or liberanzas, were .redeemed by receipts Qi‘flpecl?'ﬁolrrfl : ora S& (lﬂi
sufficiently frequent to keep them in circulation, and at times to give them a moderately feux_ market va ue,’ h
were the sources of a certain prosperity, and to show these is to give the.canses of a proportionate degree of public
satisfiuction. _ ‘ -

Whether this feeling had any stronger qualities than that of a passive acquiescence was now to be tested.
For in the sumwmer of 1779 Spain had declared war against Great Britain. Galvez discovered that the BI‘ItIS:l’)._“"Gl‘(B
planuing the surprise of New Orleans, and under cover of preparations for defense, made haste to take tpe offensive.
Four days before the time he had appointed to move, a hurricane destroyed a large number of houses in the town,
and spréad ruin to crops and dwellings up and down the “coast”, and sunk his gun ﬂot'ﬂla. .The young 901?1111&11(101‘,
nothing dismayed, appeared before the people assembled on the Place d’Armes, and displaying a commission lately
received, confirming him as governor of Louisiana, demanded of them to say whether he should appear before tho
cubildo, as the terms of his commission required, and swear to defend the province from its enemies.

His appeal was responded to with enthusiasm. Repairing his disasters as best he could, and hastening his
ostensibly defensive preparations, he marched, on the 22d of Au gust, 1779, against the British forts on the Mississippi,
IIis foree, beside the four Spanish officers who ranked in turn below him, consisted of 170 regulars, 330 recruits, 2
carabineers, 60 militiamen, 80 free men of eolor, 600 men from the coast, ¢ of every condition and color,” 160 Indians,
9 American volunteers, and Oliver Pollock. _ ‘

This little army of 1,434 men was without tents, other military furniture, or a single engineer, The gun fleat
followed in the river abreast of their line of march along its shores, carrying one 24-, five 18-, and four 4-pounders.
With this force, in the space of about three weeks, FFort Bute on bayon Manchae, Baton Rouge, and Fort Panmure,
B vessels, 550 regulars, and a number of sailors, militiamen, and free blacks, fell into the hands of the Spaniards,
The next year, 1780, re-enforced from Havana, Galvez again left Neéw Orleans by way of the Balize with 2,000
men, regulars, militia, and free blacks, and on the 15th of March took Fort Oharlotte on Mobile river,

Gualvez next conceived the much larger project of taking Pensacola. IFailing to secure re-enforcements from
Huvaua by writing for them, he sailed to that place in October to make his application in person, intending to
wove with them directly on the enemy. After many delays and disappointments he succeeded, and early in Marel,
1781, appeared before Pensacola with a ship of the line, two frigates, and transports containing 1,400 soldliers well
furnished with artillery and ammunition. Here he was Jjoined by such troops as could be spared from Mobile, and
by Don Estevan Mird from New Orleans, at the head of the Louisiana forces, and on the afternoon of the 16th of
March, though practically unsupported by the naval fleet, until dishonor was staring its jealous commanders in the
face, moved under hot fire, through a Dpassage of great peril, and took up a besieging position. But an account of -
this engagement and siege is not essential to the history of New Orleans, and it is only necessary to state, that on
the Oth of May, 1781, Pensacola, with a garrison of 800 men, and the whole of West Florida, were surrendored to
Galvez. Louisiana had heretofore been included under one domination with Cuba, but now one of the several
r:awards })est,owed upon her governor, was the captain-generalship of Lounisiana and West Florida. He sailed from
St. Domingo to take part in an expedition against the Bahamas, leaving Colonel Mird to govern ad interim, and
never reassnmed the governor’s chair in Louisiana,

i Sneh is 2 bri‘ef summary of the achievements of the governor and of the people of Louisiana, operating from
New ereans in aid of the war for American independence ; and if the motive of Spain was more conspicuously and
gxclus:wely selfish than that shown in the co-operation furnished by France, still a greater eredit is due than iy
é:f:;:éﬂfx zxﬁgl};ad ’;;) ﬂllle' help afforded in the brilliant -exploits of Galvez, discouraged by a timid eabildo, but
Th& fact is ongell Y,t h nat g ax;ld "Et the first mm.nly, by the Creoles of N ew Orleans and the neighborin g coasts.
Orloan, y di ¥ ’ ue, though overlooked even in New Orleans, that while Andrew Jackson was yet a child, New

rieans had a deliverer from British eonquest in Bernardo de Galvez, by whom the way was kept open for the

Uﬂlte:d States to stretel to the Gulf and to the Pacific. R ;
ﬁum?ﬁﬁﬁg lll;r:?éosolémted }J)y Galvez, made practical’ acknowledgment of her colonists’ “zeal and fidelity ”, tried
that e ‘the o oo es;_ ars nt?‘ 911ly by war bug by_storms_—-one of August 24, 1780, being still more destructive than
Galvez, enliohtoned o Lrundation, contagion, rainy summer, rigorous winter, and an arrested commerce.

Aiver, enlig tened as y oung; had asked for them a free trade with all the ports of Europe and America: bat i
the words of Judge Gayarre, “neither the court of Madrid nas the spirit of the age was 4 o fany

By 4 royal sehiedule published in New Orleans in the spring of 1782 (zhsmm_ 0 the age was disposed to go so faz.”
the Blockade had made valueless : pring o ) = the pmvﬂeges gra, nted 3“ October, 1778.’ which
peace. The redin alu §S, were rewyed_, enlarged, and extended for ten years, to begin from the prospective

- TeRipment to any Spanish-American colony of goods received from Spain was allowed, but that of
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goods from other countries was expressly forbidden. Negroes were ailowed to be imported duty-free froTn tha
colonies of neutral or allied powers, and might even be paid for in specie. Foreign vessels could be bonght w1t1}01113
duty and registered as Spanish bottoms. An export duty on staves shipped to Spain was removed, But o final
article raised the export and import duty on all merchandise to 6 per cent. ’ )

By such measures it was that the Spanish king sought¢‘to secure to his vassals the utmost felicity”, and to
prove to the Oreoles of Louisiana “that a clrange of government had not diminished their happiness”. And such
was the eondition of affairs when, on the 3d of September, 1783, a treaty of peace between Great Britain, the United
States, France, and Spain provided, in its eighth article, that the Mississippi, from its source to its mouth, should
ever remain free and open to Great Britain and the United States.

THE CREOLES STILL FRENCH.

The Spanish conquest never became more than a conquest, Those changes of which it originally congisted were
almost all that it over effected. Its customs regulations caused certain transitions in the agriculture of the provinee
and the commerce of the town; and there it stopped—from the beginning to the end a foreign body. The Crecle,
with a grave and tempered dignity in pathetic contrast ‘with his intemperate fire of 1768, for thirty-five years bore

(it about in his flesh an unextracted missile, never absorbed, never ejected, but sometimes provocative of slight
inflammations that called for wise and gentle handling. The Spanish governors, whatever may be true against
them, had the fortunate discretion to treat the people, from first to last, as a wounded and paroled community that
might be conciliated, but which it were vain to attempt to proselyte. :

It was only by such means that the colony was saved to Spain so long as it was. “The people hieve,” wroto
Unzaga in 1772, ¢“will remain quiet as long as they are gently treated; but the use of the rod would produce
confusion and ruin. Their dispositions are the result of the happy state of liberty to whiel thoy have been
accustomed from the eradle, and in which they ought to be maintained, so far as is consistent with the laws of the
kingdom.”

The changes madein the laws and their administration have already been notieed, with'the reserve of power
in the royal officers, and its comparative absence in the cabildo. Martin quotbs the United States consul at Now
Orleans as saying, in 1803: “The anditors of war and assessors of government and intendancy, * * * {pthem
only may be attributed the maladministration of justice, as the governor and other Jjudges, who are unacquainted
with the law, seldom dare to act contrary to the opinions they give.” . :

The change of agricultural products was felt or seen in New Orleans, only in so far as it called for a different
mode of handling the marketed commodities or brought an increase of trade and profits;  The transfor to Spanish
domination shut out the indigo of Louisiana from the markets in which its producers had found under LT'rench
domination proteetion for it, and forced it into the ports of Spain and into ruinous competition with the superior
article made in the older and more southern Spanish colonies. When later this burden was much lightened by
wiser commercial regulations, a series of new drawbacks arose in continuously unfavorable seagons, and enlminated
in the appearanco of an insect which, by the years 179394, was making such ravages that the planters, deypairing
of the indigo culture, knew not which way to turn for livelihood.

Cotton had been known in the colony ever since 1713; and as early as 1752 or 1753, M. Debrenily o wealthy
citizen and landholder, and one of the leading minds in the colony, is said to have invented a cotton-gin sufficiently
effective to induce a decided increase in the production of an article to which soil and climate were o fuvorable,
Yet the great importance and commereial value of cotton awaited the discovery of some still more advantageous
mode of ginning the staple from the seed than any yet known. Those who gave the matter thought lmd, in 1760,
recommended the importation of such apparatus as could be found in India. In 17 68, however, with such methods
as were known, cotton had already become an article of export from Neyy Orleans, and was mentioned with solicitude
in the manifesto of the banishers of Ulloa, as a new and promising source to which they looked for future prosperity,

At the time of the collapse in the indigo culture, the Creoles were still experimenting with it; but tho fame of
Lli Whitney’s newly invented cotton-gin had probably not yet reached them, and the planters—Ilittle suppa,sing
that in the eighth year from that time the cotton crop of Louisiana and export from New Orleans would ba
respectively 20,000 and 34,000 300-pound bales—turned their attention in another direction, and renowed their
much earlier efforts to produce merchantable sugar. ‘ ‘

The sugar-cane, introduced from Sty.k Domingo by the Jesuit fathers in 1761, had been grown in the vicinity of
New Orleans ever sinece.  On & portion of. the city’s wholesale business distriet, ineluded in the angle of Common
and Tehoupitoulas streets, this great staple was first planted in Louisiana., The amqunt produeeil, ho\vm*m‘, Was
trivial; -only in the neighborhood of the town was a limited attention given it, - N othing more than sirup, i even
80 much, was made from it until M. Debreuil, in 1758, built a sugar mill on hLis plantation—now that part of the
third distriet adjoining the second on the river front—and endeavored to tarn 3 large crop of eane into sigar,

Accounts of the result vary. It appears, however, that sugar was made, and that for a time the industry grow;

- but that the sugar was poorly granulated and very wet, and consumed entirely within the proviueo until 1705, when

it is said half of the first cargo shipped to France leaked out of the packages before the vessel reached port,
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The cession to Spain seems to hdve quite destroyed this half-developed industry, as might easily have been .
anticipated, and it was not until the insurrection of the blacks in St. Domingo, in 1791, brought an influx of refugees
from that lately prosperous sugar-producing country, that the paralyzed efforts of twenty-five years before came
again to life. The connection with Spanish rule may not be as close as would appear, but the coincidence is
notable—two Spaniards, Mendez and Solis, erected, the one a distillery and the other a sugar-house, and manufactured
rum and sirup.

Thus stood affairs whep, in 1794, the people of lower Louisiana despaired of the cultura of indigo, At this
juncture Etienne de Boré, a Creole of the 1llinois district, but a resident of New Orleans, and a son-in-law of
Destrehan, an early colonist, who had himself been one of the last to abandon sugar-culture, bought a quantity of
canes from Mendez and Solis, planted on the land where the seventh district (late Carrollton) now stands, erected
a mill, and, in 1793, electrified the community by making $12,000 worth of superior sugar. This, the absence of
those interdictions which had stifled commerce in the earlier days of Spanish rule, enabled him to market
advantageously. The agriculture of the Mississippi delta was revolutionized, and by the year 1802 New Orleans
was the market for 200,000 gallons of rum, 250,000 gallons of molasses, and 5,000,000 pounds of sugar. The town
contained some twelve distilleries, and a sugar refinery which produced about 200,000 pounds of loaf sugar; while,
on the other hand, the production of indigo had declined to a total of 3,000 pounds, and soon after ceased.

The frail character of almost all edifices in New Orleans, at the time of its passage from French hands to
Spanish, the long neglect of public works, the readiness of the Spanish to supply this omission, the repeated
necessity of repairing the ravages of storm and fire, caused the presence of the Spanish anthority to have an effect
upon the architecture of the town, which remains conspicnously evident in the ancient quarter at this day.

The census ordered by O’Reilly in 1769, showed the place to contain 468 houses. Undoubtedly the more.
correet term would be premises, embracing the iden of three separate roofs to each entire household, an arrangement

common in New Orleans down to a date almost recent, and oceasioned by the general use of slave labor., The
total population, 3,190 souls, indicated about seven to a residence, which must, therefore, be assumed to have
comprised the family dwelling, a kitchen quite apart from it, and a third roof under which the household slaves
were quartered.  To these the well-to;do added stables and other buildin gs, slave-service favoring the multiplication
of ounthouses quite suffeient to offset the confinement of the poor to narrower limits.

In this light it becomes easy to accept the equally authentic statement, that o conflagration, in 1788, nineteen
years after—when the inerease of the town was but 67 per cent. over the O'Reilly census—destroyed 856 edifices,
nearly twice the number in the entire town according to the literal rendering of the previous census. There
were probably as many roofs burned, out of about 2,300, or about 285 complete domiciles out of about 770.

This conflagration itself had an odd and accidental connection with the presence of Spanish authority. Xor

it was in the private chapel of Don Vincente José Nuliez, the military treasurer, on Chartres street near St. Louis,
that on Good Friday, the 21st of March, 1788, at half-past one in the afternoon, a fire hroke out that destroyed
nearly half the town. The buildings along the immediate river front escaped; but the central portion of the town,
including the entire wholesale commercial quarter, the dwellings of the leading inhabitants, the town hall, the
arsenal, the Jjail, the parish church, and the quarters of the Capuchins, were completely consumed.
- Six years later, on the 8th of December, 1794, some. children playing in a court in Royal street, too near to an
adjoining hay store, set fire to it. A strong north wind was blowing, and in three hours 212 dwellings and stores
in the heart of the town were destroyed. The cathedral, lately finished on the site of the church burned in 17 88,
escaped; but the pecuniary losses exceeded those of the previous conflagration, which had been estimated at nearly
$2,600,000. Only two stores were left standing; the levee and the Place d’Armes became, as they had been six
years Dbefore, the camping ground of hundreds of inhabitants, and the destruction of provisions was such as to
threaten a famine, : '

In consequence of these desolating fives, whose ravages were largely attributed to the inflammable building
material in general use, the Baron Carondelet, then governor, recommended fo his government to offer a premivin
on roofs covered with tiles, instead of shingles as heretofore; and whether this premium was ever offered or not,

-from this time the tile roof came into use, and forms to-day one of the most picturesque features of the old French
quarter. As the heart of the town filled up again it was with better structures, displaying many Spanish-American
features—adobe or brick walls, arcades, inner courts, ponderous doors and windows, balconies, porte-cochéres, and
white and yellow lime-washed stucco. Two-story dwellings took the place of one-story buildings, and the general
appearance, as well as the public safety, was improved. : = ‘

It is noteworthy, that after these fires the record of disasters wrought apon the town itself by hurricanes,
becomes unimportant. The conjecture is common, that in the carly days of the city’s history storms were more
frequent and violent than in later days. A much simpler explanation lies in the probability, that at first the
saturated state of the undrained soil induced the not too energetic colonist to male shift with very defective
foundations, scarcely sunk below the surface of the ground. The structures crected under military direction,
with an eye to permanence, did not suceumb to the wind. One, the convent of the Ursulines, is still standing.

Public munieipal jmprovements under the Spaniards began with O'Reilly. -In an ordinance of the 22d of
Febrnary, 1770, providing a revenue for the eity of New Orleans, he first established petty trade:-licenses and
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port-charges, two unfortunate systems of city revenue, which, unchanged in principle and greably exaggerated
in extent, have been perpetuated to the present day. But in the same ordinance the government réservations of 336
feet front by 84 feet depth, on either side of the Place d’Armes, were granted to the town to hecome to it a
perpetual source of revenue, by ground rents.

At this point there appears in the city’s history the name of one of the most enterprising and benevolent
citizens it has ever counted among its inhabitants. Don Andres Almonaster y Roxas became the buyer, for a
perpetual annual rent, of the grounds granted the town, and early erected upon them two rows of stores, built of
brick between wooden posts, of a single story’s height, and these became, and for a great many years continued to
be, the fashionable retail quarters of the town. In 1787 he built in Ursulines street, adjoining the convent, a small
chapel of stucecoed brick, for the nuns. The.chapel of the Ursulines is well remembered by persons still young,
as a quaint and homely relic of the last century.

The charity hospital founded by the sailor Jean Louis, in 1737, seems to have been 1emoved to a wooden
building on the west side of Rampart, hetween Toulouse and St. Peter streets, at that time just outside the town
limits, and to have been destroyed by the hurricane of 1779, In 1784, Almonaster began, and in two years completed,
at a cost of $114,000, on the same site, a brick edifice, which he called the Charity Hospital of St. Charles, a name
the institution still bears.

In 1792, he began the erection, upon the site of the parish church destroyed by fire in 1788, of a brick church,
and in 1794, when Louisiana and the Floridas were made a bishopric separate from Havana, this edifice, completed.
sufficiently for occupation, became the St. Louis cathedral.

Tater still, he filled the void made by the burning of the town hall and the jail—which, until the conflagration
of 1788, had stood on the south side of the church, facing the Place d’Armes—iith the hall of the cabildo, the same
that stands there at this time, with the exception of the upper story, added since.

The government itself completed very substantially the barracks begun by the French governor, Kerleree, on
Barracks street. Olose by, it built a military hospital and chapel, and near the upper river corner of the town,
the square now occupied for the same purpose, but at that time fronting directly on the river, it put up, and then
allowed to go into significant dilapidation, a wooden custom-house. The burned jail seems also to have been replaced,
likewise the presbytery of the Capuchins., The “old French market”, on the river front, just below the Place
’Armes, was erected and known as the Halle de Boucheries. :

Tt was not correct, therefore, for the French colonial prefect, Laussat, sent to take possession of the re-ceded
provinee, in the spring of 1803, to state “that the Spaniards had not made any solid or permanent constructions?.

In January,1792,the same year in which Almonaster founded the cathedral, Governor Carondelet, on succeeding
Mird in office, and issuing his bando de buen gobierno, or rule of government, divided the town into four wards, placing
an alealde de barrio, or commissary of police, over each, with official control of fire-engines, firemen, and axmen,
which have no earlier mention. He also recommended the commissioning of night watchmen and the erection of
strect lamps, the expense of these improvements to be met by a chimney tax of 9 reales ($1 124) on each chimney.
In 1796 ho reported to his government that he had commissioned thirteen serenos, night watchmen, and established
eighty street lamps. The fire of 1794 had so redueed the income from chimney tax, that zmother levy wags either
substituted for or added to it, to wit, a tax on wheat-bread and meat.

With the aid of a I‘uge force of slaves, contributed gratuitously by residents and nexghbonng planters, he
began, in 1794, and in the following two years finished, the excavation of the ‘“old basin” and of the Carondelet
canal, the former comprising almost its present supelﬁcml area of some 10,000 square yards, and the latter
connectmg it, by a navigablé depth of water, with the bayou St. John, and thus with lake Ponehzutrfun and the
maritime world

This work, beyond the rear fortifications of the town, had been undertaken with the double ob_]ect in view of
drainage and navigation. In 1801, as recommended by Oalomlelet to the cabildo five years before, certain lands
contiguons to the basin and canal, W]nch were covered with noisome pools of water, the supposed source of-putrid
fevers, were divided into garden lots and let out at low ground rents to those who Would destroy thelr msﬂubmty,
by ditching and draining them into the canal.

By such measures as these, which have been deseribed at some length, the government and the laws, the
commerce, and the architectural aspect of New Orleans, were made to receive a Spanish impression and acknowledge
a Spanish influence. But all that Spain deemed it just or expedient to concede never induced, in the Creole mind, a
spontaneous sympathetic response, and not only to the last, but more and more toward the last, theu national feeling,
‘their habits of life, their political sentlments, and their language, proclaimed them French Gleoles unaltered.

The use of the Spanish tongue, though enforced in the courts and principal publie ofﬁces, never superseded
the French in the mouths of the people, and left but a small proportion of words naturalized in the corrupt French
of the negro slaves. Cocodrie, from cocodrilo, the crocodile, was easier to their African powers of pronunciation
than cadman, the alligator; the terrors of the famed calaboza, with its chains and whips and branding irons, was
condensed into the French trisyllabic calaboose, while the pleasant institution of @appa, the. petty gratuity added -

Dy the retailer to anything bought, grew the pleasanter Gallicized into lagnappe. The only newspaper in the town
or province, as it was also the first, though published under the auspices of the Baron Carondelet, was Le Moniteusr
de la Lomsmne, pnnted entue]v in I‘rench It made its first appearance in 1794, The Spanish Ursuhneb sent from
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Havana to teach their own tongue, found themselves compelled to teach in French, and to content tlgelr'lslelves auf;h
the feeble achievement of heaving the Spanish catechism f}*om girls who reclt:ed 1(} with tezuis r0111.111g ¢ QW}xﬂ 14;11
cheeks.  The public mind followed the progress of thoughﬁ in TFrance. Many E:pm}mr(;ls cast in their lot \'Vl 11 m
Creoles; Unzaga married a Maxent; Galvez married her sister; Gayarre took for his wife Constance de G-}im'(‘ pri;
the intendant, —Odvurdo, her sister; Mird wedded a de Macarty. B.ut th.e Creoles never becamg Sl{illl}§]lA,1 ‘ 'aryu'd
in the society balls, when the uncompromising civiliffm of the one nationality }net the equally unyleldmg: 1:11 m.u v
ofticials of the other, the cotillion was French or Spanish, accqrdmg to the superior strength Qf t}le Creole or bpau?sjh
party, more than once decided by actual onset and Dbloodshed. The Dest that can be said is, t}mt thoe Spamali
govermment was least unpopular in New Orleans probably about the year 1791, when tl.le earher: upheavals of
the I'rencl revolution were being contemplated from a safe distance, and before the Republic had arisen to fire the

Creole’s long-suppressed enthusiasm, . . ) .
When war broke out between Spain and Great Britain, a power with whom France was already at war, it was

easy enough to rally the Creoles against their heréditary foes under the Spanish banner; but when, ?n 1793, his
Catliolic majesty turned his arms against republican France, the Spanish governor, Carondelet, found it necossary
to take the same precautions against the people of New Orleans as if he held a town of the enemy. The Marseillaise
was wildly called for in the theater, which some French players from St. Domingo, refugees of 1791, had opened,
and in the drinking shops was sung defiantly the song “(a ira—¢a ira, les aristocrates & la lanterne”. 1o took
the written pledge of the colonists to support the government. He thought it best to malke sundry arrests, imd,
though promising clemency, felt constrained, by later developments, to send the arrested persons to Havana., Ho
rebuilt the fortifieations around the city, which had again fallen into ruin, changing their plan and making them
stronger than ever. They were finished in 1794, and consisted as follows: at the lower river corner, Fort 8t. Charley,
a small pentagonal fortification, with barracks for 150 men, a parapet 18 feet thick faced with brick, a diteh, and a
covered way; ab the upper river corner, Fort St. Louis, similar in all regards, but somewhat smaller. 'The armament
of these was some twelve 18- and 12-pounders. Between them, on the river front at the foot of Toulouse street, was
4 large battery crossing fires with the forts. In the rear of the town, on the line imperfectly indicated by Rampart
streef, were three lesser forts, one at either corner, and the third « little beyond the straight line, and midway betweon
the other two. They were mere palisaded inclosures, with fraises, large enough for a hundred men each, and armaed
with eight guns. That which stood at the present corner of Canal and Rampart streets was Fort Burguudy, that
on the present Congo square, Fort St. Joseph, and that at what is now the corner of Rampart and Bsplanade streets,
Fort St. Ferdinand. The wall that passed from fort to fort all around was a Parapet of earth 3 feet high, surmounted
by a line of 12-foot palisades, aud with a moat in front 40 feet wide and 7 feet deep, containing at all times 3 feet
of water supplied from Carondelet canal. These fortifications, Carondelet wrote to the Spanish minister, ¢ would
not only protect the city against the attack of an enemy, but also keep in check its inhabitants,” and added that
but for the forts a revolution would have taken place. The enemy looked for from without was the pioneers of .
Kentucky, Georgia, and so ou, instigated by Genet, the French minister to the United States, and headed Dby one
Clark and by Auguste de la Chaise, a Creole of powerful family, who had gone to Kentucky to lead a descent upon
New Orleans in the name of liberty. : |

~The letters of Unzaga and of Bishop Pefialvert were written twenty-two years apart, the one in 1773, tho otherin
1795; but the governor wrote: ““I cannot flatter his majesty so muck as to say that the people have coased to he
French at heart,” and the bishop echoed: “His majesty possesses their bodies and not their souls.” ‘

THE AMERICAN GRASP,

The temper of the Creoles was not the only, or even the principal, souzrce of anxiety to the indulgent governors
wpo held them undgr the paternal despotism of Spain. Commercially and politically, the province had a dostiny
fthen t(_) :S;panish dominion, aud kindred to that of the new power, which almost from the beginning of Spanish rllfe
in Lc.)umar.la, had begun to make its way down the valley of the Mississippi by its own sheer weight. The restless
and mtrepx.d Americz}n, therefore, even before he had achieved hig indepehdence, or poured his thousands of hardy
quflsmen to the distriet of Kentucky, had become, simply by the distinctness of that destiny the foremost objeo:t;
of distrust and dread to Spain, in regard to her foothold in the Mississippi valley. ’
it i&gie(’s(’s hfi;t)c}mmﬂ the I_'ree pa,ssagf% of f,he Mississippi, in ‘the negotiations opened with. Spain in 1779 for
it igat ];11,. and ] aq failed to obtain either, 'In 1783, by the eighth article of the treaty of peace, the free
forever, T soef 1ss1ssx;1)]1')% was gmflted to tl_le‘ subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the United States
. seric;; oS )ani:II; Vyats t is ‘shpulatwn f.rom being carried out in good faith, that it became the starting point of -
azmesain o éce - 11; Iagueb‘ anfl American menaces, whose confused alternations of oppression, concession,
e s 1, occﬁ ;aﬁo 1’1 an Océor; luptmn, leads the eye of research in hurried review across the whole remaining term
e 40bjecti\"e oi; Ot t’t these movements, Newt Orleans, as the gateway of the Mississippi valley, was the
Spain was determinzcl tlé‘ret s c?‘lmfar?xal greatness, in the early fature, had become obvious to all, and while
{0 become thig jn ain this key of her bossessions, the people of the West, and, later, Congress, determined

olders of the only seaport west of the Atlantic then accessible to them ‘

.
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In th(_.% autumn, 1785, the state of Georgia sent commissioners to New Orleans, where Mird had lately become
governor in the 1‘0011'1 qf .Galve.z, demanding to be put in possession of the vast territory between her western
boundary and the Mississippi, according to her understanding of the treaty of peace. Very properly, the matter
wAas refer.red to the governments of America and of Spain ; but this and similar oceurrences aroused the solicitude of
the Spaniards, zmcjt put them—or probably found them—on their gnard. By 1786, if not earlier, the efforts of the
settlers 031 .the Ohio and the Cumberland, to find a port for their flat-boat fieets and & market for their breadstuffs
and provisions, on the Mississippi, were met with seizure and confiscation.

The insm‘nt result of this attitude was excitement, indignation, and open threats on the part of the Kentuckians,
pr.esently taking the form of distinct proposals and projects for the capture of New Orleans by force of arms; yet
mﬂder‘counselﬁs presently prevailed, and Cougress was first appealed to to treat with Spain for that commercial
freedom of which they were resolved to be deprived no longer,

The Spanish officials were in lively and well-grounded alarm, and saw themselves, in their imagination,
already overwhelmed. The home government was urged to hasten to their relief with certain proposed measures,
it it wonld save New Orleans, Louisiana, the Floridas, or even Mexico from early conquest. “No hay que perder
tiempo,” wrote the intendant, Navarro. “There is no time to be lost.”

Two schemes were projected: the first, so to relax the barriers that had been drawn across the commerce of the
river, that the multitudes hovering so threateningly on their northern and northeastern borders might be induced
to extend their domains, not as invaders, but as immigrants, ready to yield allegiance to the authority of Spain;
the second, to foster and foment the spirit of insnrrection, then rife in the West, against what was deemed the
negligence of Congress, as to actually bring about the disruption of the West from the East. These schemes were
set on foot; a large American immigration did actually set in, and the small town of New Madrid still remains to
commemorate the extravagant schemes of ‘western grantees. ; :

A close observer, he had not let the turn of events escape his notice, and in June, 1787, General James
Wilkinson, of the United States service, sent and followed o New Orleans a large fleet of flatboats, loaded with
the produce of the West, and, working on the political fears of Mird, sccured many concessions and made way
for a trade which began immediately to inure greatly to the pecuniary benefit of New Orleans, not to say of the
Spanish officials. .

But an export trade was only half a commerce, either for the West or for New Orleans, Communication with
Philadelphia, however, in a measure, supplied the deficiency, though hampered and gualified by a system of false
dealings, than which it would be hard to contrive a group of influences more corrupting to a mercantile community.
For a while, on one hand, the colonial officials indulged and promoted this trade. Gardoqui, the Spanish minister
at Philadelphia, ‘“finding he did not participate in the profits,” moved vigorously against it, and those who were
engaged in it were able to persevere only by employing and accepting all the subterfuges of contrabandists, not
excepting false arrests and false escapes. The conflagration of 1788 was used as a pretext for the liberation of a
number whom the intendant, Navarro, had been driven, by fear of royal displeasure, to imprison, and the return
to them of their confiscated goods. ‘

The great scareity of provisions after the conflagration, gave Mird an opportunity to enlarge the trade with
Philadelphia, of which he promptly took advantage, and sent three vessels consigned to Gardoqui—whose
opposition was now. turned into cobperation—for such miscellaneous cargoes as the general ruin called for. The
leading item was 3,000 barrels of flour. This exigency met, the trade not only continued but increased, and in
August, 1788, Wilkinson received, through his agent in New Orleans, via the Mississippi, a eargo of dry goods and
other articles for the Kentucky market, probably the first boat-load of manufactured commodities that ever went
up that river to the Ohio. ‘ . ' X

Others began to follow the example of Wilkinson in matters of commerce, and, under pretense of coming to
buy lands and settle, or of returning for- their families and property, secured passports and the repeated privilege
of buying and selling free of duty. Thus tobacco, flour of a certain poor quality, and the various other crops of
the West, were beginning to ind a market where they could be profitably exchanged for manufactured goods. As
to the communication with Burope, the concessions of 1782 had yielded the transatlantic commerce of New
Onleans into the hands of the French traders, and there it still remained. ¢At this very moment,” wrote Mird on
the 10th of August, 1790, ¢ France has the real mondpoly of the commerce of this colony.” . . : _

- The port of New Orleans, in fact, was neither closed nor open. Comimerce was posmblg, but dang_erqus,
subject to the corrupt caprices of Spanish commandants and customs officers, and full of exasperating uncertan‘ltles.
‘While, therefore, Spain was still dealing with Wilkinson and with Dr. O’Fallon, “gene}"al agent of the South
Carolina Company in Yazoo,” the Uniteéd States. government, through its minister at Madrlq, was gtrw‘mg to W_ork
upon the Spaniards’ new fear of Great Britain, and their knowledge of the feebleness of their foot};old in America,
to.press upon them a cession of Orleans island and the Floridas to the United States. But nglt]?gr. th.e urgent
requests of the United States, the possibility of a British invasion from Canada by way of thfa Mississippi, no the
proposals of the South Carolina Company, to aceept which Mird thought equivalept to “taking a foreign state to
board with them”, were sufficient yet to cause any relaxation of the grasp of Spain upon the key of the greatest

- agricultural valley in the world.
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236 | itself, t

. iri ; ing within the provinece itself, tv
1i1l the fears of the officials at N ew Orle;?ns. contmttllled. hé:ﬁ:f&i ‘:;fifhmrsel:f())lllgald bSt. Domingol, the banishmert
the nureh of events withont, and the m‘terdlcmon of‘ : e is iet’s f(;rtiﬁczhtions Were but symptoms of it, not cures,
of elocks branded with the Goddess of Iﬁﬁ@ \321(} t?l(:alzl;;t?able concession of an open commerce With Hurope and
and in Febrnary, 1793, American encroac : - ) ) o or of merehants
;X;:}«}x’;lxe:’::xl citizens of the Spanish colonies. E‘romotfllls DG,I;IOCL” says Judge Martin, ¢ a number of
in Philudelphia C.StﬂbmhM c‘ommereml houses In Lefw 1l (ia}clos 'the governorship of Lounisiana and West Florida on

Prancts Louis ector, Barou de Garondelet, i offie hi re than a year when this broad concession
tue 30th of Deceinber, 1791, and l.md Bheretore bgenﬁn oﬂzcehs-orxln ?u]tlenifftigtg‘ str:an o:bh of the Spanish tenure, or the
wus wade,  He had nf)t needed it, hO\VG‘:\?f ! t01 1:)1 (llllf(ﬁt(?eﬂ?ﬁ glefore (16;01’11)@(1 as “Zna.tion restless, poor, ambitious,
O et 11 F?eliiﬁﬁ?}ixlzggl?;i;e;}ml‘fSin‘ce zny i:aking possession of the government,” wrote Carondoelot
?,i“2;3;?:“11%_:&;tt];;;n;;oéfuee T o owow has not ceased to be threatened by the ambitions designg ol the
‘wwﬂws'"- . : ith of Presi Vashi 1 not to Carondelet’s insignificant defenses, his vigid

To the vigilance and good faith of President Washington, and no > rad the deliverinee
yiliets, op ﬂw'}_«muuerplots which le earried on through Thomas Power apd o_thers,' Oz.mrond.elet O ?.( ‘-"1(, (ﬂ( ;(‘“;lw,.l
of s capital from the schemes of Genet, La Chaise, Clarlk, and the Jacobins in P‘hlladelphla. 5 and 1bq\\ as u.l:[, (‘Aﬂ ..” :
not these, that maintained the safety of Louisiana as a haven for French royalists. It argues more tenm‘u .\‘ |
winlem on the part of the baron, that the imminence of these dangers was no sooner removed than he begt‘].u agtun
ti luunper and oppress the trade of the Mississippi, in the Lope of yet separating the western peoplo from the untion
of stites, to which they had now become devoted. . ‘ _

I\“ew;rtheless, the commercial destiny of New Orleans moved on, and while Power wag still (3911\"@\\: g
Carondelet’s overtures to Wilkinson, a treaty was signed at Madrid, October 20, 1795, by which the Mississipni
was declared free to the people of the United States, and New Orleans became a port of deposit for three yoears,
free of duty or any charge on produce or merchandise, beyond “a fair price for the hire of the stoves” whore
they might be deposited. This privilege was to be renewed at the expiration of the three years, or transferred
T xome Sequivalent establishment” on the river bank, according as the king’s interest should require. The
American was gradually closing in wpon the foremost object of his desire. That this was recognized ag the true
interest of New Orleans is shown in the fact, that thoungh transit shipments were thus made duty free, the reventes
of the custom-house aggregated, in 1795, double those of the preceding year,

5till, Carondelet, under various pretexts, continued to hold the territory conceded to the United States on the
wist bank of the Mississippi, temporizing with their authorities through the agency of Goneral-Gayoso de Lamos,
the eomuissioner for cffecting the transfer, spending money freely to procure the treason of ungeruptlous
Amerieans, and strengthening Lis fortifieations not only againgt the federal commanders, but against the woestern
settlers who had filled up the country, and the imminent probability of another threatened invasion from Canada.

Yet, even under so troubled a political sky, the commerce of New Orleans steadily increased. War with TFrance
Isul displaced the foreign trade which Bordeaux, Marseilles, and Nantes had so long monopolized, and had thrown
it largely into American ports, although not a little harassed by French privateers infesting the Gulf of Mexico,
One of these, in October, 1795, seized, and for eight days held, the post at the mouth of the Mississippi, evacuating
aml destroying it only on the approach of troops from New Orleans; and after hostilities between France and Spain
had ceased, a number of American vessels, seized in the Gulf, were. taken to New Orleans, the vessels and their
cargoes sold, and the crews maltreated,

"\Tt length all schemes againgt the Union having failed, and every pretext for delay being exhausted, G‘ayom),' \
w:m?, in .‘"xugust, 1797, had suceeeded Carondelet g governor of Louisiana, yielded to the irresistible pressure of
United States officers, acting under the orders of Wilkinson, and in March, 1798, abandoned by stealth, rather
than surrendered, the territory so long unjiistly.retained from the states. ‘

i j;’u:hi\;\z:ti(e)lx;lcingf{at;t;l‘l‘r:;r;x;ilnedozzlsult)ijlec’zhof ill—feel,ing. Whi%e the _1011g delays lately .termina,ted had boen
of depostt, was dn{wing- toward itsP:loIs ee’a g . rl;ee J&ELPSY telrm, during Whmh. New Orleans might he 11s53(1 as {Eport
the city 1 éain closed agninst them | th’ Sn - beiore the year 1798 could expire, the exasperatefl Americans found
TIRALY Was fenore Uy the panish lntenda,njc, Morales. Not only 80, but the plain letter of the late

'i’h a8 {1;1101'&('1, and 1o other point on the Tiver was assigned to take the place of the closed port.
as an:r;zr l}fzg(t;%x;gg,;lnae?ﬁtgzgfe ;erlels;;l ;n the peop};e of the United States, and in the government as well,
against New Orleans with ;n overa rﬁing fgr;(;ns X(ZI;Z ;Ldionci set on fo?t by Pres;d‘ent Adams, for an expedition
Against it hetween 20,000 and 30,000 mor The: et snfh (35 an excellent authomby,. the West conld have sent
contemplated retirement of 1l P’ ” <k hat seem. to hfpvera,rrested 1:,he movement, were the

o AL : 6 Lresident from office at the close of his term, then drawing near and b 1 by
the disavowal of the Intendant’s action by his government and it toration o : vi v and-b

Meanwhile, another eFe Was tumed tcovetousl et tnd its res orat.-lou of the suspended pr1v11ege..
the settled, seeret Dolicyy of both the Frenen reyl I;I))l‘n 0_111151&11% and' g st Yo that o oougury i becamo
unremunerative and indefensible, provinee. 1 public and the Amemcm.l to acquire that vast, but to Spain

) * M€ opportunities and the geniug of the first consul enabled him to
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move with the superior celerity, On the first of October, 1800, the Spanish king privately entered into certain
agreements with the French republic by which, on the 21st of March, 1801, Louisiana passed secretly into the hands
of Bonaparte, in exchange for the petty Italian kingdom of Etruria. “I‘rance has cut the knot,” wrote Munstel
- Livingston to Secretary Madison, when in November, 1802, the secret was no longer unknown.

Yet the Spanish domination coutmued still beyond this date, and it was not until the 26th of March, 1803, that the
French colonial prefect, Laussat, landed in New Orleans, specially commissioned to prepare for the expected
arrival of General Victor, in. command of a large body of troops desmnecl for the occupation of the province, and
to arrange for the es’cabhshmenb of anew form of government.

Governor Gayoso had died of yellow fever in 1799, He had been succeeded by the Marquis of Casa Calvo, and he,
in June, 1801, by Don Juan Manuel de Salcedo. The intendant, Morales, had used every measure permitted him
to discourage American immigration and hamper American commerce in theriver, both of which had become objects
of dread. Privileges granted when immigration was desired had been withdrawn. In October, 1802, the overzealous
intendant had again suspended the right of deposit, and even cut off all commereial intercourse beyond the mers
navigation of the river to and from foreign markets, and, six mounths after, the king again discountenanced the
proceeding,

On the 18th of May, 1803, Casa Calvo—sent from Havana for the purpose—jointly with Governor Saleedo,
proclaimed the coming surrender and its contemplated terms, and they held themselves in readiness for the howly
espected arrival of General Vietor. Instead of him came a rumor painful to Laussat and incredible ta the Creoles,
who had so lately received the news of the cession to France with the liveliest delight, and about the Jast of July,
1803, a vessel from Bordeaux brought the official announcement that, on the 30th of the plecedlng April,
Louisiana had been purchased by the United States,

On the 31st of October, Congress authorized the President to take possession of the ceded territory. On
the 30th of November, with troops drawn up in line on the Place &’ Armes, and with discharges of artillery, Salcedo,
in the hall of the cabildo, delivered to Laussat the keys of New Orleans, and Casa Calvo declared the people of
Louisiana absolved from their allegiance to the king of Spain. TFrom a flagstaff in the square the Spanish colors
descended, the French took their place, and the domination of Spain in Louisiana was at an end.

On Monday, the 20th of December, 1803, with similar ceremonies, Laussat turned the province and the keys of
its port over to Commissioners Claiborne md Wilkinson. The French tricolor, which had floated over the Place
Q’Armes for the short space of twenty days, gave place to the stars and stripes, and New Orleans was an
American town.

A FRANCO-SPANISH AMERICAN CITY.,

Within a period of ninety-one years Louisiana had“¢hanged hands six times, From the direct authority of
Louig XIV it had been handed. over, in 1712, to the commercial dominion of Anthony Orozat. Trom Crozat it -
passed, in 1717, to the Compagnie de l’Oceldent from the company, in 1731, back to the undelegfmted authority of
the government of France; from France, in 116 , to Spain; from Spain, in 1801, back again to France; and at
length, in 1803, from France to the United States. Gompared with the last of these, the earlier transfers lose even
that prominence which is their due, and in the history of the Mississippi valley, the significant transaction which
stands at the opening of the present century, indicating the emancipation from the service and bargainings of
European masters, needs no other distinctive name than that commonly given it, the Cession.

At the time of this event New Orleans had been under the undisputed sway of Spain for thirty-four years, "In
the early part of this period its interests had languished, and for many years it had made but indifferent progress.
During the first four years, according to the statements of Governor Unzaga, and allowing even for careless
undemtmtement the natural increase of its population had been entirely neutralized by emigration. - ‘
o With concessions to commerce came a certain advance. In17 85, the sixteenth year of Spanish domination, an
official census showed a population within the walls of New Orleans of 4,980 persons, an increase of b6 per centi,
and another, three years later, in 1788, of 5,338 souls, or a total increase for the nineteen years of 67 per cent.

This seems to have heen principally a natural inerease. Certain importations had been made of agriculturists
from Malaga, the Canary islands, and Nova Scotia; but except a very few, these remained only momentarily in
New Orleans, and then passed on into the rural districts. Even that American immigration, which it later became
the policy of Spain to foster, though it peopled the province with thousands of new-comers, added to the population
of New Orleans only a few scores of mercantile pioneers, sometimes with families, but oftener without. In 1778
and 1779 Count Galvez required-all residents of New Orleans, who had come from the British colonies (Umted
Colonies), to swear allegiance to Spain; and the whole number that did so was but 170. !

The British traders whom O'Reilly ejected, in 1769, either returned or were succeeded by others. The freedom
given in 1782 to trade with France, brought in some I‘rench merchants, and a few years later the French revolution
drove many royalists to Louisiana, a few of whom no doubt took refuge in New Orleans, with their famlhes, and
goods. Some Germans and Ttalians seem also to have been received into the growing town, straggling in in the
fugitive Way common in seaports, and finding place 'wcouhng to the commercial an(l industrial needs of the port.
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The ingurreetion in St. Domingo, in 1791, cansed some refugees f1j0.m that islauq to ?ettle in \Nl L;“;l?ylllt;m;: 11(1;1(1::
e sune the first theatrical troupe that ever played in Louisiana. But the acce.\smou ¥ z Vit ,1 v “: o
m.h e ;;Iu ¢ romptly adopted, probibiting the importation of slaves from the countries where t.he‘_y had roy ‘.) .( L
‘l:f u'-w%ltll;t‘ l:;i;s{; of f%‘l(} %{)anish ténure, the inflow of Americans became more considerable, and muflo 1t$‘ j{vahy :.1;4.1-113:51:
a ;lﬂ;fg(xl ol;str{xctit)xns, a1natter always possible and often easy, through the laxness or the corruption of the colonia

(‘ﬁmliv}lj;vever-—aml although in 1803 the population of New OQrleans, with its suburbs, had vreached the wamber of

10,000 souls—the great majority of the white il}habitw}ts wasg shill Creole. For_eve.n‘ in 'ﬂt‘; 1;1((;\?:31&1:]{“3::il&
where the proportion of aliens was greater than in the city, a contemporary aunthority sta "%7_ . b lf tJI . t;.' fact i
three-fourths of the inhabitants. As to the numbers of the Spanish element, it is a singulax, but authen e fact,

; side of government circles there were but few. . . ,
Ilhit’lc'}l?:eh:iltﬁv{ifso};st hecoming one of the chief seaports of America. In 1802,‘ 168 American, 104 Sp&mah, mu‘l 3
French met:clmutmen, in all 265, aggregating a total of 31,241 register.tons, sailed from her lm{‘bor 1}021(10(\].l ”'.l.lm
tontgre entering port during the first six months of 1803, inclicated an 1n'crease over the year before of va. 31 p(}r
eent. The produets of the province alone, exported through its metropolis, exceeded $2,000,000 vah.w. Its x;x|¥:(lt ts
reached the sum of 82,500,0005 34,000 bales of cotton; 4,500 hogsheads of sugar; 800 casks-—equivalent t? 2,000
burrels—ot wolusses; rice, peltries, indigo, lumber, and sundries, to the value of $500,000; 50,000 barrels of flour;
60 harrels of beef aud pork; 2,000 hogsheads of tobaceo, and smaller quantities of corn, butter, hams, meal, lard,
1;;?£111H, Lides, staves, and cordage passed, in 1802, across the already famous levee,

Under the river bauk, just above the corporation limits of the town, “within ten steps of Tehoupitoulay streot,”

where Jand has since formed and brick stores now cover the spot to several squares depth, the ‘fleots of barges
and flatboats from the West moored and unloaded, or retailed their contents af the water’s edge. Tarther down
and immediately abreast of the town, between the upper limits and the Place d’Armes, the shipping lay, to the
number of twenty or more vessels of from 100 to 200 tons burthen, huuled close up and made fastto the
bank, where they received and discharged “with the same ease as from a wharf”, Still farther down, boyond
the square and the market, and opposite the government warehouse, was the mooring place of the vossels of
War, .
The town, at this date, had filled and overflowed its original boundaries. TFrom the masthead of o ship at the
levee, onelooked down upon a gathering of from 1,200 to 1,400 d wellings, or say 4,000 roofs of all kinds and sizes; those
tear by, generally two, and often three, stories from tle ground, covering substantial brick houses, and themselves
eovered with halfeylindrical or flat tiles or will slates ; those further on, behind the first fow streets in Tfront, of
two or a single story height, of shingles, broad, outstretched at times over spacious dwellings and onvirening
verandahs, and rendered pictaresaue with dormer windows and square belvederes. Such houses as these woere
almost always elevated, on pillars, over open or latticed basenents of from 8 to 15 feet height above the ground,
The homes of the poor, and of many who were well-to-do, were of the humblest exterior, with apartments on tho
ground, and were seattered indiscriminately among the rest or hovered on the outskirts. Much greenery brightenaed
the tableaux, whether the season Was summer or winter, and- a line of watery, grass-entangled ruin, surrounding
all, ma‘rked‘the line of fortifications which Carondelet’s successors had allowed to tumble to wreck,

) I}Jxmedxately before the eye, a street’s width beyond the bottom of the Place @ Armes, stood the occupied but
uufinished cnth'edml, laeking those quaint, white Spanish towers and that central belfry whieh, in 1814 and 1824,
were added t;o 1t At the left of it the old hall of the cabildo rose over its heavy half-Moorish arcade, undisfigured
then by the l"rench roof whick at present distorts its architecture. On either side of the square were the fashionablo
rgtml stores, in two long, nnbroken, single-story rows. Other structures remained here and there—the government
hou&;{ t‘h‘f bafmeks, the hf)SDital, tl_le convent of the Ursulines—unchanged features of the earlier French. town.
imp:mg:} )Eﬁtlxﬁf;ﬁ;zﬁ lfa-lrl:,: spacious streets were unpaved, - ill-drained, and fithy, poorly lighted, and ofton
of £ aﬁr 5 et widtl, whil?s ;elfsog of the mire. The unpaved ,SIdew‘alk‘s were commonly hordered by wooden Ways

Along these W; ks nan te};v 1 the heart of the town had narrow Walkg of brick, ‘
activity o dicating the 1‘,‘1}1‘ . rough these streets, the people moved busily to and fro and in and out, with the
and the lever 8 & ‘1 eof a commercin] bort.  Toulouse, St. Peter, Conti, St. Lonis, Royale, Chartres streots,

- €¢, were t'he seenes of brisk negotiations and the receipts and deliveries of merchandise. The restless
Awmerican wag especially conspicnous, and with the Bnglishman and the Iy h ose( . - o
of the commereial elges, The Frenel 1111 o :3 o g 2 16 Arishman, composed 'the grent ma,]omt?,
trade, or the mechanical call; ) SXCept & small number of cultivated people, had subsided into the retail
Catalaus, keepers. of o m‘%fs. The Spaniards, beyond the m}htamy and eivil service, were generally humble
the Creoles sought offior gfdan .191“ number1§s§ low- cabarets, which occupied almast every street corner; while
and sometimes at 14 op 9 i‘:elm gnf‘“g rc;mméﬁsmny ruled society, lent money, sometimes at 12 per cent. per annumn,
Wit a}mtd:v springing the fature grléatues(;not‘ ,I‘? :;} (t){;;);{anbsl.w " Secondany part m. that commercial lifo from which

Nor can this be Tegarded as strange, when account is taken of one or two relative f i3l e
bou-appreciation of toil—a sentiment whieh had become traditional—ang otlze' y o wove. . Their thteracy,' theix

— er disadvantageous characteristics,
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might easily h.ave‘ given way Dbefore the change of circumstances and the allurements of wealth; but the Anglo.
Saxon oceupation of the Mississippi valley, and the superior ability of England and the Atlanlic states over France
and Sp.ain, tc3 take the. products of that entire valley and to supply its wants, gave such overwhelming advantages
to the incoming -American, English, or Trish merchants,that the ill-equipped and uncommerecial Creole was fortunate
to secure even a subordinate mercantile rank in the city of his birth. ,
As they were the holders of the urban and suburban real estate, they had begun, with the vigorous commereial
. impulse and immigration of the last decade, to figure as the sellers of lots and as rentiers. The Jesuits’ plantation
of 32 arpents front, confiscated in 1763, had been parceled ont into five portions. In 1788 an inheritor of 12 arpents
front of this tract, a lady who had been a widow Deslondes, and had been married again to Bertrand Gravier, laid
out a line of squares along part of this front on the line of Tchoupitoulas road (street), from the upper boundary of
the Terrc Commune, still recognizable in the name of Common street, to the lower boundary of a tract owned by
one Delord, the line of the present Delord street. She called the prospective settlement Villa Gravier. A few
years later she died; her husband extended the partition of streets, squares, and lots to the, farther side of
St. Charles street, and in her memory gave them the name of Faubourg Ste. Marie. The nawmes of its streets still
repeat points in its history, Gravier street perpetuating the memory of the faubourg’s founder, Delord, IFoucher,
and others continuing those of his fellow capitalists.. Poydras had bought the spot which became the corner of
“Tehoupitoulas and Poydras; Claude Girod another, that of Tchoupitoulas and Girod; another corner became the
property of a free woman of color, Julie Fortier, and the street running back from it, Julia street. ‘

The Terre Commune was & government reservation, retained on account of the fortifications along which it lay,
and also for a public road running back from the river. Its long triangular form, with the apex on the river front,
resulted from the upper boundary of the town and the lower line of the plantation having been drawn perpendicnlar
to the changing directions of the river bank. The same explanation applies to the various other fan-shaped
sections added, from time to time, to the growing city. Calle del Almazen, otherwise the rue¢ du Magazin, rendered
in English not severely Storehouse street, but Magazine street, took its title from an immense tobacco warehouse—
doubtless the place of deposit of the Kentueky tobacco—upon which the street’s lower end abufted, very near the
site of the present custom-house. Midway between Poydras and Girod streets, behind Magazine, lay a campo de
negroes, a slave camp, probably of the cargoes of Guinea slaves. The street that cut through it became, and has
ever since continued to be, the ealle de Campo—Camp street. Next behind it the Spanish sovereign was remembered
in St. Charles street; the next, Briqueteric, indicating the road to a brick-yard, and another still heyond called
Saleedo, were opened and named later than those in front; most probably by Jean Gravier, the sow of Bertrand,
and Dbefore the eession had changerl their names to those whiclh they bear to-day, in honor of Carondelet and his
wife, the Baronne. -

Maunsell White relates that in Angust, 1801, when he first arrived in the port of New Orleans and went ashore
in Poydras street, the faubourg Ste. Marie consisted of five houses. The whole space between Common and Poydras,
from Magazine to Carondelet street, was appropriated for raising vegetables, and the site of St. Charles hotel was
the cottage garden of an ¢ old Mr. Percy”. o :

Other faubourgs were springing up, or about to spring up, beyond the various gates and walls. The high .
roofs of the aristocratie suburb, St. John, conld be seen stretching away among its groves of evergreen alongside the
bayoun road, and by and by chistering into a village near where a bayou bridge still crosses the stream, some 200
vards below the site of the old one. '

Just beyond the parapets of Fort St. Joseph lay the basin and canal Carondelet. They had been allowed to
fall into neglect, and had shoaled so that the larger craft had to stop at the village of St. John in the bayou; yeb it
was still in use Ly the smaller craft, and in the- basin, canal, and bayou together there aggregated, in 1802, 500
arrivals of small half-decked vessels and schooners, of from 8 to 50 tons burden, bringing the cattle and produce
of the pine forests from the lake and gulf coasts of East and West Florida. ' .

While the colony’s trade was with France—1782, and following—New Orleans Creoles, without fortune, leaned
mucly to mercantile life, for which they considered reading and writing in the French tongue the only‘gduca;tion
necessary, and toward the end of that time, in 1788, there were eight schools teaching these two rudix_ne‘nts, attended
by some 400 children, about one-fourth or ome-fifth the namber that might have enjoyed these limited benefits.
The educational results of Spanish royal patronage were little better than Indicrous. Tn1772, there came from Spain
Don Andreas Lopez de Armesto, Don Pedro Aragon, Don Manuel Diaz de Lara, and Don Francisco de Ia Calena,
to found a school. “No pupil,” writes Governor Mird, “ever presented himself for the Lafin class ;o few came to‘
be taught reading and writing only; these never exceeded thirty, and frequently dwindled down to six.” Thefire of
1788 destroyed the school-house-and reduced the attendance from 23 to 12, and Don Andreas Almonaster’s offer to
build another house, at a ¢ost-of 86,000, seems never to have been acted on. ' :

The only other schools were the schools of vice; and the only other preventive of 1'nora,1 ‘decfade.nc.e was, towgu:d
the close of the Spanish tenure, a system of police, possessing - the questionable merit of mdlscnml'nate severity.
AsSemb]ages of more than eight persons were not allowed, and every citizen of New Orleans was required to be and
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remain indoors by nine o’clock at night, the hour of shutting the gates; guadroon avomen were forbidden to wear
jewelry, and were required to keep their hair bound up in a kerchief. The condition of affairs was none the better,
for the fact that this system was sometimes harshly and sometimes feebly administered.

A standard historical writer upon Louisiana, while giving many. of the foregoing and similar facts, yet states
that “aggravated crimes were rare in Louisiana”, and there is a certain way of understanding the remark which
may malke it applicable to New Orleans. For where so many of the crimes against society went uncondemned and
even approved by the popular voice; where the dueling-ground was free to all and aceepted by all; where license
was almost as broad as the licentiousness that songht it; where the slave and the quadroon castes were practically
powerless for offense or defense, and where crimes against them were scarce accounted misdeeds, save on some
uneut page of the statute-book-the number of what were set apart in the estimation of society as “aggravated
crimes” could hardly be large, and it need not seem surprising if the unfortunate people of a city so afflicted with
evil influences and their painful results, were generally unconscious of a reprehensible state of affairs, and preserved
their self-respect and a proud belief in their moral excellence.

In outward appearance the Oreoles had become the handsome, well-kuit race that the freedom of their natural
surroundings would have been expected to produce. Of a complexion lacking color, yet free from the sallowness of
the Indies, there was a much larger proportion of blondes among them than is commonly supposed. Generally their
hair was of a chestnut or but little deeper tint, except that in the city a Spanish tincture now and then asserted
itself in black hair and eyes. The women were fair, of symmetrical form, with pleasing features, lively, expressive
eyes, wellrounded throats, and superb hair; vivacious, yet decorous in manner, and exceedingly tasteful in dress,
adorning themselves with beautiful effeet in draperies of muslin enriched with embroideries and much garniture of
lace, but with the more moderate display of jewels, which indicated a community of limited wealth. They were
mueh superjor to the men in quickness of wit, and excelled them in amiability and in many other good qualities.
The more pronounced fanlts of the men were generally those moral provinecialisms which travelers recount with
undne impatience; they are said to have been coarse, boastful, vain, and they were, also; deficient in energy and
application, and without well-directed ambition, unskillful in handicraft, doubtless entirely through negligence,
and totally wanting in that community feeling which begets the study of reciprocal rights and obligations, and
reveals the individual’s advantage in the promotion of the common interest. Hence, the Creoles were fonder of
pleasant fictions regarding the salubrity, beauty, and advantages of their town, than of measures to justify their
assumptions. Basily inflamed, they were as easily discouraged, thrown into confusion, and subdued, and they
expended the best of their energies in trivial pleasures, especially the masque and the dance; yet they were kind
parents, affectionate wives, tractable children, and enthusiastic patriots. -

FROM SUBJECTS TO CITIZEXNS.

‘ It is recorded of the Creoles of New Orleans, that as they stood upon the Place ’Armes and saw the standard
of a people whose national existence was a mere twenty years’ experiment, taklng the place of that tricolor
on which perched the glory of a regenerated France, they wept.

Doubtless there were men there not too old to be still in active life, who had even participated in the defiant
repudiation of the first cession by force of arms. The difference Letween the two attitudes is strongly indicative
of the difference between the two events, The earlier transfer came to the people loaded with disadvantages and
tyrannous exactions; the later came freighted with long-coveted benefits, and with some of the most priceless
rights of man. This second transition, therefore, while it might arouse the tenderest regrets in hearts that had just
- rekindled with their old love of France, and althongh it forced them into civil and political fellowship with the

Américain, the object of their special antipathy, could not exasperate and inflame the public mind with the sense
of outrage which had been produced by the first. .

Nor could they long be entirely blind to the contrast between the two- perlods, O'Reilly had estabhshed a
government whose only excellence lay in its strength; Clajborne came to set up a power whose only strength lay
in its excellence, His task was diffienlt, prineipally beeause it was to be done among a people distempered by the

earlier rule and diligently wrought upon by intrigning Frenchmen and Spanish officials,

To such a community, thus excited, the wisest measures, equally with the most obvious mistakes, were the
subjects of wordy resentment. The introduction of the English language, and of a not undue proportion of American
appointees into the new courts and the public offices, the suppression of disorder in the public balls at the point of
the bayonet, a supposed partiality for Americans in cases at law, the personal character of officials, the governor's
ignorance of the French tongue, his large official powers, the alleged bad habits of Wilkinson, the scarcity of
money, from the cessation of the annual supply of government funds from Vera Cruz, the formation of American
militia companies, and their indiscrect parades in the stleets—such were the materials with which was soon
kindled a serious degree of excitement.

On the 26th of March, 1804, Congrews passed an act dividing the province into two parts on the thirty- tlurd
parallel of latitude, the present northun boundary of Liouisiana, and establishing for the lower portion a distinct
territorial government, under the title of the territory of Orleans. The act was to go into effect in the following
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October. One of its provisions was the interdiction of the slave trade. The Creoles heard of if with the
liveliest disrelish. Indignation reigned on every side, insurrectionary sentiments were placarded on the corners
of the streets, the erowd copied them, and public officers, in attempting to remove them, were driven away.

But at this point, the power of a government which allowed free speech and fres opinion to expend itself
unmolested, is seen in the fact that unlawful demonstration went no farther. The benevolent and patient Claiborne
recognized in these symptoms an insurrection only of the affections, against a forced alienation from that France
which had ever been the source of all inspiration, the mutiny of a haughty people’s pride against the unfeeling
Darter of their fealty, Plainly there was not so much a determination of the will that American domination should
not continue, as a simple belief of the heart that it would not, and it was not the government, but only some of its
measures, that was caunsing so much heat.

The inference is strong that in this new commercial city, the merchant who, in 1768, had led the people in
revolt against legalized ruin, saw plainly that the unwelcome American rule had brought him out of commercial
serfdom, and that as a port of the United States, and only as such, his crescent city could ‘enter upon the great
future which was hers in virtue of her geographical position. ‘

Indeed, the majority. of merchants, as has been shown, were already Americans. As to other influential
branches of the community, it was soon plain that they were not entirely blind to the advantages awaiting them
under the new domination. For while they still clung to the delusion of a French or Spanish recession, they
presently began to make impatient, if not imperious, demand for the rights of American citizens, as pledged to
them in the terms of the treaty. The error made thirty-six years before, of appealing to the country that had cast
them off, was not repeated; but when in June and July three public meetings were held, called together by some of
the most influential private citizens of the territory and city, it was to memorialize the American Congress, not to
Tescind the treaty of cession, but for the recall of an action which seemed to them likely to delay their admission
into the Union. It is highly characteristic of their provineial short-sightedness, that the committee appointed to
bear this imiportant, but vain, appeal to Congress, was composed of MM. Derbigny, Sauvé, and Destréhan, two
Frenchmen and o Creole.

On the 1st of October the territorial government went into operation. Claiborne was still retained as governor.
‘The division of the provinee, the establishment of the legislative council by presidential appointment instead of by
the votes of the people, the nullification of certain Spanish land- -grants and. an offieial reinspection of all titles, were
aceepted, if not with patience, at least with a certain characteristic grace, which the Creole is wont to assume before
the inevitable; bust the lessons of the French and the Spanish rule were not to be unlearned in a day, and his respect
was not always forthcoming toward laws that could be opposed or evaded. “This city,” wrote Claiborne, “requires
& strict police; the inhabitants arve of various descriptions—many highly respectable, and some of them very
degenerate.” The attempt of a sheriff and posse to arrest a Spanish officer was prevented by 200 men; swords
were drawn, and the resistance ceased only on the appearance of a detachment of United States troops. Above
all, the slave trade, which the protesting delegates had represented to Congress as “all-important to the very
existence of their country”, was diligently persisted in through lakes Borgne, Pontchartrain, and Maurepas, the
Dbayou Barrataria, and many other inlets in the labyrinthian coast-line of the gulf-marshes.

The labors of the Jegislative couneil began on the 4th of December. A charter of ineorporation was given by
it to the city of New Orleans, whicl constituted “all free white inhabitants of New Orleans a body corporate, by
the name of the mayor, aldermen, and inhabitants”. There were fourteen aldermen. The city was divided into
four wards. The charter went into operation early in Mareh, 1805, and in the election of these fmldermen the peoplo
-of New Orleans, for the first time in her history, exercised the right of suffrage.

The season of amusements was free from the bickerings of the previong winter. The protes’o of Spain against
the cession had long been formally withdrawn, the insinuations and intrigues of her officials, who lingered in Louisiana,
were without material effect, and on the last day of the year the governor had reported o gratifying state of order
in New Orleans.

The petition to Congress, which had not come beioze that body until the 4th of January, 1805, was, in the
main, as has been intimated, ineffectual.  Yet it received some consldelatlon, and on the 2d of March with many
safeguards and limitations unwelcome to the chafing Creoles, the right was accorded them to-elect a house of
representatives.  Thus gradually and guardedly the government began to open Dbefore them the wide freedom of
American citizenship. The same act empowered them ¢ to form for themselves a constitution and state government
as soon ag the free population of the territory should reach 60,000 souls, in order tp be admitted into the Union”.

The course of affairs continued to be marked by a certam feverishness rather than by prominent events. Wa
between Great Britain and Spain, and the opening of Havana to nentral vessels, stimulated the commercial activity
of New Orleans; but the pertinacious presence of Casa Calvo, Morales, and. other Spaniards (whom Claiborne
was finally compelled to force away in February, 1806), the rumors which they kept alive, the apprehension of wax
with Spain, the doubt as to the resultant attitude of the Creole and European population, the malignant enmity of

- sundry American malcontents led by the younger Daniel Clark, and a fierce quarrel in the church, between the vicar-
general and the pastor of the cathedral, with their respective parties, kept the public mind in a perpetual ferment

Still, in all t]hgls restéveness and dlSGOI‘d there was an absence of revolutlonamy design. The community, whoseo
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plauting, springing, and gradual development have been so stu(hously and minuntely followed in the foregoing pag es,
had at length undergone its last transplantmrr, and taken root in American privileges and principles. From this
point-its interesting history, replete with the incidents of war, fire, pestilence, blood, commercial aggrandizement
and decay, as it will be shown to be, may often be treated with comparaﬁve cursoriness, which could not be indulged
in while studying the causes of its existence and the origin and growth of its peculiar people.

Of this people Claiborne,in November, 1806, was able to write, alluding to the seditious plot which is next to
be considered: ‘Were it not for the calumnies of some Frenchmen who are among us, and the intrigues of a few
ambitious, unprincipled men, whose native language is English, I do believe that the Louisianians would be very
soon the most zealous and faithful members of our republic.”

BUERR'S COXSPIRACY.

On the 26th day of June, 1803, there arrived in the port of New Orleans from the West “an elegant barge”,
equipped with “sails, colors, and ten oars”, manned by “a sergeant and ten able, faithful hands”, and carrying a
single passenger. Ie was the bearer of letters from General Wilkinson, introducing him in the city, and one,
specially, to Daniel Clark, stating that “this great and honorable man would communicate to him many things
Jimproper to letter, and which he would not say to any other”. Governor Claiborne wrote to Secretary Madison,
“Colonel Burr arrived in this city on this evening.” ITe remained in New Orleans ten or twelve days, receiving
much social attention, and then left for St. Louis, expressing his intention to return in the following October.

During the winter of 1805-’06 the seeming imminence of war with Spain induced the governor to make such
diligent preparations for defense as his meager resources allowed, and he naturally thought it strange that at such
a juneture General Wilkinson should, from only 220 serviceable troops in the city, remove to Mississippi territory
an entire company, but, forced to look to his Creole militia as a source of reliance, he was pleased to see them throw
off, momentarily, their habitual apathy, and to hear from them expressions of patriotic ardor. The city banks
contained at that time some $2,000,000, and with good reason he feared that it would attract the cupidity and arouse
the enterprise of its enemies. Thereal danger, however, lurked where it was little suspected, for as yet he probably
knew nothing of the dark plot for the plunder of New Orleans and the conquest of Mexico, growing in the mind of
the man in whose honor he had himself, a few months before, spread a public banguet.

The expulsion of Casa Calvo and Morales, on the 1st and 15th of February, 1806, increased the ill-feeling
between the United States and Spain. On the 15th of March the Spanish governor on the east of the territory
forbade the future transmission of United States mails through bLis province, and on the western border, at the
river Sabine, the Spanish-American officials began a show of armed muster and aggression. The upright young
patriot who governed at New Orleans, passed the spring and summer in sad perplexity, beset by dangers both
outward and manifest and internal and hidden. The encroachments of the Spaniards, the fierce enmity of certain
influential American residents, the mortifying supineness of the Creoles, for which he was continually making
excuses, the too hastily suspected sedition of Pére Antoine, the pastor of the cathedral, were not to him more
serious cause of alarm and mortification, than the inactivity of the United States forces under the orders of
Wilkinson,

My present 11npresswn is,” he wrote to the acting governor of Mississippi territory, “that all is not right.
1 know not whom to censure, but it seems to me that there is wrong somewhere.”

Even the brighter hopes now and then inspired by the more generous freaks of an uustable and whimsical
public sentiment, betrayed a touch of pathos. On the 17th of October he wrote to the Secretary of War: “I hasten
to announce to you the patriotism of the citizens of New Orleans and its vicinity. At a muster this morning of
the first, second, and fourth regiments ‘of militia,. every officer, non-com missioned officer, and private present made
avoluntfzry tender of their services for the defense of the territory generally, and more partlcuhlly for the defense
of the city. This display of patriotism affords me much satisfaction, and has rendered this {day?] among the
happiest of my life.” Within three months he wrote: “Their enthusiasm has in a great measure passed away, and
the society here is now generally engaged in what seems to be a primary object, the acquisition of wealth.”

But unknown equally to the preoccupied money-getters of New Orleans, and to their anxious.-governor, the
principal danger had passed. Late in the previous September Wilkinson had arrived at Natchitoches, and
had taken chief command of the troops there confronting the Spanish forces. On the 8th of October Samuel
Swartwout, an adherent of the bad cause, brought him & confidential letter from Aaron Burr. He wag received
with much attention, remained eight days, and departed for New Orleans. On the 21st of October Wilkinson
dispatched a messenger to the President of the United States, bearing a letter, in which the nefarions schemes
believed t0.be cherished by Aaron Burr were exposed.

Fight days later he effected an arrangement with the Spamzuds for the withdrawal of the troops of both
governments from the contested boundary,leaving the question of its final location to be settled by their respective
governments, and, dispatching Major Porter in advance of bim with a force of artificers and a company of 100
soldiers, hastened to New Orleans.

The arrival of these in the city in November, their early re-enforcement, the hurried repairing, mountmg, and

.
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equipping of every siege gun and field piece in the town, the preparation of shell, grape, and canister, of buckshot
cartridges and of harness, the manning of the redoubts, the issue of contracts for palisades and other appointments.
of defense, and the prevalence of many rumors, threw the city into a state of panie.

‘Wilkinson demanded of Claiborne the proclamation of martial law: “The dangers which impend over the city
and menace the laws and government of the United States, from an unautliorized and formidable association,
must be suceessfully opposed at this point, or the fair fabric of our independence, purchased by the best blood of
our country, will be prostrated, and the Goddess of Liberty will talke her flight from this globe forever.”

To this request the law-Lhonoring Claiborne declined to accede; but the chamber of commerce of the city was
called together, the plot laid before them, and the resources and needs of land and naval defense explained. The
members at once subseribed several thousand dollars, and recommended a transient embargo of the port for the
purposeé of procuring sailors. . But Wilkinson presently decided to aet without Claiborne’s co-operation. If

_ Claiborne did not distrust his motives, it was not from want of advice from one who did. The acting governor
of Mississippi territory wrote to him in December: ‘

Should he [Burr] pass us, your fate ill depend on the general [Wilkinson], not on the colonel.’ If I stop Burr, this may hold the

general in his allegiance to the United States. But if Burr passes this territory with 2,000 men, I have no doubt but the general will be
your worst enemy, Be on your guard against the wily general. He is not much better than Catiline. Consider him a traitor, and act

as if certain thereof. You may save yourself by it.

‘Wilkinson, on his part, wrote: “I believe I have been betrayed, and therefore shall abandon the idea of
temporizing or concealment the moment after I have secured two persons now in this city” On Sunday, the 14th
of December, Dr. Erick Bollman was arrested by order of Wilkinson. On the 16th, when a writ of habeas
corpus was obtained from the courts in favor of Bollman and of two others, Swartwout and Ogden, who had

- been arvested at Fort Adams and were then contined on board a United States bomb-keteh in the river, oppesite
the city, Bollman was not to be found; no boat could be hired to carry the officer of the court to the bomb-ketch,
and on the following day, when one was procured, Swartwout had been removed, Ogden was set free, but only to
be rearrested with one Alexander, and held despite writs of haboas corpus, & powerless writ of attachment against
‘Vilkiuson, and the vain application of the court to the governor to sustain it with force, The judge resigned, and
the power of Wilkinsen became supreme. f

On the 14th of January, 1807, General Adair, the intimate of Burr, arrived in New Orleans unannounced,
stating that Celonel Burr, unattended save by a servant, would be in the city in three days. The same afternoon
his hotel was surrounded by 120 regulars, commanded by one of Wilkinson’s aids, by whom he was arrested at the
dinner table. He was put in confinement and presently sent away. The troops beat to arms, a force of regnlars
and militia paraded the streets of the terrified city, and Judge Workman, the issuer of the late writs, and two
others, Kerr and Bradford, were thrown into confinement. Bradford was at once released, however, and Workma
and Kerr werne set at liberty the next day on writs from the United States district conrt. Atthisinopportune moment.
a Spanish force of 400 men, from Pensacola, arrived at the mouth of bayou St. John, a few miles from the city, omw
their way to Baton Rouge. Their commander asked of Claiborne, for himself and suite, the privilege of passing:
through New Orleans. They were promptly refused.

On the 22d of January the legislative council, which had convened ten days betore, addressed the govemml,
<liselaiming for the Creoles all participation and sympathy in the treason which threatened their peace and safety,
but boldly expressing their intention to investigate the “extraordinary measures” of Wilkinson “and the motives
which had induced them, and to represent the same to the Congress of the United States”. .

On the 28th of January mews was received that Burr, having arrived at a point near Natehesz with fourtcen
boats and 80 or 100 men, had been met by a large detachment of Mississippi militia, arrested, taken to N atchez, and
released on bond to appear for trial at the next term of the territorial court. e left the territory, however; the
governor of Mississippi offered a reward of $2,000 for his apprehension, and on the 8d of March word came to New
Orleans announcing his rearrest at Fort Stoddart, Alabama, ) : ,

About the middle of May Wilkinson sailed from New Orleans to Virginia, to testify in that noted trial which,
though it did-not eventnate in the conviction of Aaron Burr, made final’ wreck of the treasonable designs
attributed to him, and restored public tranguillity.

THE WEST INDIAN' IMMIGRATION.

The fact, that in the period between the cession and the taking of the United States census of 1810, the city
more than doubled its population, has given color to the erroneous impression, that there oceurred as early as this a
large influx of Americans. This was not the case. .,

In 1806, the third year after the cession, the whole number of white inhabitants in New Orleans whose langiiage -
was not French or Spanish, comprised but 350 men capable of bearing arms, If allowance is made for the fact that
many of these were most likely newcomers and unmarried, the whole number of souls represented by these 350
able-bpdied men ean hardly be estimated to have exceeded 1,400, In 1803 the population of New Orleans was over
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one-fourth that of the whole population of those portions which becz;lme 1;1“1260%(2)11*ii‘;‘o1'51rl (:;1 ()ql;giléséhré: %%algl'gi)%rég)él
i ion i i g than of which g - S, ,H00,

, 2 census of 1806, would show a population in the city not 'less ;,000, . 16 thre, s, o 7,5

i:lcigtx(if::e There \:'ere, therefore, only about 14 Americans in each 75 white—18§ per cent., or 12 per cent. of tho

rhole population. ' - ./ . ’
“IIOIEe]t\s}eexl 1806 and 1809, the total American immigration to the whole territory was secarcely 2,400 persons, nnd

the Ameriean population within the city most likely did not rise above a total of 8,100, '"‘Y?t )&1(?) iU‘illlt;t,l) biiﬁ;‘
census, taken in the following year, showed an entire population in New Orleans and 1tAS pr 001?‘; :1 ;]‘ug ‘ :1‘1(1 the
American element, therefore, was a very inconsidera&ole ]?rt of the whole, at least as to numerical value, !
souree of increas st he looked for in an opposite direction. i X . e
mm%lgf\:};ﬁ-?;fs (;\??1?;1{-}@(1))1? had provoked the 1dIés,cen’c of hostile expeditions npon various 1s?amds of tha ]!. 1“011‘(:15 \:‘ :\ﬁt
Indies, and brought much distress upon their inhabitants. In Cuba large numbers of W‘hlt(a'ibll.d ul‘nutat.tto ) ? u;,,gusz,
who, on the oceasion of the insurrection in St. Domingo, had escaped across to (?111?& \\rlth their blauf (:3, \V(. re 113\‘\1 )
by the state of war between France and Spain, forced again to become exiles. Within sixty (111»515, hotween tlim 19th
af May and the 18th of July, 1809, 34 vessels from Cuba brought to N ew Orleans over 1,800 whites, neufly as many .
free persons of eolor, and about 2,000 slaves; in all, 5,797 souls. Others followed later 1;'rom Cuba, Cxuakdcsluulpol,.
and other islands, until they amounted in total to 10,000. There is no record of any congiderable number having
zeturned liome after the termination of these wars, or of their leaving New Orleans to settle olsowhore.

The ties of a common religion, 2 common tongue, and a common political sentiment, with what probably so.emed.‘
to many a similarvity of misfortunes, naturally made the Creoles of the West Indies welcomo to tho Creoles m:.
Louisiana. To these they came somewhat in the character of re-enforcements, at a moment when the power of
the “Américains”, few in numbers but potent in energy and in advantages, was looked upon with Lot Jjealousy,

On the other hand, the Americans quite as naturally looked upon theseunprofitable raisers of the price of hread
and of rent with fierce disfavor. They had themselves done little to improve the state of morals or of order. Some
had come to the region to make their permanent residence there; many more had no such intention; both sorts
were, alike, simply and only seeking wealth. :

In fact the city was il prepared to receive a large and sudden accession to its population, unless the inercase
was to come from some superior source. To re-enforce and fortify the indolent and unyielding Creoles, inflamedl
and exasperated by the new and untempered national pride and aggressive energies of the Americans, was to
postpone the common harmony which it was so desirable to hasten, And yet the native Oreole elemont was one of'
the best in ‘the community. The Spaniards were very few, being in all probability less in number than in 1800,
when the mayor of New Orleans reported their total at 230. But few as they were, fower would have been botter,

“They are generally of that description,” wrote Secretary Graham to Madison, ¢“who would be ready to seize any
moment of disturbance to commit the vilest depredations, and, whether in peace or in war, they are a nuisance to
the country.” Even the mild Claiborne mentioned them as “for the most part composed of characters well suited
for mischievous and wicked enterprises?, ’ '

The free people of color were an unaspiring, corrupted, and feeble class, of which little was feared and
nothing hoped. In numbers they were on the increase, and from an official report of those among them able 1o
bear arms in 1806, their whole number in 1809 must be estimated at not under 2,000. The German and Trish
elements had begun to come in, but were inappreciable. The floatin g population was extremely bad.,  Sailors from
all parts of the world took sides, according to the hostile nations from which they came, in bloody street rioty and
night brawls, and bargemen, flatboatmen, and raftsmen from the wild regions, not then entirely wrested from the
Indians, along the banks of the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers, abandoned themselves, at the end of their
Journey, to the most shameful and reckless excesses. ‘

A.spirit of strife seemed to pervade the whole mass. A newspaper article reflecting upon Napoleon, in 1806,
gave 11se to a storm of indignation that had almost ended in a riot, and that led the governor to suspect the Irencl
consul of intriguing with the Creoles. Plays were put upon the theater boards which caused the Ursulines to
appeal to the governor for Protection against public derision. Even the humble Pare Antoine, the pastor of the
cathed}'al, Was momentarily under suspicion of exercising a seditious influence among the people of color., Tn 1807
a pub}lc Uprising was hardly prevented, as the consequence of the action of three young officers of the navy forcibly
releasing a slave girl who was being punished by her master.

) In Segtember of the same year occurred the “Dbatture riots”, a fierce contest between the publie and somo
private clalmaut:*z, represented by the noted Jurist, Bdwazrd Livingston, for the ownership of the sandy deposity
made by tpe Mississippi river in front of the fanbourg Ste. Marie. Two distinct outbreaks ocourred, n tho
xsecgnd, which took place on the 15th of September, 1807, the Creoles, ignoring the decision of the Suprenie Court
rallied by thousands to the batture (as the new deposits of alluvium outside the levee are called), led by the beat oi‘
& drnm, and were only qulete:d and dispersed by the patient appeals of Governor Claiborne, addressed to them on
the spot, and by the Tecommittal of the contest to the United States courts, in whose annals if is so well known a
<ause. The month of Angust, 1808, was rendered conspicuous by collisions between American and Buropean



'SOUTHERN STATES: NEW ORLEANS, LA. 245

sailors, who met each other in battle array and actual skirmish on the levee. The condition of the city became
alarming, and Claiborne wrote to the commander of the United States troops in Mississippi f01 a re-enforcements
of regulars.

At this time the United States government was preparing for the war which threatened with transatlantic
‘powers. Claiborne, though anxious to speal well of his people, was forced to confess some lack of confidence
in the ardor of a populace that—always ripe for disturbance—furnished no volunteers for war. “You are not
uninformed,” he wrote in 1809, “of the very heterogeneous mass of which the society of New Orleans is composed.
Dngl’m(l has her partisans; Ferdinand the Seventh some faithful subjects; Bonaparte his admirers; and there is

a fourth description of men, commonly called Burrites, who would join any standard which would promise rapine
and plunder.”” A paper was published, devoted to the interests of this faction, and known as La Lanterne
Magique, whose “libelous publications against the government and its officers” gave the executive much anxiety,
issued among a people “still for the most part strangers to our government, laws, and language”. *

Such was the city into which, suddenly—despite the loud hostility of Americans, English, and Spanish, the
laws against the importation of slmms, the appeal of Claiborne to the American consuls at Havana and Santiago
de Cuba to impede the movement, the point-blank order to the free people of color to depart from the territory,
and the actual effort to put it 1nt0 execution—there began to pour these thousands of West Indian exiles; Creoles,
free mulattoes, and slaves, some with goods and chattels, others in absolute destitation, and “many * * * of
doubtful character and desperate fortune?, until their numbers about equaled the original population upon whose
hospitality they were thrown, and the cost of living daily increased the numbers of distressed poor. ;

The readiness with which the three different classes of this imimigration dissolved into the corresponding parts
of the New Orleans community,is indicated in the fact, that they never appeared again in the city’s history in
anything like a separate capacity. And yet it mightbe much easicr to underestimate than to exaggerate the silent
results of an event that gave the French-speaking classes twice the numerical power with which they had begun ta
wage their long battle against American absorption.

_ But it was not by the force of mere numbers that the American was either to assert his value or to be more than

. momentarily checked in his peaceful onset. He confronted the Creole with the power of capital and of an active,
enterprising, practical mind, a vigorous offshoot of the greatest commercial nation on the earthi; with new aims, a
new tongue, new modes of thought, new conceptions of the future destiny of New Orleans, and with an ill-disguised
contempt for the more dignified sentiments and customs of the ancient Louisianians, he came unasked, proposing
to accomplish a commercial conquest of their city and territory.

The year 1811, therefore, may be set forward to mark a turning point in the history of New Orleans, The
Creole, attained to the climax of comparative numerical strength, and armed with all the privileges and advantages
~ with which a free government could invest him, stood forth to give to American civilization the only prolonged
conflict that has ever been maintained against it by a small and isolated community. The course of events now
turned to the advantage of the new New Orleans and its prospective new master. On the 4th of November, 1811,
a convention, elected by the people of Orleans territory, met in New Orleans, and on the 28th of the following
January adopted a state constitution; and on the 30th of April, 1812, “ Lounisiana” was admitted into the Union.

In the meantime an incident had occurred of even greater significance. “On the 10th of January, 1812, the
inhabitants of New Orleans witnessed the approach of the first vessel propelled. by steam? that navigated the
. Mississippi, the ¢ Orleans” from Pittsburgh.

THE WAR OF 1812-15.

A magnificent future seemed now to await only a clearer political sky on and across the Atlantic, to 1ift
and bear New Orleans forward to an imperial position among the great commercial cities of the world. The
Spanish-American colonies encircling the Gulf of Mexico, were asserting their independence; the triumphs of
inventive genins were making cotton one of the world’s great staples; steam navigation promised a secured and
a mightier freedom of the Mississippi; and the boundless valley of which New Orleans seemed the only gateway for

© commerce, wag bidding fair to become the provision-house of the world, and the consumer of an untold wealth of B

Buropean manufactures. But even the partial realization of these empectwtlous was destined to be forerun by a
season in which the very existence of the city was threatened. 011 the 18th of June, 1812, Congress decLued
war against Great Britain.

The persistent effort to make Canada the seat of hostilities, left New Orleans virtnally undefended, though
surrounded and infested with dangers. Congress, it is true, authorized the President to hold and occapy that
part of Tlorida west of the Perdido river.. In 1813, Wilkinson marched to the Mobil @, drove the Spaniards out of
" Fort Charlotte on the -13th of April, and ebtabhshed a small fortification, Fort Bowyer, on a point of, land
commanding the entrahece to Mobile bay, thus removing as far as Pensacolfu a neighbor only less objectionable
than the British.  But, this done, he was ordered to the seat of operations on the Canada line, and even a part of
the small force of regulars which was in Louisiana was withdrawn in the same direction. :
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Thi English were already in the Gulf of Mexico; the Creek Irl‘ldmns' were growing oﬂ‘ensn;g 3 (lﬁli{ﬁlo\l; ; (z?m()j.
them  erossed  the Perdido, and, on the 13th of September, -300 “Ypltfas—-mell, V‘VXOIH?IB \m\l‘ n;m’; (,f (1-14]“1“1;
massaered at Fort Mimms, in Mississippi, and the Creel war set in. Wlth'm New 01‘1'(;{1.11? r illa.‘ c ‘L; \ﬁ){l " '(?'liit”?:l"[)
were wlmost equally great. Bands of drunken Choctaws—a people who, it W:% conshuwfy) ‘e‘u‘c{ ’ o )i(r-['(:i(--i]
the hatehet and joiu the Creeks—roamed through the streets. Lafitte an('l h@ men, a n.uul‘u‘oq‘s]‘h.hl i ﬂ]i(s ‘(Am-':g
smugglers, made their rendezvous in the neighboring waters of .Bm‘atf'mrm bay, and al)l)e(ngc( dai 3' | 1 ’. )1‘0;11;(.;;
puhlic resorts, A erevasse overflowed a portion of the town, and .mcen(}mry fires pecmne go c'(nnu’l(‘).n .'1-.‘,-114]( 311); 11-1-111:”
& profoud sense of unsafety through this cause alone. In the midst of these excitements amd alarns, the battuw

ronbile again spraug up, and for a time agitated the public mind. o ) . i
" m’l’_fmlj-:' lthislcond?ﬁolx; of affairs, Olaibo?;‘ne, in July and September, ordered the s."tate n{lhtm .to hold 1('301'1, l.'ml(l‘.\'
tor tukie the field at 2 moment’s notice, and was much encouraged by the alacrity with \\.r]nfzh tlus'e,z-lsy 1)1:0]}111‘111:11. )
of w sterner duty was performed.  As the autumn wore on the rumors of invasion mult:ll'.)hed, reliof cm)tmug.(l. tSU.I]}
to be unfurnished, and the commander of United States forces in Mississippi and Louisiana (the soventh ll‘lllll:'drl?.‘
distriet), not only assured Governor Claiborne that ie could muster at most only 700 regulars, 1)1.11’-, tmdm‘ 01(}(\;
of the President, made requisition upon the state of Touisiana for 1,000 militia, to be mustered into the serviee
of the general government for six months. _ .

On the 25th of December, 1813, Claiborne ordered the mustering of this quota, Certain rural 1):1;1‘13]1(\,,' :1:.l:. oneo
respomded; but New Orleans as promptly displayed that perfectly sincere insubordination of the indiwduz’}l’ﬁ 111')0.'1‘1:,\’
and opinion to the common welfare or the common conviction. Three or four companies only of 1o ity mll}(tm
answered the call.  The rest firmly refused either to volunteer or to be drafted, some at the same timo oxpregsing
their eutive readiness to do service within the state, while others were ready for duty inside the limits of tho eity
and its suburbs, hut only by companies, under their own officers, and in such away as to bo relioved ab short
intervals, :

In February, 1814, 400 militia from the rural districts having reported in a body at the Magazine barracks,
opposite New Orleans, the governor renewed his order of the previous December, and directed that delinquents bo
dealt with according to law and military usage. It was met with clamorous denunciation and refusal to obaoy.
The conntry militia declined to be mustered in without the city militia, and volunteerad their services to enforco
obedienve; this tender came to the knowledge of the city companies, and only the discreet refusal of Olaiborne to
lean upon any support but the law, averted the mortifying disaster of a battle without an enemy. Ag it was, tho
rural military, already melting away by desertion, was disbanded » and the governor, unsupported by the logislature
and denounced on all sides as a tyrant, was compelled to report a failure, amiably apologizing for the community
at the last, as being emphatically ready to “turn out in case of actnal invasion”, Fortunately, that actual invasion
for which the strangely but conscientiously lethargic city was willing to prepare, whenever it should he obviously
too late, did not come that spring, nor until the events of the Creek war had brought to view the genius of Andrew
Jackson. :

Meantime affairs in New Orleans grew rather worse than better; In March it became necessary for tho
BOVErnor to suppress a projected filibustering- expedition to Texas. In April, although the national governmoent,
too late for the act to afford relief, had raised the embargo, the New Orleans banks suspended payment. Tho samo
month broaght word of the fall of Paris and of the abdication of N: apoleon, and of the consequent ability of England
to throw new vigor into the war with America, and to spare troops for the eonquest of Louisiana, The knowledgo
beeame I’fxxrxflllly distinet, too, that while the majority of the people were lamenting at once the disasters of Trrance
and t?lﬁ fresh dangers of British invasion, there were those in the city, Spaniards and Englishmen, to whom the
new face of affairs was entirely welcome. : :

’IIcm"ever,.the issue was fasg approaching. In July the Creeks sued for peace, and a treaty was made with them
on the Oth c:»f‘ Angust. About the same time a number of British officers arrived at Apalachicola, in Tlorida,
fatrﬁm'mxef's of an expected military force, They brought with them several pieces of artillery. To these somo
still t%;saﬁected tribes of the Creek nation Joined themselves, and were by them armed and drilled.

(L}n,t%’e point had at Ie.angtl% been reached, when the United States government—of which too little could
gi::;iv{:?; :Iel ggeirtxsetxeﬁ?t’ced smfleﬂllt I&ag not yei? prqtgcted 'its own capital—began to take active measures for the
work, and i Aﬁgust ‘::g ?; tede ense of itg glngns in the southwest. General J ackson was appointed to the
received instructions from Waslﬁgci ng]lt ’;{o oo in New Orleans to take command. Commodore Paterson
Wit the eotnep ngion to take the schooner Qaro]_ma,, ordered to New Orleans for the purpose, and

e f;ﬂupt_zr‘a;si}mn of Colonel Ross, of the forty-fourth regiment, to make a descent on the Baratarians,

I’I*esideﬁt egsésgg?bof:jethe §ta§e’s quota of 1,000 militia was now madg again, coming, this time, direct from the .
colon thai theg wortn received the assurances of the officers of the city militia, including a corps of free men of
previous g'ear 3‘: he?rnattitel ;eady when called upon to obey orders. Yet, certainly legs ill-disposed than in the
"IOto gl n’g throu’ h’l(,‘le _vg&s 8till characterized by an entire lack of zeal. On the 15th of Augugt J ackson
experienged gmiernor gjdn tz:u o s o they e Yeady o mareh to any point at a moment’s warning; but the
when Jacksog 1o o L 0 1s§ue %113 order calhn.g thgm to rendezvous at New Orleans until the 5th of September

1 had repaired to Mobile, where the Imvasion was about to take place. - 1) ’
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A little after the landing of the British officers at Apalachicola, some companies of British infantry had arrived
at Pensacola, in the sloops of war Hermes and Garon, coming from Bermuda via Havana, under command of Colonel
Nichols.. He had landed and established his hea(lqmrtem, unopposed by the nominally neutral Spanish authorities,
and had soon been joined by the officers from Apalachieola, at the head of a cousiderable body of Indians. Toward
 the close of Au <rust le had issued aproclamation, appealing to native Louisianians to aid in liberating their paternal
soil, and restoring it to its rightful Spanish master; and to Spaniards, Frenchmen, Italians, and Britons to lend
thur strength fo abolish Americon usurpation; ]xuntuckml'xb were promised money for supplies, and an open
Mississippi in exchange for neutrality..

Claiborne applied to the governor of Kentueky to hasten forward the troops (\\pectcd from that state. In a
general order he warned his own people against the pretensions of the enemy, and exhorted them to an exercise of
that spirit of zealous and united effort, the want of which was their greatest and most perilous deficiency.

The woment was certainly critical. The enemy was treating with the Baratarians, and endeavoring, by offers
of commissions and rewards in the British service, to seduce them from their love of country. One of the brothers
Lafitte, who were the leaders of the band, had sent the British letter and laid it Defore Claiborne, with the offer of
 his services and that of his men in the American cause, on condition that their proscription be annulled. The
governor called n council, comprising, with others Commodore Paterson and Colouel Ross. The patriotism of
the smugglers, displayed only when an ucpedltmu had been ordered and was almost ready to move for their
destruction, was not highly esteemed. Xt was deeided to have no communication with the pirates, and preparations
were hurried forward to Lring them to justice.

Under such portentous clouds as these the people could not but awake, at last, to the necessity of united
effort, and, at a public meeting on the 15th of September, passed patriotic resolutions, and appointed six Creoles
and three Americans & committee of safety. How soon afterward another was formed, with conflicting views and
plans, is not plainly stated, but it is certain that on the very same day that the first public meeting was held, 700
British troops, 600 Indians, and 4 vessels of war, with 92 picces of heavy artillery, attacked Fort Bowyer, the
small but important fortification erected by Wilkinson to command the entrance to Mobile bay and Mississippi
gound. The garrison of 130 men, with 20 guns, repulsed the attack, and the enemy retired again to Pensacola with
the loss of 162 men killed and as many wounded ; the sloop-of-war Hermes, which, having grounded, they were
compelled, themselves, to burn,

Three days later the expedition of Paterson and Ross attacked and destroyed. the piratical rendezvous at
Barataria, taking vessels and some prisoners, and scattering those who succeeded in escaping, The brothers Lafitte
fled up the Lafourche to the “German coast”, a part of the Mississippi shore whence the Lafourche starts to
empty into Barataria bay. Others by and by gathered upon Last island, at the mouth of the Lafourche, and others
tound asylum in New Orleans, where they increased the fear of internal disorders.

The British, meanwhile, awaiting the arrival of troops that had sailed from Ircland early in September, to the
number of 12,000 or more, were, with or without the vonsent of the Spaniards, occupying Pensacola, and even
garrisoning its forts. -General Jackson gathered 4,000 men on the Alabama river, regulars, Tennessecans, and
Mississippi dragoons, and on the 6th of November encamped within three miles of Pensacola and demanded of the
Spanish governor that American garrisons be received into the forts until Spaniardsy could be supplied. Ou the
7th, this proposition having been rejected, he entered the town and attacked and took tle two forts, St. Michael
and St. Charles. The British, with some Indians, retreated to the shipping in the bay and sailed away; the
remainder of the Indians ﬂed across the country, and Jackson returned to Mobile, and soon after ca]h,d upon
Claiborne to prepare the whole body of the Louisiana militia for service.

On the 10th Claiborne convened the legislature, and on the 15th, with great fear that that body “would not
act with the promptitude and energy which the crisis demanded?”, laid General Jackson’s letter before it.

The condition of affairs was indeed deserving of anxiety. The absence of a master spirit to command the
confidence of a people accustomed to act only upon individual convictions and interests, caused a general state
of discord, apprehension, and despondency. The two committees of safety were engaged in miserable disputes.
Credit was destroyed. Money could be borrowed only at 3 or 4 per cent, per month. In the legislature, where
time and means were being wasted in idle formalities, the Creole himself finally raised the voice of a noble
impatience, and Louallier; & member from Opelousas, asked: ¢ Shall we always confine ourselves to addresses and
proclamations?” It may be he distributed the blame more evenly than the governor had done: “Are we,)”
continues his spirited report, ‘“always to witness the several departments intrusted with our defense I’mgmshmg
in a state of inactivity, hardly to be excused even in the most peaceful times% ‘No other evidence of patriotism is
to be found, than a disposition to avoid every expense, every fatigue. Nothing, as yet, has been performed.” Tor
the defense of 600 miles of coast there were but one sloop-of-war and six gunboats, the feeble Fort St. Philip on,
the Mississippi, and the unfinished and but half defensible Fort Petites Coquilles on the Rigolets. The supply of
ammunition, especially that for ar tiller v, was totally inadequate, and the marching force in New Orlcans numbered
but 700 regulars, the 1,000 militia which it had required three imperative calls to bring into the field, and
150 sailors and marines. At Tchefuncta, on the farther side of lake Pontchartrain, lay a half-finished, fat-
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bottomed frigate, destined to carry 42 guns, work on which had been suspended and so remained, despite the appeals
of Comimodore Paterson and Governor Claiborne to the general government “Qur situation,” says La Oarriére
Latour, in Lis invalunable memoir, “seemed desperate.”
Suddenly confidence returned; enthusiasm sprang up; all, in 2 moment, was chfmged by the arrival, on the Ist
" of December, of General Jackson, On the day of bis aruval he 1evlewed the uniformed city m111t1a, o small, but
well drilled and thoroughly equipped body of Creoles and French, The next day he went down the MlSStSSIppl
inspected Fort St. Philip, ordered its wooden barracks demolished and additional cannon mouunted, & new battery
of 24-pounders constructed opposite the fort, and another erected half a mile above St. Philip on the same banlk.
Returning to New Orleans, he visited the country northward and eastward behind the city, ordering the erection
of a battery at the confluence of bayous Sanvage and Chef Menteur, and gending instructions to Governor
Claiborne to obstruet all bayous on Orleans island leading to the Gulf; which instructions it was supposed by all
in authority, until too late to repair the oversight, had been thoroughly carried ount. The cnergy and activity of
Jackson were imitated on all sides. Soon every able-bodied man in New Orleans aund its environs was ready for the
field, and the whole militia of fhe state was organizing and preparing to march.

But the new leader’s example was not the only spring of thig tardy alacrity. The enemy had hove in sight
off Pensacola, a British fleet of 80 sail, under the dreaded Cochrane, so lately the ravager of the Atlantic coast and
capturer of Washington city, and was bearing down toward Ship island; and when the legislature, on-the 13th,
appropriated some $30,000 for purposes of defense, a force of 45 barges, carrying 43 guns and 1,200 men, was at that
moment eagerly endeavoring to join battle with the 1et1r1nrr Amel ican ﬂotﬂla of five gunboats and a schoone1 near
the narrow passes of lake Borgne.

On the night; of the 13th this little flect took a defensive stand across the western passage of Malheureux island,
and on the 14th, retreat being impossible by reason of a calm and a strong outward current, it fell, after a gallant
resistance, into the hands of an enemy almost ten times ity strength. The British were thus in complete possession

- of lake Borgne and its shores. Had this occurred before the arrival of Jackson in New Orleans, the British army
would almost certainly have marched into the city without another battle.

On the next day Claiborne informed the legislature of the disaster, and on the 16th advised its adjournment.
The matter was debated, and the legislature decided to remain in session, whereupon Jackson, displeased, took
another step, which the same body had pronounced inexpedient, and himself proclaimed martial law, closing with
‘the ringing announcement that, “the safety of the distriet intrusted to the protection of the general mast and
will be maintained with the Dbest blood of the country; and he is confident * * * that unanimity will

pervade the country generally; but should the general be disappointed in the expectation, he will separate our

enemies from our friends. Those who are not for us are against us, and will be dealt with accordingly.”

Measures of defense received a further aceeleration. At the previous suggestion of the legislature slaves were
furnished, by the planters of the neighboring parishes, for work on fortifications, in greater number than could he
employed. Major Lacoste, with the battalion of free men of color, the Feliciana dragoons, and two pieces of artillery,
was sent to the junction of bayous Sauvage and Chef Menteur, to erect and oceupy a redoubt surrounded by a fosse.
The garrison of the little post at the mouth of bayou St. John was re-enforced by a company of light artillery.
Measures were talen to protect the unfinished frigate at Tchefuncta, and a passport system was established on

‘lake Pontchartrain, The commander of Tort Petites Coquilles was ordered to defend it to the last extremity, and
if not able to hold out, to spike his guns and fall back upon the post at Chef Menteur. 'Word was dispatched to
the troops coming from the west to hasten their march, The commander at Mobile was warned to be on the alert
against attempts of the enemy to disembark there. A second battalion of free men of color was raised, and the two
bodies wére put under Oolonel Fortier, an opulent white Creole merchant. A Captain Juzon was ordered to collect
the Choetaw Indians about the city’s outskirts and on the shores of lake Pontchartrain into companies. The inmates
of the prisous were taken out of confinement and placed in the ranks. John Lafitte, upon action of the legislature
and governor, intended to encourage the movement, again offered the services of himself and his men, bearing his
overtures to. Jackson in person. They were accepted, some of his band were sent to the forts Petites Coquilles, St.
John and St. Philip.  Others under Dominique and Beluche, private mptmns, were emolled in a body as artillery,
and all judicial proceedings against them were suspended.

On the 18th Jackson reviewed and addressed his troops. Edward megston ftppeared ag one of his aids.
The same day Major Plavché was pub in command at bayou St. John, with his battalion., The commanders of
outposts and pickets received minute instructions. A guard consisting of firemen and men beyond military age,
under General Labatut, policed the city, which was put under the strictest military rule. On the 19th General
Carroll arrived at the head of 2,500 Tennesseeans, and on the 20th General Coffee came in with 1,200 riflemen from
the same state.

The army of Jackson was thus increased to the number of about 6,000 men. Confidence, animation, concord, and
aven gaiety filled the hearts of the people. ¢The c1t1zens,” Say8 Latour, *were preparing for battle as cheerfully as
for a party of pleasure. The streets resounded with Yankee Doodle, La Marseillaise, Le chant duw Départ, and other
martial airs. The fair sex presented themselves at the windows and balconies 1o applaud the troops going through

- their evolutions, and to encourage their husbands, sons, fathers, and brothers to protect them from their enemies.”
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That enemy numbered 14,450 men and a powerful fleet. Sir Edward Packenham commanded the land forces, with
Gibbs, Lambert, and Kane for generals of divisions. The fleet was nnder Admirals Cochrane, Codrington, and
Malcolm. : o

The British, reconnoitering on lake Borgne, soon found at its extreme western end the mouth of a navigable:
stream, the hayou Bienvenue. It flowed into the lake directly from the west, the direction of New Orleans. There
were six feet of water on the bar at the mouth, and more inside. It wasmore than a hundred yards wide. A mile
and a half up the stream they found a village of Spanish and Italian fishermen, who used the bayou as a daily
water route to the city market. These men wers readily bribed, and under their gnidance the whole surrounding
country was soon explored. The bayou was found to rise close behind the lower suburb of New Orleans, whence
it flowed ecastward through a vast cypress swamp lying between bayou Sauvage on the north and the Mississippi
river on the south, emerging by and by upon the broad quaking prairies bordering lake Borgne, and emptying
into that water. Varions plantation draining-canals ran back from the eultivated borders of the Mississippi, and,
connecting with the bayou, were found to afford on their margins firm standing ground and a fair highway to the
open plains of the Mississippi river shore, immediately below New Orleans. By some oversight, which has never been
explained, this easy route to the city’s very outskirt had been left entirely unobstructed. On the 21st of December
American scouts, penetrating to the mouth of the bayou, saw no enemy, and established themselves ag o picket
in the fishermen’s village, which they had found deserted save by one man,

Meanwhile the enemy had been for some days disembarking on the Tsle aux Pois (Pea island), at the mouth of
Pearl river. On the morning of the 22d General Keane’s division embarked from this point in barges, pushed up-
the lake, and some time before dawn of the following day smrprised and overpowered the picket at the fishermen’s
village, passed on in their boats by way of bayon Bienvenue through the trembling prairie and into and through
the swamp forest, disembarked at canal Villeré, and at half past eleven in the morning, the 23d, emerged, at the
rear of General Viller@'s plantation; upon the open plain, without a foot of fortification confronting them between
their camping groutd and New Orleans. Here, greatly fatigued, they halted until they should be joined by other
divisions.

But General Jackson resolved to atback them without delay. At seven o’clock in the evening, the night being
very dfurk, the American schooner Carolina dropped down the river to a point opposite the Bntlsh camp, and.
anchoring close ashore suddenly opened her broadsides and a hot musketry fire at short range. At the same
moment General Jackson, who, at the head of 1,200 men and two pieces of artillery, had marched upon the enemy
from the direction of New Orleans, and had fouud them drawn up in echelons half a mile along the river bank,
with their right wing extended toward the woods at right angles of the plain, fell upon them first with his right,
close to the river shore, and was presently engaged with them along his whole line. The British right, unaware of’
the approach of General Coffee from the direction of the woods, with 600 men, under cover of the darkness, and
attempting to flank Jackson's left, only escaped capture by an unfortunate order of the American colonel in
command, restraining the Creoles, as they were about charging with the bayonet. The enewny gave way and
sueceeded in withdrawing under cover of the night, a rising fog, and the smoke, which was blown toward the
American line. The engagement continued for a time with much energy on both sides, but with little system or
order. On Jackson’s right the British attempted the eapture of the two guns, but their charge was repulsed.
Companies and battalions on both sides, from time to tlme, got lost in the darkness and fog, sometimes firing into-
friendly lines, and sometimes meeting hostile opponents in hand to hand encounters. At the same time the second
division of British troops were arriving at the fishermen’s village, and hearing the firing, pushed forward in haste,.
some of them arriving on the field shortly before the state of the elements put a stop to the contest.

At four o’clocl on the morning of the 24th Jackson fell back about two miles nearer to the city, and, behind a.
canal running from the river to and into the wooded swamp, and known as Rodriguez’s canal, took up and began
to fortify his permanent line, choosing this ground on aceount of the narrowness of the plain. This was only some:
four miles from the lower limits of the city.

Here from day to day the preparations for defense went 1’L1)1d1y on, while the British were dlhgenﬂy gathering
their forces and laboriously, throngh much inclement weather and over miry ground, bringing up their heavy
artillery.. Skirmishing was frequent and of great valune to Jackson’s raw levies. On the 27th and 28th a brisk
cannonade was interchanged from newly erected batteries ou either side, resulting in the destruction of the Carolina.
with red-hot shot, leaving but a single American vessel, the Louisiana, in the river, but ending, on the other hand,, -
in the demolition of the British batteries. On the 1st.day of January, 1815, the enemy opened suddenly from
three formidable bmttemes, driving Jackson from his headquarters, and r1dc111ng it with shot and shell. The-
Americans replied with vigor, opposing 10 guns to 28, and suecceeded in dismounting several of the enemy’s pieces,
A few bales of cotton, forming part of the American fortxﬁcatlons, were scattered in all directions and set on fire.
No further use was made of this material during the campalgn This artillery contest ceased at three in the-

“afternoon, and during the night the British dismantled théir batteries, abandoning five pieces of cannon.

Thus they were, day by day, training their inexperienced foe, and while being augmented by the steady 'trrwal
of troops from their fleet in the Gulf, were allowing Jackson, also, to be materially re-enforced, Three hundred.
Acadians had joined him on the 30th of December. .On the Lst of January 500 men arrived from Baton Rouge,.
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aml on the 4th the expeeted Kentuckians, poorly elad and worse armed, bub 2,250 in number, gave Jackson, after
3o bad manned all strategie potuts, an effective force on his main line of 3,200 men. This line was half o milo of
rude and extremely aneven earthworks, lying along the inner edge of Rodriguez’s canal, across the plain, {from thoe
yiver bank to a point within the swamp forest on the left, and dwindling down after it entered tho wood to w
donble row of logs laid over one another, with a space of two feet between “the two rows filled with earth. The
artillery defending this half mile of breastwork and diteh consisted of twelve pieces.

Winter rains had greatly impeded the British movements, but Lambert’s division at length joined the othors,
and p.rel's:xratlons were made for the decisive battle.  On the 6th and 7th they were busy making ready to storm the
Ameriean works, prepaving fasciunes for filling the ditch and Jadders for mounting the breastwox-ks, and also getting
Yagradie t oy s N N 3 . : a : ‘ y
uf(f.‘u’h fé‘rf".‘?f’ ﬁf)}-u \ ﬂlexg s canal into the river, in ordel'“ to eross and throw a foree against Commodore Paterson’s
VETY € f:r_,nm marine hattery on the farther side of the river, and some against extremely slender defonses Loy omd,

A dittle before dayb‘reak on the 8th, the enemy moved out of thejr camp; and by &a5*lig11t Wero ])lmuh; seen
syrf;ml out ul;rm the ila}u across two-thirds of its breadth, seemingly about 6,000 strong, The British 1S1mx \‘:'“N, ol
a given signal, to male four simultaneous demonstrations upon the Ameri i ) o

‘ § s erican line, one to tho farther
and tlires on the neaver gide of the river. ( ’ bomada’on the frthes

About half past eight o’clock 2 roe 3ritish si '

. “;) ‘ \1 ‘ ght o'c 0(':‘11 » roeket wenb up on the British side, near the woods, the Americans replied by a
ingle ca/{u‘mrz‘{-,hot, and the attack began. Ou the American extreme left, inside the cypress forest, som Hh ik
troops of the Dritish foree made a feeble onset—an evident feint—and W()‘,‘I‘G casily 1‘01);11%0& b Okif" . 10 i : ﬂ;' \
. 5t ) . ¢ g g & HIreo's Uiy }
Dn the ;-zght, near the river, the enemy charged in solid column with impetuous Viéox‘ ‘md \xithy SU Ol o H) luxfhd: N
1., o v ] ¢ Y : ’ 58
ﬁe‘g § ;)Cffﬁl)l o the American battery stationed at that point couldfive the third shot, the Bri"tish Wero \vitlltiil i?ltta(lc("t?(};&:{
and had overpowered its oceupants; buf, in at i ' ; , ; e ol
Seennie. was killed, and t DARLS; , in attempting to scale the breastworks behind, their leader, Colongl

" ,u cd, an 1 lie Americans presently retook the redoubt,

Ju the opposite side of the river, a ecolumn '
thut quarter, and thus save the othe,r attackin g; izﬁfxsﬁ:ﬁg&% beenﬁixggcteg o eugage tho Americans dolbndin

35 fores s , r 16 enfilading fire of ory But
ﬂ{m foree bad not been able to move with the celerity expected of it, and lf, 2 Of ot seuul 21 o
-of aution, it easily driving the Americans, some 600 i pest » and though 1t laer reached its intended fleld
abandenment of fhe marine battery, this %) ot succzn numbe,x,‘fmm their indefensible line, and compelling iho
o8t the day. 7 LS ial success was achjeved only after the British had, everywhere clse,

The wain attack was, meanti i

am atta S, eantime, made agains : 3 : ‘ .
the swamp. At 2 diteh, Some 400 y’nrds o ;'ron:to?l?}f pzrt of' the American line in the plain, but near the edge of
close colnmn of about 60 men front, and, burdened nof c?nl met ;ﬁa]? works, t}le main foree of the enemy formed in
ladiders, but with their weighty knapsacks also, the advy WIl ey fascines made of ripe sugar-canes and with
Preceded by a shower of C re . ,-they advanced, giving three cheers, literally led to the slanghtor

3 of Congreve rockets, they moved forward i £, o slanghter.
fog, bt soon entirely exposed not only to the fall storm of art';; d i perfect order, covered for a time Dy a thiclk
but, upon their extended flank, to the more distant five of Patiarsly‘and DElHSketry from the Amexioan byeastyorls,
sent against it, and manned by the trained gunners of the Unit Olng matine Datiery, el Fel et Ly e
with terrible precision, that of Tlaugeac’s battery, against 1; 61(1 "mtes navy. The American fire was delivered
whole fles of . Yot, with fntrepsd Ealantzy, fuce brave ouoms eame on, SHIL movIng Ay . menaedly,
and a few platoons had even 1 th ‘ Vo eneiny came on, §till moving firmly and menst oty
the di . reached the canal, when the column faltered a v monsnredly,

e ditch where it had first formed. Here the troops rallied, Iaj el and fled precipitately back to
and advanced again in the same fatal columnar fgrm tll? ,1:;11(1 aside their cambersome knapsacks, were reinforcml‘

LI o e Tani ; . ’ .
f.he same dcadly storm meb them 28 before. Tha ;a v fg now ab & more rapid gait-and with less order, But
and Kentucky riflemen—Indian-Aghters, accust 11 0 jche line directly attacked was manned by Tennessee
anfortunate slowness of onset in the fi s’t i ];)ixl;\;}( (‘g) ﬁrmg only upon selected victims., This fact, with the
anaceonntable defeat of s g column, is probably the t . i

. so fine an army by 50 1 ot . rue explanation for the well-nigl

00t c c ; -0t ’ ] , well-nigh
Gibbs, then General Keane, the first two mortall agd IZII: ed o foe. Tirst Sir Edward Packenham, then General
x})};’ were horne from the field, the column aga,in e.I]adSt severely wounded, with many others of promineni;

z imilueed to make 4 thi ‘ recoiled, and, falling back to i o i ” ]

‘ rd attack. The Brit] ” s A0G, g back to its starting point uld not
titﬁri until two in the afternoon, and the I;;tilt?s},lhlﬁgz(;;es, whioh bad opened vigorously af thz oputse; ((:gxziinl{::{'
attack, i soch shonld b : remained drawn up i ir di o -

: J ¢ made; but. from . awn up in their ditches to repel an Ameri
the Jino was but one hour, and ey thg first signal of the morning to the abando ¢ bt effort to atorm

On fhe th. two bo 1’, nd the battle of New Orleans was over at half-past ni andonment of all effort to storm

. ¢ JLh, mb-vessels, a sloop, a bri ‘ o PSS ine. e
Fort St. Philip, on the Misteiny. og s & #0d & schooner, a part of tho British. fleet wed in 5i
eontinned until the 18th 8sissippi, and, anchoring two and a quarter miles aw. ey ppeared 1n sight of
evanated the British ngll)t ho?)t r(zlslult, whereupon they withdrew; and the sam: ?f’ 11131? %‘;m L

. . 27 , ; 18 eneral Lambert stealthi

Bven in oo o o n the 27th the last of his forces embar ert stealthily
| e recital of history th . embarked from the shoves of lake Borg
fmpersonations, the mord ry the seenes of trinmphant rejoici i 5D B Borene.

) € d myriads of banner . . joleing, the hastily erected avch h .
rain of flowers, the h s and pennons, the columns of victor: rohes, the symbolical
serbnOnies of ;}tank;l i"?hﬂ of the thronging populace, the salvos of artiltlor}ouf froaps, the erowdad balcones, tho

.g’ ving in the solemn eathedral, form a part that o, tho garland-crowmed victor, and tho
: > may be left to the imagination. In New

N
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St. Mary Suburb.

47 Hospital.

44 Claimed by B. Lafon.

25 Guard House & Fire Engine.

46 Parfaite Union Lodge.

27 Frerets Cotton Press.

48 Rilleurs Steam Engine
Cotton Press.

49 Distillery.

50 Brick Yards.

51 Potters' Wave,

52 Brick Yards.

53 Steam Engine Saw Mill.
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‘Orleans there was little of sorrow mingled with the joy of deliverance. Six of her defenders alone had falles
nn_Q. but seven were wounded. The office of healing was exercised principally on the disc()11'1~ﬁt1>d ¢ *( . “ ,
dead and wounded were numbered by thousands. - e e, whose
(')n the 13th of February, Admiral Cochrane wrote to General Jackson: “I have exceeding satisfaction in
sending to you & copy of a Lulletin that I have this moment received from Jamaica proclaimingbth;tv .’L ‘treut - of
peace was signed between our respective plenipotentiaries at Ghent, on the 24th of i)ecember 1814 ‘u )(‘)n whizh)l
beg leave to offer you my sincere congratulations” It was not until the 17th of March’ that }thle American
chunnllqulr received official information of the same fact. On the day previous, Claiborne had written to \}:'
Monroe, Beeretary of War: “Qur harbor is again whitening with canvas;uthe levee ix crowded with cotton tol}lc"m’;.
u-uc{ other articles for cxportation. The merchant seems delighted with the prospeet before him ,-uul‘ th(;
aguriculturist finds in the high price for his 'prod"ucts new excitements to industry.” T

COMMERCIAL EXPANSION—1815 to 1540,

Now, ab length, that era of great prosperity, so freely predicted, actually opened upon New Orleans. The
whole Mississippi valley began to increase in population with wonderful rapidity. Its numbers in 1815 cannot be
given with exactness, but the United States census shows the growth to have been from 1,075,000 in 1810, to
3,363,000 in 1830, These broadly scattered multitndes, applying themselves for a time almost solely to the
development of their new country’s vast agricultural resources, accepted for the fruits of their toil those Droad
©avenues to the world’s markets which nature afforded in the Mississippi and its immense tributaries; they used either
the most primitive modes of transportation or only those improvements upon them furnished by distant enterprise.

Steam navigation, which it has been seen made its first descent of the Mississippt in 1812, began in 1816, after
a four years’ struggle, successfully to ascend the powerful current of that stream. In 1817 the produce of the
groat valley came to New Orleans in 1,500 flatboats and 500 barges. In 1821 the arrivals of laden river craft at
the levee numbered 287 of steamboats, 174 of barges, and 441 of flatboats.

This new and immeasurably superior mode of transportation was accepted, unquestioned, by the agricultural
West. Not yet recognized as the stepping-stone from the old system of commerce by natural highways, to the new

system Dy direct and artificial lines, it held ouf to the merchants of New Orleans, and the newcomers that daily .

poured into the town, not only present wealth, but the delusion of absolute and unlimited commercial empire
inalienably bestowed by the laws of gravitation. It was hardly possible, but it would have been invaluable, to
New Orleans to have discovered, thus early, the real truth unconsciously let slip by one of her citizens of that
day, when, sharing, and intending to express, the popular convietion, he wrote: «XNo snch position for the
accumulation and perpetuity of wealth and power ever existed.”

Bus for o long series of years nothing transpired to foree upon the notice of her merchants the change which
lay, as yet, undeveloped in the future, and each year saw her expanding commerce choking her streets and landings,
and her harbor front more and more crowded with river and ocean fieets. Her exports rose and sank on the wave
of financial inflation and collapse that swept the country in 1815-19, and, with the clearing away of the wreck in
1820, showed a net increase from five million to seven and a half million dollars.

Population pressed in “from all the states in the Union and from almost every kingdom in Buarope. The
people numbered 33,000 in 1815 and 41,000 in 1820. New energies asserted themselves in every direction. The
ancient parallelogram of diteh and palisades that had so long marked the city’s ultimate bounds had disappeared
in 1808, and the fown was spreading far beyond it on every side. The hands of architect and builder were busy in
the narrow streets of the old town, as well as in the broader ones of the suburbs; and halls, churches and schools,
stores, warehouses, banks, hotels, and theaters went up in rapid succession. The old Charity hospital was built in
Canal street in 1815. .

In the faubourg Ste. Marie the development outstripped that in all other quarters. The changein the nature of
tho city’s commerce caused her trade to fall largely into new hands. The French and Creole merchants, looking to
the West Indics, to France, and to Spain for a continuance of the old interchange of products and of merchandise,
wore forced to wituess the growth of New Orleans outside the former boundaries and abreast the landing-place of
the western and southern produce fleet. Thig landing-place, convenient to the flatboats because of its slack xlvater,
was the contested Datfure, large areas of which were, from 1817 to 1820, reclaimed and soon b'eca’me the sites of
well-compacted store buildings for the accommodation of the commercial Americans. Coffee, indigo, sugar, rice,
foreign  fruits, and wines the older town managed to retain; but cotfon, tobacco, pork, peef, corn, flour, 'nnd
northern and British fabries—in short, the lion’s share, was intercepted in its descent of the river, orin ascen'dmg,
was carried above and received at the faubourg Ste. Marie and fell into the hands of the swarming Americang,
whose boastful’ anticipations of the city’s future began to leave the Creole out of the accm‘mt. ?Phese nescomers,
still numerically in the minority, were seen on every side, looking about with the eve of the invading capitalist; but
the fanbourg Ste. Marie became distinetively the American quarters.

Here in 1817, in the face of mueh skepticism on account of the yielding nature of th'
petween Tehoupitoulas and Magazine, the first square of cobblestone pavement was lai

e soil, on Gravier street,
d. In 1820 the wooden

P
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gidewalks and curbs on the main thoroughfares gave place to others of brick and stone, and in 1822 a general
paving of the principal commereial streets, both in the old and the newer towns, was begun. R —

It cannot seem strange, that among the Louisiana Creoles——’a people n9t prg)ared by auyt ung in 1(:1i e} e I
career to welecome and appropriate the benefits of such a torrent of immlgmum}wfthe feehng should have b‘{_bil
hostile to it, or that they sought no farther in accounting for'the lamentable comh?;xou ,of 1):11)110 order fl.wlld mo ‘11\
In December, 1816, Claiborne gave place in the gubernatorial office to General Yllle.re, Q (Jreole', \vllq, 11)1-_ & spe:ml
message of March, 1818, ealled for by the “scandalous practices almost ab every instant taking place in New
Orleans and its suburbs?, said, “indeed we should be cantious in receiving all foreigners.” . '

Yet steam navigation, and the enormous fruitfulness of the Mississippi valley, Drought a prosp(.amty wide
enough to take in all, and the same governor, in the following year, not only congratulated tpe comm}uuty 0{1 fuh'e.
suppression of disorder, through the establishment of an effective criminal court :m«‘l the supsx(.lem.ze of pax-fzy sl'nmt
and “idle prejudice”, but persevered in au attitude of loyal affection to the American Union which had 1usplred‘
him even earlier to say: “The Louisianian who retraces the condition of his country under the governmont of
kings, can never cease to bless the day when the great American confederation received him into its hosom.”

In 1825 the exports of New Orleans were twelve and a half and her imports four and a half million dollars,
The earlier and extraordinary development, between 1810 and 1820, of a simple export and import trade to four
times its original size, had eaused the population of the city during that time, in the face of annual pestilence,
repeated inundation, local disorders, a low state of morals, strangeness of manuers and customs, and remotencss
from the world’s center, almost to double its numbers. v

Yet these very figures, indicating an increase of trade twice as large as that of population, should have
demonstrated to her citizens the insufficiency of mere commerce, without the aid of manufactures, to enhance tho
" population or the wealth of their city in a proportion at all parallel to the growth of its opportunities, Between 1820
and 1830, the disproportion Decame still more evident, With an inerease of 75 per cent. in the volume of its trade,
the numbers of the population advanced from 41,351 only to 49,826, an increase of hut 20 per cent. In truth, the
influx of population in this period, seems to have consisted of only such limited numbers as the allurements of
stubiden fortune tempted to take the chances of a short sojourn amid mauy dangers and discomforts, with little
idea of permanent residence. In the same period the population of Baltimore increased 25 per cent., that of
-Philadelphia 39 per cent., and that of New York 67 per cent. '

ot only did the increase of numbers in New Orleans fall so far below its increase of trade and the growth of
population in the Atlantic eities, but it failed to keep pace with the numerical and commereial growth of that great

‘alley of which it was supposed to be the sole entrepot. Between 1820 and 1830 the population of this imumense
region advanced 61 per cent,, or three times as rapidly as that of New Orleans. As countries fill up with people,
the proportion of those who dwell in towns and cities steadily enlarges ; but while New Orleans increased 20 per
rent. the states of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi, entirely tributary to it, without developing any considerable
town-life elsewhere, increased in population 57 per cent.

‘ The states farther up the Mississippi did not wait on New Orleans. Other towns and cities rose into
i;z.ll'»tj1'tance and grew with astonishing speed. Oincinnati increased from 32,000 to 52,000; Pittsburgh bhecame

‘in the extent of its pan11fact11res the only rival of Cincinnati in the West”; the embryo city of 8t. Louis
a&l‘lgjd 41 per cent. Fo its single 10,000; while smaller, yet not exceeded in its significance by any, the town of
Buﬁulo quadrupled its 2,100 mha'bitants as the gateway of a new freight route to northern Atlantic tide-water,
:ﬁf&;x{:&g&d;ggfnzi ]l:i%li?li ;ﬁ;};e (%I;ercf ﬂ;g})lrtilf long jm}rnfzy down the Migsissippi to N ew Ozxleans and avound the
61)ex?ing o l:lrie o In.the - 1;13 .g; ti mg\; principle of commercial tr.ansportamon began to appear il} the
Ohio river with those or iake Tuie. ang fn ;Sé"eth 1(1 ctanaio was begun, and in 1832 counec'ted the wwber,s ol the
86,000 barsels of flou, 95,000 Kop e’ls n o the stafte of Ohio alone sent through Buffalo to Aflantic ports

ur, 98, wheat, and 2,500,000 staves, .
prowised. to shine forever nnon ho v be”iua,. )‘" ctecr§a51ng, and that’ sun of 1111m1bab_1e empire which had
even northward, away f ’ gmning to rise upon otheF cities and to send ity rays eastward and

: ) AWy from and across those matural highways which had been fondly regarded as the only
available outlets to the marts of the world. Even steam navigati hi 2y plad 5-
supremacy to New 0r1eans, began on the great lakes to demogatm? gl 1‘? hhhad soemedl ab Arst the ?‘eljy 'ple(.lge of
not all t0 bo collected af ons orbeven t b gates nstrate that the. golden tolls of the Mississippi were

The abili i ; 3
century to 1)1«;%%5:6&?%2? ;::nalfszﬁ yﬁl;ziia?il&pes Ot]? gommeme that had promised at the opening of the
48 by ungenerons critics,, dazzled with the succis; isf ;Viiﬂll étliighar%f beheVGrS% HIlJthe ot o o destiny,

yractieabilitv IR ! S OL Tiva . ¢ moment Kast and West recognized the
%)eczumj ngtbnzfuﬁtlgfuizrtﬁtg ézo;:ﬁ?tg; :h:hilifetm? of ltheN grea’% c;)mmercia,l continent of Europe,g;he divect
application o X _"‘ o ‘tous t nna lural-. 6w Urleans might, it is true, have dela red the .
df;um ; futurfz ?izé“i:‘;l:é 1’;1'22:-111()15 mmereasing the efficiency of the old, and. thus have pushed forward into) & more
New Orleaus stood ot gere o fnex e:r be Dpushed aside; but upon the establishment of east-and-west trade lines

Ot mecessity in a subordinate relation to the commerce of both-continents, save in
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so far as she could continue to remain the most convenient port of the lower Mississippi valley, and until the growth
of countries behind her in the Southwest should bring her upon the line of their commerce on its direet way to and
across the Atlantic. ‘

Moreover, the drawbacks that beset the city were many and great. Most of them have frequently been
mentioned in these pages. Between 1810 and 1837 there were fifteen epidemics of yellow fever. Small-pox was a
frequent and deadly visitor, and, in 1832, while the city was still suffering from an epidemic of yellow fever, it was
stricken with cholera, which alone destroyed one-sixth of the entire population. So great was the distress, that
many of the dead were buried on the spot where they died, and many were thrown into the river.

The danger of navigation on the-Ohio and the Mississippi was another serious disadvantage. . The losses of
1)10[)Lrty on these two rivers alone, in the five years ending in 1827, were one and a third million dollars, or nearly
~ 2 per cent. of the cify’s entire export and import trade. Thlounh the offices of the federal government these

losses, during the next five years to 1832, were greatly reduced, but in a third term, ending with 1837, the
improvement was less obvious, and during a long subsequent period tlie ill-fame of steam navigation on the
Mississippi was part of the count against New Orleans, In 1837 300 lives were lost on the Mississippi by the
sinking of a single steamer, and 130 by the burning of another. In 1838 an explosion on the same river destroyed -
130 lives, and another on the Ohio, 120 lives., The cost of running a steamboat on these waters was six times as
great as on the northern lakes,

The low state of morals and of order contmued to give the city an unfortiinate character in the esteem of distant
communities. In 1823 the legislature, seconded by the governor, who pronounced it “ wonderful to have escaped
for so long a time from serious internal commotion ”, urged that the number of United States troops in and near
the city be not diminished. The strife between American and Creole continued to call forth the exhortations of
governors against jealousies and party spirit, with reference to the accidental civcumstances of language or
birthplace, and in 1836 it culminated in the division of the eity into three separate municipalities, under distinet
governments and independent powers, with a mayor and a general council over the whole city.. The old town
formed the first, the fanbourg Ste. Marie the second, and the faubourg Marigny the third municipality. A “native
American” party sprang up in 1837, founded on the fear, real or assumed, of the results to be apprehended from
immense European immigration. Accounts of travelers ascribed to the St. Domingan element a bad influence on
the city’s morals, in carrying the love of pleasure to licentiousness, giving themselves passionately to gambling,
and resorting with great frequency to the field of honor. This latter practice was carried on in society to a fearful
extent. During a visit of General Lafayette to New Orleans, which he made in 1825, a serious feud between
officers of the militia, who were engaged in the ceremonies of his enthusiastic reception, was prevemted from
ending in a duel between the leaders only by Lafayette’s personal intervention. When, many years later, it was
decided to disfranchise all persons engaging in affairs of honor and to disqualify them from holding office, a
Mr. Garcia exclaimed, in the legislature: “It seems to me that there is a conspiracy against the chivalric portion
of our population” The legislature continued to make New Orleans the state capital throughout this. period,
except that from 1830 to 1832 it sat at Donaldsonville. Whether this body and the managers of finaneial
corporations were really open to the charges of bribery and corraption, so.fiercely brought against them by a
rampant city press, or not, the very recklessness of the aeccusations indicate a lowness of pitch in the public
moral sentiment; and this is still more plainly evidenced in the long tolerance of such scenes as those open-air
Sunday afternoon African dances, carousals, and debaucheries in the rear of the first municipality, which have
* left their monument in the name of #Congo” square. The city was a favorite rendezvous for filibusters. The
year 1819 is marked by ¢General” Long’s naval expedition from New Orleans to Galveston bay, with men and
supplies. In 1822 an expedition was fitted out to aid Bolivar in his struggle against Spanish power in South
America. One hundred and fifty men sailed in a sloop of war, the Bureka, for Porto Cabello in Venezuela, and
joined in -the naval demonstration to which the place, after a siege, surrendered. The war of independence in
Texas, in 1835 and later, produced much excitement in New Orleans, and many hastened to the standard of
revolution there, though at that date it was totally discountenanced by both the state and the general government.

- Such are some of the impediments that partially obstructed this city’s aggrandizement and progress. It may
seem that the most of them might have been removed, but another existed which riveted these shackles upon every
parb: an invineible provinecialism pervaded the entire mass of the beterogenicous population. Intensified by
Oreole influence, by remoteness from ecivilization, by a “peculiar iustitution” which doubled that remoteness, and
by an enervating climate, it early asserted itself in the commercial and finaneial creeds of the New Orleans merchant,
and in the general conduct of municipal affairs,” From this radical misfortune resulted that apathetic disregard of
‘obstacles, that surrender of advantages which need not have been parted with, at least for generations, and that
long, boastful oblivion to the fact, that with all her increase in wealth and population, the true status of New
Orleans was really slipping back upon the comparative scale of American cities. ‘

-The impulse toward municipal improvement that sprang up in 1822 soon subsided. Paving stones could be
‘had in that alluvial region only by being brought from distant shores as ship’s ballast, and up to 1835, although
there had been another movement in the same direction in 1832-’34, only two streets in New Orleans had Dbeen
Paved in any considerable part of their length, notwithstanding pavements were found as useful and serviceable
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as elsewhere, and without them even ‘ca,rria‘ges, in bad weather, sauk to the axle in ﬂ_le mire. ‘ B\?lt gvnls' w.lsl ;\(iotlill:g
;nto 'u;e for ﬁg]ltill"‘ the streets in 1834, and a supply of Mississippi water was furnished through maing under ¢

by 2 o v ¥

o s in 1836
wineipal thoroughfares in 1836. o o R
: I:} the nu\tti%r of sanitation, whieh so painfully called for attention, measures were well nigh as scarco as

appropriations for their performance. Between 1825 and 1838 a natu»ml drain '11'11‘thﬁmili lf;‘lr :me{il:n v*“{‘églr:;}
icipality was Droadened and deepened into Melpomene canal, In 1836 a municipa (. alning i Degn
:)mg:t‘xg:ls with a draining machine on bayou St. John; but such partial means were totally inadequate 1.*‘) cffect
aptitlhe ot“ what the mosg urgent sanitary necessities of the city actual'ly demanded. In 18211 mqgllfutg:in:(;l:a:);w
established, continued until 1825, and then abandf)necll. For the one 1.tem o%‘ ger]lert(lms fil;l( eg;;:ehl n‘n':( ‘vh-“ ‘wul‘l;
the plague-stricken stranger, both in and out gf its justly famed charity hObP{m: 16 L’o ¥ e "t 1:°> on U‘mmnon
deserved credit.  (This institution left its buildings on Ozm_al street, to occupy its presen Tquib(lri-:x ﬂno alyvot
streef, in 1832, The old buildings became the sbate_house.) Beyond these effortsi no fmmcwe \»_%t ?1\ cnb Do o‘i]Tm* {)
except to make the perpetual assertion of the salubrity of the town, unsupported -either by statistics or by t: ;
f m, . s ¢

* O}'Jifi‘::anbtxli‘eat the mouth of the Mississippi remained untouched until 1835, Whm} an approp.rmtlon of &.8350.,4000
by the general government was so nearly exhausted upon a sarvey and the preparation of dradgn}g appnmtui, L}mt
na‘ching"more was doue for several years. “Northeast pass,” then the deepest mouth of the river, gave 12 feet
of watér-, & depth whose inadequacy for the commercial needs of a near future was 9verlooke(1. At that tnnc‘s‘ 114m§r
vessels, huilt expressly for the carrying trade between New York and New Orleans, did not exceed 500 tons 1‘eglste':1.
The steamboats on the Mississippi seem to have been about the same capacity, but in 1834 they numbered, on this
river and its tributaries, 234. » ‘

Indeed, when all is recounted to explain the partly unnecessary and partly inevitable failure of Now O,rlefms
to secnre the unrivaled supremacy which had been too confidlently waited for, it is nevertheless true that th‘e cxty,
in the less immeasurable sphere to which the improvements of the age had consigned her, increased rapidly in
commeree and in wealth, and, in the decade between 1830 and 1840, more than doubled her population. The
convietion forces its way, that could the people of New Orleans, as a whole, have been ingpired with the
enthusiasm and enterprise which their merchants expended upon the mere marketing of crops, and have turmed those
hmpulses to the removal of obstacles and the placing of their eity in an advantageous light before the intelligent
world, it would have Dbeen then, and for a long time might have remained, the boldest competitor of New York in
population, wealth, and imports, as it already was in exports. In 1831 her total exports and imports were
$26,000,000. In 1832 they were somewhat less. In 1833 they reached $28,500,000; in 1834 they rose suddenly to
over $40,000,000, and in 1835 to §53,750,000. :

This sudden expansion is largely accounted for in the extraordinary rise in prices, which beecame in the wholo
conutry the leading feature of these two years. But there was beside, over and above the commerce indicated by
these figures, another and a separate source of wealth to New Orleans. The enormous agricultural resources of
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana, and especially the world’s ever-increasing demand for cotton, offered tha
most tempting returns for the investment of even bhorrowed money, The credit system became universal among
the planters of cotton, sugar, and tobaceo in these regions, and New Orleans became not ouly the lender of milliong
in money at high rates of interest, but the depot of all manner of supplies, which it advanced in large quantitios
to the planters throughout that immense region. The whole agricultural community became, in & manner, the
commereial slaves of the New Orleans factors, unable either to boy or sell save through these mortgngess. A
common recklessuess in borrower and lender kept the planters congtantly immersed in debt, and the city drained of
its eapital almost the whole Year round, to supply the extravagant wants of the planters and the needs of their
armies of slaves. Much the larger portion of all the varied products of the West received “in New Orleans wag
exported, not to sea, but to the plantations of the interior, often returning, along the same route, half the distance
they had originally come, In this way not only was much of the capital of New Orleans diverted frém channels
which would have yielded ultimate Tesnlts incalenlably better, but it was converted into Planters’ paper, based on
the value of slaves and the lands they tilled, @ species of wealth unexchangeable in the great world of commerce,
and, when measured by its results, as utterly fictitions ag Paper money itself, while even.more illusory. But like
the' paper money which was then inundating the country, thig system produced an immense volume of business,
which, in turn, called in great numbers of immigrants to swell the ranks of manual labor. New Orleans once more,
surpassed Cineinnati in population, TFrom 1830 to 1840 no other leading A merican city increased in such a ratio.

f&ncl yet among all causes, there was probably none more potént in suppressing that industrial development,
outside of mere tommerce, which might so property have taken place in New Orleans at this stage of her growth,
f‘ha’}, thﬁe all-prevailing blight which fell upon labor, and especially upon intelligent, trained labor, through this
institution of African slavery, which seemed to assure untold wealth alike to town and country. A large share
of capital was bom?d up in the labor itself, and that labor, from the necessities of the case, of a very inferior and
really unrem‘u}xemm'e sort. Henee, the city, though beset with opportunities and filling ﬁp daily wi'th immigrants
from the Brmgh isles and from EBurope, failed either to evolve or to attract from abroad those classes of adepts
n the mechanical and productive arts which most rapidly augment the common wealth, The gross increage in
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population between 1830 and 1840 was from 49,826, at the opening of the decade, to 102,193 at its close. One-third
of this increase was composed of slaves-and free persons of color, classes of population whicli¢ under the laws and
conventionalities of the time and place, were to the higher orders of the community far more 2 burden than an
advantage. The remaining two-thirds, less so much ag is to be accounted to natural increase, was an immense:
inpoaring of Irish and Germans of the poorest classes. The state of society, notwithstanding these re-enforcements,.
which might so soon, in other regions, have yielded great numbers of the most valuable operatives, remained
unattractive, repelled the prospecting manufacturer and his capital, and diverted them to newer towns where Jabor-
was uncontemned and skiil and technical knowledge sprang forward at the call of enlightened enterprise.
The year 1837 will long be memorable in the history of the United States as the date of the calamitous crisis.
_which followed the mad speculation in lands and the downfall of the United States Bank. In tliose parts of the
Uunion, especially, where Jarge results had intoxicated enterprise, banks without number and often without
foundation, strewed their notes among an infatuated people. In New Orleans, where enterprise had shown but
little spirit of adventure outside the factorage of the staple crop, the number of banks was comparatively small,.
but the spirit of the day was evident in the fictitious character of much that pretended to be banking capital. In
1835236 the banks of Louisiana (which may be read New Orleans), with but little over $2,500,000 specie in their
vaults, and a circulation of $7,000,000, purported fo have an aggregate capital of $34,000,000. One account, of
the following year, gives them at the time of their suspension $60,000,000 capital, $4,000,000 deposits, $1,200,000
specie, $1,800,000 real estate, and $72,000,000 receivables, mostly protested.
The condition of affairs was deseribed at that time as a ¢ whirlwind of ruin which had prostrated the greater
portion of the city”. So-called shinplasters b&ame the currency of the day, driving out everything of intrinsic
“value. So great was the feeling against the banks and all banking schemes, and so general the ignorance of their
trne province, that a constitutional convention, sitting at the time, provided that no banking corporation should
Dbe established in the state, thus unwittingly turning a banking monopoly into the hands of the few institutions.
that weathered the long financial stress, and that in 1843, having abandoned to shipwreck the wealker concerns,.
finally resumed the payment of specie with $4,500,000 in their vaults, and their cireulation reduced to $1,250,000,
The foreign commerce of New Orleans, at the date of this change, was $34,750,000, and for the first time in the-
city’s history her exports of cotton exceeded 1,000,000 bales. '

POSITIVE GROWTH WITH COMPARATIVE DECLINE.

The great inventions for the facilitation of commerce were each, as they came into the field, attended by a fresl
discovery of the pecuniary value of time, which made the adoption of these facilities imperative on every city that
sought to press its own aggrandizement or even to retain its commercial station. But even 50, to seize these new
advantages was practicable only to those cities that lay somewhere on right lines between the great centers of
supply and demand, and it was the fate, not the fault, of New Orleans, that she was not found at either end or
anywhere along the course of such a line. The case was more fortunate with St. Louis, Louisville, Oincinnati,
Pittsburgh, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, while some cities owe their existence entirely to the
requivements of these new conditions, as Cleveland, Buffalo, and Chicago. :

The successful introduction of the locomotive engine into the United States as a commercial power, about the
opening of the century’s fourth decade, distinetly ordered what the projection and partial construction of great
canals had previously threatened, the division of the commercial domain claimed by New Orleans in halves, and the:

“apportionment of the best part of the commerce and trade beyond the mouth of the Ohio among her rivals.

1t was pre-eminently the decade of development, of which the inflation of 1835, the collapse of 1836-"37, aml' the
prostration of 183840, with which it closed, were but symptoms, and when these had passed, the southern regions
of the Mississippi valley had thrown their entire fortunes and energies into the ‘¢ plantation idea”. -The more
northern had at the same time filled up with farmers, towns had sprang up without number, and railroads and
canals had started out eastward and westward from all the fortunately located cities, bearing immense burdens.
of freight and travel, and changing the measurement of distance from the scale of miles to that of h_ours: .

Boston and New York had made what seemed, then, enormous outlays with an intrepidity sufficient in 1tsc.31f to-
assure the future, and had newly emphasized their union with the states alo‘;lg the northern banks of the Ohio by
lines of direct transit. Pennsylvania had connected Philadelphia directly vith the s'outhern s?ore of the same
river, laying out a larger capital in railroads and canals than any other state 'in the .Umon. Baltimore had .pushed
lher Chesapeake and Ohio canal and railway well out toward the rfzgion of mines, with the. resolution of ultxmatgly
piercing the great western valley. Ohio and Indiana had spent millions for canals by which to grasp hands with
the Tast. : : ‘ )

Tt was while these rail and water ways were being constructed, and were only gradually and one by one reachl.ng
profitable stages of completion, that New Orleans, as already noticed, more than doubled 'the m‘m]ber of its

_inhabitants. At the close of the decade she was the fourtl city of the United States in 1)0[.)1113131011, being exceeded
oniy by New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Boston was nearly as large, but beside these there was Do

American city of lLalf its numbers.

@
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Truly unfortunate was it for New Orleans, that this result had been rather thrust upon her than achieved by
‘her enterprise, and"&o, instead of becoming a spur to future efforts, it bred nothing better than an overweening

-confidence in the ability of the city to become speedily and without exertion the metropolis of Amerlc'b if' not -

-eventunally of the world.

That New Orleans was growing—that it was growing as the delta sands on which it stands had grown—by the ‘

~eompulsory tribute of the Mississippl, was the shining but illusory fact under whose beams the city entered, in
1841, upon the fifth decade of the century. Before that decade had advanced far the more reflective portion of the
.community began to perceive the less obtrusive though more important truth, that the rapid growth of the city was
seriously slackening speed, and that the vast increase of production taking place in the upper and central parts of
the Mississippi basin was being in great part poured into the laps of other cities.

" The leading advantage lost being that of speedy transportation, the inroads upon the city’s commerce were not
yet seriously felt in the movement of those raw crops and milled breadstuffs, whose great bulk still demanded the
«cheapest rate of freights. The receipts of the great staples from the valley above kept steady pace with the
immense increase in production, or seemed to do so. In 1842 these receipts from the interior amounted in value to
more than $45,700,000; in 1843, to over $53,750,000; in 1844, to $60,000,000; in 1846, to more than $77,000,000; in
1847, to $90,000,000; and in 1850 they reached nearly the sum of $97,000,000. :

In 1840 the total prodnction of corn in the eight states of Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas,
Tennessee, and Louijsiana was something over 210,500,000 bushels. In 1830 it was more than 350,000,000, an
increase of over 66 per cent. In the same period the receipts of corn at New Orleans rose correspondingly from
sowme 268,000 sacks and 168,000 barrels, to over 1,000,000 sacks and®2,000 barrels.

In the same period the production of tobacco in these states diminished in those south, and more than
correspondingly increased in those north, of the Ohio, yet the receipts in New Orleans rose in full proportion.

As a palpable result the city expanded. Each year large numbers of new buildings were erected, while at the
same time “rents continually rose”. In 1845, in the second municipality alone—the American quarter—295
houses and stores were built, more than half the number being of brick and granite. It should be noted, however,

that their average cost did not reach §3,500. Thus, if the proportions of home consumption and marketable surplns -

in the agrienltural movement of these states had remained the same, the relative importance of New Orleans would
at least not have been retrograding, and her merchants might have repelled the charge brought by one, that they
“sold the skin for a groat and bought the tail for a shilling”, But improved transportation, denser population, and
labor-saving machinery had almost indefinitely increased the individual producing power of the western man, and
truly to have kept pace with it New Orleans should have been the receiver and exporter of a rapidly and steadily
increasing fraction—in place of merely an increasing quantity—of the agricnltural products of the country. Not
perceiving, or unable to meet this necessity, she abandoned this magnificent. sulplus to the growing cities of the
West and East.

Still more New Orleans failed to maintain a Ieadmg position in relation to the immense growth of western
manufactures. It was the subject of much pardonable boasting that her commerce was so rapidly increasing, and
during the decade it did expand in gross receipts, in exports, and, on a much lower scale, in imports, almost or
quite 100 per cent. But meantime, and almost unnoticed by New Orleans, absorbed as she was in moving the
crude products of the fields and supplying the wants of the producers, the manufactures of the cight states
mentioned increased in value from about 850,000,000 to a little less than $164,000,000.

v Nor was any adequate compensation found in the city’s import trade. In 1835 this had reached the amount of
$17,000,000; but in the crash that followed it had shrunk to $8,000,000 in 1842, and in 1845 hagd risen only to
£9,750,000. In 184748, while the eity actually exceeded New York in exports of domestic produce, and in the

total of exports was sur passed only by that city, her imports were less than a tenth of those of New York and not .

quite a third those of Boston. Coftee, i iron, ardwalc, salt, and French fancy goods formed the chief. items of this
cominerce,

At the close of the decade that ended with 1850, New Orleans had fallen back from the fourth place to the fifth
in the list of American cities, Boston had surpassed her in numbers, Brooklyn was four-fifths her size and St. Louis
seven-eighths, Cincinnati lacked but one twenty-fifth of her numbers, and Louisville, Chicago, Buffalo, and Pittsburgh
had populations ranging from 40,000 to 50,000. »

One or two considerations, however, somewhat modify the unfavorableness of these comparisons. During
this time large numbers of Transatlantic immigrants made New Orleans their first landing-place on their way to
the great ‘West,. Between 1845 and 1830 they numbered on an average 30, 000 a year. Many stopped. in the eity

- and settled. - As early as 1842 the population was reported “largely mlted with Germans”. Before this sort of
competition ‘slave service gave ground, and the number of slaves in New Orleans was actually 5,330 less in 1850
than it had been in 1840,

Again, no other part of the population in New Orleans was held in such total disesteem as the free mulatto

class, This unenterprising, despised, and persecuted. péople had grown from an inconsiderable fraction of the
- whole in earlier years, to be in 1840 nearly one-third as numerous as the whites. The‘ feeling which had always
cxisted against them grew in intensity as the agitation concerning the abolition of slavery rose and increased.
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They were looked upon as fit subjects of general snspicion, became the objects of grossly restrictive, un]ust and
intolerant state legislation, and between 1840 and 1850 made such an exodus from the city that their numbers fell
from over 19,000 toless than 10,000 souls. Allowing for natural increase, not less than 11,000 or 12,000 free persons |
must have lefn the city during this period, nor is there any evidence that they ever returned.

Under correet social conditions, such a loss of population ecould not rightly be counted a gain. If under all
the circumstances there was in it an element of real advantage, it lay in the fact that the proportion was
increased of that master class, whose strong hand and will ruled the fortunes of the community.

Furthermore, another town had sprung up immediately against the city’s upper boundary. In 1833 threé
spavsely peopled suburbs, to wit, Lafayette, Livaudais, and Réligieuses, the last occupying lands that had belonged
to and been bought from the Ursuline nuns, were consolidated into one and made a body politic, under the name
of the City of Lafayette. In what was then considered the rear of this town many of the wealthy citizens of New
‘Orleans began about 1840 to settle down in “large, eommodlouq, one-story houses, full of windows on all sides, and
surrounded by broad and shady gardens”. Nearer the river front the immigrant Germans and Irish of the laboring
class poured in gbundantly, and by 1850 Lafayette, vutmlly a pa,rt of NeW Orleans, conprised a popula.tlou of
12,319 white and 1 871 colored inhabitants.

By these two movementh of slave aud mulatto exodus and European immigration, the proportion of whites to
the whole population rose from 58 to 78 per cent., and the whole number of the one community which formed New
Orleans and Lafayette was 133,650,

But now New Orleans began to take note of faets which ought long before to have been anticipated as
possibilities. Her people began to perceive the losses she was sustaining, and to inquire with alarm into their
causes. At one moment with admissions and the next with boastful denials of this or that unfavorable condition
or relation, the progress of other cities at her expense was anxiously noted; much was remembered of those earlier
times when New Orleans was the commercial queen of her great valley, and merchants and property-holders
exhorted each other to throw off their lethargy and establish their city in that universal supremacy for whieh her
citizens were still confident that nature—that is, their river and their wish-—had destined her.

The city’s curable ailments found many physicians and few nurses; while those difficulties of the situation
which were really insuperable remained unmentioned by the more politic few, or were charged by sanguine
commercial writers as the inexcusable sins of unprogressive financiers. It was confessed that New Orleans had
depended too entirely upon the mere movement of crops; that there had long been a false pride among the
cultivated elasses of the South generally opposed to mercantile pursuits; that the sanitary condition of the city
had Dbeen entirely overlooked; that no attempt had been made to cheapen the city’s notorious port charges or to
facilitate the safe and expeditious handling of freight. It was even Dboldly and ingeniously asserted by one, that
the institution of slavery had much to do with, the non-progressive attitude of New Orleans and her surrounding
country ; that that part of the community which mainly felt the inconvenience of antiquated methods was the
voiceless slave class, and that the liberty which the northern workingman enjoyed, of thinking, speaking, and acting
in his own interests, gave that section an immense preponderance through ity multitnde of practical thinkers. The
absurd municipality system of city government, which virtnally divided the city into three corporate communities’
Deside that of Lafayette, was rightly blammed as the source of much confusion and non-progression.

Buch were some of the verdicts of those who spoke or wrote. Doubtless the quieter financiers and capitalists,
who carefully studied the city’s relative position and possible development, fonnd other facts confronting them. The

-absgence of railroads was not attributable only' to the neglect to build them. Those laws of nature, upon which so
much relianes was misplaced, ineluded the nature and wants of m.mkmd, and such observers could not but see
‘that then, and for some time to come, capital—that winged and inexorable fate-——could not swing out a railroad from -
New Orleans in any divection that had not Letter be stretched across from some point near the center of supply in
the West, to some other point within the bounds of the manufacturing and consuming ast. Or, to come to an
underlying, fundamental fztct, the peculiar and unfortunate labor system of the South had handed over the rich
prize of Turopean and New England immigration to the unmonopolized West, and the purely fortune-hunting
canal-boat and locomotive pushed aside the slave and his owner and followed the free immigrant. In truth, it was
not until some years later, when the outstretelied iron arms of northern enterprise began to grasp at the prgd
of the Southwest itself, that New Orleans capitalists, with more misgiving than enthusiasm, thrust out their first
railroad worthy of the name through the great plantation state of Mississippi.

~ Alack of banking capital was attributed as a canse of decadence, But New Orleans bankers knew that New
York, with a banking capital not three times as large as that of New Orleans, carried on a commerce three and a hnlf :
tuneq as great as hers, beside a large manufacturing interest.

The absence of thousands of residents during the summer season was glven as another drawback; but this,

-also, was true of the other great cities, of New Yorlk especially.

The want of common sentiment and impulse in a community made up 1‘1 om individuals of 50 many nationalities
was mnch emphasized. This deficiency did not result merely—as often stated-—from the- large proportion of
foreigners., 'When, by the census of 1860, this ‘proportion came to be known, it was found to be but 44F per cent.
of the whole white population in New Orleans, against 42 in Cincinnati, 48 in New York, and 52 in St, Louis. But
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. : evai N inspired the foreign elements as they came in; hence a
in these c'mes A'mer;call :h? ughfgpﬁr?“?lgﬁeﬁi 11‘1)211 iﬁi ii?lser hland, Americar% thought was itself not only forei gn,
mmmaruhj’@ unlt,&"f)l e 1;% the unaspiring énd satirical Creole, and often apologized for hy the American, who
I') ut nlm;'(flfgé?; ’ ;1 l?ﬁﬁfﬁﬁi; ig a combination of social forces, far more frequently in sympathy with REuropean
f:{?::x thgg ;Vifll :the moral energies and the enthusiastic and venturesome enizerprise, of ]the I{T(z;v V&:r]db z}dgﬁ(’l] }(:
this there were, in New Orleans, 28,000 persons.-—9 of whom out of every 14 were Qnslave( y and the other 5 practically
expatriated—hampering, as by sheer-dead weight, t.he progress of the community. ' . Bub among tho vast

The languishing of the import trade was attributed to s_lmple neglect to cu}twat(ta 1‘ ) nfG( 1}0 lfq l:m 1(}1\\
plantations of the sonthern valley, where town hfe: was cgmpa_l‘é}tlvely unknown, Whe1§ masters ngref W im(l: S Eu b 1\ o
proceeds of their exports with their own hands in foreign cities, w].}ere the lwa.nts of slaves and of inc igen -‘w 1 m
were only the most primitive, and where a stupid and slovenly, unpaid laboring class made the 111troducf;10u gi.laybo}-
saving machines a farce, no stimulus to a large import t_rfide could be 1191')(3(1 for_. And.as to the W(.astf, it \.va‘sﬂxdys to
think of competing with direct routes for the transporta.txon of commodities Whl(.}h , unlike the bulkier articles of the
export trade, could well afford to subordinate cheap freight rates to prompt delivery. . | .

Much reproach was heaped upon the moneyed class for the non-development of. nmnuf'uctures; butAnoLhmg
ought to have been plainer than the total irreconcilability of the whole southern industrial system wx.tlf sueh
establishments; a system employing one of the mest unintelligent and uneconomical classes of ‘ laborers in the
world, upon which it was useless to attempt to graft the higher-spirited operatives of other countries. '

These conditions, then, recognized at that day only in their superficial aspect and assum.ed to b‘e casily
removable, were the causes of non-progression. Summed up in one, and this stripped of its disguise, it was a
triumph of machinery over slave labor, tnrecognized, however, or unconfessed, because if reparable at all, only so
through a social revolution so great and apparently so ruinous that the mention of it kindled a white heat of public
exasperation, .

And yet, after this is said, something must still be allowed to a luxurious, enervating elimate, under which all
energies, Anglo-Saxon, Gallie, Celtic, Teutonic, in greater or less degree, surrendered; somothing to remotencss
from competing cities; and something to the influence of that original people, a study of whose history and its
resultant traits forms so much of the present work., For the Creoles, retaining much power ag well by their natural
force as by their extensive ownership of real estate and their easy coalition wvith foreign elements of like faith,
caring little to understand and less to be understood, divided and paralyzed when they could no longer rule
public sentiment, and often met the most imperative necessities for innovations with the most inflexible conservatism,
Such causes kept the city comparatively unimproved, its municipal government in confusion, its harbor approaches
and Jandings much neglected, and its morals and its health unestimated by careful statisties and a by-word in all
lands.

Most of the improvements that had arisen during this long term of purely commercial development dated well
back toward that era of inflation of which the crisis of 1837 has become the index, and werc mainly confined to
the American quarter. The parish prison, the same antique and gloomy pile of stuccoed brick that still stands on
Orleans street just heyond Congo square, was built in 1830 at a cost of $200,000. Several market-houses were
completed about this time, the French vegetable market in 1830, St. Mary’s and Washington in 1836, and Poydras
in 1837, Tn 183435 the United States government, having six years bhefore sold the old Spanish barracks in tho
Lieart of the French quarter, built the present Jackson barracks, then three miles below the ci ty, now on its lower
houndary, In 183234 the old Charity hospital in Canal street had become the state-house, and the present hospital
was erected in Common street at an expense of $150,000. In 1832 and 1835 two extensive cotton-presses and
+ warehouses had added an important feature to the commerecial city, The Levee cotton-press cost $500,000, and the
Orleans, in the lower part of the city, over $758,000, In 1835 the water-works, and in 1837 the gas-works, had
come into operation, In the earlier year, also, the New Canal, some seven miles in length, begun in 1832, had heen
li‘nished.‘ It brought the waters of lake Pontchartrain into an artificial basin deep enough for coasting schooners,
sihfated 1mmedi:}te1y behind Rampart (then Hercules) street, between Julia and Delord. Inthis year, too, the branch
L)‘m’tcd States mint of New Orleans was founded on the small square bounded by Bsplanade, Barracks, Decatur, and
Petd#gstreets, whiich had been the site of Fort St. Charles, and after the destruction of that fortification had been
.knsfnvn as Jacl‘:son Square, a name afterward transferred to the ancient Place @CArmes. TIn 1833 had appeared that
unique and stﬂl. well-remembered structure, Banks’ Arcade, a glass-roofed mercantile court in the midst of a large
lotel in Magazme' street, now long known as the St. J ames. Jn 1836 the Merchants’ Exchange, just below Canal
Street, f‘nd extending through from Royal to Exchange alley, had heen completed and had become the post-office,
TllneAﬁrat St. Charles hotel, called then the Exchange hotel, begun in 1835, had been completed three years later, at
;:t‘:‘]t i:f; tiﬁoo,oog.l il'he Same year saw the completion, diagonally opposite on Common street, of the old Verandah
bﬁilf , i 125‘{:70& 0&{\) rlot’ 5?010,3(1)\(; 1In~ .1834 the (second) Firat Presbyterian church, on Lafayette square, had been
came vear the ol CI; r'(;t’( e (13 it 10dist church, on the corner of that street and Poydras, had followed, and in the
predeéé ssor. erented innls ;()c mrlc il on the corner f’f Bogrb.on and Canal streets,. had replaced the small octagonal
bl beéu tm,ilt Ao fé,;in( which the town wits had nicknamed “The Oockplt”. In 1835 thé St. Charles theater

5, st 01 3350,000. Between 1833 and 1839 several bank buildings of more or less pretensions had



‘SOUTHERN STATES: NEW ORLEANS, LA. " 259

arisen; the Commercial, the Atchafalaya, the Orleans (later occupied by the Bank of America), the Canal, at the
corner of Magazine and Gravier, the City, in Camp street near Canal, and that extremely picturesque ruin in
Toulouse street of Grecian architecture, built for the Citizens’ Bank and afterward oceupied by the Consolidated.
Many charitable associations and establishments—Poydras orphan asylum, the Female orphan asylum, the asylum
for destitute boys, the Catholic male orphan asylum, the Fireman’s charitable association,the Howard association,
Stone’s hospital, the Circus Street infirmary, and many others had their beginnings at various dates between
1830 and 1340,

Such a list as this, extending over more than a decade, is probably doubtful evidence of that degree of progress
which should have characterized a growing American city, or even of that degree of effort which would have
excused some features of her decadence. Orphan asyluns were indifferent substitutes for sanitation, and short-lived
banks for improved harbor approaches. “Had a tithe of the exertion,” writes one in New Orleans, in 1847, “been
made to retain it, that has distinguished the efforts of the North to draw it off, we should not now be called to 1001c with
astonishment at beholdmg one-half in bulk and value of western produce seekmg a market at the northern Atlantic
cities, where twenty years ago not a dollar was sent through the channels now bearing it away from New Orleans.”

Yet it would have been unreasonable and unjust to assume that all deficiencies were due to lack of enterprise;
and the fact that in the list of local movements and schemes, scarcely more than one or two bore any likeness to
that bold ontward reach which was making rival cities, through their more fortunate location, daily greater, should
rather De taken as proof that the capitalists of New Orleans discerned and silently acknowledged the immovability
of some of the fundamental difficulties that heset their town and port.

Two railroad enterprises alone, in this period, ventured to project their lines beyond the boundaries of Orleans
island; but the “New Orleans and Nashville” secheme, ripening prematurely, fell to the ground, and the ¢ Mexican
Gult” road, which it was hoped would develop the deep waters of Cat island into a harbor of easy access to large
vessels, and greatly shorten the journey between New Orleans and New York, never got beyond the farther hounds
of the adjoining parish, and is long since extinet.

About the year 1840 or 41, there seems to have arisen in the room of that sort of public spirit, enterprising yet
near-siglited, which had characterized the previous decade, a sentiment of more urgency, which began to contemplate

‘relations beyond the boundaries of parish and state, and to realize the value and the necessity of public measures,
addressed to higher and less strietly material wants, than could be supplied by gas- or water-works, banks, mints,
or.cotton-presses. An obvious subsidence of the tide of improvement which had made New Orleans at least a brisk
laggard, united with this new feeling of exigency to produce inquiry, exhortation, and a general exchange of both
deserved and undeserved reproach. Actual efforts presently followed, and steps were taken in the direction of
popular education, culture, and social order, which, had they Dbeen taken when first proposed by a wise few in
execntive office, 25 or 30 years before, would have made New Orleans by that time, in fact and in spirit, as well as
in name, an American, instead of a Franco-American city.

But the end contempla,ted in the earlier suggestions, wanted something of that popular and general benefit
which has made the more modern idea of pubho education acceptable throunghout America, not excepting
Louisiana.

On the earnest recommendation of Governor Claiborne, in 1804, an act had been passed in Apnl of the
following year, by the legislative council, “to establish a university in the territory of Orleans”. A primary object
of this act had been the institution of the “College of New Orleans”. Tifty thousand dollars were appropriated to
carry out the provisions of the act; but the amount was to be raised by two lotteries. In 1811 nothing had yet been
effected. Thirty-nine thousand dollars were then appropriated for state educational purposes, $15,000 of which -
were for the institution of a college in New Orleans, where, in addition to those who paid for their tnition, 50 children,
selected from the poorest classes, were to be admitted without charge. TUnder this stimulus New Orleans college
was built and put in operation in 1812, at the corner of Bayou road and St. Olande street. Ten years later it was
the only educational institntion in N aw Orleans, of a public character, though some private or church schools
accommodated a few charity scholars.

In March, 1826, another legislative act estabhshed one central and two primary public schools in New Orleans.
Ten thousand dollars a year were set apart for their support; they were duly established—the central and one
primary in the old Ursunline convent, and the other primary in Tchoupitoulas near St. Joseph street—and ‘“all the
branches of a polite education” were taught. ¢ Harby’s public school,” in the tlnrd municipality, finds mention in
1838, but New Orleans college seems to have disappeared.

At length, a convention called to frame a new state constitution, meeting in New- Olle'LIlB, in January-April,
1845, again decreed the establishment of the University of Lounisiana. It was intended to consist of four faculties,
one each for law, medicine, natural science, and letters.  The department of medicine was already in existence as
the medical school of Louisiana, and this branch, and that of law, were in full operation in 1847, with 162 students
in the former and 31 in the ]atter, and they hmve ever since contmued t0 be a source of honor zmd pride to the city
and the state.

But the mass of edumble youth had not been reached—had scarcely been sought—in these schemes. Another
gsentiment was hckm a feeling of common interest in & common elevation, This feeling once aroused, men of
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publie spirit were not wanting to give it guidance, and the names of such pioneors as Slarn?.uel J'}f?f?ﬁ’_???&
Burke, Judah Touro, Martin, Dimitry, De Bow, Forstall, Gayarre, and others, are gratefully remem ered %-& ato
generu,tion for their labors in the cause of intellectual advancement. The year 1841 dates ’ghepstthszhnjmnt %u N‘ef\v
Otleans of the modern system of free public schools; for although they were not begun within t}te city’s 0011’{’1"1‘1’9
limits until in the following year, when a singlé school was opened in the second 1)%1111101]_)2\:1117}', with »s.ome\ t‘oz‘c{n "
scholars of both sexes”, yet the adjoining city of Lafayette, always virtually a part of New Orleans, had founded the
cystem i earlier year.

" ht}lllll tllllletggg(i‘:zlningif the year 1842 there were in the American quarter 300 c]%ildreu in p}‘ivate schoolls .zm‘d 2,(_)90
destitute of school advantages. By the end of that year there were 238 pupils in the public schools of La.'fa'-yotw,
and 800 in those of the American quarter of New Orleans proper. In the next year the total attendance in the
public schools of both sections was 1,314, In 1844 it was 1,798, '

Meanwhile there was a movement in the interest of adults. In 1842 Mr. B. I, French, having bgught &
collection of books known as the “Commercial Library ”, threw it open to the public. In 1846 it occupied 1.;“'0
rooms in the Merchants’ Ixchange, on Royal street, and comprised almost 7,600 volumes. About the same time
the state library was formed with about 3,000 volumes, but was intended for the use of the legiglature 1'&(:11(?1' tlmnl
for the general public. In this year, too, the New Orleans city library came into existence through tbe efforts of
Samuel J. Peters and others, as an adjunct of the public-school enterprise in the second municipality. 1t numbered
at first some 3,000 volumes, and in 1848 had been increased to over 7,500. It required, however, a yearly subscription
of 85 to gain free access to this library. It was placed in the newly founded and unfinished munieipal hall, the same
whose classic Grecian architecture now adorns Lafayette square. The Young Men’s Free Library Association, a
‘hody of commercial citizens, threw open a collection of some 2,000 well-selected volumes at the corner of Customhouso
street and Exchange place. ' :

In 1846 a course of public lectures by leading citizens was attended by a body of hearers which taxed tho
capacity of the city’s largest hall. In the same year an historical society, originally founded in 1838, was revived,
with Judge Martin, the historian of Louisiana, as president. During a few years following, this Lody eausod
valuable researches to be made in the archives of the French and Spanish governments, in Paris and in Madrid,
through its zealous secretary, Mr. John Perkins, jr., and even began the transeription of important documents.
In 1847 Judge Charles Gayarre delivered before the Library and Lyceum Association the four lectures which
afterward constituted the first four chapters of his history of Louisiana; and in the winter of 1848 J. D, B. De Bow
delivered the initial lecture of a projected series on public cconomy, commerce, and statistics; but a terrible epidemie
of cholera ent them short, ‘ . .

About the latter date Alvares Tisk, a merchant, bought Mr. Frencl’s library, and in order to carry out tho
designs of a deceased brother for the establishment of a public library in New Orleans, whicl should be free to.
strangers, offered the entire collection, then containing some 6,000 volumes, to the city, with a ¢“Duilding on
Customhounse street for their reception”. DBut the late public enthusiasm had subsided. N o adequate provision
was made by the city council or public for the acceptance of this gift, although under the generous zeal of Mr,
Freuel, its custodian, it grew considerably in extent. . As late as 1854 it had not been put into efficient ope‘i‘ati()u,
and the city was still without a single entirely free library, «

A line or two may be proper here to afford a comparative view of library facilities in New Orleans and
gi:ﬁgh'ere at the time spokex} of.. In 1809 the public libraries of Louisiana numbered five and conlained
9,800 volumes, and her school libraries two, with 12,000 volumes. Much the greater part of these were, dounbtless,
in l\e:\: O.rleans. However, taking the state at large, there was one school, Sunday school, or public library to
ea‘«h ‘J,ﬂ({q p)ersons, or 100 volumes to each 2,310 persons. In Delaware there were 100 volumes to cach 707
E:,ug?ﬁ? ,] ;x; }’Llizgﬁslshglﬁl‘ tlfll(?re ?w'ex'e 1..00 volumes to every 206' persons ; in M'assachuset_ts there were 100 volumes
mm;bers oi tlhe Aslav.e elelilsenés'p]l;ig)oztlonatgt deiith of ,bO,OkS_ in Louisiana might appear less by e}imina,ting the
community ther‘e would still q: . lVilll (;t) er1 us omitting fgom the count what <.30uld not be omitted from tho
& more i (,)mble exhibit whi;}Il)p’ (;intml : tx]'lo l;.'mes to each 1‘,.J1~8 free persong, while that could hardly be called
without 1ooks, and lewall. incqpa 't'eé ;mt e fact of nearly 245,000 bersons in the established population hoing
there were 1()(),\’olume§‘t0)eve1: pSS’li iy ~e'( Ny re(;;swe' them.‘ " Mlch;gan, @ pion eer‘sFa.te without any laxge city,
aud half of thoso in schoul libI)‘aries POG;S;;SS-OO l‘Olfd»b.ly ;Tf thg 22,400 volumes in Louisiana, all of those in publie
free persons in the city, ’ 7 WOre In Hew Orleans, which would gljre 100 volumes to every 642
e 1::1 ott;ung ﬁll‘se s‘s?.ems :co have taken.Such Lold upon tl}e esf;imation of the whole body of citizens in New Orleans,
as i ¢ publie sc.hoo]z?. These continued to grow rapidly in numbers and in efficiency, and it is pleasant to turn
from the contrast Just indicated, and find New Orleans 1850 rankinge w A . a1
advantages offered her youth, and received ans 1 1850 ranking well up among American cities in the
i the publi 100l JOUuLh, anc req‘ewe‘d by them, in free schools maintained at the public charge. The pupils

. Baoie schools of Boston numbered 16 per cent. of the whole population; in Philadelphia they were 11i
and in New Orleans 7% per cent. The character of the ts of ' York, in ; § ' el thoae : 2f,
are taken, makes the percent there d b o por O New York, in the pages from which these facts
St Lonis,was 'slighti% 2 b.age ; ere oubtf}ﬂ, but 1t:, seems not to have been greatly superior to. New Orleans;
. / Y 80; but t ose. of Baltlmore,_Gmcmna,ti, Charleston, and other towns, were more or less
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inferior. The total number of educable youth in New Orleans and Lafayette was over fourteen thousand, of which
6,700-attended public schools. In 1858 these numbers had increased to 16,392.

Few conspicuous improvements in real property, either public or private, appeared to view in this term. In
the second municipality the massive and beauntiful tower of St. Patrick’s arose, and the city hall was pushed on
toward completion. The first munieipality ceded to the United States government the site of the present
custom-house, and for many years the huge and lofty scaffolding of this still ancompleted pile of . granite was
one of the most prominent objects in a bird’s-eye view of the city., The United States marine hospital, on the
opposite side of the river, facing the second municipality, which had been commenced in 1834, but was unfinished:
and half in ruins, was taken under contract for its completion by James N. Caldwell, foundel of theaters and
gas-works, projector of the Nashville rail route, and, in short, the personal exponent of the material advance and
enterprise of those-times. This hospital, turned 1nto a powder-house during the late war, met its end one day by
being blown to atoms. ' ' ’

Yet the city was growing from year to year with greater or less rapidity, and in every direetion. TFov some
years the swamp lands in the rear iad been in process of clearing and draining; and streets and houses appeared in
the plage of forest or marshy fields. Algiers, a suburb on the point of land opposite the river front of the old city,
began to grow into notice through its marine workshops, though still but feeble in population. Lafayctte, almost
unknown to the “down-town Creole”, reached, as has been seen, a population of 14,000 and upward, while the
third municipality, almost as completely unobserved by the American as was Lafd,yette by -the Oreole, spread in
unpretentious cottages down toward the near edge of Jackson’s field of renown.

This growth was effected in the face of many obstacles, chief among which was the still frequent mishap of
inundation. This evens in New Orleans must oceur either by a crevasse—a giving way of the levee during a
time of high water in the river~—or by the rise of backwater from. lake Ponfchartrain, when long-prevailing
southeast winds obstruct the outflow of the lake’s waters through the narrow passes by which they commonly
reach the Gulf of Mexico, or when a violent storm from the north more suddenly produces the same result. Against
both these contingencies much vigilance has to be exercised at certain seasons.

The effects of these inundations, however, are easily overestimated. Property within the boundary of Lheu
probable encroachient is desirable only to those who must seek the very fewest advantages of location, and they
have been a prime cause for the ineonvenient lengthening out of the city along the higher grounds down, and
especially up, the river shore. But the city is not engulfed by the waters, life is not endangered, the business
distriets and those occupied by highly improved houses are rarely or never invaded, and the extent of the disaster
is mainly confined to a distressing interruption in the daily affairs of the humbler classes, the destruetion of their
market gardens and poultry, the damage of household goods, and the injury to such public property as street
bridges and the like. The sickness which might be supposed to follow the subslidence of the waters has not been
such, at least, as to make inundations a subject of alarm on this account, and probably no actual feature of these
overflows does New Orleans as much material injury asis done by their exaggerated bad fame. '

Their frequency, also, is easily overrated. In the carly history of the town they occurred af first almost yearly,
and for a long time extremely often; butlater they-grew much more infrequent, The moat and palisaded embankment
whieh surrounded the Spanish town seems not to have proteeted it from this enemy. A serious overflow took place
in 1780, another in 1785, another in 1791, another in 1799. All these vesulted from crevasses in the river levee
above the town, The last of these occurred in the month of May, in the “Macarty levee”, near the site of the later
town of Carrollton, now part of New Orleans. Subsequently putrid fevers were ascribed to it, but the statement is

made without ploper investigation of the facts.

Another inundation in 1813 was caused by a crevasse in the levee of Kenner's plantation, a mile or-two ouly
above Macarty’s.

Next followed the noted overflow of 1816, On the 6th of May, of that year, Macarty’s levee, being undermined
by the powerful current which there strikes the river bank, again broke, and on the fourth day after, the rear parts of
suburbs Montague, La Course, St. Mary, and Marigny, and the whole of the suburbs behind them—Gravier, Trémé,
and St. John—were under water to the depth of from 3 to 5 feet. One could travel in a skiff from the corner
of Chartres and Canal streets to Dauphin, down Dauphin to Bienville, dlown Bienville to Burgundy, thus to

-8t. Louis street, from St. Louis to Rampart, and so throughout the rear suburbs. The waters found vent by way

of Fisherman’s and St. Johu’s bayous to lake Pontchartrain, and in 25 days had subsided. The enswing sumier is
stated, on the highest medical authority, fo have been remarkably healthy.

In 1831 the waters of an inundation reached the line of Dauphin street, the fifth from the river front—the
result of a violent storm on lake Pontchartrain. A similar event occurred in October, 1837, In 1844 a storm
backed the lake waters up to Burgundy street, sizth from the river front, and a sumlar dlS'lSt(‘.I‘ happenod again .
in 18406.

But probably the most serious overflow the city of New Orleans ever suffered was that of 1840. On the
afternoon of the 3d of May, in that year, the waters of the MISSIS%ID]_)I being then at a higher stage than had been
witnessed before for twenty-one years, broke through the levee in front of Sauvé’s plantation, some 17 miles ahove
New Orleans by the river’s course, and at once defied all restraints. Tt was ab first thought that they would not
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reach New Orleans, but would find their way into lake Pontchartrain by some route nearer at hand. But the
swamp rapidly filled up behind the city, the opportunity for throwing up a levee along the rear of the town was
let slip, and by the 15th of May Rampart street was under water.

The residents of the first municipality (French quarter) strengthened the small levee of Canal Carondelet on
its lower side, and thus entively shut out the advancing flood from the distriet beyond that canal; but the rears of
Lafayette and of the second municipality were completely exposed. The water reached its highest stage on the
30th of May. Its line ran along behind Bacchus (Baronne) streef, sometimes reaching to Carondelet, from the
upper limits of Lafayette to Canal street, crossed that street between Carondelet and St. Charles streets, and thence
stretched downward and backward to the old basin. “About 220 inhabited squares were flooded, more than 2,000
tenements surrounded by water, and a population of near 12,000 souls either driven from their homes or living' an
aquatie life of much privation and suffering.”

All efforts to close the crevasse niterly failed until, on the 3d of June, Messts. Dunbar and Surgi, engineers,
being allowed entire liberty as to ways and means, beg’m work, and in seventeen days stopped the breach. On
the 22d of June the water had virtually disappeared, heavy rains.washed away its filthy deposits, and the people
were able to begin tho repair of their disasters. Public property, too, had sutfered; pavements and gutters were
~much damaged and street bridges had been washed away. The second municipality in the following year (1850)
levied $400,000 to cover “actual expenditurcs on streets, wharves, and crevasses”, and built a levee in the rear of
the municipality from the point where Claiborne street crosses the new canal up to Felicity road (street) and along
this strect to its intersection with Apollo (now Carondelet) street.

Time showed these provisions to be entirely inadequate. The city continued at intervals to suffer from the
same cause, the last occasion being no longer ago than February of the present year (1881). At such times the
pecuniary and personal aid of her citizens is generously poured out to the unfortunate; but these admirable
deeds are the fruits of emotional impulses, and, the distress passed, precautions wamst future calamity are
omitted or soon fall into neglect. The last ovelﬂow simply overran the top of a neglected and decayed protection
levee. The uneconomical habits of the South have not passed suddenly away with the change of its labor system.
Private extravagance still makes public parsimony ; public burdens are but feebly recognized, and New Orleans is
not yet entirely protected from these pitiful disasters to her hard-working poor.

A number of other events require to be briefly summarized as making notable a short period between 1849 and
1852, It was in the first of these years that New Orleans ceased to be the capital, and the small Mississippi river
town of Baton Rouge became the capital of the state. Nor was this loss restored to New Orleans until after the
destruction of the state-house in Baton Rouge by fire, and the occupation of New Orleans by United States forces,
during the late war. Tn 1880 the seat of government was again removed to Baton Rouge, and the legislature, at
its next regular session, will meet-there.

As late as 1846 New Orleans was without telegraphic communication, but in 1847, and later, certain lines were
taken under contract, and by 1850 the city was in telegraphie connection with St. Louis and other points,

The first street pavement with square granite blocks was made in 1850,

The project of a railroad across the isthmus of Tehuantepee received its first decided impulse in 1850, on the
transfer by one Hargous to Judah P. Benjamin, J. M. Lapeyre, Samuel J. Peters, and others, of extensive grants
and privileges conveyed to him by José Garay, the original grantee of the Mexican government. Surveys were
begun by United States engineers, and by 1852 one route had been surveyed; but the Mexican government put a
stop to the work, and the project, thus crippled, dragged feebly along. In 1853 a rival grantee, Mr. Thomas Sloo,
appeared, and the state of Louisiana gave a charter to a new company, formed with $10,000,000 capital, of which
Mr. Sleo was to receive half. To have realized so great a project would have redeemed New Orleans from the
reproaches so freely bestowed upon her by her sister cities; but against the state of affairs existing in Mexico no
Leadway could be made, though much effort was exhausted by the capitalists of the city, and the last year before
the absorbing political campaign which preceded the outbreak of civil war, found their chamber of commerce
recommending the enterprise with bare resolutions. Meantime two other enterprises of more moderate scope, bitt
of even greater urgency, meta better fate. In 1851 those two great works of internal improvement, which have

“proved, as they were intended to be, the commercial salvation of New Orleans, were set on foot, to wit, the two
railroads that now respectively unite the city with the great central railroad system of the Union in the .MlSSlSSll)pl
_valley, and with the vast southwest, still comprised within the outstretched boundaries of the state of Texas.
The first of these roads was to stretch due north toward J ackson, the capital of Mississippi; the other was to
strikke westward toward the town of Opelousas, in Louisiana, Both received state aid, and the first by the year
1855, the second by 1857, had reached a distance of over 80 miles from New Orleans, and on the northern road
WOl‘k was progressing 1ap1d1y in the direction of Jackson.

Hardly of less importance to the city’s future, was the consolidation of Lafayette and the three municipalities
into one city government, on the 12th of April, 1852. Sixteen yéars of subdivision had demonstrated to Creole,
to American, and to Eoropean immigrant the value of unity. Yet it was probably essextial, that during just that
term the progressive and the conservative elements of the city should have lived and W01Lec1 apart, and thus
thelr adverse ideas, opelatmn side by side, Le practically compaxed, and Lhe superiority of the American prineiples
of growth be plainly proven.

l

.
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The ﬁrsfi great step after the cession toward the Americanization of New Orleans, was the arbitrary establishment
of the 'Eng‘hsh tongue. The second was that enforced one of its military defense against conquest in 1814-15.
The third, & stage rather than a step, was the shifting of the port’s commerce from the French and Spanish
Amer}cas on the south to tl‘le great valley on the north, and its consequent transfer into American hands and an
Alhner'lczm quarter. The ch'vision of the municipalities, in 1836, is of uncertain value; the next undoubtedly
effective step was the establishment of the American public school system throughout the n_mnicipalities, a greater
advance than its n?ost sanguine advocates probably supposed counld have been made at one stride. The fifth step
was the consolidation. By this movement the second municipality, the American quarter, became the acknowledged
center and core of the whole city. ' Its municipality hall became the municipal hall; its public grounds became the
chosen rendezvous of all popular assemblies; its streets became the place-of-business domicile for all the main
bmnches. of trade; the rotunda of its palatial St. Chatles, at whose memorable burning in 1850 the people wept,
restored in 1852753, usurped the early pre-eminence of the St. Louis Bourse, and became the unofficial guild-hall of
all the more active elements—merchants, politicians, strangers from every quarter, and Cuban and Nicaraguan
filibusters; and banks, whose charters still prevented their moving across the “neutral ground” of Canal street,
moved close up toward it to cateh a share of the financial breezes that blew so favorably upon its farther side.

The consolidation did not come before a stern necessity called for it. The report of the *commissioners of
the consolidated debt of New Orleans” in 1855, says:

“The commissioners * * * found the city withou$ credit, confusion in most of its branches of government,
and the people disheartened. To-day (January, 1855) its credit-is above par”? “The spirit of the people,” they
fartlier added, “has been awakened * * * and a brighter future is before us.”

, At the passage of the act of consolidation, the debts of Lafayette and the three municipalities aggregated

%7,700,000, of which $2,000,000 were past due. Through the improved credit of the consolidated city, 85,000,000
of these debts were early extingui§hed, and the total debt of the city on the 1st of April, 1853, the greatest
commercial year that thus far had ever risen upon New Orleans, was but little over $3,000,000.

A small steel-engraved picture of New Orleans, made just before this period, is obviously the inspiration of
the commercial and self-important American.: The ancient plaza, the cathedral of St. Louis, the old hall of the
cabildo, the calaboza, the remnant of Spanish barracks, the enaptied convent of the Ursulines, the antiquated and
decayed mne Toulouse—all that was time-honored and venerable are pushed out of view, and the lately humble
fanbourg Ste. Marie, grown to be the center of wealth and activity, fills the picture almost from side to side, with long
ranks of huge Mississippi steamers smoking at the levee, and the majestic dome of the first St. Charles and the
stately tower of St. Patrick’s, rise high above the deep and solid phalanxes of brick and stone, in the midst of
whieh they stood queen and bishop of the board. . ‘ -

A little later a worse fate befell the group of ancient landmarks, than being left out of a picture. Renovation

camein, In 1850 the catbedral was torn down to its foundations, and began to rise again with all its Spanish
pieturesqueness lost, and little or nothing gained in beauty. On its right and on its left absurd French roofs were
clapped upon the cabildo and the court-house. The Baroness Pontalba, daughter of the benevolent Almonaster,
replaced the plain, old-fashioned  stone buildings on either 'side the square, with large, new rows of red brick.
The city government laid off the Place d’Armes in blinding white shell-walks and dusty flower-beds, and later
—in 1855—placed in its center the bronze equestrian figure of the deliverer of New Orleans, and called the classic
spot Jackson square, Yet even so it remains to the present, the last lurking-place of the romance of carly New
Orleans. ‘ .
The commerce of the city waxed greater. That “forest of masts” of which ghe was so pardonably boastful,
grew yearly longer and darker upon her splendid harbor front. In 1851 the receipts of cotton were greater than
had ever before been handled. The total yalue of products from the interior was nearly $107,000,000. The mint
coined $10,000,000 in silver and gold, the most of which had come from the new-found treasure-fields of Oaliforr{ia,
whither large numbers of the more adventurous spirits of New Orleans had hastened. The tobaceco trade, which
for some years had languished, revived. ‘ N

The year 1853 brought still greater increase. The receipts of cotton alone reached the vailue of $68,250,000..
Thie sugar crop was, by many tens of thousands of hogsheads, the largest ever known in Louis;nana, and the total
value of produce from the interior exceeded $134,000,000. Over 10 per cent. of all the arrivals from sea were
steamships. , - - - s

But just here a symptom of decay, long overlooked, began to foree itself upon .pubhc notice. The increase in
size of sea-going vessels had been steady and rapid, and had not received the attention, in the port of New Orleans, -
which its importance merited, until the larger vessels had begun to shun the bars and mud-lumps of the Balize.
In 1852 there had been, within a period- of a few weels, nearly 40 ships aground on the bar at the mouth of the
Mississippi, suffering detentions ranging from two days to eight wéeks. Spme had begn compelle.d ,tci throw 1)5}1‘ﬁ
of their cargoes overboard, and others to discharge into lighters, over 100 miles from their. wharves in New Orleans.

There had not been a total neglect, even in earlier years, to call the attention of government to the defects of
this allimportant entrance to the continent. Government,. too, had- responded; surveys and re-por’ts had bP:en
made as.far back as 1829 and continuing through 1837, 1839, 1847, and 1851. Shortly after certain expensive
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surveys in 1837, Northeast pass, then the chosen channel, shoaled up; but Southwest pass was presently fonnd to
serve present purposes, being only less convenient of approach, and continued to be used with tolerable facility
until about 1850. Then the increasing draught of ships brought a new diffienlty, and “owing to pressing memorials
of the eitizens of New Orleans, Congress ordered an exploration of the region, and appropriated a large sum for
the deepening of the chanmnels of the river”., Neglect to pursue the matter to the point of consummating some
permanent remedy, seems not more blamable npon government than upon the port itself. = 'While various measures
and half measures were timidly recommended in the reports of engineers—dredging, harrowing, jettying, the .
cutting of a canal to gulf waters several miles above the passes—vessels of less than 1,000 tons were grounding on
the bar, and a committee of the New Orleans chamber of commerce, in petitioning Congress for the establishment of
anavy-yard at New Orleans, was stating in its address that “formerly the bar at the mouth of the Mississippi
presented a difficalty whieh is now obviated, for modern skill has applied to naval architecture the happy
combination of increased capacity of hull, with diminution of draft”, and so on. Naturally the Balize remained
unimproved, and in 1853 vessels were again grounding on the bar and remaining, with valuable cargoes, for weels,
and even for months.

But the year 1853 will always be more famed in the history of New Orleans for another calamity, so painfal in
its purely human aspect, that its commereial results, considerable as they were, are entirely obscured. by its dark
shadow. The yellow fever of that year gave New Orleans, for all time, a sad eminence in the list of plague-stricken
towns, and must long continue to be a standard of comparison, for all pestilential visitations preceding or following
it, in the annals of American cities.

From the beginning nothing could have been more obvious to the most superficial glance, than the insalubrity
of the site chosen for New Orleans. But the almost total neglect of government and people to attempt its
improvement, was hardly less so. Governor Perier, in 1726, did himself the credit to urge, in his dispatches, the
necessity of sanitary measures, and the Baron Carondelet, towau'd the close of the last century, stood conspicuounsly
apart from the long line of royal governors, in the attention Le gave to the matter of public health, and for certain
limited works, prosecuted with a view to decreasing the prevalence of malarial and putrid fevers.

Some beneficial changes came about gradually, without any intended reference to public sanitation. A certain
defective surface-drainage, some paving, improved house-building, wiser domestic life, removal of muech noxious
forest and undergrowth, a better circulation of air, probably a slight reduction of temperature, and probably, too,
what was more important, a reduction in humidity. But it was long before & system of public scavenging was
adopted, and when it came it was only better than none. Later still open canals, intended for drainage, began to
nultiply, but they were ill-placed, poorly constructed, and entirely neglected.

Many features in the system of municipal cleansing were so far from being true sanitary measmes, that a
studied effort to make matters as bad as possible cauld hardly have been more vicious., Most of these, however,
need no mention, being easily found in the contemporaneous history of almost any city. A singular effect of their
eontbination in New Orleans, more amusing now than then, was that for a term of years—notably between 1837
and 1840—rais became a common and intolerable pest that d(,ﬁed extermination.

The undrained state of the soil was the main source of many evils. Prominent among them was the cu::tom of
sépulture in tombs above ground, and the almost total interdiction of burial in the earth. A grave in the ground
was lower than the water level.  For a long time the tombs, later composed only of brick or stone, included wood
in parts of their strueture, and fell into deeay so early as often to expose the bones of the dead. As the town grew
in age and in density of population it daily, and as unconcernedly as other towns, made the ground beneath it more
and more poisonous, and spreading out upon the low grounds behind it, actually began to occupy a district which
had been used as a dumping-ground for its night-soil. '

Meanwhile the town, expanding into a brisk commercial port, was yearly multiplying its communications with
the West Indies, and a horrid and fatal disease began to make itself conspicuous, which in earlier days had
visited the colony rarely if at all, and had been but vaguely recognized. In 1796, for the first time, a fatal epidemic
disease was distinctly and popularly identified as the yellow fever. From that date its appearance was frequent, if
not annual, and the medical records of the city enmmnerate, between that date and the present writing, 13 violent
and 24 lighter epidemies of this dread visitant. It was presentin 1799, in 1800, 1801, 1804, 1809, 1811, and 1812;
was violent in 1817 and 1822, and from this time until the blockade of New Orlefms by the Umted States fleet, in
1861, it made its appearance, sometimes in epidemics and sometimes only in sporadic form, every summer.,

In 1832, when the first great cholera wave swept across the Atlantic, New Orleans suffered fearfully from its
presence. It “made its appearance about the 25th of October, in the midst of an epidemic of yellow fever, and in
* % % 20days * * * Killed about 6,000 people”. The mortality amounted in some days to as high as 500,
in a population which was estimated to have been reduced, by the flight of many, to at most 35,000, ,

In 1839 over 1,300 persons died in New Orleans of yellow fever. - In 1841 there were 1,800 victims. Between
1837 and 1843 some 5,500 deaths were from this cause. In the summer and fall of 1847 over 2,800 perished. ~In
the second half of 1848, 872 died. It had barely disappeared when the cholera, which had again been ravaging
Europe and the British isles, appeared and raged for eight months, carrying off 4,100 victims, A month later,
. Angust, 1849, the yellow fever returned, and by the end of November had destroy ed 744 persons., In this month
the cholera agam revived, and by the end of the year 1850 had added 1,851 to the long 1011
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It would seem, at first glance, that a city under such calamities would have been aroused to grapple with the
facts of its condition, and at any cost to effect a sanitary revolution that would have presented to its own people and
to the outer world the well-authenticated figures of a low death-rate. But sanitation could scarcely make its way,
where insalubrity was flatly denied or disbelieved; and it probably requires a residence among a lethargic and
intensely provincial people, to understand with what honesty of conviction such communities can assert and maintain
the non-existence of the most dreadful evils. ¢ New Orleans, disguise-the fact as we may,” writes De Bow in 1846,
“has had abroad the reputation of being a great charnel house. * * * We meet this libel with facts;” and
thereupon, though a professional statistician, he presents assertions, but no figures. In January, 1851, at the close
of the frightful ills just recounted, the mayor officially pronounced the city to have been “perfectly healthy during
the past year and free from all epidemic”. The fact was omitted that the mortality had been 62 per 1,000 of the
population, and in the previous three years respectively, 77, 66, and 84. 'The press was not behind the public
‘officials in a stout non-statement of facts, of which so purely commercial a people supposed they had a right to
require the withholding; and its persistent reiteration of the city’s salubrity and of the longevity of the native
population, was oddly interwoven with the asser‘mon that the unacclimated absented themselves on the approach
of every summer by thousands.

A few medical men, alone—Barton, Symonds, Fenner, Axson—about the year 1849, had begun to extricate
from oblivion and bring to light the city’s vital statisties, and boldly and intelligently to publish traths which
should have alarmed any community. But the disclosures that the mortality of New Orleans in 1849, even after
deducting the deaths by cholera, had been about twice the common average of Boston , New York, Philadelphia,
or Charleston, fell upon insensible ears. -Doctor Barton’s recommendation of underground sewerage, urged in
1850, was received in silence and soon forgotten, to be revived and adopted in improved form thirty years
afterward. A quarantine had been established in 1821, continued through 1824, withdrawn as useless in 1825,
and Lias never been re-established. Improved police memsme% were alluded to in guneml terms as being in foree,
but it is not clear what they could have been intended to compass; a plan for daily flushing the open street gutters,
which are universal in New Orleans, was proposed to the city council and rejected, and the gutters left to present
“g most disgusting aspect”. Stagnant water stood under houses and in vaeant lots. The streets were
proverbially muddy and fifthy., A large portion of the dead were buried in thickly settled regions of the city.

As the year 1853 drew n&hr, all these unfortunate conditions seemed to approach a climax, under a contract
scavenging system, and ‘the “foul and nauseous steams & arising from the street gutters and othm depositories of
_decayed animal and vegetable matter” became the subject of public outery.

In the report of the board of health for the week ending the 28th of May, 1863, a death hy yellow fever |
“was announced, an exceptionally early commencement. The daily papers left it unpublished. Other reports in
June were received in the same way. On the 2d of July, 25 deaths from yellow fever wero reported for the closing
week. A season of daily rains setin. At the end of the next week 59 deaths were reported. This was equivalent
to not less than 300 cases, and the newspapers slowly and one by one began to admit the presence of danger.

The disease now suddenly broke out like the flames of a conflagration. TFor the weck ending July 16, 204
deaths were reported. The Howard Association began active service. During the following week the admissions
to the Charity hospital alone were from 60 to 100 a day, and its floors were covered with the sick.  From the 16th
to the 23d of July the deaths from the fever averaged G1 per day. . Yet it was only in the preceding week that a
city journal had professed its ignorance of the presence in New Orleans of any prevalent diseases, and in this week
Dr. McIarlane, a noted physician of New Orleans, ‘‘supported by many. others,” advanced the theory that the
accumulation of filth and offal in the yards, alleys, and streets of the city was calculated to retard the formation of
a yellow-fever atmosphere. ‘It was ridiculed,” says a medical writer in e Bow and an eye-witness of the great
epidemie, “throughout the world outside of New Orleans.” In that city some denounced the doctrine and others
denied the filthiness of the streets. On the 25511 of July the city council established a quarantine at Slanghter-house
- point, opposite the city. ‘

The interments of fever vietims for the week ending July 30, aver a.gecl 79 & day. The rains continued and the
weather became unseasonably cool, The usual summer custom of the municipal authorities of ordering the poisoning
of vagrant dogs, had not been suspended, and their bloated carcasses lay in abundance, exposed in the streets and
floated by dozens in the eddies among the wharves. Gormley’s basin, a small artificial harbor ut the intersection
of Dryades walk and Felicity road, for the accommodation of cord-wood and shingle cutters, was termed “a- pestilential
muck-and-mire pool of dead aﬂmmls and fitth of every kind”. The fever rdged with special violence in tho fourth
distriet (Lafayette), where Gerinan immigrants abounded.

The month of August set in, The weekly report of the Gth showed 187 deaths from other diseases, ah
ehormous death-rate, to which was added 947 victims of the fover. The deaths throughout the weelk, in the Charity
hospital solely, had averaged night and day 1 every half hour, As the Tth of August drew to a close, 71 bodies,
in a single cemetery in an inhabited distriet, were left unburied, ¢ piled on the ground, swollen and buarsting their
coffing, and enveloped in swarms of flies.” In the twenty- iour hours of the 8th of August the deaths were 228,
Of theso deaths 198 were reported as the result of yellow fever; but such an appalling mortality, as this would
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leave to be attributed to other diseases, is incredible, and the true explanation must be found in '131'16 inmt}mtiou
with which many professional men will at such times cling to theories concerning the name of a prevailing pestilence,

Such a state of aftairs now existed, that the city was well described as a “theater of horrors”, .zu}d the rewit&
of the plague were turned into fresh causes. “Alas,” cried the editor of one of the daily papers, giving utteranco
to a literal fact, “we have not even grave-diggers.” Sufficient numbers of these could not be hired at five dollars
an hour. While some of the dead were buried with pomp and martial honors, the drivers of dead-earts went
kuoeking from door to door, asking at each if there were any dead to be buried.  Long rows of coffins wove laid in
furrows of scarce two feet depth and hastily covered with a few shovelfnls of earth, which the heavy raing falling
daily washed away, and the whole mass was left “filling the air far and near with the most intolerable pestilential
odors™ In the neighborhood of the graveyards funeral trains jostled each other and quarreled for place, in an aiv
reeking with the effluvia of the earlier dead. Many ‘fell to work and buried their own dead?. Many siex died in
carriages and carts on their way to the hospitals. Many were found dead in their beds, in stores, in the streots,
and in other places. The lengthened police reports indicated one of the natural rosuits of a common mortal
jeopardy. But heroism, too, was witnessed on every hand. The “Howards” won a fame as wide and lasting as
the uuhappy renown of their city, while hondreds of others displayed an equaal, thongh often unrecorded,
self-abnegation. Torty-five distant cities and towns sent pecuniary relief, o ‘

On the 11th of Angust 203 persons died of the fever, and in the week ending two Jdays later, the total deaths
were 1,494, Rain fell every day for two months, and it became almost impossible for the hearses to reach somo of
the cemeteries.  On the 20th of August the week’s mortality was 1,534, On the 18th 400 discharges of cannon
were made and large quantities of tar burned, in the forlorn hope of purifying the air, The noise of the cannon
threw mauny siek into convulsions, and was promptly discontinued, In the little town of Al giers, on the river shorae
opposite the city, there died in this week one thirty-sixth part of the whole population. On the 21st, in New
Orleans, there were 269 deaths, . ,

At last, on the 22d day of August, the maximum was reached when death struck s fresh vietim overy five
minutes, and 283 deaths summed up the confessedly incomplete official record of the day., The next day there
were 25 less.  The next there was a further reduction of 36. Each day following the number diminished, and by
the 1st of September was reduced to 119. By the 10th it was 80, by the 20th 49, and Ly the 30th 16. The total
ixiltimz)%nts in the cemeteries of New Orleans, between the 1st of June and the 1st oquctober, was but a fow short
of 11,000. .

But this number does not include the many buried without certificate, nor the hundreds who perished in their
flight from the city, nor those who fell vietims to the fever brought into their towns by refugees, On the 7th of
September the mail-bill was returned to New Orleans from the little town of Thibodeauxville, with the indorsement,
“Stores closed; town abandoned; 151 cases of fever; 22 deaths; postmaster absent; clerks all down with tho
fever” If raged in these interior towns with the most terrible virulence until the middle of October.

In New Orleans it lingered through the autumn, and disappeared: only in December. In the next two
symmers, 1854 and ‘1855, it returned and destroyed more than 5,000 persons; to which number cholera added 1,750,
The rate of mortality for these two years exceeded, respectively, 72 and 73 per 1,000. That of 1853 was 111, or
one-ninth of the whole population, ‘

_ T.hus closed t.he darkest period in the history of New Orleans. In three years more than 35,000 people had
died, in a population reduced by flight to about 145,000.
I‘n the twexjty-eight years since, only one mild and three severe epidemics of yellow fever have fullen upon
Eiges (;Cl}fln Slélo(:g&;i (;th;; g(:gt;gl g?mths fr(fm all causes was 11,"720; in 1§Q7 they were 10,0965 in 1873 they werc o fow
58 1000, ang & 1ew over 10,700. The epidemic of 1878 is the last in the city’s history, and the only
severe one in fourteen years. o . ; :
. tn‘le%;;eezaggimgggg ig“i‘;lzh;‘cgge?t epidemic” of 1853, has been steadily and greatly reduced. That visitation
Awaken i 0 1. sity of measures heretofore neglected, and even while the fover was still
<:1.ndemz.c, a sanitary commission was formed with comprehensive instructions and powers to investigate the nature
of th‘e disease, to pronounce upon the adaptability of & sewerage system to the needs of New Orleans, to inquire into
the 1ea'1 value of quarantine, and to recommend rules of general sanitation. ’
eﬁici?zicthz fsi;lverztge ‘scheme not.hmfg came; but in March, 1855, the legislature re-established quarantine, and the
_ y of t at branch of sanitation and the enforcement of health laws have ever since, with little or no
illlliffu};utflnf’ {[mpl;ovgd. The average annual death rate, which in the five years ending with 17855 was 70, fell iu
satistaing e el pilemi f L%, o s e, 200 1t i losod wih 155,
of 1580 under 25 por 1,000, ) sank to A 4. The mortality of 1879 was under 24, and that
grea{.ﬁ lﬁsnf;;egg{ogexizelﬁl%:l:ﬁihﬂ?ﬁ the effect of tl}e great epidemic upon the commerce of New Orleans was
¥ that the whole reduction in its volune, which so promptly followed that calamity,

was due to it alone; yet a caref; : g €
7 - careful search among contempor horities fails
due t ; Poraneous authorities failg to raveal any other caunse |
the coincidence, otherwise, remains unexplained. S P
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In 1853 the aggregate value of exports, imports, and domestic receipts in New Orleans, exceeded $236,000,000.
In 1854 it fell below $213,500,000. In 1855 it slightly recovered, and in 1856 the lost ground was much more than
retalken.

This year marked the beginning of another era of inflation, and the numbers which are being used in these
pages to indicate the amount of the city’s business—Dbut which, it will be noticed, do not include the immense,
unascertained amounts of shipments {nto the interior—rose to the unprecedented total of $271,750,000. Yet the
movement of 1857 cast this in the shade and reached an aggregate of $302,000,000.

In this year, nevertheless, came the crash, a crisis grievously felt throughout the entire country, In New
Orleans 58S mercantile liouses were wrecked before the opening of the next year, and in 1838, 45 others followed.
This result, bad as it was, compared most favorably with that in other cities, New York chronicling 1,321 and
Boston 376 failures. In 1858 another epidemic of fever visited New Orleans, but it was undoubtedly the effect of
the erisis, not of the epidemic—whose commercial results would not be seen until the following year—that the year's
‘total of exports and imports declined in value more than $36,000,000. .

The year 1860 must close this record. Much, even, that belongs to earlier years has already been passed by
almost or quite unmentioned,—the city’s political attitude toward, and relations with, American and Central
Ameriean states, and her internal agitations, the growth and the decline of filibustering schemes which divided
the public attention with the Know-nothing disorders in 1853-'58, the history of her slave system and of -her free
people of color, the gradual though still partial amalgamation of Creole, American, and immigrant, the story of her
world-renowned carnival, and the development of the fierce “abolition” question. This question in its growth,
stifled for o time that love of the American union which had come to be, and is again to-day, & characteristic of all
clagses of her people. In that year New Orleans rose to the proudest commercial exaltation she has ever enjoyed,
and at its close began that sudden and swift descent, which is not the least pathetic episode of our unfortunate
civil war, whose events do not as yet bear cold disecussion. In 1860 the city that one hundred and forty years
before had consisted of ono hundred palmetto-thatched huts in a noisome swamp, counted as the fraction of its
commerce, comprised in ity exports, imports, and domestic receipts, the value of $324,000,000.
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