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AGRICULTURAL DESORIPTIONS

OF THE

COUNTIES OF MISSISSIPPI.

The counties are here grouped under the heads of the several agricultural regions, previously described, to which
each predominantly belongs, or, in some cases, under that to which it is popularly assigned. Each county is
«described as a whole. 'When its territory is covered in part by several adjacent soil regions, its name will be found
under each of the several regional heads in which it is concerned, with a reference to the one under which it is
actually deseribed. In the lists of counties placed at the head of each group the names of those described elsewhere
are marked with an asterisk, (*) and the reference to the head under which these are described will be found in its
place in the order of the list in the text itself. '

The regional groups of counties are placed in the same order as that in which the regional descriptions themselves
are given.
~ The statements of areas of woodland, prairie, etc., refer to the original state of things, irrespective of tilled or
otherwise improved lands. ‘

Appended to the description of each county from which a report or reports have been received is an abstract
of the main points of such reports, so far as they refer to natural features, production, and communication. Those
portions of the reports referring to agricultural and commercial practice have been summarized and placed in a
separate division (Part IIT), following that of county deseriptions. Innaking the abstracts of reports it has been
necessary in most cases to change somewhat the language of the reporter, while preserving the sense. In some
-cases statements palpably incorrect or overdrawn have been altogether omitted, while explanatory words have been
added, placed in parentheses. ‘ '

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION.

This embraces the following counties and parts of counties: Aleorn, Tippah, Prentiss, Union, Lee, Pontotoe,
‘Chickasaw, Monroe, Clay, Oktibbeha, Lowndes, Noxubee, and Kemper.* The counties of Tippah, Union, and
Pontotoc are largely embraced within what is known as the Pontotoc ridge, which is described as a separate region
in the general part of the report.

ALCORN.

Population : 14,272.—White, 9,863 ; colored, 4,409. : : )

Avrea : 400 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 245 square miles; prairie belt, 155 square miles.

Tilled lands : 52,566 acres—Area planted in cotton, 18,863 acres; in corn, 22,689 acres; in oats, 3,358 acres;
in wheat, 1,078 acres. .

Cotton production : 7,477 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.40 bale, 570 pounds seed-cotton, or 190
pounds cotton lint. = - . . . . R

' Aleorn county, formed since the war from portions of Tippah and Tishomingo counties, is traversed almost

centrally by the  prairie belt?”, here averaging about 10 miles in width, while in the rest of its area, east and west
of that belt, sandy, short-leaf pine hills form the prevailing feature. The western pine-hill region belongs to the .
Hatchie valley; the rest of the county is drained by the Tuscumbia and its branches, excepting the heads of creeks
tributary to the Tennessee, on the extreme east. o
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88 COTTON IPRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL

The * prairie belt” here has scarcely any open prairie land, except small ¢ bald” prairies here and there.  The
white limestone, however, underlies it everywhere at no great depth, and materially influences the quality of the
soil, even where it does not produce the black prairie soil. The surface is mostly gently undulating, and is tintbered
with oaks (post, black, Spanish, and black-jack), with more or less hickory, according to the proximity of the
calcareous strata to the surface, and, in the higler ridges, is occasionally mingled with pine, the sabsoil being a
yellow loam, Where the rock lies neaver the surface we have either black or bald prairie or ‘“mahogany? soil, and
gometimes even the “beeswax?” The yellow loam soils predominate more and more as we approach the Tennessce
line, forming near Farmington, and Corinth especially, an excellent farming country. _

The tilled Jands of Alcorn county constitute 20.5 per cent. of the total area. Of these lands 35.9 per cent. is.
given to cotton culture, while about 43 per cent. of the.same is devoted to corn, the latter having an unusually large

proportion for a region possessing such facilities for communication. The cotton acreage per square mile is 47.2,-

and the average product per acre 0.40 bale, showing that the best lands are selected for eotton. .
At Corinth, the county-seat, the Memphis and Charleston and the Mobile and Ohio railroads cross, affording
excellent opportunities for communication. Cotton is shipped by either route as fast ag baled to Mobile or New

Orleans at the rate of $3 per bale.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF W. L. WILLIAMS, RIENZL

The npland is hilly and rolling; the Jowland consists of first and second bottoms of Tuscumbia creel.

The soil is a light, fine sandy loam of a brown color, 4 inches deep; the subsoil is a red clay. This soil is early, well-drained, and
easily tilled, Its natural growth isred, Spanish, black, and post oaks, chestnat, pine, ete. It covers all of this, and extends iuto other-
counties. .

The chief erops are cotton, corn, and oats; but the soil is apparently best adapted to cotton, and three-fifths of the cultivated avea
is planted with the same, The plant grows from 2 to 3 feet high; ia most productive at 2 feet. In wet seasons, or on soila rich in vegetable
matter, it inclines to run to weed ; but potash added to the soil restrains it and favors bolling. The seed-cotton produet per acre of fresl
land is 800 pounds; 1,780 pounds make a 475-pound bale of first-class lint. After two years’ cultivation (unmanured) the produet is1,000
pounds, and the ratio of seed to lint remains the same, One-fourth of such land originally cultivated now lies ‘“turned out”, and when
again cultivated it produces well after the first year, Woeds are numerous. Slopes are seriously injured by washing and gullying, and
the valleys are injured by being covered with sand. No efforts have been made to check these damages. ‘

Cotton is shipped,«as fast as gathered, by rail to Mobile, Memphis and New Orleans, at $3 per bale.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J. M. TAYLOR, M. D., CORINTH.

(‘The region described embraces about 108 square wiles, or T.1, 2, 8, R.7 E.)

The surface of this part of the county is rolling; the ridges between the creeks and branches are light and thin; but in the lowlands.
the soil is rich, black, and loamy. Cotton is cultivated on three classes of land, viz, 1. Gray upland, with sandy branch bottoms. 2. Black
hummock and alluvial bottoms. 3. * Besswax” ridges.

The gray uplands are most extensive, and have a timber growth of red, post, and white oaks, and hickory ; on the bottoms are poplar,
sweet and black gums, walnut, elm, dogwood, cherry, beech, birch, maple, red-bud, sycamore, willow, hazel, sumach, and an undergrowth.
of grape-vines. The soil i3 a fine sandy Joam, 3 or 4 inches deep, merging insensibly into the subsoil, which is 4 pale-red or yellowish
~ clay. 10 to 20 feet thick, the lower part being known as “joint clay”. DBlue marl underlies this clay. The land is early, warm, and:
ill-drained, and produces all the crops. Cotton comprises from one-third to one-half of the tilled land, grows 2 to 5 feet high, and.
yields an average of 800 pounds of seed-cotton per acre both on fresh and old land., Crab-grass is the most troublesome weed. Very
little of the land lies turned out; washes readily on slopes, but does no damage. ’ '

The black or hummock land occurs only in small areas in this region, but southward becomes the prevailing soil of the prairies. Its:
growth is white oak, walnut, red-bud, wild plum, buckeye, and grape-vines, The soil is a heavy loam, black and very tenacious, abouf
3 feet thick, and is diffienlt to till in all seasons when not broken early and in proper cultivation. It is hest adapted to corn, and a less.
proportion is planted in cotton than on the gray lands. Cotton grows from 6 to 7 feet high, and runs to weed when gentle rains fall in
July and August, though restrained by thorongh drainage and barnyard manure. The yield per acre is from 1,000 to 2,000 pounds of
seed-cotton, making one-fourth its weight of middling lint. Deeper plowing renews the soil when ‘‘tired”. Cocklebur and morning-glory
vines are most troublesome, i

The beeswas soil also occurs only in small amonnt, +nd has a growth of post oak, hickory, wild plum, and black-jack. Itis a heavy,.
putty-like clay, orange-red in color, difficult to till, and best adapted to cotton. The amount given to cotton, and the growth and yield:
per acre of cotton, is the same as on the gray Jand. A larger proportion of this land lies turned out, and does not recuperate as quickly
as oither of the other two classes of land.

‘While this region is a little north of the true eotlon belt, and its capacity is not quite equal to lands farther south and west, yot.
the crop is more uniform and reliable, and is less liable to injury from diseases and insect enemies than in the true cotton belt, The average:
yield, therefore, for a series of years will quite equal that of the cotton Dhelt, though the staple may not be quite as high.

TIPPAE.

Papulation : 12,867.—White, 9,802; colored, 3,065. : A

Aren: 450 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 140 square miles; brown-loam table-land, 115 square-
miles; Hatwoods, 165 square miles; red land, 130 square miles; all woodland.:

Tilled lands : 55,092 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 18,758 acres; in corn, 23,388 acres; in oats, 3,814 acres;
in wheat, 3,587 acres.

Cotton production: 7,424 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.40 bale, 570 pounds seed-cotton, or 190-
pounds cotton lint,

In TFippah county three principal features are represented. Tn the central portion we find the continuation of the

Pontotoc ridge, which to the northward narrows down to a mile or two in width, and presents only to a limited extent:

the “red-land ” character. On the west the ridge country passes rather gradually into the post-oak flatwoods, which
also in a measure lose their normal character and become nndulating, and even hilly, in their northern portion. On

.-the east the headwaters of the Hatchie occupy a sandy pine-hill country, rather broken, and with narrow valleys..
an . - :
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_The Tippah flatwoods are, on the whole, less extreme in the character of their soils than those of Pontotoc and
Chickasaw, and settlements are more numerous, the soil being fairly productive in most seasons. - In the overflowed
bottoms, however (as in that of Muddy creek), the soil is excessively heavy, ill-drained, and late for crops.

The Pontotoc ridge lands slope gently down into the flatwoods, and on the slope lie some of the largest bodies of
cotton lands. The ridge lands themselves are less hilly than farther south. ‘Mulatto? soils are prevalent, and the
extreme “red-land” character, as well as that of the intractable “beeswax hummock?”, is less common. Long
spurs of pine ridges occasionally reach into the region from the Hatchie country, where, in the extreme southeastern
corner of the county, some of the highest land in the state forms the divide between the Hatchie, Tallahatchie, and
Pombigbee rivers.

Northward of Ripley the fertile ridge land falls off steeply into the bottom of Muddy creek on the oune hand,
while on the other it slopes off gently into the Hatchie valley. Jonesborough and Ruckersville lie within this
narrow fertile Lelt. ' ‘

Since the war Tippah has become more and more a region of small farms; the negro population has greatly
diminished as compared with the white, and corn has taken precedence of cotton in acreage. The tilled lands of
Tippah amount to 19.1 per cent. of the total area, and 34 per cent., or over one-third of these lands, is given to
cotton culture, while 42.4 per cent. is occupied by corn. The cotton acreage per square mile is 41.7, and the
average product per acre 0.40 bale.

Shipments are chiefly made from Ripley, the county-seat, by a branch of the Mobile and Ohio railroad,
Memphis and Charleston railroad to New Orleans via Memphis, or to Mobile, at $3 per bale. :

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J. A. KIMBROUGH, RIPLEY.

Of the cultivated lands of this connty the low bottoms along the water-courses comprise about one-tenth, the blackish and black
* clay loam upland one-third, and the yellowish-red and malogany, fine sandy and gravelly clay upland forms one-fourth., Cotton and
corn are the chief crops. ‘

Tho bottoms bear a natural growth of beech, ash, hickory, and oak. The soil is a black and blackish, puity-like clay loam, 1 to 3
feet thick. The subsoil is clay, underlaid by rotten limestone at 10 feet. Tillage is difficult in wet seasons. The soil is late, cold, and
ill-drained, is best adapted to cotton, and one-half its area is planted with the same. The plant grows from 5 to 6 feet high, but is most
productive at 5 feot, In moderately wel seasuns it inclines to run to weed, but this may be remedied by planting elosely in rows farther
apart. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is 1,800 pounds; 1,485 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint. The staple from all
fresh lands here rates high. After five years’ cultivation (unmanured) the produet is 1,500 pounds, and 1,425 pounds male a balq of better
lint, Cockleburs are the most tronblesome weeds. Not moxe than one-twentieth of such land lies “turned out”. A rest of one or two
years improves its yield. i

The clay-loam upland extends beyond the county limits. Its natural growth isnearlyall oak. Its soilis6to12inchesdeep, andrests
upon yellowish elay, which is underlaid by rock at 10 to 20 feet. The soil is early, warm, easily tilled, but ill-drained. Two-thirds of it
is planted with cotton. The plant grows from 3 to 3} feet high, the latter being most productive. It rarely runs to weed; if so, in very
wet seasons it may be checked by topping. The seed-cotton produet per acre of fresh land is from 800 to 1,000 pounds; 1,425 pounds
make a 476-pound bale of lint. Aftespfive years’ enltivation (unmanured) the product is from 600 to 800 pounds, and 1,485 pounds then
mako o bale of lint differing but lttle from that of fresh land. The Spanish needle is the most troublesome weed, One-tenth of such
land lies “turned out”, and produces only tolerably when again cultivated,

The red-clay soil also extends beyond the county limits, and bears a natural growth of short onks. Its soil is 6 inches deep, and
rests upon a heavier, tenacions, and impervious clay, containing flinty, white, angular pebbles, underlaid by gravel and rock at 4 to
10 feet. The seil is late, cold, ill-drained, easily tilled in ﬂry 'seasons, and one-tenth of its area is planted with cotton. Thoe plant
usnally grows 18 to 24 inches high, but is most productive at 24, and never runs to weed. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land
is 600 pounds ; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint. Six years’ cultivation (unmanured) reduces the yield to one-half, and 1,545
pounds then make a hale of inferior lint, !

Rag-weed is the most troublesome., Omne-half of such cultivated land lies ¢ turned out”, and not much has ever been tried again.
Slopes anywhere on the uplands wash and gully readily, and are thus seriously damaged. Some injury is also done the valleys by the
washings, and to check the damage hiliside ditching has been practiced with moderate success.

Cotton is shipped from tho 1st of November to the last of Decermber, by rail fo Memphis and New Orleans, at§3 per bale;

PRENTISS,

Population: 12,158.—White, 9,737; colored, 2,421. * ) .

Area ; 410 square miles.—Woodland, all shert-leaf pine and oak uplands, 290 square miles; prairie belt, 120
8square miles. .

Tilled lands : 59,738 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 18,610 acres; in corn, 23,018 acres; in oats, 3,806 acres;
in wheat, 993 acres.

Cotton production: 7,207 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.39 bale, 555 pounds seed-cotton, or 185
pounds cotton lint. ) :

Prentiss county is divided by the Mobile and Ohio railroad into two unequal parts, the western and smaller one
forming part of the ¢ prairie belt”, here generally known as the “white lime country” (excepting a small area in
the northwest corner of the connty belonging to. the ¢ Hatchie hills”). The portion lying east of the railroad,
embracing the extreme heads of the Tuscumbia at the north and of the Tombigbee at the south, is, on the whole, a
region of sandy pine hills, but with ‘many wide and fertile bottoms and undulating tracts of loam uplands,
particularly in its‘southern part, on Big and Little Brown’s creeks, where excellent erops are made. _ ‘

In the * white lime country” we find large tracts of black prairie soil, especially along the streams, mostly,
however, timbered with oak and hickory, with which the honey-locust, niulberry, wild plum, sycamore, ash, black
swvalnut, and tulip tree, or poplar, mingle the more the nearer the limestone is to the surtace. ~Carrollville and
Blackland are centers of *black prairic” tracts; Booneville, the county-seat, lies on the edge of the hills on the

railroad, 201

T
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ite li i i i ] ia river i rthern part, and of Twenty-
The streams of the “white lime region” (tributaries of the Tuscumbia river in the nort ‘ , and of A
mile créek and the Tombigbee river in the southern) mostly hlelad w1ph1:1n it, and, not being fed by springs, mostly
in summer. The water supply is derived from deep wells or cisterns. _ _

8 d”%itlzn’riqllllél&llmljds of Prentiss cglll)n%y amount to 22.8 of the total area, and 31.2 per cent. of such lands is ()50111)1e(1
by cotton culture, while 38.5 per cent. is given to corn. The average cotton acreage per square mile is 45.4, u"nd
he average product per acre 0.39 bale. o ] ) )
the lS‘hilplfx’mx{)t:s are mlade by the Mobile and Obio railroad mostly to Mobile direct, or via Memphis to New Orleans,

at the rate of 3 75 per bale.
ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF B. B. BOONE, BOONEVILLE,

Last of the Mobile and Ohio railroad the lands are rolling and covered by sandy loam chiefly, with somoe patches of black prairvie on
the western edge,  'West of the railroad arve the gray and black hummock lands, and along .the atruams. are rich bottoms:.

The prairie soil is a blackish and black, clayey loam, 18 inches deep, and covers one-eighth of this cou‘nty, uxten‘dmg south to near
the middle of the state and north to the state line. The subsoil is a heavy, ssiff clay, retentive of -mo1sture, wh'lch Dbakes havd on
exposure if wet, but on continued exposure to freezes and air crumbles and is easily worked, It contams. shells entire or dccompuset.l,
and is underlaid at from 3 to 10 feet by hard blue clay. The soil is early when well-drained, and is easily tilled, except when too wet; i
is then too sticky, and weeds grow too rapidly. Of field erops, this soil is best adapted to cotton, the same being depended upon as the
only source of cash returns, One-half the eultivated portion of this soil (also of the other uplands) is planted with cotton. Th_e plant
grows from 3 to 5 fect high, the medium being wmost productive. An abundanee of animal and vegetable matter in the soil inch{ms‘ the
plant to run to weed; the remedy consists in the free use of mineral fertilizers. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is from
800 to 1,200 pounds in good seasons; 1,425 pounds (from any soil in this region) make a 475-pound bale of good middling lint. After
two or three years' cultivation (unmanured) production gradually decreases until it ceases to be profitable. The ratio of seed to lint nnd
quality of stuple ave about the same as on fresh land. The same is true of the other soils Liere. All upland slopes wash fod gnlly
readily, und are thuy seriously damaged. The washings seriously injure narrow valleys, but improve broad valleys. Only a fow
attempts have been made to check these damages, only with partial suceess, owing chiefly to imperfect execution of the worlk,

The timbered land surrounding these prairies bears a natural growth of mest of the oaks, hickory, sycamore, ash, poplar, walunt,
vhestnut, pine, eln, gum, mulberry, persimmon, maple, catalpa, ete,, and a great variety of nndergrowth,

The creek bottoms occupy about one-ifticth of the county area, and bear a natural growth of various oaks, walnut, hickory,
chestnut, poplar, cottonwood, ¢te. The character of this land apphies to all ereck bottoms coextensive with the DPraivies just deseribed.
The soil is a black, alluvial clay loam, £ to 6 feet deep, contains hard ¢ black gravel” in many places, and is underlaid by blue rock at
15 feet.  Tillage is difficult in wet, but rather easy in dry seasons. The soil is late, is cold and ill-drained, and is best adapted to corn,
but in dry seasons produces the hest cotton crops. One-third of its cultivated area is planted in cotton. Tho plant grows from 4 o 5
teet hiigh, but is most productive at 4 feet. It inclines to run to weed on this and the soil next described in wet seasons and when deoply
cultivated, Shallow eultivation is the best remedy.

The seed-eotton produet per acre of fresh land is 1,060 pounds. = This land deteriorates but little even aftor many years' cultivation
{unmanured).  Crab-grass and morning-glories are the most troublesome weeds,

The gray und black sandy lands oecupy about two-thivds of this region, and are common overthe state, Their natural growth is
ouks, hickory, pine, and chestnnt in the uplands, and maple, poplar, walnut, ete., in the bogtoms, ﬁc soil varies from a fine sandy lonm
to a clay loam, and averages 10 inches deep. The heavier subsoil is a mulatto-colored clay, cuusidembly mixed with sand, and sometimes
containing “black gravel”. Tt is underlaid by sand or Dlne clay ab 15 to 20 feet. The goil is easily tilled, is early, warm, and ill-drained,
and is best udapted to cotton, The plant grows from 3 to 4 feet high, and the seed-cotiton product per acre of fresh land is 800 pounds,
After fony years’ cultivation { unmanured) the product is 500 pounds, Crab-grass is the most troublesome Weed. One-twontioth of sueh
cultivated lund lies “{urned ont”; when again cultivated it produees poorly, unless fertilized,

This location is neur the northern limit of the cotton belt. The cotton crop suffers mueh from backward springs, does mot start up
vigorously, and is linble to be seriously affected by early frosts. Our northern location excmpts us from the ravages of jnsects, and
generally gives us o healthy plant, which in a great measure connteracts the disadvantages of the cold weather,

UNION.

Population: 13,030.—White, 9,932 ; colored, 3,098,
~ drea: 360 square miles,—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 55 square miles; prairie belt, 40 square miles:
flatwoods, 95 square miles; red land, 170 square miles; all woodland. ’

Tilled lands : 56,999 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 21,255 acres; in corn, 25,834 acres ; in oats, 2,695 acres ;
in wheat, 2,426 acres. ' : ! 7 ’

Cotton production: 8,259 bales ; average cotton product per acre, 0.39 bale, 555 pounds seed-cotton, or 185
pounds eotton lint. ' ’

The agricultural features of Union county are very similar to those of Pontotoe, of which the southern half

/as originally a part. The Pontotoe ridge and the post-oak flatwoods form the two main features, occupying the

middle of the county. A tract of sandy, short-leaf pine hills covers the extreme western portim’1 while 01.t1, the
east of the l’ontqtac ridge there is a steep descent into the level black prairie country around El’listown. The
Tallahatchie and its tributaries drain almost the whole of the county, and have running water throughout the year.

A peculiar feature of the Pontotoc ridge lands oceurs northeast of New Albany, the county-seat, viz, of a
tract of ridge lands of most unpromising aspect at first sight, yet accounted among the most fertile uplm?lds (;f the
state, popularly designated the “ Buncombes”. The soil is deeply tinted with iron, light and loamy, and is filled
with smooth toncretionary pebbles of brown iron ore from the size of a pea to that of a fist 1‘end’ering tillag_;;"*
somewhat troublesome, but nevertheless very remunerative. It may be considered as land t’;horoughly meu"lé({
by the undprlylpg strata of sandy marls and limestones rich i greensand grains, and kept so by the éontinuét]
dlsmtggmtmu of these materials and their admixture with the tilled soils. Ttisa good example of what can be
done for most of the lands throughout the ridge by a free use of the marls by whiclk it is underlaid o

.. The bottoms of the Tallahatchie and of tributary streams arve very fertile. The former howex;er are largely

liable to overflows, and hience are not very. extensively cultivated as yet. The second bo’ttoms, or’ hllmlll()?.‘ l:g,

are preferred fi ety, ¢ ; roductive. Thev are ti i ; ;
andII)) aplant or safety, and are almost equally productive. They are timbered chiefly with oalks, hickory, walnnt,

292
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The tilled lands of Union county amount to 24.7 per cent. of the total area, and of these lands somewhat over
one-third (37.3 per cent.) is given to cotton culture and a considerably larger proportion (over 45 per cent.) to corn.
The average cotton acreage per square mile is 59, and the average produnct per acre (.39 bale—a remarkably
good showing for an upland county, which places it alongside of Marshall and Prentiss counties.

Communication is mainly with the Mobile and Ohio railroad, from the several stations of which (especially
Baldwin) cotton is shipped, usually as fast as ginned, to Mobile, at the rate of $4 25 per bale. The flatwoods being
almost impassable for teams in winter, cotton is hauled westward to the New Orleans and Chicago railroad only
from the country lying west of the flatwoods belt.

LEE.

Population : 20,470.—White, 12,6566 ; colored, 7,814,

Area : 540 square miles.—Oak uplands, 35 square miles; prairie lands, 405 square miles; red land, 10 square
miles; all woodland.

Tilled lands : 101,822 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 38,578 acres; in corn, 36,073 acres; in oats, 4,676 acres;
in wheat, 1,400 acres.

Cotion production : 14,406 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.37 bale, 528 pounds seed-cotton, or 176
pounds cotton lint.

Lee county lies wholly within the prairie belt, the chief exception being a small area in the northeast corner,
where undnlating oak uplands, with a sandy loam soil, form a gradual transition toward the prajrie belt proper.
The latter is maiuly drained by Old Town creek and its branches, of which the Coonewal and Chirrapa are the
chief, and, heading in the Pontotoc ridge, carry more or less water throughout the year.

Of the tilled area of this county (29.5 per cent.) but little was originally open prairie, interspersed in small
Dhodies among the woodlands. Among these the ¢ Chickasaw old fields” were the most notable. This tract, about
8 miles long by 2 wide, lies between Coonewah and Old Towu creeks, west of Tupelo and Verona stations, and
consists partly of black and partly of “Dbald” prairie, the soil on the latter being often so thin as to expose the white
rock. Clumps of crab-apple and pluin are their only growth, South of Chiwapa creek also small bodies of similar
prairies exist.

The bottoms of the crecks, as well as the adjacent uplands, are also largely oceupied by black praivie soil, the
former heavily timbered, the latter more or less sparsely so, with an oak and hickory growth varying in character,
as in approaching the low dividing ridges we meet the ¢“Dblack-jack” prairie and sometimes a lighter loam soil on the
summits. ‘

Lee county is well settled, and although long and exhaustively cultivated the predominance of the black
praivie soil leaves its product per acre (0.37 bale) the highest of the prairie counties proper. Of the tilled area 37.9
per cent. is givento cotton culture and nearly an equal area to corn. The average cotton acreage per square mile is 71.4.

The Mobile and Ohio railroad traverses the county centrally from north fo south, and its numerous stations
afford ample facilities for shipments, which are mostly made to Mobile as fast as the cotton is ginned.

ABRTRACT OF THE REPORT OF H. L, HOLLAND, GUNTOWN, LEE COUNTY.

(Refors to a portion of the Dlack prairie region 10 miles north and south of Sec. 85, T. 6, R. 5 B.)

"The best soil for cotton id that of the old hottoms and second bhottoms of crecks. Theso cover one-third of this region, and Lave a
natural growth of white, red, black, and Spanish oalks, white and black walunt, hickory, ash, poplar, elm, dogwood, red-bud, cucumber,
sassalras, syeamore, gums, beech, holly, ironwood, and grapes in abundance, .

The soil is a Llackish sandy loam, 12 to 36 inches thick in DLottoms ard 8 to 10 in second bottoms, The subseil is a deep yellow or
pale ved clay, nnderlaid by marl at 8 to 10 feet. The soil is moderately early and warm when well drained, is easily tilled, and is well
adapted to cotton, corn, and potatoes, These, with wheat and oats, are the chief crops of this region. Cotton oceupies one-third of the
cultivated part of this soil, and grows from 4 to 8 feet high, but is most productive at 4 feect. "Wet seasons and deep culinre incline it to
run to weed; heavy manuring is the remedy. : :

The seed-cotton product per acro of fresh land varies from 1,000 to 1,500 pounds; 1,425 pounds make & 475-pound bale of fair lint.
After twenty years’ cultivation (unmanured) the produet varies from 800 to 1,000 pounds, the ratio of seed to lint and quality being about
the same, Cocklebur and smartweed are most troublesome weeds,

Another third of this region, designated as hillside land, is coextensive with the bottoms, and bears a naturval growth of white, red,
black, and Spanish oaks, elm, red-bud, mulberry, wild cherry, poplar, grape, brier, bramble, ete, The soil varies from fine sandy to clayey
loam, is davk gray in color, and is from 3 to 8 inches thick. The subsoil is like that of the bottoms, but the underlying marl is 4 or 5 feet
deeper. This soil i3 moderately early and warm when well drained, is easily tilled, and is best adapted to cotton and wheat, cotton
ocenpying two-thirds of its cultivated portion. The plant attains a height of from 2 to 4 feet, but is most productive at 4 feet. Ifinclines
to run to weed in wet seasons, but this can be remedied by topping and heavy manuring.

The seed-cotton product per acre of {resh land varies from 500 to 700 pounds, bub twenty years’ cultivation (unmanured) reduces the
yield from 200 to 400 pounds. The ratio of seed to lint and quality of the staple are about as on the bottoms. About half of such
originally eultivated land has been * turned out” and not again cultivated. The mosh troublesome weeds are crab-grass and hog-weed.

The remaining third of the region is designated poor beeswax ridge land, It is coextensive with the other kinds, and bears 2 natural
growth of Dlack-jack, some post and black oaks, hickory, and huckleberry. The soil is a beeswaxy or putty-like yellow clay’; the
similar sulsoil is heavier, oceasionally contains sand-rock, and is underlaid by sand, gravel, and marl at 20 fo 25 feet. Tillageis very
diffienlt, and the soil is best adapted to growing sedge-grass and sheep pasturage. Cotton is rarely planted on it. Cotton will grow 10 to
20 inches high, and produee from 100 to 300 pounds of seed-cotton per acre on fresh land, and none after twenty years’ cultivation without
manure. The ratio of seed to lint and quality are as on the other lands, All of such originally cultivated land now lies ‘¢ turned out”.

Slopes readily wash, and in a fow cases are seriously damaged; the valleys also are to a small extent damaged by the washings. To
check this a little 'hillside ditehing has been dome, generally inefficient, but it is successful when ell done. In web seasons cotton
grows too tall, and, in consequence of Juxurious foliage, does not open well.  Cotton is shipped, as fast as ready, by rail to Mobile, at §4 26

er bhale.
J 203
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PONTOTOC.

Population: 13,859.—White, 9,609 ; colored, 4,249.

Area: 530 square miles—Woodland, all ; short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 80 square miles; prairie belf, 15
square miles; flatwoods, 230 square miles; red land, 205 square miles. . .

. Tilled lands : 72,848 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 21,448 acres; in. corn, 26,588 acres; in oats, 2,169 acres;
in wheat, 2,751 acres. .

Cotton production: 8,085 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.38 bale, 543 pounds seed.-cotton, or 181
pounds cotfon lint. |

The two prominent agricultural features of Pontotoc county are the Pontotoc ridge (see p. 17), which, with
a little Llack prairie, occupies the eastern half of the county, and the post-oalk flatwoods (see p. 20), which, with a
narrow strip of the adjacent uplands, oceupies the western half.

The flatwoods are here at their maximam width of 10 miles, and are very characteristically developed, both as
to the feature of the light, silty, whitish soil and that derived from the heavy flatwoods clay. Although settled to
some extent by small farmers, and in favorable seasons yielding fair crops, especially near the foot of the ridge,
the flatwoods contribute but little to the cotton production of the county, The cotton acreage shown by the returns
may therefore he considered as belonging almost entively to the eastern half of the county, the generous soils of
the ridge showing their quality by the relatively high product per acre of nearly four-tenths of a bale. Considering
that the Pontotoc ridge is one of the oldest settled regions of northern Mississippi, the fact that in this county, as
well as in those of Union and Tippal, the average product per acre is higher than in the black prairie counties is
quite remarkable. This is partly, no doubt, attributable to the prevalence of mixed farming, as shown in the large
acreage of corn and other cereals, while in the prairie counties the cotton acreage mostly exceeds that of all the
cereals combined.

The Pontotoe ridge is, properly speaking, a broad belt of rolling or hilly timbered uplands, to which there is
a gradual ascent from the flatwoods on the west, while on the east there is quite an abrupt descent into the level
prairie country. The subsoil is prevalently an orange-colored or “red” loam, mostly light enough to be easily
tilled, ravely sandy, but in all eases thrifty (“red lands?”), passing, on the one haund, iiito a pale-yellow, silty subsoil
(somewhat resembling that of the ridges separating that of the black prairies), which occasionally oceupies level
upland tracts, and on the other through the *“mahogany?” or “mulatto” soils (generally lying on the slopes of ridges,
and esteemed the Dest of all) into a true black prairie soil, or the heavy, intractable, greenish-yellow elay of the
“Deeswax hummocks”. The whole country is underlaidl by strata of sandy shell marls and limestones, to whose
presence the thriftiness of the land is doubtless due, and the use of which on ¢ tired?” land is always followed by
the best results. ‘

The timber is a fine growth of oaks, black, Spanish, post, and, on the heavier soils, black-jack, with much
hickory, and on the best lands black walnut, a tree not common elsewhere in the state; also, a good deal of tulip
tree, or ¢ poplar”; especially in the valleys. On the inferior soils the scarlet oalk is common. : §

The tilled lands of the county amount to 21.5 per cent. of the area. Of these lands, 29.4 per cent. is given to
cotton and 36.5 fo corn. The cotton acreage per square mile is 40.5, and the average product per acre is 38, being
somewhat below Tippah and Union counties.

Communication is ehiefly with stations en the Mobile and Ohio_ railroad, the flatwoods being impassable for
teams during the winter months, when cotton is commonly shipped, chiefly to Mobile, at the rate of 84 per bale.

CABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF R, 0. CALLAWAY, ALGOMA.

The east side of the county is hummock land; the west side Is clayey land, and is the best for cotton. TIts natural growth is oak,
pine, gum, bickory, ¢fe. The soil is quite various in color and constitution, and is from 2 to 4 inches deep to change of color. It is
underlaid by sand, gravel, and rock at 1 to 10 feet, and is ill-drained, difficult totill when wet, but casy when dry. The chief crops of this
region are corn, cotton, and potatoes. The soil is equally well adapted to all, but one-half its cultivated area is planted in cotton. The
plant attaios a height of from 2 to 3 feet, and inclines to run to weed in weft weather, which is .remedied by topping. The seed-cotton
preduct per acre of fresh land varies from 600 to 1,000 pounds; 1,600 pounds make a 475-pound bale of good lint. 0ld land produces from
400 to 800 pounds; the staple is then a little shorter. Hog-weed and erab-grass are most troublesome,

Slopes are seriously damaged by washing and gullying, and the valleys are injured to the extent of 10 per cent. by the washings.
To check these horizontalizing and hillside ditching have been successfully practiced.

CHICKABAW.

Population : 17,905.—White, 7,696 ; colored, 10,209,

Area : 500 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 30 square miles; prairie belt, 215 square miles;
flatwoods, 180 square miles; red land, 75 square miles; all woodland. ,

Tilled lands : 97,233 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 38,477 acres; in corn, 34,258 acres; in oats, 8,735 acres;
in wheat, 1,415 acres,. . '

Cotton production : 12,861 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.33 bale, 471 pounds seed-cotton, or 157
pounds cotton lint. ‘

Chickasaw county is quite varied in the character of its surface and soils, Its eastern portion, embracing
about two-fifths of its area and traversed by Suckatonche and Houlka creeks, lies within the prairie belt, and was
originally spotted with numerous bodies of open prairie, separated by low woodland ridges. The lower slopes of
these, as well as the bottoms of the streams, have almost the same soil as the prairies. Somewhat higher up lies the
“ mulatto” or yellow “black-jack prairie”, of varying width, timbered with short, sturdy black-jack and post oaks ;
then on the plateaus or ridge tops a pale grayish soil, underlaid by a silty loam subsoil and of inferior quality,

timheggid with a somewbhat scrubby growth of scarlet, post, and Spanish oaks, with some black-jack. The prairie
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country is well settled, but much land has been thrown out of cultivation on account of exhaustion by improvident
culture. As in the ofher prairie counties, the average product per acre has fallen from 1,200 to less than 500
pounds of seed-cotton per acre. The region around Okalona has, in times past, been especially noted for its high
production of high-grade cotton, and there can be no doubt that this state of things can easily be restored.

Northward of Houston there reaches into, the county the southern extremity of the Pontotoe ridge, with an
average width of about 6 miles, forming a wedge between the prairie country on the east and the flatwoods belt
on the west. The red loam soils of these somewhat broken lands are highly productive. They are timbered with
a good growth of oaks, hickories, ete., mixed with black walnut and tulip tree (‘ poplar ), and produce excellent
cotton,

The Pontotoc ridge flattens out and loses its peculiar character near Houston; but a belt of rolling oak uplands
continues southeastward, and rises into a high ridge, sandy on its western slope, in the northwestern part of Clay.

The extreme western portion of the county is formed by the flatwoods belt, here 6 to 7 miles in width and of
the msual character in its northern portion, where both the heavy and the light silty soils occur (see regional
-description, p. 21), and which is but very little settled. In the southern portion of the belt the peculiar soils of
the ¢ white-oak flatwoods” are quite extensively represented (see p. 23), and cultivation is more suceessful. The
level region near Sparta forms a transition between the flatwoods proper and the wooded prairie conntry, which is
more prominent in Clay and Oktibbeha. , ;

The tilled lands of Chickasaw constitute 30.4 per cent. of the total area. Of these lands, 39.6 per cent. are given
to cotton eulture and abont 85 per cent. to corn. The average cotton acreage per square mile is 77, and the
average produet per acre 0.33 bale, as in Monroe and Olktibbeha.

Cotton is shipped from Okalona, Egypt, and other stations on the Mobile and Ohio railroad, chiefly to Mobile

MONROE.

Population : 28,563.—White, 10,551; colored, 18,002, . :
Area : 790 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 525 sqnare miles; prairie belt, 265 square miles.
Tilled lamds: 155,808 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 71,402 acres; in corn, 53,431 acres; in oats, 7,278 acres;
in wheat, 4,114 acres, .
- Cotton production : 23,830 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.33 hale, 471 pounds seed-cotton; or 157
pounds cotton lint. .
»  Monroe county is divided by the Tombigbee river, which traverses it from north to south, into two unequal
portions, of which the eastern one, a region of sandy uplands, timbered with short-leaf pine and oaks, has about
twice the area of the western portion. The latter, however, possesses by far the richer soils, and the bulk of the
population as well as of cotton production. A large proportion of its area (probably over one-third) was originally
treeless (or almost treeless) black prairie, forming a belt from 8 to 5 miles wide, trending a little east of south,
bordered by tracts bearing a timber growth of oaks and hickory and soils partly like-that of the prairvie itself, partly
of a “mulatto” or yellow tint and much less thrifty, but still of such qunality that nearly the whole of this western
divigion is, or has been, under cultivation for many years, and has been claimed as being the best upland cotton
region of the eastern part of the state. The fact shown by the returns that the present average production per
acre is only one-third of a bule is due to long-continued exhaustive cultivation, whereby the product has fallen
from about 1,300 pounds of seed-cotton to less than 500; yetthe soil is so rieh naturally, and so deep, that with

better methods of culture the original productiveness can undoubtedly be restored in this as in the rest of the

prairie conntry. The black praivie belt is traversed almost centrally by the Mobile and Obio railroad.

The Tombigbee river is bordered on the east throughout the county by a flat varying from 4 to 6 miles in width,
of which the portion nearest the river has the character of a bottom, is more or less Hable to overflow, and bears a
heavy growth of timber, indicative of a rich soil, while the inland portion, especially in the northern part, is
timbered with upland oaks, with a large admixture of bottom pine. The soil is gray, the subsoil & pale yellow silty
loam, and is fairly productive of both cotton and corn. Water is found 15 to 18 feet beneath the surface, and is
brought up by sweeps. This country is as yet but little settled, partly, it is said, on account of tnhealthfulness,
due perhiaps to the quality of the water. This could doubtless be obviated by the nse of artesian wells.

Eastward of the flat the country rises into a sandy hill region, partly of the usual character of the ¢ short-
leaf pine hills”, but also (as near Athens and on the dividing ridge between the Buttahatchie and Tombigbee
generally) in part of a platean character, with a good loam subsoil timbered with oak and hickory, and forming a
fine npland farming country. The botfoms of the streams (Buttahatchie and Sipsie) are wide and fertile, and, with
their tributaries, possess a large area of good valley land.

The tilled lands of Monroe county constitute 30.8 per cent. of the county area, and 45.8 per cent. of these lands
is given to cotton culture, against 34.2 devoted to corn. The average cotton acreage per square mile is 80.4, and
the average product per acre 0.33 bale.

Cotton is hauled from all parts of the county to the Mobile and Ohio railroad for shipment, chiefly to Aberdeen,
which is also the head of navigation on the Tombigbee, though steamers now rarely ascend beyond Columbus.

OLAY.

Population : 17,367 —White, 5;255; colored, 12,112, )

Area: 400 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 15 square miles; prairie belt, 320 square miles;
flatwoods, 65 square miles. )

Tilled lands: 81,441 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 41,656 acres; in corn, 26,295 acres; in oats, 3,117 acres;

in wheat, 431 acres. , =
Ootton production: 13,137 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.32 bale, 456 pounds seed-cotton, or 152

pounds cotton lint. ‘ ) . ‘ . o
Clay is essentially a prairie county, althouglh only a.small portion of its area was originally open prairie, viz,

one body northward of Palo Alto, on Houlka creek, and two in the eastern portion of the county, nox;h and
: 295
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i i ever, has almost the same black soil as the
heast of West Point. A large proportion of the woodland, however, has‘_m ( ack Soll ; )
gg;itgg?segr?ecially near the streams, and has long beexll cles’t %(11 a{ld_ p1‘1lt into (}ultllgé;iili(l)llg ) Igaul;ﬁlgilillbg&?l £?& L:gim ?3 1(1);:
he rolling uplands, however, we find, first, the “mulatto” blackjac prairie skirt 3 the L oil, and ¢
gﬁzlg?i]g;n%f %he rid,ges the pa’le, silty ioam,’of inferior fertility, and bearing a rather indifferent growth of post,
ish, searlet, and some black-jack oaks. . o o
Spanb]l;zﬁcof ro’lling oak upland';, rising in the flatwoods northwest of Houston,AthLalscu.\ cognty, Iz_md 11}1111111‘1111%‘
then::e southeastward, rises into a high sandy ridge in the northwestern border of the couni»y. _L‘lm? ridge (2 b‘.On‘
steeply on the east, showing outeropping white limestone, but gradually flattens out to the southwar d, terminating
in the fork of the Suckatonche and the Tibbee. ) ) N . i
" th;“ in&t«he ather 11r:1irie counties, the rich soils have been depleted by 1.n111{r0v1dent cliopﬁmg, without returns or
rotation ; but their restoration, by a suitable rational system ot_ culture, will he an easy task. . L
10tth]n]it,s extreme western [)O’I'ti()ll the county embraces a strip of the flatwoods Dbelt from 4 to 6_11}11(:8 wide, ;m(}’
of the usual charaeter as given in the regional description, passing rather gradually from the \x_rllltlsl.} cllayﬁsml_ of!
the flatwoods to the black or yellow “prairie” soil, which is timbered with nearly the same kind of praeb !\2’11‘:11
the exception of the pine), but of larger size and different. typel, sturdy zlmd dense-topped, instead of lank and
sparsely branehed, and associated more or less with the plum and crab-apple. ) e
v '.hl‘h?e tilled hm(?ls of Clay county amount to 31.8 per cent. of the total area, and 51.1 per eent. of these Lm\d;s is
devoted to cotton eulture, against 32.3 given to corn, a proportion of three to two. T‘he average oothon_ ALTRAZO
per square mile is 104.1, placing the county fifth (De Soto, Lowndes, Noxubee, and Tate taking precedeunce) in
the state in thisrespect. The average cotton product per acre, however, is only 0.32 bale, the same as Newton aud
Neshoba counties, ) _ N o
Cotton is shipped, as fast as baled, from Muldoon, West Poiut, Tibbee, and other stations to Mobile.

OKTIBBEHA.

Population : 15,978.—White, 5,109; colored, 10,869. o , .

Arew : 430 square miles,—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 40 squarve miles; praivie belt, 190 square miles;
flatwomds, 200 square miles, ‘ ' X

Lelted lands : 65,363 acres.—Avea planted in cotton, 20,679 acres; in corn, 25,251 acves; in oats, 3,288 acres;
in wheut, 1,088 acres. , ‘

« Cotton production : 9,929 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.33 bale, 471 pounds seed-cotton, or 157
pounds cotton lint.

Oktibbeha county embraces three well-defined agricultural features. Its eastern portion (somowhat less than
half of the total area) belongs to the prairie region, and is quite similar to the adjacent portions of Lowndes and
Clay. Prairie tracts, interspersed with oak woodlands, of which some have the black prairic soil also, while others
have either the less thrifty “post-oak prairie” soil, or, less frequently, the pale-yellow upland loam, are timbered with
Dpost, Spanish, scarlet, and other oaks, rather undersizeq, To the westward the level or gently nundulating woodlands
pass rather inseusibly, in most cases, into the level post-oak Hatwoods belt, which traverses the connty in a
southeastern direction from its northwestern corner with a width varying from 8 to 10 miles, The flatwoods hiere do-
not differ materially from the more northern portion of the belt and are little settied. Trim Cane creek drains the
northern part, while the Noxubee and its various branches traverse the southern portion of the county, crogsiung
both the flatwoods and the prairie region. In the southwestern corner the county embraces a small aren of sandy hill
Iands, timbered with short-leaf pine and oaks. The streams heading jn this region (like the Noxubee river itsoll)
waintain a flow of water during the Summer ; those heading within the flatwoods or the praivie region are usually
dry during the summer months,

The tilled lands of Oktibbeha county amount to 23.8 per cent. of the total area, Of these lands 45.4 per cent. is
given to cotton and 38.6 to corn culture, showing an advantage in this regard over the neighboring county of
Noxubee, The average cotton acreage per square mile is 69, and the average cotton product per acre 0.33 bale,
about one-tenth higher than Noxubee, - :

. Starkville, the county-seat (where the state agrieultural college is loeated), is conneeted by a branch road
with the Mobile and Ohio railroad at Artesia station, and cotton is shipped by rail to Mobile. The cotton product
of the county is derived almost entirely from the prairie belt.

LOWNDES.

Population : 28,244.—White, 5,588 ; colored, 22,656, :
Afsa s 500 squz‘tre'm‘xles.——Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 220 ,square miles; prairie belt, 280 square miles.
. Tilled lands : 126,312 acres.—Ares planted in cotton, 64,670 acres; in corn, 49,855 acres ; in oats, 3,784 acres :
in Wléeat, 1,618 acres, ' T ’
otion production : 21,886 bales; average cotton roduct per acre, 0.3¢ bale, 486 ved-¢ > 162
Domiﬁs cotton lint, ’ * & product p ) e, 486 pounds seed-cotton, or 162
owndes county is naturally subdivided into two strongly contrasted portions : the southern, characteri
o is 1 A ] - : sharacterized
by tracts of black prairie, interspersed with more or less rolling oak uplands, and the northern, (east of %he Tombigheo
nverz,_ th({h is hllly and sandy, and is timbered with oaks, intermingled with short-leaf pine. The riveris skirted on
the west by @ narrow belt of hilly country, sometimes abutting on the stream in abrupt bluffs, back of which lies the
pr:‘ume tountry proper, while on the east side there is a flat six or seven miles wide, of which only the portion
neare&gt the river is subject to overfiow and traversed by sloughs, the greater bart being above high water, with o,
grgdudl‘ascel{t toward the base of the pine hills. This eastern portion is rather thinly settled. the bulk of the
popul'}txt(in, zllst;vell a8 gfbc]ottc;u cultivation, bein g found in the prairie country, i »
1¢ latter probably abont one-third or less was originully treeless ar very sparsely timbered black praivi
. ! Dably : irie
with z;gg(avy, “waxy” soil several feet in depth, Between the Dbrairie tracts orl be’ltsyt-here lie (generahy ata

[
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somewhat higher level, plateaun-like) slightly rolling lands, timbered more or less with post, Spauish, black-jack, and

" sometimes black oaks and hickory, the soil béing a clay or clay loam, varying from black to ¢ mulatto” or mahogany
tint, with yellow subsoil. This “post-oak land” i3 less productive and durable than the black prairie proper, but is
much superior to the light loamy or silty ridges separating the prairies of Chickasaw, and is extensively cultivated
in cotton. Considering the excellent quality of the lands chiefly cultivated, the low average per acre given by the
enumeration is to be explained by the long practice of exhaustive culture without rotation or return to the soil,
Lowndes being among the regions longest settled in the state. 'With rational culture, however, these prairie soils
can probably be readily restored te their original produstiveness,

The bottoms of the streams are narrow, and the soil, usually somewhat lighter than that of the prairie proper, is
very productive in good seasons. All the streams heading within the prairie region go dry during the summer, and
the water supply is dependent upon bored wells, from which it frequently rises above the surface, the depths varying
from 250 to 400 feet. _ .

Rast of the river, and northward of Columbus, cotton culture is not very extensive. The soil of the river flat
is better adapted to sweet potatoes and grain than to cotton, being rather light, and is underlaid by gravel at 4
to 8 feet and timbered largely with water and willow oak, with occasionally some short-leaf pine. Water is found
at 18 to 20 feet, and sweeps are largely used. In the hilly country the soil of the uplands is rather thin and sandy,
and the valleys ave chiefly cultivated by small farmers. :

The tilled lands of Lowndes amount to 39.5 per cent. of the county area. Of these lands 51.2 per cent. is devoted
to cotton culture, against 34 per cent. given to corn. The average cotton acreage Der square mile is 129.3, placing
it second in the state to De Soto. Theaverage produet per acre is, however, only 0.34 hale, against 0.47 in De Soto.
Originally the product of the prairvie country was the higher of the two.

Cotton is usually shipped as soon as baled from Columbus and the several stations of the Mobile and Ohio
railroad to Mobile, New Orleans, and direct to eastern manufacturers at I'all River and Providence, and sometimes in
winter by steamers to Mobile. : ‘

ABSTRACTS OF THE REPORTS OF JAMES 0. BANKS, COLUMBUR, AND R. W. BANKS, COBB’S SWITCH.

The uplands consist of' blaek and mulatto post-oak table-lands and gently rolling prairies, The lowlands are the first and seeond
bottoms of exeeks. The kinds of soil are rolling prairie, alluvial and hummock, and post-oak soils.

The prairie is the chief one, and includes about 70 per cent. of the cultivated land of thisregion. It extends about 50 miles north, 25
south, thence southeasterly to Montgomery, Alabama. The name is sometimes indiseriminately applied to all lime lands in what is
known as the “prairie belt”. The soil is a clay loam, waxy and putty-like, blackish and yellowish-black, and is from 2 to 6 feet thick.
The underlying material iy heavier, gradually hecoming like the surface by exposure, is quite impervious, can easily be made to hold water
for stock the year round, contains in places smooth brownish and whitish pebbles (the latter having o worm-eaten appearance), and is
mderlaid by blue joint-clay, and this by limestone, which erops out in someplaces and is 20 feot below the surface in others, The soil is
early when well-drained, is easily tilled, except when too wet, and is best adapted to corn. DBt one-half of its cultivated area is planted in
cotiton.  Corn and cotton are the chief crops of this region.

The usnal and most productive height of the cotton-plant on the prairies isfrom 33 tod feet, Fxcess of rain, espegially in July and dugust,
and the boll-worm’s depredations incline the plant to run to weed on all soils here, and to restrain it topping is sometimes practiced, but is
not always satisfactory. Early planting favors ewly bolling. The seed-cotton produet per acre of fresh land varies from 1,200 to 1,400
pounds; in the average season 1,600 pounds make o 475-pound bale of middling to good middling lint, After ten years’ cultivation
(unmanured) the product varies frown 400 to 1,000 pounds, aceording to season and kind of cultivation; from 1,665 to 1,720 pounds then
ntake a bale of lint not so strong or so long as®that from fresh land.

About 5 or 6 per cent, of such originally cultivated land lies *‘ turned ont”, and when again cultivated it produces a small erop the first
year, but improves after that., It is usual to plant corn on such land the first year. The-troublesome weeds are erab-grass and morning-

glovy. .
In addition to the above, Mr. J. O. Banks deseribes the following soils:

The alluvial creek bottom and hummoclk land has a natnral growth of oak, hickory, gum, ash, mulberry, wild plum, ete. The soil is
a blackish clayey loam from 2 to 4 feet thick. The underlying material is heavier, but rather similar to a considerable deptl, rather leachy,
and is underlaid by limestone at10 to 1R feet. Tillage is generally easy, but isnof 8o easy in wet as in dry seasons, The soil is later thau the
prairie, but is generally well-drained on the surface. It is best adapted to cotton after the first year’s cultivation, and about 80 per cent. of
the cultivated area is planted with it. The plant attains a height of from 4 to 8 feet, but is most productive at 5 feet. The seed-cotiton
product per acre of fresh land varies from 1,200 to 1,600 pounds, and about 1,620 pounds make a 475-pound bale of middling to goad
wmiddling lint. After ten years' cultivation (unmanured) the product is from 500 to 1,000 pounds; the ratio of seedl to lint is abont the
same, but the staple is a little shorter and weaker. Crab-grass, morning-glory, and purslane are the troublesome weeds, Noune of such
land has been ¢ turned out”. .

The black and mulatto post-oak land borders the prairies, is coextensive with them, and has a natural growth almost entirely of
oak. The soilis a putty-like and waxy clay loam, varying in color from yellow to mulatto, blackish and black, and is 12 to 36 inches deep.
The subsoil is heavier, but gradually becomes like the surface when turned up. It is impervious, packs like the prairie subsoil, and is
underlaid by limestone at 18 to 24 feet, Tillage is diffieult when the soil is wet,but casier when it is dry, and on the whole is more
difficult than the other soils, The soil is early, well-drained, and is best ndapted to cotton, nine-tenths or more of the cultivated pars
being planted with the same. - : _

The plant grows from 4 to 4% feet high on fresh land and 2 to 4 on old land, and is less inclined to weed than on other soils. The
seed-cotton product per acre of fresh lands varies from 1,200 to 1,500 pounds; 1,600 to 1,665 ounds make a 475-pound bale of middling to-
good middling lint, After five years’ cultivation (unmanured) the product varies from 400 to 800 pounds, and from 1,860 to 1,720 pounds then
malke a hale of lint, neither so long nor so strong as that from fresh land., This land deteriorates more rapidly than the other kinds.
Five to 8 per cent. of it lies ‘‘turned out”, and yields rather poorly when again ecultivated. Crab-grass isthe most troublesome weed.
Slopes readily wash and gully, and are occasionally seriously damaged ; but this may be eagily checked if done in time, for which purpose
horizontalizing and hillside ditching are successfully practiced.

On the lowlands cotton does best in dry, hot seasons, for in wet seasons it rans too much to weed and bears little fruit.
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The yield of lint cotton depends more upon the sensons and the variety of seed than upon the soil, The stronger zyml fneshgrl‘soél
vields more seed than the poorer soils, but in1878 all soils gave a poor yield, requiring about 3% pounds of seed-cotton to give one of lint.
The ¢ f 1879 gave one of lint for 3% to 3% pounds of seed-cotton, '

e L(l:gft((:n is shigpped as soon as baled by rail or river fromn Columbus to Mobile and New Orleans, and to eastern‘m&nufaczurers at I'all
River and Providence. Rates of freight ave 90 cents to $1 per 100 pounds to the east, $1 50 to $2 per bale to Mobile, and §2 50 to §3 per

liule by river and rail to New Orleans.

NOXUBEE.

tion: 29,874,—White, 5,302; colored, 24,572, . . o
i%)(zzl l:a6§(7)l squz{re miles.-——Sl’xoét—leéf pine and oak uplands, 56 square miles; prairie belt, 495 square nyles;
atwoaods, 130 square miles. ‘ )
ﬂdt“l%lldad’ Zands(:l 151,704 acres.—Avea planted in cotton, 82,483 acres; in eorn, 50,904 acres; in oats, 5,429 ncres ;
i eat, 39 acres. ' .
m W]&,mt(’n;’ production: 25,204 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.31 bale, 441 pounds seed-cotton, or 147
outds cotton lint, .
pot Of Noxubee county by fur the greater portion (about five-sevenths) lies within the prairie belt. A large body
of originally open prairie lies northward of Macon, the county-seat, and smaller bodies of such prairie are found al‘l
over the eounty. All have loug since passed into cultivation, and partly out of it again, and, as mueh of the
woodland possesses the same soil, it is not now easy to. circumseribe these open prairvie tracts. Mosb of the area
within the prairie belt is more or less timbered (post-oak prairie), and ridges of a sandy loam soil, timbered with a
variety of oaks, form the divides between many of the streams. ‘ .

The post-oak prairie land in this county, as well as in Kemper, has not unfrequently a d: rk-orange or red
subsnil, differing from that of the more horthern portion of the prairie belt, and giving rise to a very varied coloring
of the plowed fields, ranging from gray, through mahogany, to oran ge and black, It will be noted that the averago
product per nere in this county is somewhat less than in the other prairie counties, owing partly to the more limited
proportion of true hlack prairie and partly, no doubt, to the fact noted in the general description and discussion
of xoils (see page 14) that the proportion of phosphates in the prairie soil itself is less than in those of Monros and
Lowndes.  The use of phosphate manures will probably be followed by a very great increase in prodnctiveness.

Westward of the prairie country we find, as elsewhere, the flatwoods belt narrowing hers to only 4 or 5 miles
in the sonthern part of the connty. Itsagricultural and surface features are the same as in Oktibbeha, the soil
perhaps a shade less heavy, bub yet very refractory and unthrifty in enltivation, and hence the region is but listla
settled. It is drained by numerous creeks tributary to the Noxubee river, but, in the absenece of springs, is mostly
dry during {he summer,

In the southwest corner of the county there is a small area of very sandy uplands, timbered partly with short-
leaf pine forest and partly with oaks only, fairly productive, as in the Gholson neighborhood. From these sandy
Lill lunds there is an abrapt descent into the latwoods, and from these again there is an almosh equally abrupt
ascent into the high prairie platean of Kemper, ' ;

The tilled lands of Noxubee form 34.9 per cent. of the area, and b4.4 per cent., or over one-half of these lands, is
given to cotton culture, while only 33.5 per cent., or one-third, is given to corn. The eotton acreage per square mile
is 1213, the connty standing fourth (to Tate, Lowndes, and ‘De Soto) in this respect in the state. The aver: 20
product per acre is, however, only 0.31 bale—a remarkable comment upon the exhaustive methods of culture that
have depressed this ratio to a level with that of the adjoining county of Kemper, and nearly to that of the ¢ pine
bills” counties generally. : '

- Almost all the cotton of the county is .grown within the prairvie belt, and is shipped vian Macon and other
stations on the Mobile and Ohio railroad, which traverses the county nearly centrally from north to seuth, keeping
within the praivie belt. Cotton is shipped as soon as baled by rail to Mobile at 84 per bale, ‘ -

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF F. R. W. BOCK, MACON.

The uplands are generaRy rolling, not hilly, and some are level table-lands, They consist of post-oak prairies and timbered lands in
the ratio of two to ane. . ) '

The prairies bear a scattered growth of post-oak and hickory. The soil is a clay loam, varying in color from gray to mahogany,
orange, ved, and blackish, and is underlaid at 18 inches by a subsoil of heavier huf#f and brick-red, hard and leachy material, which is
again underlaid by limestone at 19 feet, ,

Sueh land extends east and west about 3 miles and through the entire townships north and south, with small portions of sandy lands,
’I’h‘e soil is early, ill-drained, easily tilled, except when it is too wet, and iy best adapted to cotton, three-fourths of its eultivated area
being plaunted with the same. The plant grows from 3 to 4 feet high, and inelines to run to weed when the seasons are too wet and thb
stand ia too much ecrowded and shaded. The remedy is topping in early Angust, - '

The average seed-cotton yroduct per acre of fresh land is 1,000 pounds; 1,665 pounds make o 475-pound bale of good middling lint,
‘Aftar ﬁw: years’ cultivation (unmanured) the produet is 600 pounds, and 2,135 pounds make a 475-pound bale of inferior and shorter lint,
’I"he most tro.ub]esome weeds are wild indigo, prairie weegd » and vines. One-tenth of such enltivated land (also of that next deseribed) lies
“turned uu.t-’. 1t produces well for three years when again cultivated, and then deteriorates, Slopes do not readily wash and guily.

The tzmlfer'ed land bears a natural growth chiefly of pine, white oak, red oak, hickory, etc., and oecurs in bodies of 100 to {:) iy
.acrm?. The soil is a gray and blackish-gray, fine and coarse sandy loam, 12 inches thick. The subsoil is heavier, is of o dirty~yellow ct;lol‘
readily hec_omes very hard on exposure, and is underlaid by sand and limestone at from 4 to 15 feet. Tillage is’eaéy the soil being earl ‘
and warm in BoNIe Places, late and eold in others, and is generally l-drained, - Two-thirds of its cultivatbed areq i,s planted in zottony
to which the goil I 'apparently best adapted, The Plant grows from 2 to 4 feet ‘high, but is most Productive at 4 feet, and runs to weoa)
#le., a8 on the prairie. - The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is 900 pounds 5 1,780 pounds make a 475-pound bz’ﬂe of pood Il,liddl‘i;.] .
lint. Five years’ cultivation (numanured) reduces the product to 500 pounds, and from 1,800 to' 2,130 podnds make a 475-%01111(1 Dalo oéi’

iint, \a;;)isch Tates two points below the staple from fresh land. 'Wild indigo is the most troublesome weed.
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‘Slopes wash and gully l‘eadil}", but are not generally seriously damaged, the washings injuring the valleys, but to no great extent.
Horizontalizing and hillside ditching are practiced, and pretty gencrally check the damage. The chief crops here are cotton, corn, oats,
sweeb potatoes, and pease. From April 15 to November 1 the weather is generally very warm and very favorable to cotton raising. The
cotton-plant grows and matures very rapidly here, more especially on the praivie (termed here post-cak prairie) than on thesandy lands,
.and produces more fruit to the stalk on such lands than on sandy.

KEMPER.
(See “Short-leaf pine and oak uplands region”.)

FLATWOODS REGION.

This embraces the following parts of counties, all of which are described under other regional heads: Tippah,
Tnion, Pontotec, Chickasaw, Oktibbeha, and Noxubee.

TIPPAH.
(See “ Northeastern prairie region”.)
' 1.
UNION,
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region”.)

PONTOTOC.
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region”.)

CHICKASAW,
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region”.)

OKTIBBEHA.
(See “ Northeastern prairie region”.)

NOXUBEE.
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region”.)

SHORT-LEAF PINE AND OAK UPLANDS REGION.

(Embraces the following counties and parts of counties: Bast of the prairie region—Tishomingo, Alcorn,* Prentiss,*
Tippah,* Ttawamba, Lee,* Monroe,* and Lowndes ;* west of the prairie region—Benton,* Union,* La Iayette,*
Pontotoe,* Calhoun, Yalobusha* Grenada,* Montgomery, Sumner, Choctaw, Oktibbeha,* Winston, Attala,
Leake, Neshoba, Kemper, Lauderdale,* Newton, Scott,* Rankin,* Simpson,* Hinds,* Claiborne,* Jefferson,*
TFranklin,* Adams,* and Wilkinson.*)

TISHOMINGO.

Population : 8,774—White, 7,611; colored, 1,163.

Area : 450 square miles.—Woodland, all; all short-leaf pine and oalk uplands, .

Tilled lands: 38,419 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 7,555 acres; in corn, 15,965 acres; in oats, 3,237 acres; in
wheat, 702 acres. . - '

Cotton production : 2,672 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.35 bale, 498 pounds seed-cotton, or 166
pounds cotton lint.

Tishomingo county differs from all other parts of the state in its features, from the fact that it is underlaid by
Tocks not represented elsewhere in the state, though covering a large portion of northern Alabama, whence the
sandstones and limestones of the coal formation extend into this county. They are prominent on the waters of
Big Bear creek, which drains all the eastern part of the county, and likewise exist on Mackay’s creek, a tributary
.of the Tombigbee, and on the other ereeks directly tributary to the Tennessee, such as Yellow and Indian creeks.

The region underlaid by these rocks is generally gently undulating; the surface is gravelly, rather than sandy,
at least on the lower slopes. The lands of the immediate valley of Bear creek are fine, and produce abundant
crops of corn and cotton They are largely “hummocks? or second bottoms, elevated 20 to 40 feet above the streams,
and their timber is singularly various—Spanish, black, post, water, willow, chestnut-white, white, and black-jack
oaks, hickory, sweet gum, pine, dogwood, walnut, tulip tree, and some red cedar—varying according as the underlying
rocks are sandstones or caleareous shales. On'the former the timber (post oalk, black-jack, and pine) is remarkably’
gparse and quite small, as in the ¢ barrens” of Alabama. ,

The Tennessee river has little or no hottom on the Mississippi side, the pine hills eoming up pretty close to-
the hank, which is timbered with walnut and sycamore, Yellow creek, which at its head has remarkably wide

: i 209
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bottoms, has but a very narrow one in the lower part of its course. On the bordering hills shaly hydraulic limestone-
often lies close to the surface, while elsewhere gravel beds form the higher portion of the ridges. .

The tilled lands of Tishomingo form 13.3 per cent. of the area. ) '
Small farming is the rule in Tishomingo. Cotton oceupies but one-fifth of the cultivated area, while somewhat

less than half of the same is given to corn, it being the predominant crop. The cotton product per acre is relatively
high (0.35 bale), most of it being grown in bottom lands. ' '
Cotton shipments are made either by the Memphis and Charleston railroad to New Orleans or Mobile, or by

steamer from Eastport, on the Tennessee river.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J, M. D. MILLER, IUKA.

The uplands are hilly and rolling, and have a variety of soils and some patches of muck, but chiefly a thin, light sandy soil, on.
which totton is liable to sufier from dronght. '

The lowlands consist of first and second hottoms of creeks; they are narrow, sometimes overflow, and are subject to early frosts.

Sandy and clay uplands and bottom soils are eunltivated in cotton. The upland soils are chiefly cultivated, and constitute seven-
tenths of the county’s area. The same kinds extend 21 miles north, 40 south, 4 east, and 20 west. They Dbear a natural growth of red,.
post, hlack-jack, and Spanish oaks, and gnm. The soils vary in eolor from whitish-gray to buff, yellow, brown, orange, red, and blackish,
and are 2 to 6 inches thick, the ehief variety being coarse, sandy, and gravelly. The subsoil is generally heavier and leachy, and consists.
of tougher reddish clay, with coarser gravel, or, in places, with whitish sand, underlaid by sand and gravel, The chief crops of the region
are cotton and corn. The soil is early, warm, well-drained, always easily tilled, and is best adapted to cotton, three-fourths of the
enlivated area being planted with the same, The plant grows from 12 to 24 inches high, but is most productive at 18, and is a little inclined
to run to weed in wet weather. The product per aere of fresh land is about 800 pounds of seed-cotton; 1,425 pounds make a 475-porind.
bule of middling to good middling lint. After three years’ cultivation (unmanured) the product is about 300 pounds; 1,545 pounds then
make a bale of shorter lint.  One-half or more of such originally cultivated land lies ““turned out,” which produces very well when agnin.
cuitivated if the soil has not been washed away Ly rains. There is some erab-grass, but the soil is generally too poor for othier weeds.
Slopes wash and gully readily, but are not yet seriously damaged; perhaps 1 per cent. of the valleys have been injured by the washings..
Horizontalizing has heen practiced with fair success in ehecking the damage,

Cotton is shipped in November and Decemnber by rail to Memphis at §2 15 per bale.

ALCORN.
(See  Northeastern prairie region”.)

PRENTISS. _
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region”.)

TIPPAH,
(See * Northeastern prairie region”,)

ITAWAMBA.

Populai;ign: 10,663.—White, 9,565; colored, 1,108,
%g}ela l luag squrz;rillglles.——All short-leaf pine and oak uplands.
e tands : 01,415 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 14,5851 acres: in corn, 22,05 83 i ‘ o8 i
whens Lo ands I , 14, ; 1n corn, 22,065 acres ; in oats, 3,134 acres ; iw
Cotton production : 3,113 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.34 bal 48 s seed- 162
pounIds on profuc s ; averag hs I . y 0.34 Dbale, 486 pounds seed-cotton, or 162
tawawba county is a region of rolling or sometimes hilly nplands, usually with ss ils, timbered wi
I \ ¢ C NG OF | ) ally with sandy loam soils, timbered with
;?Lmhh Anq pine, more or less mingled with hickory, according to the higher or lower grade of thé soil. On the
M‘;‘ntvlmfe&?t 4 portion of these nplands bears more or less the character of the prairie belt. The main Tombighee
t}d]\ C‘i’faﬁfﬁ the western part from north to south, receiving numerous tributaries from either side. Among these the
Im 11111911.ntam drgms the eastern half of the county, joining the Tombighee river Jjust at the southern county line.
h]'l ic e ivoxk ’rhe;re is an upland tract of fertile red loam soil, timbered with Spanish, scarlet, black, and white oaks
ﬁc cory, and some sturdy pine. Similar tracts occur at other points, as near Yocony. The’bottoms of Bull
gluntam, Hurr;cane,gnd other larger creeks are wide, heavily timbered, and very fertile; those of the smaller streams
}:a 1e1i narrow, but “_jth much good land on the lower slopes. The bottom of the Tombighee within the county is
io% to L} miles wide, and is very productive, but unfortunately it is subject to annual overflows. The wide flat
ski I?g th,ebTomblgbfag on the east in Monroe and Lowndes counties begins just south of Bull Mountain creel.

o tfezmwaml % county is a region of small farms, the culture of corn oceupying an area one-half larger than that
of gope(;n,c gni ooufgltxhtéli c}g;c]tg ;s um‘ve11*s%l§% grown as a “money ecrop”. The tilled lands of Ytawamba, constiﬁtlte-
. : y area, and 5.9 per cent, of these is given to cotton. The cott it Py
(0.34 bale) gives Ttawamba a fair Dosition among the counti f the sl pi 2 okt D e
Shipments are wads fomba 2 X 'g countles of the short-leaf pine and oa.k upland region..

tions on the Mobile and Ohio railroad, to which cotton is hauled, chiefly in December..

LER,
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region )

MONROE.
400 (See “ Northeastern prairie region ”,)
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LOWNDES.
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region”.)

BENTON.
" (See ¢ Brown-loam table-lands”.)

UNION.
(See ¢ Northeastern prairie region?”.)

LA FAYETTE.
(See ¢ Brown-loam table-lands”.)

PONTOTOC.

(8ee “XNortheastern prairie region”.)
3

CALHOUN.

Population; 13,492,—White, 10,191 ; colored, 3,301.

Area: 530 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 570 square miles; flatwoods, 10 square miles.

Tilled lands : 60,576 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 19,028 acres; in corn, 22,414 acres; in oats, 4,464 acres;
in wheat, 908 acres. :

Cotton production : 9,536 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.50 bale, 714 pounds seed-cotton, or 233
pounds cotton lint. ' .

Calhoun county is, generally speaking, a region of hilly or ridgy and sometimes even broken upland, timbered
with a mixture of short-leaf pine and oaks, among which the black-jack and post oak predominate on the higher
ridges, but on the lower slopes and broader ridges are largely replaced by black and Spanish oaks. The Loosha-
Scoona and Yalobusha rivers, traversing the county in a southwesterly direction, divide it into three nearly equal
portions, all copiously watered by numerous creeks, to the bottoms of which the cultivation, especially ot cotton, is
chiefly confined in the two northern divisions, while in the portion lying south of the Yalobusha river, and
especially on the waters of Tapashaw-creek, the upland ridges are broader and lower, the bottoms wider, and
cultivation and settlement more general. v

The bottoms of the two main streams are wide (1§ to 2 miles), and, judging by their large and heavy timber,
Liave productive soils, but ave liable to late annual overflows, which render crops. precarious, particnlarly on the
heavy soils of the Loosha-Scoona (derived from the Hlatwoods), whieh render its bottom impassable until late in the
season. It is, however, bordered by a gently-sloping hummock, timbered with oaks and hickory, forming large
bodies of good farming land but little settled as yet. ‘

The eastern portion of the county adjoining the flatwoods has predominantly heavy upland soils, largely
timbered with post oak (see regional description, page 26), while in the western portion the crests of the ridges
ave prevalently sandy, with a large proportion of black-jack oak.

Only a little over 16 per cent. of the arvea of the county is under tillage, and the lands caltivated lying chietly
in the ereck bottoms,it will be noted that the average product per acre is remarkably high, making Calhoun county
stand sixth in this respect among the upland counties of the state, while the cotton acreage per square mile is 32.8.
As usual in regions of small farms, the avea planted in cereals exceeds that in cotton by nearly one-half, and the
white population outnumbers the colored in the proportion of nearly 3 to 1. :

The communication of the county is chiefly with stations on the New Orleans and Chicago railroad, the
flatwoods impeding communication eastward during the winter and spring months. The numerous streams
render the maintenance of good wagon-roads somewhat diffieult and expensive.

YALOBUSHA.
(See ¢ Brown-loam table-lands ”.)

GRENADA.
(See ¢ Brown-loam table-lands ”.)

MONTGOMERY.

Population: 13,348.—White, 6,671; colored, 6,677. ) .
Area: 430 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 350 square miles; brown-loam table-lands, 30 square

miles; all woodland. i . e L
Tilled lands : 60,293 acres.—Area planted in eotton, 24,636 acres; in corn, 17 ,768 acres; in oats 3,178 acres; 1n

wheat, 148 acres. : :
Cotton production: 10,641 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.43 bale, 612 pounds seed-cotton, or 204

pounds eotfon lint. s

301



100 ] COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL

Montgomery county embraces rolling, and in its northern portion, in part, quite hilly and broken uplands,
timbered mostly with oaks, mingled more or less with short-leaf pine on the higher and more sandy ridges, on:
which also the black-jack and post oaks prevail; while on the lower and broader ones the post oak is largely
accompanied by the black, Spanish, and especially the scarlet oak, indicating a soil of fair fertility, which is said te-
last remarkably well. The scarlet oak is especially abundant on a very pale yellow loam soil, which appears
-southward of the Duck Hill ridge and prevails in the southern part of the county, extending thence sontheastward
into Attala, Winston, Leake, and Neshoba, where it contrasts strongly, both in its color and its lightness, with
the heavy ¢ red hills” soils interspersed within it. These nuplands, which produce from. 800 to 1,000 pounds of seed-
cotton per acre when fresh, slope off rather gently toward the Big Black river, the main body of which lies on the
eastern side of the stream, while on the western side there is usnally a strip of hummoek or second bottom,
timbered with post, water, and some willow oaks, and only moderately productive. The two last-named oaks are
also very prevalentin the river bottom itself, whieh has rather alight soil, exceedingly productive, but unfortunately
is much subjeet to overflows. _

. The tilled lands of Montgomery county constitute nearly 22 per cent. of its area, and of this amount nearly 41
per cent, is given to cotton culture, against about threefourths as much devoted to corn. The average cottom
product per acre is 0.43 bale, and the cotton acreage per square mile 57,3, slightly less than in Grenada.

Cofton shipments are made by the New Orleans and Chicago railroad, either direet to New Orleans or via
Vicksburg and the Mississippi river steamers.

SUMNER.

Population: 9,5654.—White, 7,239; colored 2,295.

Area: 400 square miles,—Short-leaf pine and éak uplands, 360 square miles; flabwoods, 40 square miles.

Tilled lands : 40,701 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 13,613 acres; in corn, 18,900 acres; in oats, 3,269 acres; in
wheat, 1,874 acres.

Cotton production: 6,226 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.46 per bale, 657 pounds seed-cotton, or
219 pounds cotton lint. , , .

Sumner county is a region of undulating or sometimes hilly nuplands, higher sandy or clayey ridges, timbered
with short-leaf pine, black jack and post oak, alternating with rolling Iand bearing a growth of black, Spanish, post,
and other oaks, mixed with hickory, and possessing a good, moderately heavy loam soil. The central portion of
the county east and west i mainly of the latter character, while in the northern and southern portions pine
rilges are more frequently seen. A broad belt of oak and hickory land borders the Big Black river on the north,
while pine ridges prevail immediately south of the same.

The first bottom of the Big Black, about 1 mile wide, is so much subject to overflow that it has scarcely been
settled as yet, thongh evidently very fertile and heavily timbered. It is bordered by a second bottom, 3 or 4 feet
above the first, which is well settled and possesses a deep chocolate-colored mellow soil, timbered with beech,
hickory, elm, ash, and lowland oalks, and is very productive. (For analysis, see general part.)' o

Cotton is grown on the nplands to some extent; and this, with a smaller area of bottom lands, depresses the
average cotton product per acre (0.46) somewhat below that of Calhoun (0.50 bale), while the cotton acreage per
square mile is slightly higher. The best uplands, when fresh, are stated to prodnce from 800 to 1,000 pounds of
seed-cotton. The total area of tilled lands is a trifle less than 16 per cent. of the whole, divided chiefly amoung small
farms. The area of corn culture is nearly one-half greater than that given to cotton. .

Sumner, like Calhoun, communicates chiefly with stations on the New Orleans and Chicago railroad and
partially, roads permitting, with the Starkville branch of the Mobile and Ohio railroad.

CHOCTAW,

Population : 9,036.—White, 6,537 ; colored, 2,499.

Area : 270 square miles.—All short-leaf pine and oak uplands.

Tilled lands : 42,779 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 13,497 acres; in corn, 18,139 acres; in oats, 3,931 acresj
in wheat, 2,215 acres. ‘

Cotion production: 5,757 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.43 bale, 612 pounds seed-cotton, or 204
pounds cotton lint, )

Choctaw county greatly resembles Sumner in its general features, being rolling or moderately hilly, without
-very Ligh ridges, and also, except along the streams, without large continuous tracts of very productive soil. The
higher ridges are characterized by the presence of the short-leaf pine, and are sandy in the western and rather
clayey In the eastern portion’ of the county, while the lower ridges, or rolling lands, have an oak and hickory
growth, with a soil varying from a light, pale-yellow loam. in the western to a somewhat clayey loam in the eastern
port.]ion. Fine bodies of farming upland exist, especially in the southwestern portion, on the waters of MeCurten’s
creek, ‘ .

Choctaw is drained by numerous creeks, with fertile valley lands, flowing in three directions, viz, to Big Black,
Pearl, and Noxubee rivers.

Nearly one-fourth (24.8 per cent.) of the county area is under tillage, the average product per acre being
a little below that of Sumner county, probably because of a somewhat more extensive cultivation of the uplands.

The cotton acreage per square ‘mile (50) is greater than that of Sumner in the ratio of 3 to 2. The corn
acreage exceeds that of cotton by nearly oune-half. '

Choctaw is about equidistant from both the great trunk railroad lines of the state, and communicates partly
with either, according to the season and the state of the roads.

ABSTRAOT OF THE REPORT OF R. H. BIGGES, CHESTER.

(Refers to T. 16,17, 18, and 19, R. 8,10, 11, and 12,)

The lowlands are first and second bottoms of creeks; the uplands are hilly and sandy, but vary but little, and are in some localitiéw
extensively cultivated, . -
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Cotton on the lowlands can generally be planted early, and in that case they yield more than the uplands.

The bottoms chiefly are cultivated, and the best soil for cotton is that of the second bottoms. This is the prevailing kind in this
region, and it is a black, coarse sandy loam, 2 to 6 inches deep to change of ecolor. The subsoil is heavy and white, and bakes on exposure,
Dut becomes like the surface by cultivation. It contains flinty, rounded white gravel, and is underlaid by sand and gravel. The natural
growth is chiefly oak, hickory, and gum. The chief crops of thisregion avecotton and corn. Tillage of this soil is not usually troublesome,
Tat is difficult in wet seasons; the soil is early when well drained, and is best adapted to cotton, with which one-half its cultivated area
is planted, The usual and most productive height of the plant is 4 feet ; in wet weather it inclines to run to weed. Frequent plowing will
restrain it and favor bolling, The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is 1,200 pounds; 1,545 pounds male a 475-pound bale of
good widdling lint. After five years’ cultivation (unmanured) the product is 800 pounds; 1,665 pounds then maks a bale of lint rating
lower than that from fresh land. One-half of such originally cultivated land lies *“turned out”, and does not produce very well Whe;
again cultivated.

The upland soil wwashes and gullies readily, seriously damaging the slopes, and to some extent the valleys, by the washings.  Some,
wwith more or less success, have practiced hillside ditehing to check these damages.

Cotton is shipped during fall, winter, and spring by rail, chiefly to New Orleans, at'§l 50 per bale.

OKTIBBEHA.
(See “ Northeastern prairie region ”.)

WINSTON,

Population : 10,087.—White, 6,113; colored, 3,974. -

Ares: 690 square miles.—Woodland, all; short-leaf pine and oak wuplands, 510 square miles; flatwoods, 50
square miles ; red land, 130 square miles.

Tilled lands: 45,091 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 15,081 acres; in corn, 17,131 acres; in oats, 4,170 acres;
in wheat, 902 acres.

_ O’otlton production : 5,864 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.30 bale, 555 pounds seed-cotton, or 185 pounds
cotton lint. ‘

‘Winston county embraces two chief varieties of uplands, which are throughout rolling, or sometimes hilly and
Dbroken. In the western and southern portion the uplands have a shallow, pale-tinted soiland a pale yellow, rather
sandy, loam subsoil, the former often, the latter always, conlaining more or less cencretions of bog ore (* black
pebble”), This soil is timbered with short-leaf pine, post, Spanish, aud scarlet oaks, generally accompanied with
some hickory, black gum, and maple. The whole growth is disposed to be somewhat scrubby and the soil of inferior
fertility, the creel bottoms forming the bulk of the land under cultivation. The central porsion, near Louisville,
and westward on the divide between the Big Black and Pearl rivers, is rather gently undulating or rolling, but in the
gouthwest corner we find Letween the heads of Pearl river high, rocky ridges, strewn with sandstone blocks,
which continne into the adjacent portion of Neshoba county, forming the highest and most broken land in the
state south of the Hatchie hills, in Tippah county. In the southeastern portion the surface is less broken and the
so0il somewhat more coarsely sandy, occupied at times almost exclusively by the short-leaf pine.  In the northern
and northeastern portion of the county, and to within 3 miles of Louisville on the east, there prevails a heavy clay
soil, generally only a few inches in depth, underlaid by a sometimes glaringly red clay subsoil, similar to that of
the “red hills” of Attala, (See regional deseription, page 20.) The country it occupies is considerably broken
and the hillsides are steep, and on them, as well as in the gullies, the “poplar” and ash oceur. Occasionally ow
higher ridges we find sandy soils, ferruginous sandstone, etc., with scrubby black jack and post oaks; but mainly
the red soil prevails, and, whenever a space is afforded, settlements and plantations show the good estimation in
which the land is held. The ¢ Noxubee hills”, on the extreme heads of the Noxalee and Pearl rivers, comprise the
main body of these red lands, but smaller tracts occur on the Yockanookana, in the northern part of the county.
These uplands yield, when fresh, from 800 to 1,000 pounds of seed-cotton per acre, and are very durable. IFrom
the “Noxubee hills” there is on the east a sudden and steep descent into the post-oak flatwoods, which occupy
the northeastern corner of the county and possess the usunal heavy, gray, clay soil.’

The tilled lands of Winston constitute only 10 per cent. of its area, and about one-third of them is devoted to
cotton culture, or 21 acres per square mile. As this culture is restricted mainly to the bottom lands, the average
product per acre (0.39 bale)is equal to that of the table-land co_uut-ies. Win_ston communicates chiefly with stations
on the Mobile and Ohio railroad; its western portion also with the Xosciusko branch of the New Orleans and.

Chicago railroad.

.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF WILLIAM T. LEWIS, LOUISVILLE.

The uplands arve hilly and roliillg, and have someprairies; thelowlands are on the first bottoms of rivers and creeks. The bottoms
are very rich and productive, but cotton on such runs tod much to weed, and suffers from rot of bolls in wet seasons if not picked out
early. It is also liable to be prematurely frost-killed, while on the high, sandy ridges cotton has heen seen in January with blooms
uninjured by frost. ‘ ) '

The chief crops of this region are cotton and corn; oats, sorghum, potatoes, and wheat are ajlso raigsed. Wheat is very uncertain, but
gucceeds best on fresh or manured lands,  About one-third of the cultivated area is planted with cotton.

The lands of the ceunty comprise blaok sandy bottoma or moderalely undulating, light sandy or mulatio lands, and whitish or ash-colored,
rather stiff or heavy. o

The chief soil, viz, the black sandy land, accupies about 30 per cent. of the county’s area, and includes the bottoms. Its nataral
growth is oaks, chestnut, pine, poplar, gum, and Dbickory, The soil varies from coarse sandy to clayey loam, brown, mahogany, or blackish
in color, and averages 12 inches deep. The subsoil ighieavier, generally reddish or ash-colored elay, contains hard, rounded ‘“black gravel”,
and is underlaid by sand, gravel, and gand-rock at 1to 20 feet. Tillage iz generally éasy, excepting in web seasons. ‘.I‘he so.ii is early,
warn, well drained, and is Dest adapted to cotton; corn, oats, sorghum, and potatoes. The usual and most productive height of the

cottog-plantis frém 3 to 4 feet. The seed-cotton produet per acre of freshland varies from 1,200 1o 1,600 pounds; 1,425 make a475-pound bale
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of lint. Qld Jand yields from 400 to 550 pounds of seed-cotton per acre. The weeds of this region are crab-grass, hog-weed, ragweod, ‘

coeklebur, Spanish needle, and broom-sedge.  About one-tenth of this and the next soil described lies ‘““tnrned ont” ; it produnces very well

for afew years when again cultivated. . )

About 50 per cent. of the county’s area is chietly a light sandy, mulatto-colored soil, but it is vamefl .Wl.ﬂl. more or less.gr.zwelly and
clayey soils of brown, orange, red, and blackish eolors from 8 to 10 and in places 24 inches deep. The subsoilis in eql respects similar to that
of the first-desceribed soil, and is underlaid by sand and soft rock at 5 feet and less. Its growth is oaks, piue, hickory, dogwood, mfll)le,
walnut, beeely, chestnut, gum, eypress, poplar, hornbeam, ete. One-tenth of this Jand is prairie. The soil is early, warm, well drained,
and is easily tilled, except inwet weather. Theusual height of the plant. is from 3 to 4 feet, but it is most productive at 4 feet. The scod-
eotton produet per acre of fresh land is from 1,200 to 1,300 pounds; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint. 01(.1 land (1111m1u}1'111'a(1)
produees from 300 to 400 pounds of seed-cotton per acre. The remaining 20 per cent. of the county’s area is distributed in the form of ridges,
which have a growth of post, red, and black-jack oaks, pine, persimmon, sourwood, ete. The soil varies from fine sandy to gravelly and
clay, and is whitish, brown, and orange-red in color, and from 3 to 6 inches deep. The subsoil is heavier, leachy, whitish or ash-colored,
«¢ontuins hard, rounded white and black gravel, and is underlaid by sand and gravel and some rock at 1 to 6 feet. Soil is early, warm,
and well drained. Tillage is easy, except in wet weather. Cotton grows on this soil 2 to 3 feet high, but it is most productive at 3 feot.
The seed-cotton product per acre is from 700 to 800 pounds on fresh land or 200 to 300 pounds on old (unmanured) land; 1,425 pounds
from fresh or 1,545 from old land make a 475-pound bale of lint, that from old land being the shorter. About one-fifth of suclh originally
enltivated land lies ““tarned out”, but when again cultivated the yields are small and the soil does not long endure.

Sandy slopes are damaged to a serions extent by washing and gullying. Low and marshy valleys are improved by the washings;
others are damaged to the extent of 25 per cent. of their value. To check the damage, felling timber into the gullies and hillside ditching
are practiced. They suceeed very well if done in time, hefore the gullies get too deep. Their depths sometimes equal 20 foet, the sides
exhibiting white sand. :

The generally prevalent subsoil is clay, and in wells it extends 15 to 20 feet below the surface, and at 30 feet water is found in white
sand.  In some parts of the county water is 80 to 90 feet below the sarface.

Cotton is hauled from October to December by wagon to railroad towns at 50 cents per 100 pounds in summer and 75 cents in winter.

ATTALA.

Population : 19,088.—White, 11,653 ; colored, 8,335.

Area: 720 square miles.—Woodland, all. Short-leaf pine uplands, 645 square miles ; red land, 75 square miles,

Tilled Tands : 93,034 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 35,950 acres; in corn, 33,784 acres; in oats, 6,888 ncres;
in wheat, 1,400 acres. ‘

Cotton production : 15,283 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.43 bale, 612 pounds seed-cotton, or 204
pounds ¢otton lint.

Attala county forms part of the hilly, sometimes broken, oak and short-leaf pine uplands region, whose
character is very little varied within the limits of the counties of Attala, Winston, Leake, and Neshoba, With the
exeeption of the “red land” areas, these uplands are in general not naturally very productive, though mostly
capuble of good improvement by the use of fertilizers. The bottoms of the namerous streams, however, form the
larger part of the area planted in cotton, which is about one-third of the entire area of tilled lands in tho conuty.
Hence the eotton product per acre is comparatively high. These bottom soils are mostly light and easily tilled
and are very productive when fresh, as is indicated by the large size of their timber trees. The latter are lm‘ﬂ'nl\:
bottom oaks, such as white, chestnut-white or basket, overeup, and bottom scarlet oalk (@), hickories, and s:\:edt
gum, with more or less of the “poplar” or tulip tree, which appears especially where the greensand a’nd 1‘(3&-(:1:}\‘*
strata of the fITertn_xry are not far off. The same oalc growth ascends more or less the hillsides, and even forms o
large proportion of the lnll‘growth where these strata are near the surface. The higher and san’dier ridges have a
pale-yellow, sandy loam soil, bearing a growth of post and scarlet oaks, with more or less of the shoriflea;i_' pine
aecording to quality, ’ K

3 o, v Tyry - [ 7 g 13 7 d :
. lesglllx(iilt?tlliltr}' Lgc Lng_‘betw‘ ef}n the loclxanoolfany and1the Big Black, in the southwestern portion of the county,
Y than is the case farther east and north. A hroad belt of good farming land, gently rollin g, and timbered

with oaks and hickory, with but little pine, slopes gently down to the Yockanookany. = The latter is bordered by a -

hummock or second bottom averaging half a mile in width having a gr i i i
! ock } 0 a ay, ashy, but quite productive soil.” 'he
bottom itself has a light sandy soil largely timbered with 1,Jeech gIt S ] ; i i
) : : argely ech. Its timber growtl o productiv
bt (I)verliliows Iéiqlve thus far preventéd its cultivation. growth shows it to bo 1)10(1t1§,t1\ ®
It the northern and eastern portions of the county especially there are isolated or ' v AN ¢
oo the nort] g more or less continnous and
;,):gte{x.sz : L.l.tm;ctsb()f,“ r.ed lands” (see p. 29), formed by the approach to the surface of the orange-colored, {_greensm‘nd~
‘mi}rlflh t(} ay; above referred to. It is brominent in the country lying between the two prongs of Poukta creelk
;m(tl:"ﬁu-’ (Y 1the same to within a short distance of Kosciusko, and thence in a more or less continuous body
th(f“ ;d?tlw'?lr-(’; on thejdm.de between the Ponkta and the Yockanookany. The soil is popularly known as that of
a3 delc (1}} z:“, an,(’l occa‘sm.n:aul_ly appears suddenly, occupying a short ridge among the sandy ll.ﬂlS, contrasting by
DOSth‘l km,, Sy ’ 1ll'eld ‘ color of its soil and the prevalence of the white and black oak, with hickéry, over the pineba.nf'l
%V hen.;:h(; mnl(llc . grcgqlglfiﬁ 31;$61111.s1tl§}15f1 mall;l.ceﬁl by 11plandtfa¥m€, producing as much as half a bale of cotton per acre
; 15 fresh s v ed, which, on aceount of its stiff i ia § pr 28
good oats and fair eorn, but is too heiivy for ,potatoes. e, Is very essential to buccesg. Tt produces

[h 2 4 ()..n l n 0 NIring aab n Lny [)OlntS m £ ’

One-fifth of the area of Attala is repor 3 i i ;
oy . € ported as under tillage. Of this amount over one-third » 3) s
i}:\l Ttll: fro fatton culture, and somewhat less to corn. The average product per acre is high, 0.43 1bm§g 81‘3?1@1)1831 cga lﬁh) %h
wemg given to this ealture, The cotton acreage per square mile is 49.9, P st lands

Cotton sliipments are made by rail via ) i i i
railrond,  Fodopie ] Orleau:&; f'gg v;g 1316&; %rz;ailé?h road connecting Kﬁoscmsko with the New Orleans and Ohicago

a An apparenil seTi ari 3 s .
snthern Milggisxsippg nndescribed variety, (%) with the leaves and habit of Q. cocsinea, but out of the usy
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/ABSTRAOT OF THE REPORT OF A. TUR, FRENCH CAMP.

About two-tenths of the counby area consists of bottoms of ereeks and smaller streams. These have the best soil, and this varies
considerably, and is best where there is a good supply of lime. (@) It lies along the streams all over this and the adjoining counties.
Its growth is gum, hickory, beech, cypress, poplar, holly, dogwood, ete. The soilis a blackish and black, fine sandy leam, which changes
color ak 2 or 3 inches helow the surface. The subasoil if mostly elayey, the most of it pervious, and some impervious. It contains hard
black and other gravel in places, and is underlaid by sand and sand-roek at 5 to 10 feet.

The chief erops of the region are cotton,; corn, oats, and wheat, but the latter sometimes fails. The soil is eatly and warm when well-
drained, and is rather difficult to till when too wet; but generally tillage is easy, and the soil is evidently best adapted to cotton, though
good erops of corn and oats are alsé raised. More than half of all the cultivatedlandsherd are planted in cotton. The height attained by
the plant varies from 1 to 3 ord feet, but produces best at fiom 2 to 3 feet. The seed-cobton product per acre of fresh land varies from
800 ‘o 1,000 pounds; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound bale of good middling lint. After 6 to 8 years’ cultivation (unmanured) the
product varies from 400 to 800 pounds, and about 1,485 pounds then make a bale of lint about & grade below that of fresh land. Crab-
grass is the most troublesome weed. About one-half of such land earliest cleared and cultivated now lies “*turned out”; but its soil
has been washed off by overflows, and when again cultivated it produces poorly.

The second quality of land ocenpies about one-half the area of the county, and is distributed all over this and adjoining counties.
The greater part of its timber is pine, interspersed with black-jack and other oaks and some hickory. "The soil consists of fine silt, and
is gravelly in some places and black sandy in others. Itsgeneral surface color is whitish-gray, which changesat 1 to 2 inches below the
surface. The subsoil is generally heavier, and varies from entively sand in some spots to entirely clay—from leachy to impervious
hard-pan. In places it contains hard, ¢ black gravel,” sometimes angular, underlaid by sand at 10 to 30 feet. The soil is early and warm
when well-drained, is easily tilled, and is best adapted to corn and cotton. The cotton-plant grows from 18 to 24 inches high, and the
seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 500 to €00 pounds, about 1,485 pounds making a475-pound bale of low middling lint.
After five years’ cultivation the product varies from 300 to 800 pounds, 1,545 pounds then making a bale, the staple being equal to that of
fresh land if picked when the bolls first open. Crab-grass is the farmer’s great pest here. At least nine-tenths of that part of this Jand
which was the earliest cleared and cultivated now lies ¢ furned out”, and when again cultivated it produces poorly.

About three-tenths of the county ared consists of ridge tops, as widely distributed as the preceding soils, and bear a growth of
blaek-jack and other eaks, scrubiby pine, and an occasional switch hiekory, The soil is a whitish-gray, fine sandy and gravellyloam, its
surface color reaching no moré than one-quarter or one-half aninch below. The subsoil is a grayish clay, largely mixed with whitish sdand,
often leachy, and sometimes impervious, It contains soft, white, angular pebbles, and is underlaid by sand and gravel and in places by
roek, often at a few feet below the surface. The soilis early and warm when well-drained, js easily tilled, and is best adapted to oats and
sweet potatoes. The cotton-plant attains a height of 10 to 12 inches on this soil. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land vavies
from 200 to 400 pounds, and about 1,485 pounds malke a 475-pound bale of lint. The staple rates as that of the soil last described. After
eight to ten Jears’ cultivation the soil becomes unprofitablé and is usually ‘‘turned out”. None that was originally cultivated is now
cultivated, as it is only suitable for sedge-grass and Lespedeza or Japan clover. Slopes wash and gully readily, and are in most cases
seriously and often irreparably damaged. In some cases the valleys are badly injured by the washings, but where the Iatter is doposited
# low, wet places it is beneficial. Horizontalizing and hillside ditching have been practiced, hut have usually failed to check the damage,
beeause the work was not properly attended to. 'The ditches were allowed fo fill up after a few years, the heavy spriug rains broke over,
and gullies resulted. ’ . ‘ ,

The growth of cotton here ig often checked by cool nights in April and May, but it usually recovers from their effects in the warm
months of June and July. ‘

LEAKE.

Population : 13,146.—White, 8,104; colored, 5,042, : ‘
Avreq : 380 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 570 square miles; table-lands, 10 sgnare miles.

. Tilled lands: 58;469 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 24,000 acres; in corn, 21,390 acres; in oats, 4,749 acres; in
wheat, 294 acres. ‘ ‘ ‘ : ,

Cotton production : 9,016 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.38 bale, 543 pounds seed-cotton, or 181 peunds
cotton lint. ,

Leake county is traversed diagomally by Pearl river, with two chief tributaries on either side, viz: from the
north, the Labutcha and the Yockanookany; from the sduth, the Standing and the Tuscalamite or Young
‘Warrior. - .

The eastern portion, like the adjoining part of Neshoba, is mainly hilly and sometimes broken upland, timbered
with short-leaf pine, intermixed with oaks, whose species, together with a greater or less admixture of hiekory,
indieate the varying fertility of the ridges, some of them possessing to a considerable extent the red-hills charaeter,
with waluut and “poplar” ascending intothe hill lands. The western portion.of the county is less hilly or only
rolling, and west of the Yockanookany is undnlating, passing gradunally into the table-lands country westward. The
largesttracts of good farming land found in this western portion are on the eastward slopes toward the Yockanookany,
gradually passing into the wide second bottom of that stream; and throughout the county.the second bottom
terraces of the larger streams, timbered with caks, hickory, bottom pine, and usually with some beech, are-langely -
occipied by settlements. Their soil is usually whitish and silty, underlaid by a pale-yellow loam subsoil, with more
or less bog ore or *black gravel ”. (See analysis, p. 36.) The soils of the first bottoms are somewhat similar in.
aspect, but generally somewhat darker and heavier, and are often nmderlaid at from 18 o 24 inches by ‘black

~gravel”, which in ifs turn rests om gray clay. The timber is Spanish; white, and water oaks, hickory, and pine.
These bottom soils are designated as “hot” by thé inhabitants, being very droughty and easily exhausted.
Hence the bottoms of small streams are cultivated by preference.” They frequeritly widen out into bodies of canebrake
swamps, similar to those occurring in Neshoba and equally fertile when drained, so as to constitute an important
factor in the production of the county. . ‘ :

a Referring probably to the bottoms passing through ‘‘wed land” areas, lime heing popularly, though erroneously, supposed to
" xender &oils heavy. In the present case the remark is, however, actually correct. (See analysis, p. 29.)
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The tilled Iands of Leake county constitute 15.8 per cent. of its area, and the cotton acreage slightly exceeds that
devoted to corn, amounting to 41.4 acres per square mile, -Owing to the predominant cultivation of bottom lands,
the average cotton preduct per acre (0.38 bale) is equal to that'ef Madison and Pontotoc counties.

The communication of Leake county is partly with stations on the New Orleans and Chicage railroad and
Kosciusko and partly to Meridian, on the Mobile and Ohio railread. From these places it is shipped chiefly to
New Orleans by rail or river at from $2 to $4 50 per bale. v

ABSTRACTS OF THE REPORIS OF JOSEPH D. EADS, CARTHAGE, AND THOMAS C. SPENCER, LAUREL HILL.

Ahout two-thirds of the county is npland, hilly, rolling, or level, bearing a growth of black-jack and other oaks, hickory, pines, ete.
Thisupland soil is a fine sandy loam, reaching 6 jnches below the surface. The anbsoil is heavier, orange. in color, contains soft red and
rounded gravel, and is underlaid by gravel and sometimes by roek at 16 feet. ‘ .

The chief crops of this region are cofton, corn, wheat, oats, and potatoes. The soil is early, warm, and well draired, is always casily
tilled, and is best adapted to cobton, balf of the cultivated area being planted with it. .

The plant usually grows from 3 to 4 feet high, is most productive at 33 fee, and inclines to run‘to weed on all the lands of this region
in wet and sultry seasons, which may be restrained by topping late in July and plowing rapidly. The seed-cotton pfoduct per acre of fresh
land is 1,000 pounds; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound bale of good middling lint. After two vears’ culiivation (unmanured) the yield
declines yearly, the ratio of seed tq lint remaining the same, and the staple becomes shorter, but is otherwise censidered superioy to that
from fresh land, At least one-third of such originally eultivated land lies “turned out?, but if it rest long enough to have u considerable
growth of serub pine and briers it will produce as well as ever, The troublesome weeds are hog-weed, butter-weed, smart-weed, and
Spanish needle.  Slopes are seriously damaged by washing and gullying, and at least one-fifth of the valley lands are rendered worthless
by the washings. Successful efforts have heen made to check the damage by horizontalizing and billside ditehing. '

The red or mulatto soil covers about one-sixth of the county. There is a strip of this about 2 miles wide running from east to

‘west about 20 miles. The natural growth is post and black oaks, hickory, pine, waluut, and poplar. Tlve soil is a gravelly, heavy clay, .

orange-red in color, and about 8inches deep. The subsoil is heavier than the soil, is waxy, and is inclined to adhere tenaciously. It contains
hard ““black gravel”, underlaid by sand and rock at 6 to 8 feet. The soil is difficult to work in wet seasons, but easy in dry; is
early, worm, and well drained, and is apparently best adapted to wheat and cotton, about 50 per eent. of the land being devoted to the
Iatter erop. The usual and most productive heighk of cotton is 4 feet. It inclines to run to weed in wet weather, and may he restrained
by topping the plant and working the seil rapidly. The seed-cotton product on fresh land is 1,200 pounds, and 1,425 pounds make a 475-
pound bale of good middling lint. The seed-cotton product after three years’ cultivation is reduced to 1,000 pounds, and then 1,425 ponnds
of seed-cotton make a 475-pound bale of lint, which rates favorably with that from fresh land. The troublesome weeds are the same as on
the black, sandy land; erah-grass is, however, worse on this land. About one-third such land originally eultivated now lies ¢ turned
out”, is growing up in pines, and produces well when again brought under cultivation if it is not too badly washed or gullied. This soil
does not wash or gully as badly on the slopes as the black sandy soil ; bat little damage has been doue, and the valleys are injured some

- (about one-eighth their value) by the washings. Horizontal ditching has been tried with success to remedy damages.

About one-gixth of the county area consists of creek bottoms, and bears a growth of many kinds of oak, pine, hickory, maple, sweet
gum, cypress, ete. The soil is a black or blackish loam, has much vegetable matter, and averages 8 inches in thickness. The subsoil is
heavier and more_or less impervious. The soil is early, very easily cultivated except when too wet, is best adapted to cotton, corn, oats,

" and wheat, and abont two-thirds of its cultivated area is planted with cotton. ‘The plant attains s height of from 3 to 5 feet, and yields

from 600 to 1,000 pounds of shed-cotton per acre. Crab-grass iy a most troublesome weed. Very little of such land lies ‘‘turned out,” and
when again cultivated produces very well for a few years, especially if overgrown by briers during the rest.

There 'are in the county two other kinds of land: low, flat land of Pearl river bottom and reed-brake land. These are not adapted
to raising cotton. The first ocenrs along the Pear] river and its larger tributaries, and bears large oaks, pine, sweet gum, and occasionally
poplar, heecl, ete. The soil is a fine black or blackish sandy loam, 12 to 24 inches deep. The leachy subsoil is similar, except in color,
and the soil, in consequence, is “hot” in character. The soil is early, warm, well drained, easily tilled at any time, and is best adapted
to those crops that mature early in the season, as pease, early corn, and the small cereals, o

The reed-brake land includes about one-tenth of the cultivated soil of the connty. It occurs about the heads of small streams, and
bears n growth of green-bay, holly, tupole gum, briers, and reeds. The soil is a putty-like black loam, 4 to 6 feet thick, has a small
proportion of coarse sand, and is underlaid by sand and gravel. B

Tillage is easy in dry but difficult in wet-seasons. The soil is late and in neéd of artificial drainage. It is best adapted to corn and

oats, producing of either from 60 to 100 Lushels per acre. It costs from $25 to $30 per acre to drain such land, after which, when in
cultivatien, it is worth from $50 to $100 per acre, .

NESHOBA.

Population: 8,741.—White, 6,555 ; colored, 2,186.

Area: 580 square miles.—Woodland, all. Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, all. .

Tilled lands: 45,979 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 14,021 acres; in corn, 16,752 acres; in oats, 3,512 acres ;
in wheat, 223 acres.

C'oltton production: 4,477 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.32 bale, 456 pounds seed-cotton, or 152 pounds
cotton lint. - : : ‘ :

Neshoba county is drained almost wholly by Pearl river (which traverses its northern portion) and its tributaries,
the extreme heads of the Chickasawhay reaching into its southeastern corner. In the western portion of the county
the surface is quite broken, the ridges being sometimes steep and rocky and of considerable elevation, so that

-

caltivation is mainly restricted to the bottoms, except where tracts of the red-clay soil occur. Apart from these, *

the soil is chiefly of the pale-yellow, sandy loam character so prevalent in Winston and Leake. The timber is short-
leat pine, mixed with oaks, prevalently the black-juck and post, with more or less of scarlet and Spanish oaks where
the soil improves. The surface ot the eastern portion of the county is less hilly, sometimes only undulating, and
the Dlack-jack and barren serub oak prevail largely on the uplands, which are but little-cultivated. The bottom of
Pearl river is about 1§ miles wide near the western line, is liable to overflow, and is very boggy during the rainy
seasons, rendering the roads impassable. ‘'While the main bottom is therefore but little cultivated, there are often
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found in the bottoms of small tributary ereeks on both sides dense swamps, timbered prevalently with sour gum
and bay, some maple and sweet gum, with a dense undergrowth of cane. These swamps, which are quite
numerous, have a very black soil when wet, but kight gray when dry, which is a sort of swamp muck, sometimes
4 to b feet thick. When drained they are the most fertile, durable, and the best farming/spots in the whole
country. These gladies are said to produce as much as 80 bushels of corn per acre. Cetton does not do so well,
being apt to run to weed. ,

One-eighth of the area of Neshoba county is reported to be under tillage, and corn culture predominates
somewhat over cotton, which occupies 30 per cent. of the tilled lands. The average cotton product per acre
(0.32 bale) is considerably below that of Winston and Leake counties. .

Communication is divided between the three railroads east, south, and west, whose nearest points are about
equidistant—¢ a three days’ haul.” '

KEMPER.

Population : 15,719.—White, 7,100; colored, 8,619,

Area: 750 square miles.—Woodland, 720 square miles; short-leaf pine and oak uplards, 520 square miles;
long-leaf pine hills, 90 square miles; prairie belt, 80 square miles; flatwoods, 60 square. miles.

Tilled lands: 78,816 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 28,269 acres; in corn, 28,246 acres; in oats, 3,706 acres; in
wheat, 56 acres. ,

Cotton production : 8,426 bales; average cotton produect per acre, 0.30 bale, 429 pounds seed-cotton, or 143
pounds cotton lint. ' A ’ .

Fully five-sevenths of the area of Kemper county is occupied by sandy uplands, timbered with short-leaf pine and
oalss. The southeast corner embraces a few townshipsof long-leaf pine woods, which here attain their most northern
point in the state. In the northeast corner lies the most fertile portion of the coanty, the extreme southern point
of the prairie belt in the state, bordered on the west, as usual, by the flatwoods belt, here only about 3 miles wide.
The ridge skirting the flatwoods on the west.forms the divide between the waters of the Noxubee river (Scoobs
creek) and Turkey creek, one of the chief tributaries of the Sucarnochee, which drains the fest of the county. The
flatwoods being narrow, and therefore considerably modified by the adjacent regions, are not quite so extreme in
eharacter as farther north. Onr the east they pass insensibly into the level ¢ prairie ” country on Wahalack ereek;
but east of that stream the country rises into a ridge of white prairie limestone, about 200 fest above the drainage,
forming a kind of prairie platean, which slopes oft gently toward the Alabama line. The true black prairieisfound
only in small bodies on this platean and in the valleys of the streams, where the limestone approaches the surface.
The general level land of ¥he region is timbered with large post and Spanish oaks and hickory, and has a loam soil,
with a yellow loam subsoil—a fair soil for cereals. On the higher ridges there lies a heavy red clay soil, usually
underlaid by limestone at no great depth, which produces small but heavily boiled cotton and good wheat. Timber,
sturdy black-jack and post oaks. The black prairie soil is found in patches and bands at lower levels; itis not very
heavy, and produces good corn, but is apt to rust cotton where not intermingled with the red soil. That Iying near
the streams and in the level region west of Wahalack creek is less liable to rust cotton, and is very productive.

The flatwoods soil is said to produce well here in favorable seasons. Of the hilly pine and oak uplands a
portion (as on the ridge on which De Kalb, the county-seat, is logated) is very sandy, but the soil is not unproductive,
being very deep, and sometimes oak and hickory prevail, to the exclusion of the pines. Cultivation is, however,
mostly confined to the numerous creek bottoms, These have very sandy soils in the southern part of the county,
while the ridges, on the contrary, become more clayey, and show, by their large oak and pine timber, a better
promise for the farmer than the sandy ones timbered with black-jack and post oal, with which they are
interspersed. .

The tilled lands of Kemper county constitute 16.3 per cend. of the'total area. ~ Of these lands 36.1 per cent. is

.given to cotton culture and an equal area to corn. The average cotton acreage is 37.7, and the average produch
per acre 0.30 bale, rather remarkabky low.

Cotton is hauled from the interior, as well as from the prairie country, to stations on the Mobile and Ohio
railroad, which traverses the eastern half of the county from north to south. Treight to Mobile is 83 25 per bale
from Scooba, one of the chief shipping points.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF JOHN A. MINNIRCE, SCOOBA.

Hoavy yellow clay soil predominates, covering most of this township, and post-oal ridges and blatk prairie slopes (nearly level) are
frequent. The lowlands consist of creel hottoms, having a productive soil, which averages 250 pounds of cotton lint per acre, butis not
entirely above overflow. The bald prairie lying on theeast is used mostly for corn; it is also well adapted to oak, The flatwoods lia on
the west. Cotton, corn, and oats are the chief crops raised here. Absut half of all the cultivated lands are planted with cotton. The
averago product per acre of fresh land is 1,000 pounds of seed-cotton, and from 1,545 to 1,665 pounds malke & 475-pound bale of middling
Mnb. - After five years’ cultivation (nnmanured) the average product {s 600 pounds, - Crab-grass is the most troublesome weed. The
natural growth is post and red oaks on.the uplands, and gum, white oak, hickory, and ash on the bottoms. o '

The soils vary in depth from 3 to 36 inches, and are mostly underlaid by yellow clay, under which, at 5 to 10 fect, is the impervious
robten limestone, The soil is late, cold, and ill-drained, but is easily tilled, except when too wet. The cotton-plant grows about 3 feet
high on the uplands and 4 feet on the lowlands. In wet, warm weather it inelines to run to weed, for which the correspondent knows no
remedy that wounld nét injure the crop. More than ome-half the upland originally cultivated now lies ‘ turned -out?”, and, where it has
not Dbeen too badly washed, if plowed in the fall produces very well when again cultivated. Slopes areseriously damaged by washing
and gullying, and when the uplands are sandy the lowlands are much damaged. Horizontalizing and hillside ditching are practiced te
some extent, and when properly done they successfully check the damage. The climate is favorable to cotton production.

The rich bottom lands are most productive, and average half a bale of 500 pouns of lint per acre. The uplands are thin and worn,

and with no fertilizers prodiice about 600 pounds of seed-eotton, .
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LAUDERDALE.
(®ee ¢ Long-leaf pine region?.)

NEWTON.

Population : 13,436, —White, 8,428; colored, 5,008, .

Area: 580 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 225 square miles; long-leaf pime hills, 300 square
miles ; central prairie, 556 square miles. :

- Tilled lands : 58,019 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 19,689 acres; in corn, 20,638 acres; in oats, 6,716 acres ;
in wheat, 127 acres. ; '

Cotton production : 6,341 Dales; average cotton product per acre, 0.32 bale, 456 pounds seed-cotton, or 152
pounnds cotton lint.

Newton county is drained chiefly by Chunky creek (the west fork of the Chickasawhay river)and its numerouns .
tributaries, the bottoms of which constitute the bulk of the farming lands.

The uplands are mainly hilly, sometimes broken.  In the southern part of the connty the long-leaf pine forms
the predominant timber, more or less mixed with oaks, accordingto the quality of thesoil. In the northernportion
the short-leaf pine, with oaks, prevails. In both sections there occur oceasionally hills and ridges of the red-land
character (see page 29), where the pine is subordinate or absent, and which give rise to upland farms of fair
productiveness. Aside from these, but little cotton is grown in the sandy pine uplands. In the southwestern corner
of the county, on the headwaters of Tallahala creek (a tributary of the Leaf river), the uplands have more or less
the character of the “Central prairieregion” (see regional description, page 50), the ridges being less abrupt, and in
their lower portion sometimes showing the heavy clay soils, popularly known as “hog-wallow” or post-oak prairie.
Ceceasionally, in the deeper bottoms, thé soils approximate to the black-prairie character, which is more abundantly
developed in the adjacent part of Jasper county, ’

- The tilled lands amount to 15.6 per cent. of the area, the cotton acreage being somewhat below that given to
corn, and amounting to 33.8 acres per square mile. The average cotton product per acre (0.32 hale) is equal to that
of Clay and Neshoba counties. _ _

The Vicksburg and Meridian railroad traverses the southern portion of the county, and communication is
mainly with stations on that road, from which cotton is shipped either to New Orleans or Mohile.

w

SCOTT.
(See “Central prairie region?®,)

RANKIN.
(See ¢ Central prairie region )

‘ SIMPSON.
(See “Long-leaf pine region”,) ]

‘ HINDS.
(See ¢“Central prairie region?.)

CLAIBORNE.
(See ¢ Cane-hills region?.)

JEFFERSOXN.
(See ¢ Cane-hills region?.)

FRANKLIN.
(See ““Long-leaf pine region”.)

ADAMS.
(See “ Cane-hills region”,)

WILKINSON.
(See “Cane hills region”,)
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BROWN-LOAM TABLE-LANDS.

(The region embraces the following counties and parts of counties : Benton, Marshall, De Soto, Tate, Panola,
Ta Fayette, Yalobusha, Tallahatchie,* Grenada, Montgomery,* Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo,* and Madison.*)

BENTON,.

Population: 11,023.-—_White,. B,777; colored, 5,246.

Area : 360 square miles.—Woodland, all. Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 125 square miles; brown loam
table-lands, 145 square miles ; flatwoods, 20 square miles; sandy oak uplands, 70 square miles. ‘
 Tilled lands: 55,501 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 22,401 acres; in corn, 22,877 acres; in oats, 1 735 acres ;
" in wheat, 1,285 acres. ‘ ' T !
ot Ocr’lotl'?l)loé production : 8,123 bales; average cotton produet per acre, 0.36 bale, 513 pounds seed-cotton, or 171 pounds

The northern part of Benton county (around and north of Ashland, the county-seat) is a gently undulating
plateau region of the tablelands” character (see regional description, p. 31), timbered with a fine growth of
upland oaks (black, Spanish, sturdy post, and black-jack) and hickory, naturally very productive, and quite thickly
gettled. This portion of the county is drained by Wolf river and its tributaries, and its features remain the samne to
the southward until the headwaters of Tippah creek are reached, which in its turn (with Ocklimita creek, its largest
tributary) drains the . southern portion. Here we find, first, a transition zone of more or less hilly and sandy loam
uplapds., timbered with oaks and hickory, oceupying the country between the dividing ridge and Tippah creek, and
continuing southwestward into Marshall and La Fayette counties (see description of * Sandy oak nplands?, p. 30).
Here the creek bottoms and lower slopes of the ridges are chiefly cultivated. Beyond Tippah ereek and sonthward
to the c_ounty-lme the country is hilly and sandy, and outside of the bottoms is timbered with short-leaf pine and
oaks, with more or less hickory on the hillsides, while the bottoms (e. g, that of the Ocklimita near Hickory flaty
are qmte_ extensive and very productive and constitute the bulk of the Iand under cnltivation. In the southeastern
corner of the county a portion of the post-oak flatwoods reaches in from the main bedy in western Tippah.

It is doub#less the comparative inferiority of the lands in the southern part of the county ¥hat renders the
average pr_oduct per acre of Benton the lowest among the table-land counties (0.36 bale), thongh still above the
average of the prairie counties, of which only three rauk above it. l

The tilled lands of Benton county constitute 24.1 per cent. of the total area. Of these lands nearly 41 per
cent. are given to cotton, and a slightly greater area to corn. The cotton acreage per square mile is 62.2.

Cotton shipments are mostly made by the New Orleans and Chicago and Memphis and Charleston railroads to
Memphis, either by the producers or mostly by merchants who buy the cotton from them. Freight from Lamar
station to Memphis is about $1 75 per bale. . : .

ABRTRACT OF THE REPORT OF H, T. LIPFORD, ASHLAND.

ATl the lands of this county produce cotton well, The bottoms dg not ustally dry early enongh to admit of early planting, bub
~when early planted they yield as well as uplands. Cotton on the bottoms, being usually planted late, opens late and not well.

The lowlands consist of the fizat and second bettoms of Wolf and Tippah rivers, About one-third of the county uplands are level,
and the remainder hilly.

Thoe chief soil is a- dark loam, extending throughout the county and occupying about half its area. It becomes lighter and less
produebive in the southern part. Its natural growth is black-jack and ether oaks and hickory. The soil varies from a fine sandy to a
clayey loam, Black, blackish, or lighter colored, and averages 6 inches thick ; in some parts 2 inches. The beavier subsoll is generally o
red or lighter colored clay, sometimes quite sandy. It generally absorbs much water, contains pebbles about upland ponds, and is
underlaid by sand at 10 to 16 feet, The chief erops of this region are cotton, corn, potatoes, gorghum, wheat, oats, and rye. The soil is
early when well drained, is always easily tilled, is Dest adapted to cotton and eorn, and about two-thirds-of its cultivated area is planted
with cotton, but this proportion is diminishing. Potatoes do well; wheat tolerably. ‘The cotton-plant grows from 2 to 4feet high, but is
most productive at 3feet. It inelines to run to weed in wet weather, but this depends much npon the system of cultivation. As aremedy
the erop should be cultivated judiciously. Some succeed by topping. The seed-cotton produet per acre of fresh land varies from 1,000 to
2,000 pounds, 1,545 pounds making a 475-pound bale of 1inb. The yields gradually degline after five yeary’ cultivation (unmanured), but
thoe 1atio of secd to lint’ and the quality of the staple cemain as on fresh land, and may be improved by manuring. Nearly one-third of
seh originally cultivated land lies ttturned owt”; but when again cultivated it produces very well if it has soil enongh left to produce
godge-grass, The mosb troublesome weeds are smart-weed and crab-grass. The latter is its great enemy, growing so rapidly as to ruin
it even when the crop.has the advantage of one working. .

Abont a sixth or an eighth of the countyisa black, fine, sandy loam, 5 to 8 inches thick., It generally occurs on slopes facing southward,
and makes gradual transitions into other varieties, The subsoil is generaily & ted elay, as nwnder the fivst deseribed soil, but in some parts
it is only sand. I contains pebbles, and is underlaid by sand at 8 to 10 feet. The soil is early, well-drained, always easily tilled, and is
best adapted to cotton and potatoes. Two-thirds of the cultivated area is devoted to cotton. The seed-cotton product per acre varies
from 800 to 2,000 pounds, It is hard to vestore such land to fertility when onee exhausted. Smart-weed is most troublesome. The sand
washings are hard to control; and do great damage. : : )

Another sixth or eighth of the county area consists of botloms of creeks and rivers. Its growth is beeeh, whito oal, maple, and
walnut. The soil is a clayey loam, 2t08 inehes thick, varying in color from gray to plack. The heaviersubsoilis generally & grayish clay,
more or less leachy, containing soft, white, and frequently other pebbles, and is underlaid by clay to an unknown depth. Tillage is
easy, except when the soil is too wet.. The soil is late, cold, ill-drained, and best adapted to sorn, and if well-drained to cotton. Cotton
. -occupies about half its cultivated area. The plant grows froth 3 t0 5 feet high, inclines to run to weed under all circumstances, and may
e restrained by judicious oultivation, not mors than is ahsolutely necessary. - The product per acre of fresh land varies from 608 to 1,600

pounds of seed-~cotton, 1,665 pounds making & 475.pound bale of lint  After five yeary’ cultivation yields generally decline. A()l;out one-
. - : ) -3
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igi ulti i ; iently long rest restores fertility, ' Smart-weed is most troublesome,
h of such originally cultivated land lies ‘‘ turned out”; but asufficiently A
Elgléh(; :vua(;hingflof ﬂ:]Ye stopes have done immense damage to many valleys. Many partially successful efforts have been made to cheok

the damage by horizontalizing and hillside ditching. ) .
Cottoi isiold to merchants who ship during picking season to Memphis; freight per bale from Lamar, §1 75.

MARSHALL.

ation: 29,330,—White, 10,992 ; colored, 18,338. ) ‘
ﬁ%ﬁl:a?% squ’are miles.——W’?Voc;dlan’d, all, ’Sho’rt-lea.f pine 'i'md oak uplands, 20 square miles; brown-loam

v - 590 square miles; sandy oak uplands, 110 square miles. : o "
tabl%i‘?ﬁ:%%&ids: %%1,001 acres.—Ares planted in’cotton, 67,411 acres; in corn, 50,140 acres; in oats, 3,130 acres;

i t. acres. .
" Wl(j?gztlttgn?)}())ﬁjduction: 26,441 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.39 bale, 555 pounds seed-cotton, or 185
poung; ?gitgfehgnliater portion of Marshall county lies within the belt of ¢ table-lands” with a brown-loam subsoil
which ¢xtends throngh western Tennessee, gradually narrowing as far south as Baton Rouge, Louisiana (see 1‘). 31).
These lauds are most characteristically developed in the northern part of the county, on the llea.ol.wz?tbrs of
Coldwater river, and on the northern confluents of Pigeon Roost creek. Here the country is genﬂy undulan}) g, and is
searcely more uneven than in the prairie conntry of eastern Mississippi, except where it breaks off 11}t0 cre(‘ak bq?t?lns:
It is, however (orrather wag), uniformly, but somewhat sparsely, timbered with oaks and hqum;y. Amon 8 the former
the black, Spanish, and black jack oaks, with some post oal, predominate, the hickory being most abundz?nt on f:he
lower slopes, and hence these slopes are often designated as ‘ hickory hummocks”. ~On the southern branches Qf
Pigeon Roost creek, and especielly on the creeks directly tributary to the Tallahatchie river, the country is more
undulating, somewhat abrupily so on the edge of the Tallahatchie bottem, and sandier ridges are more or less
interspersed with the table-lands, forming a gradual transition to the ¢ Sqndy oak uplands” of La F@y(ﬁ}tte eounty.

The bottoms of the larger streams, and especially of the Tailahatchie, are not extensively cultivated, though
very fertile, on account of their liability to overflows. . In the smaller bottoms;nuch cotton is grown, but they,
as well as the adjacent uplands, are liable to grievous damage from the cutting of gullies into the hillsides,
undercutting the subsoil, and causing it, with the underlying sand, to be washed into the valleys, in some of which
the original flood-plain is now covered with from 15 to 20 feet of sand, in which only willows, briers, and Bermnda
grass find a cengenial existence. . ' \

Prior to its subdivision in the formation of Benton and Tate counties, Marshall was considered (next to ITinds)
the banner upland county for cotton production, the crop bein g less liable to failure from extreme seasons than in
the competing counties of the prairie region, ‘As now circumscribed, it stands fourth in cotton acreage, Minds,
Noxubee, and Monroe ranking above it in this respect, while in total production it stands third to Hinds and De Soto
among the upland counties, while in product per acre it ranks nearly even with the highest of the prairie counties.
Its cotton area is still over one-fourth greater than that planted in corn. ,

Cotton is shipped during the picking season by rail from Holly Springs and other stations of the Now Orleans
and Chicago railroad at from $2 to €3 per bale to Memphis, $3 75 to New Orleans, or at frem $5 to $7 per bale
to eastern cities, ) .

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORTS OF A. J. WITHERS AND F. B. SHUFORD, HOLLY SPRINGS.

The chief crops are cotton, corn, oats, wheat, sweet and Irish Dotatoes, and pease.. The certuinty of a cotiton yield, and ofwenlizing
reasonable returns for the same, and the cheaper transportation of it han other crops that might be raised, cause cotson to koep its place
as the exclusive export product. Fully one-half of all the arable land of the oouuty is planted with cotton, although it is equally wedl
adapted to all of the chief crops mentioned. ; "

The river bottoms are usually too wet, and are therefore buslittle cultivated. Thelevel and rolling uplands, valleys, and creelk hottoms
are cultivated chiefly, They occupy about three-fourths of the county ares, and bear a natural growth of post, red, white, and black-jack
oaks and hickory, generally on ridges, and poplar, ash, hickory, and gum in the valleys. The eoil presents much variation of constitniion
and color, but differs little in productiveness, and is 3 to 12 inches deep. The subsoil is most generally a sticky, red clay, often a mahogany-
colored, impervious hard-pan, containing iron. It is underlaid by sand, gravel, and flat rock at 2 to 6 fost. Tillage is easy, and the soil
early, warm, and generally well drained. The usnal and most productive heigha attained by the cotton plant is 8 feet, On frosh land,
and in wef seasons, it inclines to run to weed. Goed and shallow cultivation is tho remedy, The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh
land varies from 800 to 1,800 pounds, aceording to soil und season. The higher lands are more certain, while the valleys give tho greator
yields. Abont 1,660 pounds make 1 475-pound bale of good lint. After five years’ enltivation (unmanured) the yields pereeptibly cecline,
and thestapleis coarser and shorter. About 1,720 pounds then make a bale. Crab-grass and smart-weed, iron and Log-weed, cocklobur and
foxtail, and crow-foot and tickle-grass are troublesome, One-fourth of the originally-cultivated land is now ‘turned out ¥ Tbis
improved 10 per cent, by rest when not washed, gnllied, or covered with sand deposits. Nearly everywhers slopes ave seriously damnged
by washings and gullying, and the lowlands (on larger streams especially) are also Ladly injured by the washings, Many valloys are
now submerged by sand and élay and abandoned $o willows and briers. ‘Tosave the soils, horizontalizing and. hillside ditehing have been
practiced. - The former has been in some cases satisfactorily successful, but both methods have, in the majority of cases, failed, and so
have other means, . )

Catton is shipped during the picking season, by rail, at from §2 to #3 per bale to Memphis, or $3 75 to New Orleans, tmd to eastern
citiea at from £5 to §7 per bale, o .

DE SOTO.

Population : 22,924~White, 7,581 ; colored, 15,343, ' ,
Areg : 460 square mﬂes.—-—M]smssq)pi‘bottom, 65 square miles; cane hills, 45 square miles; brown-loam table-
lands, 350 square miles ; “all woodland. . :
Tilled lands : 118,342 acres.—Ares planted in cotton, 60,488 acres ; in comn,
i wheat, 1,236 acres. : v
a0

37,452 acres; in oats, 1,688 acros ;
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Cotton production : 28,469 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.47 bale, 669 pounds seed-cotton, or 223
pounds cotton lint. : :

De Soto county,occupying the northwestern corner of the state,and fronting on the Mississippi river for about
9 miles, bas about one-seventh of its area in the bottom of the latter river, the rest being brown-loam ¢ table-lands”
of the best quality, with a belt of “ bluff” lands, several miles in width, skirting the bottom. '

The Mississippi state line strikes Horn lake nearly at its vertex, leaving about half of it in Tennessee. Horn
Lake pass issues from the lake not far below the:state line and flows near the foot of the bluff, joining Coldwater
river, which forms the southern line of the county, near the southwestern corner. The upland drainage is divided
between the tributaries of Coldwater river and Horn lake,.

The upland soils of De Soto are, on the whole, somewhat heavier than those of Marshall, which they otherwise
resemble in “lay” and in timber, especially in the eastern portion. In the western a good deal of sweet gum,
tulip tree or ““ poplar ”?, and walnut commingles with the oak and hickory, increasing as the bluff is approached.
The uplands generally slope oft gently into thé creek bottoms, forming extensive second bottoms or ¢ hummocks?,
which are highly esteemed both for productiveness and the quality of the staple grown on them.

De Soto county is quite thickly settled, standing third (to Tate and Holmes) in the state as to the percentage
of its {otal area under tillage (40 per cent.), and, notwithstanding its smaller area, third (to Hinds and Madison)
among the upland counties for total production. In product per acre it stands even with its neighboring county,
Tate (0.47 bale), a fact showing that the average product is not materially influenced by that of the lowland
plantations on Horn lake and pass, however excellent. The above figure is next to the highest among the upland
counties (Calhoun showing 0.50, or half a bale per acre, the cotton being there, however, chiefly grown on bottom
lands). De Soto stands second only to Noxubee in the percentage of 1he tilled area occupied by cotton (51 per cent.),
and the area in corn is only three-fifths of the latter. It is thus evident that the growing of home supplies is little
practiced, the nearness to the Memphis market presenting a great temptation to buy supplies. The Mississippi
and Tennessee railroad traverses the county centrally from north to south, and cotton is shipped, as ginned, to
Memphis at the rate of $1 40 per bale, and thence from 75 cents to $1 to New Orleans.

ABNTRACT OF THE REPORT OF T. ¢. DOCKERY, LOVE STATION.

The county has every variety of soil, chief among which are alluvium of Mississippi bottom, the loams along creeks and smaller
streams (which produces our hest staple, and often a 500-pound bale per acre), and the red and yellow stilf clay soilsof the uplands. The
latter class ecoupies three-fifths of the county area, extending 16 miles east andl 18 miles west; its chief growth is ogk, hickory, and
poplar. The surface color, which is gray, reaches 3 inches below to yellow clay, which extends 5 feet downward, then becoming a
shade lighter, About 20 feet below the surface sand, hard pan, and pipe-clay in strata are encountered. About one-tenth of this kind off
soil originally cultivated now lies *¢ turned out”. When again cultivated it produces finely for two or three years. Slopes wash and
gully readily, and are seriously damaged in this way, The washings also injure the valley lands, To check the damage, horizontalizing

and hillside ditching are practiced, and when such work is well done the results are entirely satisfactory.-
K »

. TATE.
Population : 18,721.~~White, 9,094; colored, 9,627.

Avea: 390 square miles.—Woodland, all. Mississippi bottom, 15 square miles; cane.hills, 35 square miles;
brewn-loam table-land, 340 square miles, : ’

Tilled lands : 124,980 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 48,245 acres; in corn, 33,321 acres; in oats, 1763 acres;
in wheat, 1,100 acres. '

Cotton production : 22,653 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.47 bale, 669 pounds seed-cotton, or 223
pounds cotton lint. : \

The surface and agricultural features of Tate county are substantially the same as those above given for
De Soto: undulating table-lands sparsely timbered, with oaks and hickory, and with a deep subsoil of brown loam
of high fertility, and Lience more largely under cultivation than the uplands of any other county in the state, viz,
one-half of the total area, Holmes standing next and De Soto third. The county is drained by the tributaries of
Coldwater river (which forms part of its northern boundary), chiet of which are Bear Tail, Hickahala, and
Arkabutla, their fertile first and second bottoms contributing largely to the cultivated area and total production.

As in De Soto and Panola, the soil and subsoil within a few miles of the edge of the bluff are similar to those
prevailing near Memphis, being formed of the calcareous silt of the Dluff or logss formation, and bearing &
corresponding timber growth, among which'sweet gum, tulip tree, and others indicative of a calcareous soil, are
prominent. >
! One-half of the county area is actually under tillage, the county standing first in the state in this respect, and
of these lands 38.6 per cent.is given to cotton. Tate county stands third (to Lowndes and De Soto) in the

proportion of its area cultivated in cotton, viz, 123.7 acres per square mile, corn occupying only about two-thirds

a8 much. « ) ; :
In view of the nearly equal division of the population between the white and colered races the high and

predominant production of cetton is remarkable. ) oo )
Cotton shipments are made chiefly to Memphis by rail, or direct to New Orleans via Granada. .

v

‘ PANOLA. ) :
Population: 28,352.—White, 9,521 ; colored, 18,831, \ . .
Area: 680 square miles.—Woodland, all; Mississippi bottom, 140 square miles; cane hills, 85 square miles;

brown-loam tableland, 455 square mikes. ) ) ’ .
Tilled lands : 148,445 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 67,060 acres; 1n corn, 43,091 acres; in oats, 2,119 acres;

in wheat, 1,603 acres.

Cotton production : 30,055 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.45 bale, 642 pounds seed-cotton, or 214

pounds cotton lint. 211

o
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The greater portion of Panola county is of the ¢ table-land ” character. (see p. 32), mo_d;ﬁed in the southeastern
porti%mee%:peciallh%' by more or less sandy ridges extending in from the neighboring portion of La Fayetet‘@bisog}’l’ty.
The county is timbered, as in Marshall, with oaks and hickory, to which, as the edge of the bof:tom ({r t]i F ‘ is
approached, the sweet gum, ash, and the tulip trée (“poplar”) are more and more frequently %ddec, (:1 olllper
especially sometimes becoming predominant. Withiz from 1 to 3 miles of the bluff the subsoil and underlying
material arve largely of the character of the caleareous silt or ¢ loess” which prevails more extensively 111. the river
counties south of Vicksbhurg as well as in Tennessee, the surface being somewhat broken, but the soil very productive,
Farther inland gravel heds underlie to a considerable extent and at varying depths, sometimes contributing largely
to the soil and sabsoil. .

The extreme western portion of the county lies within the Yazoo bottom plains (here designated as the C_)olc_i—
water and Tallahatehie bottomns), which form a deep embayment into the uplands at the entrance of the Tallahal_,chm
river. Thelatter traverses the northern part of the county from northeast to southwest. Though liable to oveljﬂow,
and apparently not quite as productive as the more southerly portions of the great plains, these bottoms are quite asg
extensively under cultivation; but as their produet has not been segregated in the returns from those of the uplands
its influence upon the total production and products per acre in the county cannot be determined. The produet
per acre of the uplands is evidently somewhat below that of Tate, though probably higher than that of Marslmll.‘
As in the lust-named county, the cotton acreage exceeds considerably that planted in corn, and is 44 per cent. of
the total of tilled lands. . )

Panola stands second among the upland counties in totul production, and sixth in cotton acreage per square
mile. Outside of the bottoms the county is well settled, especially along the Mississippi and Tennessee railroad
(from Memphis to Grenada), which traverses the county from north to south. -

Cotton shipments are made on this road, from October to J uly, to Memphis at $3.75, or to New Orleans at $4,
per bale,

ABSTRACT OF THE% REPORT OF D. B, STEWART, COURTLAND.

‘There are three kinds of soil cultivated in cotton: the shelly and gravelly loam of the bottoms, the ‘‘buckshot” and orawfishy
land, and the upland. The first includes about one-fourth of the river and creek bottoms of the county, and bears a natural growth of
oak, poplar, ash, gum, hickory, cypress, and maple. The soil is about 2 feet thiek, is generally dark colored, and is underlaid by rock and
gravel at 3 to 4 feet. The chief crops of this region are cotton and corn ; some wheat, oats, potatoes, onions, fruits, ete., are also raised.
The soil is easily tilled, except when too wet. It is best adapted to cotton and corn, and about three-fourths of the oultivated part is
planted with cotton. The plant grows from 3 to 6 feet high, but is most productive ab 4 feet. It inclines to run to weed on very rioh,
fresh land in wet seasons, which is restrained by tapping and shallow cultivation. The seed-cotton product per acre of frosh land varios
from 1,000 te 1,500 pounds; 1,780 pounds maks a 475-pound bale of middling lint. After fonr years’ cultivation the produet is no less in
good seasons, -The most troublesome weeds are smart-weed and crab-grass. Very little of the land lies furned out, The © buckshot”
and craugishy land océupies in some localities about half the acreage, and ocenrs in bodies of one to several miles in extent along the
rivers, The soil is a marshy, crawfishy, and sandy loam, containing fine sand, varying in color from gray to yellow, brown, blackish,
and Mack, and is 2 feet deep. The subsoil, often lighter, contains hard, rounded ‘‘black gravel ¥, sometimes pebbles as large as oggs
and is underlaid by sand, gravel, and rock at 3 to 4 feet. The soil is early, warm, and well drained, and when not too wet is ensily
tilled.  About three-fourths of its cultivated area is planted with cotton. The plant often grows from 7 to 8 feet high, but is most
yroductive at 3 to 4 feet. Topping and late cultivation restrain it from growing as high as it otherwise wonld in wet soagons.  The seotl-
cotfon prodncet per aere of fresh land varies frow 200 to 1,200 pounds, and after several years from 1,000 to 1,500 pounds, 1,730 pounds
making a 475-pound bale of widdling lint, Smart-weed is most troublesome;

The upland soil occupies about hulf the county aren, and bears a natural growth of oak, poplar, sweet gum, ash, and hickory,
The soil is & coarse, sandy, and gravelly loam, of buff, yellow, brown, and wmahogany colors, is 12 inches deep. and is underlaid by
sand and gravel at 3 feet. The soil is carly, easily tilled, and three-fourths of its cultivated area is planted with cotton. The usunl
and most productive height of the plant is 3 to 4 feet. The sced-cotton product per acrsé of fresh land varies from 800 fo' 1 000 pounds,
andl the ratio of seed to lint and quality of staple (land fresh or old) arve the rame as on other lands described. The most troublesome
weeds of this region are smart-weed and crab-grass. About 2,500 acres lie ““turned out” in this counfiy, which, when again cultivated,
produces as well as when freshly cleared. Slopes wash and gully readily, but the extent of damage is not serious; the valleys are
also 10 a slight extent injured by the washings. Horizontalizing and hillside ditehing have been successfully practiced in ohecking
the damage. When the seasons are too wet cotton runs to weed, producing large stalks and small bolls, which open laite,

Cotton shipments are made, from OQctober o July, to Memphis at $3 75, or to New Orleans at $4 per bale,

LA FAYERTTE,
Ii’apulaiion : 21,671.—White, 11,385; colored, 10,286,
. Arew: 720 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 280 square miles: brown-loam t - S ar
nulesT; l.z;tdn(lly (;ak uplands, 325 square miles ; all woodland. - 4 ’ o Phlelands, 116 squaze
illed lands : 86,493 acres.—Area pls in cott 5,¢ cres ;i \ res; in ( ) es ;
i henp s o iy 3 Area planted ‘m cotton, 35,300 acres; in corn, 35,809 acres; in bats, 4,091 acres;
Cotton production: 15,214 bales: average cotton product e 1-c 2
ponnde om roduct \ ; ge product per.ame, 0.43 bale, 612 pounds seed-cotton, or 204
LaFayette county exhibitsquite characteristically the several features is traves
_ Lalay ) | ars ally veralieatures of the yellow-loam uplands, Itis traversed
%1‘1151301;14113 from northeast to southwest by the broad dividing ridge between the streams ﬂéwiug direczly.into the
(‘a {uztfchu'a river a,n_1d those tributary to the Yockeney-Patafa. In its higher portions this ridge is prevalently
s‘tlx:ttgg A{n(ll 18 timbered with black-jack oak of the “sprangling” type, especially where the brown sandstone of tha
% rx)d (1I led r;_ft caps the summits, and the soil is unproductive (see analysis, p. 31, No. 345), while in the lower and
of( ;1 tgrépfgr gong the sand is covered by the more or less fertile varieties of the yellow or brown loam to the depﬁh
eel. Seutheast of the main divide and of the line running from the mouth of Pouskous creek up to the

head of Yellow I p ‘ cto i : :
o ow Leaf creek, and down tl:at creek to its month, she short.leaf pine and post oak prevail mainly on
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tthe ridges, with black and Spanish caks and hickory in the valleys; and as we progress eastward the soil gradually
becomes heavier and assumes the character of the “flatwoods hills”, A large amount of excellent creek-bottom
land, originally heavily timbered, is cultivated in cotton. The fertile bottom of the Yockeney is unfortunately
subject to almost annunal overflows. ' .

N'orthwest of the main divide the ridges gradually flatten down, the sandy knolls become more rare, and the loam
subsoil layer deeper and dagker colored, bearing a timber growtheprevalently of black and Spanish oaks and hickories,
with large and compact black-jack and post oaks, thus forming a gradual transition from the ridgy ecountry of the
“Sandy oak uplands” to the gently undulating character of the “ table-lands”. The latter are quite characteristically
developed in the ngrthwestern corner of the county, on Toby-Tubby and Clear sreeks, and at several peints reach
and even cross the railroad near Abbeville. These fertile and well-settled nplands fall off with a gentle slope
teward the Tallahatchie River bottom. The latter is itself profusely fertile and about a mile in width, but is so
much subject to overﬂows that but little of it is In regular culivation.

Much and often irreparable damage has been done to the uplands as well as to the valleys of this part of the
.county by hillside washes, which soon ¢ut through the loam subsoil into the underlying sand, baring the latter on
the bhills and deluging the valleys with it. ’ :

The tilled lands of La Fayette constitute 18.8 per cent. of the total area, standing in this respect between Tippah
and Grenada counties. Of the tilled lands, 40.8 per cent. is given to cotton prodnction, while an equal amount is
devoted to corn. The average cotton product per acre is 0.43 bale, being the same as in Montgomery, Choctaw,
-and Yalobusha counties. The cotton acreage per square mile is 49, '

Shipments are made by the New Orleans and Chicago railroad, either direct to New Orleans or uorthern
mar}]ie}s, or largely to Memphis, which is the chief market of Torthern Mississippi. Treight to New Orleans, $3 75
per hale. ‘

ABSTRACTS OF THE REPORTS OF P. FERNANDEZ, P. H, SKIPWITH, AND 8. W. E. PEGULS, OXFORD.
K & -

Tallahatehie and Yockency rivers are in this county about 14 miles apart, and pass through it southwester]ly. They have wide, flaf,
alluvial bottoms, needing drainage in some places. The higher portions alone are cultivated, and are very productive. TFrom these
bottoms the hills rise with gentle slopes and form the uplands, which are hilly, rolling, and level, and somprise four-fifths of the
-eultivated land of this county.

The light sandy loam of tho table-lands, etc., is the chief cottom-producing soil, and eovers about two-thirds of the county. It
extends eastward 10, south 25, west 26, and north 20 miles, interrupted oceasionally by lowlands and swamps, having a growth of red,
post, and bl¥ek-jack oaks, dogwood, gum, etc. The soil is generally 5 to 6 inches thick and blackish in color. The subseil is a red clay,
underlaid by sand at 5 to 10 feat, sometimes less, Tha soil is a little tenacious when too wet, but tills guite easily otherwise; it is early,
warm, and well-drained naturally, The chief crops of this region are cotton, corn, oats, wheat, sorghum, and sweet potatoes ; but the soil
is best adapted to cotton, and five-eighths of it iy planted with the same. Theusual and most productive height of the plantis from 3{ to 4
© dfeet; the extremes are 2 and 6 feet.  Deep cultivation and wet seasons incline the plant to run to weed, and to restrain it shallow tillage,
early planting, and %opping are practiced. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 600 to 1,000 pounds, 1,545 pounds of
September picking or 1,425 pounds ef December picking n-aking a 475-pound hale of lint. After ten years' cultivation, when the land is
Xept from washing, the product is 800 pounds, the ratio of seed to lintis the same, and the quality of the staple is not known to differ
from that of fresh land. About one-tenth of such land lies “turned out”, and when again cultivated it produces well if it is not washell
and gullied and has borne sedge-grass soven or eight years. Crab-grass, smart-weed, and hog-weed are most troublesome on this soil.

The sandy hillside soil comprises about one-eighth of the lands of this region, occurs in small areas, and has a growth of black-jack
and somo Spanish and post onks. The soil is a fine sandy loam of & gray to brown eolor, in some places black before cultivation, and 1
ta 2 inches dpep to changoe of color. The lighter subsoil consiste of sand, with strata of white clay, contains sand-rock occasionally, and:
is underlaid. by sand and white clay. The soil is early, warm, well drained, easily tilled, and is best adapted to sweet potatoes and
watermelons, hut five-eighths of its cultivated arves is planted with cotton. The plant attains a height of 3 feet for.five or six years only.
The seed-cotton prodict per acre of fresh land is 800 pounds; after five years’ cultivation (unmanured) the product is 400 pounds, More
than one-hall sueh land Heg *turned out” and eannot be reclaimed. Hog-weed and mullein are most troublesome as weeds. The
aplands wash readily, doing serious damage. The valleys joining such land are narrow and sandy, and the sand constantly encroaches.
Hillsids ditching is only temporarily suceessful; the best plan is either not to clear these slopes adjoining the valleys or to stop cultivating

svliere there is soil enough to grow broom-sedge.

ABSTRAQT OF REPORT OF IRA B. ORR, WATER VALLEY (SOUTHWESTERN PART OF THE COUNEY).

"The black or dark sandy lowms oceur on dry branches in bodies of from 10 to 50 acres each, and comprise one-half of the eultivated
land of the county. They have a natural timber growth of all the oaks, hickory, walnut, dogwood, ash, gum, beech, elm, sumach, and
hazel-nut, The soil is a light, fine, sandy clay loam from brown to black in color and from 1 to 12 inches deep, The subsoil is heavier
than the soil, is & yellow and red clay, sometimes whitish, and is Deneficial when mixed with the surface soil. 'The seil ig early, warm, and
ill-drained, and is apparently best adapted to cotton and coxn, Cotton forms $wo-thirds of the cropscultivated. Itusuallyisfrom 2to 7 feet
high, is most productive at 3 feet, and inclines to run to weed if planted close and well cultivated or in wet seasons, and may be restrained
by giving distance to plants and topping during the last of July. The seed-cotton product per acre on fresh land is from 1,200 to 2,000
pounds in good seasons; 1,545 pounds are necessary for & 475-pound bale, which rates as good as any. After twenty years' cultivation the
yield is from 500 to 1,000 pounds per acre ; about the sae amount is necessary for a bale as from fresh land, and the staple is the same.
The troublesome weeds are crab-grass and careless and hog-weeds, Ahout one-sixth of such lands now lie *turned out”, They do wel
when again cultivated, but not so well as fresh lands. These soils wash very much on the slopes, and are damaged beyond estimate.
The valleys are greatly injured by the washings of the slopes, but horizonta]izing‘ and hillside ditching have been a successful clheck to

such injuries. :
313 E
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1 BSTRAOT OF REPORT OF 8. E. RAGLAND, DE LAY (SOUTHEASTERN PART OF THE COUNTY).

The upland soils vary greatly frem one ridge to another, being in tillable areas of from one-half to 20 ucres each,

The black, loose, sandy land comprises about seven-eighths of the lands of the region, exténding the entire length of the township or
the south side of the Yockeney and Patapha creeks and to the sonthern limit. )

The natural timber growth is white, red, and post oaks, hickory, pine, and chestnut. The soil i8 a fine sandy clay loam, gray te-
black in color, and 8 inches déep. The subsoil is a heavy, tough, bluish-yellow clay, baking hard when exposed, but gradunally becoming
like the surface soil by continued exposure to the air. It is impervious when undisturbed, and is underlaid by a grayish, gravelly
pipe-clay at from 2 to 3 feet, The soil ig rather difficult to till in wet seasons, though not usually troublesome, and is early when well
drained. It is best adapted to cotton, although all the crops of this region do well; also the grasses and red clover, Over one-half of the
cultivated land is devoted to cotton, which is usually 3} feet high, and proddces hest at that Ieight., Iresh land, wet seasons, and late
planting incline the plant to run to weed, but this is remedied by early planting on older Tand and shallow cultivation. The seed-cotton
product per acre on fresh land is 1,000 pounds; and 1,425 pounds are required to make a 475-pound bale of lint; byt on land after fifteen
year®’ cultivation 860 pounds is the yield under ordinary rotation of crops. The staple from old land is not as good as that from fresh lasd,
The troublesome weeds are smart, cocklebur, and morning-glory; crab-grass is the greatest trouble. Probably about 10 per cent. of such
lands lie “turned out”, and they produce well when again cultivated. The slopes wash and gully readily, are seriously damaged, huk
the valleys. are not injured. Horizontalizing has been practiced to prevent this, and has been successful unzil neglected.

At various places in the valleys of running streams occur hodies of land designated swamp or crawjfish land, Its growth is white oal,
gum, and cypress, and is soil is a heavy clay loam of awhitish-gray color. The impervioussubsoil isheavier, whiter, and sometimes gravelly;
otherwise it is similar to surface. After eultivation white gravel appears in if, which is underlaid by sand at froen 5 to 20 feet. The soil is
tilled with diffieulty either in wet or dry seasons, and is late, cold, ill-drained, and best adapted to corn planted in June. Cotton is rarely
planted onit. Its troublesome weeds are ox, bear, and crab grasses. Very fine soil is being made by running the washings from uplands
into this land. Cotton matures well in thisregion after the suil hus been cultivated oneor two. years. Uplands are earlier and more easily
cuitivated, and the Dolls open earlier than on the lowlands. Cotton is liable to be late and prematurely frost-killed on the lowlandh;
hence some prefer uplands, ‘When lowlands are well cultivated they endure drought well, and the plant has a steady growth and sheds
less than on the uplands. Seil and work being equal, the yields of uplands and lowlands will be about the same.

Cotton is sold during ths picking season at railroad stations, whenee it is shipped mostly to New Orleans at $3 75 from Oxford.

YALOBUSHA.

Population: 15,649.—~White, 7,533 colored, 8,116.
Area: 460 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 160 square miles; brown-loam table-lands, 290
- square miles; sandy oak uplands, 10 square miles ; all woodland.

Tilled lands: 71,850 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 30,398 acres ; in corn, 23,609 acres; in oats, 1,728, acres; in
wheat, 584 acres. . :

Cotton production: 12,989 bdles; average cotton product per acre, 0.43 bale, 612 pounds seed-eotton, or 204
pouxds cofton lint. ‘ :

Yalobusha county is divided into two somewhat unequal portions by the Great Northern railroad, whidh
traverses it from north-northeast tosouthssouthwest. Mostof'the country lying éastof the railroad is ridgy and sandy,
and is timbered mainly with short-leaf pine and blaek-jack and post oaks, many high rocky knolls crowning the abrupt
ridges and the narrow crgek bottoms being almost alone in cultivation. West of the railroad the country bears
mostly the character of the brown-loam table-lands, and is very productive, cotton being altogether the prevalent
erop. The divide between the waters of Yockeney and Loosha-Scoona, running almost east and west across:#e
county, is a gently undulating country, with otjly a few knolls of sandy land. The uplands fall off gently into the
bottoms of the two main streams, these bottoms being densely timbered and profusely fertile, but subjeet to annuatk
overflows, rendering their cultivation precarions. They are bordered by a second-bottom terrace of varying width,
having a pale-yellow Joam subsoil and & timber growth of willow and water oaks. Where these are large the soil is
very productive, but whexe the growth is small it is ill-drained and of a whitish tint, and is of inferior productiveness.

The cotton of Yalobusha county (which then included the adjacent portion of -Grenada county) was of old
reputed to be the best uplangd cotton grown in the market. The deterioration of the soils by improvident culture
and washing away of the surface has somewhat diminished both in quantity and quality, but improved methods of

_ culture can probably restore these lands to their old standing in both respects. ’

TALLAHATCHIE. g
(See ¢ Mississippi alluvial region”.)

GRENADA,

Population? 12,071.—White, 3,236; colored, 8,835. :
Area : 440 square miles.—Short-leaf pine uplands, 165 square miles; Mississippi bottom, 75 square miles; cane-
hills, 10.square miles; brown-loam table-Jands, 190 square miles ; all woodland. . '
Tilled lands: 49,600 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 25,390 acres; in corn, 15,906 acres; in oats, 568“acres; in
wheat, 6 acres, o o
Ovotton production: 10,228 bales; average cotton preduct per acre, 0.40 bale, 570 pounds seed-cotton, or 190
pounds cotyon lint. s ’
~ Grenada county, like Yalobusha, is approximately divided by the Great Northern railroad into a hilly and
sandy eastern portion, where sandly ridges, timbered with short-leaf pine, black-jack and post oaks, form the
prevailing feature, and a western one, which in the upland and larger portiom is of the “table-lands” character,
while the most westerly part lies within the Mississippi bottom flain. The county is traversed near its middle.
314 ' . ’
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from east te west, by the Yalobusha river, whose extensive *second-bottom” plain, gradually rising to the level
of the table-lands proper, forms a large proportion of the best and most thickly-settled farming lands. Of these
those lying south and west of the town of Grenada are held in especial esteem. )

Down to its junction with the Loosha-Scoona the Yalobusha river has a bottom from 13 to 2 miles in width,
bordered by abrupt pine ridges and subject to annual overflow. The same istrueof the Loosha-Scoona, but the bottom
goils of the two streams differ materially, those of the latter being wery heavy and “sobby . while thode of the
Yalobusha are rather light and more easily tilled (see analyses, p. 35), and its channel near Grenada is
obstructed by sand-bars. The joint bottom of the two streams is in places over 3 miles in width, and is traversed .
by numerous and very large $loughs, rendering it difficult of access in all but the Iowest stages of water. Being
subject to anuual overflows, but little of this profusely fertile and densely-timbered plain is in eunltivation., The
second-bottom terrace, varying from 1 to 3 miles in width, and lying from 5 to 10 feet above the level of the bottom,
hence above overﬁow,_ is also highly productive, Its timber is mainly willow, water, and chestnut-white oaks, with
which, near the margin, much post and white oaks mingle. The soil is a pale-yellow loam, easily tilled, and mostly
well drained, It is occasionally traversed by low, sandy ridges, with a poor soil bearing an inferior growth of
blask-jack, post, and Spanish oaks. Thissecond-bottom land coustitutes a large body of the densely-settled farming
land south and southwest of the town of Grenada, on the waters of Beadupanbogue and Perry’s creeks, passing
inte gently undulating Ioam uplands on the water-shed between these streams and those flowing directly toward the
great bottom plain. The lands on the immediate “ bluff” of the latter are somewhat broken, and their soil differs
from those farther inland by an admixture of the calcareous loam of the  loess * formation (see analyses, p. 31), which
manifests itself by the appearance of such lime-loving trees as the tulip tree, or “poplar?”, the linden, sweet gnm,
sassafras, ete., among the oaks,

The tilled lands of Grenada county constitute 17.6 per cent. of its area, and a little over half of this amount
(61.2 per cent.) is given to cotton culture, while only two-thirds as much is devoted to corn. The cotton acreage
per sqvare mile is 57.7. The cotton product per acre (0.40 bale) is slightly less tham that of Yalobusha and
Montgomery, the adjoining counties, ’ ‘

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J. D. LEFLORE, GRENADA,

‘The chief soil is that of the black sandy bottoms of all the erecks for 10 miles around, which bears a natural growth of many kinds
of oak, hickory, walnlt, poplar, sweet gum, and ash. The soil is a blackish and black sandy loam 2 feet deep; the subsoil a yellow
clay, nob very hard, and bhecomes like the surface when turned up. It is underlaid by sand at 5 to 10 feet. The soil is early when well
drained, always canily tilled, and is best adapted to cotton and corn, the chief erops of this region, and one-half ite cultivated area is planted
with cotton. The plant grows from 5 to 8 feet high, but is mast productive at5feet. It inclinesto run to weed in wetweather. Theremedy
comsiats in barring off to cheek growth, The seed-cotton produet per acre of fresh land varies from 1,800 to 2,200 pounds; 1,425 pounds
make o 475-pound bale of lint.  After ten years’ cultivation the product is from 800to 1,000 pounds, 1,545 pounds being then necded for a bale,
and the staple is much shorter than that from fresh land. Cocklebur and crab-grass are the troublesome weeds. Not much of such land
Hes “turned out”, and it produces very well when again cultivated, ‘

' At the foot of the hills, in the western part of the county, lies the Yalahusha valley, which extends many miles up and down along the
hills. The soil is 2 blackish and black loam 1 to 2 feet deep, gencrally alike for hundreds of miles, being varied only by bodies more sandy
amd gravelly and by hodies of elayey prairie. Its natural growth is oak, gum, hickory, walnut, poplar, cypress, and in some places pine,
ete. The subsoil is yellow clay, not very ard when turned up., It contains white gravel in places, and is underlaid by sand er gravel
at5to 10 feet. Tillageis notivery difficult in wet seasens, and very easy in dry seasons. The soil is early when well drained, well adapted
to cotton and corn, and one-half its eultivated area is planted with cotton. ‘The plant attains the height of from 4 to 6 feet, but is most
productive at 44 to 5 feet, 'The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land vaties from 1,808 to 2,200 pounds; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound
bale of good middling lint. After ten years' cultivation the product varies from 800 to 1,500 pounds, and 1,545 pounds then make a 475-povkad |
Dale of lint inferior to that of fresh land. Other details are as on land previously deseribed.

The uplands are no less productive than the lowlands, and oceur in bodies of several hundred acres, bearing chiefly pine; also .
hickory and oak, The soil is a blackish and black elay loam, 1 to 2 feet thick, with a yellow clay subsoil, underlaid by sand at § to 10
feet. Bome of this land has been cultivated over forty years. Morning-glory, cocklebur, and crab-grass are the troublesome weeds. The
remaining details are as given for the lowlands, Slopes are seriously damaged by washings and gullying, and the valleys are, to some
extent, injured by the washings, To check the damage hillside ditching is practiced in some places, and with success when attended to.

Shipments are macle, as soon as cotton is ginned, by rail from Grenada to New Orleans at $3 50, or by river at $2 50 per bhale.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF M. K. MISTER, GRENADA,

About one-fourth. of the cultivated soil of this'region is the black, light, sandy soil of the second bottoms of the Yalobusha river and
tributaries. It often occursin bodies of thounsands of acres, and bears a natural growth of hickory, poplar, and white and black oaks. The
depth of soil to )change of color is, in many localities, 30 inches. The subsoil is much heavier, more clayesy, and of lighter color, but itis very
+ productiveifnot too dry. The soil is moderately well drained, always easily tilled, and iswell adapted to cotton, corn, oats, sweet and Irish
potatoes, and a grent variety of vegetables. These are the chief crops of the region. Wheat is also raised, hut isnot so certain to succeed.
About two-thirds of the cultivated arca is planted with cotton. The plant grows from 3 to 4 feet high, and when early summer is too dry
and late summer is too wet the plant inclines to run to weed, for which there is no remedy whatever. Fresh land produces 1,200 pounds of
seed-cottom per aere; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound bale of No. 1 lint, -After six to eight years’ cultivation (unmanured) the cotton yield
declines with cousfaut {illage at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum, and 1,545 pounds then make a 475-pound bale, The lint is generally
juferior, but that depends on the season, Crab-grass is the most troublesome weed. About one-sixth of such cultivated land lies ‘‘ turned
out”, but jroduces pretty well when again properly cultivated.? Slopes wash very badly, and are thys seriously damaged ; but tho washings
dolittle'or no damage to the valley lands, Efforts to chedk this damage have been entirely neglected lately, but were formerly made to great
advantage.

The uplands ave rather level, and embrace the second quality of soil. . There are also white, elayey, rolling lands, whese soil is inferior, -
The bottoms are very rich, but are liable to be overflowed once or twice annually. They produce abundantly when cultivated, but the
cotton erop is liable to Lo late, and is sometimes injured by early frosts. o

Many sell their crop as soon as it is baled, a large proportion of ®hich is sold.at Grenada, from which place it is shipped 1o New
Orleans at $3 50 per hale, ) . 315
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MONTGOMERY. :
(SBee ¢ Short-leaf pine and oak uplayds region”.)
CARROLL.
Poz;ulation: 17,795~—White, 7,831; colored, 9,964, - ' ppt Dobtom, 50 square

Area: 640 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 190 square miles; Misgigsi
miles; cape-bills, 80 square miles; brown-loam table-lands, 520 square miles; all woodland. . .
Tilled lands : 86,739 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 87,957 acres; in corn, 30,019 acres; in oatbs, 1,877 avres;

in wheat, 337 acres. X o
Cotton production: 17,423 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.46 bale, 657 pounds seed-cotton, or 219

pounds entton lint, ~ :
! Carrall county, since the formation of Le Flore in 1871, comprehends but a small area of the Mississippi bottom
plain, and its uplands are mostly undulating “table-lands”, somewhat broken near the edge of the “blufl” and
in the eastern and central portions, where the continnation of the % Duelk hill” ridge from the ad,)ncept- county of
Montgamery forms the divide letween the waters of ‘the Big Black and Yazoo rivers. The latter is sandy and
timbered with black-jack and post oaks, mingled with short-Jeaf pine, while the “blufl” lands show the nsual marks
of imcreased fertility through the admixture of the calcareous % loess” in the min gling of the poplar, linden, swaqet
guw, lurge sussafras, and sometimes walnut, with the upland oaks, The valleys of the numerous streams are wide,
and are very productive where the washing of the uplands has not been allowed to damage them.

In the southeastern portion of the county, near Vaiden especially, the pale-yellow loam of the more northerly
region beeomes of a deeper tint, evidently from the admixture of the orange-red, clayey soil of the ¢ red hills™?
character, which is prominent at the town of Vaiden. Here in the railroad cuts there appears one of the beds of
:;"*'”"""“"f;“d ", to the admixture of which with the soils the high productiveness of the “red lands?” is mainly due.
{Nee , 24 . ) . :

The uplunds in this region often come down to the bottom of the Big Black with a decided slope, but in pluces
there ntervene tracts of level hummocek or second bottom, lying 3 to 4 feet above the first bottom, and of very
variable fertility. These are nearly or quite destitute of timber, excepting small groups of post oak, and, in low
Eputs, serubby sweet gam.  The soil is a light, gray silt, unretentive, suitable for good wheat and sweet potatoes,
but nnsuited to cotton and corn (see analysis of this soil, p. 36). The main body of the first bottom in this region
Hes on the east side of the river, . : i

HOLMES,

_Zopulatio(?: 27,164.—}Whi% 6,911 ; colored, 20,253,
. Area: 750 square miles.—Woodland, all; Mississi i bottom, 205 squ iles ; ills, 6 1o miles ;
l»x~«;»¥x?ogl? tame s ao miles’. ; Dp ; quare miles ; cane hills, 60 squmq miles ;
illed lands: 204,993 acres—Area planted in ¢ 2 es ; in cor j i 1,237 neros ;
in Wit syl 204 D e otton, 62,566 acres; in corn, 37,365 acres; in oats, 1,237 acros ;
Cotton production: 30,463 hales: average cot A ; € s JOTY H
ot pedroduct X H ag ton product per acre, 0.49 l?ale 5 699 pounds sead-cofton, or 233
The featares of the upland portion of Holmes county imila
. Lhe features of the ) Y are very similar to those of Carroll (see above), yave Thals
;1:‘{,;&1:;1 Ifil‘(ht‘ﬁu?me s more gently undulatmg and the loam soil is, on the whole, somewha(t heavier a’nd( deoper‘
v ;nt‘l"ﬂ\' ;h- IX(I]l "(i t:_c:uﬂixern part (3f t}xe county o thickness of as much ag 18 and even 20 feet. The Big Black river ie-:
' “&; x{'afif;' nf:xlk L(nl:ltl : e W?]St ?)} a ‘l{umznngk ” belt from one-half to one mile wide, timbered with posi oalk, wiﬂow;
o a os sl some short-leaf pine.  From this there is & gradual ascent into a gently-undulatinge k uple
{«gmu 4 few miles in width, beyond which, on the divide; the country becomes mox{?’e hiﬁy and dillxné‘ )?{;é nll oy
ess couvenient for cultivation though apparent] t less fer ile, 1 h ; dr O UL CONSequencs,
Spanishy, il teaet Y e th el appa Y Dot less fertile, the timber being the same, viz, large post
) { scarlet o an occasional large black-jack and hick Th 't-leaf pi ’ ‘ the
higher portions of the div,iding ridge in ! nty: o Soopreaf pine b etio e
ey pu 5 ( ldge n the northern part of the county: and the southern, the ) agri A
L iy 8 0 o e B i b5, OB £ T
wmnldg tif serd-cotton per acre, and are vez; (izigg?é w.lllle]g 32;{]’1];3g53?\13’23y‘§£§§'eﬁes}'1’ produce from 1,200 to 1300
The lowland portion of Holmes conntv productive porticn. '
as l?“m:y iSkind, ot equally fon o0 q% aﬁﬁ?rggas tﬁ; xz_(l)ﬁndei?f}%lly productive portion of the ¥ az00 bottom known
enltivation s e PrOpTietors, hooeine g s quantity of its eottan product, and hence quite extensively in
malaria, atteinee) oIS, how y Tesiding mostly in the uplands, on accounrt of the peculiarly ingi
o 4, ditrihuted to the island formed by the forking of the Yazoo river near th 'th ) im0 Of the Soump o
Whe eiuon of the two streams on the southern. Tb seems that the best lity of tho & ety it ety and
amd ;ﬁ) 1;‘,"}"}""‘1111“" U\ier th%[larger portion of s b ek the best quality of the “buckshot goil» (8ee pp. 38
. At tiied Lunds of Holmeg county constitute 42 8 a 7 ‘
g};z ff‘»’*l’i“‘?“’ in »ﬂ_J'e state; 30,5 ber cent. of these lands'is ggocg:lg‘tgfcga?);omf}.‘l o oD e Standing‘ secm_ul in
 #u the average eotton product per acre, 0.49 Holmes standine ef Je.cotto_n respec men squaro. milo ig
m}nm@ in the state; but, considering the inﬂuénee 5f the H, y aDI( fag o this Y pner among the upland
thst YI“?( ﬁf&plaﬂdﬁlmone must be very mach log toney Island (Yazoo bottom) region upon this average,
* cotton product of thag lowland region ig shi ) "
aplanid portion of o ot f 8ion 18 shipped by #vater to Yazoo City or Vicksbur i [
ln i ¥ is man we ity leksburg, while that
Big Black thees iy transported on the Great Northern railroad, which he%é elogely ski‘r(i\;g 1?11113
316 ' E
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© ABSTRAOT OF THE REPORT OF CHARLES 0. THORNTON, M. D., CHEW'S LANDING.

The lands are alittle undulating, though freqiently in large aveas, with little or nofall; but as a general rule there is sufficient fall for:

. drainage. Two-thirdsof the cultivated land is blackish and black loam, ccmposed of fine silt, sand, and cliy. Itis commonly designated
black loam. The same extends 5 to 8 miles east, 10 to 20 sotith, 15 to 20 ilorth, and to the Mississippi river 76 to 100 miles west, Its.
nwbural growth is oaks, gum, elms, sassafras, waluut, holly, red-bud, cypress, pecan, ash, ironwood, and palmetto. The soil is from 3 to 5

- feet deep, THe darker soils have a lighter subsoil, while the elayey sollshave awaxier and heavier subsoil, whichis very hard when dry.

Tho underlying material at 20 to 30 feet is quicksand. In good seasons the dark and sandy lands work like an ash-bed, but the clayey

lands ave eagy to till in wet seasons, especially when in crops like tobaceo. These soils are early and warm when well drained.

The chief crops of the region are cotton, corn, potatoes, pease, pumpkins, tobacco, and vegetables ; anything that will grow elsewhere
will grow in the Yazoo bottom, The soil is equally well adapted to all. Corn will grow almost without culture, hut about two-thirds of
the cultivated part of this land is planted with cotton. With rows 43 to 5 feet apart, the plant is most productive at 5 feet high, though
it frequently grows to 10 faet. The height males little difference if it has'sutficient space. The plant inelines to run to weed when it
haa not space enough, or when the weather is excessively wet and when planted late or cultivated too much on fresh Jand, The remedy
. consists in allowing ample space between the rows and drills, laying by early, cultivating little while the plant grows rapidly, and keoping,

weeds down with hoes and shallow-plowing sweeps, ’

The geed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 1,200 to 5,000 pounds with proper caltivation, and from 1,425 to 1,665 pounds.
make & 475-pound bale of lint, After three years’ cultivation the product varies from one to three bales (400 pounds each) or 600 to 800
pounds of lint if properly enltivatéd. The staple is a little infericr, if at all different, and perhaps is not quite so silky and 2 little
conrser, though much of this is due to neglect in the seléction of seed. Cocklebur is the greatest pest; other weeds are crab-grass, morning-
glories, hog-weeds, caveless-weeds, purslane, and wild tea that pulls like twine. Nearly one-fourth of the best lands are now idle; and,
considering the small yields that are gathered from some of the best lands in the county, mueh more might as well lie idle, When again
enltivated such lands produce from 1,000 to 1,500 pounds of seed-cotton, and with early breaking and good cultivation they somebimes come:
fully up to their original standard. Lands suffer from' washings only near the foot of the hills, where several large plantations have
been nearly or quite ruined. Horizontalizing has not been suceessful as a check,

. One-sixth of the eultivated land has a surface soil of finé sili and sandy loam of a gray and yellow color. It is coextensive with the
black loam, has the same depth (3 to 5 feet) and about the same kind of growth, with perhaps wmere pecen, hickory, and oaks, and less.
gum. The underlying material is sand. ‘When too wet, the soil is mucky; when dry, it tills like an ash-bed. It is early and warm when
well drained, -and is bost adapted to corn and potatoes, but is also good for cotton, and the latter occupies from five- to seven-eighths of its
cultivated avea. The seed-cotton product of fresh land per acre varies from 800 to 1,200 pounds, and usually 1,665, or in dry seasons 1,425
pounds, make a 475-pound bale of lint, After three years’ eultivation the product varies from 1,200 to 2,000 pounds, and frequently 3,000/

. pounda ave raised. The ratio of seed to lint remains the same, but the staple is not so soft nor so silky as that from fresh land. The weeds

are the same in kind, but fewer and less luxuriant than on the black land. About one-fourth of such originally cultivated land lies.
“furned ont”. When again taken into eultivation the land does ndt produce as well unless broken eurly. '

The remaining sixth of the cultivated land, or much more than one-third of tife unimproved, eonsists of low wet lands, palmetio flats,.
and white-oak ridges, Ifis commonly désignated white “huckshot ” soil, and occurs more or less on each plantation, and bears a natural
grovwth of White oalk, hickory, ironwood, elm, bitter pecan, palmetto, grape, bambao, briers;, and vines generally. The soil is & whitish-
gray, stift' clay, 12 inches thick; the subsoil is astiff waxy, mottled clay, hard and ithpervious, which breaks into gravel-like fragments. A%
2 faot it is underlaid by a stiff mucky clay. Tillage is easy if the soil is not too wet; if dry, it is almost impossible o break it, except in
clods as large as one’s head. The soil is late and cold when well drained, aud is best adapted to cotton and pease. Cotton does not shed.
its fruit as on other land, and is not, like them, subject to drought, Nearly all the cultivated pertion is planted with cotton, as it is fit for-
Mbtle else. The plant grows from 3 to 4 feet high, and is most productive at that. It does not run to weed nor shed its fruit, nor does it
suffer from drought as on other lands. The seed-cotton product per acre varies from 400 to 1,000 pounds; 1,665 pounds malke a 475-pound
Dbale, After three years' cultivation the product varies from 200 to 800 pounds, The ratio of seed to lint remains the same, but the staple
is conrser than that of fresh lands, and generally eoarser than that of other lands. The cocklebnr is the most troublesome weed ; it grows.
where nothing else will. ‘ -

Nearly one-half of such land originally cultivated has been *turned out”. It produces bub little better after rest, and the fitst five
yoars of cultivation generally exhausts it. This land resists washing as would a rock, and would be benefited by the intermixture of an
ocean of sand.

Cotton on the lowlands or flats where there is great moisture suffers from rust and sheds greatly, and is perhaps more affected by
onrly frosts than on aplands; but the correspondent coneludes, from his twenty years’ experience as an experimental farmer and cotton
planter, that the most serions hinderances to profitable cotton culture are due mors to the methods of cultivation than to soil or climate..
Alternations of wet and dry extremes cause shedding of forms, squares, and blooms; but this, ho helieves, wonld not be so did not thatr
partial hard-pan formed by the plow-soles repeatedly running at the same depth prevent the roots from descending far enougl to be
bayond the reach of, and unaffected by_,' those sudden surface changes. With snitable treatment these lands are not excelled in yields by
any in the world: Cotton shipments continue from October to March, by steamboat generally, to New Orleans, at §1°50 per bales; also,.
to Yazoo City at 75 cents, and to Vicksburg at $1 per bale. ‘ . .

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J. W. 0. SMITH, BENTON.

The lowlands of the county comprise the first and second bottoms of the cresks. The soil of the first bottom is a black alluvial,
with much decayed vogetable matter, The growth is walnut, hickory, pecan, maguolia, beech, holly, water, live, and whitc oaks,
buckeys, cucumber tree, ete. The subsoil is a yellowish or bluish clay, nearly impervious to water unless disturbed.

The chief goil of the conunty is the hilly uplands, which comprises ahout 80 per cent. of the area, and has a timber growth of white,.
red, hlack, and overcup oaks, hickory, poplar, and dogwood. The subsoil is a yellowish clay at but froma® to 6 inches from the surface..

Tillage is difficult in wet seasons, but easy in dry. The soil is eaily when well drained, is best adapted to cotton, and seven-tenths:
of its cultivated ares is planted with the same., The nsual and mosb productive height of the plant is 4} or 5 feet. Frequent light surface
cultivation in moist, warm weather inclines the plant to run to weed. The remedy is deep onltivation to cut the lateral roots and check
the plant’s growth while the moisture continues, and this is not likely to cause shedding of youngbolls. The seed-cotton product peracre:

- of fresh land varies with the land from 1,200 to 3,000 pounds; 1,665 o 1,780 pounds make a 475-pound bale of fair lint.if free of trash.
After two years’ cultivation the profdugt is from & to 10 per cent. more; and g little less is ieeded to imake abale. Crab-grass, pﬂﬁ}y&he, and
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i -fourth of jhe
i ; ; tton cannot bo cultivated., About one
. . ; there is a sod of Bermuda grass co : bo ¢ o i
. th%.m«r: tdi;‘gggie;(;ie,n::;dli;vkexmeel out”, and produce very well when agm]x; cuHtuvat;teg.gostl(;)ggsngecitﬁ 1:0 bys';he wuﬁhings.
originally cultivate L e et of ‘ | .
o - : e et 4 hllad : i gt of the lands horo
Wahm]ugS zm;; gltﬂtmzll{:écﬁpti?:ll;g?;: ?s]:f\t;de;,ﬂ z?n‘d son;e efforts at hillside ditching have met with poor success. Most of the
Very little effort to ¢ g ¢
' ot i ine : ili i re from tho wost-
. r‘:‘:ftetd' M:tiht?aﬁgirﬁg::;;{ ii'pefg:ws';fc the Ll,‘)[issiésippi river; for during snch overflows the ﬁrgvz;l;:%l‘xlnéﬁeaggr :hn Bt
st ud. aro L ‘ i ich ipi time fhere comes a co T .
v avi i ture, which is precipitated every ‘ i r e
trops v . :tutgnm;:eorl;e‘gol:ghlsgleua:;t;ezzw Co;ton is shipped in November and December, by steantboat, to New Orleans $
€rops are ¢ s y y .

pate: YAZOO.

(See “Mississippi alluvial region”)

MADISOR.
(8ee ¢ Central prairie regien”.)

MISSISSIPPI ALLUVIAL REGION.'

i i . i * 10ME
(Embraces the following counties and parts of counties: North of Vwksburg—#;nﬁ?ﬁ, tgle %]?Cfl(i;l es?*m%][azoo:
Quitman, Panola,* Tallahatchie, Grenada,* Le Flore, Sunflower, :Pohv_:u:, ’*?A dfﬁns ¥ o Wiikiuson.’*)
Sharkey, Issaquena, and Warren;* south of Vlcksbm-g]—-()lm.borne, Jeﬁqxson, £ : a i omdond
The counties of this region are very similar in their topographical and a.gncultumlhfeaé l;lmlses; c;séi 1,)16 o e
avoid a very large amount of unnecessary repetition, their descriptions are made as shor I )
reader is referred to the more general deseription in the first part of this report. .

TUNICA.

Population: 8,461.—White, 1,256; coloredi) 7gt205. ded .

Aren: 440 square miles.—All Mississippi bottom ; wooded. i . i

Tilled lands : 39,318 acres.—Area planted in. cottoix, 29,881 acres; in corn, 9,447 acres; {dn oats, {13711{;(:;.68(;1‘ -~

Cotton production: 18,008 bales; average cotton produet per acre, 0.60 bale, 855 pounds seed-cotton, :

ounds cotton lint. . S

d Tunica is the most northerly of the alluvial counties, and is bordered on the west by the MlSSlel}?[}l 11‘v01]',.wi]_1i1c15
on the east the cane bills lie along a portion of the border. The surface is very level.  Its eastern portion is 1() 1 k,l. 10(
southward by the Coldwater river, a tributary of the Yazoo, and interspersed with numerous lakes and bavy 01158.
The entire country is heavily timbered with the usual bottom growth, and is sparsely settle_(l,_.except‘ nloyg: “,m
immediate Mississippi river front, where also lie the large cotton plantations. The average of tilled le.m.n(ls or the
county at large is 89.3 acres per square mile, and of these 67.9 acres are given to the cultivation of cothl:

DE S0TO.
(See ¢ Brown-loam table-lands ”.)

COAHOMA.,

Population: 13,568.—White, 2,412 colored, 11,156, _ .
Area: 500 square miles.—Mississippi bottom, 416 square miles; dogwood ridge, 84 square miles; Wooclltm(;'l._
Filled lands : 51,741 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 32,964 acres; in corn, 14,297 acres; in oats, 138 acres; in
wheat, 76 acres, ' » ‘ '
C’(ition production : 26,287 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.80 bale, 1,140 pounds seed-cotton, or 38
pounds cotton lint, ‘ :
Coahoma is one of the river counties of this region, and is interspersed with lakes, bayous, and creeks, which
mostly flow southward and are tributary to the Yazoo river. Of these streams the Sunflower river is the fm‘gcst.
The surface of the county is level, with the exception of Dogwood ridge, on the east, is subject to overfloew whoen
not protected by levees, and is heavily timbered with the usnal swamp growth. The lands comprise the alluvial
loams and buckshot soils described in the general part of the report, and alon g the river front are largely under
cultivation, cotton comprising the chief erop., The Dogwood ridge allnded to is a low i dge above overflow, trending
in an irregular course north and south, with a width varying from 2 to & wiles, and having a light sand ¥y and deep
soil, timbered with a growth of dogwood, sweet gum, holly, ash, sassafras, and brickly pear. The lands under
cultivation average 103.4 acres per square mile for the county at large, and of this namber 65.9 acres are given to
~cotton.  The large plantations, however, lie along the river front, convenient to shipping facilities.

; QUITMAN.
J}:opulam?: 1’407-__Y hite, 592; colored, 815, , . ‘
rea: square miles.—Mississippi bottom, 395 Square miles ; dogwood ridge, 5 square miles : woodland.
gzﬁﬁ la?ld;.;wf;._ﬂ‘l a)cggg.—gAlrea planted in 'cZ)tton, 8,420 acres ;’ in corn, 1,477 a’cres? in oats, 24 acres,
production: 2,337 bales; average cotton product .68 ‘ -cot o ¥
Dﬁﬂﬂgﬂ o Broduc » 5 g broduct per acre, 0.68 bale, 969 poupds seed-cotton, or 393
Juitman connty borders Coahoma on the east, ity eastern bonndary-line reaching to within a few mileé; of the
bluﬂ’ra:ﬁ;un. The surface is very level, is drained by the Goldwater river, which flows southward, and by its numerons
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creeks and bayous, and is heavily timbered with a swamp growth of sweet gum, swamp-chestnut oak, some white
-oak, holly, and an undergrowth of cane. While most of the ‘county is subject to overflow, there is a great deal of
high and sandy land along the streams, nearly all of which is under cultivation, yielding large crops of cotton.
The lowlands are chiefly dark loams or bunckshot clays, and are very highly productive when properly drained.
¢ White land” also occurs in some localities, having a sweet gum and swamp-chestnut oak growth. Along the
Tallahatchie river the bottom lands are from 10 to 15 miles wide, and have a light yellowish sandy loam seil. The
average of lands under tillage for the county at large is 14.2 acves per square mile, and of these 8.5 acres are
given to the culture of cotton. : ’

PANOLA.

(See “ Brown-loam table-lands”.) /

TALLAHATCHIE,

Population: 10,926.~—White, 4,168 ; eolored, 6,758, :

Area: 640 square miles,—Mississippi bottom, 549 square miles; cane hills, 53 square miles; dogwood ridge,
38 square miles; all woodland. :

Tilled lands: 42,5601 acres.—Area planted in cotton,22,463 acres; in corn, 16,169 aeres; in oats, 772 acres; in
wheat, 108 acres,- :

Cotton production: 11,570 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.52 bale, 741 pounds seed-cotton, or 247

pounds cotten lint,
Tallahatchie county, lying in the eastern part of the region, includes within its limits a large area of the high
bluff lands described in the general part of this report. By far the greater part of the county, however, is covered

by the level and heavily-timbered swamp lands of the alluvial region with the exception of the narrow and sandy .

Dogwood ridge which crosses the southwest corner, The county is drained southward by the Coldwater river and
its several tributaries.
The lands under cultivation are found chiefly on the bluff uplands, and here, too, the greater part of the

poepulation reside. It is thought that about 15 per cent. of the total area of this bluff section and from 1 te 5 per

cent. of the alluvial region is planted in cotton.
" The average of tilled lands for the county at large is 66.4 acres per square mile, of which 35.1 acres are in
cotton, _

GRENADA. .
(See ‘“Brown-loam table-lands?.)

LE FLORE.

Population : 10,246.—White, 2,230 ; colored, 8,016, . - '
Area: 610 square miles,—Mississippi bottom, 434 square miles; dogwood ridge, 176 square miles ; woodland.
Tilled lands : 40,158 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 17,780 acres; in corn, 10,965 acres; in oats, 76 acres,

Cotton production : 11,925 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.67 bale, 954 pounds seed-cotton, or 318

.

pounds cotton lint.

Le. Flore county, lying in the eastern part of the alluvial region, is entirely included in it, though bordered on -

the east by the bluft region. The Dogwood ridge, here reaching its maximum width of from 5 to 8 miles, passes
north and south threugh the county, is low, and has a sandy loam soil timbered with dogwood, sweet gum, holly,
ash, sassalras, ete. ' ‘ ,

The rest of the county is low and swampy, is heavily timbered except in small spots or “ prairies ” (which seem to
be old Indian mounds and “ clearings ”), and is subject te overflow. _

The coanty is sparsely settled with an average of 16.8 persons per square mile, the average ef tilledl lands
being 65.8 acres per square mile. - Cotton is the chief crop, its average being 29.1 acres per square mile,

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF JOHN A. AVENT, GREENWOOD,

The lands of the county comiprise two varieties of soil, a black sandy loam and heavy clay putty-like soil (second class). Thé Dlack sandy
s0ilis chiefly cultivated. The same extends 50 miles west, 20 east, and about 100 north and south; and covers three-fourths of this region,
Tts natural growth is gnm, oak, hickary, cottonwood, ash, box-elder, ironwood, and cano, The soil is a black, fine sandy and gravelly
loaw 30 inches deep. The subsoil is an impervious, putty-like clay, contains white gravel, and is underlaid by sand at 10 feet, The chief
erops of this region are cotton and corn.  The soil is easily tilled, oxcept when too wet. It iill-drained, but early and warm, and is best
adapted to cotton, three-fourths of its cultivated area being planted with the same. The usual and most productive height of the plant
is from 4 to 5 feot, and it inclines to run to weed when rains are excessive in Apgust. The prodnet per ncre of fresh land ig 2,000 pounds of
geed-cotton ; 1,000 pounds make n 475-pound bale of good middling lint. After fen years! cultivation (nnmanured) the produet is 1,500
pounds, and 1,780 pounds then make a bale of lint slightly superior td that of fresh land, Qne-tenth of such originally cultivated land has
been *¢ turned out”, bub produces well wheén again cultivated, The most troublesoms weed is crab-grass. The soil washes and gullies
readily on slopes, but they are not seriously damaged yet ; neither are the valleys by washings. .

Cotton is shipped during the picking season by steamboat, genetally to New Orleans, at $1 50 per bale,

) }

SUNFLOWER.

Population: 4,661.~—White, 1,764; colored, 2,897. . ) .
Area: 720 square niles.—Mississippi bottom, 708 square miles; dogwood ridge, 12 square miles ; woodland.

Tilled lands : 13,998 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 7,107 acres; in corn, 3,730 acres; in oats, 80 acres. :
" Ootton production : 5,707 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.80 bale, 1,140 pounds seed-cotton, or 380

pounds cotton lint.

'

- 319
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Lvid i0] 8 surface is very level,.
i ing i tral part of the alluvial region. Its very love
o iR s put long county lying in the cen ] A . anty is drained
.ﬁlsgﬁggwlfiigllﬁa: ﬁﬁfég‘;long thg larger streams; the lowlands are subqut }vg v;);glglﬂggam’gg(; 1?3 n g)tex‘spursud
w1 ‘tl ward by the Sunflower river and its tributaries, thongh the gx;ea,tgr par (is jow and 8 being‘sonwwlubt Sy of
rsf)-ltxl ;u any lakes. The lands of the swamps are what are termed  white lands s ol SOmERS St o
3 lmf“,'fgh:‘ color, aud underlaid by a whitish close-1:\61(13l%redtclla»y(,1 Wl%g ]ref%g;slét{%allgglalm : émp rise © white lands "
Vg RELY L83 . 3, Jands a lg v, S 3 ( : :
ompirises sweet gum and swamp-chestnut oak, The front-lan the strea ) ! G s
4’(2;11111:1 I::e: hl?tiict ﬁ;:)?e If;a%dy halviug an additional timher growth of hickary, llol%%r,‘wililaolg)galgii I;l;%go 10,“ samo
ix’h :Lluﬁ “m undergrowth of’c*me These front-lands only are under cultivation, the swamjy )
™l ¢ « = «f .
RN d lation being 6.5 per 5 and that of tilled Jand 19.4 acres
' i ; d Ter : eing 6.5 persons Jan :
‘he eounty is sparsely settled, the average of population . . : vg of tilled Jand - actos
per »}13(11&01‘::& 1 ’.L‘lfe lands in cotton average but 9.9 acres pér square mile. The northern half of the county

# bandly inhabited, )
BOLIVAR.

Population : 18,652, White, 2,694 colored, 15,958,

Avrea: 900 square miles.—All Mississippi bottem; Wood,ed. ) 9 ncres: 1n onts. 187 acres.

}sz«l tands - 73,467 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 43,330 acres; in ceyp, 167(;2%9",;"1@5’ is gg{,‘gfﬁ&;ﬁ‘;“ﬁ 300

Cottan production: 36,419 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.84 bale, 1,197 pounds sce s :

sunds cotton lint, o ) . . T i fle s .

Immiﬁf.;ﬁmr county lies along the eastern side of the Mississippi river, and is entbirely uwh{deg}ﬂw ghn:[ 1,1111;31 321“;1‘1&):\.&
vegion.  Its sarface is very level, with higher lands along the river, and is heavily bfmbere‘c w\Vl i} ‘1(3 8 ](F"lf; i l‘hld
growth, Sunflower river enters the county & short distance on the east in its \_sm}th.\m%d‘. COUISO, W :i o tho
:‘:m‘ml portion are the headwaters of Deer ereek, which flows “parallel with the MlSS{SSlppl river 1fmoug,, El&m '(15} i
aounties on the south, A few small bayous enter the latter river, but the d?mngmgg is mostly to the south. i W0
entire connty is dotted over with small lakes, especially in the eastern half, which is little else than a g{'eaiy; EAY ibl;)l}p,
seareely inhabited, and subjeet to overflows. The Jands of the county lm'gelsf emb.mce }3110]@{017 clays in tho
Iowlands, covered on the higher portions along the river by light allavial loams from 6 to 8 feeb thick. ] ‘

The lands nuder cultivation for the county at large average 81.6 acres per square mile, and of {;hqso.f}.&} acres
are given to the culture of cotton. The cotton plantations, however, lie chiefly adjoining the Mississippi river,
convenient to transportation,

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF G. W. WISE, CONOORDIA.,

As far as productiveness is concerned, it is hard to tell which is bhetter, the black sandy loam or the hlack buckshot” soil, ns neithor v
bi: excelled.  These together constitute about four-fifths of this region and extend from 50 to 75 wiiles up and down the Missiastppi river
and about 10 miles eagt of it. Its natural growth is chiefly sweet gum and hackberry, and some elm, oak, ash, cottoiwood, ote. Koth
soils are blaek or blackish; one is fine sandy loam, the other is a stiff) clayey loam, Their depthe vary from 13 o 9 feet.  Mho subsoil ia.
apparently heavier, but when exposed to the sun and air 6 becomes like the surface soil, They are tndexlaid by sand or elay,  The
beavier soil contains black pebble, .

Tillage ig always eagy except in wet seagons, The soil is early and warm when well drained, bub mosb of it is ill-dvainod, Jobten
and corn are the chief erops, Both do well, but the soil seems best adapted to cotton, and hve-sixths of ite cultivated nion (Fhe samo is.
true of other soils here) is planted with cotton. The plant usually attaing the height of 4 to 5 feet on the “buckshot”, 6 to 7 foot on the
black sandy soil, and 8% to 43 feet on the white sandy soil. Tt inclines to rum to weed on fresh land or when July and Angust are vory
ruiny. No remedy has here bepn tried except shallow cuttivation, and this s believed to he the best remedy. The sesd-cetton product por
acre of fresh land is 1,500 pounds (gathered), Dut sometimes g part is destroyed by raing or by eatly frosts; from 1,545 to 2,135 pounds.
make a 475-pound bale of lint, Aftep twenty years’ cultivation (unmanured) the product varies from 1,300 to 1,800 pounds, and about
1,780 pounds then make a bale of lint slightly better than that from fresh land, Yellow-top and the morning-glory are the mosttronhlasome
weeds; the Iatter being worst on the sandy land. Perhaps one-twentieth of such land originally cultivated now los ¢ “turned. onwd ?, hut 16
produess just as well as 6ver, excepting the first crop, which is uncertain,

Abont one-fifth of this region along the river consists of z whitish-gray or wuddy-yellow fne sandy loam, ‘This renchos wp and. down,
ax fur as the land Iast deseribed, but doeg nob extend so far east or back from the river. Its growth is cotbonwood, hackborr , ash, olm,
and cane,  This seil varies from 2 to 10 feet in depth. When 10 feet deep, it is generally followed by quicksand; when 2 foot; ) it I8 nndeytald
by 3_(‘18){&3}' submail; and in either case quicksand prevails at 10 to 20 feet. The soil is easily tilled, is early, warm, gonerally well drnined,.
and is best adapted to cotton, The plant wsually grows about 5 feet high, but is most productive at 43 feet. Tho seed-cotton prodnot
por aere of fresh land, or after twenty years’ cultivation, varies from 1,200 to 1,500 pounds, a‘ccording to seasons, The morning-glory ia.
the tmubm.sc)mﬁ w:aed. Not much of this land ig +* torned oub®.  Other details are ag on the soils before deseribed, S

) There in qansxdﬁmble swamp, whita oak, and hickory land occurring in bodies from 10 miles east of the river to the uplaads. It
ehief growth is x.swam?, white o.alf, Il.wkoryZ elm, and some red oak, guw, pecan, and cane. The 80il is & sandy loam of a whitish.gray
ealor, & mehps thick. The snlisoil is lighter in color and material, and is nndeslaid by white or yellowish sandy clay. ‘

o Tilwfe i easy, more so w?xen dr’y than wet, The soil is early and warm, hut ill-drvained, and iy beet adapted to
T ;;: bxzrf;ahggg Iﬁ«::df:wfgggz; e; ;J:éih; :];ﬁza;n:% ’by thz cotton-pl;?ut is flom 37} to 4 feet, T_he at?gd-cob}ton product per acre of fresh land
i 1, pound bale of lint. After fen years’ cultivation the product varies from 1,000 to 1,500

;;m:u}d&,l ;; li?lﬁ le;w is need.ed' to make b bale, and ’Ehe staple is a little hetter, Crab-grass is the troublesame weed. Not move thon
jﬁ;;;»:w}i th‘; oﬁf@i;m on;f;;;ljly tc};xltwa(tled u«;w hesxl “turned out”; it improves by rest, produeing better for the firgt two or threo
yeurs, T 1 the sandy soils produce best, but they cannot endure dronght as the “buckahot* 5 ‘
| goad‘ ; E: oil, and in ver
wet g(im:;za tlw B}[ﬁaat wmatnm?s takes thfs secom_l growth. . Therefore the buckslot” goil ig best in either extremes of wet Oi?’ dry seusonﬂy
e : n’m pped at all times, by river chiefly, te New Oxleans, at 75 conts to $1 25 per bile, '

cotton and vegatablos,
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WASHINGTON.

Y
- Population: 25,367.—White, 3,478; colored, 21,889.

Area : 900 square miles.——All Mississippi bottom; wooded.

Tilled lands : 95,893 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 60,409 acres; in corn, 16,515 acres; in oats, 65 acres.

Cotton production : 54,873 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.87 bale, 1,239 pounds seed-cotion, or 413,
pounds cotton lint, ' ‘

‘Washington county extends eastward from the Mississippi river to the Yazoo, the greater part, howerver,
bordering the former river. It is entirelyincluded within the alluvial region, and is watered by the Big Sunflower
river, Deer creek, and Black bayou, all flowing southward into the Yazoo river. The Mississippi river receives
scarcely any drainage water from the county direct, the lands along its border being higher than elsewhere. The
general surface of the county is very level and heavily timbered with bottom growth. In the eastern part of the
-county, from about half way between Deer creek and Sunflower river, the variety of land known as white land
jprevails. The soil is mostly rather sandy, but is underlaid by a stiff, white clay, and has a growth of sweet gum
-and swamp-chestnut oak. The banks of the Sunflower are low, and have a sandy loam soil. To the westward the
‘buckshot clays are found overlying this clay, and, with the still higher alluvial loams of the streams, are the chief
lands under cultivation, The lowest lands are cypress swamps. Cotton is the principal crop of the county, its
-acreage on the west embracing from 15 to 20 per cent. of the total area of that section. For the county at large
the average is 70.5 acres per square mile out of an average of 106.5 acres of tilled lands. Washington is the second
4 l%%nnel; ctounty” of the state in its average product per acre, and ranks as fourth among the counties of all the
«cotton states,

HOLMES.
(See ¢ Brown-loam table-lands”,)

YAZOO.

Population: 33,845.—White, 8,498; colored, 25,347. '

Area: 1,000 square miles.—Mississippi bottom, 430 square miles ; cane hills, 260 square miles; brown-loam
rtable-lands, 310 square miles; all woodland. :

Tilled lands: 156,228 acres.—Area-planted in cotton, 83,184 acres; in corn, 38,207 acres ; in oats, 454 acres.
: COotton production: 48,321 bales; average cotton produet per acre, 0.58 bale, 828 pounds seed-cotton, or 276
pounds cotton Iint, |

Yazoo county is almost evenly divided between the uplands and the lowlands traversed by the Yazoo and
lower portion of the Big Sunflower river, the fertility of which is scarcely less noted than that of Honey island.
‘The uplands are of two chief types. In the eastern and northeastern part there are brown-loam ¢ table-lands?,
traversed more or less by higher ridges, on which the loam stratum is thin, and therefore liable to damage by
dillside washes cutting into the nnderiying sand. On the westward slope of the divide between the Yazoo and the
Big Black these are timbered with black-jack and post oaks, with occasional pines, while on the lower slopes and ~
broader ridges the black, Spanish, and scarlet oaks, with hickory, predominate. Toward the westward slope of the
«livide between the Yazoo and Big Black rivers, in the western and southern parts of the county, the influence
-of the ealcareous silt of the ‘¢ cane hills? becomes perceptible in the admixture of lime-loving trees with the oak
timber (see Holmes county), and the country assumes the character of the ¢ waluunt-hills” region near Vieksborg,
{See.description of cane-hills region and of Warren county.) |

The tilled lands of Yazoo amonnt to 24.4 per cent. of the total area. The form of the returns does not admit
-«of the segregation of the lowlands from the uplands, and hence it is not possible %o draw definite conclusions
regarding the relative statistics of production. The high cotton produet per acre (0.58 bale) as compared with the
adjoining county of Madison (0.38 bale) shows the influence ot the lowland plantations upon this factor; and asthe
uplands. are apparently as well settled as are those of Holmes, adjoining on the north, the remarkable difference in
the proportion of tilled lands, as compared with Holmes, seems to be attributable to the thinly-settled lowlands.
‘Over one-half of the tilled area (53.2 per cent.) is occupied by cotton, against only 30.5 in Holmes, and less than
«one-half as much is given to the produection of corn. The cotton acreage per square mile is, however, essentially
the same in.both counties (83.2 and 83.4).

.Cotton shipments are made chiefly by steamers down the Yazoo river to Vieksburg or New Orleans, and some
«¢otton is sold to commission merchants at Yazoo City. Freight per bale to New Orleans, $1 25.

-

ABSTRACT OF REPORT OF J. W. O. SMITH, BENTON,

The uplands of the county are hilly and rolling and well timhered, having a growth of white, black, red, and overcup oaks; hickory,
:poplar, and dogwood. ‘

The lowlands of the county comprise the first and second bottoms of Spring creek, the former having a black sandy alluvial soil,
the second bottom, ortable-lands, having a yellow loam subsoil, with 3 to 6 inches of black humus on the surface, These bottoms have
- growth of walnut, hickory, magnolia, beech, pecan, holly, bickeye, cucumber tree, and water, live, and white oaks.

The table-lands and hills having the black vegetable mold soil and yellow-loam subsoil are the chief lands devoted to cotton culture,
.and comprise 80 per cent. of the county area, embracing all of the lands except the swamps of the creeks and Big Black river, The soil
s & bwdf-colored, eoarse sandy or clayey loam, 8 inches in depth, with a heavier yellowish clay subsoil nearly impervious to water unless
disturbed by the plow, contains hard, white and reddish pebbles, frequently mixed with shells on creele bluifs, and is underlaid by sand and
sgravel, The-soil ia.easily tilled if dry, difficult if wet; is early whon well drained, and is best adapted to cotton. Abont 70 per cent. of

2y 0 . 3
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ichi : eat high, and is most produetive at that height. : :

the cultivated land i? devotedto;ﬁfgf 'gﬁlﬁéiﬁzgﬁgﬁgﬁ :ﬁri’:ce plo%vi’ng, may be sustained by C.lec?p pLowing, to out tho roots mmb
e o in' mowt: oz Wtinues, and is not likely to shed young bolls, even though the roots he injured. . rod fo et o
sheck growth while moisture con ! from fresh land is from 1,200 to 3,000 pounds; from 1,720 to 1,780 pounds are require p‘x ulo

o m’wtw{l produc_t PerAtlf(ére two years' cultivation the produnet of seed-cotton is from 5 to 10 pexr cent. better .tlum the firgt y(,ur; .
475-pound bale of mx(‘i'dling hﬂtj te: a‘:onywhen the seeds are large) are then required to malke a 475-pound bale of lint, whieh ('1003 nnt‘
e o s then Bt vones v, éa.reléss purslane, silk, and crab-grass are the most tronblesome weeds, and whero th_ora ‘J‘H'JL ‘mn,1
ot Dermade. gras yem:s cr‘:g;not be culéivated. Probably about 25 per cent, of such land originally culL;i vated now Hos ¢ tuy nv m};
e grwi COtl - ;:) n again brought under tillage. The slopes wash very much where not cultivated, and aro dzmmgm
uut.-", \alnd I:;‘lﬁuxczlslez'?irznitn?u:;deto %mm 30 to 50 per cent. of their value, but very little has been doue to chock the damage, ns the
seriously. : ed ¢
Tﬁut@rf? " n?t o ot ﬁigeh.ﬂl d%m;?:fnﬁ; corn, sorghum, and pease. No circumstances of “local climate” influenco the cotton crop,

n'm ear ‘31:;)1{)5 Ct‘fx tMai :s(;:;; Sl;i river ove;-ﬂows’ theswamp; then, as ourspring and sammer winds are west-southwest, the gbmosph?rn
ﬁ:;?llga{:?;‘l;ie? witeh x:oiatfre, every chilly wave from the cold regions causes » shower and makes the averflow aprings in tho:

ississippi ings i t uplands.
seissippi bottoms and causes wetb springs in the adjacent up
e Shg);m&nts are made in November and December by steamboat to New Orleans at §1 25 per hale.

The plant, inclined:

SHARKEY.

Population: 6,306~ White, %1’4”&57 po{orefiﬁ 4£01.* wooded

Area: 540 square miles.—All Mississippi bottom . _ ; . P

}5??4 I:md;? 23,328 acres.~Area planted in cotto’n, 17,041 acres; in corn, 7,540 acres ; in oats, 35 acres, . 504
‘otton production: 14,162 hales; average cotton product per acre, 0.83 bale, 1,182 pounds seed-cotton, or 394

w4

1ds eotton lint, S . e
puurgﬁsa;ﬁf}t-)’naln itnland alluvial county, is separated from the Mississippi river by the county of I :ssacp‘u.‘a'nfm.‘ Iji";'
surfuce is very luvel, is well timbered with botvom growth, and is drained southward by the Little Sn_nilm\veg iver and
Deer creek, “The lands of the eastern half of the county seem to be of the low and swampy “ white land v 1'12\1.;‘,- .
eomprising rather sandy soils and white clay subsoils, with a growth of sweet gum, swamp-chestnut, oul, ete,  Tha
banks of the Sunflower ave rather low, and have a light-gray sandy loam soil and a growth of sweet guny, majle, alin,
and hackberry. Inthe western half, along Deer creek, the lands are chiefly buekshot clays, covered with sand ¥ s0ils.
near some of the streams. The prevailing growth on this Jand is sweet gum, hackberry, and cottonwood, Wwith an
undérgrowth of cane and bamboo. On the sandy portions there is boney-locust, syeamore, and cottonwood, with
less amount of cane, . , . .

The bnckshot lands along Deer creek comprise the principal cotton lands of the county, and abovae Rolling
Fork are wide and generally in cnltivation. The lands under cultivation for the county at large average 43,2 neres.
per sinare mile, and of these 31.6 acres are given to cotton,

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF TITOMAS T, 800TT, ROLLING FORI.

Two-thirds of the land is sandy alluvial, one-fourth is alluvial “Ybuckshot”, and one-tiwelfth is waxy or pubty-lilke praivie, The.
sandy ulluvial occupying the margins of streams is called front-land, and has & natural growth (as have the other soils) of four spoecion of
oak, axb, pecan, cypress, and hackberry. The soil is 2 fine silt and sandy loam of a brown and black coloy from 2 to 20 feed dosp, and {tho
underlying materia) s searcely different, except that it has more or less stratified pipe-clay. The chief crops of thisregion ave cotton , torn,
rice, and sorghum. This seil is sarly, warm, well drained, easily tilled, and is best adapted to cotton and corn, but the other erops can Lo
satisfactorily and profitably produeed, !

Two-thirds of its eultivated avea is planted with cotton. On all lands here the plant usually attains the hoight off G to 8 foot (the
razimum is 10), but is most yroductive af from 5 fo 6feet, In very moist or moderately wet seasons, and with elean eultivation, the plant
inelines 1o run to weed. On this and the next soil deseribed it can e remedied Dy running one farrow with u subsoil colier midway
between vows and eutting luteral roots, The seed-cotton product Per acre of fresh land varies from 2,500 to 4,000 ponnds 5 L5345 pounds.
{on 511 poils here) make g 475-pound baleof lint. After twenty years' enltivation (uumanured) the yields vary from 2,000 to 2,600 ponnds,.
and 1,455 pounds (on a1l old soils here) make a 475-pound bale of Lint which rates a grade helow that of fresh land, exceptiin coso of the t hird-
named soil, where it equals that of fresh land. The difference is in the length of the staple. ‘The troublesome weody ara oral-grass,.,
rag-weed, and hog-weed, One-twentieth of such cultivated land is at present nsed for summer pasturage, It ¥ields 2,500 pounds of aoed~
tutton when again cultivated, ’ ‘

The alluvial buckshat soil compriges one-third of the county area, extending to its limits, its growth is similar to that of tho soil
already {!e@tri'l'md. The soil is a mahogany, blackish, and black-clay loam, 5 feet thick, wnderlaig by pipe-clay, The soll is late, warm,
well drained, is vasily tilled except iu wet seasons, and is best adapted to cotton and corn, Four-fifths of its eu‘lhivu’ced nren is p]nl,nwd in'
eotton.  The seed-cotton product pber acre of freeh 1and is 2,500 pounds; after twenty years’ eultivation it s 2,000 pounds, As weeds anel
visekleburs are most tronblegoms, nong of this land lies “turned out”, but it improves, when rested, about 25 1’301' sent, ° V

) ';:‘h'a lack wazy or putty-like prairis Ifas 12 to 24 inches of soi] resting npon a leachy, sandy mold. The soii ia Inte, cold, M-drained,.
mud diffienlt t‘o plow when too wet, Itis beat adapted to cotton and corn, and all that is cultivated ig planted with cotton The plant
grova f“ # height of 6 or 8 feet, and is most productive at 5 to 6 feat, The product ber acre is equal to that of the soil last 1 etk *I ut
1hie wail doea not Asteriorate durin - s’ ivati . : desoribed, but

ring twenty years cultivation, and the staples from fresh and 0ld land are equal in quality, Begwar lea
and mmikaum IR MOst troublesome a8 weeds, One-half of this land originally enltivated now leg turned ont”, * v =

The climnte ia favorabile to eotion growing, Daring the fruiting season a Qamp atmosphere prevails durin g evenin & hight, and ently

:?z:m‘;'z ;:j ?;v;i: ?:f;n?; tﬁ;ii&ommmiﬁi :r.i(l z:;nséxin.e or dryh and parching heat, that is absolutely necessary to the successful produotion of
) viga . s . '
#2 75 per bala: akso to Vicksburg, gabie during the year. Cotton ia shipped by water, from December to June, to New Orlonans, nt

widd
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'

ISSAQUENA.

Population: 10,004.—White, 826 ; colored, 9,178,

Area: 390 square miles.—All Mississippi bottom.

Tilled lands: 32,639 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 18,293 acrés; in ecorn, 3,849 acres; in oats, 17 acres.

Ootton production: 16,150 bales; average -cotton product per acre, 0.88 bale, 1,254 pounds seed-cotton, or 418
pounds cotton lint. _

"~ Issaquena is a narrow river county, having the shape of the letter L, the foot reaching eastward to the Yazoo
river. The surface of the county is level and subject to overflow, against which a system of levees have been built.
The drainage is southward through Steels bayou, Deer creek, and their tributaries. Numerous lakes occur in the
lowlands. The lands embrace a front-land along the streams of light sandy or loam soils, and a back-land of stiff
buekshot clays oceupy the lowland away from the streams. The growth here is sweet gum and Spanish oalk,
with a dense undergrowth of cane, The soil along the Mississippi is a dark, sandy loam, 1 or 2 miles wide, mostly
cultivated. The immediate banks are sandy, and have an alimost exclusive growth of cottonwood trees,

The lands under cultivation average 83.7 acres per square mile, and of these 46.9 acres are given to the culture
of cotton. The cotton plantations lie chiefly along the river, covering from 15 to 20 per cent. of the total area of
that section. In average product per acre Issaquena ranks as first in the state and third among the cotton
counties of all the cotton states. :

ABSTREAQL FROM THE REPORT OF W. E, COLLINS, MAYERSVILLE.

The lands embraced in this deseription are of the alluvial plain of the Mississippi river, and extend baclk from the river for 4 miles
to Steele bayou. They embrace black buckshot and sandy loams of the river bank. The chief one is the black buckshot, which occupies
fully two-thirds of the region, extending from the upper line of Bolivar to the lower line of Issaquena county, The soil is black when first
turned up, changing to light gray, and is about 20 inches deep; the subsoil, to a depth of 4 feet resembling red clay, is the buckshot proper,
crumbling into small pieces about the size of buckshot after being exposed to the sun and air, This is underlaid by fine sand to a depth
of 6 feet, and then by blue mud., The timber growth is cottonwood, sweet gum, ash, oak, hickory, elm, box-elder, holly, sycamore,
eypress, and many other trees, with an undergrowth of wild grapes and cane,

Thoe soil is early and warm when well drained, always easily tilled, and is best adapted to cotton. It produces from 2,000 to 3,000
pounds of seed-cotton per acre of fresh land, and just as much after fifteen years' cultivation (nnmanured). The plant grows from 5 to 7
feot high. In townships 11 and 12 about 600 acres lie ‘¢ turned out”. " When again cultivated it produces nearly the original yields,
The most troublesome weeds are hog-weed, morning-glory, and cocklebur. )

The sandy land, with its growth of cottonwood, sweet gum, hackberry, etc., has a light, sandy, gray soil 10 feet deep, ill-drained, but
early, easily tilled at any time, and is best adapted to cotton and corn. The cotton-plant grows from 3§ to 5 feet high, but is most productive
at 4 foet, The seed-cobton produch per acre of fresh land varies from 1,200 fo 1,400 pounds (400 of lint); old land produces about as mueh,
Very little of suchland lies ‘“turned out”, and it produces finely when again cultivated. Crab and Bermuda gusses are most troublesome
ak weeds, , ‘

Cotton is shipped chiefly in November by river to New Orleans at from 75 cents to $1 per bale,

WARREN,
(See ¢ Cane-hills region”.)
CLAIBORNE.
(See ¢ Oane-hills region”.)
JEFFERSON.
(See “ Cane-hills region?.)

ADAMS.
(See ¢ Cane-hills region *.)

WILKINSON.
(See ¢ Oane-hills region”.)

CANE-HILLS REGION.

(It embraces the following counties and parts of counties: Warren, Yazoo,* Hinds,* Claiborne, Jefferson, Adams,
o and Wilkinson.)

WARREN.

Population: 31,238—White, 8,717; colored, 22,521. ) '
Area : 600 square miles.—Mississippi bottom, 240 square miles; cane hills, 360 square miles; woodland,
Tilled lands : 60,031 acres.—~Area planted in cotton, 34,127 acres; in corn, 10,371 acres; in oats, 69 acres.
~ Ootton production : 22,950 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.67 bale, 954 pounds seed-cotton, or 318
pounds cotton lint. A .

& B C . . ' . ‘ 324



122 COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI.

-

: : vonti - ississippi £ iles of its course. The
Varren is emphasically a “river county?”, fronting on the Mississippi for about 60 mil | :
Yaz«)g ;fll‘t((fl{n the clounty froSm the north a.ndin’)pties into the great river a few miles above VIIC]%Sburgi tlThe 0%5152;3
amd southern boundary is formed by the Big Black river, which joins the Mississippi a little beyond the son
vand of the county. . L , I fow

All the uplands west of the Big Black are characteristically of ‘the cane-hills c_hwra(,bel? if we ex.ceptwa» '
sputs of h«uav\¥ black prairie soil Whi%h' appear on the hills near the city of Vicksburg, where the GELI(l)O lu_ils fﬁul off
abruptly toward the river, which encroaches upon their base. Frox_n about' a mile above to solme 9 mi e.s. 6 ci)av
the city, at Haynes’ bluff, 12 miles above Vicksburg, the Yazoo river strikes the bluff and cox‘lctl_mles f% QIpl 6 ;;
buser to its month, This bordering ridge, originally heavily timbered, has long been known as the VYuluul, hills .
Like the rest of the cane-hills country, it is now mostly treeless, the slopes being covered with Bermuda GLASS, a;m’l
the original large upland plantations are giving way to smaller holdings, although here, as in Olaiborne county, tho
damage from washing away of the soil is much less than farther south, the eountry being less deeply broken. A
great deal of the upland lies “turned out”. In the valley lands cultivation has steadily continued, but the land is
in small bodies, though very productive. The bottom or hummock lands of the Big Black river are largely on the
Hinds conuty side. '

In the portion of the county lying within the Mississippi bottom the excellent cotton-producing lands on Steols
bayou and Deer creek are especially noted. There are many lakes in the region, and its location at the confluence
of the Mississippi and the Yazoo renders it especially liable to overflow in its present unprotected condition. In
favorable seasons it is profusely productive,

The tilled lands of Warren in 1879 amounted to only 15.6 per cent. of the total area; a remarkabloe contrast with
the neighboring counties of Claiborne, Copiah, Hinds, and Yazoo, in which that percentago rangoes from 24.4 por
«“ent. in Yazoo to 36 per cent. in Hinds. We have a parallel case of depression in consequence of abandonment of
«ultivated lands in the old county of Wilkingon (14.9 per cent.). Of the tilled area of Warren, 56 por cent. is given
to cotton culture, and less than one-third as much to corn. The average cotton product per acre is 0.67 bale, a
fignre indicating plainly the influence of the high production on the plantations of the Mississippi lowland.

. Yhe communication in Warren county ig mainly by rail and steamer with the city of Vicksburg, and thence to
New Orleansy chiefly by river, at $1 per bale, ‘

YAZOO,
(See “ Mississippi alluvial region n,)

HINDS.
(See “Central prairie region 7)

CLAIBORNE.

in‘amfuluiigéz: 16,768.—-1-Whiée, 3,910; colored, 12,858,
., “Area: 160 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak u lands, 195 iles; Mississippi 2t \
"“]e?l%’lﬁ hl?lls, (?40 square milens o woine and p , square miles; Mississippi bottom, 25 sguare
Tilled lands : 97,175 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 33,121 acres ; in corn. 15 744 acres; i 2 acr
Pk T : y 33,12 ; 119,044 acres; in oats, 82 acres, .
Wmfz g)r:t%c»gzgwn 18,518 bales ; average ‘cotton product per acre, 0.56 bale, 798 pounds seed-cotton, or 206
Claiborne county iz drained centrally to westward by the north and i
Ll ¢ count; : 1 > , south forks of bayou Pierre. A f sghoxi
;ﬂfr; ¢ ﬁ:}ﬁ:edtg:}‘nétélg 12?1 t(ll‘lfﬂ?lgs?tliﬁ Iil;‘&r, whl_cl;é forms ﬁwst of ]i3ts northern-boundary zm)(rl Jjoins the Mis&?:etlip; i aifj
W wiles above Graud Gulf, ° Uer point, as well as at Bruinsburg, 10 miles below, {] Mississippi ri
wushes the foot of high bluffs ; elsewhere bodies of bottom land i 5 ver and tho emie M
washe ; ] ; ] ] a tervene between the river and the hill
The Tatter are, on the whole, less broken in Claiborne tha, frl vther C20n0 by the o,
The 1 are, on tl ] { ther south, and the damage done by il ing
away of the soil and gulh'm,’g of the bhillsides is lesg extenn' o th ? i s Tn oty oo ashing
southwestern part of the éounf-y the hills are timbered a] §éve, 1 vty o, it olia of arge oo triots in tho
a dark-eolored, deep, and easily-tilled loam Elsewhefelmb oy Ty nagnolia of axgo iz, the soll being
SWeet vmm. fnl; d . 1ere oaks (among which the chestnut-white oald s xmint
z‘ﬁ :{;fgjg’vtalﬁg- ;re%}g;lﬁlgn,i }valn}lt, ete., form the upland timber, while beech is abm;lda‘;{;n(fg g]ﬂ: 115»5219 Il?l]llll‘ﬁl&:‘)b;
systen, o lleys. £ 1;( inary care to prevent damage by washing, and small farms instead of the plantation
e, ] ge % portion of the cane-hills Iands of Claiborne can be cultivated to great advantag it : lysos
T e cotvand S dene o oae Soerion 4 oninas. (Mot s
crrery e Eastward the cane-hill ridges interlace with those of th d i i }
. 8trongly both 1s to soil and as to the sudde : o pne elands, i which they contrast quito
I appearance of short-leaf pine, copiously intermingled, even on the hills,

Ea i o e e e e b o BTl oven o e il
CHELETT Dot ! " ‘ Cusslon, see regional ipti i
€1 portion of the county the hummocks of the valleys and the lower l%illsidegezg'glp(fﬁ?gﬁsg 3%?13#’213@(1111 &‘111113

aver un th ) gion t _ ; b channel bordere rdi
uws. Near the river the soil is sometimes light and silty, and bears a growthdo?'s;vgtlglgﬁlo%lf)si;b&:;? Oiiii]zﬂgmlf
K 3 1ary y

The tilled Jands of Claiborne county consti i ery productive.
Py " Y constitute - 3 X ¥ .
the ?ﬁzda&?gz ;s dtc%tvoted i g cotton, a g’ 1 aboat One(_)ﬂgl’%lggd HEI?;Z 1%)er cent,) of its area. One-third (84.1 per cent.) of
' &€ totton product per acre is 0.56 bale, d y ' ‘
The communicati Vot o 126 and the average cotton acrege: ilo §
(i%xjmdl(;nlf H tgglllt:‘::ti?; gﬁeglzﬁﬁgrgot?geﬁ g];l%ﬁy mtftﬁort Gibson, and (;Ilgixgc?l pbe; ﬁg?rag'v(;.ngﬁhegf,ﬁirc,aa to
the sounty some haunling is done to Vi stalinihe Tate of §1 25 per bale. Trom th n ] :
o4 icksburg, or to stationg on the Vicksburg and Meridian mih?o;lal.‘them part yof
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ABRTRACT OF THE REPORT OF GEHORGE P. M'LEAN, ‘ROGKY‘SPRING.

The soils of this region are the light, buff-colored, ¢alcareons loam of the cane-hills region and brown and blackish, clayey loam, lying
Jjust east of and adjoining that region. The two belts extend along the Mississippi river from Louisiana to Vieksburg (and farther), and
are together about25 miles wide. Their natural growth is oak, beech, poplar, magnolia, sweet gum, and some hickory. The soils are
2 to 3 feet; the subsoils are of like material to 8 feet at least. -

The chief crops arve cotton, corn, cow-pease, and sweet potatoes. The soil is naturally well drained, always easily tilled, is best
adapted to cotton, and about three-fourths of its area is planted with the same. The plant asually grows 3 feet high, butinclines to run to
weed in wet weather, which cannot be remedied if such weather long continwes. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies
from 1,000 to 2,000 pounds, but thirty years’ cultivation (unmanured) reduces the yield to about 1,000 pounds 5 1,300 to 1,660 ponnds make
8 475-pownd bale of middling lint (whether from fresh or old land). Hog-weed, cecklebur, Spanish needle, and crab-grags are the
troublesome weeds. At least one-third of such enltivated land lies ¢ turned out”, and when again cultivated produces almost as well as
when fresh, .

Blopes are seriously damaged by washings and gullying of their surfaces, but valleys are improved by the ‘washings, becaunse the
subsoil is very rich. Horizontalizing anad hillside ditehing have been practiced, and suceessfully check the damage,

JEFFERSON.
LPopulation: 17,314,—White, 4,260; colored, 13,054.

Area: 510 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 250 square miles; long-leaf pine hills, 50 square
miles ; Mississippi bottom, 50 square miles; cane hills, 160 square miles; all woodland.

Tilled lands : 62,218 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 32,141 acres; in corn, 16,365 acres ; in oats, 312 acres.

COotton production : 18,512 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.58 hale, 328 pounds seed-cotton, or 276
pounds cotton lint.

Jefferson county is drained centrally to westward by the two forks of Cole’s creek, its eastern portion being partly
drained to the northward by creeks tributary to the south fork of bayou Pierre and partly to the southward by the
headwaters of the Homochitto. The county presents four different surface features. The southeastern corner, with
drainage toward the main Homochitto, forms part of the broken “Homochitto hills” country, with long-leaf pine and
the sandy soil on the higher ridges. To the westward the long-leaf pine is replaced by the short-leaf species, more
and more mingled with oak and hickory as we progress westward. Beyond the divide between the Homochitto -
and. Cole’s creel the ridges flatten and the country becomes rolling or gently undulating, the yellow-loam subsoil,
-similar to that of the Hamburg hills (see description of Franklin county), being gradually replaced by the umber-
colored loam of the fine agricultural upland region, in which Fayette, the county-seat, is located. Thence westward
there is a gradual transition to the character of the cane hills, The latter are of the usual character (see regional
description, page 43) and fall off steeply into the Mississippl bottom, or, at Rodney and at the mouth of Cole’s
creek, into the river itself, which washes the base of the bluff. The avea of Mississippi bottom land within the
county is small, but very produective. o

The valley of Cole's ereek within the cane hills is rather narrow and of a hummock character. Among its
timber black walnut, syeamore, and honey-locust are very prominent, and the soil is especially well adaptéd to
corn. Higher up, the valleys of the streams are wsually divided between first and second Dbottom, prevalently
timbered with beech and oaks, with more or less magnolia. They are productive, easily tilled, and form a large
proportion of the cultivated area of the region. ‘

The tilled lands of Jefferson constitute 19.1 per cent. of its area. Somewhat more than one-half of such lands
(BL.7 pexr cent.) is occupied by cotton, against about one-half as much given to corn culture, showing here also o
great deficiency in the home production of supplies, The average cotton product per acre is 0.58 bale, while the
average cotton acreage per square mile is 63. ' :

The communication of Jefferson county is ehiefly via Fayette and other stations of the Jackson and Natchez
railroad with Natchez, and thence by river steamers with New Orleans. The freight from Natchez to New Orleans
is 75 cents per bale; from Fayette to Natchez, by rail, §1 10,

ABSTRACQT OF THE REPORT OF J. W. BURCH, FAYRTTE.

The west half of the county compriges bluft lands, hilly and very fertile; the east half is rolling, with light sandy soils.

The soils ecultivated in cotton are on the rolling uplands of the east half of the ecounty, the second bottoms of creeks above ovexflow,
and the Mississippi hottom. ‘ ) ‘

The upland soil extends into othor connties, covers five-eighths of this region, and bears a natural growth of hickory, gum, magnolia,
beech, pine, various oalks, poplar, etie. The soil is a fine sandy loam of brown, mahogany, and blackish colors, and is .10 inches deep.
The subsoil is a heavier, brown clay loam, very productive when manured or mixed with surface soil. It contains hard, rounded, and
angular pebbles, and is underlaid by orange sand and sand-rock at 5 to 10 feet. The soil is early, warm, well drained, easily tilled, and is
beati adapted to cotiton, which occupies three-fourths of its cultivated area. The other chief crop is corn. The usnal and meost produnctive
height of the eotton-plant on this soil is 43 feet. In warm, wét woather it inclines to run to weed, but this may be remedied by shailow
cultivation, The sead-cotton product per acre of fresh land is 1,000 pounds; 1,600 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint, Aften ten
years’ cultivation (unmanyred) the product is 500 pounds, and the ratio of seed to link and quality of staple are the same as on fresh land.
One-half of such originally cultivated 1and lies * turned out”, hut when well turfed it again produces a fow good crops, Cocklebur, purslane,
cxab, and Bermuda grasses are the troublesome weeds, Thie slopes wash very fast, and do serious damage, except to the valleys, which
are rather Denefited. Iorizontalizing makes the lands last twice as long, i

The second bottoms of crecks occupy about one-fourth of the county area, and have a natural growth much like that of the nplands.
The soil is & brown, blackish, and black loam, 12 inches deep, The subsoil is a dark-brown and yellow clay, containing hard, rounded,
and angular pebbles, underlaid by blue potters’ elay at 10 feet. The soil is early, warm, well drained, edsily tilled, except when too
wet, and is best adapted to cotton, with which three-fourths of its cuftivated aren is planted. Theplant’susual and mogtproductive height

1%
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i 5 to 6 feet. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is 1,600 pounds, or a 475-pound bale of lint, in qualify equal to that of
uplands, After 10 years’ cultivation the produet is 1,000 pounds of seed-cotton. Very little of such land lies ‘‘turned out”; it recuperates
rapidly, and produces as well as ever; The troublesome weeds are rag, carrot, and smart weeds, cocklebur, crab and Bermuda grasses.

The remaining soil, designated Mississippi swamp land, consists of a narrow belt along the river, extends through the county, and
contains only a fow plantations. Its natural growth is cypress, gum, coftonwood, hackberry, and willow. The soil is a black alluvium,
10 foet thick, underlaid by sand. Tillage is generally easy, but is difficult when the soil is either too wet or too dry. The soil is early
and warm when well-drained ; it however needs ditching. It is best adapted to cotton and corn, and nine-tenths of its cultivated part is
planted with cotton. The usual and best height of the plant is 6 fuet. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh or old land is 1,500
pounds; 1,780 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint. Ten years’ cultivation have made no difference in the quantity or the quality
of yields, The cocklebur is the most troublesome weed. :

. ADAMS.
Population: 22,649.—~White, 4,796; colored, 17,853,

Area: 410 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 110 square miles; Mississippi bottom, 125 square.
miles ; cane hills, 175 square miles; all woodland. ) .

Tilled lands : 67,853 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 32,117 acres; in corn, 9,037 acres; in oats, 57 acres.

Cotton production: 19,026 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.59 bale, 840 pounds seed-cotton, or 280

-pounds cotton lint,

Adams was the first county organized within the present limits of the state, and Natchez, the county-seat, is,
next to New Orleans, the oldest town on the lower Mississippi. The county fronts on the Mississippi river for over 70
miles, and about one-third of its area is bottom land, lying in the bends of the river, which, though long cultivated, is
gtill very productive. From the bottom level there is rather an abrupt ascent into the cane-hills country. The
base of the bluff, however, is washed by the river at Natchez and at Saint Oatherine’s bend (Ellis’ cliffs), about 10
miles below ; also at Rifle point, 6 miles above. Natchez is located on a plateau level about 200 () feet above the
river,

The southern part of the county is drained by short creeks tributary to the Homochitto river, of which Second
and Sandy creeks are the chief. The middle portion, back of Natchez, is traversed by Saint éabherine’s creek,
along the course of which deep and steep ravines have been cut into the soft material of the cane hills. The latter
are of the usual character (see regional description, page 43), and long cnltivation, with shallow tillage, has greatly
reduced the area of uplands not too broken for convenient culture. With proper treatment, nevertheless, good
crops are still grown on these lands, .

The country east of the cane hills is undulating or rolling land, originally timbered with oak and hickory, and
on the ridges with short-leaf pine, or in part with oaks only, the subsoil being an umber-colored loam, similar to that
overlying the caleareous silt of the cane hills, and forming a durable and originally very productive soil, of which,
however, a not inconsiderable proportion has been thrown out of cultivation. ‘

The tilled lands of Adams county amount to somewhat over one-quarter (25.9 per cent.) of the total area, and
nearly one-half (47.3 per cent.) of such lands is given to cotfon, while only 13.3 per cent. are planted in corn, showing
a remarkable deficiency in the home production of supplies. The average cotton prodact per acre is 0.59 bale; the
average cotton acreage per square mile is 78.3. ) :
o1l The communication of Adams county is altogether with Natchez, and thence by river steamers with New

rleans.

WILKINSON.

Population: 17,815.—White, 3,570; colored, 14,245, ' :

Avrea: 650 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 395 square miles; Mississippi bottom, 70 square
miles; eane hills, 185 square miles; all woodiand. : ‘

Tiilled lands: 62,065 acres,—Area planted in cotton, 33,720 acres; in corn, 15,068 acres; in oats, 204 acres.

Cotton production: 16,620 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.49 bale, 699 pounds seed-cotton, or 233
pounds cotton lint. ] ‘

‘Wilkinson county is one of the oldest in the state, having been organized in 1802, and is second only to Adams
county. This county fronts on the Mississippi river for about 20 milds, its northern line being formed by the
Homochitto river. The central portion is drained by the Buffalo river and the southern by Bayou Sara and
Thompson’s ereek. The connty embraces three chief snrface features, viz, on the east, rolling and more or less sandy
and gravelly upland, timbered with oak, hickory, and short-leaf pine, which extends westward a few miles beyond
Woodville, the county-seat. Here the country assumes rather suddenly the character of the cane hills (see
regional desecription, page 43): steep and mostly sharp-backed ridges, separated by deep and narrow valleys, now
mostly bare of timber, but originally bearing a heavy growth of cane and timbered with oaks (among whieh the
chestnut-white oak is prominent), poplar, sweet gum, magnolia, linden, sassafras, ete. This belt has a width
varying from 6 to12 miles, skirting the Mississippi bottom, into which the hills fall off steeply, the river washing
atFort Adams the base of ridges which rise abruptly to over 300 feet above low-water mark. The bottom here is
low and subject to overflow, and is studded with lakes, but contains some excellent plantations,

- The cane-hills lands, originally covered with a deep black mold soil and highly productive, have been grievously
damaged by long, shallow, and exhaustive cultivation. The surface soil has, to a great extent, been washed off,
and large bodies of the uplands, originally constituting level or gently undulating plateaus, have been deeply scored
with gullies and ravives, impeding and restricting cultivation, the slopes being inostly too steep for tillage and
sometimes forming almost vertical caving walls, supported by loose sand and gravel. The Bermuda grass, which
has taken possession of almost the entire region, now acts in a measure as a. preventative of farther inroads and
affords pasturage to cattle. But thelarge upland plantations are, of necessity, giving way to small farms, which by
‘more careful husbandry can restore to cultivation the ¢ worn-out?” lands, ‘

3%
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In the eastern portion of the county the bottoms and hummocks of the streams form the bulk of the cultivated
lands, especially in the somewhat broken country on the Homeochitto, which is a continuation of the ‘Devil's
Backbone”, a sandstone ridge which, beginning in the Southwest corner of Copiah, is more or less distinctly traceable
t¢hrough Franklin and Wilkinson counties to fort Adams.

The tilled lands of Wilkinson county constitute at present only 14.9 per cent. of its area, but they have donbtless
greatly diminished since 1860. More than one-half of these lands is given to cotton ; less than one-quarter to corn.
The eotton area per square mile is 51.9, with the high average product of 0.49 per acre, due doubtless in part to the
Dbottom plantations. ,

The communication of Wilkinson county is partly with landings on the Mississippi river, partly by railroad
from Woodville to Bayou Sara, and thence by steamer to New Orleans; freight on cotton is $1 per bale.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF D. L. PHARES, A, M., M. D.,, WOODVILLE.

Nearly all the soil here, both on the rolling uplands and the bottoms, was originally a black or darkloam ; now only one-third of the
cultivated land is of this kind, the balance, having changed its character by being allowed to have its soil washed off, being now yellow and
brown clay. The same kind of black land ocours 20 miles east, 8 north, and 20 west and south, Its natural growth is tulip tree, linden,
magnolia grandiflora, holly, sweet and black gums, beech, six species of oak, and many other trees. - ' '

‘The soil varies in depth from 4 inches to 10 feet. The subsoil is a tendcious yellow and brown clay with considerable sand, and in
‘some places gravel. It is slowly pervious to water, contains hard rounded gravel, and is underlaid by yellow or red sandstons at 1 to
R0 foet. Tillage is easy in dry and Qifficult in wet seasons. The soil is early on well-drained slopes facing the east and south, and is
adapted, in the order named (best first), to clover, grasses, peass, potg,tues, coton, sorghum, sugar-cane, oats, and corn. These are the
-chief erops of this region. Two-thirds of its area is planted with cotton. The plant usually grows from 5 to 8 feet high on fresh seil, and
from 3 1o 5 feet on worn soil; but the most productive height is from 4 to 6 feet. It inclines to run to weed on rich, fresh land. when there
is mueh rain and little root pruning. When the soil is not too wot and heavy, this is prevented by deep plowing, so as to restrain root and
sterm growth unéil fruiting time. The sced-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 2,000 to 2,500 pounds, about 1,460 pounds
maoking a 475-pound bale of good middling lint. After forty years’ cultivation (unmanured) the yield varies from GO0 to 1,200 pounds,
according to the extent the soil has been washed off. About 1,620 pounds then make a 475-pound bale of lint, the staple of which is
much shorter, and rates two or thyee grades lower than that of fresh land.

The troublesome weeds are several species of crab-grass, two of water-grass, erowfoot-grass, in many places Bermuda grass, and the

‘cocklebur. One-third of such land originally cultivated now lies ¢ turned out”; when again cultivated it often produces from 30 to 100

per cent. better than when first * turned out”. The soil on slopes washes and gullies readily only where marked by a plow, wagon rut,
or path, and many slopes are thusseriously damaged, and the washings cover many parts of the valleys to the extent of 6 to 48 inches deep.
Horizontalizing and hillside ditching are practiced and completely check the damage.

Very little clay land occurs in this county, none originally, and now produced by bad management of other lands, in allowing the
original soils to be washed off. Its depth varies from 2 to 10 inches, and it bears a growth of pine tress more commonly than the original
Jand.

Most of the above statements apply to the whole of township —, range 1 west, and sections 19, 20, 21, and 31, all parts of which are

well supplied with streams, making up east and middle Thompson creelks. Proper cultivation here has always brought good yields of -

cotton, except perhaps in 1846, when it rained almost daily throughout the planting and growing season and the caterpillar came early
and in large numbers. .
Cotton is shipped as fast as it is baled, by river and rail, to New Orleans, at $1 per bale.

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION.

(Bmbraces the followixig counties and parts of counties: Madison, Hinds, Rankin, Scott{ Newton,* Smith,*
Jasgper, Olarke, and Wayne.)

MADISON.

4

Population : 25,866.—White, 5,046 ; colored, 19,920, h

Area: 720 square miles,—~Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 5 square miles; eane hills, 5 square miles; central
prairie, 530 square miles; brown-loam table-lands, 180 square miles; all woodland. :

Tilled lands: 127,694 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 56,393 acres; in corn, 37,980 acres; in oats, 1,490 acres;
in wheat, 22 acres. : \ o ]

Cotton production: 21,538 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.38 bale, 543 pounds seed-cotton, or 181
pounds cottor lint. . ,

Madison county presents almgst throughout a gently undulating: surface, similar to thati of the table-lands
farther north, o ‘

Lying between the Pearl and Big Black rivers, which, flowing nearly parallel, approach to within15 miles of
sach other, its drainage and slope are almost entirely toward the Big Black, the dividing ridge running within a
few miles west of the Pearl river. The: northeastern part of the county, as far south as Doal’s creek, is of the
table-land character, and is similar to the adjoining portion of the Yazoo. A few sandy ridges, with pine, appear
at the extreme northeast. Southward the table-land character continues as to the general aspect of the country,
but the soil is to a great extent materially modified by the influence of the stiff calcareous clays of the Tertiary
formation, which. manifests itself partly in the presence of a stiff, greenish-yellow subsoil and frequently in the
occurrence of spots and smaller or larger bodies of black-prairie soif, accompanied by the appearance of lime-loving
trees, such as honey-locust, wild plwm, haw, crab-apple, walnut, ete.” The prairie lands, as well as the general face

/ .
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' ' jack ax vi re or
th ntry, are generally sparsely #mbered with oaks (among which stout b]ack—,]acklalid pé;);;&} gﬁgii-gv(:l?{)?tct)ron)s
?eiss (ﬁ'?gg bla%k and Spanish oaks, are conspicuous) l?nii hi(é!:ory. dTlléen ;1%311%1%(1& zlg%aree Egtfnrgt yI 1(1)?116 morthomn parg ot e

ats, : ilg of these vary materially with the location an ) ! ams, Lnthe n TIL PALG
3533:;’&”@%%833;5?35 Ze\;hi'gish, silty character, ang arza1 u]?'d?ir]m('{ﬂ?{v ;?(ﬁ‘egﬁ)gi cll)os%wg(laf;’ {;311&118 fogiﬂ.lﬂ%;’&?é’({
;1 ~.,¢, M o 4] . dtim ere chie; le & A : 4 ‘k [~
“erawfishy? tracts, ill-drained and little cultivate  timl i ol 18 oat bt o Tt s
i ; ars d i sk bottom, which is moreover subject to over w, and 1 s
B DAt the Cacter of (o oig Sla v, h revalently a sandy soil, alternating in the southern portion
The bottom of the Pearl river, on the contrary, has prevalently a sz e ’t'll The Soils of tho orons Tattoms
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HINDS.

Lopulation: 43,958.—White, 11,675; colored, 32,283, . )

Afga: 800 squz;re miles.—Short-leat pine and oak uplands, 175 square miles; long-leaf pine hills, 2456 square
miles; cane hills, 125 square miles; central prairie, 255 square miles; all woodland, _ N o

Titled lands : 184,607 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 80,013 acres; in corn, 47,510 acres; in oats, 1,062 acres; in
wheat, 16 acres. X . ‘ o

Catton production : 36,684 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.46 bale, 657 pounds seed-cotton, or 214
pounds cotton lint. : ) )

Hinds county is one of the largest and the most popnlous counties in the state, and contains the stato capital,
Jackson, with 5,204 inhabitants. Its drainage is in three directions, the largest area being oceupied by stroams
tributary to the Big Black, a region of gently undulating table-lands similar to those of southern Madison, the samao
being true of the narrow belt of country drained by the numerous short streams tributary to the Pearl viver. The-
southern part of the county around the heads of the bayou Pierre is a region of high sandy ridges, timbered with lon o
leaf pine and more or less oaks, interspersed with lower and broader rid ge lands of fair productiveness, Tho eoun try
imwediately contiguons to the Big Black river is somewhat ridgy and ab times broken, and in timber and soil is
similar to the adjoining upland portion of Warren co unty, viz, more or less of the bluff or cane-hills character,

The prairie character of the soil is, on the whole, much less frequent in Hinds than in Madison county, and is
most pronounced on the Pearl river slope, the soil of northern Hinds being more strictly of the table-land character,.
easily tilled, and eriginally very productive—in aspect a very attractive farming country. Near Jackson the heavy
“ black-jack prairie” soil is quite prominent in the uplands, though frequently overlaid by the lighter and move casily
tilled table-land soil. The characteristic cracking and fissuring of the tenacions subsoil during the dry season
ot unfrequently interferes with the stability of foundations and cistern walls, and on steep slopes (ay where the
uplands break off into Pear] river bottom) sometimes give rise toland-slides. Here also heavy clay soils predominater
in the river bottom, which is subject to overflow, the main portion of it, however, lying on the opposite side. (Seo
deseriptipu of Rankin county.) . . ‘

Agriculturally, Hinds is situated very nearly like Madison. It has been, and is still to some exten t, w region of
large npland-cotton Ni)?lantahon,s, upon many of which the soil has materially deteriorated by lontg and’ exhaustive
culture; yet the average cotton product per acre (0.46) is materially higher than that of Madigon (0.38), asis also its
tég;bl«])gez;cg?atg;eep:fa tzséquaﬁ .mﬂs (flO(g), b%tllz to_get#er pl}acing it first on the list of total production among the upland,

. 18, uniortunately, is offse ing X i ‘ gorn, t yeage of the lattew

Dol £0 that of s o {0 u ¥, t by an inadequate production of corn, the acreage of the lnt.'tu
The abuudanece of glzlicellenb marls, easily accessible in a large part of the county (as mentioned in the regional

Wi greatly facilitate the maintenance of fertility of lands in Hinds county whenever a rationak

The New Orleans and Chicago and the «Vic'ksburg and Meridian railroads both trav ha intersecting
at Jackson, and cotton is shipped either direct er vig Vicksburc' and h‘ b 701 Now On l b com}‘uy‘ 111Lels(;actnlg.
most of it being marketed by the producers at Jackson. g e tiver to Now Otleans ap M, 76 pex bole,

ABSTRAGL. OF THE REPORT OF H. 0, DIXON, JACKRON,

mm?gt;}hyt:;z) f::f;r r;;gr;]:ts" tl’;etioélfc;zttlz;;(]){unutg (ll:r;l;)i ;%?ng‘;;liy Ioaxg, ylc;?iow,l brm;:n, and blackish, 8 inches thiek, with o heavior
ten oo oo And red ‘..' thick, ) sum and white. clay at 15 to 20.feat. The red subsoil is .pervions toe
oo o th.ije:i ;:u}?wkx‘;s:;h;iﬁ‘zx:;xglzﬁi ;?;i«;s north, 8 to 10 south, § east, and 30 miles west, zyncl has a ‘yna.tuml growth of

The chief erops are eotton, corn, bease, oats, and sweet potatoes. The seil iy early,
eraps named and to clover apd many varieties of cu k ;
Planl grows from 2 to 4 feet high
Panted lates the remedy consists in early

! warm, well drained, is wel) ua'apted to the chiof
ltivated grapes, hus three-fourths ot itg cultivated arvea is planted with sotton. The
weed inwet seasons on fresh land or who.
eotton product per acre ig from 1,000 to 1,500,
ashed land. In either case ahont 1,485 noundy. -

Planting and frequent, deep vlowing. The geed-
s ds after eight yeary cultivation on level op nnw.
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make a 475-peund bale of lint. The seeds are lighter on old land. The fresh-land staple rates as middling; that of old land differs but .
little, Old Jand is more easily affected by unfavorable scasons, One-half of such originally cultivated land lies ‘ turned out”; ‘When
grown up with broom seuge it produces nearly as well as originally. The old fields are generally burnt off each year, but the great necd
of such land is vegetable matter, i

Slopes are damaged to a serious extent by washings and gullying of the soil, and the valleys-are injured to a slight extent by the
washings, TG check the damage hillside ditching is practiced, and is successful when properly done. .

'The farmer or planter in this section, however great his desire may be for improvement in modes of cultivation or treatment of his
80il, finds himself checlked by the uncertain and uncomtrollable labor he has to depend an.

Cotton culture, to be remunerative, requires unceasing attention for twelve months, and the worlc must be properly done and at the
right time. Intelligent experience alone can meet these imperative demands under the many contingencies which are certain to oceur

-through the season. Hence it is that cotton cannot be produced as cheaply with the present free labor as with that of the slaves, it being

both ignorant and uncertain as well as unmanageable as to both the quantity and the guality of the work, resulting in producing less
and costing more, :
)

RANKIN.

Population : 16,752.—White, 7,193 ; colored, 9,559.

Avrea: 800 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 360 square miles; long-leaf pine hills, 155 square
miles ; central prairie, 285 square miles. :

Dilled lands : 69,516 acres.—Areaplanted in cotton, 30,151 acres; in corn, 23,450 acres; in oats, 5,781 acres; in
wheat, 4 acres, » .

Cotton production : 11,775 bales; -average cotton product per acre, 0.39 bale, 5556 pounds seed-cotton, or 185
pounds cotton lint. '

The surface of Rankin county is a good deal diversified, but may be clagsed under three chief heads, to wit:
Skirting Pearl river on the east, a broad but more or less interrupted belt, timbered with oak and in'part with short-leaf
pine, ayd possessing a light loam soil, sometimes deeply colored withiron. Itisabont 4 miles wide, well settled, and
is drained mainly by short creeks directly tributary to the Pearl river.. East of this belt, and interlacing with it, we
have in the northern portion of the county an undulating or rolling oak upland region, interspersed with spots and
bodies of black calcareous as well as post oak and gypseous prairies, the former being found chiefly in the valleys
and thbe latter on the hillsides and lower ridges, while the higher portions of ridges are frequently sandy, sometimes
with an admixture of pine to the oak growth. This region is drained by the heads of Funnegusha and Pelahatehie
crecks and a few tributaries of Strong river, The southeastern portion of the county, drained by Sander’s, Dobl’s,
Campbell’s, and other creeks tributary to Strong river, is a sandy long-leaf pine region, which rises abruptly from the
prairie beltinto high ridges of sand and clay stones, but becomes gently undulating to the southward. I1nthisregion,
as usual, the valleys and their slopes are alone cultivated, aid it is but thinly settled. The level country extends
westward to within a few miles of Pearl river, the long-leaf pine stopping at the divide between Strong river and
Steel’s creek, ' On the waters of the latter there is quite a variety of upland soils, partly sandy loam ridges, partly
bearing a ¢“flatwoods ” aspect, with heavy, gray clay soils, which in places are productive and well settled, in
others quite poor.* Their timber varies accordingly, from black and Spanish oaks, with hickory, te short leaf pine,
with serubby black-jack. Between this country and Pearl river there intervene the red-ridge lands previously
mentioned. ' . . ' :

The part of the county lying within the prairie belt is agriculturally the richest portion, but its soils are so
variable within small areas as to render it difficult to give an average estimate of its productiveness. The blaclk
prairie soil is profusely fertile,but i3 not always adapted to the caltivation of cotton, which is liable to rust, probably
ou account of the stiff, clay subsoil, which the tap-root cannot penetrate, Such soils (naturally timbered with sweet
gum, mulberry, crab-apple, and honey-locust) produce heavy crops of corn. The same is true more or less of the
post-oak prairie, especially in the low land. The best cotiton is grown where the lighter upland soils are naturally
or artificially marled by the prevailing materials of the Tertiary formation, which offer an inexhaustible store of
natural fertilizers for the improvement and restoration of the fertility of the lands of this region. (See regional
description, page 54.) The gypseons prairies are, perhaps, the least promising, on account of their intractable clay
subsoil, :

.The first bottom of Pearl river, which lies ehiefly on the Rankin side, is little eultivated, on account of overflow,
although the soil is very fertile. It is from one-half to three-quarters of a mile wide. XFrom it there is an ascent of
5 or 6 feet into a flat or second bottom, timbered with post, willow, and water oaks, bottom pine, some hickory, and
magnolia. The soil is gray and silty, with a pale yellow loam subsbil, not very productive, and but little settled.

The tilled Iands of Rankin county are reported to-be but 13.6 per cent. of its large area, the cotton acreage per
square mile being 87.7.  The average product per acre is 0.39 of & bale; ranking in this respect with Marshall and
Union counties, and slightly above Madison. The corn acreage is slightly below that devoted to cotton.

The communication of Rankin is partly with stations on the Vicksburg and Meridian railroad, especially with
Brandon, where much of the crop is marketed, and partly across Pearl river, with stations on the New Orleauns and
Chicago railroad. The freight to New Orleans is about $3 per hale, . :

ABSTRACT OF REPORT OF E. JACK, BRANDON.

"Che uplands of the county comprise three-fourths of its ai'eav, and on the north are hilly, with sandy soils and elay subsoils, interspersed

. with prairies of different sizes having stiff clayey soils. - In the southern part of the county the lands are loose and sandy.

 The usual depth of the upland soils is from 3 to 6 inches, and the timker growth comprises pine, oak, hickory, gums, dogwoeod, black-
jack, elm, ete, The subsoils are usually clay, having a small proportion of sand, - Very little hard-pan occurs, and a fow small patches
are impervious to water. - Some parts are underlaid by sand at 6 to 10 feet. The upland soils are tilled with moderate case, excgpting
the prairies; which are difficult in wet weather, but easy to till in dry seasous after being once broken up. . ’
Cotton, corn, and oats are the chief crops of this region, and during later years making molasses from sorghum and Louisiana cane has
received some attention. The soil seems best adapted to cotton, about one-half the enltivated area being planted with the same. The

- . xn
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i | Y ing up. The sced-

lant inclines to run to weed in wet seasons, and as a restraining remedy some suggest running ﬂ. 01013113‘;? fl(\)::;)(; ixﬁali:edi ]‘J’gs. I[:ound o soed.

otton pr guct er acrs of fresh land is 1,000 pounds, or 800 pounds after ten years' cultivation; ’t A P b, oth in quantits and quality

;:0 tton%:K gta 11; from fresh land is the better, but by a little manuring old land can be kept equal ohms b, il enitiunton watand e

!;‘:1 tton {\)mduot. Hog-weed and crab-grass are the most troublesome. About one-fifth of xss_u(é1 for}gv hichy wrpose borlasntaliding
ﬁtnrﬁeﬁf cut”} The soil on slopes washes and gullies, but not so much but that it cz;,n be remedied, for v p

v iteht i ings impx he valley soils.
illside ditching are successfully practiced. The washings improve t ) : ) :

o '?‘;:qutl)ilands fmbmce the first and second bottom lands of the Pearl river and its tributaries.

fcient fa d drainage. ‘ . \

m‘m;;‘f:t:\‘:gi?;teggoporﬁon (;gf the lowlands consists of dry ridges about 2 feet above high wo,ter.. Botv;eint;;lhes;av::‘eb(;c;lﬁ; I;ze:reg%t;ﬂxe {
which éan be drained and cultivated, but they remain stiff and cold in spring., It is generally believed that the

suited to cotton production than the uplands. .
Cotton is ahif)ped as fast as baled, byrail and river, to New Orleans, at about §3 per bale,

They have a loose, sandy soil and

SCOTT.

jon ; 10,845.—~White, 6,633; colored, 4,212. , N

gggg faggg sq{&re miles.—Short leaf pine and oak uplands, 150 square miles; central prz_ume,t43% i%gum zt;i‘lcz}%

Tilled lands: 39,711 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 16,282 acres; in corn, 15,664 acres; in oats, 5,129 acres;
mhe?&,ﬂ%‘}i gg?liction: 6,227 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.38 bale, 543 pounds seed-cottop, or 181
pounds eotton lint, . L o " Tdating and

! rreater part of Scott county is similar to eastern Rankin in its surface features. The undulating
mmﬁﬁigei’ hilly uII))Iands are timbered%artly with oaks and hickory only and partly with the same tr_e?s mm.gl?xl nim; ore
or less with pine (short-leaf in the northern and long-leaf in the southern postion), such admixture nic ica xlx{g
always an increasing sandiness of the soil, and occurring mostly on the higher dividing mdges‘.‘ Other and ”usuq. ‘_y
lower ridges, as well as the lower portions of the more elevated ones, exhibit the post oak or “hog-wallow ‘prmx;?
character; while in the deeper vaileys, according to elevation and Pposition, either the same or the blm:lc-prf‘hu ie 80
prevails (see regional deseription, page 50), forming rich bodies of several square miley’ area. . The feature of the
gypseous prairie is less frequent than in Rankin, and mnch of the blaclk prairie yields excellent erops of cotton i
but here also the heavy black or chocolate-colored bottom prairie is Yiable to blight or rust cotton, thongh producing
abnndant erops of corn., _ ) i o i

The northeastern portion of Scott county, traversed by the Tuskalamite and its tributaries, is a sandy hill
country, timbered with short-leaf pine and oaks, and resembles the adjacent part of Leake county, . .

The tilled lands of Scott amount to 10,7 per cent. of itg area, and 41 per cent. of these lands are cultivated in
cotton, and nearly an equal amount in corn. The cotton acreage per square mile is 28.1, being below that of Rankin
(37.7). - The average product per acre is 543 pounds of sesd-cotton. . ) .

The communication of Scott is with Forest and other stations on the Vicksburg and Meridian railroad, which,
traverses the county almost centrally from west to east. Cotton is shipped to New Orleans at from $3 50 to $4
per bale. : o

ABSTEACT OF THE REPORT OF W, T. ROBERTSON, FOREST,

The chief soil is the black upland prairie. It covers one-eighth of the county, oecurs in spots of b to 150 acres, is 2 to 3 foot thiok,
and beats a scattered, natoral growth of post oak, hickory, ash, plum, and baw, The subsoil is a tough, yellow, waxy olay, which Dalkoes
very hard on exposure to sun, but after a rain becomesmellow, It containas soft, white, limy, angular gravel, and some large pebbles. The
s0il ig early, but ill-drained, and is rather difficalt to $ill in wet seasons, Tt is-best adapted to cotton, and half its cultivated area is planted
with the same, The height attained by the plant varies with seasons from. 8 to 6 feet, aud it inclines to run to weed on any soil here whoen
the same is fresh and rich, for which the eorrespondent knows no remedy. The seed-cotton product ber acre varies from 800 to 1,800
prunds; 1,425 pounds from fresh or 1,485 pounds from old Jand make n 475-potnd bale of lint. The same is true of the two romaining
kinds of land, After eight years’ caltivation (uvnmanured) the yield varies from 400 to 800 pounds, Staple from frosh land ratos as good
middling ; that from old Yand differs very little, The troublesqme weeds on this and the next soil to he desoribed are orab-grass, morning-
glory, cocklebur, and tea-weed. Very little of this lamd ljes “turned out?, but it improves by rest, :

Tke black-praivie ereek boitoms foym one-sixth of the county area. They are from one-half to 1 wils wide, and ocour in bodies of 1 to 5
miles long. They are subject to overfiows, Where timbd oseurs, it consists of red and white oaks, hickory, agh, poplar, olms, and many
others.  The soil is 2 to 6 feet deep, rests upon a stiff, yeHowish clay, which bakes very hard when first exposed, but pulverizes after a
rain. It containg Limy pebbles. - Tillage is dificuls only in wet seagsons. +The soil ig late, cold, and ill-drained, but produces coxn and cotton
well. One-half its ares is planted with cotton, The plant neually attains a height of from 4 to 8 feet, hut is most produactive ab from
4 1o i fest. The sesd-cotton produet per acre is from 1,000 to 1,800 pounds, and tlie staple rates as good middling. After fifteen yonrs’
enliivation (upmanured) the product is 800 pounds with good tillage., The staple is not very different from that of fresh land. A great
deal of this kind of land has not yet been brought into cultivation, ‘ :

A small proportion of the cotton land consists of dark sandy hummock soil, in 8pots of from one-half to three-fourths of s mile in oxtont.
{ts prowth is hickory, ash, dogwood, mulberry, walnut, poplar, and various oaks, The 80il i8 & brown and mahogany-colored conrse
quy loam 2 feet thick; the sabsoil is a light, reddish clay, easily worked, and becomes like the gurface on eipodure It contains
mh,'augu;arl”black gravel”, The soil is early, warm, well-drained easily tilled in all seasons, and is very well adapted t(; cotton, coxrn,
;ﬁiﬁ; ?:: ! ztn;o;:e :ny southern erop,  About ene-half its area is planted in cotton. The plant grows from 4 to 6 feot high, and is most;

The seed-cotion Product per acre of fresh land averagea 1,200 ; is :
{without manure) reduces the 31:ie1d to 800 poands, and the ftaplr; bec};ﬁ;ﬁ:}}eﬂl&ﬂﬁwle e 2o dused bers, o Yonxe? oultivation

, . Crab-grass is the troublesome weed, None of this land
has Been * turned out”; and some has never been improved. The woil washes and gnllies readily and seriously damages the slopes-

Horizontalizing and hillside ditching are successfully practiced, and are the only means of saving the soil of the slopes. Bottom lands

from overflowing waters Ditches are cut to facilitate the pags
. 1 . . age of &
preveat such deposits, The chief erops of this region are cotton; corn, oats; sweet potatoes, and sugar-cane, r € uch vsftmters and

v
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o NEWTON.
(See ¢ Short-leaf pine and oak uplands region”.)

SMITH.
(See ¢ Long-leaf pine region”.)

JASPER.

Population: 12,126.—White, 6,244 ; colored, 5,832, '

Area: 680 square miles.—Long-leaf pine hills, 220 square miles; central prairie, 460 square miles.

T'illed lands : 58,318 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 20,305 acres; in corh, 19,934 acres; in oats, 5,467 aeres;
in wheat, 5 acres.

Ootton production: 6,228 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.31 bale, 441 pounds seed-cotton, er 147
pounds cotton lint.

Jasper county, drained chiefly by confluents of the Leaf river (the east and west Tallahala, Tallahoma, and
others, flowing southward), is traversed almost centrally. from northwest to southeast by the prairie belt, leaving
the northeast and sonthwest corners occupied by sandy, hilly uplands, timbered with long-leaf pine and more or less
of oaks and hickory., Trom these sandy pine ridges extend more or less into the central belt, which is itself a
country of ridges interspersed with valleys, on the slopes or in the bottoms of which the “hog-wallow ” and black
prairie soils appear to a greater or less extent. Thus on the west Tallahala and its tributaries, in the northwestern
part .of the county, we find the extreme of heavy ‘“hog-wallow” goil, timbered with scrubby black-jack and post
oaks, forming the lower ridges and the lower portion of the higher ones, often leaving narrow crests or isolated
knolls of sandy land, with oak and pine growth, perched on a broader plateaun of the tough, brown.-clay soil, while in
the bettoms of the streams we find either the same, somewhat modified and often covered with a gray ashy surface soil,
or else the calearceus black prairie soil appears. These extreme clay soils contrast oddly with those of the opposite
character, which form the body, e. g., the ridge intervening between the west Tallahala and the Tallahoma, west
of Garlandsville. This ridge is timbered only with oaks and hickory, and the soil is very productive, buf is so
extremely sandy that its best portions are liable to be blown away by the wind when plowed dry (see page 54).
Similar ridges form the higher divides elsewhere in the county, Paulding, the ecounty-seat, being located on one of
them, the soil, however, being inferior to that of the Tallahoma ridge.

The black prairie feature is somewhat extensively developed near Garlandsville, on Suanlovey creek, some of
it being of the “bald?” character, the white marl coming to’the surface. The bottom soil, also of the black prairie-
character, is profusely fertile, but is liable to rust or blight cotton (see analysis and discussion, page 52). A similar
state of things exists more or less southeastward across the county.

In the southern part of the prairie belt the features are somewhat similar, but the “hog-wallow” feature is
less prooounced, and the black prairie soil less heavy, as, e. g., in the neighborhood of Claiborne. Limestone hills
replace in a measure those formed of the heavy clays, and small bodies of black prairie soil, often only a few acres
or even less in extent, are found on the hillsides or on the lower ridges.

Besides the more extreme types of soil, there are, especially in the northern portion of the county, tracts of
-gontly rolling oak uplands with a loam soil, quite productive and easily tilled, and on that account often preferred
to the heavier though more fertile soils.

The tilled lands of Jasper county amount to 13.4 per cent. of its total area, being about the same as that of
Rankin. About one-third of these, or 29.9 acres per square mile, are in cotton, the corn acreage being about the same.
The average product per acre is 0.31 of a bale; somewhat low, owing, doubtless, to the growing of corn in the
richest bottom lands. 4 ‘

The communication of Jagper county is partly with stations on the Vicksburg and Meridian railroad, in Newton,
«or with those on the Mobile and Ohio railroad, in Clarke county, both of which approach within 6 miles of the

county line. i

2

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF S. G, LOUGHRIDGE, M. D.,, GARLANDSVILLE.

In the order of their productiveness the three kinds of soils cultivated in cotton are, according to their common designations, first,
Dlack slough prairie; second, black, ¢ hog-wallow, ” and shell prairie, with sandy hummock Tand along creeks; third, sand hills and waxy
praivie. The first and second are coextensive, and oceur in bodies of 20 to 1,000 acres thronghout the county. Their soils are 18 to 24
jnches deep,  The subsoil is in either case a tough, yellow, hard, impervious clay, which bakes hard on first exposure, but bécomes by
cultivation like surface soil. It contains soft, limy, white, rounded, and angular pebbles, and the second morsshells than the first, and is
nnderlaid by rotten lime-rock at 10 feet. The fivst is late and ill-drained, but is easily cultivated when broken deep. Thesecond isearly
. when well drained, and is difficult to till when too wet, but easy when dry, if well drained. Bothsoils are best adapted to cotton, corn, oats,

rye, and sugar-cane. About one-half their cultivated area is planted in cotton. On the fivst the plant grows usually 4 feet high, andis
most productive at from 4 to 5 feet. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land va,}'ies from 1,000 to 2,000 pounds; from 1,425 to 1,545
pounds from any fresh soil here make a 475-pound bale of lint, which commands the highest price. . This soil deteriorates but little in ten
years of good deep cultivation (unmanured); 1,425 pounds from old land make a bale of lint inferior to that of fresh land. Crab-grass,
morning-glory, and a kind of water~grass are the most troublesome weeds. ) ‘
On the second quality of soi) the usual and most productive height of the plant is 3 féet. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh
land varies from 1,000 to 1,200 pounds; but after ten years’ cultivation (unmanured) it is from 800 to 1,000 pounds, and the staple is coarser,
Crah-grass, morning-glory, purslane, and careless-weed are most troublesome. About one-third of such land lies ‘turned out”; in the
gecond year after it is again taken in it produces asfresh land. The upland growth outside of the prairies is hackberry, ash, hickory, oak,
red-bud, red haw pnd plums. The hummocks have hickory, oak, pine, dogwood, and grape-vines. The lands wash readily, doing much
" damage, and the valleys are injured by the washings when the hills are poor. But liftle is done to check the damage. :
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‘The sandwhills and wazy prairis occupy about one-half of the area of this region. They occur in patehes, and vary greatly from ridge-
to ridge, their timber being pine and post oak. The soil is 8 to 10 inches thick; the subsoeil is heavier, and is underlaid by rather soft,
limestone at 5 to 20 feet ~ The soil is early, well drained, difficult to till in wet, but generally easy in dry seasons, It is best adapted to-
cobton, and about two-thirds of its eultivated areais planted with the same. The plant usually grows about 2 feet high. The seed-cotton
produet per acre of fresh land is from 600 to 800 pounds, but after ten years’ cultivation (unmanured) it is from 400 to 600 pounds. The
staple is then inferior, and it takes a little more seed-cotton to make a bale. Crab-grass is the most troublesome weed. About one-half”
such land originally cultivated lies *‘ turned out”. The plant inclines to run to weed on fresh land (of any kind described) in wet seasons,,
and drainage and deep plowing constitate the remedy. The uplands wash readily, and the valleys are somewhat injured. Clean staplo
sells for much more than the same quality not clean, The prairies that are black produce best in dry seasons; the sandy soils require
most rain,

All ereeks running east or west have poor sandy soil on the north side and rich black prairie on the south. The chief crops of this
region are cofton, corn, rice, sugar, sorghum, oats, pease, and sweet potatoes,

Cotton is shipped as soen as baled, by rail, to Mobile, at $3 per bale.

| OLARKE.,

Popwlation: 15,021.—White, 7,181 ; colored, 7,840.

Area: G50 square miles.—Long-leaf pine hills, 425 square miles ; central prairie, 225 square miles.

Tilled lands: 45,888 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 15,936 acres; in corn, 17,338 acres ; in oats, 8,193 acres,.
. Cotton production: 4,693 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.29 bale, 414 pounds seed-cotton, or 138:
pounds cotion lint,

Clarke county is drained to the sonthward by the Chickasawhay river and its tributaries, of which Chunkey,
Okatibbee, and Buckatunna are the chief. The northern portion is a region of rolling or hilly long-leaf pine lands,.
whose quality varies in accordance with a greater or less admixture of oaks and hickory, cultivation being,,
however, thus far mainly restricted to the lowlands. Of these the wide “huminock ” of the Chickasawhay, with
good sandy loam soil, forms an important part, the more so as beds of greensand and marls occurring at and below
the town of Enterprise afford an important means of improving and maintaining the fertility of the soil. A line
drawn from northwest to southeast through De Soto marks the northern limit of the prairie belt proper, although
the influence of the marly beds which crop out in the ¢reeks appears in the valleys as far north as Quitman in the
occurrence of the tulip tree, walnut, ash, ete,

The prairies of southern Clarke form plateaus between the streams and differ in some respects from those farther
west, the extreme hog-wallow character being less pronounced. There are fow treeless tracts. The prevalent timber
is sturdy post oak and short-leaf pine, thickly hung with long moss, and accompanied by an undergrowth of crab-
apple, wild plumn, honey-locust, ete. Itisa very heavy soil, producing in rainy times a fearfully tenacious mud. The
black surface soil is from 6 to 12 inches deep, below which lies an equally heavy, deep orange-tinted subsoil, and beneath
this, at from 3 to 10 feet, theré are yellowish clay marls, The open prairie tracts, with vecasional clumps of crab-apple
and boney-locust, have a much lighter soil, sometimes whitish from the admixture of the underlying.marl, Both soils:
produce cotton finely, but the open prairie is the safer and more easily tilled, the héavy black soil standing
intermediate in character between the intractable hog-wallow of Smith and Jasper and the true black prairie soil.
Besides this, we find to the southward a belt about 3 miles wide of a tawny-colored soil, more of the true ¢ hog-wallow”
type, timbered with lank post oak -and short-leaf pine and black gum, which has not thus far been brought into.
cultivation. Southward of this belt there are, in the southwest corner of Olarke and in the adjacent parts of Wayne
county, ridgy lands, with small upland prairies, similar to those of southern J asper. The Chickasawhay river here
runs between rocky banks in a deep channel.

Most of the cotton grown in the county is from this southern prairie region and the Chickasawhay flat,

The percentage of tilled lands is 11, and the cotton acreage is one-seventh less than that devoted to corn,.
making it 24.5 per square mile. The cotton product per acre is 0.29, being somewhat below that of Jasper county,.
and the same ag in Lauderdale. ;

~ The Mobile and Ohio railroad traverses the western part of the county from north to south and affords ample:
opportunity for shipment and communication. Freight to Mobile, 3 per bale.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF W. SPILLMAN, M. D., ENTERPRISE,

(Refers to T. 4, R. 14 east, the northwestern corner of the county.)

The sbest land is that of the bottoms of the Chunkey and the Chickasawhay rivers, which occupies about one-sixth of the township and!
extends through the county. Itsgrowth is magnolia, maple, beech, bay, swamp oak, sycamore, and a few cottonwoods, The soil is a fine,
sandy loam of a gray, buff, and blackish color, and varying depths, The subsoil is leachy, and is underlaid by sand-rock at 15 to 20 feet.
“The soil"is early, warm, well frained, always easily tilled, is best adapted to cotton, and three-fourths of the cultivated area is planted with.
the same, The usual and most productive height attained by the plant is from 33 to 4 fest. In wet seasons it inclinds to run to weed on
all soils here, and the remedy consists in topping at about 3 feet. ‘ . ' ‘ ‘

The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 800 to 1,000 pounds, and from 1,425 to 1,545 pounds make a 475-pound bale
of lint. After five years’ cultivation the product varies from 400 to 600 pounds seed-cotton. Crab-grase is the most troublesome of all weeds.

About one-fifth of the township consists of cane-brake or kummook land, and ite chief natural growth is walnut, poplar, sweet gnm,
water oak, and maple. The soil is a deep blackish and black loam. Tillage is diffieult in wet geasons, but easy in dry. The soil is well
draimed, but late and cold.. It is best adapted to corn and cotiton, and three-fourths of its cultivated arvea is planted with cotton. The
plant grows from 4 to 6 feet high, but is most productive at 4 feet. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 1,000 to 1,500
pounds; 1,425 pounds make & 475-pound bale of lint, After five years’ cultivation the product varies from 800 to 1,000 pounds. The
cecklebur is the most tronblesoms weed. o . . k

The remainder, or nearly two-thirds of the township, is hilly upland, which. extends 11 miles west, 30 east, and from 20 to 30 north,
and bears a natural growth of pine chiefly; also hickory, dogwood, black-jack, and other oaks. The soil is formed of clay and fine sand,
it whitish, gray, and brown in eolor, and from 4 to 6 inches deep; the subsoilis impervious red and yellow clay, with a large proportion of

sand, The soil is early, warm, always easily tilled, does not endure drought well, is best adapted to oats and cotton, and three-fourths

'
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of its culitivated area is planted with cottom. The plant rarely exceeds 3 feet in height, The seod-cotiton product per acre varies from
400 to 500 pounds on fresh land; 1,425 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint. After five years’ cultivation the product varies from 300 to -
400 pounds. The most troublesome weed is crab-grass. About one-fourth of such land originally cultivated now lies ¢ turned out”. The
slopes are seriotisly damaged by washing and gulilying, but the valleys are not much injured by the washings. T'o check the damage a
little horizontalizing and hijllside ditching have been practiced with good snccess.

The chief ci'op.g are cofton, corn, oats, potatoes, and cow-pease. Cool nights in May retard the growth of cotton, and a'phides Just
then kill a large portion of it, cansing thin stands, ‘ ' :

. The southern portion of the county (about one-third) consists of very productive caloareous prairie land. 1Ib produces 40 bushels of

-corn oy from 1,000 to 1,500 pounds of seed-cotton per acre in favorable seasons and deteriorates but slightly.

Cotton is shipped, as soon. as ready, by rail from Enterprise to Mobile at §3 per bale.

.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORTS OF JOHN A. BASS, CHARLES W. MOODY, AND J. E. WELBORN, SHURUTA.

(Refera to T.10, R. 6, 7, 8, and 8.)

The lands of the cointy comprise the black and yellow prairies and stiff boftoms, the sandy pine hills, hummocks, and level cresk
bottoms, and the light sandy bottoms of Chickasawhay river and Shubuta and Dry creeks. )
The chief cotton-producing soil is the black and yellow prairies of the level and rolling uplands, occurring in bodies of from 50 to 1,000
.acres. One-half or more of the eultivated soil of this region isof thiskind. Itachief growthis ash,red elm, hickory, post, black-jack,and some
wwhite and red oalks. Thae soil is a clayey loam 6 to 30 inches deep; the subsocil is heavier, but otherwise similaz, and is putty-like and
.adliesive when wet, It contains flinty, browiish pebbles, with shells and bones, and is underlaid by sand, gravel, and soft rock at 18 inches
.ormore, When once brolen, the soil is generally easily tilled; but it is difficult to till when too wet, especially if level. The rolling portions *
.are early and well-drained ; the level parts are late and ill-drained. The soilis equally well adapted to all of the chief crops of this region,
viz, corn, cotton, onts, pease, potatoes, and sugar-cane, and the shelly lands are especially well adapted to corn and oats. About one-half of
‘the cultivated area is planted with cotton, The plant attains heightsof from 3 to 7 feet, but is most productive atfrom 4 to 5 feet. Tt jhclines
“fo run to weed in excessive rainy seasons, especially when the clay is at a depth of from 2 to 3 feet, but in stiff yellow or black pradiries ib
-searcely ever goes too much to weed. Early planting and proper or uniform cultivation has generally succeeded in preventing too great
. growth and has induced bolling. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 800 to 1,000 pounds; 1,660 pounds make a
475-pound bale of middling lint. The soil being fresh and all things favorable, 3 pounds of seed-cotton usually yield 1 pound of lint. After
twenty-five yoears' cultivation (unmanured) the product varies from 500 to 600 pounds, and ratio of seed to lint remains the same, but the
-staple is inferior. About one-half of such originally cultivated land lies ¢ turned out”, and when again cultivated it produces well after
the first year, but little in that year. The troublesome weeds are crab-grass, morning-glory, coffee-weed, tea-weed, and purslane,
The sandy lands cover one-half of the county area, though occurring only in spots. Its natural growth is short-leaf pine, chincapin,
rod and black-jack onks, black and sweet gums, hickory, some ash, chestnut, dogwood, ete.  The soil is various, and Lesides the generally
“provailing coarse, sandy loam there are gravelly and clayeyloams, the colors of which are whitish-gray, buff, and yellow, the depthaveraging
18ihches. 'Uhe heavier subsoil is yellowish and xed clay, and contains small pebbles, The soil isearly, well drained, easily tilled, and one-
“hulf to three-fourths of its cultivated area is planted with cotton, The ustal and most productive height of the plantisfrom 3 to 4 feet, and
when showery weather continues for a time it inclines to run to weed. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from 800 to
1,200 pounds; 1,660 pounds make a 475.pound bale of low middling to good middling lint, aceording to seasons, ete. Ten years’ cultivation
-(unmanured) cwuses a decline in yields of from 33 to 50 per cent., and about 1,935 pounds ther make a 475-pound bale of lint rating oneoer
two grades below that of fresh land. A small amount of this land has been “turned out”, but after ten or fifteen years’ rest it produces
.08 woll as originally. Slopes in some localities are seriously damaged by washings and gullying of the soil. Valleys are nsually so much
benefited by the washings as to-double their yields; but if the valley lands and the hillside washings are both stiff and clayey they are
~damaged. A little hillside ditching has been done, and the damage suceessfully checked to that extent. i
 North of the locations described are extensive areas of “poor pine land”, timbered chiefly with long-leaf pine, with occasionally
somo poat, red, and black-jack oaks, and hickory. The soil is a gray clay loam 18 to 24 inches thick; the subsoil is gimilar to that of the
bottoms last described, and is underlaid at from 15 to 20 feet by blue marl, The soil is easily oultivated, early, warm, and well drained,
bt only a small proportion of it is cultivated. . .
Clotton on the uplands may be planted éarlier and matures earlier than on the lowlands, even if planted at the same time. Itis rarely
tfrost-Lilled in this region. ) .
Cotton is shipped during all the picking season chiefly to Mobile, by rail, at §3 per bale; distance, 96 miles.

WAYNE.

Population: 8,741.—White, 4,971; colored, 3,770. _ .
Area: 790 square miles,—Long-leaf pine hills, 490 square miles ; central prairie, 300 square miles.
Tilled lands: 20,977 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 7,559 acres; in corn, 10,411 acres; in oats, 1,408 acres;
+in wheat, 7 acres. :
Cotton production: 1,979 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.26 bale, 372 pounds seed-cotton, or 124
~pounds cotton lint. ' ’ , ) ) ) o
Wayne county is traversed in a southerly direction by the Chickasawhay river, and in the east by Buckatunna
-creels, both crossing the prairie belt, which may be defined as lying north of a line passing & short distance south of
‘Waynesboro, in a northwestern and southeastern direction. South of this line lie hilly or rolling lands, heavily
‘timbered with long-leaf pine, which are thinly settled, cultivation being restricted to the narrow bottoms,
The uplands and bottoms of the northern part of the county, lying within the prairie belt, produce the bulk
.of the cotton grown. The suxface features of this region are a counterpart of southern Clarke county (see page 130),
the largest tracts of heavy upland prairie occurring in the northern portion, while in the southern (as on Yellow
.and Limestone creels) are rolling or hilly lands with a loam soil, timbered with oak and more or less pine, interspersed
vwith small tracts and patches of black upland prairie, with here and there a tract of the hog-wallow soil.
‘ ' 333
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i i in a deep channel cut into Iimestone

. -li ear Waynesboro’ the Chickasawhay river flows in & |

anixitcli]e ft? l;:gl;lymgllbso Iéhe bord):aring hummock or flat being practically above ovex_'(i;lgw gggt ﬁ;ﬁaﬂﬁdﬁ lfg
:fl?:ﬁ’ta‘;e The same is true more or less of the tributary creeks within the limestone region. )

ine re iofx the river channel is more shallow, and its bottom liable to overflow. £ tho state. and ab one Hme was

P ngchéster in this county, was one of the early settlements in this part o e 1? ta y B e D o

quite a thriving"wwn, with brick houses and other improvements and some soeial reputation. Wi

- ed to Waynesboro’. o o

the cﬁlgﬁeﬁfﬁ’tﬁg‘;ﬁiﬁ?{ed lands ())’_t]3 ‘Wayne amount to onle 4.1 per ceng.t oé‘ 132 (ﬁl{ggb glll‘e a&?ﬁg% &213183%’,00 being
3 ile, against one-third more given to corn. he average cotton p : - ale.

%0 pigﬁeb%}lgg?lg ai]nec’l %ﬁlilg Srailroad follows t%e Ohickasawhay river nearly through the county, leaving it and the

state at its southeast corner. Shipments go by this road to Mobile.

LONG-LEAF PINE REGION.

(It embraces the following counties and parts of counties: Copiah, Olaiborne,* Jefferson,* Hinds,* Lincoln, Pike,
Franklin, Amite, Lawrence, Simpson, Rankin,* Smith, Jasper,* Newton,* Lauderdale, Clarke,* Waymno,*
Covington, Jones, Marion, Perry, Greene, Jackson, Harrison, and Hancoek.)

COPIAH,

Population: 27,552.—White, 13,101; eolored, 14,451, ) ) ) .

Areq: 750 square miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 60 square miles; long-leaf pine hills, 690 squa‘re miles.

Tilled lands ; 119,866 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 54,616 acres; in corn, 38,292 acres; in oats, 5,320 acres.

Cotton production: 23,726 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.43 bale, 612 poun(fs seed-cotton, or 204
pounds cotton lint. ' ) . ‘ ’

The greater part of Copiah county is drained by bayou Pierre and its tributaries, and .on the east by croels
flowing toward Pearl river, of which Copiah and Big Bahala creeks are the chief, The heads of the Homoehitto
reach into the gouthwest corner. : i )

The surface of Copiah is rolling or hilly, sometimes broken, with sharp sandstone ridges, especially in the
southwestern part, long-leaf pine prevailing on all the highér ridges, interspersed more or less on their flanks and
on the lower ridges with the oaks and short-leaf pine, which are there predominant. The upland soil is sometimes
very sandy, but chiefly a light brownish yellow loam, underlaid by yellow or orange loam subsoil, forming n good
foundation for improvement, These oak and pine uplands are moderately productive, and are cultivated to u
considerable extent; but the numerous valleys are the preferred culture lands. These valleys are usually wide
and largely of & hummock or second-bottom character, the first bottoms being mostly narrow and gometimes
altogether wanting, when the streams often meander in wide sandy beds. The hummock soils are usually gray or
whitish and rather fine, silty, and sometimes sandy and gravelly, according to the nature of the adjacent uplands,.
which are often traversed by gravelly ridges, The timber of these hummocks usually consists of oaks and bottom
pine, mingled with more or less of hickory, magnolia, holly, and, when sandy, a good deal of beech, (For analyses.
of these hummock soils, see regional description, page 62.) : ‘

_.In the northwest corner of Copiah the Jong-leaf pine is absent, while oaks, hickory, and short-leaf pina,.
with more or less beech and magnolia on the slopes, constitute the timber of the rolling country, On the Penr]
river side also there is a belt of country, from which the long-leat pine is absent, skirting the river valley, which is.
here formed of & wide hummock timbered with large hottom pine, post, scarlet, and Spanish oaks, hickory, and,
near the river, with water and willow oaks and a good deal of hickory and sweet gum. This is excellent cotton
Iandbbup %he crefk Dbottoms adja%centlare aven more highly esteemed..

Oplah county is & region of small farms, was early settled, and stands ninth in population among the ¢ unties
of the state, and in density of population is next above Monroe county. The tilled %aglds amount togone(ﬁi%(zu‘th (of'
the total area. Not quite one-half of them are devoted to cotton culture, and a little over two-thirds as much to:

corn. The average cotton aereage er square mile ix 72,8, and th e i : Ty
remarkable Bhowgng for Whag 10 g€ per sq s e average product per acre iy 0.43 bale. Thisis u

The communication of Copial is chiefly with Hazlehnrst and other stations on th i
o : : e New Orleans and Chicago.
ﬁggg% ghﬁ)cﬁlérgrfiv‘:gxl"sesfrthe eqriltetll'ln Il)l?lrlt of ﬂ&e ctl)lunty from north to south on the dividing ridge bet%rgen baitgu
i » 40 avold the hilly roads the western ortion communi 1t i 't (3 and
Grand Gulf landing, whence cotton is shipped by steamer tO.N%W Orleans, mieates paxily with Port Gibson and

CLAIBORNE.
(See ¢ Cane hills region ”)

JEFFERSON,
{See « Cane hills region n)

HINDS,
(See # Central prairie rggibn ”)
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LINCOLN.

Population: 18,547.—White, 7,701 ; coloved, 5,846. ‘

Area: 30 square miles.—Woodland, all; long-leaf pine hills, all.

Tilled lands: 05,409 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 17,272 aecres; in corn, 19,843 acres; in oats, 5,704 acres.

it Co?tmé production; 6,286 bales; average cotton product per acre,0.36 bale, 513 pounds seed-cotton, or 171 pounds
cotton lint. : , '

Lincoln county is drained by streams flowing in five different directions, viz: Centrally and chiefly by the Bogue
Chitto and its tributaries; in the northeastern portion by Fair river and Bahala creek, tributary to Pearl river; in
the northern part by the extreme Leads of bayou Pierre; in the northwestern by those of the Homochitto river; and
in the southwestern by the east fork of the Amite, tributary to lake Pontchartrain., Itis naturally, therefore,a region
of rolling, hilly, and sometimes broken uplands (rming to the elevation of 480 feet at Brookhaven), which are timbered
chiefly with long-leaf pine, largely interspersed, especially in the western part, with oaks and hickory, indicating
a corresponding improvement in the soil as we approach the oak and short-leaf pine belt bordering thecaue hills (see
regional description, page 56). The numerous bottoms afford egually numerous though usually small bodies of
good farming land, on which the cotton produced is chiefly grown. The uplands are as yet cultivated on a small
scale only, having thus far been given to the lumbering industry, which has been extensively developed since-
the establiskrment of railroad communiecatien. '

The tilled lands of Lincoln constitute nearly 15 per cent. of its area, over one-guarter of them (31.2 per cent.)
being given to cotton, and nearly one-third more (35 per cent.) to corn. The average cotton product per acre is 0.36
bale, with an average of 29.8 acres per square mile.

The communication of Lincoln eounty is by way of the New Orleans and Chicago railroad, which traverses it
centrally, chiefly with New Orleans. _ )
PIKE. \

 Population: 16,688.—White, 8,672; colored, 8,116.

Area: 720 square miles.—Woodland, all; long-leaf pine hills, all. ‘ .

Tilled lands: 53,803 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 19,842 acres; in corn, 19,248 acres; in oats, 6,003 acres; in
wheat, 8 acres. o ‘

Cotton production; 6,507 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.33 bale, 471 pounds seed-cotton, nr 157
pounds cotton lint. ‘

Pike county is covered throughout with a heavy forest of long-leaf pine. The Bogue Chitto river traversss it in &
northwestern and southeastern direetion, and the country eastward of that stream is drained by its tributaries, of
which Magee’s and Tapashaw creeks are the chief. West of the Bogue Ohitto the dividing ridge between it and
Tav gipahoa tomes in so closely as to leave room only for short creels, so that the country to the westward is drained
almost wholly by the tributaries of the last-named stream, nearly all of which carry running water throughout the
s6as801.

The northern portion of Pike county is hilly or rolling pine land. In its eastern portion it is quite sandy, but as
the Bogune Chitto is approached the increasing admixture and the appearance of black-jack oaks indicates the
approach to the surface of a brown-loam subsoil, which becomes more and more prevalent to the westward, and
forms a good foundation for the cultivation and improvement of the uplands, which thus far has not been inaugurated
to any great extent, but on a small scale has been quite successful. (For analysis and discussion of this soil, see
regional desecription, page 59.)

T the southern portion of the county, within 10 miles of the Louisiana line, the level of the country (which
at Summit station reaches the height of 425 feet) sinks visibly, the surface becoming gently undulating, still,
however, underlaid by sand and gravel at the depth of a few feet. In the northern part of the county, where the
upland has been denuded of its timber or thrown out of cullivation, the existence of these substrata gives rise to
deep hillside washes or ravines. At some points the soil itself is very gravelly. ‘

The immediate valley of the Bogue Chitto varies from 1 to 2 miles in width. The bottom proper, usually not.
very wide, has rather a light soil, which is timbered with beech, magnolia, botfom white pine, elm, and some black
and sweet gums, and is productive, but subject to overflow. The soil of the second bottom is generally preferred for
cultivation, It is a dark-colored loam, sometimes as much as 2§ feet in depth, more or less traversed by sandier-
“heech ridges,” and the usual timber, which is very large, is magnolia, sweet guim, poplar, hickory, sassafras, and
some beech; also chestuut-white oak and holly. It isa very fine and durable soil. The soils and timber on the
smaller streams are quite similar in character. _ .

The tilled lands of Pike county constitute 11.7 per cent. of its area.  Of these over one-third (36.9 per cent.) is
devoted to.cotton culture, with an average product of 0.33 bale per acre, the cotton acreage being 27.6 per s¢quare
mile. The corn acreage is a trifle less than that of cotton. _ ' : ‘

The lumber industry has been extensively developed in this county since the completion of the New Orleans
and Chicago railroad, utilizing not only the long-leaf pine, but also the large “ poplar” (white-wood) and magnolia
and other timber of the bottoms. Other manufacturing industries have been started at stations on the line of the
railroad, such as a cotton-mill, factories of agricultural implements, ete. Magnolia and stations south of the same
also serve ag summer resorts for health and pleasure for the population (_)f New Orleans,

Cotton ig shipped, as fast as baled, to New Orleans, at $2 30 per bile.

ABSTRACT OF -THE REPORT OF W. W. VAUGHT, MAGNOLIA.

The surface of the country is rolling, the uplands comprising pine hills, covered with a dense pine growth. Thq first and second
Dottoms of creeks and rivers is the chief cotton-producing seil, It occupies about one-fifth of the area of this region, and extends about
25 miles west, to the state line east and south, and to Crystal Springs, 50 miles north. The land is somewhat subject to overflow, and has

a natural growth of oak; gum, poplar, beech, hickory, ete.
. . . ‘ 335
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The soil is a fine sandy loam of blackish and black colors, extending 4 to 8 inches be.low the surfa,ce.. Tl‘m subsoil ig f.m.her sandy. and
leechy, and is underlaid by sand. The soil is early and warm when well drained, and is g‘?nerally easily tilled, excopl in wot methmﬁ
The chief erops of this region are cotton, corn, oats, sweet potatoes, and sugar-cane, and the soil seems best_ adu,pte'd to these crops. It yie]qa
from 30 to 50 bushels of corn. About half its cultivated area is planted with cotton. The msnally attained height of the cotton-plant ig
from 3 to 5 feet; at greater heights it is less productive. It inclines to run to jveed in web seasons and on fresh land, and the 1-011)0'(131
consists in applying phosphates or bone-meal to the soil, and thus favors bolling. The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varios
from 1,200 to 1,500 pounds, or, after ten years’ cultivation (unmanured), from 300 to 500 pounds; in either case 1,426 to 1,545 pomﬁ]ﬂs nmk.n
s 475-pound bale of lint. The quality of staple from old land is but little different from that of fresh land. All the CO.t.t‘()ll 11‘()1!} 'bh.lﬁ
region rates generally as middling. About one-fourth of such land lies ¢ turned out”, but by deep plowing and systematic manuring it
cay be made to produce as well as ever, Crab-grass is the only troublesome weed, hog and rag weeds giving but little trouble.

The pine hills are but little in cultivation, but about two-fifths of the area being suitable for tillage when cleared. Bosidos ita
oatural growth of pine, it has more or less oak, hickory, and gum, and it is coextensive with the lowland described. The soll is o yellow,
sandy loam, 4 to 8 inches thick; the subsoil a heavy red clay, 1 to 3 feet thick, containing some fine sand and a varioty of gravel,
underlaid by sand and gravel. The soil is early, warm, well drained, and easily tilled, producing about 500 pounds of soed-cotton por
acre from fresh lands and 300 pounds after ten years’ culfivation.

Blopes are serionsly injured by washings and gullying of the soil, the washings to some extent damaging the valleys. To cheock the
damage considerable horizontalizing and hillside ditching have been done, and where the work has been well done this has boen snccessful,
‘When droughts oceur here jt is rarely before July 15, when the plant is so nearly matured as not to suffer.

I3

FRANKLIN.

Population: 9,729.—White, 4,852; colored, 4,877.
. Area: 360 square miles.—~Short-leaf pine and cak uplands, 250 square miles ; long-leaf pine hills, 310 square
miles; all woodland. ;

’1}'11&(1 lands: 37,680 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 18,211 acres ; in corn, 12,045 acres; in oats, 1,012 acres.

Cotton production: 8,042 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.44 bale, 627 pounds seed-cotton, or 209
pounds cotton lint,

The greater part of Franklin county is drained by the Homochitto river, which traverses diagonally the eastern
half of the county and is joined by numerous creeks from both sides. The surface is throughout hilly, especially
along the main Homochitto, where the “ Homochitto hills” constitute & country of narrow and steep, somotimoes
rocky, ridges, the uplands being largely too broken for cultivation. The countyLis nearly equally divir’led into an
eastern portion, timbered with long-leaf pine, more or less mingled with oaks, hickory, and short-leaf pine on the
slopes and lower ridges, and a western one, in which oaks, hickory, and short-leaf pine alone prevail, save vecasionally
on higher rid ges extending in from the east. In both sections the bulk of the cultivated lands ]ie’s in tho vimllé\'&% of
the streams, in which (as is generally the case in southwestern Mississippi) the second bottom or hummock lands
pred;guna@;z m%e%th(girst b}ottomi, ?lmd are most generally under cultivation. T -

e =o1ls of the Homochitto hills and of the eastern portion of the Y genera, X v quite s >
yet not iufertile, as is shown by the vigorous growth of ogks and higkor(;? lllelmggug&}il’glllﬂ]lgﬂ fbil?ols?‘,os"’li}h8“)1(221'8\‘21‘(:5{
excessively sandy tracts are characterized by the presence of ihe upland willow, oak 0% nfmrxk'(')w—lenf]bl'w(]}— ';]iclli"
among the!po:st\, Spanish, and white oaks, resembling exceedingly the sandy rid:g'e Jands 0"f Smith amd( thl‘la or
;I?éllfttllle?)f tﬁ}e .ESI(())I}I]SO(?fl igloe ]fciir‘sgrbogﬁrqs iln ‘%111119 ﬁegion are correspondingly séndy, and so continne almost “ti(()k ]l,l(ura

ut : G ver.  Their dep owever, compensates so far for the excess of 1 that s B
these hottom lands (e. ¢., on the middle fork of the Hoﬁnochitt ar o the oot Qg igie of
) i , 1 1 ! re I ed to be among the most durable 1
productive cotton lands of the state. (For details regarding th °) 1(‘31 e fot N anlo ant
and magnolia are the most prominent timben el 0%, thesg bo%ie So1ls, see regional description, p. 63.) The beeeh

' € ( together with the chestnut-white onk, swoee
gum, poplar, maple, ete. The hummock soils of this region, el ?«ngs(’l fr e atte onlt, sweet
bottom, are ouly moderately light, of a buff color underlﬁid s e :,m 1e rom 2 to as much as 6 feet above tho first
tht.aif,.vak., Iflckory, holly, sweet gum, cherry, sour,wood, ete. Sy(;mtla) ?)iﬁ;l}l]géleolzllxgg?)’c]?:oFllsm};?)l(lQlf Wi}l*wh 3182(%11( 1 bt_wluh,
aﬂf‘m-.:} of .b(ffad-cotton per acre, While the average width of the valleys in this re ionris tlll > same o (,]( 10'1,.%{)0
axg‘o:‘l‘:xtclfﬁl{tﬂ]lﬁ“} ,Sand}’ beds W_hlch th_e streams excavate for themselves in ﬂood-tirge often d?ns"ﬂ’l{“lx Y L Hm“I]:G‘l le’
entire fd l‘d ¢y land suitable for cultivation, the smaller streams especially sometimes oceu ing in thi e e
ot “lla th of their valleys. . The uplands of the western seetion of the county ar ]p,}{ng i (e
MO o 1nds correspond in this respect, especially in the northwestern porti 1 the hoads of Y7 e nd the

organ’s fork, Here the “Hamburg hills? form ‘a body of rolling o 'dp Dlands, partiods of Well's creck and
havm_:i: an excellent subsoil of light-brown loam, which makes ; 81t tolt 1Y uplands,.partly of & platean character,
Spanish, and Dlack oaks, together with the mrxel makes 1tself felt by the scarcity of the pine, hickory, white
Bweet gum, ash, and poplar, or tulip tree, ar rlge- gaved e i oocupying the ridges, while on the sl'o’pus tho
b elxcellllent. : ) » are also found. The uplands are quite produetive, and the valley lands
n the sout : ’ o
thwestern part of the county the Homochitto hills continue to form

which the portion lyin g between Well’ ]

) J 8 creek and the Homochitto is k i

among teamstos oL crreen | ) he 0 18 known as “The Devil’s Backbone” alle

%m’xd%]aml lg?l'ﬂy ol nviable reputation of its clayey slopes. The summits of the rjdg‘es,nlfow;gg(g‘? 1313(1"'(33
Che table. ' i i d a

Ly catton on&i‘sﬁ?(igi r{ga;;{g?x c}(l)néll‘:y constitute 10.5 per cent,. of itg area, Of these nearly one-half i i

lows han ooy L T Ehi oty ¢ Th:u(l:%mgxﬁfgi :;)t;:grn.f If?he ﬁ'erage-cotton product per acre ig 0.44 bgs I(g cE(;. utIl)l]ﬁ%

shipped 10 New , e ! ation of Franklin county is chi i vhence cotton is

ripped Orleans. The eastern portion also communicates with s%a,tionsegﬂ v&?lﬁ%??)%ézﬁgegﬁa 08}:1%111 g;g

8%

a ridgy, broken country, of
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AMITE.

Population: 14,004.—White, 5,494 ; colored, 8,510, )

Area: 720 square.miles.—Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 85 square miles; long-leaf pine hills, 635 square
miles; woodland. ) : ‘ ‘

- Tiilled lands: 62,095 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 27,749 acres; in corn, 22,589 acres; in oats, 3,184 acres.

Cotton production: 9,952 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.36 bale, 513 pounds seed-cotton, or 171
pounds cotton lint. :

The greater part of Amite county resembles closely in its surface features the portion of Pike county lying
west of the Bogue Chitto, and is drained centrally and chiefly by the several forks and tributary creeks of the . .
Amite river. In the northwest corner some of the tributaries of the Homochitto interloek with the Amite, and the
southeast corner is drained by the heads of the Tickfaw river. ‘

The bulk of the cultivated lands of Amite county still lies in the bottoms and hummocks of the streams. Outside
of these, in the rolling and hilly uplands, the long-leaf pine forest prevails over all but the extreme western portion
of the county, where short-leaf pine and oaks take possession first of the flanks, and then of the summits of the
ridges, being more or less commingled with the long-leaf pine throughout, The upland soil, when dry, is of a pale
brownish-yellow tint with an orange loam subsoil, which, besides common gravel, usually contains more or less of
black pebble. In level places, where huckleberry bushes prevail, it is sometimes white, and is also underlaid by the
yellow subsoil. It is fairly productive. In the northwestern portion the Homochitto hills form a belt of broken
ridge lands, mostly sandy, occupied by oaks and hickory, heavily curtained with long moss, the pine being quite
subordinate; but these hill lands, though having a productive soil, are almost too Lroken for cultivation. The
southern part of Amite county, like the corresponding part of Pike, is a more gently rolling, sometimes almost
level, pine-woods region. '

The valleys of the various forks and tributaries of the Ainite river, though not nsually very wide (1 to 2 miles
on the main Amite), contain Dodies of excellent farming land, chiefly on the second bottom level. These bodies
alternate more or less with apparently ill-drained tracts of a white, ¢ crawfishy?” soil, underlaid by black pebbles,
which increase proportionally as we descend the streams. Such traects are characterized by a growth of bottom
pine and a great deal of water oak among the timber, which is otherwise the same in species as that of the better
class of bottom lands, but is rather under gize. In the well-drained portions of the hottoms the soil is a dark or
mulatto-colored loam from 1% to 2 feet in depth, with a large timber growth of magnolia, holly, white and chestnut-
white oaks, ash, sweet gum, beech, and some poplar., The soil is very productive, though crops are liable to
damage from overflows. )

The tilled lands of Amite county amount to 13.5 per cent. of the total area, placing the county in this respect
above Pike and Franklin, but below Lincoln (14.9 per cent.), and nearly on a level with Rankin. The cotton acreage
exceeds that of corn by one-fourth, and the average product per acre is the same as that of Benton ecounty (0.36 bale), .

The communication of Amite county is chiefly with.stations on the New Orleans and Chicago railroad, or via
the Clinton narrow-gauge railroad to Bayou Sara, and by steamer to New Orleans. Freight on cotton, $2 to $2 25
per bale. ' ‘

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORTS OF J. R. GALINEY AND GEORGE F. WEBB, LIBERTY.

By long expoerience planters have found it safest to plant the rolling uplands in cotton and the lowlands in,corn, The bottoms of
creeks and smaller streams are, in comparison with river bottoms, easily tilled, and, being the safest for all crops, they are regarded by
most farmers a8 the best lands in the region, The river bottoms are subject to overflows, and cotton is liable to be prematurely
frost-leilled, besides suffering more from insect pests than on other lands, *The chief erops of this region are cotton, corn, sugar-cane,
oats, field pease, sweet potiatoes, and sorghum,

All the soils are apparently best adapted to cotton, although the other ¢rops suceced well, and more than half the cultivated land
is planted with that staple. The chief soil is a brown or mahogany upland loam, 5 inches thick, with a subsoil of red, clayey loam, rather
impervions, containing a variety of gravel, large and small, and underlaid by sand and gravel. Three-fourths of the cultivated laud of
the county is of this kind. Its natural growth is red, white, and black onks, chincapin, long-leaf pine, sweet gum, cherry, sassafras, ete,
The soil is carly, warm, and well-drained, and the cotton-plant usnally grows from 24 to 3} feet high. On this, as well ason all other lands
deseribed, it inclines to run to weed in wet seasons, but may be restrained by using the hooe instead of the plow in after-cultivation. The
seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is from 700 to 808 pounds, 1,445 pounds (or 1,425 late in the season) making & 475-pound bale
of lint. After five years’ cultivation (unmanured) the product is from 500 to 600 pounds, and then from 1,455 to 1,485 pounds make a bale
of lint shorter and weaker than that from fresh land, The troublesome weeds on all of the lands are crab-grass, cocklebur. and morning-
glory., About one-half of such originally cultivated land lies ¢ turned out”; when it is overgrown with brers, it again produces as weil
as originally, but not so well if overgrown with sedge and pine. ' ‘ T

A comparatively small part of this region consists of second botlom or hummock land, which occurs in strips less than half a mile in
average width, zext to parallel and continuous with the swamp or river bottom lands. Its growth is oak (ved, white, and black), pine,
beeely, hickory, ash, gum, holly, poplar, magnolia, ete. The soil is a loam varying from clayey to fine sandy, and in color from mahogany
to black, and is 6 to 12 inches deep; the subsoil is clayey, tough, hard, and impervions, but by cultivation and exposure it gradually

" pecomes like the surface ‘soil. It contains a variety of gravel, and is underlaid by sand and gravel and sometiu es large pebbles, The
goil is early and warm when well-drained, and the cotton-plant grows from 3 to 5 feet high, but is most productive at 5 feet. The seedl-
cotton product per acre of fresh land is about 1,000 pounds; 1,600 pounds make a 475-pound bale of lint. After five years' cultivation
(unmanured) the produet is 800 pounds, and 1,630 pounds then malke a bale. -Aboust one-third of such originally cultivated land lies
“fnrned out”; when again cultivated, it produces about the same, ’

The remaining kind is usually designated swamp land, and includes river and oreek bottoms, the greater part of it lying u.,long the
Amite rivor, where its width is about 2 miles. Its growth is red, white, water, and pin oalks, beech, poplar, ash, hickory, m.ugnoha», sweet
and black gums, cypress, holly, ete. The soil is a loam of a mahogany, blackish and blncl; color, 1 to 3 feet'deep; the sabsoil ifs a comp ac?;,
impervious hard-pan while undisturbed, which bakes very hurd when first exposed, but gradually hecomes lik.e the sm:i“ ace by tillage. Itis
underlaid by sgnd insome places; in others by clay. The plant grows from 3 to 6 teet high, but i most productive at4 feet. The pr‘g;uct per

28 0 p , ‘ R
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i 5 ter 1 gt cultivation
- 30 pounds making a 475-pound bale, After five years' e

AT Wb Tand 1,000 to 1,500 pounds of seed-cotton, 1,580 p . o Ré O e
‘.'ui r;x (:fnf:: :11: t]l?:gr;?hﬁ‘;‘; fr,om 600 to’ 1,005) pounds, about 1,545 pounds then making s baje. Nearly half of such land orviginally enliivated
e e o ; i v in cultivated.

% Hes  turne ¥ and the longer it rests the more it yields when again cu : . o o . ‘
™ w\?; %‘ t'll‘f)l::eg Z:: ;:mlv they .‘1%‘6 geriously damaged by washings and gullying, and the washings 111,]mAe i:ho v'nlluys i,o Lhe' ;slxtm:{{ ?}f

duei H}];iii.rl yields from ‘one-fourth to one-third, To check the damage many efforts have been made by filting fhe gnl ios w11 1 l(m don
“t‘;;:: mﬁtc i Q:J(i by ilorirontalizing and hillside ditehing. The sucecess has been sufficient to justify the labor lLll(l‘ OXpens&o m} 0 ve(l . (
o (;x,yttt«)x;’is éhif»ped a8 soon as ready, by rail from Osyka, 88 miles, to New Orleans, at §2 20 per bale, or at $2 per bale from Clinton,

< ; 1 . p

Louisiana, by rail and river,

LAWRENCE.

Population : 9,492.—White, 4,937 ; colored, 4,485,

: 620 sque iles.—~All long-leaf pine hills. ) . . ) e
‘j:rl{gld I‘(:ng;:qz?fgg(r)n e}mres.-—Area %lant-etll) in cotton, 17,306 acres; in corn, 20,758 avcres; in oats, 4,845 acres ; in

rheat, § ueres. , . 4 e
whe },’t‘a't:'o:: Jl;erzactz‘on : 5,967 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.34 bale, 486 pounds seed-cotton, or 162 pounds
W“‘}’;‘;_’I{EM county is a region of rolling, hilly or sometimes broken, and mostly san dy uplmu?s, lf?wﬂy 'b1u}1)§:‘)i';.:t}
with long-leaf pine, the flanks of some, and sometimes entire ridges, being oceupied by i‘ihgwsh‘c.n E-I‘e‘a; 113;11‘0, mm}h \c;(;
more or less with post and black-jack oaks and hickory. The western portion of the cour 1b§_r is trav orsed in g so‘ut 1\5.111.
direetion by Pear] river.  Its valley being rather deeply and abruptly 1mpressed'1uto the surtace, the 'b‘m dm;lgg:
Lills, eomposed of soft sandstones and sandy clay materials, have a tendency to formx steep slopes or igh bhlwm s,
which sowetimes offer the unusual spectacle of waterfalls. Through these hills the tributary stroams, w‘lm-.h
“arly running water throughout the season, have worn narrow valleys with steep sides, so that outside of' tha
nutin: valley the larger bodies of cultivated creek-bottom land are chiefly found in the upper conrse of t:h,a
streams. Of these, Silver, White Sand, and Green’s creeks are the chief on the east and Fair river and Halls
ereek on the west side of the valley. ' L ) ) ‘

Pewr! river has but little bottom preper,and its hunmock or second bottom is timbered with bottom pire, sweat
ard Diwek gmm, water and willow oaks, elm, ete. Its soil is productive, and is of a pale gray tint, but possessos n
heavier whitish or yellowish subsofl, which will retain manure, underiaid at 15 to 24 inches from the surface by o
logae whitish sandy material with spots of bog ore, and beneath this by tenacious gray clay, which somotimes canses
i lack of proper drainage, and thus gives rise to “erawfishy ? spots and tracts. Between Silver and Grean’s sreaaks
the drainage of the bummock is less defective, .

On the beads of White Sand creek, in the eastern portion of the county, there is a gently undulating upland
tract, timbered to a considerable extent with oaks and hickory, and possessing a subsoil of a deep orange-red, sandy
hard-pan several feet in thickness, This soil produces good cotton and very fine corn, and lasts well,  In the long-
leaf pine hills themselves we not unfrequently find a good loam snbsoil af a depth of 8 to 12 inehes.

The tilled lands of Lawrence amount to nearly 12 per cent. of its area.” Of these ovar one-third (37,2 per cont.)
is given to cotton, making an average cotton acreage of 29.7 per square mijle, with an average product of 0.34 huld
per acre.  The corn acreage exceeds that of cotton about one-gixth,

The communication of Lawrence county is westward to stations of the New Orleans and Chicago railrond in
Lineoln and Copiah counties. “

SIMPSON.

FPopulation : 8,005 ~White, 4,993 5 colored, 3,012,

- Area s 580 square miles.—Woodland, all, = Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, 80 square miles; long-leat pine
Lills, 300 suare miles, '
vs‘h(v?t li{fi '{gza:}'s: 31,479 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 8,855 acres; in corn, 14,165 acres; in oats, 4,211 acres; in

“'Q 3 yt ot ‘.q.a . .
ot utton production: 2,501 bales average cotton product per acre, 0.40 bale, 570 pounds secd-cotton, or 100
Petnds cotton lint, )

T ereater ne o < r i 1 ¥ i i ! i i 3
»}:(rrj;)i ;gn'at‘e‘; p::rt’ (I):f bxm_pson_ county is a region of long-leaf pine hills, interspersed with more or less ridges of
slio f” eaf pine and ‘oak. This pine region is drained chiefly by-Strong river and its tributaries, and in their enstern
par t” Iy tl‘.ml Ifgavd.wat?rs of Okahay, Okatom.a, and Bouie creeks. The western and smaller portions, drained Ly tha
a’x;;.xf’ er ]Hf:(.‘lw .(!%re(:t.y tributary te Pearl tiver, 1s timbeved with oaks and short-leaf pine, and its soils and surface
;%anﬂ:;xl {‘ll’.‘LtI!(lIJ"II(,:bffnl};:le {hat of Rankin county, immediately north. This belt of oak lands continues with a wid th
ziw;"vz:i m}t;n;}m:]as far m'uth as the mouth of Strong river. Beyond, it gradually loses its character, becoming
e ,g. d m‘i L e xumn‘mclt ot'l- earl river, TItis chiefly in this belt that the uplands are cultivated to any consideralle
gﬁr;g?r 1;11 : flvf-ug,iﬂinu (;(iltl.ljxft‘s, »xxl‘uIeV the ‘bottom lands are excellent, Rast of the dividing ridge betwoeen Pearl and
;'w%” 1?1“0(1 t;gtnivel ; b%]trogzoilils‘zlmuofxf Slnq s Sangy, andhthe blodieflcﬁ 800 valley land are small, though somatinacs

& progactive, Iver nsually runs in a deep channel, and hag little or no first Lot ject & 1l
s valley or hmnmicek is from 1 to 2 miles wi iRty S lasottom subject to overtlow,
i1y sek s 2 miles wide, and near Westville is timbered W) vwi i i

* Yaly or KI5 1 st brevalently with hottom pine and

post aak, with some Spanish, searlet, and blac]é oak i s o J L ante
sh, ¢ » s and hickory. Its soil is peners Iy light g it

¥ellow loam subsoil, and js particula" ed t¢ ¢ e 60a cont gray, with a palo.
3 thisoil, ¢ 11y well adapted to sweet potatoes, but prod y "0 '
aleoy, vrpecially in the portion neavent Pearl river , ‘ ! procuces good crops of eorn and cotton

: 3 e i avest ver. Inthe eastern part of the ty ~ ¥ i0 ¢

Okatoma creeks, oaks a1id hickory s ; ; ] ng the o 21 the headwaters of Bouie an.
i ‘ S § ¥ sometunies become quite prevalent a *the pine, indieat
subroil and generally wider valleys of ‘ tiv ! ividing ridan mag ndicating good brown-lonm
, : A A good productiveness, The dividing ridge betw - st 3
nver is a very samly platean, o which the watap qo ! g ridg ween these streams and Stronw
. p » pRatean : er quickly sinks, so as to f fi Tefinit e
shallow, rounded tronphs while springs of : ! oI5 where 1 nite ehannels, but only
: 1 r » prings of great vol t 3 i i ) p
%‘Mt}n ﬁimﬁ sudden)y mrn’xing creeks ng cons‘i{derable :ilzg aﬂsgi‘%ﬂg gegl;gstl;ea;e(llbpwggf Im%aervmus Strata shed the
i the southwestern portion of Simpe iTver roale jrest wadter.
€rn portion. of Simpson, on Silver and Crooked creeks, the conntry is Somewh

sl the sandy pine Lills ara 5 > at i and b :
i gt; #andy pine Lills are interrupted by ridges, along the slopes of which, and at ridgy and broken,

Sometimes on thia summits,,
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heavy gray clays, alternating with sandstone ledges, form level terraces covered with long grass and stunted pine,
and a different class of soils oceur more frequently on the west side of Pearl river. When not too heavy they are
more productive than the pine-hill soils., The hilly country brealks off rather abruptly into Pearl river hbummock, the
soil of the latter partaking more or less of the character of the uplands so modified. .

The tilled lands of Simpson constitute 8.4 per cent. of its area, being the same as in Smith and a trifle more
than in the case of Covington. Of these lands nearly 28 per cent. is planted in cotton. The area given to corn is
somewhatless than double. The average cotton product per acre is quite high (0.40 bale), showing the productiveness
of the bottoms in which the staple is mainly grown., i

The communication of Simpson is partly with Brandon, on the Vicksburg and Meridian railroad, and partly
with Hazlehurst and other stations ou the New Orleans and Chicago railroad.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J. 0. MLAURIN, MOUNT ZION.

The chief soil devoted to cotiton is that of ereek botloms above overflow, which ineludes one-tenth of the cultivated land of this region.
The soil is & black, coarse sandy and gravelly loam 4 to 6 inches thick, The impervions subseil is a very hard red clay in some places,
and a mixture of yellow sand and clay in others. It coniains a variety of pebbles, and in some places large quantities of black iron-reck,
and is underlaid by sand. The chief crops of this region are corn, oats, and cotton, The soil is tilled with diffieulty if too wet, is not
troublesomo when dry, and is generally easy when once well broken. It is carly when well drained, and is best adapted to corn. About
45 per cent. of it is planted with cotton. The plant grows from 4 to 6 feet high, but is generally most productive at 4 feet. It inclines to
run to weed in wet seasons and on low, wet lands; but early planting, early cultivation, and the application to the soil of well-rotted
leaves and straw, with barn-yard manure, will restrain it and favor bolling., The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land varies from
500 to 1,500 pounds, 1,545 to 1,665 pounds making & 475-pound bale of middling lint, After ten yoars cultivation (unmanured) the product
varies from 400 to 700 pounds, and 1,665 to 1,780 pounds then malke a bale of lint inferior to that from fresh Iand. Three-tenths of such
Iaud originally cultivated lies ‘* turned oat”, but if nearly level it produces very well when again eultivated. The troublesome weeds
of this region are red-joint, careless, and pepper weed, crab-grass, stc.

The second quality of soil is that of the dark uplands or second bottoms, comparatively level. About 45 per cent. of it is planted
with cotton, and its yields equal those of first soil described. : )

The third quality is the light sandy soil of Pearl and Strong-river bottoms, 30 per cent, of which is planted with cotton ; its yislds are
80 per cent. of those of the chief soil. The details of these second and third qualities are in all respects but slightly different from those
of the first quality., Slopes wash and gnlly readily, and, unless very cavefully prevented, those which have not a elay subsoil are seriously
damaged. The valleys are injured to the extent of from 5 to 20 per cont. by the washings. Efforts have been made to check the damage
by cireling and hillside ditehing, and with success when made in time,.

Cotton is hauled by ox-wagons to Beauregard, Hazlehurst, Jackson, and Brandon at 75 cents per hundred pounds.

RANKIN,
. (See ¢ Central prairie region ™.)

SMITH,

Paopulation: 8,084.—White, 6,452 ; colored, 1,632. . »

Area: 600 square miles.—Long-leaf pine hills, 325 square miles; central prairie, 275 square miles; wooded,

Tilled lands: 82,155 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 10,543 acres; in corn, 14,614 acres; in oats, 5,009 acres)
in wheat, 78 acres. .

Ootton production: 3,721 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.35 bale, 498 pounds seed-cotton, or 166 pounds
cotton lint. .

Swith county is nearfy evenly divided between two surface features by a line traversing the county centrally
in a northwestern and southeastern direction. South of this line we find hilly or nndulating, sometimes almaost
level, sandy upland, covered by heavy forests of long-leaf pine, with occasional ridges, where a more generous
and retentive soil bears the short-leaf pine, mingled with oaks. The region is thinly settled, the narrow bottoms
Deing alone under cultivation,

In the northern part of the county the surface features resemble those of Scott in the alternation of ridges
timbered with oaks, or oaks and short-leaf or long-leaf pine, with tracts having more or less of the ¢ hog-wallow ¥;
and in the valleys and bottoms the black-prairie character. The latter feature is less prominent than in Scott county,
the bodies of the prairie being smaller and less frequent in the uplands at least, while in the bottoms, especially in
the eastern part of the county, the heavy black prairie and “hog-wallow” soils predoininate, not only within the
region of occurrence in the uplands, but for a considerable distance below the line above mentioned. These profusely
rich bottoms, now subject to overflow, have hardly been touched by cultivation as yet, for the reason, it is stated,
that cotton rusts or blights when grown on them. In any case, however, they would produce abundance of corn
and other crops adapted to such soils. (For analysis and discussion of the latter, see regional deseription, p. 63.)
Among the oak ridges and prairie bottoms skirting the creeks tributary to the heads of Leaf river and West
Tallahula many extensive and attractive sites for settlements lie untouched, - ,

The tilled lands of Smith county amount to only 8.4 per cent. of its area, the cotton aereage per square mile
being 12.6, about half as much as is given to corn. The average cotton product per acre, however, is 0.34 of a
bale, being equal to that of Lowndes in consequence of the predominant cultivation of creek bottoms and prairie
sputs.

: The communication of Smith county is chiefly with stations on the Vicksburg and Meridian railroad; in its
gouthern part with the Mobile and Ohio railroad, in Clarke county.

339
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AB'STRAG’.L‘ FROM THE REPORT OF A. 8. BAUGH, POLKVILLE.

i ‘ ive-eighths hill or upland., The natural
i i sandy hummoel, two-eighths swamp, and five-sig
About vne-eighth of the county area is black san Nickory, oy prass, booch, ngonmort, and walmet o
e th enmnals " and pine onthe uplands, and poplar, gum, hic .y, ypress, , an L :

Yrow fh c;()ll’»*‘”t,i‘gg g?ﬁkdfg‘;ﬁit?;h&rSZII){ED, tlmlbest class being underlaid by red clay subsoﬂs, loo'se an(.l porons for ?ltu }2h111c1111'is‘; :Bﬁ:{
T'}%Lt b;)tw;n-sx.xd firm for 6 t:) 10 feet, and underlaid in turn by red sand 20 to 30 feet thick. Tllle inferior soils have a 'yle owis ﬂ,‘-\i IH  sul
wlx{r 'llar("f;lla e i generally easy,' the clayey land is sticky when too wet, and when too dry is cloddy unless well Lro I;o‘n 1,“ e1 r i?(r) u i i ;.,u
?;}e&‘:x{n)r crolg)s' ofgthe eou‘nty ar’e corn, ::otton, oats, riee, potatoes, sugar, lsznfl Esrihf?-ga?e,taﬁdtaﬁ (III;)O :g(;l)II:Odu;:;l‘:G(){ite% f(,m‘ .It

i ivated 1o ar i . The plant attains 'a height o 0 8 feet, bu ’ £ t. .
one-third of the cultivated lands are planted in cotbon akb . o ot Do o

i i i i t. The seed-cotton product per nere of fresh L

inelines veed in wet weather, but is remedied by topping early in Augus ‘ bton. .1 Lo Is 7

;:;fxl:;\: f(; 2;2 ;:;r:;;:i‘a make a 475—po’und bale of strict middling lint. After six years’ cultivation (unmanured) the produch is HUD
% 1, ;

pounds of seed-cotton, when 1,4#5 pounds make a bale of lint rating one grade lower. Hog-weed, butter-weed, crab-grass, and coolkloburs

are most troublesome, ' ‘ ' ! ok ,
" Oue-fifth or more of the land originally cultivated now lies “ turned out”. When again cultivated, it prodnces 12 to 25 per cent, loss

than fresh land, Blopes are seriously damaged by washings and gullying, and when the débris is carried upon the valleys it dmmages thom
to the extent of one-tenth their value, Horizontalizing and hillside ditching are practiced, and successfully checl the dmnwge,
Cotten is shipped to New Orleans in November at $3 50 per bale.

JASPER,
(See « Central prairie region 7,)

NEWTON.
(See “Short-leaf pine and oak uplands region”,)

LAUDERDALE.

Papulation : 21,50L.—White, 9,960 ; colored, 11,541. ) . _ ‘

Area: 680 square miles.—Short-leaf Dine and oak uplands, 105 Square miles; long-leaf pine hills, 575 square
miles; all woodlund, .

Lilled lands : 70,249 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 32,372 acres ; in corn, 23,345 acres; in oats, 5,967 acros;
in wheat, 5 acres.

Cotton production : 9,330 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.29 bale, 414 pounds seed-cotton, or 138
pounds cotton lint, i .

Lauderdale county is drained mainly by small creeks forming the heads of the Chickasawhay river, of which
Okatibee, in the western part, is the largest. In the eastern afew streams flow toward the Tombi gbee. Thoe surlface
is mostly hilly, and, except in the northwestern part, the long-leat pine is altogether the predominant tree, mingled
wore or less, however, with oaks, and interspersed with ridges of oal and short-leaf pine, which in the northwostern
portion predominate and constitute g region of good upland farms having a moderately light-brown loam subsoil,
such as in the south Atlantic states would be considered very desirable, and is well adapted to improvement. The
country rock (sandstone) comes near the surface in some of the ridges, which are strewn with blocks and fragmenty
of the same, rendering tillage somewhat troublesome. In the southern part of the county the valleys form the
body of the caltivated lands and yield well, the ridge soils being more sandy and less durable tlian in the northoer
part. ‘ >

Settlement and good ‘euitivation have been greatly stimulated in Lauderdale county by the facilitics of
£ommunication and transportation afforded by the two railroads, the Vicksburg and Meridian (continued eastward
in the Alabama and Great Northern) and the Mohile and Ohio railroad, which intersect at Meridian, and have
made that town an important railroad and manufactnring center, with a rapidly Increasing population. The
-,smzthgmgem part of the county, on the heads of the Buckatunna, is the most thinly settled, and appears to be the
least fertile, The Lauderdalq springs, in the northeastern part, have long been a popular place of resort; the water
is a4 c:{mlybeate sulphul:, and is highly esteemed for its curative effects. ’
N Ih_e lands under tillage constitute 16,2 Der cent. of the total area, of which somewhat less than half ig given
(1) coﬁtarx, while the acreage given to corn is but a little over one-third of that devoted to cotton, doubtloss in
cousedquence of the ready communication with the markets. The cotton acreage per square mile ig 46,5, and the
average produet per acre is 0.29 per bale, the same ag Clarke and a little less than Kemper county (0.30).

he cotton produced ig mostly sold at Meridian, and thence shipped to Mobile. '

ABSTRACT OF REPORT OF J. J. SHANNON, MERIDIAN.

The aplands of the connty are rolling and sometimes level.
valleya between hills, '
The lowlands comprise the first 1
in whick there is a low alluvial soil,

The uplonds ave generally regarded as the best and most certain for cotton cultivation, I ig difficult to get a good “ghand” in the
buttowms, and in wet Surmer seasons the stalkg g0 to weed too much and the bolls rot, The uplands comprise from 70 +o 80 per cent; of tho
wounty ma, and prevail thronghont eaatel-"n Mississippi, They have g, timber growth of post and red oa]}s, pine, hickory gum '(ioi.qwoud

arul c.:.hmmyut)‘)tlwmugh tha' first five predot_mnate. The soil varies from g fine sandy to clayey loaw, hag gray, brown and, bluc-léish colorq’
aud is 5 to 19 inches thick, The snbsoil is varions, mostly g bard, orange-red clay, which is considersd the best’; and in ‘souw ]}]FL(!(-‘";

it is whitish and sandy, Iy i ing var : .
o sandy.  In places it contajng xamousv kinds of gravel, undgrla]d by elay marl at 3 to 5 feet. The ghief orops of thiy

" They vary greatly in quality, and are best ear small branches or in

ottoms of Sowashee creek and Chickasawhay river and of small branches leading into the formeor,

'
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region are cotton, corn, oats, sweet and Irish potatoes, sorghum, and sugar-cane, The soil is ea1ly, naturally and g;merally well-drained, ‘
easily tilled, except when too wet, and apparently is equally well adapted to cotton, oats, sweet potatoes, and sorghum. From 50 to 60 per
cent. of iis eultivated area is planted with cotton. The plant grows from 24 to & feet high, but is most productive at 4 feet, and inclines
torun to weed during excessively rainy weather, for which there isno romedy. The seed-cotton product per acroe of fresh land varies from
500 to 1,000 pounds; 1,485 pounds make a 47¥5-pound bale of lint, as good as any in market if well handled. - Five yeary’ cultivation
{unmanured) reduces the yield one-fifth, or much more if the soil washes or gullies in the meantime. Cotton is rarely the first crop
raised on new land. After the first year there is very little observed difference between fresh and old land in respeet to the ratio of seed
to lint and guality of tho staple. From 15 to 20 per cent. of this land lies ‘‘ turned ont”, and if the soil iy not washed away it produces
well when again cultivated, Crab-grass is the greatest enemy to cotton, but sometimes cocklebur and morning-glory are troublesome.
The lands wash and gully readily on slopes, doing sometimes serious damage, though not generally to the lowlands., Hillside ditching is
practiced with success. \ . ‘

One-fourth of the cotton crop is raised on creek bottoms. These have a natural growth of gum, oak, beech, pine, hickory, ash, and peplar.
The soil is a black and Dlackish clay loam, more or less sandy, and 7 to 15 inches thick; the subsoil is heavier, often whitish clay,
sometimes like that of the hill land. It is a hard-pan, generally impervious, contains flinty, angular, and sometimes rounded white
gravel, in some places none, and is underlaid Ly clay marl at 3 to 5 feet. Tillage is generally easy, except in wet seasons, and the soil is
later than upland unless well drained. It is apparently best adapted to corn and sugar-cane, In dry seasons it produces very good
cotton, Lut it is planted mostly with corn. The most productive height of the cotton-plant is about b feet; it inclines to run to weed in
rainy seasons, for which there is no remedy, : T

The seed-cotton produet per acre of fresh land varies from 800 to 1,000 pounds, More is needed to make a bale of lint than on the
uplands, and the staplo is of average quality. The yield is but little less after ten years’ cultivation; 1,485 pounds then make &475-poundb
bale of lint pqual to that of fresh land. Scaveely any of such land lies ““ turned out”, and it produces as well ag ever when again cultivated,
The troublesome weeds of this region are erab-grass, cocklebur, and morning-glory.

Trarmers 8ell their cotton in Meridian as soon as it is baled.

CULARKE.
(See ¢ Central prairie region ?.)

WAYNE.
(See ‘¢ Central prairie region ”.)

COVINGTON.

Population: 5,093.—~White, 3,991 ; colored, 2,002.

Area: 580 square miles.—Ail long-leaf pine hills. ‘

Tilled lands ; 30,390 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 6,968 acres; in cory, 10,682 acres ; in oats, 3,653 acres.

Cotton production: 2,071 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.30 bale, 420 pounds seed-cotton, or 143
pounds cotton lint,

The surface of Covington is rolling, occasionally hilly, traversed in & northwestern and southeastern direction
by the Okahay, Okatoma, and Bouie, with numerous tributary creeks, while Leaf river passes through the northeast
corner, and Hoiliday’s creek, tributary to the Pearl rivel, heads in the southwestern corner. In the larger part of the
county the long-leaf pine, with its sandy and comparatively inferior soils, prevails; but there are numerous ridges
timbered exclusively or on their flanks with oaks and short-leaf pine, possessing a good, brown-loam soil, and usually
falling off into valleys, with gentler slopes and wider bottoms than is the case with the long-leaf pine ridges. Thisis
more especially true of the eastern part of the county, on the waters of Bouie and White Sand creeks. On thelatter,
partly in Covington and partly in Lawrence county, there is a tract of oak uplands with a deep red-loam subsoii
where the pine is scarcely seen. (See analysis, p.59.) On the whole, however, the bottoms are chiefly cultivated,
the dwellings being located on the adjacent hills. The bottom soils are almost all light and easdly cultivated, but
the frequency with which bog orve occurs in-their subsoil shows the need of drainage. Some of these bottoms are .
very productive. ‘ . _ o ‘

There is a great deal of excellent pine timber in Covington, but its remoteness from market and transportation
routes has caused lumbering to be neglected. The streams have running water throughout the season, but, on
account of the slow drainage from the sandy uplands, are not well adapted to logging. '

The tilled lands of Covington constitute 8.4 per cent. of the total area, being slightly less than that of Smith
and Simpson counties. Somewbhat less than one-fourth of these lands is devoted to cotton and about three-eighths
to corn, the average cotton product per acre being 0.30 bale, the same as in Kemper and Jasper counties.

The communication of Covington is chiefly westward to the New Orleans and Chieago railroad (Brookhaven
and Hazlehurst); in time of high water in Pearl river, to stations on the Mobile and Ohio railroad. ‘

ABSTRAOT OF THE REPORT OF 0. WELCH, STATION CREEK.

The uplands are level and rolling ; the lowlands consist of second bottoms of crecks; the first bottoms ave not cultivated.  The kinds
of land are hummock and pine land in the southern and ““hollow ” lands in the northern half' of the county. . i

The sandy pine lands include most of {he cultivated goil, and extend 100 miles west, 50 east, 30 south, and 20 miles north, with a
natural growth of pine (long- and short-leaf), red, white, and post oaks, hickory, gums, and dogwood. The soil is & coarse sandy loam,
whitish-gray, brown, and blackish in color, and 3 to 4 inches deep. The subsoil isa yellowish sandy loam, contains white gravel, and is
underlaid by sandy clay,  The soil is early, warm, well-drained, always easily tilled, and is probably best adapted to corn and oats; but
cotton occupies about one-third of its cultivated ares. The other important crops are corn, oats, and vsweet potatoes. The cotton-plant
grows from.24 to 4 feet high, but is most productive at about 3 feet. It inclines to Tun to weed in excessively wob weather and on some
fresh lands, for which a dressing of lime might be heneficial. ™

L
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I4 il r H 3 ] H .
The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is from 500 to 600 pounds, and 1,545 pou.nds malke a 47o-p(;11?(}bfblr:) (1)){1,-1]_(:;“&1:1\:1(11(}111::1 g&;;lte
e fren woara onltivat] 1) the produect is from 400 to 500 pounds, and a httle more is need ed for a ba tho
A S e ett 1 . i igi Itivated land lies ‘‘turned out”, and it is said to produce
is perceptibly inferior. From owe-half to three-fourths of such originally cultivated ls L e bt b LOS0m o poT it ioe
ahont Lulf the original yields when again cultivated. The hog-weed, refl careless-weed, anfb tu ; 1;31 o e o Injreod vory grontls.
of éni!, but crab-grass is the most so. The slopes Wasil}x r:fzdilly, domi s:lizr;edgxztafe, w 6 vaileys 3
i izing illside ditchi es not entirely prevent .90, . . o
o T ﬁvtad‘h; :)]lllia:t:’( 101; l:}zlz:(lllez'(clt}lﬁ;érl ?xlgell‘sflzrgg:)glzlzifzurth of the izﬁtivateé soil of the north 01']11 half ‘}f the ¢ ‘1’)“ 111"5;; :iﬁflll)]l;i:;: 1(1:::110%:0};11:1:
is vak of several species, some pine, hickory, poplar, and sweet gum. The [.soil is a fine Bandy" oam o gm.y,. rOW. { . ek ool ,S :md
{t inches deep; the s il is 2 dense red or yellowish-red clay loam, contains “black gravel” in somo places, and is underls y :
»11;‘111):3:;;0 1:-;5"3‘:;114“;11;:&;221 32 easily tilled, e:;:cep‘u where too wet; is early and ‘best a:dapted to corn, c.ot;(-m, ?(tl 041»‘;3,0 ;md about 35 per
cent. of its cultivated area is planted with cotton. The usual and most productive height of the pgzmt ig 101111 fol' tt. ;&ﬂ. b 1ive voum
The seed-cotton product per acre of fresh land is about 800 pounds; 1,485 pounds make a 479-1101}1%& 11)1; 6 01 121. ] ),01 (\_lmu‘) F;Iwh
cultivation the product is from 600 to 700 pounds, but the staple is said to be shorter ‘[;lmn. that. i"rmn 1-0;1 ! ané . ; )'011 ; 111({ b
originally cultivated land lies “turned out”; when again cultivated, it produces about half its original yields. Crab-grass )
are the most 8 veeds. . o
- ﬂ?h:nfzﬁtfmiﬁf C:zfi‘:r; from cool rains and chilly, dry north winds in spring fmd hom.ry rains and yrotracted moist woeathor in
sumimer; frequently also from severs drounght in Augnst and September, while cotton is mataring.
Cotton 1s hanled by wagon, in December and January, to railroad stations, at $2 to $2 50 per bale,

JONES. -,

Lopulation: 3,828.—Wlhite, 3,469 ; colored, 359,

Area: 700 square iles,.—All long-leaf pine hills. ) i )

Tilled lands: 12,822 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 2,794 acres; in corn, 5,664 acres; in oatbs,.3,481 acres.

Cottun production: 624 hales; average cotton product per acre, 0.22 bale, 315 pounds sced-cotton, or 105 pounds
eotton lint.

The whole of Jones county is covered with long-leaf pine forest, and is traversed in its northern and southurn‘
tizeetions by the Bogue Homo, Tallahala, Tallahomo, and Leaf rivers, with their tributaries. The noxthern part of
the vounty is the more populons and productive, the bottoms of the larger streams preserving in a measure the
fiertility brought down from the prairie region, while in the southern portion these bottoms possess sandy sl more
urless ueid and ill-drained soils, as is evidenced by their growth of gallberry, wax myrtle, and similar shaubs,  The
uplunds are little eultivated, except where the sandy soil of the long-leaf pine is underlaid by the brown loam, of
which the presence is ordinarily jndicated by the prevalence of the short-leaf pine, mixed with oaks. It is on ridges
of sneh character, commonly skirted by broader valleys or bottoms, that settlements are generally locatod,
Lundsering and turpentine-making might, with better means of communication, occupy a considerabloe population,
as they now do a portion of the inhabitants. ; ‘

Not quite 3 per cent. of the area of Jones county is under tillage, and somewhat over one-fonrth of this is in
e6tton, with an average vield of 0.22 of a bale per acre. The corn acreage is double that of cotton.

- {;;nnunuuication ix with stations on the Mobile and Ohio railroad in Wayne and Olarke counties, and theneo with
Mubile, ‘ ,

MARION.

Fopulation: 6,901.—White, 4,451 ; colored, 2,450,

Area: 1,500 square miles.—All long-leaf pine hills,

Tilled lands: 18,080 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 4,717 acres; in corn, 9,087 acres; in oatw, 1,348 acres,

Cotton production: 1,579 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0,33 bale, 471 pounds seed-eotton, or 187
ponids eotton ling, .

. Marion, the largest county in the state, is traversed by Pearl river in ity western ortion, and is drained Dy (s
tributaries and by the Leads of Black and Red creeks on the east and by those of tlhe Wolf fil}dk.TfI:nllL)]éllt)d(}’Jl'}:i'él[ic\:
1vers on the south, It is throughout a region of long-leaf pine hills and plateaus -with narrow sandy valloys and
sundy soils, which, though mostly possessing a loam subsoil, renders them capable of improvement; ure naturally
of interior 1_»rm§uctwelgess and durability; and partly on this aceount and bartly becanse of ity remoteixesa from lines
of tommunication Marion county is very thinly settled, the population bein gbut 4.6 persons per square mile, socond
in ‘_th'w. I'&s;))ect in the state, Perry being the most thinly settled. The chief settlements are in the belt of 7(’1011i\1‘r1‘\’
m},j«?mn gL garl_ river and on its smalley tributaries. Within the county the bottom proper subject to the overilow
Q‘f % eza;-ll n_t"er,ylsirather narrow, save in the extreme southern bart, where it widens to as’ much as 2 miles, and is
'E(I,l}!; sered w Iﬂl ‘; very large growth of sweet gum, shellbarl hickory, water, Spanish, chestnut, white, and black onks
b ,::‘,‘ ;(;‘*(c];xm I(Jt‘,""’ a:J}{le mulberry, and magnolia. The soil Is quite heavy, but iy not as diffeuls to till ag might e
e ks 2 20 DALY et o g a5, AL
and the river a narrow belt of sandy land, timbered with tal] }acif-'L?I (J'ei] ‘oals, ot e betweel} o bing uplands
oaks, and hickory, The soil s very fertile, but does not hétglon SW l '(1)W Dol paaSome s, xed, and blaok

S e ¢ SOILIS very A 1 ] . ar belts and patches al seur higher ny
ut ustadly 2 hummock, vary ing from 1% to’3 miles, with aj light %vh'tiullln }1 ! S 280 ocour higher ap,
timbered generalie et botions Trom ! ) a light, whitish, often sandy and sowmetimey ill-drained soil,
a(’:coming&to the qs;lality ogtthclanla{;;ndg’.ml% g;;‘xgéo;}r;g})ﬁglllsllilgﬁad&%sghoﬁz et e Jo88 swet e reney kory,

“uing to the qual ] Sometimes abundant, The ereat ' of
the hummock or flat ig here usually on the east side of the river, and breaks off into it; ech:mﬁgel gi{lgg‘gregh?fdlﬁ)fall)ifl&%’

bauk, underlaid by solid, green and blue cla
an : 5 1ays.  On the west bank of Pearl river, i bern’ ;

f;‘ US;;H éﬁglf‘l)t}' ezst?je }l;ﬂlsdfrgquenﬂy approach close to the channel, formin g high a,ng.r’pigcigli%ogg rlt)llllﬁi?: tg:‘n“%;ﬂ;li;
piﬂe i lezl s égo ;1;& t;; étgucgllfﬂ é)rfoak m}ljgecl with short-leaf pine,_ in striking contrast to the hezwy’ loflg"leabf
e ore » if0m which extensive and beautifu] views of the Pear] river country can be
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The lumber resources of Marion county are very great, and have hardly been developed to any notable extent.
At some points turpentine-making is extensively carried on.. The tilled lands of Marion are reported at 8.9 per cent.
of the area, of which one-fourth is devoted to cotton, producing on an average 0.33,"or one-third of a bale per
acre. The cotton acreage per square mile is 2.9,

The communication of Marion county is mostly with stations on the New Orleans and Chicago railroad in Pike
eounty, and to some extent, in times of high water, down Pearl river in flats or small steamers to Shieldsborough.

i

PERRY.

Population: 3,427 —White, 2,357 ; colored, 1,070.

Awrea: 1,000 square miles.—All long-leaf pine hills. :

Filled lands: 10,081 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 537 acres; in corn, 4,466 acres; in oats, 2,615 acres.

" G’o;ﬁ?o? production: 146 bales; average cotton product per acre, 0.27 bale, 384 pounds seed-cotton, or 128 pounds
cotton lint. '

Perry county is, throughout a region of sandy, long-leaf pine uplands, traversed by numerous streams, mostly with
narrow,sandy valleys. The northern portion is drained by Leaf river, which is here joined by its largest tributaries—
the Okatoma, Tallahala, Boguehomo, Thompson’s, and Gaines creeks, while Black creek, with its numerous branches,
drains the southwestern portion. Perry is as a whele the most thinly inhabited county of the state, there being only
3.4 inhabitants per square mile, while the tilled lands amount to 1.6 per cent. of its area, being in fhis respect ahead
of Greene, Hancock, Jackson, and Harrison counties. ‘ '

The bottoms as well as the uplands of Perry are timbered with a heavy growth of long-leaf pine, proving that
the soil, thongh sandy, is not devoid of productiveness even in the uplands. Some saw-logs are rafted down Leaf
river, and turpentine orchards have from time to time been run on a large seale in this county; but its remoteness
from lines of communication has prevented any extensive development of either industry.

GREENE.

Population : 3,194, —White, 2,382 ; coloréd, 812.

Area: 790 square miles.—All long-leaf pine hills,

Tilled lands : 5,997 acres.—Area planted in cotton, 35 acres; in corn, 3,563 acres; in oats, 891 acres.

Cotton production: 12 Lales; average cotton product per acre,0.29 bale, 414 pounds seed-cofton, or 138 pounds
cotton lint, ’

Greene county is almost throughout a region of undulating and sometimes hilly, sandy uplands, covered with a

heavy forest of long-leaf pine. It is very thinly settled, and only along the water-courses, of which the Chickasawhay

and Leaf rivers, uniting on the southern line of the county to form the Pascagoula, arg the chief. Eogers and Big
erecks, the latter traversing the county almost centrally from north to south, are the chief tributaries. '
The immedjate valley of the Chickasawhay, from 1 to 8 miles in width, is formed chiefly by a high hummock
or second hottom above overflow, the first bottom being usually quite narrow, but possessing rather heavy and
fertile soils heavily timbered. Ocecasionally there arve tracts of high bottom land of a sandy character, but very
productive. The second bottom proper has mostly silty or sandy, whitish soils, ill-drained, as shown by the growth
of gallberry appearing in all low spots, which, with the long-leaf pine, constitutes almost its exclusive growth in
the middle and southern parts of the county. The same is true of the hummock of Leaf river within the county.
In the uplands east of the Chickasawhay, in the southern part of the county, the feature prevailing in the
adjacent portion of Alabama, viz, a loam subsoil, bearing a growth chiefly of oaks and hickory, sparingly mingled
with pine and with tulip tree and magnolia on the hillsides, is more or less prevalent, giving rise to some upland
sottlements. :
~ The tilled lands of Greene county form but 1.2 per cent. of its area, and but 11 acres were reported as having
been planted in cotton in 1879, producing 4 bales; 3,563 acres of corn were planted, The chief products of the
county, however, are lumber and turpentine. '

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF J. H. WOLEAN, ADAMSVILLE. _ -

The lowlands consistof first and second bottoms of the Chickasawhay river. The country is moderately undulating, and has no very
high hills nor impenetrable swamps, The soils are mostly sandy, are based on the orange-sand formation, and are naturally well drained.
Labor is engaged chiefly in producing turpentine and pine lumber. Cotton is raised only to a small ex tent, and is planted chiefly on the
uplands, The lowlands ave very liable to overflow, and are therefore rarely planted. The natural growth of the upland is ehiefly long-leaf

The soil is,a coarse sandy loam of an orange-red color about aninch deep. The lighter subsoil consists mostly of sand to considerable
depth. "The soil is early, warm, easily tilled, and equally well adapted to corn, pofiatoes, winter oats, and sugar-cane, which, with rice on
the lowlands, constitnte the chief erops of the region. ) .

A very small proportion of cotton is planted, which grows to a height of 3 feet and produces 800 pounds of seed-cotton per acre of fresh
land, 1,425 pounds making a 475-pound bale of lint. After thefirsti year (withoutmanure)the yield increases and the staple improves, Three-
fourths of such land, originally cultivated, now lies “tnrned out”, and in four orfive yearsit again produces very well. White clover is the
most troublesomo weed. - C

Slopes and valleys ave damaged to a serious extent by the washing of the soil from the former down upon the latter, and where the
lowland is covered by the washings it is entirely rnined. No efforts have been made to check the damage. .
Cotton is shipped in December by rail to State Line station at §i2 25 per bale.
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JACKSON.

wptlaetion : 7,607, —~White, 5,122 colored, 2,485. ) g )

Il;]ulz tll.l.vu) S(’._[Ilzu‘e miles.—,L,ong-,leaf pine hills, 550 square miles; pine flats, 590 squm:e Ifll!es.

Tilled lunds: 4,195 acres.—Area planted in cotton, none; in corn, 138 acres ; in oats, 5 acres. ‘

Juckson county forms the southeastern corner of the state and fronts on the Gulf of Mexico, and nll}(:h}d@:% q-]m it
number of sandy islands, of which Horn island is the largest, and forms part of the outer reet_ of ng&‘usmppx_ aqu}'\d:
The uorthern part of the county is rolling pine uplands with a pale-tinted sandy soil, 1.11o’st1“yv of ver y‘}ln‘l.(,‘.-ll‘m.
ynality, especially where underlaid by impervious clay, which is frequel}t‘ly the case on the Ver'suu‘umj.,a (3.( 'Udlgo..x
dnd piateaus, where bogs covered with sour grasses and rushes appear. Theridges flatten out to (y}lg.‘ southward ,k(m'(l
putss insensibly into 4 gently undplating or level country, sparsely timbered with stunted long-leaf pino and eypross,
furming an open, park-like landscape. This ¢ pine-meadow” country extends to within a few miles of tho sea-shove,
where it passes into the sand hummoeks of the coast. o . ‘

The soil of the pine-meadow country is scarcely fit for cultivation, and in its natural condition affords bt
seanty pasturage, the only use to which thus far it has been put. It is little else but a wlhite sand or 8ilt, which
at the depth of from 2 to 3 feet is underlaid by impervious gray clay; hence it remains water-soaked until lato in
the season, the drainage progressing slowly toward the flat, shallow channels of the streams, which carry clear,
voltee-colored water,  The bottom lands of the larger streams, such as Black and Red crecks, are almost too sty
fur enltivation, but they are sometimes bordered by ridge lands possessing a yellow sandy loam subsoil above the
impervious elay, and are thus rendered cultivable. Such lands extend, for example, along the south fork of
Bluaft ereek, and bear a fair though not heavy growth of long-leaf pine timbér.

Few settlements exist in the country west of the Pascagoula river, save on the bluff immediately overlooking
its valley, the inhabitants, however, cultivating the valley lands almost exclusively. These are quite productive
{zee anulysis and discussion in the regional description, p, 63). The heavy, fertile bottom soil is, however, mostly
tiable to overflow, and hence the lighter soil of the second bottom, 2 or 3 feet above the first, is ehiefly culbivated.
X0 cotton, and but little corn, was grown in the county in 1879, and the tilled lands are reported as constituting
bt 0.6 per eent. of the total area. : ‘

The chief industries of the county are the raising of cattle and sheep on the natural pastures, charcoal-burning,
and the catting and sawing of lamber, with headquarters at Seranton (the county-seat) and cast Pascagoula,
.w.*!u‘-mm slipments are made by rail or schooner to New Orleans and Mobile. The logs are floated down the
I emiagnu]a and its t;'ll)tltal'lfﬁs from the pine lands of the interfor.

The towns joentioned, as well as Ocean Springs and, more or less, the eutire coast, are places of swnmer Tesort
fur Mohile ‘and'_lww Orleans, The sandy coast belt, elevated usually from 18 to 25 feet sthove the beach and
D}'Il}){fr(fg with live-oak and piteh pine, affords fine sites for residences, and sometimes, where shell-lheaps oxist or
1&1‘1\(: fe;;f%tgxl? :ghcrei Is :1r{|g]1t but very fertile soil for gardens and small fields (see in regional deseription ¢“shell
mmm}‘mk 501" p. 67),  The small streams emptying into the sound are usnally bordered by small marshes. The
coast is, however, exceedingly healthy. - N

HARRISON,

fi‘opulagiczra U 7,805.—White, 5,746 ; colored, 2,149, :
Fea: 1,000 square miles.—TLong-leaf pine hills, 735 s iles; pi : i
e U0 square } ) quare miles; pine flats, 265 square miles.
gyzltltc;i‘ I;)n;lgucéoo?;t‘) iifrg:s.l-—Area, Dlanted in cotton, 26 acres; in co{'n, 1,064 ae’res; il(il oats, 142 noves,
cottes Hon : ales; average cotton product per acre, 0.42 bale, 600 pounds seed-cotton, o1 200 ponnds
Harrison, the middle one of the three counties i is i
ot e TTIEOL, th O : . unties bordering on the Gulf, is very similar to J- ackson in its genoral
;:.J.zg;;&‘,iltl:ggisugééhe)yl}dpaﬁt», éxrrplhng pine hills country, being drained cilieﬂy gy Red creek. It is vervg E{D;II;\?
»;ét—ream;s‘emptving‘gnlt; ]gﬂle _5lby' sjcock?alsers and lulpbermen. The southern part, drained by Wolf river and th
ot lower tilns &to Bil 2x1 )a,zl ) Is largely of the pine-meadow character within from 7 to 12 miles of the coasi;
th o vidges, oln‘inland.é % IIlJéOHI?Il) zg‘ell))grﬁgglgfsﬁluosz-loam subsoil, accompany most of the streams, and give x‘iaé
N r&;o“ of tl',xecstock anil Toopabper ort chareoa?—g tfx?r?gr]ss mentioned lies within the sandy rolling pine country,
Mississ ity >ass Christi i ot
atid 3131;}?3’11{3;1r01§1 : g?eI‘:‘iﬁ.]s.k(;llgr‘:ingﬁ{cgggfost‘llxel;npomts on the coast, through which passes the New Orleans
satmrl(c;;}l‘u{(’tilrperztitxe, Handsborough isa manuf%ctﬁiii‘l‘??cﬁvgnd Boints of hipment for {omber, chareoul, ook,
July 0.4 per cent. of i is re i
any e mpt Ifecg?;tgf tlgﬁ@{g}f Harmsqn county 18 Teported as being under tillage, the smallest proportion of
cotton, 550t 4o Iioun'ds ) %‘1 acres were planted in cotton in 1879, producing 9 bales (probably of sea~island
0 the bale), the soil cultivated being probably of the shell-hummock ch&r;;w“cer N Low

r? d TR PQ SRR, uin a4 ”OW [ am Suh O]'I approa s e ¢ Ver 01 t's a8, é, ¢ 11ear l‘: a8y ( lh 1 IS[ lﬂ’n,
ﬁ. . }-' i S f. 1 (. - . : ‘

HANCOCK,

Population : 6,460 ~White, 4,643
i~ ; colored, 1,817
Area: 840 square miles.—Long.laaf nine Pils i
Thie: o i} miles.—Loug-leaf pne hills, 610 square miles: ‘pine flats, 330 square miles.

s : 4,300 ¢ : i
#: 4,390 acres.—Area planted i corn, 41 acres ; in oa’fns, 29 acres.

'Th T hﬁ‘ 1 and T I 57
. € ¥t T and g ‘eater art Of Han k i i 1y s’ ll,y UI)L nd 1081011 hea’ Y ]1.) "’ln NOTC
itk " o n'l lé el 00(} COllnt 18 a l‘Olhllg InOl‘el‘a, e]. hi H) 3 i i i >
ey '[II‘ o l“,h h § I E! ar (} trd‘f fbl Sed b ;'. numqroqs Strea;ms W itl}.narro’ W Safﬂd? v {-L] le ¥y S., Ol]. bhe east th’ 1‘5 1‘0111.l|g ¢ ‘ll]ul L“;f;
thff mﬁ t{‘ll‘[ dnd W %tel’n {)I‘Ongs Qf the hﬂ.b()lo Chit'o I ; t};' T ' ; ). ¥ : ’ j 1 :(?i X .’y
Y 1}? ¥ %t id 'i er bﬂ“[nn h - 47 > e o 15 reg'iOD thel‘e iS ].1‘ f]. sulti i “ 1 j
Wig k.,»‘ OV g ) 3 - . . e (JHHSH glatlon avy Yy ‘l'()ll] .I ¢} ill‘l Pi Ver
] ﬁ;l \ hll . T ,% vel.‘ e i‘ i : s ‘(‘\‘ el, h‘es. lImOht '“ hOll; on t]:le LOu!S]aDFL S’lde)’ all(l 'llllllb(}] é gr]d ) alld‘ Gl“ ]\(‘)Onl
'né' il d ﬁitﬂ[.l; Ta Snb are tle Chlef Occup&tlons Of the lnhﬂbitﬂ.llts Sett i : : P il
3 8 1tlelﬂe‘nts bell‘)g Var 5 N PArse, :I.h.b holl
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of the pine country is light and of little productiveness, but the yellow or reddish subsoil of light sandy loam
renders it quite capable of improvement by fertilizers, ‘Within a few miles east of Pearl river, especially near the
smaller tributary crecks, there is a gently undulating country—a kind of high hummock or second bottom of Pearl
river—where there is a large admixture of oaks among the pine, and the soil, though still very light, has a substantial
subsoil, fairly productive, and settlements are more numerous.

South of the Habolo Chitto & level country extends to the coast. It corresponds in many respects to the pine-
meadow country farther east, and open meadow lands, with stunted pine growth as well as boggy spots, occur to
a greater or less extent throughout. The greater part of the area, however, is occupied by pine timber, though
less heavily than on the rolling lands, and the trees are rather lank in growth. The entire region appears to Le
‘underlaid, usnally at a depth of {rom 2 to 3 feet, but sometimes much nearer to and even at the surface, by the
same heavy gray clay which forms the pine glades of Jackson county. This clay and the overlying whitish, putty-
like subsoil is frequently brought up by the crawfish, which inlhabit the lower lands in great nambers. ]%ut the
soil is less sandy, more substantial, and better drained, Its best quality is found on the western heads of Mulatto
bayou, being there occupied chiefly by a growth of post, Spanish, water, and live oaks. The subsoil, a pale yellow
loam, 1s evidently well drained. The high hummock of Pearl river, northward from Pearlington to the Habolo Chitto,
averages about half & mile in width, and is timbered with large bottom pine, sweet gum, and fine water, willov,
and white oaks. It has a pale yellow loam subsoil (a good brick-clay), and is fairly productive. .

Along the coast we find the bluff bank, on the whole, less elevated than in Jackson and Harrison counties—
say from 10 to 15 feet—and not so much of the sand-hummock character, sometimes consisting of* yellow loam or
brick-clay. A great abundance of shell heaps has largely transformed the sterile sandy soil into *shell hummoclks *
(see regional description, p. 66), which oceur scatteringly along the coast line, and along lower Mulatto bayou
extend some distance-inland, forming a body of several hundred acres between the marsh and the pine woods.
Here before the war the sea-island or long-staple cotton was cultivated with considerable success ; but this industry
has not been resumed since, and no cotton is reported as having been grown in this county in 1879. The
cultivated lands of Hancock amount to 0,75 per cent. of its area, of which 41 acres were in corn, producing 10
bushels per acre. Apart from the town of Shieldsborough, which is a favorite place of summer resort, the whole coast
of Hancock county is largely occupied by residences and smaller places of resort, which are easily reached by rail
or steamer from New Orleans. The marsh at the mouth of- Pearl river lies chiefly on the Louisiana side, forming
part of the great Pontchartrain marsh plain in the adjoining parishes of Saint Bernard and Saint Tammany ; but
ﬁi as well as the smaller marshes bordering bay Saint Louis, does not appear to affect injuriously the health of
the region. L .

Communication with the interior is greatly facilitated throughout the level region by the deep canallike
channels of the tide-water bayous, some of which are navigable for sloops and schooners nearly to their heads,
greatly to the surprise of the cross-country traveler, who finds no bridges and cannot ford the streams.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF\ BEN., LANE POSEY, BAY SAINT LOUIS.

The uplands consist of gently undulating table-lands (the hills are few and small), occupying the northern half of the county and
extending to within 20 miles of the coast. The lowlauds consist of bottoms and hummocks of Pearl and Jourdan yivers and of tide-water
marshes along the coast and streams. The mild sea-coast climate is favorable to the production of the sea-island or long-staple cotton,
In 1860, 80 bales of it were produced in this county, but since the war no cotton of any kind has been raised. Sea-island cotton might be
raised with profit; so might rice and sugar, the production of which is small, but annually increasing, The soil is peor, but the elements
~ of fertility are abundant, and it costs only care and labor to utilize them, o .

The industry and small capital are devoted to the preferred pursuits of rearing ecattle and sheep and in producing lumber, wood,
charcoal, and turpentine, and some are engaged in the coast fisheries and small coastwise commerce. :

The lowland and richest soil of this region is a fine black alluvial mud or muck of the tide-water marshes, freqyently overflowed, and
well adapted to rice culbure. Its natural growth ie live and water oaks, cypress, hickory, cedar, magnolia, and bay; a few small prairies
ageur on it, . ‘

Tho second guality of soil occurs on the low flat lands in the southern half of the county, and ocoupies one-third its area. It1is a whitish-
gray, fine sandy soil, 2 feet thick, and rests on pipe-clay which makes good brick., Its tillage is always easy. The natural growth is
pine, cedar, onks, hickory, cypress, magnolia, and bay. The remaining kind of soil covers the uplands of the novth half of the county,
and oxtends 50 miles north, 100 east, and 30 west, Its growth is pine exclusively. The soil is light, varies from fine to coarse sandy, is
gray, and § feot thick; the subsoil is o leachy red clay. The seil is early, warm, well drained, and easily tilled. One-tenth of such
originally cultivated soil lies % turned out”; it produces but poorly until fertilized.

The soil on cultivated or ““tnrned out” slopes washes and gullies readily, but the damage to slopes or adjoining lower lands is not
serious, and no efforts have been made to check it. ~This soil is well adapted to sea-island cotton, sugar-cane, sweet potatoes, small fruits,
and vegetables generally. Some cotton is raised for domestic use, but not a hale in the county is raised for export. The soil is poor, and
espocially deficientdn lime, but sca-shells and other natural fertilizers in abundance are near at hand. i
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REFERENCE LIST

or

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF OORRESPONDE’NTS.

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION,

Aleorn,—W. L. WiLL1AMS, Rienzi, December 19, 1879; J. M. TaoYLOR, M. D., Corinth, October 27, .1880. i
Prentiss~B. B. Booxg, Booneville, January 25, 1880,

Tippah.—J. A, KiMBrOUGH, Ripley, January 8, 1880.
Lee.~H, L. HorLaxp, Guntown, March 16,h 1;3:30 ‘

g —~R. C. Carraway, Algoma, Mare .
flrz?ei;:ifjwi»?f; 0. Daxes, Columbus, March 18, 1880; R. W. Baxxs, Cobl’s Switeh, March 16, 1730,
Noxubee~F. R, W, Bock, Macon, January 25, 1880, ' :

SHORT-LEAT PINE AND OAK UPLANDS REGION.

Tishomingo,—~J. M, D. MILLER, Tuka, December 22, 1879,

Choctaw. R, 1. B1GaEs, Chester, February 28, 1880, .

Winston,— W, T. LEWIR, Louisville.

Attala.~A. TuR, French Camp, January 24, 1880, :
Leake—~J. I, Tavs, Carthage, March 26, 1880; T. C. SPENCER, Laurel Hill.  « .
Hemper.—]J, A, MINNIECE, Scooba, Pebruary 3, 1880,

BROWN-LOAM TABLE-LANDS.

‘enton,~H. T, Lirrorp, Ashland, February 27, 1880.
Marshall—F, B. Snurorn, Holly Springs, February 24, 1880; A. J. Wirnegrs, Holly Springs, January 4, 1880,
D Soto.—T. C. DOCKERY, Love Station, March 24, 1880, ‘
Panola.~D. B. STEWART, Courtland, April 28, 1880.
La Fayette.—S, W. K, PEGUES, Oxford, March 10, 1880; Ira B. Omr, Water Valley, April 1, 1880; 8. 1. RAGLAND, Do Ly, May 1, 1880
P, H. Burrwrrn, Oxford, March 6, 1880 ; P. FERNANDEZ, Oxford, March 8, 1880, ‘
Grenada.—M, K, MISTER, Grenada, Febroary 5, 18803 J. D, Lin Frore, Grenada, Apzil 1, 1880, .
Holmes,~CHARLES C. THORNTON, M. D., Chew’s Landing, February 1, 1880; J. W. . SxirH, Benton.

CANE-HILLS REGION.
Harren,—L. WaLxs, Vieksburg, March 10, 1380,
Claiborne —G., P, McLEaXN, Rocky Springs, March 10, 1880, .
Jefferson.~J. W. Buren, Fayetts, Jaunary 12, 1880,
Wilkinson.—D. L. Prares, M. D. » Woodville,
MISSISSIPPI ALLUVIAL REGION.

Le Fiore—Jonx A. Avext, Greenwood, March 1, 1380, '
Bolivar—G, W, Wis, Concordia, Mareh 8, 1880, -

Yaze0.—J, W, C. Syrrh, Benton, J anuary 2, 1880,

Sharkey.~T. ¥, Scorr, Rolling Fork, December 30, 1879,

Jesagquenn.—W, B, Corians, Mayersville, July 3, 1880,

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION,
Hinds.—H, O, Dixow, Jackson, March 31, 1880, .
Ronkin.—¥. Jacx, Brandon, March, 1820,
Seott,~W, T, RoBrRTSON, Forest, January 10, 1880,
Jagper.—8, G, Lotvanrinee, M. D., Garlandsville,
Clarke~Jorns A, Bags, C. W. Moopy, J. B, ‘WELBORN, Shubuia, Aprik20, 1830 ;3 W, Srin

LMAN, M. D,, Entérprise, Feliruaxy 4, 1880,

LONG-LEAF PINE REGION.
I:a:ndﬁrdale.—.l <. BHANNON, Meridian, Felbruary 21, 1880
Greeme.—J. H. McCueax, Adamsville, January 27, 1880, - "
Iim:fm&.-ﬁxx. Laxr Posey, Bay Saint Louis, June 18, 1520,
(,zfmmgtw.—-(}. WELCH, Station Creek, March 11, 1880.
%mpsm.—-.l. C. McLavmx, Mount Zion, March 5, 1880,
Smith.~A, 8, Baveg, Palkville, January 1, 1880. .
Fhe W . W. Vaveur, Magnolia, Mareh 15, 1880, T
.&mite.w.}.liiié (FALTNEY, Liberty, April & 1880; Gronran T, W}:msz Liberty, January €, 1880, -



SUMMARY OF ANSWERS TO SCHEDULE QUESTIONS.

{Bpecinl unswers, when given, are either precoded by the name of the county (from which it is taken) in italics alone, or followed by that name in italics and parenthesss.]

TILLAGE, IMPROVEMENT, ETC.

1. Usual depth of tillage (measured on land-side of furrow).

NORTHBASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: From 3 to 6 inches, and with two
wmules in all of the counties except Tippah and Pontotoc, in
which from 1 to 3 inches, with one mule only, is reported.

YRLLOW-LOAM REGION: Usually 2 to 4 inches; sometimes 5, or even
Band 9, inall of the counties. The draft employed is one mule,
thongh sometimes two.

MisSISSIPPI BOTTOM REGION: In three counties, 2 to 3 inches; in
the rest, 4 and 5 inches. - The draft is one mule or horse in
three counties and two mules in two counties,

‘What draft employed in breaking up?

CANE-HILLS REGION: Depth, 2 to 3inches; draft, one mule or horse
in Wilkinson; two mules usually in the other counties,
CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: From 3 to 5 inches, with oné or two
mules or horses,

LONG-LEAT PINE REGION: From@ to 4inches in five counties; 4 to 6
in Pike and Amite, and 8 in Hanecock, Draft, usually one
horse or mule.

2. Is subsoiling practiced? If so, with what implements, and with whut results?

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: Very rarely. The bull-tongue
, follows the turn-plow. Results are good where the subsoilis
ared elay (4loorn). Subsoiling would be decidedly heneficial
if done in the fall, when the ground is dry, but not so 1f done

when the ground is wet ( Prentiss).

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: Buf little in any of the counties, except
Benton, where with subsoil plows it is beneficial to clay
lands, and but little to the sandy?”. The subsoil plow is used
in five counties, while in others one plow is usually made to
follow another in the same row. -Results always good, except
in Lia Tayette, where ¢ it is a disadvantage, unless the soil be
heavily manured »,

MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM REGION :. Only in Holmes county, one plow fol-

3. Is fall plowing practiced, and with what results?

NORTHRASTERN PRAIRIE REGION : To.some extent in all the counties
except Tippah and Noxubee, and with beneficial results,

Prentiss : By turning under stubble, and if done while vegeta- '

tlon is green, it is decidedly beneficial; but if after frost, itiis
damaging,.

YELLOW-LOAM KEGION: Yes; in Panola and Choctaw; very liftle
in six counties, and notiat allin four. Marshall : When stub-
ble and green vegetation are turned under in such manner
and at such timethat they will rot rather than dry. Benton:
The practice- would resnlt wellif it did not facilitate washing
and gullying, to which the sandy soil here is mueh inclined,

lowing another in the samerow. In Sharkey ‘it is unneces-
sary, the soil being sandy .

CANE-HILLS REGION: Only a little in Wilkingon, with Brinley’s or
Murfee’s subsoil plow. Theresult is excellent if the subsoil is
dry; otherwise, damaging.

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: To some oxtent only in Rankin, with
Murfee’s subsoiler, with satisfactory results, In Hinds *“it
hos been found to be useless, and sometimes injurious ”,

LONG-LBAF PINE REGION: A little in Clarke, Pile, Lauderdale,
Simpson, Amite, and Covington, subseil plows and scooters
beingused, and usually with good results, InPikecounty ¢the
subsoil packs again, se that the process should be repeated ”.

Winston and. Leake: The soil is again packed by the heavy
winter rains.

MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM AND CANE-HILLS REGION: Verylittle in Holmes;
amuch better and more sasily cultivable condition of the soil
is the result.

CENTRAL FRAIRIE REGION: A very little, only in Hinds and Ranlin.
Tt henetits soil not cultivated during the summer, but it is
injurious to those cultivated” (Hinds),

LONG-LEAT PINE REGION: A little only infive counties; opinions as
to results differ, *“If vegetation be well tmrned under the
results are very good ” (Amife). )

4. Is fallowing practiced? 1I1s the land tilled while lying fallow, or only “turned out”% With what results

in either case?

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: Fallowing is not practiced. The
land is only “turned out?” when rest is necessary. Lee: It
grows up in briérs and sedge-grass, and the slopes wash and
gully., Noxubes: When pastured it slowly improves.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION : Fallowing is generally practiced in Attala;

but little in two other counties, and not in the rest, = Winsion,

Attala, and Panola : Land is generally tilled while lying fal-

low, and is much improved if green vegetation be turned un-
der, without which tﬂla.ge is of no benefit, ZLeake and Benton :

It is rarely tilled while Iying fallow, but improves in a shorb
_time if allowed to grow up in briers. De Soto: The land is
damaged by treading of stock; it also washes and gullies
much worse without than with tillage while fallow, Mar-
shall: Some improve the fallow soil by green manuring in
the meantime with cow-pease and weeds.

,stsxﬂsmm BOTTOM AND CANE-HILLS REGION:

Lands are only

i

turned out in these counties, Holmes: It is sometimes burned
out just for one year, because the grass:has formed a sod
which cannot easily be plowed or hoed; a grass pasture re-
sults, but the grass is usually burned off preparatory to plow-
ing, so that no benefit results from the vegetation. Wilkinson :
The soil becomes mellower, easier to. cultivate, and richer in
vegetable matter. Warren : Itis only *‘ turned out” for want
of labor to cultivate it; the result is washing and gullying,
CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION; Land is only turned out for rest. In
Hinds a great quantity has thus grown up in sedge, briers, and
. weeds, which, when turned under and left undisturbed a year,
much improves the land.
LONG-LEAF PINE REGION: Lands are usually only “turned out”,
and are muol improved by rest, In Covington some istilled
while lying fallow, increasing the yields for a year or two.
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COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI.

i s’ in what order of crops, and with what
5, Is rotation of crops practiced? If so, of how many years’ course, i DS,

results? .

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: To a limited exte,pt only in
the counties, and usually of three years’ course Wl.t].l cotton,
corn, and oats or pease. Alcorn: Rotation is indispensable
with either cern or cotton to insure good crops. .

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: It is practiced in seven countu‘es, and very
little or not at all in-the rest, No regular order is observed,

exeept that eotton never follows immediately after corn; the .

course iy usnally three or four years with cotton, corn,‘and
small grain. Yazoo: Each changeresults well; pease especially
leave the soil much better., Leake: Cotton is often planted
for five consecutive years on the same land; so is corn on the
bottows and reed-brakes. Results of rotation are good.
Denton: Yields invariably decline without manuring,
MISEISEIPPI BOTTOM AND CANE-HILLS REGIONS: In Bolivar cotton
ouly has heen planted for the last forty years, In other

counties rotation is praciiced to some extent with cotton and
corn, and sometimes sweet potatoes and oats, and with goq(l
results ; and in Issaquena, material improvement both to soil
and erop. Fresh land will produce fine orops of cotton for
several years without echange,

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION : To some extent inm this region corn and

small grain or sweet potatoes . nsually following cotton.
Hinds : Result is an exhaustion of the vegetable mattor aud
consequent washing and gullying of the soil. Sooft: Without
rotation the soil would soon fail to preduce auy other crop,

LONG-LEAF PINE REGION: Yes, in Covington, Pike, and Amite, and

to some oxtent in other counties. In Pilke nnd Amite the
order is cotton, corn, oats, ete. In some counties cobton and
corn alternate, while in others sweet potatoes are also brought
in. Results are said to be good.

6. What fertilizers or other direct means of improving the soil are used in your region? Is green manuring

practiced?  'With what results in either cdse ?

NURITHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: No commercial fertilizers are
ustl in the region. Composts of stable manure and cotton-
seeil are often applied to lands with good results, increasing
the yields one-fourth. Green manuring is practiced by but
very few farmers; cow-pease, weeds, and stubble turned under
prwduee good resnlts.  In Alcorn, pease are generally plante.d
with eorn at second plowing for pasturage when the crop is
guthered,

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: Commercial fertilizers are searcely used in
the region; composts of stable manure, cotton-seed, etc.,
used only by small planters in some of the counties. Winston:
Cotton-seed renders the least and bone-dust the most perma-
nent improvement to the soil. De Sofo: Cotton-seed almost
doubles the grain crops. La Tayette : With barnyard manure
andl cotton-seed crops may be doubled, except in very dry
seasons.  XYazoo: Barnyard manure increases the yields one-
fourth. Green manuring is practiced in some of the counties
with good results and improvement of the soil., Marshall: Tt
is regarded as the best and cheapest means of restoring fer-
tility to the soil on the large scale. Yazoo: Cow-pease are
best, as they grow luxuriantly on the poorest soil and increase
erops from 3 to 6 per cent, The large planters only turn un-
der dry weeds, grass, ete, :

Mississippr BoTTOM : Neither fertilizing or green manuring are
generally practiced in the region. Sharkey: Some apply cot-
tan-seed to corn land, and thus increase the Yyields 30 to 50 per
cent.  Grenade: Cotton-seed is put into the center furrow if

7. How is cotton-seed disposed of ¢ If sold, on what ter

NURTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: Itislargely fed tocowsand sheep
i most of the counties, and in all of the counties is nused
more or less as o fertilizer. Its price is usually from 8 to 10
cents per Lushel; in Lowndes, Aleorn, and Prentise some ig
s0ld 1o oii-mills at from 10 to 15 cen ts (or$6 perton), delivered
at railroad stations, or exchanged at the rate of one ton of seed
for 700 pounds of seed-cake meal.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION : It is fed tostock or used as manure in most
of the counties, The ysual price is from 8 to 10 cents, and in
but fow of the counties it is gold to oil-mills, ‘

MISBISS1PRI BOTTOM : It ig seldom returned to the soil, but mostly
sold to oil-wills, delivered gt the river landings at from $4 50
to §7 perton, In Sharkey it is chiefly burned in plantation

!
sound, or spread broadeast if rotted ; its good rosults may bo
observed for severul years, In Holmes county green mannr-
ing has been tried on very stiff lands and found ko bo satis-
factory. : .

CaNE-miLLs REGION: Both fertilizing and groen manuring aro

practiced to some extent; cotton-seed and stablo mannre are
used either alone or with leaves, straw, ete., in compost, and
in Jefferson county double the crop.  In Wilkinson the sorn
crop is sometimes inereased 50 per cent. by greon manuring,

CENTRAYL PRAIRIE REGION: Somo commereial fortilizers are used

in some of the counties, bhut composts of cotton-seed, barn-
yard manure, ete., are most common, Seott: Sandy soils
cannot be made to produce without these. Clarke: Thoy pay
well on these lands, Jasper: They add 300 pounds of sood-
cotton to the yield per acre. Rankin: A crop of cow-penso
will improve the soil, even if the pease are gathered and tho
vines eaten Ly stoclk,

LONG-LEAF PINE REGION : Very little commereinl fortilizers iy used

in the region. Composts of cotton-seed, stabloe NIANULG,
with sometimes swamp wuck, ashes, ete., are applied to lands
with excellent vesults. Hancock and Simpson alone repoert
the use of pine straw with manure and leaves. Simpson: The
genernl practice is to keep the floors of stock-yards and sto-
bles covered with pine straw and remove it every twonientlis;
this makes a good fortilizer, Green manuring is but little
Ppracticed in any of the counties.

ms or at what price ?

turnaces, Issaguena: Before a combination was offected
between oil-mill companies the price was $16 per ton,

CANE-HILLS REGION: Tt is Dartly fed to cattle, partly returned to

the soil in Jefferson and Wilkinson, partly wasted in Clai-
borne, or sold at the river stations or factory nb from $2 to 5
per ton.

CENTRAL PRATRIE REGION: It is used as feed for cattlo and ag

manure in all of the region; where convenicnt for shipment
in Hinds and Clarke, it is mostly sold to oil-mills at from 8
or 10 cents per bushel.

L)
LoNG-LEAT PINE REGIDN: It is fod to stock orused asmanure in all

- of theregion, but little going ontof its county. Itsprice, when
sold, isfrom 10 to 15 cents per bushel, '

8. Is cottou-seed cake used for feed? Ig it used for manure ¢

NOBTHEASTERX PRAIRIE REGION: Very little is nsed in the region
either for feed or manure; in the former case it ig always

) mized with other fuod, as cattle do not like it alone.

lm.u‘n?’—mw BEGION : In seven counties it ig not used at all for
¢ither food ormanure, In other counties it isused to 5 slight
extent for both purposes. Grenada: Some is nsed ag stock

I;?, is valuable as sueh, 4nd is much wanted ; some is nged

. A8 manure, generally alone, and when properly appliedis vory
effective.

MIBSISSIPPI BoTToM: Bub two counties in this region report its ugo

either as food or ag manure,

CANE-HILLS REGION : Not used in Warren and Claiborne. In Jof-

ferson a little is fed to mileh cows, and it im coming into use
88 a manure for-cotton and corn; - In Wilkinson a little is fod

’
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to sbock, and it is used rarely as manure alone or mixed with
atable manure and phosphates for cotton and corn.

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: Not at all in three counties, and bub
litble in the others either as food or as manure.

LONG-LEAT PINE REGION: Not in Simpson, Covington, and Han-
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cock; in the others hoth as manure and as foed for stock
to somo extent. In Amite, when cheap or when damaged, it
is used as food for cows and sheep, for which it is highly
approved.

PLANTING AND CULTIVATION OF COTTON.

9. What preparation is usually given to cotton land before bedding up ¢

Throughout the state no other preparation is given to the land other
than knocking down (sometimes burning) and plowing under
the cotton stalks of the previous year, though this spring

10. Do you plant in ridges, and how far apart?!

It is almost the universal practice throughout the state to plant
in ridges. In the bottom lands of the Mississippi river the
distance hetween rows is from 4 to 5 feet, though Issaquena
and Sharkey report as much as 6 and 7 feet. In the upland

11. What is the usual planting time ?

The earliest date given is March 20, in Claiborne and Jefferson
counties, of the cane-hills region (southwestern part of the
state); Mareh 26 in Warren and Lowndes, lying respectively
in the western and eastern center of the state. In all other
upland counties the earliest dates given are the 1st of April
in the southern and middle counties, with Tippah and La

12, What variety of cotton is preferred ¢
Of the many short staple varieties named often two and more from
a single county. The Dixon is more generally reported
throughout the state, or from threo coun,t;les in each region,
except the yellow loam, in which it is mentioned once. The
Peeler variety comes next from nine counties, the Petit Gulf
from eight counties, the Herlong from five, Boyd’s Prolific
from four, Cheatham two, and the other varieties once or

13. How much seed is used per acre ¢
Twenty-eight counties report from 1 to 3 bushels per acre, while in
the reat from 1 to 5, 6, and 10 bushels are given. One bushel
14, What implements are used in planting ¢

In all of the regions a narrow instrument or plow, either a drill or
bull-tengue, is used to open the furrow. The seed is then

plowing is not done in very many of the counties. Stubble
land, when intended for planting, is usually plowed in the
fall season, -

counties, Noxubee reports frem 1} to 2 feet, while in all the
rest the distances are from 3 fo 4 feet on the sandy lands and
from 4 to 5 feet on thericher; in Wilkinson and Warren, from
5 to 7 feet on the rich and fresh lands.

Fayette on the north, and from the 10th to the 15th of April
in other of the northern counties. Planting time closesin the
state about the middle of May. In the Mississippi hottom the
time i from the 1st the 10th of April, the season cloging aslate
ag May 31 in Bolivar.

twice each; these comprise the Baggarly, Brock, Cillla]ian,
Edwards, Browus, Golden Prolific, Magnolia, Java, Chambers
South American, Chaplin, ete. In Hancock county the sea-
island or long-staple cotton is planted. Gremada, La Fayette,
Sharkey : Dixon for quantity, and Peeler for fine staple.
Frilkingon : Dixon proiific for poor soil, and Chambem South
American for rich soils,

is the minimum given in nearly all of the counties.

- usually dropped by hand and covered with a harrow or by
maesans of a bloek or board attached to a shovel-plow stock.

15. Are cotton-seed planters used? What opinion is held of their efficacy er conveniency ¢

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: They are used in the northern
counties, and approved; in Noxubee and Kemper the old
method of planting is preferred.

YEILLOW-LOAM BEGION: Not used in Tishomingo, but in other coun-
ties are considered efficient.and satisfactory so far as tried;
in La Fuyette said to be “not worth their cost?.

MiygsissIPpl BoTToM: They ave used fo a greater or less extent in
the region, but are considered unnecessary in Bolivar, and are
not popular in Te Flore, In Issaquena ““they are held inhigh
esteem ag a labor-saving implement, and one by which crops
can be more cheaply and evenly tilled ; but here our lands are
tenanted by a elags who adhere strictly to the old idea gen-
erated during slavery, and which will never bé eradicated;
lhence cotton and corn planters are never used on our planta~
tions”,

16. How long usually before the seed comes up %

Tho least time given is three days in the yellow-loam region, four
in the Mississippi Dottom, cane-hills,-and long-leaf pine
regions, and five in the central and northeastern prairies. In
some of the counties ten days is given as the least time.
Unfavorable circumstances, such as depth to which the seed
has been planted, the temperature and moisture of the soil,
ete., may lengthen the time to an unusual extreme, reported
as ten days in the eane-hills, fifteen in the central and north-
eastern prairie regions, twenty days in the yellow-loam and

CANR-mILLS REGION: Not in Warren and Claiborne, ‘ hecauso thoy
require better preparation of the seil and more labor, for
whiel there is no compensation ; and the negroes will not use
improvéments.”  In other counties they are used, but not ex-
tensively, [Filkinson: ¢“They do better work and save half
the laber of the old way.” .

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION : They are not used in Clarke; in Jasper
some are found to be advantageouws; in Scott are the only
means of planting regularly ; in Hinds they are a convenience,
though farmers sometimes fail to get a “*stand” Wlth them,
while in Rankin most farmers reject them.

LONG-LEAT PINE REGION: They are used in Lauderdalo and o little
in Pike, where they do well on land freshly plowed and clear
of rubbish, In other counties they are not much nsed ox lilted.

long-leaf pine regions, and twenty-elght in the Mississippi bot-
tom. An average of allthe reportsi in each region would give
the probable usual time asseven days Tor the cane-hills region,
cight days for the central and northeastern prairie regions,
nine for the long-leaf pine, ten for the yellow-loam region, and
eleven days for the Mississippi bottom., Holmes: It seed is
planted by machine, and, therefore, at- uniform depths, the
“gtand” is all up in from seven to ten days; otherwise, it
takes from fourteen to twenty-sight days to get a ¢ stand”.
. 351
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17. At what stage of growth do you thin out the stand, and how far apart ?

T hmughout‘the state the practice is general to thin (fut tl.xe plants
when they are from 6 to 10 inches high, at which time they
are two or more weeks old and have put out three or four
leaves. They are then chopped out with a hoe, leaving one
or two plants at distances of from 8 to 12 inches, except on

18. Is the cotton liablé to suffer from *sore shin”?
Not at all in three counties; to a greater or less extent in the rest
of the state, and mostly during cool, wet spring Weatbe.r,' or
when bruised in hoeing, Holmes: It is caused by bruising
the plant with the hoe, and by allowing it to stand too long

the very rich lands, where as mmuch as 18 or 20 inches spu'co
is given. In Issaguena county the thinning is postponed till
all danger of frost is past. Leake: Thinning should not bo
completed before May 15. Bentown : In cold, backward son-
sons it is well to leave several plants in a hill for & while,

after seraping and hoeing before tLirowing the seil baek to it,
thus permitting the soil to dry and contract around the plant,
0 a8 to interfere with circulation of moisture and air,

19. What after-cultivation do you give, and with what implements ¢

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE AND FLATWOODS REGION: Tippah and
Aleorn: Usually two shallow plowings are given with broad
shovel plows and rows kept clean with hoes. Kemper: Sweops
and hoes are nsed constantly until August 1; crab-grass isnot
troublesome later. Prentiss: Afterscraping and thinning to a
stand, solid sweeps and cultivators are run through as often
s once in fifteen days. Lee: Scrape or harrosw, hoe and thin
out, and run through with a 20-inch eultivator about every
ten days till July 15 to 30. Lowndes: Deep plowing while
the plants are small; after thinning out, the sweep is run 1
t0 1} inches deep; when there is rather much rain and erab-
grass the turn plow is used,

YELLOW-LOAM REGION; De Soto and Panola: First use the turn
plow or scraper, afterward the shovel plow or enltivator.
Tishomingo : Bar off, throw dirt back to therow with the bull-
tongue plow, and afterward use light sweeps. Benton: Bar
off or scrape, then use an 8-inch, next a 12-inch, and finally
4 16-inch shovel plow; some nse large shovels or sweeps
exclusively. Marshall: Usnally serape, sometimes bar off with
turn plow or harrow with side harrows ; after this the erop
is plowed successively with larger shovels or sweeps, throw-
ing the eoil about the plants; thé middles are sometimes
turned out with the turn plow. L Fayette: Bar off or serape,
thin to a stand and hoe, throw dirt to the plants with a shovel
plow, then use a larger shovel plow, and at the same time an
13-inch sweep for the middles; finally throw dirt to the row
#unceessively with 16- and 18- or 20-inch sweeps or cultivators,
or in wet seasons with turn plows. Weeds are chopped out
with hoes three times. Winston ; Bar off,g enerally with the
Scraper, sometimes with turn plow ; next thin to a stand, hill
up with shovel or turn plow, then cultivate as corn; harrows
and sweeps are used by some. Fuzoo : Serape, hoe to a stand,
hill np, and plow the middles ; if the soil was at first well
broken, enltivation is shallow ; otherwise, it is deep, and the
turning plow is used for the purpose, Leake: After barring
off, the crop is generally hoed, then, until late in summer ; two
or three hoeings and as many plowings are given with large -
sweeps, .

MissISSIPPI BOTTOM: 2. Grenada: Serape out and then use shovel
plows and sweeps, Le Flore: Generally bar off, run serapers
and 18- or 20-inch sweeps, respectively, Sharkey : The ma-
Jority give shallow cultivation with 8weeps; some plow deep,

20. What is the height usually attained by cotton befor

NORTBEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: 24 to 30 inches in Alcorn, Tippah,
and Kemper; 12 to 18 inches in the other coanties.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: 2410 30inchesin six counties; 12to 20 inghes
in the others. :

MIBS188IPPL BOTTOM: 12 in Issaquena, 15 to 20 in Sharkey, and 30 4o
36 in other counties. i

2L When do you usually see the first blooms ¢
May 20 in Po.ntctoe county; from the Ist to the 10th of J une in the
c.a;ne-l%xlls region, and in Holmes, Bolivar; jand Issaguena
vonnties, and several counties of the long-leaf pine region,
22, When do the bolls first open ?

From six to eight weeks after Dlooming, About the lagt of July in
five connties of the yellow-loam region, and in Noxubep and
Jasper counties,. From the 1st to the middle of Auguost in
fg;r counties of the northeastern Prairie Tegion, five of the

and such ave always in debt. Jssaquena: Bar off, koo to a
stand, throw dirt to the row, then eultivate wilh plow, and
sweep till the crop is laid by. Holmes: After seraping ancd
hoeing the crop the soil should, it possible, be thrown lLack
and well up around the plant the same day by a SWoop,
shovel, or turn plow, s0 as to lap in the drill from Loth sides.
Correspondent always observes this, and his cotion novor djes
out, nor has the ‘‘sore-shin”, execept when the plants are
barked or bruised by hoes, or suddenly bent ab vight anples
against the baked erust of the hed.

CANE-HILLS REGION: Jefferson: The plow, harrow, and all sorts of

cultivators are used. ilkinson : Tho crop is somotimoes hav-
rowed ; various hoeings and Plowings ave given and ropoated,
as roquired; cultivation must vary with soil and sonson.
Warren: Two thorongh plowings and hoeings; throo aroe bot-
ter for the erop. Claiborne: After thinning ouf, thoe soil i

- twice molded up to.the row with sweops and the middles
are broken out with plows, and the crop is hoed as ofbon.

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: Smith and Scoit: Cultivating is dono

chiefly with steol sweeps, but may be dono almost wholly
with plows, Rankin : Bar off with turn plow orserapor; next
use sweeps and hoe about twice. Elinds: Serape, hov, plow
the soil to the row, plow the middles agein thoroughly, albor
which plow and hoe when necessary. 1. Clarke: Bur off, hoo
to astand, throw soil gently back to the row with agmall Bwoo),
and continue by cultivating the crop ovoery ton to (lfteen days
until it ig laid by. ' -

LONG-LEAF PINEREGION: Greene: Bar off, thin to astand, then plow

with solid sweeps, Pike: Bar off and serapo, throw soil to tho
row, plow and hos, then run through once or tiwico with
sweep, side harrow, or cultivator. Stmpson : Aftor thinning
out and throwing sdil to the row with & half sho vol tho orep
is enltivated with sweeps about three simes, Covinglon: Run
a furrow on each side of the row with tlie seoutor, noxt ngo
a half shovel, and when the crop is too large for close plowe
ing use sweeps. Lauderdale and 2. Clarke: Thres or {four
plowings and two or three hoeings are gonorally nocossary fo
produce a crop; the sweep or wido ahovel ig nsed almost ox.
clnsively; the crop is often injured by plowing, dmito: Bur
off with a turn plow or serape, thin o n doublo aband, throw
soil to the row, thin to stand, breal out middles with n turn
plow, then use sweeps until the orop is laid Dy,

e blooming ?

CANE-HILLS REGION: J efferson, 18 inches; 24 to 36 inchog in tho roat.
CENTRAL PRAIRIN REGION: Scott, 24 to 36 inebes; in the othor

counties, 12 to 18 inches.

LONG-LEAF PINT REGION: 24 inches in Landerdale and Pike; 12 to

18 inches in other counties,

In the rest of the state the time varies from the middle of
-June to the 10th of J uly,

.

o

v

yellow:]oam region, four in~Mississippi bottom, tiwee of the
eane-hills region, and thres of the long-leaf pine rogion. In

other counties the latest time given is October 1, in Aloorn
county. g
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23. When do you begin your first picking ¢

About August 15 in Noxubee, Grenada, Le Flore, Jasper, and Clarke; -

August 26 in Lowndes, Kemper, De Soto, Panola, Yazoo, Shar-
Ikey, Issaquens, and Jefferson. Of theother counties, nineteen
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report September 1, eight September 15, and the rest from
that time to October 16, Alcorn and Lee giving thelatest dates.

24. How many pickings do you usually make, and when?

NORTHREASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: Three pickings usuallyin October,
November, and December. Lowndes: Farmersstriveto gather
ny fust as the cotton is ready, beginning when 25 or 30 pounds
per hand can be piclked, and ending when the winter rains
begin.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: Three pickings nsually; a light one in
September, second and chief one in October, and often only
gleanings in November and December.

MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM AND CANE-HILLS REGIONS: Usually three or
four, ZIHolmes: The first, in August and September, rarely
amount to 200 pounds per acre; the chief pickings are in
October, November, and Decewmber.

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION : Three pickings as rapidly as posmble,

25. Do you ordinarily pick all your cotton ¢

It is very generally all gathered throughout the state, excepting of
course that lost by bad weather and live-stock, Holmes:
Sometimes when the price is low it does not pay to glean the
fields. Les: Owing to indolence, some cotton is not gathered.

26. At what date does picking usually close

The lagt of November in Noxubee, Winston, and Pike ; in December
in twenty-nine counties, comprising the cane-hills, central
prairie, long-leaf pine, and most of the ycllow-loam regions;

27. At what time do you expect the first black frost?

Tho carliest date is from the 20th to the 30th of September in
Prentiss and Tippah counties, October 1 to 15 in eight
counties, ¥iz, Alcorn, Pontotoe, De Soto, Choctaw, Winston,

usnally in September, October, and November. Hinds: As
many as possible with the force at command; the sooner
cotton is picked the cleaner and better the staple and the less
the waste in the field or at the gin. "Clarke: The top crop is
never all open until a killing frost, after which picking soon
ends.

LONG-LEAF PINE REGION: Three pickings nsually as fast as cotton
opens sufficiently to admit of a fair day’s gathering, Amite:
First when one or two bolls per plant are open, second when
most of them are open, and third when all are open ; bub the
number and times depend upon the yield, weather, and the
picking force employed.  Picking is eontinuous and as rapid
ag possible.

.

Winston : Some farmers, however, have been observed to plow
their stalks under with cotton on them, having failed to pick
it in time for plowing the next crop.

in January and later in the other counties; the latest date is
that of March 31, in S8harkey county.

Claiborne, Clarke, and Afnite. From the 15th to the 30th of
October in twenty-two counties, while in other counties it is
expected from the first to the last of November.

28. Do you pen your seed-cotton in the field, or gin as picking progresses ?

Both are practiced in all of the counties. - On the small upland
farms it is usually customary to pen in the fleld near the
tenants’ houses until enough is gathered to justify ginning.
If there is a gin on the plantation, it is usvally run as picking
progresses.  Clarke and dmite: The larger farmers gin asthey
pick; others generally house their cotton for safe-keeping
and finish picking before they gin, Private gins have been
superseded by neighborhood gins in Amite county. On the

bottem lands ¢ ik is impossible to gin as fast as it is picked;
it ig therefore penned and afterward hauled to the gin”. In
Holmes it is generally kept near the tenants’ dwellings in
houses or pens, or sometimes left inheaps in the field exposed
to rains and storms. Jssaquena: House it at each tenant's
cotton-house ; neverpen it in the field, as the handling would
be double, '

GINNING, BALING, AND SHIPPING. .
29, What gin doyou use? How many saws, and what motive-power? How much clean lint do you make in

a day’s run of ten hours %

Thero are fourteen different gins montioned in the state, one county

3ften reporting the use of two or more, patents, while others
simply state that several are used.

Pratt’s gin is mentioned Dby sixteen counties; Gullett’s by
thirteen counties; Brown’s by five counties; Carver's by
four counties; the Eagle gin by three counties, The
following sre oach mentioned once: Atwood, Hurt, Manuel,
Cunningham, Eelipse, Emery, Dubois, and Avery. Their
ginning capacity in ten hours’ run may be summed up from
the different reports as follows:

Prattls gin: 60 saws, ran by steam-power, 3,500 to 5,000 pounds of
hnt by mules, 2,000 pounds; 50 S80S, by mules, 1,500 to 1,600
pounds, and by Wa,ter 2,000 pounds; 45 saws, by steam, 2,000
pounds of lint.

 Gullett’s gin: 60 saws, by steam, from 2,500 to 3,500 peunds; by
mules, 2,000 pounds; 50 saws, by steam, 1,750 pounds; 45 saws,
by mules, 1,000 to 1,200 pounds.

Browu’s gin: B0 saws, by steam, 5,000 pounds; 50 saws, by steam,

2,500 £03,000 pounds; 45 saws, by miles, 1,000 to 1,500 pounds,

Cavver's gin: 75 saws, by steam, 4,000 to 4,600 pounds.

Eagle gin: 60 saws, by mules, 1,400 pounds; 40 saws, by mules,
1,000 pounds.

Atwood gin: 50 saws, by mules, 900 pounds of lint (Amite).

Hurt gin: 50 saws, by mules, 1,275 ponuds of lint (La Fayeite).

Telipse gin: 70 saws, by steam, 3,500 pounds of lint (Bolivar).

Dubois gin: 50 satws, by mules, 1,300 pounds of lint (Hinds).

The capacity of other gins are not given,

“With a gin of 160 saws 8,000 pounds of Jintare made in a rud of
ten hours with s steam-engine of 20 to 40 horse-power”
(Sharkey). “The steam-engine is far more ecoromical than
mule power even for a small planter; it is less expensive in
overy particular; the risk of fire is less than that of the
mortality of stock” (Holmea) “Steam-engines would be
preferred if they were not so expensive; the county is well
supplied with water-power, but has not the capital to utilize
it” (Leaks).

30. What mechanical ¢ power?” arrangement is preferred when horseq or mules are used ?

Tippah county : Schofield’s, Nowubea: Peacock’siron ¢ horse-power”
from Selma, Alabama, - Lauderdale and Sharkey: The Faust
Deering power of Louisville, Kentucky. Benton : The 12-foot

- eogwheel and treadwheel. Marshall: Segment and pinion
power; an 8-foot band wheel and 10- or 12-foot master wheol,
23 a P ¥

with horizontal lever, to ench end of which a team is hitched.
In many other counties the old-style power is preferred,. the
old wooden screw, with two mules and one or two men, furning
out 8 bales per day; the old style compress wiﬂi oight men

and two mules, making from 20 fo 25 bales, 263
co 3t
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i ired for a 475-pound bale of lint?
31. How mauny pounds of seed-cotton, on an average, 18 re%: 1,545, Tippal, Ble)nton, Tahiomingo, Sharkey, and Goviﬂgif)fi :
1,54,5. Lowndes: 1,545 to 1,600, Kt‘mzpcn': 1,545 to 1,(:().).
Choctaw, Warren, and  Simpson : 1,660, il[(w'slmll, 1(‘(,.0'0,
Holmes, and Issaguena: 1,665. .dleorn, Panola, Lo IFlore,
Bolivar, and Greena: 1,780. Noxubes: 1,900.

Claiborne: 1,306 to 1,665, according to kind of seed, Prentiss, %ee,
De Soto, Winston, dAttala, Jefferson, Rankin, Scotf, and Pike:
1,425, Leakeand Grenade: 1,425 to 1,545, Pontotoc, La Fag/e.tte,
and dmite: 1,425 to 1,600, Clarke: 1,425 to 1,665. Smith:
1,455, Wilkinson, Hinds, and Jasper : 1,485, Lauderdale: 1,485 1 whas 1s 1% ompactty per dagt

2, Whe ress 1 i 1 region, and what is i g T dz

e et o Paul Pitman’s press from 3 counties; with four men and one mule,
20 bales. N

Southjru standard ; with four men and one mule, 10 to 20 bales,

Way’s hand-lever press; with six men, 15 bales.

Lewis’ press, by hand, 12 bales. . -

The following is a list of the other presses named, and thoir capacity

There are eighteen different presses mentioned among the counti‘es
a8 being in use, and very often several patents are found in
one county. ' ' )

Brooks' press is mentioned in eight counties. Its capacity, with
six men and one mule, is 25 bales per day ; with four men and
one mule, 12 bales, or as fast as ginned, “It will pressinone

day all that two £0-saw stands can gin in a week” (Ilssaquena).

Scofield’s iron-screw press from 3 counties; with two men and one

mule & day’s ginning can be baled. .
Paul Williams’ press from 3 counties; with one mule, 10 bales,

is about that of those already given: Provost, \Yrig:ht’u,
Churchill’s, Reynold’s, Simmends, Wilson’s, Shaw’s, I!\.u-l\,lux,
Newel’s, Grasshopper, and Nesbit’s. They are montiomeddbut
once or twice each among all tho counties,

33. Do you use rope or iron ties for baling ¢ If the latter, what fastening do you prefer %

Iron ties ure used exclusively throughout the state. The arrow
fastening is preferred in 21 counties; the huckle in 10 counties.

34. What kind of bagging is used in your region?
Chiefly jutein 16 counties; chiefly hemp in 9 counties; while in the

Among the other counties, the Wallis, button, Marpor, and
Root fastenings are mentioned.

rest both are given without choice.

35. What weight do you aim to give your bales? Have transportation companies imposed any conditions in

this respect?

Farmers in Claihorne aud Wilkinson aim to make the weight of bales
400 pounds; in Holmes, 400 to 500 pounds; 450 pounds in 8
connties; 500 pounds in 24 counties, and 600 pounds in Sharkey.

The freight charges are ugnally by the bale, regardless of weight,
except, perhaps, to the eastern and northern cities. The hales
are required to he well covered. Amite: A bale under 300
pounds' weight is not consi@ered merchantalje, the freight
being by bale. In a number of connties buyers deduct §1

from the f)rice of bales under 400 pounds’ woight., Holmes:
Transportation companies usunlly agrec to deliver a 450-
pound bale at contract prices, and {requontly speeify that
they will eharge for each additional 100 pounds, but ravely
do so on boats. Taking advantage of this, meielhants urge
producers to make bales of 500 and 600 pounds, Insurance
companies speeify and hold themselves acconntable only fur
450-pound Dales. ‘

DISEASES, INSECT ENEMIES, ETC. ‘ -
46, By what aceidents of weather, diseases, or insect pests is your cotton crop mest liable to bo injured ?
At what dates do these several pests or diseases usually make their appearance? To what cause is the trouble

attributed by your farmers?

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: The caterpillar appears in Lowndes
county in Julyr in Lee in September, and in Kemper and
Noxnbee, The boll-worm appears in August and September
in most of the counties, Shedding and rust also do much
damuge when dry weather follows an excessively wet season.
Boll-rot and Llight are reported only in Noxubee, Lee,
Lowndes, and Pontotoe counties, and are supposed to be due
towet weather. Aphides are reported in Lowndes and Tippah
in June on isolated spots, and are attributed to eold nights.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: The caterpillar appears in Marshall,
Choctaw, Yazoo, and Leake, and sometimes in De Soto, Panola,
Attala, and La Fayette, “ though rarely, and has not hurt this
region intwelve years,” The boll-worm oceurs in most of the
counties in July or Angust, while boll-rot, rust, and shedding
alto do much damage, and is attributed to weather extremes,
either wetor dry, Blight isreported in seven of the counties,
though rarely in most of thege, '

MIss188IPFI BOTTOM : The caterpillar appears in Grenada in Ahgust,
in Holmes in September and October, and in Sharkey and
Issaquena. The boll-worm appears thronghout the region,
aud usnally a month earlier. Boll-rot oceurs to some extent,
and in Bolivar is attributed to the overgrowth of the plant.
Blight in June, rost in J aly and Augu“st, and shedding in July
to September also ocenr to some extent, and are usually
attributed to weather extremes, Holmes : They are due to
plowing too near and disturbin g the roots of the plants.

37. What efforts have been made to obviate these disease

Throughout the state but, fow efforts have been mads, and these

with indifferent suocess. Holmes : Ttis considered dangerous.

10 use destroyers for inseets; thosewho eultivate cotton with
t:ggu have less of these evils, Bolivar and Sharkey : A favorable

[y

- blight, and rust also oceur,
CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: The eaterpillax apponrs in Hinds, Scott,

Tesaquena : Diseases and insects generally attuck cofton on
sandy soils first.

. CANw-HILLS REGION: The caterpillar usually appears in Warren

county “in numbers about July, the oarlier the most
destructive, but most so in September?, at which time it iy
reported in other counties. The boll-worm appears in July
and ‘August, or sometimes much later. Shedding, boll-rot,

” :

and Clarke late in Augnst, The boll-worm does some datuago
in all of the counties, whilo excessive rains aud oextroma dry
‘weather cause boll-rot and shedding and rust, Tn Jasper tho
latter is atéributed to shallow plowing and lack of vegotablo
matter inthesoil. Aphides appear in Clarke ussoon as cotton
isup.

.
LONG-LEAF PINE REGION: The boN-worm in July and Aungust, the

caterpillar in Aungust and September, are reportad in this
region, Aphides appear on the Plants in the spring in
Covington county. Boll-rot and sheddin & are thought to Lo
respectively produced by wet and dry weather, and ocony
throughout the region. Boll-rot in Covington s attributed
to insects, Tust to stagnant water neax the roots of the plants,
and  ghedding to irregularity of seasons or injudicious
tillage, " Tn Amite aB discases are thought to Le due to
improper eultivation, while in Simpson rust is attributed to
insect life.

8 and pests? ‘With what success?

dry season at the time of these pests and good culbivation
alwa,ys.insure greater yields than epn be gathered by tho
cultivating force, IWillinson : Early planting, so as to fuvor
early fruiting, has met with but litble suecess. Lowndos : Eaxly

-
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planting and thorough cultivation have Dbeen successful.
Panole: Ghange of crop and culture have been successful
against rust and blight, Grenada: A plenty of manure is
considered to be the best remedy for rust, blight, shedding,
and boll-rot. Raikin and Hinds: Attraction of the mothsby
lights at night and catching them in some liquid has been
only partially successful. Lauderdale: Shedding may be paxtly
prevented in some seasons by shalléw plowing, but not wholly
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in very wet or dry weather. Amite: Deep preparatory
plowing of the soil and after-cultivation adapted to the
varying conditions of the weather and soil. ' The first
generation of worms is destroyed by hand; at the second
_coming of the moth it is decoyed by lights at night; when
the third generation of worms appears all is lost, These
methods have not proved successful.

38, Is rust or blight prevalent chiefly on heavy or ill-drained soils? Do they prevail chiefly in wet or dry,
cool or hot.seasons? On what so#f deseribed by you are they most common ¢

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION. Theyprevail mostly ontheblack
and stiff .and ill-drained lands of this region, and on the
hummock lands andlight, shelly prairie-ridge soils of Pontotoe
county. They occur chiefly in wet and cold seasons in three
counties, in dry seasons after much rain in two counties, andin
cold seagons, whether wet or dry, in Pontiotoc county, In Lee
rust prevails chiefly on drylandsin dryseasons, and commonly
on the uplands; blight chiefly on wet lands in wet seasons,
and commonly on the bottoms. In Aleorn rust is limited to
small spots, and is supposed to be due to microscopic parasites.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: They prevail in wet and cool seasons on
heavy and ill-dradned soils in De Sotio, Panola, Winston, and
Attala; on loose, sandy, or fresh soils in Benton; on black,
sandy loam in Leake; on white, cold clay soil in any season
in Grenada; on heavy, ill-drained soils having the largest
gravel and lightest colored subsoil, and are worse on the gray
gravelly or buckshot soil in Yazoo county; on heavy and
ill-drained soils in Marshall county, ‘¢The red rust chiefly in
dry seasons on dry, rich, alluvial and mellow soils, sometimes
extending, as the season advances, to clayey seils, in which
it is not liable te start, and if it does will not spread rapidly.
Blight prevails chiefly in wet seasons.” TRust onlight, sandy

soils, and blight on heavy and ill-drained soils and in wet
seasons in La Fayette. ¢ Close observers have noticed them
most frequently in fresh soils of any kind that have borne
cotton for three or four consecutive years” (La Faystte).

Mississippr BoTTOM: They prevail on light and sandy soils in most
of the counties; in cool and wet seasons in three counties;
in Lot periods, preceded by excessive rains, in Holmes, and in
any season in other counties. InBolivar, onrich loams where
the severest cases of blight are generally connected with late
plowing, which is very likely to disturh the roots of the
plants.

CANE-mILLS REGION: Chiefly on wet and ill-drained soils; in al¥
seasons in Claiborne, and in wet and hot seasons in other
counties,

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: On heavy and ill-drained soils im
Rankin and Scott; on all soilsin Hinds and Jasper, and on
light, shelly soil in Clarke; in cool weather in Jasper; in.
extreme states of weather in the other counties.

LONG-LBAT PINE REGION: On ill-drained, sometimes sandy and
sometimes heavy, soils, Chiefly on the bottom lands in four
counties; in wet and cool seasons in Greene, and hot and wet
seasons m Simpson and Amifte.

39, Is Paris green used as a remedy against the caterpillar? If so, how, and with what eﬁucb?

1t is not used in 31 of the counties from which reports have come,
Noxubee: When properly used it has generally saved seven-
eighths of the orap, Marshall: The worm generally begins

in the center of the field, but in a fow days is all over it,

~ stripping the plants. Paris green would undoubtedly destroy

it, but the damaga is great before it is discovered. Grenada:

Its efficacy is not doubted, but its use is entirely neglected.
Holmes: Its use would prevent keeping of calves in the cot-
ton-fields, and it is, besides, regarded as far too troublesome

to apply this poison, 1. Clarke: It destroys both worm and

plant, and has been abandoned in the last two years.
2. Clarke: Mixed with flour and land plaster it generally kills.
the caterpillar, but his place isscon talken by another genera~
tion,. dmite: Its solution has been sprinkled and its powder
dusted on the plants while wet with dew, and has done but
little good, Scott: It has been sprinkled on the plant with
water, and is pronounced a failure. Yazeo: By sifting it
upon the leaves while wet with dew, if commenced in tifie,
it will materially check the ravages of the caterpillar,

LABOR AND SYSTEM OF FARMING.
40, What is the average size of farms or plantations in your, région?

UPLAND COUNIIES : Less than 100 acres in 11 counties; from 100 to
. 200 neres in 6 counties; 200 to 300 acres in 5 counties ; 300 to

500 acres.in 6 counties. In the cane-hills region, and in a fow
counties of the yellow-loam and northeastern prairie regions,

some of the farms have as much as 1,000 to 3,000 acres, and

in Rankin co‘unty, of the central prairie region, a maximum

of 6,000 acres. In Amite plantations vary from 500 to 3,000
acres, and are divided into farms of 40 and 120 acres, which
are vented to families, ' ;

M1881SSIPPI BOTTOM REGION: There are a few small farms of less
than 300 acres, but mostly large pluntatlone of from 500 to
3,000 acres.

41. Ts the prevalent practice ‘“mixed farming” or “planting”?

UrLAND COUNTIES : Mixed farming in 22 counties, and planting in
11 ceunties,

MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM AND CANB-HILLS REGIONS : Planting exclu-

sively.

42, ‘Are supplies raised at home or imported? If the latter, where from¢ Is the tendency toward raising

them at home increasing or decreasing ¢

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: In 4 counties supphes are mostly
importeds inthe others a portion enly is imported, from Saint
Lonis, Louisville, and Cincinnati, and in 1 county in part.
from Mobile.

YELLOW-LOAM REGION : In all of the counties & pomon of the sup-
plies,* comprising the meat, flour, and part of the corn, is
obtained from Memphis and the cifies of the western states.

MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM AND CANE-HILLS REGIONS: Supplies are chiefly
imperted from the north and west in all of the counties ex-
cept Grenada, in which the corn is mostly raised ab home. Tn
Holmes some of the supplies are bJ.ought from New Orleans.

CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: Largely imported in 4 counties {rom

the northern citiés; corn from Tennessee and Kentucky. In

Hinds many raise all of their supplics, seme a part, and others

none at all. In Rankin supplies are chiefly raised at homes
" sugar and coffee from New Orleans.

LONG-LEAY PINE REGION: Mostly imported in all of the countien
from New Orleans and the northern cities; a part from Ten-
nessee, Kentucky, Missouri, and Ohio.

The tendency toward raising home supplies is said to De inereasing
in all of the counties of the state except five, in which there is
no perceptible u'hange in either direction, and in Te Flore, in
which it is decreasing.

305.
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43. Who are the laborers chiefly?

Negrrows, ebiefly, in 25 countics, embracing the cane-hills and ’the
Mississippi bottom regions, and some of the upland COll‘ltIBS.
Whites 'chiaﬂy in 7 connties, while in the other countlefs of
the gtate the tivo races are ahous equally divided. The nation-

alities represented are some Germans and Irish in Winston,
" and various in Holmes, Tippah, and Ranlcin counties; other-
wise, all Americans,

.

44. How and at what rates are their wages paid, and when payable$

Daily wages are very gonérally 50 cents with hoard and 75 cents
withont Loard, usuully at the eud of the week, In Clarke, 30
cents to women and 40 cents to men, with board in each case,
aré paid.  Monthly wuges are usnally from $8 to §19 through-
out the state with a few exeeptions, while to yearly Iaborers
from $100 to §150, at the end of the year, or when needed, are
pald to men, and aless amonnt to women and boys. Ahouseand

sometimes rations are also given to the yearly laboror., In
maay of the counties, however, the laborers work on ghares
in preference to, regular wages, Monthly wages are paid
when the time of service ends, or at the ond of tho RONAON,
when crops are sold, in most of the coun tios. Monthly pay-
ments are made in a few counties, while in many cases & nor-
tion s paid as it is needed by the Inhorer. w,

45. Are cotton farms worked on shares? If 80, on what terms ¢

The share system prevails very generally throughout the state,
though in a few connties the farms ave rented, the renter‘
paying 400 pounds of lint per 10 or 15 aeres for the use of
tand, houses, and utensils. The terms vary but litfle in all
of the eounties.  If the land-owuer farnighes the land, imple-
ments, and teams, ho receives one-half of the crop; otherwise

for the land alone he reccives one-fonrth o one-third of tho
cotton, and one-third of the corn, if any is produced. In somo
counties the owner furnishes tlie ginning and gioning ma.-
terial instead of tho farming implements. When the laboroer
is boarded, and has everytling else furnished to him, {he
owner receives three-fourths of the orop.

46, Does the share system give satisfaction? How does it affect the quality of the staple? I)Qus the soil

deteriorate or improve under it ?

Ini ten of the counties the system does not give satisfaction, but in
the rest of the state there is hut little complaint. In Marahall
o or the other party complains every year. When the crop
is not promising, or too liheral advances hiave been made to
the Taborer, he is likely to beeome dissatisfied, quit working
his own erop, and hire out by the day to other farms. The
staple iy thonght to Le injured by the share system in 11 of
the connties; in o few of the others it is said 1o improve,
while in the rest of the state no change is apparent, In
Holmes the negroes are very careless and indifferent as to

gathering and housing their cotton ; they allow n groat deal
of it to rot. In Sharkey the staple is two grades helow thad
of 1860 from the same soil, In Tishomingo and Covington
the staple” is shorter. In Amite the laboror is usually more
careful in picking when he owns a shave.  In almost all of
the counties the soils are thonght to deteriorate, in somo
very rapidly, unless manures are used or ro tation practiced,
Zssaguena: The best cotton ig grown by the ¢ one-half-crop
system, for then the owner or hig agent sces that the erop is
properly tilled,

47. Which system (Wages or share) is the better for the laborer? Why?

The shure systen is thought te be the hest in 19 counties of the state,
Lowndes: “The negro, being thriftless and improvident, will
by no other svstem have 80 mueh for his family at the end of
the year” The following Bummary of reasons are given: He
¢an make more money i have garden Jand free of rent; can

#  double his wages and have all the extra time 1o himsolf ; he
becomes interested in the results of his labor; he is more in-
dnstridns and improves his habits; the cntire family can be
employed. In the other counties of the state the wages gys-
tem s thought hetter.  Hingdg: « He ig sure of 3, living, while
under the ghare sysfem the shiftless laborer often obtaing
eredits to the extent of his interest in the crop and has nothing
in the end. When under control; he malkes mors, spends less,
and kas & surplug of cash at the end of the year. There are

g Exeeptions, of eourse,? The followiug summary of reasons

48, What is the condition of the laborer$
In the river counties their condition is generally good, except in L,e
Flore ang Bolivar, where « it mightbe good if they were more
industrions™,  Holmes » They are usnally able to pay thaeir
merchants and have gsome money hesides, Tssaquena : < They
generally own thejr teams, have cows, hogs, etc., and gre
usaally supplied with monsey to meet g]l hecessary wants, A
beggar was never known here, except in that characteristic

48, What proportion of the negro laborers pwn land or

In seventern eounties, not 1 in 100; in twelve counties, not one in
w0, :md} oftennot oneinsy, Tn twelve other counties, alarger
proporiion own their lands and houses, Iy Claiborne they

are also given: Te is cortain of his sarnings, and takosno visly
of failures of erops; supplies consume I#ig profits undor tho
share system ; he workshettor, and always hasy money. TIloro-
ceives hismoney more certainly and at shortorinteryals, T wy
cannot recsive credit boyond their wages; he must work for
wages, while under the ghare system he ir indolent and eavo-
less. Issaguena: Hois assured alivelihood o long ng willing
to work, his Inhor befng in demand at good 1yrices from Janu-
ary to January, at 75 cents to $1 per day.  Under any other
system shiftlessness prevails to a more or less extont with
serious neglect of erops.  Renters average tleo bales of cot-
ton per hand, while with wages eight or ten will ho produced,
the latter thus bringing into cirenlation more money and
creating a greater domand for tho Iaboror’s services,

habit of om'colored friends to Leg tobacco.? In 18 uplond
counties the condition of the nogro Iaborer is said to he good
Whers industrions ; but in many other counfies they arve in
rather a destitute condition, due to improvidenco and indo-
lence. 'White lahovers ave usually in good ciroumstances. In
Claiborne and Rankin the laborers ara faf; and lazy”,”

'the houses in which they live?

seem to have no desire to own lands. In Willkcingon and Win.
ston they are securing homesteads on governmmont land,

30, What is the market valne of lang in your region? What rent is paid for such land? )

In the M‘iwi&ﬁ‘fppi botlom counties the prices vary from $2 50 to $10 for'
?fumpmvad and §25 to $50 for improved. Tha rent is from
5 10 $10 per acre or one-third of the erop raised, or 85 to 10¢
ponnds of lint per acre,

Um At«é;étonvxmm: Iu gixteen counties the prices are from $5 to $10

or $15 and even $25 for improved lands; in 4o romaining
counties the Drices are from $1 to $3, ana even ag low ag 25 or

“t0 §5 for the hest classes of land, or are one-fourth of the cot-
tonproduced on it, o1 30 or 49 ponnds of lint par agve,
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51. How many acres or bales of cotton, per hand, is your customary estimate?

NORTHEASTERN PRAIRIE REGION: About 10 acres, or 3 hales with and wife 20 acres, from which they frequently gather 12 to 20
supplies and 5 bales without supplies. Lee: A goodhand can bales and raise one-fourth to one-third more than they gather.
-eultivate 12 or 15 acres, Kemper: 9 acres of cofton and 6 of CANE-HILLS REGION: Usnally 15 acres of cotton and corn or 3 hales
corn per hand. dleorn: 7 or 8 acres of cobton and corn each. of cotton, Tarren: The negro produces from L to 4 bales

YELLOW-LOAM REGION: 12 to 15 acres of land per hand, yielding formerly 6 to 8 bales. ilkinson: 6 acres or 2 hales: gaoqi
from 4 to 6 bales, La Fayeite: Two hands with one mule raise hands can cultivate and raise four times as much. '
about 4 bales of cotton and 100 bushels of corn. CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION: 2 to 3 bales in four connties; 6 to 8 bales

Mississrer: BorToM: Usunally 10 or 12 acres of from 3 to § bales. from 15 acres in Scott.

Tssaquena : A steady workexr who gives his fields proper atten- Long-LeAy PINE REGION: Uusually 3 bales, withsomecorn, *“White
tion frequently produces from 10 to 18 bales, Holmes: Man 1aborers have made 6 bales, besides corn®, ote.

52. To what extent does the system of credits or'advances upon the growing cotton crop prevail in your
region % ,
MississIPPI BOTTQM: It prevails very gememally throughout the Noxubee, Pike, and Simpson: But fow laborers can get along

region and to the extent of the whole or three-fourths of the without credit. Hinds: It is due to this that land has no
growing crop. In Holmes, it is exceptional that any one, market value and that labor is taken from the land-owner's
white or black, pays cash for an article. Deeds of trust are control and forced into cotton production exclusively. Scost:
the rule. InIssaquena, frequently the tenants (all negroes), It is one of the farmer’s misfortunes that he is in debt and at
when they have sufficient money and are able to pay cash as the mercy of the merchant. - Simpson: It is one greab cause
they go, prefer to keep their money and exhaust their credit. of the laborer’s extravagance and wastefulness, Leake:

UrrAND couNtig: The system prevails generally throughout the Necessitates the exclusive produetion of cotton; the land-
region and in most of the countiesto the extent of one-half or owner advances provisions, clothing, ete., to the laborer at
more of the prospective value of the crop. It is ot prevalent such ruinous*prolits as to abserb his share. mite: Espe-
in Greene and Hancoclt counties, while'in Benton, Grenada, cially among the negroes, most of whom are very extravagant
Clarke, Covington, and Amite thepractice of getting advances and greatly abuse the credit which this system gives them;
is declining. Alcorn: Hands occasionally desert the crop after the system is now less prevalent and mordrestricted than for-
gotting nll the advances they can. Marshall: At least one- merly. Both farmers and menchanis were once bankrupted
half of the crop is virtually raised on credit at ruinous rates. by it and have learned to be cautions.

53. At what stage of production is the cotton crop usually covered by insurance?
BorroM counrres: Not at all ih Grenads and Sharkey, and rarely UPLAND coUNTIES: Notb practiced in 14 counties. Sometimes, when

in Bolivar, When on tho steamboat, Le Flore. When gath- . picking beging, in Wilkinson. When put in the gin-house in
ered in the gin-houses in Issaquena and IIQ]mes. The prac- Clarke and Pike. When in market, in five counties. It is
tice is general only in two countics. . practiced also in eight other counties.

b4. What are the merchants’ commissions and charges for storing, handling, shipping, insurance, ete., to
which your crop is subject? What is the total dmount of these charges against the farmer per pound or per bale?
Commisgions thronghout the state ave nsually 2 per cent. on gross  The total per hale exclusive of freight is $1 80 to $2 40 in Lowndes,

sales ; storage, drnyage, and weighing, 76 cents per bale, or 50 about §2 25 in Amite, and $3 25, with some loss of weight
centafor btorage for the first month and 25 cents for each while stored, in Hinds.

additional month, For shipping, 25 cents per bale. Broker- Including freight chargesthetotal amountsfrom §2to$5 in Pontptos;
nge, one-fourth per cent, ~Insurance, fire, three eighths per $4 to $6 in Warren, Issaquena, and Claiborne (with some loss
cent.; river, one-fourth to one-half per cent, and railroad, of weight while stored) ; abotit §4 15 in Wilkinson; about $4 50
one-fourth per cent. In many of the counties the crep issold in Attala; $4 75 in Alcorn, Benton, Yazoo, Lauderdale, Simp-
to local buyers at a little below New Orleans quotations, the son, and Pike; $5in Panola, Tishomingo, Rankin, Jasper, and
farmor paying 20 cents abale for weighing. Winston: 75cents Clarke; %5 to $6 in Grenada; $5 40 in Prentiss; $5 50 in Lee;
per 100 pounds for hauling to a shipping point, §5 per bale for $5 50 to $6 in Holmes (if shipped to New Orleans); $5 60 in
shipping ; adding to this storage, commission, etc., the total Kempeor; $6 in Noxubes, Bolivar, and Jefferson; $7 in Scoth
is about $20 per bale, and Sharkey.

55. 'What is your estimate of the cost of production per pound in your region, exclusive of such charges and
with fair soil and management? ‘

In fourteen counties, about 8 cents; in gseven counties, ahout7 cents; borne: 10 cents where supplies are bowght. FFilkinson: 8’
in seven counties, about 10 cents; in four counties, from & to cents ordinarily, but b cents with hired labor and goed man-
6 cents; in Sharkey, 9 cents; in Attala, 4% cents; in other agement. Hinds: 10 to 12 cents, according to séason, wear
counties the number given is indefinite, but Letween these and tear of implements, taxes, and interest on investment.
oxtremes. Panola: About one-fourth of its market value, Tssaquena ; About $R5 per bale.

~ Pontotoo: About one-half its marlket value. Warren and Clai-
56. What is usunally paid for extra work in picking cofton? How much seed-cotton is ordinarily picked in a

day?

Holmes : ““Fifty to 66 cents per 100 pounds of seed-cotiton, without will oaly pick by the 100 pounds. Tippah: ¢ Ordinary hands
board, and 40 to 50 cents with hoard.” In all other counties pick 200 to 250 pounds per day.” - In other counties the
75 cents without or 50 cents with board is usually paid. In amount is usually 175 pounds in full erops, and 150 when the
somo counties the pickers are sometimes paid daily wages, at crop is light.
#1 por day without or 50 cents with hoard.. On the botitom lands, the best hands pick from 500 to G00 poun db‘! per

Jasper: Ordinary hands usually pick from 40 te 100 pounds of seed- day in full crops. - Some have even reached 750 pounds, with a
cotton, and will not pick ‘‘by the 100 pounds”, but are paid Doy to wait on them, empty the sacks,and bring them water
wages. The best hands pick an average of 300 pounds, and and food.

357
i

H



INDEX TO OQ‘TTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI.

' A Page.
Abstracts of the reports of correspondents .......... e 88-143
Accidents of weather as affecting cotton erop ........c.coae- 162
Acreage and production of cotton in Mississippi (tables) ....3-6,72

leading crops (table)...eesceenn- 5,6
Acres of cotton per hand oo v coemniiont cee i irias et aaas 165
Adnms county, statistics and deseription of...cco.vueevanann 124
Addresses and names of correspondents, list of .............. 146
"Advances made on growing erop - .e-ceeiecieancniieneciann. 185
After-cultivation of cotton. cuwvas coviiniricarriieneiiiaan, 150
Agricultural descriptions of the counties of Mississippi....- 85-143
methods in cotton production . .ocaoicveeannn. 7179
regions or subdivisions, list of......... SRR 13
statistics of, by regions and counties
‘ LET Ny 1Y) T veeemenes 3-8
Alcorn connty, analysis of yellow clay marl of ......cocencans R
statistics and description of. .. ... coruanins 87,88
Alluvial land of the Mississippi, tilling qualities, ete., of....118-124
region, ddscription of the counties of ............. 116~121
_ of the Mississippi and bayous bordered by
TiAgos e e 39
aren, extent, and general
deseription of ......... 39-45
Amite county, analyses of bottom lands of.--.cicoerervaoaos 50
statistics and desoription of . voee.connevanann 135
River valloy, 1ands of .« couverinoniiiienieimeneaaens 135
Amount of charges against the farmer in sales of cotton. ... 165
seed-cotton picked in a day «ocrvnuvaniannenaans 155
Analyses and descriptions of soils and subsoeils of Mississippi,
Q) L) O R S 16-71,80~-83
{chemical and mechanieal) of loess lands .-.... .. .. 46,47
digcussion of (follows each analysis). :
of black prairie soils and subsofla ..o vvvviinannn. 54
Dottom lands of flatwoods region ..uuueceeennas. 26
the yellow-loam region......... 37,38
brown-loam table-land soils and subsoils ....... 35
cane-hills soils and subsolls veeoveniinnoancan 46
coast region latds. ... oooi i . 69
Coonewah bummock land.......ocooivenneaonn. 18 -
Dogwood Ridge 80il8. .o oveviriiiiiiineiineeaane 42
Natwoods 80T18. ccuret van caee nns crnraee e 23
{front-land soils and subsoil of Sunflower basin .. 43
gypseous gnd hog-wallow prairie soils .......... 54
Hambnrg Hills soil and subsoil ..o ceenneeaneae. 49-
hickery hummock soil and subsoil.._........... 17
hummoclk Iand of Pontotoo ridge «vaeevevies cane 21
Jands of flatwoods hills ..ocooiimoiiiaan s - 28
Pontotoc Mdge veweewcceceroiceenaaaas, 20
1onrr-leuf pine bottom lands ..ooovoiein s oot 64
Dills goifs and subsoils._......... 61
BETATY vommn vncenemnen anns PRCRE 62,71
marls of central prairie region..c.c.caveeriaaans 57,58
long-leaf pine region .ccee.emnreaianns 71
northeastern prairie region ...... vmmeee . RR
northeastern prairie soils and subsoils ... vauu-. 15

Page
Analyses of oak uplands belt soils and subsoils ............. g49
Pearl River bottom and hummock lands.... .... 66
red lands of the pine and oak uplands......._... 31,32
ridge lands of northeastern of region -....... 16
sandy 0ak nplands 80118 v verveccie ciennannna- 33
ghort-leaf pine and oak uplands soil§,ccn-. ..... 30
soil and subsoil of white oak flatwoods - ........ 25
goils, ete., ref@rence to .. .. iooiiiiiiiiianas iv
Tallahatchie botbom 1a0d.. «eeveaenneneeacace. 41
tables of soils and subsoils .eveoe oo ont .one.. 15-71, 80-83
Aphides on sottonplants. ...oee il 152
Area of alluvial region of the Mississippi-..-ceveiamaranonen 39
brown-loam table-lands.. .o.oc.ciiriiniinaa e 33,34
Deer Creek region veaeer cvencone iivensinne e s 43
Dogwood ridge coooieiie et caeeceian vane eaan 41
long-leaf pine rogion .eeeeseecensennn- e anaeas 58
rotten-limestone prairie Yegion .c...vevenreaceaanas 13
Sunflower basin ...ocoo i e e 1?2
the state (. cve it ier e e iee hinne i acaaas 9
Yazoo basin and the Yazoo Dbottom plain........ 9,40
population, tilled lands, and cotton production of the
counties (table) ... iim i iiea e aaaes 3,4
Artesian Wells. o ou oo oiie e e e 13
Attala county, analyses of red lands of ccacen veee acmca vt 31,3
statistics and descriptionof. ... ... ... 102,103
Avent, J. A., abstract of the TEPOTE OF +enmnn cionaenearnennan 117
Average population per square mile (table) ...o.oo - neen 34
size of farms or plantations cume.eee cmeavaasioaann 153
n.
Back-lands of Sunflower hagin - - .oeier iiieiiaa i aiaeaas 42
Bagging ustd in Dalng ..ocvevveviiiieaaririnsonennne saneee - 162
Bald prairies, description of.. .-....... e veee 14
of central prairie region. -....ceeoioiiiansn 52
Bale of lint, amount of seed-cotton requnired for a (see abstracts
in county deseriptions) ..cce. e omiiiiana e 83-143
Bales of cotton in counties (tables)...coccivercananevnnann 3-6
per square mile in counties (table)...._-..... 3,4
per hand, usual working estimate of..oe ool ieniann 155
welght of L ooiovis it e iae e e ceee 152
Baling cotion, kinds of presses used in.......cceoeomuscnioas 152
Banks, J. O., abstract of the report of .. .oceumaneisaeunnes 95, 96
Banlks, R, W., abstract of thereport of . .cov cceeveaanaain 95
Banner counties of the state in cotton production (table).... = 72
Bass, J. A., abstract of the report of ..o .icee ity 131
Baugh, A. S abstract of the report of «.eoees caciveee oennn. - 138
Beech ridges of Pike COUNEY e ennn conemncaneanamaranammnnes 133
Beeswax lhimmmocks of the bald prairies...... cvoeeeoonoenn 14 .
hummock soils of the northeastern prairie region
(see county deseriptions).. .. -..cemen cocoeaonnnn. 8707
Benton county, analyses of soil and subsoils of. ... ..... 35,
LI statistics and déscription O eemman eannen--.-107,108
Big Black hummock lands of Holmes county ... -ccnvne--- 114
Bigges, R. H., abstract of the report of .. cooveniiannea-tas 100,101

§
§
|
i
4




Page.
.......... 151
Blaok frost, first appearancy of.. srosescooenoosieanes o o7
gum trees an unwelcome nuixca.hfm in character of goil. o
Jack oak, character of lands iudlcate(.l by ceeeee el =
oaks denote best clas® of land in sandy oak up- ”
lands reglon . oo ool
prairie lands, deseription of .._... e 14,91, 92, 9:1
soil subject to rust, or blight ........__.. 15
prairies, tilling qualitiesof ... ... .. ... ...l 14
8oils of the central prairie region (see also county i
deseriptions)...... eman e e e 51~58
prairie, ehdracter of the ouks of the .
region, deseription of . ...l
first settled .. ... . ...l
soilg of central prairie region, analyses of..... b4
prairies, streams of the, have no hottom lands ........ 14
saudy bottoms soil of the short-leaf pine and oak
uplands region (see county descriptions)............ 87-106
soils of the northeastern prairie region (see county de-
113101 O 87-97
Blight, or rust, as affecting cotton.........ocuevveeaei ..., 153
Blooms first appear, when......._.... .. O 1]
Blue greensand marls, analyses of ... .ooooieii ... 58
murls of northeastern region, analygﬁs 1) S SN 2R
Bock, ¥. R, W, abstract of the report of ... ..o ... 96, 97
Bog ore in flatwoods s0il «.oooooeiin oo 23
of Amite hottom fands ... ... ... 50
livar county, stutistieg and deseription of ................ 118
Botkuy of cotton-plants favored and running fo weed pre-
vented by
application of fertilizers or lime .____. 88,90, 91,134, 137,139
drep plowing, throwing soil from the plants, and
eutting lateral roots ... ... 113, 115,120, 128, 126, 130
drainage ... 88,130
early plantiog...... ... . . -95,111,112, 126, 131, 137
Judicions enlture ... .. ... .. 101,104, 187, 115, 131
making rows farther apart. ... .. 89,111
shallow culture ..., ... . 86, 108, 110-112, 118,123,135
topping .. Ll 92,96,104, 110, 111, 130, 138
Bolls first opew, when................. . 7" 150
Boone, B. B, alstract of the reportof ... ... . ... ... _. 90
Bottom lands of Ratwoods region, but little settled or culti-
vated....o.oo 26
northeastern vegion.. ... ._...._. .18
Peur] river, prairie character of ... ... 51

the atwoods region, character and analyses
OF e L creeeeena. 25,28

Yoekunookauy.. ... . seeeeeeeaoo. 103
yellow-loum table-lanq region......_...._.. 36
or valley lands of eane-hills region, cha acter and
analysesof ... .. " e e, 47,48
prairie soils, analyses of. ... e e 54
soils of long-leaf Dine region, eharpeter and analyses
R S I 63,64 |
Brown iron ore of Pontotos Hdge.. ... 19

loam seil of the table lands (see county descriptions)..107-118
tuble-lands, area, character, timber,and analyses I
of . D . . 1

eotton production in._ . ceemeeio. 78
deseriptions of counties of..__., .. 107-116
general character of, damaged by .
sand floods and washings, and
how checked._.......-.........- 36
injumed by the ranging of cattle ang
liring of leaves.... .. .. . 34
Buckshot eluy from the Port. Hudson formation. . . '

of Bunflower lmsin..-......-......::.‘:"m iz
lamds of Panols, eounty ... ... T 110 |

Sharkey county
the Mississippi alluvial region 40

861l of Deer Creek Tegion, analyses (chemica] and

n;echanical), character, aud noted fertility
4} ‘

886 e 43,44 |

@
|

INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPIL.

, Inge.

Buckshot aoi) of the Mississippi alluvial region .........._. 116~12;[
Bubrstone group, character of. ..o vvve e reaaesneine oo, 12
Buncombes, character of. ... .oeeeveneime e e e, 19,90
Burch, J. W, abstract of the report of ................... 193,124

B+

Calhoun county, analyses of soils and subsoils of.. ... .... 20, 28, 47
statistics and description of . ,............. it

Callaway, R. C., abstract of the report of covov. i, ... 02

Cane-hills region, analyses of hottom lands of ... ... S
cotton plantations nearly disappearad from 7

production in.... ... ... 74
county deseriptions of ... ... ... wae. 121-105
elevation and general deseription of.. ... 45
its lands first mettled, cultivated, and now
R reduced in fertility ...... ... L. . 45
peeculiar features of, dus to calcareous silt. 45
wasted lands of ...... e “nmenan P ™
Capacity of presses used in balin < PN reew 162
Carboniferous formation. ... cvveoois oen i 12

Carroll county, analyses of greensands of ... ... ... ..., 31
hummoclk soil and suhsoil of. .. .. 38

statistics and description of......o... ... 114

Catile, ranging of, injurious to brown-loam tabledands... . . 34
treading of, improves the flatwoods goils.... .. ... .o 205
Central prairie region, analyses and extont of maxls of, ..... 66,57 -
cotton production in...... e maen e &

county descriptions of. .............195-132

extent and general deseription of.... §l-K8

: ridgesof . ... il G2
Charges for storing, bandling, and shipping cotton...... ... . 155
Chickasaw county, analysis of rotten limestone of ... ... .... 20

analyses of soils and subsoils of .15, 18, 21, 24, 95

statistics and d esceription of ... anwews 92,03

.O1d Fields” ot prairies-......ooooovo.o oo, 14, 01

Choctaw county, analysis of bottom soil of. ... ... ... . a7
statistics and deseriptionof ........ . ... 100, 101

Claiborne county, analyses of soils and subgoils of .40, 35, 46, 48, 49
statisties and deseriptionof ... ..., .. L1828, 193

‘ grouyp, character of ....._........_... wmene s B, 12
Clarke county, analyses of marly of ..., Creeeen e b7, 08 |
prairie soils and subgoil of. ...... i
statistics and description of ......... wer e 100, 181
Clay county, statistics and description of ... ... ...... - 03, 04
Clayey loam soil of the cane-hills region (sce county do-
seriptions) - ... 121126
Clays, potter’s, occurvence of....... ... . . Camm 12
Climate, discussion of.......... .. ... _ e e e 910
Close of cotton-picking season ..... . e Cmeeaeenian 161
Coahoma county, analyses of soils of ...... ... e e 42
statisties and deseri ption of ............ 116
Coal formation ...._. i e . S, o7
Coast lands as health resorts e e R a8
tne, elevation of ... 77T . 67
marshes, character and vegetationof. ... ... ... .. . (8
region not now under eultivation. e ea et eais e G7
pursnit of inhabitants of. ... ._ .. [ . G7
vegetationof ... " e aan . 67
Collins, W. E., abstract of the Teportof ... .. . ... ... 121
Commissions of werchants in sales of cotton... ... bernnranen ) 165
Composition of northeastern praiviesoils......... .. ... ... 14, 16
Composts, use of ..._...._. " e S neerananee 148
Conditions imposed Ly transportation companies .. ... ..., 1582
Coonewah hummock land, analyses of..... e temnnn 18

Copiah county, analyses of bottom soilg and subsoily of . .... - G4

. statistics and deseription of ..._ ... famenaann 132
Corn, acreage and production of (table) .._... ... A 5,6
yield per acre in Mississippi alluvial region........... 77

Correspondents, 1ist of names and addresses of ............. 146
Cotton, acreage and production of, in Mississippi (tables).. - 8-6,72
persqmare mile (tables) ... e anese a8, 4,72

cnltnze, intense system of, recommended. . ... . e 78



INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL

Cotton growing region, most important .ee.. ... .. ..., Pa%;
lint made in a day’s runs of ten honrs.....ooeevnnn.. 151
picking, cost of. .. L. .. 165
pickings, when begun, and how many made ......... - 151
plantations, nearly disappeared from cane-hillsvegion. = 74
planting in ridges, remarks on «oovve e vrceinanunann. 78
production, agricultural methodsin. . .............. 77,78

area mostly planted .......o.on..n.. e
by regions (table)....... e e
center of maximum, in the uplands...... 73
change of.methods of culture, ete., in,
TLOCCRSATY « wnen aee e svrme mmenvocnnnannn 79
cost of, perpound ............o.. ..., 155
cultural and economic details of 145-155
decrease of, in southeast Mississippl not
accompanied by corresponding increase -
in OFNEL CYOPB +nemer caet iiiaeaiae e 71
distribution of; among theseveral regions. 72-76
general features of ... ...l 71-79
in each county (see county descriptions),.87-143
region (table). coemeiiiiannnannn, ?
Yazoo bottom, cause of low........... 73
level cultivation the better for ... . ... 78
of the short-leaf pine and oak uplands. .. 29
per acre (see county descriptions for each
Tegion) ...t 87-143
porcentage of state’s total, i1 each region
(Bable) .o e 72
predominance of, parallel with predoml-
nance of negroes over whites.......... 74
relationy of the two racesto-............ 76,77
small farms necessary for maximum re-
. 300 (/-0 5| R 79
: product per acre in counties (table).... eoere v s 3,4
regions, and maximum of, in coun-
ties (table) vemer vauann . U 72
low, marks a predomiuzmce of ne-
BLOCH v vncmaeauan D, 76
of Bayou Pleue lﬂ.lld .............. 48
cane-hills land.c.cus voeoiiaannas . 46
central prairie region (see county
~ desoriptions) cioeeenieiniaaann 126-132
Cole's Creekland...ovvverennaann 48
Coonewah hummock soil........ 18
flatwoods hills....convencneeanns 28
Hamburg hills voovoeveviieaaoe 48
Mississippi alluvial region....... 39
northeastern black-jack prairies . 14
Noxubee prairie soil. .. .. ...... 16
red hills ..ooacoienaal 31
ouk uplands region.............- 49
sandy onk uplands .......ooooon. 33
white-oak flatwoods. ....co.euoo.. 25
yellow-loam uplands of Pontotoc
TIAEO e mas ceaaeian e enas 19
on any soil and on fresh and old
lands (se¢ abstracts in county
deseriptions) ... oo oiavainaen 88-143
bottom and bummock lands of oak
uplands belt ... 50
Deer Creek buckshot soil . ... ... 44
veraus negro 1aborers. ..., . i .. 76
shipments (sce county deseriptions). ... .c.ocoveooie 87-143
soils of the central prairie reglon .....o.cocieionann 51
total of lint and seed, in tons, in each region (table).. 72
Cottonseed-cake used for feed and MaDULe....vueeveurenanen 148
Cottonseed, disposal and price of. - coceee i oniiaiinn s 148
uge of, remarks on...evaieaii i e 78
Coulées, the, of TOUMIAND - .o nreevisaeooannmanms cebenanns ‘M
Countios, area, populntion, tilled lands, and colton produe-
tion of (FABEE)« - -aion camermeceanemaimsinecean 354

159

Page.
Counties in each region having highest cotton produetion g
1) L R 72
northeastern prairie region. ...... .. ... ..., 8797
Mississippi, agrieultural descriptions of........85-143
the brown-loam table-lands ..................107-116
cane-hills region -, ooveeiimiaiinn.aen 121-125
cemstral prairie region .. ... ... .. ....125-132
fatwoods region. cooeervinnerievrmnnnnna.. 22,97
long-leaf pine region . . ...coviiieitiaonn 132-143
Mississippi alluvial region._._.. ceeeeen 39, 116-121
short-leaf pine and oak uplands region . -... 97-106
Covington county, statistics and description of ............ 139, 140
Crawfishy lands of Amite river...c.cveeoerivaniaicnaes 50
central prairvie region ......oo.oueiiaiil 126
Panola county «.-cvoeomaauiiiai it 116
Cretaceous formation .veeee coeucveeceradininmnn i ceaas 12
material of Ponbotoc ridge ... .covuemvenmenano... 19
Crop, advances made On growWilg..eecce ceneaeiceannunanns 155
Crops, acres of, in each county (see county descriptions).....87-143

best suited to the soil (see abstracts in county descrip-

17 03 11 PG e 88-143
leading, acreage and production of (table)............ 5,6
withering of, on mirsh soils, eause of ... oveveneann-. 70
Cultural and economic details of cotton production ........ 145-155
: details, general conelusions on .. .cowenneeooens 79
Cumberland Mountain range. ... .....cocooeunne. e 12
D.
Dagett, Stephen, analysis of soil of land of...._............ 20
Date of the reports of correspondents ....e.coveeecniernn. 146
Deer Creek region, area and description of .ocuevee e oaooe 13,44
noted for its rich buckshot geils . ........ 43
Depth of tillage usual in cotton production ........__....... 147
Descriptions, agricultural, of the counties of Mississippi --. .85-143
De Soto county, statistics and description of...............108,109
Details, cultural and economie, of cotton production. .. ....145-155
Devil’s Backbone ridge, character of.o.cve oo ooens oonn- .22 125,134
Dickson, Mr., experiments by, in intenss cotton cnlture..... 78
Dimensgions of the state. . ... vioerir e iia e caae 9
Dip of limestone strata of Pontotoe ¥idge ... o..cvennenn . 19
the Cretaceons Strat -voe o veeevevvmr vannreacoaannonee 13
Aabtwoods elay «cvenecovimnnre e cieee e 11
Discussion of analyses (follows each analysis).
Diseases, inseet enemies, ete., of cotbon..........-.........152;153
Disposal of coftonseed .. ... .o il i e 148

Distribution of cotton produnetion among the several agri-

culbural regions. ... ool iii i el TR-T6
Dixon, H. O, abstract of the report of covoiiiaai e 126, 127
Dockery, T. C., abstract of the report of . cues vveeenaacn-n 108
Dogwood ridge, continuation of Crowley’s ridge of Arkansas. 41

general description and analysis of soil of. ..41,116

Drainage necessary on black prairie soils «......co.ocoonnven 55
of the flatwoods necessarily slow - .. ..o oooo. 23
~ Mississippi alluvial region -........... e 39
system of the state ... ... ..ol 11

B.
Rades, J; D., abstract of the reporb of......ccooonvenvaann 104
Tconomic and cultural details of cotton production ........ 145-155
Effect of the share system on the soil and staple ... .. ...... 154
Efforts made to obviate diseases and pests .oooon.oo--. - 152,153
Elevation of cane-hills region above the river ..........-... 45
Summit station, Pike county----. e eeana 61
Tnomeration, tabulated results of the . cweeceeeovanae ieen 16
Tutaw and Ripley groups (Cretaceons) ... .ocmeviianannns 12
Extent of alluvial region of the Mississippi .- ..o oiaeis 3¢
brown-loam table-lands.....ococacirnmiiiivniinn 33
fAlatwoods TEEION cv.nvemoniiieee it aees 22
Pontotoc ridize ........ et e cmee e 19

.
Fallow and rotation in cotton eultivation, disoussion of . .... 77,78
PO 14

_TFallowing, results of..............

361



160

Page.

¥all plowing, difference of opinion regarding.... .cceeeunn.. 78
TeBult8 Of « e e e i e 14

Farms, 8128 0F . oo i i e e 153
Fernandez, P., abstract of the reportof ........ocoocreaaa.. 111
Fertilizers, natural, of central prairie region.._....__....... 56-58
long-leaf pine region ... ...oce.ean. 70,71

northeastern prairieregion........... 21

yelow-loam region ...__.._........_. 38

on black prairvie Iands ... ... iiiieiaaan. 55

TEMALKE OThunt e mcmis aicveceseacas caea s 78

use of, throughout the state.... .__......._...... 148

Flatwoods helt, description of... ... .. ... . 105
geological formationof . ... ...oc..oooo.. 12

elay, dipof ool 11

counties of. .. .o oo cciiiaceoaa 97

drainage and growth of . ... .. ... ... ...... 23

hills, general deseription and analyses of..... 27-29,111

light soils, chemical and mechanical analyses of.. 94

of Rankin eounty ..ooooveinuuniiiin .. 127

post-oak, descriptionof ... . .. .._......_...88,02,04

Tegion, extent and general deseription of ........ 22-25
population and cotton production in...... 75

s0il, character and analyses of............_...... 93,24

soily, improved by treading of cattle.._.......... 25
white-oak, general character of .. __............. 25,93,

Fort Adams, elevation of, above the river ... ... _._.._.. 124
Franklin coanty, analyses of hottom soils and subsoil of . ... 64
soils and subsoils of..... ... 30, 49,50

analysisof marlof........ . ... .. . ... .- 71

statisties and description of............... 134

Freight rates of shipment (see county deseriptions) ......._.87-143

Front-lands of the Yazoo bottom ... .o oeiinune ... 118
Frost, Wlack, first appearance of ... ... .oen oo ... 151
Froats, effeets of ..o oo it e 10
Fnrman, Judge, of Georgia, experiments in intense cotton
Culture by oo e 78
G
Galtney, J. R., abstract of the report of.. ... ........_..... 135,136

General features of cotton production in Miesissippi (tables). 71,72

Geological features of the state......._.........._....._____ 12
survey of Mississippi, reference to ........... ... i
Ginning, baling, and shipping of cotton ..........._....._.. 151
Grand Gulf group, charaeter of...oo.. .. ooooeL oL 12
sandstone, oceurrence of...... ... ool ... 60
Girasses of long-leaf pine region ._......_........ ... 59
pine flats and coast lands..._.. e 67,68

Gray upland soils of the northeastern Prairie region (see
connty deseriptions) ......._.. ... .. 87-97
(ireene county, analysis of bottom sofl of _............. .. 65
statistics and deseription of.........._._ ... 141
Gireen mannring ... . T 148
and limring necessary to flatwoods soils. .. .. 24
Greensand, analysesof..._......... ... 31
beds, aceurrence of ... ooioeuioio L 12
of Attala connty ... ... .. 102
Carroll county .....__............_ ... 114
Clarke eounty..........._..._..... .. 130
clays of yellow-loam region, valueof ... ... 38
in the red lands region......._._........._....__ - 31
marls, analyses of ... ... 58

a ready means of improvement of hickory
hummock soils of Tippah county........ 17

of northeastern prairie region, locality and
analyses of ... ... ... S, 21,92
Grenada county, statisties and deseription of ....._..._.... 112,113
Growth of black prairie regibn...... ... .. . . . 13,14
Gypaeons prairies, character and productiveness of ... ... 51
. of Rankin comnty .................._.__ 197
produee Tust in cotton.............______ 51

H, |

Hamburg hills, analyses of soil and subsoil of .._....._._.._ 30
deseription of ... ..o 48

262

INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI

Page.

Hamburg hills, lands of, in Franklin county «oeeueunuao.. e 134
‘ TOZION e oec it e e wm e anas 123
Hancock county, analyses of soils and subsoilof ............ 6o
statistics and description of. .. oo inl. 1482, 1438

Harper, L., reference to geological report of = ceevvveenvenooo il
Harrison county, statistics and deseripion of-ev.eenoca ..., 142
Hatohie hills of the Northeast ...e...oeeeecvaeeernnmesrnnnn. 14

Heavy clay soils of the central prairie region (see county
' AP | R 2

deseriptions) . covveeivieii ool -
Height attained by cotton-plant before blooming -.u..iceu... 160
of cotton-plant (see abstracts in county descrip-
L0702 4T S SR B8-145
Hickory hummoclks, northeastern region, character and andly-
v U 17
indjcates durable and fortile 80118 « -« vev cevavaes suus 27
Hilgard, E. W., reference to geological report of ............ iii
Hi’IIside prairie soil, analysisof ... .. ... cneu.n e 15
Hinds eounty, analyses of brown-loam soil and subsoils of. .. 35
mMarlg of coeeee e v itii 57
statistics and description of. . ...... dememanns 126, 127
Hog-wallow lands of Smith county .ooeesvvmc ceeneinar e 137
prairie lands, drainage, lime, green-manuring,
ete., necessary for...ivnicnna. i)
mechanical condition of, opposnd
to their productivenoss........ it
prairies, characterof ... ... ccnoeiu... - 61
of central prairie region -..u..oi.ieau. 188,120
Scott county - cvoveeee it s ies
Tust prevalenbon ..o ooliLile. a1
Holland, H, L., abstract of the report of ... vevunevneecvnn.. 1
Holmes county, malyses of brown-loam soils of. .. .. eeemaue a6
statistics and description of «avoeeveennnn.. 114,115
Homochitto bottom lands, analyses of.eee. . cove ceeennnnanen 8O
hills, deseription Of <o eeriieins i e v 48, 49
lands of ceeans o i c e . ki
Honey island; description of ... ........... e e mmmraaaaay 40,114,119
Hudnall’s prairie soil and subsoil, fnalyses of- «.ooeevresvon. b4
Hummocle belt of the Big Black rfiver .cooee oo mvevenneennn. 114
land df Clickasaw county, analyses of............ 21
lands of yellow-loam 18gion.c.vue o e caes ceer v nns 30
Hummocks, beeswax, of the black-jack prairios ... ........ 14
hickory, of northeastern megion, charactor and
analyses of ..o e 17
Humus, value of, in 80118 «.ovovieevi ot ane e 16
I X,
Imploments used in after-cultivation and planting.........149, 150
Improvement, tillage, @t .o vveeeoieeioiain v 147-140
Indian bayou, description and analyses of lands of . ..... ... 42,43
Information, sources of, in compiling this report .ouvocun.nos’ i’
Insect encmies, diseases, ete. yofeofton ..o, ........ 1582, 163
Insurance charges on ObtON . v nvecren e oL . 166
Intense cotton culture recemmended. ... ..ooue . oueo. ..., TH
Iron ties for baling cotton .- vauuee voeen e oo .. vmmawn 102

Issaquena county, analyses of séilsof...... ... ... . cesannnenna 43,44
machanical analysis of bucleshot: goil of. ... . 44

statistics and description of, ... .......... 121
Ttawamba county, statistics and deseription of wuvuy vnennn.. o8
J.

Jack, E., abstract of the reportof .........:.__. cmeeaeaeeaa 107,128

Jackson county, analyses of bottom lands of .. e ennebvonan G5
- marsh soils of vl oo in, ool es. 69
statistics and descriptionof .., ... .... 142

formation, marls of ... liiooll o . 56

group, character of ... ... .uo.o L. B 182

Jasper county, analyses of prairie soils of ,..... ... ___ RN B4, BH
) statistics and description of ... .., pemannees 120, 130

Jefferson county, analysis of bottom soil of ... . e mmaamenanan 485
eak uplands subsoil of......... 40

. statistics and description of .__. ., ... .e.. 123, 124
Jones county, statisties and deseription of...... ... .. ceneny 140



@ Page
Kemper county, analyses of red lands of cvooovvaieeaeauaunn 31
1078 3 S 15,16
statistics and description of ... .......... 105
Kimbrough, J, A., abstract of the $eport of ... ... cececnennn-. 89
L.
Labor and system of farming . .....ccooev el iiiiiiinniinnn 153-155
Taborers, condition of tho. ... .. coiueieerierermneeraccnennns 154
DAONANEY OF e e venen e aeenevennnnannenn 154
Labor system, remarks on. ... oo ... ieiiieciiiiaiaaanas 78
La Payette connty, analyses of hottom lands of._eeeunnin.nn. 26, 37
upland soilsand subsoilof.... 33
analysis of flatwoods soil and subsoil of... 28
mechanieal snalysis of brown-loam soilsof 35
statistics and descriptionof ....coc.oooot 110
Lands, gharacter of, indicated by timber growth............ P
damage to, from imperfect tillage ......cervenenan.s 77
earliest, ocoupied Dy settlers coueneverenvvanniiinnns 13
lying “turned out”, proportioun of (sce abstracts in
county deseriptions) ...oocicvviiiiiniaiaauiia, 88-143
of cane-hills, mostly under cultivation .......-...... 45
flatwoods hills, character and analyses of.......... 27,28
Pontotoe ridge, character and analyses of ......... 19-21
white-oak flatwoods, character and analyses of.... 25
yellow-lgam region, character and analyses of ..... 26-38
proportion of, in cotton for each soil (see county de-
BCEIPEIONS) veu e eenn cie e cie i ar e mm e e 87-143
rieh, marked by a predominance of negroes .......... 76
tilled, in counties (bable) .. oveerimnavcnnrcenanns 3,4
Lauderdale county, analyses of soil and subsoil of ... ....-. 30
statistics and description of .o ouo..o.o.. 138,139
Lawrence county, analyses of Pearl River hummock landsof. 66
analysis of subsoil of.cuoeviaveeenai oot 61
statistics and deseription of....ooooiaain 136
Leading crops, acreage and production of (table)............ 5,6
Lealte county, analysis of hummock goil of....ocvevnnnoion 38
statistics and descrption of.ueeesoceeia. 103,104
Leo connty, analyses of soil and subsoil of ..o.cveemnn it - 18
statistics and description of . .ociiicienaoenn 91
LeFlore, J. D., abstract of the report of...oawieiieeinnnen. 113
Le Floro county, statistics and description of .- -vovnnnsneas ©o117
Length of the rotten-limestone prairie belt . .c.ooeeanonoo. 13
time before cotton seed comes UP..cc-vvmeunn.aans 149
Lotter of travsmittal ..o oo ii i i, iv
Levees of the Mississippl 1iver. ccrocveciivinmiiaannnnnn 39
Lowis, Alfred, oxperience of, with marsh soil .veevvioaiin... 69
. W.T., abstract of the report of . veeeraceneao. 101,102
Light ﬂatwoods soils, chenucal and mec]mmcal analysesof .. 24
Tiignite, DEAS Of..ce o fove sl it iae e 12
Limo the cause of the deep black color in prairie seils....... 16
Liming and gresn-manuring necessary to flatwoods goils .... 24,25
Lincoln county, statistics and description of ........ooveeen 133
Link, average product of, per acre in the counties (table). .. - 3,4
Lipford, H. T., abstract of the report of ... .._.ccovmenoene 107,108
Tist of ames and addresses of correspondents.............. 140
. Little, Dr, George, work of,in survey of Mlssxssmpl ......... il
YToam lands of the alluvial region --ovevenoiiiamirivannnn 116-121
T.0688 FOLMATION woueneeeanne cmmeee marecenn eann s eenn o234, 113,114
lands, analyses of. .. cvevenaaaoannn e mmr e e e 46
pervious and nnretentive nature Of comeiceaanas 47
of the cane-hills region, character of .....coeaevovn--- 45
Long-leaf pine hills, fertile #coves” of «ovvreaenenonnens 60
Droken character of, west of Pearl river. 60
plateaun character oi‘, east of Pearl river. 60

region, aren, extent, and general description of. 58-71
characteristics of, in population, iilled

' lands, and cotton production.. .. .... 75,76
connty deseriptions of..cooaeoicnne- 132-143

natural fertiMzers of ... coconiiiian 70,71

soils generally droughty; how unprovcd eee- 62

straw, analyses of. . ..., oaiiienansanciionne 62,71

INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL

Page.
Loosha-Scoona bottom lands, analyses of . coovenvvnvnnarnnn. 26,g 37
Loughridge, Dr, R. H., chemical workof.....cceervunaianl. iif
Loughridge, Dr. . G., abstract of the report of.............129,130
Lowndes county, analysis of greenish micaceous sand of. ..... 22
statistics and description of « cecceveacno... 94-96
jy
McClean, J, H., abstyact of the report of ......ovmuvenn .. 141
MecLaurin, J, C., abstract of the report of ... f.oo.. ... 137
McLean, G. P., abstract of the report of «oonenvvoenaao. 123
McRae's prairie soil and subsoil, analyses of................. 54
Madison county, analyses of hummock soil and subsoil of ... 38
MATIS Of 1o e i e 57
statistics and descriptionof............... 125, 126
Marion county, analyses of Pearl River hummock lands of... 66
analysis of maxl of .o -e el 71
statistics and description of. .. .. ... ..l 140, 141
Market value of 1and —.oceecvmmer caeies e e s 154
Mazrls, amount of, applied to land.......cooo oot e 59
‘of central prairie region, extent and analyses of..__.. 56, 57
Clarke COUNEY . ce e camoemevimcniamcce eceecnanmnen 130
long-leaf pine region, analyses of ................. 71
northeastorn prairie region, echaracter and analyses
1 O O U S 21,22
Tombighee river of little value ...c...ocveiae o 21
yellow-loam region . .oovneveemurmcenaeeaacaee.o. 38
Marshall county, statistics and description of. ...... ... .... 108
Maxsh lands, absence of, along the shore-line...............0 67
muek, analysis of coov oo oie e e 69
Meadow lands, reclamation of oo cer it 70
Mechanical analyses of huckshot, Tallahatchie bottom, and
Dogwood Ridge soils and “white
land” subsoil ........ paemn e 44
flatwoods lands .ueeeenniaacanan.n. 24
pine-hills seil and ‘subsoile e ene e 61
sanav oak uplands . ... el aain 35
analysis of hog-wallow subsoil. ceoeennooiaun. 55 -
JOBSB coieiiir e cananana e e 47
Monros County prairie subsoil ...... 15
i red soil of Attala....o...coocounnn 32
Methods employed in cotton produetion..........oeovennens 77,78
Miller, J. M. D., abstract of the reporb of.. oo vmnveccinnnn. 98
Minniece, J. A., abstract of the repors of ... eevriaaiann. 105
Mississippi alluvial region, corn product of, per aere......... 7
hottom plain, area of coo oo vaoiriiiami e cens 9
Mister, M. K., abstract of the report ofco.oovveeavannancann 113
Mixed farming or planting .. ccccminnvmmmncieir i el 163
Monroe county, analyses of soil and subsoil of..ocmeenoiuanes 15
analysis of greenish mieaceous sand of _..... 22
statistics and description of «ooaevveeniaoaon 93
Montigomery county, statistics and description of ...........99,100
Moody, C. W., abstract of the report of ... ccovueceunann. 131
Muck, analysis ofveeen cvenianns mom i e 69
Jands of Hancock county...... e ey an 143

Mulatto lands of Pontotoe ridge, character and analyses of... 19,20
N. '

Natural fertilizers of the several regions ......o.-ecne ..21,38,56,70
Negroes, predominance of, marks rich lands and low cotton

productperacre U SUUCIP AP < Wy

ratio of, to whites in the several regxons ........... 72-76
relations of, to cotton culture and production .-.... g 76
Neshoba county, statistics and description [0 104,105
Newton county, statistics and deseription 1) PR 106
Northeastern prairie region, cotton production in.....ooono .- 74,75
P deseription of coaeee ceaervnaann 13-22

counties of........ 87-97

natural fertilizers of, character

and analysesef .......

Northern lignitie formation ...« ioeeaivaroemmnmrameeonne 12
Northers of Texas, eidtern edge of ..o voimmemmmaminnoee

[ T



162

Page.
Noxuber county, analysis of soil andsubsoilof ............. 15
statistics and descriptionot ... ... ... ... 96,97
Lilis, character and analysis of red lands of .. ...... .‘—11
Nunber of cotton piekings made ...... BN 151
. o.
Ouks, charaeter of lands indicated by covovn i ooai oo, 27
of the black prairies differ from thoseof poor sandy lands 13, 14
post and blaek-jacly form of, on black prairies........ 14
(ak uplands belt bordering the cane hills, deseription of. ... 48
Oats, acreage and production of (table) ....... ...l L 5,6
Oktibbeha vounty, statistics and deseription of _............ 9.
Opinion held of cottonseed planters by farmers ............. 149
Orange-sand formation, materials of......oooneiiiiieaniioos 12
Orr, L B,, abstract of thereportof . .....ooooioiii oo, 111
»,
Pale-yellow loam uplands of Pontotoe ridges character of . .. 19
Panola county, analysis of bottom §0il Of- vaveer e nnnooeno. 37
statistics and degcription of 109,110
Puris green used as o remedy against the caterpillar ........ 153
Pearl River bottom lands, character and analyses of ........ 66, 104
Pegnes, 8, W. E., abstract of the report of cvvoeneeennun. ... 111
Pervy county, statistics and deseription of ...... ... ........ 141
Plres, Dr, 1), L., abstract of the reportof .. ... ... ...... 125
Physico-geographical and agricultural features of the state.. 7-83
Picking cotton, amount paid for extra workin.............. 155
when begun .......,... e e, 151
Pike county, analyses of soils and subsoils of .. ............ 61, 65
statisties and deseription of.................. 133,134
Pine flats reglon, vegetation and character of............... 67,68
meadow lands of the coast
short-leaf, character of .. ... .__....._._.__.........._.
indicates inferior soils
straw, analyses of ... ... ... ..
[LEX S
Pitch pine, oceurrence and character of
Planting and wixed farming ........ ... ... ... ... 153
cotton in ridges, level cultivation shown to be bet-
terthan. ..., 78
in ridges, time of, ete- ..o oo 149
Poutotoe connty, analyses of soils and mar! of 20,22,23
statisties and deseription of............... 92
ridge, a water divide_.... evennnena. “eemean i 11
cotton production in counties embracing.... 74
geological formation of.,........_..__.._._.

region, character, and extent of the

Pupulation of state and counties (table)

Port Hudson gsoup, characterof................_.._.....__
Posey, B. L., abstract of the report of..eees e

Post oak of the flatwoods region, form of. ............ .. ...

northeastern prairies, form of

prairies of northeastern region

Potutoes, sweet, acreage and production of (table)..... +-sea B,6

Potlockney Creek hottom lands, analyses of .............._. 26

Power used in ginning cotton ...._...____. R neee 151

Pruirie belt of Algorn county.. ... ... ....... e 87
lands, dark tint of, dus to a large supply of humus and

Yime oo e eecnieat e, 16

of Kemper county._......_.... ... . 105

the central prairie region. .............._125-132

soils, conyposition of, in northeastern region
Prairies, bald, deseriptionof ... ... .

black-jack, deseription of i

S ek, deseriptionof ... L L. 14
in the Yazoo bottom,........oooo. L 117

of cer‘m:al region, gypseous character and extent of.. 51
Mississippi alluvial region....._....__......_... 40
northeastern region, description of ..__..___. .. 13-16

. Sharkey county .._...._... ... 77 120
Prentiss county, analyses of soil and subsoil of.....__... ... 15
statistics and description of.... ... . 39, 90

Preparation of cotton Yando.o. oo ’149
Presee%g;ed in baling cotton, kinds of................. ... 1524

INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL

Pago.
_Price of cottonseed ... .cveeiaraee e e e canccnna. 148
Production and acreage of leading crops (table) .......... - 5,06
Proportion of negro laborers owning land ox houses ........ 154
@
Quaternary formation, materials of ..., ....... ... Cemeeenaens 12
Quitman county, statistics and deseription of..........___. 116G
.
Races, relation of the two, to cotton culture and production. 76,77
Ragland, 8. ., abstract of the reportof. ... .. ... ...oool. 112
Rainfall, amount of (tables).....vveverins cevmimincinnenn . 10,11
effects of, on cotton growing ... ceociieriiiennnnnn. 10
Rankin county, analyses of praiviesoilsof...... ... ........ 64
analysis of marl of . .ooiviiiiinviis enn 07
statistics and deseription of...... .....onn.. 127,128
Red clay land of northeastorn prairie region ............. ol HP
lands, chemical and mechanical analyses of ... ...... .. 31,32
eotton productperacre of...cocoiviiiiiiiainann 31
of Atbala county.....ocoiiriiiiiiot i 102
Pontotoe Tidgo..cvuee s v ciii i i 19, 20
region, character, origin, and extent of .......... 31
ridge lands of the northeastern region..... e eecmaane e . 16,17
50il, analysis of .eeees oL i e [ 16
soils, intermixture of, with black prairie soils pro-
vents rust on cobton ............. Pannenannas - 16
Reference table of 1eports received. ceu vy conn vneneeenunea 146
Region, areas of cach, in the several counties (see county do-
SCLIPHONS) ... e i e .e e 87143
Regions, list of agricultural.... .oooeieioaiiioveiniannonn - 13
Relations of the two races to cotton culture and produetion. 76,77
Rentofland....... o o oo it - 154
Reports received, reference table 0f « voveoeeer ceenvnnnrnn. 146
Results of imperfect t1age o ve . omear oo i e e . 7
Ridge soils of the northeastern region, description and anal-
yses of o e e Cmmmas eneuna 16,17
Ridges, sandy upland, charactor of......oovvee o anee ... .
space loft between. ... ..o oieen il i, 14D
Ripley group (Cretaceous) .....ovvvceeeeuenonn... veeann 12
Robertson, W. T., abstract of the roport of ... .. ..u.ees . iy
Rotation and fallow in cotton cultivation ..... e nee X
of cTOps, Practico of v ovviaiae it et e, LB
Rotten limestone, analysis of. vuweee oo cnees cne e, 22
' furnishes 1o Water veing «.....ucv.eveen.. 14
group (Cretaceous) ...... Cemmmamamann . 1
Pbmairie region, arves, length, width, and de-
seription of.. . ... . ... ...l veee 13,14
thiekness of .......... .. .......... pnwman 13
usefulness as o fortilizor.......... ... eman 21
Rust, cotton liable to, on hog-wallow and gypscous pradiries. . 6l

does not prevail on lands formed by intermixture of

. Dlack prairie and red ridge sofls.................... 16
on cotton of black peairie lands, remarks on .......... 56
Prevalence of ...........ocir e, 163

8, ' -
Sand floods, injury done to brown-loam table-lands by ....., 36
Sandstone, ferruginous, localities, shapes, and formation of.. . 12
of the short-leaf pine uplonds. ... ... 29

Sandy loam soil of the canoe-hills region (see countly deserip-
tions)-a.. o i R |23 I 114
oak uplands region, character, timber, and analyses of

M ieicme .,

vidge lands of central prairie YOGION it aat s, H
upland ridges, northeastern region, eause of poverty of. 18
character of....... 17

Scott county, marl of ... ... crnens . 57
statistits and deseription- of ......__....,... .. 198

8cott, T. F., abstract of the reporbof. .. .. ... ..., 120

Sea-island cotten ... L e cnnuanea 142, 143

. formerly grown on shiell hummocks of coast. 76
Reed-cotiton, how proteeted ............ ... . R 7 |

product per acre in counties (table) ;4



INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL ‘ 168

. : Page.
Seed-cotton required for a bale of lint (seo Soils, and also ab- g
stracts in connty deseriptions)................88-143
required for a bale of lint when gioned......... 152
Per 8ero WSed.«ov ol i et e 149
Shannon, J. J., abstract of the report of ... ...l 138,139
Shares, W01Lm & cotton farmson; effect of, onland and staple. 154
Share system beat for the ]a.bm-urs .......................... 154
Sharkey county, statisties and deseription of....._.... ..... 120
Shell Leaps of the coast, improvement to the land cansed by. 68 |
prairvies, character of ... ... ... ... aioiiiian... 51
Shipping of cotton, charges for (see also county descriptions).151, 155
Short-leaf pine and oak uplands, cotton prodnction in-...... 73

region, deseription of coun-
ties of ...........97-108
goneral characterof, 29

i

Bhuford, I, B., abstract of the report of... ... ..oeooveee ... 108
§ilt, ealcareous, of cane-hills region.....oo.veen vomenaoonn. 46, 47
Simpson county, analyses of soil and subsoil of. ... ... ... 61
statistios and deseription of.......... ... 136,137
‘ Sklpwmh . H., abstract of the veport of ...ocovveeens eeo. 111
Smith county, Analvws (chemical and mechanical) of soils
and subsoils of ... c....... ... 54, 61,65
of pine straw v.oooioiiiir i, 62,71
analysis of greensand marl of. ... ... ........ 58
statistios and description of ..., ... .. ... 137,138
Bmith, Dr. E, A,, work of, in survey of Mississippi --........ iii, iv
Smith, J. W. C., abstracts of the reports of.... .... 1156, 116, 119, 120
SN0, 0CenTIenee 0F. L o o it caee e 10
Soils of Drown-loam table-lands ..ooowveoeieiiiinaiee ool 34
central prairie region, analyses of ... ............ .. b4, 55
coast rogion, improvement of. .. ... ... oviaiaii . 70
Jong-leaf pine rogion, analyses of .......... oo, 61, 64, 66
Mississippi alluvial region. o..coooooiiiinaioiannn. 39-45
pine flats and coast lands, analyses of ... oo .ol 69
e e U 68
short-leaf pine and oak uplands, analyses of ... .... 30
Bolls, tilling qualities, character, and productiveness of :
alluvial muek land .oooee i oiiiiiiiiiiinanas 143
black prairie lands.........ccoceaiaen, 88-96, 128,130
gandy, of Mississippi bottom...117, 120,121,124
slongh and hog-wallow ..._...ceven.iooe. 129

beottom lands of creeks of prairie region.89-95, 123, 130
- sandy uplands..101-10%,110,

113, 115, 133, 137, 139, 141

Yalobugha and Pearl rivers .. 113,137,

143

praivie lands. coeoo et 120, 128

brown mMahogaNY «ovviiiiies caianinnce suanas 135
Duckshot 1Iands coecvevecnaevanan. 118,115,118, 120, 121
0aleareons 10aMm. ceeve e e ain i ri e s 123
clay loam uplands .. ... ...l 89, 126, 127
crawfisliy or swamp Jand...o0oioeer oot cauen. 112
dark table-landloam. .....covmecinann. 107-113, 115, 119
fine sandy loam. .ooovnaailll 88-91, 96,107, 123,125
fatwoods 1and. o cve o var i ceeeae ceear cane 92,93,105
Lummeock lands. coe e caooii i 88, 128, 130, 135
Light SANAY < ovenr seuans ce ceemanoeo--.98,108,104, 111
pine-mendow 1ands .. .eeueeiieniniiioiniaenan 142, 143
red, mahogany, or beeswax land ...... 88, 89, 91, 95, 96
or mulatto land .. ... el e 104
reed-brake land, of Pearlriver................ 104
gandy hillside ..o ool 111
loam land - oo eemenn i i 138, 140
mulatto land . . .oeneliiiino el 102
pine-hills land. . ccvveveeinrcannnon 130-134,139

shell prairie land .. ...eaemeanciinnnaanesaan 129,131
“white-oak ridges 1and..ceveeenriiiiiinannnannn. 115
swamp land. ... ........ cenaas 7..118,135

:8ore-ghin, occurrence of, on cotton-plants............ wcenaan 150

Page.
Sources of information in ecompiling thisveport.............. iii,giv
Spencer, T. C., abstract of the report of ..... e e 104
Spillman, Dr, W., abstract of the report of ... ........__...130,131
Stewart, D. B,, abstract of the reportof ... ... .. ....... 110
Stratified drift formation ... ... ... _o...... 12
Straw of long-leaf pine, analyses and use of.. ... o.ooueo o oo.. 62,71
Streams of the black prairies have no bottom lands.._....... 14
coast, black from decayed vegetation ... .... 67
Subsoiling, implements-employed in........................ 147
offects Of ..o o s 47
Summary of answers to schedule questions.......... ... .. 147-155
Sumner county, analyses of soils and subsoil of..... ... .... 30,38
statistics and deseriptionof ._._...._..t.... 100
Sunflower basin, analyses of frant-lands of............... o 43
area and general descriptionof...._ ... ... 42
county, analyses of soils and subsofls of ... .._... 43,44
statistics and deseription of............. 117,118
Supplies produced at home. ... .ocoeeoioeiiein e 153
Sweet potatoes, acreage and production of (table) .cc....... 5,6
System, share, best for the laborers ... ...... eebemmeceean 154
of farming and labor ... ... ... __._......... 153-~156
T,

Table-lands of West Tennessce, elevation of ....._....... - 11
Yazoo county «coeiveiiiaiiiiai i e e 119

Table showing population and eotton production in cach
agricultural region ........o. .o iiiiial. 7
Tables of analyses of soils and subsoils. .o cevaesn.. 15-71,80-83
Tabulated results of the enumeratiogn ....vveeoeninian.nnn 1-0
Tallahatchie county, analysis of hottom land of ............ 41
statistics and description of ..._...... 117
River hottom soil, analysis of .. «...co.oo oo 37

Tate county, statistics and deseription of................... 109
Taylor, Dr. J. M., abstract of the report of ... .ocmee coen.nn. 88

Temperatura of different parts of the state .............._ - 9
Tertiary formation, materials of ...ocoocioriiiiiiiiansait, 12
Thinning out cotton-plants; how far apart.. «...eeees oo 150
Thornton, Dr. C. C., abstract of the veport of . ..... ... ... 115
Thunder BEoTMS. oo o iriee et e accac teaaranan s acaan 10
Tillage improvements, ete ..o oomoiioiiiei el 147-149

results of imperfect - .. cooe i e w
Tilled lands, acres of, in counties (tablo).... . coveioiiiiacnans 3,4
Timber an indication of character of lands . ... ... ... 27

oftheregions. (Sceregionaland eounty deseriptions.)
Time, length of, before seed comes Up. ... acuceeve e 140

of first Dlack frost. . . oou el 151
thinning out cotbon-plants ... .....cccieeiicio 160
when cotton-bolla first open .. ... ioilaalas 150

pieking begins and c¢loses................ 181
first cotton-blooms appear......co.venneuaae i 150

Tippah county, analyses of marls of.. . ..co.ocniiioiiiia 2

soil and subsbil of . ..o oan Ll 17

statistics and descriptionof ... ... ... .. .. 88,8

Tishomingo county, statisties and deseription of . ...... ... .. 97,98

Topography of the alluvial region of the Mississippi- ... ... 39

state of Mississippl . .ovicceinacanaaain 11

T OTTAQOBE « v e vmecis et eeeaa e cs e an s e anem e aaaean - 10

Transmittal, letter of «........ g iif, iv

Trustees of the University of Mississippi, courtesy of.... ... i, iv

Tufa of the loess formation......eevees siemeninni e 45

Tunica county, statistics and descmpnon Ofiaveivnseannn.- 116

Tur, A., abstract of tho report of ceve sewees cocvewnianin e 103
u.

Underelay of black prairie soils, analysis of c..e..ooi.oiee 15
Union county, statistics and descriptionof ..o oon. 90,91
V. .

Valley ordbottom lands of cane-hills regions. .......veenenen. 47,48
Valleys of Amite river ............... PR crenremnman 135

365



164

Page.
Yarietivs of cotton preferred. cooooiaes cieiiiimnai i aiaan 149
Vanght, W. W, ubstract of the report of...covevoinnennns 138,134
Vegetation of coast marshes ... ooveiiioes coiiniioienn 68
) long-leaf pine region ... ...0cceeiiiiiiiianns 59, 60
pine flats region .. ... ool oan i 67
Viekshurg formation, marls of ... ...l 56
group, character of ... ... ... ...l 12
w.

Wages paid, aud when ... ..o . 154
Wales, B. L. C., reference to geological report of ... .. ... ... iii
Walnut hills region ..oo.oooooo ool 119,122
Warren county, analyses of greensand marls of ... ... ... 58
statistics and deseriptionof.._. ... .. ... .. 121,122
Washing awuy of the brown-loam table-lands, injury doneby 36
Washington county, statistics and deseription of............ 119
Water, sources of springs, ete .......... P, 12

Water supply.  (See the several regional descrlptwns )
Wayne county, analysis of bottom s0il 0f.cueu.eooovunnnio... 65
greensandmarl of ............... 58
statisties and deseription of...._._......... 131,132
Webly, G. F., abstract of the report of oo eusveeovn veeenn oo, 135,136

Weed, running to, of the cottun plant. (See Bolling,)
Weeds, tronblesome, as affecting cotton culture ........._.. . 78
on any soil (see abstracts in county de-

seriptions) ... ool il.l.o.. Bg-143
Welborn, J. B, abstract of the report of...... ... s 131
Welehy, C., abstract of the report of .oovee oo veee. ot 139, 140
Wells, artesian ..ooooveuen oot L 13
West Amite bottom soils, analyses of -........ 50
Wheat, acreage and production of (table) 5,6
Wir'te land of alluvial region .......o..................... 117,118
Mississippi alluvial region -.............39, 40, 42,43
Quitman connty .....couiiiiuuaii. ... seeea 117

I

INDEX TO COTTON PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPL

Pago.

! White lime country . ..o cvooaivereenocasoansana, ceeavanmue 80
of Pontotoc ridge ....... S D 19

» praieie region . ..ooo Ciiiiiiiieeinaean 13

marl, analysis of v e e ve co e e e e 67

oak flatwoods, general description of ..........ooo0 25,26
population, relations of, to cotton culture and produc-

7 10 . 70
Wilkingon county, statistics and description of ... ... ... 124, 1056
Williams, W. L., abstract of the report of «.e.oooooiaviiann 88
Winds, direction of oo sevuirnniaiiiaaaio, . 10
Winston county, analysis of flatwoods subsoil of ... ... .... 28

vedlands of ......ooaoiiiiiln 31

statistics and descuptmu (o) 101, 102

Wise, &, W., abstract of the reportrof .. ... .ccweeueuennan. - 118

Withers, A. J., abstract of theTeport of oo occevinenevenea 108

Woodland, proportion of (se¢ county descriptions).......... B7-143
.

Yalobusha county, statistics and description of.eceve cvvena. 112

Yazoo basin, general diescription of...ovvuvmcneionncnnnenn. o A0, 4L
bottom, cotton production of.......... R T
Dlain, area of voeeun il wmramnan 9

county, statistics and deseription of .ocov . neae il L1119, 120

Yellow-loam region, cotton produection of ... (... aeeo.ea. 79
general description and 80ils of . inu... 26-48

hummoeksof...o i ianar cnen 30

natural fertilizersof.....c.veeen e n 38

or brownish loam the basis and subgoils of lmlds of
the state ..eeovociioinsiann S, 1%
Yockanookany bottom 1ands....o..cccvvivecesnnnnneenann. 108
Zo
Zeuglodon, remains of the..... “erenmnan T, i3



	Table of Contents

