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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

, Urroa, N. Y., October 1, 1881.
Hon, FrRANCIS A, WALKER,
Superintendent of Census. ‘

Siw: I transmit herewith a Report upon the Newspaper and Periodical Press of the United States for the
Tenth Census. The colleetion and preparation of the statistics of this branch of inquiry were intrusted to my
care, a8 a special agent of the Census Office, on May 21, 1880. The report is divided into four parts, as follows:

I. A history of the newspaper and periodical press from 1639 to 1880.

II. Statistical tables. :

ITII. A catalogue of periodical publications issued during the census year.

IV. A chronological history of the newspaper press of the United States.

The tables éepamtely submitted are fifteen in number, and embody the essential facts and figures bearing
upon the number, the character, the circulation, the earnings, the "manufacture, and the comparative growth
by census decades of the newspapei* and periodical press. A number of minor tabular statements, illustrative
of several of these features, are included in the body of the report.

The first portion of the report is an atiempt to briefly sketeh the history of newspaper and periodical
publication in the United States, which was suggested by you as a proper, complement to a report upon the
present condition of this interesting industry. Private ventures in the direction of sucl a history have been
few and unsamsfactory. The most important is Isaiah Thomas’ History of Printing, which brings the subject
down to the year 1810, covering in a very complete manner the history of printing in the United States up to
that date. Tt was republished in 1875, with many valuable foot-notes and- additions, by the American
Antiquarian Society, of Worcester, Massachusetts, of which Mr. Thomas was the founder. Jowrnalism in the
Undted States from 1690 to 1872, by the late TFrederic HMudson, of the New York Herald, preserves in desultory and
unchronological form & great mass of important data relating to the subsequent development of the American
press. In addition to the information supplied by these sources, much has been added from pamphlets, oceasional
addresses, scattered gazetteers, newspaper files, and personal correspondence. Notwithstanding the pains taken
to complete the historical record, this portion of the worlk is. at points incomplete and unsatisfactory; but care
has been taken to supply all the statistics of any moment heretofore published respecting the publication of
newspapers in the United States, and the groundwork here exists npon which hereafter may be constructed the
full and complete history of the American press,

This history naturally divides itself into three periods, namely, the colonial, which carries the American
newspaper to the close of the war of the revolution; the transitional, which brings the history down to that
point of time when, by the perfection of printing machinery, the establishment of telegraphs and railroads, and
the operation of other causes, the American press took on' its present distingnishing characteristics, inangurating -
the third period. ' '

In considering the development of the press in this third era I have chosen to treat the historical datain
direct association with the statistics elicited by the Tenth Census, and this consideration forms the third section
of the report. The chronological method of treating such a topic is so unshtisfactory that it has been avoided,
and in an appendix to the report Lias been gathered together, in chronological onder, such data respecting the
Origin and growth of the press in each state and territory as was attainable.

The second portion of the report consists of a series of statistical tables,
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The third section of the report, being the catalogue of the American press in the census year, has been
prepared directly from the schedules forwarded to the Census Office by the several publishers, and is submitted in
the belief that it is valuable, not only fur current reference, but as an historical record. A complete file of the
newspaper and periodieal press as it existed in the census year was also collected at your suggestion, arranged
alphabetically by states and territories, and also by classes, and has been deposited in the Library of Congress,
where it will be properly bound, and remain a unigue memorial of the periodical literature of the census yeur.

It has not seemed fit, in a report of this character, to enter into any disquisition upon the character, the power,
or the influence of the press as a factor in American civilization. The data for deductions of that nature are
supplied for the use of others. Neither has it seemed proper to color an official report with allugions to the personal
services of any of the distinguished gentlemen who have done so much in the past, and who are doing so much at
present, to build up the press, to develop its resources, to extend its nsefulness, and to elevate its general character
and infinence, . ‘ "

In eonclusion, perwit e to express the obligation I am persounally under to youusell and the chiefys of the
several divisions of the Census Offiee for nnvarying courtesies and facilities during the progress of this investigation.
Mr. Benjamin M. Lewis, of Utica, New York, who has served as assistant agent from the beginning of the
investigation, is entitled to especial praise for the zeal, care, and infelligence with which he has forwarded the work,
Acknowledgment is also due of the services of many private gentlemen, and especially to the corresponding
secretaries of several historical societies, and to Dr. Henry A. Howmes, the accomplished librarvian of the Néew York
state library, for valuable assistance in the collection of data.

Very respectfully, yours,
S. N, D. NORTH,
Special Agent,
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THE NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL PRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

FIRST PERIOD.

INTRODUCTION OF PRINTING IN AMERICA.

The history of the United States of America is contemporaneous with the real development of the art of printing,

The first known specimen of printing in the English language, the presumable handiwork of William Caxton, boars
the date 1471, less than a quarter of a century before the discovery of America. The progress
of the art in Dngla,nd and on the continent was quite as slow as the progress of discovery and li}‘ﬁgﬂg‘*“:’;ﬂgé’;‘]‘l‘:gfn“?f
settlement in America. The popular demand for the services of the printing press was not Eu,,wm;ﬂmof Awmeorion,
marked until after the publication at Antwerp in 1526 of Tyndale’s translation of the Testament;,
and of Luther’s Bible, which followed it, in 1534. There is positive evidence that a printing press was established
in Mexico as early as 1540, («) and John R. Bartlett alludes to the fact that ¢ readers familiar with early books
relating to Mexico have seen mention of a book printed there as earlyas 1535”. (@) He continues
that in the year 1532 the viceroy, D. Antonio de Mendoza, carried printing to Mexico. The first  Printing in Moxico,
printer was Juan Pablos, and the first book printed in the New World was that written by St. :
John Climacus, entitled Spiritual Ladder to Ascend to Heaven. (b) He adds the titles of ninety-three boolks printed
in Mexico prior to and including the year 1600, and of seven books printed in Pera before 1600. These books were
mostly on religious subjects, the governments strictly prohibiting printing without lcense; but the list also includes
many works which treat of history, morals, and classics, as well as grammars and dictionaries for the use of the
aborigines. A royal printing house was established in Port au Prince, on the Frenclh part of the island of Santo
Domingo, as early as 1650, and several other presses existed in neighboring towns at dates more recent, but
previous to the eighteenth century. There was also printing in Portuguese America provious to the opening of the
eighteenth century.

Gazettes were also printed in both Mexico and Peru at a very early date; but whether anterior to the first New
England newspapers is a matter of some doubt, although the plobmblhtles favor that view. , ]
Several authorities state that they existed before the close of the seventeenth century. Di- Pﬁﬁ?"“"“ fu Moxicoand
Robertson thus describes the contents of the Gazetia de Memco for the years 1728, 1729, and
1730, printed in guarto:

It is filled almost entirely with accounts of religions functions, with descriptions of processions, consecrations of churches, beatificntions
of saints, festivals, auto da fés, ete. Civil or commercinl affairs, and even the transnctions of Europe, occupy but a small corner of this
monthly magazine of intelligence, (¢)

Even such a gazette, it should be added, was superior to anything published in the colonies until near the
time of the revolution.

& Thomas' History of Pr inting, Appendix A, The references in this report are to the second edition of Isniah Thomas' History of
Printing in dmerica, published in 1874 as volumes V and VI of the ZTransactions and Collections of the American dAntiguarian Socisty Y, of
‘Worcester, Massachusetts, under the joint ediforial supervision of Samuel F. Haven, Nathaniel Paine, and Joel Munsell.

b Ibid., vol. i, p. 367.

¢ In Spanish America tho first newspaper was founded in Chili in 1712, * * * # Jn Mexico the oldest newspaper is Bl Siglo XIX,
which is published daily, and supports liberal prineiples. * * * * In the present British-American colonies the eredit of establlslnng
the earliest newspaper ’belongs to the island of Barbadoes, where Keimer founded the Barbadoes Guzeltoin 1731, Thirty-one years aftexrward,
in 1762, appeared the Barbadoes Mercury, which continued $ill 1845, -In tlie other British West India islands newspapers were introduced
as follows: Grenada, 1742; Antigua, 1748; St. Kitts, 1748; Dominica, 1765; 8t. Vincent, 1784. Yn July of the latter year the Bermuda
Gazette was founded. In Cana.da the Quebec Gazetle mppemed in 1765, :md the Montreal Gazette in 1775. In Nova Scotia tho Halifax
Gazette appeared in 1751, but was not firmly established till 1760, In New Brunswick two or three newspapers were published at 8t.

John in 1782, -—-Appleton’s American Cyclopeedia,
3
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The founders of the colony of Massachusetts arrived at Salem in 1628, and in January, 1639, the first printing
was done in what is now the United States. (a) Previous to the establishment of this first press at Cambridge a
Piret press 1 e number of manuseripts originating in the colonies had been sent to England for publication,
clusetis. and there is evidence that this practice continued for some eighty years afterward. (b)) Moses

Coit Tyler makes the first book written in America Captain John Smitl’s True Relation -

of Suclh Qccurrences as might have Happened in Virginia, ete., which was composed in 1607 and published in London
the following year. The second book written in the colonies was Smith’s letter to the English proprietors, and the
Fivet books sritten i third bis Map of the Bay and the Rivers, which was not printed until 1612, at Oxford. In 1610
the eolonies. Sir Thomas Gates wrote A True Repository of the Wrack and Redemption of Sir Thomas Gates,
" which Le sent to England to be printed. George Sandys, also of Virginia, wrote a trauslation
of Ovid, which was sent to London for publication in 1626. There are records of a number of other volumes, chiefly
of a religions character, which were written in this country and sent to England for publication prior to the
establishment of the first press at Cambridge, in 1639. Thomas says in his History of Printing in America that
“from a variety of caunses it happened that many original works were sent from New England—Massachusetts
in particular—to London to be printed. Among these causes the principal were: 1, the press at Cambridge had
generally full employment; 2, the printing done there was executed in an inferior style; 3, many works on
controverted points of religion were not allowed to be printed in this country?. ]

As a matter of fact, up to this period, and for a long time after, there was almost no demand for printed matter
in the colonies, and very few London publications of any character were sold in this country, The first regular
bookseller of whom there is any acconnt was Hezekiah Usher, who is not known to have been in business earlier
than 1652, The British books that found their way to the colonies were generally kept in shops with other wares.
Beunedict Arnold sold drngs and books. Later in the development of the colonies the occupations of printer,
boolkbinder, and bookseller were generally combined in one.

Although there was considerable culture and learning among the early settlers of Virginia, and several

of them were book writers, as we have seen, the feasibility of doing their own printing does

Printing in Virgivin. 110G appear to have occurred to any one in the colony until 1681, seventy-four years after

the first settlement was made. Some explanation of the delay clearly lies in the celebrated

declaration’ of Sir William Berkeley, governor of the colony,in his answer to the inquiries of the Lords of the
Committee for the Colonies in 1671:

I thank God we have not free schools nor printing, and I hope we shall not have these hundred years; for learning has brought
disobedience and heresy and sects into the world, and printing has divulged them and 1ibels against the goverument, God keep us frown

both,

The pious protest of the governor against ‘“free schools and printing” nearly forty years after the founding of
Harvard university and the establishment of the first printing press in the younger colony of Massachusetts has
been held to illustrate the difference between the cavalier civilization of Virginia and the Puritan civilization of
New England.  When the first printing press was introduced into Virginia, in 1681, its adventuresome proprietor,
oue John Buckuer, (¢) was promptly called before the governor and council and ordered to enter into bond “notto
print anything hereafter until his majesty’s pleasure shall be known”. This was an actual suppression of the press,
and thus differed materially from the regulation of it by the appointment of licensers, which had in the meanwhile
been sanctioned by law in Massachusetts. But it was simply the carrying out of royal instructions, and therefore

Tl Heesing of print. not a test of Virg@ia civilization, The licensing of printing was still in vogue in the mother
ing in the colonics, country, nor was it formally abandoned there until 1694, on the accession of William and Mary.
It continued, even after the revolution of 1688, to be assumed by the crown as one of the rights

of the prerogative in all the American colonies, as claimed and exercised under the Stuarts. The royal governors

a The funds for the purchase of this press in England were contributed or collected by the Rev. Joseph Glover, a wealthy dissenting
clergyman. The press appears to have heen particularly provided for the benefit of the academy then fonnded there, and also for Harvard
college, which was founded soon after. The records of the latter institution contain this eptry: My, Joss Glover gave to the college a
font of printing letters, and some gentlemen of Amsterdam gave toward furnishing of a printing press with lesters forty-nine pounds, and
something more.” Mr, Glover died on the voyage across the Atlantic in 1638, and the press was set up aud managed for ten years by one
Stephen Daye, who was employed by Mr. Glover in England to come to this country and serve in the capacity of a practieal printer. The
first press remained at Camlridge ““upwardof sixty years”, and for about thirty years printing in the British North American colonies was
oxclusively conducted in this town. The first publication from this press was The Freeman's Ouath, which bears the imprint 1639; the
second was an almanace; and the third, printed in 1640, was The Psalms in Metre, Faithfully Translated for the Use, Edification, and Comfort of
the Saints in Publick and Private, especially in New England, crown 8vo., 300 pages. Thomas gives a list of nine books or pamphlets known to
have been published from this press while it continued under the management of Daye. He adds that © many others were printed by
Daye, but no copies of them are now to be found », ‘

b Thomas’ History of Printing, vol. i, p. 15.
¢ Ibid., wol, i, p. 331,
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of the American colonies under William and Mary were vested with the censorship over the press. (¢) The
ingtructions to these governors read ag follows, as quoted from the commission of a New York governor:

And forasmuch gs great inconvenience may arvise by the liberty of printing within our province of New York, you are to provide by
all necessary orders that noe person keep any press for printing, nor that any book, pamphlet, or other nmttels whatsoever bee printed
W1thout your espeeial leave and license first obtained. ()

Mr. Baneroft insists that, in spite of these instructions, “the press generally was as free in America as in any
part of the world.,” To aceept this view we must be convinced that the imposition of a license does not work a
greater comparative repression in a country erude and unsettled, without expert mechanics, and with few ambitions
of the printer’s honors, where the art of printing has not yet obtained a footing, than in countries where, under even
severer discipline, it had yet made steady headway for more than a century. At the same time it is to be bornein
mind that the press sprang up in several of these colonies while these instructions were yet nominally in force, and
in practical defiance of them. Yet, aslong as the British anthority remained unchallenged, there was continual
interference with the press on the part of the government, and notably in the three colonies of Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, and New York, where it bad taken hardiest root. No single event in the colonial
annals of the continent attracted more general attention, both in America and England, than  The trial of Zenger.
the trial of John Peter Zenger, publisher of the New York Gazette,in 1735—thirty years later than
the establishment of the first American newspaper—ifor the publication of ¢fulse, scandalous, malicious, seditious
libels” against the royal government of the colony of New York; a trial in which the government persisted, by
information, after the grand jury had refused to indict; a trial in which all the authority of the crown, all the
weight of the court, and all the power of the English common law of libel failed to coerce o verdict of guilty from
the jury. The trial of Zenger was the first real struggle of the colonial press for freedom of speech against the
government, and laid the deep and broad foundation of the liberty of the press in America. But it was twenty
years later (January 25, 1755) that the Rev. William Smith, first and last provost of the College of Pennsylvania,
was arrested by order of the Pennsylvania assembly and sent to jail, where he remained six months, for translating
and publishing in one of the German newspapers a pamphlet reflecting on the government. It was in 1771 that
Thomas was annoyed by the Massachusetts governor and council very much as Zenger had been in New York,
except that he was not imprisoned, and the attempt to proceed against him by information was abandoned on
account of the popular opposition; and in 1769 General Alexander McDougall, of New York, reputed to be the
aunthor of a pamphlet, privately printed, which the assembly of that colony resolved to be a “false, seditious,
and infamous libel on the government”, was arrested, imprisoned from December to April, when the grand jury
found an indictment against him, and was finally brought before the assembly and required to answer whether he -
was guilty or not. McDougall refused to answer, on the ground that he was under indictment for the alleged
" offense and was entitled to an unprejudiced trial before a jury of his peers. He was finally adjudged guilty of a
breach of the privileges of the house, and committed again to prison, where he remained several months. The
annals of the colonies are full of somewhat similar instances of the severity with which the authorities of this
country, in imitation of those of Great Britain, dealt with the printers and those who participated in political
discussion through the instrumentality of the newspaper or printed page.

The only direct legislation pf Great Britain against the colonial press was the stamp :Lct of 1765, aimed quite
as much against other pursuits as against printing, but more direct in its influence upon the newspaper press
than upon any other colonial enterprise. A considerable number of the newspapers, particularly
in the south, were driven to suspend publication until the stamp act was repealed. More opulent The stamp actof 1765.
but equally cautious publishers, when the act was to take effect, dressed their journals in
mourning, and for a few weeks omitted to publish them. Others, less cautious, but apprehensive of the consequences
of publishing newspapers without stamps, omitted the titles altogether, or altered them as an evasion. Those
publishers who continued to print without reference to the stamp took a risk which proved how thoroughly imbued
they were with the spirit out of which grew the revolution. The stamp act was but a temporary check to
newspaper growth; but it must be regarded as the manifestation of a spirit which these early printers knew to be ever
present, the spirit to coerce the press into more eircumspect allusion to the causes of friction between the colonies and
the mother country. The colonial governments in the colonies of Massachusetts and New
York also resorted to stamp acts as a means of raising revenue. Such an act was passed in  Colonial stamp nets.
Massachusetts in 1755, and a similar act by the assembly of New York in 1756, which was
continued until January, 1760. During this period the papers then published in that colony sometimes appeared
with stamps and sometimes without them. These acts were plainly modeled upon the English parliamentary law,
which then bore so heavily upon the press of the mother country. The fact that there were but two, and that
they lasted so short a time, may be accepted as the evidence that the American colonists early recognized the press
as an instrument of popular education and civilization, which was entitled to exemption from the burdens of taxation.

@ Bancroft’s History of the United States, vol, ii, p. 279, edition of 1876,
b Documents relating to Colonial History of New ¥ork. See Instructions to Governors Dongan, Sloughter, Fletcher, Bellomont, and

Hunter, 1686 to 1709.
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Ttis worthy of remark that since the revolution only two American states have attempted a divect tax upon the
products of the press. In 1785 the legislature of Massachusetts passed an act imposing duties upon licensed
vellum, parchment, and paper, and laid a duty of two-thirds of a penny upon newspapers and a penny upon
almanacs, which were to be stamped. This act became at once so odious that it was repealed before it went into
effect, but in the July following another act was passed which imposed a duty on all advertisements inserted in the
newspapers of the commonwealth. This latter enactment was denounced by Isaiall Thomas, then publisher of thé
Worcester Spy, and by many of his contemporaries, as placing an improper restraint upon the press, and in
consequence of it he discontinued the publication of the Spy during the two years in which it was in operation.
One of the sources of revenue in the state of Virginia as recent as 1848 was a tax on newspapers, the revenue from
which in that year amounted to 8355. (a)

MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES ATTENDING THE INTRODUCTION OF PRINTING IN AMERICA.

It is difficult at this distance in time to realize the mechanical obstacles which retarded and embarrassed the
introduction of printing in colonial America. Everything in the shape of materials was of necessity imported
from the mother country, at an outlay which must be made at the risk of small and doubtful
Printing presses,  reburn. The earliest printing press known to have been manufactured in this country was made
for Christopher Sower, jr., the Germantown printer, in 1750 ; but it was not until the eve of the
revolutionary war that good printing presses were manufactured as a business in the colonies. In 1775 such
presses were made in Hartford, Philadelphia, and elsewhere, modeled almost wholly on the English press; and
after that date the importation of hand presses gradually ceased. Thomas says that the great improvewents
perfected by Adam Ramage in the prevailing press led to the entire cessation of importation as early as 1800; )]
but, as a matter of fact, the Ramage presses, while they were superior to anything previously built in this country,
were wholly inadequate for satisfactory newspaper work, and his early presses were so small that only one-half of
one side of a sheet of the ordinary dimensions of that period conld be printed at one time, and four distinet
impressions were necessary to print both sides of a smallnewspaper. (¢) Tt wasnot until the beginning of the present
century that iron was substituted for wood as the principal material in the eonstruetion of American presses. The
most snccessful of these later inventions was the Columbian press, invented by George Clymer, of Philadelphia,
about 1817, which certainly indicated the greatest improvement ever shown in one machine for hand printing, and
many hundreds of which, with important later modifications, are still in use throughout the United States. Self-
acting or machine printing presses were totally unknown before the present eentury; and, for many years after their
invention and use in England, all that were used in this country were imported from Great Britain.
Paper was also of necessity wholly imported until 1700, and chiefly imported for nearly one hundred years
thereafter. The first paper-mill in the colonies was built in 1690, by William Rittenhouse, at
Paper. Germantown, Pennsylvania, with the assistance of William Bradford, then the only printer in
the colonies southward or westward of New England. Ten years later this little mill was earried
away by a freshet, and the stone mill, erected in its stead soon after, continued to manufacture paper until 1798,
under the auspices of the same family. How far in the enterprise of paper-making William Bradford was in
advance of the country generally may be inferred from the fact that the first paper-mill in New England—a region
which was settled by the English a half century before Pennsylvania—to wit, that at Milton, Massachusetts, was
not erected until 1730, about forty years after the one in Pennsylvania.(d) The whole history of this first paper-mill
has been carefully collected by Horatio Gates Jones in his Historical Sketch of the Rittenhouse Paper Mill. In 1770,
according to Munsell, (¢) there were forty paper-mills in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware,
Papermills at the which were supposed to make £100,000 worth of paper annunally. At the breaking out of the
revolution. revolution there were three small paper-mills in Massachusetts, and one in Rhode Island out of
repair. (f) The paper these mills could makefell far short of the demand, and much of it was miserably
manufactured, it being often taken from the mills wet and unsized. Rags were scarce, and were collected and
transported with great difficulty. The manufacture of paper was further checked by the great difficulty of finding
skilled workmen to carry it on. The paper-makers, like the printers, were long in increasing, because the uncertainties
attending the business were so great as to deter men from undertaking it, either as a trade or with a view to the
investment of capital.
Stillmore important, as a repressive influence, was the cost and difficulty of securing type for printing enterprises.
It was not until 1772 that a regular type foundry was established in America, although there
Type. had been at least two previous unsuceessful efforts in that direction—one in Boston, about 1768,
by a Mr. Michelson, from Scotland, and one in Connecticut, a few years later, by Abel Buell. (g)

o Munsell’s Typographical Miscellany, Albany, 1850. b History of Prinling, vol. i, p. 36. ¢ Cyclopedia of Printing, p. 359,

d John William Wallace on Bradford. e Munsell’s Chronology of Paper Making, p. 30,  f Munsell’s Chronology sf Paper Making,
p. 3L

¢ Lhave yet to notice an exceedingly interesting fact in regard to the history of newspapers and printing in Connecticut—a fact which
seems not to be widely known. It is, that the first metallic type east on this continent was the work of an ingenious citizen of this
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Christopher Sower, jr., already mentioned as the first manufacturer of a printing press in America, established
a type foundry at Germantown in 1772. This was eighty-four years after the first venture of
the father, on the same spot, in the manufacture of paper. The materials for this foundry were
imported from Germany, as well as a workman to make use of them. The first font cast here
was a German pica for the printing of a Bible, afact significant in more ways than one. .About the time the revolation
broke out a second type foundry was established at Germantown by one Jacob Bey, who had been a workman.n
the original American foundry. The type foundry established by Benjamin Franklin in 1775 was the third in the
colonies, and the last until the close of the revolutionary war. It was under the management of B. F. Bache,
Franklin’s son-in-law, and was equipped with all the materials needed for making Greek, Hebrew, or Roman type;
but the small demand for types led to its practical abandonment before it contributed substantially to the supply of
types in the country at the time the revolutionary war was in progress. It wasanumber of years after the conclusion
of that war before the United States was able, from its own manufaetories, to supply the better part of the i mcreabmg
demand for types. (a) . .

The printing ink used in this country for many years was almost wholly imported from Europe. Thomas
records that Rogers & Fowle, of Boston, who were engaged in the book and newspaper printing business in 1750,
were the only printers in the colonies who at that time could make good ink. He adds that «“in
the first stages of printing printers made their own ink and types; but the manufacture of Ink
types and ink soon became separate branches of busimess. Most of the bad printing in the
United States, particularly in New England, during the revolutionary war was occasioned by the wretched ink and
more wretched paper whiclh printers were then under the necessity of using 7. (b)

These were the mechanical and material obstacles in the pathway of the rapid introduction of the art of printing
in the American colonies. They were of a character to check and restrain a movement in that direction, which
during the entire century previous to the American revolution had been undergoing remarkable acceleration in
Great Britain, The people of that country were just beginning in this century to discover the possibilities and
the capabilities of the printing press. Books were multiplying, periodical publications were becoming an accepted
element in the current civilization, and the masses of the people were beginring to get the benefits of the art that
Lias done more than all other arts to level and destroy the distinctions of elass and caste.

The first type found-
ries.

SMALL DEMAND FOR BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS.

It is an accepted fact that the development of printing in England and on the continent during the three-
quarters of a century preceding the American revolution was marvelous in degres and in kind, notwithstanding
repressive and increasing government taxation, and found no counterpart on this side of the ocean. The purely
mechanical obstacles which have been summarized were the least important causes of this
slow progress. They were obstacles which the inventive enterprise of the colonists would bave
overcome if the effort in that direction had been stimulated by the promise of adequate reward, but

The colonists' not n
reading people.

(Middlesex) cotnty ; I mean Abel Buell, of Killingworth, He petitioned the general assemDbly in 1769 for aid to establish a foundry, for
tho reason that lie had discovered the art of letter founding, which he said in his Memorial was known but to fow in Europe. He asked for
assistance, ¢ either by lottery orin some other way.” He added that, as a specimen of his abilities, he had caused his Memorial to the general
nssembly to be impressed with types of bis own manufacture. This document, thus impressed, may. be sesn in the state libra-ry at Hartford.
It is o very excellent specimen- of typography, and but little inferior to the best of the present day.

A committee of the assembly took the subjech into considerntion, and reported, in regard to Buell’s invention, tln.t they “‘ are fully
convinced thathe hath diseovered the artof letfer foundmg %, They proposed to let him have £100, ¢ provided he doth not depart from this
colony to inhabit elsewhere.” Buell was requued to give bonds in the sum of £200 that ke wounld return the money loaned by the genernl
assembly after the lapse of seven years.

It does not appear, however; that the foundry was ever erected.  In the Yale college library, in connection with this subject, ave
Jetters from Benjamin Yale, ofIKiHingworth, of the date of Buell’s petition to the legislature, addressed to President Stiles, the head of the
college. Yale solicits the assistance of President Stiles in behalf of Buell, for the reason that he has ** done a great thing for his country
in Jearning the art of compounding type metal and casting type ”. He cautions that liberary funetionary not to let the secret communieated
be known or hinted. He adds: ¢ If you want to have a set of types, you nrust either procure him some old types—or if you could get a
pound or two of bismubh—1I think all the metals of which types are composed are to be had in Ameries, unless it be hismuth, and I very
much suspect that is likewise,” He also informs President Stiles that there were at the time (1769). ‘* near 40 presses in America; that o
set of types cost. £300 sterling, and they do nof last more than seven or eight years. The saving to America [he eonfinues] will be

considerable annually . -——Addless delivered befom the Connecticut Editorial Association, June 20, 1855, by James I, Babeock, of the New 7

Haven Palladiun.

@ David Bruee, in a history of type founding in the United States, saya: )

The history of type founding a8 a business dates no fasther back in this country than 1798, strietly speakmﬂ It i true the introduction of various parcels and
portions of type-founding implements dates almost coeval with the introduction of the earliest printing establishment, simply for the purpose of supplying sorts to
particular oftices; but type founding, as a self-sustaining business, did not exist in this country prior to the date above given, when Messrs. Binnoy & Ronaldson
established thémaelves suceessfully in Philadelphia. Their stroggle for existence in the then limited condition of printing in the Tnited States wns indeed very
severe, and had not-the state of Pennsylvania generonsly donated tlien: the sum of $5,000 it is doubtful if they could have survived the diffienlties they encountered

b The paper and ink used by John Foster, ¢“the first printer of London” (as he is designated on the stone which marks his grave in the
Dorchester hurying-ground), have stood the test of time muech hetter than the materials nsed by our printers a century later, Some of his
election sermons may be ¢alled elegant specimiens of printing. TLike impressions would do no diseredit to our hest printing concerns.—
Munsell. ' .
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‘ i ' ing q i ars striking testimon
that promise was altogether lacking. The colonists were not a reading people. Frauklin bears striking te y

to this fact in bis autobiograply : » ‘ |
At the time [he writes] I established myself in Ph_ilade]ph%a—l‘i??»——t]{ere was no.t a t'goo];l ;)ogkselz)(legsoi}lmg ;1; 5;1‘115;'1::; :llgc(;()ls;lllﬁfdg?
the sunthward of Boston. In New York and Philadelphia the prmterg were indeed statmflexs, ub they sl : y y y
and # few eomuon school-books,  Those who loved reading were obliged to send for their books to England. .
They were far removed from the incentives and the in,ﬂuences which contribute(} to malala ﬂ'defi?él(? %Ll{tb&f; itli 21
pewspapers in a thickly and thoroughly settled country like Fngland, and they .Wele 130t fm yflso ce i -11,1) s colons
a greater concern and interest in what was going on in the mother 901111try than’m the affairsof an gt " Sett%el‘s o
Thus it bappened that long after the making of books had begun in ’gho colonies those few among the o e
cared at all for hooks coutinued to prefer the volumes manufactured in England and sent across the seas, 1& 11)11(5(3
at least as reasonable as those for which the American printers could afford to vend the products of their pr e"s:qes.
It was with newspapers as with books. Those who cared for them at all preferred tl.u‘a sheets which came ao}oss
the water, and were wholly taken up with the details of English and European politics. The early American
J newspapers, exhibiting that instinct which judges so aceurately of the wants of T;he mMAasses,
and is to-day a striking characteristic of the newspaper publisher of the United States,
were almost wholly filled with the details of foreign happenings. The people of one colony
heard from England with greater frequency, and generally with greater interest, than they heard from another
eolony.  We need no further explanation than is conveyed by these facts of the constant complaints of th‘_e early
New England editors that their efforts to supply the colonists with the latest news were rewarded by the failure to
receive in return the money expended to that end. - The circulation of an American-made book, pamplhlet, ox
Hewspaper was necessarily limited almost wholly to the town in which it was published. Mails were infve.qufant
and irregular; commaunities were widely separated as well as sparsely settled; and to venture into the printing
bsiness under such eircumstances was to he a devotee or a fanatic, and there were not many such among the
ten il women who laid the foundations of the American republie. The scarcity of practical printers among the
eolonists hus attracted the attention of historians. Those who knew the trade had learned it in England, and
for yeurs after printing presses were introduced it continued to be necessary to send across the waters for printers
to wan them. When Governor Fletcher tempted Bradford to New York, in 1693, he did it becanse he could find
no printer in all that city, (a) and there were several instances in which rewards were offered to tempt printers into
the sonthern colonies,

oW AP T,

THE FIBST STIMULUS TO PRINTING IN AMERICA.

As the questions out of which the revolution sprang began to engross the attention of the colonists the
eomditions we have related underwent a rapid and eomplete revolution, It came to be seen that the several
eatod chasse i e f:olunies had a common cause, and that the fate of that cause transcended in interest amd
position of the press, | LIDOTEANCE anything that might happen on the other side of the water; that the press was &
most valuable and indispensable anxiliary of this common cause, and that it was the instrument
wost potential to secure unity of opinion and concert of action among the colonists, Men not printers, and not
identified with the business in any way, were brought into closest relations with the press by this political excitement,
and printing thus had the advantage of an artificial stimulus during the years preceding the outbreak of the
revolation, patriotism taking the place of profit as an incentive to new enterprises. '
The American people had just begun to realize the significance and importance of the press as the revolution
broke upon them.  They fonnd themselves at war with the country upon which they had relied for everything in the
et ot the perotation shape of pripted m%lxtter and pr.inting materials, with no adequate provision for supplying
upom American ripting,  ICMSEIVES with the instrumentalities for producing their own printed matter. The specimens
of the art which came from the colonial presses during the continuance of the war gave
abmndant evidence of the primitive appliances and the crude and unskillful workmanship, But the revolution was
of inmmu}able service to the art in this country in two ways. It educated a generation of readers, and it evolved
4 generation of mechanies ready to supply those readers and quite as skillful as any of their English rivals in the
invention of improved processes and the execution of good work. For a long period after the termination of the
rmwzslmi(mmy stroggle the lot of the American printer, in whatever department it was cast, was not an easy one.
T{fzrm- who conld afford to buy books in any quantity still preferred the book of English manufacture, and venture
m}v’:r venture in the making of books of a higher grade than ordinary met with disastrons failure, The constituencies
of the few newspapers which proved their right to live, by surviving the cruel ordeal of the war, continued to be
small and noresponsive, and the utility of the periodical press as a medinm for ad vertising had not, yet’been discovered.

# Tl followiog entry appears on the council minntes of the provinee of New York:

Headowd in Cowmel], That if u Printer will eome and settle in the city of New York for the printing of onr acts of Assembly and Publick Papers, he shall be

aiiwmed the wam of £4, emrrent wopey of New York, per annnm for hi ’ o s s
Wrpnl 4, 30, ~Commei) simntes, vi, 152, » per anumm for his salary, and have the beneflt of his printing hesides what serves the publick.

Arriving in New Yok, Bradford was immediately appointed royal printer.

S
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The prices paid for paper and printing material continued to be ruinously high, and men who had passed the better
part of their lives in the business were compelled to confess that tlhe result was complete failure in the pecuniary
sense, and that it had been a life of hard work, constant anxiety, unnumbered embarrassments, and seant rewards.
Of course there were occasional exceptions. In his autobiography, Benjamin Franklin, discussing the circumstances
which induced him to establish a new newspaper in Philadelphia, speaks of the only journal then existing in that
city, which was Andrew Bradford’s, as ‘“a paltry thing, wretchedly managed, and yet profitable to him”. The
well-known antipathy between the two great Pennsylvania printers must be remembered in considering the import
of this criticism, The fact that Bradford had found the printing business profitable is established. Frauklin
speaks of him later on as “rich and éasy, and caring little for the business”. He undoubtedly made the greater
portion of his money out of the general printing business rathier than out of the newspaper. Franklin lhimself,
notwithstanding the adverse circumstances under which be began the Dbusiness for himself in Philadelphia, by
rigid econonty and indomitable industry very soon succeeded in paying for his establishment and amassing a fairly
comfortable competence. But even Franklin turned very early from the exclusive attention to his printing office
to supplement his earnings by the office of clerk of the colonial legislature, and later by that of postmaster. These
and some other exceptions to the generalrule do not alter the truth of the statement that the oceupation was one of
hardship and penury, ¢ the business of the printer,” to quote from Franklin’s autobiography again, “Dbeing generally
regarded as a poor one.”

THE RELIGIOUS AND THE POLITICAL PAMPHLET.

The characteristic literature of the early colonial period, indeed, was neither the book nor the periodical, but
that intermediary form known as the pamphlet. The pamphlet form was still a popular though no longer a
prevailing method of publication in England, and it was natural, in a new and rude country, for
the literature to take this fragmentary and transient shape. The colonists were not equal to
book writing or book making, and they had no need for newspapers. Their demands upon the
printing press were few, and were made at distant intervals for the most practical of purposes.” Thus, while the
pamphlet met their wants and constituted the bulk of their literature, its most common appearance at the beginning
wag in the shape of the almanac. The second issue from the first Cambridge press was an almanae, and there are
more almanacs than all other classes of pamphlets combined, excepting only sermons, in the bibliography of
colonial literature. Some of these almanacs met with enormous sales for that day, sixty thousand copies of Ames’
famous almanac, printed by John Draper, being annually sold in the New England colonies. (a)

The bibliography of the epoch (3) reveals the fact that the great bulk of the publications of the early printing -
presses, other than almanads, were in painphlet form; that is to say, they were rude, unbound publieations, of less than
one hundred pages each, generally not more than twenty-five to fifty, and they arrange themselves into two grand
groups—the religious and the political tract or pamphlet. In the earlier days of colonial settlement the religious
pamphlet naturally predominated ; it was in line with the prevailing tendencies of the colonial mind, and consisted
of the publication of a famous sermon or a contribution to some of the many prevailing religious controversies, an
exhortation to severer living, & denunciation of some prevalent vice, or a tract or waif sent out upon its proselyting
mission. There exists a list (¢) of three hundred and eighty-two of the publications of Cotton Mather (believed
to be far from complete), nearly all of which were single sermons, controversial letters, or tracts of a theological
complexion. The list of the publications of Increase Mather includes eighty-five titles, principally sermons or
similar traects. The fecundity of these celebrated divines was exceptional, but the direction of their efforts was
not exceptional.

As the colonies progressed toward their political destiny the religious pamphlet, while it continued important,
was relegated to the secondary position, and the tract became the most common method of intercommunication
among the men who were profoundly concerned in the problem of the political destiny of the American colonies.
These tracts or pamphlets usnally took the form of letters, and were signed by fictitious names, They formed, indeed,
the great bulk of the colonial literature immediately preceding the revolution, and are almost the only feature of it
which is worthy of recognition as forming a distinetive colonial literature. Miscellaneous writing continued to
be either a faint reflection of the cultivation of the old world or nondescript in its character and utterly unworthy

Colanial pamphlet lit-
erature,

o Thomas, i, 126...

b The second edition of Thomas’ History of Printing in dmerica contains in an appendix a catalogue of publications prior to the
revolution in what is now the United States. There are in the list 7,683 entries of titles, of which nunber nine-tenths, at leasst, are of
pamphlet or fract publications. This catalogue was the work of Dr. Samuel F. Haven, jr., of Worcester, Massachusetts, one of America’s
most accomplished antiquarians. The work of compiling this catalogue of titles, starting from the basis of memoranda left by Isaial
Thomas, was not complsted at the time when Dr. Haven dropped his antiquarian work in response to the call of his country, in whose
cause he sacrificed his life. The editors of the second edition of Thomas’ History published the catalogue just as Dr, Haven had left it.
Thus it happens that the late Joseph Sabin, in his Bibliography of dAmerican Bibliography, describes this list of ante-revelutionary
publications as being *“far from complete”, and adds, with truth, that ¢‘ a reference to Sabin’s Distionary of Books rclating to America would
have furnished many titles now eutirely omitted”, Careful comparison of the entries in this list and in Sabin’s Dictionary reveals several
hundred titles omitted in the former. As a rule, they are of the tract or pamphlet order, and of unpretentious character.

¢ Life of Coiton Mather, by his son, Samuel Mather. Boston, 1729,
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in its attempts at originality, a conclusion to be drawn after considering the industrious efforts of Moses Coit
Tyler to reseue early Awmerican literature from oblivion and elevate it to permanent dignity. («) ’__Ehe type of
fragmentary literature represented by the politieal pamphlet was not ouly developed out of all proportion to every
other form of literature except the religious in colonial America, but exhibits in its best aspects the tendencies
and peculiarities of the American mind, and at the time took immediate rank with the enltured writing of uropean
statesmanship. This was before an American book, outside of politics, had ever been read or heard of on the other'
side of the Atlautic. (0)

The pamphlet era of colonialliterature has been spoken of as the formative one. This form of publication was not
chosen for the reazson that it was the best, but because it was the only form available, As the newspaper developed
in importance the pamphlet slowly but surely made way before its onward march. The burden of the publication
of the pamphlet rested solely upon the aunthor, and he counld not, and did not, look for reimbursement Dby sales.
Its cireulation was correspondingly limited, and it was, moreover, necessarily accidental, as it was without organized
and regular methods of reaching the hands of those to whom it was addressed. These methods the newspapers at
once supplied, and the amalgamation of the political pamphlet and the newspaper became speedily complete, adding
to the importance of each. They gave publicity to the views of the political writers of the time without involving
cither them or the newspaper publishers in expense on account of them, and came in time to be an expected and a
distinguishing feature of the periodical press, The latter crowded the pamphlet out of the field, and has held its
own against it ever since, as it is right and natural that it should. Undoubtedly the pamphlet, with its popularity,
stimulated the priuting industry of the colonial epoch, and was a great instrumentality in preparing the way for
the more rapid establishment of newspapers. As the colonies approached the verge of the revolution the nnwber
of political writers increased rapidly, but their writings found circulation almost entirely through the medium of
the periodical press, »

THE FIRST NEWSPAPERS.

The first English newspaper printed in America was issued from a Boston press in 1690. Itis a significant
commentary npon the subseqnent rank growth of periodical literature in the United States that this pioneer paper
was immediately suppressed Ly the authorities of Massachusetts. It was “entitled Publick

Publick ecurrances.  Oecurrances, both Foreign and Domestick, and, for the reasons named, never reached the dignity
of a second number.(¢) It is doubtfnl, therefore, whether the real date of the birth of

American jonrnalism is not fourteen years later, as given by Thomas, because of the establishment of the Boston
News-Letter on April 4,1704. (d) It is worthy of attention that it was during the series of years in which the printing
prers was gradually getting foothold in the American colonies that the determined and finally successful effort to

a A History of American Literature, 2 vols., 1676-1763. By Moses Coit Tyler: 1879.

b In the varly schools of the colonies the American mind was soon educated to  point in the seience of polities mueh in advance of
the contemporary culture of Europe, and it produced, along with this intellectual progress, a literature the vigor and even sometime
elegance of which became the admiration of some of the first publicists and statesmen of England. Of course the remains of this early
literature are very seant.  Before the revolution of 1776 few books were printed in America, and most of the school-books came from England,
The political Jiterature of the eolonial ers was necessarily or conveniently traetarian, taking the form of pamphlets and letters and other
comparatively light and perishable forms of the presa; yet many of them were perishable only in the conventional sense, and the
eontroversial pamphlets of colonial politics, the prints of Franklin and Witherspoon and Price, the tracts of Adams, the Farmer's Letters
of Diekingon, and the Common Sense of Paine take rank with » literature that in more modern times has been thoughtworthy of preservation
in the best binrds of the binder's art, and Muminates the libraries of our scholars. It would he interesting to collect these produetions of
the colonial period, in & sense more exteaordinary than that of reclaiming strays and fugitives in the general literature of our conntry.
The form of literature, so fur as print and paper are concerned, is very insignificant, and in some sense the digtinction between the pamphlet
awd bouk s merely mechanieal; yet this minor literature (using the eomparative term as only that of the printer’s art) attaches some
peentiarities which give it frequently a character sui generis. 'This is remarkably so in one form of literature even lesser, mechanically,
than the paraphlet, and one which was formerly much in fashion in our polities, The modern facilities of the press and the multiplieation of
its uses huve been the oceasion of the decay of what at one time figured largely in the communication of ideas, and especially those concerning
politieal affairs. We refer to the elaborate letter, or epistle, in times wherein the means of miscellaneons print were less abundant and
ML Were wont tu eompose long dissertations in communications to their friends, designed, perhaps, to go the rounds of a circle of
aequaintances. * % * * Beyond the letters of Franklin but little has been rescued from what was almost the exclusive department
of our literature in colonial times, Mueh of it must have Leen destroyed in the perishable form of manuseript, or has passed heyond the
region of discovery, * * * % Ttigto be observed that America has reversed that order which has comm:)nly been ‘observed in the
prmlur:-t%mm of uuation’s gening, Aasa general rule of history, the poet precedes the statesman, or, in more general phrase, the arts are anterior
},“& tﬁn::mm stienee.  This rule we see remarkably reversed in the intellectnal development of Aweriea.—Tylev's History of American

e ire, .
beond peradvent ‘ - I : paper was ac jw. Iy published at the date given would séem to be established
yond peradventure by the references to it in the colonial annals of Massachusetts. :

m‘ymd g:‘l‘: ;'zf&m‘;j“_@“i‘fﬂl"ﬂliglrk printed in the c;olunies' was a repub]icatio?l of an English gazette in 1696 in N ew York by order of the

governor, The eireurstance is thus detailed by Governor Fleteher in a letter fo the lords of trade, dated May 30, 1696 ‘A ship
:f}ifj?fmg 0 this place from Madera hflPI’il}' met at sea that vessel which had your Lord’s packet for Vir;giuia, & brougife me' a Cazett
m::; R&Zg&f;ﬂ:tﬂhﬁ :;Zgil?itu;f :;lgfi‘mr:gleconsguaci against His Liaje:sty’s Sacrgd person. I c::msed it to be repriuted here, & procla-mution ‘

! province.”—Documentary History of New York, iv, 150,
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secure the abolition of the censorship of the press was in progress in the mother country. («) The general system of
censorship was established in England by a decree of the star chamber, dated June 11, 1637, :
which remained in force during the eivil war, and was confirmed by act of parliament in 1643. Censorship of the press.
It was against this act that Milton wrote his Areopagitica, a Speech for the Liberty of Unlicensed
Printing. The act expired in 1679, and thereafter any person might print, at his own risk, a history, a sermon, or a
poem without the previous approbation of any public officer. But the_courts continued to hold that this liberty
did not extend to gazettes, and that by the common law of England no man not authorized by the erown had a
right to publish political news. This view of the common law was accepted without dispute in the colony of
Massachusetts. Tour days after the appearance of the Publick Oceurrances it was spolken of in the general court as
a pamphlet which came out ¢ contrary to law, and contained reflections of a very high nature?”, () and it thereupon
strictly forbade ¢ anything in print without license first obtained from those appointed by the government to grant
the same”. (¢} This short-lived pioneer of the American press was published by Benjamin Harris “at the London
coffee-house”, and was printed for him by Richard Pierce on three pages of a folded sheet, one page being blank,
two columns to a page, and each page being 7 by 11 inches. It wasintended to appear month]y, and the journalistic
notions of its projector were fully set forth in the following prospectis:

It is designed that the Countrey shall be furnished once a month (or if any Glut of Oecurrences happen, oftener) with an account of
such considerable things as have arrived unto our Notiee. In order hersunto, the Publisher will tako what pains
he can to obtain a Faithful Relation of all such things; and will particularly malie himself beholden to such Persons Prospectus  of  the
in Boston whom be knows to have been for their owu use the diligent Qbservers of such mattors, That which is  *Publick Qecurranecs.”
herein proposed is, First, That Meniorable Occurrents of Divine Providence may not bo negleeted or forgotten, as
they too often are. Secondly, That people everywhere may better nnderstand the Circumstances of Publique Affairs, both abroad and ab
lLiome; which may not only direct their Thonghts at all times, but at some times also to asgsist their Business and Negodeations. Thirdly,
That some thing may be done toward the Curing, or at least the Charming of that Spirit of Lying, which provails among us, whoreforo
nothing shall be entered, but what we have reason to believe is true, repairing to the best fonntains for our Information, And when there
appears any material mistake in any thing thatis collected, it shall be corrected in the next. Moreovor, the Publisher of these Ocenrrences
is willing to engage, that whereas, there are many False Reports, maliciously made, and spread among us, if any well minded person will

a The newspaper press cannot be said to have had an existence in England until tho oxpiration of tho law which subjected the press
to a censorship, May 3, 1695, Within a fortnight Harris announced that the Intelligence, Domestic and Foreign, suppressed fourteon years
before by tyranny, wouldagain appear. Ten days later was printed the first number of the Baglish Courant. Then camo the Packet Boal
from Holland and Flanders, the Pegasus, the London Newsletter, the London Pest; the Flying Post, the Old Postmasier, tho Pegiboy, and the
Postman. These first English newspapers were not superior typographically to their humble imitators across the Atlantie, and hardly
superior in a literary pointof view. On these points Lord Macaulay sanys in his Hisfory of England: At first these nowspapers were
small and mean-looking. TEven the Posthoy and the Pogtman, which seem to have beeun the best conducted and thoe most prosperous, woere
wretehedly printed on seraps of dingy paper, such as would not now he thought good enongh for strect ballads, Only two numboers came
out in a week, and a number contained little more matter than may be found in a single column of a daily paper of our time, What iy
now called a leading article seldom appeared, except when there was a scarcity of intelligence, when the Dutch mails were dotained by
the west wind, when the Rapparees weve quiet in the Bog of Allen, when no stage-conch had heen *stopped by highwaywen, when no
nonjuring congregation had heen dispersed by constables, when no ambassadlor had made his ontry with & long train of conchoes and six,
when no lord or poet hiad heen huried in the Abbey, and when, consequently, it was difficult to fill up fwo pages. Yot the leading nrtieles,
though inserted, as it should seem, only in the absence of more aftractive matter, are by no means contemptibly writton.”

b Buckinghan's Reminiscences. ‘

¢ In 1662 some veligious pamphlets were published by the colony, which the general conrt or some of the ruling clergy judged rathor
too liberal and tending to open the doors of heresy, and regular licensersof the press were tlierefore appointed at that time. Tho anciong
records of the colony show that Major Daniel Gookin and the Rev. Jonathan Mitchell were tho first appointees under this rogulation,
A year later, May 27, 1663, the regulation was rescinded and the general court ‘‘ordered that the printing presse Lo at liberty, as formorly,
until this court sha}l take further order, and the late order is hereby rvepealed”. The effect of this repeal scoms to have been a return to
the publication of somewhat free-spolen pamphlets. The government immediately beeame alarmed again, and the following rigid ediot
was subsequently passed : '

At a General Court ealled by order from the Gtovernour, Deputy Governour, and other magistrates, held at Boston 19th of October, 1864, Tor tho preventing of
Irregularyties and abuse 1o the anthority of this Country, by the Printing Presse, it is orderod by this Court and the authority thercof, that theoir shall no Printing
Presse be allowed in any Towne within this Jurisdietion, but in Combridge, nor shall any person or persons presume to print any Copie but by the allowance firat
had and obtayned nnder the hands of such as this court shall from tjme to tjme Impower; the President of the Colledge, Mr. John Shearman, Mr. Jouathan Mitehelk
and Thamas Shepheard, or any two of them to survey such Copie or Coppies and to prohibit or allow the same nccording to this ovder; and in onse of non.observanco
of this order, to forfeit the Presse to the Country and be disabled from Vsing any such profession within this Furisdietion for the tjme to Como. Provided this ovder
ahall not extend to the obstruction of any Coppies which this Court shall Judge meeto.to order to be published in Print,

At the same time a law was passed that *‘no printing should be allewed in any town within its jurisdiction otcopt in Cambridge”.
This was subsequently so modified as to permit the use of a press at Boston, and a person authorized to conduet it.

The government not only required eonformity to this law, but even exercised a power behind and ahove it, as on an oceagion whou
the licensers had permitted the republication of a book written by Thomas 4 Kempis, entitled Imitation of Clpist, oto. Tlis treatise was
presented tothe court in the session of 1667 as heretical, and immediately the following order was passed: ‘This court being informed
that there is now in the presse reprinting a book that imitates of Christ, or to that purpose, written by Thomas Kempis, n popiqh minister,
wherein is contained some things that are lesse safe to e infused amongst the people of this place, Doe comend to the licensors of the presse
the more full revisale thereof, and that in the meane tjme there beno further progresse in that worle.”

Daniel Fowle, one of the best printers and the best known men in Now England in that time, was arrested in 1754, on'an or(lcr from
the house of representatives, and taken before that body, on suspicion of having printed a pamphlet entitled .[‘Iw xl[onstcr of ﬂllmsm-s by
"Tem Thumb, jr., which reflected on some of its ‘members,
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Dbe ati the pains to trace any such falss Report, so far as to find out and Conviet the First Raiser of it, he will in this Paper (unless just
Adviee be given to the contrary) expose the Name of such person, as A malicious Raiser of a False Report. It is supposed that none will
dislike this Proposal, but such as intend to be guilty of so villanous a Crime.

Harris is spoken of by Thomas as the fifth printer in Boston, and previous to and after his journalistic venture
he was engaged in printing, chiefly for the booksellers. Two years after the suppression of his Publick Ocourrances
he was appointed by (zovernor Phipps “Printer to his Dxcellency the Governor and Council”?, and printed the acts
and laws of Massachusetts in 1692 and 1694,

There was nothing significant about this first journalistic venture, except the manner of its sudden demise, It
was an enterprise conceived by a printer lately from London, and modeled after the sheets which were at that time
beginning to be of comparative frequency in the British capital.

The second American journal appeared April 24, 1704; it was printed by Bartholomew Green, (w) and
published and edited by Jobn Campbell, then poatrmster of Boston. It was called the “Boston News-Letter,
publisbed by authority”, and was issued every Monday. Its beginning was nearly contemporaneous with the

appearance of the first Scottish gazette, and it appears to have been the natural outgrowths of

Boston News-Letter. 2 series of news-letters (modeled after the similar letters that had long previously been sent
regularly from London into the provinces), which Campbell, by virtue of his official character
as postmaster, had been in the habit of preparing and sending to the governors of the several New England
provinces. Nine of these letters have been preserved.(d) They embody, in concise form, & digest of the most
recent news received from across the water and the events in Massachusetts bay, with occasional
Postmasters as cditors,  political or other suggestions; and they doubtless conveyed the first intelligence of these events
to the distant points whither they were sent. It was a function which a postmaster, as a center
of intelligence, naturally assumed; and it is not surprising that, for a long period after John Campbell established
his News-Letter, a newspaper was regarded as a natural adjunct of a post-office. (¢) The second paper in the colony
was established in 1719 by William Brooker, immediately upon his appointment to succeed Campbell as postmaster
of Boston, and was called the Boston Gazette. TFour postmasters in suceession conducted the Gazetfe, and the post-
office may fairly be called the godfather of American journalism.(d) Besidethe News-Letter and the Gazette, established
by postmasters, the Boston Weekly Post Boy was founded, in opposition to the Gazette, by Ellis Hushe, immediately
upon his being appointed postmaster in 1734, James Parker, postmaster of New Haven, established the Gazette
in 1755, and Bepjamin Mecom, postmaster, published the same journal in 1764. The Providence Gazetie was
established by John Carter, who had been postmaster hefore the revolution. James Parker, the fonnder of the New
York Gazette and Weekly Post Boy (1742), was comptroller of the post-office, and was subsequently accused by
William Weyman, who had been his partner, and who began a rival Gazette in 1759, of giving orders to post-riders
not to circulate this new journal. William Hunter, the publisher of the Virginia Gazette, was also the postmaster.
During a considerable portion of the period in which he conducted the Philadelphia American Weekly Mercury
Andrew Bradford was postmaster of that city; and the office was indeed, if we can accept Franklin’s statement,
“an important adjunct of the newspaper. As he held the post-office, it was imagined that he had hetter opportunities
for obtaining the news, and his paper was thought a better distributor of advertisements than mine, and therefore
had many more; which was a profitable thing for him and a disadvantage to me, for the’ I did receive and send
papers by the post, yet the public opinion was otherwise; for what I did send was by bribing the riders, who took
them privately, Bradford being unkind enough to forbid it, which occasioned some resentment on my part; and I
thought so meanly of the practice that when I afterwards came into the position I took eare never to imitate it.”

@« Five days after fown mecting was issued in Boston the firsh newspaper published in North America. This was the Boston
News-Lelter. The proprietor and publisher was John Campbell. He was postmaster of Boston, and this office gave him snperior facilities

for the circulation of & newspaper. Nicholas Boone was associated as publisher.—Samuel G. Dralke’s Hislory of Bosion,

The first newspaper established in North America was the Boston News-Lelter, the first number of which appeared on Monday, April
24, 1704. The contents of the News-Letier during the whole of Campbell’s proprietorship are chiefly extracts from the London papers.
The little that has the appearance of having been written by the editor is clumsily composed, with no regard to punctuation or grammatical
construction. The News-Letter was regularly published for nearly seventy-two years.—Buckingham’s Reminiscences, vol, i.

The prospectus of the News-Letter, as printed in the first issue, was as follows:

ADVERTISEMENT.

This News-Letteris to he continned weekly, and all persons who have Houses, Lands, Tenements, Farms, Ships, Vessels, Goods, Wares or Merchandise, &¢.,
to be Sold, or Let, or Servants Run-away, or Goods Stole or Lost; may have the same ingerted at 2 Reasonable Rate, from Twelve Pence to Five Shillings, and not to
exceed: who may agree with John Campbel, Postmaster of Boston.

All Persons in Town and Country may have said News-Letter every weel, yearly, upen reasonable terms, agreeing with John C’ampbal, I’ostmaster, for the same

b They are addressed to Governor Fitz John Winthmp, of Connecticut, bearing dates from April to October, 1703, and are preserved
in the collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society. :

¢ Newspapers were at first carried free in the mails. In 1758, ‘‘ by reason of their great increase,” they were charged with postage atb
9d. a year for 50 miles and 184, for 100 miles,

d Postmasters started the first fwo papers in Boston, and succeeding postmasters seemed to claim a right to such publications, or at

least to think a newspaper was an appendage to their office.—~Thomas.

E)

R
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This extract from the autobiography undoubtedly tells the real secret of the great tendency of postmasters to
become the editors of the colonial newspapers, as well as of the great advantages they derived from the office in the
matter of distribution.

For fifteen years Campbell’s News-Letter continued to be the only newspaper printed in the colonies. He met
with innmmerable difficulties throughout this entire period,and received but little encouragemeny o
from any source. The population of Boston was 8,000 when the first number of the News-Leiter mfﬁfu‘ﬂﬁt;’: the Bos-
appedred ; and in Angust, 1719—fifteen years later—Campbell declared, in one of his frequent

“appeals through his paper for a better support, that he *can not vend three hundred at an impression, tho’ some
ignorantly concludeshe sells upwards of a thousand; far less is he able to print a sheet every other week, without
an addition of four, six or eight shillings a year, as every one thinks to give guarterly, which will only help to pay
for press and paper, giving his labor for nothing. * #* * * Ttis afforded by the year, or by the piece or paper,
including the difference of money, far cheaper than in England, where they sell hundreds, nay thousands of copies
to a very small number vended here?. '

Such proportions between circulation and population reveal at a glance the inhospitable field in which this
pioneer labored. Neither the times nor the people were well adapted to the creation of a new want of this character.
The settlers had lived along without newspapers, and continued to so live after the latter were at hand. There were
few stirring events going on in their own midst of which they required the periodical chronicle, and the news from
England and Burope interested them only in a general way, and therefore they were content to know it by word of
mouth, at second or third hand, whenever it should happen to fall to their lot to hear it. The newspaper was of no
aid to them in their respective business, and there was not the remotest probability of the Neiws-Letter containing any
first announcement of an event which affected the value of their properties, or even worked ‘a rise or fall in the
markets. The marvelous development of the later-day journalism is due not more to the increased popular
intelligence or the greater energy and enterprise of its conduetors than to the fact that the changes in business and
in business methods have made our whole commercial life dependent upon the information which is conveyed from
continent to continent, from city to city, from interest to interest, from individual to individual, throngh the medinm
of the public press. This contrast can be made more striking by glancing at the contents of Campbell’s paper. At
one time he expressed his regret that he found himself “thirteen months behind in giving the news from Burope”.
‘When he did give it, it was in the shape of transeripts from the London Gazette, the official organ of the British
government, which never contained anything the publication of which was not sanctioned by the government.
Issue after issue of the News-Letter was almost wholly filled with the formal proclamations, the verbose addresses
of deputations, and other like official matter, which then, as now, was very dull reading, espeeially when ¢thirteen
mounths late”. There were rarely advertisements in the paper; and it was not until after the revolution that the
newspaper came to be generally recognized as the most natural and direct method of business communication with
the public. Campbell’s powers of composition were limited, and in the matter of home or colonial news e generally
counfined Limself to the record of the arrival and departure of vessels and an occasional brief account of & fire or
the death of a eitizen. The dreary mouotony of the files of the News-Letter (a) during the entire period in which it
was the only American journal affords a sufficient explanation of its admitted failure in a finaneial point of view.

Mechanically, it was more creditable to America, in comparison with similar work then done in England, It
was printed sometimes on a half-sheet folio, sometimes on a full sheet of post paper with a small-pica type, and
oceasionally one of the fonr pages would be left blank. There were a number of weekly papers published during
the last census year in the United States, and specimen copies of which are contained in the census file, which in
mechanical appearance and in the quality of paper used compare unfavorably with the Boston News-Letter.

THE MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL PRESS.

Upon the removal of Campbell from the post-office, in 1719, he met with his first opposition, his sueccessor
fonnding the Boston Gazette. The serene temper displayed in the journal for fifteen years was for the first time
ruffled by this opposition, and the chagrin.of the editor was not concealed from the public. The Gazeite was owned
and conducted by five persons, all of them successive postmasters, between 1719 and 1739, when it was merged with
the New Bngland Weekly Journal, a paper that had been established in 1727. A day later than the first issue of the
Gazette, the third newspaper in the colonies, and the first outside of Boston, was founded in Philadelphia, the
American Weekly Mercury, “Printed and sold by Andrew Bradford, at the Bible, in the Second street, and John
Capson, in the High street, 1719-720.7 Bradford was then the postmaster of Philadelphia, and the son of William
Bradford, who established the first colonial printing office out of New England. \

In 1721 the fourth paper appeared in Boston, its first issue dated August 7. It was called the New England
Courant, and was established by James Franklin, who had recently lost the work of printing the News-Letter for
Campbell. The father and many friends of Franklin are said to have been inimical to his proj ect,
“.supposing that one newspaper was enough for the whole continent, and apprehending that
another must occasion absolute ruin tothe printer.” (b)) Nevertheless it had been left for Franklin

The New England
Courant.

@ A complete file of the Boston News-Letter for the seventy-two years of its existence is preserved in the eollections of the New York
Historical Society.
b Thomas’ History of Printing.
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first to introduce into journalism that versatility which now began to create something of a public demand for this
weekly vehicle of intelligence. He began by denouncing the News-Letter as *a dull vehicle”, and continued by
attacking the government of the province and its principal agents, the clergy and private individuals, in a
free-handed manner entirely out of consonance with the spirit of the age. The controversy with the clergy grew
out of a difference of opinion respecting inoculation for the small-pox, a practice which the Courant opposed by
argument and by ridicale. The Mathers—father and son—were lampooned with a virulence seldom seen in the
press of the present day, and the result was an Address to the Publick, by Dr. Increase Mather,
in whicli the Courant was denounced as “a wicked libel”, and the wrath of God was called down
upon the head of its editor. This controversy was followed by repeated attacks upon the
government, which, in 1722, received the notice of the general council. A committee was appointed to consider
and report on the subject, which found as follows :

The tendency of said paper is to mock religion and bring it into contempt, that the Holy Seriptures are therein profusely abused, that
tho reverend and faithful ministers of the Gospel are injuriously reflected upon, His Majesty’s government affronted, and the peace and
good order of His Majesty’s subjects of this provinee disturbed, by said Courant; and for precaution of the like offense for the future the
committee humbly propose that James Franklin, the printer and publisher thereof, be strietly forbidden by this court to print or publish
the New England Courant, or any other pamphlet or paper of the like nature, except it be first supervised by the secretary of this province. (a)

The next issue of the Courant appeared in the name of Benjamin Franklin, and for three years thereafter, and
probably until the suspension, the younger brother was the nominal publisher, although he does not appear to have
remained with the paper during thatperiod. The device was sufficient to elude the supervision of the government,
and the Cowrant continued, with hardly less freedom fhan before, its rough- and frequent criticisms upon the
institutions of the provinee. But the effect of governmental opposition was fatal to the Courant. The contributors
to whom it had been indebted gradually dropped away; the paper ceased to interest the public, and finally perished
for lack of support. The Philadelphia Mercury, at the time the only newspaper in the colonies out of Boston,
commented with just severity upon the re-establishment of a censorship in Massachusetts; but in the way of
liberty the publisher of that paper had little to boast. Not a year before, on account of some offensive article, he
had been summoned before thé governor and council and compelled to make a humble apology, receiving at the
same time an intimation “that he must not presume to publish anything relating to the affairs of this or any other
of His Majesty’s colonies without the permission of the governor or secretary”. (b)

During the nine years of its existence the Courant received and published communications on a variety of topics
from a number of persons, the friends of its publisher. Thus it seb a fagshion that soon became a prevailing one in
the colonial papers, and opened the way for a larger and higher field for journalism than that which Campbell had
marked out in the News- Letter,

When Green suceeeded Campbell as the publisher of the News-Letter, in 1723, he announced that he proposed
to extend his publication to the ‘“history of nature among us, as well as of all foreign and
political affairs, and, agreeable to this design, hie desires all ingenious gentlemen, in every part
of the country, to commumea’oe the remarkable things they observe; and he desires them to
send their accounts post free, and nothing but what they assuredly know ; & they shall be very gratefully received
& published. So that this paper may serve for the philosophical transactions of New England, as well as for a
political history; & the things worthy of recording in this as well as in othier parts of the world may not sink into
eternal oblivion, as they have done in all the past ages of the aboriginal and ancient inhabitants”, Green followed
the example of Franklin in this respect.

This was the beginning of the outside communication to the press, which soon developed into its most prominent
feature, involving the contributions of public men to the discussion of the current political questions, and for several
years before the revolution many communications from able writers on the side of the government and some oi' its

firgt officers, under various signatures, appeared in the Boston News-Letter.
mﬁ‘%;:f;“;e‘;fe Lo Bos: When Thomas Fleet took possession of the Boston Weekly Rehearsal, in 1733, he blocked
out a field of literary usefulness for his journal in the following ambitious announcement:

The Gentleman who first set up and has hitherto been interested in this Paper, having now resigned all his Right and Interest
therein into the hands of the Subscriber, the Subscriber thinks himself obliged to give publick Notice thereof, and informs all such as have
talen, or may hereafter take it, that as he has settled a Corresp()lxtlepce with Gentlemen in London, and most of the prineipal Towns
within this and the neighbeuring Governments, and is favoured with the aéquaintance of many intelligent Persons in Boston, he doubts
not but he shull be able to make the Relkearsal as Usetul and entertaining as any of the Papers now published. And the better to effeot
it, requests all Gentlemen in Town or Country who may be possessed of anything new or curious, whether in the Way of News or Speculation,

worthy the pulblick View, to send the same to him, and it will be gratefully received and communicated for the Entertainment of the
Polite and inquisitive Part of Mankind, The publisher of this paper declares himself of no Party, and invites all Gentlemen of Leisure

James Franklin and
the colonial government,

.
Enlarging the ficld of
colonial journalism,

a In Council, Joly 5th, 1722. Whereas in the paper called the New England Cowrant, printed Weekly by James Franklin, many
passages have been published Doldly reflecting on His Majesty’s Government and on the Administration of it in this Province, the
Ministry, Churches and College ; and it very often contains Paragraphs that tend to fill the Readers’ minds with vanity to the Dishonor of
God, and disservice of Good Men.

Zesolved, That no such Weekly Paper be hereafter Printed or Published without the same be first perused and allowed by the
Secretary, as has been usual. And that the said Franklin give security before the Justices of the Superior Court in the Sum of 1007. to e
of the geod behaviour to the End of the next Fall Sessions of this court. Sent down for Concurrence. Read and Non-Concurred.

b Hildveth’s History of the United States, i, 395, first series,
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and Capacity inclined on either Side, to write anything of a political Nature, that tends to enlighten and serve the Publiclk, to communicate
their Productions, provided they are not overlong, and confined within Modesty and Good Mannera; for all possible Care will be taken that
Nothing contrary te these shall ever be here published. And whereas the publishing of Advertisements in the Weekly News Papers has
heen found of great Use (espeeially in such as arc sent thro’-all the Governments as this is) this may inform all Persons, who shall have
Occasion, that they may have their Advertisements published in this Paper upon very easy Terms, and that any Customer for the Paper
ghall be served much cheaper than others. And whereas the Price of this Paper was set up at T'wenty Shillings per Year, and so paid till
this time; the present Undertaker being willing to give all possible Encouragement to his Readers has now reduced it to Sixteen Shillings ;
and offers all Gentlemen who are willing to hold a Correspondence, and shall frequently favour him with any thing that may tend to the
Embellishment of the Paper, to supply them with one constantly free from Charge. And considering it is impossible for half a Sheet
of Paper to contain all the Remarkable News that may happen to be broughtiin upon the Arrival of Ships from England or other extraordinary
Occurrences, the Publisher therefore proposes in all snch Cases, to Print a Sheetof what he judges most Material, and shall continue to send
the Paper to all such as have hitherto talken it, until he is advised fo the contrary by those determined to drop it, which he hopes will not
Dbe many.

The New BEngland Journal, 1727, was furnished with miscellaneous essays on moral rather than political topics
by literary gentlemen. Governor Burnet is supposed to be the author of a series which appeared in its third year.

The Boston Independent Advertiser, 1748, was supplied with well-written essays, chiefly political. A number of
gentlemen associated themselves for this purpose, among them Governor Samuel Adams. They were all whigs, who
advocated the rights of the people against the government. Indeed, the principal purpose of the Advertiser came
ultimately to be political discussion, as the means to arouse the people of the province to maintain their rights.
The address of the proprietors to the public is as good a declaration of the widest scope of colonial Journahsm as
ean be found. It reads: v

As our present political state affords Matter for a variety of Thoughis, of peculiar Importance to the good People of New England,
we purpose o inserfevery thing of that Nature that may be pertinently and decently wrote. For ourselves, we declare we are of no party,
neither shall we promote the narrow and private Designs of any such, We ave ourselves free, and our Paper shall be free—free as the
Constitution we enjoy—free to Truth, good Manners, and good Sense, and at the same time free from all licentious Reflections, Insolence
and Abuse. Whatsoover may be adapted to State and Defand the Rights and Liberties of Mankind, to advanee useful Knowledge and the
Canse of Virtue, to improve the Trade, the Manutactures, and Husbandry of the Country, whatever may tend to inspire this People with a
Jjust and proper Sense of their own Condition, to poiut out to them their true Interests, and rouse them to pursue if, as also any Piece of
Wit and Hunor, shall at all Times find (free of Charge) a most welcome reception. And altho’ we do not altogether depend upon the
casual Benevolence of the Publick to supply this Paper, yet we will thankfully receive every Thing from every quarter conducing to the
Good of the Publick and our general Design,

The Massachusetts Spy, 1771, was filled with essays in the whig interest, and in 1775 it began to publish
Robertson’s History of America, completing the whole in about a year, This was followed by a history of the
revolutionary war,

The custom of forming a club to write politial and literary articles for newspapers was quite common in colonial
days. Besidethe Hell-fire Club, which contributed to Franklin’s New England Courant, a similar club of gentlemen
in Boston wrote for the Weekly Rehearsal, founded by James Draper in 1721, evidently at the
suggestion of its members. At the head of this club was Jeremiah Gridley, afterward attorney-  Jowmalistio clubs.
general of the province of Massachusetts and a member of the general court, who was the real
editor of the paper. The receipts of the Eehearsal never amounted to move than enongh to defray the expenses of
publication. Of the Connecticut Courant (1764) Mr. Scudder says that, ¢ with the exception of a scanty abstract
of news, the paper may be said to have been edited by its subscribers—a policy which made such papers very
good reflexions of the feeling of the community. ? («)

Among the contributors to the Boston Gazette, which was the leading and most inflnential organ of tlie
revolutionary party in Massachusetts, were Samuel Adams, Jonathan Mayhew, James Otis, John Adams, Joseph
‘Warren, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Dexter, Oxbridge Thatcher, and Samuel Cooper. Oharles
Carroll was one of the writers for the Maryland Gazette, 1765, the year of the stamp act, and in oilz‘;ﬁtiz;‘jn;lg‘;fgf;‘“e“t
that paper, through his influence, first appeared the famous resolutions of Patrick Henry in the
Virginia house of burgesses, declaring the-exclusive right of the general assembly of that state to lay taxes and
impositions upon the inhabitants thereof. These resolutions were subsequently published in Franklin’s Pennsylvanic
Gazette, in the Newport Mercury, which was instantly suppressed as a traitorous publication, in three Charleston
papers, and in the Boston Gazette.

Thus the colonists learned the divers uses to which the newspaper press might be put, and early made it a
medium for the discussion of the public questions and the dissemination of the pohtlcal opini¢ns which were so
speedily to become controlling in the colonies. (b)

a Life of Noah Webster, by Horace E. Scudder.

b Nearly all of these newspapers were issued once each weel. Many of them were on diminutive sheets, and for a long time all af
them clung to the prudent plan of publishing only news and advertisements, abstaining entirely from the andacity of an editorial opinion,
or disguising that dangerous luxury under pretended letters from correspondents, News from Europe, when it was to be had, and
especially newsfrom England, occupied a prominent place in these little papers, but, necessarily for each one, the affairs of its own colony,
and next the affairs of the other colonies, furnished the principal items of interest. Thus it was that early American journalism, even
thoungh feeble, sluggish, and timid, began to lift the peoplo of each colony to a plane somewhat higher than its own boundaries, and to
enable them by looking abroad this way and that npen the proceedings of other people in this country, and upon other interests as
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THE COLONIAL PRESS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Nevertheless, the number of newspapers did not increase rapidly. We have seen that Pennsylvania had her
first newspaper in 1719—the American Weekly Mercury, by Andrew Bradford, worthy scion of the
Slow growth of the gy dep of the printing press in both Pennsylvania and New York. The Mercury was published
press in the seversl . . . L. . e : . . .
colonies. " by Andrew Bradford, with a temporary association with William Bradford in 1739, until his
death, in 1742, after which it continued to be published ¢“by the widow Bradford” until its
suspension, in or about 1746, This paper was creditably printed and conducted, alike under Bradford and his widow.
It announced its general object to Le the enconragement of trade”, and local news, obituary notices, and the like,
had but small attention in its columns. Foreign news, commercial statistics, custom-house entries, including those
of all the considerable ports along the coast, occupied regularly allotfed space, and there were occasional literary
communications and extracts from English classics. In the meanwhile, December 24, 1728, Samuel Keimer had
established in Philadelphia The Universal Instructor in all Avts and Seciences and Pennsylvania
Guazette, under which pretentious title it was carried on to No. 40, nine months, never with more
than one hundred subscribers,(a) when, for a trifling consideration, Keimer was glad to turn
it over to the more active energy and sagacity of his former apprentice, Benjamin Franklin. Explaining his
immediate snceess, Franklin said: “Our first papers made quite a different appearance from any before in the
province—a better type and Dbetter printed—but some remarks of my writing on the dispute then going on between
Governor Burnet and the Massachusetts Assembly struck the principal people, occasioned the paper and the
manager of it to be much talked of, and in a few weeks brought them all to be our subscribers.” TFor a short time
Franklin published the Gazette twice a week, on Mondays and Thursdays, on a whole or a half
sheet of pot, ns occasion seemed to require; but the semi-weekly was of short duration,
potwithstanding the fact that the Pennsylvania Gazeite, as the journal was now called, becamne
in the course of a few years the most valuable newspaper property in the colonies, cirenlating extensively for those
times throughout Pennsylvania and in other colonies, and compelled several times to enlarge Dby reason of a great
increase of advertisements”. When Franklin practically retired from the management of the Gazette, in 1766, on
acconnt of the urgency of his publie duties, he received from his former partner, David Hall, the sum of £1,000 per
annum, currency, for a number of years,in lieu of his share of the profits of the newspaper and a lucrative printing
business attached thereto. The Gazeffe did good service for the revolutionary caase until the British occupation
of Philadelphia, in 1777, compelled its suspension until after the evacuation. It survived, with another brief
suspension in 1815, until 1824, The Pennsylvania Journal and Weekly Advertiser, founded by William Bradford,
third, December 2, 1742, divided the field with the Gazette until the British occupation, and, like it, was afterward
revived. The Journal made an unsuccessfol venture as a semi-weekly about 1788, and when it was discontinued,
in 1797, 1t was to make room for the Duaily American, a daily newspaper.

As the period of the revolution approached newspapers multiplied in Philadelphia as they did in Boston;
indeed, it may be truly said that Philadelphia, from the first establishment of newspapers there, gave them a better
support, both by subscriptions and advertisements, than was received by the Boston colonial press. The Pennsylvania
Packet, or the General Advertiser, was founded in 1771, and when it returned from Lancaster, after the British
evacuation, in 1778, it was published three tiines a week, becoming a daily paper in 1784, being known after 1736
as Claypoole’'s American Daily Advertiser, and the first daily jourual established in the United States. The High

Dutch Pennsylvania Journal, a weekly German newspaper, was founded by Joseph Crellius as
German colontal press.  early as 1743, and the Zeitung, a second German paper, was founded by Godhart Armbruster,
the German copperplate printer, about 1748, For a considerable period previous to the

revolation there were two German and two English newspapers regularly published in Philadelphia.

THE COLONIAL PRESS OF NEW YORK.

New York, after Massachusetts and Pennusylvania, was the eolony in which the newspaper met with the
greatest success. The venerable William Bradford, then over seventy years of age, began the first newspaper
there, the New York Gazefte, October 16, 1725, (b) It was printed weekly on a foolscap sheef.

prﬁ‘l‘." York colonill g had been tempted to New York by Governor Fletcher in 1693, disgusted with the
© controversies which his printing press forced upoun him with the dominant anthorities of

The Pennsylvania co-
lonial press,

Benjawin  Frapklin's
Gazetle.

precious as their own, to correct the pettiness and the selfishness of mere localism in thought. Colonial journalism was a necessary and a
great factor in the slow process of eolonial union. '

Beside this, our eolonial journalism soon became, iu itself, a really important literdry force, It could not remain forever a mere
disseminator of public gossip or a placard for the display advertisements. The instinet of critical and brave debate was strong even
among those puny editors, and it kepb struggling for expression. Moreover, sach editor was surrounded by a coterie of friends, with active
brains and a prepensity to utterance; and these constituted a sor’ of unpaid staff of editorial contributors, who, in various forms—letters,
essays, aneedotes, epigrams, poems, lampoons—helped to give vivacity and even literary value to the paper.—Moses Coit Tyler, in History
of American Literature, vol. ii, 304.

a Thomas' History of Printing. . .

b On May 20, 1863, the New York Historieal Society celebrated, with appropriate commemorative exercises, the two-hundredth
birthday of #Mr, William Bradford, who introduced the art of printing intp the middle colonies of British America”, on which occasion a
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Penusylvania. He became printer to the government of New York, and his newspaper steadily supported tlio
latter through a period of exciting and bitter controversy. November 5,-1733, (¢) the second newspaper, Joln
Peter Zenger's New York Weekly Jouwrnal, began publication, avowedly ior the purpose of opposing the
administration of Governor Cosby, in the interests of the popular party led by Rip Van Dam. Zenger's jonrnal
may Dbe called the profotype of the American political journal of to-day. Its editor, while somewhat illiterate, was
an excellent printer, and was bold and bright. The columns of his paper were ﬁl]ed with sharp criticism, gibes,
poetical fusilades, and the like, largely the contributions of prominent opponeuts of the government, which so
annoyed the administration that Zenger was finally arrested on an information for libel, and :

bis subsequent acquittal taught the authorities of the colony that the time had passed in which  Zengor's Jowrnal,
the government could exercise unresisted surveillance over the American press. The Jowrnal

continued to be published by Zenger until his death, in 1746, and afterward by his widow and son until 1752,
when it was discontinued. Its title was revived again in 1766 by John Holt with new ’tvpc s and a new printing
apparatus, and the paper soon had an extensive cireulation.

The New York Gazette and Weekly Post Boy had in the meanwhile been esmbhshed by James Parker in
1742, about the time that Bradford discontinued his Gawzette, and it was practically a continuation of Bradford’s
journal, and probably held most of its subsecribers. In 1760 Parker formed a partnership with John Holt.
Afterward Holt published the paper alone for some time, but relinquished it again to Parker '
in 1766, when he started his Journal, taking most of the subscribers of the Gazeite and Post l;‘t“ji‘;;“ Gazette and
Boy to the new paper. Parker died in 1770, and the Gaszette survived him but two years. In
the meanwhile Holt's Journal maintained its ground as an earnest and fearless advocate of the popular cause
until the British took possession of the eity, in 1776, and its columns had many able contributors beside the editon,
After the oecupation the Jowrnal had a migratory experience, being driven from Hsopus to Poughkeepsie, whence
it returned to New York in 1783. There, under the name of the Independent Gazette, or The New York Journal
Revived, it became asemi-weekly, Holt died in 1784. Thomas Greenleaf, who purchased the establishment of the
widow, madeit the basis of the first daily newspaper published in New York. This appearedin 1787, and was called
The Argus, or Greenleaf’s New Daily Advertiser.

most scholarly and entertaining address was delivered by John William Wallace, of Philadelphin, Pennsylvania—himself a
descendant of Bradford—in which was presented the most complete record of the work, the history, and the personal character of Willinm
Bradford that has yet beewn written or is likely to be written. The following are among the most striking paragraphs in My, Wallace’s
address :

“The figure of this entcrpmsmg youth, as he labored at his press in these early days, deserves, I think, to make n feature on tho
canvas which shall perpetuate the history of American civilization. In all other countries the typographic art lias been culbivated
beside the supporting walls of palaces, within the protecting close of religions houses, or nuder the fructifying air of patronage and
wealth. Princes have been its nursing fathers and queens its nursing mothers, and nobles and bishops and scholars have watcehed its coaly
progress. Westminster, the venerated abley in which for ages England has crowned her sovereigns, and which shoe conseerates as the
abode of her most honored dead, counts even as one of her distinctions that Caxton rearod lis press within her precinets. Irance,
celebrating the munificence of the Eleventh Lounis, displays, in all the richness of her art and in the costliest products of her Sovres gkill
and taste, upon the windows of her Louvre the monarch who sat beside her press and fostered with his care its flickering light,

“Where rank and wealth and learning have not boen its cheerful supporters the press has languished ov Iiag had to wait for happlor
times. Iven in Massachusetts no book nor paper was issued for eighteen years after the settloment of that province., Virginia and
Maryland forbade the art entirely, William Bradford, establishing his press in these middloe states, presents an exception to all ordinary
history. He hascrossed an ocean and is a thousand leagues away from the genial influences of education and taste.  ILe hasno ‘nssistance
of the learned’ nor any ‘patronage of the great’. No ‘academic bowers’ Iead the way to his humble roof nor bring seholars to watcl his
daily progress. No strains, pealing through long-drawn aisles and swelling the note of praise, vefreshed his spirits, as thoy often must
have Caxton’s, as he grew weary with his lengthened toil. The urches above him are of the interlacing forests, and amidst the primeval
oaks the eurious and wondering Indian watches him in the solitary practice of his ‘mystery’. Fo is printing the wisdom of Francis
Bacon—his essays, ¢ Of Studies,’ e Of Counsel,’ ¢ Of Goodnesse and Goodnesse of Nature,” ¢Of Judicature,” ¢ Of Honour and Reputation, ¢ Of
Ceremonies and Respects,’” HisSacred ‘\Iedxtatmns, ¢ Of the Moderation of Cares,’ ¢ Of Bazrthly Hopes,’ * Of the Church and the Scriptures,’
for the rough trader, whose soul is absorbed iz schemes of gain, or for the poorer colonist, anxious only to build himself a shelter from the
storm or to provide for the day that is passing over his head. His patrons are the ignorant Finlander and Swede and Hollander, whom
Penn is bringing to his colony.  To use his own simple but expressive words, he has ¢ laid out the greatest part of that small stock he had
on materials for printing (which are very chargeable), and coming here found little encouragement; which made him think of going back’.
Unaided he rears his humble press, With his own hand he sets the type. He imposes himself the form; corrects by his own carve the
pages; locks them in fhe chase ;. adjusts the register; and then, applying the full vigor of his arm and turning back the eranl, lifts up the
printed sheet. Behold! (exhibiting to the whole andience.the open volume of Lord Bacon’s Fssays) the genivs of Lord Verulum shines
upon a new world! At such a moment how joyous must have been the emotions of such a man! Measuring them hy the means of their
accomp]ishment, in what other land can the art conservative of all the arts boast so noble a vesult?

‘ This issue of Bradford’s press appeared in 1683, seventeen years before Benjamin Franklin was born, thirty-nine years before ho
established anywhere the printing press. The name of Franklin is widely revered. But the printers’ calling received no addition to its
dignity when the candle-end-saving genius of Poor Richard usnrped the honors which in an earlier day had been paid to the anthor of the
Instauration.”

6 **Muonday, Oct. 5, 1733, was the date of the fivst issuc of the Joumal, but it appears that o mistake of & month was made,—
Hudsov’s History of Journalism, :

3 pn
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A pumber of other journals, most of them short-lived, appeared in New York previous to the revolution. The
most important were the New York Weekly Mercury, by Hugh Gaine, ¢ printer, booksellgr, and stationer,” founded
i in 1752, and Rivington’s New York Gazeticer, or the Connectiout, New Jersey, Hudsow's River, a_nd
Gainc's Weekly Mer- )y ohe WWeekly Advertiser, founded in 1773, Gaine’s paper was one of the best in all the colonies
g in its collection of intelligence, and it gained a comparatively extensive circulation in the
city and surrounding settlements. Butits publisher, likeother publishers of the time, was ready to be upon either
side in the revolutionary struggle if he could be sure it was to be the successful one; but this was not the way to
journalistic suceess at that time. He printed his paper for some time in New Jersey after the British occupation,
but soon returned, and, like Rivington, continued the publication of his paper under the protection of the leing”s
wrmy.  With the close of the war it naturally suspended, after an existence of thirty-one years. Rivington’s Gazetteer
was printed upon a large medium sheet, folio, and was perhaps the best specimen of the typographic art that appearcd
in the colonies before the revolution. His sympathies were warmly with the royalists, and his circulation was
confined to the tory element of the people, The end of the war was the end of the Gazetteer, :

THE COLONIAL PRESS ELSEWHERE,

Before the revolution there were thirteen papers of all kinds started in New York colony, all but one in
the city, and of these four only were in existence at its outbreak. Of these four, all save the Journal were in the
interests of the tory or reyal party, and alone survived the event.

I shall not attempt to follow the early press of the other colonies with any detail. The great bulk of the
newspapers was located in Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York, and their experience elsewhere was evell

more precarious than we have seen it to have been in these three colonies. Maryland was the

Aarslandcolouialyress.  fourth colony in which a newspaper was established, the Maryland Gazette, at Annapolis, being

commenced by William Parks, probably in the year 1727, and continued irregularly until 1736,

Nine years later, 1745, another Gazetfe appeared, and, with the exception of a short suspension in 1765 on account

of the stamp act, was regularly published through the revolution, and is still in existence as a weekly journal, there

by but one other newspaper in the United States which is of prior origin. The third Maryland newspaper, the

mer'yland Journal, appeared in Baltimore in 17 78, and these three constituted the entire ante-revolutionary press
of the state, :

Seuth Carolina and Rhode Island followed Maryland in 1731, The South Carolina Gazette, of that date,
in Charleston, survived but a few months, but another, started in 1734, continued to the revolutionary war, after

which it was revived. Still two other Gasettes were started in the colony, one in 1758, which

Seuth Carcliza.  suspended in 1780, its publisher, Robert Wells, being a royalist; and the other in 1765, bLorn
) into the world for the express purpose of opposition to the stamp act, and published regularly,

Without stamps, after the date upon Which the act was to have taken effect until 1775. :
' The Rhode Island Gazette, the first vewspaper in that colony, continued but seven months in 173233, and wwas
the paper established by James Franklin after the suspension of the Courant and his removal from Massachusetts.
Lbode Teand colpiy L€ Newport Mercury, established in 1758, was able to maintain itself, and has been continuo usly
1T, published up to the date of this report. The Providence Gazette and Godntrg/ Jowrnal, 1762, was
interrupted by the stamp act, but with that exception was a suceessful undertaking, and Qid
“eulons work for the canse of independence. )

Virginia's fivst nem;spaper appeared at Williamsburg in 1736. As an evidence that the influence of the
Vixiaia oot press ;&»lumal p}'&.\'ﬁ_ may easily be exaggerated, there were but two newspapers published in all
Nertk Caroline apa | WSIMA previous to the outbreak of the revolution, one of them surviving only until 1.7 50,

Leamectivat, and the other not born until 1766, North Carolina and Connecticut welcomed their first
o newspapers in the same year {1755}, more than half a century after Campbell’s. venture wwith
the Xews.Letter. '
wmiﬁ l\c'z;?lggog};;:;ﬁ:et{e, ftt N ew Bgl:ue, lived six years, was discontinued, and established again in 1768, and,
it Whe Lape Fear Mercury, was st:ll'laubilbhed at the commencement of the war. The Conmectiout Gazette appeared
u New Haven in 1755, and lived until 1767, ,
ﬁ‘-‘:!«v;:::; iil?;X?é;sl:;‘:thﬁttﬁzstale‘x;:;vs:pageg th‘e, New H’ampshire Gaz'ette, at Portsmouth, appeared in 1756, and Georgia
5 i the git Gazetie a.t Savannal. The Gazette was the only newspaper attempted in Georgia
New Hapehire sl I»x‘ej*zaxzs to the revolution, and, Iike many of its contemporaries, was compelled temporarily to
rorgia, sospend wh(fn the stamp act was passed. New J erseyhad no newspaper until December 3 , YTT77,
rate of Vermont h:(ixe;;gtgig?sgwier:eiré’tcsztz Wa:; estalz}li‘shed , and t_he territory Which afterward be.came the
The first and only 1’)1"e~1'evolu’ciomI‘VP 1‘15&8’)& er flzeDe’I‘or ol Mou.nta'm Dost Boy, 1n 17817'{“; \Vgstmmstm:. (o)
bt % monthe, ) paper m Delaware, the Wilmington Couwrant, estadlished in 1762, lived
o fie Ejfe,,ﬁje close of the year 1765 there had been established in the American colonies forty-three papers of
“‘ 4 "Ii‘!w Vm'r-mmtew were dependent upon the eum“t to carry on their - o T \ )
auwsherivies of New York before and doring the war of the revolution respecting theirdtirt)k?:o 1;]24!31 )?;lls)grttg;;:;:;sgf ‘glal;xfxlcl)i:fi\; I:lsu:;?]d
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which either the record or the visible evidence remains, Of these, one was in Georgia, four in Sonth Carclina, two
in North Carolina, one in Virginia, two in Maryland, five in Pennsylvania, eight in New York, four in Connecticut,
three in Rhode Island, two in New Hampshire, and eleven in Massachusetts. (¢) In the ten years just previous to
the Revolution the number multiplied faster than in any previous epoch of like length, but still not so fast as one,
looking back from this point, would naturally expect.

During the seventy-one years embraced between 1704, the year of Campbell’s venture, and 1775, seventy-eight
different newspapers were printed in the British-Ameriean colonies. Of this number thirty-nine were discontinued,
either occasionally or permanently, and but thirty-nine were actually in process of publication Statlstios of pross pro.
at the commencement of the war, These figures, which are supplied by Thomas, furnish the o to the revalution.
only correct basis upon which to found an estimate of the influence of the newspaper press in
the colonies, and of its share in producing the state of public feeling which culminated in the Declaration of
Independence. Inthe first place, it is obvious that thirty-nine newspapers, all of them, or nearly all of them, published
weekly, and none oftener, was a very small allowance for the three millions of people existing in the colonies in 1775.

It is evident, from an abundance of testimouy, that none of these papers had a circulation that would now he
regarded as even respectable in point of size. Its average was even smaller, in proportion to population, than the
average circulation of the far western newspaper of to-day, which encounters a rival at nearly Chroulation of coloial
averyvillage. We have already quoted Campbell’s testimony tothe effect that he printed but three ,gwapapers.
hundred copies of the News-Letter per week during the years in which he had the field absolutely
to-himself, The News-Letter existed seventy-two years, its plucky proprietors carrying it through the gathering
storm of the revolution with tory principles. It was the only journal printed in Boston during the siege, and it
only surrendered when the British evacuated the city. But, notwithstanding their pertinacity, its proprietors never
made a profit out of it, and it may be questioned if a thousand copies of a single issue were printed during the entire
seventy-two years. Franklin’s Qourant was frozen out, after a hard and brilliant struggle of seven years, by want
of sufficient support. :

From 1747 to 1759 there were but two weekly papers, Parker’s Gazette and Gaine’s Mercury, printed in New
York city. Rivington, of the New York Gazetteer, informed his readers in 1773 that each impression of his Weekly
Guazetteer amounted to 3,600 copies. A census of New York was taken in the same year, which
showed its population to be 21,876 people. Itis probable that Rivington was guilty of the more Now York.
modern device of exaggerating his circulation. ' '

November 1, 1780, Thomas, in his Worcester Massachusetts Spy, issued an appeal for more
generous gupport, in which he said: ‘

For twelve months past the number of customers for this paper has been so small as to be by no means adequate to its support,
by which means the printer has absolutely sunk money by its publication. Books, schools, and neswspapers are hecome too much neglected,
and of consequence the rising generation will he great sufferers thereby if these necessary things, which tend to learning, are not more
encouraged.

It further appears from this notice (b) that the subscribers were in the habit of stopping their subseriptions in
the winter tiwe, and Thomas threatened to accept a proposal to remove his establishment to another town if more
subscribers, who would continue through the winter months, were not forthcoming.

Mr. Thomas puts the average circalation of the four newspapers which were printed in Massachusetts (all in
Boston) in 1754 at 600 from each press. The total list of subseribers to his Massachusctts Spy in 1771, on the
occasion of its conversion from a semi-weekly to a weekly paper, upon his own authority, was less than 200, although
it increased rapidly from that time, until in two years ‘its subscription list was larger thmr that of any other paper
in New England”.

The great mortality among the colonial press—just one-half of the whole number established suspending before
1775—is the conclusive evidence of small and unprofitable circulation, although the high cost of materials, especially
paper, the stamp aets in Massachusetts and New York, and the oppressive supervision of the authorities, mast also
be taken info consideration in accounting for this mortality.

POLITICS OF THE COLONIAL PRDSS

‘Then not all the press was political, and not all the press that was political was whig. Several journals
permitted the revolntion fio break over their heads without alluding to the cansés which were in operation to bring
it about, and a number occupying relations with the government authorities through their )
acceptance of the public printing were neutral in their attitude or violently hostile to the tof;;r;‘:lt”ﬂ ool the
batriot cause. (¢) Tn his History -y of American Loyalists Sabme nmkes a deﬁmbe statement ot the
pohtlc'll c11v151ou of the colonml pleSS IIe bays R I R R LT S

Massachuseits Spy.
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did participate in these discussions and maintain the right 1o less than five went over to the loyalists in the course of the war. Of the
number first named, two were printed in German and English; and, as apother of the thirty-seven was commenced in April, there were, in
fack, but thirty-one newspapers in the vernacnlar tongue at the close of 1774, Up to the beginning of the strife printing had been con-
fined to the principal towns, hut hostile deeds, 1nte1femng with all employments, caused ﬂle removal of some of the journals to places
more remote, and were the means of interrupting or wholly discontinuing the publication of others. Those that existed at the period of

which we are speaking were very nnequally distributed ; thus, Maryland, Virginia, the two Carolinas, and Georgis, taken together, had hut

one wore than Pennsylvania, and but three morse than qumchusetts In New Hampshire the Gazetic was alone, while Rhode Islaud had

both a Gazeite and a Merewry.  OF the editors and proprietors who originally epposed the right or heeame couverts to the wrong several

sought refige in Nova Seotia and New Brunswick, where they estallished newspapers, which were the first published in these colonies.

The individual responsibility for the position and utterances of the newspaper made it naturally congervative—
a follower rather than a leader. The real contribution of the printing press to the revolutionary cause was through
the medinm of the oceasional tract or pamphlet, to which allusion has already been made.

Let ns not, however, underestimate the services to the patriot canse rendered by the few journals which did
what they could in that cause, and did it with boldness, zeal, and disregard of consequences. At the head of this class

of colonial journals stand the Boston Gazette and Country Journal, founded by Benjamin Edes
thz‘ri‘v‘sﬁfm‘fwf‘;:;:" and John Gill, April 7; 1755, and the Massachusctts Spy, founded by Isaiah Thomas, August 7,

1770, The Spy was started shortly after the suspension of the Boston Chronicle, which had
been founded in 1767, and had rendered itself obnoxious to the whig clement of the community by assailing
the citizens who differed with the advocates of the British administration. Xour other papers were in the
meanwhile regularly published once a week in Boston, viz, the News-Letler, the Evening Post, the Gazette, and the
Weekly Advertiser and Post Boy. Of these the News-Letter and the Weekly Adzzemser and Post Boy were conducted
in the interests of the government. The Gazelte was warmly enlisted for the whig cause, and the Evening Post was
apparently neutral or inditferent, paying little or no attention to political controversy and a great deal to religious
controversy. Under these circumstances there appeared to be great need for another journal devoted to the patriot
cause, while there was very little to encourage the hope of ifs financial suceess. In 1768 the Boston Chronicle
had set the fashion of a semi-weelkly publication, it being the first newspaper published oftener than once a week
in New Bngland. It inereased itsissue from once to twice a week without any addition to the cost to the subseriber,
which was six shillings and eight pence—+but & very small consideration,” according to Thomas, ¢“for a newspaper
on a large sheet and well excented,” Mr, Thomas proposed to publish his paper three times a weelk, on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays, and did so publish it for three months, giving his readers a quarter-sheet twice a week
and a half-sheet onee a week. At the end of that period the tri-weekly was replaced by a semi-weekly, which ran
for three months longer, when, that also proving unprofitable, the enterprise was started anew, on March 7, 1771, as
aweekly. This was printed on a whole sheet, royal size, folio, with four columns, and was alarger paper than any that
had thus far been published on the continent, There are few weekly newspapers now publislied in the United States
which do not contain from three to twenty times the amount of reading matter for which there was room in the
columus of the Massachusetis Spy. '

The §py was supplied with communications from the ablest political writers of the day. It began by admitting
controversial articles upon both sides of the great question, but its leanings were so clearly whig that the loyalist
element gradually withdrew altogether from its subscription lists, and the Spy thereafter devoted its entire energies
to the furthering of the patriot cause. Sowe of the contributions in its columns were powerful and effective specimens
of argument and inveetive, notably those signed ¢ Centinel”, “Leonardas,” and ‘“Mucius Scevola”. In the
meanwhile John Adams, Josiah Quiney, jr., and other patriots onh less distinguished, were regularly contributing
to the colummns of Bdes & Gill’s Gazette and Country Journal the series of papers on political questions which
produced the most marked influence in shaping and stimualating the public opinion of the time. In the columns of
this newspaper “every innovation upon the chartered privileges of the colonies was examined, reviewed, reprobated,
and condemned with a freedom whieh knew no fear and a severity which despised all control . (a)

It was in January, 1775, that John Adams began the publication in the Gazette of the celebrated series of
paypers signed “ Novanglus?”, in reply to the contributions of Jonathan Sewell, published in the News-Letter, and
signed “Massachusettensis”, Mr. Adams’ series ran through several months of the most exciting period just prior
to the outbreak of hostilities. They often filled two or three pages of the Gazette, and their singular clearness of
reasoning and vigor of style gave them a wide circulation, and made them, on the whole, the most cogent expression
- of the case for the revolutionists which found the light of the types in the colonies.

The contributions. of Josiah Quiney, jr., to the Gazette were hardly less powerfal and eloquent, and certainly
10 less bold, than those of John Adams, They were published over a variety of signatures, and it is probable that
the whole number of them are not identified as from his pen. These and other writers who had begun their
criticisms upon the measures of the government almost from the first establishment of the Gazette, in 1755, continned -
their fize, with incrensing directness. and indignationy:at. each suceessive obnoxiosis aet.of government—the stamp
act, :the massacre, the tea tax, and. the closmg oﬁ the pmt Df Boston—-untﬂ ‘the pluekv 1)11bllsher“(b)'?\'v"ﬁ§ d'riven"b"y

a Buckingham's Pcmunscences, vol.1;p. s
b Gill was noi concerned inithe pabliation of the Gas effe {tﬁ‘t‘f‘ April, 1775 Iu 177
the Cotingniad Joiwnal. ::After the wwar thd :Guretle was suTpaksdd Dy Hidny rw‘afs, and tinghted -
until 1798, wrhen the venerable! piblisher-prilliglied bis'viledietory atid: thib! pm’per did The 'S
where it met with sundry difionltiosFhicl ocetisiohed:tefifporary Bngpenstond; htit] véeloiliin g'frlom theé'@ats of estabhshinent,
oldest journal in Massachusetts.
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the commencement of hostilities to remove his press from Boston to Watertown, where, after a brief suspension,
the Gazelte continued to be published until the evacuation of Boston permitted his return. Mr. Thomas, in the
same way, moved the Massachusetts Spy to Worcester.

Massachnsetts was almost unique in the possession of these journals, so wholly and earnestly enlisted in
the canse of the colonies against Great DBritain; and in estimating their inflnence it is proper to compare
the revolutionary feeling existing in that cclony, where it had these exceptional stimulants,
with the same feeling in other colonies, which were largely without such stimulants. The
difference was not sufficiently marked to justify us in assigning any exceptional influence to
the periodical press in bringing about the revolution. This conclusion is farther justified by the fact that
Massachusetits was the scene of the most aggressive measures of the government, as well as of the first bloodshed,
and that the revolutionary spirit was precipitated there by a certain priority of events.

Prominence of the Mas-
sachusefts press.

COLONIAL NEWSPAPER TYPOGRAPHY.

In their mechanical constraetion and typographical appearance the journals of the colonial epoch differed from
those of the present era quite as widely as in their contents and functions. Until about 1770 they were generally
printed on half sheets of varying shapes and sizes; the earlier size was ordinarily 7 by 9 or
10 inches. The Boston News-Letter of 1704 was printed on a half sheet 7 by 13 inches, Thig  Mechanical and typo-
wag the size of Franklin’s New England Courant, the New Ingland Journal, and several other ﬁ;‘ﬁ,‘;“;‘;‘hﬁﬁl‘{‘jﬁ;;“‘“
papers of the éra between 1720 and 1770. Trequently the publisher of these and other journals ,
varied the size of their periodicals. They would print en a half sheet folio or guarto of different sizes, as they
found it convenient, most of the paper used in America before the revolution being imported from England, and it
often being impossible to obtain uniform paper. Sometimes an enterprising publisher would give his readers an
occasional whole sheet. This practice was first inaugurated by the Boston Gazetie of 1719, bhut it frequently
happened on such oceasions that one entire page would be left blank.

About the year 1760 it became the custom with all or most of the Boston journals to print a whole sheet (crown)
regularly. A caleulation of the number of ems of type in these journals shows the average to have been: for the
half sheets, from 3,000 to 7,000, according to the size of the type; for the whole sheets, 6,000 to
14,000, or about the contents of from one to two columns of the New York Herald of to-day.
There were generally two columus, three-inech measure, to a page, although it oceasionally
happened that one broad column sufficed, or one column occupied the first page and two colamns the others. The
colonial journals varied as widely in their typography as in their size. Many varieties of type were brought into
use: piea, small pica, english, roman, brevier, great primer, and long primer, the latter being the size and style more
commonly used. It was not often that more than one style of type was put to use on one paper, except in the
matter of head lines. Reading matter and advertisements were all printed alike. The latter were rarely ¢set off”
from the literary contents in the early newspapers by rules, and the two-line letter does not appear in advertisements
until near the revolutionary epoch. At that time it began to be customary to use great-primer flowers between the
letters. Trequent use was also made of illuminated letters for capitals.

The composition on these early papers was generally accurate, and the orthography compares favorably with
that of the Buglish press of the same date. In bothcountries the capital letter was nsed with an extraordinary and
unaccountable freedom, the general custom being to capitalize all nouns, and as many other words as possible.

The press-work was also good, considering the character of the wooden presses upon which it was executed.

The eaptions of the colonial journals were uniformly plain, and quite as uniformly contained for a secondary
line the now obsolete legend, ¢ Containing the Freshest Advices, Foreign and Domestick;” and many of the first
papers added the expression, # Published by authority,” by way of indicating that the approval of the anthorities
to the enterprise had been obtained.

Amount of reading
matter,

DEVICES.

A distingnishing peculiarity was the device of the caption. These devices first appeared in the Boston
Gazette of 1719, which was adorned with a cut of a'ship on the right and one of a postman on the left of the title.
These devices were frequently changed. The Guazette, above referred to, which was diseontinued
in 1752, had at one time devices of a postman on horseback (Fig. 1), a pine tree, and a news-  Allgorical devices.
carrier holding a copy of the paper in his hand. They were of the rudest possible workmanship,
and often quaintly inartistic in design and ludicrously nusymmetrical in proportion. At first these devices appear
to have heen used merely by way of embellishment or as distinguishing marks. The successor to the Boston
Gazette, above mentioned, displayed a cut which had been designed to accompany oue of Asop’s fables. M.
Fowle, after establishing the New Hampshire Gazette, appears to have lunckily fallen in with a series of cuts made
to illustrate an edition of Asop, and from time to time he enlivened his caption by substituting one for another of
them, After a while these embellishments came to have either a jonrnalistic or a political significance. Willinm
Bradford’s New York Guzette (1725) was adorned with badly-executed cuts of the arms of New York, supported by
an Indian on either side, with a crown for the crest. Andrew Bradford’s Philadelphia Mercury (1719) had o small .
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figure--of- Mercury,' hearing his caduceus. Cuts of the king’s arms were frequently used, several tory journals
continuing to-display them-down to and into the revolution, The devices were frequently accompanied by mottoes,

often in Latin, and sometimes bristling with the vehemence of the Massachusetts Spy's “Americans! Liberty or .

Death! Join or Die”. The Constitutional Courant, one issue of which was published at Burlington, New Jersey,
in 1765, had in its title a device representing a snake, divided into eight parts, each part denoting a section or
colony, the head and neck representing New England, and the body the middle and southern colonies, and under
it the motto, “Join or Die” (Fig. 2). There was no mistaking the significance of this device. Mr. Thomas

JOIN or DIE

Fig. 1. Fig. 2,

aftérward adopted a modification of it for his Spy. He was also fruitful with his own devices.” He originally used
a cut of the goddess of liberty, seated upon a pedestal. A still later one in the Spy (Fig. 8) is thus explained in
its full allegorical significance by Mr. Thomas himself: :

The device on the left is a figure representing América, an Indian holding the cap of Liberty on a gtaff with the left hand, and in
the right a spear, aimed at the British Lion, which appears attacking her from the opposite shore. That on therightisachain of thirteen
links, with a star in each link, representing the union of the thirteen states; the chain is placed in a eireular form, leaving an opening
for the arms of France, to which the ends of the chain ave attached. Above the arms are two hands, clasped, and directly over them a
sword, with its hilt resting on the clasped hands.

Other devices, like that of the Independent Ledger and American Advertiser of Boston, in 1778 (Tig. 4), were
syuibolical of the union of hand and purpose ou the part of the thirteen colonies.

These devices, indicating with varying intensity of allegory the counvictions and principles of the journals
adopting them, began to disappear from the captions after the revolution and with the disappearance of the causes
which created the political feeling in the colonies. The American press, so far as it has not discarded these titular
emblems altogether, is now content with miniature printing presses, oceasional portraits of Benjamin Franklin, or
goddesses of liberty, which, from an artistic point of view, are not more deserving of praise than the devices which
disfigured the colonial press, )

PRICES OT" COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS,

The ecolonial newspapers were sold at prices which varied according to the location and the currency of that
location. The latter fluctuated so frequently in value that it is not always possible at this date to determine
Drecisely the sum that the publisher regarded himself entitled to receive from his patrons; but

Prices. there is sufficient reason to believe that this sum was a nearly uniform one in the respective
colonies, and that it did not vary greatly in any one colony from the standard established in all

the others. John Campbell, when he founded the News-Letter in 1704, may be said to have established for his own

AR S
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and for subsequent generations the prevailing price of the weekly newspaper. He received the equivalent of $2
of our present currency, but did not think it worth while to advertise his price of subscription in the paper itself.
This was a neglect to take advantage of an opportunity which found several imitators in the subsequent colonial
newspapers. The Boston Gazetie and Weekly Journal (1719) was sold for 16s. a year, and 20s. when sealed, payable
quarterly, and at the value of currency at that time this was equivalent to $2 30 in our present money. The
Amertean Magazine, & monthly periodical of 50 pages, founded in 1743, was sold for 3s,, new tenor, a quarter, being
at the rate of 50 cents, or $2 per annum. The Rehearsal, founded in 1731, was sold originally for 20s., but was
reduced from that price to 16s. when Ileet took possession of it in 1733.

The Boston Advertiser was sold for bs. 4d. ‘“lawful money?”, and the Boston Chronicle (1767) for 6s. 8d.—“but a
very small consideration for a newspaper on a large sheet and well printed,” according to Thomas, but likely to
be regarded as a high price for a similar newspaper in these days. The Christian History, weekly, 1743, was sold
for 2s., new tenor, per quarter, but subsequently 6d. more was added to its price, “covered, sealed, and directed.”
The American Magazine and Historical Chronicle, a monthly of 50 pages, sold for 3s., new tenor, per quarter, the
equivalent of $1 50 per year. Nevertheless, 6s. 84. appears to have been the ruling price at this period, for the
Salem Hssex Gazette (1768) and the Norwich Packet (1773) were vended at that rate. The New Hoampshire Gazette
(1756) was sold for “one dollar per annum, or its equivalent in bills of credit, computing a dollar this year at four
pounds, old tenor”. The Portsmonth Mercury (1765) was sold for “one dollar, or six pounds o. t. per year; one-haif
to be paid at entrance”. Thomas Fleet, who discontinued the Weekly Rehearsal in 1735 and began the publication
of the Boston Hvening Post on a half sheet of large foolscap paper, regarded the prevailing price for newspapers
altogether too low, and in a dunning advertisement to his subseribers he declared:

In the days of Mr. Camphell, who published a newspaper here, which is forty years ago, Paper was bonght for eight or nine shillings
a Ream, and now tis Five Pounds; his Paper was never more than half a sheet, and that he had Two Dollars a year for, and had also the
art of getting his Pay for it; and that size has continued until within s little more than one year, since which we are expected to publish
a whole Sheet, so that the Paper now stands us in near as much as all the other charges.

In Pennsylvania the prices of newspapers were more uniform than in New England. The Philadelphia
American Weekly Mercury, the first paper founded in that city, and the first outside of New England, being the
third in the colonies, was sold for 10s. per annum. The Philadelphia Gazette (1738) was sold for the same price,
as was also the Philadelphia Journal (1766), the Ohronicle (1767), and the Ledger (1775). The Philadelphia Fvening
Post, founded in 1775, and issued three times a week,.was sold at a price of two pennies for each paper, or 3. the
guarter. The Dutch and English Gawzette was sold for 10s. in 1749, when it was a weekly publication, and for 5s. in
1751, when it became a fortnightly publication. The New York Weekly Journal (1733) was sold for 3s. the quarter.
The Virginia Gazette (1766) was 12s. G6d. per year. There was a notable inerease in prices during the war in several
cases, and the New Jersey Gazette, which was founded in 1777, fixed its price at 26s. per annun,

INFLUENCE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR UPON THE PRESS.

Such was the condition and the characteristics of the colonial press at the time of the ontbreak of the
revolution. It had not yet been able to reach the position of a recognized foree in politics and in society. It had
done good service for the patriot cause, but had still been only a secondary element iv the tide ) ) X
that was sweeping the colonies toward independence. Its usefulness was circums.ribed by o ﬂéﬁ‘;g?;iyl:ilfi:f"c“ of
variety of camses, one of which, at least, the revolution did more than aught e.se to wholly &
remove. With the outbreak of hostilities all attempts of the government to regulate and control the publie press
came to an end, and in all the colonies the breaking loose from the control of Englaud seems to have been accepted
as carrying with it the abrogation of the law s and customs inherited from the mother country which involved anything
like a censorship of the press or a governmental control of its utterances. As colony after colony
organized state governments and adopted constitutions for self-government the freedom of | Jretonorbrescehd

_the press, under the restrictions which still obtain for the vegulation of its utterances in ‘
reference to individuals, was recognized as a cardinal point in free institutions. The influence of the revolution in
producing the liberty of the American press, as we understand the meaning of that phrase, has not been generally
recognized, and can only be fully appreciated by a consideration of the restrictions which surrounded its utterances
under the colonial system and the complete independence of governmental control which has ever since been its
birthright. In Great Britainit was many years afterward before this principle was recognized as a fandamental
one. ' -
CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES OF A REE PRESS.

When the Constitution of the United States was framed there was no provision included in it regarding the
freedom of the press, the general convention having left this subject to the common understanding and
established opinion of the people. It is true that Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, on _
May 29, 1787, laid before the convention a draft of a plan of federal government which he had tiihfm{“ti‘;r;ieg:_’“’mu'
prepared, in whleh was included a provision declaring that ““the legislature of the United States
slmll pass no law touching or abridging the liberty of the press?,(a) and that on August 20 of the same year M,

« Debates on the Adoption of the Federal Constitution, as reported by James Madison, revised and newly arranged by Jonathan Elliot,
p-131. Washington : 1845,
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Pinckney submitted to the convention, for reference to the committee of detail, a series of propositions, in which
was included the declaration that ‘“the liberty of the press shall be inviolably preserved”. Neither of these
propositions having been incorporated in the Constitution, the first Congress, by way of amendment to the
Constitution, resolved that ¢ Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or of the right of the people peaceably
to assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances”,

But previous to the adoption of this amendment to the federal Constitution there had been express provision
wade in the constitutions of each of the several states which adopted new constitutions to prevent an abridgment
of the liberty of the press. It is interesting to recall these provisions, and to observe how
carefully they have been preserved in all the subsequent constitutional modifications of the
original states and incorporated in the constitutions of those states which have since been
admitted to the federal union.

The constitution of New Hampshire (1784), article XXIT, declares that “the liberty of the
press is essential of freedom in a state; it ought, therefore, to be inviolably preserved”., This
provision was identically preserved in the constitution of 1792, which is still in force in that state.

Massachusetts. In Massachusetts the declaration of rights prefixed to the constitution of 1780 declares

that “the liberty of the press is essential to the security of freedom in a state; it ought not,
therefore, to be restrained in this commonwealth”; and this declaration of rights remains unaltered and in full force.

The convention which framed the constitution of New York (1777) contented itself with
declaring, ordaining, and determining that “such parts of the common law of England, with
the statutes adopted and the acts of their own legislature, as together did form the law of the colony in 1775, shall
continue, subject to the alterations of the legislature”. They regarded the freedom of the press as established by
the common law., But the second constitution of New York (1821) contained this explicit declaration (article VII,
section 8): .

Every citizen may freely write, speak, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right, and
uo law shall be passed to restrain the liberty of speech or of the press. In all procecutions or indictments for libels the truth may he
given in evidence to the jury, and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was published with good
motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted ; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact.

This significant declaration was introduced into the organic law of New York as a direct consequence of the
large number of libel suits which bad resulted from the exciting politics of the previous years—suits in which a
variety of constructions of the existing law were adopted-and the press was held to have suffered unjustly. The
provision of 1821 still remains in the constitution of New York.

The state of Pennsylvania was more explicit than New York on this subject in its second
constitution (1790), The provision reads: .

"That the printing pressshall be free to every one who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the legislature
or any brauch of the government, and no law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. The free communication of thoughts and
opinions is one of the invaluable rights of man,and every citizen may freely write and print on any subject, being responsible for the
abuse of that liberty, In the prosecutions for publications of papers investigating the official conduct of officers or men of public
capacity, or where the matter published is proper for public information, the troth thereof may be given in evidence; asnd in afl
indietments for libels the jury shall have a right to determing the law and the faets, under the direction of the courts, as in other cases.—

Article 9, section 7. .
This provision was retained in the constitution of 1838, and also in the existing constitution of 1873, with an
important modification of phraseology, to wit:

B.To convicetion shall be had in any prosecution for the publication of papers relating to the official conduet of officers or men in publie
eapamt;y, or to any other matter proper for publie fuvestigation or information, where the fact that such publication was not malieiously
or negligently made shall e established to the satisfaction of the jury.

Provisions almost identieal with the original Pennsylvania clause quoted above were incorporated in the
first constitutions of the states of Arkansas, Alabama, Ilinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Texas.

South Carolina, in her original constitution (1776), committed the privilege to the keeping of the common law

as understood by the people, but the constitution immediately thereafter adopted (1778) containg

South Cavoling, the declaration ‘“that the liberty of the press be inviolably preserved”. This declatation

disappeared in the constitution of 1790, and did not again appear in that of 1865; but in the
eonstitution of 1868, sections 7 and 8, article I, there appears the following :

All persons may freely speak, write, and utter their sentiments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that right, and no
lasw shall be enacted to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In prosecutions for the publication of papers investigating
ﬂ.:lﬂ oft?cml ?ondnct of officers or men in public eapacity, or where the matter publighed is proper for publication, the trnth thereof may he
given in evidence; and in all indietments for libels the jury shall be the judges of thelaw and the facts. (See Pennsylvania.)

The Georgia constitution (1777) declared that “the freedom of the press and trial by jury shall remain

inviolate”, and this provision remained intact in the constitutions of 1789 and 1798. In the
Georgin. declaration of rights of the constitution of 1863 was the following:

Freedom of speech and freedom of the press are inherent elements of political liberty. But while every citizen
may ireely speak, write, or print on any subject, he shall be responsible for the abuse of the liberty.

State constitutions and
the press,

Nesy Hampshire,

New York,

Pennsylvania.
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The same phraseology remains in the constitution of 1868,

The North Carolina constitution (1776) declared ‘‘that the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of
liberty, and therefore ought never to be restrained”. The constitution of 1868 retained this :
phraseology, with the proviso added that ““every individual shounld be held responsible for the North Carolina.
abuse of the same?”, and thus it stands in the constitution of 1876. .

In the bill of rights which accompanied the Virginia constitution of 1776 is the declaration “that the freedom
of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by despotic
governments”, This declaration of rights was re-enacted with the constitutions of 1830, 1850, Virginia.

1864, and 1870, in the latter instrument the clause being added: ¢ And any citizen may
spealk, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.”

The Maryland constitution (1776) in the ¢ declaration of rights” asserted “that the liberty of the press
ought to be inviolably preserved”. This clanse is repeated in the declarations prefixed to the
constitutions of 1851 and 1864, the same gualification guoted in the case of Virginia being Maryland.
added in the last instrument.

The original constitution of New dJersey (1776) contained no declaration regarding a free press, but that

~of 1844 containg this explicit provmmn-——the mOst explicit in reference to the rights of publishers
in libel cases which had been incorporated in the fundamental law of any state up to that time: Now Jorscy.

Every person may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the
nbuse of that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecutions or indictments
forlibel the truth may be given in evidence to the jury, and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and
was published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted, and the jury shall have the right to determine the
luw and the fact,

Substantially this provision, commanding verdiets for defendants where the truth of thé statements complained
of is proven and the motives of publication are justifiable, is now incorporated in the constitutions of New York,
Connecticut, Ilinois, Kansas, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Maine, Ohio, Towa, Nevada, and Colorado.
I other states, where the phraseology of the Pennsylvania constitution is the model, this provision is limited in its
application to publications relating to the official conduet of public officers or men in public capacity.

The first constitution of Vermont (1777) declared as follows: .

The people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their sentiments concerning
the transactions of government, and therefore the freedom of the press ought not to be restrained.

This phrase reappeared in the constitutions of 1786 and 1793, which latter remains the organic law of the
state.

New constitutions were not formed in the states of Rhode Island and Conuecticut upon the declaration of
iudeﬁendeuce, the former state continuing to be governed under its original charter, granted
by the English government in 1663, until this charter was superseded by the constitution of Rhode Tsland.
1542, in which the declaration took this form:

The liberty of the press being essential to the security of freedom in a state, any person may publish his sentiments on any subject,
being responsible for the abuse of that liberty; and in all trials for libel, both civil and eriminal, the truth, unless published from malicious
motives, shall be sufticient defense to the person charged,

This constitution remains nnchanged, except by minor amendment.

The Connecticut charter of 1662 made way for a constitution in 1818, in which appeared a more explicit
declaration than had yet heen given place in any organic law, giving the right to freely speak,
write, or publish, forbidding the passage of any law at any time to curtail or restrain the liberty Connicticut,
of speech or of the press, and finally providing that “in all prosecutions or indictments for
libel the trnth may be given in evidence, and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts,
under the direetion of the eonrt”.

The second constitution of Delaware (1792) provided as follows:

The press shall be free to every citizen who undertakes to examine the official conduet of men acting in a
publie capacity, and any citizen may print on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. In
prosecutions for publications investigating the proceedings of officers, or where the matter published is proper for public mﬁnma.t:on the
truth thereof may be given in evidence ; and in all indictments for libels the jury may determine the facts and the law, as in other cases.

This section is retained without change in the constitution of 1831, and provisions practically identical with
one or the other of those quoted above appear in every.one of the thirty-eight state consmtutlons as they exist
to-day.

The constitution of West Virginia contains one of the exceptional organic clauses relating
to the freedom of the press, as.follows:

No law abridging the freedom of speech or of the press shall be passed; but the legislature may, by suitable penalties, vestrain the
publication or sale of obscene books, papers, or pictures, and provide for the punishment of libel and defamation of character, and for the

Vermont.

Delayare.

West Virginia, |
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Tecovery, in civil actions, by the aggrieved party of snitable damages for such libel or defomation. In proseentions and eivil suits for
libel the truth may be given in evidence, and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was published
with good motives and for justifiable ends, the verdict shall be for the defendant, («)

THE EXISTING LAWS OF LIBEL.

These provisions of the organic law, which guarantee to the press of the several states the sacred right of fres
speech, and accompany the responsibility for the exercise of that right with the privilege of trial by jury upon the
law and the facts, are supplemented in each state by statutory provisions regarding actions for libel, civil and
criminal. Everywlere it is established in our jurisprudence that the guarantee of free speech does not involve the
freedom from those restraints which regulate that speech to the requirements of public decency and public order
and to the protection of private character. The abuse of the freedom of the press has made the United States more
prolific of libel suits than any other country in the world. The law offers every facility to the individual for such
redress for defamation of character as pecuniary damages can bring; and if the experience of the conntry is that

juries are not prone to award heavy penalties in such cases, the fact remains that every publisher,
Newspoper libel snits.  after every issue of his newspaper, is at the merey of any person who may regard himself as
aggrieved by some publication therein, and that many publishers have become involved in
expensive and annoying litigations in consequence of the courageous cousecration of their press to the exposure and
extirpation of public wrongs., While there is no decrease in the universal feeling that public and private rights
demand full legal protection from the malicious publisher, there is an increasing feeling, on the other hand, that
the publisher should be better protected from the malicious prosecutor. The uncertainty of the result in an action
against the proprietor of a newspaper for libel deters many from attempting to pursne this method in the vindication
of their character. This distrust, it will be conceded, does not arise from any indefiniteness or uncertainty in the
iaw, or in the method of its expounding by the courts. On the other hand, there is an increasing tendency,
observable of late years, to resort to the law for purposes which may be deseribed as nearly akin to blackmail and
intimidation, From the standpoint both of the public and the publisher, thevefore, the existing libel laws of
the United States are capable of modifications that will better adapt them to the purposes for which they are
devised, and it is not to be expected that journalism will ever outgrow the tendencies which render it necessary to
throw these legal restraints around the free press of the United States. In a conntry where the establishment of
a newspaper is such a common and easy affair it is to be expected that some newspapers will always exist whose
conduct is not regulated by that secrupulous regard for private rights which has long distinguished the better class
of American journals and is developed to a most admirable degree in the press of England. The nature of our
political institntions and the fierceness of our party polities have always developed in the press a greater freedom of
personal reference, accompanied by Dbitterness and vindictiveness of criticism, than is seen elsewhere. Of this,
however, it is safe to say that there is much less than existed in the early history of American newspapers, while
the gross and vulgar intrusion into private affairs, merely for the gratification of a prurient public taste for
sensationalism and seandal, has long been confined to publications of no recognized standing in the community.

THE PRESS DURING THE REVOLUTION.

The American press, emerging from the revolution with the great advantage of free utterance guaranteed in the
organie law to compensate it for the trials of that ordeal, was compelled to pay to the full the penalty which war
imposes upon all classes of society and all elements of material wealth. It bhad not yet made
Newspaper cireulation  itself & necessity, for its issues were still but once a week, and were therefore, as & rule, behind
ﬁfgﬁ;ﬁ”“e‘”’y“‘”‘m' the news whielh the people were eager enough to learn, but which they found themselves learning
more expeditiously by word of mouth than from the printed page. TFor this reason there was
no such unusnal increase in the circulation of the existing newspapers as ordinarily aceompanies the outbreak of a
war. The information they did convey was necessarily meager, owing to the lack of facility and ability to print or
to obtain details. Journalistic enterprise, as we nunderstand that phrase in these days, was an undeveloped element,
and the cost and difficulties of publication were inordinately increased. Paper was extremely scarce, and toward the
close of the revelutionary war piteous appeals to the people to save their rags for the paper-mills, which necessity
had established in several colonies, began to appear in the prints. Skilled printers were few in number, and there
had ceased to be any fresh arrivals from England and the continent, and worn-out types could not be replenished
except at a cost which was ruinous. These causes prevented that rapid multiplication of newspapers in the sections
not aetnally involved in the war, such as is usually seen in such times.
At the headquarters of the press, in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, other difficulties of an even

a The constitutions of the states and of the United States nse the word press as deseriptive of the free communication of ideas and
sentiments by the art of printing. By the freedom of the press they nndonbtedly intended an nnrestrained use and free improvement of
the privilege of writing and printing in the commnnication of sentiments and opinions on matters of public concernment, governmental
measures, and political procedures; not o licentious and destructive abuse of the privilege insuch a mapner as that wicked and malicivus
men should gratify their resentment, malevolence, and revenge to the overthrow of family reputation and the ruin of their neighbors’
character.—James Snllivan's Dissertation. '
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more serious nature interfered with progress. With the successive occupation of these several eities by the British
troops there was nothing for the publishers of patriotic newspapers to do but to pack up their
accouterments as best they could and make their escape to other points, whence they could not
supply their regular subseribers nor command their ordinary facilities, and frequently they found it -
necessary to suspend pubhcatmn altogether for weeks and months., The most notable cases of
removal were those of Thomas’ Massachusetts Spy, which went from Boston to Worcester; Bdes’ Gazette, removed from
Boston to Watertown, whence it returned after the evacuation; the Newport Mercury, from Newport to Attlebury,
Massachusetts;. and the New York Journal, to Kingston (Esopus), and thence, npon the approach of the British, to
Poughkeepsie. The patriot newspapers printed in Philadelphia at the outbreak of the war were suspended
altogether during the period that the British remained in possession of that city.

The royalist papers published in these cities at the outbreak of the revolution continued to print, generally under
the protection and encouragement of the British authorities; but their difficulties were-hardly less than those of
their oxpelled eontemporaries, as the citizens, sympathizing with the cause of independence,
refused to patronize them, and the meager support remaining compelled several of them tosuspend.
Rivington’s New York Gazetteer, which had “a very extensive circulation?” in the prineipal towns
surrounding from the supporters of the government, was descended upon by a body of armed men in 1775, which
destroyed the press, pied the type, and effectually stopped its publication. Returning to England, Rivington supplied
himself with a new printing outfit, and was appointed king’s printer for New York, Coming again to that city
when the British gained possession, he re-established the Garetteer, under the title of Rivington’s Loyal New York
Guazette, “ Published by James Rivington, Printer to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.” This paper naturaily
suspended for want of support shortly after the close of the revolution, although its editor, by discarding the royal
arms and pledging himself to print an impartial and complete newspaper, stmggled hard to live down the prejudice
excited by his eonduct in the war.

The list of newspapers which were in existence in the colonies in the ye‘u' 1775, as compiled by Thomas, is
probably nearly, if not quite, accurate. It shows them to have been thirty-seven in number, of Whlch one was
located in New H’meshll‘e, seven in Massachusetts, two in Rhode Island, four in Connecticut,
four in New York, nine in Pennsylvania (including three established in the early part of thztt
year), two in Maryland, two in Virginia, two in North Oarolina, three in South Carolina, and
one in Georgia. The complete list is as follows:

Suspension of the Boa-
ton, New York, and Phil-
adelphia presses.

The royalist press.

‘I'ho preas of 1775,

Titles. Taowns. Publishers. Titles. Towns, ; Publishers.
M — \
NEW HAMPSHIRE. PENNSYLVANTA—continned.
* New Hampshire Gazette .....o..oceennn Portsmouth. ..| Daniel Fowle, Pennsylvania Journal .......cocoaaoiian Philadelphia..] W. & T\ Bradford.
MASBACHUSETTS, . *Pennsylvania Packet ...... .- Jeeodo John Dunlap.
Masgachusetts Gazotte and News-Letter.| Boston . .. ....| Margaret Draper. tPemnsylvania Ledger ..o o-vaamvnannnife -..do ... .| James Humphreys.
Boston Bvening Post .oeoneiiveeneit 0 ceeaes L T. & J. Floeat. t Pennsylvania Bvening Post coaneveaoo. Lo ...| Benjamin Towne.
Boston Gazotte ......coviicmennaelodo Edes & Gill. 1 Penngylvania Mercury .....-. (R V) .| Story & Huwphreys.
Massachusetts Gazefte nnd Post Boy o0 cenen....| Greon & Russell. T Miller’s German Paper ... e-.do Henry Miller,
+ Magsachusetts Spy.. eveaaen ol .. Ianiah Thomas. C. Sower's German Paper Germantewn. .| Christephar Sower.
Toss0% GAzatt0 - oeeve it ianei i Salent......... S. & B. Hall. Euglish and German Paper.............. Yancaster.....| Lahn, Albright & Stei-
E88e¥ Journal ..oooiiiiiiii e Newburyport.| Lunt & Tinges. MARYTLAND, ’ not.
RHODE ISLAND, Maryland Gazette .....oovievernen.veeas.] Annapolis ....| Fr.d. & Som'] Green.
*NewDOrt MOrCuIY. oeees ccacaivannann Newport...... Solomon Southwick, AMavyland Jomrnal .oocoomivnniiiiienaan, Baltimore-.... Willinm Goddard.
* Providence Gazette ........ ..~} Providence ,..| John Cartfer. VIRGINTA,
CONNECTICUT, Virginia Gazette. ... .cooociiaiiio o | Williamshurg. | Purdie & Dixon.
* Connecticut Journal. ceenn coenvenann.ns New Haven ..| T. & S. Green. Virginit Gazebte. .« ooveecneeienenoainaaa]aen (Y, | Willinm Rind.
*Connecticnt Gazette. .. New London..| Timothy Green. NONTH CAROLINA.
* Connecticut Conrant .... Hartford...... ‘Ebenezer Watson North Carolina Gazette New Berne ...} James Davis.
Norwich Packotcveerireiiommaeicnnnnns Norwich...... Robertson & Trumbell|| Cape Fear Aercury ....eeueevezees snuee Wilmington ..| Adam Boyd.
: NEW YORK. SOUTH CAROLINA.
New York Mercury New York.... Hugh Gaine. South Carolinn Gazette .......... ..| Charleston....| Peter Timothy.
New York Journal .. ol John Holt, South Carolina and American Genel nl veedlo o ooo... .| Robert Wells,
New York Gazetteer o \ James Rivington. i Gazette. . f
Albany Post-Boy ceuvevrnnrieniencnrmans Albany ....... 4 A. & J, Robertson. | South Carolina Gazette and Country |-...do l Cliarles Crouch.
PENNSYLVANIA. { Jourmal.  popera |
~Pennsylvania Gazetto ... ...... ..... Philadelphia..| Hall & Sellers. J Georgia Gazetto . ...l Savannal..... [ James Johnston.

A star (*) prefixed indicates that they were continned in 1812.

Thosge marked thus (f) commenced in Januwary, 1775; those marked thus (}) in Apri), 1775.

Of these journals eight only were in existence in 1810, when Thomas’ list was first published, many of them
having suspended during the progress of the war, borne down by the cirenmstances upon which we have dwelt,
Five additional papers, not here enumerated, were established during the first year of the war.

An attempt has been made to estimate the number of copies annually printed of the thirty-seven newspapers
of 1775, which places the figure at 1,200,000. The aggregate is reached by the simple process of assigring to cach
of the papers an average weekly cirenlation of abont 600 copies, This average is probably
amply high, and calls for an average weekly issue of all the existing journals of less than 23,000
papers for a population of 2,800,000, in round numbers, or o paper once a week for every 122
individuals. Any value which these figures may be supposed to possess must be qualified by the fact that the
great bulk of the revolutionary papers was circulated in the three cities of New Yorlk, Philadelphia, Boston, and
their immediate vicinity.

Their probable circula-
tion.
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SECOND PERIOD.
AFTER THE REVOLUTION.

The close of the revolutmnary war began the second era in the history of the American press, or the transitional
ery, as I have designated it. Up to this time it had taken firm root indeed, but in a soil which was sterile, where it
survived as an exotic. The United States now entered upon an entirely dlﬂ'erent condition of
affairs, the tendency of which was directly to stimulate the establishment of new journals in , Gommencement of tho
all the settled.parts of the country and to supply them more aclequately with the means of
subsistence and growth, if not of large profits. As business enterprises, newspapers continued to be for many years
uncertain and unattractive; and the circumstances which drew many men into the business, and tended to the
continual multiplication of newspapers, were not of a kind to broaden gheir finanecial basis. («)

POLITICAL PARTIES AND THE PRESS.

With the establishment of independence and the prolonged and exciting discussion which preceded the
adoption of the federal Constitution the people of the United States divided quickly into groups upon issues
which concerned altogether their own internal affairs, and engrossed the public mind in
controversies, soon to become warm, which everywhere demanded methods of public The press aud polisics.
expression and intercommunication. To this political stimulus may be directly traced the
immediate multiplication of newspapers, and ‘the fact that they rapidly attained a degree of influence hitherto
unknown in Ameriea, and probably not previonsly paralleled in the world.() They were born of the friction
generated by intense political feeling, and- were very often established; under circumstances which foredoomed
them to failure as business enterprises, by men carried away by intensity of political opinion or prompted to
the venture by other men, who desired to make use of public prints for political purposes. The neutral and
colorless journal, which had been so frequent before the revolution and during its progress, almost entirely
disappeared, and of the three hundred and sixty-two papers which Thomas found in existence in 1810 all but
seventeen were classified by him as attached either to the federalist or the republican party, most of the
exceptions being either agricultural journals or periodicals of a literary character. The political opinions of @
newspaper not only offered an inducement to subscribers of its manner of thinking, and thus spread the
circulation among many who would not otherwise have taken it, but offered certain other advantages, such as the
petty patronagein printing which political parties are able to supply and the favor, and frequently the sustenance, of
politicians who were in positions of more orless power, Ience it happened that these early newspapers were divided
in their political opinions very nearly in aceordance with the well-known geographical distribution of politics in that
cra. Eleven only of the thirty-two journals published in Massachusetts in 1810 were republiean in politics, only one of

« An episode in the life of Joel Munsell, of Albany, New York, affords illustration of the prevailing metheds of newspaper publication
cven as late as 1827, -In that year he was setting fiype on a weekly periodical, the Musenic Decord, and to oceupy the time when not
thus employed young Munsell determined on issuing a newspaper himself. = In one day along the prineipal business street he procured
150 snbscribers. Ie purchased a small font of types and prepared for business, This paper was called the Albany Minerva, and was
published semi-monthly on a Lalf sheet folded as a royal octavo, TFhe composition was done by Munsell in the back room of a bookstore;
the use of which was paid for his attendance on customers while the clerk was absent at dinner, The paper was worked off at night on a
Ramage press, with balls, in the Record office, and the next morning the editor himself delivered it at the doors of his subseribers.” The
Iabor involved in writing, type-setting, and press-work, all of which Munsell did himself, was so great that only eight numbers were
issued, the first of which appeared January 1, 1328, when Munscll had not reached his twentieth year.—George R, Howell's Memoir of Joel
Munsell, ' ‘ '

-Of the newspapers and periodicals printed or published by Mr. Munsell at various timhes there were,in addition, The 3ieroscupe,
1834, a weelkly journal, which had for some time a considerable circulation, in the publication of which he was associated with Henry D.
Stone; a daily whig campaign newspaper in 1840; a Lady's Magazine in 1842, edited by E. G Squier; The Novthern Star and Freeman's
~Ldvocate (1340) 3 The Spectator (1844), a weekly religious newspaper, edited by Dr, William B. Sprague, which during the few years of its
survival exercigsed a Jarge influence in that portion of the state; The Guard (1845), an Odd Fellows’ jouraal, of which C. C. Burr and John
Tawner were editors; and, in subsequent years, The State Begister, daily; The Typographical Miscellany, one of the earliest periodicals

devoted to printing; The New Tork Teacker, the Albany Aorning Express (1854), and the Albany Daily Stafcsman,  Mr. Munsell was nne of®
the committee appointed by the American Annqummn Society of Worcester, Massachusetts, {o edit and snpervise tLe second edition of
‘Thomas' History of Printing, published in 1874,

b The newspapers of that day exercised an individnal infiuenee over the minds of their readers very far beyond that of the so much
abler jom‘nals of our times, The power and influence of the press as a whole, and even the importanee of the press as a political agent,
have indeed greatly increased; but the effect which any individual journal can produce has very greatly diminished.. In those days the
urora, for instance, penetrated to many localities in which no other prinfed sheet ever made its appearance. Theére were many who nevér
saw any other newspaper, and iis falsehoods and calummnics produced all the effect natural to an uncontradicted statement of fact, At
present the mischief that can be done by falsehood and mnrcpresmﬂﬁou is comparatively limited, dete etion and exposare following too

dose.—Hﬂdrcth’s History of the United Siales, see ond series, vol. n, p. 220,
31
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the twelve papers in Conneeticut, and correspondingly few in the rest of the New England states, throughout which

the federalist party was strong. In Peniisylvania the political division of the newspapers at
tlgi)“féfg’ﬁl‘l‘:‘éc‘l‘f;’:j’; that time was very nearly even, while in Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia, Kentueky,

Tennessee, and Ohio the federalist journals were as scarce as republican journals in New
England. At an earlier date, and when these geographical party lines were more marked, this peculiarity was even
more noticeable. At a date still later the fact that a federalist or republican newspaper existed in a certain town,
either with or withount being able to make a comfortable living there, was apt to prove the sufficient provocation
for the establishment of another journal of the opposite polities. - And thus: they went on multiplying at a much
more rapid rate, considering the relative population, the relative number of readers, and the facilities for distribution,
than they have multiplied at any later date in the history of the country. In New York city especially journal
after journal was established during the first quarter century after the revolution whose sole mission apparently was
to advance the interests of one or another political faction existing there, and whose life went out when the faction
disappeared, if indeed it did not cease hefore, and this process went on, only in less degree, in the other well-settled
parts of the conntry.

The early journalism of this country, therefore,owes much, in one sense of the word, to politics, which may be said
to have been the chief stimulus to its rapid spread for the first fifty years after the close of the revolutionary war, and

until the close of the second era. It was natural that there should have been every inducement to
Muitiplication of news-  pepay the debt, and that polities should thus early have occupied the chief attention of the editors.
Dbers due to pelitiedl T4 was o state of things which brought into the profession a class of men widely different from
those who had been chiefly conspicuous in it during the colonial epoch, The majority of the
latter were men of merely mechanical skill, more intent upon making a living out of their trade as printers than of
Th editors of tho st conset_zmtin g ’thei? energies Fo a pl}bﬁc causg. Wehave Seen ht')w the greater part of the Writ_iug
ond eta. done in the colonial press, either for or against the principle lying at the root of the revolution,
wasg the work of outside contributors—of men who were themselves neither editors nor printers,
but rather the leaders of opinion in their several communities, who weré glad to embrace the opportunity the press
afforded for influencing the public mind. The editor, in the sense that we now use the word, was not a frequent
character, even in such newspaper towns as Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, and this was one chief reason why
the pamphlet, rather than the newspaper, was so vital a literary foree in the revolutionary epoch. The tracts of
Thomas Paine attained a wider circulation throughout the colonies, and were more potent in the crystallization of
public opinion, than all the issues of the periodical press. It was often the case that Benjamin Franklin, who is
conceded to have been the best writer directly connected with the colonial press, while actively engaged in the
bublication and pushing of his journal, put the compositions he regarded as of the most importance in pamphlet
form, in contempt of the claims of the journal whieh brought him his bread and butter, but whose files bear little
evidence of his literary and intellectnal characteristies. Tlis was becanse he knew that he thus secured for them
a wider circulation. The letters composing the Federalist, on the other hand, were supplied by their distinguished
authors to the newspapers of New York city, and in these columuys first exerted their powerfulinfluence in behalf of
the federal Constitution.

The post-revolutionary editors were frequently not printers at all, or they were printers who were also
politicians. Some of them were men of conceded ability, whose writings were terse, pointed, and scholarly; others
weremen who made their points bluntly, and not always with that respect for the amenities of discussion which we
are learning to regard as essential to the printed page. There were among them no trained journalists in the
modern seuse, and very few bold and strong intellects capable of dealing adequately with the large issues
precipitated upon the young repuhblic.

THE ALIEN AND SEDITION LAWS.

It is an historical fact that the men who were chiefly influential in giving its turn and tone to the American
Journalism of the period with which we are dealing were educated in other countries, and came to the United
) States without the training in American political affairs which native-born citizens had received
Foreign-born editors. by reason of the trials and restraints of the revolution, and withount that respect for our young
institutions which inured to the native.(«) William Cobbett was an English refugee; James

Thompson Callender, of the Richmond Examiner, wasanexileforseditious publication in Scotland; and William Duane,

& The apology for the sedition act was the unguestionable licentionsness of the press, which at that time was chiefly conducted by
refugees and adventurers from Great Britain and Ireland.—Appleton’s Cyclopedia, xvi, 162.

At the time of the passage of the alien and sedition acts there were about two hundred newspapers published in the United States.
of thfzse about one hundred and seventy-five were supporters of the national administration ; the remainder were chiefly under the control
of aliens. Although there were eight daily papers in Philadelphia and five or six iu New York, it was seldom that any one had an editor
distinet from the printer and publisher. - One of the lirst papers established on that plan in New York was The Minerva, a daily paper, set
up in 1794, of which thesnpame had been lately changed to The Commercial Adveriiser, It was the ablest paper inthe country on the federal
gide, and was edited by Noal Welster, afterward the lexicographer. Out'of New England the publishersof newspapers were principally
foreigners, They were wiglding a powerful influence by being vehieles for communication with the people by such men as Hawmilton, Jay,
_Ma'«lison, King, Ames, Cabot, and many others ; and in the half century between 1765 and 1815 this peculiar literature of America istohe found
i its newspapers, sometimes coarseand volgar, but always vigorous. EFrom 1790 to 1800 the political newspapers—and they were nearly
ali sugh—'teemed with seandalous personal attacks. ChiefJustice McKean, inhis charge in alibel casein which Cobbett was concerned, said
in 1793: “Every one who has in him thesentiments either of a Christian or agentleman cannot but be highly offended at the envenomed
scurrility that has raged in parphlets and newspapers printed in Fhiladelphia for several years past, insomuch that libeling has becomeo
a national erime, and distingnishes us not only from all the states around us; but from the whole civilized world. Our satire has been
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the editor of the famous Awrora, the anti-federalist organ in Philadelphia, then the national capital, had made
a fortune once as the publisher of an English journal in India. Suppressed by the government, and petitioning
in vain for redress, disgust and despair drove him to seek a new professional career in America, where he
became, perhaps, the most violent and unseemly of the partisan editors. No epithet was so opprobrious that his
types shrank from its use, and no federalist was too high to escape his constant and denunciatory attack. The
republican principles of the elder Joseph Gales involved him in trouble with the English government, and he came
to Philadelphia in 1793, where he became proprietor of the paper which formed the nucleus of the famous National
Intelligencer when the capital wasremoved to Washington.(a) Cheetham,Gray,and Carpenter, New York journalists,
were English immigrants since the rvevolution. There were enough of these foreign-born journalists among the
editors of the period to give them prominence as a class, and the violence of their newspaper writing, while it was
often equaled by that of the native writers, whether connected with the federalist or the anti-federalist press, was
sufficient to occasion the agitation which culminated in 1798 in the passage of the alien and -
sedition laws.(b) While these laws were not nominally directed against the press, their enactment | TheMien and sedition
was largely due to the circumstances we have been relating, (¢) and at once created a

nothing but ribaldry and billingsgate; the contest has been who could eall names in the greatest variety of phrases; who conld mangle the
greatest number of characters, or who could excelin the magnitude of their lies; hence the honor of families has been stained, ihe highest
posts rendered cheap and vile in the sight of the people, and the greatest services and virtue blasted.”—Lossing’s Cyclopadic of Tnited
States History.

a The National Intelligencer was founded at Washington by Samuel Harrison Smith, and was first issued as a tri-weekly on October
31, 1800. Joseph Gales became connected with it in 1807, and continued its editor until his death, in 1860, In 1812 he took into partnership
his brother-in-law, William W. Seaton, by whom the journal was edited until 1865, It wasissued as a daily from 1813 to 1869, when it
was discontinued.

b The inflnence upon American politics exercised at this moment (1812), and for nearly twenty years previously, by a small body of
educated and enthusiastic foreigners wasindeed very remarkable, and may well serve as a eaulion to the nations of Europe. The demand
for printers and editors, especially in the middle states, could not be supplied from domestic sources, and as many of these political
exiles had been connected with the press at home, many of them, indeed, having heen driven into exile in consequence of publications
prosecuted by the government as Iibelous or séditious, they had adopted the same calling in America. Converted thus into mouthpicces
of the democratic party, they obtained and exercised an influence out of all proportion either to their number or their talents.  Randolph
complained that almost every leading press in favor of war was condueted by men who had buf recently escaped from the tyranny or
the justice, whichsoever it might De, of the British government. IIe gave as instances the durera and the Democratic Press, the leading
papers at Philadelphia, edited, the one by Duane and the other by Binns; the Wiig, at Baltimore, conducted by Baptiste Irving, and the
Iutelligencer, at Washington, by Joseph Gales.—Hildreth's History of the Unifed States, second series, iii, p. 217.

¢ The second section of the sedition act, as embodying the only legislation of the Congress of the United States which can be said 1o
have been directed against the liberty of the press, is here reproduced :

And be it further enacted, That if any person shall write, print, utter, or publish, or shall eauge or proeure $o be written, printed, nttered or published, or shall
knowingly and willingly assist or aid in writing, printing, uttering, or publishing any false, scandalous and malicious writing or writings against tho government of
the United States, or either house of the Congress of the United States, or the President of the United States, with inient to defame the said government, or eithor
house of the said Congress, or the said President, or to bring them, or either of them, into contempt or disrepute; or to exeite against them, or either or any of them,
the hatred of the good people of the United Stutes, or to stir up sedition within the United States, or to excite any unlawful combinationa therein, for opposing or
resisting any law of the United States, or any act of the President of the United States done in pursuance of any such law, or of tho powers in him veased by the
Constitition of the United States, or to resist, oppose, or defeat any such law or act, or to aid, encourage, or abet any hostile designs of any foreign nation agsinst the
DUnited States, their people or povernment, then such person, being thereof convicted before any court of the United States having Jurisdicfion thereot, ghall be
punished by a fine not exceeding $2,000, and by imprisonment not exceeding two years.

4 Dissertation upon the Constitutional Freedom of the Press in the United States of America, by ‘‘An Impartial Citizen” (known to have

been James Sullivan), Boston, 1801, contains an elaborate discussion of the relations of the government. to the press in this country,
and presents in judicial form the legal objections to the sedition act as they appearcd at that time, and as forcibly as they have been
stated in any subsequent publication, We quote the body of Mr. Sullivan’s argument : .

¢ The remedies for libels are on a eivil process or on indictment. The former is by an action upon the case for damages. In this
action the plaintiff sues in his private capacity, as a private citizen, and canmake no use of any public official character he may sustain,
excepting merely in aggravation of damages. The courts where such actions are to be litigated are the same as those where any action for
breach of contract or other eivil injury may be maintained.

*The remedy or redress on an indictment is on a different footing.. There, unless the national Constitution has changed it, the
prosecution is to he, not only in the state, but in the county where the offense is commitied, The indietment cannot be for a libel simply
against a public officer. The description of the offense may be aggravated by a malicious intention in the party charged to deprive the
party libeled of offices or honors; but still if is no more an offense against the government in kind, even though the libels are against the
officers of the same, but must remain within the jurisdiction of the state governments, because the party injured, although he is an officer
of the feéderal government, yet remains a subject of and under the protection of thestate where heresides. This will appeartobe exclusivo
on a review of the powers given to the Congress of the United States.

““Noue of these powers seem to include the authority to punish libels, and therefore some very good men have their doubts whether
the general government, can make laws on this subject.

“It is very clear that, considering a libel as a private injury, the Congress can have no authority to enact a law for its definition or
punishment, But yet it does by no means follow that a libel may not be so conceived and published as to be a crime against the
government itself, independent of the personal injury done to the particular subject of it, and when that is the case the goverument ought
%0 possess the power of punishing it on the principle of preserving the Constitution. .

“Any laws which may be necessary to the carrying into effect the powers vested in the national government may be enacted by the
Congress; but if there is no government, or no Congress, there can be no laws made. It is therefors necessarily implied that all things
which onght to be done to preserve and maintain that government which is vested with those authorities, and which may make laws for
their execution, may make laws to preserve its own existence. Should it be said that the state governments will preserve and defend the
existence of the federal government this would by no means e accepted as an answer, because a government depending on another
government for its existence is merely a corporation; it can have no soversignty, and ean he no bond of nnion for a nation. :

‘““The late act of Congress was deficient in its prineiples on these essential points. It went beyond what the Constitution would
warrant. Some of the libels pointed out by the act were such as were written and published against the President to bring him personally
into {lisrepute or contempt, or to excite against him personally the hatred of the people. N

AN Tlée Constitution of the United States has expressly provided that crimes shall be tried in the state where they shall be committed ;

PR ‘
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great connter-excitement throughout the United States. There were about two hundred papers published at
the time in the whole country,(«) and it was believed that from twenty to thirty of these Jjournals, which were

and that in civil actions for damages, where one of the parties is a citizen of o state of which the other is not a citizen, the action may
be commenced and prosecuted in a court of the United States, at the election of the parties. There is in this provision no distinetion in
persons or officers, 'When the geﬂeral government was formed the people might, if they had thought it proper, have made provision for
a President, Viee-President, and all the officers of the general govérnment to bring their suits and prosecutions in the federal courts; hut
no such provision was made, Perhaps the reason was that the general governmentis as much the government of the people as the others,
and must derive its support from the same source, ‘

“The character of the first magistrate of the nation is highly to he respected; and though it may nct be safe in any keeping hub
that of the federal government, yet, as the Constitution has not placed it there, a question on o legal principle does not arige on the subject
Those who are advocates for the late act of Congress against Iibels may feel themselves hurt at these observations, and may endeavor to
guppert their measure DLy argnments supposed to result from powers necessarily implied in the Constitution. Their arguments will be
before the publie, and I am without anxiety at the event, be it what it may ; forX am ready to receive and abide the public judgment, It
Tias been said thab the power of self-preservationis an incidental, constituent part of the government, because a national government must
be a sovereign government of course, and a sovercignty relying on another sovereignty for civil support is an inadmissible idea in polities;
bat it will by no means follow that the right to vindicate the President’s personal character against libels is necessarily incident to the
Constitution, The want of personal characterin a chief magistrate would bean unfortunate circumstance, but governments have existed
very frequently and very well under this dificulty., Should the President bring  eivil action for a libel or other slander, he would stand
on the sams level with otlier actions, and have his trial by the same rules and in the same courts where they have theirs, Should there
be a criminal prosecution for a libel published against him personally, it could not be prosecuted anywhere but in the state courts and in
the county where the offense happens. But if the libel is pointed at him personally, and yet written, printed, or published with an intent
to injure, opposs, or subvert the government of the United States, it takes a new denomination of criminality, and becomes punishable, of
necessity, in the judiciary of that government against which the crime is committed.

*The argument that the Congress have a right to protect the character of the President would with the same prapriety be extended
to every officer and servant of the general government, There can be no government without officers, and there can he no government
without subjects and property. The easewith usis: whether right or wrong must remain under the process of experiment; that we have
from a number of separate sovereign states ecarved out a national general govereignty, limited as to its anthority, over the same persons
and the same property as the state governments have in protection, and what power is not expressly or by a necessary implication given
to that is retained to the several states. Had the Congress enacted that if any person should print, write, or publish any libel against
the President or either house of Congress, with an intent to obstruct, injure, opposé, or subvert the government of the United States, or
to raise gedition against the same, he should be punished, etc., it would have deseribed a new offense, which onght to be punished by that
government., Buf when they enact that when any person shall publish a libel, with an intent to defamse the said President, or to excite
against him the hatred of the good people of their states, without connecting itwith an intent to injure the government, it will be difficult
to maintain the measure by the Constitution,

It may be said that the injury done to the President may be an injury done to the United States. That may or may not be true;
and it may be said that libels against the judges and other servants of the public are injuries to the government. Nagy, every immoral and
vicious thingis an injury to the nation; bub the creators of the federal government are the ereators and the supporters of the others, and
are equally interested in all, and did not choose to invest the general government with all the authority claimed in the late sedition Jaw,
passed by the late Congress. :

‘! This observation will, no donbt, be made, and he echoed and re-echoed from one champion to another, thabif the federal government
cannot protect their President from 1ibels, but must send him to the state courts for defense, we had better give np the national system at
once. This observation, when made, will be the result of the want of consideration. A moment’s reflection will evinee that the general
government is supported by the same peeple who snpport the others; that these will have their influence; and whenever the general
government shall be guided by men who sball attempt a separate interest the public opinion will gradually remove them, until the
connecting balance shall be restored to its constitutional perfoction. The sum of the argument, on the whole, is this:

““That the constitutional freedom of the press does not open the flood-gates of slander.on the members of the civil society and allow
each man to calumniato his neighbor with impunity.

““That a man's reputation odght to be guarded as of the next consequence to his life. . :

¢ That whatever is in fact done by a government, or by any officer of it, in his official capacity or under a pretense of official authority,
may be published to the world without the writer or printers being chargeable for a libel.

‘ *“That the reputation of men in office is as dear to them as that of other citizens is to them, and as much under the protection of the
- laws as the reputation of men in private life is; and that, therefore, a charge against them of bribery or corruption ounght not to be
published otherwise than in a judicial prosecution against them Lefore a proper tribunal, where they may be removed from office or
otberwise punished, according to the demerit of their crime. R

¢“That where a man appears as a candidate for an elective office he exhibits his character for a publie serutiny, and every one has &
right o pullish anything against his election which is not false in fact, but must be answerable for all falsehoods and groundless slandexrs,
as well in civil as in a criminal prosecution. . : .

““That though every one hasa right to publish the procesdings of the government in all ity departments, yet,if the publications are
made of measures which bavenever happened, the writers and printers are amenable, provided that any injuryis done, or may be done, to the
government by #. The fact of writing or publishing being proved, the burden of the proof rests on the defendant to prove the truth of
the facts published, which, if he cannot do, he must submit to punishment, unless he can show that it was innocently done from mere exrror
and mistake, i

“ That though no one can justify the false publication of facts in regard to the measures of the government, yet, if facts aretruly
Published, no one can be punished for reasoning erroneously upon them, or for publishing his reagons, however wrong lie may bein his
conclusions, ’

“That the general government, having the power of punishing libels against the government itself by a necessary inference from the
Counstitution, does by no means give it the power of punishing those which are published against its President or other officers, who are also
the subjects of the state governments, unless the libel is made and published with an intent to injure the government ifself, which intent
must ba averred in the indictment and be found by the traverse jury, or jory of trials; othersvise he cannot be convicted. Asthisdistinction
most plainly results from the Constitution, there can be no doubt but that every candid, sober man will be ready to give it a full force in
his mind, becnuse, were whatever he may with the Constitntion, ho must be content to take it as it is.

*‘And, finally, that a reasonable. constitutional restraint, judiciously exereised, is the only way in which the freedom of the press can
be preserved as an invaluable privilege to the nation.”

a This number is given by Hudson. Thomas says that in 1800 there were * at 1east one hundred and fifty publications of this kind
printed in the United States”, Hildreth states that the exact number is unobtainable, but that it considerably exceeded one hundred.
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violently opposed to the administration of John Adams and its measures, were edited and controlled by aliens. A
number- of prosecutions occurred under these acts, among the most conspicuous being that
of Abijah Adawms, of the Boston Chronicle, who was indicted on the plea that he sold the
papers—he being a bookkeeper in the establishment—which contained libels on the legislature
of Massachusetts. Adams was found. guilty of “publishing only”, and was sentenced to thirty days’ imprisonment
in the county jail, to pay the costs, and to give bonds for good behavior for one year, Some of the most conspicuous
of the prosecutions were brought, not against journalists, but againsgt prominent politicians, Such a case was -
that of Matthew Liyon, a representative in Congress from Vermont, who was indicted and convicted in 1798 on
the charge of having written a letter to the publisher of a Windsor newspaper “abusing in a most virulent manner
the President and Senate of the United States?”, with the intention ¢ to stir up sedition and bring the President
and the government of the United States into contempt”. Charles Holt, publisher of T'he Bee, printed at New
London, Connecticut, was found guilty of defaming the President and discouraging enlistments in the army, and
was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment and a fine of $200. (¢) James T. Callender, editor of the Richmond
Traminer, was tried for a libel on the President, and was sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment and a fine of
$200. There were a number of other convittions under the sedition law, but just how many there is no means of
ascertaining, and many were not of editors or publishers of newspapers. ()

There can be no doubt that these laws were meant to De, and were, a restriction upon the liberty of the press
in the United States, and that, as such, they were wholly repugnant to the popular judgment and feeling. The
alien and sedition laws, instead of effecting the purposes at which they aimed, undoubtedly-
increased the intensity of the partisauship of the American press, and there was less of this
kind of journalism, although still plenty of it, after they ceased to be in effect. However that
may be, the laws stand as the only effort ever made by the government of the United States to take direet cognizance
and regulation of the utterances of the political press, and were altogether the result of the peculiar and critical
polities of the time, when the government was untried and good men actually feared that it was within the power of an
unrestrained press to endanger its perpetuity by undermining the popular confidence in its personnel. (¢) The fierce
partisanship of the press of that era was the reflex of the public mind itself, and it cannot be said of these editors
that they were any worse or any better than the people who read their writings and delighted in their gall and -
wormwood. But as time passed there came, gradually but surely, an. improvement in the tone and character of
the American press.

Of the journalism of this period, considered from a professional point of view, it is not possible to speak in
high terms. Among the editors of that day were many men of great versatility and of marked intellectunal gifts.
Much of the political writing was powerful, and there ean be no doubt that it exercised marlced
and continual influence upon the public mind, frequently leading public opinion, and sometimes
determining important political results. Of journalism in the professional sense there was little,
if any. (d) By this is meant that the business of making a newspaper had not yet come to be regarded as a
profession distinet and clearly defined in itself, and was not pursued by those who sought it with a view to
making it such a profession, men of all pursuits, if they had any literary tastes, regarding themselves as qualified,
without any special training or experience. It frequently happened that they linked it to other occupations,
and as the éarlier editors had been booksellers and stationers, the later ones were lawyers, litterateurs, ministers,
or business men. The profits of most newspaper ventures were small, and, as a necessary congequence, the
remuneration given to men who were employed as editorial writers and managers was uniformly meager. An

« Charles Holt, publisher of Tlle Bee, incurred s fine of $200 under the sedition law in 1800, which Congmss, nemly half a cenﬁmy
afterward, repaid him, principal and interest.—Munsell's Typographioal Miscellany.

b The following quotation, from Henry 8. Randall’s Biography of Thomas Jefferson, fairly represeuts the view of the sedmon law
generally taken by the anti-federalists at the time:

It has been said that the vietims of the sedition law were fow. We do not know the number, but they were surely enough for the
purposes of intimidation. * * * * ‘When we look at the cases and decisions under our sedition law of 1798 we cannot fail to becomse
convinced that its aim and intent were not to prevent or punish real sedition—actnal, open, or secret machinations against our institutions
and laws., Tts manifest object was to shield the federal government from damaging censure, fo arm it with power fo put down political
opposition; in a word, to-confer on it authority during its shorter political tenure about equivalent to that then possessed und exercised
in political affairs by the government of Great Britain.”

¢ Franklin, in the second part of his autobiography, written about the time of the close of the revolution, alludes to the scrnpulons
care he always exercised to prevent the insertion of objectionable matter in his journal; and, commenting upon the changed tone of the
American press, he adds: ‘ Now many of our printers make no scruple of gratifying the malice of individuals by false accusations of the
fairest characters among themselves, angmenting animosity even to the producing of duels, and are, moreover, so indisereet as to print
seurrilons reflections on the government of neighhoring states, and even on the conduct of our best national allies, which may be attended
with the most pernicious consequences,” .

d On the subject of the personal and literary character of the journalists of this epoeh there can be no better authority than Mr, *
Thomas, who lnew personally so many of them and so many of their colonial predecessors, In his History of Printing Mr. Thomas
quotes with approval some remarks from Miller's Relrospect of the Lighteenth Century, in the course of whicl: it issaid: ““In the earlier part of
the century talents and learning at least, if not virtue, were thought necessary in the conductors of public journals,” to which Mr. Thomas
adds the comment: ““This hias not been generally so0 much the case in America as in Europe. From the earliest period too many of our
gazettes have been in the hands of persons who were destituute both of talents and literature, Bufb in later times the number of oditors who
fall under this description has hecome greater than formerly.”—II, 203,
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aceurate impression of the eharacter of the business and the manner of its conduct, especially in the smaller cities
and towns, is given in the following extract from an address containing some account of the early history of the .
Providence Jowrnal ; : ‘

In and abont the year 1820, although there were as many newspapers as the comuunity required, there was no systematic and well-
managed journalism. A printer and publisher, for the purpose of extending his business, put forth proposals and issued a subscription
for a new paper. If the number of subserihers was, in his opinion, sufficient to pay the expense, he engaged a person to edit and supervise
the paper. At that time literary labor of this description was so meanly compensated that no lawyer, physician, or schoolmaster would
undertake the business for merely the monetary remuneration. In the case of the first editor of the Journal there was no demand or
gtipulation for pay. That person saw the necessity of a sacrifice by some one for the advancement of great public interests, and he
consented to a temporary supervision of the Journal. A reference to the early files of that paper, now in the editorial library, will enable
you to estimate the amonat of laber hestowed, It was almost exclusively in the night season that the Journal was edited, as a relaxation
from tlie daily labors of another profession, and it was understood from the beginning that so soon as the Journal could be considered as
securely established anoflier editor should be procured, At the end of the first year the name of the editor was omitted from the imprint
in consequence of the increase of professional business, but he continued for several years thereafter an informal oversight of and
contribution to its columns, for whieh, and for all previous labors, he received the sum of 500,

DE TOCQUEVILLE ON THE AMERICAN PRESS.

It is easy, familiar as we are with the journalism of the present day, to belittle the comparative excellence of that
out of which it grew. An impartial and contemporaneons opinion is therefore desirable, and
has been furnished in the admirable treatise of M. Alexis de Toequeville on Democracy in
Americe, written in 1835. M. de Tocqueville was amazed during his travels through the
United States at the progress of the press, and says:

The nnmber of periodical and oceasional publications which appear in the United States actnally surpasses belief, There is
searcely a hamlet which has not its own mewspaper. The faeility with which journals ean be established induces a multitnde of
individuals o take part in them ; Dbut as the extent of competition precludes the possibility of considerable profit, the most distinguished
classes of society are ravely led to engage in these undertakings. But such is the number of the public prints, that, even if they were a
source of wealth, writers of ability could not be found to direct them all. The journalists of the United States are usually placed in a
very haunble position, with a scanty education and a vulgar turn of mind,

From this severe commentary the eminent Frenchman turns to a discussion of the methods and the influence
of the Ainerican newspaper, and continues:

The will of the majority is the most .general of laws, and it establishes certain habits whieh form the characteristics of each
peculiar class of society. The characteristics of the French jonrnalist consist in a violent, but frequently an eloquent and lofty manner
of discussing the polities of the day, and the exceptions to this habitual practice are only occasional. The characteristics of the American
journaliﬂt consist in an open and coarse appeal to the passions of the populace, and he habitually abandons the principles of political
science to assail the characters of individuals, to track them into private hte, and diselose all their weaknesses and errors.

And yet again:

The personal opinions of the editors have no kind of weight in the eyes of the public; the only use of a journal is that it imparts a

knowledge of certain facts, and it is only by altering or cllstorf:mg the statement of those facts that a journalist can contribute to the
support of his own views.

In contrast with the harshness of this generalization and the conclusion, elsewhere reached, that ¢ the power
of the press is much greater in France than in the United States”, M. de Tocqueville concedes, “notwithstanding
this limitation of the resources of the press,” that “its influence in America is immense. It is the power which
impels the circulation of political life through all the districts of that vast territory. Its eye is constantly open to
detect the secret springs of political designs, and to summon the leaders of all parties to the bar of public opinion.
It rallies the interests of the community round certain principles, and it draws up the creed which factions adopt,
for it affords a means of intercourse between parties which hear and which address each other without ever having
been in immediate contact. When a great number of the organs of the press adopt the same line of conduct their
influence becomes irresistible; and public opinion, when it is perpetually assailed from the same side, eventually
yields to the attack. In the United States each separate journal exercises but little authority, but the power of the
periodieal press is only second to that of the people?,

THE TYPICAL NEWSPAPERS OF THE PERIOD.

The best representatives of the American political press in this peculiar and formative period were: On
the federalist side, the Columbian Centinel, established in Boston in 1784 by Benjamin Russell, and conducted
i leading mowe. by him for a period of forty years; the New England FPalladiym, begun as the Massachusetts
papers of the party pross, AAe7eUry in 1793, by Alexander Youn g and Samuel Etheridge ; the Minerva, established in New
York in 1795, long ably edited by Noah Webster, and the nucleus of the present New York

Commercial Adverfiser; the New York Packet, which had survived the Revolution and was shortly thereafter
made a daily by its enterprising publisher, Samuel Loudon ; the New York Evening Post, established in 1801, under
the auspices of Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and their political associates, and continuing its uninterrupted
publication down to the present day; in Philadelphia, Peter Porcupine’s Gazette, established in 1792 by that restless
and vehement English agitator, William Cobbett; the Connecticut Courant, the Salem Gazette, and others of lesser
influence. On the republican side the most influential journals were located at Philadelphia while it remained
the seat of the federal government, and were the Aurora, established in 1790 by Benjamin Franklin Bache, (a) and
edited after his death by William Duane, and the National Gazette, established in 1791 by Philip Freneau, while

a See ante, page 5.
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employed under Thomas Jefferson in the State Department. In New York the leading republican newspapers
weve Greenficlds New York Jowrnal, a continuation of Holt’s ante-revolutionary Jowrnal, and rechristened about
the beginning of the century the American Citizen, when it was edited by James Cheetham ; the Morning Ohroniele,
established in 1802 by the friends of Aaron Burr, and edited by Dr. Peter Irving; while in Boston there was the
Gazetle that Edes and Gill had founded, the chief pillar of the revolutionary cause in New England, but espousing
the losing side in the debate upon the Constitution and expiring in 1798; the Independent Chronicle, established
in Boston in 1776, in the midst of the revolution, and until the close of the century the leading New England
organ of the Jetfersonian school of politics; and the Boston Patriof, established in 1809, consolidated with the
Independent Chronicle in 1817, and published as a daily until its absorption in the Boston Adwvertiser in 1831.
The Richmond Fuquirer, founded in 1804 by Thomas Ritchie, was a potential organ throughout the South.

Of all these journals Russells Centinel may be accepted as the best type of the early political newspaper of
the United States. During the greater part of its existence the Uentinel was meager, fragmentary, and ill-arranged
in its news and trivial and provincial in its original matter; but its blows were steady and
heavy. Russell delighted in ingenious devices to attract attention, and pictures, curious  Russell's Centinel.
mechanical arrangements of type, reckless displays, capitals and punetuation marks, and
extravagant allegories and travesties in prose and verse were his constant resort to supplement his argument.
After the election of Washington to the presidency the Centinel grew steadily in position and influence, and in
spite of its constant and disgraceful personalities won great prosperity, and deserved it. Russell drew around
him the most eminent federalist writers of America, and during the later years of his proprictorship his paper
became an epitome of the history of the world. Mr. Buckingham is probably not too strong in praise when he
says of it: ‘

As a vehicle of nseful and accurate intelligence the Centinel secured to itself a reputation superior to that of any other American
newspaper. Russell had a pecnliar mode of condensing and arvanging the contents of foreign journals and presenting in the most readable
shape all the incidents then (1790-1815) agitating Europe. Through the whole of this period, and for some years afterward, the Centinel
was an indispensable source of news for the country printers, every one of whom relied upon it for matter to fill up the news department of
his paper. Sabscribers in the country also increased beyond all precedent. It was everywhere known and everywhere read, and if industry
in collecting and fidelity in repnblishing information that was important to be known are worthy of credit never was popularity more
honestly earned. («)

One of the most praiseworthy journalistic ventures of this era-~the one which, on the whole, has been of greatest
service to the history of the country—was Niles’ Register, established as a weekly at Baltimore in 1811 by Hezekiah
Niles, who published it until 1836. The Register was from week to week and year to year a
repository of the documentary and political history of the country, reported with an impartial iles' Register.
fidelity which modern journalism may emulate but cannot surpass, and it attained a national
circulation, because it supplied, with a degree of fullness not attempted by the local journals, the details of the
political progress of the country. Niles' Register is now the most frequently quoted periodical in the works of writers
upon Ameriean history, aud its value as a reference record was so well understood at the time that Mr. Niles
republished the series in thirty-six volumes, This publication was continued by his son, W. O. Niles, until June 27,
1849, making «a series of seventy-six volumes in all. A journal just like the Register would not be a suceessful
undertaking in these days, for the functions peculiarly its own have been absorbed by the daily and weekly press,
and are by them discharged with the same fidelity, The Register finally disappeared, not because its usefulness
was ended, but because the service it rendered was discharged by other journals, which alse did other service to
which it conld not attain. ‘ '

Partisanship and personality continned in the Amerjcan press thronghout the entire second era in its history,
and continue to-day, constantly breaking ont in assaults upon personal character and motives as malignant and
disgraceful as anything that degraded the files of the earlier journals. The great mass of the
newspapers of the United States continued to be conducted in the interests of one or the other  The partisan press.
of the existing political parties, and still continue to be so conducted, and they will so continue
for an indefinite time to come. It is neither unnatural nor improper that this relationship should exist. The free
press is the vehicle through which the public seeks and finds its political expression, and the undue partisanship
which is the inevitable result of such close association is largely counteracted by the nearly equal division of the
American press in its political associations. As journals grow stronger in their financial basis they come to be
conducted as business enterprises of other kinds are conducted, The dependence upon political connection ceases
to be essential to existence, and thereafter ceases to work the unfortunate results which undoubtedly attended
the first establishment of this relationship.

‘With the developmentof the country other functions of the newspaper began to have at least an equal importance
with: its partisanship, and so, imperceptibly almost, to modify the charvacter of the journalism of the United
States, There came an extraordinary increase of business, and the field of the newspaper . )
expanded correspondingly, its columns being more and more sought as a medium of business mfi’;;‘fmg fe1d of jour-
communication and announcement, Ags their numbersinereased the newspapers felt the vitalizing :

a Buckingham’s Reminiscences, ii, 77.
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influence of competition and began to rival each other in the promptness and fullness with which they gathered
the news of the day. The first daily newspaper made its appearance. This was the American
Virst dailynewspapers,  Daily Advertiser, of Philadelphia, in 1784. (¢) The second daily newspaper, the New York Daily
Advertiser, appeared in New York the year following. Boston followed with a daily, the Polor
Star and Boston Advertiser, in 1796, and it failing, with the Federal Gazette and Daily Advertiser in 1798,  The
names adopted by these first experiments in daily journalism were significant of an early recognition of the important
field for money-getting which lay all undeveloped in the matter of advertising.
Up to this time the advertisements of all existing papers had been a wholly minor feature of their columns.
On the other hand, the attention given to maritime and commercial intelligence was slight and fitful; but soon after
the revolution advertisements began to be an equal source of revenne with subseriptions, and
i dovelopment of - the prices charged for them inereased correspondingly. The development of this feature of
N American newspapers was so sudden and extensive that British journals commented with
surprise upon the comparatively extensive advertising patronage of the journals printed in the large cities of
the United States.
' It is true of the early publishers that they dedicated their earnings to the improvement of their publications, so
that both in typography and in the amount and character of the reading matter published they steadily improved.

RECORD OF THE EARLY PRESS.

It is impossible to trace the growthof newspapers during this second period with anything like statistical
accuracy, owing to the failure of the journals of that era to record this development in their columns and of
any one else to malke record of it. Mr, Thomas, who preserved the greater part of the data we
Statisties of thisera,  POSsess regavding the colonial press, brought his record nominally down to the year 1810, in
which his History of Printing was published. The one hundred and fifty journals of whose
existence hie was aware in 1800 had inereased in these ten years to three hundred and sixty-six, or more than double—
a ratio of increase quite as remarkable at that time as the ratio discovered in the last
census year, when more papers were established and more died than the whele number in
existence in 1810. His list of American journals in 1810 is here reproduced, as the most
important contribution that has or can be made to the literature of -the journalism of that period. It has been
supplemented, so far as possible, with a record of the subsequent history of the journals enumerated by him:

Record of the American
press in 1810

NEW HAMPSHIRE (12 papers).

{f. Federal republican; ».-republican, opposed to the federalists; n. neutral; w. weekly; & w. semi-weekly; t.w. tri-weekly; * published hefore the revolution.]

Titles. . Towns. Subsequent history.
7. New Hampshire Gazette, %20 «..vveennsaomercnareianiniiiiennneeeearenn.) Portsmouth coenyonn oiviinniaaa.. Now published as weekly ed. of Daily Chronicle.
I PortBmonth Oracle, W «oacaa o cacn e it i cti e ec e s tine e nanttrnaraalvaanan [ Since suapended.
A 6 03 18:( T e S PPN [ DT Do.
T 1 TR DOVEL e iiniccccrecenneen, Do ”
J. Farmers' Museum, .. Walpole cevomeeiniiieeneennan, Do.’
7. Foarmers' Cobinet, w ..oy einvrnnnmacieniiniaes . Ambersto.......... Still published.
J Dartmouth Gazette, w....covvmvrrnniveiionnainn. Sinee suspended.
J- Concord Gazette, 20-......emeeiicaannaanas . Do.
7, New Hampshire Patriof, 20, .vcvemiecnananiinnnaen Do.
F. Xow Hampshire Sentinel, w...... Still published
J. Coos Courfer, 20 coee et iamiaain e, wverhi Since suspenden
J. Congtitotionalist, t0...ceu i reinrmiiare ettt ittmacccrrrrssseaasacamnens 3 ) Do.
J. Columbian Centinel, £,90...ovvieir crvarcssmnncennnens F N N £ 121113 | Y 3
e T LTI | e onona e dappestsd et dtes
. in the foundations of the present Boston Daily
7o Boston PatTiot, 8,20, oottt e cecrr e canceaaaaecaaarannnnnsareaas 3 7 R s
J. Boston Gazette, 8.0 «cceennineran D NPT ST A0 eeeecmmnmereenesenana e, j and Weekly Advertiser.
J. Repextory, .10
E T 03 1 1 T U
J. Massackusetts Spy,*w.......... ceen o] WOrcester cveuveiaciinveninineaan Still published dafly and weekly.,
7. National Agis, 0. -ccevninnnonne. owoans 1 1 S Now published as weekly od. of Evening Gazetts,
F. Salem Gazebte, 8.1 .ovcenernear.. Salem . av. ceancenmmermcrroansancan Still published.
7. Es3ex Register, 8,20 «.oove e o ccai it sanniemaronraan e e s e e venaenanas L S RS Do,
J. Newburyport Herald, 8.0 ......... Nowhuryport..ccocenrveedienennn. Still published daily end weekly.
#. Independent Whig, 0 .ecviverinioirenaninnnnans eeremeans semnanmneesansferanan QO eereenacerranieracnen e | Since suspended.
S Merrimack Infelligencer, 10. .. ovvnveenenennnn. d Haverhill. oveve e I Do.
J. Hampshire Gazette, w0, ceemevueeciiscireineecloeananr e veaimeaioenneseae.) NOrthampton cemeneooicinocnian, | still published.

a This paper grew out of the Penusylvania Packet, or General Adrertiser, established in 1771. The dmerican Advertiser continued to
be published until 1837,
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. Anti-Menarchist, w

R R R T R T I R T )

Titlos,

Towns.

Subsequent history,

Greenfield Gazette, w.........c.........
Hampshire Federalist, w0
Tarmers' Herald,w

New Bedford Mereury, w
0ld Calony Gazette,.......
Portland Gazette,w .
Tastorn Argus, w
Treeman's Friend, w
Gazette of Maine, w..

Northampion .
Greenfield ..
Springfield..
Stockbridge -
Pittsfleld

Buckstown (now Maine)

.| Since suspended.
.| Now Gazetteo and Courier.

Since suspended.
Do.

.| Still published.
.| Since suspended.

Do,
Still published daily and weekly.
Since suspended.
Aftorward changedto Advertisor; still publishod.
Still published ; now daily, weelly, and tri-weekly.
Since suspended,
Afterward consolidated with Advertiser,

Bagle, Weereei s eniaiiiiiiaa e, Castine (now Maine).......-e..c... Since suspended.
American Advocate, w Hallowell (now Maine) . Do.
Herald of Liborty, w ...oocevena.. Aungusta (now Maine} ,.. Do.
Weekly Visibor, 1. cu.oeneniin i e tera e e b e e Kennebunk (now Maine} ......... Do.
RHODE ISLAND (7 papers).

Jo NOWDOTE METOUIT, %20 1 n vt enneiceeeennavanarenessonmacsrenesnsnessesonnsnnnnn Still pnblished,

7, Rhode Island Republiean, 1. u.aee. ceercveeereeneennnnnn onssasreannassennnn .| Suspended.

7. Providence Gazette, *w............ ... i mtemmeasatsanaceateatanmcrnanns Do.

7. Columbian Phoenix, e . ooo i iiee i iciiiencaaan, sausrecammnaeaey Do.

#. Rhode Ysland American, 8 % ..eceuevveceen... ereeat e immaer b aaaonnne Do.

F. Herald of the United StaEES, W - ceeveeemeecraerasersrecnsnmneioarosmennnncnas Do,

r. Bristol County Register, a0 ..o cvremiiimiier i iiinenncitinncc e era e canaas Do.

CONNECTICUT (12 papers).

" Connecticat Gazette, *w
. Connccticut Journal, *w
"\ Connecticut Herald, w
. Connectient Courant, *1g

B R R

American Mercury, w. ..
Connecticut Mirror, w.
Norwich Courier, w ...
Connecticut Intelligencer, w

New London.......
New Haven.ceawnvuenns

Sinee auspended,

.| Still published.

Since suspended,
Still published.

.| Since suspended.

Do.
Now published as weekly ed. of Morning Bualiotin.

.| Buspended.

AR

b

. Champlain Reporter, . ...c-ezcxvee
. Watchman, w. . ...enn.. e iearaeeeceamatensanveanaas

R R R e I T I

Reporter, w
Vermont Centinel, 2
Vermont Courier, w

Ratland Herald, w. ..... PET
Green Mountain Patriot, w
North Star,

Freeman’s PrOSS, Weeennn coanrcsmenrsanssssaacastanaensneiasanmcsancnnnconns
Weekly Wanderer, w

Middlebury Mercury, w

..| Burlington.
.| Rutland .

.| Peacham,. ..

.| Danvillo ...
.{ Saint Albans..

.. Middlebury

PP [ I

Montpelier

Randolph - eoeeeninanannn. [

Windham Herald, ... cccvevnuvaniacmnracann. Do.
. Bridgeport Advertiser, w
. Bridgeport Gazette, w
T Middlegsex Gazethe, 2. - cviereeeroressicraarrceanmtacncsoacnnnmenanacansmannnn Since suspended.
N VERMONT (15 papers).
Vormont Journal, . .ceveecereerorrcsnsesrcinnmncensansonnan e eeianaerenaan WiInABOT. s ceienanrannecnareacannas 8till published.
Vermont REPUDIHCAN, U . aacaciaimnneieanssiianstcnsnsnsssassisaansccnsssnsfrenses 3 N Suspended 1834.
Washingbonian, 1. .o2ueeeeecesmanrenaeneeni e ereaacmmeee e viirvaeaannas vomeenl0 civiericecie e ieeaas .. | Suspended after 1813,
Green Mountain FATIBY, W «ueeecveeancmececrsraisnsarasancasanesresnssanaas Benninghon ...ecvceusnsocccrecaan Since suspended.
P Brattleboro'... .couvinienaiiaatan Moerged into the Brattleboro® Messengor in 1826,

Suspended 1880.
Suspended May 30, 1810,

.| Still published; now daily and weekly.
...| Since snspended.*
.1 Still published.

Suspended 1811,

Now published as Vermont Watchman and State
Journal.

Snspende«l 1816.
Suspended 1810.
Since suspended.
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Titles.

Subsequent history.

. Northern: Whig, w

. American Monitor, @ - cceua. wreeererrea
L Waterford Gazette,
, Advertiser, w ...
» Independent American, w

. Utica Patriot, w
. Columbian Gazette,w ..

S R T I T I I T B B B S B S T B

. Freeholder, @
. Mapling Times, @0 . cvveunn. ... J PP
. Ontario Repository, @ ..cooivicmarmnanns P

. Cornucopia, w

New York Gazette and General Advertiser, daily
New York Evening Post, daily
New York Herald, s, ¢
American Citizen, daily......
Republican Wateh Tower, 8 20..cuueenn..
Commercial Advertiger, €aily..ccoeeummuraasneaiaise
Spectator, 8. w
Public Advertiser, daily
New York Journal, s, 20
Columbian, Gaily —eevmraemeanneernnes
Columbiaxn, s,
Mercantile Advertiser, daily .
Price Current, w,
‘Washington Republican, 8 w
Albany Gazette, s.w
Albany Reglster
Balance and New York State Journal, 8. 9.......... ereetmsmcasanaerionienas
SAOIE Gazette, 10, coveer e iricaaacacreesistartasvamnaiesnnnrean PP

Long Island Star, w
Baratoga Gazette, w
Ameriean Eagle, o ..oocrvveeveceninreoiicieiacceairas e,
Weatchester Gazette, w
Somers Masgeum, w
Orange County Gazette, . oeoeeeeriivesiiinmriiiacenn,es

$pirit of Seventy-Six apd Patriot, w..... Heeeevesanmnrnsisanasrassonanarerans
Politieal InAex, 1. covviiemtcrmeneeecceennarasnes
Tlater GAzetle, 0. ...ov.vvcieresvurmanecassionsensnnns
Plebeian, w..........
Political Barometer,
Poughkeepsie Journal, 2. co.ceecueamevcennnenenes

T

American Fagle, 10 ..o veii i et rrcias e crrra s r e
Catskill ROOOTAGT, 1. .ot vresrvmeisacaveasnnsssernnrnonssacesanssosssmnsanss
Lansingburgh Gazette, w.....cc.c..
Troy Gazette, W ..cc.oivreariiiasmimsnannss
Farmers’ Registor, e ...oveeieenn.
Xorthern Budget,0..oc-venonen..
Northern Post, 2 ..coeeneunuenacsnnn
Waghington Register,10. e v vaieneannnes

Mohawl AQVertIser, @ o ce et ccriccniaecctocaanscaerrvtocammnsramaernse
CabINet, W oae oo ae i iiiei ot cim e s s e atr s iiac s bernnran e raaans
Montgomery Republican, 10 ..veeovvvnnncnnne O PN
Montgomery Monitor, ...
Tunker Hill, w
American, w

Chenango Patriot, w...
Hemisphere, w
h 221 (AT

Genesee Messcnger, w

Geneva Gazette, . cieeem cenaracacan vasmammnnceones betemssccenas sasnenanecnn

Otsego Herald, a0 cooeesaenoronnnne P
Cooperstown Federalist, w

American Farmer,w
True American, w
American Herald, 1
Tepublican Messenger, 0

Brooklyn
...| Saratoga...
... Watertown ..coeanvorencnns

. Peekskill......... peseemsevann s
.| Somers ...... een [
Goshen

Plattsburgh
Waterford ...
Ballston ..

Batavia
Geneva

Suspended 1840,

.| Still published.
.| Since suspended.

Established 1806; suspended 1810.
Established 1806; since suspended.
Still published.
Estaplished 1798; suspended.
Established 1807; suspended 1812.
Tatablished 1810; suspended.
Established 1810; since suspended.
Do.

.| Established 1809; suspended.
.| Since suspended.

Do.

.| Established 1782; suapended 1845,
.| Established 1783; suspended 1817,
.| Established 1808; suspended 1811,

Tstablished in 1791 as Long Island Herald; sus-
pended 1811, )

Established 1809; suspended after 1850,
Snspended 1818,

.| Since suspended,

Do.
De.

In1813 changed to Independent Republican; still
published.

Now published as Goshen Demourat.
Suspended after 1850.
Estallished 1798; since suspended.
Established 1805; since suspended.
Established 1802; since suspended.
Now called Poughkeepsie Eagle, daily and weekly.
Suspended 1824,
Thaited with Columbia Republican in 1822.
Suspended 1810,
Still published.

Do.
Suspended before 1818,
Suspended 1832,
Still published as a Sunday paper.
Suspended after 1850.

..! Established in 1802 and published several years.

..| Established in 1807 and published a short time.
.| Suspended 1816.

.| Established 1804; suspended 1815.

Wow called Ballston Journal.
Published only in 1810,
Suspended 1857.
Established 1506; suspended 1836.
Established 1808; removed.
Established 1810; suspended 1812,
Grew ont of above; suspended 1813,
Still published ; now Utica Morning Herald and
Gazette.
Fstablished 1807; suspended 1811.

.1 Since suspended.
.| Established 1808; suspended 1823,

Established 1808; suspended 1813,
‘Established 1808; suspended 1820.

Fsiablished 1803; suspended 1856. Afterward
revived, and still published as Repository and
Afessenger.

Established 1806; consolidated with Repository
January, 1862

Suepended 1811.

Pstablished 1797; suspended 1836
1845, and still published.

Established 1705; suspended 1821.

*

TRevived in

..| Established in 1808 as Observer; still published

as Freeman's Journal.
Now called Owego Gazette.
Established 1809; suspended 1812.
Suspended soon after 1812,
Since suspended.
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Titles.

Subsequent history.

/. Trenton Federalist, w
7. True American, w
7. Now Jersey Journal, w

J. Guardian, or New Brunswick Advertiser, w
7. Republican Herald, w
7, Palladinm of Liberty, w
J. Genius of Liberty, w
7. Centinel of Freedom, w

Since suspended.
Do.

Kow published as weekly edition of Daily Four-
nal, Blizabethtown,

Since suspended,
Do.

Do.

Now published as weekly edition of Daily Ad-
vertiser,

J. Pennsylvania Gazette,* w
J. American Daily Advertiser, daily
J. True American and Commercial Advertiger, daily..eeeseeverinannans
J. Gazette of the United States, daily
J. Gazette of the United States (for the country), 8. w..
J. Philadelphia Gazette, daily
r. Anrora, daily
7 Aurora (for the country), s w
J. Political and Commercial Register, daily....
J. Freeman's Journal, daily........
J. Freeman’s Journal (for the country), s w
. Democratic Preas, daily ... ...l favremmesaniencrenenuaauas
. Demaocratic Press (for the conntry), ¢ 1w
. Demoeratic Press (for the country), w
. Pennaylvania Democrat, w

<

7. Democratic Press (for the conntry), £ cocveevver viinrerncrervennncnennnea
7. Demoeratic Press (for the conntry), w.eo..veiirrireirinvemrmncrnnracncnenns
. Pennaylvaniao Demoorat, 2. «.oc oo crecciaeraccasiteenransisrananernnne
7
J. Amerikanischer Beobachter, German, w
Hope'’s Philadelphia Price Current, 1... ...
Literary Reporter, occasionally
Amnother German Paper, w
Der Wahre Ainerikaner, German, w.
 Jo Der Volksfreund, German, w
J. Lancaster Journal, 0, ceceeeraen

3

7. Intelligencer and Weekly Advertlaer W aannan vevane sireennareaaias .

J. Pennaylvania Correspondent, w
f. Luzerne Federalist, w
7. SBusquebanna Demoerat, w
n. Cumberland Register, w
J. Carlisle Herald, w0
7. Carlisle Gazette, w :
». Dnparteiische Amerikaner, German, w
J. Pittsburgh Gazette, w
Jf. Tree of Liberty, w....
r. Commenwealth, w.... 5
7. Western Star, w
J. Der Standhafte Patriot, German, w
f. Weekly Advertiser, w
r. Readinger Adler, German, w
r. Reading Eagle, w
7. Genius of Liberty, w
J. Chester and Delaware Federalist, w
7. American Republican, w
J. Bedford Gazette, w
n. People's Instructor, German and English
/. Dex Northampton Correspondent, German, w
J. Pennsylvania Herald, w ...
* 7. Northampton Farmer w..

r. Danphin Guardian, w...........0.... ermeserecrracssnanann e e nas
J. Oraele of Danphin, w
7. The Times, w

Harrisburgher Zeitung, German, «
7. Norristown Herald, w
. Weekly Register, w
. Centinel, w
J. Geftysburg Gazette, w....
r. Brownsville Gazette, w. ...
n. Western Repository, w

Evening Star, daily..oooeneaiircrrnmmumacnnan. frmreerennareuney e aearonnnn

Doylestown
Wilkesharre .coeereeronrnnae .

Since suspended.

.} Now published as North American, d. and t. w.

Consolidated with North American,
Do.
Do.

Sinco suspended,
Do.

Still published.

In 1839 merged in the Intelligencer.

Still published as Intelligencer, daily and woekly.
Now published as Bucks County Intelligencer.
Suspended 1818,

Suspended about 1835,

- Since snspended.

Still published,
Bince gnapended.
Do,
Now published as Commercial Gazette, d. and w.
Since snspended.
Do,
Now published as Gazette,
Since suspended.
Do,
8till published ; oldest German newspaper.
Since suspended.

.| Still published.
-| Still published daily and weekly.

Since snspended.

«| Still published.

Do.
Do.
Since suspended.

Do,

Do.
Harrisburg Do.
..... .do Do. -
...... do Da.
...... do . Do,
Norristown .| Still published.
vennerdo Do.
(Gettyshurg .| Still published; now Star and Sentinel.
veew-.do .| Since suspended.

Do.
Do,
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PENNSYLVANIA—Continued.

Titles. Towns. Subsequent history.
J X OTK ReCOTAOT, 20 e o cnimecec teacierocnnssacannsoecsansanccrscaanctonasananne Now published as Republican.
7. EXPOSIEOT, 20, nccareanice ettt c e rieeescee st e e e
Farmers’ Register, W.ccvaereneeaiainininananae, RN Greensburgh Since suspended.
7. Crawford Weekly Messenger, . e e ueerrcrrirsnnscmsssssonssrasercncnainan- Meadville..osoeoienimninnnnninnn. Do.
J. Franklin Repository, 0. et i s Still published.
7, RePUDHOAN, Wt orenrimservsnnnaesieasiocnencrresoceransscssanasanaemansanan Snspended 1828.
B 8503 R DR Since suspended.
A O X T T PP Do.
J. Huntingdon Gazette, w...... Do.
7. Republican Argus, w ... ooviiiiareincnanns Suspended in 1816 or 1817.
J. Sunbury and Northumberland Gazette, W .- ceeeeecniemvannnrcracaannnn, Suspended 1819,
J. Western Corrector, 0. cccemvieiein it ietiiicarconin ciiite e .| Since suspended.
J. Western Telegrapho, W .cvevieereeiirinearraaricecei st iriicncanaen - Do. .
T ROPOTLOT, 80 1 ceenn oot ettt cttecoir e e tmecme e ma e menaaas .| Now published as weekly edition of Daily Re-
porter.
. Weekly 'Messengex', Wereeresnmn nenmanrnanes remearmaemraseorenae s raes Frankford ...... Gerereeeraaeranae Since suspended.
DELAWARE (3 papers).
7. American Watchimam, 8, 1. .cevvevenverrroiannneiornessinsiniinnscssoncacns Since suspended.
7. Delaware Gazetbe, 8. 10 v e teirvrer s e .| 8till published; now daily and weekly.
Delaware Fresman, 20 coevievreeenereeecaneaasnn et temamasaaaianaean Since suspended.
J. Maryland Gazethe,® % cee v ioeuen e iviieinnee e e rearn e an—— e Still pulilished.
r, Maryland Republican, £.20..cnueiooannniao.as . Do.
J. Federal Gazette and Baltimore Advertiser, daily. . .1 Since suspended.
J. Federal Gazette and Baltimore Advertiser (for the country), f40. ... cuuun... Do.
£ W, Ay e i it cee e rea e e dan Do,
#, Whig (for the country), £ 20, eae e oo i i ee Do.
7. Federal Republican and Commerecial Gazette, daily................ [PPT Do.
J. Federal Repablican and Commereial Gazette (for the country), &4%.......... Do.
7. Evening Post, daily. caeenerann o ittt -- Do.
7. Evening Post (for the country), Lw........... e Do.
7. American and Commercial Advertiser, daily................. Still published daily and weekly.
r. American and Commercial Advertiser (for the country), £.w Not now published.
BT i O T S R vene . Sines suspended.
J. Trederickstown Herald, w.........
. Republican Gazette, 1. .cvecenvineeeveiaunannn.. .
¥, Hornet, or Republican Advoeate, 0......eeuan.. PO .
J. Der Westliche Correspondent, German, 20 ......cavuu. e era——a—. e ..| Since suspended.
J- Hagerstown Gazebhie, 20 ccosuisone i it ciaiiciccceiriannnre e aanenn Do.
1. Maryland Herald, ete., 20, oo oi ot eieers e ceiriaane e aemaa e eas Do.
12 ROPUDHCAN SEAT, 210 e aeen e ens e oeeee e et e e e e e e eet e em e Still published.
J- People’s Monitor, w...oeoien i . Since suspended.

7. National Intelligencer, £ .o ccrnrecerrccanrenniiereonsasseonesssonnnssons Washingfon ....coceviunmenennnns Suspended.

7, Universal Gazette, .. cee s cinn oo i reiac ittt crere i ctserernvarsacenerns]iaaans i [ P, vesnaaan- Do.

E' (03 L 7 O A P SOOI N A0 ceeriiaiiiiniirecnrarannas Do.

n. Spirit of Seventy-Six, 8,20, oo oeyieivrivemnrceanriceans adreerrisemasasnas P ;[ SR Do.

J. Independent American, .. ......... Geqrgetown. . vevnrint i naane Do.

J. Alexandris Daily Advertiser, daily Alexandrin .oveeceiiiininiiiinnn.. Now published as Gazette, d. & t. w,

Virginia Patriot, 820 ue e e
Enquirer, 8 w......
Virginia Argus, 2.20..
Norfolk Gazette, t.w..
Norfolk Herald, #.10. .
Petersburg Intelligencer, 8. w.
7. Republioan, 8.10....ouseraanorimiaaiomronnnnanen

J. Virginia Herald, 2. - ccveecranee vare imrennenann

7, Republican Conatitution, 90..cc e veeee i varns canannnn

J. Centinel, w.......... e eseeNeeneana e en R aa et ianaan i ans e mn e

2 oo
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VIRGINIA—Continued.
Titles. Towns. Subsequent history.
# Winchester Gazette, W...ccooue i e .| Suspended. .
. Democratic Lamp, ®W..cccveaesrienniconiinnn Do. -
r. Lynchburg Star, . crvaeaveannnecennrececensnan, .. Do.
. Lynchburg Press, w...ooveeennenene cremnenne .| In 1818 changed to Virginien; still published.
7. Staunton Fagle, Weaee e cetnee vt e s Suspended.
., Republican Tarmer, 1. cee e caiaiceacs coiceatommetaaaaaancassaenmnevannas .. Do.
S Waghingtonian, w0 ... ceieaaiio i criireir et e .| Still published.
7. Republican Press, 9. cccccieerae tosevaenirvaesnssreasaseneenstosnsnnacnsanas .| Since suspended.
. Republican Luminary, W .o cevomecn i vionrriraraecacneainnnn anaes Do.
+. Holstein Intelligencer, W..ccvv orerevevmescmaasesansmncenn e nmeeannaa, Do.
J. Virginia Telegraphe, 0 ..o e ieiiieianiiei s it irataaince e s Now published a3 Gazotto.
. Monongalia Gazetle, . .covveesveriieeriiasncnsrnsisnraansnssnsrnsannansans MorgantoWn . ceveeeereiinnanannas Since suspended.
. Farmers’ Register, . ... vecaeiaennssaciiiuiansroieiiisniieeennceansssnsens Charlestown ..c.iveeomiiannianaan. Do,
NORTH CAROLINA (10 papers).
J. Wilmington Gnzette, w....cocovvvveinnen, Wilmington .| Since suspended.
J. Raleigh Minerva, W..ccveenerecansneans Raleigh... Do.
TR 1 g ) O [0 T . Do.
#, Raleigh Register, 6te., 2. .eveene toairieentamniaaceaeaieceenneeanm crmennfnenas do . .| Suspended nfter 1856.
#. Carolina Federal Republican, w. ........ New Berne . - .} Since snapended.
# True Republican, 2...coouavreviianais J do ... Do.
7. Edenton Gazetfe, 0. .cvevriieiiins cieiiiiiiiieiier e e e eeacea e s Edenton ..ovvevrenmnneianaiannnn.. Deo.
. North Caroling Journal, 2. eeeeseeneeracerecensamntoenesnaramesaesans samnn- 2 1) 151D RO Do.
J- Fayettovillo Tntolligencer, 20 «.ovusernmneieaatmeioaeasecanisaasssssnnsanannns Fayotteville cocomviniiniinaiinnans Do.
7. Elizabetlh City Gazette, 0. ..cceaciiinnruar vomninnns reesvmesnamreniaasraanas Blizabeth City..ceemevmnnninnnnon. Do.
SOUTH CAROLINA (10 papers).
. City Gazette, Anily. . oo oer e it s Charleston.eeeeeenrinvnmnennacans Since suspended.
¥, CAroling Gazoble, W . cveeeeeresaneraiaaiaiensinneass sasusscmcarananmerncnnss Georgotown "Do.
J. Times, dally..cocoviieniinriiiian ioniieanavannans fememecaccecasmancesennasnesalionans [ [/ I, . Do.
J. Charleston Courier, daily...ceeveenecsamrenreeaaronne cannnnaaca Charleston......... .| ¥ow published as Newsand Courler, d., £ w., & w.
7. Carolina MeSSeNZOT, W. eenveerenaeraceanniaacennsatronsunsences N T i [ .| Suapended.
n, Strength of the People, 8.0, oo e craveniiiaiins sncnnacmnennns .| Georgetown Do,
7. Brazen Face, .. .......... .| Charleston.....eeesn. ee- Do.
7. Georgetown Gazette, 8 20.ceaeevacriiiinmricaiinenaniaiiiciiniseee et A0 qeeniniie s Do.
. South Carolina State Gazette, w,... cesseacasenmannaran Columbin evvnniciiiiiiincntannns Do.
7. Miller's Woekly MeBSenger, 2.« coeeerioes vaaiacnsncissmncmmrmnnsonsennsanas Pondleton.cuvienvirnisunennasiannas Do,
- Columabian MugSeum, £ 2. causeenessessenveranracmnmrmasceescicasansennsoannes .| Since suspended,
r. Republican and Savannnh Tedger, &« : Suspended after 1829.
r. Public Tntelligoncer, 8. 0. cve e uirecaecaieicairanenniararnanens . Since suspended.
Mirror of the THImMES, 2. e vevuiuesinausncse caannanons .| Avgustn..... Do,
J. Aungusta Herald, ... vvveiraienannniararcianiiamimiaae . ...do.... Do.
Columbian Centinel, 4. .. veeenaieraciiianmnrecrccectivncsanedreecnacafocenadld connianss Do.
2, Augusta Chromiele, 20. -y .cecas ccieeirianeianseresnnnnesansasmcaosanourenseloreonalll aonomniiiiiii e Now published as Chronicle and Constitutionalist.
d., t. w, and w.
7. Lowiaville Gazothe, W. eveeeeearivesaus conanseraraataaasetaerinnonsrsanacaany Lonisville coevecmn vneenaaamnnnnens Since suspended.
+. Georgia Argus, w.. Do.
r. Georgia Journal, w Afterward removed to Macon.
Milledgevillo ITntelligencer, 1. ueeeevams cannaeamcececsmnioiaaanerommonronnnuafoicaa. i [ Since sugpended.
B A 0015000} T ROV P ‘Washington . ceccciiiiiianacionsss Suspended affer 1820
7. Georgin Express, S U Athens . coooovvivirianniaaan Bince suspended.
KENTUCKY (17 papers)..
7. Kentucky Gazette 10, ccoeeeiciiarraniaranreenemnosnrananaes LieXingtom «eovvnnnmnenrenaeaacians Published nearly 75 years.
1. Loxington RepOrter, % «ceeeeenvarernemceenenosanns Consolideted with Observer in 1832
S Western TVOrld, 20. .« cveunenneemeseanananmeannnnien Since suspended.
7o GuATdian of Freadonm, 1 ...veieseeceen rasanreannce sarasceanmanaserannsectasfonomne 1 T Deo.
. Argus of ‘Wostern America, .. weveiefl0 eeea it Do.
F, Paladinm, 20 cocrievera i i iicenaa et renmsraerananaramasanar e fovocan L T Do.
7, Candid Review, 0. cccveiviaincnronnnnnnn Bardstown Do.
T GlODB, W v vavenenenssocannnacn [ Richmond Do.
T ATEI ALY, W e e mvereacmenneeeacaraccusaaasacisaascasonnannunsomsnonsssseans Do.
2. DOVE, Werreeerrainnrannnnannnan PR weveneeanan U, aaniemeraennes Do.
7. Formers' LibIary, 20 ...coces cnneveen heemesinmsmnecnasisaasianenennarnontanns LomiSVIlle, cuen. cvaervsrsnnancnnnn- Do.
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KENTUCKY—Continued.
Titles Towns. l Subsequent history.
J. Louisville Gazette, w0 Tonigville ............ -| Since suspended.
2, Farmers' Friend, w..oveananvoainn.. I{ussg]lville . Do,
2% MATTOT, 10 et iee cvnerneaiasasserramssmmscsensrerareenmrrmarenssssmrooasanasnnlencnns do.... . Do.
Political Theater,w....ceucunnn.. Lancaster. . t Do,
», Western Citizen, W..oceecvonna. Paris i Still published,

+. Informant,

) Suspended.

7 BEnoxville Gazette, 10, oo au o cc ot i e et ceraaa e as Suspended.

S Western Centinel, W o oveceumeeunniimei i ciiemn i anae Do.

7. Tennessee GAZELEO, W caverereeieeueronnonsesisrenrancacronsircnnsncnsrrascens Do.

7. BOVIEW, 20, eee e ferracnenans Do.

7 Carthage Gazette,w...... . Do.

r. Tnited States Herald, o Now published as Chronicle,

T SOPPOYLET, 20 ¢ oo et iaer et ctemte et amsre it bennsbar e Chillicothe.ccemnirecnsrvasencannnn Since suspended.

Jo Scioto Gazette, 1. cuvvemeeeeirniianrsircrncrnsersmrarerenterierremresncneisalonaaas A0 venererintinncrnarinnnaan. Still published.

2 Fredonian, W. e aee et n e i e smaasn e A0 oot Since suspended.

r. Independent Repuhlean, 0 oo vvvrcermsiiiiniiriiomionconrresisisssaneensfoonens i« U Do.

L+ e N Cincinnati vocnveriiciiiinennenan, Do.

7. Liberty Hall a0, o oo oo et e e e e 4 Now published as Gazette, d., 8. w., and w.
e AAVETTIBET, W .o v cevrmer e it iiierers o ccii et smsnncressiensscsananoncenslonrees L PSPPI Sinee suspended.

7. Musgkingwn Messenger, 20 ......... Do.

r. Ohio Gazette,w .. Marietta. . ..oeevenenn i Now published as Marietta Register.
F. COMMEREATOT, B e e ecceeetinaessonrcnisanressnscronansasmacaarioscrsnseannslnoncns do...... .| Since suspended.

<

. Tmpartial Expositor, w

Ohio Patriot, w...
Western Herald, w.......

.| Stenbenville ..

Saint Clairsville.

. Still published (now New Lisbon).

Still published daily and weekly.

.| Since suspended.

E -1 0w I O O Lebanon cvererrieerncommnarsennns Still published.
TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN (1 paper).
Michigan E8say, W.eerussvaans S P Detwolt,eas coeereremrineaennnnnn. . Established 1809; published but asghort time.
INDIANA TERRITORY (1 paper).
WEBEIT SIR, 10 . 0 evemvasvamean e circce i cemssectenrrcmsn s aeanoennnnee Saint Vincennes ........_......... Still published ; now daily and weekly.
MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY (4 papers).

£ Weekly Chronicle, 4 coaee e nnnae vt e Suspended.
Mississippi MeSSENZET, W veun-iuneaes cbememmaein s cciee ety cneas Do.

r. Natchez GAzette, 10 eueoerercmnrecomeeimmecasereaseentramsaasnenmnnamnanes Do.
B BT T30 0 o3 T 0 SRR R Do,

f. Orleans Gazette, English and French, daily..cu..eeronrean.n Suspended.

J. Orleans Gazetic (for the country), 2. ceeeeevmnmnereeecmeaneens Do.

J. Louisiana Gazette, daily. oo mmeeeen e iirmmcreeeereaeaannan Do.

J. Louisiana Gazette (for the country), 8.8 ccocneaiaaiiaa, Do.

r. Lonisiana Courier, English and Fr%nch, LA Dao.
Telegraphe, English and Freneh, £ 48, cevrenmnerennennan.. Do,

/. Friend of the Laws, English and French, ¢ 1 Do.
Monitenr de In Leuisiane, French, . 1w Do.
E1 Migsisnippl, Spanish, 8,40, -2 conm et iroren ctea et eecene e Da.
IO M eBEEIEr v e e en sesmmemmsn e cammmsnaiamncamanernnannnmncncnnnoesnanans Do.
Miagguri Gazette, w
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GENERAL STATEMENT FOR 1810,

States. % g Y . N;grgﬁf:?t%gm
; ‘ E 5 % E annuaily.
lE & | B &
Connectient. ... oooviiiiiinnnrid e eene e, 12 12 657, 800
District of Columbia 3 1 1 6 41, 600
DelaWare «.ovee ceanmvennaacerccee |l lienean 2 1 3 166, 400
Georgin. .eeeeenann.... weeeiree 1] 2 10 13 707, 200
PLCOINATTY) SRR R DO SR 17 17 618, 800
Massachusetts. veuaesnncenme el [T 9 23 32 2, 873, 000
Moryland....oomueoanai. ol 5 1 10 21 1, 903, 200
New York..oveeiniiineriicincanenens] 7 foeocan 8 51 67 4, 189, 200
New Jer80Y cvvane vorenenneiancennn. . . 8 8 832, 800
' New Hampshire 12 12 024, 000
North Carolina 10 10 416, 000
[0) 11 SR . . 41 473,200
Peonnsylvanif.e ... ooooiaiiiiaiaianna, 9 1 3 67 173 4, 542, 200
Rhodo Tsland «eeeenctiviioncneennen]omnmasfaoaen. 1 [1} 7 3, 332, 800
South Carolina......eeeeveeerannan... 3 feeeun. 2 5 10 842,400
TENNEEEO 1 eememeenrerocncnrannnnnans 6 6 171, 600
Virginia...... . 16 %5 1, 289, 600
Vormont..cocoveneiniiiinieiiiinrann.. 15 15 582,400
TERRITORIES,
Tndiana. ...oovieoivenracconaeeiceaconnaideenc s i 1 15, 600
Micldgan coeemnvervn e R PO 1 b J
Mlssmsippl ...................................... fevenen 4 4 83. 200 i
Orleans . mmermmme——. 2 4 1 2 1 *10 748, 800 \
Lounigiang. . overmenimeiaieccii e acennfeneans PR 1 1 15,600 [
TotAY et aeaiecanaaa Deeens 27 | 15 | a7 282 366 | 24,377,400 l

*1 period of iasue not given included in total.
11 oceagionally and 2 period of issue not given ineladed in total,

The unntrostworthiness of these figures for circulation in 1810 will be seen from an analysis of New Yorlk,
There were seven dailies printed in that city in that year, and if we assign to them the entire 4,139,200 given the
state as an annual cirenlation we reduce their average daily issue for 310 times a yearto 1 C)Gn and leave not a
sheet for the sixty other papers then printed, of which eight were semi-weekly. Indiana is given one paper, with
15,000 issues, which means, apparently, 288 papers a week for fifty-two weeks.

This list omits, of course, a large number of periodicals which were established in the interval since the close
of the war, and which had ceased to existin 1810. Of this class of journals there were quite as many, in proportion
to the whole number, as there have since been at any period. Quite a large list of them might be given, but
inasmuch as it must be incomplete the effort has not been made. Dailies, weeklies, semi-weelklies, and tri-weelklies
were constantly being started, especially in cities like New York and Philadelphia, durving this period. Leaving
out of the account all that failed or were absorbed by more successful enterprises, we find
that there were in 1810 seven dailies in New York city, nine in Philadelphia, five in Baltimore,  Daily press of 1810.
two in Charleston and one in Georgetown, South Carolina, two in New Orleans, and one in
Alexandria, making twenty-seven dailies then published. We can trace throngh other sources the npward progress
of the daily press in New York eity in the years immediately subsequent, and the figures given
below indicate the proportions of cireulation to population, not only for that city, but with  Daily pross of New
comparative accuracy for each of the other large cities of the United States. They are obtained Yok ol in 1816, 18,
from the Newspaper Record, compiled by Lay & Brother, of Philadelphia, with the assistance. of
W. T. Coggeshall, then state librarian of Ohio, in 1856, a work which is not only valuable as supplying the only
connecting link with Thomas’ history, but noteworthy also as being the first attempt to pubhsh a complete
newspaper directory of the United States:

NEW YORK CITY DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN 1860.

Circulation.
Mercantile AdVertiser.. . ..ioar ciaenmmemie e i i cimeer iimaiectae st amrrainas canamrnn e mneemnaan 3,000
L 1 T P P PR 11
3 13 1T T AU Y1111
Commercial Adverbifer . vaucmrcarm ot mverraeaeea ot ieecainraicearteacmrsmersansanornnss canmuranvanenes 1,200
L0 T o R . 920
L b1 P 825
National Advocate......cvs smevcnnceananns Meteestrnecn ancion mmes e mnn e Grmce e sanees aeaa e aees 878 -
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NEW YORK CITY DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN 1820,

Circulation.

Mereantile AQVertiBer ..o .mu it it cmies cae i cactsicicatiieaseraseaicnncesnnnnssasnnssorsveaes 1,000
L5 T 1,500
Evemng PO v rae o i i ittt eat ceee teais tee s seaasren e resaas cnmsannne aas 2,000
Commereial Advertlsor. cas oo omee it et it ccenracman cmen ceeunceaacany annn samennnencrnannsannseans 2,000
GO DA - 4 e e v e it e e me ce i iaeuae mmm s caceenamen e caeeamenan cmnn e anan e 800
National Advocate .evu..... o e s e e ue s acee s samaae mmon s saay meeene e on acanarceasE e e mhaneaan 1,200
Dsily Advertiser...... e vmenamaeny e tmma e eameaes e aemeneeman e teee s eamsasmsaenneeeme—.———a 1,300
. 41T o [ 7 ¢ PPN 1, 000
007 U RSP POL 10,800

NEWSPAPERS IN NEW YORK STATE IN 1832,

Number of Issued .

Number. | =0 onies, annually.
37151 ) OO SN 13 18,200 | 5,082,800
Semi-weekly .o ieiaain i 12 19, 200 1, 986, 800
Weekly. cvme s tiaame e vaneea s 33 56, 000 2,912, 000
Semi-monthly. .oevaeovnmoiienniaaaa. 3 3, 000 72,000
Monthly ..o iiiiiince i e 3 2,000 - 24, 000
‘ Total in New York city.......... 64 98, 400 10, 037, 600
Qut of the eity. coommvrieivinnnniannn, 194 [cereriinenanns ¥ B, 400, 000
Potal in the state veveeeeiunvnanna. 258 lieeereincnnnn. 15,487, 600

* Fatimated.

NEWSPAPERS 1IN NEW YORK STATE IN 1850,

New York Other
city. places. Total.
DAy e i et 14 42 56
Semi- and fri-weekly..eennaaoaanaaian. 7 8 15
VW EBHIY vverevomnrncmancennnrennanrncmnanns 58 268 326
BuUNAAY comrrarriini i rie s 8 1 ]
Semimonthly....covemieiiiiinniininnnnna. 5 8 13
MODEBIY vareneenrarmenrnennes ST 14 1 25
AL vemenrcacmeemreeeneanmmmaaens 106 338 444 |

At the date when these figures begin there were undoubtedly more daily newspapers circulated in London
than in New York city, but the difference closed up rapidly with the lapse of years, until in
1850 the number printed and sold in New York had grown to be nearly double the number in
London.

‘While the daily press of the large cities was thns developing the weekly newspaper was pushing itself
throughout the country wherever the stalwart enterprise of the period blocked out new villages and settlements. ()
These weekly newspapers partook largely of the characteristics of the earlier weekly papers of
the metropolis, and were modeled after them in appearance and contents. The first newspaper
in the Mississippi territory had appeared in 1779. In 1793 the Centinel of the North- Western
Territory was started in Cincinnati by William Maxwell, the first newspaper and the first printing office beyond
" the Ohio river, Nathaniel Willis, a Boston printer, established the Scioto Gazette in Chillicothe in 1796, and in

1799 the Western Spy and Hamilton ‘Gazette was issued. The first periodical publication in Indiana terutorv
appeared at Vincennes in 1808, and in the same year the Missouri Republican was founded at Saint Louis, then a
small trading-post. Kentucky had seen her first newspaper in 1787 at Lexington, under the auspices of John
Bradford, and in 1809 Michigan had a small paper, published half in English and half in French, at Detroit. The
record of the establishment of these and other pioneer papers is given in detail, so far as obtainable, in the appendix
to this report, containing a summary statement of the development of the press in the several states of the United
States. The daily newspaper began to malke it8 sppearance in the larger provincial towns between 1815 and 1830,
the Albany Daily Advertiser being founded in 1815, and the Rochester Daily Advertiser in 1826. In 1832 there were
in New York state, outside of the metropolis, but seven daily papers, (b) three of which were printed in Albany,

New York and London
daily press.

Devalopment of the
provineial press.

o The publication of this paper commenced within less than thirty months after the first blow was struck in laying out our village
of Moscow. The place was then a thicket of wood, without a human habitation. At present we have a flourishing settlement, in which
many useful arts and professions are exercised, and three schools established, at which the number of scholars is nearly eighty.—Genesee
(N. X.) Farmer, 1817,

b Coggeshall in Newspaper Record, 1856.-

Bl
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two in Troy, and two in Rochester. In 1824 there were eleven daily papers in Philadelphia and twelve in New
York, with a circulation varying from 1,000 to 4,000 copies. In 1828 the whole number of the American press had
- increased to 863, with a yearly issue of 68,117,798 copies. In 1830 the number was estimated at 1,000, while the
census of 1840 returned 1,403 newspapers and periodieals, with a yearly issue of 195,838,673 copies. The following
table, also compiled by Mr. Coggeshall, conveys at a glance the progress of the Amecrican press from 1776 to 1840,
at whieh latter date th‘e third era of journalism in this country may be said to have been well under way:

States. - 1776, 1810. 1828, 1840.
Maine cmeus..on.. 20 36
Massachusetts 32 78 a
New Hampshire cooceevsvecnannnnnn. 1 12 17 27
Vermont. ..oovicmriiineicnreeaen [eanerenans 14 21 30
Rhode Islond. ... oo 2 7 24 16
Connecticut......oveunn.. 4 11 33 83
New York ...... cemeane 4 66 161 245
NEW JOUBEY . venranravroneonmaemsoceilaneronenns 8 22 33
Pennsylvania ... ) 72 185 187
Delaware ........ . . 4 G
Maryland ........ [ . 21 37 45
District of Columbia coverervnnnenn.. R 6 9 14
Virginia «oceanecnn.. 2 23 34 531
North Caroling. .. -ccaveeennennianan.. 2 10 20 .o
South Carolina 3 10 16 17
Georgia 1 13 18 © 34
TFlorida 1 2 10
N TR VT3 1T S PPRRRIPY JORSPRRPRY PSRRI 10 28
Mississippi.-..-... 4 6 30
Loundsiana oo ovvvmimaiiii i cemenaeaes 10 9 34
6 8 40
R ; e 17 23 a8
OO .vivrenecnnarersmmecnmrenvomncens feremaaas 14 a6 123
Indignn . cooue e P P 17 73
P P 2 32
THNO0IB. . vvvvrrmerreesansnnasserensne P 4 43
. i .o T ) [ cremmaraan 5 35 .
Arkansas ... 1 9
Wisoonsin ..o..ooo... 4
JoWa . eeeencaiacnnes 4
Total «cviveneriiireunnrsienenns 37 350 861 1,408
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