MAINE.

The civilized (self-supporting) Indians of Maine, connted in the general census, number 559 (299 males and
260 females), and are distributed as follows:

Aroostook county, 24; Penobscot county, 387; I‘lsmtaquls county, 37; Washington county, 89; other counties
(9 or less in each), 22,

The United States has no dealings with the Indians of Maine as tribes.

The Penobscot Indians have their headgunarters at Old Town and dwell chiefly along the Penobscot river in
the.county of the same name. .

The state of Maine has an agent for them, and the state treasurer reports $11,026. tO paid out on their account
in 1890, of which $2,982 was for shore rents. They are generally of the Roman Catholic faith, Their children

attend sehools under the town authorities and there is one school under the Sisters of Charity. They carey on a
limited agriculture, receiving a bounty from the state for produce.

The Penobscot Indians received in the aggregate in 1890 bounties of $200 for the following numbers of bllbh(_,lb
of articles named : potatoes, 2,244; beans, 154; pease, 28; oats, 510; barley, 45; buckwheat, 35; root crops, 212, A
large part of the tribe goes to summer resorts to sell baskets and other articles of their manufacture.

The young men find profitable employment in lumbering, and are esteemed as excellent river drivers.

The state agent notes many signs of improvement among them. He considers their love for intoxicating drink
the greatest enemy these Indians have, and recommends the appointment of a constable among them to arress
drunken and disorderly persons. These Indians elect a representative in the state legislature.

The Passamaquoddy Indians have a state agent at Calais on the extreme east side of the state. Their condition
is similar to that of the Penobscot Indians. The state treasurer reports $10,097.90 expended ou their account in
1890, of whieh $131.36 was paid as bounty for crops.

Therewas an unusual prevalence of influenza, or the grip, among them in 1890,

The United States census of Indians in Penobscot county, taken in June, and the state census of the tribe,
taken in January, differ but 10. The state recognizes as Passamaquoddy Indians more than the United States
enumerators counted in the state as Indians aside fromm Penobscot Indians. The dates of enumeration and other
circumstances were not identical in the national and state enumerations, but part of the variation is apparently due
to counting certain persons as whites in the national census whom the state recognizes as inheriting rights as
Indians.

MARYLAND.

The civilized (self-supporting) Indians of ’\Iarylm\d counted in the general census, number 44 (9 males and 35
females), and are distributed as follows:
Cecil county, 23; other counties (10 or less in eﬂ.ch), 21,
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MASSACHUSETTS.

INDIAN POPULATION A8 OF JUNIE 1, 1890.

. o
Y T PP UR PSPPSR PFEEETEEEEEL A LSS 428
Indians in prisons not otherwise enMMErated .o ..uooonvrrnianr e s e e e 4
H H 115 ) <)
Indiuns off reservations, self-supporting and taxed (counted in the @eneral Census) . ... avacuenne 424

"Phe civilized (self-supporting) Indians of Massachusetts, counted in the general census, number 424 (222 males
and 202 females), and are distributed as follows:

Barnstable county, 146; Dukes county, 133; Middlesex, county 19; Plymouth county, 27; Suffolk county,
20; Worcester county, 21; other connties (13 or less in each), 49. :

The Indians of southern New England are mainly descendants of the tribes that inhabited the region when
the white people came, and some of them inherit legal claims by reason of Indian blood; but to the easnal observer
there is often little in their appearance to distinguish them from hunters and fishers of the neighboring population,
toward whom they have been assimilating in blood and in habits.

Descendants of the Wampanoag Indians, as many consider them, form a quiet community at Gay Head, on
the western part of the island of Marthas Vineyard. They are sailors and fishermen with their white neighbors.
A few negroes and some Portuguese have been absorbed in the community, ‘The use of Indian words even has
almost disappeared, English being nsed by all.

On the mainland,in Barnstable county, are those of similar tribal ancestry, sometimes known as Mashpeo
Indians. Occasionally one of these Indians has been elected to the state legislature.

MICHIGAN.

TOTAL INDIAN POPULATION A8 OF JUNE 1, 1890.

Total..... e e e eaa emama s aaceaa tamm e e v vamae e eeemeeaeme e caan amann e ieana B, 626
Indiansg off reservations, self-supporting and taxed (counted in the general census). ............ 5, 624
Indian prisoner, not otherwise enumerated . ... ... ...l 1

The civilized (self-supporting) Indians of Michigan, connted in the general census, number 5,624 (2,925 males
and 2,699 females), aud are distributed as follows:

Aleona county, 26; Alger county, 78; Allegan county, 71; Antrim county, 184; Arenac county, 120; Baraga,
q‘()unty, 287; Bay county, ‘92; Berrien county, 32;., Calboun eounty, 71; Cass county, 35; Charlevoix éounty, 222,
Cheboygan county, 132; Chippewa connty, 441; Delta county, 217; Bmmet county, 914; Grand Traverse county
35; Tosco county, 50; Isabella county, 355; Kalamazoo county, 21; Lapeer county, 22: Leelanaw county 295’.
Mackinae county, 227; Manistee county, 22; Manitou county, 56; Marquette counfy, 56~ Mason county ’ 335f
Meuost-a. county, 44; Menominee county, 129; Muskegon county, 32; Newaygo county, 18,; Oceana couut;r, 27 1’-
Ontonagon county, 59; Osceola county, 24; Ottawa county, 51; Saginaw connty, 232; Schooler :
Tuscola county, 61; Van Buven county, 59; other counties (17 or less in each), 206, ’

Many of the Indians wok as fishermen and Tumbermen. - Large quantities of maple sugﬁw are made b
Indians in favorable years, which is used for food and for trade with the whites. In some localitiey Iﬁdians gathei
_greut quantities of wild berries for canning or for shipment to the cities. Many of them are scattered, singly and
i groups, along the shoves of the Great Lakes, on the banks of rivers, and in the woods. ,

There are 3 Indian reservations in Michigan, as noted in the records of the Indian Office: the Isabella,
containing but 7,317 acres, or 11.4 square miles; the I Anse reservation, containing 19,324ua » .

330 . :

aft county, 42;

cres, or 30.2 square

3



5

CONDITION OF INDIANS—MICHIGAN. 331

miles, and the Ontonagon reservation, containing 678 acres, or 1.1 square miles. These reservations are the
remnants of large tracts which have been surveyed and allotted to the Indians. The agency at Mackinac was
abolished by the act of Congress making appropriations for the Indian service July 1, 1890, '

Indians now in Michigan are c¢lassed as taxed. They were enumerated by the regular enumerators and counted
in the general population of the state. ‘

The agent, in his report for 1886 to the Commissioner of Indmn Affairs, says:

The Indians of Michigan are all citizens, are voters, and eligible to held office. They are not known or recognized by tribal relations,
either by state laws or treaties, and in every respect, so far as the rights of citizeuship are concerned, they stand on an equality with
the whites. While no tribal relations exist, yet the Indians annnally elect certain of their number, whom they call chiefs or headmen,

whose duty it is to transact all business with the governmeut or the Indian agent, sign all papers and stipulations, which they consider
as binding npon the band. )

HISTORIC REVIEW,

The Indians of Michigan are all of Algonkian stock. :

The tribes known as the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies composed the aboriginal population of
Michigan, Many of these Indians are now in Kausas and Indian territory.

The early Jesuits found the Michigan Indians good material for laboring with, and nomerous missions were
established. They found the Indians hunters, trappers, fishers, and sharp traders. The Indians raised and sold
provisions, and, although agrieulturally inclined, after the French occupation they frequently attacked the French
posts. These Indians were kept in constant trouble by the claims of the English fo the territory through the
Iroquois, who early possessed the country by capture. The Hurons were the allies of the French, and constant
intrigue was the result. They aided the Freneh in the disastrous border war between France and England.

After England took possession of Michigan, the Ottawas became restless, and in 1763 Pontiac’s conspiracy
was formed, and attempts were made to capture the British posts from Niagara to Chicago, Pontiac personally
undertaking to capture Detroit, in which he failed. The attacks on the various posts were made on one day, May
7,1763. The movement ended in the capture of 9 of the 12 posts or forts, but Detroit was saved through information
given by an Indian woman to the commandant. After this a treaty was made with several tribes, but Pontiac
held out until 1765. Detroit became the center of British frontier power after 1763.

Great Britain began to ‘encourage fishing and the fur trade, and made the various tribes allies. During the
Revolationary war Michigan was a British colony, with lieutenant governors at Detroit and Mackinaw. Vast
amounts of supplies and arms and ammunition were given to the Indians from these poiunts, and hounties were
given for scalps. Governor Hamilton reported in January, 1778, that the Indians had brought in 23 prisoners and
129 scalps. In September, 1778, he again reported that ¢ since last May the Indians have taken 84 prisoners, 17
of which they delivered up, and 81 secalps”. It is estimated that more than 3,000 persons were scalped or made
prisoners of war by war parties of Indians and soldiers from Detroit. These war parties went as far south as
Kentueky. ‘

. After the Revolutionary war the Michigan Indians sullenly submitted to the rule of the United States.
Governor Hall made a treaty with them in 1808, obtaining certain land cessions from them, whieh they afterward
claimed they did not understand. ' :

Tecumseh, the Shawnee chief, who lived at that time on the upper Wabash, effected gradually a union of
tribes in the territory now in Indiana, Michigan, and a portion of Illinois and Ohio, and began war on the whites,
In 1811 General William Henry Harrison defeated him at the battle of Tippecanoe, and peace for a time followed.

In the war of 1812 the Michigan Indians again became allies of Great Britain and ravaged the northern
frontier, At the battle of Frenchtown, of 900 United States soldiers only 50 escaped capture, more than 400 were
killed, and many others were scalped on the way to Malden.

- Lewis Cass, as governor of Michigan, after 1812 made treaties with the various Indian tribes for cessions of
their lands up to 1821, and was looked uypon as their friend. e was ex officio superintendent of the Indian agency
at Detroit and the agencies at Chicago, Fort Wayne, Green Bay, Mackinaw, Piqua, and the subagencies at
Blanchards fork and Upper Sandusky. In the Detroit agency alone there were 8,000 Indians in 1813, In a report
to the War Department in 1821 Governor Cass wrote that ¢ my family is driven from one extremity of the house
to the other by them”. At that time 400 Indians arrived daily at Detroit. The British had fed and clothed them
when in possession of Detroit, and Governor Casg was now expected to do it on behalf of the United States, and
during 8 years he patd out $400,000, -

General Macomb wrote in 1821 that he often detailed soldiers as a guard to protect the family of Governor
Cass from the importunities of the Indians. In fact, for a number of years Governor Cass kept open house aud g,
constant feast on the table for Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Obijo Indians. )

On September 26, 1833, at Chicago, a treaty was made with the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies for
their removal west of the Mississippi river. This treaty was proclaimed February 21, 1835, and thereatter a large
portion of the Indians named were removed. The Pottawatomies removed under this treaty are now in Kansas
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and Oklahoma territory. The removed Ottawas are at Quapaw agency, Indian territory, and some of the removed
Chippewas are in Minnesota. Three reservations were established in Michigan in 1854--1855, and some after,
The Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies now remaining in. Michigan are citizens.

MICHIGAN RESERVATIONS,

Report of Speeinl Agent K. J. BoNiwg on the Indians of Michigan,

Names of Indian tribes or parts of tribes, reservations, and unallotted areas are: (a)

Isabella reservation: Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan creek, and Black river, avea 7,317 ac res, or 11,5 square miles; exccutive order, May
14, 1855; treaties of August 2, 1855 (11 U, 8, Stats., p. 633), and of October 18, 1864 (LL U. 8. Stats., . 607); ﬂlb residne allotted.

I’Anse usmvntlon L’Anse and Vlc“\ de Sert hands of Chippewas of Lake Suoperior, area 19, 391 acres, or 30 square miles; treu‘ry of
September 30, 1854 (10 U. 8. Stats., p. 1100); the residue, 33,360 acres, allotted.

Ountonngon reservation: Ontonagon b:md of Chlppe\vas of Lake Superior, aréa 678 ncres, or 1 square mile; sixth clause, second article,
trenby of September 80, 1854 (10 U. 8, Stats., p. 1100); executive order, Septemher 25, 1855; the residue, 1,873 acres, allotted,

Total, 27,319 acres, or 42.5 square miles. .

Indian pepulation June, 1890: 5,624, -

ISABRLLA RESERVATION.

There are now living on this reservation, as nearly ag could be ascertained, 460 Indians, most of whom are
Chippewas. A few Oftawas and Pottawatomies reside here, but they are considered members of the tribe and call
themselves Chippewas. The Indians are scattered in little groups throughout the different townships, and the
Chippews dialect is universally spoken.  With the exception of a very few old men and women they are of mixed
blood. All wear citizens’ dress. . The civilized Indians are not polygamists, nor are the pagans avowedly so,
though they profess to believe in the doctrine. Sixty families own lLiouses, 8 of which are frame and 52 log, which
are for the most part well built. With these there is generally a pateh of ground upon which vegetables and
corn ave raised. Very little, if any, produce is marketed. There are no Indian schools, but a majority of the
children attend district schools and are said to be as bright as ordinary white children. Twenty-six pupils {from
this reservation are now at the Indian school in Carlisle, Penunsylvania. It is estimated that 50 adults and 100
under 20 years of age can re sad. While many of the male Indians can speak English sufficiently for ordinary use,
they are very suspicions and reticenf, and when gquestioned about their condition, habits, and religion they cither
remain silent or profess not to understand. They have 4 churches, worth perhaps $300, 3 of which are log cabing
and the other an old frame building. The membership is 300, 258 of whom are of the Methodist Episcopal and 12
of the Roman Catholic denomination. The latter have no church. There are 4 half breed preachers, who are
appointed by the Methodist Episcopal annual conference, and the services are condueted in the Chippewa
language.

The tribe is deereasing, The principal disease is consumption, always attributed to exposure, waut, and
disease contracted by mixing with white men, On being interrogated as to whether they were not more exposed
when in a savage state, they replied: ¢ Yes; but we were hardier and had never been taught to wear white men’s
clothes. Now we h?LVG got used to them, and are often without enough to cover ourselves, and thus suffer more
than the white man. Besides, we had many furs®.

There have been 10 decmths during the year, 1 adult and 9 children, all in the pagan settlement,

In the opinion of the nominal chief, Joseph Bradley, there are 6 white families now living here unlawfully,
cutting timber and farming in a small way, who claim to oceupy under homestead law. Others have been here,
cut the timber, and moved away. Aeccording to figures given by one of the chief men there are yet 5,480 acres of
land belonging to the tribe, distributed as follows:

‘ ACRES
Noftuwa township ... .......... e e e e e et e et 1,200
Denver township ..o.ooo oo et e eeeaeeeeeeaieeenaaas e eeann. 920
Isabella township. ... ..o oiiion e e e e e et i iceaiaaaaa 1,500
Wiso township. ..oovnevnii il ol B T L L LT LT rR R 1,340
Deerfield township. ... Lo e ,520

In a remote part of Nottawa tOWthlp is a band of pagan Indians consisting of 8 families, in all 32 persons,
All are discontented and miserable. They do a little work when they can obtain employment at manual
labor, and manage to exist in a forlorn, hopeless way. ~ They are sickly, and have no stock except a pair of ponies
belonging to the chief, A-ken-bel, who is quite intelligent, and who says his people are willing to work if they
could be sure of their lands, which he claims the white men obtained under false pretenses. This is also the
guleml complaint of the civilized Indians. ' :
The pagans have festivals and war dances, during theé performance of which they are dressed in native costumeq,
which are carefully preserved for these occasions. There is a marked difference between the appearance of the
pagan and civilized Indiavs, the advautage being greatly with the latter.

& The statements giving t¥ibes, avens, and laws for ngencies ave from the Report of the Commissiener of Indian Affairs, 1890, pages 434-445, The popﬁlation
is the reanlt of the cengus.
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While the Indians of the reservation have improved mentally, they have degenerated physically. A large
majority are entirely improvident, saving nothing. A few own farms, employ a number of men, and have horses,
cattle, and other stock. Some are very intelligent and well educated and own good houses in town and in the
country. The question of morals seems to be a disputed one, they claiming to possess a fair share of morality,
while their white neighbors generally do not agree with them in this partienlar. That there is an alinost universal
taste for intoxicating liquors appears to be conceded on all sides. They are peaceable and honest.

The land of the reservation is generally of good quality, and if cleared and properly farmed would be quite
productive, but they have not the capacity for prolonged labor of any deseription. The greater portion say that
they were happier and more prosperous while under the care of the government than at present. They are
discontented.

I’ANSE RESERVATION,

There are 450 Chippewas on this reservation, and the Chippewa language is spoken. Nearly one-half are of
mixed blood, all wear citizens’ dress wholly, and none are polygamists. , Co

There are 2 missiong on the reservation, the Roman Catholic, sitnated on the west shore of the bay, 8 miles
from 1/ Anse village, and the Methodist Episcopal mission, 3 miles northeast of the town. With few exceptions
the Indians over 20 years of age can read their own langnage, and a great majority (over seven-eighths) can read
Luglish. All speak English sufficiently for ordinary use.

There are 3 schoolhouses, 1 boarding school for girls, 1 for boys, and a government schoolhouse, the latter Valued
at $3800. There are 52 Indian scholars. The building for girlsis of stone, 4 stories high, 40 by 90 feet in dimensions,
with sleeping accommodations for 65; that for boys is 3 stories high, with an addition, and will accommodate 75.
The dormitories are in excellent order and well ventilated, There are here also 57 white children, orphans ov half
orphans, who are supported by relatives or by contributions of the Roman Catholic churches. Indian and white
children associate together daily. : .

The children are bright, cleauly, orderly, and apparvently happy. They have a fine piano, upon which some of
the Indian girls perform in a very creditable manmner. - All are tanght vocal music. - As a general rule they are too

young to be apprenticed, but when old enough are sent away to learn trades and other kinds of business. The
~ girls are thoroughly instructed in housework and needlework. The scholars are all members of the church.
The church edifice is of stone and cost $6,000, which was donated by members of the diocese. All are of the Roman
Catholic denomination. The priest reports that the tribe is increasing at this place and that Indians here are not
taxed, not having complete titles to their land. The mission is beautifully located, and the childre'l.l appear to be
more than ordinarily intelligent.

At the Methodist mission is 1 goverument schoolhouse, WlllL]l is valued at $500, and will accommodate 40
scholars. There are 65 Indian children of school age within the mission precinets. The average attendance is
18; the highest number present for 1 month during the year, 34. Many will attend school for a short time, then
" absent tliemselves for a longer or shorter period, and again return. There is 1 church 1ot belon gin g to the
government, with 75 Indian members of the Methodist denomination,

The Indians at this mission, of whom there are 270, own 2 frame and 53 log houses, and have during the past
year made 1,000 pounds of buttcr and raised 1,200 bushe]s of potatoes and 50 tons of lmy They own 15 horses,
1 mule, 60 cattle, and are very intelligent. The land in general is not considered very good for farming purposes,
but vegetables, wheat, and grass are of good quality, if not abundant.

Owing to pledges given by the Indians at both missions, there is not much drunkenness among them, aﬂthough
they have strong appetites for intoxicating liquors.

The government physician states that 200 Indians have received treatment at his hands during the year,
mostly for chronic troubles. He also reports 12 deaths in the same period, 2 of old age, 5 of consumption, 4 small
children of various complaints, and 1 man frozen. There have been 18 births. No one has been killed and
no one punished for erime during the year. ‘

The males of the tribe work at farming, lumbering, and quarrying. They also fish, hunt, dnd trap. In’season
both young and old, male and female, engage in berry-picking and root-gathering.

According to st’mtcments of the most reliable men, Indian and whlte, the tribe is de(,re'mmg, causes, death
and desertion.

As a whole, they are intelligent, peaceable, honest, and fairly industrious, though restless and "changeable.
They have greatly improved mentally and have not degenerated physically. They are generally self- supportmg, '
but improvident.

ONTONAGON RESERVATION.

Indians in this section are a rarity. There are not more than 5 families in the section, and 'these are to all:
intents and purposes white people. Their children attend school and the older ones are married to whites.. -All
are intelligent and well to do, and would resent being classified as Indians. The land allotted to the Indians.is

perfectly useless and has never been occupied by them. The Outonagons as a band are extinet. Those who are
not dead are scattered far and wide.
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Besides those with indirect relations to the old reservations, there are groups of Indians in a number of
counties no longer connected with any reservation or any special administration of Indian interests.

MASON couN1Y.—The census enumerators found 335 Indians, under the name of the “Ottawa and Chippewa
tribe”, residing in Mason county, and the Ottawa dialect is used. The people wear citizens’ dress wholly, and,
with the exception of 20 very old Indians, are of mixed blood. Perhaps 40 over 20 years old and 80 under that
age can read,

- A majority of the civilized male Indians can nse English sufficiently for ouhnaly mtercomse, although a
stranger can obtain but little information from them. They will answer their minister and teacher readily, and
it is mainly through these that facts are obtained. Some, however, are intelligent and educated, and had no
hesitancy in answering. Indian women, as a rule, do not speak English.

There are 80 Indian voters on the reservation. They have no Indian school and no Indian church, but many
children attend district schools, and nearly all, young and old, are chureh members, the younger portion being
baptized at a very early age. Three hundred and fifty are said to be communicants, by far the greater number
being of the Roman Catholic faith. The services are conducted in English, an juterpreter being present, who
translates for the benefit of the Indians. Ninety families own houses, 10 framé and 80 log, for the most part neat
and comfortable, with a patch of ground upon which vegetables are Cultivated. The greater number of Indians
follow a variety of callings, sometimes logging and laboring, then fishing, hunting, trapping, picking berries, or
gatheriug roots, according to the season. Three-fourths of the tribe are at this time (last of September) in the
woods gathering ginseng root, which commands a good price. They raise no produce for the market.

The tribe is decreasing rapidly. There are 4 mulattoes, but no negroes, quadroons, or octoroons here. There
is 1 blind and 1 deaf and dumb person, but none are crippled, insane, idiotic, or deformed. Seven deaths have
occwrred daring the year, 5 of consnmption and 2 of unknown diseases. No Indians have been killed in the year
ended September 1, 1890, but 1 was murdered in June, 1889, and a white man is now in prison for the crime. No
whites have been kllled clrlld none are unlawfully on the reservation. .

There were originally 4 full townships in this reservation, but how much now belongs to the Indians it is
difficult to aseertain, Much of the property is mortgaged, and in such cases is seldom redeemed. Three-fourths
of the land would be tillable if cleared. It is thickly timbered and well fitted for farming purposes. The
remainder is now pine stump land and is not so valuable. The price is from $10 to $30 per acre, according to
quality and location. o '

Consumption is the prevailing disease,. All ave addicted to liquor drinking, though many do not indulge to
excess. The Indians are growing weaker pliysically but better mentally. They are usually honest, and their
morals are generally good among themselves, but become bad when mingling with the whites.

Generally they do not seem to know the first rudiments of economy. There are of course some notable
exceptions to this rule, forming, however, a very small minority. .

In the deep woods of Sherman township is a band of pagan Indians. They number 75 members and have 10
log cabius. A few live in wigwams. The band is generally unhealthy, and the children do not attend any school.
The chief claims that they are as happy now as during the agency system, while a full-blooded Ottawa, aged 80,
thinks the tribe has not been happiér since mingling with the whites nor better off than under the agency. They
believe in witcheraft and worship imagimnary gods, each having his own deity, though all recognize the existence
of a Great Spirit. There are no farmers among them and nostock whatever. They use their own medicines and
employ no physicians, and prefer to live by themselves, as far from civilization as possible, but they receive some
help from the whites. They as well as some of the civilized Iudxa,ns think the govelnmcnt owes the Ottawas and,
Chippewas a considerable sum of money. '

OceANA cOUNTY.—There were found in Oceana county, adjoining Mason county on th(, south, 271 Indians
whose general conditions are kindred to those given for Indians in Mason county.

HuroN counNTvY.—1t was learned that there were but 8 Indians in the county, 5 males and 3 females, and all
of these, except 1 old man, were absent from their homes much of the time. Years ago each Indian took up 40
acres of land, but during the war & large number, afraid of being drafted, sold their lands and went to Canada.
But few returned, and these, with the exceptions above named, have disposed of. their property and left for parts
unknown.

GeBNEsEE OOUNTY.—There are 5 families of Chippewas in Gaines township. They are of mixed blood and
own 160 acres of land and some horses, dress in citizens’ clothes and use the English language, but are not
prosperons. - They consider themselves civilized, but do not belong to any church, These are all the Indians to be
found in (enesee county.

SAGINAW COUNTY.—There are nearly 100 Chlppewas dlstrlbuted throughout the south and east corner of
Saginaw county, all of mixed blood, who dress in citizens’ clothes. The males speak sufficient English for ordinary
intercourse. A few own farms and stock and are prosperous, but the magonty are poorly off and qu1t;e a number
receive assistance from the wlutes :
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The list of Indians by counties at the beginning of this report on Michigem will indicate the number in other
counties. Their condition is like that in the counties here mentioned.

There is a government day scliool at Baraga, Baraga county, with an eunrollment of 36; a contract school at
Baraga with 49 enrolled; a government day school at I’ Anse with 30 enrolled; a contract school, Harbor Springs
Boarding, at Harbor Springs, Emmet county, with an enrollment of 107,

GENERAL REMARKS,

Few Indians own cows; even on the larger farms their absence is noticeable. These people are not very
industrious and are fond of liquor. They have no idea of economy and will never succeed until they have learned
to accumulate and manage property. )

The Michigan Indians off reservitions are scattered singly and in groups along the shores of the Great Lakes,
on the banks of rivers, and in the woods, and it would be the work of months for any person to visit even a
majority of them. They are poor but self-sustaining. The greater number of the Indians on the Isabella
reservation are disheartened and«lissatisfied, and in my opinion it would be better for them if the goverment could
appoint a just and impartial man (detail of an army officer would probably be best) to act as agent among them,
as they have no knowledge of basiness matters nor the least comprehension of their rights.

Compulsory education would be an excellent thing for all Indians in the state. They will not now force their -

.. children to attend school regularly, and when those who go to school return to their homes they soon relapse into

old habits and forget the lessons that have been tanght. KEducation and eonstant good associates are the ways by
which an Indian can best overcome his natural instinet and become a respectable citizen.

The Indian childven in boarding schools, where they remain until their education is completed, of course
appear better than those not having such advantages. Their tastes are elevated, their ambition is aroused, and
a dislike for their old ways is created, which is seldom eradicated. If the state or national government would
institute and maintain an industrial school for the younger Indians in the state, it would be a great benefit
- 1o them.

Observation among Indians in all parts of the west has led to the belief that it would be much better for them
if the government, in granting them lands, would give alternate sections and let white men have the intervening
ones, the sections so allotted to Indians to be held in trust for a number of years.

The Indian of old is doomed, and it will be best for him and the country if his extinction is accomplished with
moral and mental elevation rather than with partial starvation and neglect, as is now largely the case in Michigan,



MINNESOTA.

L
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........................................ !
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Of the 8,208 reservation Chippewa Indians in Minnesota in 1890 all bnt 333 were self-supporting.

The civﬂued (self-supporting) Indians of Minnesota, counted in the general census, number 1,888 (908 males

and- 980 females), and are distributed as follows:

Aitkin county, 233; Becker county,178; Benton county, 25; Bigstone county, 66; Blue Barth county, 28;
Carlton county, 19; Crow Wing county, 135; Dakota county, 5‘)- Gouodhue county, 60 Heunepin county, 40;
Itasea county, 23; Kmmbec conuty, 4%; Kittsou county, 95; Lake county, 21; Murray (,ounty, 49; Pine county,
135; Redwood eounty, 101; 8t. Louis county, 44; Scott county, 35; Stearns county, 120; Steveus county, b4;

Swift county, 98; Washington county, 74; other counties (13 or less In each), 154.
The LOlldltl()n of the eivilized Indians is indicated in the following descriptions,
The first reservatioun at Grand Portage was opened in 1854, when the Chippewas were placed on 1t

336
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TRIBL, STOCK, AND LOCATION OF THE INDIANS IN MINNESOTA.

TPRIBES, . Stoek. I ' Reservation. Ageney,

Chippewa ........ v i Algonlkian....... Boise Tort, Deoer Creck, and Vermilion Lake ' TLa Pointe, Wisconsin.

: Chippewa : Algonkian.......0 FondduLac.oooooiiiiiiiiiaienioainennn. La Pointe, Wisconsin,

| Chippewa Algonkian....... © Grand POrtage. .ouueeeeaeaaa e aamaaes .«1 La Pointe, Wisconsin

I Chippewa -~ Algonkian....... | Tioeeh Lako cee e innieveecinecne v - White Barth,
Chippewa. .... Algonkinn....... R £ 1) 0 Y O PR ..t White Larth.
Chippewa ... © Algonkian......, R T 7 OO ... White Earth.
Chippewa ¢ Algonkian....... White Toartlt ore i e © Whito Barth,
Chippewa ! Algonkian....... } Winnebagoshish....voveinniniiainiaaeaaanat | White Barth. i

WHITE EARTH CONSOLIDATED AGENCY.—AIll the bands of Chippewa Iudians named came to Minnesota
from Michigan, Wisconsin, and western Canada. Those known as Mississippi Chippewas at the present time reside
on the White Tharth reservation’

The Mille Lacs belong to the same band, but now reside on Mille Lac lake.

The White Oak Point Chippewas also beloug to the same band, and reside on the upper Mississippi river at a
place called White Oak Point. .

The Gaull Lakes are a part of the same baud, and formerly lived at Gull lake, Minnesota, but are now living

“on the White Earth reservation. :

The Cass Lake, Leech Lake, and Winnebagoshish bands of Pillager Chippewas belong to the same band of
Mississippi Chippewas. They areliving onlakes of their several names. ‘

The Otter Tails arc all of the same bands, and once resided on Otter T'ail lake in this state, whence their name,
but now reside npon the White Earth reservation. It will be noticed that all of the above names originated from
lakes or places where the bands onee resided or do now reside,

All of tne bands mentioned were one and the samne until about the year 1854, when, under treaty negotiations,
théy were given separate reserves, whence their several names.

The Red Lake Chippewas were one and the same band or tribe with those mentioned ougmally, but many
years ago they settled on the banks of Red lake, Minnesota, and held their lands separate until the negotiations of
1889, they having been always treated as a distinct band in all treaties with the governmentup to that date.

The Pembinas, who now reside upon the White Ilarthreservation, were once a branch of these Red Lake bands
and bands from the northwest termtory They were at one time called Buffalo Hunters, and woere largely in the
employ of the Northwest Fur Company, making their home at a place called Pembma,, on the Red River of the
North.

The above named bands undoubtedly came originally from lower Canada and the eastern states, and were
of the Indians then known ad the Algonkin Nation. In moving to the northwest they followed the St. Lawrence
river, passing north of Niagara Falls, entering Michigan at Detroit, Mackinaw, and other western points on the
Great Lakes, and thence to their present country. They were known at that time as the Ojibway Nation.—B. P,
SuuLER, United States Indian agent. '

INDIANS OF THE LA POINTE AGENCY, WISCONSIN, LIVING IN MINNESOLA.—The Chippewas at.Boise Fort
(Vermilion Lake), Fond du Lac, and Grand Portage reservations, Minnesota, under charge of La Pointe agency,
Ashland, Wisconsin, are of like condition as the Chippewas of White Earth Consolidated agency, Minnesota.
They were first on one'general reservation, White Earth, or tributary to it, but were placed on separate reservations
at the.dates of the orders, laws, and treaties organizing reservations given under La Pointe agency on a later
page.

INDIANS IN MINNESOTA, 1800,

The Indians found living within the present limits of the state were Chippewas, Sacs and Foxes, Sioux, and
Winnebagos. )

_ The Sionx and Winnebago Indians were removed to Dakota, and the latter afterward to Nebraska.  The Sae
and Fox went to lowa, and thence, the most of them, to Indian territory, now Oklahoma. A few are now at Tawa,
Iowa. The Otoes went to Indian territory, now Oklahoma. The Clippeiras, being the principal Indians, remained
in Minnesota, and ave now the only Indians,in the state. The Indians of Minnesota were cruel and bloodthirsty.
The Sionx war of 1863 was one of the bloodiest in the annals of Indian warfare. There has been no general
outbreak in Minnesota since 1863-1864, and the Chippewas are fast becoming citizens. With the exception of a
few poor and some aged persouns, rations were not issued to them in 1890, They are poor, but self- supportmg and
induastrious, being hunters, laborers, fishermen, and lombermen. They are slowly on the decrease.

CHIPPEWAS (ALGONKIAN)—Migrating {rom .the east late in the sitteenth or early in the seventeenth
century, the Chippewas, or Ojibwas, settled first about the I'alls of St. Mary, from which point they pushed still
- farther Westward, and eventually compelled the Sioux, or Dakotas, to relinquish their ancient hunting grounds
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about the head waters of the Mississippi and along the Red River of the North. They were first known to the
French about 1640, who called them Sauteux, from the plaee of their residence about Sault Ste. Marie, a name still
applied to them hy the Canadian French. They were then living in scattered bands on the banks of Lake Superior
and Lake Huron, and at war with the Foxes, Iroquois, and Dakotas. They were sometimes allies of the French in
their vperations against the LEnglish, and took a prominent part in Pontiac’s uprising. During the American
Revolutionary war they were hostile to the 13 colonies, but muade a treaty of peace with them at its close. They
sided with the English in the war of 1812, but joined with a number of othier tribes in 1816 for general peace,
They gradually ceded their lands to the government, receiving in return annuities aud goods, until, in 1851, all
but a few bands, retaining but moderate reservations, had removed west of the Mississippi. The Chippewas
formerly ranged over Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, with common interests, and; acknowledging more
or less the leadership of one controlling mind, formed a howogeneous and powerful nation, a formidable foe to the
Sionx, with whom they waged ineessant w'uf.we, which was checked only by the removal of‘ the Minnesota Sioux
to Dwkota after the outbreal of 1863, :

In 1877 they were living upon 13 reservations, scattered over the above named states, under 5 agencies.
Though speaking the same language and holding the same traditions and customs, the bands located in different
sections of the country now have few interests and no property in common and little influence or intercourse with

each other,

CHIPPEWAS IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1890.

The Chippewa (Algonkian) population in the United States is not reudily discrimivated with aceuraey from:
all other Indians, owing to some mingling of tribes and to the resideilce of some Chippewas as citizens among the
general population, The Indian office does not take definite account of the citizen Indians.

A general idea of their nmnbers is suggested by estimates made at different dates and a selection of those
cousidered as Chippewas at the Bleventh Census, '

In 1340-there were estimated to be from 8,060 to 9,000 Chippewas in the United States. After that date a_
large number came into the country. In 1877 they were estimated as 16,606; in 1884 as 20,731; in 1885 as 20,031.
In 1890, based. upon the census and esthmating 7,700 off' reservations in Mldugzm Minmesota, and Wisconsin, the
number may be set at 20,389, :

The distribution, according to the reports of the Commissioner of Indian Aftairs for 1884 and 1885 and the
census of 1800, was as follows:

| "
¢ COMMISSIONER OF
INDIAN AFFAIRS.

COMMISSIONER OF ‘I l
i Census ! Census

INDIAN AFPAIRS,

TRIBES AND LOCATIONS, S _i of 1300, TRIBE] AND LOCATIONS. o i ol 1890
; 1884 ' 885 : C I8 1885
II T TR | e e o i e e _._]_.._A_A___.x. RO !...,,M.._
Total t 20,7381 l 20,03: i 20,389 ;| Chippewa at White Barth Consolidated ageney, ) i
. . . =T -"—'*—I" il | B Minnesota—Continued. ‘ !;
Clltizen Chippowas in Mi.nueso“m (esﬁ.matnd) | Senepreneeeans l 1,500 ! MLiSS88IPPE CLEPDOWE «mmmereeeeseeemnennn, ; 82 forerenannn il .........
Citizon Chippewas in Wisconsin (estimafed) ...... , .......... JPTRN ! 3, 60D i' N Mississippi Chippewa at Mille Lae....__.... i 804 ! 22 880
Chippowa and Munsee at Pobtawatomio and Great | 66 76 7% Gl Take hand ! 106 ] |; 17
Nemanha agency, Kansas. ) ! : ) \White Oak Point 580 582 ! 28
Citizen Clippews in Michigan (estimated) ........ beiieen, Crnaeeeas |t 8,200 K Chippows at T Pointe ageney, Tisconsin : | ! ;
Chippewa of Saginaw. Swan creek, and Black | 2, 500 2,500 {ceiaann ; Red CHff ) | o14 i o9 | 408
o . f ] | 2 1
mver. ) : Bad River 500 1 506 641
Chippewn of Lake Superior. .oooveaeni oo e, 11,000 R 300 O Lae Courd o' Orullle e 1,041 oy 00 » 1, 284
Ottvwa aud Chippowa -....oooenene RARRRERIEORERERS ¢ 5,000 8,000 H........ Foud du Lac, in Minnesota .o eeeeenneennn. .. \ 08 a0 | 140
Chippewa at White Eurth Consolidated agency, i ! | Grand Portage, in Minnesota 258 908 g
Minnesota . i ! Boise Forl, in Minuesota 605 (98 x 800
Y -4 ¥ , i 2 5 i
Min *‘“:H'h_'l’if’himm“‘lﬂl """"""""""""" i qé? : ?Zz i L ;1" ‘ Lac du Flambeat - -..-... .. 1 434 70
Otler Uail Pillnger Chippewa c.oveennreniannns (] 508 ; 30 : \l”mm“.u at Devils Lake ageney, North Da. : i
Penching Chippowi, «vveevriitcnenaneaiannn oo, ‘ 214 ! 28 4 ;B on !
Roil Tako Chippewa « . oo oeveeieniaanican o, ©o1.000 | 1,000 1,120 1 Full bloods. l w0 8 ag1
Dillager Chippewa, Lecch, Cass, and Winne- | 1,479 1,546 1,301 Turvtie Mountain reservation % Half breeds 1,900 l 781 || ' 1,197
bagoshish lakes, - ; 2 : i

The half-breeds or mixed Chippewas at Turtle mountain, North Dakota, may belong in Canada.

The Chippewa Indians are nearly all uvﬂl/ed, and many are citizens of the United States.

In 1885 the Chippewas consented to a reduction of some of their reservations und to take lands in severalty.
Since then the allotiment of lands has been progressing rapidly.

The total Indian population of Michigan in 1890 was 5,624, This embraces a few Pottawzitomies and about.
3,200 Chippewas. The Chippewas and Ottawas combined form about 9¢ per cent of the total Indian population.
The noureservation Indian population of Wisconsin is 3,835, about 3,000 of which is Chippewa; the nonreservation
Indian populaticn of Minnesota is 1,888, about 1,500 of which is Chippewa; so that about 7,700 Chippewas can be
accounted for off reservations, which, with the reservation Ohlppems in 1890 made a totnl Chippewa. population
‘of. 20,389, : : ‘ T
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WHITE EARTH CONSOLIDATED AGENCY.

Report of Special Agent Arremas E, BALL on the Indians of Leech Lake, Mille Lac, Red Lake, Winnebagoshish, and White. Earth
reservations, White Earth Consolidated ageney, Becker county, Minnesota, August and September, 1890.

Names of Indian tribes or parts of tribes occupying said reservations and unallotited aveas: ()

Leech Lake: Pillager and Lake Winnebagoshish bands of Chippewas; 94,440 acres, or 147.50 square miles; treaty of February 22, 1855,
10 U. 8. Stats,, p.1165; executive orders, November 4, 1873, and May 26, 1874. (See . R. Ex. Doc. No. 247, Fifty-first Congress,
first session, page 49.)

Mille Lac: Mille Lac and Snake River bands of Chippewas; 61, 014 acres, or 95.25 square miles; treaties of February 22, 1855, 10 U. &,
Stats., p. 1165, and article 12 of May 7, 1864, 13 U. 8. Stats., pp. 693, 695. (See H. R. Ex. Doc. No, 247, Fifty-first Congress,
first session, page 45.) :

Red Lake: Red Lake and Pembina hands of Chippewas; 800,000 acres, or 1,250 square miles; treaty of October 2, 1863, 13 U. 8, Stats.,
D.-667; act of Congress, January 14, 1889, 25 U. 8, Stats., p. 642. (See agreement July 8, 1889, H. R. Iix. Doe, No. 247, Fifty-first
Congress, first session, pages 27, 32.)

White Earth: Chippewas of the Mississippi, Gull Lake, Pembina, and Otter Tail and Pillager Chippewas; 703,512 acres, or 1,099,25 square
miles; treaty of March 19, 1867, 16 U. S. Stats., p. 719; executive orders: March 18, 1879, and July 13, 1883; act of Congress,

» January 14, 1889, 25 U. 8. Stats., p. 642. (See agreement July 29, 1889, H. R. Ex. Doc. No, 247, Fifty-first Congress, first session,
pages 34, 36.)

Winnebagoshish (White Oulk Point): Lake Winnebagoshish and Pillager bauds of Chippewas and White Oak Point band of Mississippi
Chippewas; 320,000 acres, or 500 square milés; treaties of Xebruary 22, 1855, 10 U. 8. Stats., p. 1165, and of Mareh 19, 1861, 16 U. 8.
Stuts., p. 719; executive orders chober 29, 1873, and May 26, 1874. (See H. R. Ex. Doc. No. 247, Fifty-first-Congress, ﬁra-h session,
pages 42 49, ) '

These reservalions nre surveyed.

Indian population, 1890: 6,378, White Earth reservation: Mississippi Chippewa, 1,115; Otter Tail Pillager Chippewa, 680; Pembing
Chippewa, 218; Gull Lake band, 217. Leech Lake resexrvation: Leech Lake Pillagers, 1,115, Winnebagoshish (White QOak Point
reservation: Pillager Chippewa of Cass lake, 235; Winnebagoshish Chippewa, 164; White Oak Point Chippewa), 638. Red Lake
reservation: Red Lake and Pembina Chippewas, 1,120. Mille Lac reservation: Mille Lac and Snake River Chippewa, 886.

WHITE BARTH RESERVATION.

This reservation includes 36 townships, 141 to 147 north, and ranges from 37 to 42 west, inclusive. It is a high
table-land of drift deposits of great thickmess, filled with bowlders of many varieties of granite and also large
quantities of limestone. No rock in place crops out anywhere. The agency wellis 108 feet deep, but does not pass
through the drift deposits. The east two-thirds is covered mainly with timber, although it is indented by prairie
to some extent. The west third is generally avolling prairie. The soil covers the prairie from 6 inches on the ridges
to 4 feet in depth in the valleys and sloughs, and is quite sandy. The ridges in the timber are seant of soil, but their
sides and the sloughs are well supplied. The timber soil has less sand than the praivie, and is not considered good
wheat land.

TIMBER.—Oak : white, burr, and ved are the only species, and eover a very large area. It has been badly
damaged by fire. ‘

' Poplar: white and balm of gilead abound largely ou the upland. ‘

Maple: rock and box elder. The first is not very numerous. .

Agh: white and black. The white grows everywhere, the latter only on the swamnpy lands and moist bottoms,

Elm: slippery and white, the first plentiful; also the rock elm.

Ironwood, blue beech, and willow grow almost everywhere, but are small.

Basswood is plentiful, some of it fair; hackberry is rarely found.

Birch: white only is found, and is largely used for fuel. ;

Firs: the deciduous tamar: Lck, spruce, and white pine. The tamarack and spruce abound in the swamps and

. white pine is found in 2 or 3 townships in the northeast corner of the reservation. ,

The lumber cut on the White Earth reservation amounnted in the winter of 1889- 1890 to 3,200,000 feet, which

sold for $5.10 per thousand in the bark. About half of this was paid to Indians on the ruservation for labor.

FruT.—The plum is plentiful and good, and cherries are represented by 4 spemes The common bird cherry

of the west ripens in July or August. The frnit of another larger and more vigorous tree is ripe in September.
Three of these cherries laid in a row gpan an inch, The fruit has a pleasant but sharp aeid taste, like the
cranberry. The tree attains a height of from 12 to 15 feet, and is very handsome. Indians use choke cherries to
ake wine. The high bush cranberry is plentiful, and its frult is an article of commerce. The low berry is found
in the swamps. The thorn bushes are loaded with the red fruit. The Indians formerly made great use of the black
haw. Service or pine berries are common; large quantities are dried and preserved by the inhabitants to mix Wlth

wild rice; o
The bluebeu'y and cranberry trade is qulte large, prob'ubly exceedmg $5,000. ;

aThe atahemonts gi\dng tribes, areas, and laws for 'lgencies are from the Report of the Commissioner of Indm:n Aﬂ“mrs, 1890, 1)&”65 434-445.- The pnpulzmon is
the result of the oensus. : .
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The hazel nut is represented by 8 species. The high bush here attaing to 10 and even 12 teet. The low is not
80 common as the high bush. The third speciesis more like a tree, bub not as high as the first. It never olustc.ts,
the nuts growing singly. No other nut-bearing trees or shrubs are to be found on the reservation,

The prairie plum is o small bushy legume, which develops its pod into fruit about the size and color of the wild
plum, and is very prolific. Tt is eaten raw, and also parboiled and made into pickles.

WiLp ricE.—This is the most valuable food plant among the Indians. It grows in shallow Iakes, matures in
September, and exceeds in-flavor and richness the rice of commerce. The mode of harvesting is to tie up the
rice before fairly ripe near the heads, then when fully ripe to go around with a canoe and gather it by knocking it
off into the canoe. Thousands of bushels are gathered, much is stored for use, and the rest sold to traders for
consumption by white people. Its market price is on an average about 8 cents per pound.

VEGRETABLES.—They use the common grounduut, which is called the ¢ wild potato®.

There is a plant called by them the prairie turnip, which they use. Itis shaped very much like a carrot, about
1.5 inches in diameter. It is very mealy and nutritious, but lacks flavor.

Lanns AND prODUCTS.—The prairies on this reservation are exceedingly fertile. Cattle and horses ranging
the prairies look fat and sleek at this season. Thousands more might be fed without exhausting the native hay or
pasturve. Only 1.25 per cent of the tillable land is now cultivated. There were said to have been 4,050 bushels of
barley and rye produced last year, 3,500 bushels of corn, a large quantity of potatoes, 660 bushels of beans, 1,920
bushels of turnips, 630 bushels of onions, and 1,000 bushels of other vegetables. Estimates made by the farmers
and the statements of thrashers foot up for the reservation 3,237 bushels of oats and 18,850 of wheat produced in 1889,

Nearly one-half of the White Earth prairie lands broken for the Indians have relapsed to prairie, said to have
resulted from the luck of seed, teans, or otlier causes.

In addition to farming the Indians derive & revenue of $29,000 from dlg ing aud selling Seneca snakeroot
(Polygala senega), whick grows on both timber and prairieland and appears year after year in undiminished crops.
The next important item in the way of resource is maple sugar. It will average fully 50 pounds to the Indian for
the whole reservation, and is worth $10,000. Not far behind are fur and deer and moose meat, all of which is worth
$10,000, '

CONDITION AND HABITS.—About one-half of the Indians on the Wlute Karth reservation are of mixed blood.
They are essentially civilized, with some of the peculinrities of the Indian, usually the best. They form, in fact, a
new race, knowing nothing of the “ grand medicine” rites, magie, or religion, and but very little of the materia
medica, although many tell wonderful stories of the success of Indian practitioners, Their rites and jugglery are
not practiced among mixed bloods to-any extent. This new race appears to be healthy, with far less serofula than
in full-blood Indians. There are faw inferior looking men and women among them, and the following authenticated
facts show that they Lave endurance surpassing either of the original types from which they sprang: Jacob Crule,
a Wisconsin half-breed, carried a message 124 miles in one day through a dense forest; Paul and Henry Bolziomn,
brothers, now living on White arth reservation, marched 88 miles in a day and carried packs; a Mr. Bonga, a
mixed negro apd Indian, went from St. Paunl to Gull lake, 130 miles, in a single day and carried a light pack; in
short, the country is full of tales of the exploits of the Cadotts, Warrens, Fairbauks, and other mixed bloods.
Nearly all of this class ure now engaged in some occupation.

The uncivilized half of the White Farth people include not only all of pure Indian blood but such of the mixed
blood as have not yet assnmed civilized habits, Some of these are on the way to civilization, but there are many’
reasons why they make slow advancement, which will be better understood with a full knowledge ot Indian habits,
customs, and religion.

The first great event in life usually occurs in the bushes in summer and in the wigwams in winter. The Indian
mother works or travels until the pains overtako her, then stops, gives birth to her child, in 10 or 15 minutes after
arises and does all the work of the midwife or physician entirely by herself, and wraps the babe up, if she has
anything in which to wrap it. She is imbued with the general superstition that if she prepares anything for the
anborn infant it will die, or at least be unlucky during life, however prolonged, which is, to her imagination, a far
worse fate. Preparation, however, is of small consequence, as all she has to do is to pull the soft moss that lines
the spruce, cedar, or tamarack swamps to pack her child in. They never bandage a baby, although the little ones
are carried on a jowrney for hours the day they are born. The husband pays no attention whatever to the matter,
unless it happens in winter in the wigwam while warming himself by the fire from wood the woman cut and packed:
the day before-the birth. A woman in a wigwam in Detroit gave birth to twins, aud in half an hour after took her
ax and pack and went to the bush for wood. They have an idea that if they lie still they will be sick and probably.
die, whereas it they stir about the event will not hurt them; hence, they swathe their bodies as tightly as they
can thembL‘IVBB and when possible call in the aid of other women before starting out. They take pride in bein g
qmcLly on their feet.

Mothers nurse their children usually until the next child is born, whether it be 1, 2, 3, or 4 years. Itis
sometimes the factthat the mother nurses her elder child with the new borninfant, but notoften. The consequence
of thisis that the subsequent children are usnally weak and die from the rough usage of savage life. Nearly
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two-thirds of the Indian infants die under 5 years of age, and it is no wonder when one knows what a life of
constant toil the women lead. Such a life seldom causes stillbirth, but abortions are said to be very frequent,

An old Indian who has time to shape for himself a character goes to the “happy hunting grounds” direct, if
he has been good. Theimmature minds ot children prevent this, and it takes the intercession of the medé, or grand
medicine man, to get them there. The burial of a child, including the funeral, on the Winnebago resewdtlon and
the grand manomin, or rice feast, on the entry of the Ghlld into the ‘“ happy hunting gr ounds”, under the fostering
care of the ‘“ medéwe?, is described as follows:

On the night of October 30 the chief’s son was attacked with croup and died abont 8 o’clock in the mor ning.
There were 10 or 15 lodges around the chief’s, and from each went up a dismal howl, which was kept up for 10
minutes. Then some one fired 6 successive shots from a magazine gun, and after a short interval 6 more, which
is their custom instead of tolling the bell. The chief’s lodge was soon full of men and women, either condoling
with the bereaved or offering assistance. The medéwe were there and deplored the fate of the boy, at the same
time naming the long list-of his noble ancestors and recounting their noble deeds. Apparently any one that wished
took part in the talking, which was kept up until daylight. Two porters, both christians, members of the Cass
Lake Episcopal church, were invited to hold christian service also, which they did, singing something in (Shippewa
to the tune of *Old Hundred”, This service lasted half an hour. The child was laid outin a neat and very
becoming shroud of white muslin. A common cracker box was then brought, and into this the mother spread one
end of about 6 yards of unbleached cloth, placed next a folded quilt, then a pillow, then wrapped the child in the
shawl it used to wear and laid it upon the pillow, then brought over all the remaining end of the 6 yards of
unbleached cloth in such a way as to completely line the box. The woman of the lodge had a board shelf, which
she knocked down to make a lid for this simple coffin, which wag soon fitted and nailed on, and the child was ready
for burial. A grave 2 feet deep was then dug near the other family graves, and ere noon the child was in its eternal
- resting place. The next step is to cover the grave with birch bark, weighting it down carefully on each side, and
then covering up the edges. This precaution protects the grave from desecration. After a death and funeral in
a lodge it is vacated forever. Hven if a new one is not built that day, it is certain no Indian ever sleeps in the old
one afterward. As soon as possible after the removal a board or tent honse is made over the grave, though often
some days elapse before this charnel houseis so placed. It is large enough to cover the grave, and is usually about
20 inches high. At one end, usually the west or south, there is a small aperture 2 inches or more square, into which
food is thrown for the dead to eat. Great care is taken to supply the dead infant, for it is at least a year before it
can get into the “happy hunting grounds”. If the dead child is a boy, boys have a right to take and eat the food
" remaining the next day, and the same is permitted to girls if the dead is a girl. The snow is kept brushed and

swept away from the grave in winter, and the ground in summer is often planted around with corn, potatoes, or
other food plants.

This custom prevails in two cases, where the husband dies and where an infant dies. The widow immediately
starts a bundle for her dead hushand, putting into it blankets, quilts, and cloth, which she may have to spare when
he died, and other things of value that she can add to it during the year. - This bundle takes her husband’s plaece in,
the wigwam, and a plate with food is placed before it whenever the children or family eat. - At the end of the year
her husband's family is invited, and the widow unties her pack and makes each male a present. If she has enough
to go around among his relatives she is discharged from her husband’s band and can go back with her children to
her own. Her appearance there shows that she is at liberty to remarry. It is presumed that this -custom

- originated in a desire to repair the loss of the male chlldren, who in war times became braves. It is seldom. that
an Indian marries a woman of his own band.

The child’s bundle is a much more costly and complicated affair. Usually each lodge in the band starts a.
bundle on the death of a child, and each keeps gathering for the year after the child’s death. Tood is placed
before it as for the dead husband, and it also goes the grand rounds of sugar gathering, berrying, rice gathering,
and hunting. 'When the year ends the bundles are all consolidated into one, often of several hundred dollars in
value, at the lodge of the deceased child’s parents, and the grand medicine men undertake the job of getting the
child to the happy land, for which service they receive the bundle.- This is a sort of religious rite. There were
present 3 medé men and 1 woman. = The only part the woman took was to lead the dance, as.it is called, in reality
only an oscillation of the hips and knee joints in unison and common tune. Hach of the 3 medéwe by turns took pars,
first calling attention to the fact that the child was descended from a long line of noble ancestors, whose brave
deeds he extolled, and then alladed to the untimely cutting off of the c¢hild. The next took up the theme where he

~ had left it; deplored the sad fate; said that its spirit was still in the cold world, and very fervently invoked the aid
of Mamtou to aid them in helping lt through to happiness.s The third called '\,ttentmu to the main fact, that the chiid ‘
must be got there among its ancestors, and that it might have been an honored person had it lived. At the end *
of each effort they beat the sacred medicine drum and shook the mttles, while chanting a chorus, to which wild
music the spectators danced. During the chanting they claimed to see the child going heavenward, and their
music was a guide. Then they would call on all outside to help the person along.. In connection was a feast, of
which all partook, and a smoke all round, not from the same pipe, as in a war dance, but each had his own pipe,
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which they filled from the same package of kinnikinie. It may be added that when an adult Iadian dies whose
future is uncertain essentially the same performance is required to fix to a certainty his future existence.

The love for the dead is pathetic. Nothing is too good to bestow on the grave. They arve sometimes covered
with velvet, hlghly ornamented with silks and beadwork, and this care always lasts until the form is consumed by
decay.

The children, whether girls or boys, ave under the mother. She is the worker in the Indian family, and if is
her duty to provide food for them. 'They either play around the wigwam or accompany her into the woods for fuel.
Her older daughter assists in catching fish with gill nets. It is surprising how quickly they become used to the
birch eanoe. The Indian boy as well as the girl is expert in canoe use at an early age, but as a rule the boy is less
venturesome. The father has no control over the children uutil they arvive at pubu'ty and the mother practically
allows them to have their way; they grow up like the faswn.

The mother nanes the infant in the first instance very much as we name o town, She usually gives birth to
the child in the bushes, and if beueath o pine tree would call it < Pine Tree”, but if a bird happened to be in it at
the time she wounld call it “ Sitting Bird”?, or « Flying Bird *, or “Singing Bird?, as the ease might be. These
names are temporary. If the child should be sick, svine one is chosen to select a name for it, and if the child gets
well it always retains the name, although it may-take other names, either selected by itself or by other persons,
which latter is given from some peculiarity, as ¢ Curly ITair”,

SELP-NAMING.—Self-naming is the most marked and mnique event in an Indiaw’s life, and is as follows: after
the child arrives at puberty, il' a boy the father, if a girl the mother, instead of placing before the child its portion
of food as nsual substitutes charcoal. The child knows what this is for; he must fast. So he goes into the woods
and hides himself, where he stays until he falls asleep and dreans of some animal, and-that animal not only gives
him a name but be is supposed 0 be under the good influences of that animal for life. Sometimes these fasts
continue tor dnys and sometimes they are short, but the truly savage keep up this costom yet. If a child dreams
of the red fox it is supposed he will become possessed of all the alertness, slyness, and trickery of that animal,
and all snch qualities are cheerfally conceded to him, whether he has them or not, until the tribe discover his laek
of them, when common nsage will substitute something derisive in place of it.

CQoNTROL OF CHILDREN.—After the fast and assuming a name the Indian is considered a full-fledged man or
woman. 1t is the eustom, however, for the son to obey his father as long aslhe lives, and the danghter her mother, |,
If the father dies the son yields obedience to the mother. This parental sway is exercised with very little coercion,
and the young are allowed to do about as they please in all things, TIn case of divorce the woman holds all the
children. ' i

SCALPS AND FEATHERS.—The children ave not barred from the war dance, medicine dance, or any othey
Indian performances. The child can put on feathers for the scalps taken by his ancestors, and hence the modern
Indian weurs feathers, though he may never have taken a-scalp. .

THE DOCGTORING OF 4 S1CK CHILD.—The child sick and treated by the medé lies on a mat, perhaps o pillow,
and the first medicine for the patient, no matter what the disease is, is fo cause it to vomit, and when this is over
the patient is purged until it suits the fancy of the family or attendant medé to stop. It may grow worse, when
a neb-a-keed or great medicine man is called. IHe comes, bringing with him his bones, which usually consist of s
set, 5 or'6 in number, but if he is very renowned he may add a piece of gun barrel or several more bones to the
regular set. He diagnosticates the disease, and then proceeds to swallow, as they say, the gun barrel first, if he
has it, and then oue after another the bones. These bones are nsually goose bones or those of the larger species
of the owl, hawk, or eagle, half an inch in diameter and 3 inches long. The swallowing over, it is claimed that the
bones will search out the diseased spot in the patient, and enable the medéwe to remove it. This process occupies
about half an hour, when one by one the bones are expelled from the mouth of the medéwe, bringing with them the
evil spirits which afflict the sick, they believing all discase is but an infliction of demons. The treatment of an
adult sick person is essentially the same. Wlien the case is still more desperate several meddwe ave called in, and
charms, incantations, and exorcisms are rescrted to as the proper practice to restore health.

RELATIONS OF THE SEXES.—The relation of the sexes will be better understood when it is known that incest,
rape, aitd fornication are not considered erines among these Indians, Many cases are well authenticated, while
looseness among the young is almost general. Marriage among them cousists in the boy asking the head .of the
family for the girl, and when the agreement is made the chief usually assents, at the same time giving the parties
his advice and admonition. It is the custom in some bands to permit the young couple to live together for a year,
allowing them to part if’ they wish. This, however, any couple can do, either practically divorcing the other. If -
the woman tires, she takes her childven and her and their personal effects and goes forth to build a new wigwam.
If the man tires, he leaves the woman in possession of the lodge or wigwam and departs. Sometimes he sends
herhome to her father in disgrace, that is, if sheis guilty of violating™ her marriage vows, which cougists in her
cohabiting with other men without his consent, Ie can sell her for such purposes, and frequently does, whwh is
no offense. It is to the credit of these people to say that such cases are becoming very rare:
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The penalty which a jealous husband may inflict is terrible.. It is disfigurement of the face, and the favorite
disfigurement is cutting off the nose. There is 1 woman thus disfigured amoug the Mississippis, 1 among the
Otter Tails, 2 at Red Iake, and I heard of 3 at Leech lake, 1 of whom was a young woman not over 25 years
old. This penalty was also inflicted by a Leech Lake Indian now living here, whose wife died at Brainerd within
a year after, it is alleged, from the effects. All the otlier vietims were old women, whieh shows that this terrible
ponalty is nearly obsolete. 'The object of this is to make the victim so ugly that no other man will want her.

ProMIscUuoUS COHABITING.—It is not considered wrong for unmarried people to cohabit, and as there is no
public sentimeut against it the young girls have no protection. The girls are usually timid, and are forced to sexnal
counection while very young. This is one of the worst features of savage life. .

MARRIAGEABLE Ack.—The time for marriage oceurs very soon after the age of puberty has been reached.
Many of both sexes marry before 14 years are completed, and the famale is usually the elder. The reason of this
can be found in the fact that the woman is the real worker in the Indian family, and the man is anxious, if he
can, to secure a good working squaw; that, having more age, she is shrewder and overreaches the young and
inexperienced ones, and that usually the squaw aecquires some property, which the Indian uses with his squavw,
or more often squanders.

Mavre EMrLoyMENT.—There is rigid distinetion between the work of the man and that of a woman, and yet
very much is done in common. The proper work tor a man in the old days was warring and hunting, The last
pitched battle between the Chippewas and the Sioux was fonght near Shakopee in 1858, but a few sealps have bheen
taken in North Dakota and Red River valley since then, When the leaves put forth in the spring the old warrior
would put on his'war paint and go forth to take Sioux scalps, while the prairie foe, equally well painted and
equipped, met him half way. The Sioux, well monnted on ponies or bronchos, had the advantage on the prairie,
but when he came 1o the timber the-tables were turned, and the Chippewa was ahead. Iivery foot of reservation
land at White Earth agency was once controlled by the Sioux, from which they were driven in the last 200 years.
This fighting lasted from early May until the first snow. Offen this reduced the number of males to less than half
of that of thetemales, and it is owing to this that the preponderance of females is now some 15 per cent in excess
of the males. The female was never considered a combatant, but she often proved a moat feroeious antagounist
when defending her family.

INDIAN HUNTERS.—The man only hunts, and the.boy is always seen with his bow and arrow when playing
in the bushes hefore he is old enough to carry a gnn, and often he is so expert as to shoot birds and squirrels, and
sometimes rabbits. The Winchester is the favorite weapon.. The shotgunis seldom used, except for ducks during
the wild. rice season, usually from Aungust to December The Winchesters in use have both shot and ball
cartridges. _ ' '

GaME.—The wild goose is found only in certain localities, and these are usually on the confines of settlements
near grain fields. The duck is found around all manomin, as the wild rice lakes are called, in countless numpers.
The partridge, or-ruffled grouse, is the only game bird .in the timber. The game of greatestrangeis the deer, found
all over northern Minnesota, Chance deer are killed wlhen the ground is bare, but the huuting isnot good unless
there is a tracking snow, and then the venison is brought in in great quantities.. The hides are usually used for
moceasins. The next great food animal is the moose, and he: qurpa&.ses all the deer in his immense size, often
weighing, dressed, close on to 1,000 pounds. Above the forty-eighth pamllcl they are more numerous than the
deer. The meat is tender, very juicy,and only in the spring has an unpalatable taste, caused, it is said, by feeding
on spruce, balsam, and ceddr boughs almost exclusively, and such stuff as no other animal eatb. They are very
easily domesticated. They are more rapid growers than the ox, and worth double in the. market. Op the
same range as the moose is the caribon, or reindeer, but not so. pleutiful. This is the most beautiful of the déer
kind, with a soft, shiny, dark fur coat. It is a little larger than the common deer, but not so numerous. They
are easily tamed. All these animals are killed by the Indians throughout the year, and year by year become less
numerous. Antelopes are killed, though rarely, on the ontskirts of the timbers on Thief and Red rivers. Jack
rabbits are rarely found in merthern Minnesota, but never speeially hunted. The bear, fox, wolf, otter, mink,
~muskrat, and skunk are all hunted for their fur, and are trapped, instead of shot. A bear trap is made by raising
timber on props, a deadfall.  Asthe bear hibernates, he is.little hunted until sprimg. Pits are often dug, into which
he is guided. The steel tmp is also used with success. ‘The wolf is also caught with steel traps, but is very

cunmng in evading then. Many. of these tmppers ew,n now realize a. large sum . of money from a W]nter’s
-eatel

"Howsms.—House building is taken up as the. man'’s employment. Mau y very well built log houges are found
but, they are much more frequently built for:white men than: for-theirownuse. ‘' TheIndian is an expert wogdworker,
but is unusua.lly slow at everything, On ‘Red.Lake point.the Indiabs have built a war dance hall in octagonal
form, 38 feet in-diameter, which they have roofed over: ‘witle log*s ‘well fitted and joined. One reason why they do
not bm]d good dwellings is the fact that when an Indian dies in the house it is left desolate forever. New houses
are abandoned for this cause as well as old, and until this custom is overcome it will be impossible to permanently
locate the Tndian. Some of the Christian lndxcms continue to follow the custom;
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INDIAN sMITHS.—The Indian is inclined to the metallurgical arts. The government blacksmiths usnally have
Indian helpers, who ave-skillful at the forge. The government smith at Leech Lake is a half-breed Indian, and is
a first-class mechanie,

Hav.—Of farm work the Indian makes the hay. He owns the pony, and has found out that it comes through
the winter better on hay than to browse. He puts up large quantities in-excess of what he uses, because be has a
market. Ile manages to get the squaw to help him work the hay into stacks, and it is not uncommon for the
Squaws to put up hay by themselves to sell to the lnmbermen.

MAPLE SUGAR.~While maple sngar making is usnally considered squaw work, of lafe years the men have
worked in the sugar bush with the women. Some lodges now make 1,200 pounds. There are but few lodges which
malke less thau 300 pounds.

LuMBuRING.—Lwinbering is another kind of work that the man claims as his, while he uses the squaw as
helper. The squaw will chop as mueh timber as a wman and work steadier.

Seuaw work.—Exclusive squaw labor comprises almost everything not already mentioned. She gathers the
bark for the wigwam, the rushes for mats, and weaves them. These mats are really very pretty and very
serviceable, but their slow process of weaving makes them costly. The rushes of which they are made, nsing the
basswood bark for warp, are found in all shoal lakes in Minnesota, They are gathered in June or July and arve
boiled, s0 as to make them soft and pliable. ' The warp undergoes a similar process and is carefully dried, when
it is ready for weaving. This is done by making a frame of a piece of board with two crossbars as far apart
as the length of the desived mat, each at right angles with the horizontal board. From the board between the
two crossbars and parallel with them the rushes are suspended. The weaver then begins with her prepared
basswood bark, sometimes interweaving several straws or threads of divers colors. The process is very slow, but
with a loom, using the basswood for warp or binding twine, as many of these women are now doing, these mats or
carpets could be woven so as to bring them within the prices for which such things can be sold. These mats
invariably form the base of the Indian bed, and often cover the floor and sides of the lodge. They are always
woven at odd hours.

WriewAMs.—The wigwam frame, on which mats are spread for shelter, consists of 2 forked sticks leaned and.
locked together at the top; othersare set up againstthese, so as to form a skeleton cone.  Birch bark is the favorite
covering, but spruce, balsam, tamnarack, and many other kinds are used. A lodge proper differs from tle wigwam.
in that the frame resembles the frame of a house, and formerly was tied in place by either basswood bark or
tamarack root, but now they are more usually nailed together. The size of the lodge varies, but is nsually abont
16 feet square and from 4 to 6 feet high to where the roof springs from the side. The roofs are sometimes
gable and sometimes Lip, but whatever the form the center always has an open place for the smoke to escape,
unless the owner has a stove, which about half of them have, when the bark is carried as close to the protruding
pipe as i3 safe. :

Foop.—TIt is the squaw’s work to supply food; hence, when a deer js brought to the lodge she has to skin and
dress it. The Indian uses for food every part of the deer except hoofs, horns, and bones. All the offal of game is
eaten, and that, too, without much time wasted in the cleaning, Owls and hawks are always eaten.

Crops.—The great cereal crop is corn, or mandamin. The next crop in value is the potato. Beyond a few
beans, pumpkins, and squashes the above comprise the extent of Indian industrial agriculture, They are very
fond of rutabagas, but never raise any; and the same is true of tomatoes and cabbages. .

Frsurye.—This is still exclasively squaw work, and to carry it on requires the gill net, canoce, and 2 SQUE WS,
The net is made of fine linen thread, netted by Indian women, The width of the whole is from 2 to less than 3
feet and of any desired length; they are seldom under 100 nor over 200 feet long. One end is started of the
required width and the desired number of threads; a slight frame is added to form the sides, which are all movable.
The netting is then started, and the squaw holds the work from her with the great toe of cither foot inserted into a.
mesh, while she nets the meshes with her hands. The Indians net very rapidly in this manner, and will make a
1560-foot net in a day and a half., The uets sell for 82.

Every Indian over 10 years of age is an expert canoeist. I have seen girls of that age set and take up nets,
but usually this work is done by squaws much older, as follows: one side of the net is weighted, then spruce
splints ave run through the meshes every few feet between the ends, which are fastened to upright stakes driven into
the lake bed, so as to streteh the net as straight and taut as possible. Thespruce float sticks upright and the fish
swim into the net, foreing the heads through the meshes to the gills, when they are canght. The nets are set every
night and taken up every morning with varying success, though usually they get some, unless the weather is
unusually rongh. On Red lake the haul of whitefish and tulube, both spécies of the same genus, is often a hundred. '
Neither of these fishes will bite at a hook. Sturgeon, cat, bass, pike, and pickerel are also caught in gill nets,
Tor other fishing, lines with baited hooks attached are often set. v - v

CAnoEs.—Theonly canoe handled by the squaw is made of birch bark, the making of which has been common to
‘both sexes from the earliest times. The bark canoe is the lightest of all vessels. They vary in size from 8 feet up
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to the great ones on Lake Superior, 25 or 30 feet long, that will carry as many men. The manner of making the
canove, whether large or small, is the same, and is as follows: a place is hollowed in the grouwd to conform to the
oval shape of the bottom. Two stakes are driven upright, abont 8 inches apart, on the outside rim of the
hollow, and directly across the center, on both sides, The gunwale or top rim is then fastened .to and between each
pair of stakes, which shapes the canoe top. The frame is then ready for the bark, which is fitted, shaped, and
sewed with great care, placed inside the¢ gunwale, and sewed or tied to it with the prepared little roots-of the
tamarack. The ribs are next put in place, thus stretehing the boat into proper shape. - When this has been done
the seams of the bark are carefully pitched over, and it is then ready for use. The cost varies from $8 to $15,
according to size. An Indian'will pack on his back for many miles-one that will carry a ton of freipght. -They will
piteh a person into the water on the slightest deviation from gravity. In stepping into a canoe one must stepin the
center and keep his weight there, or be sure of a ducking. A paddle about 6 fect long, made of spruce and very
light, was formerly the only means of propulsion. A very few huve rowlocks attached. With these paddles in
calm lake water 2 Indians will propel themselves 5 and 6 miles per hour, and it apparently malkes but little, if any,
difference on which side they row. The craft is ungurpassed for shoal water or shore navigation, but the Indians
will not venture into rolling waves with them, nor in freezing water. They are so light and thin that a piece of
floating wood will punch a hele in them, and thin ice would cat holes through them in paddling a quarter of a mile.

FueL.—A fter the squaw bas furnished the food she must furnish fuel to cook it; hence, she sets her wigwam
ag handy to water and wood as she can cleverly get it. The fuel is usually dry ¢ down timber”, and the favorite
is of jack pine and tamarack. She cuts it into abount 3-foot lengths, splits it vp as fine as she wants it for burning,
and then packs it to her wigwam. If sheis by an open road, she carrvies the pack horizontally, and carries in
measurement sowmetimes a cord foot to a back load; but if the trail iv. narrow and bushy, she turns her paeck so
that the sticks are vertical, in order to prevent catching in the bushes, . They gather fuel for each day usually,
and can be seen out in the stormiest weather with packs of tuel,

Croruixeg.—It is squaw work to clothe the family, though this has been modified since the Indian has adopted
the white man’s clothes. A very few old Indiaus cling to breechclonts, and these the squaw still clothes, and she
still makes moccasins, for but few Indians wear boots. The moecasin is made almost exclusively of deer or moose
skins. The flesh side ot the green skin is first covered with ashes and left to itself a day or so, wlen the char oe
starts the hair, which is seraped off, and the hideis then carefully cleaned of all flesh or extraneous matter, It is
then put into some liquid to soak, after which it is taken out and wrung as dry as possible by 2 persons, each with
a stick inserted into the ends twisting against the other. This usually stretches the hide much beyond its
original size; then it is carefully spread out and stretched again on a frame and left to dry, after which it is
tanned, with smoke mainly, if not exclusively, then rubbed and curried into its soft leathery form, and is ready for
use; A squaw will then squat down and in a few winutes, with apparently no guide but her eye, cut out with
shears a pair of moccasins, which she quickly makes, and when done they fit exactly. This operation she repeats,
if the hide be large enough, for every inmate of her lodge; but if there is zmy shortage it falls on the children
unable to work or hunt.

The male dress is.made of cloth, as well as that of the children and her own garments, by the squaw, The wonen
have completely adopted ‘the dress of their civilized sisters, and not over 5 per cent of the males wear Indian
clothes. The heads of the women are seldom covered other than with shawls or blankets. In dressmaking.
they are adepts, imitating every latest fashion as quickly as their white sisters, and not a few have sewing
machines, which they run skillfully. The ornamentation in dress most worthy of notice is beadwork, at which
Indian women excel. There is much taste exhibited in pattern, and otten these arve executed in the highest skill,
Their work embraces historic and legendary characters.

BuLiers.—The beliefs of the Indians center mainly on spirits. There are spirits in everything, good spirits
and bad spirits, waking and slumbering spirits, gnardian and destructive spirits. It is hard to separate a spirit
from.an Indian’s belief upon any subject. The more active spirits are found in the more active animals, while the
spirits of the winds, waters, woods, arc a sort of slumbering, negative kind, only active when some wrong has been
inflicted on them. They claim to have offended the water spirits if caught out on the lake in a storm, but when the.
waves roll high under the influence of spring winds there is thought to be a fight between the elements, and they
make the innocent their vietims. At least one animal spirit watches over each Indian. They claim to see their
dead friends and yelations, and also claim that they suffer from cold after death if the body is not wrapped up
“warmly -when buried, and.that- the dead form also suffexs from hunger and thirst, It is probably these beliefs
that cause the mother to'deprive herself of good, Warm garments which she needs very much in winter to wrap up
her dead daughter in order that the dead one may not be cold. They also always set food for the dead as though
they were alive, and econtrive to do so for at least a year after death not. only in the lodge but in the grave house.

This belicf has such strong hold upon the Indian mind as to negative his echaracter. If heis a: bad Indian; it
is because the bad spirits have got control of him and made him so; if he is good, it is becanse he is so from the
influence of good spirvits. These spirits, as well as all things, are either the creation of Manitou the mighty or by
his permission. If the Indian is bad from the influence of bad spirits it is the will of Manitou. In their philosophy
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there is no merit in a good action and no econdemnation in a bad one. This is theory, but custom has built up
certain practices concerning these opposing influences. If amanis noted forkindness, his goodness is appreciated,
becase by associating with him they will be 1ore directly under good influences. If a man is perverse, malicious,
and generally vicious, he is shunned so completely that it amounts to ostracism. They have an idea that all water
spirits are the enemies of man; hence a fear, that amounts to a terror, of being drowned. The Indian will die brave
enongh other ways, but death by water is to him terrible. An Indian is feported as having been wrecked in his
eanoe on a bold sbore on Leech lake, and while clinging to the wreck in desperation his escaped comrade took &
fish spear and thrust it into him and pulled him ashore in the presence of parties coming to the reseue. This was
done that he might not drewn, but he was happy to die on land in about 2 minutes,* There is alake on the ‘White
Earth reservation with no visible outlet, which is filled with fish, yet the Indians will not eat one, because they
say the fish could never have gotten there except by the aid of bud spirits.

CREED OF THE MEDEWR.— What religions Lelief the Indian has is taught hun by the meddwe, or grand
- medicine men, This society is in fact secret. It embraces all their religion, medicine, and jurisprudence. 1t is in
control of all Indians exeept nominal christians, and of these there is not one who does not fear the medéwe. The
followers or believers of the medéwe arve called medéwin,  When asked * How many christians in your band?” the
chief would say, all medéwin but 2, 10, or 20, as the ease might be. The morals tanght are few but unobjectionable.
One Indian must not speak evil of another. e must be hospitable, even to his enemy; mustnot steal; and in the
sense which they use property there is not a people more free from theft. A hungry Indian has a right to take
food anywhere, but that an Indian would steal your pocketbook or any of your personal effects is not believed.
They are taught to obey the Iaw, and they do so when they know what it is.

There is a very short aud simple law relating to property. All property, except personal effects, belongs to
the band in common; so if an Indian dies it does not disturb the band in the least. The personal effects arve those
which belong to the individual Indian, and are his clothing, blankets, gan, dogs, and ponies. These the band
exchange or give to other Indians, and they usually get as good a trade as possible; for if the deceased leaves a
widow the bigger will her bundle be to distribute at the year's end among the male relatives of the deccased. The
eldest son is the noininal inheritor and disposes of this property. :

Their creed and practice of medicine are so intermingled that one can not be well separated from the other.
The claim of the medéwe is substantially that when the Manitou had created Menabasho, Waynesbosho,
Menuebosho, or Eshi-gi-go-ba (for the first man is known under all these names), certain spirits put life into him,
and from these, thns associated, the medéwe societies or degrees sprang. They assume to have among them,
kept a secret, all the means by which the original medéwe ¢ put into the heart of Menabasho the life”, and that
these spirits control and inspire them. Of eourse such high pretensions, it believed in, would have almost
unbounded sway oyer their followers, and such is the fact. _They know the morals taught are good ; ‘rhat they. are
the source of law; that many of the white folks believe in the skill of these doctors as well as themselves, and
hence ave ready to swallow all their high religiens pretensions, and they teach it as part of their creed. liach
medé has a medicine bag in which- he carries his herbs, charms, neb-a-kkeed bones (if he belongs to that high
degree), invitation sticks, sacred drum, sacred rattle, and also the bat of fate and charm stones. The Indian
believes in the potency of all these things as receiving the sanction of heaven, and regards them with as much
reverence as the christian does the cross. The Indian heavenis the ¢ happy hunting ground”, where every good,
foll grown medé will go; but if he has been at any time of his life under the control of bad spirits he will ¢ stay
out in the cold”, unless the medéwe intercedes for him, and the immature child as well. This dreary land is the
connterpart of purgatory, and is all the-abode of punishment in their theology. It is not a fixed abode, for there
is no one so bad but for a suitable fec the medéwe will manage to get Lim through inte the “happy hunting
grounds”. .

WorsBIP.—The medéwe have no stated time of worship, as all their performances ‘are sacred and inspired.
Whenever oue s sick the medicine man attends, and if the patient grows worse he calls in one of higher degree,
if he does not himself belong to a neb-a-keed, who goes through the performance of swallowing bones and expelling
evil spirits. If the patient dies, the final scene of getting the patient into the ¢happy hunting gronnds?”
is suspended for a year. All sueh ceremonies may occur at any time.

Rice rrasr.—The manomin {wild rice) feast comes in the fall after gathering rice and before the winter hunt.
It is a sort of thamksgiving, and prayers are offered to Manitou,

_ Doa rrase,—~—The dog feast is a sacred one, and sometimes occurs in connection with other feasts, but most
usually alone, and at any season of the year which the meddéwe thinks appropriate. It is usnally held in a
medicine lodge, a long, open-air structure about 15 feet wide and from 50 to 200 feet long. At these feasts all the
ineautations and history of the order are sung or recited and ceremonies performed. They usnally kill and stew
a dog in rice and eat it after certain ceremonies, and after eating wind up with a dance. The last thing done at
gome dances iy to kill a dog, tie his fore feet together, then his hind feet, and, lay him out in the midst of the
abandoned lodge. ' ) ' :
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Four pEGREES.—The society consists of 4 degrees, which may be retaken in a higher manner, thus giving
rise to the statement that it contains 8 degrees. The initiate must first malce application for permission to join the
society; no onc is barred on account of sex. If license be given, one must study with some medd for a term of
months and gather a bundle, which is given as an admission fee. The usual time for this is winter.  Every time
he takes a new degree he has to pay in a new fee.

JUGGLERY.—The rites embruce jugglery of all descriptions. The libergraphs contain o full description of all
their performances, and those (% in number) left by Bay-ba-moi-way contain fully 500 pictures, half of which are
already determined, much of it veritable history.

This society is-more powerful over the Indian than christianity; only where its sway has departed, as among
the mixed bloods, has civilization gotten any foothold. Often a ecross is seen among the sacred symbols. The
medéwin do not W&.Ilt to antagonize any god.

Broop ror BLooD.—TFormerly if one Indian killed ~mother the band to which lhe belonged must aveuge lis
death if the near relatives of the murdered man were unable to do so.  This old Jaw is nearly obsolete. Only two
recent cases are known.

CHIEFS’ AUTHORITY.—It is questionable whether chiefs in the old days had any more than nowminal anthority,
for when they raised a war party it was done by invitation, the party invited haviug the option to go or stay; and
it seems that any brave could do the same thing, and he could . fight his enemies-either with or without the consent
of liis chief. If dissatisfied, he could go off with his lodges and establish a new band, and was ab onece recognized
as a chief. ' :

PHYSICAL CONDITION.—The Indian men are but littie less in Leight than the white men in Minuesota. The
women aré considerably shorter than the white women. I have seen but 1 very tall squaw, and she appeared as
though she might have white blood; but there are very few that would be cven classed as tall. The men are less
musecular, and hence much inferior to white men i weight., Their greatest museular development is in the lower
extremities, The women, on the other hand, ave very muscular, and will weigh full as much as the average white
woman. As a whole, they are very scrofulous, a large majority of full bloods showing traces of it. The doctors
and Indians themselves consider it syphilitic. At Red Lake much serofula exists among Indians; infermarrying
has carried it there.

I.UNG DISEASES.—About two-thirds of the deaths result from luu(r troubles, and the number of deaf and Dlind
is more than double what it is among an equal nwmber of whites. .

MENTAL DEVELOPMENT.—The mental development is different from white people; yet in nothing whatever,
not even in scouring the woods, do they show themselves the superiors of the whites, while in most things they are
decidedly inferior, '

EpucaTioN.—The government school at White Earth has been running for 20 years, and yet it has not turned
out half a dozen scholars with a good common school education. It is claimed by ull the teachers that they are
equal in mental power to the whites. Those studies which require form aud observation are most casily learned;
in penmanship they are perhaps, as mere scrilbes, the equal of white children; they are good at drawing; they take
in quickly the orthography of the English language, and acquire readily a limitod knowledge of geography and
history. But very few ever get even a practical knowledge of arithmetic. They are very fond of musie and soon
become good singers.

CHARACTERLSTICS,—They are usually cheerful, They are mostly keen witted « nd inveterate jokers.
RGONOMIC CONDITION..

Wurre BEARTH INDIANS.—The economie condition of the several tribes at the White Barth agency is varied,
That of the White Barth mized bloods will compare quite favorably with their white neighbors, ranging but little
behind. A very few full bloods have taken to agriculture and appear to get along by it, but most of them are still
wild, squalid, and dirty in their houses and wigwams. Thereis a marked improvement on the Red Lake reservation
in thm as well as in almost every other respect. ' ' '

Gury LAk INnrAxs,—This band is the poorest and most filthy of all the lidians. Two-thirds are mixed
bloods, who have adopted civilization, and the other third are full bloods, spending all they ean get for whisky.
The full bloods raise nothing, and live mainly by begging or fishing. The whole band numbers 217, of which 123
are mixed bloods, following civilized pursuits. Their former reservation is now in possession of the whites, but
some of the Indians still cling to their old haunts, '

RED LAKE RESLRVACL[ON.

_ The new reservation of Red Lake will contain 30 townships, exclusive of the lake and, the Red Lake River
valley, where it is mainly located. It is extremely rich in everything to make a prosperous agricultural country;

besules, the river is navigable at all seasons of the year, for boats drawing 2 feet of water, from the outlet to the
Thief river, a distanece by the thread of the stream of 150 miles. It would be hard to find a point on the new
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reservation 10 miles from navigable water. The old reservation north of the upper lake is said to be worthless as
agrienltural land, except for hay, there being many large natural meadows. It is described as being in the main
an alternation of tamarack swamps with ridges heavily timbered, and slopes to within from 3 to 10 miles of Red
Lake, toward Lake of the Woods. The Duluth and Winnipeg raiiroad passes between these great lakes, touching
both, :

RED LAKE CHIPPEWAS.—At Thief river, where Moose Dung and his band reside, the wigwams and
lodges were much cleaner than at White Earth. Their gardens were free from weeds, and usually they had good
crops of corn and potatoes. The land is prairie, but interspersed with groves of timber so evenly that if surveyed
very few gquarter seetions would be found without their own timber. All the land is very rich, with an immense
growth of the blue-joint grass, and this fertility holds good up to Red Lake outlet. "

There is no lack of water or grass, and Indian eorn and all kinds of grain are produced. Tomatoes are raised
all around Red lake. .

Tha other 6 bands of Red Lake Indians are located around the government agency, as at Red Lake Point.
All of these bands are superior to the Indians upon other reservations. They have abundant food in the shape of
meat and potatoes, and would fave corn had they o mill to grind it. The Point Indians, as they are called, are
self-sustaining, refusmg generally all government aid. These bands are being constantly visited by other bands
of Indians, many of whom are in Canadian blankets, and some of whom reside permanently with them, either
adopted by the Red Lake bands or so blended with them as to render a perfect census difficult. While but 1,120
Indians were found, the whole number may reach 1,500, and of those enumerated several are Canada Indians,
adopted by the bands and put on the annnity rolls,

MiINERALS.—There are no winerals except large deposits of mineral paint of various colors, brought np and
raised into mounds by springs, some of which may prove valuable. There is coal, but it was bronght in the drift
which overlies the whole country. The Indians will not show where they get it, but claim it to bein large amounts.

LELCH LAKYE RESERVATION,

The Lecch Lake reservation covers about 150 square miles, exclusive of the lake, It is all heavy timber,
mostly hard wood, sugar maple predominating, but interspersed with pine ridges. No effort is made to open the
land for cultivation, and although the country is a valuable stock range there was but 1 cow in Leech Take giving
mwilk. The government owns 3 cows. ;

There afe 12 listed buildings at Leech Lake, all of which are, in fact, in o dilapidated condition and of no use
except to the government. ’

LErCHE LAKE INDIANS.—The Leech ILake tribe is composed of 23 bands numbering 1,115. They are now
located on their beantiful island and on the shores of the lake, the most picturesque sheet of water in the sgate.
There are 237 lodges, and the nverage number of persons to a lodge is 4.73, which corresponds very closely to our
families, There is 22 per cent excess of femmales and 10 per cent of deaths over births. Nearly one half the males
are married, and 8 have more than 1 wife, Their 96 houses would shelter all by crowding in nearly 12 o a house,
but if we dednet the pupils in the government sehool it will reduce the number to 11. Onein about 50 is either
deaf and dumb or blind; 1 in 350 is demented in some way. .

The sngaxr crop a,mounth in round numbers to 10 pounds per capita. The supply of potatoes is small, and the
ponies get most of the corn. Most of the hay is sold to lumbermen.

The division between the .medéwin and christians does not cover the whole number of Indians; but often,
they said,there were Indians who did not or would not belong to either, which class is larger than is here indicated.
There are 3 trading posts at the reservation, each doing a good business, with little but the Indians to do business
with, except the government employdés,

There is not a plow that can be used on this reservation. They get but few rations and claim that. there is a
short supply of clothing. Many have stoves and sewing machines 1n the houses.

MILLE LAC RESERVATION.

This reservation is not as large as Leech Lake, and, like it, borders on one of the grand inland lakes. Itis
covered with heavy timber, mostly hard wood, but has much valuable pine still standing. Most of these Indians
talk of going to White Earth. :

- MizLe Lac Inpians.—There are 8 bands of Miile Lac Indians. Large numbers of them are going to White
Earth to take np land in allotment. These Indians are very poor, but quiet and peaceable. The excess of females
is over 25 per cent in this band, while the mixed bloods are only 26. The married couples number over half of the
males, and tlhere 1s but 1 polygamist. The number of houses is only 1 to 30 people, which is no doubt owing to
the fact that tliey have expected removal. The sugar crop is less than B0 pounds per. capita, and all declared the
season there to be the poorest ever known, ~ ‘ :

.
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This tribe takes pride in their loug unbroken peace with the government.  Tlie head chief, Wa-we-pay-conike,
has a medal issued to his ancestors in 1801 by President Jefferson, There is no government supervision over
them of any kind at present, yet the settlers speak well of them and they of the settlers. The gituation is
strained, as the setticrs think they have a right to locate claims on the reservation, while the Indians claim not to
have wholly released it.

WINNEBAGOSHISI (WIHITE 0AK PUINT) RESERVATION.

The Winnebagoshish reservation is about 500 square miles in extent, a large portiod of which borders on the
take and has been overflowed. The water has heen raised 9 feet, and a' dam has been constructed for even & much
greater head. The Indians complain of being unjustly treated in the settlement of thm flowage. It certainly has
ruined many valuable sugar bushes and destroyed much valuable timber,

CAss Laxk Lpians.—The Cass Lake tribe has 3 bands, nuwmbering 235 persons. Their veservation is small,
lymg within the Winnebagoshish reservation and embracing buf a few pomts an@ shore lands aronnd the Ltke
and some islands in it. It is mainly pine Jand and unsuitable for furming. They raise but little corn, a fair
supply of potatoes, and reccive some aid from the-government. They are 50 miles from a post office, and the
country 1s as wild as ean be found. These Indians have good houses and are largely christians, They are not
as rich or as well fed as the Red Lake Indians, although Cass lake abounds in splendid whitefisk. There is a
wagon road out to Fosston, 70 miles west; otherwise all 1s dont-by porrage in summer and by pony sledges on the
ice in winter, ' .

WLNNEBAG()SHNII INpIANS.—The Winnebagoshish are very poor, but are going to work cutting ““dead and
down timber?, of which there ave large quantities, They had but 6 houses in a band of 154, Much of the poor
condition of Llllh band was attribnted to the stoppage of work on thé Duluth and Winnipeg railvoad, for which
company most of the band were at work. They get but little support from the government and raise next to
nothing. They put up a quantity of hay to sell to lumbermen. They also produce large quantirvies of maple
sugar, cranberries, and furs. Whisky is furnished them without mueh risk of dotection or punishment, probably
owing to their remoteness from any anthority.

The mixed bloods of this band are more numerous than the full bloods, They are as poor as the Indians of
Gull Lake, and liquor obtamed from the whites is the canse of it.

Wairrs Oax Pomnr.—Ke-w ..\-y-(hn, from White Oak Poing, with his Land, was at Leech Lake. e had 45
Indians belonging to this reservation, 20 males and 23 females.  There wero 2 females born within the year and no
deaths. This band has 8 houses for 45 Indians, so most of them live in houses except when wandering. There was
1eripple and 3 blind.  The sugar made exceeds 100 pounds to every Indian in the band.  There are but 4 medéwin,

"There are some chrigtians,

The larger part of these Indians live around Sandy Lake aijd Aitkin.  Me-sog-ua-days, the head chief, lives
at Sandy Lake; also O-ge-ma-wal and his band; William Me-sog-na-dias; Ka-ge-kay-be-quay, with her baud,
and George Smith and his band. En-sine, or \N’ll]ikun’Yankee, is at Kimberly, 12 miles east of Aitkin, and
O-wa-quay:quay-ge-shig is at Rabbit Lake if mnot at Aitkin. There is I chief at or near White Oak Point,
0-sa-Wwa-ue-me-ke. '

GENERAL REMARKS.

LAKE FORMATION.—Bvery reservation except White Barth is adjacent to lake or river or botl, and even that
rescrve -has numerous small lakes. Many of these lakes are fed by imumense springs. Some of them are on
dividing vidges. Red lake is practically on the lLighest land between Lalke of the Woods and Red viver, yet it
covers D00 square miles of a basin of less than 2,000 miles in area and sends through its outlet a volume of water
200 feet broad and 2 feet in depth in the channel, with a cuwrrent velocity of over 4 miles an Liour. Sowme of these
lakes never freeze solid; others remain open a month longer than the useal time of closing, and generally all are
well stocked with fish. These lakes are scattered over an area of 20,000 square wiles between Thief River faulls
and Mille Lac. To visit the bands in their several localities required more than 730 mniles’ travel, by canoe, tean, or
on foot, which for the time, October 3 to December 1, 1890, averaged 1:2.5 miles per day, during wlich T \euhed
the returns as to 3,519 Indians and actually euumcmted 391 for T conld not find that any cnumeration had ever
been made at Cass, Winnebagoshish, Leech, or Gull lakes, or BMille Lae.  During 23 days I employed an interpreter.
We traveled 13 miles per day and enumerated 2,026 Indians, Nearly half of the time we traveled on foot.

I found.-each chief well posted in everything relating to his own band, questioning him through-the interpreter,
the chiet getierally receiving aid from the best posted of his band. While the inforination here given may not be
absolutely exact, it is nearly correct, and the very best approximation to exactness that has been reached.

(GOVERNMENY BUILDINGS.— The number of government buildings at White Barth of all kinds is 23, of wluch
the ouly properly coustructed building is the one now occupied by the government school. This has a good stone
foundation and stands well, 1t is 3 stories high, which is an objectionable height where land costs nothing,
Between 50 and 60 lights of glass were out of the windows August 26, when I visited it. In the several rooms I
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found about 100 yards of plaster off or so much damaged as to quuu'e removal. Some parts of the building
were fairly clean, but the boys’ bath room and the small boys’ sitting room needed attention. Lvery desk in the
higher grade was besmeared with ink. The dormitories, except that for the small girls, were in the third story,
in frout of whiel was a balcony, from which a stairway, with a pitch of over 60 degrees, narrowed down by an
obstructing water pipe to about 2 feet in the clear, led down to the second-story balcony. The school has a
apacity, by crowding, for 200 scholars, of whom at least 140 wounld have to sleep in those third-story dormitories.
The value of the building, inclading furniture, is approximately $8,000. All the other government buildings,
12 junamber, are built without underpinning, although plenty of stone could be had within half a mile. The large

government barn had been raised np and a pile foundation put under it, It is, next to the school, in the best:

condition. The other burns, 4 in number, are all cheap structures,in fair repair. The value of these structures
may be $800. The sawmill at Rice river is in a bad condition, thouglh it looked as if a few dollars would put it
in running order; value, 81,500.

GENERAL APPEARANCE.—The economic condition of these Indians having been givenin detail, their appearance
has been already quite fully described, It is certain that they do not appear the savage of 30 years ago, nor even
of 15. It will be seen that now and then an old Indian retains his old costume, but not one yoang Indian clings
to the old savage dress. The red head paint, which was o universal 15 years ago, is scarcely cver seen now. The
ever bare head of both sexes, withlong, braided hair, is fast disappearing, and the hat and cap are coming into more
general use, There is in every respect a great improvement in their appearance.

. The progress of these Indians from the savage state to their present position has been very great. The respect
for law, with a desire for its enforcement, appears to be gencral, - '

DECREASING POPULATION.—The population as a whole is slowly decreasing, and with the full bloods it is
most marked. The White Barth Indiang show a slight gain, but the gain is with the mixed bloods. As these
Indians had been counted by enumerators, I do not question the figures, but 39 births among 2,015 Indians is
manifestly incorrect, and 32 deaths in the same number is worse. This gives but 1 birth to 52 and but 1 death to
02 Indians. Both are so manifestly wrong as to be worthless in calculating whether the tribe is inereasing or
decreasing. At Bed Lake the number of births was 45 and the number of deaths 52. The deaths are more than
double the number for White Earth Indians, and yet the death rate is lower than for the Cass Lakes, which is 1
in 21 (the Red Lakes rate is 1 in 22}, or the Winuebagoshish, which gives 1 to 16. While the White Darth birth
list is 1 to 52, Red Lake stands 1 to 25, Cass Lake 1 to 29 and Winnebagoshish 1 to 23. The Leech Lake birth
rate and death rate are the samne as the Red Lakes, 1 birth to 25, and 1 death to 22, Mille Lac returns 1 hirth to
30 and 1 death to 35.5, and Gull Lake returns T birth to 28 and 1 death to 37, which would indicate that these 2
bands ave increasing. The opinions of Dr. Belt, of Red Lake, and Dr, Zeal, of Leech Lake, the only 2 physicians
who have bad any practical experience, coneur that the death rale is too low, because, if an Indian child dies on
the rice gathering trip or in the sugar bush, it is buried and nothing said of it. It is quite likely that this class
of deaths would dd to the death rate of bands where no statistics are ke pt, which would bring the death list up
to 11in 24, and eorrespoudingly affect the ratio of decrease.

[t is certain that none of these bands are mcreasing in their fuil-blood population, but better food, clothing,
sanitary conditions, and more cleanly niodes of living may cause a large inerease of the mixed blood but not,
however, enough to prevent a slight decrease of the aggregate,

NUMBER OF MIXED BLOODS.—The present number of mixed bloods on the White Earthagency exceeds 1,600,
with an estimated increase of' 25 per cent in 10 years, while the full bloods decreased at the rate of 10 per ('ont
during the same time. Many of the young Indian women arve neat aud tidy in .appearance, good cooks, and no
women, for their condition, make more faithfal wives. They consider that the lowest white man makes a better
‘hungband than the best Indian, because he works and cares more for his children. These women feel themselves
under the protection of the white man’s law when marvied to a white man, and know that they are the object
of barter if married to an Indian.

LavGUAcE.—The mixed bloods do not, as o general thing, talk Chippewa, and many do not understand it.

CorxTrY.——The new reservations are ample to supply all the Indians in a comfortable manner., The Whife
Barth still containg 32 townships, half of which is rich prairie land, while the other half is heavily timbered and
almost equally divided between pine and hard wood. The hard wood land is nearly all susceptible of tillage ox
pasture; the pine land is generally worthless for cultivation.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCEES.—The government schools are not sectarian, yet they require a Sunday service
of somo kind, which invelves a sort of religious air. To this the medéwin, or unchristianized Indian, objects.
The mission church schools are very much like the government schools, except the short opening religious
exercises, requiring 15 minutes of time. Only primary branches are taught in any of them, and those of the most
radimentary kind. These schools have capacity for 500 pupils only, while there are 1,200 children to be edncated.
There are about 75 children at Red Lake point and at Bear island, in Leech lake. The Winnebagoshish, Wh1te
Oak Point, Grull Lalke, and Mille Lae Indians, with over 300 chxldreu of sehool ¢ 'Lge, have no schools at all
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Afew Indian children at Pine point, White-Farth reservation, bad been sent to the district schools, and the
Indians claimed much greater progress than in the mission schoot at Detroit, Two mixed-blood boys have become
inmates of the high school, with the most favorable reports as to scholarship, and the same is reported from
Wadena,

The church work is strongly felt among the mixed bloods, but does not get & foothold among full blood
Indians except at Red Lake, where one-bhalf are under church influence.

The chiefs all claim to want schools, but object to anything in the line of religious observance. They consider
the.church as attacking their religion, whicli at once arouses the apprehension of the only organized power in these
savage communities, and it is exerted to its ufmost not only to keep pupils in the Indian schools from getting
away from the medéwin but also to get those who return from eastern schools into the Indian fold again; and
they are successful in most instances,.

I believe that I have given nearly every important custom except the rites of the medéwe, and these are
secret, . '

The Indian makes the most progress in gambling and other vices of the white man, 3

The lack of legal protection to the female is n great obstacle to progress. Now they are robbed and plundered
by any savage who is father, brother, or relative of tlie woman, and. the squaw is left to support her children the
best she can. The police court is doing a good business in breaking up fighting and murdering, but there should
be an imperative order to arrest ravishers, for now no womaun is safe from such fiends. The police court is one
of the best agents of civilization. .

A hospital established in connection with the schools, with power to move to it all the sick so they might have
proper medical care, would do wmuch to break up the habit of leaving their houses on the death of an inmate; also
give the pupils practical training ns nurses and provide a ward to isolate the pupils infected with such diseases as
sore cyes and itch. This is the concurrent suggestion of all the physicians on the several reservations.

The medéwe must be either educated out of its superstitions or the organization crushed out before a higher
education and eivilization can be expected, and the number of schools and their effectiveness should be increased,
There are men on the rolls as industrial teachers who scarcely know a word of XEnglish, yet the rules require all
instruction to be in that language. - .

The women are constant workers. No more industrious people live than Indian women. There is no tradiiion
against it on their part, and a corps of good, praetical housewives shonld be sent among them. The women are
much further advanced in real progress, are far less obstinate, and are more inclined to 2dopt civilized methods
than the men. The sewing machine is a great civilizer, but the loom should be introduced. I did unot see one
loom among them, and yet the Indian mats could be sold for from 20 to 25 cents per yard, and at a profit if made
on a loom, whereas thiey now cost $1.

LA POINTE AGENCY.

teport of Special Agent SamurL N. CowLns on the Indians of the Tond du Lae, Boise IFort, and Grand Portage reservations, Minnesota
La Pointe agency, Wisconsin : '

Nomes of Indian bands occupying said reservations aud unallotted areas: (a)

Fond du Lac reservation: Fond dn Lae band of Chippewas of Lake Superior; unallotted arven, 92,316 acres, or 1.14.25 square miles,
Treaty of Septemtber 30, 1854 (10 U, 8. Stats., p. 1109} ; act of Congress approved May 26, 1872 (17 U, 8. Stats., p. 1180); tho residne,
7,775 acres, nllotted, (See IT. R. IEx. Doe. No. 247, Fifty-first Congress, fivst session, page 60.)

Grand Portage reservation: Grand Portage band of Chippewas of Lake Superior; unallotted aren, iil,840 acres, or 81 square miles.
Treaty of Septembor 50, 1854 (10 U. §. Stats., p. 1109). (8ee H. R. Ex, Doc, No. 247, Firty-first Congress, iibst session, page 59,)

Boise Fort reservation: Boise Iort band of Chippewns; nnallotted area, 107,509 acres, or 168 square miles. Treaty of April 7. 1866 (14
U. 8. Stats., p. 765). (See M. R. Fx. Doc. No. 247, Fifty-first Congress, first session, page 63.) ‘

Vermilion Lake reservation: Doise Fort haud of Chippewas; unallotted area, 1,080 acres, or L.75 squuro miles. Execukive order,
December 20, 1841,

Deer Creek reservation: Doise Fort band of Chippewas; unallotted area, 23,010 acres, or 36 square miles, [xeentive order June 30,
1883. (Sce H. R. ix, Doc. No. 247, Fifty-first Congress, first session, pago 63.) ’ ‘

These reservations have been surveyed. Lands ceded by Indians to the United States, including all except Vernmilion Luke reservation,
were nob opened for settlement in 1890, )

Indian population 1890: Chippewasat Fond du Lae, 740; Chippewas at Boise 1fort, ineluding Vermilion Lake bund, 800; (hippewns nt
Grand Portage, 200; total, 1,830,

BOISE FORT RESERVATION.
The Boise Fort band of Chippewa Indians occupy the Boise IFort or Net Lake reservation, situated in Itasea’
and 8t. Lonis counties, Minnesota, together with the reservation of the chiet calledl Mountain Traveler, in Itasea

county. It includes those Indians living at Vermilion lake; also those living at various points between Vermilion
lake and the Beise Fort reservation belonging to the Boise Fort band.

¢ Tho stalements giving tribes, nrens, and inws for agencies are from the Report of the Comwissioner of Indian Affairs, 1860, pages 434-445. The population is
the result of the census. ' '
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The Boise Iort reservation contains more than 100,000 acres. It has within its borders a large lake, called
Net lake, which covers about one-fourth of the reservation. The‘ sarface of the country is uneven, there being
many ridges with low land intervening. The land is largely covered with forest. A considerable portion of the
timber on the reservation consists of hard woods, such as birch, oak, elm, and sugar maple. The latter is not
abundant, aud the Indians make but little maple sugar. There is some good white pine on the western portion of -
the reservation. and the soil of those portions covered with hard wood timber is good, producing large crops ot
potatoes. The soil of the pine lands is poor, but if cleared and seeded to grass will produce good pastarage.

On the eastern edge of the reservation is a strip of land very thickly covered with loose bowlders. The greater
portion of the land is dry enough and suitable for agricnltwral purposes. There being no teams for plowing the
land, the ground is prepared for crops by hand labor, and potatoes sufficient for the use of the families living on
the reservation are raised cach year. Potatoes seem to grow well, indicating « fertile soil. There are very few or
no domestic animals. _ .

-At the southern end of Neb lake is a settlement of Indians consisting of about 30 houses, one-half of which
are occupied Ly fawmilies. The population usually numbers from 150 to 200. Seme families live in bark covered
cabing or in wigwams during the summer wnonths, and move into their more substantial log cabing for the winter.
The -cabins usually have but 1 room, and some have floors made of boards. This band ig very much scattered.
Of the nearly 800 belonging to the band not over 200 live permanently ou the reservation. There are very few of
mixed blood. A considerable proportion of the subsistence of those living permanently on the reservation is
obtained by hunting and fishing. Net lake supplies them with fish, which are often preserved for use by drying
in the sun. ' :

Oue of the most inportant articles of food of the Indians of this band is the wild rice, an aquatic grass known
to seience as zizania aquatica. The seeds, which are borne abundantly, are nearly an ineh in length, alwost black
when ripe, and though inclosed in glumes, or husks, will separate readily from the stalk by a slight jar. The
Indians go through the rice, which grows to a hieight of from 3 to 5 feet above the. water, in canoes, and by bending
the stalls over the boat and giving them a slight jar can gather the vice very rapidly. Two men will gather
several conoe loads in a day.  After the rice is dried for a few days it is placed in small pits in the ground abount
2 feet in diameter and 1.5 feet deep. An Indian then gets into the pit with bare feet, and by rapidly treading the
rice, separates the glumes or husks fiom the kernel, Then it is taken from the pit and scorched in kettles over a
fire, when it is ready for cooking, and can be kept for several years, Hundreds of bushels are anunally gathered
on Netb lake. .

The smaller Boise Fort reservation lies to the sonthwest of the larger, and is in a township which was given to
a chief called in Inglish ¢ Mountain Traveler”, and is now occupied by him. The surface of the reservation is
rolling, and contains 1lake. A considerableportion is timbered, some of it quite heavily, with pine, oak, and birch.
There is but little swampy or rocky land. A large portion of thereservation is thought to be snitable for agriculture.
There are about 15 individuals and 1 log house on the reservation. Potatoes are raised to somo extent. Thereare
no domestic farm animals. The people pick bluebervies and eranberries and gather wild rice.

To the east of the main Boise Fort reservation, on the west shore of Pelican lake, is a settlement of Indians
belonging to this band, about 100 in number, There ave a faw log cabins in fair condition and a few bark cabins
and wigwams. Dwing the winter montbs the Indians live in log cabins. A few potatoes are cultivated at the
settlement, but they are mainly raised on an islaud in the lake. The crop of 1890 is estimated at 1,000 bushels.
They have very few farm animals,

At the southern end of Pelican lake is a settlement, of Beise Fort Indians, who live in bark cabins and
wigwams in sunmer-and mainly in log cabins in winter. There are 9 families and about 50 persons, They seem
to be in comfortable circumstances, having raised during the season of 1390 large quantities of potatoes. They
have 4 cows and a few other domestic animals and barnyard fowls. They have about 40 acres eleared from timber
and cultivate from one-fourth to one-third of the land that is cleared. They have 10 teams or agricultural tools
exvept hoes., . .

There is a small settlement of Boise Fort Indians living near the northwestern end of Vermilion lake, consisting
of G or 8 log cabins and wigwams, having a population of 15 or 20 persons. The condition of the people is sinilar
to that of those living on the reservation and at Pelican lake. :

- Atthe -sou?;hern or eastern end of Vermilion lake, on islands or on the shore of the lake, is' a settlement of
Iq(liﬂns.b;g}gugung to ’che’; Boise Fort'band, consisting of abput 300 persons. The houses aresmainly of logs, wliich,”
wien ketpt in good coudition, are quite warm zmd'coml‘urmb_le.‘ There are u few bark cabins and 2 or 3 wig\'vu'i'ﬁ'é:.

The cabins have no cellars; and the potatoes and other vegetables raised are stored in pits dug in the gronnd.

Mostof the cabins contain stoves and a few cooking utensils, Thereare but few chairs, Very few domestic animals

are kept, except the numerous halfstarved dogs. The timber is mostly birch and poplar, with pine and’ other

evergreen trees. The soil is of good quality, producing fine crops of potatoes, turnips, and cabbage, -

The ageney buildings of thie Boise Fort reservation are at Vermilion lake, near the towu of Tower, They
consist of a warehouse, farmer’s dwelling house, schoollouse, and blacksmith shop. They are in fair condition, and
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aggregate in value about $1,200 to $1,400. The school teacher reports an average attendance during the year of
30 pupils. More boys than girls go to the school,” Many of the tamilies living at Vermilion lake have potatoes
to sell. _

The people ofthe Boise Fort band living on the reservation and at Pelican and Vermilion lakps present a good

appearance physically, and seem to havesufficient ¢lothing for all ordinary weather. They all wear citizens’ dress,
and about one-third of the whole number can read. A small proportion can speak English enough for ordinary
intercourse. .
' Probably one-half of the subsistence of all the Indums belonging to the Boise IPort band is obtained by labor
in civilized pursuits, one-fourth by fishing and hunting, and one-fourth by issue of government rations, The whole
number of acres cultivated by this band is probably from 200 to 300, but little of which is fenced. No allotments
liave been made on the Boise Fort reservation. The reports of produce raised in 1890 aggregate 3,000 or maore
Lushels of potatoes, with large quantities of turnips and other vegetables.

Some of the Boise Fort band of Chippewas are reported to be living at Long lake and at Basswood lake,
Minnesota, in a condition similar to that of those members of the band living on the reservation or at Vermilion
lake.

FOND DU LAC RESERVATION.

The Fond du Lac reservation of C/hlppew v Indians is sitnated in QCarlton and St. Louis counties, Minnesota,
and contains 100,121 acres. Theve are a few small lakes, viz, Big, Dead Tish, and Perch. The surface of the
country is uneven, the land lying in ridges which are covered with pine or hard wood timber, with swampy land or -
lakes in the valleys between the vidges. Thereis considerable white and Norway pine on the reservation. Probably
one-third of the land of the reservation is now suitable for agriculture. That on the pine ridges is somewhat sandy,
and is not as good as that where hard wood timber grows. About 400 acres are now cultivated., The gardens are
wmainly fenced. There are about 120 acres fenced. ‘ . '

The crops raised are potatoes, turnips, squashes, and other vegetables, and also some corn and oats. These
produce fairly well. The crops in the gardens are well cultivated. The houses are partly frame and partly log
and have a tidy appearance. ‘There are no wigwams. There are about 30 head of cattle on the reservation. The
people make considerable butter, and many of the families raise potatoes.to sell. It is reported that during the
past year they raised 6,000 bushels of potatoes. The people have a few horses and swine and some domestic fowls,
Only a very small proportion of the subsistence of the Indians of this band is obtained by hunting and fishing.
During the year 1890 it is estimated that the Indians picked $3,000 worth of Llueberries. They also gather
cranberries. They seem to have a sufficient amount of clothing to make them comfurtable, except in the severe
cold of winter. Physicians who have had experience among them report that a eonmder ble part of the population
suffers from scrofulous or venereal diseases,  All wear citizens’ dress,

The only government agency. building on the reservation is the schoolhouse, which is in fair condition and
valued at $300, but is not large enough to properly accommodate the 60 or 70 pupils that attend school. The
teacher reports a fair average attendance and that the children are gqunick to learn. . A large number of the band
can read and about three-fourths can use English enough for ordinary intercourse. The Indians are rather
inereasing than decreasing in number. The use of alecoholic liquors is the great curse to those living near
white settlements. The younger part of the population, who have been to some extent educated in the schools,
are said to be less addicted to the use of alcoholic drinks than the older ones. Of the 740 reported as belonging
to this band, about one-half are of mixed blood. There is 1 church building (Catholie) on the reservation and 70
dwelling houses. ‘ » ‘

There have been made up to the present time 99 allotments to the Indians on this reservation, but only 2
families live on their allotments. ~ The Indians seem to prefer to live in villages or clusters of families rather than
to be isolated on farms. The subsistence is obtained mainly by labor of the band in civilized pursuits. Quite a
number of the half-breeds-live perm .mently off the reservation, at Foud du Lac, Moose lake, Kettle river, and
Duluth, Minnesota. Their condition is fairly good. They are largely employed by lumbermen as guides and pack

carriers. _

The proceeds from the sale of the pine timber on their allotiments should be used in building houses for the use
of the families, the purchase of agricultural tools and seeds, and in other ways that would help the Indian to become
a eultivator of the soil. No money should be given to the Indians, as they are very likely to spend 1t for triflesor
liquor. Only one case of polygamy is reported.

GRAND PORTAGE RESERVATION.

The Grand Portage reservation of the Chippewas lies on the eastern edge of Cook county, Minnesota, and on
the border between the United States and the British possessions, It contaivs, according to the agency statistics,
51,840 acres. Only a small portion, probably not more than one-fifth of the whole, is snitable for cultiv ation, the
larger portion being rocky hills and ledges. The soil of the more level parfs, which can be cultivated, is a saady
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loam, with an admixture of muck in the low lands. The reservation is thinly clothed with forest trees, which are
mainly small pines, mingled with deciduous trees. There is a small amount of good pine timber in some places.

The only settlement on the reservation is at Grand Portage bay, where there are 15 or 20 log cabins that are
inhabited. Nearly one-half of the 290 Indiausg belonging to thisband do not reside permanently on the reservation.
Many of them live at Grand Marais, Cook county, Minnesota, and some live at Beaver bay, Minnesota,

The cabins at Grand Portage bay are in good condition, substantially built, many ot them whitewashed, and
all ave shingled and appear to be warm and comfortable, - Some of them have 2 rooms below and a chamber above,
They have board floors, and nearly all have cellars, in which ave stored the potatoes and other vegetables raised in
the gardens. In the cabins of some of the more advanced families may be found elean towels, a looking-glass, ¢lock,
and tthe and in two or three instances n sewing machine. There are few chairs, but all the houses have stoves,

The people have a good appearance physically, and are good-natured and peaceable. About one-third of
the population arve of mixed blood. All dress in citizens’ clothes and appear to be fairly well clothed and fed.

Nearly one-third of the population can read, and about as muany can use [nglish enough for ordinary
intercourse. At least one-third of the subsistence of this band is obtained by them in civilized pursuits, abons
oae-third by hunting and fishing, and one-third from government rations. They pick blueberries and cranberries
to some extent,

The soil appears to be fertlle and to ])m(hu e fair erops of potatoes and turnips. Nearly all the families raige
potatoes. It is estimated that from 100 to 200 bushels were raised in 1890. There is but little grain raised. There
are a few cows and other domestic animals, and a little butter is made. : :

The band is thought to be just about holding its own in nuinbers.

The government buildings on the reservation are a sehoolhouse, in fair condition, valued at &alo(), and g
walrehouse, in poor condition, of little value.

The Catholics have L small church building at the settlement. The school attendance numbers 26, with a
reported average of 10 or 12, :

Those Indians of the Grand Portage band that live at Grand Marais are reported to be in as good eondition
as those living on the reservation. Those at Beaver bay are said to be in good circumstances. No allotinents

have been made on this reservation,  About 25 families of the Grand Portage band are engaged in agrieulture or
other civilized pursuits,

GENERAL REMARKS,

The Chippewas are better than the average of the reservation Indians. They receive but little aid from the
nation, and are practically self-supporting. They are naturally a happy, good-natured, and mild race of people.
They are not addicted to thieving, but ave apt to become intoxicated if they ean obtain aleoholic drinks,

The younger portion of the population have a better appearance than the older Indians have, owing probably
to school advantages and to contact with the whites.

Allotting their lands, building them houses, making them work, giving them enough industrial schools,
hospitals, and letting them go into the general system of the state as citizens and otherwise, along with a small
moneyed start in life, will settle the Indian question so far as the Chippewas are concerned.

The Chippewas preserve some of their ancient rites and mysteries and hold to some of the old supers stitions,
but the influence of the whites living near them is felt more and more each year. They have a curious custom in
regard to the disposition they make of the bones of certain wild animals which they kill in their hunting
expeditions. There may be seen frequently in the Chippewa country hanging from or attached to the limbs of
trees along the trails, or sometimes fastened to poles attached tc the corners of their cabins, the skull of the bear,
the jawbones and shoulder blades of the moose, and the skull of the porcupine. These bones are hungup in order
that the dogs shall not gnaw or devour them. I'he Clippewas believe that if they throw these and some other bones
of various animals to the dogs, or allow them to have them, they will in the future be unsnceessful in the hunt for

these animals. An Indian half-breed, who annually buys many furs of the Indians of the Boise Fort band, said
that e had offered an extra compensation to the Indians if they wonld bring him a bear skin with the skull and
paws attached. No one would skin a bear 1n that way, however, for any compensation. They bury their dead in
shallow graves, and usually erect over the grave a miniaturve house, made of boards, a little longer and wider than
the grave. A fire is kept burning for some time in front of the house, and a pole is usually set in front, with a
piece of cloth attached, as a sort of flagstaff. The object is said to be to mark the place of burial, The rattle of

the medicine man at the sick bed, a.(,compmued by Lis monotonous singing, is often heard in his efforts to drive
away disease or evil spirits. °



Bleventh Census of the Tinited Stades,
Rebert P Porter, Superinfendent, Tieelinns,

(AL Nowton, photogeaydior, Bduth )

GRAND PORTAGE RESERYATION, MINMESOTA, LA POINTE AGENCY, WISCONSIN,

CHIPPEWA MEM B UHUSUAL DRESS (ATTEMPT TO LODK LIKE WILD INHDIAMS), AND HOUSES OF CLAPBOARDS
CHIFPEWA LMIDIANG CAMPEDR TN BIRCH-BARK LOGGES OR SWELTERS,
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