MISSISSIPPI.

The civilized (self-supporting) Indians of Mississippi, counted in the general census, number 2,036 (1,044 males
and 992 females), and are distributed as follows: - :

Attala county, 24; Greene county, 37; Hancock county, 39; Hinds connty, 14; Jasper county, 179; Kemper
county, 34; Launderdale county, 14; Leake county, 435; Neshoba county, 623; Newton county, 349; Perry county,

38; Scott county, 123; Sharkey county 12; Winston county, 41; other counties (9 or less in each), 74,

To the east of the sfate capital in M]SS]bSlppl in the uplands are a number of counties not traversed by any
railroad, and therefore loeally known as cow counties from their dependence for communication on roads and tvails.
suggestive of cow paths. The greater part of the Indians of the state are out in contignous eow eounties. They
are remnants of The Irive Civilized Tribes, mainly Choctaws, descendants in part of those who originally were:
found in this region and did not go west of the Mississippi river, and partly representing those who from time to
time have returned from the west.

These people generally own little patehes of a few aeres, which they cultivate and add to their means of living:
by working for others, hunting, and some simple handieraft. In the spring they go into the larger towns to dispose:
of such pelts as they may have collected and sell baskets made in considerable numbers from the cane. White
boys in the towns at the season are generally supplied with blowguns, made by these Indians from the hollow:
cane stems, and furuished with darts fitted with feathers or cotton down. Wild blackberries for a few weeks:
are important to them for food and for a little addition to their money by sales. With & few horses, cows, goats,
and domestic fowls these people manage to maintain a simple living, paying little aﬂ;tenmon to church or schook
and speaking Hnglish to but a hnutcd extent.

MISSOURL

INDIAN POPULATION AS OF JUNE 1, 1890.

Y SO 128
Indian in prison, not otherwise enumerated - ... .o o it e e i 1
Indians, self-supporting and taxed (counted in the general cemsus). .. .o .. ... ioviiiian... st

The civilized (self- supportmg) Indians of Missouri, counted in the general census, number 127 (69 males and
58 females), and are distributed as follows:
Jasper county, 13; McDonald county, 10; Iwewton county, 10; St Louis eity, 31; other counties (8 or less im
enclh,) 63.
A few Indiaus are living like whites in the counties adjacent to Illdimfterritory, and a few are in miscellaneouns:
occupations in the city of St. Lonis.
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TOTAL INDIAN POPULATION AS OI" JUNE 1, 1890, (a)

0 2

Reservation Indians, not taxed (not counted in the general Census) ... ... oeoeeoreeaaaaemnnn- 10, 336
Indians in prisons, not otherwise enmmerate. ... ...ttt e e e e e e 10
Indians oft reservations, self-supporting and taxed (counted in the general census) 860
The selt-supporting Indians taxed are ineluded in the general census, The results of the special Indian census to be added to the general consus are:
T O PO 10, 765
Reservation Indians, nottaxed .coooo.viieniirio i i iaaaa s g G L 10, 336
Indians in prison, not otherwise enumoraterd 10
Other persons with Indians, not otherwise enumeratod 419
INDIAN POPULATION OF RESERVATIONS.
i i ! Ration
AGENCIEY AND RESERVATIONS. ) Tribe. l Total. ‘ Males, | Females. i Ixhn'dians.
! i
TOtal e ! 10, 336 4,978 5,358 6,763
Blacklaot agency ......covvvnriininnon. T 5 1,811 808 043 1,811
, Crow agency .... . ;2,287 1,082 1,205 1,490
Flathead ageney. . | Lan 807 914 198 -
Fort Belknap agoney . LonTee 840 882 861
Fort Peck agency.. - ' 1,840 887 - 233 1,650
Tongue River AZeney . coeeeicveaeneraanln e v areenaaeiiaraetetananaaa PPN ! 865 404 461 817
|
i
Blackfeet agency :
Blackteet reservation................ Plegan.....oooiiai : 1,811 868 043 1,811
Crow ageney: ;
]
Crow reservation .oovee v oiveaenaenoo. CrOW vmeiiei i cic i iiiietavanaas ¢ B, 08T 1,082 1,205 1,490
Flathead Ageney. .« uueevme cemiicaaeac e e s 1,311 897 014 128
Jocko raservation....oocoociiiiaoaoo, Pflmﬂ A4'Orcills, Kootenai, and Flat- |~ 1,608 8no . 808 128
1ead,
Carlos band and Bittor Root, Mlathead. 140 70 L T Y
Lower Kalispel . ..o..ocooooiiiiit 57 7 30 Heeeaeooivn
Fort Belknap ageney ..... PR PSPPI P L Wi 840 882 861
Yort Bellknap reservation............l Assinnabeine.......cev.eeeinioiio., 952 459 493 476
Groa Ventre ... ooooceiisaanniianan.. 770 || 389 385
: !
Fort Peck ageney.ccucwveeeeraaci.... B O 1,840 | 887 953 1, 656
* IFort Peck reservation .. ...... ... .. Yankton Sioux ... .o..iiias 1121 565 550 1, 608
B i
Asginnaboine ....oveeeen il 719 | 322 397 648
Tongue River ngency : (a) : .
Northeru Cheyenne reservation...... Northern Cheyenne.....o...ooeena... 265 ‘ 404 461 817

o Thoe Northern Choyennes at Pine Ridge agency, South Dakota 517 in number, were removed to Tongue River agency in 1801,

The civilized (self-supporting) Indians of Montana, counted in the general census, number.860 (456 males and
404 females), and are distributed as follows:

Cascade county, 20; Choteau county, 190 Custer county, 159; Dawson county, 56; Deerlodge county, 21;
Fergus county, 88; Lewm and Olarke eounty, 1 ‘)l Meagher county, 14 Missoula county, 165; other counties (11
or less in each), 26

The citizen Indians of Montana have no special history that is not mcluded in the statement that they have
left tribal relations and adopted the life of the whites.
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TRIBE, STOCK, AND LOCATION OF THE INDIANS IN MONTANA.

TRIBES Stock. Roservation. Agency.

Assinaboin c..ooeviiiiiieainnia, Sionan..e.eemceneians Fort Peck oeuienen.oo. Tort Peck.
Blackfoet-.......... Algonkian.... Blackfoeet. . ...! Blackfeet,
Blood .coovineaninnn .j Algonkian ... Blackfect....... ...| Blackfeet.
Brole..eeeeaaeaeiiananen --.| Siovan........ Fort Peck Fort Peck.
Cheyenne (Northern).eeeeneooovt Algonkian.... Northern Chéyenne ..| Tongne River,
Crow (Mountain) ....cooeeemvanes Sionan........ .- Crow ... .| Crow.
Crow (River) ... Sfovan...... --.| Crow ... .-..| Crow.
Flathead oo ooeiiiiiiiiannns 1 Salishan cceevweevreon | JOCKO ceeceienannann. Tlathead.
Gros Ventro of the Plains....... ! Algonkian.: .......... TFort Bellcnap......... Tort Belknap.
Kalispelm ..oocvnemmniivnniaanes Salishan IMathead.
Rutenay.:oo.ocvevevrvnennanenans Kituynahan...... c..... Joeko. oiee e IMathead.
Pond A'0reille ..eeeervaaecnnans Salishan -veenneaeiann B 10703 TN lathead.
Piegan.......... -] Algonkiun.... Blackleot............. Blaclkfeet.
Sapteo Sionx ... -] Sionan. .oiieaieian. TFort Pecls ovvrvvnnnnn. Fort Peck,
Toton......... Sionan..ceeeioaenans Fort Poek ...ooovneen. Fort Peck,
Gukpapa -...-.. -] Siouan........ TFort Peek .oocoooennn Fort Peck,

! Yanktonnai...oooienrianneonioen. , Sfonan........ Fort Peclt ooenevennn.. Tort Pocls,

BLAGKFEET AGENCY.—There are but 3 or 4 Blackfeet or Bloods at the Blackfeet reservation. The main
body of them is now located in northwest Canada upon reservations and under Canadian agents. The Piegans,
with the exception noted, are the only Indians upon this reservation. There ave some half-breeds here. From the
day of the first knowledoe of these people they have roamed from the Missouri river to the Saskatchewan of the
north, and from the western line of North Dakota to the Rocky mountains. The Piegans are the American portion
of the Blackfeet Nation. This is the only agency these Indians have had. It was established in 1855, and the
United States Indian agent assumed charge of them then. -They are all ration Indians.—GEORGE STEEL, United
States Indian agent. )

Jrow AGENCY.—The erow Indians were composed of 2 bands, the Mountain and the River Crows, so called
from their locations. The latter occapied the country along the Missouri river or British line; the former were
located about 250 miles south of that point in the mountains. The Crow Indians signed their ﬁrsu treaty in 1826.
They were then probably south of the Kansas and Nebraska line, although there is now no positive evidence
thereon. The next heard of this tribe of Indians was in 1868, when they made a treaty at Fort Laramie; since
then they have been in possession of a section of country between the Yellowstone river and the Montana and
Wyoming line, extending east of' the midehannel of the Yellowstone river where it erossed the south boundary of
Montana for qbnut 950 miles. There have been two treaties of segregation, one in 1880 and one in 1890, whereby
the Crow reservation has been reduced about one-half. There are no data obtainable regarding the location of
these Indians prior to a hundred years ago, but many of their traditions and their stories mention animals fonnd
only in southern climes, and it is fancied that at one time the Crows resided as far south as the central portion of
Texas or Louisiana. Many effortd have been made to locate this tribe during the last century, but so far every
attempt has been unsuceessful. There are many members of this tribe who were captured in war from the Sioux,
Piegans, Crees, Gros Ventres, Shoshones, Arapahos, and Cheyennes, but they are considered by the bands as
full-blood Crows, and have every right of an original Crow Indian. It is estimated that there are over 400
members of this tribe who are born members of other tribes. There have been no white men admitted into
this tribe, although quite a number reside among the Orows, married to Crow or other Indian women.—M, P,
WymaN, United States Indian agent.
The River Crows were for-a long time dIVIde a portion of them being at or near Fort Belkna) agency and
many roamed. They ave now, however, all on the Crow reservation.
In June, 1885, the Crows at Crow agency, Montana, numbered 3,226.
The Crows were removed from the western portion of their reservation in 1883 to the valleys of the Big Horn
and Little Big Horn rivers. Many hold their lands in severalty.
Money has been expended for an irrigating diteh or canal, but the Crows, although owners of large numbers
- of horses, have made but little progress in farming. They h-we always been loyal to the United States.

FLATHEAD AGENCY.—The Pend d’Oreille, proper name Kalispel, have always occupied the lands of this
agency and all the country around Pend @’Oreille Iake, and to where its waters empty into the Columbia river.

The Kootenai, o detached band from the British t11be of that name, have lived on the lands of this agency
beyond the recollection of any living Indian.

The Flatheads, proper name Salish, have always oceupied the Bitter Root valley. By the Stevens L1emty of
1855 thig tribe ceded to the whites the gre'tter portion of Montana. ;

Charlot’s band of Bitter Root Flatheads came from Bitter Root valley, where they have always lived. The
remainder of ‘the tribe, who refused to remove to this agency under the Garfield agreement of 1872, still hold their
lands in Bitter Root valley, Montana, under United States patent.
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The Lower Kalispels have always lived about Lake Pend d’Oreille. They removed to this agency from Pend
d’Oreille Lake country, Idaho, in 1887, under terms and conditions offered to them by the United States northwest
Indian commission. The conditions under which they came have not yet been ratified by Congress.

* The Flatheads removed under the Garfield agreement, and the Pend d’Oreille and Kootenai tribes are merged
into what is now known as the ¢confederated tribes”. The Lower Kalispels, who removed from Idaho to this
agency, remain a separatc band.

Charlot’s band of Bitter Root Flatheads are both those who removed since the Garfield agreement, expired and
those who still remain in the Bitter Root valley with Chief Charlot,—PETER RoNAN, United States Indian agent.

ForT BELENAP AGENCY.—The Assinaboines, who cawme from northwestern Dakota in 1867, always lived in
the conmtry now known as Dakota, They are in 4 bands: the “Paddling their canoes in a band (fleet) on this
side”, “ Wood Mountain”, «Dwellers of the Rocks?, and ¢ Yellow Snow”. The Assinaboines, ot Siouan stock,
were formerly of North Dakota; they drifted west to this agency, and then to the great Blackfeet reservation in
1867, They were never located on a reservation until the recent treaty, but were allowed to hunt and live on the
reservation, and were fed by the govemmen[ at the Fort Belknap agency. They are closely allied and intermarried
with the Gros Ventres. '

The Gros Ventres, who came from British America in 1843, are in 4 bands: the “Sitting Woman?”, « White
Eagle”, “DBear Cubs?, and «“Under Bulls”. They are of Algonkian stock, originally from the south, and arve an
offshoot of the Arvapalo tribe now living in Indian territory. They emigrated north into the British territory 90
years ago, and lived with the Blackfeet Nation until 1843; they then again emigrated south to this part of
Moutana, whieh was afterward set apart as their reservation.—ARCHER O. StMons, United States Indian agent.

ASSINNABOINES.

The Assinaboines, ov Stone Indians (the Dakotas proper), were called by the Algonkins Nudowesioux. They
made treaties with the United States after 1855 and up to July, 1880. They were forced to quit roaming and to
locate on the reservations in northern Montana after 1875 by reason of the building of railroads, disappearance of
game, and the incoming of settlers. This tribe roamed along with the Blackfeet and Piegans to the north of the
Yellowstone, and affiliated with the Crees from British America. The Loundary line between the United States
and the Dominion of Cauvada was not clearly defined until after 1874, and up to within a year or two past there
hias been a free zonue below that line. The surrender of Sitting Bull’s Siony, the destruction of a portion of the
Piegans by Colonel T, M. Baker in 1870, and the evident intention of the government to use force to compel them
to stop roaming had the desired effect. They were gathered wp and placed on the reservations of the Iort
Belknap and Fort Peck agencies, where they now are. The Assinaboines are virtually ration Indians. They
are herders and roamers by nature, ‘ ‘

GROS VENTRES (GROW VONS).

The tribe of Gros Ventres called the Gros Ventres of the Praivies came from British Columbia in 1843 to
the country wherve the reservation now is. They are Algonking, and must not be confused with the tribe of (iros
Ventres at Fort Berthold agency, North Dakota, who were met by Lewis and Clarke, and called by them
Minatarees, or “People of the Willows?, and who have always lived in their present country either with the
Crows or near the Mandans, This band, partially self-sustaining, engages in hunting, trapping, and fishing. '

Fort PECX AcENcY.—The Yankton Sioux have been here since about 1862, the Assinaboines since about
1850, These Indians are all Sionx. They should be classed about as follows: Brule, Cuthead Sioux, Santee,
Tucapapa, and Yanktonais, living at Poplar creek, and Assinaboine Sioux at Wolf point.

The Santee Sioux came from Minnesota, where they had always lived, the other branches, except the
Assinaboine Sioux, from the country now Nebraska aund South Dakota. The Assinaboines are from the country
now North Dalkota and from the British Possessions, largely from the latter place. None of the tribes or bands
are extinet, but all are to a great extent intermarried.—C. R. A. ScoBEY, United States Indian agent.

. ToNGUE RIVER AGENCY.—The Northeru Cheyennes have been heré about 10 years; they came originally
from Wyoming. They have roamed and have been located at many different points in the west, from TFort Reno,
in the Indian territory south, to the Yellowstone river north., This is, comparatively speaking, a new agency.
There are 3 bands: the Rosebud Cheyennes, Tongue River Cheyennes (in 1890), and the Pine Ridge Cheyennes.—
Joun Turnvy, United States Indian agent.

CHEYENNES (ALGONKIAN).—These Indians received a variety of names from travelers and the neighboring
tribes, as Shyennes, Shiennes, Cheyennes, Chayennes, Sharas, Shawhays, Sharshas, and by the different bands of
Dakotas, Shai-en-a or Shai-é-la. With the Blackfeet they are the most western branch of the great Algonkian
family. When first known they were living on the Cheyenne or Cayenne river, a branch of the Red River of the
North, but were driven west of the Mississippi by the Sioux, and about the close of the last century still farther
west, across the Missouri, where they were found by Lewis and Clarke in 1803. Oun the map attached to their
report they locate them near. the eastern face of the Black Hills, in the valley of the great Cheyenne river, and
give their number at 1 oOO souls. Their first treaty with the United States was made in 1825, at the mouth of
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the Teton river. They were then at peace with the Dakotas, but warring against the Pawnees and others, and -
were estimated by Drake at 3,250. ‘

During the time of Long’s expedition to the Rocky mountains, in 1819-1820, a small portion of the Cheyennes
seem to have separated from the rest of their nation on the Missouri and to have associated themselves with the
Axrapahos, who wandered about the tributaries of the Platte and Arkansas, while those who remained affiliated
with the Ogalallas. _

They were generally friendly to the white settlers up to 1862, when ontbreaks occurred, and then for 3 or 4
years a costly and bloody war was carried on against them, a notable feature of which was ‘the Sand ereek or fight
known as the Chivington massacre, November 29, 1864, In 1867 General Hancock burned the village of the Dog
Soldiers, on Pawnees fork, and another war began, in which General Custer defeated them at Washita, killing Black
Kettle and 37 others. The northern bands have been generally at peace with the whites, resisting many overtures
to join their southern brethren. The Rosebud Cheyennes were placed on a reservation at Tongue River agency,
Montana, in 18841885, : o

The Southern Cheyennes and the Arapahos, along with other Indians in the military division of the Missouri,
during 1868 were in open warfare against the whites. They were captured and taken to Camp Supply, Indian
territory, in the month of February, 1869. A portion of them held out. Tinally, in March, 1875, the remainder
of the Southern Cheyennes surrendered, under Chief Stone Calfy at Fort Sill, and went on their present reservation
now in Oklahoma territory. . :

The Northern Cheyennes, a fierce and warlike band, were constantly on raids against the white people up
to 1876. In 1876 they joined Sitting Bull and the Sioux, and aided in the massacre of Custer and his men on
the Rosebud in July. In 1877 they surrendered to the United States, and were first sent to Fort Robinson,
Nebraska, and finally to Indian territory, and placed on a reservation with the Southern Arapahos at Fort Reno,
Aungust 8, 1877. They numbered about 1,000 when they surrendered. Dissatisfied with the location, the
government in 1881-1883 removed them north to the Pine Ridge agency, Dakota, and in 1891 to Tongue River
agency, Montana. » :

September 9, 1878, about a third of the Northern Cheyennes escaped from Fort Reno, and under the leadership
of Dull Knife, Wild Hog, Little Wolf, and other chiefs started north to rejoin their friends in the country where
they formerly resided. The army pursued them, and a running fight ensued, resulting in the killing of many
soldiers and the massacre by the Indians of settlers, men and women. They were captured in Nebraska in
October, 1878, and ordered to be returned to Indian territory. In Jannary, 1879, being then at Fort Robinson,
Nebraska, they arose in revolt, and many of them were killed. The remainder were returned to Indian territory
and are now in Oklahoma. They lost in these raids, between 1878 and 1881, more than 500 of their tribe. '

THE OUTBREAK OF 1885.—During the summer of 1885 the Cheyennes and Arapahos became restless and
rebellious. Stone Calf, Flying Hawk, Little Robe, and Spotted Iorse, chiefs, led the “dog soldiers”, a band
of young Indians, a semimilitary organization, bloodthirsty and constantly in crime; squaw men (white men
married to squaws and living with the Indians) also aided. Troops were hurried to Fort Reno, near the
Cheyenne and Arapaho agency, then in Indian territory, and by a strong show of force a serious outbreak was
prevented. The principal reason for the attempted revolt and raid was that the agent and government desired
the Indians to worl, either as farmers or herders, ‘

INDIANS IN MONTANA, 1890.

The various Sioux tribes within the limits of the state of Montana, along with the Blackfeets and Crees from
Canada, roamed over the vegion. It was partially & place of rvefuge for many Sioux from .the Indian wars in
Minnesota in 1862-1866, and the later Sioux wars up to 1885, The great expanse of plains and many streams
madeit a famous hunting ground for buffalo, deer, and elk, and it was visited by rogming bands of Indians from
the east, south, and west. Montana prior to the arvival of white people was an Indian battle gronnd. In the
northwest section of the state beyond the point where the waters of Montana flow to the Pacific coast small tribes
were found allied to tribes on the head waters of the Columbia, which are now at the Flathead agency.

BLACKFEET AGENCY.

Report of Special Agent ToraTio L. SEWARD on the Indians of the Blacklect reservation, Blackfest agency, Montana, January, 1891,

Names of Indian tribes or parts of tribes ocoupying said reservation. («) Blackfeet, Blood, and Piegau, )

The unallotited area of this reservation is 1,760,000 acres, or 2,750 square miles, The reservation hasnotbeen surveyed orgubdivided. It
was established, altered, or changed by treaty of October 17, 1855 (11 U. 8. Stats., p. 657); unratified treaties of July 18, 1866, and of
July 18 and 15 and September 1, 1868; executive ovders, July 5, 1873, and August 19, 1874; act of Congress approved April 16,
1874 (18 U. 8. Stats., p. 28) ; executive orders, April 13, 1875, and July 18, 1880, and agreement made February 11, 1887, approved by
Congress May 1, 1888 (25 WU, 8. Stats., p. 113). '

Indian population 1890: 1,811, (b)

o The statements giving tribes, arveas. and laws for agencios ave from the Roport of the Commissioner of ITndian Aflairs, 1800, pages 434-445. The population is
the result of the census,. .
b A gent Steelo roports in 1892 that there is not 1 Blackieat on the Teservation und not to vscesd 6 Blouds; they are Piegans who speals the Hlackfeet language.
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BLACKFERT RESERVATION.

The agency, situated on Badger creek, is in a valley of the same name about 105 miles west from Great Talls
on the Missouri, The reservation is about 52 miles square, with some farming lands in the wesbern portion, but
the land around the agency buildings is fit only for grazing purposes.

The Piegans are very fine looking Indians, and the police and judges ave very mtelhgent and active in their
dnties,

The Mission schoolhouse, situated in Two Medicines creelk about 5 miles from the agency, was buﬂt for the
jesuits by Miss Drexel, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It is a substantial frame building, capable of accommodating
100 scholars. Perhaps 5 per cent of these Indians are Roman Catholics and the others are sun worshipers.

The rations issued to them consist of beef and flour, and in special cases coffee, sugar, tea, beans, bacon, and
salt are provided. The government also allows the Indians yearly supplies as follows: bacon, 25,000 pounds;
beans, 15,000 pounds; coffee, 12,000 pounds; sugar, 253,000 pounds; tea, 405 pounds; salt, 1,000 pounds; and, when
issued, 10 to 100 rations of bacon, 3 to 100 rasions of beans, 4 to 100 rations of coffee, 2 to 100 rations of salt, and 7
to 100 rations of sngar,

Liverything is clean and neat about the supply house, and there are no complaints from the Indians as to their

rations being insufficient. The heef is issued to them from the block. The cattle are killed and dressed as neatly
as in any first-class buteher shop.

In burial of the dead, if buried at all, there is not to exceed 6 inches of earth thrown over the ‘body. Innearly
all cases, however, they are deposited in boxes on top of the ground, and 10 or 12 bodies piled up on top of each
other. In one case a body was found on the top of a fence, perhaps. 6 feet above the ground. The cover of the
coffin was blown off, and by removing some rocks and a small piece of cotton flaunel it was found to contain the
body of a ¢hild, which looked like an Egyptian mummy.

They have at this agency, inside the stockade, a very flourishing sehool.  Some of the Indians arve well advanced
in reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, geograplhy, and drawing. '

This b'md belongs decidedly to the plains Indians. They are well qupphed with horses, and the government
furnished them last year 1,000 head of cows and 25 bulls, which Wlll give them a good start in raising their own
cattle. '

The reservation ineludes many small valleys with grass in ‘Lbundanm. where the Indians can eut hay. The
mountain streams abound in trout, and nearer the mountains to the west of the agency are deep lakes well supplied
with fish. The mountains abound in game.

Near where the mission now stands, on Two Medicines creek, there is a big pile of rocks over which they used
to drive the buffaloes to kill them, an Indian disguised as a buffalo acting-as a decoy.

The rising generation give promise of becoming good citizens. The c¢hildren are kept in school eithier here ox
at the Sisters’ school on Two Medicines creek, and are unusuwally bright. They dress like white children, play
with them, and are becoming accustomed to their ways. : '

These Indians have not the high cheek bones which are so marked among the Cheyennes and Arapahos, but
they nearly all, especially the older ones, wear the Indian blanket. The new agent is very strict with them,
especially as to their use of whisky; and he understands them, having traded among them for the past 33 years.

The agent 1s having a hard time with the whisky men and the half-breeds (who are go-betweens with these
whisky men) in his efforts to break up the liquor traffiec. With the assistance of the United States deputy
marshals and deputy sheriffs he has succeeded in having a large number of the whisky sellers indicted and
lodged in jail at Fort Benton, while others have lett the country for fear of arrest. A whisky dealer from Birch
creek, who had been arrested for selling whisky to the Indians and taken to Fort Benton, succeeded in getting
bail, and the day after his arrival home lic eame to the agency. The agent at once sent bis Indian police to bring
him to his office. He then notified him to get off the reservation, and under no cirenmstances to come on it again
without a permit.

Allotment of lands to the I’leg ane will be useless without the reservation of gm/mg lands in addition. Cattle
raising can best sustain these Indians in the future.

CROW AGENCY.

Report of Speeial Agent WarnTer SHirraw on the Indians of the Crow reservation, Crow agency, Custer county, Montana, July and
Aungust, 1890

Names of Tudian tribes or parts of tribes ocoupying said reservation: («) Mountain and River Crow.

The unallotted area of the Crow veservation is 4,712,960 ncres, or 7,364 square miles, and was established, altered, or changed by treaty
of May 7,1868 (15 U. §. Stats., . 649) ; agreement madoe June 12,1880, and approved by Congress April 11,1882 (22 U. 8. Stats., p. 42), .
and agresment made August 22, 1881, approved by Congress July 10,1882 (22 U. 8. Stats., p. 157); executive order December 7, 1886,

The reservation has been partially surveyed. . - . ’

~Indian population 1890: Crows, 2,287.

@ 'The statements giving tribes, areas, and Jaws for agencies are from the Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1890, pages 434-445. Tho population
isthieresult of the census.
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CROW RESERVATION,

Crow agency is pleasantly located on the Little TTorn river, 50 miles south of Custer station, on the Northern
Pacific railroad, in Custer county, Montana, The appearance of the soil on the Crow reservation is not promising
at present, owing partly to the long drought. Irrigation is the great demand for the development of at least its
2 large valleys and their bottom hndq, namely, the Big Horn and Tittle Morn, If the demands of the agency for
the ditehing of arable lands are complied with the cost will be not far from $200,000, but the inereased valuo of
lands thus reelaimed would warrant the outlay.

Continued dronght has this year even exceeded that of the past 2 yews, and as long dry spells are
characteristic of this climate irrigation becomes a necessity in farming. The soil is deep and productive to o high
degree. Tor grazing the native grass is excellent, and when sun cured holds its nutrition mueh better than tha
enltivated grasses, but large herds constantly feed upon it. Where the grass In former years stood from 2 to 3
feet high it is now a few inches, and the blades are fower and far apart.

The rvaservation has sufficient irrigable land to supply each individual with hv; allotinent. Timber exists in
snfficient quantity to meet all requirements for building. Coal of excellent quality abounds. A mine located 95
miles from the agency has been surface worked for home consnmption,

Efforts in the way of farming have been without results this season, except along one ditel in fhe Littie orn
valley, Irew of the Indians will harvest crops equal in quantity to the seed planted. Sevaral families located

along the Little ITorn ditch have raised small crops,. Probably 30 bushels of wheat, 400 of oats, 40 of corn, 500
of potatoes, aud 50 bushels of other vegetables wilt comprise the prodnct This diteh is & shovt one, ouly abong
8 miley in extent, constrooted in 1855 ab a cost of 87,400, Surveys have been anthorvized for another diteh 20 miles

long.
Rich deposlts of copper have been found in the western portion of the 1'eserw1t1m1; gald and silver also arve

found.

The Crow Indian labors under serious disadvantages with the old, disearded farming implements of the poorest
guality with which hei is provided, when in order to work advantageously he should iave the very best, Ifarnished
with water and good farming implements, this reservation can be made as produetive as any valley in Montana;
but withont sneh only repented failure can be anticipated, and natnrally the Indian becownes discouraged and
disguated, and nnless some chango for the hetter is made soon, ahy agent will have an unpleasant task in indueing
the Tndians to continue their very imperfect labors in the diveetion of sclf-support.

The Indian is a natural herder; he desires to own his cattle, for the support of wlich the beneh land affords
excellent grazing, lying as it does adjacenf to the farming or bottom lund, The Crows have an additional issuo of
stock eattle this year.

It is the aim of the agent to employ the Indians on every possible occasion, They earn seversal thousmd
dollars yearly from the government by {reighting, which, added to their earnings from hay, tends to make a fair
total divided among the few who arve the workers,

Rations are issned monthly and semimonthly. Thosse receiving monthly rations live at a considerablo d:stanee
from the agency. The Indian looks upon ration day as an outing, and many families consume the whole of their .
rations doring their jonrney back to camp, All the labov attending the receiving of rations is performed by the
BUAWS, .

The ageney is well supplied with all necessary offices and buildings for storing goods and .supplles blacksmlth
and carpenter shops are rooiny and well fornished with tools, and the stable and barns are ample; but the school
building is too small. One is met here by the perplexing problem of providing work for Indian students returuing
from Carlisle and other distant schools, A few may be employed about. the ageincy, but most of them wander
aimlessly about withont means of supporvt. Industrial edueation without an opportunity of applying its prineiples
becomes & doubtful blossing to the Indian, ‘ .

The ageney poliee force, composed of a captain, 1 lentenant, and 14 privates, is an excellent body of men
(Todians), efficient and faithful,

The physique of the Crow Indian is remarkably fine, the men averaging 0 fect i in helght with strong features, _
perceptive powers predominating,  As arule, the Crow dresses in half Indian costume, and has adopted no clvﬂued '
way of living, preferring his tepee to the hut provided for him by the government, : '

Courtship and marriage ave matters of inclination and barter, A stipulated number of ponies are e‘cclmnged :
- with the father for the possession of the daughter, Marriage ties ave not binding, the husband being allowed to

return his squaw when weary of her, Sho may marvy again. Plarality of wives is allowed. The Indians arve:
extremely indulgent to their ehildren, And quarreling among them i3 unknown. Sypluhs 111 evails to an alarming. .

extent, the rosult of contact with the w]utes, and abortion is commoen,

The religion of the Crows is founded on innumerable legends, both material and sontimental. They beheve In; L

the coming of a messiah who will ill the pl"lll‘le anew with the buffalo and reereato the world for the benefit of the
Indian, : :
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The greatest obstaele in the way of civilizing tihese Tndiang is the # medicine wan®, who works upon their
superstition,  ‘They have a contemmpt for the agency physician and iz medicine generally, with the exeeption of
galves, which they use somewhat; but it is a difftendt matter to nreseribe tor them, as no attention is paid to the
doctm’s direetions,

fudian bands or subportions of the tribe ave managed and eontrolled by chiefs, who, like bavons of certain
distriets, Jimve vetainers ani coutrol them and their vates,

The Crows wrap their dead in blankets and deposit them in eliffs, om troes, ov on high platforms, siwrrounded by
their personal effeets, and letve them thus exposel o ry aud becoma absorbed by the elements,

As & clds these Indians ave peacoful in disposition and nelined to 2 pastoral lifes ub the samo time they are
stealthy and sly.  'Tha men often weap them=elves in a shees or blanket, leaving but ono eye exposed, and bafile
any inguiry as to their identity or puepose. 1o all money fransactions they are very shrewd, and ave ealled gond
traders and “suporh horse thieves®, They are very rich in horses,  lwitation ol form is characteristic of the Crows,
but the faculty at presont is npparently limited to representing familiar forms in crude cotline or silhoneite.  They
live on dricd wexts, bevries, and water, Co not care for tlowr, und frequently eouswine some one article of their eutire
Tations at a single meal.  They prefer Hyving in tepecs, each family having one, hul there is vo privaey, They are
vory soeial, friends comg in frequently aud staying until evoryihing is enten.  They give fresly, demand alike in
returmy, inad nover refuse anything that is offered them.  Cloanliness is wol one of their virtnes,

‘The total munber of Crow Indians is ny follows:

Crows, ineluding s !mil'-l.lluutl-‘-....._..'....,............................_........_...........,.' 2,987
Males oo - N RS X104
Temales I R PP . |
Mobes over 18 yenca efinge.. ... L .. e e e e e e e e 652
Females wves T oyeurs ol ago oo oo oo i 807

D !

The births and deaths amoug the Crows about bainnee ench other,

Most ol the Grow Indians ave engaged in agrienltural pursnits. They have 350 wagons, GO0 scts of larness,
66 mowing machines and horserakes, 7 reapers, 300 harrows, and Londreds of small implements.  They complain
that the government does not make the fll fssue of beof to them, .

There ave 3 gond working sehools on the Crowy veservation: the Gatholie, with 150 pupils; the Unitavian, with
505 amd the Montana industrial 1boys 84, givls 29), 635 o total of 253 pupdls, This nnber is out of & school population
of 654, Abwout 30 young Indians frow this reservation nre ot Garlisle, and this yeur 10 puptis returned from that
sehool. 6 beys and L girls, ywoficient in *he industries of dressmaking and harness and wagon making, The
agent desives the fostering of these industries on the reservation and expeets help from these pupils.  The usual
nuniber of children to the family is from 2 1o 3. The elassifieation ol family relations is diffienls, owing to the
interchange aml exchunge of their squaws amd papooses,

There ave 83 publie huiliings at the Crow ageney, Montana, all veported a4 in good repair, consisting ol agent’s
house, oftiee, sehioollionse, dormitory, warchouse, cirpenter shop, bincksmith shop, stailes, slaughter house, laundry
aud bake room, dispensary, police and interpreter’s quarters, and various structures for olhop purposes,  The cost
of constmoetion of these buildings wus $43.511, and the present estimared value is 820,011,

TONGUE RIVER AGENCY,

Repurt of Speeial Agent WaLrik Bugeaw on the Indinus of the Novtiiern Cheyenne yeservation, Tougue River sgetcy, Mountara.

Xawo of Indian tribe eeeupylug snid rescrvation: {¢) Nortwra Choyerne, “Fhie wnallotted avea is 37H,200 peves, or 580 square wiles. It
was establishad, aiteved, or chunged by exeentive order Novenmber 23, 1881,

Indinn populalion, 1360 86,

NORTHERX CUEYERSE RESEUVALION.

[visiced Tongue River agency in A ugust, 1890, and found James A, Cooper, specinl United States [ndian aget,
in charge, and was informed that an accurnte enwmeration of the 865 Indians on the reserve had Leen made and
the neenowledgment of the same, as rendered to the Census Oftice, duly received.  Since then 39 Pine Ridge Ladinus
have bheen added to the issue roll by cousent of the Commissioner of Tndian Afthirs,

The Indiaus are located on the Norikom Cheyenne veservation, situated south of the Yellowstane river, ni two
of its tributiries, Tongoe viver and Rosebud ¢reek., Their setilemetts coinnence about 80 miles south of the month
of the former and 656 miles south of the mouth of the latrer, extending up these sbreams o distance of 20 miles,
Lame Deer and Maddy creeks, rributaries of the Losebud, have lndian settlements on them extending some 5

miles up each stream. The valloys of these streams nre very sieall when compnred to those forming the arable -
land of the Grow reservation.

@ Tha staterannts givang tribes, arons, and taws ico fponcies A Lroit the leport of thio Comimisaloucr of Iodian A 1fwirs, 1800, pnges 481145, Tho populniton i3
Lha reanlt of the consus,
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This has been an excessively dry season, in consequnence of which no crops of any deseription will be raised by
the Indians and little or nothing by the white settlers on these streams, exeept where irrigated, and this has been
done only to a limited extent. The hay crop is only a success to the few having land under irrigation,

These Indians have been located on this so-called reservation about 6 years. The uncertainty of their position
and claims as regarding the settlers has seriously retarded their progress.

The Cheyennes rank high morally and physically. Their perceptive faculties are largely developed beyond
those of the white man, but their reasoning powers are far below. A promise once made, they demand its fulfilhnent.

- Industry and application are unknown to them.

The grazing lands are good. The Cheyennes are poor, improvident, and w arlike, displaying great courage.

The Cheyennes have 2 schools, a contract and an agency day school.  The contract school, under the auspices
-of the Catholic Indian missions, is located on Tongue river, 20 miles from the agency. It is known ag the St. Labre,
and has buildings ample for the accommodation of its 60 pupils. The teachers are making strong efforts to bring

the attendance of pupils up to the required number, which is no easy task.

The ageney day school was opened September 1. Every effort will be made by the ageut to fll this school to

" its fullest capacity, whicl is limited.

The language of the Cheyennes differs but ]1ttlu from that of the Crows, but is much more musically spoken.
Their method of courtship and marriage is o matter of barter, and a plurality of swives is allowed. The Cheyenne
is remarkably pure in morals, abortion is unknown, and motherhood is respected.

The Cheyenne is rich in superstitions. Taith in the supernatural powers of the medicine man holds with him,
The children now being trained in the agency show a strong devotion to Christian forms, but understandno creed.

The sun dance and some other festivities have been prohibited. The dances still permitted form side animsements
to pony racing, which is much indnlged in by the young men. :

The Cheyennes are healthy. There are fewer deaths than births, The woien are chaste, and from their
open air exercise, free manner of dressing, all garments depending from the shoulders, are free from diseases
peculiar to civilization. Industrial habits are not encouraged. They really have nothing to do, but appear willing
and anxious to do something. Drunkennessis unknown. Among themselves they are peaceful, but are hostile to
outsiders; and have a special contempt for the Crow, calling him coward and horse thief.

The buildings of the agency are the agent’s house, with a separate building as agency office; the schoolhouse
(log), 40 by 20 feet, with accommodations for 50 pupils (there are 204 persons of school age); store buildings, a
Dlacksmith and (:mpultw shop combined, and wagon shed and stabling, also 3 buildings for employés,  All of
these last named arve, like the schoolhouse, built of logs, and $10,000 would fully cover the value of agency
buildings, including the residence of the agent, : ,

The police foree consists of 6 trusty Indians, with White Hawk as captain.  The ¢ good ” Indians are employed
in government freighting for the agency; they also helped in erecting the agency buildings and 20 log huts for
themselves. The rations issued are necessarily considerable on aceount of the many seasons of drought.

FLATHEAD AGENCY

Report of Special Agent Horario L, Siwarn on the Didians of the Jocko reservation, Flathead agency, Montana, December, 1890, and
January, 1891,

Names of Indian tribes or parts of tribes occupying hdlll reservation: (a) Bitter Root, (‘:ulos band, fMathead, Kutenay, Lower Kalispel,
and Pend d’Oreille. )

The unallotted area of this reservation is 1,433,600 acres, or 2,240 square miles. The reservation has been partly sulvuyvd It was .
established, altered, or changed by treaty of July 16, 1855 (12 U. 8, Stats., p. 975).

Indian population 1890: Pend d’Oreilles, Kutenays, and Flatheads, 1,608; Carlos band and Bitter Root Flatheads, 146; Lower Kalispels,
57; total, 1,811,

JOCKO RESERVATION,

The agency is sitnated in the southwestern portion of the Jocko valley, which is 10 to 12 miles long and 5 to 6
miles wide. The mountains on either side are heavily timbered with white pine, very large and straight.

The Tudians are nearly all Roman Catholies. There is a neat little church at the agency, which is well
attended., '

Nearly all of these Indians are self-supporting, with good farms well fenced and substantial pine houses.
Some, however, live in tepees, especially in summer. Louison, a Flathead or Salish Indiam, lives on the ageney’s
reservation, has a big herd of cattle and horses, and is worth 815,000 or $20,000.

Right per cent only of the Indians of the coniedera,tcd tribes of the F]mthoacls, Pend d’Oruiles, and Kutenays
are to & more or less extent dependent upon the government for maintenance. Assistance is also rendered to
deserving Indians, especially in the matter of implements, clothing, and tools. The provisions and blankets are

a Thoe statements giving tribes, arens, and laws for agencies are from the Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1800, pagos 434-445. The population
is the result of the consus. :
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mostly issued to the old and decrepit, who are unable to do any hard or active work. - Provisions, such as bacon,
flour, sugar, and coffee, are in some cases issued to able-bodied Indians who are just preparing for a start in
farming, and until such time as they have harvested their first crop and become to some extent self-supporting.

The Kalispels, who removed from Idaho 2 or 3 years ago, are to a large extent dependent upon the government
for assistance. They have planted crops every year, but have been unfortunate, the crops having been destroyed
.each year by crickets. The fields of their neighbors in the same locality were likewise destroyed. A. few of them
this season put in two crops, so that should the crickets destroy the first they will still have the other to fall back
on. In general, the crops of the reservation have been excellent, those of wheat and oats being very abundant,

The Kalispels are located near the reservation boundary and are still in tribal relations. An extra farmer
bas been allowed. The whisky which the Indians procure causes them to commit erime, sometimes murder.

The death rate among these Indians has been very heavy of late. Some of them wear parts of citizens’
clothes and many of them speak English.

This agency is in a most satisfactory condition, clean, well kept, and with buildings sufficient; for all purposes.
The Indians seem contented, and loolk like a superior people. They want to work.

The young men appear to be hard to handle, especially about Christmas and New Year’s day, but there would
be no trouble with them were it not for the bad white men and half-breeds who furnish tliem with whisky.

REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT H. B. CARRINGTON ON THE FLATHEAD INDIANS,

The Flathead Indians have been friends of the whites since the expedition of Lewis and Clarke in 1805, The .
Bitter Root valley, more properly called the St. Marys valley, from the river of that name, was their ancestral
home, and the present hereditary chief, Carlos, son of the eminent chief, Victor, still resides within 3 miles of the
town of Stevensville, Missoula county, Montana, waiting for the government to carry into effect the agrcement
signed by him and all his people 1 year ago. During the last week of the Fifty-first Congress the appropriation
which President Harrison recommended in a special message in February, 1890, for immediate action was made to
go into effect after July 1, 1891, The effect of this agreement will be the removal of Chief Carlos and the families
still residing in St. Marys valley to the Jocko reservation, 27 miles from Missoula, on the line of the Northern
Pacific railroad, where the larger part of the tribe located in 1872,

The early and persistent fviendship of this tribe with the whites resulted in a constant and devastating war
with the then prosperous Blackfeet, who visited npon the Flatheads their hatred for their friends, the whites. For
the purpose of gsecuring more prompt supplies without difficalt journeys to remote trading posts Chief Vietor
early invited settlement mpon his lands, More than 50 years ago Father De Smet, an enterprising and noble
Christian missionary, secured the confidence of thispeople and founded the Saint Marys mission. Father Ravelli
succeeded him, and the venerable Father D’Aste, now at the head of the prosperous Saint Ignating mission on
the Jocko or Flathead reservation proper, succeeded him. The success of the religions teachings of these earnest

Christian pioneers was illustrated Christmas eve, 1890, when fully 700 gathered from all directions and many miles
distant to take part in a communion service.

In 1872 Congress initiated a movement to induee the Indians to take lands in severalty fmd abandon their
tribal relations, or, if they preferred, to accept other lauds as a reservation, then and sinece known as the Jocko or
Flathead reservation of Montana. Lands were selected upon the water courses, the best in the valley; but neither
Carlos nor his immediate friends would accept the patents which were issued nor leave the lands so assigned.

. The vicinity of old Fort Bent, rich in land and immense forests of pine, soon quickened into settlement, and the
various tracts were rented by whites or surrounded and penned in by active settlement. The Indians became
more and more crowded, while the whites conld neither “homestead” nor “pre-empt” the land adjoining their new
homes. The single town of Stevensville, now having 5 churches and an admirable school, controlled but 66 acres,
while 80 40-acre tracts patented to Indians surrounded the short business street and its compmct settlement.

On the 2d of March, 1889, an act of Congress proposed a fresh negotiation with the Carlos band, with a view to
their acceptance of the locml warrants or their assent to the sale of the lands thus allotted for their benefit and
their own removal to the reservation already occupied by a majority of their people. A settlement was effected.
.The lands thus surveyed and mapped, with valuation of all improvements, whether made by the Indians or their
white tenants, were appraised at more than $97,000. The sales to be made under the act of Congress are not to
be at a less figure than the appraisement. Every family, or in case of minors, guardians, executed the papers, so

_that the United States can give a clear title and be just equally to settlers and the Indians. Fifty-four families
executed the agreement, and ifs execution will leave the entire valley in possession of the whites.

During the negotiations Chief Carlos foreibly emphasized the just claims of his people from time immemorial,
and especially his own action during the Nez Perce war. It is admitted by the whites that with a band of less
than 100 of his men he saved the white families of the valley from extermination before Howard and Gibbon could
concentrate a sufficient force to meet Joseph and Lookingglass in the field.

THE JOCKO RESERVATION.—The reservation, shared by the Flatheads and two kindred tribes, embraces about
one-half of Ilathead lake within its boundaries. Senate Document No. 70 explains the irrigation begun and the
. N ! £
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extent of its development still needed. The funds will be-ample to give full effect to the declared purpose of Carlos
and his people to do good farming in their new home. .

Tue Jooko HOME,—The buildings, mostly built by the Indians themselves, are boarded, shingled, generally
curtained, with well-fenced inclosures, and show an intelligent purpose to follow the modes of civilized life. The
grain and hay ricks are well stacked, bound, and secured, fully as well as with farmers elsewhere. There are some
small and miserable cabing, but the tone of improvement and progress is unmistakably apparent, A sawmill,
gristmill, and shingle machine at the agency is liberally patronized, and they buy its use by the toll of logs and
grain, They neither beg the aid of these agencies nor hesitate to pay for them. The ivrigating diteh is 6 mileslong,
with 6 lumes, and was built by them by the job at a price per yard, and systematic, self-sustaining industry is well
‘developed.

The year 1889 sacceeded a winter with little snow. The streams of 8t. Marys valley and even of the Jocko and
Mission valleys were 80 poorly supplied at the nsual spring melting that the stock and crops alike suffered, and yet
there were good cattle and fair crops. '

EpucaTIoN. —St, Ignatius school, with nearly 200 pupils, its workshops and other accessories, affords a common
school education. In penmanship, drawing, and music the proficiency was marked. In decornm, neatness, and
application there was little to criticise. The games of the playground were heartily enjoyed without wrangling,
and the respounses to bell calls from early morning until night were prompft, with very rare exceptions,

MORALS.—The bane of this and of all reservations so easily accessible is that contact with whites which
introduces whisky. The comment of one Indian who had just come from Missoula, where licensed gambling aud
drinking saloons run continnously day and night, Sundays included, tells the truth: ¢ You puanish us for doing
what the. white men do and do nothing with him.” Other than this, the Indian left to himself compares favorably
with any race in vespect to chastity. At present there arve few Flatheads who ave wholly Indian. More than
three-fourths of the pupils at 8t. Ignating show white characteristics. The maturing beard marks its origin, and
the changes have been for many years in progress; but among themselves the Indians ave not a licentions people.

FORT BELEKNAP AGENCY.

Report of Special Agent JErRE E. STEVENS on the Indians of Fort Belknap reservation, Fort Bellnap ageney, Montana, Docember, 1890,
Names of Tndian tribes or parts of tribes occupying said reservaiion: («) Assinaboine and Gros Ventre.
‘The unallotted avea of this reservation 18537,600 acres, or 840 square miles, This reservation has not heen surveyed. It was established,
altered, or changed by treaty of October 17, 1835 (11 U, 8. Stats., p. 657) ; unratified treaties of Jnly 18, 1868, and of July 13 and 15
.- and September 1,1868; execuntive orders, July 5, 1873, and Angust 19, 1874; act of Congress approved April 15, 1874 (18 U], 8. Statas.,
. 28); exeentive orders, April 13, 1875, and July 13, 1880, and ngreement made Jonuary 21, 1887, approved by Congress May 1, 1888
(25 U. 8. Stats,, p.'113).. ‘
Indian population 1890:. Assinaboines, 932; Gros Ventres, 770; total, 1,722. -

' ‘ FORT BELKNAP RESERVATION,

The agency of this reservation is located on the south bank of the Milk river, 4 miles south of Harlem, a station
on the line of the Great Northern railway and the nearest post office. The ageney has been located here about a
Zyear, having been removed from the old site when the reservation was reduced in size.
The Assinaboineslive principally along the Milk river, which foims the northern boundary of thereservation,
while the greater uumber of the Gros Ventres live in and near the mountains which form the southern boundary
of the reservation, there being a distance of about 30 miles between the two settlements. Thesetwo bands are very
different in their nature and disposition, have not intermarried to any great éxtent, and seem to have little interest
in common. The Assinaboines are like their hrethren of the Sioux tribes on the south, and in years gone by have
caused more or less trouble to the white people. The Gros Veutres since their oecupaney of the northern country
have always been the friends of the white man, and the Indians themselves take special pride in stating that their
band has never injured a white mpan. ‘ ' -
They were driven to this country years ago by the Arapahoes, to which tribe they ¢laim to bave belonged at one
time, being unwilling to join in their ceaseless warfare and pillaging expeditions. They can be classed as peaceably .
disposed. . _
The agency buildings are all new and commodious, having eost about $65,000. They consist of dwellings for
agent and employés, offices, medical dispensary; carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, meat house or market, 1 large ;.
warehoug;e, besides a barn and outbuildings. In addition to theseis & commodious and well-arranged slaughter
house,; Wl‘fere beeves are killed, dressed, and prenaved for issue to the Indians. The custom of having the Indians
witnesy ﬁh,q killing is no longer allowed, and, like the Indians at other reservatious, they deem it a great hardship .
~ to be deprived of the privilege of carrying away the ¢ ifth ” quarter, or entrails.

@ ’lfhc statements giving tribes, areas, and laws for agencies are from the Report of the Commissionsr of Indian Adfnirs, 1390, pages 434-445, The fopulatio;}s
the regult of the census, o : : : : .

'
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But few of these Indians ¢an be said to have any occupation, as there is no longer game in sufficient quantity
to afford profitable hunting, and, owing to repeated dry seasons and crop failure, but few of them attempt farming.
Some are beginning to take an interest in herding and have a few cattle, while others work at odd jobs. There is
but little work for them more than the freighting necessary for the agency and the mission schools lTocated on the
south side of the reservation near the Little Rocky mountains,

Abont one-fourth of these Indians are “blanket” Indians, although nearly all carry about their persons,
especially during the cold season, a blanket in addition to the garb of civilization. The women ave particularly
averse to wearing anything upon the head, always depending upon the blanket to protect them from cold about
the head and shoulders. In this their blankets serve a double purpose, as they always carry their children upon
the back; in fact, almost anything they have to carry is either suspended from a strap that crosses the forehead
or shoulders or is held fast to the shoulders by means of the blanket which they firmly elasp in front. Oneseldom
finds an Indian, especially among the Sioux tribes, who does not prefer the blankest which is parvtienlarly gay in
color and figure, even though it beof inferior .quality. This affords an excellent opportunity for traders to swindle
them. Shirt, coat, vest, and trousers are all the garments of civilization that most Indians will wear. Nearly all
of them still wear their hair long and prefer a red handkerchief over the head rather than the warmest cap, IPor
foot wear they all use moceasins, The shoes that arve issued to them they do not like, and will often cut the tops
off to make moccasin soles, while the bottoms, or sole leather, they do not use at all, claiming that they can not
walk-with a stiff-soled shoe. They still retain their adimiration of trinkets and beudwork, and nearly all have about
them something of this kind. Many also wear feathers in their hair, some with the tail of a fox, rabbit, skunk, or
other animal fastened to their long, braided locks, The only reason they do not wear so many of these savage
decorations now as they once did is becanse they are more diffienlt to get.

These Indians do not paint themselves as much as formerly, owing to the determination of the agent to stop the
custom by refusing to notice thew if they appear before him with painted faces. They still follow the custom,
while in’ camp, ‘

There are but very few of these 1,722 Indians who use a word of English, all replying to interrogatories witl
the same characteristic grunt. Some ot then, especially the half-breeds and younger Indians, who work around
the agency, could speak enough Iinglish for ordinary intercourse il so inclined. The system of carrying on a.
‘conversation by means of an interpreter with those who can speak English should not be countenanced by the
agents.

The only day school on this reservation is a small one at the agency, which is attended by but few of the
Indian children, the scholars being principally the children of the white people who are connected with the agency.

The mission school at this agency is situated at thie mountains, about 35 mniiles south of the agency buildings.

There are 2 new buildings one-half mile from the agency which are intended for school purposes. The buildings,
constructed of brick made on the veservation, at a cost ot $20,000, will properly accommodate about 150 pupils.
Oune great drawback to this ageney is the poor water supply, the only good wutel that can be obtained being from
a spring several miles digtant,

The dwellings of these Indians are uncomfortable, unhe althy, poorly ventilated, and filthy log huts, generally
about 12 by 14 feet in size, with dirt roofs and no floors. These are the winter habitations. In summer many live
in the canvas-covered tepee, which is more comfortable and healthy than the ordinary Indian house.

These Indians subsist almost wholly on the rations issued by the government, although some of them earn a
little money oecasionally by work or the sale of buffalo horns, which they patiently finish and polish while sitting
avound the camp fire. A good pair of these horns, well inished and finely polished, will generally bring about $1;
but for the money thius obtained these people are apt to purchase some useless trinket that strikes their fancy or
spend it for liquor, sugar, or tea,

The quality of the rations issued-is excellent, in fact as good as the neighboring wh]fec. purchase for-themselves.
The flonr is a good family flour; the Dbeef is the Montana range meat; the pork is clear side bacon, and. the
granulated sugar is a prime article. The rice and coffee are also good. The soap can not be called a very good-
article; however, that is something little used by tlhese people, but geunerally eaten by thelr half-starved dog,q

’l‘he issne of rations at the Belknap agency occurs every Saturday.

It wounld seem that the issue table would be a good place to teach these people something about neatness and
manners. It would perhaps be. better to-issue at longer intervals, and take more pains in the manner of issuing,
than to have these people gather once a week to scramble for tood like a lot. of hungry swine. Even though it
take double the force of help and more time, every article should be weighed out and properly done up before
being issued. In this-way the young men and women of the tribe could be taught to weigh and do np the various
articles, all of which would certainly have a tendency to help these people and prepare them. to provide for
themselves in the future.

The issue of ¢ annuity goods” represents about $35,000, including about 40 wagons and as many sets of
harness, or an average of about $20 for each man, woman, zmd child belonging to the reservation. Previous to
the day of isste the issue clerk has a list prepared of just what each person or family is to receive, the object being .
to distribute as nearly as may be according to the value of the goods. The issue room is stocked with a supply of
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