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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Crxsus OrrioE,

WasHmverorn, D. €., Janunary 2, 1892,
SR :

This bulletin containg varvious statistics and interesting facts concerning the history, present condition, and
outlook of the Six Nations of New York, including an account of the Irogquois league, its territory, ancient and
modern government, and social customs, It gives also a detailed description of the reservations, government,
religion, industries, and social state of these Indians, and shows their capacity and promise for future advancement.

The data herein were obtained for the Eleventh Census, under the divection of My, TromMas DoxALDsSON, expert
special agent of the Census Office, by General Hzngy B. Carzrivaror, United States army (retived), special agent
for the collection of the statistics of the Six Nations. General Ourringtmi spent many months among the Indians
of the Six Nations, and made careful obsgervations respecting their various political, religious, and social meetings,
their homes, health, and habits. Becoming personally acquainted with many families and prominent individuals,
he learned their higtories and traditions, and ascertained their opinions and attitude toward a full adoption of
civilized methods.

The bulletin has been prepared under the authority of the act of March 1, 1889, to provide for taking the
Eleventh and subsequent censuses, viz: “The Superintendent of Census may employ special agents or other means
10 make an ennmeration of all Indians living within the jurisdiction of the United States, with such information
as to their condition as may be obtainable, classifying them as to Indians taxed and Indians not taxed ”.

Very respectfully,
ROBERT I, PORTER,

Superintendent of Census,
The SECRETARY 0F THE INTERIOR.

vii



STATISTICS OF INDIANS.

BY IHIOMAS DONALDSON.

THE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORIK.

The story of the Iive, afterward Six, Nations, or, more properly, the league of the Iroquois, no matter how or
when told, never loges its interest. The uncertainty and doubt surrounding most North American Indian history
are partially removed from the Six Nations, They of all American Indians have best preserved their traditions.
Besides, their system was s0 complete and their government so unigue and so well fitted o the people that from the
parlicst Huropean arrival they have been constantly written about. Their small numbers, comapared with the
enormous country they oceupied and the government they orviginated, with their deeds of daring, will always excite
surprise. Their league, tribal and individual characteristics, and personal strength of will, together with their grewt
courage and prowess, account for their success in war and the methods which brought comfort in peace.

The Six Nations are to Amervican Indian lifo what the Greeks and Romans in ancient history were to the
nations bordering on the Mediterranean. Their generalship in war wag of the highest, thoir civilization and
wultivation, for their surroundings, the most advanced, and their economies of life the most applicable and it of all
the American race within the present houndaries of the United States and Canada.

They made war or peace with cqual facility, holding with a death grasp to their old ideas and traditions,
conguering and absorbing tribes, and getting the control and government of the country from the now Carolinas on
the south to the Iakes on the north and the Mississippi on the west. The Mohawk war-whoop was the terror of
aboriginal life, and the signal fires of the Troquois league, illuminating the hills and valleys of the Atlantic const,
meant danger to the outlying tribes.

Their phenomenal fighting capacity, coupled with the rapidity of movement and power of concentration of
their fighting men, gave the impression of w vast number of warriors, It can be stated with almost a certainty
that the league of the Iroquois since the advent of the European on the American continent and up to 1880 never
exceeded 15,000 persons, and it never had an available fighting force of more than 2,500 men; and the agtonighing
fact is presented by the census of 1890 and the statistics of non-resident Iroquoig tribes that the league of the
Iroguois is stronger in 1890 than it was in 1660, when fivst estimated by competent Iiuropeans. In 1660 it was
estimated at 11,000 ; in 1890 it is 15,870,

Reports of late years as tio the condition of the Six Nations of New York have been contradictory, and many
of them were evidently manufactured and given out by interested parties when legislation to affect these Indians was
pending. Considering the fact that no correct census embracing their actual condition had ever been made up to 1890,
great care was taken in laying out the details of the work for a census and in selecting the agent to executo it

It was early determined that a special agent should be appointed, to whom should be eonfided the entire work,
both of enumerating the Indiang and reporting on their condition. General Ienry B. Carrington, United States army
(retived), consented to undertake the work. Iig instructions gave him ample and full scope, and the wholo encrgy
and aid of the Census Office were at his command, M is report, circumspect, careful, and full, with schedules duly
returned, is the result of ten months of research, arduous labor, and actual residence with the Six Nations.
During this time he visited each house on the reservations. The maps of the several reservations woere made by
him from data personally obtained, and the statements and conclusions in his report are the result of close study
and research, combined with experience, ability, and integrity.

. My, T, 'W. Jackson, United States Indian agent for the Six Nations, was appointed an enumerator for the
reservations, and aided materially in the work, Portions of his annual report are given herein,
Q . ) 1
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STATISTICS OF INDIANS.

CONDITION OF THE SIX NATIONS IN 1890.

The special agent found no places on any of the reservations for the sale of intoxicating liquors. Such places
are unlawful and unknown. He did find, however, that intoxicating liquors were sold to the Indians by white
men or women living off the reservations. He found neither houses for immoral purposes nor gambling dens on any
of the reservations. ITouses for immorality are foreign to the social life and surroundings of these people, and
gambling among the Six Nations is in the line of single risks, as opportunity offers.

The struggle now within the Six Nations for control of their government lies between the pagan and christian
elements, and, in addition, they have to war with the wiles of the white man. Official corruption has beeid noted
in the past among those high in authority, but this is now being rapidly remedied. The Six Nations are in most
danger from without. The pagans, as used here (meaning the old party), are those holding to the faith of their
fathers and opposing the white man and his methods. The christian element means those who accept christianity
as a doctrine. As far as personal morals and the daily life of most of these people are concerned, the difference
ig merely technical, and consists in definition, the word of a pagan being considered as good as that of a christian,
and, in the view that the state has nothing to do with one’s profession of creed, among the Indians a self-reliant
pagan is preferable to a dependent christian. In the league of the Iroquois the largest liberty of the person
consistent with the safety of the league is permitted. TFrom personal independence and sense of manhood many of
the Iroquois have never departed. The reservation Indians of the west are the reverse of this. They look upon
the nation and the greab father as providers and dispensers of food and clothing, and lean heavily upon them
and the public treasury. The Six Nations of New York have generally asked the great father, the Congress,
and the New York legislature to let them severally alome. They have been in a measure let alone by thoe
authorities, and the result is that they are self-sustaining and much further advanced in civilization than any other
reservation Imdians in the United States, and as mueh so ag an average number of white people in many localities.
They have borne the burdens of peace with equanimity, and met the demands of the war for the Union with
patriotism and vigor, Envious Caucasians, hungering for the Indians? landed possessions in New York state, ay
elsowhore, have been active and earnest in efforts to absorb their substance. They have been kept from doing so0
thus far through the efforts of earnest and active fair-minded people, who have prevented their spoliation. TheSix
Nations have been charged with being pagans, heathens, and bad citizens generally, but investigation shows the
latter charge to be false. In the matter of creed, among the Tuscaroras there is not a pagan family recognized as sucl.
Among the Tonawandas and Onondagas very nearly two-thirds belong to the pagan party, several of the most
influential men having recently left the christian party for personal and political reasons,

Of the Cattaravgus and Allegany Senecas, a majority belong to the pagan party, and of the Cornplanter Senccas
and the Saint Regis Indians none are pagans.

In the battle for progress the christian party has taken the offensive or progressive side, and at an carly day,
if supported from withowt, may gain control. The difference between the pagan and christian is most marked in
their material interests, the christian more readily grasping modern ideas and methods of life, with their educational
ineentives. As a rule, the pagan falls behind in the unse of farm machinery, in advanced crop culture, in the
education of his children, and matters of essential public spirit.

On all the reservations crimes ave few, stealing is rare, and guarreling, resulting in personal assault, infrequent.
Respecting the Saint Regls Indians, the only suits of a criminal nature for a long time grew out of resistance to
the game laws, whicl: stopped their netting on their own waters. The total local offenses during the year was 16
in an Indian population of 5,133.

As to whether or not the Six Nations ave law-abiding, with the single exception of the matter of marriago
and divorce, that is, with respect to the police laws, they are shown to be as law-abiding as the same number of
averago white people, and no communities elsewhere, white or otherwise, are known where person and property
are more safe, or where male or female can walk unattended at night with greater security. Pauperism is unusual,
and the tramp almost unknown, Still there is a select but small corps of loafers on each reservation.,

Upon investigation, the Six Nations, as before stated, are shown to be further advanced in civilization than any
other reservation Indians, westcrn or otherwise. In this connection certain elements, perhaps heretofore ignored
through lack of close inquiry, are striking.

The special agent callg attention to the gradual elimination of diseases resulting from white association in
early times. This hag reduced mortality and increased longevity. The growth of selfreliance is especially
noticeable. This tends to greater diffusion of agricultural products, better homes and clothing, and the constant and
growing conviction that their best interests lie in civilized methods.

The relation of poverty and property hag already closely followed the relations of general society. There is

scarcely any poverty among the Six Nations, but two paupers being noted on the schedules.

The percentage of
deaths under one year of age is low,

The percentage of advanced ages without chronic impairment of faculties is
beyond that of any like number of people in the United States. The family increase and surviving members of
families, as at Saint Regis, preclude the possibility of general immorality in their homes.



THE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORK. 3

The Six Nations Indians are not foreigners; they are Americans and persons within the meaning of the laws
of the United States, and the school books used in their schools are printed in Engligh.

Portions of the Bible, and especially hymns, have been translated into the Iroguois dialect, and at Saint Regis
(Catholic) the Latin forms, psalter included, have been translated into Iroquois, the Mohawk dialect; but the
Bible in many of the churches and the International Sunday-school lessons are in English, The adult Indians prefer
to pray in their own language, their thoughts or desires flowing naturally without the mental abstraction necessary
in finding the English word for their exact meaning,

LANGUAGE.

The total Indian population of the Six Nations, exclusive of the Oneidas not on a regervation, is 5,133, Of this
number, 2,844 speak the English language and 1,985 do not. The remainder arve infants, absentees, or persons who
refused to answer the questions of the enumerator. '

The great number of the Six Nations who can not speak or vead the Boglish language ig a drawback to their
advancement, Officials are sometimes clected who ean not read the laws of New Yorlk or of the United States,
and almost & majority of this people are cut off from the information and advantages obtained through the reading
of newspapers and general literature, This seems to be one of thoe greatest evils afflicting the Six Nations, The
young, however, are usually brought up to read and speak the English language; bub, ag with other Indians, there
is not much hope of change in this respeet with adults of middle or advanced age. A compulsory school law for
these reservations wounld aid the growth of the English language. There is no such law in New York for white
people.

THE LEGAT STATUS OF TIIE SIX NATIONS OFF NEW YORI

The totial acreage of the reservations of the Six Nations is 87,327,783, with an Indian and adopted population of
5,208, or 16.78 acrey for each person. The value of tho whole is estimated at $1,810,690.60.

The law and facts show that the reservations of the Six Nations of New York are each indepondent, and in
some particulars as much sovercigntics, by troaty and obligation, as are the several statos of the United States. The
Saint Regls reservation, however, differs somewhat from the others.  The lands within these reservations, of course,
partake of and carry with them the conditions of the grant. Theso nations arve anomalies, and, with the exception
of the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian territory, who are cach known by treaty as nations, are the only ones of like
character in the United States. They are in fact almost nations within a nation. They were created and grew more
out of fear of the Indian and the desire to got rid of and keep him ab peace ab any price than as an act of justice.
In Indian territory they are embarrassing to tho national government and an eyesoro fo the people who desive to
live there. In New York they are a wonder to the curious and the expectant haven of hope to many speculators.

The end of the century will probably see the so-called nations in Indian territory absorbed or dispersed and
a marked change in the present Indian nations in New York.

The incidents of the enumeration of the Seneca nation showed a strong desive om the part of the advanced
portion to break away from old-time ideas and to keep abreast with their white neighbors.  The entive reorganization
of the Iroquois Agricultural Society was a step forward. A more important indication in the same dircction was
that of the spring election in May, 1801, when nearly every person clected was able to speak and read the Tnglish
language, and embraced among their number men of property and progressive tendencies.

The members of the Six Nations of New York residing on reservations or living in tribal relations do not vote at
county or state elections, nor do they pay taxes to the counties or the state. They are therefore Indians nottaxoed.
They have & constitution, and the Senecas have a charter from New York as well as their own, They ave
amenable to national and state courts or laws only in respect of crimes, exeept the Saint Regis Indians, hereinafter
noted (a).

If the Iroquois, native or foreign borm, want to become citizens of the United States they must renounce
allegiance to their own people; but if those of the Six Nations in New York become such citizens they ean not
camy their real property interest with them so that it will be subject to levy and sale for debt on contracts. This,
in fact, is at present a practical inhibition in their way to citizenship. The several reservations belong to them
(Saint Regis differs somewhat (vom. the others), and neithor the state of New York nor the United States can legally
break them up without the Indians’ consent, or through conditions analogous to those of war. They have always
been recognized as nations.

The several tribes and bands of the Six Nations differ somewhat in respect to land holdings and titles on or
within the several reservations. A lien or preference, in case of sale, called the “Ogden Land Company’s rights”
hangs over the Cattaraugus and Allegany Senecas, but the United States extinguished it ag to the Tonawanda
Senecas. The title to these reservations igin the nation, and the members are therefore at common lnw ¢ tenants

a There is no law for this, but by agreement nnd usage the Snint Repls Indians enn sue and be sued in the infevior courls of the stalo of New Vork, and
judgment ig always enforced. They have no courts mmong themselves,
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in common”, Each owns his undivided share absolutely, independently of the United States or the state of New
York., The individuals, however, only hold a fee equivalent to the ownership of the land they improve, with power
to sell or duvise among their own people, but not to strangers. Tt is a good title. The nation itself can not disturb
it, Within the Six Nations each head of a family or a single adult has the right to enter upon unoccupied land,
build upon it, and improve it, thereby acquiring & title, with authority to sell to another Indian or devise the same
by will; but all these trangactions must be between Indians.

The Cornplanters are Senccas of the Sencca nation, voting with them for officers annually, and having a
representative in the nation’s council. The band, although in Warren county, Pennsylvania, inherit a common
interest in all the Seneca lands in New York, draw alike annuities, but do not vote in New Yorlk, except as Indians
for their own officers, nanely, officers of the Seneca nation. They are also heirs in Pennsylvania of Cornplanter,
the probate court of Warren county, Pennsylvania, having partitioned the inheritance of Cornplanter (a special
gift of gratitude from Pennsylvania) among them, inalienable except among themselves. They have been admitited
to the privileges of citizenship in that state.

The conclusion is irrvesistible that the Six Nations are nations by treaty and law, and have long since been
recognized ag such by the United Btates and the state of New York, and an enlightened public will surely hesitate
before proceeding to divest these people of long-cstablished rights without their consent—rights recognized and
confirmed in some cases by the immortal VVashington and by more than a hundred years of precedents and
legislation.

The Six Nations of New York Indian question can not be settled permanently without action on the Ogden
company’s claim by the Congress of the United States,

PEACEMAKER COURTS.

The peacemaker courts are peculiar to the Seneca Indians of New York., They excreise probate jurisdiction
and jwisdiction over minor offenscs. Appeal may be taken to the council of the Seneca nation proper on the
Allegany and Cattaraugus veservations, and to the separate council of the Tonawanda Senecas, The term of offico
of o peacemalker is for three years, one being elected annually for each reservation, but those of the Tonawanda band,
ag with all ity officers, bave no official relation to the other bands of Senecas.

The president of the Sencca nation sits as judgoe wpon the impeachment of a peacemaker, Among the grounds
of impeachment is taking o bribe, or, by relationship or otherwise, having interest in o case.

Divorees, as well as probate matters, come before this court. Tetitions, summonses, answers, all pleadings,
returng of process, and record follow the forms prescrvibed for state courts of like jurisdiction. During 1889 a
contested election among the Tonawanda band was, upon application, decided by the state court of New York,
sitting at Batavia, Genesee county, in which county the Tonawanda reservation is in part situated. A record of
their proceedings is duly kept.

UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT.

The civic establishment of the United States Indian agency at Akron, New Yorlk, consists of an agent, Timothy
W. Jackson, the incumbent in 1890, wlose salary is $1,000 per year; J E. Paxon, messenger, at SMOO per year;
J. (+, Rugg, physician, at $200 per year, and Chester C. Lay, interpreter, at $150 per year,

The agency containg one frame building, the property of the United States, of the value of $250. As the offico
of the agent i usually at his residence, change in the inecumbent removes the office. In July, 1891, the agent’s
office was at Salamanca, New York, A. W, Ferrin succeeding T. 'W. Jackson.

The United States Indian agent receives from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs annually and distributes,
under bond, both eash annuities and goods, except for the Saint Regis Indians, who receive neither from the United
States, and over whom the agent hag no immediate charge.

The Indian agent is the official to whom is referred by the Commissioner of Indian Affajrs all complmnlﬁ by
Indiang preferred against each other or against the white people, and upon his investigation and report the
Commigsioncer initiates velief or other action. e is especially charged with the investigation of all cases of trespass
upon their lands or other rights, as also illegal sales of intoxicating lquors to the Iroquois, and, as their protector,
places in the hands of the United States district attorney the proper evidence upon which to prosecute suits at law
againgt offenders. Tt is also his duty fo investigate and report upon all crimes of which the state courts of New
York have jurisdiction; also to interest himself in local troubles between the Indians themselves, and to report
annually to the Commissioner of Tndinn Affairg all births and deaths, as the Dbasis of the annual distribution of
goods or money.

The New York state agent and attorney have no official connection with the United States Indian agent. The
former acts for the Onondaga Indians, and pays the state annuities to the Six Nations, while the latter, under
gpecial law, acts for the Saint Regis Indians. Iach reservation has a state school commissioner,
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THE LEAGUR OF TIE IROQUQOIS TROM 1660 TO 1890.

The Indians of the league of the Iroguois, both in the United States and Canada, have passed through almost
all stages of savage life and a portion of the progressive Anglo-Saxon, and alnost all the vicissitudes of war and
peace. Ilow civilized ways and methods affect a savage nation the league of the Iroquois Dest illustrates.

The vitality of this people and the tenacity with which they hold to their traditions, even while adopting or
aceepting changes, have no parallel in aboriginal life.

In 1890 the census of the United States and the official report of Canada not only show that the league of the
Troquois probably numbers more now than at any period for more than a hundred years past, or than it ever has
sinee first met by Europeans, but that it is steadily increasing.

League of the Iroquois in the United States, 1890...cciiiiiviiiriinnn, T RETCID

LEAGUE OF THE IROQUOIS IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1890.

Six Nations of New YorK.....covee... RN eeriveaerien IPYPP G veiee 5,239
Senecas and Onondagas in ‘Warren county, Pennsylvania ...... e eht e s e e s s et s re sy e ens 98
Total in New York and PennsyIVAIIn. i iiiiicini s e sinnei s sesassniin e TP 5,337
Senecas and Cayugas at Quapaw agency, Indian territory i e 255
Members of the league ennmernted, residing in Connecticut, Massachusebts, and New York i 79
Oneidas in WISCOBII covvvvviinivmiiniesiiminnnn eebeees st e e R 1,716
Total in the United Stated.............. e e PN eerns TN 7,387

The following statement has been furnished through the kindness of Mr. I D, Camoron, superintendent of

Indian affairs at Brantford, Canada:

‘ LEAGUE OF THE IROQUOIS IN CANADA IN 18)0.
Oneidas of the Thames.....covvvicsiriveen e e 715 | Iroquois of Saind Regis (@)..ccivieiirreicennnnnnniin Ceresr e 1,190

Mohawks of Bay of Quinte..... coccieeirirnns ar v re e aretrn . 1,066 | Trognois of GiDSOT..ci e wuinunnen, e e rererenees 137
Six Nations of Grand river, BEabiord.. . ieveeererniversessasrones 3,988 Iroquois of the Lake of Two Mountaing..o..oveviieecrnniinnninn 375
Iroquois of Coughnawagn (@) ...v i Veven vee 1,722 Total...viiveniviinniins T P U 8,483

a A few Algonquing, mixed,

The Iroquois of Grand river are in d(etail as follows:

Mohawks LY 3 OO 326
(0710 L - S PN TUSCATOTAS veerrinsns e r e e e et etrerra e rrr e aaaannes Pty 327
Senecas ... Crrenreeen : e
Cayugas TTOBRL . .veevverreesrseererarseessresareasssesssreesiaensesesesseennseseses 3,268

The following statement shows the total number of the league of the Iroquois, estimated and actual, at the
soveral periods named:

10,750 .
10,000 | 1768.......... ettt et eere st arseen e ers ceererereene 12,600
18,000 | 1770.0000vrevsesieenserensesenernrs e s e e verrn 10,000

1773 e eeeb e e ettt era ettt enran et 12,500
AT e ireevrererirerer s st mer st eee s e ers e b eanne et 8,000
TT9Leersrevireirernnsenernes et arsa b e s nrines YRR 7,430

@ Not including emigrants, Mohawks, Onondagas, cte.

There is no record given of the nwmnber of the leagne between 1791 and 1877,

The emigration to Canada of a large portion of the league left a smaller portion in the United States after 1790.

In 1868 the Iroquois in Canada (all of the league) were given at 5,881; in 1874, 6,845 ; in 1875, 6,898; in
1876, 6,953 ; in 1890, 8,483,

In 1877 the total number of the league of the Iroquois in Canada and the United States was estimated to bo
18,668, and in 1890 it was 15,870. The rate of increase in Canada and the United States is now about the same.

The Cherokees of Indian territory and the Bastern Cherokees, along with the Wyandottes (Wyandot, Wendot)
of Quapaw agency, Indisn territory, are of Iroquoian stock, but are not included in the membership of the league.
(Sce Extra Census Bulleting on REastern Cherokees and Five Civilized Tribes, and final report on Stabistics of
Indians, Bleventh Census.)
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THRE SIX WATIONS OF NEW YORK IN 1890. %
TOTAL PORPULATION OF TTE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORK AT SEVERAL PERIODS FROM 1796 TO 1880, INCLUSIVE. 1
175G, Morse...v.... Cerrees riree et rarerae veeree 3,748 | 1865, United States Indian Office....... ... TN v 3,950 |
1818, Parrish......, Cresae Crersenertsnenereas B PN . 4,576 | 1870, Uniled States census........... e ieterarvreaaerreiernens vesvanes . 4,062 :
1819, New York legislnture...coiveenne v 4,538 | 1870, United States Indian Office.....oovvvvinininiennn v 4,804 ;
1821, MOTEC . vierrtivreenerisinsnseerrrseneanes reenrrrean s veeens 4,056 | 1875, New York state census......... . s e 4,672 !
1825, United bta.leb Semetmy ot War...... P virer sveneenns 0,061 | 1875, United States Indian Office.....ooooiviviiiininnnns Ceeveeriae 4,060 1
1829, General Porter, United States Secretary of War............ 5,100 | 1877, Uniled States Indian Office.......covviivinii e 5,041 !
1845, United States Indian Office (@).veiiverrereniirnnrin e $,884 | 1880, United States Indian Office...c..oooonniniie e Ve 5,130 ‘
1835, New York state censt............. e 3,774 | 1885, United States Indian Office...cviniiieee e vnvieninenn . 4,970
1855, United States Tndian Office.... voeencne 4,140 | 1887, United States Indian Office. .o ot e 4,966
1860, United States Indian Office.. vresenrernnnrnenenenee 8,840 1 1800, United States Indian Office...... e TN . 5,112
1865, New York state consts....oomnnin e ees ey 3,992 | 1800, United States census....voviviiiiiminenscinnin, S e 5,239

a Oneidas omitted (removed west),
b Not including the Cornplanter Senceas in Warren county, Pennsylvania, 98 in number, which would give a total of 5,337,

POPULATION OF THE SIX NATIONS RESERVATIONS IN NEW YORK AND CORNPLANTER SENECA RESERVATION IN

l’ENNbYLVANIA
RESERVATIONS.
Oneidas
TRIDES, WIC, Total. T T i T off resierva-
. tion.

Onondagn, |Tonaswanda.| Allegnny, Cattaraugus,| Tusearorn, | Saint Regis,

e e e L
Grand 1obal. e oot i 404 561 807 1,698 483 106

OnONARE R et veinsaansnsssrroms toosssnreassassoss
ONEIAR ceririrninriens s ngsns e rarees e
MORAWI, v cerei s srrereamsars srones vesstssoten

Cayugt... T
BRILBOM snrrvseres sesrbetsososnsissnssarsnt aens sassstiurartassmtsen sossartssiosens 02,680
U CIOT e o1 vb0sars srans vosessssmant sobrasatrss ey vusosr vursbr sssans s8ssnbras 408
Saint Regis [P 1,129
Abenaka.,.. S POV 10 JRR SRR Cerrens PP PPN
Muneie ... [T 168 [ evmmimimed 0 1 L] I8 i enia i TP [OT PO TR .
Brothertown 1
Dulaware.., 3
Stockbridge.. 7
Caughuawagn.. e 15
Talf blood. ., . revenra 28
Quarter blood ,.... \ 42
Tighth blood..omimmirsimin 17
Tolal—Indians by reservations nnd Oneidns,...... 5,289 404 561 880 1,682 459 1,167 106
Additions by marringe:
TWHItE ivens ciannrrmeesuneisviesiniens [TRTTITTRTITN a8 18 16 23 138 T
WERED crivnrrensnretraniveesiransreriens 1 oo 1
DIUTALED. cantnns vassrinnrrarmrssirmesarssuinrsmsinss srscinnsnnsaermssarners 1 \ e . «“ wanen

@11 Onondagas reside on the Cornplanter reservation in Warren county, Pennsylvania, making the total Onondagas of the Six Nations 481,
b 87 Senecas reside on the Cornplanter reservation in Warren county, Penngylvania, malking the total Senceas in New York and Penngylvanin 2,767,

The total population of the Cornplanter regervation, Warren county, Pennsylvania, and adjoining the Allegany
‘ Seneca reservation, New York, is as follows: Onondagas, 11; Seneecas, 87, and 1 white man; total, 99.
The total population of the Six Nations reservations in New York and 106 Oneidas off reservation is 5,300,
1 This includes 70 white and colored persons.
The total Indian population of the Six Nations reservations in New York and 106 Oneidas off reservation is
5,239.

VITAL STATISTICS.

The total Indian population of the Six Nations reservations in New York is 5,183. The births during the
year were 1815 deaths, 156; gain by births over deaths, 25. All reservations gained by births except Tuscarora,
where the neb loss by death was 6. The deaths by consumption were 89, or 7.6 to the 1,000 of population ; the
hirths 35.8 to the 1,000, and the deaths 80.4 to the 1,000.

The several canses of deaths are given in detail in the table on the following page. The deaths from June 30,
1889, to June 80, 1890, included 3 persons between the ages of 90 and 100, 4 persons between the ages of 80 and 90,

4 persons above 78 but less than 80, and b persons between the ages of 60 and 75, in a total Indian population of
5,138,
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CAUSES OF DEATHS AMONG THE 8IX NATIONS OF NEW YORK IN 1800, AS FAR AS KNOWN, AND TOTAL NUMBER

OF BIRTHS,

Child-
birth,

over
deaths,

Total . .
« | Total Con- Heart | Pavaly- : Typhoid| | Tang Brain Blood Poen- |, 01d
RESERVA 3, | BVET, s : Serofuln,
VALLONS, pof;:l(]l‘i:;i[:m deaths, | sumption. | disease. aig, Buicide fever, Fever fever, | fever, | poisen, | monia, b nge.,
%
,,,,,,,,, ' - - —
Tolal......e,| 5,133 156 1
Onondaga,,...... 494 10 2 2 eeamsrnsanan “ [T 1 veserasl
Tonowanda ..., 561 22 7 veeleererosesmesslsinerereaesiitinesisreneentd 4 [SUOTP I SUPPTOUUTOTIN RUUIPTCUTIRN SURTOROTUNNU SR 1
Allegany ....,.... 880 84 7 eeonornsirrar|veretsennrues lresepasesnarenn 2 1 reverrersereisfonnriesennianes 1 eresiarare 3
Cattaraugus....| 1,582 46 8 Leraretesrsesneliarrransessias 1 eeetnrireresslressnenaroniane 1 e ST FO O RPN RTTOT
Tusearora, ..., 459 19 8 1 R PRV, FAAUU N FRSGTUTIUN NPT A TP P 1
Suint Regis ... 1,167 25 7 1 1 1 1
Deaths lixeess
N Spinnl . « wnder | g of
I Acci- | Small- | Neural- | * Kidney | Cholern Rheu- | Sudden | Un- Totul
RESERVATIONS,, .5 | Croup, : com- N ; Mensles, N § one . dueaths
grippe, dent, pox. gin. plaint, frouble, | morbus. matism, | death, known, yeur of births, over
nge, births, |
Total......... 11 |
I
Onondagtu..... N [P AT, l
Tongwands .. 1 .
Allegany ..o [RETTN AR 1 reerenns AP R ! ........
Caltarangus ... [ 1 1 1 1 .
TUSCATO s [ Z FOROORPU FOPPRPITN NN
Snint Regis...... 1 .

At the Cornplanter reservation,

Warren county, Pennsylvania, the births were 4 and the deaths were 5.
Vs A y

the latter 8 were infants under 1 year of age and 2 were adults, 1 from pnenmonia and 1 from consumphion.

Of

STATISTICS OF CRIPPLES, AND ACUTE, CHRONIC, AND OTHIER DISEASES O TIIE SIN NATIONS OIF NEW YORK: 1890.

Total Deformed | Leformed (.”irim')lﬁd Crippled| Defee- | o Denl | Defee- | Blind Defec- Avl"“["’
pseivarions| Indian | Total. | Cripples, ;-¢ B | from rhen-| W TR L from livehenr-T 000 MY Dent | and | tive |[inone) Blind,} tve | T
population, rom bl ptism, FOR A pocident.]  ing, | SPecel dumb, | gight, | oye, mind, | 208
dent. {ism,
Total....... 16 2 5 3 4]
onondagtu....... 494 L) A RN venans 1 L [NTTR 1 renrersiisnnin 4 [RRUT L J FRORUO N FRSUITROTIINN T
Tonawmida.... 561 19 Z: S R ervsmmemeesrsicontfonsseeraenes vy 2 1 i .
Allegnny cene... 880 20 1 1 L T A 3 TS I RN 1 b RO SN 1 2
Cattarnugus.,... 1,582 128 ... 2 2 9 4 2 3 2 9 Covenne 4 1 44
TUSCRLOLR creveere 468 48 3 1 Jee . 3 3 [T A, 1 10 . 1 1 13
Saint Regis...... 1,157 16 b R RN O PN N HOPIOUIIT S [OTOTINN AT RINS NI 2 3 v 1 2 2
Chronie | yant Liver o | . Iip
RESKRVATIONS,| C°3‘ . [Berofuln.| “rheu- tn;rll:lt 'Nlelil- Ague, | com- I_ﬁidney .I"fly - | Asthma, | Dorely- tspull;lﬂ- dis- f‘"_{’“ 03‘3 T -
umption. matiom, | Fouble. | ralgin, plang, | disease. | sipelas, wis rouble.| oo | ture, | age. | pers,
Totad...... e 39 22 11 4 3 2 4 1 4 1 T 3 1 2 H] 2
Onondaga........ 4 4 1
Tonnwandn 6 1
5 2
19 8
3 4
2 3 1S FETSUPINN ETUITY U RN

The statistics of the Cornplanter Senecas in Warren county, Pennsylvania, show 1 person to be
sighti, 1 defective in mind, and 1 aiBlicted with rhenmatism.

defective in
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TONGEVITY POPULATION ABOVE SIXTY YEARS OF AGE OF THE SIX NATIONS O
NEW YORK I'OR 1889 AND 1890,

Indian Between Between Between Between
RUSERVATIONS, Families. 60 and 70 | 70 and 80 80 and 90 | 90 and 100
population, |
yens, yoars, years, yonrs,
Tobal e, 173 64 26 6
OnONAAEE. e ieienrnrersinie riees 115 16 10 10 1
Tonawnndn 139 561 30 14 7 1
Allegany ... 239 880 32 5 1 1
Cabtaraupus.,. 378 1,682 80 16 i 2
TUSCATOTR vy s 100 459 1 8
Baint Regibe s ats 1,157 31 11

The age of 60 years, the ordinary limit of life assurance, is made the basis of comparison. By the American
table of mortality adopted by the state of New York as the standard for valuation of policies, the * expectation ” i,
at 10 years of age, 48.7 years, or the age of 58.7. More than 5.2 per cent of the living persons giver above have
passed the age of 60 years.

At the Cornplanter rescrvation, Pennsylvania, 6 persons were above the age of 60 and none above 70 years.

MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES AMONG TITE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORK FOR 1890.

Nominally) 4. With two Having
IREANRVATIONS. Married, single. Bigamists, Wives. Sepavated. ! Divorced, h\;gil;:.:l&‘.
——— b - —— B ]
ONONAAE e isiiiarien sineasien 199 218
Tonnwanda... 208 353
Allepimy ... 360 416
Caltaraugns, H52 66
TUsCarora, - 152 305
Saint Regis.ivinn. 448 726

The special agent in his report explains the diffienlties of obtaining complete data and which also attended the
recognition of Indian family ties as marriage ties, Many of the nominal marriages amount simply to cohabitation
as man and wife during pleasure, without any form of legal union or separation, but an almost universal conviction
is gaining ground that marriage mmust be held binding whatever its form unless a divorce be secared upon separation.
The table headings given above are transeripts of the returns made by the enumerator. The several tribes have
various ideas of the meaning of the word higamy, which accounts for the apparent inconsistency in the headings.

Felonieg committed by members of the Six Nationg are cognizable under the laws of New York or the United
States. No felonies were reported during the census year, and but few trivial offenses, except intoxication. The
number of Indiang in jail or prison for offenses against person or property during the year in an Indian population
of 5,138 was as follows: Onondaga,l; Cattaraugus, 9; Tuscarora, 3; Saint Regis, 3; total, 16, These offenses were
{ried by Indian courts on the reservations, except at Saint Regis. '

RELIGIONS AND CHURCH STATISTICS ITPOR 1890.

The total nunber of churches on the six reservations is 12. Some congregations, however, worship in private
houses or halls. The churches cost $25,400. The total number of communicants in an Indian population of 5,133 is
1,074. The cost of the church service was $G6,387, of which the Indians contributed $1,262. 18 ministers and
missionaries were engaged in the work during the year. Details are given in the fables on the following page
and in Part IV of the accompanying report.

The pagans of the Six Nations assemble for their business, ceremonies, and exercises either in the council houses,
one of which belongs to each of the nations (except the Tuscaroras), or in groves or private houses,
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DENOMINATIONS,

!
RESERVATIONS, Total. Baptist, | Methodist, Wesleyan. | Episcopal, Pl;:&’g’ te- Cathotie, i
!
e . -—i
03 1) O 1,074 307 159 20 258 ason
Onondagn ... 68
Tonawandmn. 04
Allegany . 131
Cattaraugus., 170
Tuscarori..... 238
Saint Regis.... 378
CHURCHES, !
Number..... 12 8 1 4 e
Cost () ... $25,400 | §8,100 2,200 $6,900 |eorvercsucnrnnns |
FINANCIAL ATD,
Total... 80 88, $1,850 8‘\’57() 3\2.772 ..................
Outside nidieen i, 5, G’."‘) 1,300 .)()0 u,-‘l..o
Indian aid oo Ceena 1,262 550 70 447

a Worship at the Catholie echureh on the Canadinn side,
b Estimated totul previous cost, with changes and repairs,

NUMBER OI" CHURCHES, BY Dl N()MINA’[‘T()N

: i

: RESERYATIONS, Talnl, ‘ Baptist, | Methodist.| Episcopul, 1"1’51:?""' ;
]
t Total... 12 3 4
; ] s S—
i Onondagt ... 2 ' areser e

Tonawnnda : i 1 1
l Allegany ... 1 M 1
! Cattarangus, ! i 1 1
‘ TUSCRrorn .. 3 li 1 1 1
| Saint Repis... el veaned

STATUS OF THE ENGLISIT LANGUAGE.

The total Indian population of the Six Nations of New York on reservations, excluding the Oneidas (106), who
are included in the general census of 1890, is 5,133, Of these 2,844 can speak English and 1,985 can not.

STATISTICS OF THE BENGLISH LANGUAGE AMONG THE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORK IN 1800

=
RESERVATIONS, !
ITEMS, Total, f e e s+ e = E
i Onondaga. | Tonawanda! Allegany, | Cattaraugus.’ Tuscavorn. ESuint Regpis, }
i \ f ‘
Over 20 yenrs of age who can read English., 1,310 04 126 306 i 501 ‘ 201 } a3
Tnder 20 who can rend Boghsli,. . 1,184 57 111 .81 500 i 0 185
Tnder 20 who can write Boglish...c..oen. 765 b7 111 165 | 205 | 85 . 52 :
Peraons wlo ean spealk Bnglish v 2,844 186 305 502 i 988 | 348 ! 465
Persons who can not speak English .. 1,985 201 180 276 | 505 90 i 635 “
- ' il b R

On the Cornplanter Seneca reservation, Warren county, Pennsylvania, there are 29 persons over 20 years of

age who can read English; 19 under 20 years of age who can read English; 19 under 20 yeavs of age who ean
write Fnglish; 57 who can speak English, and 35 who can not. Children not able to speak a languagoe ave not
noted, and some absentees were omitted from the nou—]’.)nghsh speaking enumeration. Some Indians refused the
information to the enumerator.
SCHOOLS.

Part IX of the accompanying report gives the practical working of the publie schools on the reservations of the
Six Nations. Many drawbacks are mentioned, and Mr. Joseph E. Hazzard, the state superintendent of sehools
on the Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations, writes that he “can not secure competent teachers at the rate
authorized ”. This may have much to do with the causes of complaint of lack of sufficient results from these
schools., His letter in full will be found under the head of * Cattaraugus reservation ”, Part IX,

DY

o
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Mr. T. W. Jackson, enumerator and United States Indian agent, in his report for 1890, in speaking of the
schools on the Six Nations reservations, says:

Trom o careful cxamination of the reports of the loeal superintendents of Indian schools made to the superintendent of public instruction
of the state of New York, I am led to belicve that there is o continued improvement of the schools on the Indian reservations.

Suflicient wages should be paid fo seeure teachers of brains—teachers who have common sense and who are able to devise means by which
not only the scholar can be interested and enconuraged to attend the school, but the parents must also be interested in the work.

The pay for teachers on these reservations varies from $250 to $276.50 per year. The total number of teachers
is 28; schools, 27; children of school age on the reservations, 1,429; largest daily attendance, 714; averagu
attendance, 306; school accommodations, 1,025, The total cost of these schools to the state of New York for
the year is placed approximately at $8,360.69, or an average of $27.82 for each of the 306 in attendance. The
Indians’ contribution to the expense of these schools is in labor and wood, and is mentioned in Part IX.

Under the heads “Tducation”, “Schools”, and “Language’’ detailed statements show that the record of school
attendance for some portion of a year would include attendance even for a day, and that a large number of children
were present but a few days during the entire school year. In this connection the attendance for 1 month or more
is indicated vespecting each #chool, with notice of exceptional cases of remarkable punctuality, in one case of an
attendance with but I day’s absence, unless sick, for more than 7 years. As the New York school age is from & to

21 years, the attendance is indicated of pupils under 6 and over 18 years of age, as well as that usual throughout
the country.

STATISTICS OF SCHOOLS AMONG THE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORK FOR 1890.

| ' :
Largest Number !
L RESERVATIONS, | Teachers, Nuzorxl})er Scho‘ol “ttg‘d' ] Under 6 Above -t‘tltee:?g? n:(t((i(xﬁ;g;s o Cost per ;
\‘ seliools, age, ance any YCORrs. 18 years. ance, provided, weeks | annum, (@)
\ one duy. taught, {a)
a : - - - —
; PO uersrrones 28 g 1,429 714 \ 16 10 306 1,025 1 | §8,360.60 |
i b P e UL Rty ) T T T T T T T T
I Onondagt.e.. 2 1 118 55 | 2 o] 20,00 50 \ 40 MT.8L
C Tonawand...... 3 3 126 00 5 1 35.12 105 37 886,51
AlCgany wwroon 6 i 276 141 17 |evvrieend] 6167 240 32 :
| Cnttarangus 10 10 86 219 ] 15 1 115.00 30 | 32 87477
| Tusearor.. vl 2 2 127 7L ! ri \; 8 27.33 80 \\ 36 510,43
. Saint Regis. i 5 5 897 180 ‘f pevenan 47,00 190 | 40 1,632.17 |

@ These two items, number of weeks tanght and cost per annum, are from the offieial reports of the state of New York,

Adding the number reported as under 6 and over 18 years of age inereases the substantial attendance to 770,
The data are from reports of superintendents, examination of the registers, and personal vigits to the schools. The
large percentage of children of school age among the Saint Regis Indians is due to the remarkable size of families
on that reservation, there being now, as reported under the head “Saint Regis families ’, 194 children living out of
264 born in 24 famnilies. 107 childven under 106 years of age were also educated at the Thomas Orphan Asylum, viz:
From Onondaga, 6; Tonawanda, 6 ; Tuscarora, 13 ; Allegany, 20 ; Cattaraugus, 57, and Saint Regis, 5. Considering
the fact that the state of New York has no compulsory sehool-attendance law, the Six Nations present a fair averago

attendance of children of school age. The state of New York pays the expense of the Indian schools. The
Indiang supply fuel and care for the schoolhouses and the state attends to the repairs,

SEWING MACHINES AND PIANOS AND ORGANS ON THE SEVERAL

RESERVATIONS,
- e e . R i B
‘ - S Pianos
RESERVATIONS, Sewing and
machines, organs,
ORI 1vaersroirassnnene i srasemsessseesnnrass atsesronnaenssl 283 3 b6
ONODEARR . vivirviianrsernitisniarrenersrans s sesasarseanyares 25 “ 11
Tonawanda.., | 37 | 11
ALCZIUTY trrciiiriiinirirnisasreescarsnnenerans sessssibnncnens { 48 } 11
[0 T T PP 120 E 11
| Tusearorf..... [ 20 ‘ 8
% BRI REIR. e vt nainerserrmreessreissiscesssensennssne vesssese ‘ 27| 4
g Cornplanter Sencea, Pennsylvanit ... ! [ ‘[
e oo et e e et e e et s A e 2 —_
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PROFESSIONS.

The following statistics show that 1,703 of the Six Nations work for a living, of whom 696 males are lahorers,
and 578 males are farmers. Many minors were enumerated as laborers and farmers, The column of occupations
gives details of all callings.

STATISTICS OF OCCUPATIONS,.

RESERVATIONS.
COUPATTONS, Total, e e e o £+ e e e e e et e e et e s+ e e
Onondagan, | Tonnwandn, | Allegany, | Cutiarangns. | Tuscarova. S’Li"(";l%“'“i“‘"

Total,eeinn e eI e b st 1,708
Attorneys... . crevnin B
Bagket make: 185
Bead workers.. jt!
Bows and arrows, anow shoes, elt...wa., 2
Canes, whipstooks, et vuainniiin v 1
Carpenters, 82
Clerks.... 2
Cobblers. 1
Doctors... 9
Domestic 4
Engincer: 1
Farmors., 678
Fereymen ... 1
Fishing, bunting, and trapping.. 10
Gardencrs.,. 8
Guides.o e " 8
Hovge trainers, oo o 1 Ceares LT
Tousekeepers () .. 7l 10 2 1 24 83 H
Taborets . 090 03 84 149 244 78 A8
Laundresses. 3 1 2
Lumbermen, 4 2 . 2
Mcchanies,, 10 q
Merchants. 2 1 1 TSIV PO
MissionarieSuvmmienie 1 J T RTVRTY P TPPT O TN [ATUUOP I PRRTTO PPN ARSI
Musie and gchool tenchers, .. 12
Musieians, e 14
Prenchers..... 8
Show peoplo... 13
Soldiers,., 2
Stockraisers ... 1
Storekeepers, groeers, ete., 2
Burveyors. 1
Traveling agents.. 2
Wood enrvers.. .. 4

b Honsckeepers are generally widows or housekecpers for widowers,

At Cornplanter reservation, Pennsylvania, the occupations are given as follows: Housewives, 8; laborers, 163
farmers, 12 ; musician, 1; ferryman, 1; lamberman, 1; traveling agent, 1.

THE AREA AND CONDITION OF THE RESERVATIONS.
PROPOSED SIX NATIONS ALLOTMENTS AND TAND IN SEVERALLY—EXISTING LAND TIFLES—METIIOD O0F ACQUIRING AND
PERPELUATING ITILE,

The subject of breaking up the Six Nations reservations and investing the Six Nations Indians with citizenship
and covering them ag other citizens of New York with the general laws of the state is often mentioned. In
breaking up Indian reservations, usually recorded or personal land holdings and titles are not found. Allotments
and assignments to tracts proceed: on the order of the allotting agent. No old and settled occupancy titles are in
the way. No allotment can be made of the Six Nations lands, nor can an assignment in severalty of them be had on
the bagis of a common and general division or absolute removal, as is usual with ordinary reservation Indians, The
present occupancy or recorded titles would prevent this, and the courts would undoubtedly protect them.
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SIX NATIONS LAND TITLES AND TENURES.

While land tenure among the Six Nations is, as a rule, secure in the families enjoying it, the evidence of title
for many years largely depended upon visible possession and improvement, rather than upon the record evidenec
common to white people. Verbal wills recited at the dead feasts, in the presence of witnesses to the devise, were
usnally regarded as sacred, and & sale, with delivery of possession, was respected when no written conveyance was
executed. Of late years written wills have become common, and among the Senecas, with their peacemakers and
surrogate judges, the “ proof of a will”’ conforms very nearly to similar proceedings in the state probate courts.
The clerk of the Seneca nation keeps a record of grants made by the council. Generally, the clerk, whether of chiefs,
as with the Onondagas and Tuscaroras, or of trustees, as with the Saint Regis, has the custody of the records of
official proceedings respecting grants or sales of lands. There is far more carclessness than among white people in
securing any record of real estate transfers, the Indians preferring to hold the papers and the records themselves
instead of having them moved from place to place, with a change of clevk, there being no regular place or rules for
deposit or protection. An applicant for land, after petition, secures a vote of council or of chiefs of a tribe or nation,
as the case may be, with the description of the land asked for, and a copy of that vote is the basis of a permanent
title to himself, his heirs, and assignees. Indian common law, that of immemorial custom,as with the early English
holdings, has generally carried its anthority or sanction with effective prohibitive force against imposition or frand,
even when occupation and improvement of public domain have heen actual but without formal sanction. Na
well-ordered system of record for wills, grants, or transfers is in habitual use among the Six Nations, or even among tho
Senecas. The infrequency of trangfer out of a family and the publicity of the act when such a transfer is made have
been esteemed sufficiently protective. There iz no penalty for failure to male record, and the chain of title is
not broken into so many links as to confuse the transmission. Dwing late years farmers having substantial
improvements have secured legal advice and perfected their papers in the usual business form common to whito
people, for deposit or record at county seats in which the lands and reservations are located.

As with white people, there are and will be Six Nations Indians land owners and Six Nations Indians landless.

VALUE OF THE LANDS O THE SIX NATIONS.

The appraisement of Indian lands is based upon their best local terms of sale, and not upon that of sales by
the white people of outside lands; but farms upon some reservations may well be appraised at $50 per acre, when on
some other reservations equally good or better lands would range from $25 to $35 per acre. These have a leagehold
value, but not the full value of similar adjoining lands, which are unincumbered by their present inalienable Indian
title. :

The following table gives the number of acres and total value (estimated) for each reservation. The total
acreage of the reservations of the Six Nations is 87,327.78, and the value is estimated at $1,810,699.60. The
reservation lands, if sold, and the proceeds divided per capita, would give each of the 5,208 Indians and adopted
persons $348.01. The acreage to each person on the several reservations is also given, and the names and areas of
reservations, tillable and grazing lands, acres cultivated, under fence, fenced during year, leased, new lands broken,
pasturage land actually used in 1890, estimated value per acre, and total value of rescrvations,

ACREAGE, VALUE, ETC.,

OF THE RESERVATIONS OF THIE SIX NATIONS.

= = =
| . |
. | Number of aecres Number of Rods of
. Total n.um‘hm of Number of neres fit only for acres cultivﬁtedji Number of feneing made
RESERVATIONS, acres in tillable, grazing. during the year| feres under during the
reservations. (Estimated.) (Bstimated.) by Indizns, ‘ fence. yenr,
Onondagn ... al,100.00 4,500 1,100 2,522.,25 1 4,000 ()]
Tonawanduw .. 7,049,738 - 6,500 500 2,200.00 3,800 GO
ANegny . eieeenrcnians 30,469,00 1
L 0 5 048. 5
Oil Spring...... ovvee so.00 1) 11,000 8,000} 2,048.00 5,124 100
Codtavaugn 21,680.00 11,000 1 2,000 4,500.,00 5,600
TUB ORI O Ryareivreresestiararsiosmmacniossnsrmnrasressss sorisnssneenssensnsrnne 0,249 ,00 5,800 250 4,200,00 4,635
) B
Saint Regis... cl4,640.00 9,000 i 4,500 4,083,50 7,000
Total in New York.u oo vorreniece e 87,327.73 47,800 18,350 20,408,756 30,1569 3,160
Complanter, Warren county, Pennsylvaniu.... G40.00 599 360,00
Total Wit Cornplanter., e e senn o 87,9067.78 i 48,899 20,763.75

a New York commission estimates aerenge at 7,300,
b Repairs only.
¢ With swamp Inud, estimated at 15,280 acres.

d Actual acreage 679, excess above 640 due to allowance for river bed,
e Nearly all under fence,
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ACREAGE, VALUE, ETC., OF THE RESERVATIONS OF THE SIX NATIONS—Continued.

13

! Number of . K N
| Numberof | acres of new N“T};L; l? £ Average Total value " [I.‘l(l)xtl,‘l:} - Acres to each
RESERVATIONS, ! acres lensed | lands broken aeres valueperaare.|  of lands, population, | person on

| to white men during the pasturage (listimated.) | (Tstimatod.) Indian and division

| ' yeoor lands used. sslimated. A e adopted, or allotment.
ONONIIEA vt virirensererireriinn arretisissnirenstasersiasesse sressnressne sorsunstssstestasssorss 1o rarssrancsssssnssroses|sesses yrasnasin §170,800,00 404 12,35
Tonwwandu ... 150,994 ,60 561 18.46
ANlegany .o, N 457,085,00 }
0il Spring 9,600,00 897 84.08
Cattarangus 542,000,00 1,598 13.57
Tusearora e 187,470,00 483 12,04
Snint Regis....couuinn, 242,800,00 1,170 12.51

Total in New York....con Vrseresaisensessa e sinres 1 3,808 373 3,176 1,810,609,60 05,208 i

a 96 white people unlawfully on the Allegany reservation but enumerated in the general censns,
b Includes white and colored persons by marriage and adoption, who moy or may not have realty righls on allotent under Indian law,

The property valuation of the Indians of the reservations of the Six Nations in New York is $1,284,998, as
Tollows (property valuation includes everything which an Indian owns and can gell to another Indian):

PROPERTY VALUATION.
Onondaga.......o...
Tonawanda e . .
Allegany.covuinen ITTTIRON G e S P S
Cattaraungus.....ooveeininnnn, e

207,514
416,419
214,909

e

105,492

e rveenes 1,284, 008

The property valuation of the Cornplanter reservation in Warren county, Pennsylvania, is $24,495.

PROFPERTY CLASSIFICATION,

The disparity in acquisition as between society grades is not very different from that in any community of
ordinary white people. The large acquisitions arve few, and generally are the result of good management and
reasonable industry. Inherited estates have been divided and septtered through improvidence, ag among the white
people. The Tndian in New York, as elsewhere, has fewer wants than his white neighbor, and is frequently more
indolent or indifferent in the effort to acquire morethan his actual necessities require.

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION AND INDIVIDUAL WEAITIL

e — =
: 05
Valu- | §5,000 | $4000 | §3000 | £2000 | 2000 | $L500 | $1,000 | $1,000 | gs00 | gm0 | | el B
tion of and and and and and and and and and and Jess Under
ISRV ATIONS, than | less | less ors
RESERY #10,000 {less than [less than | less than |less than | less than |[less than less than [less thanjless than less than 8300 than | than $25,
or over, | $10,000, | $5,000, $4,000. | $3,000. | #2,500. $2,000. | $2,000. | $1,500, $L,000, so0, * 1 ga00, | 100
Total [ 28 13 80 0 181
Onondnga....... 1 5 1 8 19
Tonawanda . 1 2 3 9 20
ANOEany v reseenae 3 3 17 63
Catlaraugus 1 8 8 14 21
Tusenrorn . 3 10 3 12 22 e
BINE ROEIB.ceveiverrerroorsroreenmeressesainnnssenvorenslisneerveararaddsesarsnnsnsans|erarens ereees 1 1 9 37 63 31

The total value of houses on the reservations of the Six Nations in New York is $226,067, and of houschold
cffects $63,916.
VALUE OIF HOUSES AND HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS.

RESERVATIONS. Houses, Tousehold
clleets.

1001 1) OO, - $226,067 863,016
Onondaga ’ 20,390 4,882
Tonawandn, i 25,284 12,670
Allegany ... 43,736 | 9,178
Cattarangus .. ; 79,625 | 22,970
THISCATOrS e 20,6560 7,005
Saint Regis.... ! 27,673 G,901
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The value of houses on the Cornplanter Seneca reservation is $2,200, and of houschold effects $1,195.

The Indian population of the Six Nations reservations in New York is 5,133 (2,696 males and 2,437 females).
Heads of families, or total families, 1,218, The voters (if they were citizens under the laws of New York, viz,
males over 21 years of age) number 1,381, Children under 1 year of age, 163.

The number of houses, {frame, log, or plank, on the Six Nations reservations owned by Indians is 1,206.

The house accommodation per person is given under each reservation. The value of the houses is given undexr
the head of “ Property valnation”. The houses on the Saint Regis reservation are probably the most inferior of
all the reservations, but as an illustration of the value of Indian houses, the number and value of those on the Saint
Regis reservation are given in full, as follows :

NUMEER AND VALUE OF TOUSES ON THE SAINT REGIS RESERVATION.
B500-and less than $1,000 ... ceviiieisivens
$300 and less than $500 ... viiinnnnn.

13

66

97

33

Total........ rerere e e Crreiaee et b e ey O P PPN 216

All Indiang on the Six Nations rescrvations wear citizens’ clothes.
STATISTICS OF RESERVATI
R _ e e \ T T B e e
DWELLINGS. Averngo
I RS i © | number
e Totnl | Indinns,| Tndions, | Hoads  Childreny Males of
RESERVATIONS, Tndinns, | (Males.) | (Females,) ] of under | shove 21| mypy persons
families.| 1 year, | yoeurs, number Fran Plante to each
owned by franie, T.og. anlz, house (),
Indians.,
Total .. -] B33 2,600 1,218 63 | 188L | w1200 | 1,072 182 2

Onondagn RS 258 238 117 27 139 105 77 26 2 4.7
Tonnwandn 651 206 265 147 22 156 149 6149 3.8
Allegany ... BRO | 461 414 250 29 204 242 242 3.7
Uattaraugus 1,{iR2 850 792 377 56 439 380 303 4.2
Tusenror ... 459 246 213 110 13 146 114 85 4.0
HBouint Regis., v 1,187 (115} B72 212 16 247 216 [£21 1 T OO RN 5.4

a There are honse accommodations provided for the number of persons given for eanch reservation.
b 89 Indian houses are ocenpied by Indian renters; the remainder by the owners. The stutistios of the Cornplanter reservation, Warren county,

Penusylvania, nve: Total number of Tndinns, 985 males, 57; females, 41; married, 61; single, 87; children under 1 year of age, 4; males above 21 years of age, 183
tokad number of houses, 27 5 frane, 18; log, 9; heads of fumilies, 84,

¢ Friune and log.

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.

The following table gives the total agricultural products and values of the Six Nations for the year 1890. The
total acreage cultivated, including hay lands, is 20,404 ; the value of products, $97,887.60. Many of the farmers
and farm laborers of the Six Nations hire out during the farming season to their white neighbors, receiving cash
for their labor, This, with the products of their small farms, furnishes them a livelihood.

The leading articles of production were: Bushels of wheat raised, 12,366 ; value, $10,053.60. Bushels of oais
raised, 27,774 ; value, $11,588. Bushels of corn raised, 42,789; value, $17,252. Tons of hay cut, 3,427 value,

$27,000. Bushels of potatoes raised, 21,819 ; value, $17,341. The total value of agricultural products raised by

the Six Nations in New York and the Cornplanter Senceas in Pennsylvania for the year 1890 was $97 ,887.60.
AGRICULTURAL. STATISTICS.

WIIEAT, 0ATS, CORN, BARLEY AND RYE. BUCKWHEAT, SWEET CORN, ¥OI
Total value] CANNING.
RESERVATIONS, st market I S
rakes, ’ | |
Bushels.! Value, | Bushela.| Value. Bushels,;, Value. | Bushels,!| Value, | Bushels.| Value., | Bushels.| Value.
e — S U | Y A | IS N, .
GCT:1) RR————— 12,300 | $10,053.00 | 27,774 | $11,688 || 42,730 | @722 | 1,8M $L.102 || 7,010 | 95188 | 1,145 505
Onondagn 4,714.60 345 258,60 848 254 1,855 742 [ovrvsrerercedsesernisesnosssnnd
Tonawanda 8,713,00 4,235 8,812.00 2,662 1,025 2,880 1,300 666
Allegany ... 16,177,00 830 247,00 | 2,679 1,072 7,120 3,204 40
Cattaraugus 42,904,00 | 8,525 | 2,700.00 || 8,466 3,386 | 22,604 9,050 100
Tusearori... 14,337,00 3,007 2,256.00 3,853 1,540 2,025 1,050 1,165
Suint Regis. 8,411,00 781 607.00 | 9,040 4,224 5,306 1,758
Cornplanter Seneca,....| 2,631,00 193 173,00 217 87 340 138 -
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AGPICULTURAL bTA"L‘ISTICS—Contumed

g HAY, POTATOLS, TURNIPS, PIASE, FOR CANNING. BEANS, BIRTE,
RESERVATIONS. - S SRS SO SRR P S,
Tons, Value, Bushels, | Value, Bushels, | Value, Bushels, Value, Bushels, Value, Bushels, | Value,
Total ... 3,427 627 50() 21,319 17, 911 049 1 2,020 #1,175 | 1,708.06 240 130
OnonAngi v e 256 2 250 1,169 1, 053 19 J 10 20 20 3.5 T Heererecorionen
Tonawandf .., 89 b 1 | U PO s ‘. esmrmsenstliens e i 504.0 134 s vvevimnandn
Allegany ..o, 349 2,792 4,446 3,550_ R RS PPITUTPP | FOTUTORIN MR 290,0 [ E 1 0 ISP I
Cattaraugus... 1,536 12,368 14,396 11,558 | 14u 30 1,785 593 | 757.0 1,511 140
TUSCATOTH, . 866 7,000 1,148 1,095 | 490 215 % 25 | 230 408 100
Saint RegiSme e 210 L [ O O IO UOUO PO (4 crreaserers 100 237 ‘ 40.0 OO [lovearasseseovemsn]iens
Cornplanter Seneew.,.., 121 908 165 ‘ 149 ( . ! ..,i.
| | \

|
BLACKBERRIES,

CABBAGE, APPLES, STRAWBERRIES, TOMATORS,
WILD,
RESERVATIONS, . S e e e
| |
Ileuds.{ Value, Bnrruls.t Value, |[Quarts.) Value. | Bushels.| Valug, | Bushols.| Value, Bushels.

. A

Total vpvvererennnnn 1,250 | $140 15 \ $45 300 $30 1,500 31‘ 250 180 $195 125
Onondnga...... [PRR i 20 v RN §
Tonawandn ...l S S Y | N
Allegany ... ool 1,500 1,250 ph
Cattaraugus., vresme s 6 S RN
Tusearora .

Saint RegiSieeeeo,
Cornplanter 8 ‘%uwcu...“'. SRIERUIREE

TR PPPPPTYRITTS | T

500 ‘ 50 15 45 faiire
1

100

BEMALT VEGETADLLS,
ONIONS, HTC,

Value, |Number. Value.

e Jenessnarenn,

flrererreer irersijarisiiitnniinn

$145 M $170

20

125

It is estimated that 4,132 eords of wood were cut on the gix reservations during the year ended June SO 1890,

mostly for home use.

The Six Nations own live stock valued at $126,860, viz: 967 horses, value $71,710;

4 mules,

value $260; 1,222

swine, value $8,219; 9,336 domestic fowls, value $2,255; 1,968 cattle of all grades, value &544,1» , and 28 shee,p,

value $2506.
LIVE STOCIL.

HORSES, MULJS, SWINE, DOMESTIC FOWES. | CATTLE, ALT. GRADHES, BHERD,
RESERVATIONS, Total, |——-————— e 1' - B e
Number.| Value, [Number,| Value, |Number.) Value. |Number.] Value. [Number.| Value. |Number,i Valne,
Total ..t wes|  $126,860 967 $71,710 4 $200 1,222 88 219 9,336 $2,055 1, EN:S ( $44,130
ONONARERwreerrorsesinee 3,218 55 405 [lreveeersrseensaoeniniriersessnes 50 433 | 200 106 ,,zm
Tonawanda woooen. 11,352 113 7,845 2 140 2466 1,060 667 132 2,640
ALCEANY 1evvrrrieineaene 17,074 104 T250  [loverrecinrrnsoserrarererenisns 184 1,288 1,530 403 8,060
Cattarangus ...... 44,616 308 23,000 2 150 355 3,850 4,907 682 l 17,500 BO
TUSCAYOLA wierrrrrenpnnnnes 16,125 121 9,680 220 1,760 1,743 485 173 ] 4,250 {ivremnrveendioveniieimeens
Soint Regis o v 34,476 206 23,040 138 828 920 232 472 | G,440 36
Cornplanter Seneen..| 1,260 4 360 21 200 ” 204 2 | U RO SO

The total value of agricultﬁml implements owned by the Six Nations is $58,702.50.

is as follows:
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS,
Onondaga... v
TLOTIWATIAR . 1 1vvntunrosrnrunsrrmstarrerssiontnrsessrererneesststssnsnimsesent meriontresssstsnsmrnnsysressnsise
Cattaraugus.......

L ULBCETOT ¢ v a s voeneenes thuenentsaeuenssensntaesssensisnssnsnisnnsrassssstsresssnsenssneserasansssnsssesanssny

D A O O

easen

The value of agricultural implements at the Cornplanter reservation is $4t,493.
other vehicles in ordinary use as well as agricultural implements proper.

The value by reservations

4 '
4

6

v ere s $2,679.00

091,00

691,00
. 97,751.50
455,00

e 12,135.00

B3 O g OO PSR s 12 1 1()4«.5()

This includes wagons and
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UNION SOLDIER AND SAILOR ELEMENT.

The following statement shows the soldier and sailor element in the United States army in the war of the
rebellion ; also, widows of soldiers or sailors, the data of which were obtained with much difficulty.
On the 23d of July, 1879, an effort was made on the part of ex-soldiers belonging to the Sencca nation to

ascertain the names of those who served in the late war, with the result first given below, but without obtaining
the dates of enlistment or discharge.

In 1890 the special agent of the census reported that the loss of papers, absence of papers with pension agents,
lapse of time since the war, with absolute igunorance for years that any henefits would flow from service, rendered
aceurate data almost 1mpobs1ble of attainment in many cases, except where some had passed examination for Grand
Army posts. Many enlisted under fictitions names. Some failed to pass final examination, but joined recruiting
depots for a short time.

The soldiers’ widows are also noted by name. The enumeration of 1890 shows that the Onondagas furnished
16 soldiers, the Tonawanda Senecas 13 soldiers and 1 marine, the Allegany Seneeas 11 soldiers and 1 sailor, the
Cattaraugus Senecas 87 soldiers (in 1879 the total was given as 67), the Tuscaroras 10 soldiers, and the Saint Regis
238 goldiers, making a grand total of 162 soldiers and sailors. '

ONONDAGAS:

Chatles Tyon, Company F, Sccond New York Heavy Artillery. Deter Elm, Company ¥, Second New York Heavy Axtillery. Josinl
Joeoly, Company T, Second New York Feavy Artillery. Jacoh Seanmandoah, Company I, Second New Vork Heavy Axtillery
(musgician), Hewett Jacoh, Company DI, One Hundred and Thirty-second New York Infantry. Samuel G. Isancs, Company D, One
Trundred and Thiriy-second New York Infantry. Henry Powlis, Company I, One Hundred and Fourth New York Infantry, enlisted
TFebruary, 1862; discharged July, 1864 (o pensioner). Wilson Jacob, Company M, First New York Cavalry, enlisted October 16,
1863; discharged July 20, 18656. Joseph Green, Company K, Eighty-seventh New Y()l].x Infantry. Thomas John, Tighty-sixth New
York Tufintry; served three months from Ma.rch, 1863, Mavtin Powlis enlisted under name of Willinm Martin in the Eighty-sixth
New York Infantry; lelt after two months, Peter Johnson, Company F, Fourteenth Wisconsin (a pensioner). Alexander Sullivan,
Company E, Tenth New York Infimtry (a pensioner). William Marbin, Seventieth New York Infantry.

Yoldiers’ widows—NMary White, widow of Eli Farmer, who enlisted March 6, 1864; discharged November 6, 1864, TEliza Fish, widow of
Moses Joxdon.

TONAWANDA SENECAS:

Chauncey Long (Lang) enlisted in the Twenty-third United States Colored Infantry, Company B, May 18, 1864; discharged October !,
1865, Willinm Bighire enlisted in the Twenty-third United States Colored Infantry, Company B, July 8, 1864; discharged Novembor
30, 1865, David Moses and Clinton Moses enlisted in the Second New York Heavy Avtillery August 1, 1864; discharged October G,
1864, TErastus Printup enlisted in the Second New York Heavy Artillery March 6, 18062; discharged .Tune 12, 1862. John Peters
enlisted in the One Hundred and Thirty-second New York Infantry May 25, 1862; discharged May 25, 1865, I’eter Snyder enlisted
in the One Fundred and Fifty-first New York Infantry August 25, 1862; discharged June 26, 1865, William Mason, Company D),
One Hundred and Thirty-second New York Infantry. Thomas Sky, Compimy A, One Hundred and Twenty-eighth New York
Infubry, John Black, Company A, Second Now York Heavy Artillery, Marshall Printup, Company T, Second New York Heavy

Avtillery. Cliarles Bigfire, Company B, Second Massachusetts Infantry. Charles Seroggs, William Smith, George Sky, and George
Snow, all withont data.

Soldiers’ widows—DMaria Jones, widow of Willinm Jones (marine).
ALLEGARY SENECAS:

Tbhenezer Worth, in Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry. Robert Nehew served in Company I, One Hundred and Fourth New York Infantry,
under the name of Robert Blacksnake. Amos Suow served on the gunboat Neosha, Captain Samuel Howard, as Inndsman; enlisted
at Dulfalo February, 1862, Thomas Seroggs served in the New York Heavy Artillery, Company C. Wooster King served in
Company K, Fifty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry. John Jonathan served in the One Tundred and Forty-first Pennsylvanin
Infantry; alse Abel Jacob. Alfred FHalftown served in the Fifty-fourth New York Heavy Artillery. Dennis Titus served in
Company B, Thirteenth New York Henvy Avtillery, HMenry Huff, jr., served in the One Hundred and Second New York Infantry.

Soldiery’ widows—Rebecen Blackehief, widow of Samuel Blackehief. Hannah Jones, widow of Belah Jones, One Hundred and Fourth
New York Infantry.

CATTARAUGUS SENECAS 3

Thirteenth New York Infantry—James Cornplanter, Lewis John, Amos Sundown, Jesse Turkey, William Bluesky, Stephen Gordon, and
Stophen Jimerson, Company X; Joseph Warrior, Asher Young, John Jimerson, and George Crow, Company D.

Thirty-fist New York Infantry—George Armstrong, Company B.

TFifty-first New York Infantry—Martin Davis, Company .

Sixty-first New York Infantry—Jolm Jonathan, Company F.

One Fundred and Fourth New York Infantry—Robert Blacksnake, Beeley Jones, James Halftown, Bennett Gordon, Lyman Pierce,
James Snow, James Bigfire, and Ienry Forest, Company N.

One Hundred and Thirty-first New York Infantry—Henry Sundown, Bemmnm Jonas, George Wilson, James Halfwhite, George Snow, and
Charles Moore; Jacob Warner and George Jimemon, Company D; Foster Hudson, Company K.

Ninth New York Cavalry—Joseph Halfwhite, Charles Snow, and Cyrus ‘Warrior, Company C.

Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry—George White, jr., and Ira Pierce, Company K; Solon Snow and James Davis, Companies K and M,
Joseph Gordon, Horation Jimerson, and Horace Jackson, Company D; John Williams, Samuel Warrior, and Horace Halfwhite,
Companies D and M; Lyman Pierce and Ebenezer Thompson, Company M; John Taylor, Company I

Second New York Mounted Rifles—>Moses Turkey, Company A,

Thirteenth New York Heavy Artillery—Youug King and Jesse Kenjockerty, Company B.
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CALTARAUGUS SuNEcAs—Continued.

Fourteenth New York Heavy Artillery—Oliver Silverheels, Company C; Jacolb Ialftown, Johm Jackson, Lewis Moses, and Sprague Moses;
Company D; Lewis Jones, Rawley Jimerson, and James Abram, Companies C and D,

Fifth New ITampshire Tnfantry—Allen Turkey, Company .,

Twenty~Third Massachusetts Infantry—Cyrus Johnnyjohn, Chicken Bigfire, William Bigfire, and Charles Bigfire, Company B.

Twenty-ninth Comnecticnt Infantry—Phillip Fatty, Company I*

Tighty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry—Samuel Logan, Besken Dowdy, and Corneling Fatty, Company A.

The enumeration of the Cattaraugus Senecas drew out the following additional data :

William Butler, half-blood, enlisted in Seventy-eighth New York Infantry, Company D, 1861; discharged 1865, Willinm Bluesky, Stephen
Gordon, Jesse Turkey, and Lewis John, Cayugas, enlisted in the Thirteenth New York Infantry December 23, 1863, all in Company K,
and were discharged July 20, 1865,  Jacob Halftown, John Jackson, sr., and Oliver Silverhecls enlisted in the Fourteenth New York Heavy
Artillery, Company D, January 5, 1864. Horace Jackson and George White, jr., enlisted in the Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry, Company D,
January 12, 1864, and were discharged August 5, 1865, Cyrus Johnnyjohn enlisted in the Thirteenth New York Infantry January 5, 1864,
Company B, and was discharged August 21, 1865, . Jesse Kenjockerty and John King served in Company B, Thirteenth New York Heavy
Artillery. George Snow, James Halfwhite, George Wilson, and Henry Sundown enlisted in the One Hundred and Thirty-second New York
Infantry May 24, 1862, Company D, and were discharged May 25, 1865, Noah Tiwoguns enlisted in the Sixby-fourth New York Iunfantry,
Company D. Martin Davis, Cayuga, enlisted in the Fifty-fivst New York Infantry, Company L,

Soldiers’ widows—~Catherine Jimerson, widow of Jaceb T. Jimerson, Company C, Thivteenth New York IHeavy Artillery. Elizabeth 8, F,
Jacobs, widow of Halltown Jacobs.

. -

TUSCARORAS:
Edward Spencer (Anderson), Company A, Thirty-fifth New Jersey Infantry, enlisted Mareh 10, 1865; discharged May 26, 1865, John
Bembleton, Company M, Twelfth New York Cavalry, enlisted Decomber 20, 1863; dischavged July 3, 1865, Jeremiah Peter,
Company D, One Hundred and Thirty-sccond New York Infantry, enlisted October 28, 1863; discharged July 3, 1865.  Ozias Chew,
Company M, Twelfth New York Cavalry, enlisted June 26, 1862; discharged June 25, 1865. Comelins C. Cusick, Comypuny 1), One
Hundred and Thirty-second New York Infantry, now captain Eleventh United States Infantry.

Soldiers’ widows—Charlotte Mountpleasant, widow of Clinfon Mountpleasant, who served in the Thirty-fitsb New Jersey Volunteors,
Colored Brigade. Sarah Ann Thompson, widow of Nicodemus Thompson, Company M, Twellth New York Cavalry., Elizabeth Johnson,
widow of Elijah Johnson, Battery K, First New York Artillery, who enlisted April 18, 1864, and was discharged November 10, 1865,
Eliza Gireen, widow of Charles Green, of Company K, One Hundred and Twenticth New York Infantry, Sarah Bembleton, widow
of Daniel Bembleton, Company M, T'welfth New York Cavalry,

SAINT RIs: '

Joln Bonaparte and Jacob Williams, Ninety-cighth New York Infantry, eniisted December 25, 1861; discharged July 26, 1862, John
Bonaparte also in Company C, One Iundved and Thirty-fourth New York Infantry, from April 80, 1864, to April 20, 1865, John
Tarhell, Fifty-sixth Massachusebts, enlisted January 7, 1864; dischorged July 17, 1865, John Hoops, Company I, FPifty-sixth New
York Infantry, enlisted February, 1864; discharged July 20, 1865, Mitehell Benedict, Company X, New Hwupshire Infantry,
enlisted December 19, 1863; discharged July 17, 1865. Jacob Pelo, John Billings, Peter Cook, and Peter Gray, Company A, Ninety-
cighth New York Infantry. Joseph Bero, Company I, enlisted October, 1861; discharged July 25, 1862, John Tarlell and John
‘White, Company F, TFifty-sixth Magsachusebls Infantry, enlisted January 7, 1864; discharged July 17 and 20, respectively, 1866
(Tarbell in Andersonville prison).  Jacob Arguette, Company E, New York Infantry, enlisted Jannary 1, 1862; discharged July 25,
1865,  Abramn Herring (Heron), Company C, Ninth New York Infantry. Irank Papineau.  Peter Chubbs served six days and left.

Soldiers’ widows—Mary Gorrow (Gareaw), widow of Joseph Gorrow, Margaret Gorrow (Garveaw), widow of Jolm Gorrow, Ilattie C.
Torrance (Terans), widow of Frank Currier, Ninety-sccond New York (pensioner), Sarah Dovid, widow of Loran Dovid, Mary
Phillips (absent), widow of John Phillips, who enlisted January 7 and was discharged June 12, 1865, as claimed, but regiment
forgotten.  Idw Stump, widow of William Btump, Company C, Pifteenth Connecticut; has pension claim; enlistment Januavy 1,
1862; discharged July 5, 1862.

The following were the Six Nations survivors of the United States army of the war of 181214 on June 1, 1800 :

Johm Adams, Onondaga reservation; age 96. John Joe (Little Joc), Cattaraugns; age uncertain, Henvy Thillips, Cattaraugus; nge 88,

Daniel Twoguns, recently decensed; age 92,  DPeter Johwson, John Jones, Jack Kenjockerty, and John Jones, very old men, recently decensed,
ave reported by their surviving families to have served in the snme war upon the American side.
4



THE SIX NATIONS OF NEW YORK.

BY NENRY . CARRINGTON.

PART I.
HISTORICAL OUTILINE.

The retirement of the Indian westward within the United States has been qualified by two historieal factors,
The first grew out of the unlimited and conflicting sweep of British land grants, which involved subsequent contlicls
of jurisdiction and corresponding compromises.” The socond was inecidental to the passage of the ordinance of
July 13, 1787, which organized the northwest territory. The first, espeeially in the adjustment of the claims of
Massachusetts and New York to the same lands, dealt with Indian titles and rights which neither party conld
wholly ignore. The white men had overlapped and practicatly surrounded certain internal nations. The United
States followed the British precedent, recognizing the independent sovereignty of the Five Nations («) in New York,
and the rival states of Massachusetts and New York made their adjustmoents upon the same general basis,

TUnlike their less fortunate countrymen in the southern states, the Five Nations inherited titles, which they fully
maintained in spite of French invasion, compelling Great Britain to honor those titles in her settlement of issues
with France, The French claim of discovery was not supplemented by one of conguest. The Troguois confederacy
successfully defended its ancestral homes against both Indian and eivilized invaders, even before Plymouth and
Yorktown were colonized or Hollanders occupied Manhattan island. At the establishment of the American republie
the Five Nations were still too strong to be ruthlessly forced out of their surroundings, and the sentiment of the
American people, supported by President Washington, completely suppressed any demonstration in that direction,
The campaign of General Sullivan was based upon hostile invasion Ly the Indians, and its settlement was troated
ag the end of a necessary war with contiguous states.

The ordinance of July 18, 1787, dealt with the Indian upon the border, whose hunting range had no limit,
and whose home jurisdiction had no distinctive definition,

The digtinction between the early status of the New York tribes and that of the western tribes is an important
one in applying the facts obtained for the Eleventh Census of the United States to the solution of the problem
in future dealings with the Six Nations.

The Indians of New York, early recogunized as an independent body politie, too strong to be despised and to be
conciliated ag allies againgt other enemies, have been comparatively undisturbed by modern progress, but which must
inevitably resolve all purely tribal relations into common citizenship. The pressure from without hasg, in the main,
been that of example and ideas rather than that of force. The reduction of their landed possessions and the
modification of their governmental forms and gsocial usages have been matters of negotiation, treaty, and friendly
adjustment. The grant by King James I of England to the Plymouth colony, afterward known as Massachuselis,
from the Indian tribe of that name, and the grant of Charles IT to the Duke of York covered in part the same
lands, involving questions similar to those which attended Virginia land grants and all others which extended
westward to the Pacific ocean at a time when the geographical status of lands ¢ westward ’ had no cloar description.

A brief reference to the substantial settlement of this and other matters affecting the New York tribes is all
that is needed in this connection. The numerous national treaties and acts of Congress and other treaties betweon
the state of New York and the Six Nations, which are matters of publie reecord, have been compiled and published
by the state of New York in a volume entitled “ Report of special committee appointed by the assembly of 1888
to investigate the Indian problem of the state”, The documents oceupy 320 pages, octavo size,  Additional printed
matter of 804 pages embodies the testimony taken by a special commission in prosecuting their inquiries, and an
appendix to the volume cites statutes and treaties which have historic relation to the subject-matber.

The state of New York has not been indifferent to the welfare of the Indian nor reluctant fo encourage by
legislative sanction his efforts to initiate civilized forms of government and modern methods of internal economy in
his administration of home affairs, as was shown in the case of the Allegany and Cattarangus Senccas. 3 of the
statutes cited in the volume referred to relate particularly to the Oneidas, 9 to the Tuscaroras, 10 to the 8hinnecocks

a'The Five Nations, or League of the Troguois, beeame the Six Natious after 17156 hy the admission of the Tuscarorn Indians from North Carolina into the
Iroquois confederacy.
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(“1’,' T.ong Twland, 13 to the Saint Regis (successors of the Mohawks), 21 to the Onondagas, 14 to the Tonawanda
;.,..]F(,(:gzl_ﬂ, and 37 to the Seneca nation, as incorporated by statute, which embraces the Indians of the Allegany
aud ( attaraugus reservations proper.

| Theso acts, eleemosynary, educational, and general, touch nearly every phase of state supervision and support
}vhiuh does not conflict with the quasi independence of the tribes under original treaties and supplemental agrecments
in havmony thervewith, Their respective bearings upon the census enumeration, as well as the entire testimony
Irocured by the state under its special commission, had eareful examination and analysis before the enumeration
i vgan, in order to so collect and classify the data that general and state governments might find a remedy for existing
evils and save the Indian from any legalized wrong, as well as from the ruinous effects of barbarous rites and
eustoms, which have not heen eliminated by a century of contact with the white race. The tendency of attempted
Jegislation and very pronounced utterances from respectable sources have been in the direction of an abrogation of
all oxisting treaties, with or without the consent of the Indians, All such propositions will be confronted by a
national judicial negative, and no impatience with slow Indian development can excuse the impairment of hise
substantinl titles and vights or the imposition of terms of conquest. There must be a middle course, just to all.
Neither the encroaching white man nor the conservative pagan can resist the wise and safe conclusion that the
Indian must come within the pale of civilization and yet lose nothing of intrinsic value to himself or his fumily.

ANTECEDENTS OF THE SIX NATIONS.

It is impossible to justly apply the tests of to-day without deference to the antecedents of this people and
that course of history which has perpetuated their independence while nearly all their contemporary tribes have
diminished or disappeared. The advent of the white man in the colonization of the Atlantic coast was at o time
when the Troquois confederncy of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca nations had practically
mastored the Algonquin tribes, which in Canada, New England, the middle colonies, and the west had long girdled
tho Now York tribes as a belt of fire. Unlike the Algonquins, whose tribes had nothing to bind them together but
certain similar peculiarities of dialect and jealousy of the Five Nations, the Iroquois (the Mohawks, Oneidas,
Onondagas, Cayugas, and Seneeas) had a constitutional bond of union, described by Lossing as a ¢ barbaric republic,
thao Troaquois confederacy, existing in the wilderness, simple, pure, and powerful, with its capital 100 miles from. the
seqy, and unknown until Cartier sailed up the Saint Lawrence, until Champlain penetrated its forests, and ITudson
discovered the beautiful river that bears hig name .

The traditions of the formation of this leagne are very old, systematic, and carefully preserved. The league
wand anlled o-ni-ghi-o-ni, the ¢ cabin builders ” or the ¢ long house ”, of which the Mohawks held the eastern and the
Sonceas the western door, with the great council fire or federal capital among the Onondagas. The words attributed
o Iliaywatha, ¢ the very wise man”, mingled with much romantic story, are so descriptive of the family peculiarities
of the different nations that they are worthy of notice in the briefest of the two forms preserved among the people.
The scene of the conference was on the hill slope north of Onondaga lake, in the state of New York.

THE WORDS OI' IITAWATIA,

IWe have met, membews of many nations, many of you & great distance from your homes, to provide for our common safety. To oppose
these foes from the north by tribes, and alone, would prove our destruction, We must unite as a common band of brothers, and we shall he safe,

You Mohawks, sitfing under the shadow of the great trees, whose roots sink deep into the earth, and whose branches spread over a vast
vouniry, shall bo the fist nation, because you are warlike and mighty.

You Oneidas, a people who reeline your bodies againgt the everlasting stone that can not be moved, shall be the second nation, because you
give good connsel.

You Onondagas, who have your habitation at the great mountain and arve overshadowed by ils crags, shall be the third nation, hecanse
yau ave greatly gifted in speech and are mighty in war.

And you Cayugas, whose habitation is in the dark forest and whose home is everywhere, shall be the fourth nation, because of your
superior cunning in hunting,

And you Seneeas, a people who live in the open country and possess much wisdom, shall be the fifth nation, because yon understand the
art ol raising corn and beans and making cabins.

You five great and powerful nations must unite and have but one common interest, and no foe shall be able to subdue us.
s Cipeat Spirit ?? will smile upon us.  Brothers, these are the words of Hiawatha, Let them sink deep into your hearts.

Tn 1630, at the site of the future city of Montreal, Cartier made a vocabulary of Indian words, showing that
the Iroguois langunage was then spoken by the Hurons, who were conquered or absorbed by the Iroquois. The
confederacy is held to have had its origin about this time. This league, purely aristocratic in spirit, but republican
and ropresentative in form, was not political, but chiefly for mutual defense. The carefully preserved wampums of
those early times will receive netice in another comnection. ¢ Xach nation was distinet and independent as to
(lermestic affairs ', writes Losging, “but bound to the others by ties of honor and the general good . Each had its
principal sachems or civil magistrates with subordinate officers, in all 200, besides 50 with hereditary rights,
"Phese were assigned as follows: To the Mohawks, 9; to the Oneidas, 10; to the Onondagas, 14 ; to the Cayugas, 10,
and to the Senccas, 8. Hach nation had subdivisions of tribes or clans, such as 'Wolf, Bear, Turtle, Snipe, Beaver,

If weunite, the
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Deer, Hawk, and Heron, 8 in all. The insignia or totem (mark) of each was subsequently placed upon treaties after

the European style. These tribes or clang formed one of the closest bonds of union among the confoderated nations. .

T effect, cach tribe was divided into 5 parts, and 1 part was located in each nation. The Mohawk Wolf regarded
the Seneca Wolf as his brother. Thus if the nations fell into colligion it would have turned Bear against Bear,
Wolf against Wolf, brother against brother. *The history of the HMo-de-no-sau-nee”, says Morgan, “ exhibity
the wisdom of these organic provisions, for during the whole history of the league they never fell into anarchy nor
verged upon dissolution from internal disorders. The whole race was woven into one great family of related
hougeholds ”. The 8§ tribes were, however, in 2 divisions of 4 each, the Wolf, Bear, Beaver, and Tuarile forming
one division, and the Deer, Suipe, Heron, and IHawk forming the other. Marringe between members of the same
division was nearly as rigidly forbidden as between members of the same tribe.

Other tribes are claimed to have existed besides the 8 principal ones, which are found in many other Indian
nations; that of the Lel survives among the Onondagas. The names of birds are confused, according to locality,
the “tip-up’? (Allegany) evidently being the same as the snipe, and chicken hawk and mud turtle being only a
familiar substitute for hawk and turtle. The enumeration follows the Indian’s own dictation as a general rule.

It was the sound theory of their wise men that purity of blood counld alone perpetuate the empire which their
fathers had founded. The initiation of a system of phymcle decay hag been as great a curse to the red men of
America as five water itself,

The league had a president with 6 advisers, and authority to convene representatives of all tribes in cases
requiring concert of action. Merit was made the basis and sole reward of office. Oh-to-da-ha, an aged Onondagan,
was the firgt president of the league. The mat upon which he gat is still preserved with care, and the buckskin
threads npon which the shell and stone beads were strung are still sound, presenting one of the most beantiful relics
of the history of the confederacy.

In the military department chiefs wero elected for speeial causes, nor did they hesitate in extreme cases to
depose the civil sachem to give greater force to battle action. The military service was not conseriptive, but
voluntary, although every man was subject to military duty, and to shirk it brought disgrace.

Most extraordinary of all, the matrons sat in council with a substantial veto as to peace or war.,  With these
barbarians ¥, says the historian of New York, “woman was man’s coworker in legislation, a thing yet unknown
among civilized people”, Doctor Colden, in his history of the Five Nations, sagely suggests that ¢ here we may with
more certainty see the orviginal forms of government than in the most curious speculations of the learned . Such

wag their regard for the rights of man that they would not enslave ¢ apmvw- neither did they allow intermarriages
among families of the same clan. This has been the prevailing law up to the present time.

At the advent of the Europeans the Iroquois were rapidly spreading their organized power from the lakes to
the gulf, and were the dread of other nations both east and west, The Senecas framed cabins, tilled the soil,
manufactured stone implements and pottery, made clothing, and showed much skill in military works of defenso.
“When Governor Shirley, of Massachusetts, 100 years later, proposed a campaign ngainst the French he obtained
pledges of support from the confederacy, but the British government withheld the promised aid, In 1778 General
. Lafayette accompanied General Schuyler to a conference with the Six Nations, but while the Oneidas and Tusearoras
remained neutral, the other nations were waiting for the opportunity to avenge their losses in the hattle of Oriskany,
The subsequent fate of Wyoming and Cherry Valley ended all negotiations, and the cunpaign of General Sullivan
punished the invaders.

Asg the rival Kuropean nations, in founding New ance, New Amsterdam, New Holland, and New Spain, had
g0 maintained their murderous rivalry in the new world that the Indians could form no idea of *one religion’’
governing all white men, the red men, in allinnce with the British, who had resisted the Irench, felt it thoir right to
compensate for their sacrifices by revenge upon the Americans, the cnemies of their friends.

In looking back to the landing of the early colonists, the impression prevails that all the Indians of that date were
equally and purely savago, and yot Jefferies truthfully says, in his work npon the human race, that ¢ the Five Nations,
at the landing of the Pilgrims, constituted a rising power in America, Had not New England been settled by
Furopeans it is most likely that the Iroquois would have exterminated the inferior tribes of red men™.. “To
this Tndian league ”, writes Morgan, ¢ Irance must chiefly aseribe the final overthrow of her magnificent sehemes of
colonization in the northern part of America’”, Parkham says of the Iroquois: ¢ Among all the barbarous nations
of this portion of the continent, these stand most prominent”., In 1839 the Hurons occupied 32 villages, with 700
dwellings, and eagerly adopted civilized methods. Schooleraft mentions Cusick, who not only became a Moravian
minister, but wrote a book in the English language upon the aboriginal tribes of Ameriea. Doctor Crane, in Crania
Americana, says: “These men arc unsurpassed by any people. The brain capacity of the skull, 88 inches, iz only 2
inches less than the Cancasian 7, Such men as Joseph and Jobhn Brandt, of the Mohawks, are rare, and the American
intercourse with every considerable tribe, from. the earliest record up to the yoar 1891, has brought to the front some
capable Indians, whose influence, rightly appreciated, educated, and directed, would hasten their people forward in
the path of civilized progress. Such men as Cornplanter, the friend of Washington, Governor Blacksnake, and Red



22

STATISTICS OF INDIANS.

Jacket are noteworthy examples. Photographs of the influential men from each of the Six Nations and from the
Saint Regis tribe are not nnworthy of companionship with business men among any people.

The briefest outline of the old-time conquests of the Iroquois confederacy challenges as much attention ag the
trinmphs of Cwsar or Alexander. They seized upon firearms as rapidly as they could acquire them, when they
learned their use in the hands of Champlain’s French followers, and with their new weapons fearlessly extended
the range of their trivmphs.  In 1643 they nearly destroyed the Eries, and extended their successes to northern Ohio.
In 1670 they controlled the whols country between Lakes Huron, Trie, and Ontario, and the north bank of the Saint
Lawrence to the mouth of the Otbtawa river near Montreal. About the year 1670 they became the terror of tho
New England tribes who had beon practically subjngated by the English, so that Colden, writing of that period, says:
“T have been told by old men of New Ingland, who remember the Indian wars, that as soon as a Mohawk was
discovered in their country the Indians raised a cry from hill to hill ‘a Mohawk! a Mohawk !’ upon which all fled
like sheep before wolves, without attempting the least vesistance 7. In 1680 the Senccas invaded Illinois, even to
the Mississippi, at the time that La Salle was preparing to descend that viver to the sea. The Cherokees upon the
Tennessee and the Catawbas of South Carolina yielded captives to these omnipresent invaders. Michigan and even
TLake Superior were visited by them. One well-informed Indian historian uses this language: “ No distant solitude,
no ruggod fagtness, wag too obsenre or diffienlt to eseape their visitation; no enterprise was too perilous, no fatigue
too great, for their courage and endurance. The fame of their achievements resounded over the continent”. As
carly as 1607 John Smith met a band of them in canoes upon the upper waters of Chesapeake bay on their way to
the territories of the Powhatan confederacy. For a whole century, reaching the pinnacle of their triumphs at last,
they beeame the controlling interior power, with a cologsal sway over all other Indian tribes, and only when tho
protracted wars with the French demanded their constant attention aund all their resources did they give up the
extension of their growing empire. The Revolutionary war was a trial of their better judgment. The wise protest
of the Oneidas divided the league, and the Tive Nations did not unite with the British, exeept as volunteers. The
Mohawks took refuge in Canada. The Oneidas and Cayugas after the war gradually sold their lands and departed
westward,  Their history is a sad one since the dissolution of the confederacy. Xven the British government
omitted, in its settlement with the United States, to suggest a single paragraph in recognition of their former allies.
The broadest and strongest Indian empire north of the Aztec monarchy, franght with inherent elements of great
endurance and substantial strength, succumbed only before advaneing civilization, leaving monuments of its wisdom
and old-time greatness as suggestive appeals to the generosity, sympathy, and protection of the conquering whites.

THE SAINT REGIS, SUCCESSORS OF THE MOHAWKS: 1890,

Saint Regis river, Saint Regis parish, at the junction of the river with the Saint Lawrence river, Saint Regis
island, directly opposite, and Saint Regis reservation, in New York, alike perpetuate the memory of Jean Frangois
Regis, a French ecclesinstic of good fanily, who consecrated his life from early youth to the welfare of the laboring
classes, Opposed by his aristocratic neighbors and connections, he sought an appointment as missionary to the
Troquois Indiang of Canada. Ilo was unable to leave home, although appointed to the mission, but resumed his
previous labors, andd dicd in 1640 at the age of 43, alter 26 years of faithful service. Ie was eanonized, upon the
joint request of Louis XV of France, Philip V of Spain, and the clergy of France assembled at Paris in 1735, by
Clement XIT in 1737 in recognition of his disinterested labors («).

The French jesuits, as early as 1675, established a mission among the Caughnawagas, 9 miles above Montreal,
and gathered many of the New York Mohawks under their care. The Oswegatchie settlement had also been
established near the present site of Ogdensburg, mainly, according to Abbé Paquet, “to get the Indians away
from the corrupting influences of rum and the train of vices to which they were exposed from their vieinity to
Montreal *,

About the year 1708 an Indian expedition into Now England cost many lives, including those of two young
men, whose parents permitted them to go only on the condition that if they failed to return their places should bo
made good by captives. This pledge was redeemed by a secreb expedition to Groton, Massachusetts, and the capture
of two brothers of the name of Tarbell, who were adopted in the place of the two who fell in the original expedition.
They grew to manhood with strongly developed characters and, respectively, married the daughters of Chiefs
Sa-kon-en-tsi-ask and At-a-wen-ta. Jealousies arose between them and the Caughnawagns, which the missionaries
could not settle, and in 1760 they formed o part of a migrating band in search of a new home and independence.
Tather Anthony Gordon, their attending spiritual adviser, located them at the mouth of the river Ak-wis-sas-ne,
“where the partridge drums” and wheve peculiar echoes, even at the splash of the paddle by night, still perpetuato
the original, suggestive name, although the drumming partridges have almost become extinct. The worthy
ambition of Regis to give his life to the welfare of this people was remembered and his name was adopted for the
new settlement. ILineal descendants of the Tarbells still survive, and are elsewhere noticed. The well-preserved

« ITougl’s Ilistory of Snint Lawrence and Franklin counties, 716 pages, Albany, 1853, enters fully into the settlement and development of thig part of New
Yorlk.
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records of the old parish church and the recollections of the aged grandson of the original Peter Tarbell rescue
many floating traditions from vague and conflicting statements.

The Saint Regis Indians have very little in common with the other nations of the old Iroqueis confederacy.
Only two Oneidas are found among them, and no Onondagas, Cayugas, or Senecas. The Tuscaroras were sfill in
North Carolina when the Mohawks were being gradually drawn into closer relation with the Indians of Canada, and
the growth of christianity among them so rapidly severed all associations with the practices and rites of the ancient
belief of the founders of the league that even its traditions ave little known among their descendants, They had
nearly as intimate associations at one time with the Seven Nations of Canada as with the IFFive Nations of New
York, and they still cherish those associations.



-

PART IT.

RESERVATIONS AND LOCATIONS IN NEW YORK: 1721, 1771, AND 1890.
Ilo-de-no-sau-neo-ga~"* Territory of the people of the long house,

The old map of the provinee of New York, dated 1723, was copied from the original map now in possession of
Mrs. Caroline Mounftpleasant, who writes:

This curious mayp, so quaint in topography, and so generally in harmony with the geographical knowledge of the period of its date, was
found among the old papers of the late John Mountpleasant, my husband, one of the most progressive and distinguished of the chiefs of the

Tugearoras. I ean give no clew to its early history, except that my brother, General Ely 8. Parker, valued it when he assisted Morgan in
the preparation of his history of the Hix Nations in 1831, 40 yenrs ago.

This mayp gives the locations of the Six Nationsin 1728.

THE GOVERNOR TRYON MAP OF 1771

The accompanying map was prepared in 1771 under the direction of William Tryon, captain general
governor in chief of the province of New York, and is as nearly suggestive of the then recognized boundary of the
Six Nuations as any that has had oflicial sanction. In 1851 Lewis H. Morgan, assisted by Ely 8. Parker, a Sencci
chief, and afterward an cfficient stafl’ officer of General Grant, and ex-Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1)1‘(,1)&10(1 8
map for a volume of 475 pages, entitled League of the Iroguois, which aimed to define the villages, trails, and
boundaries of the Five Nations as they existed in 1720.  Indian names were assigned to all lakes, water courses, aand
villages, and the various trails from v111’Lgcs to village as far as the Ne-ah-ga (Niagara) river. TUnfortunately, tha
plates were not stereotyped, and the book itself is arare possession.  Another map, so ancient as to almost crumble
at the touch, represents the territory of Michigan-as visited by the Five Nations, and by a footnote relates the
visit of 80 Ne-car-ri-a-ges, besides moen, woemen, and children, who came from ¢ Mlsallmacknme " May 80, 1823,
dsking to be admitted as a seventh na.blon into the league, just as the Tuscaroras had been adopted as a sixth. .Il
hag some data as to “ carrying places”” which are not upon the Governor Tryon map. The latter has historic valuo
from its deseription of ¢ the country of the Six Nations, with part of the adjacent colonies ”, recognizing at the
time the independent relations which they sustained to Gireat Britain. The vast tract then controlled by the Sencen
Indians is clearly defined, and the changes of 120 years appear more impressive when the boundaries and condition
of the present representatives of the former Six Nations are brought into close relation to the facts of to-day.

AREAS OF TIE SIX NATIONS RESERVATIONS IN NEW YORK AND CORNPLANTER SENECA IN PENNSYLVANIA.

ACRES.

Onondaga..... veeirveveerairenn - 6,100.00
Tonawand ,veeesiiiennienss Vhreerseiiseaienea rerraea 7,649.73
Allegany ......... Crereraeanes 30,469.00
Ol Bpringeceeee oo, 640.00
Cottarnugus. . ey e criearaserasenn e 21,680,00
Tusearor .., ...... e PPN versniee S U 6,249 00
Soint Regis cveevvrrres N feeree e e e e 14,640.00
Cornplanter, in Pennsylvania . ............, . i . e errarr e . 640.00

Totaliiainne. serereene A e o . 87,967.73

The New York commission estimates the acreage of the Onondaga reservation at 7,300. The Saint Regis, with
swamp land, is estimated at 15,280 acres.

RESERVATIONS OF THE SIX NATIONS IN NEW YORK: 1890.

The maps of the existing reservations, as defined in 1890, locate cach family, water course, and road,
developing, as if by aceident, in the clustering of their homes, the differences between those of each nation who
“hold to the tradition of the father 7, and those who welcome the civilization and christianity of the white man.

For a complete and full history of the original treaties and authorities as to the legal status of the Six
Nations reservations in New York (beside the report of the New York state commission herein referred to), sce
the report prepared by Alice C. Fletcher in 1885 and a monograph by Franklin B. Hough, of Lowville, New York,
on the Indian tribes of New York, both printed in Executive Document No. 95, Forty-eighth Coungress, second
session, which are full and most valuable. The various New York reports and especially that of the New York
commisgion, made in 1889, contain much of interest as to the reservations of the Six Nations.
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Eleventh Census: 1890, Six Nations of New York.

ONONDAGA RE SERVATION

1890.
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Eleventh Census: 1890,

ONEIDAS.

x Nations of New York,

si

SOLOMON GEORGE (Wal hah-leigh), '* Watehful,”
Qneida Chief,

Gl =

JOSHUA JONES {Sa-sun-nah-gan-dech),
Onaida,

“"Half name"* half blood.

HENRY POWLISS (Was-theel-ga), “*Throwing up Pins,"
Oneida,

ABRAM HILL (Ga-haeh-da-seah), “Whirlwind,”
Oneida,

New York Engraving & Lyinting Co.




1890.

Eleventh Census:

CAYUGAS.

Six Nations of New York.

s e D

i)

ALEXANDER JOHN (Ska-no-sh), “Flasting Arrow,*
Head chief of the Cayugas,

EDWIN M, SPRING (Ho-dyah-yoh-gweh), “*Spreading Sky,”
Cayuga Chief,

RUSH S, WILSON (Ha-ja-ah-gwysh®, ‘‘He Carries the Fire,"
Chief of Cayuga Nation,

HIRAM TALLCHIEF (Dah-eh-Jeh doh), *Burning Hand:"
Cayuga Chief,

aw York Hagraving & Irinting Co.
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ONEIDA AND CAYUGA RESERVATIONS,

No maps of reservations for these tribes will be found, as they no longer retain their ancestral homes in New
York.

Various treaties between the Oneida nation and the state of New York gradually reduced their land aren until
now (1890) a small remnant of that people retain but about 8350 acres, which they hold ag eitizens and in severalty.
The condition of this gmall remnant is treated of elsewhere. The following data explain the process of their loss
of Tand
. 1. By treaty of Fort Herkimer, June 28, 1785, the Oncidas joined the Tusearoras in selling their lands between
the Chenango and Unadilla rivers to the state of New Yorlk., Consideration, $11,500 in money and goods.

2, Tn September, 1788, other lands were sold to the state of New York for cash, clothing, provisions, a will,
and an annuity of $600, excepting certain reservations in Madison and Oneida counties.

3. September 15, 1795, the Oneidas sold to the state of New York another portion for $2,952 in cash and an
annuity of the same amount, and another portion for 8 cents per acre, to be paid annually.

4. June 1, 1798, the Oneidas gold additional lands for $300 and an annuity of $700.

5. March 5, 1802, the Oneidas sold to the state of New York certain small parcels of land for $900 and an
annuity of $300.

6. In 1805 the conflicting parties among the Oneidas, pagan and christian, settled their otherwise irveconcilable
jenlousies by a subdivision of their lands in Madison and Oneida counties,

7. In 1846, after 11 successive treaties with the state of New York, tho main part of the nation rvemoved to
Wiscongin, leaving to the remaining fragment of the band the tract of 350 acres, hefore referred to.

8, In 1843 the legislature of New York authovized these lands to be held in severalty, as at present.

106 of the Oneidas now (1890) reside on the several reservations of the Bix Nations, and 106 in tho counties of
Madison and Oneida, in the state of New York,in all 212, They have no separate reservation.  This is fully shown
in the population table.

The Cayugas number 183 and veside on 4 of the reservations of the Six Nations, having no separate reservation.

The Oneidag are scattered, gaining a livelihood by basket making or day’s labor, and ave less comfortably settled
than a majority of reservation Indians. Two groups of small houses, in each of which are 7 families, constitute
their representative settlements, viz, Orchard, in Oneida county, about 4 mileg south from the city of Oneida, and
Windfall, in Madison county. In the former, William and Malinda Johnson own 11 acres, which they rent.
William Dockstader occupies 1.75 acre, whicli he does not till.  The school has been abandoned, and the 13 children
of these families do not attend any school. Some think the schoolhouse over the hill too far, and Mr. Dockstader
claims that the children were not well treated by the white people, but theso reasons are not sufficiently supported
for serlous comment. At Mud Creek, between the 2 villages, are the 2 houses of John Johnnyjohn and Mary Antoine.
At Windfall, Mary Webster, widow, is allowed to live out her days in the house of lLer deceased husband, the
mortgage which he gave having cost her the title, Alexander Burning, a chief, lives at Oneida. The total numbey
of all ages, scattered over the original Oneida reservation and the country thereabout, who draw annnities of eloth
from the United States, is 106,

These are the facts in 1890, and neither farming nor gardening in either of these villages is to the credit of eivilized
Indians.  They ave honest and well behaved, but without suflicient ambition or sympathy to insure much progress,
Preaching is attended semimonthly, but all signs conform to their own franlk statement, that ¢ before long there won't
be any of us left”. The foew who accept any work they can get and forget that they ave Indians assimilate rapidly
with their white neighbors, and in another generation will be lost in the mass of the peaple. Those who remained
in New York were too few for combined, mutually-supporting industry, and the experiment of holding land in
severalty only hastened their dissolution, without elevating their industry or their condition. Visitors who ride
through Windfall, the larger of the 2 villages, should nuderstand that these are no longer Indian villages, and should
not confuse any signs of general improvement with ideas of Indian thrift and progress, which do not exist.

ONONDAGA RESERVATION.

An old wampum of 1608, representing the Iroquois confederacy, has for its “center house”, to indicate the
ank of the Onondagas, 8 heart. On either side are joined two sister nations, and, although fewer In numbers at
present than others, the Onondagas are given the first place in illustration of the Six Nations in 1890.

The Onondaga reservation, lying in Onondaga county, forms w rectangle of a liftle move than 2.5 wiles by 4
miles, commencing about 5 miles southward from the city of Syracuse, and contains about 6,100 acres. The
twrnpike road to Cardiff enters near the northeast corner of the rescrvation and leaves it about half a mile east
of the southwest corner, cutting a diagonal line nearly 4.76 miles in its course. Onondaga Castle, with hotel, store,
post office, and a few houses, is at the ““ entrance gate ”. The Lafayotte stage road beavs southeasterly at this point,
from which the reservation road deviates to the right, and at the distance of about three-quarters of a mile sepds.
a branch into the celebrated limestone quarries belonging to the Ouondaga nation. This blue limestone is excellont

Iy}
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building material, but the deep strata, which will measure from 18 to 20 inches in thickness, are 20 feet below the ground
surface, vequiring laborious and expensive stripping to be utilized. The supply is comparatively inexhaustible.
Only 8 derricks are now worked, each paying to the nation an annual rental of $100. As many as 6 have been
worked heretofore. The leases, made by ruling chiefs, pass under the keen supervision of Thomas D. Green, the
gtate agent for the Indians, and the details of his management show a just regard for their best interests.

Tor nearly three-quarters of a mile after leaving Onondaga Castle the road runs through the land of Wilson
Reuben, who, by inheritance from the late “Aunt Cynthia” (long honored by the Onondagas and also by the white
people) and by other acquisitions, has become one of the wealthiest and most influential of his people. Ilis leases to
white men ring him a cash income of from $600 to $000 per annum. ITis example has been followed by others. Only
9,5292.25 acres ave cultivated, or less than half the acreage of the reservation, 423.5 acres being classed by the owners
as pasture land.  As a fact, the greater portion of the cultivated land is leased to white men under sanction of the
laws of New York, with the concurring consent of the ruling chiefs. As a general rule, the rental is at a fair rate,
and whether legally or, as on some of the reservations, illogally leased, affords support to Indian land ownors, many
of whom would be otherwise helpless and destitube.

Movre than 1,000 acres are so stony and mountainous that they have little value except for a poor grade of
pasturagae.  There is still sufficient timber for fencing, and the best cultivated farms ave faivly fenced, but the fences
are not generally well maintained and are repairved sufficiently only to protect the crops during their maturity. The
supply of timber is ample for the present, While no timber hasbeen sawed and but little wood eut except for home
use, it is to the credit of the people that, to a greater extent than found upon any other reservation, even the poover
famnilies had a visible supply of wood laid up in advance for winter use.

With the exception of the land of Wilson Reuben, lying in the angle of the roads Dhelow Onondaga Castle, no
large fems in well-shaped tracts lie upon tho east side of the Cardiff road. The lower range of hills comes within
o few hundred feet of the road, nearly through the reservation, and for the lagt mile touch the road. Between First
ereck, 1 mile from Onondaga Castle, and the fork leading to South Onondaga, there are a few good farms of 20 to 40
acres, The land on the west side of the road is uniformly good. The bottom lands on the west side of the creck,
althouglh cut by spurs from the hills which pross clogely upon the creek, are also fertile.

A second road from Byracuse cuts the 300-acre ¢ "Webster tract?, and afterward follows the western reservation
line until it joins the South Onondaga road at the fine farm belonging to the widow of William TIill. This is alsu
leased to a white man, and the owner lives on the main road in a modern house, adjoining the Methodist Fpiscopnl
church, North of the Iill farm ave 2 others worthy of notice, both leased to white men, 1 owned by Daniel Ta
Trorte’s family and the other by Qrris Parmer, one of the most prosperous men on the reservation.,

The lands along the stony, wretchod roads, on the upper waters of Lafayette creek, are broken sharply by
spurs {rom the mountain which oceupies so large a portion of the south half of the reservation, More than 20
siall, steep hills, almost as distinet as mounds, fringe the creek, leaving only small garden patches for cultuve,
Albert Cusick has made a success of strawberries, but substantial farming is impracticable. Trom Wallace
Carpenter’s northward along the hench land and slope of the hills which rige eastward toward the veservation line
are several tracts of land with good farming properties. The entire resevvation is a narrow valley belween bwo
strips of bench land, cach of which is at the foot of high outside hills belonging to the white people of New Yol
No artificial irvigation is needed, as the hills are full of unfailing springs and the water is of the best.

TONAWANDA RESERVATION. :

The Tonawanda reservation, in the counties of Erie, Genesee, and Niagara, New York, as originally surveyed in
1799, and as reserved by the treaty at Big Tree, covered 71 square miles. Coinecident with a treaty between thies
United States and this band of Seneca Indians March 381, 1859, promulgated November 5, 1859, the claim of the
Ogden Tand Company was extinguished, and the present reservation limits embrace 6,549.78 acres, lying partly in
each of the counties of Lrie, Genesees, and Niagara,

One heavy dirt road, almost impassable in the spring or an ordinarily wet season, runs out from the center of
Akron, sending a fork info the reservation at a distance of mnore than 3 miles. A second road, running novtheasterly
from Akron, enters the reservation at a distance of about 2.5 miles, at the point where the West Shore railroasl
enters the reservation, as indicated on the map. Up to this point the road is very well maintained. Half a mile
from this point Hes a triangular piece of land, which is occupied by the Indian Baptist church, the Indian Methodist
chureh, an old council house, schoolhouse No. 2, and the new house of Eliza, wife of David Moses. Moses is a chict
of the Wolf tribe and a prominent member of the christian party.

From this central triangle 8 roads take their departure. The first runs northwest, leaving the reservation by
bridge across Tonawanda creek, near the canal feeder. The last farm on the left, one of the best on the reservation,
belongs to Warren Sky, not a chief, but an elder in the Indian Presbyterian church, and a man in high repute.
The road running southwardly from the central triangle passes off by the southeastern comer of the reservation
into the town of Pembroke by ¢ Iudian Village”, The third road from the friangle runs almost paralle]l with the
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railroad through the reservation to Alabama Center. Referenco is made to the map for the erossroads, all of which
are poor, and some of which are mere trails through woods and brush.

About half this reservation is under fence, but as a rule the fences, except on the main roads diverging from
the center, are not well maintained, neither has there been much advance in building for a year past. New housos
and new roofs, however, indicate necessary improvements in progress in many quarters, The same may be said of
the Onondaga, but not as emphatically as of other reservations. The nwnber of acres cultivated by the Tonawandsa
Indians during the census year was 2,200, but nearly as large an acreage, or about 1,700 acres, has been cultivated
by the white lessees, or on shaves, as exhibited by the table appended to the general schedule which accompanies the
special enumeration sheets. TUnder the head “ Indian industries ? this matter will receive farther notice.

The northeastern portion of the reservation, marked as public domain, is covered with brush and gmall timber.
Nearly all land upon the reservation, except about 500 acres, can be farmed, and the supply of water is abundant.
Some portions are swampy, but not low, and when drained will be most profitable and fertile. Improvidence in the
arly years of settlement wasted valuable timber, but the supply for fencing and fuel will not soon fail,

ALLEGANY RESERVATION,

This reservation, lying in Cattarangus county, New York, has remarkable features in every respect, and of
great social and political concern.  Besides resting under the burden of the Ogden Land Company pre-emption
right to purchase whenever the Sencea nation shall agree to sell its lands, it is alveady occupied in part by white
people, who, in large numbers, hold duly legalized leases, running until May, 1892, and subject by recent act of
Congress to renewal upon the consent of the parties thereto for a term not excecding 99 years. Upon location of
the New York, Lake Erie and Western and then of the Atlantic and Great Western railroads through the Allegany
reservation, leases were obtained from the Indian owners of the soil. By a deeision of the supreme court of the
state of New York these leases were declared to be illegal and void. By act of Congress approved February 19, 1875,
all leases to said railroad companies were ratified and confirmed. Three commissioners, Joseph Seattergood, John
Manly, and Henry Shanklin, were designated by the President under said aet to survey, locate, and establish proper
boundaries and limits to the villages of Carrolton, Great Valley, Red Mouse, Salamanca, Vandalia, and West
Salamanca, including therein as far as practicable all lands now occupied by white settlers, and such other lands as
in their opinion may be reasonably required for the purposes of such villages, also declaring “ the boundaries of said
villages so surveyed, located, and established to be the limits of said villages for all purposes of the act”’, The
Seneca nation, however, was prohibited from leasing in said villages any Jand of which, by the laws and customs of
said nation, any individual Indian or Tndians or any other person claiming under him or them has or is entitled to
the rightfil possession. This last provision is simply the reeognition of that practical title in severalty by which, on
either of the reservations, any Indian may, by occupation and improvement, gain the equivalent to a title in foe
simple, transmissible to his heirs, or subject to legal sale by himself to any other Indian of hig tribe.

A curious result followed the location of the corporation of Red House. Just at the foot of a sharp hill, with
less than 200 feet of space to the river and the bridge crossing, widening gradually southward into a space of ground
sufficient for a handle factory, stove, and blacksmith shop, and practically monopolizing the whole space, is a tract
about 400 by 600 feet, which constitutes the corporation of Red House. The subsequent location and completion of
the Rochester and Salamanca railroad westward to Kinzua, on the other side of the river, soon induced gettlement,
so that the largest store adjoining any New York reservation, doing an annual husiness of several hundred
thonsand dollars, and quite a spacious hotel and many other houses, occupied by white people, are upon the new but
illegal Red House site, while the “handle factory ”” and all else that gave value to the real Red House is neglected
and in decay. 96 persons, whose names appear in the general schedule, are lessces or occupants of adjoining lands,
The enlargement of the corporate limits of Red House is now the only legal way to settle the difficulty. TUnder the
head ¢ Leased lands ” further reference will be made to this and kindred matters,

The reservation, on both sides of the Allegany river, with a varying width of from 1 to 2.5 miles, and nearly 35
miles in length, containg 80,469 acres, and is carefully defined upon the accompanying map, The entire tract was
included in a sale made by the state of Massachusetts to Robert Morris May 11, 1791, under a convention between
Massachusetts and New York, held at Hartford, Connecticut, December 16, 1786, where digputed issues as to lands
in New York were compromised, and New York, reserving its claim to ¢ government sovereignty and jurisdiction,
ceded, granted, and confirmed to Massachusetts and the use of the commonwealth, its grantees and their heirs and
assigns forever, the right of pre-emption of the soil from the native Indians, and all other estate, right, title, and
property (the right and title of government, sovereignty, and jurisdiction excepted) which the state of New York
hath in and to the described lands”. The Seneccas, by their treaty at Big Tree September 15, 1797, conveyed to
Robert Morris, for less than 3 cents an acre, all except 9 small reservations, and subsequently disposed of these,
except the reservations of Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Tonawanda, which they still own. By a treaty between the
United States and the Tonawanda band, dated November 5, 1857, and ratified June 4, 1858, the pre-cmption right
of the Ogden Land Company was extinguished by the payment to said company of $100,000. The pre-cmption right
of said company still holds binding force as to the lands of the other 2 reservations named.
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Of this laxge area of land, embracing 42 squave miles, only 2,648 acres are cultivated by Indians, and 2,175 are
used ag pasture. This is the land claimed as owned by individuals, and includes the small tracts leased to white
people, Thenarrow belts along the valley are fairly fertile, but the soil is thin and soon wears out.  Very few parts
are loam or truly rich soil.  TFrequent floods, bearing sand and gravel over the bottoms and washing out much that
has been gained by partial cultivation, have dispirited tenants, so that in the summer of 1890 14 houses were found
vacated by the occupants, who toolk possession with a view to profitable farming. These were all eastward of
Salamanca. The tillable land, however, embraces 11,000 aeves, of which 7,000 may be properly classed as arable,
The hills were stripped of their best timber during the period when rafting logs on the Allegany river and down the
Ohio was profitable, bringing quick cash returns without the proteacted, patient labor which would have attended
clearing the land fully and engaging in agriculture for a livelihood. Hundreds of acres at the foot of the hills, and
perfectly level, bear the stump marks of this bygone occupation, and thickly-set brush with small second growth
timber show that the ability or digposition to utilize the land for farming purposes is wanting. In fact the soil does
not invite farmers to invest largely, even if the Indians had both choice and freedom to scll, for it needs all the
fortilization which an energetic farmer can save and use. The cultivated lands have been fairly fenced, but the
fences are not kept up with cave. Under the head “ Farming ' the subject will be again noticed. The supply of
watber from springs and innumerable mountain streams is adequate for all pruposes,

OIL SPRING RESERVATION.

01l Spring reservation, in Cattaraugus county, New York, as indieated on the Allegany reservation mayp,
containg 640 acres in 2 towns and counties. It was Dy oversight included in the treaty made at Big T'ree, in the
sale Ly the Sencca, nation of 8,500,000 acres to Robert Morris, and passed with his title to the Holland Tand
Company. A suit for the recovery of this land was brought in 1856 by D. Sherinan, for 13 years the efficient United
States Indian agent, and resulted in favor of the Seneca nation. On the trial, Governor Blacksnake, as hie was
named by Washington when he visited the capital in company with Cornplanter, testified, at the advanced age of
107 years, to being present at the treaty of Big Tree in 1707, and that when the exception was missed upon the
publie reading of the treaty, Thomnas Morris, attorney for Robert Morris, gave to Pleasant Liake, a prominent sachem
of the Seneca nation, a separate paper, declaring that the 01l Spring tract was not included in the sale.  Governor
Blacksnake also produced a copy of the first map of the Holland land purchase, on which this reservation was
distinetly marked as belonging to the Seneea Indians,  An exhanstive reportof Judge Sherman to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, dated Forestville, New York, Oecfober 9, 1877, containg the most succinet, accurate, and just
statement of the titles and rights of the Bix Nations that hag been published. The land is under lease, and,in the
language of Judge Sherman, “ the Seneca nation own this reservation, unincumbered by any pre-emption vight, and
it is all the land they do so own ”,

The place and date of birth of Governor Blacksnake (The Nephew) are unknown. He died at Cold Spring, in
South Valley, on the Allegany reservation, December 26, 1869. His Tndian name was  Tha-o-wa-nyuths . e
was associated with Johm Halftown and John (PBail (Coraplanter) in negotiations with Washington, and was
greatly esteemed by him, The best estimate of his age is 117, although many have placed it ag high as 125 and
even 130. The famous trio were Senceas. '

The following note, by Charles Aldrich, of Des Moines, Towa, in the Magazine of American History for July,
1891, on Governor Blacksnake (The Nephew) is of great interest :

When I first began to hear of this notable Indion, and very soon afterwand to sce him oceasionally, I was bub 8 years old. This was
in 1836. Governor Blacksnake was at that time head c¢hief of the Sencens, living upon their resevvation along the Allegany river, just north
of the Pennsylvania lne, in Catlaraugus county, New York, He may also have had some sort of headship rvelating to wider intevtribal
relations. Iis residence was 1 mile above the litile village of Cold Spring, 10 miles or more from the southern honndary of the reservation.
That hehad been widely distinguished in  the olden time, Jong ago ', was evidenced by the fact that he had received o beantiful silver medal
from the hand of Washington. As I remember it, this medal contained from $8 to $4 worth of fine silver and bore upon one side the simple
legend ' Second Presidency of George Washinglon’, On the obverse was asimple domestic scene, representing a room, as it might be, in a
settler’s cabin. In the center of the farther side was an open chimmey with a blazing five, a habe lay in a cradle, a spinning-wheel stood in
one corner, and wo or three women seemed husied with indoor werk., The old chieftain was very prond of this medal, generally wearing it
suspended from his neck by a cord, for which a hole had been pierced. I often saw him in my boyhood, when he was pleased to hand me his
. Washington medal for inspection. e undexstood o little of our language bub could not speak it.

The year of Governor Blacksnake’s hirth was conjectured to be 1736 or ¢lose to that time, e died December 26, 1859, 1T the st date
is approximately correct he was nob far from 120 yems of age.  In personal appearance he bore o striking resemblance to one of the portraits
of Andrew Jackson in his old age. He was very tall, straight as an avvow, and his abundant hair was both white and long. He sometimes
wore a hiue overcont, which came nearly to the ground, and I foel quite sure that it was thickly studded with smooth, old-fashioned brass
buttons. His fignre was at once striking and venerable. He was always kind and agreeablo, genial and plensant to all who approached him.
The people of his tribe, as well as the white people, treated him with marked deference and respect.

Governor Blacksnake, in addition to being s man of authority in his tribe, was an orafor to whom his people always listened with
Drofonnd attention. I shall never forget hearing him, though I did not understand a word of his language. My father’s farm adjoined ihe
Indian reservation, half amile from the river, and one of my Indian playmates ‘ Little Johnny Watts’, had died from consumption, and I had
frequently gone to the old cabin to see him during his long, wasting illness. One day as I peered inte the room where he lay, his poor old
mother was indulging in the wildest grief, talking to her poor boy, whe was insensible and only gasping at long intervals, Presently the
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gasping ceased, the spirit had fled. This was the fixst person I ever saw die. Meanwhile, not far from the door, stolid and unmoved, sat the
father, *“ O1d Johnny Watts 7, making n how and arrows of hickory wood for the use of the lad in the * happy hunting grounds . A day or
two later onr family attended the funeral in the forest, near the bank of the river, and some 50 Indians (Senecas) and a fow white people
were present.  The coffin was lowered into the grave, when the father stepped briskly forward and dropped the how and mrows hy its side.

At this moment, with grave and selemn mien, Governor Blacksnake stepped to the top of the mound of carth, and began a half-hour’s
address to his Indian friends. e spoke slowly and with great deliberation. Some one who understood him informed us that he spoke most
kindly of the little boy who was gone, depicting the joys of the new existence upon which he was to enter. JTe urged his hearers 1o so order
their lives as to be prepared for the betber existence in the life to come. T do not remember, I was but a child myself, that T was ever more
impressed by the appearance of an orator, exeept by Abraham Lincoln abhis (irst inanguration.  Blacksnake’s figure was tall and commanding,
his delivery slow and distinet, his appearance graceful, earncst, full of dignity, his sympathy for the hereaved funily evident and touching,
They paid his words the tribute of fast-flowing tears, except the father, who looked on nnmoved.

Some time later, about the year 1850, an Indian boy, & relative, I helieve, of the old governor, was killed by lighining near his house.
A sudden shower of rain was accompanied by lightning and thunder, The boy fled to a large apple tree o seck protection from the pelting
rain, when the deadly holt came down, killing him instantly, The Indians al once cub down the tree and rolled it into the pit, where it lny
until it was consumed by dry vot. I was told that some superstition was connected with the cutting of this tree, hut it may have been for the
simple reason that it was such a sad reminder of the fate of the little boy.

Some notes coneerning Governor Blacksnake have appeared in local historieal works, but they scem to me to have been more or less
faneiful. It is no doubt true that he fonght against our people in the border wars of the Revolution,  Jle is snid to have heen at the masswere
of Wyoming, and to have heen among the Indians of western New York, who were so terribly punished by General Sullivan in 1779, IHe
must also have made a journcy to Washington early in this century. e retained until his very old age a pass given to him by Genewl
Henry Dearborn, the Secrctary off War, It was in the following words :

To all pergons to wlhom thesge presents shall come, grecting! Tt is required of all persons, elvil and militnry, and all others, the good people of these Uniled
States, to permit “The Nephew”, an Indinn chief, with his associntos, to proceed from the city of Washingfon te their places of residencs freely and without
molesiation, nnd to add and assist them on their way as friends of the snid United Slates,

Given at the War Oflice, ub the city of Washington, this fonvteentl day of Febranry, 1803,
[Seal of the Waur Depnrinient.] L DrarBorw,

Governor Dlacksnake wag the last survivor of the Indisn chiels who had heen prominent hefore their power was hrolken in the siale of
New York, e was o man of' much nntive abiliy, and he retained his influence with the Senecns to the end of his lite.

CORNPLANTER SENECA RESERVATION.

This reservation, in Warren county, Pennsylvania, nominally a tract of G40 acres, owned by Cornplanter’s
heirs, lies on both sides of the Allegheny river, and is about 2 miles long and half a mile wide, ineluding
Liberty and Donation islands, which are formed by the forking of the river. The land surface, including the river
bed and some worthless shoals, containg about 760 acres. It was o donation to the cclebrated chief Gly-ant-wa-hia,
“The Cornplanter 7, March 16, 1796, by the state of Pennsylvania, in congideration, states Judge Sherman, ¢ for his
many valuable services to the white people, and especially that most important one, in preventing the Six Nations
of New York from joining the confederacy of western Indians in 1790-17917. The war ended in the vietory of
General Wayne in 1794, In 1871, under act of May 16, partition or allotment of these landy was made to the
descendants of Cornplanter and recorded in Warren county by the court having jurisdietion, special conumissionoers
having been appointed by the state June 10, 1871, to effect the distribution. Tho power to sell the lands thus
allotted is limited to the heirs of Cornplanter and other Seneca Indians,  These Indians also have an interest in the
Allegany and Cattaraugus lands of the Seneea nation, and draw annuities with them,

A suitable monument rests over Cornplanter’s grave in the somewhat neglected hurinl ground hetween the
Preghytorian chureh and the house of Marsh Pieres, bearing the following inseriptions upon its four [hees:

OY-ANT-WA-FITA,
THE
DORNPLANTER,
JOIIN O'IRATL,
ATTAS CORNPLANITER,
DIED
At Complonter towun, February 18, A. 1), 1836,
aged about 100 yenrs,
CHTRER O ITHE SENECA TRIBE
AND
A PRINCIPAT CIIIER
OF TIIR
SIX NATIONS
From the period of the Revolutionary war
Lo the thne of his denth,
DISPINGUISITED
Tor talents, courage, integrity, sobriety,
and love for his tribe and rooce,
O WHOSE WELFARE
He devoted his energles and his money
DURING A LONG AND BVENTEFUT, TLIWE

TRECITED
BY AUTITORITY OF THE LEGISLATURK
OF PENNSYLVANIA,
By net pagssed Moy, A. T, 1586,
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The record of the orphans’ cowt of Warren county, Pennsylvanin, gives the names of Cornplanter’s heirs,
23 in number, including grandchildren, and many of these names appear upon the Allegany reservation map,
suggestive of their associntion with this distinguished Indian character. Among these are the names of Logan,
Silverheels, Titus, Blacksnake, Jacobs, Plummer, 0’Bail, Abram, Hotbread, Thompson, and Pierce, all of which are
gtill famnily names on both veservations, and generally among their kindred Senccas. Omne granddaughter still
survives ot Allegany atb an advanced age, and Solomon (’Bail, also very old, lives at Cattaraugus.

The original nane of the town was Ju-ni-sas-ha-da-~ga, in Tlk township, Warren county, Pennsylvania, 15 miles
above Warren, and the original deed to the ¢ Planters’ field” bears the signature of Thomas Mifflin, governor of
Pennsylvania,

IATTARATGUS RESERVATION.

This reservation, in Cattaraugus, Chantauqua, and Erie counties, New York, as delineated on the map, occupies
both sides of Cattarangus ereek.  T6is 9.5 miles long on a divect east and west line, averages 3 miles in width at the
center, dropping at its eastern line an additional rectangle of 2 by 8 miles. A G-mile strip on the north and 2

“mile blocks”? at diagonal corners are occupied by white people, and litigation is pending as to the nature of their
rights and responsibilities. The Scneca nation elaims that the permit or grant under which said lands were
oceupied and improved was never legally authorized or executed by the nation. A long and practically undisturbed
possession leaves the main question, one of ground rent or quitelaim, upon terms just fo all parties, the improvements
to remain with the occupants of the soil, without appraisemont.

The reservation itself is a compromise substitute for larger tracts rescrved for the Seneca Indiang under the
treavy at Big Tree September 15, 1797, A strip 14 miles in length along the south shore of Lake Frie, extending to
a point only 8 miles from Buflilo, with two others, embracing an area of about 50 square miles, and which included
what are now the towns of Dunkirly, Fredonia, and Silver Creek, were exchanged by treaty concluded at Buftalo
June 30, 1802, with the Holland Land Company, for the present compact and fertile tract of 21,680 acres in the
counties of Cattaraugus, Chautangna, and Irie. The Ogden Land Company has the same pre-emption right to
purchasge these lands, if sold by the Sencea nation, as that which rests as a heavy ineumbrance upon the lands of
the Allegany reservation in Cattaraungus county.

The Dottom lands, vieh, fertile, and well watered, are almost entirely upon the north and cast border of
Cattarangus ereek., The general shape of the rescrvation is that of an inverted 7. In this angle lies the little village
of Versailles, containing a hotel, 3 stores, a grist mill, and a Methodist e¢liureh, all in the town of Perrysburg, 5
miles distant from the village of that name, on the New York, Lake Erie and Wegtern railroad. By a shrewd
establishment of the reservation line, a valuable water power was left within the angle outside of the reservation
proper.  Suceessive millg and factories have been built and burned, so that aside from the business done at the stores
everything bears the type of o settlement whose best days have ended. IProm this village a road runs down each
side of the creek to the thoroughly modern and flourishing town of Gowanda, which lies in 2 counties, divided by
Cattarangus creck, This, with its banks, mills, and excellent stores, is the nearest market for the farm products of
the reservation. '

A Dbench runs along the steep river bank from Versailles nearly to Trving, on the south shore of Lake Erie,
backed by a higher slope or hill, which produces good crops of onts, wheat, or barley, when well cared for. About
3 miles westward, on the broken and neglected river road toward Irving, is a creek known as Burning Spring,
bedded and bordered by masses of closely laminated slate and shale, from the crevices of which coal gas escapes in
sufficient quantity to boil water for pienic parties, and warranting the belief that thorough drilling or boring will
yet solve the fmel problem, which is & more serious cause of anxiety to the people of Cattaraugus than even the
Ogden Land Company claim itself,

A second bench, backed by higher background, marks the north side of the creek, but sufficiently retired to
admit of fine meadows and wheat flolds in the valley proper.

The real center of all divergence on the Cattarangus veservation is at the four cormers where the national
courthouse and Indian Methodist church are loeated. Irom this point the best road on the reservation runs westerly
past the Thomas Orphan Asylum (sending off a branch northward, near the Presbyterian church, through Brands,
4 miles distant, on to Angola, § miles), passes the Baptist church and schoolhouses Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and eunters
Irving, along with the tracks of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern and Western New York and Pennsylvania
railroads, which erogs Cattaraugus creck at that point,

The road from Versailles, past the central four corners, with deep and at times almost impassable gulleys, was
described to the people gathered at the Iroguois Agricultural Society’s fair in September, and to the assembled
legislative council at its December session, to be “ without guestion the worst mail route in the United States and a
daily reproach to the Seneca nation”. Pledges, freely made, to put it in order were realized to the extent of 1
load of brush and 2 loads of gravel. The mail wagon runs twice each week day from Versailles to Lawton
station, on the Buffalo and Southwestern branch of the New York, Lake Erie and Western railroad, passing
schoolhouses Nos. 5 and 7, and the council house at Newtown, and leaving the reservation three-quarters of a
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mile west of the station, at a distance of 4 miles (rom Versailles, TFrom this council houge a road runs northward
to North Colling and southwest by a devious and uncertain track to Cherry Hollow.

On the east side of the creek, reached divectly by the road to Gowanda, which runs east from the courthouse
square, and high above the rich hottom lands, is spread out the “Four mile level”. Many wagon trails run
through its dense bushes, hoop poles, second-growth pines, and young onks, and here is the history of grave mistalkes
in the past, mingled with some faint promise for a Letter future. Thousands of great pine stumps show how
foolishly the early chiefs of the Seneca nation turned their choice timber into cash for nominal returng and testify
to the unscrupulous robbery by the white people who maintained sawmills near the ling as long as thore was timber
to be bought or stolen. At present there is not enough timber on the reservation to fence it thoroughly, and to a
large extent the wood used for fuel is taken from saplings which ought to be left for maturer growth.

The reservation is amply supplied with water from small streams and springs, and in variety of soil, varied
geenery, and every accessory to profitable farming stands as a model of good judgment in its seloction by the Sencea
people for their abiding home.

TUSCARORA RESERVATION,

The Tuscarora reservation, in Niagara county, New York, is forned from 8 adjoining tracts suceessively
acquired, ag indicated on the map. Their early antecedents ag kinsmen of the Yroquois, related through language
and tradition, their wanderings westward to the Mississippi, and their final lodgment at the headwaters of the
rivers Neuse and Tar, in North Caroling, are too much enveloped in tradition to be formulated as history, but
courageous, self-supporting, and independent, after long residence npon lands owned by them inthatcolony, they fivst
came into collision with white people, then with other fribes of that section, until finally, overpowered by numbers,
they surrendered their lands upon the Neuse and Tar rivers, and by a treaty with the state of North Carelina
removed to the banks of the Roanocke. The white people gave them no peace in their new home, and from 1715 o
1722 they removed to New York, near Oneida lake, and were admitted by their kinsmen of the IFive Nations into the
Iroquois confederacy, thereafter known as the Six Nations.

In 1780 they removed to the mountain which overlooks Take Ontario, near the present town of Lewistow.
This land site had been formerly occupied by other red men, remaing of an ancient fort still remaining, also several
mounds bearing signs of great antiquity. The Senecas donated 1 mile square as » resting home, and tho Holland
Tand Company affirmed the grant and conveyed to them an additional 2 miles eastward, covering the entire north
face of the mountain,upon which old fortifications rested. In 1804 the Tusearoras sold their lands in Novth
Carolina, and with $13,722 of the proceeds purchased of the Tlolland Land Company, with the sanetion of the United
States, an additional tract of 4,329 acres, thus securing the title in fee simple to a total aren of 6,249 acves, which
they still retain.

A road from Lewiston touches the northwest corner of the reservation at o distance of a little over 2,5
‘miles and passes eastward at the foot of the mountain, while a forlk, turning sharply to the right, ascends the
mountain its whole length, leads to Pekin, and bears the appropriate name, ¢ The Mountain road ”. A second road
from Lewigton climbs the mountain at the station of the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg railroad, connects
with aroad from Suspension Bridge, b miles distant, and enters the reservation at the Mountpleasant estate. This,
nearly parallel with the mountain road, is known as the Mount Hope road.  Still another road from Suspension
Bridge courses along the south line of the reservation and leads to the town of Sanborn,

It would be difficult to Detter balance, settle, and utilize a tract of this size than has been done in ils
development. Nearly the entire land not reserved for timber has been put to use. 5 crogsroads connect thoe
2 main roads running east and west. The whole reservation is under fence, the chiefs enforeing a rule that every
land owner shall maintain a fence at least 4 feet high. Omnly one prostrate rod of fonee, and that washed away
by a sudden freshet, was seen during a visit to every house on the reservation. Reference is made to the map for
a specific description of the land as divided among the people. 'With the exception of afew farms on the Holland
donation tract, where wells must be dug, pure spring water for domestic and agricultural purposes is abundant,
The migration of young men and the death of energetic heads of families have left widows who ave land rich hut
purge poor. They have not the means to hire labor, and are thus compelled to leage their farms to white men and
live on the rental income. Even the most successful farmers are unable to find Tndian laborers suflicient for the
demand, and they also rent portions at a cash rental or on shares. Tollowing the example of the white people, who
have utilized the rich valley north of the mountain for fruit, the Tuscaroras have also developed fine orehards of peach
and apple trees to the extent of 269 acres. These have been carefully trimmed and kept in good bearing condition.
There is not a ragged, untrimmed orchard on the reservation. 2 non-beaving years, almost 3, have not worn out the
patience of these farmers. The orchard spzmés have been well utilized, and the winter wheat, alveady well advanced
in November, gave promise of good reburns in 1891, if the apple crop should again fail.
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STATISTICS OF INDIANS.

SAINT REGIS RESBERVATION,

T'he Saint Regis Indians are the suceessors of the ancient Mohawls, and reside on their reservation in Iranklin
and Saint Lawrence counties, New York, which is 7.8 miles long upon the south line and about 8 miles wide,
except where purchases made by the state of New York in 1824 and 1825, as indicated on the map, modify the shape.
The original tract was estimated as the equivalent of 6 miles square, and the present acreage, computed by oflicial
reports without survey, is given as 14,640, This is probably an excess nearly equal to the 2 tracts noted as being
severed from the reservation proper.

4 main roads diverge from the village of Hogansburg, and these are fairly well maintained. Nearly all local
roads are poor and little more than {rails. The country is praetically level, and in the winter teams move almost ab
-andom anywhere over the snow or ice, In the summer boats are in genoral use and the products of Indian industry
find a ready market. The Saint Regis viver is navigable to the point indieated on the map and communication is
maintained with both American and Canadian towns several times o week., At Megsena, 12 miles westward, at
Helena, ¢ miles southwest, and at Fort Covington, 9 miles castward, are railroad connections with mail facilities 6
days per week.

Nearly the entire tract is tillable and the greator portion has exceptional fertility. The land is slightly volling,
but nowhere hilly. The supply of water is ample, and in portions of the reservation, where swamps or bog prevent
tillage, drainage will be neeessary befove efficient farming can e done. A large tract of this character, containing
fully 1,000 acres, extends beyond the boundary line, and complaint has bheen made by Canadian as well as American
Indian favmers that the feeder dam of the Beauharnois canal holds baclk water, so as to reduce even the natural
drainage to its minimum. Timber has already become searce for fusl or fencing and only occagional clumps of sinall
pines represent the former dense forests along the rivers, The cultivated lands have been quite generally fenced,
however, with small poles, but the annual spring repairs only supplemoent about as much of necessary fencing as is
quite generally and conveniently used for fuel during the winter.

The houndary line established by the treaty of Washington about equally divides the population of the American
and Canadiasn members of the Saind Regis nation.  The howse of John J. Deer, “ Running Deer”, known as the
“ International hotel 7, is bisccted diagonally by this boundary line, It also cuts oftf one of the rooms of Jolhn
Papinean’s house opposite.
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READING THE WAMPUMS, 1890.

SNSLOT YIULAY]

0681

WIOA MEN JC SUOIEN XIS

JOSEPH SNOW {Chan-ly-z-ya), 'Drifted Srow,” JOHN SMOKE JOHNSON {Sac-a-yung-Kwar-to), **Disappeanng Krot" ISASC HILL {Te-yem-tho-hi-sa), "Two Doors Clossd
Onendaga Chief. Mohawk Chig?, ‘Onondaga Chief,
GEORGE H, M, JOHNSON, {]Je-yung-heh-kwang). Double JOHN BUCK (Skan.a-wa-ti}, "Beyord the Swamp,"” JOHN SENECA JOHNSON (Ka-nung-he-ri-taws), "Entangied Hair Given,"’
' Mcrank Crief and OFizal interareter, Kezper ot the Wampum, Onondage Chicl, Seneea Chief,




HISTORIC WAMPUMS—SIX NATIONS.

Six Nations of New York.

1890.

Eleventh Census
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Presidentia of the lroquols, about 1540,

Group of four Wampums and Turtle Rattles, used in Feather Dance.

Six Wampums of the Six Nations.
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New York Engraving & Drinting Co,
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