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PUEBLOS OF LLAGUNA, ACOMA, AND 7ZUNL

BY JULIAN SCOTT, SPROTATL, AGENT,

The following report was prepared during September and October, 1890, and August and September, 1891:

I left Anadarko, Indian territory, on the morning of September 28, 1890, for Pauls Valley, about 80 miles
distant. Owing to some irregularity of tho stage line to that place, it was necessary to go by way of Purcell, a
town some 40 iles north of Pauls Valley, on the railroad. Mr. John Craggs, one of the traders at Anadarko,
took me theve, bag and baggage, for which accommeodation he would not accept any congideration whatever except
my grateful thanks, The first 30 miles was through the valley of the ‘Wasghita, which widens every mile after
leaving the ageney. A half an hour after starting we passed the Presbyterian migsion, still in an embryonic state.
Rev. Joshua (fiven, o Kiowa, has charge of it.  The well was not dug wuntil the buildings were well up, and then
it was found they had been built over o ledge of gypsum; so the people continue to ¢ pack water from way over
about a mile”. Tarther down the road, and where the valley becomes perceptibly wider, we came to a herd of
several thousand cattlo, which are kept continually within a certain distance of the agency to meet the fortnightly
“ hoof jssue” to the Indians at Anadarko and Fort §ill.  Beyond, and about 19 miles from Anadarko, Mr. Craggs
pointed out the large house which Rev. Joshua Given was building for himself; “a long distance for a missionary
1o live from his field of Tabor?, remarked a man we met in the road, “and they all think about here he ought to be
above old Fort Cobb, or heyond, on Elk ereek, where his Kiowa lambs ave, who will paint and cling to their Indian
toggory just so long as ¢ Washington ’ fveds thom”.  We passed near ¢ Jo” Weiderman’s bone pile, and although a
half & milo away, its enovmous size dwarfed the buildings that were near it. This enterprising man has been
buying the buftalo and cattle bones for o great many years from the Indians, who bring them from every part of the
resorvation. If, according to his reckoning and beliof, the railvoad cver passes near his place, so that he can
transport the bones to o market, they will prove a fortune to himself or to his heirs. .

Loaving the valley, wo reached the highlands, and then began a long, wearisome ride over the great swellg
which eharacterize the prairvie of that seetion, At noon we came to a ranch in one of the deep bottoms, where our
Torses ag woll as ourselves were well provided for. Pureell was not reached until late at night. The following
morning, at 5 o'clock, I took the southern train for Pauls Valley. Before daybreak the morning after I was on my
way to Santa Ife, New Mexico, reaching there October 2.

Before leaving Santa Fo T met, throngh Major Summerhays of the army, the distingnished ethnologist, Mr.
A. T, Bandelicr, and obtained from him much useful information concerning the country and the people T was soon
to visit, including those of the pueblos of Laguna, Acoma, and Zufi. My report on these pueblos will be brief, as
they have been done to death in seores of volumes.

LAGUNA.

The night of October 17 found mo a lodger in the railroad station at Laguna. («) .

After obtaining permanent quarters with the family of Mr. Robert Marmon, the day after my arrival I went to
the pueblo, which is but o fow minutes’ walk west of the station, accompanied by Colonel W. G. Marmon, and
was introduced to the principal men of Laguna, who, learning the nature of my visit received me with every
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@ Glenernl W, I, 11, Davis, of Doylestown, Pennsylvanin, who was United States district attorney for New Mexico in 1854, in his work, * il Gringo™, 1857,
Pages 802-306, thua notes n visit to Taguna: i .
“in o drive of 5 miles from the camp we cawme to the Tndian pueblo of Laguna, where we unhitehed nm} remained until the baggage wagon cane up.
Ag wo entered the village, (he inhabitanls were golling In motiou for the day; some of the young maidens were in the pens milking the cows and goals, while.
others, with envthen jars upon their heads, were currying water from the stream. Being athirst, T followed the steps of L‘.llc water cui‘fiers to the holes in the bank
of the ereek, but found tho water o hraclkish, nauseous compound, hardly fit for mnn or bensts bx}t, {nstead of drinking th'e stufl, I visited the'gontpens, and
purchnsed noaup of new milk fresh from tho fountain liend, On the opposite side of the town there ig 1 clear and beautifu] spring, whieh boils up from bgnenth a
sand bank, Before Mr. Gorman's fumily came Lo live at the pueblo, the Indiang would not toueh the water, alleging as o reagson that they knew the dev'll wi;\s iin
it, hecause 16 boiled up so,  Beeing that My, Giovman’s family used ib with ilmp\miw, {they concluded they might possibly b mistaken about O1d Nick being in it,
sl o meed to , themsolyes, which they have ever sineo continued to do, : . . .
o mr}‘;\ltl::. (L;)lxtin‘x:s{i)ni‘t\u]\;nlmlﬂt\ :ni'.-.mim\ury, u}nd has vesided b the pueblo some 2.5 years. The Ind{rms have clected lxlim a member of't.helnv co:millumty. wtxlth
al the rights and privileges of a full-horn Indian, 1o sits with them in tl\lei e?ltuﬁ\ in e.ouxz;:lil t\;heu1 nffx::i'.?ec:]f ;;g.;?em'e flxsc\lsse(I, and preaches to them on the
Sabbath in the villuge chinrel, and, upon the whole, heis exercising o good influence over this simple mind . .
bﬂl‘l‘ 'J."]‘u:llim{)lll(?i?‘ (I],:\‘;;\:x)u'\ ‘:ctm;dﬂl upon i r(mky“lmoll on tho west bank of the Gallo, wad at the distance of afew 1‘“"1(11‘811 ﬁﬂ‘l‘dﬂ D“Csintﬁsﬂltllefeﬂ n?ii“;ﬁi‘]l‘“;
appearance.  The population s reckoned ab about 1,000 souls, It is built withoub order, and the houses are genernily small§ none o I &Y 0.

stories high, and tho upper story recedes from the lower, 8o as to form an uncovored torrnce, They are generally of mud, thongh n few ave huilt of stone. The

rooms are small, low, and badly ventilated, and o Taw small pleces of folinted gypsum set {n the thick wall admits the light, The entrance is by means of ladders

From the outside Lo the roof, when you descend into the interior through a small hole just Inrge enough to admit an ordinary Ellizerl pe:rson], TheyI putll]wﬂ;e:tu;d::

up after them on the roof or ferrace, aud thus render themselves seeure from intruders. The ro'ws of‘hausea are se})m‘n‘ted hy nm‘ldova n;es.Thn (]re3: fer «

the village is n small plaza, surrounded by 2-story houses, with 8 narrow places of ent.rm:lce, within w]ue]} the}]; ho:d ﬂ;cl:’( d(}]l:‘l](‘!ie: ixsn; mg{;se 11.1 pue:)]'o ress i;s sm!,;
} y g dildren were running about naked. ’ s

Jnclh £ho sie 08 tho other Puchlos; hut, nccording to castom, o large number of the ch f . o

not o be more than 200 years old, »:ud u,nu of the hendmen gave me the following acconnt of its first seltlement: That a long time ago, their ancestors were at
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expression of respect, The town is built upon a sandstone ledge, the southern base of which is washed by the San
Jogeé, The streets are narrow and winding and in some places very steep, requiring stone steps. The hounses are
congtructed of stone and adobe, the walls projecting above their flat roofs from 12 to 15 inches. Thoy are kept neat
ingide and out, and there is a general air of cleanliness throughout the pueblo, no doubt greatly owing fto the
natural drainage of the sloping sides of its rock foundation. Hxcept the large court where the dances are held,
but few of the buildings are more than I story high; about the court they are 2, and sometimes 3. The town,
conforming with the irregular surface on which it ig built, presents a pleasing picture from nearly every point of
view outside its walls. The Catholic mission, erccted in the earlier days of the Spanish rule, oceupies the apex,
commanding views of & large part of the town, far up and down the valley, and far to the south, beyond the sand hills,
where are the mesas She-nat-sa and Tim-me-yah, Near the misgion, in front and a little below, ig the schoolhouse,
the walls of which resemble the battlements of a medimval castle, This old pueblo furnishes the quaintest
and drollest of strect scenes: there were children in scanty clothing, playing with good natured, gaunt looking
mongrel dogs, and riding young burros, regardless of the dirt and fleas with which their canine companions were
covered and heedless of the uncertain hind legs the otherwise patient and stupid asses possessed; the women
glide (almost flit) about attending to their various duties, some Dringing ollas of water, poised upon their heads,
from the spring a mile away, and others occupied at the dome-shaped ovens, from which they dravw forth large, rich
looking loaves of bread; groups of old gossips, men and women, whose usefulness was limited to tho caring for
their very young grandchildren, who contentedly rested nwpon the backs of their gray-hairved clders, securely held
there in tho folds of varicusly coloved blankets ; men going to the fields and coming in with loads of bright cor
and dark melons, carried in brightly painted modern wagons, drawn by scrubby horses, and in primitive carts
pulled along behind sleepy oxen, with yokes atlached to their horns. Hens and chickens were scratching
averywhere for stray kernels of corn, sometimes stealing upon the templing piles of ears, husked and unhusked,
that lay about the yards and housetops, only to be driven off by the watchful maidens engaged in husking and
storing away. A great deal of the corn ig red, and I agked Colonel Marmon if they ever had * husking bees .
“No", he replied, “and therefore the New England game of forfeits when a red ear is found has never heen
introduced among the young people” The people of Laguna, as to customs, habits, dances, and coremonies, are
similar to the other Now Mexico Pueblos. (@)

the point of starvation where they then lived, and that 4 men wers gsent oub to scek a place for a new hiome. In their search they arrived ab the place where
Laguna now stands, where they found good water and fertile lnnd, They returned and gave the information to thelr people, and in o short time they changed
thair residence, and the whole of tham removed to this point. Tt i also said that at ihe time of the rebellion of 1680, the Inhabitants fled to Zufit to esonpa the
fury of the Spanineds.

“rhe ehildren of My, Gorman have nequired the Indian dinleet so ns to speal it with almoest the same fluency as their mother tongue, Taking Maslev
James, about 12 yeaxs of age, with me ng intorpreter and gulde, I wendod my way to the pucblo on n tour of sightseeing, We flrst went to the house of tho
encique, which we enterad by aseending an outside Indder to the terrnce, neross which we pagsed into the building, In the room were seatod soveral Indinns upon
the iloor, alk employed in somo useful ocenpation, Tho cacleue himsell was painting f new tinnja (enrihen pot), which he was covering with numorous rude
Rgures in binck and ved,  None of them rose from the floor to welcome us, but gave the usual guttural salutation and eoniinued al thely work, Young Gorman
chiatted with thom o few minutes, whon wo bade them good-by, and climbed down the ladder into the street agnin, Having expressed n desivo to see thelr god,
Maontezuma, my young guide led the way Lo tho hiousa where the famons doily §8 kept, This {s the most cherished, and probably the only one still retained of
a1 their ancient heathen gods. Tt is greatly in vogue in a dry time, when it is brought forth frem the sanctuary, and, with daneing and other rites, they invoke
it in favor of rain, bub whether it has over been able to bring refreshing showers to the parched earth is a guestion opon to discugsion, Weo picked up onc of the
headmen on the way, who accompanied us, We ageended a ladder ng before, and entered a smnll and badly lighted room, where wo found a shriveled up old
Indian, entirely naked, excopt o small eloth about his loing and moceasing upon the feet.  Baster Junes made known the objeet of our visit, and told him we were
not Mexienns, and would neithar infure nor earry away the god, which assurance wag necessury, a8 none of that race are permitted to look upanit, A.confercuce
was now held between the man that accompanied ns, the old leeper, and an old hag of a woman, who had comein in the meantime, and in n few minules we wers
informed that we could see Montesumna, The old woman waa digpatched to bring it in, who returned after a short absence, emrying somothing in her arms,
wrapped up in an old dloth, which she placed carefully upon the floor, The eloth was then removed, and their favorite god stood before our eyes, I was much
disappolinted in its appearance, it being a much ruder affair than I was propared to see. I had expected to see something in imitation of man or benst, but thers
was presented to onr sight an object that nelther resembled anything wpon the eartly, in the heaven above, nor in the gea henenth, and I felt thatb it could hardly be
sinful in the poor, ignorant Indiansg to full down and worship it.

“The god Montezumn is made of tanned skin of somo gort, and the form is cirenlar, being nbout 9 inches in height, and the same in dinmeter. The top
{8 covered with the same material, but the lower end is open, and one-hall is pninted red and the other green. Upon the green side is fashioned the rudo
representation of a man’s fage. 2 oblong apertures in the skin, in the shapo of right angled triangles, with the bases inwnvd, aro tho eyes; there 1s no nose,
and n cirgular piece of leather, fastened about 2 inches below the eyes, represents the mouth; and ¢ similar picees, 1 on cach side, opposite the outer corners of
the eyes, nre intended for the ears, This completes the personnel of the god, with the addition of a small tuft of leather upon the top, which is dressed with
foathers when it is brought out to be worshiped upon publie days, The 8 Indians present looked upon it with the preatest apparent veneration, who knelt
around it in the most devout mapnner, and went through o fovm of prayer, while one of the number sprinkled upon it a white powder. Mateo, the Indlan who
accompanied us, spoke in proise of Montezuma, and told vs that it was god, and the brother of god. After contemplating this singular speotacle for a few
minutes, we withdrew, quite nstonished at what we bad seen, 'Who would have helieved that within the limits of our Union, in the middle of the nineteenth
contury, there was to be found such o debased form of heathen worship? ?

a Of the dance at the pueblo of Laguna in 1884, Mr, Lummis, in “A Tramp Across the Continent, writes:

“ Lagung is the moat pleturesgue of the pueblos that axe enslly necessible; and ss the railroad runs at the very base of the great dome of rock upon which
the quaing, terraced houses are huddled, there {s no difleulty in reaching it. Onthe summit of the rock is the plaza, or large publie square, surrounded on a1l sides
Ly the tall housewalls and entered only by 3 nayrow alleys. We hastened up the sloping Lill by one of the strange footpaths which the patient feet of 2 centuries
have worn 8 inches deep in the solid rock, and entered the plaza, It was a remarkable sight. The liousetops were brillinnt with a gorgecusly appareled throng
of Indian gpectators, watching with brenthless interest the strange scene at their feet. Up and down the plazn’s smooth floor of solid rock the 80 dancers were
lenping, marching, wheeling, in perfect thythm to the wild ehant of the chorus, and to the pom, pom of a huge drum, Their faces weve welrdly besmenred
with vermilion, and npon thelr heads were war bonnets of eagle feathers. Some carried bows and arrows, some claborate tormahawks (though that was never
a characteristie weapon of the TPucblo Indians), some lauces and shields, and a few revolvers and Winchesters. They were siripped to the walst and wore
curious skirts of buckskin reaching to the lknee, ponderous silver belts, of which some dnncers had 2 or 3 apiece, and ondless profusion of silver broeelets and
rings, silver, turquoise, and cornl necklaces and earrings, and sometimes beauntifully bended buckskin leggings. The captain or leader had o massive necklace
of the terrible claws of the grizzly bear., He was a superb Apollo in bronze, fully 6 feet 8 inches tall, and straight ag an arrow. is leng, raven Liair was done
up in a curions wad on the top of his head and gtuek Ml of eagle feathers, His loggings were the most elaborate I ever saw, ono solid mass behind of clegant
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From the town we walked to the spring, a little more than a mile away. Tollowing the palh slong and around
the foot of a high hill of lava and voleanic rock, beneath which crops out a sandstone ledge, we came to the
fountain, which I was told had never failed in its supply during the most severe droughts. Colonel Marmon told
me it had always been the favorite trysting place of the young. The pretty group we found there did not regard
our presence as intrusive in the least. Down the smooth sides of the sand rock are deep grooves worn by the
children, who use it on pleasant days for the innocent pastime of sliding. We climbed up over this spot to the
Iava and voleanic rock and onto the top of the hill. From the summit I was shown the ancient shores and now
fertile bed of the lake that was once there, and from which the pueblo takes its name, Taguna, Iere I saw for the
firsh thme a live horned toad. Colonel Marmon called my attention to it, and certainly there was never a more
invulnerable looking little Latrachian; it was almost repulsive, 3 inches long, a small head, large clliptically
shaped body, 4 legs of nearly equal length, and a short, pointed tail, wide at the base, all eovercd with a suit of
armor of bony or shell-like substance; there was the casque, or helmet, with horns for plumes, the gorget, arm
Pleces, gauntlets, backpiece, and jambes, each in place, and most exquisitely jointed. One morning, with Robert
Marmon, I rode over to the mesa She-nat-sa. It is nearly 3 miles south, between a billowy sea of sand hills
and the mesa Tim-me-yah, Tt was accessible only on the east side. Leaving our liorscs, we walled up the rather
narrow and difficult path, and spent a great part of the forenoon examining and poking about in its ancient ruins,
They cover an area of about 10 acves, the eutire surface of the mesa. Mr. Marmon found a copper bracelet, which
he gave me, and T was further forbmmte in finding & stone ax of cousiderable size and weight and many pretby
pieces of broken pottery. The place was undoubtedly selected as an abode on account of ifs position and natural
defensive strength.  The country for many miles about ean be seen from any part of the silent mesa. In the days
when it was peopled, and the lookout sat in the old watchtower, the marauding Indians of the plains could not
approach without being discovered in time to signal the herders to come in with their flocks and the husbandman
to leave the fields. That part of the plain north to the San Jose river was usged in those early days for agricultural
purposes; the canals and ditches, dug and graded for irrigation, are mostly buried under the sand hills, The sand
hills are literally moving from the southwest to the northeast, the changes being noticeable after the high winds
that prevail at different times of the year. Remains of the old canals and ditches ave constantly coming to light,
which must have been huried during centuries. To the south and west the plain gradually rvises up to the Tineh
and Coyote mesas; on the south, looking far over Laguna, are the beautiful peaks of the San Mateo mountaing,
which rise over 11,000 feet above the sea, and away to the northeast down the San Jose valley stand the glistening
walls of the mesag of the Cafion Cajoe, all affording pleasing views. We desconded to whore our horses were,
mounted, and reached home just in time to escape a severe sand storm, which began about noon and continued for
2 days.

Several small villages belonging to the Laguna government are Mesita Negra, about 5 miles enst; Paguate, 10
miles north ; Encinal, 9 miles northwest; Paraje, 6 miles o little north of west; Santa Ana, 4 miles west; Casa
Blanco, 6 miles west, and Seama, 8§ miles west. The people of these smaller towns, aside from tho corn they
cultivate, raise abundance of fruit, such as grapes, peaches, plums, melons, ete. The San Jose valloy might
all be under cultivation; but, considering the great difficulties the natives have to overcome in the way of ivrigation,
it is astonishing that they accomplish as much as they do, Mr. Marmon accompanied me to Acoma, and on our
way he pointed out the fields which the Lagunians cultivate, and where they expended much patient toil in huilding
a large dam for the storage of water to use in times of drought. Under the direction of a compslent enginoer these
very worthy and industrious people could easily accomplish this work, which wonld be of everlasting benelit to
them. Xind nature has provided the means, Theve is stone of every size and alveady fashioned, cement, clay,
gravel, etc., and willing hands ready to begm the undertnkmg for no other consideration than the common good

beadwork. He carried in his hand o long, steel-pointed ]nnce, (lu,omted \\1(:11 many gny—mlmed 1iblmns, nud he uﬂul Lhiq muclx al‘Lor the !'nshion of n dmm
major,

“When we fivst arrived upon the scene, and for half an hour thereafter, the dancers were formed in a rectangle, standing 6 abvenst and § deep, jumping wp
and down In a gort of rudimentary clogstep, keeping fanltless time and censelossly chanting to the *musie’ of 2 snall Bass drams. The words were not
particularly thrilling, consisting chieily, it seemed to my uniutored ear, of ‘Ho! o-o-o-hi! Ha! Ho! Al ITol” but the chant was o genunine melody, though
different in all ways from any tuno you will hear elsewhers, Then the leader gave a yelp like o dog, and started oft” over the smootlt rock floor, the whole chorus
following in single file, leaping high into the air and ecoming down, firat on one feot und then on the other, one kneo siif and the other bent, and atill Ringing
at tho top of their lungs, No matter iow high they jumped, they all enme down in unison with each other, and with the tap of the rude drams. No elog dancer
could keep more perfect time to music than do these gueer leapers, The evolufions of their ‘grand march’ ave loo intricate for deseription, and would
completely bewilder a fashionable lender of the german. They wound around in suakelike figures, now and then falling lnto strange but regular groups, never
getling confused, never missing n step of their laborious lenping. And such endurance of lung and mugele! They keep up their jumping aud shouting all day
end all night. During the whole of this serpentine dance the drums and the chorus kept up their dlamor, while the leader punclunted the chant by a serles of
wild whoops at regular intervals, All the time, too, while their Jegs were busy, their arms were not less so.  They kept brandishing aloft their various weapons
in a mignifieant style that ‘would make & man hunt fall grassif he saw them out on the plains,’ as Phillips declaved. And as for atfentive nudiences, no
American star ever had such a one as that which watched the Christmas danee at Lagunn. Those 800 men, women, and children all stood looking on in
decorous silenes, never moving n muselo nor uttering asound. Only once did they relax their gravity, and that was at our coming,

‘*My nondescript appearance, as I climbed up a house nnd sat down on the roof, was too much for them, as well it might be, The sombrero, with ils
snakeskin band; the knife and 2 six-ghooters in my belt; the bulging duck coat; long fringed, snowy leggings; the skunkskin dangling from my blaukel roll, and
last, but not lenst, the stuffed coyote over my shoulders, looking natural as life, made up a picture I feel sure they never saw before, ahd probably never will see
again, They must have thought me Pa-pulc-ke-wis, the wild man of the plains. A lobof the children erowded around me, and when I canghb the eoyote by
the neck and shook ib, at the same time growling ab them savagely, they jumped nway and the whole assembly was convulsed with Inughter. For howrs we
watched the strange, wild spectacle, until the sinking sun warned us to be moving, and we reluctantly turned our faces westwrd,”
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it would be. Mr. Marmon told me that a great deal of bad feeling existed between Laguna and Acoma on account of
a storage reservoir which they had built together for mutual benefit. Many Laguna families own and hold fields
in the valley of Acoma up to a line separating their territory from that of their neighbors, which had been agreed
upon in years long gone by, and their rights recognized down to the present time; but last summer the people of
Acoma denied them water from the reservoir, in consequence of which their corn crops were very poor. Laguna
sent a delegation of their principal men to confer with a similar body at Acoma and demand their rights. Acoma
claimed that there was not sufficient water for their own use, which statement Laguna denied, charging that Acoms
was carelessly or intentionally wasting the water. They came to no settlement. The governor of Laguna then
appealed to the Indian agent at Santa Fe, who paid no attention to his grievances. Tinally, through another
source, word was sent impressing upon the agent the urgency of the matter and the necessity of its immediate
attention and settlement. e came down, went over to Acoma, asked what the trouble was, and wag told to ““go to
hell ?; he disobeyed the order and went back to Santa Fe,and the cornfields of the Lagunians, in the valley of
Acoma, went dry. .

Acoma is but 16 miles from Laguna, and the road by way of Casa Blanco is very good, from which point: if
leads up a gentle ascent to the upper valley or plain. Reaching the top the first ohject of interest that witracts the
eyo is the mesa Incantado, standing in the middle of the plain, its perpendicnlar walls of red sandstone vising
1,000 feet. Our way lay to the right of this enchanted table rock and through & considerable growth of “stunted
timber, pine and cedar, beyond which, to the right and left, the mountains rise to great heights and take every form
imaginable; gothic spires, towers, domes, and eastern mosques are distributed, one after another, in grand array.
Among the most curious to me were Roca Ventana and Olla (pronounced Ole-yra). All have Spanish names, which
the natives use in designating them.

ACOMA.,

' Reaching the open plain, we came within view of the rock of Acoma, and were in a little while watering omr
horses at the reservoir, over which the 2 pueblos are quarreling. The water was very low and there were evidences
of recent neglect. The rock of Acoma bears the pueblo of that name. Tt seems unreasonable that such a sito should
have been selected by its founders for a habitation except for protection against the more warlike {ribes that
infested the great plains, roaming at will, preying upon their fields, and later their herds.  The distance to wood
and water, the enormous daily labor required to provide for the necessaries of life, could not have been endured
through all the centuries the Indians have lived there but for the absolute security the natural fortress gave them,
Its walls of sandstone rise 200 feet out of the plain and are studded with deep recosses and grottoes that look more
and more gloomy and forbidding as they are approached. Arriving at the southwaest side of tho rock, we left our
team in the shadow of ome of the towering monoliths that have been separated by erosion from the parent moesa
and took a short cut along the ridge of an immense sand hill, the upper end of which banks against tho rock
about halfway up. Originally there was but one path that led to the top, the larger one of two now used; the
other has been made practicable by the sand drift which has formed in recent years. The climb from where the
sand stops is steep and difficult, and in some places steps have been cut out of the solid rock. We, however,
reached the summit in safety, and after a few minutes’ walk over its rough surface, entered the pueblo, (w)

a Mr, G, I, Lummis thus writes of the pueblo of Acoma; .

“ Cubero i the nearest station to the most wonderful aboriginal city on earth, eliff built, cloud swept, matehless Acoma. Indead, it is probably the most
remarkable city in the world, Perched upon the level summit of a great ‘box? of roclk, whose perpendicnlar sides are nearly 400 feet high, nud reached by
some of the dizziest paths ever trodden by human feet, the prehistorie town looks ncross the wilderness, Ils quaint terrnced houses of gray adobe, its huge
church (hardly less wonderful than the pyramids of Tgypt as o monument of patient toil), its gront reservoir in the solid rock, ils superh scenery, its romautic
history, and the strange customs of its 100 people, all are rife with interest to the few Amerienns who visit the isolated city, Neither history nor tradition tells
us when Acoma was founded. The pucblo was once situated on top of the mesa Encantata (enchanted table-land), whicl: rises 700 feet in nir near the mcean now
ocenpled, 400 years ago or so, & frightful storm swept away the enormous leaning roclk, which served as a lndder, and the patient people, who were away ab the
time, had to build a new city. The present Acomn was an old town when the first Europenn, Coronndo, the famous Spanish oxplorer, saw it in 1540, With
that its anthentic history begins, n strange, weird history, in scattered fragments, for which we must delve nmong the curious *memorials® of the Spanish
conquerors and the seant records of the heraic priests. 13 miles south, up a valley of growing beauty, we eame to the hone of these strange sky-dwellers, o butte
of roclk nearly 400 feet tall and 70 acresin aren,

*'We were handsomely entertained in the comfortnble and roomy house of Martin Valle, the 7-times governor of the pucblo, o fine-faced, kindly, stitl
active man of 90, who rides Lis plunging broneo to-day as Armly as the best of them, and who in the years since our first meeting has become a valued friend,
With him that day was his herculean war eaptain, Faustino, I doubt if there was ever carved s manlier frame than Faunstino's, and certain it is that thore
never was o face neaver the ideal Mars. A grand, massive head, outlined in strengih rather than delieacy ; great, rugged features, yot superbly moulded withal ;
an cye like a lion’s, nose and forehead full of character, and a jnw which was massive but not brutal, ecalm bub inexorable as fate. I have never seen o finer faco,
that is, for a man whose trade is war. Of course, it would hardly fit a professor’s shoulders. But it will always stand out in my memory, with but 2 or 3 others,
the most remarkable types I have ever encountered, One of the -comneil accompanied us, too, a kindly, intelligent old man named José Miguel Chino, since
gone to sleep in the indeterminate jumble of the gray grnveyard. .

“In a *strect’ paved with the cternal voeck of the mesn were a hundred children playing jubilantly, Tt was a pleasant sight, and they wove plensant
children. I have neversecn any of them fighling, and they are as bright, clean-faced, sharp-eyed, and active as you find in an Amcerican schoolyard at recess,
The boys were playing some sort of Acoma tag, and the girls mostly looked on, I don’t know that they had the seruples of the sex about hoistarons play. But
nearly every one of them carried a. fat baby brother or sister on her back, in the bight of her shaw!, These uncomplaining little nurses were from 12 yens old
down to 8, Traly, the Acoma maiden begins to be a useful member of the houselold atan early age!

“Coming back from an exploralion of the great ¢churceh, with its historie paintings and the dizzy ‘stone ladder’ where the patient moceasing of untold
generations have worn their imprint 8 inches deep in the roek, T found the old governor sitting at his door, indulging in the charncteristic ‘ shave® of his
beople. He was impassively pecking sway at his bronze cheeks and thinking about some matter of stute, The aborigine does not put o razor to hig face, hut
goes to the root of the mafter, plucking out each hirsute newcomer bodily by pinch of finger nails, or with knife blade against his thwnb, or with tweezors.
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THE PUEBLO INDIANS OF NEW MEXICO. 125

The pueblo of Acoma consists of several long rows of 3-gtoried buildings, all facing the south, built of flay
stone and rubble, The upper stories are used for dwellings, the lowoer for stovage. Ifrom the sides they present
the appearance of 3 giant steps, the lowest reached by o forest of ladders. There are narrow parlition stone
staivs that lead to the upper stories. These landings are the private front yards and balconies. Wo found the
silversmith of Acoma, in an almost nude state, taking a sun bath on one of them, his aged wife and children
about him, occupied with some little work of a domestic nature. He satupon the earth floor and leaned against the
wall of the house. . Tied about his hoad was a red searf, avound the neck a common string, from which was suspended
a Dbeautiful arrowpoint of white quartz, which looked still whiter by contrast with the dark, reddish brown breast
upon which it lay. A small blanket, one end of which he sat upon, was thrown carelessly across the lap, and his
ankles were covored with a sort of kit leggings, intended to reach the knees, but which had fallen down in wrinkles,
and looked all the move picturesque. Fmaciated and weak, he did not look up until spoken to, when his long, gray
locks fell back, exposing & pair of large turquoise earrings that would have delighted any lady to possess. I bought
from one of his daughters o silver ring set with a pretty piece of turquoise and was obliged to pay hor an additional
price for putting it on my finger. She would make a good worker in any church fair.  Near the silversmithis, in
ona of the upper dwellings, wo got dinner, my first in an Indian pueblo.  We sat on the floor.  The firgh course was
watermelon, then came a kind of mutton stew, with vogetables, mostly ehili, and piping hot, served in Jarge Lowls,
and 2 kind of hard graham bread, served in one of the curious Apache willow baskets, The coffee (?), made of
parched peas, over which boiling water was ponred and allowed to stand for a time, was very pleasant,  The meal
altogether we thoroughly enjoyed. North of the jown is a great nutural veservoir, where the people abtain the water
ordinarily used. That part of the mesa is slightly lower than the town and receives the rainfall of a considerablo
area, through which source and melting snow the reservoir is supplied. Their drinking water ig obtained from
springs far away from the rock, though I was told many of the families used that of the reservoiv, which must be very
unhealthy. On the southern side of the puchlo, commanding an extended view of the country below and beyond,
stands the old Spanish mission, facing the east. It is built of adobe, and its thick south wall is wasting away, as
are also its huge towers, once square, which rise just high enough above the roof to admit of belfiies, Attached to
the north side of the church is a structuve of considerable dimension, inclosing an opoen cowrt.  Except the
northern end, where it is 2 stories, it is 1 story high. A corridor runs entively around the inner side, withlarge oblong
openings that look out upon the court and give light to the passageway, through and out of which entrance is made
to the many dismal cells, sleeping places, no doubt, of the Tranciscan friavs in the carly times, The second stovy
is reached by a winding, stone stairway, leading up from the junction of the north and oasb corridors to a small hall
econnecting with a suite of cheery rooms that look to the south upon the court and a pavilion, flanking the northeast
corner of the building.

The rooms had been frescoed, but it must have been long ago, for much of the decoration hag disappeared,
though enough is left to show the simple and neat Indian design of line and color, The pavilion is a pleasant
rotreat; its floor is of cement, and the balustrade, columns, and ceiling are of curiously earved wood, much eracked
and decayed by age. It overlooks the pueblo, the plain below, and far mountuins. This apariment, so suggestive
of superiority, was probably occupied by the head of the religions ovder. .

The walled yard in front of the chureh has been, sinee the edifico was raised, the burial place of Acoma’s dead,
and many thousand bodies are said to be interred there. There would be a rich find, should the place ever be dug
up, of old pueblo pottery, ornaments of silver and beads of shell and turquoise, and other kinds, which the natives,
in earlier times invariably buried with their dead,  The church was Jocked, but wo found & door within the annexed
building, whieh admitted us to the gallery by climbing some muceh worn adobe stairs.  The hour was gelting lato,
and the diminishing lght would not permit of our sceing distinetly tho altar and decorations at the other end of the
long auditory. We met a young, intelligent Iooking Indiamn as wo loft the churchyard, who, speaking in good
English, asked to talk with us. Ie said lie was educated at Carlisle and had returned to Acoma, hig former home,
to live, but was forced to go away and had taken up a temporary abode at the small station 14 miles north on
the railroad, called McCarty. Ile desired to live and dress as white people did, but had been publicly whipped

The governar's ‘razor’ was & unique and ingenions affalr, Ile had taken the hrass sholl of 0 45-60 rifle cavtrldge, split it nemly to the base, finttened the 2
sides, filed their edges true, and given them a slight spread at the fovk, Thus hoe goba pair of tweezers better adajpted to lils work than the Amorienn style.
With this he was coolly agsaulting his kindly old face, mechanically and methodleally, nover winelng ab the oporation,

* As wo taliked in dlsjointed Spauish, [ saw o very wonderful thing, such o thing s 1s probably not to be seen again in a Wetime, An old eronp eame in
earrying A G-months' habe. Yhe was 100 years old, toothless (for a wonder, for Acomn tepth nre long-lived), snow-haired, and bony, lub nob bant, 8Bhe and the
infant were the extremes of ¢ gonerntions, for it was hov great-great-grent-grent-grondehiid that dangled in her shawl, T sauw the grandmother,
great-grandmother, and great-grent-grandmother of the ehild aftorward, the mother buing abgent at Acomitn. Poor old woman! Think of her baving cored
for 5 generations of measles, croup, colie, and cholera infantum!

“There was o wounderful foot tace that day, too, between half o dozen young men of Acomn aud an equal number from Laguna, Theve were several
hundred dollnrg’ worth of ponies and blankets upon the vace, and muel loud talking aeeompnnied the preliminaries. Then the ranners and the judges wont
down fo the plain, while every ono else guthered on the edge of tho clift. At the gignal, the 12 lthe, clean-fuced nthlotes atarvtod off Yke deer, Thotr runuing
costime consisted of the dark-blua patarabo, or brecchelont, and their sinewy trunks and 1imhs were bave. Tach slde hnd a slick sbout the slve of o Tead
pencll, and as they ran they hnd to kick this nlong in frons of them, nevor touchlng it with the fingers, Tho conrge wis sround o wide cirenit, which included
the mesn of Acomsn and several other big hills, Iwns told afterward that the distance was n good 25 mifes, The Acoma boys, who won tho race, did 16in 2
hours and 81 minutes, which wonld be good running, even withont the stick kicking arrangement,”
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126 STATISTICS OF INDIANS.

by order of the governor of Acoma for continuing to wear his hair short and refusing to comply with some other
trivial orders that were intended to make him give up his new ideas. Ie had long been convineced that education
was the only salvation of his peopls, and sadly regretted that a large majority were opposing the govermment’s
efforts to enlighten them. His brother and he, he said, owned a herd of sheep and goats; that his hrother believed
in the new road, but would remain at home and look after their joint interests while he went out into the world to
further improve himself; that it was his intention to take his young wife to Albuquerque and put her in the
government school there; that he would find work at his trade, slating, and devote his leisure time to mathematics.
He hoped his people would open their eyes to the new condition and throw off their sleepy old ways., At this
moment a pretty little Indian woman rode up astride a burro with gay trappings. He told us she was hisg wife,
which ghe understood, and gave in acknowledgment a graceful nod of the head and one of the sweetest of smiles,

Continuing, he said, “If you can say a good word for us do so, please; we ask no other assistance, for we hoth
are young and can look after ourselves, but before saying good-by let me give you my address”, and he wrote in my
notebook his * white name ? thus: ¢ Jas. L. Miller, Pueblo of Acoma, P, Q. McCarty, Valencia Co., N. M.” Shaking
hands, he jumped on the burre behind his wile, and they soon disappeared down the trail. All the while we wero
there the governor could not be found, though his house was visited several times. We descended by the old trail
and met numerous herds of horses, burros, sheep, and goats coming up, followed by their attendants, who made
the rock walls ring with. occasional song and merry laughter. Marmon’s horses neighed as we approached, and
all were soon ready for the return, which was made easily and in quick time, owing to our good team, the long,
brilliant twilight, and a quartering moon. The next morning I met Captain Pradt, and woe spent several days
together.

Mr, Mamnon enumerated the Zufiis for the Eleventh Census and encountered considerable opposition at the
beginning of his work, but was successful. Ilo gave me a paper containing some complaints and requests which
the Zuflig desired he should make known to the proper authoritics in Washington, which I afterward gave to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs while journeying from Fort Wingate to Keams Cafion.

‘When I got back to Fort Wingate in December it was to find the post almost deserted and much uneasiness
among many of those who remained because of their rather unprotected sitnation. The Navajos woere quarreling
among themselves over a recent killing, committed by one Pinto, who had collected his followers to rosist the
extraordinary demand for horses, sheep, goats, and beads made by the relatives of the dead Indians as an offset
to their loss. All sorts of rumors were whispered about. It was impossible to get any conveyance to Zuiii, and
the situation necessitated my going to Gallup for transportation; so, after a day’s rest under the hospitable
roof of Dr. Washington Matthews, tho post surgeon, I went there and made arrangements, and had the good
luck to again meet Captain Pradt, of Taguna, who willingly consented to accompany me.

The morniug of our departure was not encouraging. We reached Monsheimer’s ranch, which is adjacent to
that of Pinto’s, in the Znfil mountaing, a little hefore noon, a distance of 12 miles. Tt rained and snowed. On the
upper ridges and levels a great deal of snow had fallen. The gathering darkness found us at the camp of a small
number of Navajos, among the. pifions, at the upper end of a large valley, where they had taken their herds of
sheep and goats for grazing.  Wo passed them, and about 9 o’clock made our camyp in an abandoned Navajo hogan
(hut). The roands were o heavy from melting snow and rain that we only reached Dan Duboig’ the next day,
18 miles farther on. The roof of his ranch leaked. A great part of the night was ‘ put in? with Indian gossip
and sbories. Dubois married the daughter of the great Navajo chief, Manulito, and has a great deal of influence
among the Navajos, and is called by them “ the old man .

| ZUNT.

The next day, just at sunset, we came in sight of Zufii., It lies in a great plain, or valley, through which the
Zuili river runs, and the view was most welcome and beautiful. The great expanse of landscape before us, under
the glowing twilight, bathed in reflected gold and purple, in the center of which picture, far off in the plain in
indistinet outline and somber aspect, rested the pueblo, with a curtain of smoke lazily rising upward and toward
the east, made certainly an entrancing seene. :

We drove to Mr. Graham’s, the post trader, who, anticipating our arrival, made it a pleagant one by providing
an excellent, warm supper and inviting to meet us many of the prineipal men, among whom I shall remember the
thoughtful and finely cut face of Patricio Pinor, the ex-governor, and the staunch friend of Mr. Cushing,

On account of the govere storm that had prevailed for a number of days the streets of the town were in a
horrible condition, and looked as if they were never cleaned. They are now higher than the ground floors of the
houses, though they were evidently once on the same level. Some of the terraced buildings are b stories high,
reached by clumsy ladders and narrow partition steps of adobe or stone. All' those visited were very clean inside,
but as a general rule cheerless and sadly lacking in comforts. ¢ Doby ? (adobe) or stone benches, 12 or 14 inches
high, are built along the sides of the rooms, sometimes on one side only, affording about the only seats, Sheepsking
and small blankets are provided to make these seats more comfortable. In a corner is always to be found a large and
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¥o.i. A Male Cachina, 10 inches high,  No. 2. A Femals Caching, 14 inches high.
No. 6. Head Dress of a Goddess, § inches high.

No.3. & Clay God, 4 inches high.  No. 4. Moqui Boomerang. Mo 5. AClay God; 44 inches high

No.7. A Board Represonting a Female Cachina, 30 inches high,
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