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CHAPTER XIL—COLOR, RACE, AND TENURE OF FARM OPERATOR

Introduction.—In the 1950 Census of Agriculture, much of the
information was tabulated by four major classifications, viz, («)
gize of farm (as measured by total land area in the farm); (b)
color and tenure of operator; (¢) economic class of farm; and
(d) type of farm. KFach of the classifications provides a de-
tailed picture of our agricultural resources and the utilization of
the resources by different producing groups.

This chapter presents statirties for farms by color, race, and
tenure of the farm operator. The statistics by the tenure under
which farm operators held the land they operated include such
Jtems as number of farms, land in farms, value of land and
buildings, land use, operator characteristics, facilities and equip-
ment, farm labor, farm expenditures, principal classes of live-
stock, major crops, and sales of farm produects. In presenting
data by tenure, primary emphasis is placed on the number of
farms, land in farms, value of land and buildings, and land use.

Statistics by color and race of operator are limited to number
of farms, land in farms, land use, and a few other items, Many
of the data presented by color are restricted to the Southern
States. Data for only a few of the major items are shown
separately for Negroes, Indians, and other races comprising the
nonwhite group. Most of the data shown by color or by race
are presented for each color or race by tenure.

Sources of data.—The data presented are from the 1950 Census
of Agriculture with comparative data from earlier censuses.
Some of the data shown, particularly those for items presented
for cornmercial farms only, represent estimates based upon reports
for only a sample of farms. (See chapter XIIT for a definition
of commercial and other farms.) All tables which include esti-
mates based on a sample of the farms have a headnote indicating
which of the figures represent estimates for a sample. When
only a part of the 1950 data in a table are based on the sample,
the sample information is shown in italics.

The estimates based on the sample do not agree exaetly with
the totals for enumerated data for all farms and are subject
to sampling errors. Tables giving reliability of estimates, based
on the sample, are given in the Introductiom to this volume,
The Introduction also presents a description of the procedures
used in the enumeration and processing of the statistics and
of the sampling plan used in 1950. ‘

Presentation of the statistics.—The statistics are presented as
totals for the continental United States, for 3 major regions, 9
geographic divisions, and for each of the 48 States and the District
of Columbia. An outline map shewing the States and the geo-
graphic divisions and regions for which totals are shown appears
in the Introduction to thig volume.

Comparable data from earlier censuses provide a measure of
the changes -that have taken place from census to census. Most
of the available comparative data are shown for the United
States, Comparative data for regions, divisions, and States are
shown only for selected census years. Headnotes, footnotes, or
the wording of the stub or of the column headings indicate
any significant lack of comparability with earlier census years
which may have resulted from changes in the wording of the

inquiries, in the instructions or definitions, or in the procedures
followed in collecting and compiling the data.

Averages, percentages, and other derived data are provided as
aids in using and analyzing the statistics. Except for value of
farm land and buildings, both totals and derived data are shown
for the United States for all items. The values for land and
buildings shown by tenure of operator, are on & per-farm and a
per-acre basis. Derived data only are shown by divisions and
States for some items. The totals on which these derived data
have been based may be found in Economic Area Tables 6 and 10
in Volume I.

The tables are supplemented by charts and maps which show
graphically some of the more significant facts included in the
tables.

Other published data.—Data for counties by color and tenure
of the farm operator are shown in Volume I of the 1850 Census
of Agriculture reports. Data for counties by tenure of operator
include a classification of all farms by tenure showing the number
of farms, land in farms, and cropland harvested,-and a count of
commercial and other farms (part-time, residential, and abnor-
mal), by major tenures. For white and nonwhite operators, only
the number of farms is shown for all counties. For all counties
in the South and for seven counties in southeastern Missouri,
figures for the number of farms, land in farms, and cropland
harvested are shown for white and nonwhite operators by tenure.

Data for State economic areas (groups of counties within the
State having similar agricultural, demographie, climatic, physio-
graphic, and cultural characteristics) are also shown in Volume I
for commercial farms by tenure of operator. These data include
number of farms, land in farms, value of land and buiidings, 1and
use, operator characteristics, farm facilities and equipment, prin-
cipal classes of livestock, principal crops, expenditures, and
farm labor.

Some data, by color and tenure of the farm operator, not shown
in Volume II appear in Volume I. For each of the 48 States, data
for number of farms, land in farms, and land use are shown by
tenure for white and nonwhite operators in State Table 14 of
Volume I. For each of the Southern States, characteristics of
commerclal farms by tenure are shown for white and nonwhite
operators in State Tables 15 and 16. These totals include data
for the same items shown for commercial farms by tenure for ~
State economic areas in Volume I. Data relating to hired farm
labor and wage rates are shown for each of the Southern States,
for farms of white and nonwhite operators, and for the commercial
farms for each color by tenure of operator, ix_l State Tables 20 and
25 in Volume I,

Statistics are presented for multiple-unit operations in Volume
V, part 2, of the reports for the 1950 Census of Agriculture. A
multiple-unit operation is defined as a landlord holding of two or
more subunits (Census-defined farms) one of which may consist
of land not assigned to tenants, including croppers, but the other
subunit or subunits must represent land assigned to croppers,

Statistics regarding farms and farm characteristics by the
other major classifications of farms are presented in Chapter X,
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Size of Farm”; Chapter XII, “Economic Clags of Farm”; and
Chapter XIII, “Type of Farm.” A count of commercial farms by
fenure of operator was made by size of farm, by type of farm, and
by economic class of farm. These counts are shown for the
United States in table 20 of this chapter, and for each State In
Economic Area Table 10 in Volume I. A percentage distribution
pof farms by tenure of operator for each economic class of farm
is shown for States in chapter XII, and of commercial farms by
tenure of operator for each type of farm in chapter XIII of this
volume, A percentage distribution of commercial farms by size
of farm for each tenure is shown for States in this chapter.

Additional information on characteristics of farm operators
by color and tenure of operator appears in chapter II, and on
farm labor and wage rates by tenure of operator in chapter IV, of
this volume,.

A description of the plan of presentation of the data tabulated
from the 1950 Census of Agriculture, is given in the Introduction
to this volume. Items covered im fhe census of agriculture are
shown by the facsimile of the agriculture questionnaire appearing
in the Appendix.

History of Census classifications by ocolor and tenure of farm
operator—Census data were first classified by tenure of the farm
operator in the 1880 Census. For the Census of 1880 and that
of 1890, only the number of farms was classified by tenure. Clas-
sifications by color and race of the farm operator and cross-
clagsifications by color and tenure were first made in the Census
of 1900. The classifications and cross-classifications by tenure,
color, and race, and the items of information available by these
clagsifications have varied from census to census. In 1880 and
1800, date were published on the number of farms cultivated by
owners, the number of farms rented, the number rented for a fixed
money rental, and the number rented for a share of products.

The particular tenure classes used for each census and their
relation to the 1950 classification are shown in table 1. ¥or all
years, the color clagsification has consisted of two groups, white
and nonwhite, with the nonwhite further classified by race for the
decennial censuses,

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Definitions and explanations in this chapter are limited to those
which have a particular significance in respect to the presentation
of statistics by color, race, and tenure of the farm operator, Def-
initions and explanations of general application are included in
the Introduction to this volume and those for specific items may
be found in the chapters of this volume dealing with those sub-
jects. The descriptive terms and explanations refer principally
to the 1950 Census of Agriculture, although, in general, they are
also applicable to earlier censuses. The definitions consist pri-
marily of a résumé of the questionnaire wording, occasionally sup-
plemented by the more essential parts of instructions and pro-
cedures for enumerating and processing the questionnaires, TFor
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the exact phrasing of the inquiries, reference should be made to
the facsimile of the 1950 Census of Agriculture Questionnaire
shown in the Appendix,

A farm.—For the 1950 Census of Agriculture, places of 8 or
more acres were counted as farms if the value of agricultural
products in 1949, exclusive of home gardens, amounted to $150 or
more. The agricultural products could have been either for home
use or for sale. Places of less than 3 acres were counted as
farms only if the value of sales of agricultural products in 1949
amounted to $150 or more,

If a landiord had croppers or other tenants, the land assigned
each cropper or other tenant was considered a separate farm.
Land retained by the landlord and worked by him with the help
of family and/or hired labor was likewise considered a farm,

For the 1945 and earlier censuses of agriculture, the definition
of a farm was somewhat more inclugive than for 1950. (The
Introduction to this volume presents a discussion of the effect of
changes in definition of a farm on the number of farms.)

Farm operator.—A ‘farm operator” is a person who operates
a farm, either performing the labor himself or directly super-
viging it. He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant,
renter, or share cropper. If he rents land to others or has land
cropped for him by others, he is listed as the operator of only
the land which he retains. In the case of a partnership, only
one of the partners was considered as the operator. The number
of farm operators is considered the same as the number of farms.

Land owned, rented, and managed.—Replies to inguiries on land
owned, land rented from others, land managed for others, and
land rented to others determined the land to be included in each
farm and also provided the basis for the classification of farm
operators aceording to the tenure under which they held the land
they operated. For most States, these inguiries were worded
as follows:

OWNED LAND:
[8] How many acres of land do you OWN?___________.__...... 0 None.... ...
(W

hole acres)
(If you own more than one tract of land, INCLUDE ALL
I.N o . ' not only

'

LAND RENTED FROM QTHERS:
9. How many acres of land de you RENT FROM others, in-
cluding any worked on shares? ... oo ns [m] Nt(me ..........
W]

hole acres)

(Include any separate fields, meadows, pasture land, woodland,

wasteland, ete. Also include 1and used by you rent free.)
If“None," check and skip to question [13]

LAND MANAGED FOR OTHERS:

(If you ma.uafe lIand for others and also operate land on your
own account, fill a separate questionnaire for each operation,)

LAND RENTED TO OTHERS:
14. How many acres are RENTED TO others, including land
worked on shares? .. _____ ... ONone........._
"Whole acres
(Include any separate felds rented to others, Land worked by ¢ )
members of your household with your equipment should not ba
considered asrented to others.)

15, Acres in this Place.—To obtain this acreage, add acres
owned (question 8) and acres rented from others (question 9); then
subtract the acres rented to others (question 14)

Acres]
(It a hired manager, subtract acres in question 14 from acres in ¢ )
question 13.)

In the West, the wording of the note under the inquiry for
land rented from others included an instruction to omit grazing
lands used under government permit. In the South, the inquiry
on land rented to others stressed the inclusion under this inquiry
of land worked on shares by croppers or tenants.

The acres in the farm were obtained by adding the acres owned
and acres rented from or worked on shares for others, and sub-
tracting the acres rented to or worked on shares by others. If
4 farm was operated by a hired manager, the person in charge was

asked the total acreage managed for his employer. From this
total managed acreage, was subtracted any of the acreage which
was rented to or worked on shares by others.

In earlier censuses, the enumerator was instructed to include
as acres in the farm all land rented from others and to exclude
all land rented to others. Omnly that portion of the acreage owned
and the acreage rented from others which was retained by
the farm operator was to be reported.

For 1950, the replies to the inquiries on land owned, land rented
from others, land managed, and land rented to others provided
a basis for classifying land in farms according to whether owned,
rented, or managed by the farm operator. For operators report-
ing land owned and no land rented from others (full owners),
the owned land operated by the owner was. obtained by subtract-
ing any land rented to others. For operators (tenants) who
reported land rented from others and no land owned, the rented
land operated by the tenants was obtained by subtracting any
land subrented to others. Likewise, for operators reporting land
managed for others (managers) the managed land operated was
obtained by subtracting any land rented to others. However, for
operators who both owned land and rented land from others
(part owners) there was no way of determining whether land
rented to others represented land owned by the operator or
land rented by the operator from others.

Land owned.—Land owned includes all land which the operator
or hig wife, or both, held under title, purchase contract, home-
stead law, or as one of the heirs, or as a trustee of an undivided
estate. I'or a partnership, all the land owned by any of the
partners and operated as a partnership was to be included as
land owned. In the case of an Indian operator, land allotted
in trust and also any reservation lands assigned him for his
own use were to be considered as land owned.

Land rented from others.—Land rented from others includes
land worked on shares for others, and land used rent free, as
well as all land rented or leased under other arrangements,
Grazing land used under government permit was not included.
Open range and grazing lands used under permit were not fo be
included as land in farms.

Land managed for others.—Land managed is land operated
under the supervision of a person who is paid a wage or salary
to operate the land. All land operated for a government agency
(Federal, State, or local), a corporation, or an institution was
considered managed, even though no person was specifically desig-
nated as the farm manager. Similarly, grazing lands held or
controlled by cooperative groups, such as grazing associations,
were considered managed. Likewise, Indian reservation lands
operated for Indians and not reported by individual Indians
were considered managed. Land in Indian reservations not re-
ported by individual Indians or not rented to non-Indians was to
be reported in the name of the cooperative group using the land.
Thus, in some instances, the entire reservation was reported as
one farm,

In the office processing of the questionnaires for the 1950 Cen-
sus, land was not considered as managed if the person reported
as manager appeared to be a caretaker or hired laborer. Land
operated for employers other than government agencies, corpo-
rations, and institutions, was considered managed only if it
represented a large farm or if the value of sales of farm products
in 1949 amounted to $5,000 or more, or the inventory and produc-
tion items indicated that normally the farm could be expected
to produce for sale products amounting to $5,000 or more, (See
the Introduction to this volume for the criteria for specified
large faTms.)

Land rented to others.—Many farm operators rent land to
others. For the most part, the land rented to others represents
agricultural lands but it also includes tracts rented for residential
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF FARM OPERATORS,BY TENURE,
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or other purposes, When land is leased, rented, or cropped on
shares, the tenant or cropper is considered the farm operator,
even though his landlord may exercise supervision over his
operations, The landlord is considered as operating only that
portion of the land not assigned to tenants or croppers,

Tenure of operator,—In the 1950 Census, farm operators were
classified according to the tenure under which they held their
land on the basis of the replies to the inquiries on total land
owned, total land rented from others, and tofal land managed
for others.

Owners are farm operators who own land.

Full owners own land but do not rent land from others.
Part owners own land and rent land from others,

Managers operate farms for others and are paid a wage or
salary for their services,

Persons acting merely as caretakers or hired as laborers are
not classified as managers. Farms operated for institutions or
corporations were considered managed, even though no person
wag specifically designated as the farm manager. If a farm
operator managed land for others and also operated land on
his own account, the land operated on his own account was con-
sidered as one farm and the land managed for others as a second
farm. If a farm operator managed land for two or more em-
ployers, all the land managed was considered one farm.

Unlike most tenants, a manager usually has no capital invested
in the farm huginess. However, in some instances, he may receive
a share of the products or a share of the profits in addition to his
salary, A manager differs from a caretaker or hired worker in
that the manager has more control over the farm operations.

Tenants rent land from others or work land on shares for others.
They dn not own land,

A tenant operator may exercise independent management or
he may be closely supervised by his landlord. He may own the
livestock and equipment, or have them furnished in whole or in
part by his landlord, or he may rent work power and other equip-
ment by special arrangement with his landlord. The contractual
arrangements between landlords and tenants are extremely
varied. At one extreme, the tenant may pay a cash rental and
have full control of the land. At the other extreme, he may
be assigned to a definite acreage to work under the close super-
vigion of his landlord who provides all the productive resources
with the exception of labor, In the latter case, the tenant shares
in the risk of making a crop and receives a share of the produce
in lieu of a cash wage.

Tenants were further classified on the basis of their rental
agreement with the landlord as indicated by the replies to the
following inquiries on the questionnaire:

Does the landlerd furnish ALL the work animals or tractor power
(as a part of his share in the operation of this place)?........-...- O No 0OYes
A (a) Do you pay to your landlord any cash asrent?..
Answer | (5) Do you pay to your landlord any share of the erops?. ... 0 No O Yes
) (Such as 14, 34, 34.)
through (&) Do you pay to your landlord any share of the livestock .
roug or livestock products? (Such as 34, 48, 8. ceveeaaoon I No 83 Yes
(d) Do you have this Jand under any other arrangement?.._ O No [ Yes
(A f%’xed quantity of any product, upkeep of land and
buil)dings, payment of taxes, keep of landlord, rent free,
ete.
Cash tenants pay a cash rental, such as $10.00 per acre, or

$1,000 for the use of the whole farm.

Tenants were classed as cash tenants if they reported cash paid
as rent and no share of crops or livestock paid. This group in-
cludes those who rented tracts primarily as places of residence
when such tracts qualified as farms under the Census definition.

Share-cash tenants pay a part of the rent in cash and a part as
a share of the crops or of the livestock or livestock products.

Share tenants pay a share of either the crops or livestock or
livestock products, or a share of both. Share tenants were
further classified as—

Crop-share tenants if they paid a share of the crops and no
share of the livestock.
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Livestock-share tenmants if they paid a share of the livestock
or livestock products, Livestock-share tenants may or may not
also have paid a share of the crops.

Croppers are, in general, crop-share tenants whose landlords
furnish all work power. Traditionally, a cropper (e) provides
labor (his own and that of his family) ; (b) works under close
supervigion of his landlord who provides land, managewent,
work power, and equipment; (¢) shares in the risk of produc-
tion; and (d) receives a share of the crop in return for his
labor.

The furnishing of work power by the landlord has been the
most satisfactory criterion for the clagsification of croppers. The
use of the single criterion of the furnishing of work power in-
cludes as croppers some tenants who do not pay a share of the
crop. However, in the South where croppers are numerous, very
few tenants other than those paying only a share of the crops
have all the work power furnished by the landlord. Moreover, in
that area, other tenants with work power furnished generally
represent croppers, as they are closely supervised.

Croppers are numerous only in the Southern States and in
southeastern Missouri. Therefore, the inguiry as to whether
all work power was furnished by the landlord was included on
the agrienlture questionnaires only for the South and for Missouri.
All data presented separately for croppers, except those in table
2, are for the South only. For Missouri, the data for croppers
are included with those for crop-share tenants. However, sepa-
rate data for croppers in 7 southeastern Missouri counties, as
a group, are presented in table 2. Data are also shown separately
for each of these 7 counties in County Table 2a in Volume I.

Table ].-NUMBER.ACRFAGE. AND VALUE OF CROPPER FARMS.
BY COLOR OF OPERATOR. FOR SEVEN SOUTHEASTERN
MISSOURI COUNTIES: 1930 TO 1950

{Croppers in Missouri are not included inthe totals for croppers for the United States
or for the South. The seven counties for which data are shown are Butler, Dunklin,
Mississippi, Mew Madrid, Pemiscot, Scott, and Stoddard. County figuresare shown in
Volume ¥, part 10, Data in italics are based on reports for only a sample of farms.
See text]

Value of farms

Aumber{ All land | Cropland {land and buildings)

Cator of operator and year of in farms | harvested {dollars}
larms | (acres) (acres) Average Average
per farm | per acre
Seven counties in southeastern
Missouri:

Total croppers....,evaess 1950,.( 5,226| 179,463 160,648 5,094 142,90
1945..] 5,569 216,167 188,088 3,589 92,46

1940..§ 4,369 149,712 114,983 1,762 51.42

1935..1 6,065| 186,829 154,572 1,212 39.34

1930..{ 7,181{ 238,639 185,165 2,159 64.96

White...ouvroieienanns 1950..| 3,669 148,350 131,069 6,046 141.66
1945..| 3,898 178,916 153,456 4,209 91.70

1940, .| 2,896 125,671 93,745 2,216 51.06

1935..1 3,669 139,221 110,909 1,429 37.66

1930,.7 4,232 172,272 126,861 2,519 61.89

Nanwhite, . oevesionns 1950., 1,557 31,113 29,579 2,792 142.74
1945..1 1,671 37,251 34,632 2,143 96.14

1940..( 1,473 24,041 21,238 870 53.30

1935..| 2,39 47,608 43,663 879 44,25

1930..1 2,949 66,367 58,304 1,641 72.93

Other tenants include those who pay a fixed guantity of any
product ; those who pay taxes, keep up the land and buildings,
or keep the landlord in exchange for the use of the land; those
who have the use of the land rent free; and others whose rental
arrangement required payment othergthan cash or of a share
of products.

Unspecified tenants include those tenants whose rental agree-
ment was not reported or could not be determined from the
information reported.

Comparability of the 1950 tenure data with those for earlier
censuses,—The tenure classes as determined for each census are
shown in table 1. Corresponding tenure classes for earlier cen-
suses differ from those for 1950 only as to procedure of classifica-
tion and as to minor differences in definition,

For most of the census years for which tenure data are avail-
able, information required for the tenure classification was ob-
tained during the enumeration and the tenure classes were
determined on the basis of this information during the office
processing, as in 1950. For 1880 and 1890, the enumerator merely
indicated whether the farm operator was an owner, whether
he rented for fixed money rental, or rented for shares of products,
For 1900 and 1910, the enumerator determined the tenure on
the basis of definitions provided in his instructions,

For 1920, full owmers, part owners, and tenants were de-
termined by specific inquiries on the questionnaire as to whether
the operator owned all the land in the farm, owned part but not
all, or rented from others all land in the farm. For the Censuses
of 1925 to 1945, the classification was determined from inguiries
for the acres in the farm owned and for the acres in the farm
rented from others, The enumerator was instructed to include
as land in farms all land rented from others and to exclude ali
land rented to others,

The organization of the Agriculture Questionnaire for the
1950 Census affected the comparability of the 1950 data for part
owners with those for prior censuses. The questionnaire for
1950 did not provide for the identification of land rented to others
as land owned or land rented by the part owner. Part owners in
1950 renting to others all the land owned would have been classi-
fied as tenants in prior censuses, Likewise, part owners in 1950
renting to others all the land rented from otbers would have been
classified as full owners in prior censuses. In 1950, of the 824,923
part owners In the United States, 121,920 or 14.& percent reported
land rented to others. Data obtained in the post enumeration
survey for the 1950 Census of Agriculture for a sample of 1,050
part owners, indicated that 2.8 percent either rented to others all
the land owned or all the land rented. These data also indicated
that 1.8 percent of all part owners rented all the owned land to
others, and 1.0 percent of the part owners subrented to others all
the land rented from others. On the basis of these estimates,
based on a very small sample and, therefore, subject to rather
large sampling errors, the method used for the 1850 Census re-
sulted in an overstatement of the number of part owners by
approximately 23,000, On the basis of procedures used in prior
censuses, about 15,000 of these part owners would probably have
been classified as tenants and 8,000 as full owners,

For the 1945 and prior censuses, farms were classified as oper-
ated by managers on the basis of the answer to the inquiry of the
farm operator approximately as follows: “Deo you operate this
farm as a paid manager?’ For 1930, the classification was based
on the report as to the number of acres of land managed by the
farm operator. The word “manage”' or “manager’ has been in-
terpreted incorrectly by farm operators and census enumerators
in every census. Caretakers, hired workers, and relatives of the
farm owner have often considered that they manage the farm on
which they were employed. Variations in the interpretation of
the inguiry regarding managers, and also in the extent of the
review during the office processing of farms classified as operated
by managers, have greatly affected the comparability of the
number of farms operated by managers from census to census,

The further classifiention of tenants on the basis of method
of rental for the 1920, 1925, 1830, and 1940 Censuses was based
upon the description of the kind of rent reported by the census
enumerator, For the 1945 Census, enumerators were asked to
specify the kind of rent, as cash, share, share-cash, or other.
Under this procedure, some enumerators did not always fully
report the kind of rent especially in the case of share-cash, or
in the case of the rental of pasture land for cash. The failure to
report fully the kinds of rent paid in such cases, resulted in an
overstatement in the number of cash tenants and share tenants
and an understatement in the number of share-cash tenants,
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Table 2—TENURE CLASSES INCLUDED IN THE REPORTS FOR EACH CENSUS, WITH THE NUMBER OF FARMS IN

EACH CLASS: 1880 TO 1950

1950 1945 1940 1935 1930 1925 1920 1910 1900 1890 1880
Full owners Full owners Full owners Full owners Full owners Full owners Owners owning Owners ownin Owners
entire farm entire farm
3,089,583 3,301,361 3,084,138 3,210,224 2,911,644 3,313,490 3,366,510 3,354,897 3,148,648
Owners ai\d
tenants
53,299
Coltivated Cultivated
by owners by owners
Part owners Part owners Part owners Part owners Part owners Part owners Owners hiring Owners renting Part owners 3,269,728 2,984,306
additional land | additienal land
824,923 660,502 615,039 688,867 656,750 554,842 558,580 593,825 451,376
Managers Managers Managers Managers Managers Managers Managers Managers Managers
23,527 38,885 36,361 48,104 55,889 40,700 68,449 58,104 59,085
All tenants All tenants All temants All tenants All tenants All tenants All tenants All tenants Tenants Rented Hented
1,444,129 1,858,421 2,361,211 2,865,155 2,664,365 2,462,608 2,454,804 2,354,676 2,024,964 1,294,913 1,024,601
Cash Cash Cash Cash Cash Cash Cash Cash Rented for Rented for
fixed money fixed maney
’ value Tental
212,790 402,175 514,438 %) 489,210 393,452 480, 009 712,294 751,665 454,659 322,357
{Includes stand- | {Includes stand- (Includes
ing renters for ing renters) standing rent-
North and VWest) ers and un-
specified
tenants)
Share-cash Share-cash Share-cash Share-cash Share~cash
193,109 137,858 278,605 * *) * 127,822 128,466
‘ Share Share Share ) . 2 Share
: 535,017 694,928 815,799 ) ) (% 1,117,721 Share Rented for | Rented for
Crop-share share of share of
419,740 products products
' 1,273,299 840, 254 702,244
Livestock-share Share
(Inclundes
115,217 1,399,923 share-cash
tenants)
Croppers Croppers Croppers Croppers Croppers Croppers Croppers s
{South only)® | (South only)® | (South only)® | (South only)® | (South only)® | (South only)® | (South only)
346,765 446,556 541,291 716,256 116,218 623,058 561,091
Qther and un- | Other and un- | Other and un- Standing renters | {Standing renters | (Included with | (Included in | (Included in
specified specified specified {South only) included with cash tenants} | above tenant | above tenant
cash tenants) classes) classes)
Unspecified
156,448 176,904 211,138 * Q) o 104,996 113,993
Other Unspeci fied
48,071 63,165
Unspecified
108,377

1 "Ouner and tenant" farms were operated jointly by the owner and a tenant working for a share of the products, This tenure class was recognized in the instructions to enumerators
for both the 1910 and 1900 Censuses. Inasmuch as the number of such cases was very limited and the owner was often a parent and the tenant a son, this class was consolidated in the
1910 reports with farms operated by their owners,

2 For 1935, all tenants other than croppers were published as

See text,

"Other tenants"; for 1930 and 1925, sll tenants other than cashtenants and croppers were publishedas "Other tenants."

quantity of the products paid as rent (standing renters) were
classified as cash tenants. Those not specifying the method of
payment were also included with cash tenants and those paying

The further clagsification of tenants on the basis of method of
rental for 1950 was made on the basis of the “Yes” or “No”
replies to the four inquiries relating to the rental agreement.

While the 1950 Questionnaire provided for reporting methods
other than the payment of cash or a share of the products, it did
not provide for reporting information regarding the kind or
amount of such payments,

For the 1880, 1890, and 1900 Censuses, tenants were further
classified into only two subclasses, viz, cash tenants and share
tenants. Tor 1880 and 1890, no information is available as to how
tenants reporting both cash and share, those reporting a fixed
quantity of the farm produets, those reporting other miscellaneous
methods of payments, or those not reporting method of payment,
were classified, Tor the 1900 Census, tenants reporting a fixed

both cash and a share of products, were classified as share tenants.
For both 1900 and 1910, standing renters were classified as cash
tenants. For 1920, standing renters for the Northern and Western
States were classified as cash tenants, while those for the Southern
States were classified separately. Standing renters for 1920 for
the South have been combined with other and unspecified tenants,
to provide data comparable with 1950, For the 1925, 1930, and
1940 Censuses, standing renters were included with other and
unspecified tenants.

Tenants reporting rental payments in cash only were classi-
fied as cash tenants for 1920 and 1925, TFor 1930 and 1940. cash
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF FARM OPERATORS,
BY COLOR, BY STATES: 1950 AND 1945
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tenants included, in addition to tenants reporting cash rental pay-
ments only, tenants making payments closely akin to cash, such
ag payment of taxes, repairs, upkeep of the farm, etc.

Share tenants for 1920 and 1940 included tenmants reporting
a share of products only. Share-cash tenants for 1920 and for
1940 ineluded tenants reporting both cash and a share of the
products but no payments other than share or cash. Tenants
reporting payments in addition to cash or a share of the products
were included Wwith “other” tenants for 1920 and 1940.

Rental payments other than cash or a share of the produects
were not considered in making the classification of cash tenants,
share-cash tenants, or share tenants for 1950,

Generally, tenants have been classified as croppers on the basis
of whether work power was furnished. For 1920 and 1930,
tenants paying a share of the products as rent and having all
work animals furnished by the landlord were classed as croppers,
For 1935, the classification of croppers was made entirely on
the basis of work power furnished, For 1949 and 1945, tenants
paying a part of their rental in cash and a part on a share basis
were classed as croppers if all work power was furnished by the
landlord. For 1940 and subsequent censuses, tractor power fur-
nished by the landlord has been considered as work power fur-
nished.

The comparability of data by tenure for the various eensuses,
particularly for small areas, is also affected by the proportion
of tenants for whom the rental arrangement was not specified,
Other and unspecified tenants represented, for the United States,
10.8 percent of all tenants for 1950 ; 9.5 percent of all tenants for
1945, and 8.9 percent of all tenants for 1940,

Full owners with grazing permits.—Owner-operators who rent
grazing land from others are considered as part owners. Owner-
operators who rent no land from others but use grazing lands
under a permit are classed as full owners but differ from part
owners renting grazing lands only in that the grazing land is used
under a permit rather than under a lease arrangement. Informa-
tion on grazing permits was obtained for 11 Western States.
The number of full owners using nonfarm grazing lands under
permit from any public agency or grazing association {s shown
for these 11 States in table 17. These data are shown by counties
in County Table 2 in Volume I of the reports for the 1950’ Census
of Agriculture.

Tenants related to landlord.—All farm operators who rented
land from others were asked, “Do you rent any of this land
from your own or your wife's parent, grandpareni, brother,
or sister?” For operators renting from two or more landiords,
the inquiry on whether land was rented from a relative referred
to any of the land rented. Data for the number of farm opera-
tors related to their landlords were tabulated for all part owners
and tenants as a group, and for each subclass of tenants. Totals
for part owners and tenants related to their landlord are given
in Economic Area Table 1, in Volume I, Data for the number
of tenants by subclasses related to landlord are published only
for States. Figures regarding the number of part owners re-
lated to their landlords may be obtained by subtracting data for
all tenants from the total for part owners and all tenants,

Farm operators with landlord living on farm.—The inguiry on
residence of landlord was to be answered separately for each
landlord. However, the data presented in this chapter on resi-
dence of landlord relate only to the first landlord listed. Data
for the number of tenants and part owners with the landlord
living on the farm, were tabulated for all part owners and all
tenants combined and separately for each subclass of tenants.
Figures on the number of all tenants with the landlord living
on the farm are shown in County Table 2, of Volume I.

Data for tenants with landlord living on the farm are shown
by subclass of tenant only for States. Figures regarding the
number of part owners with landlord living on the farm are
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not shown separately, but may be obtained by subtracting the
total for all tenants from the total for all part owners and all
tenants,

Color and race of farm operator.—For 1950, the classification
of farm operators by color and race was made on the basis of
the answers by the enumerator or by the respondent who filled
his own questionnaire to the following inquiry for the farm
operator :

What is your race? {(a) = Whitc
(Check one) (c) D Other, What race?
Che enumerator was instructed to determine the race by obser-
vation and then to check the square for the appropriate race. If
the race was other than white or Negro, he was to write in the
pame of the race,
Color of farm operator.—Farm operators are classified by color
ns “white” and “nonwhite.” Nonwhite includes Negroes, Indians,

Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, and other nonwhite races, plus oper-
ators reported under “other” with the race not specified.

Race of farm operator.—Nonwhite farm operators are classified
by race as Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, and
“other and unspecified.” The “other and unspecified” group in-
cludes minor nonwhite races such as Korean, Hawaiian, Asiatic
Indian, persons of mixed white, Negro, and Indian ancestry, and
persons designated as “other” with the race not specified.

Table 29 gives a distribution of the nonwhite farm operators by
race. The “other and unspecified” group comprised 605 operators
for 1950, 24 operators for 1945, and 87 operators for 1940. The
number for 1950 is much larger than for prior censuses largely be-
cause the name of the race was not always given for other races by
the census enumerator.

For 1950, land in Indian reservations used for agricultural pur-
poses and not reported by individual Indians or not rented to
non-Indians was considered to be operated by Indians regardless
of the color or race of the person reported to be in charge of the
operations, In former censuses, such farms were classed as
Indian-operated if an Indian was named as the operator and as
white-operated if the Indian Agent or some other white person
was reported as the person in charge.

Changes in the number of farms by tenure—Changes in the
Census definition and procedures have affected the number and
distribution of farms by tenure of farm operator. Information
regarding the effect of the change in the definition of a farm on
the total number of farms is given in the Introduction to thig
volume,

Most of the 150,000 to 170,000 change in the number of farms
between 1945 and 1950, resulting from the change in the definition
of a farm, represented farms operated by owners. Notwith-
standing this decrease in the number of farms because of the
change in farm definition, the proportion of farms operated by
owners incrensed from 67.6 percent in 1945 to 72.7 percent in
1960,

The number of part owners in the United States increased
from 615,039 in 1940 to 660,302 in 1945 and to 824,928 in 1950.
Most of this inerease in the 1945-1950 period occurred in the
South. The number of part owners in the South was 216,607 in
1940, 193,607 in 1945, and 325,999 in 1950, Some of the increase
in the number of part-owner operators may have been the result
of the procedure used in 1950 for classifying farms by tenure on
the basis of the total land owned and the total land rented from
others, instead of on the basis of the land retained, as in 1945. A
part of the decrease from 1940 to 1945 and part of ‘the increase
from 1945 to 1950 in the number of part owners may have been
the result of the procedure followed in 1945 for the enumeration
of farm land in multiple units, In 1945, if a farm operator who
was operating land as a cropper or a tenant in a multiple-unit
operation also operated additional land, two reports were re-
quired, as though the land represented two separate farms.

“In 1945 a multiple-unit operation was one in which two or

more subunits were handled as a single-farm enterprise. A

multiple-unit operation consisted of two or more subunits, one

of which had to be a cropper or tenant operation under the close
gupervision of the multiple-unit operator.”

If a farm operator, who was a cropper.or tenant and a part of
a multiple-unit operation, also operated some land that he ovwned,
he would have been considered as operating two farms, in 1945,
On the farm of which he was the owner, he would have been
classified as a full owner; and on the farm forming a part of the
multiple-unit operation, he would have been classifled as a tenant.
For all censuses other than that of 1945, only one farm would
have been included in the census for such an operator, and the
farm would have been classified as operated by a part owner.
Most of the increase in the number of part-owner operators,
however, resulted from full-owner operators increasing the size
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