Chapter IV.—WAGE-EARNER EMPLOYMENT, BY
' MONTHS

This chapter presents statistics showing the monthly employment

%f wage e;arners, by industry groups and industries. (See Chap.
, sec. 13.

The wage-earner figures for any industry, as calculated from the
returns made by manufacturers, are necessarily somewhat in excess
of the numbers that would be required to perform the work in that
industry if all were continuously employed during the year. The
reason 18 that the pay roll for any week is likely to contain the names
of employees who have been temporarily laid off and of persons whose
serviees had terminated before the close of the week covered by the
pay roll. Moreover, if a manufacturer operated his plant during
only a part of a given month, he would select an active week as a
representative week and would report the total number of wage
earners whose names appeared on the roll for that week; or, if he
operated his plant every work day of the month on a 4-hour basis,
his employment would be equivalent to one-half that on an 8-hour
basis, yet he would report the actual number working on a part-time
basis rather than the equivalent number on a full-time basis. For
example: Suppose a manufacturer operated his plant, employing 100
wage earners, during 13 days of a month which contained 26 working
days, or during 26 days on a 4-hour basis. This manufacturer’s
average employment of wage earners for the month on a full-time
basis would be 50, but in all probability he would report 100, since
that would be the number on the pay roll for a representative week,

In making comparisons between the figures for different census
years, it should be remembered that, since the proportion of part-
time employment was undoubtedly larger in practically all industries
in 1931 than in earlier years, the decrease in the actual amount of
work done (number of man-hours worked) was somewhat larger than
the decrease in the number of wage earners (average for the year)
as reported.

For the reason given in the preceding paragraph, the quotient ob-
tained by dividing the amount of wages (the total amount paid fo
wage earners during the year, as given in Chaps. II, III, and V)
by the average number of wage earners cannot be accepted as rep-
resenting the average wage received by full-time wage earners in any
year, and particularly in 1931.
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