Chapter VL.—PRIME MOVERS, MOTORS, AND
GENERATORS

Data in regard to the numbers and capacity of electric generators in use in
manufacturing establishments were collected for the first time at the census for
1925,

The total primary power, as shown by the census reports, includes the power
of electric motors driven by purchased current but does not include that of elec-
tric motors driven by current generated in the same establishments. Thus the
total includes, without duplication, the rated horsepower of all engines, motors,
ete.; which serve as primary-power machines in the establishments reporting.

The horsepower figures for 1919, as given in this report, differ slightly from
those published in the report for that year, for the reason that the earlier report
included data for purchased power other than electric (power generated outside the
plant and transmitted into the plant by shaft, belt, or cable), whereas the statis-
tics for 1923 and 1925 do not-include such data. The amount of purchased power
other than electric is insignificant. It constituted only about 1 per cent of the
total purchased power and about one-third of 1 per cent of the total primary power
in 1919, and the corresponding proportions for later years were probably still
smaller.

The schedules for 1919 called for data in regard to water motors (driven by
water from street mains), but no request for such data was carried on the sched- .
ules for 1923 or 1925. It is possible, however, that in some cases water motors
were incorrectly reported as water turbines.

In making use of the horsepower statistics it should be borne in mind that they
represent the total rated horsepower capacity of the engines, motors, and other
prime movers, and that the amount of power in actual daily use was considerably
smaller.
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PRIME MOVERS, MOTORS, AND GENERATORS
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CENSUS OF MANUFACTURES
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