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CLASSES OF PRODUGTS

. INTRODUGTION

Uses of Glasses of Products

"Combination of individual products into classes of products makes it
p0351ble to publish an increased amount of products statistics, such as the
value of products made in the primary industry, in secondary industries, and
in each State., For individual products, such data could be shown only on a
very limited scale because of the excessive cost and the restrictions imposed
by the disclosure rule,

The use. of classes of products also provides a more significant unit for
application of the plant speclallzatlon (homogeneity) classification system
described below,

Content of this Manual

This manual is a rev1s1on of the Industry and Commodity Classification
Manual, Vol. II — Classes of Products, July 1948, taking account of all
changes made to date.

Part I'is an arrangement of classes of products within each industry
showing the individual product codes included within each class, It also
contains special instructions for plant specialization (homogeneity) coding
wherever applicable, Titles of the classes of products have been omitted
from Part I, In most cases title and content remain substantialiy the same
as in the July 1948 edition; changes from that edition are shown in
Appendix A. The arrangement differs from that in the original edition in
that (1) the following items are grouped, each in a separate appendix,
rather than under each industry major group: Classes of products primary in
more than one industry (Appendix B); product codes not included within classes
of products (Appendix C)s; and void codes (Appendix D); (2) all numerals of
the five~-digit class~of-products codes are shown for each industry rather
than just the fifth-digit of the code.

Part II lists each of the individual product codes in numerical sequence
and their corresponding class-of-product codes. All product codes ever
assigned including those subsequently voided and those not falling within
classes of preducts are listed. It is a convenient reference for converting
individual product to class—of—product codes. Gaps in the product coding
system (other than those in the QOOO—serles) are shown in Appendxx E.




CLASSES OF PROIUCTS

Selection of Classes of Products

4 class of product consists of one or a group of individual products
derived from the list of products used in the Census of Manu?actures.. For ‘
the list of individual products, see the Industry and Commodity Classification

Manual, Volume I, Part 1.

The classes of products were selected so that (1) they includeq a.rela-
tively homogeneous grouping of individual products; (?) all of the_lndlviqual
products constituting the class fell within the sgmenlndustry (or 1ndustyles,
if primary in more than one industry); (3) every individual product was in-
cluded in some one class of product; (4) an individual product was not indluded
in more than 1 class of product; and (5) the number of classes within anm
industry did not exceed 10.

In many instances one of the classes of products of an industry hawing
two or more classes, is of a residual nature and may not meet the criterion
of homogeneousness to the same degree as do the non-residual classes. The
class of products, "other food preparations, n.e.c.® (code 2089-4) is an
example of a residual class.

Derivation of Class~of=-Product Codes

The class-of-product code is a five digit number consisting of the
first four digits (industry base) of the product codes comprising the class
and a fifth ®class-of-products® digit.

The number of specific classes of products per industry varies from a
minimim of one to a maximum of ten. When there is only one class of product
in an industry, the class-of-product fifth digit is zero except for those
classes primary in more than one industry. The class of products for single-
class industries includes all primary products of the industry. The follow-
ing industries have only a single class of products, the fifth digit of which
is not zeros 2045, 2872, 3333, 3334, 3393, 3481, and 3631l. For industries
having two to nine specific classes of products, the fifth digit of the code
of the first class is 1j second, 2; and so on, to 9. For industries having
ten classes, the fifth digit of ‘the first is zero; second 1; and so on, to 9.
A Yzero" fifth digit occurs for classes with the following industry-base
codes for industries (or sub-industries) having ten classes of productst 2011,
00é1%42810 (industry 2233), 2421, R511, 2614 (industry 2612), 2911, 3312,
an ) 0 '

Industry-base (first four digits) different from industry in which class
of products is primary - The industry base (first four digits) of the class—
?f—product code differs from the industry code in which the class of products
is primary in the same instances as the six-digit product codes constituting
the class-of-product code. These differences occur chiefly for classes of
products (1) primary in more than one industry; (2) affected by caption
headings; (3) falling within subindustries; (4) of industries 2233 and 2234
for which special product codes were used; and (5) of industries 2612 and R819,
products of which were assigned different industry-base codes.
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 When a class of product is primary in more than one industry, the same
-~ £ifth digit of the code is reserved for each of the industries in which
“primary. In these cases the class-of-product codes with the same fifth digit
' but different industry bases (corresponding to industries in which the class
‘is primary) are identical in content., For example, the class of product, .
- Mprocessed and cured pork", comprising the product codes 201308-14, is pri-
“mary in both industry 2013 and 2011, The fifth digit assigned to the class
is "g", Hence 2013-8 is identical to 2011-8. R
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In some cases, a class of products of one industry is also primary in
another industry but may constitute only a part of a broader class in the
latter industry., These cases are indicated by an asterisk preceeding the
¢lass~of-product code and are footnoted at the end of each Major Group in :
Part I, For example, the class of products 2253-1, "Men's and boys' sweaters,
jackets, etc., from knitted materials" (product codes 225301, 06) primary in
industry 2329, is also primary im industry 2253 and forms part of the class-
of-product code 2253-1 (product codes 225301, 06, 11-12, 16, 19) primary in
‘“the latter industry. '

—

& -single class of products may consist of products with two or more .
different four-digit industry-base codes. In most such cases, the individual
classes of products which must be combined are indicated by a bracket tying
the classes together. For example, in industry 2522, the class—of-products,
"metal office cabinets and cases® consist of product codes 252105-06 and
252205-06, with class—of-product codes 2521-1 and R582-1, respectively, Data
for the single class must be obtained by adding data for each of the codes .
2521~1 and R522~1l, Where bracketing is awkward, as in the classes of-products
for some. industries im Major Group 27, the combination is indicated in the =
footnotes.. \ S S

Product combinations falling withim a class of products - A reported item
representing a combination of individual products falling entirely within a
single class of product may under certain conditions be assigned a six-digit
product code consisting of the four-digit industry base, followed by a "V®
and the fifth digit of the class of product. The class-of-product code for all
product codes having a "V" as the fifth digit may be obtained by merely -
dropping the "V", For example, the product code for "canned fruit juices"
would be 2033V4 and the corresponding class-of-product code, 2053~4,

- = UWOther products® of an industry - When a specific six~digit product code

(other than those ending in "98") has been assigned to "all other (primary)

" products® of an industry, that code is included within some one class of pro-
ducts. In other cases, the product code for "all other (primary) products® of
‘'af ‘industry consists of the four-digit industry base followed by "98". In
instances where the ereation of "98" codes seemed appropriate, they were listed
im the manual and assigned to a particular class of product. However, in the
processing of schedules, other cases requiring the use of a "98" code will
probably arise. The assignment of these additional product codes to correspond=—
ing class codes will be listed in supplements to this Manual. ;
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! sified" classes of products of an industry - 3eporte€1 product com=
binatirggglj:oiing class-of-product lines but falling el;lt%,'rej..y within an industry,
may be assigned a product code consisting of the four«gi:xgn.t industry bass fol-
lowed by two zeros. For example, the item "canned fruits and vegetables" which
crosses product and class—of-product lines (2033-1, 2055-*2“8.2516. 2(335-5), would
be coded 203300, "ecanned fruits, vegetables, etc., Emclass:_fledo The unclassi-
fied product code for each industry, except those listed below c?mf'er’?s to the
unclassified class—of-product code consisting of the same four-digit industry
base and the class~of-product fifth digit, zero., Thus, product code 203300 con-

verts to class-of-product code 2033-C.

For the following industries having a single class of product, the fifth
digit of which is not zero, the unclassified product code converts to the same
single class code (fifth digit other than zero)s R045, 2872, 3333, 5334, 3395,

3481, and 3631,

For industries having 10 classes of products, one of which has a fifth
digit, zero, the unclassified product code converts to a class-of-product code
consisting of the same four-digit industry base followed by a "V", Thus, pro-
duct code 201100 converts to class—of-product code 2011-V. The unclassified
class-of-product code ends in a "U" for these industries: 2011, 2233, (sub-
industry of 2231), 2421, 2511, 2612, 2911, 3312 and 3439,

Special Product or Editing Godes Not Included Within Classes of Products

Following are the main types of special product codes or editing codes
used for tabulating purpaeses, which are not included within any classes of pro-
ducts. A complete list of these codes is shown in Appendix C, In Part 2 of
this mamal an "X®" is shown in place of a clas s-of-products fifth digit for

these product codes.

1. Subtotals codes representing the sum of a number of individual products,
values for each of which are to be reported on the schedule s for example, total
gasoline, code 291101; ‘

R Products of industries 2251 and 2252 on Form MG-67C8 for which only
quantity data are to be reported, and which occur in the same tabulating field
as the value; for example, quantity of men's full-fashioned hose, code 225109;

8. Products which are rearranged or redistributed according to different
characteristics; for example, codes k04411-14 which represent a redistribution
of shipments of rice by size of catainer; ‘

4. Products for which data other than production or shipments are reported;
for example, code 208409 which represents quantity of wine removed from ferw
menters; ,

5. Special codes used to facilitate tabulation of data 5 for example, code
974100 represents value of shipments (sales) during 1947 by establishments re—
porting on Form M3-67B;
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6, Codes in the 4000-and 9000-series (except 401101-04 and 975100), which
represent receipts for scrap and salable refuse, receipts for repair work, ete.,
and are common to most of the industries; )

7. Reported items representing a coambination of products erossing industry
lines and assigned product codes consisting of the industry classification of
the establishment followed by "99"; for example, the item, “canned and cured
fish" (industries 2031 and 2032, respectively) reported by an establishment
primarily canning vegetables (industry 2033), which would be assigned code
203399,

Plant Specialization (Homogeneity) Classification

Classes of products are used as the basic units for classification of
establishments gccording to the degree of specialization (homogeneity) of
production. Application of this classification system to establishment reports
permits the compilation of significant data on shipments, employment, cost
of materials, materials consumed, and other measures of industrial activity,
for more closely related groups of establishments and for narrower-than-
industry lines of activity.

Under this procedure, an establishment is classified according to the
percentage that the value of shipments (or production) of its largest class
of product bears to its total shipments (or production).

The plant specialization code is a six-digit number consisting of (1) a
four-digit industry (or subindustry) code (2) one digit representing the
fifth digit of the clags—of-product code, and (3) one digit representing the
percentage range of the value of shipments of the largest class of products
relative to the total value of shipments of the establishment.

Plant specialization codes are only assigned to establishments whose
largest specific class of product (not including Munclassified classes of pro-
ducts® for industries having more than one class—see "Derivation of Class—of-
Product Codes® above) accounts for more than 50 percent of its total value of
shipments. When the largest class is less than 50 percent of the total ship-
ments, an "xx" is assigned to the fifth and sixth digits of the plant special-
ization code. The percentage codes used when the major class of products.ex-
ceeds 50 percent of total value of shipments, follows '

Percentage
Percentage range Code:
10060  euuceerviveioscsoncasoonsasocoos L
9000""990‘90:-ooo-.-'uon--ocooooooooaoanooo 2
8000"‘89090¢o:oooocvoooaoooovnloooooooooo“o 5
7060*7909aaoovaooaoooooo.ooacooooooaooaooo 4
6090""69090000.1»vou-oooonaooonoaoﬂooo-oooo 5
5001‘*590900:0aooooooooooaawaocooaovwonooo 6

aThe percentage code "1" is assigned when the percent of one specific
class of products to total shipments, excluding receipts for scrap
and salable refuse, is 100.0.
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Generally, the industry base of the product codes of the 1ar§est class of
products accounting for more than 50 percent of total value of shipments is
the same as the industry classification of the gstablishment, It may differ
from the industry code in the circumstances described above (see "'Darivation of
Class—of-Product codes™ above). The class~of-product codes have been created
in such a way that the fifth digit of each code is the same as the fifth digit
of the plant specialization code for instances where the industry base of the
class-of-product code differs from the industry classification of an establish-
ment. For example, the largest class of products (over 50 percent of total
value) on a schedule may be for "blended and prepared flour® (product codes
204501~04), which is coded 2045-5, and the industry classification of the
establishment may be 2041, This is possible since R045~5 is primary in both
industry 2041 and 2045. The first five digits of the plant specialization code
for the schedule would be 2041-5 which is identical to 2045-5.

In a number of cases, two or more classes of products must be combined for
purposes of determining the plant specialization code for a particular industry.
For example, if an establishment is classified in industry 3312, the classes of
products 3312-3 and 3399-3 (each primary in industry 3312) must be cambined as
a unit for determining the largest class of product and the percentage code is
based on the value for both classes of products relative to the total value of
shipments, On the other hand, if the establishment is in industry 3399 each
class of products is considered separately, since the elass-of-product, 3312-3,
is not primary im industry 3399,

Special instructions applying to plant specialization classification
procedures are shown in Part 1 of this Manual.
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