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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

DepartMENT o COMMERCE,
Buzreav or THE CENRUSR,
Washington, D. C., March 12, 1941,

Sir: I transmit herewith a subjeet report on wholesale trade issued in con-
nection with the 1939 Census of Business. This report presents a cash-credit
analysis of sales for the year 1939, and information on receivables and inven-
tories for both the beginning and end of the year. Data are shown for service
and limited-function wholesalers and for manufacturers’ sales branches in sum-
mary for the United States, for geographic divisions, and for cities of more than
500,000 population—by kinds of business.

The Census of Business, taken in 1940 in conformity with the Act provid-
ing for the Fifteenth and subsequent Decennial Censuses, approved June 18,
1929, covers operations during the calendar year 1939. TFacts were collected
in 1940 by a complete field canvass of all busmess establishments in the conti-
nental United States.

The statistics were compiled under the supervision of Fred A. Gosnell,
Chief Statistician for Business, and William A. Ruft, Assistant Chief Stamstlcmn
This report was prepared by John Albright, Chief of W’holes&le Trade, assisted
by William P. McInerny and James T. Daly.

Respectfully,
J. C. Carr,
Drrector of the Census.
Hon. Jesss H. Jonss, .

Secretary of Commerce.
1
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