CHAPTER III—GENERAL ANALYSIS OF THE WHOLESALE FIELD

INTRODUCTION

The importance of merchandise distribution in our
economie system is generally conceded. Some of the
most perplexing problems of our present-day order are
those relating directly or indirectly to the marketing
of goods. The conditions prevailing prior to the
twentieth century were largely accountable for the
neglect of distribution and its problems. The demand
for most products, until the present century, was far
ahead of the supply. Consequently, the problem of
the times was how to produce goods in sufficient quan-
tities to satisfy the apparently insatiable wants of the
consumer, Much time was therefore given to the study
of production methods and efliciency. Besides, there
was little overlapping in the territories of manufac-
turers and distributors, most of whom operated in
local markets,

With the development of transportation facilities,
however, competition among producers and distribu-
tors of similar goods increased by leaps and -bounds,
thus presenting real problems in sefling. Furthermore,
because of important inventions and increased pro-
duction efliciency, the supply of many products has
caught up with the demand and has, in fact, largely
exceeded it

The increased competition, coming from the over-
lapping of territories and from a supply in excess of
effective demand, has resulted in the branding of
goods, advertising, aggressive selling, and many other
activities, some of which have been carried beyond the
point of profitable returns. So much waste in dis-
tribution has resulted that business leaders of every
type have come to the conclusion that in order to
distribute goods in the most cffective and most eco-
nomical manner it is now necessary to base marketing
activities on facts and figures concerning conditions
of supply, demand factors, and marketing institutions
and their operation.

The growing interest manifested in distribution is
evidenced by the establishment and development of
colleges of commerce; bureaus of business research in
connection with universities; the multiplication of
advertising agencies; and market analyses and investi-
gations conducted by trade associations, congressional
committees, and individual economists. The Census
of Distribution is the most recent and probably the
most comprehensive of all single efforts made in the

field of digtribution {for the purpose of ascertaining the
nature of the distribution mechanisin, its component
parts, and how it operates.  Itis hoped that the Census
of Distribution will provide for the first time a fairly
complete picture of the complicated marketing system
which has developed and evolved over a long period of
time. Knowledge of this should lead toward substan-
tial improvements in the movement of goods from
producer to consumer,

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION IN ITS BROADER
ASPECTS

The volume and status of wholesale trade have long
been considered & most significant barometer of
general business coaditions. Yet no clear definition
or conception of the term ““wholesele trade” or “ whole-
sale distribution® iz to be found. FEven the scientific
organizations and bureaus which issue wholesale price
indices have shown widely different interpretations of
the term, for the most part leaving without definition
a broad twilight zone which may be regarded as “no
man’s land.”

For census purposes, the distinction hetween whole-
sale and retail trade, when used in a broad sense, as
indicated in Chapter I, is that based primarily on the
status of the purchaser and secondarily on the manner
in which the establishments operate. Theoretically
all sales made to ultimate or home consumers who
buy goods for their own use are retail sales while all
other zales, whether made to retailers, to wholesalers,
to institutions, or to manufacturers who use the goods
for further processing or as equipment, are wholesale
transactions. Aecording to this conception all of the
following types of sales or transactions fall within the
provinee of wholesaling:

1. Bales made directly by manufaeturers or through their
sales branehes to wholesalers and to other types of wholesale
middiemen,

2. Bales to retailers of all kinds,

3. Bales to restaurants and hotels.

4. Sales to manufacturers, mines, oil well ecompanies, fish-
eries, railroads, public utilities, and Government departments.

5. Bales to barbers in the form of supplies and equipment.
The same applies to all sales of equipment and suppliec by
so-called supply houses, so long as such equipment and supplies
are not purchased by ultimate consumers for their own use.

6. Hales of laboratory and professional equipment and sup-
plies to professional men such a8 doctors and dentists.
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7. fules of building materisls to eontractors. .

%, A operations and seiivities of middlemen who in somg
Wiy itk b the Leasder of 1itls to goods when such gobds are not
gt o altimate or ludividual eonsumers. Iu this group are
natursily invladed brokers, pesident buyers, purehasing agents,
wetling &’;%gt’?}?,zi, mnnndacturery’ sgeaty, and the like.

4, A} purchases 1f farm prodocis for resade to others than
individuad tonsumers, irrespeetive of whether guch purchases
e pde dipert frown the furmers or from middlemen.

Gross volame of wholesale trade.—-VWhen treated in
the tight just cutiined the total volume of goods sold
ut whitesale daring the vear 1929 amounted to approx-
immately $52,000,000000, priced at {. 0. b pqint of
production or jmport.  As shown on Chart I‘I and
Table I the tatal volume of goods produced in ’?he
United States during the year 1929 for distribution
and sale amounted to $79,133,801,000, This figure
ineludes raw materials, semimanufactured goods, and

finished products, eounted separately each time they |

were sold. Consequently, there is a considerable
amount of duplication in values, particularly in the
ease of manufactured goods. It is estimated that,
while the mross value of manufactures during 1929
was $70,434,865,443, their net value amounted to but
$47,362,000,000 (CGiross value— [semi-manufactures +
manufactured foels purchused -+ eost of contract work]
~net value)! For the purpose of determining the
tota) volume of trade, every transaction must be
counted, even though several successive transfers of
fitle may involve the same goods,  Utility is added to
goads, s expressed in enhanced prices which they
eommand, at esch suceessive stage of their movement
through the chanpels of distribution,

Of the $79,133,501,000 of goods which were produced
in 1929 for distribution, manufactured products con-
Btituted 80.88 per cent; farm products, 12.82 per cent;
products of mines and quarries, 3.02 per cent; crude
petrolenn production, 162 per cent; products of
forests, 1.39 per cent; products of fishing, 0.13 per
cent; and products of hunting and trapping, 0.03 per
cent. To this must be added $4,625,145,000 worth of
goods wnported during the year, bringing up the total
value of goods produced in the United States for dis-
tribution and those imported to $83,759,036,000.

Since, however, mwanufacturers reported direct sales
to bome econsumers (which are retail transactions) of
$1,553,367,000, this amount must be deducted from
the $83,759,036,000, leaving $81,882,508,000 as the
value of goods distributed on a wholesale basis. Of
this amount, £5,423,699,000 worth of goods were
exported, leaving §76,456,808,000 of goods for domestic
distribution, on a wholesule besis, with the exception
of & relatively small bot unknown amount which
farmers sold direct to individual home sonsumers.
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WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION IN ITS NARROWER

- SENSE

Conventional conception.—The usual or popy
conception of wholesale distribution or of wholesl
trade, which may be regarded as more or Jess conpa
tional, refers to the sales of service wholesalers mads
fo retailers. Similarly, the term wholesaler.is gons
ally applied to the wholesale merchant who sells o
the retailer. According to this conception thers wa
70,953 such establishments in the United Statesi
1929 doing & volume of business of $24,689,811,42%,d
which $4,355,354,282 consisted of sales to indusirsl
consumers and to ultimate consumers, lesving
$20,334,457,141 probably sold to retailers, subject tos
certain amount of duplication as in the case of 4
wholesaler selling goods to another wholesaler. Ocst
sionally some of the newer types of whalesalers msy b
included in this popular concept, as well as the lams
wholesalers who sell to smaller wholesalers.

Census use of the term, * Wholesale Distribe
tion.”—As already pointed out in Chapter I, if ws
necessary, for census purposes, to delimit the fildd
wholesale distribution. It was smpossible fo maks 4
term all<inclusive in accordance with the principlés div
cussed under Wholesale Distribution in iis Broade
Aspects, since the census was taken on an establishmed
basis. Tor this reason sales made by manufsctmes
and other producers from the plants in which PW

A

* Census of Manufactures, 1920, Bureau of the Census.
# Yearbook of Agriculture, 1931, p. 977. -
4 Census of Producing Mines and Quarrles, 1020, Burean of the Census,

¢ Bureau of Miuves, Dopartment of Comierco.

% Bureau of the Census,

? Bureau of Fisheries, Department of Commerce,
¥ Bureau of Forelgn and Domestic Commercz, Department of Commerts: -
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tion is carried on, were omitted from the statisties on
wholesale distribution. Had such sales been included,
it would have been necessary to require s separate
distribution report from every producing establish-
ment and from every farmer and nurserymsan in addi-
tion to the report covering production activities.

Nor has it been found practicable to confine the term
“Wholesale Distribution” to service wholesalers or to any
other limited types of wholesalers, since a clear-cut
functional divigion as between different types of wholesale
organizations is practically noneristent. Bulk tank
stations in the petroleum trade operate very much like
wholesalers of the conventional service type. The
game is true, to a considerable degree, of wholesale
sales branches maintained by manufacturers, and of
numerous other types of wholesale -establishments,
On the other hand, service wholesalers of the con-
ventional type frequently sell to industrial consumers
and, in addition, vary their functions with different
customers. Thus, some of their goods are sold on
credit, some are sold on a drop shipment basis, and
gome on a cash-and-carry basis,

Volume of wholesale distribution.—As indieated in
the first chapter of this volume, the Census of Whole-
sale Distribution embraces all establishments which
were engaged in 1929 in the purchase, sale, or distribu-
tion of goods on a wholesale basis, provided that such
establishments specialized in distribution rather than
in production or service. In this sense, during the
year 1929, there were in operation 169,702 such estab-
lishments throughout the United States doing & volume
of business amounting to $69,291,5647,604. Of this
amountsales to consumers at retail totaled $689,817,082
which must be subtracted from the amount stated
above. To this must then be added the sales made by
retailers to other retailers on a wholesale basis, or
$7006,776,962, so that the total volume of wholesale trade
passing through establishments of all types, operating in
all kinds of business, amounted to 869,308,607 484.

MOVEMENT OF GOODS INTO WHOLESALE
CHANNELS

Movement of manufactured products.—Chart Il and

Table 11 show the extent to which manufactured goods

flow into strictly wholesale channels, i. e., the yolume
of such products that is handled by wholesale organiza-
tions. The first step in the distribution process taken
when the goods leave the producing plant has been
reported for all but- $4,024,086,000 by the manufac-
turers themselves, (see Table II) but the necessary
computations have been made to make possible the nse
of the total volume of goods produced by manufac-
turers for distribution as a basis for caleulating per-
centages. This latter amount has been broken down
by estimates based on aveilable data in the Bureau.
Of the $63,409,200,000 selling valué (f. o. b. factory}of
goods produced by the manufacturing plants in:the
United States for distribution, 20.6 per cent went
1271711—83—38

33

0@

2 |

s w
: : 22 |
=8 L3 85 E2
e 8 owX } o
O e 0 - (280
Lo ad g wip |57
ol 8333 gEn ZEG
@ PO g era |$E8
g% QoOT W 2w ]
85 HE Eou |an®
He O;N" 1'— ao
o ,_§a Lt 8

< e |0
de
z3

eleisle ]
DISTRIBUTED
$83,769,036,000

GOOLS PRODUCED
IN U8
FOR DIETRIBUTION
% 79,135,891,000

~ IMPORTS
$4,626,145.000

Crarr IL—SOURCES AND VALUE OF GOODS DISTRIBUTED IN 1929

iQ
4 o
©
0 g &
5 a
o 8 o
2 & -3
2 & &
[ > b3 o ,:
: el |5 [5. |5 |E
28 58 158 132 |33 (22 |
3 o o -3 8 log §
22 B8 |8 |= |25 (23|58
o8 £9 |25 |55 |28 [L5 |o8
Le b3 <o fu2 -8 199 z2
3 59 Juo |52 (82 |28 |r8
Zw o §z0 12 |Co |56 {56
b e fF Jo |2 & |x

directly from the plants to wholesalers, 16,1 per cent
went to manufacturers’ own wholesale branches, 18.6
per cent was sold to outside retailers (including sales
to chain stores), while 1.9 per cent was disposed of
through retail stores maintained by the manufacturers,
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31.3 per eent was sold dirset to industrial consumers,
and 2.5 per cent {ollowed the most direet channel from
producer to home comsuraer., Of the amount sold
direct to home consumers, $352,894,000 represented
sales of manufuctured gas.  Approximately 9 per cent
of the total volume of manufactured goods entering
trade was made through agents, such as manufuc-
turers’ agents, selling agents, brokers, and commission
houses, Al of this is naturally ineluded in the total
volume of wholesale distribution, This necessarily
involves a certain amount of duplication, since a
number of items are counted twice, but represents no
duplication in the volume of husiness, us pointed out
in o preceding paragraph.
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As indicated in Table II, the amount reported
by mannfacturers on a distribution basis consisted
of §59,385,114,000, The products of service indus-
tries as well a8 contraet and repair work and inter-
plant transfers, do not enter trade. For this reason no
distribution of sales data could be compiled for such
values. There were, however, some plants and certain
industries for whiech distribution of sales data were not
available because the same could not be réported by the
manufacturing  establishments concerned, largely
because of inadequate aecounting records or because
no such information was requested. The smount of
manufactured goods for which no reports on the distri-
bution of sales were available, but which entered trade,
amounted to $4,024,086,000 which, when added to the
$59,385,114,000 goods reported by channels, resulted
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in the figure $63,409,200,000, which is _usgd a8 o basis
for the computations of estimated selling value going

. through different channels of distribution. In making

these computations, every industry was analyzad
separately to insure satisfactory results.

While no reports were made by the manufacturers ag
to subsequent steps in the distribution process taken
by their goods beyond the first step, it is possible
through the statistics available in the Census of Whole-
sale Distribution to complete the picture, as shown on
“hart 111, and to indicate the approximate flow of such
goods until they reach the points of consumption.
The ultimate destination of manufactured goods con-
sists of two distinct markets—the industrial consumer
market, and the home consumer market., The indus-
trial consumer market absorbed approximately 44.8
per cent of the $63,409,200,000 of goods produced by
manufacturers for sale. They reached the market in
the following manner:

Manufacturers — industrial CoNSUMers ... __ceeiemiinenes
Munufacturers - manufacturers’ sales branches — industrial con-
Manufacturers — wholesalers, —+ industrial consumers
Manufacturers' sales branches

$19, 849, 875, 000

3,582, 076,950
4, 941, 499, 002

28, 374, 350, 952

The direct sales from manufacturer to industrial
consumers are as shown in Table II. The Census of
Wholesale Distribution statistics show that manufac-
turers’ sales branches made 35 per cent of their net sales |
to industrial consumers; hence 85 per cent of $10,237,- |
077,000 as in Table II, or $3,582,976,950. The
Wholesale Census statistics also show that wholesalers
only made 23.58 per cent of their sales of manufactured
goods® to industrial consumers. Table II shows
that manufacturers sold direct to wholesalers $18,759,-
293,000 of goods, to which must be added $2,197,021,- |
683 which is the share of the $10,237,077,000 esti- |
mated to have been sold to wholesalers by manufac-
turers’ sales branches. When 23.58 per cent is taken
of this sum (23.58 per cent X $20,956,314,683) it results
in $4,041,499,002, which is the amount sold by whole-
salers to industrial and other large consumers. ‘

Since the industrial market constituted 44.8 per
cent of the total, it naturally follows that the home or
ultimate consumer market absorbed 55.2 per cent.
It is important to bear in mind that these calculations
are based merely on the value of goods, at f. 0. b. |
factory prices, produced by manufuciurers for distri- |
bution. Raw materials from whatever source, as well _
as imported semimanufactured and finished products,
are not included. Tt is further important that the
55.2 per cent of the $63,409,200,000 be not regarded
as goods passing through retail stores. Many kinds of

! Fram the net sales for wholesalers only as shown {n Tabls 2, p. 70, have heen |
deducted the sales of goods other than manufactures, as well ng the sales of automo-
biles, groceries, and stmilar lines which were roported on rehednles that had no pro-
vislon for data on sales to Industrial consumers, Consequently, the 23,68 per cent
fignre i based only on manufactured goods for which the schedules provided an |
Ingulry concerning sales to industrial consumers,
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Crarr [IL—-FLOW OF GOODS FROM MANUFACTURERS TO CONSUMERS
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copnmondities included dn this fipure, as ihstrated by |
marifartursd pas and by motion pietare files, while
intendedd for the home consumer market, are not sold |
througeh retuil storen,

Yariations in Channels of Distribution,—
manufartured products nee disteibuted in ke manner.
mong goods wee sidd direct 1o hotw cousumers, vthers
reguire the use of & single widilleman——the retailer— |
while still vthers sre sold by manufacturers to whole- |
saders and somwetimes through their own wholesule
branches.  The way in which a given prodoct is dis-
tributed depends upon s wumber of feetors, among
whirh may be lsted the nature of the coemmodity, its
unit value, the size of the produving plant, the financial
strength of the producer, the eompletenivss of the line
mantfactured o o given plant, the nature of the war-
ket —whether the product s intended for the home
consigner oF the wdwstrial consusser, and the existing
marketing machinery whick has developed for the dis-
teibution of & given product.

Ewven when the sume channels are used in the dis-
tribution of a certain comunodity or group of coto-
mndities, the percentage distdbution of the goods
which po through a certain channel may differ eon-
siderably. To illustrate: Table 11 shows that approx-
imately 9 per cent of ull manufactured goods reported
by channels were sold through agents and brokers, In
the food and grocery dndustries, however, agents and
brokers were used for ws high a8 15.3 per cent of their
total volume. Sales to wholesalers were also more
pm!mmm in the food and grovery tndustries, amonnt-
to 41.5 per cent us sgaingt 29.0 per cent for afl
industries. This is probably due to the fact that many
manufacturers of food and grocery products specialize
in the production of & lmited number of tems which
need wide distribution and the products are of & low
unit value so that divect contact with retuilers other
than chains, ordinary and voluntary, i practically out
of the question., Bales through wholesale branches
maintained by the manufacturers themselves in the
food ard grocery industries smounted to 16 per cent
a8 aguiost 16,1 per cent for all industries. Sales direct
to retailers consisted of 24.6 per cent for the food and
grovery industries as against 18.6 per cent for all in-
dustries. This large volume of sales direct to retailers
by the food and grocery industries, despite what has
just been said above, s due no doubt to the fact that
the greatest development of chains has ocourrd in
the grocery fisdd, These large-scale retudl institutions
usually obtain their merchandise direct from the
manufacturers, performing the wholessle function for
themuelves, either through the maintenance of chain-
store warehouses or otherwise. All such latter sales
by manufactiarers have been trented ms sales to re-
tailers. Sales to industrisl consumers, on the other
band, wers but 8.2 pm" eent fur the food and grocery
industries us sgainst 31.3 per cent for all industries.

Not sl

1

. sules value at point of production.

Bules to household consumers were ns high ss 5.6 per
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cent for the food and grocery industries as against 2.5
per cent for all industries,

The variation in percentages of distribution through
different types of wholesale and retail organizations

! are even greater for some industries than indicated

for the food and grocery industries, depending largely
upon the factors outlined in a preceding paragraph,
The channels through which manufactured goods
mave are also affected by the location of the manu-
fucturing plants in relation to the market for which
the goods are intended. The more distant the man.
ufgcturer’s producing plant is from its market the
laryger the variety of channels, other things being equal,
and vice versa. The conditions underlying con-
sumption constitute another factor in the determina-
tion of c¢hannels of distribution. Direct contact
i usually necessitated when the goods require instal-
lution services and technical adaptation to the require-
menis of the customer. To approach the problem
of selecting channels of distribution in a scientific
way, it is essential that knowledge be obtained con-
cerning how the various goods of the different indus-
tries are being distributed and what factors seem to
have governed the percentage distribution of those
goods by the various channels reported.

Flow of products of extractive industries.—Of the
$15,025,757,000 of goods produced for distribution
during the year 1929 by domestic industries other
than manufacturers, shown in Table I, approximately
£9.9 per cent ($10,510,456,000) was handled by whole-~
sale establishments, This figure was based on the
sales of products of extractive industries during the
yeoar reported to the Wholesale Clensus by commod-
ities amounting to $11,250,893,000 and exclusive of
duplicate sales made by agents, brokers, and other
wholesale organizations which seem to sell to other
wholesalers rather than to retailers or to industrial
consumers. From this was deducted $740,437,000
in the form of the mark-up used by wholesale estab-
lishments since the $11,250,893,000 represents the
selling value of these products by wholesale organiua- |
tions, wheress the $15,025,757,000 represents the
The amount of
mark-up or margin was determined on the basis of
operating cost as reported by wholesale establish-
ments operating in the selected trades, to which was
added an eatimated net profit percentage.

The products from extractive industries flowing
into wholesale channels were divided as follows:

Per cent
EOUTRCE OF PRODULTION v“(l;‘ﬁ%%ﬁw' Lvraliﬁ'cﬁg})
5
channels
Furm produets, . rounnmnmnnonannenwey 10, 146, 720, 000 90.0
Prastuots of mines md f;umles . 9, 392, 650, 000 45, 1
Produots of Tomesti. ... cooe e . 1, 100, m(z. (i} 2.9
TIBARELE OF DEDAFIBH - crrs s s onewr e e sems e e 108, 970, 000 [Q]

* Ipghudes s tadetersinute value of processed fish and sea foods,
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FUNCTIONS OF WHOLESALE ORGANIZATIONS

Practically all marketing organizations have come
into existence s a result of a definite need for their
gervices. It is probable that some of them have out-
lived their usefulness. TFor the most part, however,
valid reasons may be found for the existence of the
different types of organizations. This general state-
ment applies to all types of wholesale organizations
whose combined services are:

1. To distribute the goods of producers.

2, To establish business connections with retailers, indus-
trial consumers, and other wholesale organizations to which
the goods may be passed on in their movement to final destina-
tion, This may involve personal solicitation, advertising, or
eommunication by eorrespondence, telephone, or telegraph.

3. To provide adequate facilities for concentrating and han-
dling goods in large quantities when such goods are produced on
g relatively small scale.

4, To assemble a large variety of merchandise from multi-
farious sources so a8 to facilitate buying under one roof on the
part of retailers and industrial consumers.

5. To store goods until needed by the trade. Because of
the seasonal nature of produetion in agriculture on the one hand,
and the seasonal character of demand for many manufactured
goods on the other, it is essential that reservoirs be provided
at strategic points throughout the Nation to earry the physical
inventoriecs which these essential reserves represent. The
wholesaler has performed this function traditionally and still
continues to do so, although frequently assisted, in modern
times, hy public warchouses, manufacturers’ warehouses,
chain-store warehouses, and places provided by other types
of integrated trading institutions, such as department stores
and mail-order houses.  Whoever performs this task, the neces-
sity for providing storage for surplus reserves of merchandise
in relatively close proximity to consuming centers, is an inescap-
sble wholesale function.

6. To provide facilities for sorting, grading, and otherwise
preparing the goods for the market, in compliance with the
requirements of the trade.

7. To study the needs of the trade, quantitatively and quali-
tatively, In order to make proper goods available in suitable
lots for prompt delivery.

8. To furnish financial assistance to sources of supply and
to provide eredit accommodations to customers.

9. To study market conditions and to gather and interpret
all data affecting the movement of merchandise and the prices
of the various commodities involved.

10. To render advice and assistance to customers in order
to facilitatg the flow of goods to final destination. This often
neeessitates the use of much dealer help with the aim of eleva-
ting retall merchandising to a higher plane of efficiency.

Variation in the performance of wholesale func-
tions.—The functions outlined above vary consider-
ably with the kind of business, plane of operation of the
wholesale establishment, customers served, sources of
SU;{ply represented, and the type of wholesale organi-
zatlon. Vegetables, for example, may be graded
fhil'd"sorbetl by the wholesale merchant or com-
mmssion  merchant, while manufactured goods
coming into the hands of wholesalers do not require
1‘»_}16 performance of this function to the same extent
since such goods have alrendy been largely stand-
ardized by the manufacturer himself. Some whole-

sale establishments sell to other wholesale organiza-
tions instead of passing the goods on to retailers or to
industrial consumers., To the extent to which this
is true, it is unnecessary to render services which are
normelly required by retailers, such as dealer helps
or even financial assistance in the form of credit accom-
modations. Furthermore, if sales are made by whole-
salers to large-scale retail establishments, such retailers
may perform some of the functions that are normally
rendered by wholesalers. Again, the type of whole-
sale organization has g direct bearing upon the number
and variety of functions rendered. Some wholesale
organizations such as brokers or manufacturers’ agents
do not take title to the goods, therefore assume no
risks and may have a limited amount of handling or
no physical handling whatever.

The performance of a given function by wholesalers
may also vary in degree, depending upon some of the
same factors. Some manufacturers, for example, may
do their own financing entirely and also create a
demand for their goods. Others need financial as-
sistance and require that the wholesaler furnish such
help and also bear the burden of creating a demand
for their products. In the majority of cases, the
function of creating a demand for a manufacturer’s
goods is divided between the manufacturer and the
wholesaler, but the degree to which the wholesaler is
required to advertise and “sell” a given manufac-
turer's product varies considerably. '

Changing character of wholesaling.—A brief survey
of the history of development in the wholesale field
inevitably leads to the conclusion that wholesaling is
in a state of flux. Many types of wholesale organi-
zations are now in existence which were unknown two
decades ago. Cash-and-carry wholesalers and wagon
distributors are of recent origin. Even the old con-
ventional type wholesaler has modified his methods
of operation to a considerable degree. It is likely
that these changes will continue, depending largely
upon changes in retailing. As retail institutions
modify their methods of operation wholesale organi-
zations serving them must do likewise. The develop-
ment of the chain store, for example, necegsitated a
new form of wholesaling to enable independent stores
to compete effectively with their chain rivals. This
accounts largely for the existence of cooperative whole-
salers and wholesale cash-and-carry establishments.

The growth of the department store with its large
buying power was responsible to no small degree for
the disintegration of some of the large nationsal and
sectional dry goods wholesalers handling a general line
of dry goods, and the growth of specialty dry goods
houses in various parts of the United States. It is
probable that the tendency at the present time on the
part of retailers to take on wider lines of merchandise
will lend impetus to the growth of general line whole-
salers so that the pendulum may swing back from
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spoeinlty wholesaling 10 general line or general mer-
ehundise wholesaling,

The future structure of the wholesale field is also
affeeted by policies and methods adopted by producers
on the one hand and retailers or industrial consumers
on the ather. Hand-to-mmouth buving, for example,
on the part of either retailers or industrial consumers
tends to strengthen the pesition of the wholesaler who
s foreed thereby to mainiain more sdequate stocks
and  to provide bmmediate delivery since many
of the orders received by bim  are for rush
shipment. The extent to which channels of distri-
bution are selerted by producers on the basis of facts
wred figures, rather than bies and preconceived notions,
is wnother important factor.  Above all, however, the
future of wholesale crganizations will depend largely
on the extent to which the wholesale functions can
be performed more economically by either retailers,
industrial consumers, or selling producers which, in
turn, is contingent to no small degres upon the alert-
ness and efficieney on the part of existing wholesale
eatablishments.

While no definite predictions can be made as to
what the trends will be until other eenguses are taken,
the results of which might be compared with those of
the present census, it is certain that changes will be
effectsd in the wholesale field, although it is important
to bear in mind that “nature makes no leaps” as
evidenced by the continued importance of the old
line service wholesaler,

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF WHOLESALE
TRADE

Wholesale trade, by divisions and by States.—
In addition to presenting wholesale trade statistics
iy States, dats are given for 9 groups of States known
officially as geographic divisions.® It is believed that

 The Suten uded fn the respective Siviglons ares as follows:
Now Eugland - Muine, New Yistupabire, Vermons, Maasschusetts, Rhode
Ivland, Conpeetiong.
Middls Athantio-New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania.
Yo, Tedisws, 1lineis, Michigan, Wisennsin,
Weet Nerth Centrab-Mismesnts, Iows, Missour, North Dakots, Bouth
Tenkata, Nebraske, ¥awmea,
foutl Atlentie - Delaware, Murylwnd, Distriod of Columbia, Virginin, West
Wirghuln, Morth Uareling, Bouth Osreline, Georgla, Florida,
Lo, Gouth Contepl—Kourueky, Tennosws, Alsbara, M isslasippi.
Weat fomsh Coptral—Arkanms, Touiinng, Oklabhons, Texss,
Momptutnoloradlo, Avizens, Tdshe, Montans, Wyondug, New Mexien,
Tiuk, Hovade,
Parkfio--ulitornis, Crogon, Waskiogion,

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION

| the States within each of the geographic divisions are

. sufficiently homogeneous in physieal characteristics,
| in the composition of their population, or in theiy

social and economic qualities to make each division

relatively distinet economic unit. Each geographic

division differs, to a considerable degree, from mogt |
of the others so that comparisons can be made between
different sections of the country, and since wholesale
trade is seldom confined within State boundaries, geo-
graphic divisions are of considerable importance in
meusuring the market potentialities for various partg
of the United States.

The wholesale trade of the United States appears to
be highly concentrated geographically. The States
in the Middle Atlantic, East North Central, and West
North Central Divisions account for nearly two-thirds
of the total volume (66.41 per cent), whereas these
States contain but 52.8 per cent of total population,
This is further corroborated by the statistics on Chart
1V and in Table 111 showing wholesale trade by States,
Fully 71.61 per cent of all wholesale trade is accounted
for by the following 10 States, the first 4 of which were
responsible {for almost half (48.2 per cent) of the total
volume:

. Per cont

STATE Total salea of total
WEW YOIK i e s i e $17, 604, 633, 820 25.41
B3 6, 861, 067, 302 9.90
Pennaylvania. 4, 777,291,874 6.8
California. ... 4, 169,823, 157 .00
Missionri.... 3,361, 720, 921 4.85
Ohip, . 3, 084, 100, 457 4.47
Massacl 38, 085, 865, 686 4,42
Texas... .. 2, 804, 517, 870 4.05
Michigan... . 2, 172,408, 645 1
WEIDDOB0B e menae o s e e e smmn e m e e 1,716,943, 724 2.48

While there is some general relationship between
the population of a State and its volume of wholesale
trade, it s not as close as that indicated for the geo-
graphic divisions because the operations of many whole-
sale establishments cover wide territories, consider-
ably beyond the boundaries of the State in which they
are located. Colorado, for example, is thirty-third in
population, but twenty-sixth in volume of wholesale
trade. Nebraska is thirty-second in population but
fourteenth in wholesale trade. The State of Washing-
ton is thirtieth in population but eleventh in wholesale
trade. On the other hand, there are a number of

States which are high in population but very low in
wholesale distribution,
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40 WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION
Prsin 11, WHOLESALE TRADE OF THE UXITED STATES, BY GROGRAPHIC DIVISIONS AND BY STATES

NUMBE EMPLOYEES
B B LS NUMBER OF EMPL Stocks on
Balaries and | hand, end
i”’g"”“ , _— wages (or Yyoar
atien Tutal Male Femule at cost)
1,805,042 |l 1,310,860 | 294,078 || 43,010,128, 536 |¢5 246,730, 4t
VHITED STATE 012, 143 {| 741,007 | 170,146 || 1,713, 250,483 |3 389, 55 37
W hadensintn o oo o sgl I DoRiuT2 | 123,097 || 1,200,570,062 (1) 804, 181, %
Cotbr ty s of Wi mw ettnhlnbe i, Lt IS i
S REPE R LAV LN i
Rt o L7 gl 111,184 BR, 5011 22,574 208,778,407 1 328,350, 81
i Lot 11 412807 || ae3 1821 80,125 069, 543, 504 1, 549, 196, £7)
S P 2l amaos | memend | 57 687, 611, 355 , 483,
d- all e 508 1634851 33,023 341,008, 164 | 715,032, 1%
v 4 b il bRl 13,079 | 26,248 200,123,109 | 360, 267, 169
f M 6 64, 502 55, 836 8, 666 05,385,002 | 237, 353, U2g
/b 5 5 104,153 00,34 | 13,767 168, 731,979 380, 369,472
IARS L g 24, 680 1 4,709 13 | 104, 748, 886
e 1 " 168, 103 138, 005 30, 068 205, 200 862 | 556, 000,485
V.o ¥ - e vl
BT8RN . .
) 4, - 3,733 2,00 | 1,68 23 650 326 | 44,008,214
AR 5 8, 463 j
4 w”:}a % W i b } 1% wem 109 | w2600 180 435,847,129
) S, 625, m PouTky o W) B H, 628 12,324 2,304 23,047, a7, 448, 507
! S, 0, B0 76 W 18,202 13, 565 4,707 2§. ggg, gg; 48,438,401
‘ oL 0ad | L Bs yioo4l 7, &8 6,450 | 1, 700, 308,874
; ‘ , G mwer | erl o sol 81| OB 16030 315 20,760,860 | 33,481,647
h “;mm‘ ; |18l 1 mas Ah N2 | L 67 i I 24,745 18, 961 3,774 36,805,640 | - 62,219, 64
By e e AR wi %% mg i 133’% 32,%5 34? 233 b 4}3,‘3},;:?%
Hhpaln - DR D MGlSew| 1wl ) u| el 28| 4u2l 4328200 | 6180877
; 2,007,008, 088 1 153 mi 3 7,608 mow!l 438t AL031,801 | 63,104,900
{ 160 78,580 | 147 15 2% 22,975 20,104 2,871 35,177,481 | 153, 514,728
458, 78 7l 1w 21,538 18,348 | 3,100 20,083,208 | 00,958,953
ewed | te| m| wm| vaml 1sme| g 2008 ) 58 00e 0
et 478, 451 .27 fr 5 7,45 6,508 | 1,037 ;1,005,486 .zz,oéz,
M ary N T4, 860088 | L7 zl o 22,468 17, 890 4,%8 ag 0 480 49,5 ﬁ
Moasehssetis. T TN Gk ) 3,080 kah g | 442 7 E 72,979 57,062 | 14,967 45,9 221, 54,
] 8,97 2,178, 40, 545 1 314 9 v 47,406 8,426 | 8,981 97, 087, 110 118, 537, 006
y&fgf&gﬁa@ «;,m TTLOA T 446 w1 3,504 jnee b 6,148 “o ety %2 1%’%%%’%
LTIy ms el B G W 2 6,746 6, 078 668 1 na | o
. oesn o mamn T, 9l 4K ) 10 78, 488 63,680 [ 15,808 145,571, 080 | 240, 247, 292
DU nam s snaz, oMy 4l % 4,436 3, 787 540 6,981,435 | 19,025, B8
i } s
o804 1064, 084,%5 ) LB3l 4] 82 17,268 4,50 [ 2,742 28,106,033 { 58,50, 589
wy WwrsET |l 49 49 "&70 ' 630 49 8{;{%{% L gzs,g&
326 B, 415,714 B 451 42 2,456 2,108 : 3'690'373 6, 220, 800
. e s 4,844 3,008 %l 3611 148 n 9 g 23,764 3,832 55,63 $ i .743.940
TR MBI s i e e 817 &3, 548, 927 o H 45 1,355 1,258 2,330, 7
Hew e b Ema b gy entemn el WA 3 1 ewose |l w09 63,857 600, 202,950 |1, 273, 191, 308
Nﬁm;i (Mﬁmmm AT Ul S Ea ChEagvem | tes] ) 12l 24dmm 812|630 25,828,350 | | 63, m,gﬁ
m o Link ot %618 0, 426, B3 8 anlo 5,920 5,483 448 9,929,864 | 24, " m
e DU el Bob4, 100,457 [ 447 [ 4 4,756 70,070 1 14,680 164, 007,155 17,4
nmmmu e RO S 1 ¥ IR B OTD | 112 @) o 19,210 noa2| 2168 30, 916, 058 , 654,
Copngm ... 1,408 a0, w0 | 67 my M 14,859 12,418 1 2,241 24,100,176 | 40,580,000
Y’mﬁwm 1y, 42 LT BLER | 6 ) 3 ] 113,656 mﬁgw 21,430 217,649, 788 | 306, g;ﬁ. %ﬁ
¥elhymte Teipnit 7 S, 0TL NS |43 (S 8,02 6,743 1,280 14,820,323 | 23, %»2‘095
Heth arek 1,58 W3R, B, i 48 TSI 7,79 6, 520 1,167 10, 634, 17 17,‘3 08
Houth Takota 1,98 36, 480, 422 Y W 5, 537 4,010 627 8,615,702 | 16,810,
Posstiig . S e TR xR RO, L 14 1y 1 22, 485 19,816 | 3,188 35,128,717 | 08,735,409
pens o B wwdnzani 4y KD o) wewEl) WAM) RMB) WML SmEROS
Eiab S fts 180, 100 474 8 wi 40 5,737 4,050 787 9,711,607 l-,ﬁgﬂ. s
VORI BVLEELEM L R “ 48 1,033 1,640 288 2,800,256 | 54 ?’w
SR [E%-"7%  E. #47 W 2, 73% 18, 178 4,561 20,271,574 | 79,83,
WABEABR 1,347,185, 989 | 160 1] & 36,201 4,850 | 5,541 51,100,090 | 79,673,827
Wt & irgisin ek B 8 TR 10,339 g 14| 1,226 10,302,006 | 29,530, &
W igoomity.... e w9 TS | 1AL wmi 13 31,231 25,380 | 5,E42 51 075,480 | 108,974, 760
R | 4, B0, BT N %l 48 o5 807 o8 1,854,785 4, 215, 47
|

Wholesale trade, hy cities.—The consentration of
wholesale trade in the larger cities is clearly brought
out by the fact that fully 76.25 per cent of all wholesale
business was Lransscted by establishinents located in
cities having, in 1930, 100,000 inhabitands or more.
This business was mnduc*m& by 81,144 sstablishrents
or nearly half of the wholesale mm} lishments in the
United States. (These figures in no way refleet the
smount of goods purchased at wholesale in any piven
wres, nor do they show which wholesale establishments

| supply the consumption requirements of a given terri-
tory, except in a very general way.)

The facts in Table IV indicate not only the prepon-
derance of large cities as wholesale markets but also
| that the average size of the business establishment is
greater in these cities than in other communities,
since less than half of all wholesale establishments

reount for over three-quarters of all the business.
In partisl explanation of this condition it may he
peinted out that, in small communities, there are a
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large number of assemblers of agricultural commodities
and many bulk tank stations in the petroleum trade
which operate on a relatively small scale and thereby
bring down the average.

Although the larger cities as a group dominate the
wholesale trading picture, there is by no means perfect
correlation between volume of wholesale trade and
population within the city. The first two cities in
population, New York and Chicago, are also the leading
wholesale centers, but thereafter notable differences
develop. Boston, for example, is the third largest
wholesale center although only ninth in population.
Again, 8an Francisco, which ranks eleventh in popula-
tion, is fifth in wholesale trade; Pittsburgh, which is
tenth in population, is seventh in wholesale trade; and
Kansas City, Mo., which is nineteenth in population,
is ninth in wholesale trade. There are, conversely, a

number of cities which have a lower rank in wholesale
trade than they enjoy in population. All in all, there
is considerable variation between rank in volume of
wholesale trade and rank in population for the entire
group of cities, although the average variation is not
great. M

Individual differences among cities, however, indi-
cate that wholesale trade is a function of more than the
single variable population. Other factors of impor-
tance are age of the community, the character of its
hinterland, competition from other wholesale centers,
special industrial developments, transportation facili-
ties, proximity to the sea, and other geographic factors.

1t A eorrelation cosflicient of 0.54 was eomputed by the rank date method indieating
8 considerable degres of positive correlstinn between size of c¢ity and volume of
wholesale trade. (A correlation coefficient may range from G to +I or ~1. The
nearer it approsches +1 or —3§ the greater the degree of eonrrelation indieated.)

TapLe IV.—~WHOLESALE TRADE OF CITIES HAVING, IN 1930, 100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE

Number NET HALES R | Rt KUMBER OF EMPLOYEKS Stocks on
of estab. HS in - Salariesand | hand, end
lish- Per i’;;;f‘el' i popu. i Wages of year
ments Total c*tentt ?( € Mation || Total || Male | Female (at cost)
ota i
Tnited SRS . o m e e e e 169, 702 || 869,201, 547,604 | 100.00 {| .. .. . ... 1,605,042 || 1,810,980 | 204,073 || €3,080, 129, 535 |85,248,789,857
Total for principal eltien. . ..o B1, 244 1| 52,836,461,005 | 76.26 4 ... _ .l ... .. 1,114, 857 884,460 | 220,387 || 2, 308, 885, 615 |8, 748, 851, 860
Aderon, OO e e mwm—— 201 105, 532, 381 L1h 57 i) 2,628 2,809 349 & 236, 132 6, 064, 953
W NL Y. 243 124, 334, 087 18 52 64 3,630 3,011 14 6, 879, 817 11,784, 737
Atlanta, Ga... 76 498, 917, 471 72 23 3 11, 866 4, 750 2,316 21,750,044 [ 30, &71, HeT
Haltimore, Md.. 1, B89 651, 095, HE2 04 18 [ 18, 465 15, 642 3,423 29,850,907 1 45, iR, 011
Blrmingham, Ala 423 254, 204, 471 87 31 B4 €, H40 5 617 023 11, 662, 818 18, 328, 847
Hoston, T\'th%' ............................................ 3,053 2,357, 016, 604 3.40 3 9 45, T4 37, o 11, 007 103, R0, 739+ 161, 068, K70
Bridgeport, Conn. R 145 74, 073, 953 1 [ 54 1, 893 1, 568 327 3, 875, 181 7, 656, 682
Huffalo, N, Y..... ., 168 671, 784, (99 47 16 13 14, 548 11, 531 3,07 29,717, 334 29, 319, 645
Cambridge, Mass. . 121 55, 754, 24 N 75 74 @659 2,154 35 £, 472, 638 8, 150, X05
Camden, NoJ oo emencneoanns 65 10, 388, 046 3 ar 73 K15 728 4 1,447, 118 1, 463, 348
(*'ant(m, Ohio, : 120 35, 223, 592 G5 85 %3 1,204 Gt 208 2, 208, 632 2,810, 124
Chattanaogs, Tenn.. 185 52,753, 800 09 70 67 1,663 1, 468 185 9, 944, 139 9, 763, 920
tjhimga, ... 6, 702 5,870, 166, 410 8.47 2 2 138, A7 1049, 855 2, 802 300, 426, 769 | 357, KY6, 405
(.lnm!mmtx, Ofifo. . 4 4,32 729, 818, 431 1,05 13 17 17,852 13, 565 3, 087 34, 009, 385 43, 812, 031
Cleveland, Ohlo. ... e 1,908 1,106,728, 234 | 1.60 11 f 24, 946 40,351 4, 545 51, 877, 688 | 55,272,028
Colmbngy O, oo 518 228, 252, 247 .33 an 2 #9147 5, 87 1, 160 12, 522, 5% 17,920, 317
{;ullim. 'I‘(c;.l.,, e ’llg‘lz. é??. :gg?j l.ﬂ;: 14 33 12,662 1.(1). 2; 2,97 24, 283, 343 .‘3;. .;.‘gl, 630
ayton, Uhlo, 2, 668, 8 .16 B3 41 , 133 2 604 5, 605, 845 , 201, 080
Driver, (Colo, . 034 saomoral sl a5 29 10, 564 BéT2] 1,802 18,343,811 | 25,720, 052
Dest Moines, JOWa. .. ooome i e 333 149, 074, 534 22 44 i) : 5 453 4, 547 406 9, 203,830 | 11,005,817
Detroit, Mich. 2,136 1,540,069, 671 | 2,22 [ 44 26,610 21,169 5,341 61, 185,172 1 67,760, 2682
i i, N, fi A1, 161, . 7 s ! Th 1, 426, 5, 168, 02
L1 Pyso, Tex... 205 74, 383, 040 11 6 86 i 2,075 1,757 278 8, 514, F47 7,287,753
Txie, Pl i 159 31, 947, 269 a g8 [ 1, 2% 1,008 e } 2, 142, HOR 3,310, 004
I?}Yzm!wille, Ind. ..o.... 184 G}, (96, 426 08 i B8 1,964 ¢ LE73 201 2, 933, 038 4, 522, 253
Fall River, Mass 130 55, 143, 856 JOR 76 71 848 | ANt a7 1, 467, 204 2,008, 165
Flint, Mmh. P 102 38, 518, 564 R R2 el 1,365 | 1,15 208 2, 88}, 677 <4, 738, 450
F:m‘t Wayne, Ind.___ 158 53, 164, 235 JR 7 T8 225 1,718 A15 4, BR3, 918 6, 385, BOL
Fort Worth, Tex 240 976, 844, 178 .40 pa1} 44 3,426 | 3,008 4i8 5 653,007 | 11,148, 460
L L U 28 wos2ze | o] es| o2 20 | 24 2 €83, 810 440, 798
(irand Kapids, Mich 416 152, 620, 642 22 43 4 3, 938 3, 250 58 7, 682, 241 11,334, R4l
Hartford, Conn...... . 323 125, 187, 201 18 A1 47 7, 804 4,615 2, B9 8 526,844 | 16,019,222
Hmman, Tex.,. .. 506 519, 613, 186 .78 22 26 7,354 6, 307 1,047 13, 5R7, 170 72, 865, 542
Indianapolis, Ind.._. . "o 7C e e ————— 730 436, 506, 252 83 24 21 9, 769 8, 043 1,726 1B, 482, 143 23,389,172
Jucksonyille, Pl . ooreecincmeaeeine e aeeeemne 346 180, 779, 118 OB a8 63 4,234 3,603 541 7, 642, 9% 13,267,432
Jersay Clty, N, J__ 169 117, 708, 509 7 53 23 8, 658 3, 000 658 11 7,527, 728 10,769, 731
Bansas City, Kan. 97 92, 217, 073 Bt 3 68 2, 614 2,439 175 4,293, 524 10, 629, 164
Kansag City, Mo, 1,664 1,400, 722, 337 2:02 ¥ 1% 24,35 19,732 4,622 3 48, 874, 066 84, 505, 500
Enexville, Tonn_._.. _ 1T I 135 53, 448, 242 N W &1 2,042 L KU 3,709,479 5,401,054
]I,'mlg ﬂeﬂtrb, Qﬂlif ____________________________________ 127 33,803,318 L Of 8y 5 1, 207 1,1% TR 1 2, 168,725 3,377,915
L) @I\:mms.'(;rallt. 3,153 1,474, 089, 484 LW b1t} 5 40, sl Wi, 602 G, 979 |! 78, 063, 411 125,920, 522
Loutsvitle, Ky 528 267, 874, 140 3G 30 24 | &, 864 7,839 1, 84 i 15,641,233 40, 344, 362
Loweli, Mag 89 24, 048, 146 .03 W ow H a7 7 1,175, 751 1,203, 371
Ly, Musg. 2170 T 119 17,281,041 | .02 2 7 830 708 21y 1, 469, 656 1,171, 470
!

Memphis, Tenn. «.oees oo A28 652,876,672 | .4t 17 1 9,44 ¥, 112 LB 1,200 | 84,046,527
M, Flu_.. 247 awTss 00| ) Wl T LT 1, 562 165 574,025 | 4,082, 451
Mitwankee, Wis.. . 1,050 544, 650, 118 .74 21 121 14,980 11, 705 2,644 25, K02, 630 | 43,597, 203
Mirmeanlis, Minn 1,816 846,457,583 | 1,22 12 510 17,428 14, 043 3, B0 31, 542,413 90, 301, 44
Naalivitle, Tenn, 225 129, 806, 053 19 44 a1 ! % 103 2,087 516 £, 493, 353 4, 065, 419
Wewark, N.j. 00T 643 393,420,305 1 ar ol 1D geR2 %0821 1,570 20,843,350 | 24,418, 400

[
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v INHABITANTS OR MORE—Continued
e Toe 5 T TR e < VING, IN 1930, 100,000
Tapiz 1V, -WHOLESALE TRADE OF CITIES HAVING,
S
| R OF EMPLOYEES ,
) NET BALES Rumk Rauk NUMBE alant Btooks
Number) in{.!'lol 4l &lugz sand hzzx;d, ud
LR | ) Tear
mliww ! Total ml;:ror ume Rn;? Total Male | Female (at ety
o A
: total
| .
gssonsm | 0.0l B TOR L8 L0 ol | wamw
: 5 ' H 835 ' Lot
New dHavom, Lo ot R O WY I 50 (N PR 44 gt
New trwarih L8 CoLwnER | ale| 1| 1| ewmawr| 1sua0s| sdoz3|l 500,005,082 1, 100 e
g York ity 1Cireniar New York) 15 68 . 4600 4,075 616 9,702,570 | 16, 040,49,
; ; 187, 4123, 157 jaze || 16750 | 2582 30,804,320 | 47 g0
B i Biggrer u;m " m, é%: % 2%,2: 230 155,907 | 40, 893 ):-13?2: %{1)2, ggg 1'030:%;%%
/ 525 703 || 610 9 16040
: 2,710 410 a1 40 X -
mimm S 11740442
B behasanal Be .
2,899 ) 5,800, 553
LNt I L % o 1,063 740 0,711,133 1%?;?:;3
im0l m| @ ces|l sesm| ow|  insotay| ma
ma| ) g 8| se rm) o) s s
ERE: » B f o . &5. ﬁflﬁ' 88 . N ) :
PREEEMER, Dy . e e e , 48, 080
) 2,19 500 4,620,511 7.4
Douria, T - s wamis ) 001 B S| avaw| wem| whesio| wen
Piatieliin, 16 437 220 81,012 s 7| w0l omas| 2% 05|58 gg. ggg o g
Farind (v ' i“i; ,3% &?’ wo| @) R & W& ool | Itk 19047002 | 181000
Progidonee, B, 57 » :
3,174, 85
woy weueaol el R PIRI RER| udse| unzer| mied
g Uwme) w)owlom)oam) e ) s g
| (B0 8 40,769 1, ' )
Lonuey Langbie) 2B 6| w " 030 o5R0 | 144l 12,085 544 | %4 1301
| : 7,66 !
Bait I,m;myr (227 ST SSS B 139,332,&3332 ig g gg 3.’75}? 31333 ggg 7:g4g 9362 %wm
%Ammm, e e e | 13 133,819, 637 7 5 2 64z 2381 444 4,21, 016 5604
San Liwgo, Culll. .. 1 flwasil B0 S| Gl srbs|  omsor| w7 | Troassd| et
s Fraeiseo, Luif By LI BE 2 | | ‘3o 7, 683 35 5,686,135 | 7563
Shorazban, T .. . s 111, 865, 674 16 y y
14
Heattls, Wash Lu 574,707,123 | .88 gg %g 15.3(3)}5 12, ggg 2 "{'gg 22.(7)%;{%; 4;.%3.&
Somervilis, M o mamy B0 & 1,304 1,163 241 77058 | 3w
o e LB aette| Bl @] w| gus| ses| 7w nasson | i
ﬁ%ﬁﬁfm,;&mm. LTI . 608 | 17 6| B2 3,613 , 843 670 , 357, 528,48
e w ommm x| % o8l gml osm oml oame) e
Then ‘ Wil Geemes| 1| ed] 9 0| zue) s 13, 83?'45(% L
o { 17 wLee s | o2l 3| @ 7 502 6, \ Y
%i?;?ﬁiiéz. ’.55“’4 o w2l smmzes| .05 8| es| nam| 1207 170 2,344,520 | 2700
; o 312 4,080,008 |  9,441,08
b i mani L ol A 8] MRl MG G| goen| cws
¥ bl ' ; : ) 14 575 8450 | 1,1 , 700, a5,
Wi Eas m | 105154 543 %% al 7 gi 125 2, 520 005 g ggg 50 3.;@% o
W ibmington, 1900 127 ! 167, 114, 368 i 50| B8 1742 1,301 351 381,
| :
U meamre| 100 e7] 42 2,781 2,202 189 4,876,207 | o100
;ngzfz%%?w 3;2 U oy eenier wui 8| @ 809 '726 83 1, (ﬁg &1 éﬁm
Y ounganen, 4 woeer| i @] 4 2,970 2,660 310 5,
i
¥ M State County
Wholesale trade by counties.—The concentration ohi Cuyalogs
4 » L3 JO e e — e ————————
of wholesale trade hy counties is shown in the follow- Allegheny
ing table (Table V) and on the accompanying map. | Pennsylvania.. ... ________________________ Philadelphia

Of the total volurae of wholesale trade, over one-half,
or $35,605,811,825, is accounted for by the following
11 eounties (including the independent city of St

Louis) euch with over $1,000,000,000 of wholesale
trade:

Brate County
— Lon Angeles
salffernin, ... o ... - "'““'“”““{San Francisco

Wiinels OO ORI & <Y¢) Y
Mm&whuw!w IR Y - 1111 (3)1'¢
Buehlgar. ..o Wayne
YT Jackson
Missouri. . .. B Tt T A e City
New York... ..o ovirencciecennneenen . New York

Another $8,476,641,567, or 12 per cent of the to?al
volume, is accounted for by 13 additional countis
showing business of $500,000,000 to $1,000,000,000
each. There are 52 counties each with a volume of
business ranging from $100,000,000 to $500,000,000,
which accounted for an additional $10,084,690,374, or
15 per cent. The next 51 counties, each with busines
ranging from $50,000,000 to $100,000,000, contributed
$3,477,341,736, or 5 per cent. Altogether, 127 counr
ties and mdependent cities in the United States, esh
with business of $50,000,000 and over, contributed
$57,644,485,002, or 83 per cent of the total volumeof

wholesale trade for the United States.
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o WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION
SR e WHOLESALE TRADE O gy | N o
RADE OF THE UNITED STATES, BY STATES A
I8, STATES AND COUNTIES

g dutt Tor bndividund establish 13 are inelu n State
¢ b gl ftishments, bul such dote ineluded in 8
totuls]

CERS S % adag 18 5y
‘ PR bE P s I &
g Ll 1507 M

- Wi
Wb suby Ruz: V|
T ,“glfl Number of
Pro I umiployecs
[P tats- Net sules Butarl fitock
ALaBaW lish- and | hund ‘and
A ments Total | Male | Fer | OO of Year
male (at cost)
S
TR Tutal Tollars
- o 2,058 | 873, 074,0
T 060 | 8,405 | 7,690 | 528 |12 100 bae | gooae
“isig *ffi g,hmem% 87 79, (44, 686 | 5,002 | 4,542 | 520 - , 860, 080
a ablishuents, |1, 482 | 103, 424 8,120,185 | 23, 61,
 ekomses 43,424,403 | 3,401 | 3,002 | 309 | 4,07 o167
Ak oevoone| 08| 2072 074,857 | 7,043
) nuallo) a0a| W, 41 s L
» 143, 20
| Zune) 7 N | B
Q0 bt M W i sy o g
3| Loz, 0 i 87018 | 50
e 2ol i G 2,001
R AT ol 1] smos| Wi
AN T Y o
2| gl g5 wo) o) oa8n AN
ogwe| B| 2 5| 85703  io0 e
oo 0| 9 1 anost| 506w
8 ) ) e ) o
Lt v A R 2| | s
41 N g y D7 ,
0, 447 tﬁfﬂ?ﬁ G 3| ek | a0 o '3 oo 8 308
, T N—— 19 L886,480 | 119 17 61, 604 I
) ” B42, 543 45 s 2 80, 408 60,961
4 ‘ A md»()()9 12 1 :{ 64,072 23’ 120
E a4 b Faulkue “ ’ 'gég 58 51 5 12,873 85: 371
B H . ?TL: 3%2 ankn‘f::“m". %g 2,434, 318 ég 13 ferens ?g’ ég‘lz n Og?
Fuyertu 3 6 | fkgon - i Pome| 7l 9.0 88,475 1
Frymk SR T 134, 1 ;;gg’and"”"“"" Bg 3 55?4;['451 13 lg ...... g 1,
; Aoa e Gt 7)o el wel |4 188, 003 o
i 0 e & n i 9 9 11 , 05 1
! e B Gobm| o 2oy s | Sl
: . H;}Wa%d BEe oo o b 3 558: 280 66 60 g 04,070 mg' 568
: 1 Howard,.. ... ... !l 1 mom 20 20 109, 044 158 (]
Indopendencs. . 47| 6450 wo| | |7EF 20
\ o B B el 2| Bl o] Soe2 ol
,mm;;g«m---.._- Bl g o 08) 104 100,508 | g g7
i o S oot b2l M 3 oo 500
b linos | sl gl 2| 125514 >
W | i, it y 77 e Y Wl 6 31k o
Syl 4l 500 mlodlE B sam
X 5 i 4 I 3
i) T3 L W Ry o
: Ml s 42 g . 201, 128
wlo 214 ?ag 28 28 1 26, 304 Ei' 721
[ , 486, 560 50 50 28, 583 4 2
18 ;76 221 60 56 i £3, 619 45' B1s
Missiaal W1 91 g 0 000 105,
ngm‘i‘jf”_ R 1R Ueo) s 5| 2 g8 0,979
N S fucir e W ol o) s | e
y S5, 00 L. o 9 4, (19 g
1, i, 21 ?ﬁﬁé’:’im-- ..... % L ?11, 6y 18 13 """" 24,528 lg‘g: o
hi | gl | agien) ) o g
i L q Phiti o smn 26"" 61 [ (X)'
; WAL | Pike. o 75 noa | 4 124, 208
A 28 4w 1 Polummtt ] 18,222,470 | 337 | 8 : | 82 L
i i E 23 . 16
) i Lolosett.. 438, 263 14| 507,605 y
) b1t ) Tolk.... 2| 1,903 ol Bl | BORET
5 L1 | Pope M| jsLes| o 2l 4nm gt
e 602 || Pulaakd 1T 0] a0, sl R 3| o 190404
ay 4,903 || Randolph. -l 168 | 101, 39 1 1 8| mue 20,400
o 64,46 |} 6t Franois-- 303,027 | 2,285 | 1,005 | 330 | 3, 040, 868 ot
E 1, MH T4l i Baline neis. 25 4 1 ""10 830 | 3,947,858 @2 81
: i i hmtt.::"'"'“" 5| g0 | sz| @[ TE| e \ 251, 227
ARIBON A i Y porey oo S| 2ailel 13 BT nEo| s
17500 1| oyt emeeeee O35 g I A I A Bt R
Tetl. ......| G4 e T , 068,405 | 9601 802| 98 15, 267 8%, 000
Whletmiars onty. o7, 554, 841 Fitvedd o B bz 14 |9 Lot 6,000 80
Jiliovin wm-‘”‘%ﬂ‘ A i | 4, e 5480005 | 9,876,878 %’” H"'an::::::: 7 10, x) (1%6 (x%6 """" 14,881 o
Mimmmﬁw Y 4 110, 360 - wwﬁl’“w--.., 7 915,628 § 4i2| 30 (x) 1,
w 2, 78, Bt ] e | W ewn. ... 621 10 a8 9| 8| eunzs | 1,020
& DS P B e " %%283 0| 117G woios |z
booBomh ey { : ot + 853, 538 12| 160, e
b ey @ c | m| tomus| #| M|l e
| 8,009, 180 o0 | ALIFORNTA # Mo | wm
X3 ! s 30, 408 o wunawanal, TH 14
o, 85l | 35k g - 75, : 7L [l 10h, 38, Lo )
64, 10| 350 Lo 681 1 W 4 23, 063100,
hEt A1 %?%)%7 o Felcdesalees only 1,106 1,801, 465,004 [, 045 5 , 737122, 816/218, 909, 186] 435, 847, 120
"“’?‘i?%@ AN 8. a0 f?’w et s, 045 1267,410,12 o, 5 151, 536 (10, 500/ 15, 085, 068|211, 002, 246
x| | BT o 7, o ) 14D [4297,440,1238 161, 008 T e
R RLY gl uLe 185,160 11 Alarmeda, : i1, 08 149, 20 7
s | & m LR i I i Ripigg 1770|110 000|600 L {1 7104, Béa, 218 224 7, B
b, e | oz Cwr i Thon | R Ty SSTN i 11, 531, 333
3 b 7 £ uﬂ:m Bi6 60 1 ¢ ;il& . . = 147, 882 '0 14, 750 705
125,00 | Cotnsmen 0 o bameid ) 140 o
cetn X 180,
0l abbhae] %] Tul® (x')002
1] doe87
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UNITED STATES SUMMARY: 1929 45
Tapre V.—WHOLESALE TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES, BY STATES AND COUNTIES—Continued
[An (%) in column indicales that information muat be withheld in order Lo evoid disclosing duta for individual establishments, bul such datsy are ineluded in Stele totals
NIum- g Stocks on
iy tocks on
of 5| net salos bad, end Salarles | hand, end
tah- of year wages of year
lish- (at cost) (at cost)
ments
cumonmA~ COLORADO—
Lontiuued Dollars Dollars Contigued Dollars Dollars
3, 485, 400 94, 568 403, 748
158, 601 11,922 38, 467
3,476, 548 47,201
62, 449, 913 4,172, 660 53, 163
2,939, 036 44, 470 21, 706
3, 966, 623 378,371 441, 707
24, 976, 965 1, 143, 557 174, 302
369, 0! 45, 642 94, 447
20,252, 090 1,881, £5% (x)
5,999, 866 3, 625 (x)
125,318 7, 920 155, 804
320, 165 22, 743 x)
1,540,821,71 139, 794, 579 232, 980
477, 39, 420 2,169, £30
1,118,032 41,528 X)
50, 926 7, 266 403, 904
1,351, 183 59, 541 36, 618
4,318, 651 , 964 183, 791
742, 84, 301 (x)
(x) (x) San Miguele.. ... 6,628
15,402, 224 431,620 {| Sedgwitkememev-n- 88,417
1 438 402 77,843 (| Sumznit.... b
008 106,214 || Tellor-.. ..
56, 388. 660 1,425, 26 Washington.
4, (18'.«)). 037 (200, 9 Weld.vnw -
X X} VUM reercarne
15,432, 677 892, 334
Sacramento. 88 272,918 11, 407, CONNECTICUT
Han Henito,oen--- 1, 145, 862 1,715
gan Bernardino.. | 133 | 53, 636, 905 1,438, 409 Total.conmwnnnnil, 28,098, 521 | 48,488, 481
San DIeg0v-mvee 208 | 59,319,400 5, 062, 406
Sen Franvxsm.w 3,164 [1,784,174,052 144 105,010 {| Wholesalers only. 17, 547, 697 | 26, 140, 926
Ban Jonguin .- . 1 140, 3,795,267 || Other wholesale
Ban Luic Obispo..} 87| 46,981,002 569, establishments. 10, 550, 824 | 22,207, 505
£sn Mateo... 211 22,234,937 650, 446
Eanta Barbara 17,611, 801 918,286 || Fairfield 6,071,286 | 9,000,863
24, 242,175 1,524,205 i Hartford 10, 04:, 2241 20,802,037
13, 085, 641 1,105,126 || Litehfield 3 185, 553 331,016
634, 206 56,016 | Middleses.munn.. 304, 672 471,184
.................................... New Havel..wwn. 10,148,475 | 14, 491 331
1 972, 688 1,337,882 Il New Londol..... 2 11,120,710 J 038, 791
4 284, 105 208,440 It Tolland...eeswmn- 38,121 y
27,375, 848 620, 140 I Windham, ..uuran 181, 480 2061, 226
9, 287, 562 470, 652
762, 654 46,619 DELAWARE
1,309, 215 1,120
................................... Total .coccvn 3,778,207 | 10,514,183
21, 220 930 428,986
2. 361 41, 242
27,922, 402 4,408, 187 | Wholesalers only . 1, 523, 113 2,607, 285
5,409, 970 165,825 || Other wholesale
2 675, 845 142 652 establishmends. 2, 255, 184 7,816, 808
goramAno Ko Gt 35599 s 3235 %7
vew Castle , 433, ,
Total..........12, 075 | 539,625, 628 87, 448, 587 SUSBET. e 204, 502 385, 582
Wholesalers only_| £13 | 224, 380, 820 23, 438, 852
Other  wholesale D&%‘ﬁgﬁp
establishments. |1, 262 | 315, 244, 607 14,009, 745
AdBmS. o 15 921' 7 1 84, 971 Total....... w—— 13: 700: 884 14: 8,051 T4
17 2, 165, 048 4 132, 838 . '
o * ‘Wholesalers only- 7,212, 080 9,086, 445
*% 1‘7)73' &20 (xﬁ)ﬁ' 631 Other wholesale
19| 2,684,402 1 117,604 || establishments. 6,488,304 | 5,238,920
12 1, 589, 621 1 114, 501
42| 2434000 7 251, 152 FLORIDA
11 531, 304 3 52, 859 Total...umneemn(dy 98, 750, B59 | 38,481, K47
g 80%’ 800 7% | Whotesaters ont 13,108,972 | 22,144,020
X. ‘holesalers only. i1, , 108,
30 1,712, 309 2 35,110 |} Other wlm!ass{ i
21 93, 3 21, 948 establishments_|1, 13,641, 887 | 11,337,521
17 643, 183 .
4 130, ¢41 264, 039 350,374
25 2, 38, 464 200, 5585 309, 692
034 395 958 075 112, 460 86, 394
2 (x ) 32,075 26, 619
7 143, 999 134, 450 108, 181
4 74, 812 153, 191 149, 601
15 845, 835 17,521 10, 867
65§ 10,042,820 1040, 019 , 200
22 1, 472, 191 - 28, 45 9,920
16 1,020,623 17,071 5, 705
4 52,178 23,803 37,855
4 61, 242 79,337 66,073
3 126,198 3,162,217 4,354,791
1 X) (x) 218, 11'37 70,418
13 1, 462, 984 2 21,742 25, 431
3 250, 345 3 7,813,104 | 13,700,770
g 171, 547 924, 84 1,372, 239
12 923, 005 4 13, 672 7,634
451 11,006,225 3 380, 526 116, 463
] 307, 380 1 131,037 , 810
8| £ hn s e 5 177 10, 608
. 51, 125 7 A
s Al ) 8 2, 52, 648 30 @) )
Linealn. .77 2] goenes 2 29,419 64,009
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BER EHBNEE! EERES

Number of
employecs Stocku .
Net sales mxlxd, nd
Fe- oL
Total | Male | 1o (8t oost)
GEQRGIA—Con.
Dollars Dollarg
1,846, 077 45 42 3 P
1,076, 671 1 16 |-eme.. i
2,842,317 | 688 | 645 | 43 W
370,618 | 6! 6 feeen.. -
2,023,183 20 19 1 i
36, 000 51 [ — 2o |
162, 546 4 [ ton
1,031, 578 27 24 3 o &,1
2,169, 271 02 R — W
706, 470 19 19 |..20C b
, 601 13 18 fomeees g
85, 377 2 i
14,544,131 | 220 | 106 24 LI 8
277,574 21 2| Y b
870, 901 3 3 Lo
503, 425, 625 |12, 074 | 9,966 (2,118 mpﬁm
201, 016 10 foemno- e
(x) ® | ® | ® 6%
19,828,630 | 416| 163 | 253 BT
526, 16 15 raling
1, 505, 803 81 53| 28 %40
08, 0 5 & 16,
578, 634 11 9 2 40,87
827, 726 29 27 2 fré
6,020,156 | 185 | 123] 12 Ml
483, 217 10 16 i
301, 792 8 7 - 5
106, 621 2 2 |-l 5
1,003, 002 28 28 2 Py
711, 363 21 21 ®
301, 7 7 o
430,177 23 21 3 5
1,342, 620 17 18 1 %
off Davia T2 ol @l Py
AVIS. ceernen X X X, b
Jeﬂerson..,.,. - 1,417,215 28 28 )7.
483,802 19 19 8,
481, 259 30 30 %%
) x | @ | ® (x)
173,814 4 19,701
(x) @ | @ | & (x)
7 4,218,870 | 102 (87 15 28,4
X X X
2 3 ; (x; Exg gg ;
1 8 Q[ ™
X X,
Lowndes. ...._... 36| 7,511,740 | 207 | 188 14 4‘%.2&2
umpkin 1 (x) @ | @® & X
T 8™ @« W
X, X, X, X,
14| 1,348,108 24 23 1 195,04
5T | o[ o
X X X X,
10| 1,560,933 9 2,60
1 (x) @ | @ | @ ()
5 145, 500 3 7,00
14 | 1,456,114 46 40 6 97,140
7 331, 222 8 7 1 2,0
7 342,700 6 8 9,940
Bl a3 R b
232,37 [
Museozee.....-.. 63 | 17,462,421 811 509 72 1,870,0
20| 1,530,274 38 87 1 10881
0Ocones. ... 3 79,375 5 4 1 1,0
Oglethorpe,......| 11 181,184 8 [ F— 1,80
Pauldin i 345,012 3 3 2,87
] 901, 334 33 32 1 02,38
12 308,479 40 40
452, 833 § 4 1 13,12
8,371,346 64 59 5 671,81
1,805, 467 33 30 3 66,810
438,807 17 15 2 06, 360
ST M
(X, x X, ]X -
2,038, 043 45 43 2 Mm
83,766,560 | 840 [ 764 [ 76 3,018 n
1,290, 053 11 [ 2 (.8
(x) ® | @@ (Q&m ,
2,500, 712 o1 [:310 PO .
342, 787 [ P ﬁ’m
5,179,012 | 171{ 183 8 Mm
3, 301 10 10 ﬂ-m
771,276 20 18 2 M:m
3,863, 768 76 721 3 W‘;m 1
112,450 3 EJ I ¥
x) ® | @ @ @
363,083 12 12 R
403,474 14 78 I ol
1,774,674 | 46| 45| 1 123: o
4,120,641 33 30 3 %Mim ‘
3,676,850 | 143 130 13 o
4,723,871 | 630 220 401 e
ooral 2,031,102} 82| 80 2 "
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Tapre V.—~WHOLESALE TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES, BY STATES AND COUNTIES—Continued
[An (X} in column indicates that information muat be withheld in order Lo avoid dixclozing dule for individunl estublishments, but such dale wre tncluded in Mare folols]
Number of | Wum N umber of
employess Salaries | Stotkson ter employees | gororieg | Flocks on
Net salog and hﬁ?%glﬂ BLo8 | yoee e A hmflﬂ. end
wages Rt B o of your
Tot (at eost) tish- - Yeo. | VEEH at cost
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