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PREFACE

This report presents statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the housing inventory, 1950
to 1959. Basic characteristics are presented for such components as new construction and other additions,
conversions,, mergers, demolitions and other losses, and dwelling units which were the same in 1950 and
1959, The ‘statistics are based on results of the December 1959 Components of Inventory Change survey,
which is part of the 1960 Census of Housing. December 1959 is regarded as the survey date although the

procedure for estimating some of the components required data compiled from the census returns of the
April enumeration of the 1960 Census.

This report is one of the series of 18 reports which constitutes Part 1A of Volume IV. A separate re-
port is issued for the United States, by regions, for the New York-Northeastern New Jersey Standard Con-
solidated Area, the Chicago-Northwestern Indiana Standard Consolidated Area, for the Atlanta, Boston,
Dallas, Detroit, L.os Angeles-Long Beach, Philadelphia, and Seattle Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas;
and for the Baltimore, Buffalo, Cleveland, Minneapolis~St. Paul, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, San Francisco-Oak~
land, and Washington (D, C.-Md.-Va.) Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. The last eight areas named
had a population of over one million in the 1950 Census of Population; the first nine areas, three of which
were under one million, are the areas for which separate statistics were provided in the 1956 National
Housing Inventory, the first survey to measure components of change. -

Part 1B of Volume IV provides additional cross tabulations of characteristics of new construction units
and same units and data on the characteristics of the present and previous residences of recent movers,
for the United States, by regions, and for the 17 metropolitan areas named above. The series of 18 reports

constitu}es 1960 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, Part 1B, Inventory Char-
acteristics.

Authorization for the 1960 Census of Housing was provided in the Act of Congress of August 31, 1954
(amended August 1957), which codified Title 13, United States Code. The law provides for a decennial cen-
sus of housing, including utilities and equipment, to be taken in each of the 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and the Commonwealthof Puerto Rico. The law further provides that, in ad-
vance of, in conjunction with, or after the taking of each census, preliminary and supplementary statistics
related to the main topic of the census may be collected.

The census program was designed in consultation with advisory committees and individuals to achieve
a census having optimum value to users of houging statistics. The Housing Advisory Committee was or-
ganized by the Director of the Bureau of the Census and was made up of persons in private industry, uni-
versities, and local governments, It advised on various aspects of the housing census programs except the
technical phases of the Residential Finance program for which the Technical Advisory Committee on Resi-
dential Finance was organized. A Federal Agency Population and Housing Census Council, organized by
the Bureau of the Budget and made up of persons in Federal agencies, also advised on the basic programs.
A joint staff committee, set up by the Administrator of the Housing and Home Finance Agency and the Di-
rector of the Bureau of the Census, concentrated on aspects of particular interest to the housing agencies,
In addition to the committees, working groups of specialists in housing subjects assisted the Census Bu-
reau staff in the evaluation and improvement of housing concepts. A number of other committees, groups,
and individuals also made contributions to the planning of the housing census.
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| \PUBLICATION PROGRAM OF THE 1960 CENSUS OF HOUSING

ing volumes as described below. A
the 1960 Census of Housing are published in seven housing

séparRai:fgiZfs'comalni,ng the census tract repoxitlxs1 is a ]ointt }?ubiltlicaucosn:s;iittl:“%ast% ;:grél mt;lfncllzgoofca‘l‘;%isng{
Population. A series of special reports for local housing authorities ey Wiy mal

tion, except for Volumes IV an W
reports. The source of the data is_the April 1960 enumeration, i e I 155h hich axe
d largely on the enumeration of units in a sample of land area segments, 8

Ef:t?adlin g19g,0. Prior to the final reports, several series of preliminary and advance reports aviverg ilsslxed.
Some unpublished statistics can be obtained for the cost of preparing a copy g.nd certain special tal g ations
can be pr\é'”pgred, on a reimbursable basis, onrequest to the Chief, Housing Division, Bureau of the Census,
Washington 25, D, C,

Volume 1 (Series HC(1) reports). States and Small Areas. Information about all subjects covered in
the April T enumeratn(m, with a separate report for the niteq States by regions and geographic divi-
sions, each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgih Islands of the
United States. In the State reports, information is shown for the State as a whole and for each standard
metropolitan statistical area, urbanized area, place of 1,000 inhabitants or more, county, and the rural-
farm and rural-nonfarm parts of the county. The volume covers occupancy characteristics such as tenure,
vacancy “statug, color, number of persons; structural characteristics, such as number of rooms and year
structure built; condition of unit; plumbing facilities, suchas water supply, and toilet and bathing facilities;
equipment and fuels, including heating equipment, air conditioning, television sets, clothes washing ma-
chine, heating fuel, cooking fuel, and water heating fuel; and financial characteristics including value and
rent,

Volume 1] (Series HC(2) reports). Metropolitan Housing, Cross-tabulations of housing and household
characteristics, with a separate report for the United States by geographic divisions, and for each of the
192 standard metropolitan statistical areas of 100,000 inhabitants or more in the United States and Puerto
Rico. Separate statistica for each ofthe 134 places of 100,000 inhabitants or more are included in the met-

ropolitan area reports.

Yolume III (Series HC(3) reports), City Blocks. Separate reports for cities and othex urban places
having 50,000 inhabitants or more prior to and at the time of the 1960 Census, and for a number of smaller
localities which arranged for block statistics. Data for a limited number of characteristics are presented

by blocks, Statistics for 466 cities and localities in the United States and Puerto Rico are published in 420
separate reports,

Volume IV (Series HC(4) reports). Com onents of Inventory Change, Information on the source of the
1959 inventory and the disposition of the 195?5 and 1956 inventories, Data are provided for components of
thange such as new construction, conversion, merger, demolition, and other additions and losses. Part 1
of the volume contains the 1950 to 1959 comparison, with a separate report for the United States by re-
gions, and each of 17 selected metropolitan areas (15 standard metropolitan statistical areas, defined as of
June 8, 1959, and 2 standard consolidated areas), Part 1 is published in two sets of reports for each area,
Part 1A presents basic 1950 and 1959 data, with emphasis on the counts and characteristics of the compo-
nents of change; Part 1B bresents additional information on characteristics of the inventory, including
characteristics of the present and previous residences of recent movers. Part 2 contains the 1957 to 1959
comparison, with a separate report for the United States by regions, and separate reports for 9 of the ge-
lected areas (standard metropolitan areas defined for the 1956 inventory),

Volume V. Residential Finance. Informationon financin
i:stics of mortgages, praperties

Volume VI. Rural Housing. Cross~tabulations of housing and househo

1d chara isti
economic subregions of the United States, for rural-farm an oo sties for the 121

d rural-nonfarm housing units,

Volume VII, Housing of Senior Gitizens, Cross tabulations of housin i
. - g and household characteristics
of units occupie'd by persons 60 years old and over, for the United States, each of the 30 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and selected standard metropolitan statistical areas,

Series PHC(1) reports. Census Tracts. Separate r ts f
and Prerts Raa Ll IeD T D eports for 180 tracted areas in the United States

ation, by census tracts onh both housing and ulati b
ects, (This ser ) » Ofl DO g and population su
i us of P(opulatsignf)es is the same as the tract reports included in the publication program for the 1960 Cen-

Series HG(S1) Yeports, Special Reports for Local Housing A
. uthorities, Separate repo -
};igesAmil:igi}ited States, The Program was requested by, and planned in coope?ation wigl,rtt}fef%ilhll?g Il-?;uasl—
. and renter-occupied housing units defined as

income of renfer families. ia, with emphasis on gross rent, size of family, and
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Components of Inventoty Change
1950 TO 1959 COMPONENTS

GENERAL

This report presents statistlics on the counts and charac-
teristics of the components of chenge in the housing inventory,
1950 to 1959. The statistics relate to such components as new
construction and other additions, conversions, mergers, demoll-
tions and other losses, and dwelling units -that were the same
in 1950 and 1969. Data are based on informetion for a sample
of dwelling unite enumerated 1n the December 1959 Components of
Inventory Change survey as part of the 1960 Census of Housing.
The survey was designed to meesure changes since the 1950 Cen.
sus, taken in April 1950, Becanse comparison with 1950 was made
on a unit-by-unit basis, the dwelling unit as defined in 1950
was used as the reporting unit in this survey.

This report presents simple distributions of the basic
1959 and 1950 characteristics for the total inventory and for
the components of change. The 1959 characteristics for the
total inventory are presented in this report to show the rela-
tion of the characteristics of individual components to the
total. (BSee 1960 Census of Housing, Volume I, States and Small
Aress, United States Bummary for detalled characteristics of
the total inventory, based on ‘the April 1960 enumeration.,) For
units classified as "same," the 1959 characteristic 1is cross-
tabulated by the 1950 characteristic for tenure and color and
for condition and plumbing facilities. For units classified as
"new construction," value and rent are croas-tabulated by number
of rooms, number of persons, and household composition,

In this report, separate statistics are published for the
United States and each of the four regions, by inside and out-
side standard metropolitan statistical areas. In addition,
statlstics for "inside standard metropoliten statlstical areas"
for the United States are shown separately for dwelling units
"in central cities" and "not in central citles." Both the 1959
and 1950 date relate to the standard metropolitan statlistical
areas defined as of June 8, 1959. 1In the individual reports
for selected metropoliten aress (listed on page VII), the data
for the 16 standard metropolitan statistical areas relate to the
boundaries as of June 8, 1959; the data for the 2 standard con-
solidated areas relate tothe boundaries in December 19569, which
were the same boundaries used for the April emumeration of the
1960 Census.

DESCRIPTION OF TABLES

The 1959 date in table 1 and both the 1959 and 1950 data
in tables 2 to 7 are presented for the United States by inside
standerd metropolitan statistical areas (seperately for "in
central cities" and "not in central cities") and outside stand-
ard metropoliten statistical areas, Data for each of the four
regions are shown by inside and outside standard metropolitan
statistical aress. The 1950 data in table 1 are shown only for
total United States and each region, with no detail by inside
and outside standard metropolitan statistical areas.

Except for the 1950 data in table 1, which are based
largely on the 100-percent enumeration, all the deta 1n this
report are based on a semple of dwelling units. Date on the
counts of the components of chenge, and some of the character-
istics of the components, are based on a larger sample than
data for other characteristics (see "Ssmple design").

Table 1 presents 1959 data for the +total inventory and
separately for "new construction® units (units built during the
period 1950 to 1969). The table also presents 1950 data for
the total inventory. Table 1 contains the greatest amount of
detail in texms of the number of categories shown for an ltem.
Both the 1959 and 1950 statistics are shown for the following
subjects: Tenure, color, vacancy status, persons, and persons
per room; rooms, units in structure, and year structure bullt;
condition and plumbing facilities; and value, gross rent, and
contract rent, In addition, 1959 statistics are presented for:
Bathrooms; year moved into unit; household composition, persons
65 years old and over, own children under 18 years old, own
children by age group, and presence of nonrelatives; owner of
unit and age of owner. Data on household composition and pres-
ence of nonrelatives for 1950 are shown only for total United
States.

The 1959 data are based on a sample, The 1950 date 1n
table 1, except for "year structure bullt," "household composi-
tion," and ‘"presence of nonrelstives,” are based on the 100~
percent enumeration in the 1950 Census of Housing. (See table 1
in section on "Sampling varlablility.") Except where otherwise
noted in the 1950 statisties, data for Alaska and Hawall are
included,

To permit a direct comparison between the 1959 and 1950
statistics, the "not reported" category for a characteristic in
1950 was eliminated., The units in this category were distrib-
uted in the same proportion as the reporting units.

Table 2 presents 1959 date for units created since 1950
and for units classified as "same.® The specific subjects pre-
sented are: Tenuve, color, and vacancy status; persons and
persons per room; rooms, units in structure, and year structure
built; condition and plumbing facilitles and bathrooms; and
value, gross rent, and contract rent. The components for which
each subject 1is presented are: Units added through new con-
struction, units added through other sources, wmits changed by
conversion, units changed by merger, and "same" units. For
units changed by conversion or merger, the 1959 figures reflect
the number of units resulting from the conversion or merger.

Table 3 presents 1950 data for units removed from the in-
ventory since 1950 and for "same® units. The subjects are the
game as those presented in table 2, wlth the exception of the
item on bathrooms, which was not included in the 19560 Census,
The number of categories shown for an item glso is the same as
for the 1959 data in table 2. The components for which each
subject is presented are: Units lost through demolition, units
lost through other means, units changed by conversion, unite
changed by merger, end "same® units. For units changed by con-
version or merger, the 1950 fipures reflect the number of units
that exlsted prior to the conversicn or merger.

The 1950 data in table 3 are based on unlts in the sample
for the December 1959 survey. The 1950 information was tran-
scribed from the 19850 Census record for the sample unit and
tabulated by the component of change. Because 1t was not possi-
ble to identify some of the unlts in the 1950 Censug records,
date on characteristics in table 3 are restricted to units for
which informstion from the 1950 records was available. For
this reason, and because the dats in table 3 are based on a
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2 Components of Inventory Change

semple, the sum of the entries in the five columns for a cate-
gory will differ fyom the 1950 figure for the correéponding
category in table 1. For example, the number of units with
"7 yooms or more" obteined by adding the entries Ifor the five
components in table 3 will differ from the 1950 figure for num-
ber of umits with "7 rooms or more” in table 1. As a result of
the estimation procedure used, the sum of the figures on the
"1l dwelling units® line will Dbe essentially identical with
the 1950 figure for "all dwelling units" in table 1,

For "ssme” units, the total number of units in teble 3 is
jdentical with the total in teble 2, but the distribution in
table 2 represents the characteristics in 1950, and the distri-
bution in table 2 represents the characteristics in 1969,

Tsbles 4 and b are cross-tebulations of 1959 and 1950 char-
acteristics for units classified as "same® in 1950 and 1959,
The data in both tables are restricted to *same® units for which
the 1950 Census records were available. The 1959 characteris-
tic 18 cross-tabulated by the 1950 characteristic Ior tenure,
color, and vacancy status in teble 4 and condition and plumbing
facilities in teble 5.

Tubles 6 and 7 are cross-tebulations of 1959 characteris-
tics for "nmew conetruction® units, In table 6, value of owner-

occupied unite is tabulated by rooms, persons, and household

compesition, In table 7, gross rent of remter-occupied units
is tabulated by the same three ltems.

Medians and percentages are not shown when the base com-
prises fewer then 26 sample cases, Percentages are not shown
if they are less than 0,1 percent.

Leadsrs (,..) in a data column indicate that either there
are no cases in the category or the data are suppressed, for
the ressons described mbove. Leaders are also used where date
are ipapplicable or not available.

A plus (+) or a minus (-) sign after a median indicates
that the median is sbove or below that number. For example, a
medisn of "$5,000-" for value of property indicates that the
median fell in the interval "less than $5,000" and was not com-
puted from the data as tabulated,

MAPS

Included in this report is a map of the United States
showing the four reglons and a mep showing the location of the
standard metropolitan statistical areas defined as of June 8,
19589, There are minor differences between the boundaries for
the December 1959 survey and those for the April 1960 Census
(see section on "Btandard metropelitan statistical areas").

RELATION TO APRIL 1960 CENSUS OF HOUSING

The December 1959 Components of Inventory Change survey is
part of the 1960 decennial census program. Although the con-
cepts of components of change are unique to this portion of the
census program, the definitions for many of the characteristics
that were enumerated in 1959 are the same as those in the April
emmeration of the 1960 Census (see *Definitions and explana-
tions"). SBome data on characteristics of housing units cross-
tabulated by year structure built are available in 1960 Census
of Housing, Volume II, Metropolitan Housing; simple distribu-
tlong of characteristics of the total inventory are available
in Voiume I, States and Small Aveas.

Differences between the December 19569 survey and the April
1960 Census include: The use of the *dwelling unit® concept in
1959 in contrast to the *housing unit® concept in 1960; the use
of a sample of land ares segments 1in 1959 1in contrast t0 the
100-percent coverage for some items and a systematic sample of
housing units for others in 1960; and the extensive use of self-
enumeratlion in 1960 in contrast to direct interview and the use
of 1950 Census records in the 1959 survey. Further, with re-
Bpect  to standard metropolitan statistical areas, there are
some differences between 1959 and 1960 in the pumber of stand-
ard metropolitan statistical areas and their boundaries, As

indicated earlier, the December 1959 survey provides data on
characteristics of the components of change, whereas the April
1960 Census provides detailed data on characteristics of the
total inventory. (See 1960 Census of Housing, Volume I, States
and Small Areas for more complete discussion of the April 1960
Census. )

Although information for the April 1960 Census was col-
lected as of April 1960, informatien for the Components of
Inventory Change survey was collected as of the date of enumer-
ation., For the latter, the bulk of the enumeration was com-
pleted by December 1959, and the statistics may be regarded as
referring to that date. In the estimation procedure used for
some of the components, however, date from a semple of the cen-
sus returns of the April 1960 enumeration were required (see
"Estimation procedure®).

COMPARABILITY WITH 1950 CENSUS OF HOUSING

Essentially the same definitions, including the "dwelling
unit* concept, were used in the December 1959 survey as were
used in the 1950 Census of Housing. Where there are differences
in concepts for the characteristics presented in this report,
they are discussed in the section on *Definitions and explana-
tions." Sampling veriability is another factor to consider
when comparing the 1959 and 19560 data.

Comparability between 1960 and 1950 concepts and the avall-
ability of related data prior to 1950 are discussed in 1960
Census of Housing, Volume I, States and Small Areas,

RELATION TO 1956 NATIONAL HOUSING INVENTORY

Data lon components of chenge were collected for the first
time in the National Housing Inventory survey in 1994.  The
1959 program used essentlally the same concepts and both pro-
grams used the "dwelling unit" as the reporting unit., The L1956
program provided separate statistics for conterminous Unlted
States (that is, United States exclusive of Alaska and Hawall)
and regions, inside and outslde standard metropolitan statisti-
cal areas (with further detall by "in central citles" and "not
in central cities® for the United States), In addition, the
program provided statistics for each of 9 standard metropoliten
areas--Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Detroilt, Los Angeles,
New York-Northeastern New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Seattle.
The 1959 procedures made use of some of the information ob-
tained in the earlier survey (see "Collection and processing of
data").

Among the subjects covered in the 1956 survey which are
also presented in this report are: Tenure, color, and vacancy
status; persons, year moved into unit, and sex and age of head
(household compositlon); rooms, units in structure, and year
structure built; condition and plumbing facilitles; and value,
gross rent, and contract rent (see 1956 National Housing Inven-
tory, Volume I, Components of Change 1950 to 1956 and Vol-
ume III, Characteristics of the 1956 Inventory).

The 1959 and 1956 characteristics of the total inventory
may be compared, taking into account any chenges in boundaries
since 1956 and relevant estimates of sampling variabililty.
Comparison of counts and characteristics for individual com-
ponents, however, should be made with care. Subtraction of the
1950-1966 results from the 1950-1959 results for & camponent
does not necessarily produce component-of-change data for the
period 1957 to 1959, Units can shift from one component in
1966 to another component by 1959 (for exsmple, from "same" in
1956 to conversion by 1959), Units lost from the inventory be-
tween 1950 and 1956 can shift to another type of loss by 1959
(for exemple, t0 nonresidential use by 1956 and demolished by
1959). 1In other cases, a 1950 unit can be lost from the inven-
tory by 1956 but restoredto its 1950 dwelling-unit use by 1959,
In addition, differences in procedures for collecting, editing,
and tabulating the dats can affect the relation between the
1950-1956 results and the 1950-1959 results,
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COMPARABILITY WITH DATA FROM OTHER SOURCES

In the sections below, data from the December 1959 Compo-
nents of Inventory Change survey are compered with statistics
from the housing starts series and from current surveys of
households and vacancies, Comparability with the April 1960
Census of Housing 1s discussed under "Relation to April 1960
Census of Housing," and comparison of the counts of dwelling
units and housing units from the two enumerations is discussed
in the definitlion of "Dwelling uni%." The Components of Inven-
tory Chenge survey provides data on the characteristics of the
components of change in the housing inventory, the April 1960
Census provides data on the detailed characteristics of the
total inventory, and the housing starts series and current sur-
veys provide current date which are useful in analyzing trends,

Housing starts series,--Statistics on ‘"year structure
built" and counts of "new construction® units differ in several
respects from statistics on residential construction from other
sources, Statistics on housing starts were compiled by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor, until July
1969 and by the Bureau of the Census since that time. Statis-
tics on housing starts are not entirvely comparable with esti-
mgtes fLrom the December 1959 Components of Inventory Change
survey. In particular, there ars differences in coverage and
definitions, as well as differences in timing of starts in re-
latlon to completions,

Estimates of housing starts compiled by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, and continued on the same basis through 1959
Dy the Bureau of the Census, are referrsd <o as the "old"
series, The series is described as covering only housing de-
signed and constructed as permanent nonfarm housekeeping units
in structures intended primarily for residential use.

According to the results of the Components of Inventory
Chenge survey, the estimated number of all units added by new
construction from April 1950 +to December 1959 is approximately
15,003,000, This number includes all types of dwelling units;
it covers some types not included in the housing starts series--
speciflcally farm housing, construction in Hawaii and Alaska,
trallers that have structural additions or are mounted on foun-
datlons, mobile trallers that are occupied and are considered
the usual place of residence of the occupants, quarters that
qualify as dwelling units in hotels, and dwelling units in
structures that are primarily nonresidential. Furthermore, the
Components of Inventory Chenge survey counted unilts constructed
between 1960 and 1959 and still in existence at the time of the
survey, and counted them in terms of the number of units they
comprised in 1969, Thus, the count reflects additions due to
conversion, and losses due to merger, demolition, or other
cause. Dwelling units created from newly-bullt nonresldential
space would be counted a8 new construction. Quasi-units and
vatant moblle trailers are excluded.

The estlmate of housing starts for the same perioed, Dbased
on the old series, is roughly 11,737,000 nonfarm units. Ad-
justing for a lag between the start and completion of a unit,
this estimate becomes 11,633,000 completed nonfarm units, Fur-
ther adjustments can be made for units included in the Compo-
nents of Inventory Change survey but not covered in the old
series of housing starts. An upward revision of 24 percent
t0 cover new construction of farm housing and new construction
in Alaska and Hawaii would bring the total up to 11,924,000,
Rough estimates for other types of units covered in the Compo-
nente of Inventory Change survey but not in the series of hous-
ing starts (trailers mounted on foundations, occupied mobile
trailers, quarters classified as dwelling units in hotels,
dwelling units in structures which are primarily nonresidential,
and the additlonal units resulting from conversion of newly con-
structed residential buildings or created from newly constructed
nonresidential space) would raise the starts to 12,500,000,
which 18 17 percent below the 15,003,000 new construction units
estimated from the Components of Inventory Change survey. The
figures on new construction units from 1950 to 1956 as derived

from the National Housing Inventory conducted at the end of 19%6
differed by approximately the same percentage from the housing
starts date for that period.

Part of the remaining 17-percent difference between the
Components of Inventory Change estimate of new construction
units and the estimate based on housing starts could be due to
sampling variability, The discrepancy still remaining reflects
differences in the degree of coverage and accuracy of enumera-
tlon and reporting. Beginning with 1959, +the Bureau of the
Census broadened the scope of the old housing starts serles and
improved its coverage through changes in the survey methods for
the "new" series of housing starts. The new series dincludes
substantially all types of accommodations designed as family
living quarters and constructed in new buildings intended
primarily as housekeepling residential buildings for nontransient
occupancy.

Experience with the new series from 1959 o 1961, indi-
cates that it is well above the level of the old one, Ilargely
because the new series has more complete coverage in areas that
do not require building permits, and because it includes an
allowance for construction which takes place without a building
permit In areas where permits are reguired. (8ome part of the
increase is also due to the inclusion in the new series of some
seasonal units, low-value units, and temporary units that
formerly were omitted, Precise calculations of the effect of
these additions are not available but the effect 1s believed to
be small.) It is not possible, at this time, to produce exact
figures on the amount of increase resulting from the improved
coverage in the new series. The increase does not appear to be
a8 great as 17 percent; however, 1t is close enough to the 17
percent so that sampling variability could account for the dif-
ference still remaining.

Current surveys of households and vacancles,.--Estimates of
occupied and vacant units in this report may be compared with
estimates from current surveys conducted by the Buresau of the
Census. Annual estimates of the number of households, which
are equivalent by definition 1o occupied dwelling units, have
been published for March of each year in Current Population Re-
ports, Serles P-20, through estimates derived from the Current
Population Survey (CPS). Quarterly statistics on residential
vacant units, based on information from the Housing Vacancy
Survey (HVS) which is conducted in conjunction with the CPS,
are published 1n Current Housing Reports, Series H-11l1.

The estimated number of occupied dwelling units (house-
holds) from the Components of Inventory Change survey 1in 1959
is 52,966,000, including an estimate for Alaska and Hawali.
The estimate in the March 1959 CP3, based on the dwelling unit
definition and excluding Alaske and Hawaii, 1s 51,302,000
households; the estimate din the March 1960 CPS, based on the
housing unit definition and including roughly 200,000 for
Aleske and Hawaii, is 52,610,000 households. An estimate for
December 1969 derived from the March 1959 and the March 1960
CPS would not be significantly different from the December 1959
estimate from the Components of Inventory Change survey; the
two estimates for December 1959 would be subject to sampling
variability (at the 2.standard error level) greater than the
observed difference. In additlon to sampling variability, dif-
ferences may be attributed tosuch factors as survey techniques,
methods used in weighting the sample figures, and the experi-
ence and training of the enumerators.

The Components of Inventory Change survey in December 1959
found that vacaent units amounted +to 9.4 percent of the total
dwelling units, compared with 9.5 percent obtalned in the HVS
for the fourth quarter 1959, The available-for-sale vacancy
rate was 0.9 percent from the Components of Inventory Change
survey and 0.6 percent from the HVS; +the available-for.rent
vacancy rates were 2.7 and 2.4 percent, respectively. The dif-
ferences bhetween the rates can be attributed to sampling varia-
bility; however, the rates may also be affected by the factors
noted above in connection with the discussion of household
estimates.,
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1960 PUBLICATION PROGRAM

Final housing reports.--Results of the 1960 Census of
Housing are publighed in Volumes I to VII and in a joint hous-
ing end population series consisting of reports for census
tracte. A series of speclal reports for local housing authori-
ties constitutes the remainder of the final reports. Volumes I
to IV--and the census itract reports are issued as series of in-
dividual reports, with Volumes I and II issued alsc as bound
volumes, Volumes V to VII are issued only a8 bound volumes.

The source of Volumes I, II, IIT, VI, and VII and the
houging date in the census tract reports is the April enumera-
tion of the 1960 Census of Housing. The special reports for
local houslng suthoritles are based on results of the April
enumeration and, for most areas, on data collected at a later
dete for nonsample households.

Date for Volumes IV and V are based largely on the enumer-
ation of units 1n a sample of land ares segments, started in
late 1959 and completed in 1960, Separate dats are published
for the Unlted Btates and 17 selected metropolitan areag (15
standard metropolitan statistical aress and 2 standard congoli-
dated aress)., The areas for which separate data are provided
in Part 1 of Volume IV and in Part 1 of Volume V consist of the
New York-Northeastern New Jersey and the Chicago-Northwestern
Indlens Stendard Consolidated Areas and the following standard
metropolitan statlstical areas: Atlanta, Boston, Dallas, De-
troit, Los Angeles-Long Beach, Philadelphia, Seattle, Baltimore,
Buffalo, Cleveland, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Pitteburgh, St. Louis,
8an Prancisco-Oakland, and Washington, D.C., The first nine
areas named (the two consolidated areas and seven standard
metropoliten statistical areas) are the areas Tor which separate
data ere provided in Part 2 of Volume IV.
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The titles and contents of the reports are described on
page IV.  For the most part, the reports are comparable with
those published from the 1950 Census of Housing. The 1960
Volumes I, II, and VI are similar to 1950 Volumes 1, II, ang
I1I, vrespectively. Volume IIT of 1960 corresponds to +the
series of reports on block statistlcs which constltuted 1950
Volume V. Volume IV of 1960 has no 19560 counterpart but corre-
sponds to Volumes I and III of the 1956 National I{ousiptg_Inven-
tory. Volume V of 1960 corresponds to Volume IV of 1950 and,
in part, to Volume II of the 1956 National Houalneg Inventory,
In 1950, census tract reports wers published as Volume IIT of
the 1950 Census of Population. Speclal reports for local houg.
ing authorities were published for 219 aress in 1980 Census of
Housing, Series HC-6, Speclal Tabulations Tfor Local Housing

Authorities., The type of data presented in 1960 Volume VII hag

not been published in previous census reports,

Preliminary and advance reports.--Statistics FLor many of
the subjects covered in the census were released 1in several
series of preliminary and advance reports. .The figures in the
preliminary and advance reports are superseded by the dats in
the final reports.

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA

During the processing of the data for publication, more
data are tebulated than it 1s possible 1o print in the final
reports. A limited amount of unpublished data 1s pvalinble and
photocopies can be provided at cost. Also, certain special
tabulations can be prepared on a reimbursable bagls. Requests
for photocopies or for additional information should be ad-
dressed to Chief, Housing Divislon, Bureau of the Census,
Washington 25, D.C,

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The concepts of components of change, that pertdin uniquely
%o components of inventory change programs, are essentially
unchanged from those used in the Tirst such survey conducted in
1956,  Comparison with the 1956 Burvey cen be made only for
selected areas and selected characteristics (see "Relation to
1966 National Houeing Inventory").

In the definitions and explanations of the characteristics
of the housing inventory, which are glven below, comparison is
made with the definitions used in the April erumeration of the
1960 Census and in the 1950 Census, References 1o the April
1960 Census pertain todate in 1960 Census of Housing, Volume I,
Btates and Small Areas, except as otherwise noted. References
to the 1950 Census genérally pertain to data in 1950 Census of
Housing, Volume I, General Characteristics. Por purposes of
measuring unit-by-unit change since 1950, +the 1950 concept of
"dwelling unit® was retained. Definitions of characteristics,
for the most part, are comparable with those used in the April
1960 Censue a8 well as in the 1950 Census. 1In both the April
1960 Census and the 1950 Census reports, data are available for
the total housing loventory, but not for components of change,

Comparability is affected by differences in procedure as
well as differences in defin{tion and description of categories,
Information for this TepoTt  was obtained by direct intexrview,
except for a Tew iftems which were reported by the emumerstor op
the basis of hig observation, and by & combination of direct
Antervisw and comparison with the 1950 Census records for pur-
poaes  of detemmining the Component of chenge, In the 1950
Censug, information was obtained by direct interview and ob.
servation, and in the April 1960 Census by & combinstion of
Belf. emumeration, direct 1nterv1ew, and observation by the
apumerator.

The definitions ¥hich follow confomm to those provided to
the emumerator and reflect the imtenged meaning of the question

asked. As in all surveys, there were some fallures to execute
the instructions exactly, and some erroneocus Interpretations
have undoubtedly gone undetected.

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Stendard metropoliten statistical area (8MSA) . ~-To permit
all Federal statistical agencles to utilize the same ureas for
the publication of general-purpose statistics, the Bureau of
the Budget has established "standard metropolitan statlstical
areas" (SMSA's), Each such ares. 1s defined by the Bureau of
the Budget with the advice of the Federal Committee on Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, a committee composed of repre-
sentatives of the major statistical agencles of the Federal
Government. The criteria used by the Bureau of the Budget in
éstablishing the SMIA's are presented below. (See the Bureau of
the Budget publication Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas,
U.S. Government Printing Office, Weshington 25, D.C., 1961.)

The definition of an individual standard metropolitan
statistlcal area involves two considerations: Firat, a city or
citles of specified population to constitute the central city
and to identify the county in whichit is located as the central
county; and second, economic and soclgl relationships with con-
tiguous counties which are metropolitan in character, so that the
preriphery of the specific metropolitan area may be determined,?*
Standard metropolitan statistical areas may cross State lines,
—

! Central cities ' are those appearing in the standard metropoli-
tan statistical area title. & "eontiguous! county either adjoins
the county or counties containing the largest eity in the area, or
adjoins an intermediate county integrated with the centra)l co:mt}’-
There is no limit to the number of tiers of outlying metropolitan
counties so long as all other criteria are met,
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The griteria for population relate to a city or cities of
specified size.

1, Each standard metropoliten statistical area must in-
clude at least: .

&, One clity with 50,000 inhabitents or more, or

b, Two cities having contiguous boundsries and consti-
tuting, for general economic and social purposes, & single
community with a combined populstion of at least 50,000, the
smaller of which must have a population of at least 15,000,

2. If each of two or more adjacent counties has & city of
50,000 inhabltants or more (or twin cities under 1b) and the
clties are within 20 miles of each other (eity limits to city
limits), they will be included in the same ares unless there is
definite evidence that the two cities are not economically and
socially integrated.

The criteria of metropolitan character relate primarily to
the attributes of the contiguous county as a place of work or
as a home for a concentratlon of nonagricultural workers.

5. At least 75 percent of the labor force of the county
must be in the nonagricultural labor force.®

4. In addition +to criteriom 3, the county must meet at
least one of the following conditions:

a. It must have 50 percent or more of its population
living 1in contiguous minor civil divisions® with a density
of at least 150 persons per squere mile, in an unbroken
chain of minor civil divisions with such density radiating
from a central clty in the area,

b. The number of nonagricultural workers employed in

the county must equal at least 10 percent of the number of

nonagricultural workers employed in the county containing
the largest city in the area, or the county must be the
place of employment of 10,000 nonagricultural workers,

¢. The nonagricultural labor force livingin the county
must equal at least 10 percent of the number in the nonagri-
cultural labor force 1living in the county containing the
largest city in the area, or the county must be the place of
residence of a nonagricultural labor force of 10,000.

5. In New England, the city and town are administratively
more important than the county, and data are compiled locally
for such minor civil divislons, Here, towns and cities are the
units used in defining standard metropolitan statistical areas.
In New England, because smeller units are used and more re-
stricted areas result, a population density. criterion of at
least 100 persons per square mile 1is used as the measure of
metropolitan character.

The criteria of integration relate primerily to the extent
of economic and social communication between the outlying coun-
ties and central county.

6, A county is regarded as integrated with the county or
counties containing the central citles of the area if either of
the following criteria is met:

a, FPifteen percent of the workers living in the county
work in the county or counties containing central clties of
the area, or

b. Twenty-five percent of those working in the county
live in the county or counties containing central cities of
the area.

Only where data for criterla 6a and 6b are not conclusive
are other relasted types of information used as necessary. This
information includes such items as average telephone calls per
subscriber per month from the county to the county contalning

2 Nonagriocultural labor force 1s defined as those employed In
nonagricultural occupations, those experienced unemployed whose
last occupation was a nonagricultural occupation, wmembers of the
Armed Forces, and new workers.

3 A contiguous minor civil division either adjoins a central
city in a standard metropolitan statistical area or adjoins an in-
termediate minor civil division of qualifying population density.
There 18 nho limit to the number of tiers of contiguous minor civil
divisions so long as the minimum density requirement 1s met in each
tier,

central cities of the area; percent of the population in the
county locabted in the central city telephone exchange area;
newspaper circulation reports prepared by the Audit Bureau of
Circulation; analysis of charge accounts in retail stores of
central citles to determine the extent of their use by residents
of the contiguous county; delivery service practices of retall
stores in central cities; official traffic counts; the extent
of public transportation faclilities in operation between central
cities and commmnities in the contiguous county; and the extent
to which Jocal planning groups and other civic organizations
operate jointly.

The title of an SMSA always identifies the central city or
cities. The largest city of an SMSA is a central city. Up to
two additional cities in an SMSA may be central cities on the
bagls and in the order of the following criteria: (a) The ad-
ditional city hes at least 250,000 inhaebitants; (bh) the addi-
tional city has a population of one-third or more of that of
the largest city and a minimum population of 25,000 except
that, in the case of twin citles, both are central cities.

For the United States as a whole and for each region,
separate statistics are published for dwelling units inside and
outside 8MSA's, with boundaries defined as of June 8, 19569,
The SMSA's are outlined on the map on page IX., In the December
1959 survey, 189 areas were designated SMSA's (including Ander-
son, Ind., which was an SM3SA for the December 1959 survey butb
not for the April 1960 Census). The 189 areas were designated
SMSA's on the basls of data from the 1950 Census of Population,
gpecial censuses, and other Information available prior 4o June
1959. The 189 SMSA's include +the 4 SMSA's in the New York-
Northeastern New Jersey Standard Consolidated Area and the 2
SMSA's in the Chicago-Northwestern Indiane Standaxrd Consolidated
Aren (see individual report for description of the SCA).  For
the April 1960 Census, an additlonal 24 areas were so desig-
nated, making a total of 212 SMSA's in the United States (with
allowance for Anderson, Indisna), Practically all the 24 areas
are SMSA's with central cities which did not fulfill the popu-
lation size requirement on the basis of the 1950 Census count
and for which no special censuses were taken prior to the 1960
Census., Unite in the areas designated 8MSA's for the April
1960 Census but not for the December 1959 survey amount to ap-
proximately 2% percent of the total 1960 housing unite in the
212 areas.

Data for "in central cities," shown for the Unlted States,
are for central cities defined as of June 8, 1969. The central
cities deslgnated for the December 1959 survey are the same as
those designated for the April 1960 Census in the 188 areas
which were SMSA's both times.

In 1960, standard metropoliten areas (SMA's) were estab-
lighed in connection with citles of 50,000 inhabitants or more
in 1950, There were 169 such areas, Including Honolulu, In
terms of 1950 counts, the net addition resulting from changes
in boundaries and the designation of new areas for the December
1959 survey is roughly 5 percent of the total 1960 dwelling
units in the 1960 SMA's.

Urban-rural and farm-nonfarm residence.--Although this
report contains no separate statistics for urban and rural
housing or for farm and nonfarm housing, these concepts are
applied when determining which units are included 1in the data
on financial characteristics., For other characteristics, all
units are included--urban and rural and farm and nonfarm.

For this report, urban areas are those designated urbsn
for the 1950 Census., No adjustment was made for the fact that
some gareas which were rural in 1950 would have been urben in
19569, and vice versa.

In 1950, urban housing comprised all dwelling unite in (a)
places of 2,500 inhabitents or more incorporated as clties,
boroughs, or villages, (Db) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhab-
itants or more except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin,
where "towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties, (¢)
the densely settled urban fringe around cities of 50,000 inhab-
itants or more, including both incorporated and unincorporated
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arees, and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants oOr
more outgide =sny urban fringe. The remaining dwelling units
were classified as rural,

In rurel territory, farm residence is determined on the
bagis of number of mcres in the place and total sales of farm
products in 1959, An occupled dwelling unit is classified as &
ferm dwelling unit if it 1s located on a place of 10 or more
acres from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
ip 1859, or on a place of lese than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more in 1959, Occupied
units for which cash rent is paid are classified as nonfarm
housing 1f the rent does not include any land used for farming
(or ranching)., The same definition of farm residence was used
in the April 1960 Census.

In 1950, farm residence in rural territory was determined
by the respondent's answer to the question, "Is this house on &
farm (or ranch)?" In addition, the instructions to the enumer-
ators specified that a house was to be classified as nonfarm if
the occupants paid cash rent for the house and yard only,

LIVING QUARTERS

Living quarters in the Components of Inventory Change pro-
gram in December 1959 were enumerated as dwelling units or
quagi-umit quarters, Usually a dwelling unitisa house, apart-
ment, or flat., However, it may be a trailer or & single room
in a residential hotel. A structure intended primarily for
business or other nonresidential use may also contain a dwelling
unlt; for example, the rooms in a warehouse where the watchman
lives, Quasi-unit quarters (or quesi-units) are found in such
places es institutions, dormitories, barracks, and rooming
houses.

Dwelling unit.--In general, =& dwelling unit Is a group of
rooms  or & single room occupied or intended ZFor occupancy as
geparate living quarters by a family or other group of persons
living together or by a person living alone,

A dwelling unit 1is defined as (1) a group of rooms occu-
pied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters and
having either separate cooking equipment or separate entrance;
or (2) a slngle room occupled or intended for occupancy as sep-
arate quarters if (a) it has separate cooking equipment, (b) it
is located in a regular apartment house, or (c) it constitutes
the only living quarters in the structure.

Mobile trailers and tents, boats, and railroad cars are
included in the inventory 1f they are occupied as dwelling
units. They are excluded if they are vacant, used only for
extra sleeping space or vacations, or used only for business.
Trailers on a permanent foundation, whether occupied or vacant,
are included in the inventory 1f they are occupied or intended
for occupancy as separate 1living quarters (see "Trailer"),

Both vacant and occupied dwelling units are included in
the housing inventory. Vacant quarters are not included, how-
ever, 1f they are still under construction, being used for non-
regidential purposes, unfit for human habitation, condemned, or
scheduled for demolition (see "Vacant dwelling unit").

Determination of dwelling unit.--The decision as to
what constitutes a dwelling unit was made on the basis of the
living arrengements of the occupante, and not on relationship,
The snumerator was instructed to ask whether more than one fam-
ily lived in the house (or apartment) and, if so, whether they
lived end ate with the family or had separate quarters, If
only one family lived in the house (or apartment) or if the
additional persons lived and ate with the family, the enumerator
regarded the house (or apartment) as one dwelling unit and no
further probing was necessary. On the other hand, 1f the addi-
tional persons had separate quarters, the enumerator was to
determine whether thelr quarters were separate dwelling units
on the bagis of either separate cooking equipment or two or
more rooms end separate entrance. Quarters that did not meet

either criterion were not considered sufficlently separate to
qualify as dwelling umits; such quarters were combined into one
dwelling unit (unless the combined querters contalned five or
more lodgers, in which case they were considered quasi-unit
quarters).

The enumerator was also instructed to ask whether there
were other persons or familles living in the building or else-
where on the property and whether there were any vacant apart.
ments on the property. Vacant querters, to be considered
dwelling units, also had tomeet the criterion of separate cook-
ing equipment or two or more rooms with separate entrance.

Separate cooking equipment ig defined as (1) a regular
range or stove, whether or not it is used, or (2) other equip-
ment such as & hotplate or electrical appliance if (a) it is
used regularly for the preparation of meals, or (b) most of the
quarters in the structure have & regular stove, hotplate, or
gimilar equipment. Equipment 1is for exclusive use 1f it is
used only by the occupants of one unit, including lodpers or
other unrelated persons 1living in the dwelling unit., Vacent
units with no cooking equipment at the time of enumeration are
congidered to have cooking equipment 1f the last occupants had
such equipment,

A dwelling unit has a separate entrance if the occupants
can reach their quarters directly through an outside door or it
they can reach their quarters through a common hall and need
not pass through a room which is part of another unit,

Reguler apartment house.--In a regular apartment house,
each apartment 1s one dwelling unit if it is occupled or in-
tended for occupancy by a single family or by a person living
alone., Usually, such apartments have geparate cooking equip-
ment or consigt of two or more rooms and a separate entrancej
however, they may consist of only one room and lack separate
cooking equipment,

Rooming house, boarding house.--If the quarters of any
of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house have separate
cooking equipment or consist of two or more rooms and separate
entrance, such quarters are considered separate dwelllng unlts.
The remaining quarters are combined with the landlord's quar-
ters or with each other if the landlord does not live in the
gtructure, If the combined quarters contain four or fewer
lodgers, they are classified as one dwelling unit; if the com-
bined quarters contain five or more lodgers, they are classifled
as a quasi-unit, In a dormitory, sorority house, fraternlty
house, residence hall, monastery, convent, nhurses' home, mis-
sion, and flophouse, all the living quarters are combined and
clagsified as a quasi-unit regardless of the living arrange-
ments of the occupants (see "Quasi-unit'),

The distinction between rooming houses and regular
apartment houses, and between rooming houses and hotels, was
made by the enumerator presumably on the basis of local usagé.

Hotel, motel.--In a hotel or motel where the majority
of the accommodations are "permanent," each of the quarters is
a dwelling unit if it has separate cooking equipment or con-
sists of two or more rooms rented as a sulte. All the remaining
living quarters are combined and classified as a quasi-unit.
In a "transient" hotel or motel, all the living quarters are
combined and classified as a quasi-unit regardless of the liv-
ing arrangements of the occupants. A hotel or motel is con-
sidered ‘“permenent" if more than half the rooms, suites, or
other living accommodations are occupled or reserved for occu-
paency by guests who seek lodging for a period of time (usually
a month or more) and who are as & rule granted reductions from
the daily or weekly rates (see "Quasi-unit").

Institution, general hospital.--Femily quarters of staff
personnel are separate dwelling units if they are located in a
building containing only family quarters for staff personnel.

All other 1iving quarters are considered & quasi-unit (see
"Quasl-unit").,




Introduction 7

Comparability with 1950 Census.--The definition of
"dwelling unit" used in the December 1959 survey is the same as
that used in the 19560 Census.

Comparability with April 1960 Census..-In the April
enumeration of the 1960 Census of Housing, the unit of enumer-
atlon was the housing unit., Although the definition of "hous-
ing unit" in 1960 is essentlally similar to that of "dwelling
unit® in the December 1959 survey, +the housing unit definition
wag designed to encompass all private living quarters, whereas
the dwelling unit definition did not cover all private living
accommodations, (The "dwelling unit" concept was retained for
the December 1959 survey to permit unit-by-unit comparison with
1950.) In the April 1960 Census, a house, an apartment or
other group of rooms, or a single room 1s regarded as a housing
unit when it 1s occupled or intendsd for occupancy ss separate
living quarters, +that 1s, when the occupants do not live and
eat with any other persons in the structure and there is either
(1) direct access from the outside or through a common hall, or
(2) a kitchen or cooking equipment for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the quarters.

The main difference between dwelling units and housing
units is in the treatment of one-room quarters, In the April
1960 Census, separate living quarters consisting of one room
without separate cooking equipment qualify. as a housing unit if
the room has direct access whether in an apartment house, room-
ing house, or house converted to apartment use. In hotels in
1960, & single room qQuelifies as & housing unit 1f occupied by
a usual resident (i.e., a person who considers +the hotel his
usual place of residence or a person who has no usual place of
residence elsewhere); a vacant room (including guarters tempo-
rarily occupied by a nonresident) qualifies as a housing unit
only if 75 percent or more of the accommodations in the hotel
are occupled by usual residents. In the December 1959 survey,
separate living quarters consisting of one room without cooking
equipment qualify as a dwelling unit only when located in a
regular apartment house or when the room constitutes +the only
living quarters in the structure. In hotels in 1959, occupied
and vacant quarters consisting of one room are classified as
dwelling units only 1f they have separate cooking equipment and
if they are in a permanent hotel.

The evidence thus far suggests that the use of the
dwelling unit concept in the December 1959 survey instead of
the housing unit concept as in the April 1960 Census has rela-
tively little effect on the counts for large areas and for the
Netion. Por the United States, the estimate of the number of
dwelling units fromthe December 1959 sample survey is 58,468,000
and the count of housing units from the complete enumeration
in the April 1960 Census 1s 58,326,000. Any effect whlch the
change in concept may have on comparabllity can be expected to
be greatest in statistics for metropoliten areas, and particu-~
larly <for certain tracts and blocks within the areas; living
quarters classified as housing units but which would not be
classified as dwelling unlts tend to be clustered in tracts and
blocks where many persons live separately in single rooms in
hotels, rooming houses, and other Ilight housekeeping quarters.
For the 17 metropolitan aress as a whole (those areas for which
separate date are published from the 1959 survey), the count of
housing units from the April 1960 enumeration is slightly higher
than the count of dwelling units from the DNecember 1959 survey;
there is evidence that this difference exists even after allow-
ance for sampling variability of the 19569 estimate and dates of
enumeration. Furthermore, the estimate from the April 1960
enumeration of the number of 1- and 2-room renter-occupied
housing units in the 17 areas 1s higher than the estimate of
dwelling units in the comparable category from the December
1959 survey.

As indiceted above, the housing unit concept is more
inclusive than the dwelling unlt concept. The effect of the
conceptual difference alone, however, may not be revealed by
the results of two separate surveys or censuses, Other factors
which affect comparability between the December 1959 and the

ApTil 1960 figures include the different enumeration procedures
employed, the degree of overenumeration and underenumeration in
both the survey and the census, the estimation procedure used
for the 1959 results, and the sampling variability of the 1969
estimates. The results of the two enumerations are being
evaluated in more detail to determine the relationship between
the two concepts,

With respect 10 the enumeration of units as occupied
or vacant, the results of the two enumerations for the United
States as a whole are in close agreement. The December 1959
survey showed approximately 52,955,000 occupied dwelling units
or 90.6 percent of the total units and 5,513,000 vacant dwell-
ing units or 9.4 percent of the total. The April 1960 Census
showed 53,024,000 occupied housing units or 90.9 percent of the
total and 5,302,000 vacant housing units or 9.1 percent of the
total. g8imilarly, the figures for owner-occupled and renter-
occupied units as well as the subclasses of vacant units in the
two enumerations are in fairly close agreement. In the detalled
characteristics of occupied and vacent units, however, the re-
sults of the two enumerations may show some differences. (See
also section on "Relation to April 1960 Census of Housing.")

Quasi-unit.--Occupied quarters which do not qualify as
dwelling units are considered quasi-units in the December 1959
survey. Such quarters were called nondwslling-unit quarters in
1950, They are located most frequently in institutions, hospi-
tals, nurses' homes, vooming and boarding houses, transient
accommodations, military and other types of barracks, college
dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, convents, and mon-
asteries. Quasi-units are also located in a house or apartment
in which the living quarters contain five or more lodgers. The
concept of quasi-units, or nondwelling-unit quarters, is similar
to the concept of group gquarters in the April 1960 Census.

Quarters classified as quasi-units in 1959 are not included
in the 1959 housing inventory. However, quarters classified
as dwelling units in 1950 but as quasi-units in 1969 are con-
sidered losses from the 1950 housing inventory; conversely,
quarters which were clagsified as quasl-units (nondwelling-unit
quarters) in 1950 and as dwelling units in 1959 are considered
additions to the housing inventory.

COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

The housing inventory has been divided into components to
reflect the several kinds of changes that occur. The temm
*components of change" refers to these individual parts, which
are designed to explain (a) the source of the 1959 housing in-
ventory, and (b) the disposition of the 1950 housing Inventory.

In terms of the 1959 inventory, the components of change
consist of:

Units added through new construction

Units added through other sources

Unlts changed by conversion

Units changed by merger

Same units

In terms of the 1950 inventory, the components of change
consist of:

Units lost through demclition

Units lost through other means

Units changed by conversion

Units changed by merger

Same units

The above classifications were obtained largely by compar-
ing each dwelling unit in the sample directly with the 1950
Census returns. Through the procedures used in this survey, it
was possible 1o classify the component of change on the basis
of the situation existing in 1959 and the situation reported
in the 1950 Census records (see "Collectlon and processing of
data*). In instances where the 1950 records were missing or
the identification was incomplete, the enumerator determined
the classification through inquiry of the present occupants or
informed neighbors.



Bame wnits,.-Living quarters enumerated as one dwelling
unit in 1959 ave clessified as "seme® if the guerters existed
a8 one and only one dwelling unit in 1950. Thus, “same™ units
are common to both the 1950 and 1959 inventories. Units which
changed after 1950 but by 1959 had changed back 1o the 1950
status are aleo considered "same” units, For example, a 1950
dwelling unit converted into several units and later merged %o
one unit, or & dwelling unit changed to nonresidential use and
leter restored te 1ts 1950 residentiel use are "same® units.

Changes in the characteristics of a dwelling unit since
1950 do:-not affect 1ts classification as "same* if 1t was one
dwelling unit in 1960 and in 1969, Examples of such changes in
cheracteristics are: Finishing a Dedroom inthe attic, install-
ing an extra bathroom, and enlarging the kitchen,

Units changed Dby conversion.--Conversion refers +to +the
crestion of two or more dwelling unite from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alterstion
includes such chenges ag adding a kitchen or installing parti-
tions to form another dwelling unit. Change in use may result
from g simple rearrangement in the space without structural
alteration, such as locking a door which closes off one or more
rooms to form & separate dwelling unit.

The term “changed by conversion® is applicable to both the
1950 and 1959 inventories, For example, one Awelling unit in
the 1950 inventory which subsequently was converted to three
dwelling unite was counted as one unit changed by conversion
for purposes of the 1950 statistice and as three units changed
by conversion for purposes of the 1959 statistics,  Thus, sub-
traction of the 1960 figure from the 1959 figure ylelds the net
mumber of dwelling units added as a result of conversion., The
mmber of conversions does not include units that had been con-
verted at some point betwsen 1950 and 1969 but had reverted to
the 1950 status before the 1959 enumeration,

Units chaug“ed Dy merger,--Merger refers 4o the combining
of two or -more dwelling unite into Tewer units through struc-
tural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or the dis-
mentling of kitchen equipment. Change in use may result from &
simple rearrangement of Space  without structursl alteration,
Buch a8 unlocking a door which formerly separated two dwelling
units. A change in use also occurs, for example, when a family
occuples both floors of a house which formerly contained &
dwelling unit on each floor.

The term “changed by merger* is applicable to both the
1950 and 1959 inventories, For example, two dwelling units in
the 1960 inventory which subsequently were merged into  one
dwelling unit were counted as two units changed by merger for
purposes of the 1950 statistics, and ss one unit changed by
merger for purposes of the 1959 statistics. Thus y subtraction
of the 1959 figure fTrom the 1950 figure yields the net number
of dwelling units loat ss o result of merger, As with conver.
siong, units that hed merged after 1960 and had been converted
to their 1950 status before December 1959 gre not included in
the figures on mergers.,

Units added through new construction, --Any dwelling unit
built betwsen April 1960 and December 1959 ig classified as g
unit added by new construction.® Dwelling units built in that
perdod but removed from the housing inventory before December
1959 sre not reflected in the figures in this report. Dwelling
units built during the period but subsequently changed by con-
verslon or merger are clagsified as new construction in teymg
ofthe mmber existing in December 1959. Vacant units under
construction at the time of enumeration wer

Components of Inventory Change

and Smpll Aress, and Volume II, Metropolitan Housing). Acgord.
ing to the Components of Inventory Change su‘rvey, nfproxi..
mately 15,003,000 dwelling units existing in December 1959 were
built after the 1950 Census (in the perlod April 1950 to Dece(nw
ber 1959); according to the April 1960 Cengus, fxppyﬂxlmtely
16,046,000 housing units existing in April 1960 wmwf built in
1950 or later (in the period January 1950 to March 1960). The
December 1959 estimate covers a perioed of 9 3/4 years, uand the
April 1960 Census estimate covers 10 1/4 years,  Furthermore,
both estimates are based on samples of units and are subject
to sempling variability (the sempling variabil;ty of the lf)ﬁo
egtimate, which is based on a 25-percent sample, being reia.
‘tively very small). The difference remaining after an adjust-
ment for the time period 1s within sampling variability (at the
1-standard-error level), Some of the difference may be attrib-
utable also to the difference in enumeration procedures, In
the December 1959 survey, units are claselfied as “new con-
struction" 1f the reported date of construction is later than
April 1950 and 1f the address of the unit does not appear in
the 1950 Census records; in the April 1960 Census, informatlon
on year built is based on the respondent's memory or estimate
of the date of construction. The use of the dwelling unit con-
cept  in the December 1959 survey and the housing unit conecept
in the April 1960 Census is still another factor; however, it
1s belleved that the effect of this difference on the estimate
of new construction is insignificant,

Units added through other sources.--Any dwelling unit
added to the inventory betwsen April 1950 snd December 1959
which is not specifically covered under the heading of new con-
struction or conversion is classified as a unit added through
other sources, This component includes the followlng types of
additions:

1. Units crested from 1iving quarters clasalfied as
nondwelling-unit quarters, or quasi-units, in1950; for example,
& one-room dwelling unit crested from a aleeplng room in a
rooming house through the installation of cooking equipment,

2. Units crested from nonresldentlal space such as a
store, garage, or barn,

" 3. Unilts moved to site during the perlod April 1950 to
December 1959. Such units, if moved within the same area, do
not necessarily result in a net additlon to the total inventory
since they presumaebly represent unite lost in the place from
which they were moved., A mobile trailer, whetherona different
slte or the same site as in 1950, is a net addition if occuplad
es a dwelling unit in 1959 but not in 1950,

The additions from other sources donot include units whieh
were added to the inventory after April 1950 and lost or with-
drawn from the inventory before December 1969,

Units loat through demolition.--A dwelling unit which ex-
leted in April 1950 ang which was demolished on the Inltiative
of a public agency or as & result of actlion on the part of the
owner 1s classified as a unit logt through demolition,

1. Units lost by chenge o quasi-units; for example, a
one-room dwelling unit changed to a sleeping room by the removal
of cooking equipment, or g dwelllng unit, changed to a quasi-
unit because five lodgers were added to the household, ({The
temm “guasi.unitt  in 1989 is comparable 4o "nondwelling~unit*
quarters in 1950.)

2. Vacant units lost from the inventory vecsuse they are
unfit for human habitation (see "Vacant dwelling unit*)

3. Vacent units logt from
scheduled for demolition or peg
reasons of heslth or safety s
prohibited. )

4. Units lost by change to nonresidentiasl uge.

the inventory because they are
Buse they are condemmed for
0 that further occupancy is
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5, Units moved £rom site since April 1950. Such units,
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a
net loss from the total inventory since they presumebly repre-
sent units added in the place 0 which +they were moved, A
moblle trailer, whether on a different site or the seme site as
in 1950, resulted in a net loss if occupied a8 a dwelling unit
in 1950 but not in 19569.

6. Units destroyed by fire, flood, or other cause. Be-
cause of the difflculty of ascertaining the actual cause of the
disappearance of a unlt, due to the time period involved and
the difficulty of loceting a reliable respondent, it is possi-
ble that some units recorded as destroyed by fire, flood, or
other cause had actually been demolished, and vice versa.

Units lost through other means do not include units which
were lost during the period but restored as dwelling units by
December 1959,  For example, losses do not include 1950 dwell-
ing units that were changed %o nonresidential use and back to
dwelling units by December 1959, or 1950 dwelling units +that
became vacant and unfit for human habitetion and then rehabil-
itated by December 1909,

OCCUPANCY CHARACTERISTICS

Occupied dwelling unlt.--A dwelling unit is “occupied* if
it is the usual place of residence of the person or group of
persons living in 1t at the time of enumeration. Included are
units occupied by persons who are only temporarily absent, such
af persons on vacation. Units occupied by persons with no
usual place of residence are also considered "occupied." For
example, & unit occupied by migratory workers who have no usual
residence elsewhere is considered occupled; however, 1f the
migrants have a resildence elsewhere, the unit in which they are
‘temporarily living ls classifled as vacant,

i This same definition for classifying a unlt as occupled
was used in the April 1960 Census end in the 1950 Census.

if no
However,

Vacant dwelling unit,--A dwelling unit 1is "vacant"
persons are living in it at the time of enumeration.
if its occupants are only temporarily absent, the unit is con-
gidered occupled., Units temporarily occupled entilrely by per-
sons having e usual place of resldence slsewhere are classified
as vecant (the unit at their usual residence is considered oc-
cupied). A vacant unit may be furnished or unfurnished; it may
be offered for rent or sale; it may have been rented or sold
but the new occupants have not moved in; or it may be held off
the market for the owner's occaslonal or future use, for spec-
ulation, or for other reasons.

Newly constructed vacant units are included in the inven-
tory if congtruction has reached the point that all the exterior
windows and doors are ingstalled and the Linal usable floors are
in place. If conmstruction had not reached this point, the unit
was not enumerated,

Dilapidated vacant units were enumerated as dwelling units
provided they were stl1ll usable as living quarters, Vacant
quarters were not enumerated if they were unfit for human habi-
tatlon., Vacant quarters are defined as unfit for humen habite-
tion if, through deterioration or vandalism, most of the doors
and windows are missing and the floors are unsafe. If doors
and windows are bomrded up or stored to keep them from being
destroyed, they are not to be considered missing. In texms of
the 1950 inventory, dwelling unlts which became vacant and un-
fit for humen habitation are reported as losses from the 1950
inventory. Conversely, vacant quarters which were unfit for
human habitation in 1950 but which were made usable as living
quarters by 1959 are reported as units added to the inventory.

Vacant quarters are excluded from the housing inventory if
there is positive evidence (a sign, motice, ormark on the house
or In the block) that the unit is to be demolished, Vacant
quarters eondemned for reasone of health or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited are lilkewlse excluded from the
inventory. Also excluded are vacant mobile trailers and guar-
ters used for commercial or business purposes or used for the

storage of hay, machinery, business supplles and the llke, un-
less ‘the use is only temporary, in which case they were enumer-
ated as dwelling units. Quarters of these types, which were
dwelling unites in 1950, are reported as losses Ifrom the 1950
inventory; they are reported as units added to the inventory
when the reverse was true,

With few exceptions, these same general instructions were
used in the April 1960 Census and in the 1950 Census. In 1959
and 1960, however, +the Instructions for eaumerating certain
vacant units wers more speclfic than in 1950, particularly
the instructions regarding units to be demolished, units unfit
for human habitation, and units being used <Lor nonresidential
purposes.

Vacancy status.--Available vacant units are units which
are for year-round occupancy, are not dilapidated, and are
offered for rent or for sale. Units available for sale only
are the avallable vacant units which are offered for sale only;
they exclude units offered "for sale or rent." Units available
for rent are the available vacant units which are offered for
rent and those offered for rent or sale at the same time.
Other vacant units comprise the remaining vacant dwelling units.
They comprise dilapidated units, seasonal units, units rented
or sold and awaiting occupancy, units held for occasional use,
and units held off the market for other reasons. Year-round
dwelling units are units which are usually occupled or Iintended
for occupancy at eny time of the year. Beasonal units are in-
tended for occupancy during only a season of the year.

The same definition of vacancy status was used in the
April 1960 Census (except +that "not dilapidated® unites were
classified as "sound" or “deteriorating® in 1960). Compare-
bility may be affected in some areas, however, because of the
use of two categories for condition in 1959 compared with three
in 1960, and the use of the dwelling unit concept in 1959 com-
pared with the housing unit concept in 1960.

The definitions used in the 1950 Census alsgo were the same
as those used 1n the December 1959 survey. Avallable vacant
units were identified as "nonseasonal not dilapidated" units 1in
19503 and 1950 *nonresident” units (units temporarily occupied
by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere) are in-
cluded in the category "other* vacant units,

Color.--The occupants of dwelling units are classified
according to the color of the head of the household dinto two
groups, white and nonwhite. The color group deslgnated "non-
white" consists of such races or ethmic groups as Negro, Ameri-
can Indian, Jepanese, Chinese, Filipino, Xorean, Asian Indian,
and Malayan. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who are not
definitely of Indlan or other nonwhite race are classified as
white. ©Persons of mixed racial parentege are classlfled as
nonwhite., The same classification was used in the April 1960
Census and in the 1950 Census.

The concept of race, as it has been used by the Bureau of
the Census, 1is derived from thet which is commonly accepted by
the general public. In the December 1969 survey and in the
1950 Census, the classification was obtained in most cases by
the enumerator's observatlon, whereas in the April 1960 Census,
it was possible for members of the household to classlfy them-
selves, The use of self-enumeration in April 1960 may have af-
fected the accuracy of the data on color comparsed with other
Censuses or Surveys.

Persons.--All persons enumerated as members of the house-
hold were counted in determining the number of persons who
occupied the dwelling unit. These persons include not only
occupants related to the head but also any lodgers, foster
children, wards, and resident employees who shared the living
quarters of the household head.

The median number of persons for occupied dwelling units
is the theoretical value which divides the dlstribution into
two equal parts--one-half the units having more persons and
one-half having fewer persons than the median. In the compu-
tation of the median, a continuous distribution was assumed,
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with ‘the whole mumber of persons as the midpoint - of the class
interval. PFor example, when the median was in the 3-person
group, the lower and upper limits were agsumed to be 2.0 and
3.b personsg, respectively.

The meme concept was applied in the April 1960 Cengus and
in the 1950 Census.

Peraong per room. --The number of persons per room was com-
puted for each occupled dwelling unit by dividing the mumber of
pergons by the number of rooms inthe unit. The tabulation form
contained terminal categories of "10 or more" rooms and "10 or
more® persens. For purposes of the computation, each of the
terminel categories was given a mean value of 11. Essentially
the mame procedure was used for the 1960 and 1950 Censuses.

Tenure.--A dwelling uslt 1g "owner occupled” if the owner
or co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not
fully pald for, The owner need not be the head of the house-
hold. A cooperative spartment unit is "owner occupied” only if
the owner lives in it.

ALl other occupied units are classified as "renter occu-
pled,” including units rented for cash as well as units occu-
pied without payment of cash rent., Units rented for cash are
units for which any money rent is paid or contracted for. Such
reot 1s commonly pald by the occupants but may be paid by per-
sons not living in the unit--for exemple, a welfare agency.
Unite for which no cash rent is paid include unite provided by
relatives not living in the unlt and occupied without rental
peyment, unite provided in exchenge for services rendered, and
unite oecupied by a tenant farmer or sharecropper who does not
pay any cash rent, “"No cash rent” appears as a category in the
rent tabulations.

The seme definition of tenure was used in the April 1960
Census and in the 1950 Census.

Owner of unit,--The owner of the unit refers to some mem-
ber of the household who 1lives in the unit and is the owner or
co-owner of the dwelling unit., The owner may be the head or
hie wife, some other relative of the head, or a nonrelative of
the head, Units co-owned by two or more household members are
tabulated in the category "head or wife" 1f either the head or
wife ig & co-owner. If neither the head nor his wife is a co-
owney, but at least ome of the co-owners is related to the head
(by blood, marrisge, or adoption}, the unit is tabulated in the
category "other relative of head.” ’

The "age of owner" i1is the age of the household member who
owns the unit, If the head and wife own the unit jolntly, the
unit is tabulated according to the age of the head.

Although information on tenure was obtained in the April
1960 Census and in the 1950 Census, no information wes obtained
on the identity of the owner of the unit.

Year moved into unit.--Data on year moved into unit are
baeed on information reported for the head of the household.
The guestion refers to the year of latest move, Thus, 1f the
head moved back 1nto & unit he had previously occupied, the
year he moved into his present unit was to be reported.

The year the head moves 1is not necessarily the seme year
other members of the household move, although in the great
majority of cases the entire household moves at the same time.
The statistics roughly reflect turnover in occupancy of units
but do not indicate the total number of chapges in occupancy
that have oceursd in a given period,

The same concept of year moved into unit was used in the

April 1960 Census but no information on year moved was obtained
in the 1950 Census,

STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS

Rooms.--The mumber of rooms is the count of whole rooms
used for living purposes, such as living rooms, dining rooms,
bedrooms, kitchens, Tinighed attic or basement rooms, recreation
Tooms, lodgers' rooms, and rooms used Tor offices by a peraon

Not considered ag rooms are bathrooms;
halls, foyers, or vestibules; closets; alcoves; pantries; strip
or pullman kitchens; laundry or furnace IOOMS; unfinished
attics, basements, and other space used for storage; porches,
unless ‘they are permanently enclosed and sultable for year-
round use; &nd offices uged only by persons not living in the
unit. A partially divided room, such ag a dinette nex“n to a
kitchen or 1iving room, 18 considered & separate room if there
is a partition from floor to ceiling. If a room is shared by
occupents of more than one unit, it 1s included with the unit
from which 1t is most easlly reached, The same concept  was
used in the April 1960 Census and in the 1950 Census,

The median number of rooms 1s the theoretical value which
divides the distribution of units into two equal parta--one-
half the units having more rooms and one-half having fewer
rooms ‘then the median. The median was computed in the same
manner a8 the median number of persons, and in tables & and 3
the median was computed on the basls of more detalled Intervals
than are shown in the table.

1living in the unit.

Units in structure.--In determining the number of units In
the structure, the enumerator wag instructed o count hoth oc-
cupied and vacant dwelling units, bub not buginess unlty or
quagi-units. A structure is defined as & separate bullding
that either has open space on all four sides, or 1s separated
from other structures by dividing wells that extend from ground
to roof. For Tow houses, double houses, or houses attached to
nonresidential structures, each house 1s a geperate structure
if the dividing or common wall goes from ground o roof, In
apartment developments or in housing developments of the vil-
lsge or garden type, each building with cpen space on all sldes
is a separate structure. Statistics are presented ln terms

- of mumber of dwelling units rather then number of resldential

structures.

Essentially the same concept was used in the April 1960
Census, Comparability may be affected, however, by the differ-
ence in the concept of dwelling unit in 1989 and housing unit
in April 1960.

The 1969 data are not entirely comperable with data from
the 1950 Census for units in 1- and 2-unit structures. For
gsome of the 1950 data, units in detached and attached strugtures
were shown separately for 1- and 2-unit structures, bul those
in semidetached structures containing 1or 2 units were combined
into one category. For table 1, units classified as "1 and 2
awelling unit, semidetached" in 1950 were comblned with "1
dwelling wnit, detached" and "1 dwelling unit, attached” and
shown as "l unit" in the table. The 1960 flgure in table 1 for
"1 unit" in structure, therefore, includgs units in semidetuched
structures having 2 units in the structure; in most areas, this
number 1s bellieved 1o be too smell to arffect compurability of
the data., (A semidetached structure was defined in 1950 as one
of two adjoining residential structures, each with open space
on the remaining three sides; such a structure contalning 1 or
2 dwelling units was included in the category "1l and 2 dwelling
unit, semidetached.”)} 1In table 3, however, the 1950 category
"1 unit” consists only of units in l-unit structures,

Trailer.--The 1959 inventory includes trailers which are
used as separate living quarters. Moblle trailers are included
only if occupled as separate living quarters, 4 trailer 1is
‘mobile" 1T 1t rests on wheels or on a temporary foundation,
such as blocks or posts. Irailers on a permenent foundation
are included 1f occupied as separate living quarters, or vacant
and intended for occupancy as separate living quarters. A
trailer 1s "on & permanent foundation" if it is mounted on a
regular foundatlon of brick, stone, concrete, etc. When trail-
ers are not shown as a separate category in a table, they are
included with units in "1 unit” structures.

In 1950, the ssme types of trailers were included in the
housing inventery as in 1959, In the April 1960 Census, how-
ever, only trailers which were occupled as separate llving
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quarters were included in the inventory; wvacant trallers,
whether moblle or on a permenent foundation, were excluded. In
all three enumerations, when one or more rooms are added to a
trailer, it is no longer classified as a trailer and is treated
the same as & house, apartment, or flat.

Under the subject "Units in structure” in table 1, the
category "trailer® for 1959 designates all trallers that were
in the housing inventory--the occupied mobile trailers and the
occupied and vacant trailers on a permanent foundation, For
1960, the category comprises only occupled mobile trailers;
permanent trallers were classified as "house, apartment, or
flat" and thus were included in the category "1 unit" in struc-
ture. In the 1960 results, the category "trailer" designates
occupied mobile trallers and occupled trailers on a permanent
foundation,

Year structure built,--"Year built" refers to the date the
original construction of the structure was completed, not to
any later remodeling, addition, or conversion. For trailers,
the model year was agsumed to be the year built,

The figures on the number of units built during a given
period relate to the number of um#ts in existence at the time
of enumeration. The figures reflect the number of units con-
gtructed during a given period plus the number created by con-
vergions In structures originally built during that peried,
minus the number lost in structures built during the perlod.
Losses occur through demolition, fire, flood, disaster; change
to nonresidential use; or merger to fewer dwelling units.

Data on year built are more susceptible to errors of re-
sponge and nonreporting than data on many of the other items,
In most cases, the information was glven according to memory or
estimates of the occupants of the structure or of other persons
who had lived in the neighborhood a long time. Data on year
built are avallable from the April 1960 Census and the 1950
Census. While the definitions were the same in the three enu-
merations, comparability of the data may be affected by rela-
tively large reporting errors. The data from the December 1959
survey, particularly for the period 1950 to 1959, wmay differ
from date derived from other sources because of the special
procedures employed in the Components of Inventory Change pro-
gram (see discussion on "new construction" in section on "Com-
ponents of change").

CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES

Both +the condition of a dwelling unit and the type of
plumbing facilities are coneidered measures of the quality of
housing. Categories representing varlous levels of housing
quality have been established by presenting the items in
combination.

To measure condition, the emumerator classified each
dwelling unit in one of two categories: Nob dilapidated or

dilapidated. The plumbing facilities that are comblned with
condition are: Water supply, toilet facllities, and bathing
facilities.,

Conditlon,--The enumerator determined the condition of the
dwelling unit by observation, on the basis of specified cri-
teria related to the extent or degree of visible defects. The
types of defects the enumerator was to look for are assoclated
with weather tightness, extent of disrepalr, hazards ‘to the
physical safety of the occupants, and inadequate or makeshift
construction. These are signs of other gtructural defects
which may be hidden., Defects which would be revealed only by a
more careful inspection than is possible during a census, such
ag the presence of dampness or infestation, inadsquate wirlng,
and rotted beams, are not included in the criteria for deter-
mining the condition of & unit.

Dilapidated housing does not provide safe and adequate
shelter and in its present condition endengers the health,
safety, or well-being of the occupants,  Such housing has (&)

one or more critical defects; or (b) has a combination of minor
defects in sufficient number or extent to require considerable
repair or rebuilding; or (¢) is of inadequate original con-
struction., The defects are either so critical or so widespread
that the dwelling unit is below the generally accepted minlmim
gtandard for housing and should be torn down, extensively re-
paired, or rebullt.

A critical defect is serious enough in itself +to warrant
classifying a unit as dilapidated, Examples of critical de-
fects are: Holes, open cracks, or rotted, ILoose, or misaing
material (clapboard siding, shingles, bricks, conerete, tile,
plaster,orfloorhoards) over a considerable area of the founda-
tion, outside walls, roof, chimney, or ingide walls, floors, or
ceilings; substantlsl segging of floors, walls, or rocf; and
extensive demage by storm, fire, or flood,

To be clagsified ag dilapidated on the basis of minor de-
fects, a dwelling unit must have such defects in sufficient
number or extent that it no longer provides safe and adequate
aghelter. No set number of minor defects is required. Examples
of minor defects are: Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, oOT
missing materials in the foundation, walls, roof, floors, or
ceilings but not over a considerable area; sheky or unsafe
poreh, steps, or railings; several broken or missing window-
paneg; some rotted or loose window frames or gaghes that are no
longer rainproof or windproof; broken or loose stalr treads, or
broken, loose, or missing risers, balusters, or railings of in-
gide or outeide stairs; deep wear on doorsills, doorframes,
outside or inside steps or floors; and demaged, unsafe, or
makeshift chimmey such as a stovepips or other uninsulated pipe
leading directly from the stove to the outaide through & hole
in the roof, wall, or window. Such defects are signs of neglect
which lead to serious structural deterioration or damage if not
corrected.

Tnadequate original construction includes: Bhacks, nuts,
or tents; structures with makeshift walls or roofs, or built of
packing boxes, scrap lumber or tin; structures lacking founda.-
tions (walls rest directly on the ground); structures with dirt
floors; and cellars, sheds, barns, garages, OT other places not
originally intended for living quarters and inadequately con-
verted to such use. Such unite are classified as dilapldated.

The enumerator wag instructed to judge each unit on the
bagls of 1ts own characteristice, regardiess of the neighbor-
hood, mge of the structure, or the race or color of the occu-
pants, He was cautioned, for exemple, that although lack of
paint is only a slight defect, this and other signs of neglect
are warnings to look closely for more serious defects. Also,
exterior covering may improve the appearance of & gtructure but
not its condition, and the sturdiness of brick or other masonry
walls cen be migleading if there are defects in other parte of
the structure.

~ The enumerator was provided with detalled oral and written
instructlions and with visual aids. A filmstrip of photographs
depicted various types of defects and a recorded narrative ex-
plained how to determine the classification of condition on the
basis of these defects, Nevertheless, it was not possible to
achieve uniform results in applying the criteria for determin-
ing the conditionofa unit. Data on condition for large areas,
which are bssed on the work of a number of enumerators, tend to
have a smaller margin of relative error than data for small
areas, which depend on the work of only a few enumerators.

The concept, definition, and training materials used in
the December 1959 survey were the seme ag those used in the
1050 Gensus. In the April 1960 Census, three levels of condi-
tion are reported: Sound, deteriorating, and dilapidated, The
1959 "dilapidated" end the 1960 "dilapidated" are considered
comparable categories slnce the same basic concept of dilapl-
dation was uéed; and the 1959 category "not dilapidated" is
considered comparable with the 1960 categories 'gound" and
*deteriorating" combined. It is possible, however, that the
change in categories introduced an element of difference between
the 1959 and 1960 statistlcs.
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Plumbing facilities,--The category '"with all plumbing
facilitles” conslsts of units which have piped hot and cold
water . imside the structure, end flush toilet and bathtub (or
shower) inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occu-
pants of the unit.

Untte “lacking onmly hot water* have all the facilities
except hot water. Units "lacking other plumbing facilities" may
{or may not) have hot water but lack one or more of the other
specifisd facilities. 'Also imcluded in this category are units
paving no plped water inseide the structure and units whose
peeupants share teilet or bathing facilities with the occupants
of enother dwelling unit, The combination of "lacking only hot
water® and *lacking other plumbing facilities" is presented as
*lacking seme or all facilities" in some of the tables.

Fecilities are "for exclusive use" 1if they are used only
By the occupants of the one.dwelling unit, including lodgers or
other unrelsted persons - 1iving in - the dwelling unit, Facil-
ities are.considered "inside the structure" 1if they are located
in the same gtructure as the dwelling unit; they may be located
within the dwelling unit itseif, or in a hallway, basement, or
room -ugsed by occupants of several units, A unit hag "hot"
water whether hot water 1s available the year round or only
part of the time; for example, it may be supplied only at cer-
tain times of the day, ‘week, or year.

The same concepts were used in the April 1960 Census and
in the 1950 Census, The 1969 cetegory “with all plumbing fa-
cilities® 1s equlvelent to the 1950 *with private toilet and
beth -and hot running water;" the 1959 “lacking only hot water®
ig equivalent %o the 1950 *with private toilet and bath, and
only cold water;” and the 1959 "lacking other plumbing facil-
itdes” 1s equivalent to the 1950 combination of "with running
water, lacking private toilet or bath" and "no running water,"
{In table 1, =a minor adjustment was made in the tabulated 1950
deta for Alaska since units with *hot running water® were not
separately identified,)

Bathroom,--A dwelling unit has a complete bathroom 1if it
hes & flush toilet and bathtub (or shower) for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit and also has piped hot water.
The facilities must be located inside the structure but need
not be In the seme room. Units with two or more complete bath-
rooms and units with a partial bathroom in addition to s com-
plete Dbathroom are included 1n the category “*more than 1,"
Units which lack one or more of the specified facilities are
included in the category “shared or none" together with units
which share bathroom facilities.

Thie geme concept was used 1n the April 1960 Census., In
1950, however, no date on the number of bathrooms were provided
although data were presented on the number of units with both
private flush toilet and bathtub (or shower) and hot Tuming
water,

FINANCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Value,--Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the
property would sell for on the current market. Value data are
restricted to owner-occupled units having only one dwelling
undt in the property and no business. A business for this pur-
post 1s defined as a clearly recognizable commercial establish-
ment such es a restsurant, store, or filling station, Units in
multiunit structures and trailers were excluded from the tabu-
lations; apd in rursl territory units on farms and all units on
places of 10 acres or more (whether farm or nonfarm) also were
excluded, The values of such units are not provlided because of
verigtion in the use and size of the property.

A property generally consists of the house and the land on
which it stends, The sstimated value of the entire property,
including the land, wes to he reported, even if the occupant
owned the house but not the land, or the property was owned
Jointly with another owner, '

The madisn valus of dwelling unite is the theoretical value
which divides the distribution Into two equal parts--one-half

the cases falling below this value and ong-half the cases ex-
ceeding this value. In the computation of the median, the lower
14mit of a class interval was assumed to stend at the beginning
of the value group and the upper limit at the beginning of the
successive value group., Medisns were rounded to the nearest
nundred dollars. In some instances, the medlans were computed
on the basis of more detailed tabulation groups than are shown
in the tables.

The definition of velue and the restriction on the type of
units for which value deta are presented are the same as for
the April 1960 Census, In 1950 also, these same concepts were
used with & minor exception--the 1950 date excluded values for
farm units in rural areas but included nonfarm units on places
of 10 acres or more. (The 1960 date for Hawali are restricted
to units whose occupants owned both the unit and the land, and
farm units are included.)

Contract rent.--Contract rent 1s the monthly rent agreed
upon regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that
may be included., If the rent includes payment for a business
unit or additionmal dwelling units, an estimate of the rent for
the dwelling unit being enumerated is reported., Rent pald by
lodgers or roomers is disregarded if they are members of the
household. The data. exclude rents for farm units in rural
territory.

The median rent is the theoretical rent which divides the
distribution into two equal parts--one-half the cases falling
below this rent and one-half the cases exceeding this rent.
Renter-occupied units for which *"no cash rent" 1s pald are ex-
cluded from the computation of the median, Medians were rounded
to the nearest whole dollar.

These same concepts were used in the April 1960 Census, as
well as In the 1950 Census, (The 1950 rent data for Hawall in-
clude form units.)

Gross rent.--The computed rent termed "gross rent" 1s the
contract rent plus the average monthly cost of utilities (water,
elsctriclty, gas) and fuels such as wood, coal, and oil if
these ltems are paid for by the renter, Thus, gross rant elim-
ipates differentials which result from varying practices wlth
respect to the inclusion of utilities and fuel as part of the
rental payment. If the utility or fuel bill covered a business
unit or additional dwelling units, an amount was Lo be reported
for the one dwelling unit being enmumerated, Rent data exclude
rents for farm units in rural territory.

The median gross rent was computed in the same manner as
the median contract rent. In the computation, the lower Limit
of & class interval was assumed to0 stend &t the beginning of
the rent group and the upper limit at the beginning of the suc-
cesslve rent group, In some instances, the median was computed
on the basis of more detailed tabulation groups than are shown
in the tables. Medianswere rounded to the nearest whole dollar.
Renter-occupied units for which "no cash rent" is pald are shown
separately in the tables and are excluded from the computation
of the median.

The same concept and restriction on the type of units for
which gross rent is presented were wused for the April 1960
Census.  For the 1950 data in table 3, thls same procedure was
followed. For the 1950 data in table 1, however, an gdditional
adjustment was made to gross rent; 1f the use of furniture wae
included in the contract rent, the reported estimated rent of
the unit without furniture was used in the computation, (No
1950 data on gross rent are available for Alagka and Hawail.)

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

Household characteristics are based on information reported
for each member of the household, Each person was listed by
name, and informstion was recorded on age and relationship to
head., Information for similar items, as well s marital gtatus,

Was recorded for each housshold member in the 1960 and 1950
Censuses of Population.




Introduction 13

Household.--A household consists of all +the persons who
occupy & dwelling unit. By definition, therefore, the count
of occupied dwelling units would be the same as the count of
households.

Head of household.--The head of the household is the per-
son considered to be the head by the household members, How-
aver, 1f a merried woman living with her husband is reported as
the head, her husband is clegsified as the head for the purpose
of census tabulations,

Household composition.--Each household in the group "male
head, wlfe present, no nonrelatives" consists of the head, his
wife, and other persons, if any, all of whom sre related to him.
A household was classified in this category 1f both the husband
and wife were reported ag members of ths household even though
one or the other was temporarily absent on buginess or vaca-
tlon, visiting, in & hospital, etc., at the time of ths enu-
meration, The category "other male head" includes male head,
wife present, with nonrelatives llving with them; male head who
is married, but with wife absent because of separation or other
reason where husbend and wife maintein separate residences for
several months or more; and male head who is widowed, divorced,
or single., "Female head" comprises all female heads regardless
of their maritel status. Included are female heads without a
spouse and female heads whose husbands are living away from
their families, as for exsmple, husbande in the Armed Forces
1iving on military installstions. .

Comparable date on household composition are avallable
from the April 1960 Census in 1960 Census of Housing, Volume II,
Metropolitan Housing. The categories differ, however, in that
one-person households in the 1960 report are shown separately
and are not included in the categories "other male head" and
"female head."

Categories similar to the 1959 categories are available
from the 1950 Censue in 1950 Census of Housing, Volume II, Non-
farm Housing Characteristics, sand Volume ITI, Farm Housing
Characteristics., Por the 1950 data in table 1, a ratio esti-
mation procedure was applied to the semple data as published to
obtain lmproved estimates. (The 1950 statistics exclude fig-
ures for Aleska snd Hawali,)

Presence of nonrelatives.--A nonrelative of the head is
any member of the household who is not related to the house-
hold head by blood, marriage,' or adoption, Lodgers (roomers,
partners, wardes, and foster children) and resident employses
are included in this category.

S8imilar data are available from the April 1960 Census in
1960 Census of Housing, Volume II, Metropolitan Housing, under
"Type of household.," Results of the 1950 Census also are
avallable under "Type of household" in 1950 Census of Housing,
Volume II, Nonfarm Housing Cheracteristics, and Volume III,
Farm Housing Characteristics. = For the 1950 data in tabls 1, a
ratio egtimation procedure was applied +to the sample data as
published to obtain improved estimates. (The 1950 statistics
exclude figures for Alaska and Hawaii.)

Own children.--An "own child" is defined as a son, daugh-
ter, stepchild, or adopted child of the head. The category
*under 6 years only" relates to households with own children B
years old and younger and no own children 6 to 17 years inclu-
sive. Simllarly, the category "6 to 17 years only" relates to
houssholds with own chilldren 6 to 17 years and no own children
under 6, Units in the category "both age groups" have at least
one own child in each of the two age groups.

Some date, on own children are presented 1in the population
reporte of the 1960 and 1960 Censuses of Populatiom.

Persong 65 years and over.--All persons, including the
head, who are members of the household and are 66 years old and
over &re included in the count of persons 65 years and over,
The atatistice are presented in terms of the number of occupied
units having 0, 1, 2, or 3 or more such persons. Though the
total number of persons 65 years old aend over cannot be derived
from the distribution, the number can probably be closely esti-
mated; units with 3 or more persons 60 and over will seldom
have more than 3 such persons,

Selected data on characteristics of housing occupled by
persons 60 years old and over are avallable from the April 1960
Census in 1960 Cenpus of Housing, Volume VII, Housing of Senior
Citizens. No comperable date are avallable from the 1950
Census.

COLLECTION AND PROCESSING OF DATA

The collection and processing of data in the December 1959
Components of Inventory Change survey differed in several im-
portant respects from the procedures used in other parts of the
1960 Census program and in the 1950 Census. A brief descrip-
tion of the procedurss used in the December 1959 survey is
given below. A detailed description of the forms and proced-
ures uged in the collection of the date 1s given in a report
entitled Survey of Components of Change and Residential Finance
of the Unlted States Census of Housing, 1960: Principal Data-
Collection Forms and Procedureg. Further detall on procedures
is provided in a report entitled Eighteenth Decemnial Census:
Procedural History.

COLLECTION OF DATA

Survey desilgn.--The December 1959 survey was designed to
utilize, whenever possible, the sampling materlals and informa-
tion from the 1956 National Housing Inventory (NHI). 1In the
NHI and in the December 1959 survey, data were collected for
dwelling units located 1in a semple of clusters or land area
segments representative of varlous geographic areas of the
United States. The 1959 sample consisted, in large part, of
segments that were used also in the 1956 survey. As described
in *Semple design," the 1959 survey used additional segments to
reflect new constructlion and .boundary changes,

Timing.--December 1959 i1s the survey date for the Compo-
nents of Inventory Change survey, and the statistics may be

regarded ag applying +to that date, BSome of the enumeration,
however, began in late October 19569 and some extended into
early 1960, Information reported by the enumerator reflected
the sltuation st the time of enumeration,

For purposes of the estimation procedure for new construc-
tion units, which required some dats from the census returns, a
second vislt was made to the segments. In this visit, the enu-
merator determined the number of housing unlts in the segment
ag enumerated by the April 1960 Census enumerator, Most of
these vislts were made in June and July 1960,

Survey techniques.--Five basic survey techniques were used
t0 obtain measures of the number of dwelling units by compo-
nents of change.

In segments which were not in the 1956 NHI, the estlmates
depended primarily on the first two techniques described below,
The techniques for these segments are described first, although
such segments constltuted only & small part of the entire sample.

1, This technique wes degigned to obtain estimates of new
congtruction units and other additions, " conversions, mergers,
certain types of losses, and unite which wers +the "seme" 1n
1950 and 1959, In this procedure, the enumerator was supplied
with a map of the semple segment and the 1950 Census records
for the enumeration district* conteining the segment., The

¥ An enumeration district i1s an area assigned to one snumerator
in the decennial census for purposes of canvassingj; in most cases,
an enumeratlion district contains approximately 250 dwelling units.



enumerator listed each dwelling unit existing In the segment at
the time of enumeration in 1959 and compared 1t directly with
the 1950 Census returns. On the besis of this comparison and
information supplied by the respondent, the enumerator reported
the status of each unit in relation to the situation in 1950.
When recording eech 1969 unit, the enumerator accounted for all
dwelling units that existed in the structure in 1950 (or part
of a structure when the segment consisted of only part of a
structure, e.g., one floor of an apartment house). Thus, losses
were reported in the "segment” sampls for structures which con-
tained at least ome dwelling unit in 19569 (see technique 2 for
losses of entire structures), In some instances, the 1950 Cen-
Bus racords were not available or the emumerator could not
match the units because of incomplete identification glven in
1950; 1in these cases, information as to whether any change had
occurred - was obtained by direct inquiry of the present occu-
pants or infommed neighbors.

2, The second technique measured losses of units in situ-
atlops where all the 1950 dwelling units in the structure were
lost to the housing inventory. A semple of addresses in clus-
ters of three was selected from the 1950 Censue records. The
enumerator located these specific addresses and, if the entire
structure had been demolished, had changed to monresidential
use, had became vacant and unfit for human habitation, or was
otherwlse lost to the inventory since 1950, the enumerator re-
ported as a loss sach unit that existed in the structure in
1960, ‘

For the sample segments in Alaska and -Hawaii, which were
net included in the 1956 NHI, techniques 1 and 2 were applied.
In the "new construction" segments in the rest of the United
Btates, which also were not in the NHI, technique 1 was applied
except that measures of losses were estimated from the segments
in the NHI sample (see techniques 4 and 5),

The bulk of the sample for the United States, and regions,
conslsted. of segments +that were also in ‘the NHI, For these
segments, techniques 3, 4, and 5 were used,

3. The third technique provided estimates of new con-
struction and other additions, comversions, mergers, and “same"
umlts by utilizing segments +that had been emumerated in the
1956 NHI. Information reported in 1956, for the period 1950 to
1956, was brought up to date so that the change for the entire
period 1950 to 1959 could be determined, The enumerator was
supplied with a map of the Ssmple segments and the 1956 rec-

ords. The erumerator listed each dwelling unit existing in the '

segment at the time of enumeration in 1959 and compared it
directly with +the 1956 records. In the editing process, the
component of change for the entive perdiod 1950 1o 1959 was
determined from the information reported by the 1959 enumer-
ator In relation to the information reported in the earlier
Burvey.

The procedure for measuring losses, described below in
techniques 4 and 5, also utilized resulte orf the NHI survey,
Estimates of losses wers obtalned as the sum of the losses from
1960 to 1956 reported in the NHI and the losses from 1957 +o
1959 reported by the 1959 emumerator; however, it was necessary
to incorporate a ‘technique to adjust for units reported as lost
between 1950 and 1956 which had since returned to the housing
invemtory or had changed their loss status. For the period
1960 to 1959, estimates of losses reflect the final status of
the unit in 1959, Thus, for exemple, a 1950 dwelling unit re.
ported as having been changed to nonresidentia] use by 1956 and
back to a dwelling unit by 1959 wag not included in the losses
Tor 1950 to 1959. On the other hand, a 1950 dwelling unit re-
ported as vacant and unfit for human hebitation in 1956 (tabu-
lated ag lost through "other means') and demolished by 1959 was
tabulated ag *demolished,

4. In segments that were in the NHI sample, the fourth
technique measured losBes since 1956. The enumerator was Bup-
plied with the address of each dwelling unit in the segment ag
Teported An the NHI, The enumerator located each address and
rgported whether the unit was still g dwelling unit in 1959 or
whether 1t wag g loss, e.g,, had been demolished, had changed

Components of Inventory Change

to nonresidential use, had moved from slte, hed changed 1o
quasi-unit quarters, had become vacant and unfit for human
habitation, or was otherwise lost from the inventory,

5. The fifth technique messured the number of units with-
drawn from the 1950 inventory by 1966 but which elther had come
back into the housing inventory by 1959 or had changed their
loss status., In the NHI, a procedure similar to that described
above in technique 2 had been used to measure losses of struc.
tures, The 1959 enumerator was glven the addresses of unlts
reported as lost 1n the NHI, The 1959 emumerator revisited
these "lost" units (except the unite reported as demolished or
otherwise destroyed by 1966) and determined their status st the
time of the 1959 enumeration,

The above five techniques describe the procedures used to
obtain measures of the counts of units by components of change.
The enumerator may have been required to apply more than one
of the techniques in a given segment. For characteristics of
dwelling units (tenure, condition and plumbing facilities, num-
ber of rooms, etc.), a subsmmple of units was selected for some
of the components of change. The particular method of selec.
tion depended on the survey technique used in the individual
segment for measuring the counts of the components of change
and is described in *Sample design.®

Data collection forms.--8everal basic forms were used for
collecting data in the December 1959 survey and for transcrib-
ing data from the 1950 Census records. Most of the forms were
of the conventional type, on which the enumerator recorded in-
formatlon by marking a precoded check box or writing in nu-
merical answers or word entries. The form that was used for
recording characteristics of unlts in the subsample waes & FOSDIC
schedule on which the emumerator recorded information by mark-

.ing appropriate circles.

Enumeration procedure.--As described above under "Survey
techniques,” the determination of the component of change uti-
lized the information recorded by the census enumerator in 1960,
For segments not in the NHI survey, the 1959 enumerator listed
each dwelling unit existing in the segment and reported iis
status (same, conversion, merger, new construetion, or othar
addition) after referring to the 1950 Census records., The
status had to be consistent with the year bullt, as reported by
the 1959 respondent, and the information reported by the 1950
Census enumerator in 1950, The enumerator algo reported the
status of the 1950 unit., For example, 1f the enumerator deter-
mined there was one dwelling unit with five rooms in 1959 and
the 1950 records showed two dwelling units, one of three rooms
and one of two rooms, the 1959 enumerator was to report that the
two 1950 units had been merged and the one 1969 unit was the
result of the merger, Or if the respondent reported that the
unit was built in 1952, the enumerator referred to the 1950
Census records to verify that the unit had not been enumerated
in 1950 before reporting it as new construction,

If house numbers or street names had changed since 1950,
the enumerator had to ldentify, from the 1950 Census records,
the specific unit he wags enumerating in 1959, If g house hed
been demolished and & new one constructed on the same site with
the same address, the enumerator wag to report "ney construc-
tion, * rather than "same,” for purposes of the 1959 inventory.

In some instances, particularly in rursl areas, the enu-
merator could not identify the unit because of incomplete ad-
dress or other desigmation in the 1950 Census records, In such
cases, he determined the 1950 to 1959 comparison through in-
quiry of the present occupants or informed neighbors,

In measuring the mumber of "lost" units, the enumerator
located the specific address ang determined ‘the disposition of
the 1950 dwelling unit. For example, if a 1950 unit had been
changed to g store, the enumerstor was to report "changed to
however, if

and a store erected in 1ts
place, the enumerstor was to report "demolisheq, "

Por segments which were in the 1956 NHI survey, the enu-
merator followed g similar procedure except that the comparison
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was made with the 1956 records. In a later clerical operation,
the chenge for the entire 1950 to 1969 period wes coded. For
example,  1f the unit was reported by the 1959 enumerator as
"same" for the period 1957 to 1959, and wes reported in the NHI
survey as new construction (built in1954), the coder classified
the unit as "new construction® for the 1950 to 1959 period.

Information on the 1959 characteristics of the components
of change was obtained by direct interview with the occupants.
For vacent units, informetion was obtained from owners, lend-
lords, nelghbors, or other persons presumed o know about the
unit.

In a small percentage of cases, interviews for character-
istics of the components of change were incomplete because the
occupants were not found at home despite repeated calls or were
not avallable for some other reason. A similar situation did
not hold for the basic measures of components of change; the
required information was obtained in virtually all cases.

Training and fleld review.--The enumerators were given
detalled training and their work was reviewed. In addition to
written instructlons, many audio-visual aids were used. During
the training, the enumerators used a workbook which contalned
practice exercises and 1llustrations. In the initial phases of
their work, the enumerators were given on-the-spot training by
supervisory or technlcal persomnel. This was followed by a
series of regularly schedulsd field reviews of the enumerstor's
work by hls crew leader or supervisor, The operation was de-
signed to assure at an early stage that the enumerator was per-
forming his duties properly and had corrected any errors he had
made. When the quality of an emumerator's work was established
as acceptable, the extent of the review was reduced, but a mini-
mum review of all questionnaires for completeness and conslst-
ency was retained.

PROCESSING OF DATA

Mechanlcal processing.--Both conventional and electronic
tabulating equipment were used in the editing, coding, and tab-
ulating of the data. In addition, a limited amount of editing
and coding was perfoxmed as a clerilcal operation,

To process the data, schedules were sent +to the central
processing offlce in Jeffersonville, Indiana, where the mamual
editing and coding were accompllshed, the FOSDIC schedules were
microfilmed, and a card was punched for each unilt enumerated on
the conventional-type schedules. In Washington, D.C,, the
markings on the microfilmof the FOSDIC schedules were converted
to signals on magnetic tape by FOSDIC (Film Optical Sensing
Device for Input to Computers). The tape was processed by an
electronic computer which did some further editing and coding
and tabulated the data, Date on the punchcards were processed
partly by conventional and partly by electronic equipment.

The procedures used for processing the results of the De-
cember 1959 survey are a combination of those used in the April
1960 Census and those used in the 1950 Census. The April 1960
Census used FOSDIC schedules and electronlc equipment, whereas
the 1950 Census used conventlonal-type schedules and conven-
tional tabuletors for most of the reporis.

Editing.--In & large statistical operation, humen and
mechanical errors occaslonally arise in one form or another,
such as failure +to obtain or record the required information,
recording information in the wrong place, misreading position

markings, and mechenical failure of the processing equipment.,
Inconsistencies and nonresponses were eliminated partly in the
memual edlt. and partly by mechanical equipment. Intensive ef-
fort was made to keep errors to a practicable minimum,

For the component-of-chenge classification, most of the
eddting was performed manually., The edit included an independ-
ent clerlesl comparison with the 1950 Census records (and with
the NHI records for units in the NHI) to verify the assigned
classification,

For characteristice of the components of change, the edit-
ing and coding, for the most part, were accomplished by mechan-
ical equipment. When information was missing, an entry was
assigned besed on related information reported for the unit or
on informstion veported for a simlilar unit, For example, Iif
tenure for an occupied unit was omitted but a remtal smount was
reported, tenure was automatically edited as "rented.” For a
few items, including condition of a unit, if the 1969 informs-
tion was not reported and if the unit was classified as “seme,®
the entry reported in 1956 {or in 1950 if not in NHI) was
assigned in 1959, Por several items, including 1980 value and
rent. for table 3, a "not reported® category was retained.

ACCURACY OF DATA

As 1n any survey, the results are subject to sampling var-
ilability, errors in the field work, and errors that occur In
procesging and tebulating, Aslde from variation due to sam-
pling (see *Sampling variability®), such errors also occur in a
complete enumeration.

There are several possible sources of errovs. Some enu-
merators may have missed occasional dwelling units din their
segments or they may have misread the =egment boundaries from

the maps., They may not have asked +the questions in the pre-
scribed fashion, resulting in lack of wuniformity in the sta-
tistics. The initial training and field review early in the

enumeratlon corrected some of the errors arising from misunder-
standings by the enumerator.

The data also are limited by the extent of the respond-
ent's knowledge and his willingness to report accurately, For
some units, Iinformation could not be obtalned because of the
temporary absence of the occupants and it was necessary to in-
terview a neighbor or other informed respondent.

Editing and coding in the processing operations are sub-
ject to some inaccuracies. For units which were in the NHI
survey, the 1959 enumerator reported the status of each unit in
relation to its status at the time of the NHI, The classifica-
tion of the component of chenge for the entire 1950 to 19569
period is subject to inaccuracies of the NHI enumerator as well
88 the 1959 enumerator.

Figures from the 100-percent tabulations of the 1950 and
1960 Censuses were used to obtain factors for the final estl-
mates of some of the components (see "Estimation procedure"),
The estimation procedure tended to improve +the sampling varia-
bility of the estimates and, in some cases, 10 reduce biases
resulting from underenumeration or overenumeration of dwelling
units as well as noninterviews, The census figures also are
subject to some small degree of error, as was revealed in the
Post-Enumeration Burvey of the 1950 Census.

Careful efforts were made at each step to reduce the ef-
fects of errors, However, 1t is unlikely that the controls
were able to eliminate the effects of all of them.

SAMPLE DESIGN AND SAMPLING VARIABILITY

SAMPLE DESIGN

The sample used for the survey consisted of dwelling units
located in clusters or land ares segments representative of
various geographic areas of the United States. The sampling
materials from the 1956 NHI were used to the extent consistent
with the requirements of the December 1959 survey.

Prior to the conduct of the December 1959 survey, a "new
construction® universe was established. This universe consisted
of areas of extensive new construction since 1950 in Alaska end
Hawaii, and since 1956 in the rest of the Unlted States. Ex-
cept in Alaska and Hawaii, the universe of new construction for
the perlod 1950 to 1956 had been established and incorporated
in the 1956 NHI survey. These universes of new construction
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were treated seperately for sempling purposes  to lmprove. the
efficiency of the sample design. Typically, aboul two-fifths of
the new comstruction units (units built between 1950 and 1969)
gs estimated in the December 1959 survey were reported in seg-
ments gelected from the total universe of new construction,
1960-t0 1959; the remeining new construction units came Irom
segments not in the new construction universe.

The sample for the United States consisted of the sample
in the 9 metropolitan areag for which +the NHI survey pro-
vided separate estimates and the sample . in the balance of the
country. - The total sample consisted of approximately 22,509
segments, of which 5,900 were selected from the total 1960 to
1959 universe of mew construction, A sample of addresses outb-
aide the 22,800 segments wag included to measure certain.types
of. logses, ' .

The messures of the counts of units by components of chenge
were obtainsd from the enumeration of all units within the sam-
ple of clusters or lend area segments and the list of addresses,
i.e., the "full” sample, The 1959 characteristics of the com-
ponents were enumerated in a “subsample"™ of units within the
segments. Since a aimllar subsample had been used in the NHI,
the units in that subsample determined +the unites in the 1959
subsample.  For units -added sinece 1956 in these segments and
for &1l unite in segments not in the NHI, the subsample units
were .selected Im s predetermined manner, As the enumerator
Iisted-each unit in the segment. in the 1959 survey, he obtained
the detailed informstion. on cheracteristics for the subsample
cases, . For the 1950 cheracteristics of the components, some
were tabulated for the full sample and others were tabulated
for .the subssmple -cases (see table I).

"BSTIMATION PROCEDURE

The method of estimation of the finsl Tigures for coumts
of the <components of change incorporated a ratio estimation
procedure for some of the components. The ratio estimates used
information available from the 1950 Census and the April 1960
Cengus based on the 100-percent enumeration. The ratio esti-
mates of the type used tend to improve the sampling variability
of the estimates where there is sufficiently high correlation
bém_wéien, sample estimates of components and sample estimates of

- the census totsls, Where there was an indication that the
correlation was inadequate, the Tinal estimates were obtained
by inflating the sample figures by the reciprocal of the proba-
bility used in the selection of the sample, Ratio estimation
procedurse were applied in each of the 9 metropoliten areas
separately to dwelling units in central cities and not in cen-
tral citles; in the balance of each of the 4 reglons, ratio
estimation procedures wers applied separately to dwelling units
in central cities of BMBA's, dwelling units in the remsinder of
BMBA's, and dwelling units outside SMSA's, ‘

One ratio estimetion procedure was used for the group/oi’
components srising out of units in existence in 1950 (i.e.,
"same" units, conversiong, mergers, demolitions, and other
losees), This ratio estimate was applied to both the 1950 and
1959 semple estimates for counts of units reported as same or
changed by converaion or mergér, and to the 1950 sample esti-
mates for countg of units logt through demolition or other
mepns,

Por estimates of new construction, a different ratio esti~
mation procedure was used, This procedure involved obtaining
degs from & second visit to the same et of segments that was
used to measure npew construction. - In this second visit to
these segments, conducted after the April enmneration of the
1960 Census, the 1960 Cengus returns wers used to determine the
total number of housing units enumerated in each segment by the
census enumerator. With this information, growth in the decade
as. shown by the 1950 and 1960 Census totals  (based on the 100-
percent enumeration) could be used to develop ratio estimates
for counts of new construction units.

For units added through other sources, the final flgures
were obtained by inflating the sample figures by the reciprocal
of the probebility used in the selection of the sample.

The above procedures produced the estlmates whlch are
besed on the full sample. TFor statistics based on the asub-
sample, additional retio estimate factors were used Tor the
cheracterigtics of each of the components of change, and these
factors made the total for each component based on the sub-
semple consigtent with the total based on the full sample,

A1) the 1959 data presented in this report and the 1950
date iri all tables except table 1 are based on & sample of
units, In table 1, the 1950 data are based on the 100-percent
enumeration, except for year structurse bullt, household compo-
sition, and presence of nonralatives, DPata on year bullt are
haged on the 20-percent sample of 1950; data on household
composition and presence of nonrelatives are based on the 20~
percent sample of all farm units, 20 percent of all nonfarm
units in metropolltan arveas, and a combination of 3 1/& percent
and 1 1/9 percent of the nonfarm units Iin nonmetropolitan
territory.

SAMPLING VARIABILITY

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they may differ
somewhat from the figures that would have been obtained 1ir a
complete census had been taken, using the same questionnalres,
instructions, and enumerators, The standard error is primarily
a measure of sampling variability. As calculated for thip re.
port, ‘the standard error does not incorporate the effect of
random errors of response, processing, or coverage, nor dote it
take Into account the effect of any systematic blases due to
these types of errors. The chances are about 2 out of 2 that
an estimate from the semple would differ Irom a complete census
by less than the standard error. The chances are sbout 19 out
of 20 that the difference would be less than twice the standard
error and 99 out of 100 that 1t would be less than 2 1/2 times
the standard error.

Semple size.~--The full sample for the United States con-
gists of approximately 180,000 dwelling units, including the
units in the 22,500 land ares segments end the list of 38,400
specific addresses for measuring losses; the subsample consists
of approximately 60,000 dwelling units, In table 1, the 1969
figures for total snd new comstruction units on the firat line
of the table are based on the full sample; the 1959 dats on
characteristics in the remainder of the table are baged on the
subsample, In teble 2, the counts by the five components of
change, shown on the Tirst line of the table, are based on the
full sample; the data on the characteristics of the components

Table I.-~-S0URCE OF TABULATIONS

Table and item Houres

Table 1, 1959 data:
Counts of all dwelling units
Characteristica,,.

serveriey

fiessrsesiiesgesaa|  Rull gample,

TS e ee it esaean,y|  StDBRMplE,
Table 1, 1950 data:
Counts of all dwelling MLEB i i ie e e
Characteristics: ’ 240 poxsent.
Year built,,,,... 20 ;
AR R R L N rERnG
Household composition, presence of nonrelatives,.,, ..:. 20,pg 1/3,.
ALl other.,.,,...,, o o Jervent.

Sreferesessscieniitiieraiesieaiaa,,) 100 percent,
Table 2, 1959 data:

Counts of all dwelling mnits... e

GBTactortation. ... vvvun.1 11| LR
Table 3, 1950 dstar
Counts of all dwelling wndts,.................. F @
Characteristics of same units.. ceisn Smulfiaﬂm{glh
Characteristics of remaining components ull :‘gmpie
Tables 4 and 5, 1950 and 1955 data,..,,...., Chieraaas sesnsveaie|  Subsemple

Tables 6 and 7, 1959 deta, ...

ettt tertsiiisieniiey, | Subsample,
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applied to the wide variety of dwelling units covered in thls
report and which could be prepared at moderate cost, & number
of approximations were required. As a result, tables IT to IV
are Lo be interpreted as providing an indication of the order
of magnitude of the standard errors rather than as the precise
standard error for any specific item.

The standard errors in table IT apply to counts of dwell-
ing units by components of change, that is, the estimates of
the number of dwelling units based on the full sample. The
standard errors in table III are to be used for the 1950 end
1959 characteristics of the components of change and for the

in the remainder of the table are based on the subsample, In
table 3, the 1950 counts by the five components of change,
shown on the first line of the table, and the data on the char-
acteristics of all the componente except "same" units are besed
on the full sample; data on the characteristics of "same" units
and the count of “same" units with 1950 records avallable are
based on the subsample, In tables 4, 5, 6, and 7, all the data
are based on the subsample., The source of the estimates in the
various tables is summarized in table I,

Standard error of numbers and percentages.--The standard

errors may be obbtained by using table I in conjunction with cheracteristics of the 1959 inventory--separately for charac-
tables IT and ITI for abgolute numbers and with 4able IV for terigtics based on the full sample and those based on the
percentages. In order to derive standard errors which could be subsample,
Teble IIa,--1959 INVENTORY-—ROUGH APPROXIMATION TO STANDARD EHRROR OF COUNTS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE
(Applicable to estimates in table A, based on full sample)
. Bame wilts
ALl dwelling unite 1950 and 1959 Unite changed by-- Units added through--
Aren Conversion Merger New construction Other sources
Stand- bimated Stand-
Fotlmated | Tapq || Pobimete avd Esti- | Stend. | Esti- | Stend- | Esti- Stand- | Esti- | Stend-
error umber error mated ard mated ard mated ard mated ard
nuamber eryor Tumber error number arror number error
P x
S + “V i 3‘8 o ALY
Unlted SLabes,......eessess| , 58,468,000] 350,000 || 40,057,000| » 90,000 | 1,582,000! 60,000 %75,000| "4D,000| 15,003,000| 330,000 1,050,000 50,000
THELAE SISA' e s errnvrrrrerennnes] 35,009,000 290,000 [ 23,251,000 07000 | 1,062,000] 50,000 | 462,000| 30,000| 9,827,000 260,000 497,000 35,000
In central cltief. vvvasereroos| 18,769,000 160,000 | 14,046,000] 60,000| " 712,000, 318,000) 25,000| 3,420,000 160,000 274,000} 25,000
Not in central cities........,,| 16,330,000| 240,000 9,205,000) 50,000 ggp,m & - 145,000 20,0007 6,408,000 210,000 223,0001 20,000
Oubalde SMBA'Bu,ssveerasriaesreas | 23,369,000) 190,000 { 16,806,000 60,000 (g 0,000 313,p00| 25000 5,176,000} 190,000 554,000 35,000
NOTEHEBEY o s vussverenennanssss | 14,694,000| 160,000 || 10,758,000) 50,000 546,000 202,000 20,000 3,031,000 150,000 158,000 ) 20,000
Inaide SMIA'8.sesesrncecesinnenes] 11,199,000] 140,000 8,252,000 40,000 417,000 142,000| 15,000 2,293,000} 130,000 96,000 15,000
Outalde SMSA'Baruieavarerirvennon 3,495,000 80,000 2,507,000| 20,000 129,000 60,000 | 10,000 738,000 | 75,000 62,000 10,000
NOrth Cenbral...esevsseeseves| 16,748,000 170,000 )| 12,185,000 50,000 460,000 266,000| 25,000] 3,540,000} 160,000 297,000 25,000
Ingide SMSA ', e ciaaniiirearnnns 9,644,000 140,000 6,637,000] 40,000 292,000 156,000 | 20,0001 2,429,000 130,000 130,000 | 15,000
Outaide TMISA'E. 0 0iuenavenrsasssan 7,104,000 90,000 5,548,000 40,000 167,000 110,000 | 15,000 ( 1,112,000| 90,000 166,000 | 20,000
BOUEN, s ¢t prneenaasnnsnsansaesl 17,482,000] 190,000 { 11,388,000| 50,000 407,000 232,000| 25,000| 5,117,000 | 190,000 338,000 | 25,000
Inside SMSA'8.euseriaisnrancarres 7,976,000 | 150,000 4,556,000] 30,000 237,000 122,000 15,000 | 2,747,000 ) 140,000 113,000 | 15,000
Outedde SMSA'8¢yrersennsronessnns 9,706,000 [ 120,000 6,831,000 40,000 170,000 110,000 15,000 [ 2,369,000 120,000 225,000 | 25,000
WEBL vy v vuennenonncsssssaarsre 9,544,000 | 160,000 5,726,000| 40,000 169,000 75,000| 15,000 3,316,000| 160,000 258,000 ] 25,000
Inside SMSA'E.0.eeruverannennsnes 6,480,000 | 140,000 3,805,000| 30,000 116,000 43,000| 10,000( 2,358,000 120,000 157,000 | 30,000
Outalde SMSAT8.evvuosrororronire 3,064,000} 80,000 1,920,000 20,000 53,000 33,000} 10,000 958,000 80,000 101,000 | 15,000
Table TIb.w-1950 INVENTORY—-ROUGH APPROXIMATION TO STANDARD FRROR OF COUNTS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE
(Applicable to estimates in bable B, based om full sewple)
Unita changed by-- Unita lost through--
Converaion Merger Demolition Other means
Aren
Estimated Standard Eatimated Standard Estimated Standard Estimated Standard
nunmber error nunber _sxzor number error number error
Undbod SEabtes..oveesserervessan (-’ 775,000 {¥ . 40,000 1,590,000% 60,000 1,933,000 70,000 1,783,000 60,000
Inside SMIA'E..0veevesnnse 52, 000 35,000 961,000 45,000 1,010,000 50,000 676,000 40,000
In central oitles,..... :wﬂooo 301000 666,000 40,000 758,000 40,000 373,000 30,000
Not in central cities, -2 195,000 20,000 295,000 25,000 252,000 25,000 303,000 25,000
QUEELAE SMSA@srrns errnsnnensesssnenresans| © 254,000 25,000 630,000 35,000 923,000 45,000 1,107,000 50,000
NOLENEABY , 4 e everacsnnersrssserraseas 280,000 25,000 430,000 30,000 309,000 25,000 274,000 25,000
Tnsdde SUA'G.11esnssrerersrrireressirrees 214,000 20,000 308,000 25,000 271,000 25,000 171,000 20,000
Outide SMIA'Bassasnverrsssnnseerssrvarnon 66,000 10,000 122,000 15,000 37,000 9,000 103,000 15,000
North Central... 219,000 20,000 532,000 35,000 443,000 30,000 366,000 30,000
Tnodde SMIA' 8. enness 137,000 15,000 315,000 25,000 277,000 25,000 1433000 20,000
Outside SMSA'S.1eeoarnvsnsssnesrenssssaacs 82,000 15,000 216,000 20,000 166,000 20,000 223,000 20,000
SOUEH s v eesenusens 194,000 20,000 482,000 30,000 868,000 45,000 722,000 40,000
Tnaide SMSA's et reaseranees . 110,000 15,000 253,000 25,000 291,000 25,000 172,000 20,000
Outialde SUBAIE.1rnsunerssnserssnnsensniets 84,000 15,000 229,000 25,000 574,000 35,000 550,000 35,000
Weat.....................u.. e LREN 821000 15J000 M6JOQD 20}000 3‘12!000 25)000 1’201000 301000
Inside SM8A's,. . 60,000 15,000 84,000 15,000 171,000 20,000 150,000 20,000
Outaide SHEA'Ersesssarsrsnsssrssssssanares 22,000 5,000 62,000 10,000 142,000 20,000 230,000 25,000
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Table ITc.--NET CHANGE, 1950 TO 195

Components of Inventory Change

(Appliceble to estimstes in table C, paged on full sample)

9—ROUGH APPROXIMATION TO STANDARD ERROR OF COUNTS OF COMPONENTS OF GHANGE

Lout through
Added through X -
Total Total added onveraian Totel lost erger
Ares i Standard Estimated Standard | Estimated Standurd
Estimated Standard | Estimeted - 3 :
E:mﬁw SZrB:!rEc‘u-ard xanlmber error number erron number error runber Lop ey
15,000 45,000
UDLE68 SEEDEE.sassssvareseserarses] 12,331,000 | 350,000°|| 16,861,000 | 350,000 | 807,000 45,000 | 4,530,000 | 100,000 , .00
o 50,000 | 541,000 35,000 | 2,184,000 70,000 | 498,000 5,000
B nt oitios. el BELO0 | 20,000 || 10,0000 | 160,000 | 65,000 | 20,000 | 1,479,000 | 70,000 | 348,000 30,000
ey : ’ 805, y . 705,000 40,000 | 150,000 20,000
6,100,000 | 240,000 6,805,000 | 220,000 | 175,000 20,000 ’ ’ 1y ( 0
ey AEER el Sles0j000 | 190,000 || 5,996,000 | 210,000 | 266,000 | 25,000 | 2,347,000 90,000 | 317,000 250000
25,000 811,000 45,000 { 228,000 25,000
Nwthaaf’b.,..,.,...,..,....._....... flg!ég,% ﬁg:% g.v;fgg'% ii’g:ggg ggz:%g 20:000 6081000 35:000 16, 000 ,g(\:(x){)
hmi Blﬂ‘l etssARsedtEraesranien 2] £ ” N
Odratas BMBAVHL oL *660,000 | 80,000 863,000 | 80,000 | 64,000 | 10,000 203,000 | 20,000 | 6,000 10,000
5,000 | 1,076,000 50,000 | 266,000
HOPED CENEIALes.vesssereernneenseass| 3,002,000 | 170,000 4,078,000 | 170,000 | 241,000 25, 4076, O
Instde SMBA'Berusrersssseerennnse 2,1%,000 | 140,000 2,714,000 | 140,000 | 155,000 20,000 580,000 gg,&og ig{(},tm
Dubalde SMBATE, 1.y uereerenrresnnrrneiens 268,000 90,000 1,364,000 | 100,000 85,000 15,000 496,000 , (XN
0,000 55,000 | 250,000 25,000
BOUEN, 4 vensnrrenenserserneernnenenss| 3,828,000 | 190,000 5,668,000 | 200,000 | 224,000 20,000 | 1,80, , 50,00 5,0
sl KA A merneeeeeee e ereees] 2,394,000 | 150,000 2,987,000 | 150,000 | 127,000 15,000 594,000 35,000 | 141,000 12,000
OELELA8 SMBA S.vnsnseererneanssrenearses| 1,435,000 | 120,000 2,681,000 | 140,000 7,000 15,000 | 1,246,000 50,000 | 119,000 14,000
2,857,000 | 160,000 3,661,000 | 160,000 87,000 15,000 803,000 40,000 71,000 15,600
2170,000 | 140,000 || 2,572,000 | 140,000 | 56,000 | 10,000 402,000 0,000 | 42,00 10,000
688,000 80,000 1,089,000 90,000 31,000 10,000 401,000 30,000 2,000 10,000

In detail teble 1,
are subject to sampling varisbility.
différence Between a flgure based onthe 100-percent enumeration

in 1950 and a figure based on the 1959 sample

the standard erroiof the 1959 estimate,
For "same” units in tables 4 and 5, change in an item from
1960 to 1959 is also subject +to sampling varilability.

proximation of the standard error of the change

Table I11,~-ROUGH APPROXTMATION TO STANDARD ERROR OF GHARACTERISTICS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE FOR ESTIMATES BASED ON FULL SAMPLE AND ON SURSAMI'LE

differences between 1950 and 1959 data
The standard error of the

is identical to

An ap-

obtained by

mates based on subsample).

using the sample date for both years
ering the change as an estimate and obtalning
error of an estimate of this size from table III.
if the number of owner-occupied units
20,182,000 in 1950 and as 19,467,000 in 1959,
error of the 715,000 change is read from table III (for esti-

s shown

the
For oxnmple,
intable 4 s
Lhe standard

can be derived by consld-

stumniard

Standard exrer if size of estimate is—

Area
10,000 25,000 100,000 500,000 | 1,000,000 | 1,500,000 | 5,000,000 | 10,000,000 | 24,000,000 1 %3,000,000
FULL SAMPLE
UR{ted SERLEB. o vvvareeensserenerssenns . 20,000 | 40,000 | 50,000 80,000 120,000
TRBIEE SHEATE, ,r,v0nveererssnrsrrinse s 20,000 | 40,000 | 50,000 80,000 . .
In cantral cition, ..uueemersiierenrerins 10,000 20,000 40,000 50,000 20,000 .
Hot in central citiea, ...l i11uirieniroes. wo | 10,000 | 20,000 | 40,000 | 50,000
UEELE SEA 8. vvvvsveeersereneesernon o e o | 00000 | 4ola00 | 50,000 80,000 o . o
BOEL0H. s verneerrrrseinssereennsennes 5,000 [ 10,000 20,000 | 40,000 50,000 80,000
Lusdde SISAT5....0. 00 ool 5000 [ 10,000 | 20,000 | 40,000 | 50,000 . oL
BLAC BHEA B 1111 veueressrnnssrresonsrmns 5,000 | 10,000 | 20,000 | 40,000 | 50,000
SUBSAMPLE ‘/"
i3 SERLEErrrrvrasenirernnnss
Inatde SNBA's._,.EE. ceves ves 20,000 45,000 60,000 100,000 140,000 180,000 290,000 A00, OO0
slde BEAIS, ool Ll 20,000 | 45,000 60,000 | 100,000 130,000 160,000
In omtral sitlen. oo cuieieniins i 10,000 { 20,000 | 45,000 60,000 90,000 | 120,000
ot I cntral rrverninernvans 10,000 20,000 45,000 60,000 90,000 120,000 o
BHBA 80101 earerersrnnrennnnnns 20,000 | 45,000 | 60,000 | 100,00 | 130,000 160,000 . .
T S 5000 | 10,000 20,000
1 " et et ar, \ s , 45,000 | 60,000 90,000 1
mesgﬁvg;;......m. 5,000 10,000 20,000 45,000 50,000 90,000 138’8008
5,000 | 10,000 20,000 | 45,000 60,000 90,000 90,000

Teble IV,--ROUGH APPROXIMATION TO STANDARD ERROR OF PERCENTAGES OF CHARACTERISTICS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

Estimated peroeriage Base of percentage
50,000 | 100,000 "
S , 220,000 | 300,000 | 750,000 | 1,000,000 | 2,500,000 | 5,000,000 | 10,000,000 | 25,000,000 | on.corons
2 or 98
3,0 2.1 L4 1.0
2 o0 28 . . . 0.8 0.7 0
4.8 . 0 o2 3
g et I8 NN S 1 I 2 B 71 B 4 B
9,4 6.6 . ; : : S e . 5
3 . . 42 3.0 24 21 R o o
10,8 : : 3 0.9 :
. 7.7 48 3.4 2.8 2.4 15 11 o o o
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The reliability of an estimated percentage depends on both
the size of the percentage and the size of the total on which
the percentage is based. Table IV contains approximations of
such standard errors. This table may be applied to percentage
distributions of characteristics besed on the subsample, Stand-
ard errors of percentages for counts and characteristics based

on the full sample wmay be obtained by multiplying the factor

0.85 by the figure obtained from table IV.

Stendard error of medians,.--The sampling variability of
the medians presented in certalin tables (median number of per-
sons, number of rooms, value of property, contract rent, and
gross rent) depends on the slze of the base and on the distri-
bution on which the median is based. An approximate method for
measuring the reliability of an estimated median is to deter-
mine an interval about the estimated medien, such that there is
a stated degree of confidence that the true median lies within
the interval. As the first step in estimating the upper and
lower limits of the interval about the median (that is, the

confidence limits), compute one-half the number reporting (de-
signated N/2) the characteristic on which the median is based,
By the method described above for determining the standard
error of an estimated number, compute the standard error of N/2,
Subtract this standard error from N/2. Cumulate the frequen-
cies (in the table on which the median is based) up to the in-
terval containing the difference between N/2 and its standard
error, and by linear interpolation obtain a value corresponding
to this number. In a similar manner, add the standard error to
N/2, cumulate the frequencies in the table, and obtain a value
corresponding to the sum of N/2 and its standard error. The
chances are about 2 out of 3 that the median would lie between
these two values. The range for 19 chances out of 20 and for
99 in 100 can be computed in a similar menner by multiplying
the standard error by the appropriate factors before subtract-
ing from and adding to one-half the number reporting the
characteristic, Interpolation +to obtain +the values corre-
sponding 40 these numbers gives the confidence limits for the
median,



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

As of December 1959, there were an estimated 58,468,000
dwelling units* in the housing jrventory in the United states.
Approximately 32,966,000 of these units were occupied Dy their
owners, 19,990,000 were occupled by renters, and the remain-
ing 5,513,000 congisted of all types of vacant units (see
table 1), In terms of medians, Owner households averaged
3,1 persons and the pize of tneir units averagsd H.4 Tooms;
for Tenter housencids, the medlons were 2.7 pergong and 4.0
yooms. Approximately 15 percent of the ovmer occupants had
moved into their units In the preceding two years (1958 and
1969) while the corresponding Tizure for renter occupants was
44 percent.

Comparigon with 1900 dlurloses & net gain of 12,331,000
dwelling units, or 27 percent over the 1950 inventory.,  Owner-
occupled units lucreased  from 55 percent of the oceupled
inventory in 1950 to 62 percent 1in 1959. In the 1950's, the
proportion of units "not dilapidated, with all plumbing facill-
ties" rome fram 67 percent to 80 percent, The median size of
wnits in 1950 war 4.6 rocms compared with 4.9 Tooms in 1959.

Table A,—SOURCE OF THE 1959 HOUSING INVENTQRY

(Based on sample)

The median gross rent for renter-occupied units increased dur
ing the decade from $43 to §69, and the medign value of owner.
pecupied propertles rose from $7,400 to 412,200,

Additional date on characteristics of the 1959 inventory
and chenges since 1950, which are heipful in the analysis of
developments during the decade, are presented in tables 1 to 7.
The counts and characteristics by components of change Are sum«
marized in tables A to D,  The Tigures in these tables have
peen rounded to the nearest thousand; hence, the detail may not
add to the totals.

Basic measures of change.--Table A, which deseribes the
source of the 1959 inventory, shows that approximately 40,067,000
or 69 percent of the dwelling units in the United Slates in
December 1959 consisted of “seme" unlts, that is, unite which
existed in 1950 and which were reported as essentially unchanged
in 1959, The remaining 3l parcent represented newly bullt
units, those resulting from conversion or merger, and those
added through other sources.

Units changed by— Units added through— Percent distribution
Unite changed Und by ndded
ALy Sene ML || Geme Uy threughee
iren dwelling units, dwell- || unite
- units, 1950 and Conver— Merger New Other ing 1950
1958 1959 £ion & canstruction sources units and Con- gg:w OLber
) " 4 . 2
1959 1959 vi; Merger stiue- | souraes
8 1ion
(nited St8tes..........| 58,468,000 [| 40,057,000 | 1,582,000 775,000 | 15,003,000 | 1,050,000 | 1000 || 685 [ 27 | 1.3 s 1.4
Inglde SMA'E, ..\ evenenees oo | 35,009,000 || 23,257,00C | 1,062,000 462,000 9,827,000 297,000 | 100.0 || 66.3 | 3.0 | 1.3 | 20 Lo
In contral SLEACH. .eerseres | 16,766,000 || 14,046,000 712,000 318,000 2,420,000 o000 | 20000 0| s | 8 L wal s 15
Yot in cemtral vitiee,.....| 16,330,000 9,205,000 350,000 145,000 6,408,000 223,000 | 10000 || #e.4 | 21 | o | w2 L
GUBELAE SYBATBerveranannsenes] 23,369,000 || 16,806,060 520,000 313,000 5,176,000 555,000 | 100.0 || 7.9 (:53) 1Al omne EX)
e NOrthemst, .. eesyersss 14,694,000 | 10,758,000 546,000 202,000 3,031,000 158,000 | 100,0 ‘ sl
revereres ! ,081, . 7.2 | A7 | 14 ] e !
Inglde SIBAS, ... o] 11,199,000 B, 252,000 417,000 142,000 2,293,000 96,000 | 1o || 7w | aw | wsl . § 0,8
trlde SMBALS,1nnsenes el 33495,000 2,507,000 129,000 60,000 738,000 62,000 | 1000 || 7| 3w | w7 | aa 1.8
# North Cantral 16,748,000 12,185,000 4
‘ ,748, ,185, 60,000 266,000 3,540,000 27,000 | 100,01 ve.s | 27 | 6| ;i 1.8
Luskde SUEATE, 2 ovooeecsees 9,644,000 6,637,000 292,000 156,500 2,429,000 10,000 | 1000 || 8.8 | 30| L6 a2 1
tadde S4B 8,1 veuinrarenns | 74104,000 5, 548,000 167,000 110,000 1,112,000 166,000 | 10000 || 781 | R4 | 6| 1ue 2.4
> . EX
¥ Bouth, ,eveinerrnens veeenr| 17,482,000 || 11,388,000 407,000 232,000 5,117,000
, X \ 338,000 | 1000 || es.2 | 23 . 2,1 9
m@sm?;.,.... ....... | LS00 4 556,000 237,000 122,000 2,747,000 13000 | 1000 || e | 3.0 i ?, 5.1 e
p MEAT 8y vn s vevanianes ,706,000 6,831,000 170,000 110,000 2,369,000 205,000 | 10000 | 7004 | L8 | 11| M4 2.3
WoBby s\ ssnsnnsnernnnanns| 9,544,000 5
Tnatae skin Tl o 3’,2321388 }gg;ggg Z;,% g,ggg,ggg igg,ggg Jigg.g ggo 1.8 0.8 ¥, 29
o 1 ’ . 0 ) . 3 oty
Ouwtalde SMBA'a, .0 100veennres | 3,064,000 1,920,000 53,000 33,000 "958,000 1,000 | 1000 P i'k; Yo i3

The proportlion of *same" units veried smong the geographic
subdivieions of the Nation., Inside standard metropolitan sta-
tistical areas (SMSA's), sbout 66 percent of the 1959 inventory
were "ssme® units; in comparison, 72 percent of the units out-
side S8A's were "same.” Of the units existiug in 1959 in the
"suburban" portlone uf the metropoliten areas, that is, within
SM3A's but outside the central cities, approximstely 56 percent
were classified as *same," compared with 76 percent of the in-
ventory inside the central cities.

With respect to the. regions, the proportion of *same"
unite for both the Northeast and North Central Regions was

' Based on a sample, The number of "housing units" based on the
100-percent count in the April emumeration of the 1960 Census of
Bousing 1s 58,326,357; for comparability between housing unit and

dwelling unit, see sectio "
y ns above on "Dwelling unit" "
variability," 5 and ToempLing
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about the same--7% percent; for the South, this flgure was 65
percent. The smallest proportion, 60 percent, was reported for
the West,

"New construction” during the period 1950-1969 repre-
sented the largest source of housing added since 1950, Approx-
imately 15,003,000 units, amounting to one-fourth of the 1909
inventory, were built during the decade and were still in
existence in 1959. This represents an annual average of 1 1/2
million newly constructed dwelling units over the 9 4/4-year
period.

The impact of "new conmstruction" on the housing inventory
va?ied among the geographlic subdivisions of the Nation, New
units accounted for 28 percent of the 1959 inventory inslde
standard metropoliten statistical areas and 22 percent of the
totel outeide these areas, In the ‘“suburban" portions of the
metropolitan areas, newly constructed housing accounted for
two-Tifths of the 1959 iuventory, compared with approximately
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one-fifth of the inventory in central cities. In absolute
terms, the total volume of new residential construction outside
the central cities of SMSA's was about +twice that inside the
central cities--6,408,000 units compared with 3,420,000,
Dwelling unite constructed during the 1950's constituted
approximately 35 percent of the 1959 inventory in the West, 29
percent in the South, and 21 percent in the Northeast and North
Central Regions, In absolute numbers, +the largest volume of
"new construction" occurred in the South, where 5 million newly
constructed unite were added during the 1960-1959 period.
About 1,050,000 dwelling units, or 1.8 percent of the 1959
inventory in the United States, were added through "other
sources" such as units added from nonresidential space, rooming
houses, or transient accommodations, or units moved to site,
Roughly 500,000 of the 1,050,000 units added through "other
sources" were reported as units moved to site. For the Unlted
gtates, units moved to site do not necessarily result in net
additions to the inventory since they presumably represent units
lost in the locatlons from which they were moved. With respect
to the geographic subdivisions, however, units moved to and from
site may result d1n net changes 1f the units involved in these
moves were originally located in different geographic areas.
Units added through "other sources" constituted 2.4 per-
cent of the 1959 inventory outside standard metropolitan sta-
tistical areas and 1.4 percent inglde these areas., Among
regions, additions from "other sources" ranged from 1.1 percent
in the Northeast to 2.7 percent in the Weset.
The Componentes of Change survey permits analysis of the
effect of conversions and mergers on the housing supply.

Conversion refers to the creation of twe
units from fewer units

or more dwelling
through structural alteration or change
in use. There were 1,582,000 converted units in the United
States in 1959 (teble A) which had been produced Dby dlviding
775,000 units that existed in 1950 (table B), On the average,
two units were created from one. On the other hand, merger re-
fers 10 the combining of two or more dwelling units into fewer
units through structural alteration or change in use, Merged
units in 1959 amounted to about 775,000 units (table A). These
were produced by comblning an estimated 1,590,000 units that
existed in 1950 (table B). Roughly one unit emerged from every
two, Units involved in conversions and mergers represented
4 percent of the 1999 inventory, Differences between the re-
gpective 1950 and 1959 figures represent net changes through
conversion and merger (table C).

Losses through mergers were largely offset by gains through
conversions. Approximately 815,000 units were lost from the
total inventory as a result of merger and 507,000 were created
as & result of conversion (see table ¢). The pattern was
roughly the same for the four regions and inside and outside
SMSA's. The natlonal averages of two units created from one
through conversion, and one unit emerging from two through
merger, also held conslstently for geographic subdivisions.

Table B, which describes the disposition of the 1950 in-
ventory, shows that the 40,057,000 '"same' units constituted
about 87 percent of the 1950 inventory. Thus, only 13 percent
of the Nation's 1950 dwelling units were reported as demolished,
lost through other means, converted, or merged by December
1959,

Table B,~-DISPOSITION OF THE 1950 HOUSING INVENTORY

(Based on gample)

Unita changed by—— Unitas lost through—- Percent distribution
dwﬁﬁmg Ui:‘,:}‘g, Jthy geme | Units changed Unite lost
Aren units, 1950 and Conver- Werger Demoli- Other dueb- undte, - throug--
1950 1959 sion tdon means unita, and Conver— Merger Demoli~ | Other
950 || 1959 sion ¢ tion | means
B T
United States.....ese.. 46,137,000 40,057,000 775,000 1,590,000 1,933,000 1,783,000 100.0 g8 1 {17 ] 3.4 4,2 3.9
Ingide SMBA'S...vvsveveassens | 26,418,000 23,251,000 521,000 961,000 1,010,000 676,000 100.0 88,0 20 3,6 3,8 2,6
In central oitles,, . veuves| 16,188,000 14,046,000 347,000 666,000 758,000 373,000 100.0 86.8 2,1 4,1 4.7 2.3
Not in central oities......| 10,230,000 9,205,000 175,000 295,000 252,000 303,000 00,0 90,0 1.7 2.9 2,4 3.0
Outelde SMSA'S. i vvereraneess | 19,719,000 16,806,000 254,000 630,000 923,000 1,107,000 100,0 85,2 1,3 3,2 47 5.6
Northeast,,,,vvvevsaeaaea| 12,051,000 10,758,000 280,000 430,000 309,000 274,000 100,0 89,3 2.3 3.6 2,5 2.3
Ingide SMBA'S...4v.uus Craeees 9,216,000 8,252,000 214,000 308,000 271,000 171,000 100,0 89,5 2.3 3,3 3.0 1.9
Outside SMSA'S...vivviruannns 2,835,000 2,507,000 66,000 122,000 37,000 103,000 100,0 88.4 2,3 4.3 1.3 3.7
Nolrth Central, ., veusoss .| 13,746,000 12,185,000 219,000 532,000 443,000 366,000 100.0 88,6 1,6 3,9 3,2 2.7
Inside SM3A'E...... . 7,510,000 6,637,000 137,000 315,000 277,000 143,000 100,0 88,4 1.8 42 3, 1.9
Outside SMBA B pesernenresses 6, 236,000 5, 548,000 82,000 216,000 166,000 223,000 100,0 89,0 1,3 3.5 2.6 3.6
SoUth.sssarsssraveseeones | 13,654,000 11,388,000 194,000 482,000 868,000 722,000 100,0 83,4 1.4 3,5 6.4 5,3
Inside SMSA's.,,. 5,382,000 4,556,000 110,000 253,000 291,000 172,000 100,0 8.7 2.0 4,7 5.4 3.2
Outeide SMSA'E.,... 8,271,000 6,831,000 84,000 229,000 578,000 550,000 100,0 82,6 1.0 2,8 7.0 6.6
WeBt, . vuys ensenaene 6,686,000 5,726,000 82,000 146,000 312,000 420,000 100.0 85,6 1,2 2.2 4.7 6.3
Inside SMBA'B,,,u0vuues 4,310,000 3,805,000 60,000 84,000 171,000 190,000 100,0 88,3 L4 2,0 3.9 4,4
Outside SMSA'S.iverervrrrnnnne 2,377,000 1,920,000 22,900 62,000 142,000 230,000 100,0 80.8 0.9 2,6 6.0 9.7
Losses through “"demolition" amounted to approximaetely inventory. Approximately three-fifths of the losses through
1,933,000 unite, or 4 percent of the 1950 inventory, Demoll- "other means" were in nonmetropolitan territory. (For the
tions occurred more frequently inthe South and West than in the effect on net change of units moved to and from site, see dis-

Northeast and North Central Reglons.
in the Nation that were demolished, nearly one-half (46 percent)

were in the South,

Within the central citles
about b6 percent of the units
The proportion

statistical areas,
1950 were demolished,

"suburban" portions of the SMSA's

the 1950 inventory.

flood,

uses, rooming houges,

*other means"

of the

Of the 1.9 million units

standard metropolitan
exlsting in
of demolitions in the
was around 2 1/2 percent of
In the nommetropoliten sreas, demolitions
accounted for & percent of the 1950 inventory.

Units lost through
unfit for humen habitation,
or transient accomuodations,
from site) emounted to 1,783,000 units or 4 percent of the 1950

(destroyed by fire or
changed to nonresidential
or moved

cussion of table A with respect to units

sources.")

Net change.--The figures
in the housing inventory,
New construction,
about 16,861,000 dwelling units

changes
and B.

United States,
year over the 1950 inventory.

about 1 pesrecent a year.
added to the inventory during the 1950's,

Thus,

added through "other

in table ¢ which summarize net
are derived from tables A

conversion,

and other sources added
to the 1950 inventory in the
or an average rate of gain of about 4 percent a

on the other hand, demolitions,
mergers, and other losses removed approximately 4,630,000 dwell-
ing units from the 1950 inventory, or an average rate of loss of

for every four units that were

slightly more than
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Components of Inventory Change

Table C.—-NET CHANGES IN THE HOUSING INVENIORY, 1950 TO 1959

(Based on sample)

ling unit, Net, change
AlL dwel’ 8
gt thraoughes
Total Units added through—- Units log 8
Ares December April  — Other Total Dermali- Uither
Conver-| New con- Merger y
1959 1950 Number §$ Egg';% sion | struetion | sources lost ton HmeRNE
1,050,000| 4,530,000] 815,000| 1,933,000] 1,783,000
Ui ted SHELEB. ... 0| 58,468,000 46,137,000| 12,331,000| 26.7|| 16,861,000] 807,000| 15,003,000 00,000 LIDI0L B dd LT
Inalde EMBA'S .| 3,099,000 26,418,000 861,000 2.5 10,865,000 341,000 9,827,000 47,000 2,184,000} 48,0001 L LK ;
In central ciiiss,.......c| 18,769,000 15,168,000 220001 ol el Toroc| siaoo0| 200l mos,oaal 1sojo|  asnooof  saomw
14188, 10y eees &l : 2 maiwol
e Prghicri sl oty gt igﬁigj% g:ésojooo 185l 596,000 266,000 5,176,000  554,000| 2,37,000|| 317,000|  9a3,000( 1,107,000
158,000|  ex,000| 28,0000 mo0| om0
s TR s enenns | UE4,000| 32,05,000) 2,040,001 20 31kea 00| 20000 S| seiooo| eoso0 166,000|  z7Lioeo 11,000
. ’ 7,000 43,00
ori i A %i},ggj% gigaaiooo "660,000 | 23.3 "863,000] 64,000] 738,000  62,000|  203,000( 62,000 o, 3,000
3,50,000]  297,000| 1,076,000(| 266,000  &an,000 366,000
s | s seon| ol asl smod mon gzoml mes vz sl e o
Freurlyi ot . gjgﬁimo 6,236,000 8e6,000| 13.9 1,264,000 85,000| 1,112,000{ 166,000 496,000 106,000} 166,00 200, 00X
668,000 214,000 5,117,000  338,000| 1,840,000/l 250,00| 8,000 2,000
Tastan e | A aa 000 o] a8 gbgg:ggo 1or.000| z77000| Tise00| soa,co0f 13,000 w1000 £, oo
: . i o
Draiae GhBAa LT omoe,000| slz,o00| Liessiooo| 17,3  2.es,oo0) 87,000 2,369,000|  225,000| 1,246,000|| 119,000| 7,001 5e0,00
6,000 =ss,000| dos,000f me0|  mamoon|  am,omn
s siessnssens | 934001 Ge6,000| 28,00 427 sest,om| 87,000 se0| 00| 83000 O] M| 0o
Inside BMBA'S, . r.nsiiensena]  6,480,000| 4,310,000 | 2,170,000 | 50.3[ 2,572,000 36, "ad. : 2,000 142,000 L0000
Ouataide SMEATE, 1vvervineeens| 3,064,000 2,377,000 |  ege,000| 28.9{ 1,089,000 31,000] 958,000 101,000| 401,000 y oo |

oneg wit of the existing supply was removed. The resulting net
increase of 12,331,000 units 1n the Nation represents an aver-
age annual gain of approximately 1 1/4 million units over the
period of 9 3/4 years.

The net increase of 12.3 million unitsisabout 1 1/2 times
the gain of 8.7 million units between 1940 and 1950. The rela-
tive increase for the 1950-1959 period was 27 percent compared
with the 23 percent increase for the 1940-1950 decade,

Growth for the 1950-1959 period was much greater inside
than outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. Inside
BMBA's, there was a net Increase of 33 percent over the 1950
housing inventory compared with 19 percent outside SMSA's.
Within S8MSA's, there was a wide difference between the net in-
crease outglde and inside the central cities. Outside +the
central cities the net percentage increase since 1950 was ap-
proximately four times the increese in central cities--60 per-
cent and 16 percent, respectively.

Growth in the West was relatively more rapid than that of
the other regions; the percentage increase in the West since
1950 wag about twice that of the Northeast and North Central
Reglong and one and one-half times that of the South. In terms
of absolute numbers, however, growth was greatest in the South,

Characterigtics of units created or removed,--Marked dif-
ferences exist between the characteristics of "new construction”
unite and those removed fromthe inventory through "demolition,"
Typicelly, newly constructed units tended to be of better qual-
ity then units which were demolished. Approximately nine-tenths
of the new units in the United States were not dilepidated and
had 21l plumbing facilities (hot water, oprivate toilet and
bath), and the median size was 4.9 rooms. 0f the occupied new
units, only one out of four wes occupied by renters in 1959 and
the median groes rent was $89. The median value for the new
owner-occupled properties was $15,300, In contrast, "demoli-
tion" tended to remove 1less desirable and poorer quality hous-
ing, Because of the relatively smsll rumbers involved, however,
the overall effect of demolitions on the cheracteristics of the
housing supply is limited. In terms of their characteristics
in 1950, only three-tenths were not dilapidated and had all
plumbing facilities, and the median size was 3.6 rooms. The
bulk of the occupied wnits (about three out of four) had been
occupled by renters in 1950, and the gross rent at that time
weg $33. The median value of owner-occupled units in 1950 was
in the less than $5,000 class interval,

Comparison of the characteristics of newly constructed
units with those existing in the inventory as "same" 4indicates
that new units tended to be higher in remts and values than
"same" units.  New unitg were also more frequently owner

occupied and contained larger households.,  For the noewly cone
structed units in the United States, the gross rent nnd vulue
medians were $89 and $15,300 respectively; the correspouding
medians for "same" units were $67 and $10,400,  The homeowner.
ship rate among new units was 76 percent, whlle the rate nmong
"same® units was 59 percent, In terms of medinng, lhouscholds
averaged 3.5 persons in new units and 2.8 persoms In "nume®
units.

With respect to the cheracteristice of "new construction®
units inside and outside the standard metropolitun statistical
areas, rents and values of new units were hipgher Incide than
outside these areas. The median gross rent of newly construeted
renter-occupied housing was $95 inside SMBA's, compnred with
$71 outside SMSA's; the corresponding fipures for value of
new owner-occupied properties were $16,000 and §14,100 respoc-
tively, Virtually all of the units inside 5MSA's  were not
dilapldated and had all plumbing facilities compared with four-
fifths of the units outside these areas,

The proportion of homeownership among uew units was ubout,
the same (76 percent) inside and outside the SMah'n, T abe
solute terms, the number of owner-occupied units that were con-
structed during the 1950-1959 decade iuside the metropolitnn
areag of the Nation was twice that outside the metropol i tan
areas--6,889,000 compared with 3,351,000, respectively,  Gimi-
larly, more new rentel housing was constructed inside thun oute
side SMSA's--2,177,000 versus 1,036,000,

Within the SMSA's, the incidence
newly built units was greater outside the central elties than
inside these citles. Outside the centrul clties, elpht ont of
ten new units were owner occupled in 1959, while the comparnble
statistlc inside the citles was six out of ten, Approximntely
4,875,000 new owner-occupied units were congtructed o the
“suburban” portions of the metropolitan arens, compared with
2,013,000 inside the central clties. In contrast, new renter.
occupled housing was Tairly evenly distributed instde umd oute
side the central cities (roughly 1 million wnits Ineneh groap).
There was very little difference in the quallity of the newly
bullt housing inside or outside the central cities of SSAL G
similarly, values and rents were about the same irrespective of
location within the metropolitan areas.

Approximately 5 percent of the Nation's houscholds oceupy -
ing newly constructed units were nonwhite households in 1959
in contrast, the proportion of nonwhite households nmony all
households was 9 percent (table 1). With respect to tenure,
around one-half (47 percent) of the nonwlite households resid-
ing in new units owned their homes, whereus the
homeownership figure for total nonwhite
fifths (39 percent),

of homeownership  gnong

comparable

households  wug two-
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Table D,--SUMMARY CHARACTERISTICS OF SELECTED COMPONENTS OF CHANGE: 1959 AND 1950

(Based on sample. Median not shown where base is insufficient; see text)

1959 1950 1959 19501 1959 19501
Area and subject New D
con- emoli- New con- Demoli- N 1~ Demoli~
Same ew con- TIO.
struction tion Same struction| ~ SUNe t1on Seme | gtwuction| ~ SEMe ‘tlon Same
Total ‘ Inside SMSA'm Outside SMSA's
s
UNITED STATES
Total number of units......,.,.... 15,003,000 40,057,000/ 1,933,000 40,057,000 9,827,000 23,251,000| 1,010,000} 23,251,000 5,176,000 16,806,000 923,000} 16,806,000
Not dilﬂpidntad‘, with all faeilities,,..| 13,768,000 30,898,000 526,000| 24,697, 000 9,517,000 20,600,000 404,000 | 17,773,000 4,252, 000 10,298, OOO 122,000 6,924,000
.Percent of total..yi,iiiiiiiaina., 91, 7.1 29.6 96,8 88.6 43,2 83.7 8 1.3 14.5 48.7
With 1,01 or more persuns per room 1,522,000| 4, 00’7 ODO 462,000| 4,347, OOO 00,0001 2,204,000 220,000 | 2,248,000 622, 000 1, 803 Q00| 242,000| 2,100,000
Percent o£ ooeupled, ., . ..., 11,3 1.0 30.1 12,8 9,9 10,0 25,5 1.0 14.2 12 5 36,1 15,7
Owner oceuUPAed. s uuuernyurrnarrerny 10, 240,000 21,430,000 363,000 | 20,182,000 6,889,000| 12,060,000| 166,000| 11,298,000| 3,351,000 9,370,000| 197,000] 8,883,000
Megizﬁ?m of aceupled, .., oiiiiviiiniin. 76.1 38,7 23,7 59,5 76.0 54,7 19,3 55.1 76,4 64,9 29.4 66,3
Number Of TOOMB. .\ vevsvivarrerarnaries 4.9 4.9 3.6 491 ' 5.0 4.9 3.7 4.8 4.7 5.0 3.5 5.0
Numbex of peraons, ., . 3,5 2.8 3.0 3.1 ' 3.5 2.7 3.0 3.0 3.5 2.9 3.1 3,2
Value,y.uiusnennss . $15,300 $10,400 $5,000- $7,600 $16,000 $12,100 $7,200 $8,900 $13,100 $7,300| $5,000~ $5,600
Gross rent, .. iivie. $89 $67 $33 $48 395 371 |, §35 $50 371 $53 $29 $41
Contrach Pent,ssseeiveneneeernninerin. $78 354 $27 $39 $86 $59 328 $41 $57 $40- $23 $31
NORTHEAST
Total number of unit,,viiyeeyes,s 3,031,000 10,758,000 309,000| 10,758,000 =2,293,000( 8,252,000 271,000 | 8,252,000 738,000} 2,507,000 37,000} 2,507,000
Not dilapidated, with all fecilities....| 2,886,000| 9,416,000 122,000 8,120,000\ 2,239,000| 7,451,000| 111,000| 6,587,000| e47,000 1,965,0000 11,000 1,533,000
Percent of total. teseriraiteseaany 95,2 87,5 4L.51 , 83,3 97.6 90,2 42.2 8 3 87.7 78,4 35,4 72,
With 1,01 or more perﬂonﬂ per room,, 02,000 791,000 42,000 940,000 160,000 632,000 35,000 806,000 43,000 158,000 7,000 135,000
Percent of oceupled...i.uiiiiniarrann, T4 7.9 16,1 10,0 7.4 8.0 15,2 10,9 7.5 7.6 23,9 6.9
Owner oceuplied, .vvviesriinaranes e 2,139,000 5,293,000 35,Q00| 4,852,000{ 1,642,000| 3,806,000 26,000 3,491,000 498,000 1,487,000 10,000( 1,360,000
" lgircent of ocoupied, iiiiiiiriiiiiiins %8.6 53.0 13.6 51.8 76,1 48.2 1.0 7.1 88.0 71,1 34,3 .7
ledian?
Number of rooms....,, Cevevens 5.1 5.2 3.8 5.2 5.1 5.0 3.8 5.0 5.0 5.7 4.1 5.8
Number of persons, . 3.6 2.8 2,9 3.2 3.7 2.8 2.8 3.1 3.4 3.0 3.1 3,2
Value,,........ es . $16, 600 $11,900 s $8,800 $16,700 $12,400 “er $9,300 $16,500 $10, 600 e $7,500
Gross rent,,, ..., Ciierarisae . $103 $69 $35 $49 $106 $70 $35 $50 $84 $65 e $44
Contract rent...oveviivsanirarinnninan $95 $56 $28 $38 $99 $58 $28 $40 $72 $47 I $31
NORTH CENTRAL
Totel nunber of units...........,.| 3,540,000 12,185,000 443,000| 12,185,000( 2,429,000| 6,637,000| 277,000| 6,637,000| 1,112,000| s5,548,000| 186,000| 3,544,000
Not dilapidated, with all faeilities,... 3,294,000 9,421,000 126,000| 7,257,000) 2,367,000| 5,846,000 92,000 4,931,000 927,000f 3,575, 000 34,000( 2,326,000
Percent of total,.,...vpuverisn, . . 7.3 29,6 65,4 97.5 88,1 34.2 80.8 83,4 64,4 21.8 .
With 1,01 or more persons per room . 381,000 951,000 104,0001 1,075,000 262,000 573,000 75,000 603,000 119,000 378,000 29,000 472,000
Percent of ocoupled....... Seeeesiiseas 11.8 8.5 27.7 10,0 11,6 9.1 28,9 10,1 12.4 7.8 25,2 10.0
Owner ocoupled,  vv.svrserse . 2,783,000 7,227,000 98,000{ 6,859,000| 1,948,000{ 3,862,000 57,000| 3,542,000 835,000 3,365,000 41,000 3,278,000
Percent of oceupled. ., v.uiiiiiiciiiia, 86,2 4.9 26,1 64,1 86.1 61,3 22,1 60.0 86,6 69.5 35.1 69,1
Median:
Number of LOOIS ., v.vvvesrnrvnrire. .. 4,9 5,2 3.5 5.1 5,0 5.0 3.5 4,9 4.8 5.4 3.4 5.4
Number of persons, TEETIEN 3.6 2,7 3,1 3.0 3.6 2.8 3.2 31 3.5 2.7 2,9 3,0
Value,,., e $16,400 $10,700 $5,000- $7,500 $16,900 $1.2,700 $5,500 $8,200 $15,000 $7,500 re $5,400
Gross ren PN $92 §73 $37 348 $102 §79 $35 $50 $o4 $57 $a7 $40
Contract rent. PRI $76 $80 $26 $39 $86 68 $26 41 347 $43 $26 $32
SOUTH
Total number of unita.,,..,....... 5,117,0001 11,388,000 868,000 11,388,000{ 2,747,000 4,556,000 291,000| 4,556,000 2,369,000 6,83L,000| 578,000 6,831,000
Not dilapidated, with all facilitles....| 4,402,000| 7,041,000 148,000! 5,098,000| 2,580,000 3,711,000 107,000| 3,059,000| 1,823,000{ 3,330,000| 41,000| 2,039,000
Percent of tobBLl. .. iiviiriiinnrninises 86.0 61 8 lB 5 52,5 93,9 81.4 38.9 76,1 '76 9 48.7 7,8 35.8
With 1.01 or more persons per room N 579,0001 1, 646, 000 248,000 1,784, OOD 255,000 634,000 85,000 51’7 OOO 324,000] 1,012,000| 163,000| 1,266, 000
Percent of oceupied..,. . . 13,0 6.2 35.8 1 10,5 15,0 33,4 16,0 17.1 37.3 3.6
Owner oceupled....viivia, . 3,263,000| 5,898, 000 172,000 5,603, 000 1,752,000 2,303,000 54,0001 2, 204 000 1,511,000 3,595,000| 119,000| 3,400, 000
Percent of oeeupled,.......... Crierens 73.2 58 ? 24.9 61 ¢} 72,1 54 .4 21.0 57 8 74 5 60,9 27.2 63 3
Medlan:
Number of TOOMS..ivieransirsairnrsrnes 4.8 4.7 3.6 4,6 4.9 4,7 3.4 4,6 4,6 4.6 3.7 4.5
Number of persons...... 3.5 2.9 3.1 3.2 3.4 2,8 3.1 3,0 3.6 2,9 3.1 3.3
Value,.vvusvivnunsnnns $12,500 $7,500 §5,000- $6,100 $13,800 $9,600 $8,700 $7,600 $10,100 $5,900 | $5,000- $5,000-
Gross Tent, . vieieiiaanas §77 $55 $30 $44 $85 366 $33 $49 $59 $42 $27 $36
Contract rent............ iarsenees e $63 $ha $24 $37 §73 $53 $26 $44 $47 $40- $22 26
WEST
Total number of WNiLB....ivaisrees 3,316,000{ 5,726,000 312,000| 5,726,000 2,358,000{ 3,805,000 171,000{ 3,805,000 958,000 1,920,000 142,000f 1,920,000
Not dilapidated, with sll facilities,.., 3,186,000 5,021,000 130,000 4,222,000( 2,331,000 3,593,000 94,000 3,196,000 855,000 1,428,000 36,000 1,025,000
Percent of total.....vvsveevrvnnns . 96 N 50.2 86,1 8 8 9 4 7.4 92.2 89,2 74,3 27.6 1.3
With 1,01 or more persons per room veres 360 000 619,000 69,000 549,000 224 [s000} 365,000 25,000 322,000 136,000 255,000 44,000 227,000
Percent of oceupied,,....ivieseses 1.8 11,9 33,1 11.8 0.1 10,1 2.4 2.7 © 16,4 15,9 48 0 16,8
Ouner occupied,..... . 2,054, 000 3,011,000 58,0001 2,887,000 1,51«7,000 2,089,000 30,000 2,022,000 507,000 922,000 28,000 846,000
Percent of occupie . 67. 5.0 28.0 €l,5 £9.8 7.7 25 61,0 6,2 57.6 31 2 62 8
Median:
Numbar of rooms......... PN . 4.7 4.6 3.1 4,5 4.8 4.6 4.1 4.5 4.5 hob 2.5- 4ub
Nurber of persons,.,. 3.4 2.5 3,1 2,8 3.4 2.5 3.1 2.8 3,4 2.7 3.1 3.0
VALUB . 4 vs s rrrnrsanss $15,700 $12,100 $7,700 $8,600 $16,200 $13,600 ee 9,300 $13,500 34,700 vee $6,400
Gross rent.,...... - . $94 367 $36 $30 #o6 $69 $a2 49 88 j63 $27 2
Contract rent,....,,... . $86 857 $30 $43 $90 $62 $33 $43 76 $47 $as ez
Inaide SMSA's--Total Inside SM3A's--In central cities Inside SMSA's--Not in central cities
UNITED STATES
Total number of UnitB..civevereres 9,827,000( 23,251,000| 1,010,000 23,251,000; 3,420,000| 14,046,000 '758,000] 14,046,000| 6,408,000| 9,205,000 252,000| 9,205,000
Not dilapidated, with sll facilities.... 9,517,000 20,600,000 404,000} 17,773,000} 3,374,000( 12,587,000 313,000( 11,157,000 6,143 ODD 8,013,000 91,000 6,616,000
Peroent of fotal...... vt T e 8 2.6 43,2 83,7 98,6 #.6 3.0 85,3 B7.1|  43.9 B1.2
With 1,01 or more persons per Toom 900,000| 2,204, 000 220,000 2,248, 000 312,000 1,355, 000 175,000( 1,517, 000 589 DOO 849,000 45,000 730,000
Percent of occupied,, 9.9 0.0 25.5 1.0 9.7 10 i 25,4 ll 9 10 o] 9.8 26,0 9.4
Owner oceupied....... Crerenes ..] 6,889,000 12, 060 000 166,000 11, 298 000f] 2,013,000| 6,360,000| 106,000) 6,133,000| 4,875,000 5,699,000| 60,000f 5,165,000
Percent of occupied [T TT PRI TN 76.0 4.7 19,3 55 1 62.9 41,5 15.4 48,2 83,1 65.9 34,3 66.4
Medi
Nunber of rooms. .. 5.0 4.9 3.7 4.8 46 47 3.6 ") 5.1 5.2 42 5.1
Number of persens,.., 3.5 2.7 3.0 3.0 3.1 2.5 3.0 3.0 3.7 3.0 3.2 3.2
Value. s $16,000 $12,100 $7,200 38,900 $15,600 $11,300 $6,800 $8,500 $16,100 $13,000 $7,700 $9,500
Gross rent o . 395 $71 $35 $50 $93 $70 $35 $49 $97 $72 $37 $50
Contract vent. .......veo v $86 $59 $28 $41 $4 $60 $28 42 $e8 $37 $29 w0

* Data on characteristics based on units with 1950 records available.
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there were 479,000 owner-occupied unite
This pattern wae fuirly uni.
Torm throughout the various geographic subdivisions.

Mergers tended to improve the overall gualivy :
by reducing the mumber of dwelling units whhj.!} w«.:yu ‘”fl*‘i'»‘mﬂted
or lacked some plumbing facilities (from 880,000 in 1950 1o

The freguency of occupancy by the older population (per-
song 65 years old and over) was smaller In the Nation's new
houging +than in the total inventory. About one out of ten
hougeholde 1in newly constructed units contained one or more
persons 65 years of sge and over, compared with two out of ten
households in the total inventory.

0Of the dwelling units in the United States which were lost
through "demolition," approximately seven-tenths were dilapi-
dated or lacked some plumbing facilities in 1950. In standard
metropolitan statistlcal areas, 57 percent of the demolished
units were inthis category in 1950, while the comparable figure
outgide the metropolitan areas was 86 percent. Of the regions,
the 8outh had the highest proportion of demolished units that
were dilapidated or lacked plumbing facilities (8L percent).

Approximately 76 percent of the 1,553,000 occupied units
that were demolished during the period 1950 to 1959 had been
renter-occupied in 1950 (table 3)., TIneide central citles of

aM8A's, B85 percent of the demolished units had been renter
occupied, compered with only 66 percent outside the central
clties. The proportion of demolished units which had been

renter occupled was 71 percent outside SMSA's and 81 percent
inside SMSA's. Among reglons, the proportions ranged from 72
o 86 percent.

One-fourth of the occupied units in the United States that
were demolished during the 1950-1959 decade had been occupied
by nonwhite households in 1950; the comparsble figure for total
nonwhite-occupied housing as & proportion of all occupied units
in the Nation was one-tenth. Most (60 percent) of the demol-
ished units that had been occupied by nonwhite households were
located in the central cities of the SMSA's.

Of the 1,282,000 occupied dwelling units in the United
Btates which were lost through ‘other means," an estimated
782,000 (six out of ten) had been renter-occupied in 1950
(table 3). The proportions were approximately 67 percent inside
and 57 percent outside standard metropolitan statistical areas.

0f the renter-occupied units lost through ‘"other means"
{and for which gress rent was reported), approximately three-
fifths had rented for less than $40 per month in 1950, Of the
owner-occupied units in the Nation, about seven-tenths had
reported values of less than $5,000 in 1950,

Approximately 70 percent of the units lost through "other
means® were reported s dilapidated or lacking some plumbing
facilities in 1950. The praportion was 55 percent inside SMSA's
and 80 percent outelde the metropolitan areas. Unite dilapi-
dated or lacking plumbing facilities constituted about three-
firths of the units lost through "other means" in the Northeast,
roughly half in the West, and four-rifths 1in the South and
North Central Regions.

Units involved in "conversion" or "merger' also affected
the characteristics of the inventory, although the overall
effect 1s limited because of the relatively small mmbers of
units involved, Occupied dwelling units changed by conversion
involved approximately twice as many owner-occupied units as
renter-occupled units in 1950--429,000 and 244,000, respec~
tively (table 3), By 1959, as a result of conversion there
were 433,000 owner-occupied and 964,000 renter-occupied units
(table 2), Virtually all of the increment of dwelling units
resulted in additions to the supply of rental housing, Thisg
pattern wag similar for the various geographic subdivisgions of
the Nation,

Quality of housing tended to be at a higher level before
conversion than after conversion. In 1950, about 22 percent of
the units 1in the United States involved in conversion were
slther dilapidated or lacked some plumbing facilities whereas
this category constituted 27 percent of the converted unitg
in 1989,

The process of "merger' more frequently involved units
which were renter-occupied in 1950, The effect on tenure wag
the reverse of that caused by conversion, Mergers tended to
remove units from the renter supply, while leaving the number
of owner-occupied units unchenged. Units changed by merger in.
volved 461,000 owner-occupied and 964,000 renter-occupied units
in the United States in 1950 (table 3); ny 1959, as a result of

nnd 247
merger, d 247,000

renter-occupied units {table 2).

of Niousing

of units which

172,000 in 1969); at the seme time, the number
remained

were not dilapidated and had all plumbing mci;n.usns
sbout the seme (614,000 in 1950 and 603,000 1n 196¢)

Characteristics of seme unlts.--Informatlion on "swne" units
18 of special interest because it casta light on the utiliga.
tion and quality of given dwelling units over the 10-yeur period,
Tables 4 and 5, in which the 1950 characteristic s cross tabu.
lated by the 1959 characteristic, permit anexamination of ahifts
in temure and color and in condition and plumbing facilities,

A sizable number of units in the Natlon shlfted from owner
to renter occupancy as well ag from renter to owner (luble 4),
Of the 1950 owner-occupied group in the United States, about
2,634,000 units or 13 percent were renter oocupled in 1959,
Conversely, about 2,332,000 units or 17 percent of the 1950
renter-occupled units became owner occupled by 1909, The over-
all homeownership rate, however, was al aboult Lhe smme level in
1960 and 1959, In the geographic subdivisiong, Ahe propor-
tions were at roughly the same lavel In both years,

The major source of additional houslng for nonwhite house-
holds between 1950 and 1969 were units formerly ocoupled by

white households--approximately 1,126,000 units 1In the Unlted
States came from this source. Such units accounted for A5 per.
cent of the "same" units occupled by nonwhites in 18b¢,  Non-
white occupancy in 1959 of unlts occupled by whitus In 1950

varied widely among geographic areas. Inslde SMSA'n, 44 percent
of the housing occupied by monwhites in 195 hud been ceeupied
by white households in 1950 compared with only 1L pereent oute
side SMBA's. This shift in occupancy varied widely by reglons;
for the South the figure was 17 pereent; rfor the Northeast and
West it was 48 percent; and for the North Central, LY percent,

About 151,000 unite in the United States occupled by none
whites in 1950 were occupled by white households by 146Ly,  This
number acecunted for only 0,5 percent of the “nume® units oc-
cupied by white households in 1959,

With respect to condition and plumbing fuectiitlies, the
overall quality of "same" units in 1959 showed improvement, over
1950 (table 5). Nevertheless, some downgruding ne well as up-
grading took place, In the United gtates, ubout 4,250,000 units
were upgraded from "lacking some or all facilities or tllapl-
dated" to ‘'not dilapidated, with all plumbing I'neilities” be
tween 1950 and 1959, During the same pertod, about 965,000
units were downgraded from ‘"not lapldated, with all plumbing
Tfacilities” to “lacking some or all plumbing faelllties or di-
lapidated." Both the number upgraded and the ratio of upgraded
units to downgraded units were higher outside SMSA'n  thun in-
slde these areas. Outside SMSA's, about 2,424,000 unite were
upgraded and only 413,000 units were downgruded, Inpide the
8MSA's, +the figures were 1,828,000 units upgraded wnd Hia, 000
units downgraded.

Among regions, the North Central showed the preatest rela-
tive improvement with 7 times as many units upgraded as down-
graded; the South was next with a 5 to 1 ratio, and the West and
Northeast trailed with dand 2 1/2 to 1 ratios, respectively.
Generally, Improvement was greater for wnlts that were owner
occupled in 1950 than for those that were renter occupled,

It should be noted in tables 4 and 5, uas well as  in ta-
ble 3, that the characteristics are based onunits for which the
1980 Census records were evailable, For xample, for approxi-
mately 11 percent of the dwelling units in the United States
reported as "same,* the 1950 Censug records were not avellable.
Therefore, the numbers shown for the characteristics in ta-
bles 3, 4, and 6 may be less then the figures that would have
been obtained if all 1950 Census records were avallable, The
percentages, however, would not be affected 1r the units with
no 1950 data are distributed in approximately the swne manner
as the units for which the 1950 date are available,
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