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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS,
Washington, D. C., June 10, 1943,

8IR:

I transmit herewlth s report on the charsmcteristics of +the nonwhite
population by rece, based on data from the Sixteenth Decenniaml Census of
Population. This oensus was taken as of April 1, 1940, under the act pro-
viding for the Fifteenth and subsequent decennial ocensuses, approved
June 18, 1929.

Statlstloes for Negroes (with separate figures for forelign-born Ne-
groea), Indians, OChinese, Japanese,, Filipinos, Hindus, and "All other"
nonwhites are presented in this report. The subjects included are sex,
vativity, age, marital status, relationship to head of household, highest
grade of sohool oompleted, employment status, and major ooccupation group.
Data are shown for each nonwhlte race for the United States by reglons,
urban and rural. Figures for indlvidual nonwhite races also are shown for
those States, thelr urban and rural parts, and ocities of 100,000 or more in
whioh there weye substantial numberas of these persons. This report supple-
ments Volumes II and IV of the Population reports.

This report was prepared under the guperviglon of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell,
Ohief HGtatistiolan for Population, and Dr. A. Ross Hokler, Assistant Chlef
Statiatiolan, by Dr. Henry 8, Shryock, Jr,, Chlef of General Populatlon
Statistios, Severn Provus, and Joel Willlams.

Respeotfully,

J. C. GAPT,
Direotor of the Census,

HON, JESSE H, JONRS,
Heoretary of Commerce.
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SHARACTERISTICS OF THE NONWHITE POPULATION BY RACE

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

This report presents for the United States as & whole and
ror gelepted States and cltles, data on & number of charaster-
igtics of the nonwhite population, by race, These statistics
are based on the returns  of the Sixteenth Decennial Census of
populntion, taken uy of April 1, 1940, ‘The races for which
figures are shown are Nepro (with separate fipgures for forelgn-
vorn Negroos), Indiun, Ohinese, Japanese, Pilipino, Hindu, and
ALl other."  The subjects included are sex, nativity, aee,
marital statuy, relatvlonsllp 1o head of household, highest,
grade or school complated, employment status, and major ocdupa*
tlon group,  betallud statlstics on these sublects are pre-
gented ror each nonwhite race for the Unlted States by reglons,
urban and rursl,  The presentation of duta ror individual non-
white raess Tor othor nreds s restricted to those States,
shelr urban snd rural parts, sand cities of 100,000 or more in
which there were substantial numbera of these persons.

Related re
on the no glven in other publications of the
1940 census are described helow:

B,  Datuw on Individual nonwhite ruces for small areas are
glvan in Volumge IXI of the Population Reports, entitled
weharacteristien of  the Population" uand comprising the
gecand serles of Population Bulletina for States, Statis-
tics are shown on gex, natlvity, and oltlzenship for States,
urban and roet),  oltles of 100,000 or more, and principal
metropolitun dlagtelots,  Leas detulled statisgtics are also
presentod for Indlang, Chinese, wand Japanese for all coun-
tles and oitles of 10,000 to 100,000 containing 10 or more
pergons of uny one of thewe ruces,

b, Datu for  the two=fold olasalflcoation, Negroes and
nonwhite peraonsg of “"Other races," are alsc presented for
amall areas in Volume II of the Popmlation Reports. Tor
thia leus detullod sub-clussifieatlon of the nonwhlte popu-
lation, statistles ure presented for additional subjects,
inelnding uge,  gehool avtendance, hlghest grade of school
completed, employment atatis, ¢lags of worker, major occupe-
tlon group, and indugtry sreup.  Areus for which statlstics
are presented  include Statea, uwrban and rural, counties,
urbnn pluaces, rapal incorporated pluces of 1,000 to €,500,
minor oivil dlvicione (townalipg, ate,), wards of eitles of
50,000 or more, sand metropolitan dlstriots,  Not all  sub-
Juctn dare presented by race, however, for all these areuns,

Acditionnd labor forae statlstics for Negroes and "Other
rages’ nre presented  in Voluma IIT of  the Population Ro~
ports, sntltled "fhe Lebor Force--Ocoupation, Industry, Im-
ployment, snd Income" and comprialng the third serles of
Population bulleting for States,  Stutlstles are presented
on employment ¢ us and  oocupation for States and oltles
of 100,000 or more, &nd on employment statug and industry
for Btates,

6. Duta for ull nonwliite races ocomblned are presented
in Volume IV af the Population Reports, entitled “Charactor
1gtios by Age--Nuritul Statug, Relutiouship, Bducation, and
gitizenailp"  snd comprising tha fourth gerles of Populatlon
bulleting for States, Statlsties are presented for selected
Jarge uprere  whers the nonwhite population ls numerleally
Important, ineluding States, thelr urban and rural parts,
and urbsn placer of 50,000 inbubltanta or more.

Additionul duta for a1l nonwhite races comblned are glven
16 the reporta on internad migestion, In these publications
gtatistica are uvailuble on Lhe nonwhite populution by sex,
Bgo,  plaes of resldence in 1985, and place of regldence in

o,

d, Additionul statlstics on the nonwhite population are
pregented in varying detall in publicatlons baged upon Labuw
latlons of sumples of the census returng, These publications

100,000 or more,

present supplementary Information on general population
characterigtics and characteristics of the labor force as
well as statistlos on families and fertility, for reglong,
divisions, States, and large clties,

Areas for which date are presented.— Statistics are pre-
gented in this report for +the United States as a whole, Tfor
four reglons (the Northeastern States, the North Central
States, the South, and the West), for States, and for thelr
urban, rural-nonfarm and rural-farm parts, and for citles of
Data for the total nonwhite populatlon and
tor each individual race aré presented for the United States
and regions, urban and rural, Statistics for States, urban and
rural, and for cities of 100,000 inhabitants or more ars pre-
gented 1n accordance wlth the following criteria:

1. TPigures ars presented for the total Negro population
of a State or urban~-rural part thersof when such population
amounted to as much as 2,000 and was less than 95 percent of
the totel nonwhite population of the area. In additlon,
whenever the urban, rural-nonfarm, or rural-farm part of a
State qualifies, the State total is also shown. For a clty
of 100,000 or more, figures are presented when the Negro
population amounted to as much ag 1,000 and was less than 96
percent of the tobtal nonwhite populatlon of the city, Where
Negroes constituted 95 percent or more of the morwhite popu-
lation, it is frelt that the date on the total nonwhite popu-
lation published 1n the reports described above portray
rairly adequately the characteristics of the Negroes in the

aroea.
2, For the indlvidual minor races--Indian, Chlnese,
Jupanese, Fllipino, and Hindu (and also for forelgn-born

Negroes)--figures are presented for any State or urban-rural
part thereof in which the speciflo raclal group amounted to
as much as 2,000, Yor a city of 100,000 or more, Ifigures
are presented when the group amounted to as much as 1,000.

Arrangemeont of tables.— The flrst 8 tables in this report
apre summary tables. ‘Tables 1 and 2 present the number of per-
sons of each race, for the United States by States and for olt-
1es of 100,000 or more, respectively. Tables 3 to 8 present
for the United States and regions, urban and rural, flgures on
the following characterlstics of the Individual nonwhite races:
Age, marital status, relationship to head of housebold, highest .
grade of achool completed, employment stetus, and major occupa-
tion group, The remaining tables, in geta of 6, Dresent datae
on these sume cheracteristics for sach of the individual non-
white races Tor the selected States and ocities. Tables 9 to 14
are Tor all Negroes, tables 15 to RO for forelgn-born Negroes,
tableg 21 to 26 for Indians, tables 27 to 328 for Chinese,
tablea 3 to %8 for Jupanese, and tables 39 to 44 for Tllipines,

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS

The statlatlcs on each subject are explalned, and the
soprms used in the tables are defined, in the paragraphs which
follow. In some cases the definitions of termg and explana-
tions glven below are abridged from the Tuller explanations
appearing in Volumes II, III, and IV of the Reports on Populas-
tion,

Urban and rural areas.— Urban population, as defined by
the Bureen of the Census, is in general that residing in citles
and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabltants or more.
The remeinder of the population 15 classified as rural and is
gubdivided into the rural-rarm population, which comprises all
rurel residents living on farms, wlthout regard to occupation,
and the rural-nonfarm population, which comprises the remaining
rural population. (Por further detalls for each State, 88e
volume I of the Reports on Population,)



FEROENT BY
. FEROENT BY RACE NATIVITY

RAOE AND or=
OMUGUS YeAR | Totel | Matdve | elgn oz~ Yor-
o Total | Native | oign | Native | eign
born born /

1940 §5h%%
Total.....|18,454,406[18,278,647|175,758| 100.0] 100,0| 100.0 a7 1.8
€0y -0 ey vvy 12,865 ,610012,761, 577 83,941 95.6] 96.3] 47.8| 9s.5 0.7
Indlan........|  988,069f 820,478) 4549l 2.6 2.8 28| g8 1.8
Ohineae.......|  © 77,504]  40,368| 87,248 0.6 0.8( #.2( BL.9{ 48.1
Japanase,.....| 126,947 79,842 47,308 0.9 0.6| 26,9| 627 87,8
Filipino......| A\ (45,563 48,198 431 0.8 0.83] o.2] 9.1 0.9
Hindu. v oovay, o[98 ) 2,405 910( 1,495 - - 0.9| ;.8 6.2
KOTean . 1vsysy 1,711 962 749 - -l o.4| se.a| 488
Polynesian..., 3}‘ 6587 648 9 - - - 8.6 1.4
Other Asian... 131 6 95 - - 01| 27.5| v7a.8
}
i 1980 y @“w’z:‘

Total,....|12,488,306]12,267,562| 220,744 | 100.0 100.0] 100.0]| ¢s.2 1.8
T /NeEROMs s iy 13,891,148011,792,628| 98,620 ses.2| 98,1] 44.7| 5.8 0.8
o o Iodlane.o|  992,8970  9m,mem| s, 5me 2.7 7| 1.6] 98.9 1.1
{7 4+7  Oninese, 74,954 0,868 44,086 0.6 0.9] 20.0| 41.8) oB.a
' Japanese,.....| 138,834 88,857( 70,477 1.1 0.6] 8..9| 49.2| 60,8
Fillpino...... ,\‘h 45,208 45,028 182 04 0.4 0.1] 99.8 0.4
BindU. ey, & ) 8,180 412| 2,718 - -1 Le2| 1s.2| sssB
Korean,....,..| gy 4 1,860 816 1,044 - - 0.5] 43,9 B6.1
Folynesian....|4 666 8§60 6 - - - e 0.9
. Other Asian,.. 114 55 89 - - - 48.8( 6.8
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Sex.— Because of the Importance of ths classification of .

the population by sex, the data are presented separately for
males and females in all of the tables except tables 1 and 2.

Nativity.— In the classification by natlvity, a person
born in the Unlted States or 1n any of its territories or pos-
sesslons is counted as native, Likewise included as native 1s
the smell group of persons who, &although born in a forelgn
country or at sea, 'were American citizens by birth beocause
their parents were American citizens. The remainder of the
population 1s classified as foreign born.

The classiflcation by nativity in this report is llmited
to Negroes, Chiness, and Japanese. These are the nonwhite
races with substantial numbers of foreign born, &s may be sesn
from the following table, which presents a detailed classitlch-
tion of the nonwhite population of the United States, by race
and nativity, for 1940 and 1930,

NONWHITE POPULATION OF THE UNTITED STATES, BY RACE AND NATIVITY:
1940 AND 1930

[Paroent not shown whers less then 0,1]

As mentioned previously, data are presemted separately for
the Torelgn-born Negroes. In the other census reports, only
limited data have been = presented on the characterigtics of
Negroes (or of all nonwhites) by nativity, Although forelgn-
born Negroes constituted only & small percentage--0.7 percent-~-
of all Negroes 1in 1940, +this group outnumbered most of the
individual minor races.

Age.~ The age classification 1s based on the age of the
person at his last birthday before the date of the censug,
that is, the age of the person in completed years,

There are some irregularities in Tthe age distribution
which are due to inaccurscles in the census returns. In the
1940 census, as. in previous tensuses, some ages were misstated,
either intentionally or through ignorance of the trus age on
the part of the person giving the information. 1In general, the
degree of inaccuracy in reported ages 1s greater for adults
than for children, for forelgn born than for native, and tor
the nomwhite population then for the white. It 1s hoped that
more definite conclusions may be reached after further study or
the age data now available from the 1940 census,

Marital status,— In the classification by
Tour major groups are shown: Single, married,
divorced. These terms refer to marital status at the time the
census was teken, The presentation of data on marital status
in the present report is limited to the population 15 years old
arild over, as practlcally all persons younger than 15 years are
single,

marital status,
widowed, and

Private hougehold.— The term "private household," am ugsd
in the 1940 census, includes the related family members and the
unrelated lodgers and servants or hired hands who 1ive in the
same dwelling unit end share common hougekeeping arrangements.,
A person living alone or =& small group of unrelated persons

M

Sp

NONWHITE POPULATION BY RACE

sharing the same living accommodations as "partpners" i 8lao
counted as a private household. A famlily residing permanently
or for an indefinite period in an apartment hotel is counted ng
a private household,

Quesi household; persons not in private household, — A

household is a group of persons not Living in private
households, such as those llving in a boarding or lodging
house, an institution, & sechool, a labor camp, or a military op
naval post, or the translent population of & hotel, or the crew
of a vegsel. If a household reports 1l or more lodgers, it is
classified as & quasl housshold (speclfically, as g lodging
houge) rather than as a private hougehold,

Relationship to head of household.— The 1940 oensus wae
the firast from which tabulations wers mede of the relationship
of each person to the head of his household., The tables on
this subjest in the present report show three categories of
persons in private households:  "Head of hougehold," "Relative
of head," and "Not relative of head." The rollowing sections
present a description of these categories, (In some censug
publications, for example, Volume IV of the Reports on Popula-
tlon, the categorles of relationship are more detalled than
those presented herein, comprising head, wite, ohild, grand-
phild, perent, other relative, lodger, and servant or hired
hhand.

1
o

quasi

Hedd of private household,— One person 1n each private
household was designeted as the hougehold head, belng usual-
ly the person regarded as the head vy the members of the
1 bousehold,  The number of heads of private households s,
- therefore, equal to the number of private households, The
head of a private nousshold is usually a married man and the

Oelo ohier breadwinner - of the family., In soms cages, however,

“\:’“7 the head 1s a parent of the chie? earner or ls the only
1o adult member of the household.

“~h

Relatlve of head.~This category lnoludes wives, children,
grandehildren, parents, and other relatives of the head,

Not_relative of head., This category includes all lodgers,
resident servants or hired hands, and other Persong not rew
lated to the head who usually reside in the household,

Highest grade of school completed,— In 1940 the census
schedule asked for the last full grads that the pergson had come
pleted in the regular school aystem-~public, private, or paro-
chial school, college, oruniversity, The statistlcs on highest
grade of school completed which are presented in this roport
are restricted to persons 25 years old and over, practically
all of whom have complated their formal education,

All tables presenting data on education include the median
year of school completed., The median year of school completed
may be deflned =s the year which divides ‘the population group
Into squal parts--one-half having completed more gohooling and
one-half having completed less sehooling then the madian,
These medlans. are expressed in terms of & continuous series of
numbers representing years of school completed. For example,
the completion of the first year of high school is indicated by
9 and of the last yesar of collsge by 16, Tor the asake of com-
parabllity, the rirst year of high school ig unirormly repre.
sented by 9, although there are some areas with only 7 years of

elementary school,

Bmployment status.—In the 1940 Cenpus of Population, per-
sons 14 years oid and over were clasgiried on. the basis of
thelr activity during the census week of March 24 to 30, . 1940,
into two major groups: (a) Persons in the lebor force, includ-
ing those at work for pay or profit or at unpaid family work;
those wlth & Job or business rrom which they were temporarily
absgent; those on public emerdgency work; and those seeking work;
and (b) persons not in the labor force, The latter group in-
cludes persons reported as engaged in own home housework, in
gchool, or unable to work; seasonal workers for whom the cenaug
waek fell iIn ‘an off-season, and who were not seeking work;

others not employed, nor on public emergency work, nop sesking
work; all inmates of penal and mental institutions end homes
for the aged, infirm, and needy, regardless of their aotivity
during the census week; and persons for whom employment status
was not reported.
The employment status categories of persons In the labor
force which are shown in this report are described below:
Employed (except on public emergenc work) .~ The group
classitied as employed includes (&) persons who worked for
Pay or profit at any time during the week of Maroh 2 to 20,
1940, in private work op nonemergency Federal, State, or
local government work, or who asslated without pay on a rame

11y farm or in a family business; and (b) persong not actu-
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ally ut work and not seeking work during the week of March
24 to 40, 1940, tut with Joba, businesses, or professional
enterprises rom which they were temporarily absent becange
of vucation, illness, Aindustrial dispute, bad weather, or
layotr uot exceeding rfour weeks with definlte instructions
to return to work  on & specitic date.  The group "Employed
(except on public emergency work)" includes not only em-
ployess but also proprietors, farmera, other self-employed
pergong, wnd unpaid Lamlly workers,

On publie emergeney work.- This category includes persons
who, during the week of Mareh 24 to 30, 1940, were ay work
on, or asaiened to, public emsrgency work projects conducted
by the  Work Projects  Administration (WPA), the National
vouth Administravion (MYA), the ¢ivilian Conservation Corps
(6ee), or Stuty or locul work reller agencles.

geeking work - This cutegory represents persons wlthout
work of any sort in the week of March 24 to 20, 1940, who
ware sotively sesking work during thet week,

m the interpretation of the data on  employment status,

allowanoe must be made  for the fact that considerable numbers

"shown in the tables in Volume III of ‘the Reports

of persons actually on public emergency work were returned In
the census as employed on private or nonemergency government
work, seeking work, or not in the labor force.:

Major occupation group.—— The statlstics on major occupa-
tlon group presented in this report are limited to persons who
were employed (except on public emergency work) during the week
of March 24 to 30, 1940. Occupation statistics for other
persons in the labor force (peraons "On public emergency work"
and persons "Seeking work") are not presented here., The 12
major oocupation groups shown here are principal subdivisions
of the detalled occupational classification, comprising 451
specific occupation titles, whioh was used in the 1940 census,
The speciflc occupations in sach of the major groups are
on Popu-

lation,

! Bee the introduotory section in Part 1 of Volume IIT of the Re-
ports on Population for s discussion of the misclassification of pub-
1lio emergency workexrs.
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