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FOREWORD

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sam-
pling methods permitted the collectlion of statistics on a larger number of
inquiries +than had heretofore been possible, +the release of preliminary
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many
social and economic characteristics of +the population at a relatively low

cost.

This report is based on tabulations of a sample of +the population re-
turns and presents statistics on femily wage or salary income and receipt
of other income in 1939. The data are shown in combination with other
family characteristics, such as size of family, number of children under 18
years old, and number of earners in the family, and by certain character-
istics of the family head. These statistics provide a considerable body of
information pertinent to the study of the economic well-being of American
families. This report was prepared under the supervision of Dr. Leon E.
Truesdell, Chief Statistician for Population, and Dr. A. Ross Eckler,
Assistant Chief Statistician, by Williem H. Mautz, Chlef of Economic Sta-
tistics, Dr. Selma Fine Goldsmith, and Alice B. Korstange. The sampling
procedures were under the direction of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical

Adviger.
L
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FAMILIES, 1940
. '~ WAGE OR SALARY INCOME IN 1939

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

This report presents data on family wage or salary income
and recelpt of other income in 1939, based on tabulations of a
sample of the returns of the Sixteenth Decennlal Census of Pop-
ulation, taken in April 1940.% The income data are shown_ for
familles classified by size, number of children under 18 years
old, number of earners, months worked in 1939 by earners,
class-of-worker composition, and by certain characteristics of
the family head, including color, age, sex, marital status, em-
ployment status, and major occupation group. Family wage or
salary income is also shown in combination with wage or salary
income of the individual earners in the family.

Some of the tables in this report are confined to families
in which all members in the labor force were classified as wage
or salary workers in March 1940, since these are the families
for which the data on wage or salary income are the most signif-
lcant. Most of the tables show separate distributions by
amount of family wage. or salary income for families which had no
income from other sources, and for families which had such other
income. For families wilthout other income +the data repre-
sent a very close approximatlon to total income, whereas for
families with other income they present only an incomplete plc-
ture of income. i

Many of the tables are limited to urban and rural-nonfarm
families. Data on wage or salary income are not as meaningful
for rural-farm familles as for urban and rural-nonfarm famllies,
because the majority of the workers 1In rural-farm areas are
farmers and unpaid family workers, who usually recelve 1little
or none of their income in the form of money wages or salarles.

RELATED REPORTS

This is one of a serles of reports presenting statistlcs
for families based on samples of the returns of the 1940 Cen-
suses of Population and Housing. The specific titles of the
other reports in this series +that include income data and a
btrief summary of the subjects covered are given below, 2

General Characterlstics: Characterlstics of famllies and
of family heads. Statistics on family wage or salary income
and recelpt of other income in 1939, by tenure, are presented
for States, citles of 100,000 or more, and metropolitan
districts of 200,000 or more.

. Income and Rent: Data on wage or salary income and re-
celpt of other income in 1939 for urban and rural-nonfarm
families cldssiried by tenure and rent, and cross-classified
by housing characteristics, family characteristics, and
characteristics of the head, for regions and metropolitan
districts of 1,000,000 or more.

Tenure and Rent: Data for urban and rural-nonfarm fami-
lies classifled by tenure and rent, and cross-classified by
family characteristics and characteristics of +the head.
This report includes statistics on family wage or salary in-
come and recelpt of other income 1n 1939, by tenure and rent,
for reglons, cities of 1,000,000 or.more, and metropolitan
districts of 500,000 or more. ' ’

Size of Family and Age of Head: Characteristics of faml-
lles (including famlly wage or salary income and recelpt of
other income in 1939) and of family heads, by type and size
of Tfamlly and age of head, for regions and cities of
1,000,000 or more.

L mme 1940 Population Census schedule is reproduced in Part 1 of

Volume III and Part 1 of Volume IV of the Sixteerth Census Reports on
Population. The instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in
these volumes.,: '

2 At the time this Teport goes to press, in June of 1943, the reports
referred to in this paragraph are in various stages of completion, and
it 1s possible that minor changes may be made before publication.

Types of Familles: Characteristics of families by rfamily
type, age of head, and other characteristics of the head and
of the famlly. This report includes statistics on family
wage or salary income and receipt of other income in 1939,
by color, sex, marital status, and age of head, ror the
United States.

Characteristics of Rural-farm Familles: Data for rural-
farm famllies classified by tenure and occupation of the
head, and cross-classified by selected housing characteris-
tics, famlly characteristics (including family wage or salary
income and recelpt of other income in1939), and characteris-
tics of the head, for reglons and geographic divisions.

Income statistics for individuals are presented in other
publicatlons. Volume ITI of the Sixteenth Census Reports on
Population, entitled "The Labor Force," presents statistics on
wage or salary Income in 1939, based on complete tabulations of
the census returns., These statistics pertain to the experlenced
labor force classified by occupation and employment status.
Part 1 of Volume III presents the data for the United States as
a whole and for the four reglons,” and Parts 2 to 5 present the
data for States and for citles of 100,000 or more.

Two reports in the serles "The Labor Force--Sample Sta-
tistics™ also present 1ncome data for individuals and appear
under the titles indicated below.

.Wage or Salary Income in 1939: Statistlcs on wage or
salary income and recelpt of other income in 1939 for wage
or salary workers by months worked in 1939, industry, age,
color, and other characteristics; for other persons in the
labor force, and for persons not in the labor force, for re-
glons, divisions, .States, and clties of 250,000 or more.

Employment and Famlly Characterlstics of Women: Labor
force status of women by marital status and number of chil-
dren, according to age, educatlon, and other personal and
family characteristics. This report includes statistics on
wage or salary income and receipt of other income in 1939
for the husbands of married women 18 to 64 years of age, for
reglons and for metropolitan districts of 1,000,000 or
more.

AREAS

Statistics are presented In this report for the United
States and for four broad reglons: (a) The Northeastern States,
comprising the New BEngland and Middle Atlantic Divisions; (b)
the North Central States, comprising the East North Central and
West North Central Divisions; (c) the South, comprising the
South Atlantlc, East South Central, and West South Central Di-
visions; and (d) the West, comprising the Mountaln and Pacific
Divisions. Most of the statlstlcs are also presented for
cities of 1,000,000 or more. .

The report includes figures for urban, rural-nonfarm, and
rural-farm areas. Urban population, as defined by the Bureau
of the Census, 1is in general that residing in cltles and other
incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. The re-
mainder of the population 1is classified as rural, and is sub-
divided 'into the rural-rfarm population, which comprises all
rural residents llving on farms, without regard to occupation,
and the rural-nonfarm population, comprising the remaining
rural populatlon.

+

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA

Some of ‘the data on family wage or salary income and re-
celpt of other income that were tabulated have been omitted
from the tables in this report, partly because of limited funds
tor publication and partly because of the comparatively large
sampling errors that are to be expected in the more detailed
cross~classifications for categories contalning only a small
number of ramilies.




2 - FAMILIES, 1940

The statistics presented for regions in tables ¢ o 12 of
this report were tabulated separately for urban and rural-non-
farm areas, and those presented I1n tables 9 to 11 were tabu-
lated also for rural-farm areas of reglons. The statistics
presented in table 9 were tabulated by color not only for the
South but also for the other three regions and for clties of
1,000,000 or more. Table 9 glves more detalled data for the
United States as a whole than for the other areas, but the more
detailed data were tabulated for all the areas.

The statistics shown in table 10 were tabulated separate-
1y for familles with two earners and for families with three or
more earners. The data presented 1n table 11 were tabulated
for each of the first two earners in the family, classified by
nis wage or salary income in comblnation with that of the fam-
1ly. Pinally, the statlstics for families classified by number
of earners in combination with number of perscns (table 5) were
tabulated separately for familles with three persons and for
families with four persons.

The unpubllished statlstics, so far as the flgures are
large enough to be significant, can be made available upon
request, for the cost of transcribing or reproducing them. Re-
quests for such statistics, addressed to the Director of the
Census, Washington, D. C., will receive a prompt reply wiich
will include an estimate of the cost of preparing the data.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS
WAGE OR SALARY INCOME AND RECEIPT OF OTHER INCOME IN 1939

In the 1540 census, all persons 14 years old and over, ex-
cept inmates of specified institutions,a were asked to report:
1. The amount of money wage or salary income received
in 1939, (Persons who received salaries over $5000 were re-
quired only to report that they received more +than® that
amount. )
2. Whether income amounting 1o $50 or more was received
in 1939 from sources other than money wages or salaries.

The purpose of the second question was
individuals and families whose income from money wages or sal-
aries represented all or nearly all of their income. The ques-
tion called for a simple answer of '"yes" or '"no" and did not
call for the exact amount of nonwage Income, because of the
very considerable additional burden of enumeration that such a
question would have entailed. The limit for the question on
other income was set at $50 on the assumption that a lower
1limit would have caused many individuals and families whose
nonwage income was negliglible to be classified with those who
had substantial nonwage income, and that a higher limit, such
as $100, would have excluded from the group having other income
certain individuals and familles whose nonwage income repre-
sented a slgnificant part of thelr total income. The classifi-
cation of families with low wage or salary incomes as "without
other income" when one or more members received between $50 and
$100 in nonwage income might have led to erroneocus conclusions
regarding thelr purchasing power and economic status.

The classification of families by family wage or salary
income and receipt of other income in 1939 1is summarized for
the United States in table I.

Wage or salary income.—Wage or salary income, as defined
Tor the 1940 census, includes all money received in 1939 in
compensation for work or services performed as employees, in-
cluding commissions, tips, . plece-rate payments, bonuses, etc.,
as well as receipts commonly referred to as wages or salaries.
The value of Income recedved in kind, such as llving quarters,
meals, and clothing, is not included.

The income reported was the total wages or salarles before
deductlons were made for Old-Age Insurance, Rallroad Retirement,
or Unemployment Compensation.

The enumerators were instructed to enter "O" for a person
who had no wage or salary income in 1939. As a precaution
against inconsistent entries, the following items were listed:
in the instructions to enumerators as types of income to be ex-
cluded from wage or salary income: (1) Earnings of businessmen,
farmers, or professional persons derived from business profits,
sale of crops, or fees; (2) sums received as unemployment com-
pensation; (3) direct relief or charity; (4) income in kind,

3 These "specified” institutions comprise the following types:
Penal institutions, hospitals for the mentally diseased or defective,
end homes for the aged, infirm, and needy.

such as living quarters, meals, and supplles, even though re-
celved as payment for work performed; (5) sums received for
travel and expenses incurred in travel; and (6) income from any
source specifically listed as a source of "other income."

Table I. FAMILIES BY FAMILY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME AND RECEIPT OF OTHER

INCOME IN 1939, FOR THE UNITED STATES

[statistics based on Sample D]

FERCENT DISTRIBUTION
PFemilies | Families

FAMILY WAGE OR Al without with Families |Families

SATARY INCOME families other other AN without with
income income® [families| other othex
. income | ineome
Total.............|85,087,440|17,522,740|17,564,700] 100.0f 100.0|  100.0

With wage or salary

income........ + 00| 24,550,580/ 15,928,300| 8,622,280 70.0] 90.9 49.1

Without wage or salary .
income........0...0.. 9,883,180[ 1,402,640 8,480,540 28.2 8.0 48.3
Not reported..... 653, 680 191,800 461,880 1.9 1.1 2.6

With wage or salary

income..............|24,550,580]15,928,300| 8,622,280 100.0 100.0 100.0
1 60 $19%iiieiunnranns 1,579,220 677,960| 901,260 6.4 4,3 10,5
200 £0 $399¢0.i0enanas 2,269,380} 1,272,340 997,040 9.2 8.0 1.6
400 to $599........ «.eof 2,171,3801 1,332,220 839,160 8.8 8.4 9,7
600 t0 $799. . .uiviinnn. 2,186,440| 1,393,380 788,060 8.9 8.8 9.1
800 to $999....00.00..4| 1,905,400| 1,246,000 659,400 7.8 7.8 7.6
1,000 to $1,199........ 1,895,760 1,296,620 599,140 7.7 8.1 6.9
1,200 to $1,899,.......| 2,087,700] 1,433,780 603,920 8.3 9.0 7.0
1,400 to $1,599... 1,826,620 1,314,560 511,060 7.4 8.3 5.9
1,600 to 31,999... . 2,657,600) 1,918,660 738,940 10.8 12.0 8.6
2,000 to 32,4‘39....,.4. 2,410,800| 1,719,380 691,440 9.8 10.8 8.0
2,500 to $2,999........] 1,874,760] 8B4,580 390,180 5.2 5.6 4.5
8,000 to $4,999........] 1,780,120| 1,158,120 &22,000 7.3 7.3 7.2
5,000 and over....e.... 556,400, 275,720 280,680 2.8 1.7 8.8
Median.......(dollars).. 1,226 1,808 1,042 - - -

to identify those

come in 1939 was not reported.

* Includes statistics for families for whom the receipt or nonreceipt of other in=

The enumerators were told that in some instances I1nform-
ants might not know the annual earnings of household members,
but might know the number of weeks worked and the weekly wage
so that annual earnings could be computed. Many wage or sal-
ary entries were computed in this fashlon.

Family wage or salary income was obtained by combining the
wages and salaries reported by all related persons 14 years old
and .over 1in the family. Families were classified as having
wage or salary income not reported when a report on wage or
salary income was missing for one or more members who were (a)
in the labor force and classified as wage or salary workers, or
(b) not in the labor force but who reported one or more weeks
worked in 1939. When the question on wage or salary income
was not answered for employers, own-account workers, unpaid
family workers, mnew workers, or for persons not in the labor
force other +than those mentioned above, 1t was assumed that
they had no wage or salary income. This asswnption was made
because relatively few of these groups of persons worked for
wages or salaries in 1939, and the enumerator probably left the
column blank because he believed that the questlon on wage or
salary income was inapplicable. When one member of a family
had a wage or salary income of $5000 or over, or when the sum
of the wages or salaries reported by two or more members was
$5000 or over, the famlly was counted as having wage or salary
income of $5000 or over, even though wages or salaries were not
reported for one or moré other members.

Many of the tables in this report show the median wage or
salary income for the various categories of families included
in the tables. The medlan wage or salary income presented here
is the amount which divides the families reporting one doilar
or more of such income into two equal parts, one having Iin-
comes above the median, and the other having incomes below the
median, .

Receipt of other income.— "Other income" includes all in-
come other than money wages or salarles, such as income from
roomers or boarders, business profits, professional fees, Iin-
come in kind, receipts from the sale of farm products, rents,
interest, dividends, unemployment compensation, direct rellef,
old-age assistance, pensions, annuities, royalties, and regular
contributions from persons other than members of the immediate
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family, "Other income" does not include receipts 1in the form
of lump-sum insurance settlements, occaslonal gifts of goods or
money, inheritances, receipts or profits from the sale of prop-
erties (unless the person earned his living by buying and
selling such properties), or reimbursements for travel ex~
penses.

Families were classifled as '"with other income" if any re-
lated person 14 years old or over reported the recelpt of $50
or more of income from sources other than wages or salaries.
Families were classified as "without other income" 1f all mem-
bers 14 years old and over reported that they had not recelived
other income amounting to $50 or more. Persons engaged in home
housework or in school who falled to report on the receipy or
nonreceipt of other income were considered to have received no
other income. Families were classified in the category "other
income not reported" 1f one or more members, other than those
engaged in home housework or in school, falled to report on the
recelpt or nonrecelpt of other income, and no other member re-
ported that he had received other income. Since relatively few
persons engaged in home housework or in school recelve any type
of income, 1t 1s probable that many enumerators assumed that
the question on the receipt of other income was inapplicable
and accordingly made no entries for swuch persons.

In most cases 1t was not feasible to make separate tabula~
tions for the small group of families which failed to report on
the recelpt of other income. In the tables which do not show
separately the families which failed to report, these famlilles
are combined with families with other income of $50 or more, in
order to keep separate the group of familles primarily depend-
ent upon wage or salary income. Since the majority of the fam-
ilies failing to report probably had no other Iincome, the
result of this combination 1s an understatement of the number
of ramilies without other income.

FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS

The term "family," as defined in the 1940 census, 1s lim-
ited to private familles and excludes the small number (avout
80,000) of institutions, hotels, lodging houses, and other quasi
households, A private famlly comprises a family head and all
other persons in the home who are related to the head by blood,
marriage, or adoption, and who live together and share common
housekeeping arrangements. A person living alone ls counted as
a one-person private family. A family head sharing his living
accommodations with one or more (but not more than ten) unre-
lated persons 1s also counted as a one-person private family.

The income statistics in this report are shown for fami-
1ies classified by size, number of children under 18, number of
earners, months worked in 1939 by earners, and class-of-worker
composition.

size of family.—In the classification of, families accord-
ing to size, only the head of the famlly and persons related to
the head by blood, marriage, or adoption are counted. Lodgers,
resident servants, guests, and foster children or wards are not
included.

Children under 18 years old.— The tabulation of children
under 18 years old inciudes all unmarried children within this
age clags who are related to the head of the family either by
blood .or by adoption. Stepchildren are included, but foster
children and wards are not included. Grandchildren, nephews,
nieces, and other related children not sons or daughters of the
head are included but the number of such children is relatively
small, )

Statistics on families by number of children under 18
years old are significant principally because the great major-
1ty of such children are still financially dependent upon thelr
parents.

Number of earners in family.— In some of the taples in
this Teport, famllles are classified according to the number of
earners in the ramily in 1939. An "earner," as the term 1Is
used in the 1940 census, 1is a person 14 years old or over who
reported that he received one dollar or more of wage or salary
income in 1939. Thus, families with one dollar or more of wage
or salary income have one or more earners, and families with no
wage or salary income have no earners. For familles classified
as having wage or salary income not reported, <the number of
earners could not bve determined.

Statistics for the individual earners in the tamily, clas-
siried by thelr wage or salary incomes in combination with the

wage or salary income of the family, are presented in table 11.°

These statistlcs are restricted to the first and second Persons
in the family listed by the enumerator as recelving one doilar

or more of wage or salary income in 1938# For families with
one or two earners, the data on wage or salary income of the
earners cover all the earners in the family. ¥or families with
three or more earners, however, the data for individual earners
cover only the first two earners 1llsted on the population
schedule, and do not cover the earners iIn the famlly who
appeared third, fourth, etc. on the schedule.

Months worked in 1939 by earners.— Familles having one or
more earners in 1939 are further classified 1n table 6 on the
basls of months worked 1n - 1939 by the earners. In the 1940
census, &all persons 14 years old and over, sexcept lnmates of
specified institutions, were asked to report the number oT
weeks worked for pay or profit, including public emergency work,
or at unpaid family work during the year 1939. For perlods of
part-time work, the report was to be made In terms of equiva~
lent full-time weeks, & full-time week belng deflned as the
number of hours locally regarded as full time for the given
occupation and industry. Paid vacations or other absences with
pay were included din the number of weeks worked, except that
summer vacatilons of school teachers who did no other work dur-
ing the summer were not counted as time worked. .

The returns for weeks worked in 1939 have been converted
into months in the tables 1n this report, because a large pro-
portion of the returns were only approximate and did not repre-
sent valid statements of the precise number of weeks of work.
Tor families having one earner, two months-worked groups are
shown: 12 months; less than 12 months. The category "12
months" includes familles in which the earner worked 50 to 52
weeks in 1939. The category '"less than 12 months" includes
families in which the earner worked less than 50 weeks in 193¢,
was without work in 1939, or did not report on work in 1939.
For families having two earners, three groups are shown: Both
12 months; one 12 months; both less than 12 months. The group
"one 12 months" includes families in which one of the earners
worked 12 months 1in 1939 and the other worked less than 12
months in 1939. For famillies having three or more earners,
three groups are shown: A1l 12 months; some 12 months; all
less than 12 months. The category “some 12 months" includes
families in which one or more of the earners worked 12 months
in 1939 and one or more of the earners worked less than 12
months in 1939.

In interpreting the statistlcs on months worked by earn-
grs, 1t should be noted that since the months worked refer to
all types of employment during 1939, they include time spent
both at wage or salary work and at own-account and other work.
For most wage or salary workers, however, the statlistlcs on
months worked represent time spent ab wage or salary employment
only, and for this reason the table showing months worked by
earners in combination with family wage or salary income 1s
1imited to tamilies with all workers wage or salary work-
ers.

Glass-of-worker composition of family.—In the classifica-
tion according to class-of-worker compositicn, three groups of
ramilies are distinguished:

: 1. TFamilies with all workers wage or salary workers.—
This category comprises those families 1n which @il members
in the experienced labor force were classifled as wage or
salary workers,

2. Pamilles with some workers wage or salary workers.—
Tnis claSs comprises those families in-which some members in
the experienced labor force were classified as wage or sal-
ary workers and some were classified as employers, Own-ac-
count workers, or unpaid family workers.

3. Families with no wage or salary workers.— This cate~
gory comprises those Femilies in wnich no members in the ex-
perienced labor force were classified as wage or salary
workers and those familles nhaving no members in the experi-
enced labor force. ' )

The above classification 1is pased on the class-of-worker
designations of the family members who were in the experienced
1abor force during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940. The ex-
perienced labor force comprises the following categories of
persons 14 years old and over: (a) Those who were employed for
pay or profit or engaged 1n unpald family work; (b) those on
public emergency work; and (¢) persons seeking work other than
new workers, (New workers are persons seeking work who had not
previously worked full time for one month or more. ) For defl-
nitions of the employment status categorles, see “Employment
status of head!, below.

4 Enumerstors were instructed to 1ist the members of seach family in
the following order: (1) The head of the ramily; (2) his wife; (3)
their children; and (4) other relatives of the head.
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An inquiry relating to class of worker was made for all
experienced persons in the labor force. For employed workers
and for persons on public emergency work, the classification by
class of worker refers to their current work or Jjob during the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940. TFor experilenced workers seeking
work, it refers to their last job of one month or more. The
composition of each category is described below:

Wage or salary workers.— Thls class consists of persons
who, in their current or last Job, worked as employees for
wages or salary (in cash or in kind). It includes not only
factory operatives, laborers, clerks, etc., who worked for
wages, but also persons working for tips or <for room and
board, salesmen and other employees working for commissions,
and szlaried business managers, corporation executives, and
government officials, Experienced persons in the labor
force for whom class of worker was not reported have been
included among wage or salary workers, unless there was evi-
dence to the contrary.

Employers and own~-account workers.— This group consists
of persons who, 1n their current or latest work, operated
thelr own business enterprises. It includes not only the
owner-operators of large stores and manufacturing establish-
ments, but also small - merchants, independent craftsmen,
farmers, professional men, peddlers, and other persons con-
ducting enterprises of their own. It does not include manag-
ers pald to operate businesses owned by other persons or by
corporations; such workers are classified as wage or salary
workers. .

Unpaid family workers.—Thils class 1s composed of persons
who assisted without pay on farms or in stores or other en-
#rprises operated by other members of their families. The
great majority of unpaid family workers are farm laborers.

statistics on family wage or salary income and receipt of
other income in 1939 are summarized in table II for urban and
rural-nonfarm families by class-of-worker composition.

Table II. URBAN AND RURAL~-NONFARM FAMILIES BY CLASS-OF-WORKER COMPOSITION IN MARCH 1940, BY FAMILY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME AND RECEIPT OF OTHER
INCOME IN 1939, FOR THE UNITED STATES

[Statiaticﬂ baged on Sample D]

’ PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Families with Families with

FAMILY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME all workers some workers B e | witnan With some With 20

IN 1989 AND RECEIPT OF OTHER A1l families wage or salary wage or salary smrkars workers workers wage or

INCOME BY FAMILY IN 1939 workers, workers, h 19;0 wage or wage or salary

March 1940 March 1940 Mare salary selary workers

) workers workers

POtBLassverrosnsnairronrentasrnsierns 28,010, 540 20,580,680 1,484,000 5,945,860 100.0 100.0 100.0
With wage or salary income.... 21,615,800 19,519,880 1,344,800 751,120 94.8 90.6 12,6
Without wage or salary income. 5,853,400 592,540 92,120 5,168,740 2.9 6.2 86.9
NOt Teported..sseisressseerssess 541,340 468,260 47,080 26,000 2.3 8.2 0.2
With wage or salary incoms... 21,615,800 19,519,880 1,344,800 751,120 100.0 100.0 200,0
1 £0 $199.00iiiiiiennns 925,100' 698,520 100, 580 © 126,000 3.6 7.5 16.8
200 to $399..... . 1,557,060 1,317,760 188,360 105,940 6.8 9.9 14,1
B400 £0 $599. .. uiinnnnnaiiiiniinneiiiininni. 1,723,620 1,509,220 134,760 79,640 7.7 10.0 10.6
600 £0 $799. 0 uiuieunsirenronnsriannrnan 1,887,560 1,666,240 151,380 69,940 8.5 11.8 9.3
BBO0 £0 $999. v eeeerenrtarniriniisnnrrraenanae 1,704,680 1,528,280 128,020 48,380 7.8 9.5 6.4
1,000 £0 $1,1990 0 c0nieriatreniirecninnrannens 1,747,100 1,585,680 112,140 49,280 8.1. 8.3 6.6
1,200 £0 $1,899. 0 iuivriirrinaiionnrriinaens 1,911,680 1,758,540 106,140 47,000 9.0 7.9 6.3
1,400 £0 $1,599. 0 c0unraresennrnrarirnrraness 1,739,840 1,617,320 84,840 87,180 8.8 6.3 4.9
2,600 50 $1,999 00 1esnirnuiiiioiniiinenianis 2,550,760 2,397,100 115,280 38,380 12.8 8.6 5.1
2,000 to $2,49! - 2,393,860 2,185,800 102,580 . 45,480 1.2 7.6 8.1
2,500 to §2,99! 1,248,740 1,164,580 57,780 21,880 6.0 4.9 2.8
3,000 to $4,99 . 1,745,320 1,621,940 86,520 36,860 8.8 6.4 4.9
5,000 and over., 545,980 468,500 81,420 45,660 2.4 2.8 6.1
Hedian..vouunrnsisiianecsnrsersas.{doldars)., 1,382 1,365 1,048 - 788 - - -
S 28,010,540 20,580, 680 1,484,000 5,945,860 100.0 100.0 100.0
WLLhoub Obher 1MSOME..ssssvuessrsssnasseorens 15,808,920 |- 14,485,180 247,300 1,071,440 70.4 . 16.7 18,0
With other 4ncomed..vusivevsesnarnsensseennss 12,206,620 6,095,500 1,286,700 4,874,420 29.6 83,8 82.0

1 Includes statistics for families for whom the receipt or nonreceipt of other income
-

Femilies with all workers wage or salary workers are the
class for which the data on wage or salary income are the mosi
significant and the most reliable. Since wages or salaries
represented the normal type of compensation -of wage or salary
workers, there was llkely to bé less confusion on the part of
the enumerator between income from wages or salarles and income

from nonwage sources for these workers than for own-account and
other workers.

CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILY HEAD

Cne person in each famlly was designated inthe 1940 census
as the famlly head, being in general the person regarded as the
head by members of the family. The number of heads of* Tamilies
1s, therefore, equal to the number of families. The head of a
private family 1s usually a married man and the chief bread-
winner or "economic head" of the family. In some cases, how-
ever, the head 1s a parent of the chief earner or is the only
adult member of the household.

The Income statistics 1in this report are shown in combi-
nation with certain personal and economic cheracteristics of
the family head, including color, age, sex, marital status, em-
ployment status, and major occupation group.

Color of head.— Because of the differences 1n economic
status between white and nonwhite familles, the income data for
the South are shown separately for families with white and non-
white heads. Nonwhites include Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Jap-
anese, and other nonwhite races. Ninety-nine percent of the

in 1989 waz not reported.

nonwhite population in the South consists of Negroes. Persons
of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not definitely Indlan or
of other nomwhite race were returned as white in 1940.

The statistics 1n this report are not shown by color of
the head for the reglons other than the South because of thelr
relatively small nonwhite population.

Age of head.— The age classirlcation is based on the age
of the famlly head at his last birthday before April 1, 1840,
that 1s, age in completed years.

sex_and marital status of head.— In the classification of
families by sex and marital status of the head, three groups
are shown: (a) Familles with male head, marriled, wife present;
(b) families with male head, other marital status; and (c) fam-
11ies with female head. ) :

‘A male head was classitied as "married, wife present' Iif
his wife was reported as a member of the household in which he
was enumerated. Families with "male head, other marital status"
include those 1in which the head was single, wildowed, or di-
vorced, and those inwhich the head was married but his wife was
not enumerated in the same household. This last group includes
married heads whose famllies had been broken by separation
(often preceding divorce), Iimmigrants whose wives were abroad,
husbands of women enumerated as inmates of institutions, and
other married male heads whose usual place of residence was not
‘the same as that of their wives.

Familles with female heads are, for the most part, those
in which the head is a widow. They Iinclude also familles 1in
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which the head is & single or divorced woman or a married woman
with husband absent from the household. Females were not clas-
sified as heads of famlilies 1f their husbands were living in
the household at the time the census was teken.

Employment status of head.— In the classification by em-
ployment status of the famlily head, statistlcs are shown sepa-
rately for families in which the head was employed or seeking
work; on public emergency work; or not in the labor force dur-
ing the week of March 24 to 30, 1940. These categories are
defined below. .

Employed.— The group classified as employed includes per-
sons who worked for pay or profit at any time during the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, in private work or nonemergen-
cy Federal, State, or local government work, or assisted
without pay on a famlly farm or 1n a famlly business; and
persons not actually at work and not seeking work during the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, but with Jobs, businesses, or
professional enterprises from which they were temporarily
absent because of vacation, illness, industrial dispute, bad
weather, or layoff not exceeding four weeks with definite
ingtructions to return to work on a specific date. For con-
venience in terminology, the term "Employed" is used in this
report as equivalent to the term "Employed (except on public
emergency work)" in the publications preséenting data for in-
dividuals. ‘

Seeking work.— This category represents persons without
work of any sort in the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, who
were actlvely seeking work during that week.

On public emergency work.—This category includes persons
who, during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work
on, or assigned to, public emergency work projects conducted
by the Works Projects Administration (WPA), the Natlonal
Youth Administration (NYA), the Civilian Conservatlon Corps
(cec), or State or local work relief agencles. )

Not in labor force. This category includes persons en-
gaged in own home housework, those in school, those unable

to work, inmates of institutions, other persons not in the
labor force, &nd persons for whom employment status was not
reported.

The income data for familles with employed heads and for
tamilies with heads seeking work were not tabulated separately,
since the distinction between the two groups 1s based on activ-
ity during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, whereas the income
data refer to the calendar year 1939. Many heads who were seek-
ing work at the time of the census had been employed throughout
1939, and many of those who were employed at the time of the
census had worked only intermittently during 1939.

The income data for familles in which the head was on pub-
1ic emergency work are presented separately from the data for
families in which the head was engaged 1in private or nonemer-
gency government work, since both the wage rates and the amount
of employment of persons on public emergency work were deter-
mined by the policles of the various emergency wWork programs.
In interpreting these statistics, 1t should be remembered that
B considerable portion of the wage or salary income reported by
tamilies with heads on public emergency work during the census

week may have been derived from nonemergency employment during
1939, Conversely, the data for other families I1nclude some
Yages or salaries derived from public emergency work during
939. :

In the interpretation of the data for families with heads
on public emergency work, allowance must be made for the mis-
classification in the census returns of considerable numbers of
public emergency workers. Among the factors that were respon-
sible for the misclassification were confusion on the part of
the enumerators and respondents regarding the classlflcatlon of
certain types of public emergency work, and reluctance on the
part of some persons to report that they were on emergency work.
The most common type of misclassitication was the reporting of
emergency workers as "employed."

. Major occupation group of head.— Families 1n which the
head was employed or seeking work are further classified by
major occupation group of head. For employed workers the occu~
pation designations refer to the current Job during the week of
March 24 to 30, 1940; for experienced workers seeking work,
they refer to the last Job of one month or more.

The nine major occupation groups shown here are a modifi~
cation of the eleven principal subdivisions .of the 451 occupa-
tion titles used in the 1940 census. The occupatlons included
in each of the major groups are listed in the tables on occupa-
tion presented in Volume III of the Sixteenth Census Reports on
Population, entitled "The Labor Force."

COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS
AND COMPLETE COUNT

The statistics shown 1in this report are.based on tabula-
tions of a sample of familles, ldentifled as Sample D. 1In cer-
tain portions of the areas shown, & 2%-percent semple was used
(multipiied by a uniform factor of 40), and elsewhere a S-per-
cent sample was used (multiplied by a uniform factor of 20).

Exact agreement is not to be expected between the tabula-
tions of the sample and the corresponding tabulatlons of a com-
plete count, but the sample data nevertheless 1ndicate the
relationships among the various characteristics involved. Wlth
regard to the individual numbers in +the tables, comparisons
tmus far made with figures obtalnable also from the complete
count indicate that 95 percent of the numbers above 25,000 will
differ from those avallable from the complete count Dy less
than 5 percent, 95 percent of those between 10,000 and 25,000
will differ by less than 10 percent, and 95 percent of those
petween 2,500 and 10,000 will differ by less than 20 percent.
Somewhat larger variations msy occur in the case of numbers be-
low 2,500, but even here the majority of the differences are
less than 15 percent.

In a forthcoming technical report there will be a detalled
exposition of the sampling method, descriptions of the various
samples that were taken, and comparisons between the samples
and complete count. The purpose of the report will be o
assist in evaluating the data that are published on the basis
of the samples. :
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