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* FOREWORD

This report presents statistics showing the r&iﬁtionahip vetween edu-
cational attalnment, a8 measured by highest grade of school completed,
and subsequent social-economic status, as indleated by tenure and rental
value of the home, empléyment status, major occupation group, wage or sal-
ary income in 1939, apd marital status, It is baged on tabulatliomns of a
5-percent sample of the population returns for native wihlie and Negro per-
gons 18 to 64 years old. Work on this subject was lald uside during the
war because of shortage of manpower and pressure for other types of sta-
tistics. However, the data ars now being made availuble by remson of the
widespread interest 'in statistics on educational attainment and repeated
requests currently coming from many quartsrs.

This report was prepared by Joel Williams, under the supervision of
Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief, Population Division, Howard G. Erunsman,
Assistant Chief, and Dr. Henry 5. Shryock, Jr., Chief of General FPopula-
tion Statistics. The seampling procedures were uander the directlion of
Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathemstical Adviser.
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
AND MARITAL STATUS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

This report presents statistics on the seducational attain-
ment of the native white and Negro population 1B to. 84 years
old by tenure and rental value of home, smpioyment status,
mjor ctcupation group, wage or. salary Income in 1838, and
marital status, These tabulations are based on a five-percent
sample of returns of the Sixteenth Decennial Census of Popule~
tion, taken as of April 1, 1840 Statistics are presented for
wrban and rural areas of the United States and three reglons.

These statistics show the relationship betwsen education,
as meagured by years of school completed, and subsequent
social~econumic status, as measured by tenure and rental value
of home, employment status, major occupation group, and wage
or salary income 1in 1939, One may eXamins, for example, the
relative sconomic "success" of college graduates as compared
with those who have gone through high school or grade school
only, the amount of formal education customary among persons
in each broad occupational group, and the incldence of unom-
ployment according to educational attainment. Furthermore,
one may study the relative proportion of bachelors and spin-
sters at the various pducational levels and the incidence of
divorce and widowhood, All these relationships may be' seen
separately at selected ages and 1In the different types of
residential areas.

Related reports.—Detalled statistics for smaller areas
on the educational attainment of the population based on
completa tabulations of the census returns are presented in
Valumes TI and IV of the Sixtéknth Census Reports on Population
and the special reports, "Internal Migration, 19835 to 1940~
Soclel Characteristics of Migrants" and ‘“Characteristics of
the Horwhite Population by Racse." Additlonal statistics on the
educational attainment of aduits, based on sample tabulations,
ara presented in the following reports:

The Labor roros (Sample Siatistios)—Employment and
Family Characteristics of Women

The Labor Foroe (Sample Stotistios)— Ocoupational
Charaoteristios i

Yorilies—General Characteristics

Fomilies—Types of Families

Differential Fertility, 1940 and 1910—Fomen by Kua-
ber of Children Under Five lears Old

Differential Fertility, 1940 ond 1910—Womsn by Nus-
ber of Children Ever Born

Differential Fertility, 1940 ond lglo—tcrtility by
Duration of Marriage

Nativity and Parentage of the
@Genaral Charactaristios

This 18 the second of two reports presenting detaliled mample
statistics on education cross-classified with varlous other
characteristics. The data 1in-this publicationm for the adult
population 18 to B4 years old supplement the statistics of tne
firat report which concerned the population 7 to 17 years old.
The first publication, entitled "Educational Attalnment of
Children by Rental Value of Home," presents statistlcs of native
white and Negro children by monthly rental value of homs, for
urban and rural-nonfarm areas of the United States, by raglons.
In broad terms, this earlier ™ report dealt with the effect of
the economlc status of the parents upon their children's edu-
cational attalnment, whereas the present report 1s cenvarned
with the relationship of the person's own educaticnal bk
ground to his subsequent ecomomic and marital history.

B ———

Ms 1940 Populstion Census schedule s reprodused in part 1 ef
Volume IV of the #ixtesnth Census Reporte on Population, with s mote
indieating the method of selecting the Cive-persent mample of the
zggulmim. The instructions +o enumerators are alpo reprodussd in

8 valyme.

Fhite Population—

Availability of unpublished date,-—Ths statist
sented in thls report fopr persoms 18 1o B4 yearsm o
also been tatulated for children 14 ang 15 yeurs ang
years old, The data whlsh are shown  £or reglond
areg alsc avallavle for urban and rursl parte of region
not publizhed in all cages. Blatistics for degroes, which are
shown in thiz report only for those areas in whigh Lthey cone
stitute a substantlal proportisn of the totsl population, are
avallavlie alss for the other tebulsallon areas. All tabulations
made for urban areas are avallable by clty size. However,
thess subdivisions are publizhed ouly for aslected Characlers
isties 1 this report.

Such of the unpublished flgures os are
can be obtalned upon redusst Tor the oo
reproducing them. Reguests for  un, 3
dressed to the DMrector of the Cenyus, Washing
will recelve & prompt reply including arn entlne
of preparing the data.

28 pre-

1

DEFINITIONS OF TEHME AND EXrLANATIE

Urben and rural areas,—Urtan  popualation, a8 defined oy
the Bureay of the Censu®, lg, I generel, thaY® realding in cli-
ieg and other Incorperated plages naving 2,500 lnhabitay :
more. The wrhen areas are furtner subdivided into groups of
places claseified according o BlZe, az follows: Clties of
250,000 {nhabliants or move, urtan places of 5,000 o 250,000,
and urban places of 2,500 to 2B,000. Ths reamsinder of the
population 1z classified as rural andis subdivided Inlp rural-
nonfarm and rursal-farm population om Lhe tasis of tarm resl-
dence, without regard to cocoupation.

Race, parentege, and nativity.—Tnlz report iz limited
£0 the pmative white and Negro population. Statistics have not
bean tabulzted for forelgn-bora white persons ur [Or HErasons
ot cther races. & perpgon Dorm in The Unlted Blates o in any
of 138 cutlying territories or poegeszions 19 counted B8 natlve.

e mative white population hwmd been subdlvided, by parent-
age, 1lnte two groups: (1) Metlve perentage [(Loth parsats Hors
1n the Imited Btates or lm oublving poosessliong! and (2) fore
sl or mixed parentage (9am or oLk parents forelgn born ).

Age and sex.—{lassificatlions by age and sex are shown in
all of the tables in this peport. The ape olassiflcation 18
based on the sge of the person at his last birihday befors the
date Of the census, that 18, the age of lhe person in completed
years,

Tenure.—Statizties on tenurs of home are pertlaent only
to persons 1lving in private hougenolls and related 14 the heoad
of the hpuserold. An imividus) wes clmapified am llviag in an
Soumed” dwelling unit 1€ the dwelling unilt  socupled wan owoed
wholly or in part by the head of his fawlly or by swme related
menper of hiz family living In tbe dwelling ualt, An L] wid-
el was clavelfied as living lna "rented” dwellimg wniv 1f the
weps val  actunlly rented by the beed of Lhe hewgehold or oy
sume relatesd pevber of fapily livimg in the home. Peranond
reulding in rent-fres Sarters or in llving actomaodations
which were renelived in paymant for service parforasd were alsn
included @8 MiTing in "rented” dwelling uniis,

Pre clasgiflcation “tenure not reported vomprises related
members of private housenolds (n homes not repsrting tenure,
persons in private housebolds not related o the hovsehold
nemd, and all persons not In private househnlds.

Monthly rental value ol home.—The momthly rental data
are based om the reported contract remt of the tenmnt-pooupied
awellimg wnite and the extigated rental value of owner-cofupled




7 EDUCATION

homes. Lodgers, servants, and other persons in private house-
holds who were not related to the household head, as well as
persons 1living in hotels,  lodginshouses, institutions, ete.,
are not classifled, according to rental value of home, because
the rent of the piace where they lived is not a reliable indi-
catlon of the economic status of such persons., For rural-farm
areas, the data on monthly rental value of hdme are not entirely
satisfactory becaugse of the difficulty in separating the value
or rent of the farmhouse from that of the rest of the farm
praoperty: statlistics showing rental value of home are therafore
restricted to persons residing In urban and rural-nonfarm areas.

Employment status.-—In the 1840 Census of Population, per-
sons 14 ysars old and over were classified on the basis of
their activity during the census week of March 24 to 30, 1840,
into two large groups: (a) Persons in the labor rforce, Includ-
ing those at work for pay or profit or at unpaid family work
during the census week; those with a Job or business from which
they were temporarily absent; those on public emergency work;
and those not at work but actively sseking work during the
census week; and (b) persons not in the labor force. The lat—
ter group iIncludes persons reported as engaged in own home
hougework, in school, or unable to work; othsrs not employed,
not on public emergency work, nor seeking work; all Iinmates of
penal and mental institutlons and homes for the aged, infirm,
and needy, regardless of their activity during the census week;
and persons for whom employment status was not reported.

In addition, statistics {or persona in the labor force are
shown separately for (1) those who were employed and (2) those
who were seeking work or on public emergency work. In several
of the previously published reports, pasrsons ¢h public emer-
gency work were combined with those geeking work to form the
category "Unemployed."

Ma Jor occupation group.-—The statistics presented In this
report on major occupation group, are limited to persons at
work or with a . jJob during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940.

- In classifying occupation returns for 1940, the Bureau of
the Census used a classification system with 4851 occupation
titles. The major occupation groups shown 1in this report are
the principal subdivisions in this classification system. The
spsclfic occupations included 1n each major group are 1listed
in the tables on occupation presented in Volume III of the
Sixteenth Census Reports on Population, entitled ™rhe Labor
Force" or In any third series. Population bulletin. '

Wage or salary income and receipt of other income in
1939.—1In 1940, inquiries concerning income were made for the
first time In the history « of tha Population census. The fol-
lowing information was obtained:

1, The amount of money wage or salary.income received in
1939. (Parsons who received salaries over $6,000 were required
only to report that they received more than that amount. )

2. Whether income amounting to $50 or more was received in
1932 from sources other than money wages or Salaries.

Wage or salary income.—Wage or salary income, as deflinaed
for the 1940 census; includes all money recelved  in 1939 in
compensation for . work or services performed as employees, in-
cluding commissions, tips, plece-rate payments, bonuses, etc.,
a8 well as recelipts commonly referred to as wages or salaries.
The value of income recelved in kind, such as living quarters,’
meals, clothing, stc., 15 not included.

The enumerators were instructsd to enter 0" for a person
who had no wage or.salary income in 1939. As a precaution
agalnst inconsistent.entries,. the following itums were listed
in the instructions ta enumerators as types of income to be
excluded from wage or salary income: (1) Barnings of business~
men, farmers, or professional persons derived . from business
profits, sale of crops, or fees; (2) sums received as unemploy-
ment compensation; (3) direect relief or charity; (4) Lncome in
kKind, such asliving quarters, meals, and supplies, even though
raceived as payment for work peiiormed; (8) r‘elmbursemaM for
travel expenses; and (6) income from an other source specifi-

~cally listed below as a source of other income.

Recelpt of other income.-—other income inecludes all in-

‘come other than money wages or salaries, such as Iincome from

rocmers or bearders, business profits, professional fees, in-
come in kind, recetpts from the sale 'of farm products, rents,

Interest, dividends, unemployment compensation, direct relief,
old-ape assistance, pensions, annuities, royalties, and regular
contributions from persons other than meibers of the Immediate
family. Other income does not include receipts in the form of
lump-sum insurance settlements, occaslonal clfts of goods
money, inheritances, receipts or profits rfrom ‘the ~ sale of
properties,' or relmbursements for travel expenses.

In the present report, statistics for persons for whon
the recelpt or nonreceipt of other income was not reported are
combined with those for persons with other income of &0 or
more. This procedure was followed 1in order to prevent the
statistics on wage or salary 1income for persons primarily de-
pendent upon such income from belns affected by the Inclusion
of any persons who may haverhad more than fLO of fncome fram
nonvage sources,

Marita}l status.—In the classification by marital status,
four major groups are shown: Single, narried, widowed, and
tdivorced. These terms refer to marital status at the time the
census was taken.

Persons classified as "married” comprise Loth those who have
been married only once and thosée who remarrled after belng di-
verced or widowed., Since It is possible that some divorcet
persons”are reported as single, married, or widowed, the census
returns doubtless understate somewhat the actual numbsr of
divorced persons who have not remarried. )

The catepory "married" 1s further - divided Into "married,
spouse present” and ‘"merried, spouse absent." A person was
classified as "married, spouge present” 1f the person's husband
or wife was roported as a member of the household In which tha
person was enurerated. The group "married, spouse absent"
consists ol married persons whose spouses were not llving in
the same household at the tlme of the census.

Highest grade of school completed.-—In 1940 the census,
for the first time, included a question on the formal educa-
tional attainment of each person. The questlion on the schaduls
asked for the last full grade that the person had complated in
the regular school system-—public, private, or parochlal school,
college or university.

There 18 evidence that In the 1v40 census some persons ovar-
stated the amount of formal schooling completed. The following
conditions, all of whicH tend toward an upward blas, may have
been involved in some cases:

1. Persons who left school in the middle of a Lrade re~

ported that they had completed that grade.

2. Years of education received in business colleres, t.rade
ahd vocatlonal schools, stc,, were included.

3. The translation of" education in unpraded schools or in
Torelgn countries to the squlvalent grade in the American
gchool system was too lliberal.

4. There was some exaggeration of educational attalnment.

COMPARISON BETWEEY RESULTS OF SAVPLE TABULATIUNS
AWD COMPLETE CUUNT

The statistles shown in this report are based on tabulatlions
of a five-percent sample of the 1940 census returns, multiplled
uniformly by 20. Exact agreement 1s not to bs sxpected betwsen
the tabulations of a sample and the corresponding tabulatlons
of a complets count, but the sample data nevertheless Indlicuts
the relationships among the varlous characterlstles involved.
With regard to the Individual numbers in the tubles, comparl-
sons thus far made with the figures cbtainable also from the
complete count Indicate that 6. percent of the numbers above
10,000 will differ from those avallable from the complete count

. by less than § pe'rcent 95 percent of those betwesn &L,000 and

10,000 will differ by less ‘than 10 percent, and 9% psrcent of
those between 2,U00 and 5,000 will differ by less than 20 per-
cent. Somewhat larger variagions may be expected in numbers
nelow 2,006, but even heve the majority of the differences are
“ess than 1§ percent, alth ugh much larger differences occa-
sionally occur,

Table I presents a comg-i'lson of figures from the sample
tabulations and those from the compl<fs count for nativa white
and Negro persons 18 to 64 years old in the Unlted States, by
age and sex, and table II presents a similar comparison far
these groups in urbdn and rural areas.
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Table I.—~COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND COMPLETE COUNT FOR THE NATIVE WHITE AND NEGRO
POPULATION 18 TO B4 YEARS OLD, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1840

w

{Poraent not shown where less than 0,1)

NATIVE WHITE N NEGRO
Excess of sample Brecsa of sample
5 AQE AND SEX X Basod on Hased on over complete aount Baced op nased on over camploto eount
. aonpleto B-porosnt Poresnt sompleta G~poroont Percent
. . aount aanplo Amount of com= sount asnple Anount of gom-
plote gount . pleto count .
18 anA 19 YOOTBraessnerranrerenyrocerrosassnrntorssroraseracninnnss]| 4,378,434 4,38), 260 «£, 806 40,1 Bat, 3% 817,980 -6, 595 “l.8
20 B0 B4 YEBEIBieuastuieneranirernerarontnensiress Cevesssenens 10,180,640 | 10,143,260 +12, 640 +0,1 | 1,195,027 1,186,540 -8, 867 -0.7
26 £0 29 YOADB . huenivenreaviseosieriaiirattniitrrssesvirecnistenseel 6,479,004 9,480,460 +9,466 +0,1] 1,145,084 1,1az,280 -13,004 ~1.l
G0 £0 B4 YFBATHueveesreroesnennsrsonrsosrnasssssrscrtrrrrsrassrscranes| 8,497,387 8,504,700 47,818 0,1 992,879 986,060 ~6,799 -0,7
i 85 to 44 yeurm. vevesel 14,140,298 | 14,240,940 +99,668 +0,7] 1,800,959 1,784,000 ~16,108 ~0.9
i AB £0 B4 YBEMBi(aiieiieiriennarin 11,143,600 | 11,198,620 186,080 10,5 | 1,248,242 1,196,860 ~48, 308 -8.7
58 7,455,913 7,602,080 | = 446,167 0.6 693,128 227,100 +33,977 +4,9
2,187,798 2,188,000 | +802 - 249,168 PAB,040 -3, 22 -1.3
6,004,785 4,995,880 -18, 845 0,4 560,193 46,760 ~8,488 -0,6
.] 4,698,360 4,705,120 +G, 764 +0.1 529,813 623,060 ~8,6563 -1.8
teerevreirnieeeeriesnss| 4,090,828 4,247,020 +16,898 40,4 467,887 466,020 1,867 “0.,4
vervevetevasasenyares] 7,008,618 7,104,420 +71.,B08 +1,0 862,808 | . 853,060 -9,748 -1
5,694,033 5,642,800 +48, B62 +0.9 681,57 892,780 ~38,691 ~6.1
BB £0 B4 YOUTO: cavusvorssnsarsssarraarasnsresirersarssssnesersarcsnel 8,718,360 9,748,400 +0£9,049 0.8 361,460 400,180 +38, 656 +10,7
FEMALR
15 BNA 19 YOATE. ¢ eeturrrrcanrrrrrnrosarrnsretosssrarrriosassorsraoce| 8,190,888 8,193, 860, v2,6024 +0,1 296,889 278,140 ~8,088 -1
B0 50 B4 JOAT..uastiverenatsrinararnterarnsiisessiosiinvaeenresesas) 6,116,915 5,147,400 +31.,488 +Q.8 648,034 689,680 -6,484 ~0.8
B 0 B9 YOAIOu 1y teriiareanarieironsenrnarosisiattosnrerisnerrenanes| 4,781,628 4,784,340 | . 2,708 10,1 615,671 609,220 ~6,451 -1.0
80 10 B4 FOATH1euretrrsnrnetrrniventasisserearsneriarsairavssnsersse 4,867,068 4,067,460 ~9,888 -0,8 504,998 520,080 -4, 932 0,9
3 Sriaamreanse 7,078, 666 7,106,520 +27,864 40,4 998,181 981,760 ~6, 061 0.7
45 6,549,607 5,566, 320 +6,768 0,1 611,871 §04,080 ~7,791 ~1.3
BB 10 64 ¥OATB.uuresnvanrvarrrontsriniriarrsinsarsrersisresnrereersel 3,742,868 3,759,680 +17,118 +0,8 481,858 484,980 -4, 678 ~l.4
' Table II.-—-COMPARISPN BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AWD COMFLETE COUNT FOR THE NATIVE WHITE /ND NEGRO
POPULATION 18 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1840
: . NATIVE WHITE NEGRO
L Exoogs of sample Exoess of sample
: W-%AE?IWOE Based_on Tased on . over complate ‘acunt Based on Baoed on ovar somplats oount
compléte 5~-peroant Porcent complete f-porcent Paroent
oount sanple fmpunt of gom- sount swiple Anount of gom~
plate count plete count
UNITED STATES
i A8 ANE 19 YOUTE v errvrennnnsrnsesirrneenrsorseasaoersniorssnisveces| 4,878,434 [ 4,081,260 +2,826 40,1 524,876 117,980 -6,396 “1,2
- 20 to 24 yeers.. Ceadesean eriaaanress vrerereessioreeneal 10,180,640 10,148,280 +18,640 +0,1 1 1,195,287 1,188,840 -8,837 -G,7
; 25 O BY YOAYS. ey evituiirarsrraeniintancontairrrianteitraeavess 9,479,994 9,489,460 +9,466 +0.1| 1,148,284 1,182,280 19,004 «1.1
90 0 84 JeArSesscvinarrvesrorssanrsieinnanes 8,497,887 8,504,700 +7,813 +0,1 992,879 988,080 -6,79¢% -0,7
85 0 44 FEOYBu i eaircttniirenrrraersiranne 14,141, 276 14, 240,940 +99,6062 +0,7 [ 1,800,929 1,784,820 -16,109 ~G.9
4B 60 B4 YORTH.esseesssrastatsvessirissanes weitrivnenenienesso| 11,148,690 | 11,198,680 466,000 40,5 | 1,248,248 1,196,860 -46,%02] * -8,7
BB £0 64 YOar8..ciiisnrrrviveevesanttipenssiraritesiiiasarassvanessy 7,455,918 7,608, 080 +46,167 +0.6 899,183 787,100 433,977 +4,9
URBAN
18 and l§ FBATB, eovrarrvascantnrrrasisausrastsarsarirsorsscrssnaness| 2,415,089 2,418,820 +9,8061 40,1 289,780 287,100 2,680 ~1.1
B0 L0 BA YOArH.civsirtieirriirarsarra, ) 5,990,082 8,004,860 +14,468 40,2 674,766 570,840 3,986 Q.7
BE 0 2Y YOAPA. aveerrrssosatssansrinnosnsrsiiirionsssins B,"20,006 5,788,220 +8,124 0,1 651,258 624,680 8,878 1.1
B0 £0 84 YOAIB.avvievircasrrrrrasarroraantrarritesstartarsriirassss 5,000,100 5,084,820 ~-3,87L ~0. L BBE, AT 575,980 -5, 867 ~1.1
35 to 44 yoars. Cerere et tarasatveta e aerrabe B, 005, 54k 8,364,880 +56, 876 +0,7] 1,086,096 1,087,680 -18,418 ~1.7
45 0 B4 YOATB«conisrrirarans e aenrenurar e r e s ien §,4110,088 6,388,450 +43,437 0,7 696,098 652, 200 ~42,888 -6.8
BB t0 B4 FOAPAu.veutsrenastoterranenraarresiraesesossrsatsairerascesl 4 001,967 4,086,760 +84,803 +0.9 950,868 384, 200 +30, 388 +8.B
. RURAL-NONFARM
18 ANE 12 FORYBeerrrarenarnanes ceiriertisesanerainavasy| 897,751 908,180 +10,869 +1.2 85,967 85,140 ] -1,0
2,078,386 2,008,560 8,204 +0.4 £UB, 681 205 , 200 ~1,481 ~0.7
2,046,358 2,069,460 +18,108 +0.6| - 195,616 191,780 ~3,088 -2,0
B4 YOATBy o trerieaoyrans ferserisirariratessessirarenes] 1,064,080 1,897,540 +18,611 +0.7 161,858 159,680 -1,678 -1,0
85 t0 44 YOATH.vasisusenarnrerasiesiinaseariastnctscrseatstassseses| 8,000,668 3,048,160 +82,607 +1.1 278,608 874,880 ~1,122 0.4
ABE £0 BA FBAH. e vrveersnrennarnensiossersnsenihavsissionriarses 2,268,148 2,168,880 +15, 788 +0.,7 |, 198,485 ' 188,500 ~3,985 ~2,1
BE B0 64 YORFS..iuiiairiarareriinrsnisasnorerostrecrarsersrriiisares| 1,580,008 1,698,060 +16,058 *L.1 112,400 112,060 ~430 -0.4 -
RURAL-FARM
18 end 19yaaré..........................................,..-,...... 1,065,624 1,064,820 -10, 804 -1.0 208,678 205,740 -2,088 ~led
20 tO 24 yearS..evi..... o h s taaareranaanbareerraniseesacaeriacrvens]| B,066,228| ° £,066,1680 ~10,068 -0.5 418,780 410,300 -8,480 ~0.8
25 £0. 29 YBAIS..tviueuserrrqreernsieaiesrnannnonasssrsisieonrsnasansl 1,718,646 | 11,706,780 ~6,766 ~0.4 918,417 815,920 -2,487 -0.8
80 to 94 year®s...iy.evee 1,624,367 1,528,040 -1,827 ~0.1 A9, 974 260,420 +1,044 0ok
2,802,081 £,813,060 +11,879 0.4 439,820 443,760 +9,431 +0.8
. 2,568,419 2,661,880 © ~-4,139 ~0,8 954,718 965,160 + 442 +0.1
BE 0 64 YOArA..vsivnsteineiniiasitiiasisrraseirsriissasrasiorsrnss] 1,878,948 1,867,260 -6,608 -0.4 289,768 250,840 +1,076 40,5
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