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FOREWORD

Sempling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sam-
Pling methods permitted the collection of gtatistics on a larger number of
inquiries than has heretofore been possible, +the release of preliminary
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many
social and economic characteristics of the population at a relatively low
cost.,

This report is based on the tabulation of samples of the census returns
and presents statistics on the characteristics of urban and rural-nonfarm
families and heads of families in relation to the tenure and monthly rent
of their dwelling units. The data provide a means for the analysis of the
characteristics of families at different economic levels as measured by
monthly rent. The report was prepared under the supervision of Dr. leon E.
Truesdell, Chief Statistician for ©Population, and Dr. A. Ross Eckler,
Assistant Chief Statistician, by Howard G. Brunsman, Chief of Housing Sta-
tistics, and Edward P. Staudt, Housing Analyst. The sampling procedures
were under the direction of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical Adviser.
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FAMILIES .
TENURE AND RENT

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

This report presents statlstics on the characteristics of ur-
ban and rural-nonfarm families and heads of families in relation
to the tenure and monthly rent of the dwelling units occupied by
the families. The statistics are based on the tabulation of a
sample of the returns of the Population and Housing Censuses,
taken as of April 1, 1940.* TFamilies are classified by size,
number of children under 21 years old, number of lodgers and
subfamilies, number of persons in the labor force, number of
employed workers, class-of-worker composition, family employ-
ment status, famlly wage or salary income, and receipt of other
income. Heads of families are shown by race, nativity, citizen-
ship, sex and marital status, age, employment status, major
occupation group, migration status, and residence of migrants
in 1935. Statlstlcs are presented for the Unlted States, for
the four regions, for the urban and rural-nonfarm parts of the
United States and regions, for citles of 1,000,000 inhabitants
or more, and for metropolitan districts of 5C0,000 inhabltants
or more.

Related reports on families. — This is one of a series of re-
ports presenting statistics for families, based on the tabula-
tion of a sample of the returns of the 1940 Censuses of Housing
and Population. The specific titles of other reports in the
series, and a brief summary of the subjects covered, are glven
below.?

Income and Rent:
ceipt of other income in 1939 are shown 1n thls report for
urban and rural-nonfarm families classified by tenure and
rent, and cross-classified by housing characteristics, family
characteristics, and characteristics of the head. Statistlcs
are presented for reglons and metropolitan districts of
1,000,000 or more.

Family Wage or Salary Income in 1939: Statlstics on wage
or salary income and recelpt of other income in 1939, for
ramilies classified by characteristics of the famlly and of
the head, are shown for reglons and for cities of 1,000,000
or more.

General Characteristics: Characteristics of familles and
of famlly heads for States, c¢itles of 100,000 or more, and
metropolitan districts of 200,000 or more, are presented in
thls report. Heads of famllles are shown by race, nativity,
parentage, cltizenship, sex, marital status, asge, highest
grade of school completed, migration status and 1935 resi-
dence, employment status, and major occupation group. Fam-
ilies are classified according tc tenure, size, number of
children, labor force status of children 14 to 17 years old,
number of lodgers and subfamilies, family employment status,
elass-of-worker composition, and famlly wage or salary income

in 1939. Statistics for quasi households, such as institu-
tions, hotels, and lodging houses, are also shown In this
report.

Characteristics of Rural-farm Families: Rural-farm fam-
1iies are classified by tenure, occupatlon of the head, and
in some cases by value or rent, and cross-classified by se-

1 The 1940 Population Census schedule is reproduced in Part 1 ofVol-
ume III and Part 1 of Volume IV of the Sixteenth Census Reports on
Population. The 1940 Housing Census schedules are reproduced in Part
1 of Volume II of the Sixteenth Census Reports on Housing. The cor-
responding instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in these
volumes.

2 At the time this report goes to press (May 1943) these reports are
in various stages of completion, &and the titles and contents may be
somewhat altered before publication.

Data on wage or salary income and re-.

lected housing characteristics, family characteristics and

characteristics of the head. Ctatisties are presented for

regions and geographic divisions.

Types of Families: Characteristics of familles by fam-
ily type, +that is, by sex and marital status of head, and
number of children, are presented in this report by age of
head and other characteristics of the head &nd of the fam-
ily. Statistics are shown for regions and for cities of
1,000,000 or more.

Employment Status: Data for fami lzs by number and em-
ployment status of persons in the lebor force, by character-
igtics of the family and of the family head, are presented in
this report for reglons and for cities of 1,000,000 or more.

Size of Family and Age of Head: Characteristics of fam-
ilies and of famlly heads, by type and size of family and
age of head, are presented in this report for reglons and
for clities of 1,000,000 or more.

Related reports on population and housing.— Volumes I, II,
and III of the Reports on Housing show statistics on tenure and
rent. Volume I, entitled "Data Tor Small Arees," presents lim-
ited housing data, including number of occupled dwelllng units
by tenure, and average monthly rent, for States, counties, in-
corporated places of 1,000 inhabitants .or more, minor civil
divisions, and metropolitan districts. Volume II, entitled "Gen-
eral Characteristics," presents statistics cr tenure, value or
monthly rent, size of household, race of head, number of rooms,
housing facilities and equipment, and other charecteristice, for
States, countles, urban places, and metropolitan districte.
Volume III, entitled "Charucterlstics by Monthly Rent cr Value,"
presents statistics showing the relationship between rent or
value and housing characteristics such as type of structure,
age of dwelling unit, state of repalr and plumbing equipment,
number of rooms, size of household, race of heed, persons per
room, and housing facilities and equipment. Statistice in this
volume are presented for States, cities of 50,C0C inhablitants
or more, and metropollitan districts heving a central clity of
100,00C or more or & gross population of 150,000 or more.

Volume II of the Reports on Population, entitled "Character-
istics of the Populetion,” presents data on general porulation
characteristics and condensed labor force statistics for States,
counties, all urban places, and metropolitan districts. Volume
III of the Reports on Population, entitled "The Labor Force -
Occupation, Industry, Employment, and Income," gives mcre de-
tailed data on the labor force for States and for citles of
100,000 or more. Volume IV, entitled "Characteristice by Age -.
Marital Status, Relationship, Bducation, and Citizenship," deals
with general population characteristics for States and for cit-
ies of 50,000 or more, and presents data on marital status and
relationshir to head of nousehold as well as other data less
closely related to family characteristics. Other putlicaztions
will present characteristics of the mlgrant populaticr for
states and large citles.

Data from previous cencguses.— The number of nonfarm families
classified by tenure and value or rent was first published by
the Buresu of tre Census in Volume VI of the 1320 Pcpulation
reports. The report included statistics on charscteristics of
rafnilies and heads of families classifled by tenure but not by
value or rent. Family statistics were presented for each Stzte
by counties and for a1l incorporated places of 2,500 or more.

Arrangement of tables. — Tables are arranged by subject and
area; for each subject the table or tables presentins data for
the United States are followed Dy & table for regions, cltles,
and metropolitan districts.

Availability of unpublished deta.— Stetistics for r?gions,
cities of 1,000,000 or more ana metvropolitan districts of 500,000




2 FAMILIES, 1940

or more were tabuleted In the same detail as for the United
States. The data for families that migrated from urban places,
as shown in tables 18 and 19, were tabulated by size of place
in the following groups: 100,000 or more; 25,000 to 100,000;
10,000 to 25,000; and 2,500 to 10,000. Because of space
limitation the data were published in condensed form. The un-
published statistics, so far as the flgures are large enough to
be significant, can be made avallable upon request, for the cost
of transcribing or reproducing them. Requests for such statis-
tics, addressed to the Director of the Census, Washington, D. C.,
will recelve a prompt reply, which will include an estimate of
the cost of preparing the data.

DEFINITIONS OF TERVS AND EXPLANATIONS

Urban and rural areas.— Urban population, as defined by the
Bureau of the Census, 1s in general that residing in cities and
other incerporated places having 2,500 inhabitants ormore. The
remainder of the pepulation is classified as rural, and is sub-
divided into the rural-farm populatlon, which comprises all ru-
ral residents living on farms, and the rural-nonfarm population,
which comprises the remaining rural population. In the present
report figures are restricted to families in urban and rural-
nonfarm areas. (For further details on the urban-rural clas-
sification, see Population, Volume I, entitled "Number of
Inhabitants.")

Metropoliten districts.— A metropolitan district has been
set up for use in the 1940 Censuses of Population and Housing
in connecticn with each clty of 50,000 or more, two or more
such citles sometimes belng in-one district. The general plan
is to include in the district, 1in addition to the central city
or cltles, 811 adjacent and contiguous minor civil divisions or
incorporated plzces having a population of 150 or more per
square mile. In some metropolitan districts a few less densely
populated contisuous divisions are included on the basis of
speclal gualirications. A metropolitan district is thus not a
politicsl unit but rather an area including all the thickly
settled territory in and around & city or group of citles. It
tends to be & more or less Integrated area with common economic,
social, and, often, administrative interests. In the present
report, statistics are shown for urban and rural-nonfarm areas
in each of the 22 metropolitan districts of 500,000 inhabitants
or more.

Family, private household, and occupied dwelling unit.— The
term "ranily," as defined in the 1940, 1830, and 1500 censuses,
Is limited tc private famllies and excludes the small number
{about 80,000) of institutions and other guasl households which
were counted as familles 1n the other censuses since 1850, A
private family comprises a famlly head and all other persons in
the home who are related to the head by blood, marriage, or
adoption, and who live together and share common housekeeping
arrangements. A person llving alone is counted as a one-person
private family. A head sharing his living accommodations with
one or more unrelated persons 1s also counted as a one-person
privete family. A group of related persons residing permanent-
1y or for an indefinite period in an apsrtment hotel 1is counted
a8 g private family.

The term "private household” is used in the 1940 Population
Census to Include the related family members (who constitute
tre privete family) and the lodgers, servants, or hired hands,
ir any, who regularly lived in the home. Thus, the number of
privete households 1s the same as the number of private fam-
ilies, but tre totel number of persons 1h private households
includes some individusls who are not members of private fam-
ilies., A family group reporting more than 10 lodgers is clas-
sified &s & quasi household (specifically, as a lodging house)
rather than as a private family or private household. Statis-
tics on the number of private households for States and cities
o 50,000 or more are shown 1n the tables on relationship o
nesd of household in Volume IV of the Reports on Population.

) An "orcupled dwelling unit,” as the term is used in the 1940
tousing Census, 1s the 1living quarters occupied by one house-
hold.  An occupled dwellinz unit may be a detached house: a
Lenement, flat, or apariment in a larger building (an apartﬁxent
house, en apartment hotel, or a section of a hotel devoted en-
tirely to apertment rather than to transient use); a room in a
structure primarily devoted to business or other nonresidential
PUrpoEeE; or & tourdst eabin, trailer, railroad car, boat, tent

etc., 1f cccuplied by persons having no other place of residence:
. The number of occupled dwelllng units obtained from the Hous-
ing census s approximately the same as the number of private
familles obiained from the Population census,  About 115,000
fzmilies vere enumerated szt some place other th £ :

milte r an thelr usual
place of rezidence; these were counted as oprivate families,

though thelr living quarters were not included in the classifi-
cation of occupled dwelling units. On the other hand there
were about 20,000 households with more than 10 lodgers whose
quarters were included as occupled dwelling units, +though the
households were not classified as private familles, but rather
as lodging houses (quasi households). The 1living quarters of
all other classes of quasi households such as Institutlons,
schools, labor camps, military or naval posts, and the transient
population of hotels were excluded from the count of occupied
dwelling units. These differences between the number of private
familles and the number of occupled units are numerically minor
and partly offsetting.

Tenure.—Familles are classified by tenure into two groups:
Owner and tenant. A family is classifled as an owner family 1if
the dwelling unit occupled was owned wholly or in part by the
head of the family or by some related member of his ramily liv-
ing in the dwelllng unit. All other famillles are classified as
tenant famllles whether or not cash rent was actually pald for
the, living quarters. Families residing in rent-free quarters
or in living accommodations which were received in payment for
services performed are thus included with the tenant families.

Rent.— The rent data represent the reported contract rent of
tenant-occupied dwelling units and the estimated rental value
of owner-occupied dwelling units. For dwelling units for which
no money rent was pald, the estimated monthly rental value
based on the monthly rental pald for similar dwelling units in
the neighborhood was reported. )

Head of family.-— One person in each famlly was designated in
the 1940 census as the famlly head, being usually the person
regarded as head by the members of the family. The number of
heads 1is, therefore, equal to the number of familles. The head .
of a private family 1s usually a married man and the chief
breadwinner in the family. In some cases, however, the head 1s
a parent of the chief earner or 1s the only adult member of the
household.

Race.— Three major racial groups of ramily heads are distin-
guished in certain tables: White, Negro, and "Other races.™
Data for three of the '"other races,' the Indlan, Chinese, and
Japanese are shown separately for the United States, Persons
of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not definlitely Indian or
of other nornwhite race were returned as white in 1940.

For the South, statistics are presented separately for white
and nomwhite families, Families are classified as white or
nonwhite in accordance with the race of the head of the family.

Nativity and parentage. — In certain tables, white families
are classified according to the nativity and parentage of the
head. Whlte heads of families are divided into two fundamental
nativity groups, native and forelgn born. In this classifica-
tion by nativity, a person born in the United States or in any
of 1ts territories or possessions 1s counted as native. In the
classification by parentage, which 1s applied only to the na-
tive white population, there are three primary groups B&s
follows: (1) Native parentage (both parents born in the Unlted
States or in the outlying possessions); (2) forelgn parentage
(voth parents foreign born); and (3) mixed parentage (one par-
ent native and the other foreign born). Data for persons of
mixed parentage are not shown separately in this report.

Citizenship. — The foreign-born white heads of families are
classified as naturalized or allen. The allens are subdivided
into those having first papers--that is, having made formal
declaration of intention to become citizens of the United
States--and those not having first papers. In addition to the
citizen and alien categories, there 1s a third group made up of
foreign-born persons for whom no report on cltizenship was ob-
tained, designated ''citizenship not reported." Most of the heads
of families for whom no report on citizenship was obtained are
probably aliens.

Sex and marital status of head. — Data are presented by sex
of heed and by marital status of male heads. In addition data
iredpresented for the United States on marital status of female

eads.,

The statlistics on marital status of the ramily head refer to
the marital status at the time the census was taken. Heads of
families classified as "married" comprise both those who have
been married only once, and those who remarried after having
been divorced or widowed. Since it is probable that some di-
vorced persons are reported as married, widowed, or single, the
census returns doubtless understate somewhat the actual number
of divorced heads of famllies who have not remarried.

A male head was classified as "married, wife present," 1if
his wife was reported as a member of the household in which he
was enumerated. Females were not classified as heads of fam-
ilies 1f their husbands were 1living 1in the household & the
time the census was taken. A family with a male head, married,
wife present, is regarded as a "™mormal! family.
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The group "married, husband absent'" and the group ‘'married,
wife absent' consist of married heads whose husbands or wives
were not living in the same household at the time of the census.
These two groups include married heads whose families had been
broken by separation (often preceding divorce), immigrants whose
husbands or wives were abroad, husbands or wives of persons
enumerated as inmates of Instltutions, and other married heaas
whose usual place of residence was not the same as that of
their husbands or wlves, including soldlers, sailors, men in
labor camps, etc., and their wives.

Age of head.-— The age classification is based on the age of
the person at his last birthday before April 1, 1940, that is,
the age in completed years.

Migration status and 1935 residence of head.-The 1940 census
included a serles of questlons designed to provide data on the
movement of the population during the five-year period between
April 1, 1935, and April 1, 1940. For this purpose, informa-
tion was obtalined on the place of residence in 1935 of all per-
sons Tive years old and over. In the present report, familles
are classified according to migration status, the two basic
zroups being designated migrants and nonmigrants, with 1935
residence in terms of urban and rural areas.

Migrants are those persons who lived 1n different counties
(or quasi counties) in 1940 and 1935. In this classification,
a city of 100,000 or more inhabitants 1s treated as a guasi
county, and the remainder of 1ts county as another. Thus ml-
grants comprise: (a) Those 1living in different counties in
1940 and 1935: (b) those. living in a city of 100,000 or more in
1940 but living elsewhere in the same county in 1935; and (c)
those living in a city of 100,000 or more in 1935° but 1living
elsewhere in the same county In 1940. In this report, immi-
grants, that is persons who were living in foreign countries or
in the outlying territories or possessions of the United States
in 1935, are included with migrants.* The classification of
migrants by place of residence 1n 1935 shows separately urban
areas in four city size groups, rural-nonfarm areas,and rural-
farm areas.

Normigrants are those persons who lived in the same county
(or quasi county) in 1940 es in 1935. Among the nonmlgrants, a
distinction is made between those living 1h the same house in
1940 as in 1935 and those living in a different house in 1940
than in 1935.

The statistics on migration do not indicate the particular
areas in which the migrants lived in 1935. Furthermore, these
statistics do not indicate all the movements made by the family
heads between 1935 and 1940, since many families chenged thelr
recidence several times during that period. In =some cases, of
course, the family head returned to the city or county where he
had lived in 1935, so that the head was classified as a non-
migrant even though he had moved at least twice in the five-year
period, 1935 to 1940. .

Children under 21 years old.— The count of children under 21
vears old in the families includes all unmarried children with-
in this age class who are related to the head of the family
elther by blood or by adoption. Stepchlldren are included, but
not foster children or wards. Grandchildren, nephews, nieces,
and other related children not sons or daughters of the head
are included but the number is relatively small.

Size of family.— In the classification of families according
to size, only the head of the family and persons related to the
head by blood, marriage, or adoption are counted. Lodgers,
resident servants, guests, and foster chlldren or wards are
omitted from the number of persons in the family but are in-
cluded in the number of persons in the household, as shown in
Volume II of the Reports on Housing. Most of the one-person
families shown in the classification represent persons 1iving
alone. A number of so-called partnership families, however,
are also Included in this group; in such families one person
has been classified as the head, and the others have been
counted as lodgers.

Lodgers and subfamilies. — In the classification of families
according to number of lodgers, certaln persons have been
counted as lodgers, in addition to those specifically returned
as lodgers or roomers. The more important of these are unre-
lated partners sharing the living quarters of the family head;
employees of the head, other than servants, such as hired hands
living with the farm family; foster children and wards; and
guests with no other usual place of residence. The distinction
between a private family with many lodgers or boarders and a
ledging house is sometimes difficult to make, but, as stated

3 VAll classifications of place of residence in 1935, either as urban
orérural, or by city size, are based on the 1930 census.
In the reports on internal migration, immigrants are shown 8epa-
rately from migrants.

above, households with more than 10 lodgers are excluded
from the classification of private families. This 1line of
divislion conforms with that used in the 1930 family tabula-
tions.

A "subramily," as the term is used in the 1940 census,
married couple not including the head of the family, with or
without children. Married couples who are lodgers are counted
as subfamilies, but not those who are resident servants. Sub-
families related to the head of the family have been subdivided
into three groups according to their relationship to the head.
The first group of subfamilies 1s designated "parents of
head' and includes the parents of the head or of his wife. The
second group of subfamilies 1s designated "children of head"
and includes subfamilies in which the husband or the wife is a
child, an adopted child, or a stepchild of the head. The third
group of subfamilies is designated "other related persons' and
includes all related subfamilies 1in which the relationship to
the head of the family does not belong in either of the two
preceding groups.

The fact that there is a subfamily in a glven household is
not in itself any evidence of "doubling up," that is of the
crowding into one dwelling unit of two families which would
normally occupy separate quarters, since factors such as choice
or convenience, rather than economic necessity or scarcity of
housing, often account for the composition of these complex
househoids.

Persons Iin the labor force.— In some of the tables in this
report, Tamilies are classified according to the number of re-
lated persons 14 years o0ld and over who were in the labor force
during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940. The. labor force con-
sists of persons 14 years old and over who were employed for
pay or profit or engaged in unpaid family work, or who were on
public emergency work or seeking work during the census week.
(For definitions of these employment status categorles, see
'pamily Employment Status," below.)

The classificatlon of families by number of persons in the
labor force provides an indlcation of the number of workers
normally contrivuting to the support of the family. In many
cases, however, the members of the family are financially more
or less independent of one another, so that the family does not
function as a single economle unit. It should also be borne in
mind that many persons not in the labor force derive income from
sources such as pensions, Investments, and public assistance
payments, which often provide a large part, and sometimes all,
of the family's means of support. Most of the familles with no
members in the labor force presumably derive thelr support from
such sources; the heads of such families are in large part wid-
ows and elderly men who have retired from the labor force.

Family employment status.— The classification by family em-
ployment status i1s designed to show employment and unemployment
among family members in the labor force. For = this purpose,
families with one person in the labor force are classified ac-
cording to whether that person was employed durlng the census
week; and those with two or more persons in the labor force are
classified into three groups: (a) Those 1in which all of the
persons in the labor force were employed; ({b) those with 1 or
more employed persons, and 1 or more persons seeklng work or on
public emergency work; and (c) those in which none of the per-
sons in the labor force was employed.

Data on family employment status have not been obtained in
any previous census. They are presented here because of their
value in the study of the impact of unemployment upon families
as ecornomic units, and Iin the analysis of public assistance
needs resulting from unemployment.

The classification according to family employment status is
based on the employment status classification for individuals
in the labor force, in which the following categories are dis-
tinguished:

Employed.— The group classified as employed includes per-
sons who worked for pay or profit at any time during tHe
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, in private work or non-emer-
gency Pederal, State, or local government work, or asslsted
without pay on a family farm or in a famlly business; and
persons not actually at work and not seeking work during the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, but with jobs, businesses, or
professional enterprises from which they were temporarily
absent because of vacation, illness, industrial dispute, bad
weather, or lay-off not exceeding 4 weeks with definite in-
structions to return to work on a specific date. For con-
venience in terminology, the term "Employed™ 1is used in this
report to refer to the group designated - “Employed (except
on public emergency work)" in the publicatlions presenting
data for individuals.

On public emergency work.-This category includes persons,
who, during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work

is a
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on, or zssigned to, public emergency work projects conducted

by the Work Projects Administration (WPA), the National Youth

Administration (IYA), the Civilian Concervation Corps {(CCC),

or State or locel work relief agencises,®

Seeking work. — This category represents persons without
work of any sort in the week of March 24 to 30, 1840, who
were actlvely seeking work during that week.

Numter of employed workers.— A classification of families
according to the number of persons in the family who were em-
ployed during the census week, without regard to the total num-
ber in the labor force, 1s presented in some of the tables.
These data provide an indicaticn of the number of persons in
the family who were earning income or were engaged in unpaid
fzmily work at the time of the census (excluding those working
cn public emergency projects).

Employment status of head.— Familles are classified according
o Ihe employment status of the family head, showing separately
amilies in which the head was employed, on public emergency
ork, seeking work, or not in the lsbor force during the census
gek. Since the family head is ususlly the principal breadwin-
ner, this classitication 1s useful as an added indication of

O vy ot

the economic impact of unemployment upon families. In some
families, however, the head was a dependent, such as an aged
father or mother supported by the children. Many of the

heads
dents.

Mz jor occupstion group of head. — For families wlith employed
heads, the classificeticn according to the current major occu-
pation group of the Tamily head gives an Indication of the gen-
erzl economlc and soeclal status of the family, which tends to
we closely associated with the cccupation of the head,

Tate on the oocupetionzl cheracteristics of z2ll family heads
in tte lzbor force are not shown in this report because of the
dirrieulity of interpreting an ageregate comsisting of {1} cur-
rent ions (for employed heads): (2) occupations pursued
cn emergency work projects {for hesds onpublic emergency work);
aznd {2} latest occupations (for heads seeking work), which may
represent work that ended g weex before the census date or many
yeerz in the past.

In classifying occupsticn returns for 1840, the Bureau of
the Census used & classification system with 451 cccupation ti-

who were not in the lsbor force were probably’ depen-

seouse

tles. For & 1ist of the occupations included In each major
group, see Pert 1 of Volume II of the Reports on Popula-
tion,

Famlly wage or sslary income and recelpt of other income in
1525, — In 1240, inguirles concerning income were made for the
Tirst time in the higtory of the Population census, in order 1o
rrovide statistics regarding the adeguacy of employment and the
economic well-being of the pecple. All persons 14 years old
nd over (except inmetez of specified instltutions) were asked
o report (1) the amount of money wage or salerv income received
r 182%, and {2) whether income amounting to 50 or more was
reselved in 1325 from scurges other than money wages or salaries.
cond guestion was Included in order to ldentify those per-
1lies whosze Income from money wages or salaries rep-
1 or nearly all of thelr income.
salary insome, &= defined for the purpcse of the
ircludes zll money recelved by persons as compen-
sation for work or servlices performed as employees, including
commigslons, tlps, plece-rete payments, vonuses, etc., as well
s recelpts commonly referred to as wages or salaries. Enumer-
ators were Instructes not to consider as wage or salary income
receipts from tuslness profits, fees, travel reimbursements
sale of crops, unemployment compensation, ete., nor compensatiox,i
z‘a *:‘ams cther than money, such &s meals, lodging, clothing, and
Tuel,

Farily wage or salary Income wae obtained by combining the
wages end sslarlec reported by all related persons 14 years old
and over 1in the Tamily. Famllles were clacsified as having
wage or selary income not reported when no repert on wage or
?;ary income wac cttzined Tor one or more members who were
{1 :," the lzbor force and classified aswage or salary workers
or (&) not in toe lzhor force tut reported cne or more weeké
worked in 1825, Wnen the guestion on wege or salary income was
nol answered Ior employers, own-account workers, unpald family

“
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® Considersble mumbers of persons adtually on public emergency work
Projesis wers reporied Bs employed, seeking work, or not in the labor
force, instesd of on pubtlic emergenty work. The data on family em-
ployment status precented in this Teport thus tend to understate the
snouat of complete and partiml family unemployment at the time of the
census, to the extest that emergenty workers were clessiried as em~
pluyed or ot ip the labor force. Bee Part 1 of Volume III of the Re-

w::a ©s Populetion for & discussion of persans on public emergency
work.

workers, new workers, or for persons not in the labor force
other than those mentioned above, 1t was assumed that they had
no wage or salary income. This was done because relatively few
of these groups of persons worked for wages or salaries in 1939,
and the enumerator left the column blank Iin most cases because
he believed that the question on wuge or-salary lncome was in-
applicable.

"Other income" as defined i1n the 1940 census,
income other than money wages or salaries, such as income from
roomers or besrders, business ' profits, professional fees,
receipts from the sale of farm products, rents, Interest, divi-
dends, unemployment compensation, direct rellef, old-age asbtls-
tance, pensions, annuities, royalties,. regular contributions
from persons other than members of the immediate famlly, and
income received in kind from sources other than the immediate
family. '

Families were classified as "with other income" if any re-
lated person 14 years old or over reported the recelpt of $50
or more of income from sources other than wages or salaries.
Families were classified a&as "without other Income™ 1f all mem-
bers 14 years old and over reported that they had not recelved
other income amounting to $50 or more. Persons engaged in home
housework or in school who failed to report on the receipt or
nonrecelpt of other income were considered to have received no
other income. Families were classified in the category "other
income not reported'" if one or more members, other than those
enzaged in home housework or in school, falled to report on the
receipt or nonreceipt of other income, and no other member re-
ported that he had recelved other income. Since reletively few
persons engaged in home housework or in school recelve any type
of income, it i1s probable that many enumerators assumed that
the question on the receipt of other income was inapplicable
and accordingly made no entrles for such persons.

In this report statistics for families with no report on the
receipt of other Income are combined wlth those for families
with other income, in spite of the fact that the majority of
the families with no report on other income probgbly had no
other income. Thils procedure was followed in order to keep the
stetistics on wage or salary income Tfor families primarily de-
pendent upon such income from being distorted by the inclusion
of families which may have had $50 or more of income from non-
wage sources.

Class-of-worker composition. — An inquiry relating to class
of Wworker was made for all persons in the labor force 1in the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, except those without previous
work experlence, For employed workers and for persons on pub-
lic emergency work, the classification by class of worker
refers to their current work or job during the week of March 24
to 30, 1940. For experienced workers seeking work, 1t refers
to the last job of one month or more. The composition of each
category 1s described below:

Wage or salary workers. — This class consists of persons
who, in their current or last job, worked as employees for
wages or salaries (in cash or kind). It includes not only
factory operatives, laborers, clerks, etc., who worked for
wages, but also persons working for tips or for room and
board, salesmen and other employees working for commisslons,
and salaried business managers, corporation executives, and
government officials.

Employers and own-account workers. — This group consists
of persons who, 1n thelr current or latest work, operated
their own business enterprises. It includes not only the
owner-operators of large stores and manufacturing establish-
ments, but also small merchants, independent craftsmen,
farmers, professional men, peddlers, and other persons con-
ducting enterprises of their own. It does not include man-~
agers peld to operate businesses owned by other persons or
by corporations; such workers are classified as wage or sal-
ary workers.

Unpald family workers.—Thls class is compoced of persons
who assisted without pay on farms or in stores cr other en-
terprises operated by other members of thelr families. The
great mzjority of unpald family workers are farm laborers.

On the basis of the class-of-worker designations for the
family members, families were classified as having (a) all
workers wage or salary workers, (b) some workers wage or
selary workers, or (c) no wage or salary workers or no
workers,

Persons in the labor force for whom class of worker was
repcrted have been Iincluded among wage or salary workers,
unless there was evidence to the contrary. Families withone or
more persens in the labor force without previous work ex-
perience (new workers) were classified on the basis of the

entries on class of worker for the experienced workers in the
family.

includes all

not
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COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATION
AND CONMPLETE COUNT

The statlistics shown in this report are based on the tabula-
tion of & sample of families, identified as Sample F. The data
presented for tenure and rent are for the dwelling units occu-
pled by private families in the sample, and were obtained from
the entries on the Housing schedule. The characteristics of
privaete families in the sample were obtalned from the entries
on the Population schedule.

Sample F was designed so that in certain portions of the
areas shown, a 2%-percent sample was used {multiplied by a uni-
form factor of 40), and elsewhere a 5-percent sample was used
(multiplied by a uniform factor of 20). Exact agreement is not
o be expected between tabulations of Sample F and the corres-
ponding tabulatlons of a complete count, but the sample data
nevertheless indicate the relationships among the various char-
acteristics Involved. With regard to the individual numbers in
the tables, comparisons thus far made Indicate that 95 percent
of the numbers above 25,000 will differ from those given by the
complete count by less than 5 percent, 95 percent of those be-
tween -10,000 and 25,000 will differ by less than 10 percent,
and 95 percent of those between 2,500 and 10,000 will differ by
less than 20 percent. Somewhat larger variations may occur in
the case of numbers below 2,500 but even here the majority of
the differences are less than 15 percent.

Statistics on tenure and on monthly contract or estimated
rent based on Sample F and on the complete count are shown in
table A. The differences are due partly to sampling varlations
and partly to errors or biases in coding, card-punching, and
machine tabulation. Difficulties in matching the housing data
with the family data were the major source of the differences
and account for a relatively large difference 1n the number of
families not reporting monthly rent of dwelling unit. Such
difrerences, however, do not affect the general conclusions
that may be drawn from the statistics presented in this report.

Table A. SAMPLE TABULATICN AND COMFLETE CQUNT OF URBAN AND RURLL-KON-
FARM FAMILIES BY TENURE AND CONTRACT OR ESTIMATED MONTHLY RENT OF

DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940
TENURE AND CONTRACT Oceupied dwelling FAXTLIES, BASED ON SAMPLE F
OR ESTIMATED MONTH- units, based on
Percent of
LY RENT complete count Number completé
count
All familieS..eeea-s 27,747,973 27,946,320 100.7
TENURE
OWNEL .o vvcoesonsonasnnanes 11,413,086 11,437,180 100.2
TONANL. «vernennnnneannnns 16,334,937 16,509,140 101.1
MONTHLY RENT

Number reportifig....vec... 27,307,198 27,259,660 929.8
Under $10..ciavenonccnnans 4,364,946 4,362,560 99.9
$10 to $19.... 6,625,831 6,636,700 100.2
$20 t0 RO . ieinivacenannn 6,247,149 6,246,620 100.0
¥30 to $89..ieieieicnnnan 4,445,257 4,414,900 9.3
P40 to $49. .. vtiiuionnnns 2,518,852 2,519,560 100.0
$50 t0 $5%..ieennrocnnraas 1,810,173 1,305,720 29.7
$60 0 $74.0cacnvinncnssnn 860,145 857,120 99.6
$75 and OVer.e.iiieeeiions 935,045 916,480 98.0
Not reporting......cceeevsn 440,775 686,660 155.8

The statlistics shown in some of the other reports on families
are based on tabulations of Sample D and will differ slightly
from the statistics shown in this bulletin. For a description
of Samples D and F and a comparison of the two samples see the
Appendix to the report entltled "Families-—- General Character-
istics." In & Torthcoming technical bulletin there will be a
detalled exposition of the sampling method, descriptlons of the
various samples that were taken, &and comparisens between the
samples and complete count. The purpose of the vulletin will
be to assist in evaluating the data that are published on the
basis of the samples.
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