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FOREWORD

Seanpling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sampling
methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larger number of in-
quiries than has heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary popu-
lation statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many
social and economic characteristics of the population at a relatively low
cost. :

This report is based on the tabulation of gamples of the census returns
for 1940 and for 1910 and presents statistics on the fertility and other
characteristics of women for regions, States, cities of 250,000 or more,
and metropolitan districts of cities of 1,000,000 or more. This report
contains the only statistics published from either census relating directly
to the fertility of women for States, c¢ities, &and metropolitan districts.
Statistics for 1910 are included in order to show the changes in fertility
which have occurred in the course of a generation. The transcription,
coding, and punching of the sample of the population returns for 1910
were performed by New York City Work Projects Administration Project
No. 0. P. 65-2-97-48 (Census Records and Research Project), sponsored by
the Bureau of the Census.

This report was prepared under the supervisioh of Dr. Leon E, Truesdell,
Chief Statistician for Population, and Dr. A. Ross Eckler, Assistant Chief
Statistician, by Dr. Henry S. Shryock, Jr., Wilson H. Grabill, Dr. Paul C.
Glick, and Dr. A. J. Jaffe. The sampling procedures were under the direc-
tion of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical Adviser.
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FERTILITY FOR STATES AND LARGE CITIES

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

This report presents statistics for the Unlted States on
the fertility of women 15 to 74 years old, based on the returns
of the Sixteenth and Thirteenth Decennial Censuses of Popula-
tilon, taken as of April 1, 1940 and April 15, 1910, respective-
1y.r Women are classified by number of children ever born,
nunber of children under 5 years old, and number of children 5
to 9@ years old. Women classified by number of children are
also classified by age, color, and marital status. Data on age
at marriage and duration of marrlage are also presented, al-
though not 1n combination with number of children. These
Tlgures will be helpful in interpreting . the fertility differ-
entials and are of direct interest in the study of marriage.

Statistics are given for the Unlted States by reglons and
Stetes, urban and rural; for clties of 250,000 or more; for
metropolltan districts of citles or 1,000,000 or more; and for

the urban and rural-nonfarm parts of these districts.

Related reports on fertility.— Thls report is based on
sample tabulations of the 1940 and 1910 fertility data. A
supplement to this report will present gross and net repro-
duction rates, standardized rates of children per 1,000 women,
and other summary measures of Tertility derived from data in
the present report. Additional reports are belng prepared.
These reports will present statlstics on social, economic, ,and
other characteristics of whites and Negroes for the United
States, 1ncluding country of birth for the forelgn-born white,
by reglons, urban and rural. The tentative titles of these
reports are presented below:

Women by Number of Chlldren Ever Born.

Women by Number of Children Under 5 Years 0Qld.

Marital Fertillty by Duration of Marrilage.— Data are to
be presented for women married only once and living with
thelr husbands at the time of the census, classifled by
number of children ever born by duration of marriage. Data
on number of children ever born are also to be glven for
women whose marrlages were broken by divorce or by the death
of the husband.

Related reports on population.— A report entitled "The
Labor Force (Sample Statlstics)--Employment and Family Charac-
teristics of Women: 1940" contalns sample data on the labor
force status of women by age, color, and marital status, cross-
classified with number of children under 5 years old and 5 to 9
years old. PFlgures are shown for the United States by reglons,
urban and rural, and for the metropolitan districts of 100,000
inhabitants or more. .

A series of reports entitled "Families" contains -sample
data on famillies by number of children under 10 years old,
under 18 years old, and under 21 years old. The report in this
series which contalns the most statistilcs relating to fertility
1s entitled "Types of Famllles" and presents rigures on families
by marital status, age, color, and sex of head, and number of
children under 18 years old, cross-classified by age of wife
for male heads, number of children under 10 years old, size of
tamily, educatlon of head, monthly rental value of home, and
other characteristics.

Valuable source material on fertllity for areas smaller
than those presented in this report are contained in Volumes II
and IV of the Population reports, entitled "Characteristics of
the Population" and "Characteristics Dby Age--Marital Status,

1 The 1940 Population Census Schedule 1s reproduced in Part 1 of
Volume IV of the Sixteenth Decennial Census Reports on Population.
The instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in this volume.
The 1910 Population Census Schedule 1s reproduced in Volume I of the
Thirteenth Decennmial Census Reports on Population.

Relationship, Education, and Citizenship," respectively, and in
the serles of Population and Houslng reports entltled "Statis-
tics for Census Tracts." From data on individuals classified
by age and sex 1n these reports, ratios of children to women of
childvearing age and reproduction rates computed by the go-
called *"indirect method”" can be derlved. The measures of fer-
t1lity which may be computed from these source materlals,
however, are not so precise as those shown 1n the present and
subsequent reports on fertility.

Sources of fertillty statistlcs.— The statistics shown in
thls report are based on tabulations of samples of women 15 to
74 years old enumerated 1In the 1940 and 1910 censuses. These
samples are identified as Sample C and Sample W, respectively.
Characteristics of the woman and of her household were obtained
from the entrles on the Population schedules, where the indi-
vidual members of a household were enumerated on consecutive
lines. (See section on "Comparison between results of sample
tabulations and complete counts.")

Arrangement of tables.— Data on fertllity by age of woman
are presented 1In tables 1 to 45 of thls report. These tables
are arranged 1in four major groups according to area. Statis-
ties <for the United States are given 1n tables 1 to 14; for
reglons in tables 15 to 28; for States in taebles 29 to 39; and
for cltles and metropolltan districts in tables 40 to 45.
Within these four groups, tables presenting data on number of
children ever born precede those presenting data on number of
children under 5 years old, whilch in turn precede tables pre-
senting data. on number of children 5 to 9 years old. Data for
1940 and 1910 are shown 1n separate tables. Each 1940 table is
followed by a corresponding table for 191C, so far as 1910 data
are avallable.

Following the tables on fertility, there is a group of
tables on age at marriage or duration of marrlage of women
married only once and living with their husbands at the time of
the census. Tables 46 to 49 present statistics for 1940 on age
at marriage, Tor the United States, reglons, States, citles,
and metropolitan districts; and tables 50 to 52 present statis-
tics for 1910 on duration of marrlage, for the United States,
reglons, and States.

Avallability of unpublished data.— The statistlcs presented
for the United States and reglons represent most of the detall
tabulated in the counts on which this report 1s based. Simllar
statistlics are avallable for white women 1n each area and for
nonwhite women In the selected States, clitles, and metropolitan
districts, shown 1n this report.

Statistics on age at first marriage for 1940 asnd on du~
ration of present marrlage for 1910 are available for all women
15 to 74 years old who are or have ever been married. These
statistics are avallable for all areas shown in this report, in
detall similar to that presented in tables 46 to &2 for women
married once, husband present.

Because of space limitations, the data on certain subjects
are published in condensed form for the smaller areas, The un-
published statistics, so far as the flgures are large enough to
be significant, can be made avallable upon request, for the
cost of preparing and reproduclng them. Requests for these
data, addressed to the Director of the Census, Washington,
D, C., will receive a prompt reply, Iincluding an estimate . of
the cost of preparing the figures. .

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS

Children ever born.-——The present report containg the first
statlstics on the number of chilldren ever born that the Bureau

1



2 DIFFERENTIAL FERTILITY, 1940 AND 1910

of the Census has published.® Statistics for 1910 as well as
for 1940 have been included in order to furnish a bvasis for
analyzing fertility changes that have taken place during the
course of a generation.

In-the classification of women by number of children. ever
born, all children ever born alive to a woman during her life-
time were counted, including children by any former marriage.
Although this question was not asked of women reported as
single,there 1s evidence that most of the single mothers with
11legitmate children 1iving 1n the household reported them-
selves as married, widowed, or divorced. Hence the statistics
are not limited strictly to legitimate fertility. In the de-
termination of total children born to women of all marital
statuses combined, therefore, it has been assumed that women
reported as single had borne no children. (See discussion of
this problem in section on "Children under 5 years old.") With-
out thls assumption, fertility rates could have been computed
only for women ever married,

In 1940, women ever married but not reporting on number
of children ever born comprised 9.4 percent of all women 15
to 74 years old and 12.7 percent of women who were or had been
married. The corresponding proportions in 1910 were 5.3 per-
cent and 7.6 percent, respectively. The proportion of women
ever married who made no report on number of children ever
born was highest for +the youngest women (R1.8 percent for
those 15 to 19 years old in 1940 and 23.0 percent for the
corresponding group in 1910). The proportion was progressively

smaller up to about 45 years old but tended to be progressively’

larger thereafter in both 1940 and 1910. The age groups with
the largest proportions not reporting on number of children
were those in which there is the greatest possibility that
the woman bhad never borne a child, Furthermore, these age
groups Include relatively large numbers of women who were
working at the time of the enumeration end for whom intormation
was glven by a person who was not sufficlently well acquainted
wlth the woman to report for her on the number of children
ever born. The proportion of women not reporting also varied
wlth other factors, such as color and residence, as well as
with age. These women who were or had been married but did not
report on number of children ever born were excluded from the
figures on number of women in the computation of fertility
rates. :

These published rates for women ever married are probably
slightly higher than the actual rates, and the published rates
for all women 15 to 74 years old may be either slightly too
high or<slightly too low, depending on age. . In general, the
possibility that a published rate for women without regard to
marital status - 1s too low 1s greatest for the youngest women
and least for the oldest women shown.

No simple alternative assumption would have produced more
accurate rates. If the rates had been computed on the assump-
tion that the women who were or had been married but did not
report on number of children were childless, the resulting
rates would have been too low--both for women ever married and
for all women. On the other hand, ir the rates had been com-
puted on the assumption that women who made no report on number
of children were as fertile as reporting women who were or had
been married, the rates would have been the same as the pub-
lished ones for women ever married and probably also too high
for all women. .

The distribution of women who are or have ever been mar-
rled by numver of children ever born is presented = for 1940 and
1910 in table I. .The distribution as shown in this report
represents the full frequency detall that was tabulated from
the 1940 census data. The terminal class was thus "10 or more"
and, in computing the total number of children born to a group
of women, mean values had to be estimated for this group.
Furthier detall was tabulated for 1910 and was used in obtaining
the total number of children, but this detail 1s not shown in
the regular tables because of space -limitations. Moreover,
women with 10 or more chlldren ever born constituted 1in 1940
only 2.2 percent and in 1910 only 6.1 percent of all women ever
married and reporting on children ever bormn.

Women in 1910 were much more fertile than women in 1940,
as Indicated by the fact that the proportion of women reporting
4 or more children ever born was much higher in 1910 than in
1940, That thls higher fertility among the women living in
1910 was not merely a function of their relative age composition
may be seen, from tables 1 and 2 where similar statistles are
shown for women in each 5-year age period.

# Although in 1B90 and 1900, as well as in 1910, the enumerators
were instructed to ask of all women who were or had been married, the
number of children ever borne, no statistics on this subject were ever
published in reports of these censuses,

Table I. WOMEN 15 TO 74 YEARS OLD WHO WERE OR HAD BEEN MARRIED, By
NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN, FPOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 AND 1910

[1940 statistics based on Semple G; 1910 statistics based on Sample W]

1940 1910
gvgl; gIODZR%WD N Number of Number of
women ever Percent women ever Percent
married married
Total, 15 t0 74 yearu.....s.. . 85,108,480 100.0 20,476,625 100.0
Reporting on children..... . 80,648,780 87.8 18,511,888 92.4
Not repoTtingesseecssseess 4,459,700 2.7 1,564,787 7.6

30,648,780 100.0

Reporting on children...

18,911,888 100.0

No children eeveeen 6,223,960 20.3 2,570,074 13,6
1 6,606,120 21,6 8,187,789 16,9
2 5,990,700 19.5 2,964,882 15,7
3 3,948,240 12,9 2,838,286 12,4
4 2,586,240 8.4 1,857,260 2.8
5 . 1,707,040 5.6 1,451,787 7.7
6 CNILATON. ¢ srssrrarerernarens 1,164,140 8.8 1,178,150 8.2
7 Bhi1ATEN. s sesesrnsansanans 779,000 2.5 918,581 4.8
8 children. veereen i '580,120 1.9 744,884 8.9
9 OhildTeNeesssorraianeennvies ' 884,860 1.3 558,800 8.0
10 OF MOTO. 4 srestrrsensesaess 688,860 2.2 1,151,495 6.1
10 children.... (*) - 440,991 2.3
11 children.. (1) - 267,960 1.4
12 children..... DO (*) - 201,877 1.1
13 or 14 children. () - 171,416 0.9
15 OF MOXG.essvseeesearasas 1) - 69,751 0.4

1 Statistics for 1940 not available.

Childless women.— Childless women are defined as those re-
porting that they have never had a chlld born alive.® The pro-
portlon of childless women among those 50 years old and over,
who have generally passed beyond the fecund ages, 1is particu-
larly meaningful.

Mothers.— Mothers are defined as women who reported one or
more children ever born. The number of mothers plus the number
of childless women 1s thus equal to the total number of women of
a given class reporting on number of children ever borm.?

Children under 5 years old.— In the classification of women
by number of children under 5 years old, only those children
born to the woman and lilving with her at the time of the census
were counted. The number of such children was obtalned by an
inspection of the entries on the successive lines of the Popu-
lation schedule. Stepchildren, adopted children, grandchildren,
and other related children in the family not born to this
woman, as well as wards and other unrelated children 1n the
household, were excluded so far as such chlldren could be
ldentified.

For 1940, children 1iving with mothers who were single
were inclided in the count, but for 1910 they were excluded.
It is probable, however, that most of the single women living
with their illegitimate children reported themselves as mar-
ried, widowed, or divorced because few such single women were
found, +

The number of children not living in the same household
as their mothers and therefore excluded from the count is small
in comparison with the number of children 1living in the same
household. (See table IX in section on "Comparison bDetween
results of sample tabulations and complete counts.")

A more Important source of error is the underenumeration
of children under 5 years old (and particularly of Iinfants
under 1 year old) in both the Census of 1940 and that of 1910.
The underenumeration of young children 1is not peculiar to the
Unlted States Census. It has been noted, for exampls, in the
census returns of England and Wales and of some of the countries
of continental Europe. In the United States as a whole, about
7 percent of the children under 5 years olc = were missed in the
census of 1940, 6 percent of the white and 15 percent of the
nonwhlite. The corresponding percentages for = 1910 were about
the same. A study of thils undercount, together with fertility
rates adjusted  for underenumeration of children under 5 years
old, will be presented in-a supplement to this report.

3 As stated in the section on "Children ever born,” all women re-
ported as single ere assumed, in this classification, to have borne
no children. :

4 In 1940 among the single native white women 15 to 49 years old,
13,400, or 0.1 percent, reported 16,020 children under 5 years old.
Among the single Negro women 15 to 49 years old, 16,040, or 1.5 per-
cent, reported 20,620 children under 5 years old. Corresponding
figures are available for neither the foreign-born white nor the women
of "other races."
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Because of the small number of women having 4 or more
children under 5 years old, the frequency distributions in the
detailed tables are shown with "3 or more under 5" as the
terminal class. Furthermore, because of the small number of
women 50 to 74 years old with young children, this group is not
shown iIn the detalled tables. The distribution of women 15 to
54 years old by number of children under 5 years old up to "5
or more" ls presented in table II. Women 50 to 54 are included
in this table in order to demonstrate the fact that very rfew of
the older women had children under 5 years old.

YEARS

Table II. WOMEN 15 TO 54 YEARS 0LD BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5
0! 1940 AND 1910

LD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

[1940 statistics based on Semple C; 1910 statistics based on Sample W. Percent not

shown where less than 0.1]

WOMEN HAVING SPECIFIED NUMBER OF CHILDREN
UNDER 5 YEARS OLD

CENSUS YEAR AND AGE Total
OF WOMAN Women 5
. None 1 2 3 4 or
' more
1940

Total, 15 to 54...|89,857,680|/31,894, 880 5,258,520 |1,820,020| 848,480{88 480 2,800

6,149,540l 5,844,940 252,480| 48,200
5,885,060)) 4,229,320{1,093,500| . 4607220
5,608,720 8,454,100|1,439,426]" '582,040|120,140012,220

15 to 19 years...cee..
20 t0 24 years........
25 t0 29 yearS........

80 to 34 years........| 5,144,160| 3,482,600|1,188,260 895.120 78,48018,100( 600
85 to 89 years........| 4,768,260| 8,741,160 754,860 224,500 42,860]4,460| 420
40 to 44 years........| 4,327,860( 8,838,780| 885,660 90,380 12,100| 820| 120
45 to 49 years........| 4,001,800} 8,849,580 138,080/ 17,120{ 1,260{ 80| 180
50 to 54 years........| 3,472,380| 8,458,900 16,260 1,440 820 140 20

Percent, 15 to 54. 100.0 81.0 13.4 4.6 0.9] 0.1 -
15 to 19 years..ce.... 100.0 95.0] - 4.1 0.8 0.1 - -
20 £0 24 yO8YB.ssuarae 100,0 71.9 18.6 7.8 1.6 0.1 -
25 to 29 years.. 100.0 61.6 25,7 10.4 2.1 0.2 -
80 to 84 years.. 100.0 67.7 23.0 7.7 1.4 0.2 -
85 to 89 years 100.0 78,5 15.8 4.7 0.9/ 0.1 -
40 to 44 years 100.0 88.7 8.9 2.1 0.8 - -
45 to 49 years 100.0 96.2 a.8 0.4 - - -
50 to 54 years........ 100,0 99,5 0.5 - - .- -

" 1910
Total, 15 to 54...|25,469,29718,678,152|3,995,513| 2,276 ,340| 490,417|s2,372| 1,508

15 to 19 years........| 4,587,017) 4,315,182 184,411 85,047| 2,362 26 89
20 to 24 years....... .| 4,450,677{ 3,055,527| 828,546| 465,975 99,589|5,882] 158
25 to 29 years........| 8,928,768( 2,104,726{ 944,026 687,546|175,287(11,796| 387
80 to 84 years........| 8,814,146/ 1,841,840 811,185 534,151{118,521 8,198| 251
85 to 99 years........| 3,040,867| 1,927,024 668,431| 373,228| 72,015/4,888| 286
40 to 44 years........| 2,474,989| 1,890,950| 409,472 153,444 20,168|1,368| 192
45 40 49 years........| 2,088,040 1,916,458 144,132 24,885{ 2,267 162 141
50 to 54 yearS........ 1,689,798§ 1,622,100 15,810 2,069 208 57 49

Percent, 15 to 54. 100.0 78.8 16.7 8.9 1.9 0.1 -
15 to 19 years.. 100.0 95.1 4.1 0.8 0.1 - -
20 to 24 years,. 100.0 68.7 18.5 10.5 2.2] 0.1 -
25 to 29 years 100.0 58.6 24.1 17.5 4.5| 0.8 -
80 to $4 years 100.0 55.6 24.5 16.1 8.6] 0.2 -
35 to 39 years 100.0 63.4 21.8 12.8 2.4 0.2 -
40 to 44 years 100.0 76.4 16.5 6.2 0.8] 0.1 -
45 -t0 49 years 100.0 91.8 6.9 1.2 0.1 - -
50 to 54 years.. 100.0 9.9 0.9 0.1 - - -

Data on number of children under 5 years old indicate
Yeurrent" fertility in contrast with "life-time" fertility
indicated by number of children ever born, since all of the
children under 5 were born during the 5 years preceding the
census date, namely, from April 1, 1935, to March 31, 1940, or
from April 15, 1805, to April 14, 1910. Rates.based on the
number of children under 5 are not, of course, equivalent to
birth rates since the children have lived for about 2.5 years
on the average. With an allowance for mortallty during this
perlod, these rates can be converted into age~specific birth
rates by a method that wlll be described in the supplement to
this report. The datz published in the present report on chil-
dren under 5 and children 5 to 9 may be sald to describe “ef-
Tective" fertility. @

Children 5 to 9 years old.— The number of children 5 %o 9
years old was determined by an inspection of entries on the
Population schedule in the same mamner as the number of children
under 5 years old. The children who were 5 to 9 years old in
1940 were born during the period from April 1, 1930, to March
31, 1935, (Figures were not tabulated for women by number of
children 5 to 9 years old in 1910.)

Table III presents -for the Unlted States as a whole the
full detall tabulated for women 15 to 59 years old by number of
children 5 %o 9 years old in 1940. The detalled tables in this
report show "3 or more 5 to 9" as the

terminal class for,

children 5 to 9 years old as well as for children under 5 years
old. The detalled tables also omit the age classes of women
15 to 19 and 55 to 59 years old.

Teble III. WOMEN 15 TO 59 YEARS OLD, BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN 5 T0 9

OLD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940

[Statistics based on Semple C. Percent not shown where less than o.l]"

WOMEN HAVING SPECIFIED NUMBER OF CHILDREN
5 TO 2 YEARS OLD

AGE OF WOMAN Total
women N 1 5 ar
one . 2 3 % | nore
Total, 15 to 59...[42,180,980/34,982,080| 4,944,420|1,824,760| 384,120|39, 080 6,520
15 to 19 years..,.....| 6,149,940 6,142,480 6,340 1,040 80 - -
20 to 24 years........| 5,885,060( 5,535,900{ 286,120 55,460| 6,680 440| 480
25 to 29 years........| 5,608,720} 4,045,100/1,022,420| 433,240 97,160 9,740|1,060
30 to 34 years........| 5,144,160 3,195,880|1,255,300| 554,540|122,840|14,420 1,680
85 to 89 years........| 4,768,260| 8,186,480|1,074,280| 409,280 88,560|8,260|1,400
40 to 44 years........| 4,327,860| 3,313,460 724,860 £36,250| 48,120(4,500|1,040
45 to 49 years........| 4,001,300| 8,437,780| 427,320 115,360/ 18,860|1,380| 600
50 to 54 years........| 3,472,420| 9,822,280| 180,080| 17,460 2,080/ =240/ 280
55 to 59 years........| 2,823,260| 2,802,720 18,200 2,100 240 - -
Percent, 15 to 59. 100.0 82.9 11,7 4.3 0.9 0.1 ed
15 to 19 years.eeeoss. 100.0 99,9 0.1 - - - -
20 to 24 years........ 100.0 94.1 4.9 0.9 0.1 - -
25 to 29 years........ 100.0 758.1 18.2 7.7 1.7 o.R -
30 to 94 yemaTH....u..s 100.0 62.1 24,4 10.8 2.4 0.3 -
35 to 89 yeATS.vsesses 100.0 £§6.8 22.5 8.6 1.9] 0.2 -
40 to 44 yeRTB...u0uss 100,0 76.6 16.7 5.5 1.1l 0.1 -
45 to 49 yemrs...usu.. 100.0 85.9 10.7 2.9 0.5 - -
50 to 54 yeers...c..... 100.0 95,7 3.7 0.5 0.2 - -
55 to 59 years........ 100.0 99.8 0.6 0.1 - - -

The enumeration of children 5 to 9 years old in the Popu-
lation Census s considered to be relatively complete. The re-
marks in the section on "Chlldren under 5 years old" concerning
the effects of mortality also apply here, however.

The statistics on women by number of children 5 to 9 years
old, in combination with those on women by number of children
under 5 years old, furnish information on the fertllity of women
during the entire Intercensal perlod 1930 to 1840. The rates
must be Interpreted with caution if used for the study of Ter-
t1lity during the depression and subsequent recovery pericd,
because of the trend of births during the decade. The trend of
fTertllity during this period of changing economic conditions
can best be determined from such figures as smmual birth sta-
tistlcs, or the statlstics showlng the number of children by
single years of age 1in 1940 that appear in Volume IV of the
Population reports.

Urban and rural areas.— Urban population, as defined by
the Bureau of the Census, 1s made up for the most part of
citles and other incorporated places having 2,500 1nhabitants
or more, places of this type constituting about 26 percent of
the urban places in the United States. A second type is limited
to the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island,
in which States 1t is not the practice to incorporate as mu-
nicipalities places of less than 10,000, This type is made up
of towns (townships) in which there 1s a village or thickly
settled area having more then 2,500 inhabltants and comprising,
elther by itself or when combined with other villages within
the same town, more than 50 percent of the total population of

the town. A third type of urban places is made up of townships
and other political subdivisions  (not incorporated as munici-
pallties, nor containing any areas so incorporated) with a

total population of 10,000 or more and a population density of
1,000 or more per square mile., The remainder of the population
is classifled as rural, and is.subdlvided intc the rural-farm
population, which comprises all rural residents llving onfarms,
and the rural-nonfarm population, which comprises the remaining
rural population. (For further detalls for each State, see
Volume I of the 1940 Population reports.) .

In the reports of the 1910 censlis, not only 1ncorporated
places of 2,500 or more but also all New England towns of this
size were classifled as urban. In the recent compllation of
the 1910 fertility data, however,  the 1940 rules of classifi-
catlon as urban or rural were applied as far as possible. _ The
1910 urban population was 1.5 percent smaller according to the
1940 rules than according to the 1910 rules.

Metropollitan districts.— A metropolitan district has been
set up for use In the 1940 Census . of Population in connection
with each city of 50,000 or more, two or more such cities some-
times being in one district. The general plan 1is to include,
in addition +to the central clty or citles, =all adjacent and
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contiguous miner civil divisions or incorporated places having
a populationn of 150 or more per square mile. A metropolitan
district 1is thus not a political unlt but rather an area in-
cluding all the thickly settled territory 1in and around a city
or group of clties. It tends to be a more or less integrated
area with common economic, social, and, often, administrative
Interests.

In the present report, some of the tables for 1940 give
Tertility statistics for the 5 metropollitan districts having a
central city of 1,000,000 or more inhabitants. Flgures are
also shown for +the main central city, the other urban areas,
and the rural-nonfarm areas. There were too few women 15 to 49
yveers old in the rural-farm areas of these metropolitan dis-
tricts to justify presentation of flgures for these areas.

Age.— The age classification 1s based on the age of the
person at his last birthday before the date of the census, that
is, +the age or the person in completed years, In the 1940
tabulations, when the age of a person was not reported, 1t was
estimated on the basis of other information on the Population
schedule, such as marital status, school attendance, employ-
ment status, age of other members of the famlly, etc. The 1910
data In this report do not include the small number of persons
whose age was not reported. No data on fertility were tabu-
lated from elther census for women under 15 years cld or 75
years 0ld and over.

Since fertility 1is more highly correlated with age than
with any other demographic variable, all the detalled tablesin
this report showing women by number of children present the
Tigures cross-classified with the age of the woman, Table IV
shows the number of children ever born per 1,000 women 15 to 74
years old by age for the United States, urban and rural, in
1940 and 1910,

Table IV. NUMBER OF CHILDEEN EVER BORN PER 1,000 WOMEN 15 To 74'YEARS
OLD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL:
1940 AND 1910

[Rate based on total women, except ever married, not reporting on children. 1940
statistics based on Semple C; 1910 statistics bamsed on Sample W, Urban-rural
figures for 1910 adjusted to the 1340 claasinutinn]

RURAL~
UNITED STATES URBAN Nousror | RORAL-FARM
AGE OF WOMAN Fercent
1940 | 1910|%F ohenge |l 1401 1910| 1940| 1910| 1940] 1310
1910 to
1540
Total, 15 to 74.| 1,796 2,485 -27.1 |11,518 | 2,045(1,983(2,609}2,5293,112
15 to 19 years...... 61 69 ~11,6 43 42| 87| 1l7] 80| 7e
20 to 24 years...... 505 681 -25.9 || 368| 4v0| 685 933] 9769| 887
25 to 29 years...... 1,129f 1,801 -29.5 865 1,188}1,419|1,930(1,768|2,197
30 to 84 years......| 1,678| 2,446 -31.4 /1,339 | 1,885|1,984|2,733 2,501 |3, 364
35 to 39 years......| 2,156 3288 -34.4 11,736 | 2,607|2,448|3,498|3, 3354, 449
40 to 44 years......| =2,501| 3,904 -35.9 1| 2,068 | 3,215(2,775 3,953 (3,773 |5, 169
45 to 49 years...,..| 2,758 4,295 -85.8 || 2,311 | 3,615(8,009|4,270|4,005|5, 553
50 to 54 years......| 2,801| 4,520 ~86.2 || 2,465 | 3,901(3,087 4,367 |4,062(5, 686
55 ta 59 years......| 3,088 4,816 -86.9 || 2,582 | 4,268|3,268 4,674 |4, 2005, 798
60 to 64 years......| 3,101| 4,847 -36.0 12,679 | 4,376(8,293 (4,778 |4, 251 |5, 693
65 to 69 years......| 3,296/ 4,982 -33,9 12,832 | 4,629(3,595 (4,888 (4,446 |5, 674
70 to 74 yeers......| 3,470 5,001 -30.6 1| 8,096 | 4,654(3,628|5,046 |4,602|5,566

Table V shows the number of children under 5 years old per
1,000 women 15 to 49 years old, by age, for the United States,
urban and rural, in 1940 and 1910. :The decline in age-specific
birth rates 1n this 30-year perlod was even greater than the
table suggests, as there was a far higher child mortality in
1910 than -in 1940. It may be noted that the percentage decline
in fertility has tended to be progressively greater from the
younger to the older women of child-bearing age.

Color.— The color classification used in this report is
limited to white and nonwhite. The nonwhite population in-
cludes Negroes. and other nonwhite races such as Indians,
Chinese, and Japanese. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry
who were not definitely Indlan or of other nonwhite race were
returned as white in 1940 and in 1910. The great majority of
the nonwhite population consist of Negroes, except in the
Pacific States, where there are many Chinese and Japanese, and
in Oklahoma and certain Mountain States, where many of the non~
white population are Indians,

Because of the small number of nonwhite women 1in many
areas, statistics for nonwhites are shown for only selected
States, urban and rural, and selected citles. In general, the
data are presented for only those areas in which there were in

1940 at least 25,000 nonwhite women 15 to 49 y©ars old, This
criterion was based on all .nonwhite women in €@Ch area without
regard to marital status except for the tables Showing statls-
tics excluslvely for women married once and 11ving with thelr
‘husbands, where the criterion was based on such married women.
If 1940 statistics are shown for nonwhite women 1n a State,
1910 statlstics for nomwhite women in the state &re also shown,
with the exception of Michigan which nsq very few nonwhlte
women in 1910,

Table V. NUMEER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS orp PER _ 1,000 WOMEN 15 TO
49 YEARS OLD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND
RURAL: 1940 AND 1910

[L940 statistics based on Sample C; 1910 statistics baged on Semple W, Urban-rural
figures for 1910 adjusted to the 1940 classifi cation]

ONITED STATES URBAN NoNFARy | FORAL-TARM

Percent

AGE OF WOMAN
of chenge 940 | 1910 | 1940 [ 1910
19_40 1910 1910 to 1940 | 1910 | A
1940

Total, 15 to 49. 281 425 ~83.91 =19 | 327 345 | 495| 409| 552
59 58 1.7 41 35 83 95 8 66
896 467 =15.2 295 386 526 | 805| 379 608
vees 538 738 -27.1| 431 | s78 646 | 836 | 799 988
30 to 84 years...... 4384 685 ~86.6 358 | 587 492 | 738 | 663 | 943~
S5 to 89 yeaTs...... 284 542 -~47.6| =211 | 401 819 | 570 | s0L]| 798
40 t0 44 years...... 140 316 55,7 94 219 156 816 | 283 501
45 to 49 years...... 48 97 ~55.7 26 61 43 96 97| 162

The nature of the differences in rertility Detween white
and nomwhite women 1is 1llustrated by the statlstics in table
VI, which shows the mumber of children under 5 years old per
1,000 women 15 to 49 years old, by age and color, for the
United States in 1940 and 1910.

Table VI. NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD PER 1,000 WOMEN 15 TO
49 4z)zms.ﬁs 01,2, BY AGE AND COLOR OF WOMAN, FOR 'THE UNITED STATES:
1940 AND 1910

[1940 statistics based on Sample C; 1910 statistics bamed on Semple VI]

1940 1910
AGE OF WOMAN -

Wnite Nonwhite White Nonwhite

Total, 15 to 49 years........ 278 300 426 420

15 to 19 years....... 51 117 88 91
20 to 24 years. 885 477 457 . 585
25 to 29 years. 544 488 748 658
80 to 34 years. 441 870 696 585
85 to 89 years. 288 285 545 813
40 to 44 years,.., 1s8 1ls0 816 317
45 t0 49 YORTE.cuiuiiirrararinnanns 40 74 92 147
Marital status.-—The statistics on the marital status of

women shown in this report refer to the marital status at the
time the census was taken. Women classirfied as “ever marriedn
include those who were widowed or divorced, as well as those
who were married, at the time of the census. ‘Women classifiled
as marrled comprise both those who had been married only once
and those who remarried after being wildowed or divorced.

In some tables statistics are shown for women classified
as "married once, husband present."” Thls category Iincludes
only those married women living with their husbands at the time
of the census and reporting +that they had been married only
once.

Group differences in current fertility among women of the
same age depend upon such factors as the proportion married,
the duration of the marriage, and the fertility of the married
women. PFertility rates for all women 1in an age group reflect
the combined effect of all three factors. Rates based on all
women who are or have been married or onh wWomen who have been
married only once and are st11l llving with their husbands per-
mit an analysis of the effect on fertillity of <+ne two factors,
age at marrlage and continulty of married lire. Examples or
fertility rates by marital status are glven in <taple VII.

Age at marriage and duration of marxig_gg_ — In the 1940
census, women who were married or had ever been married were
asked their age at rirst marriage. In the 1910 census, women
who were married were asked the number of years of their Present
marriage. The resulting data glve an Indication or the lengtn
of time during which the women could have had a legitimate 1ive
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birth and also some information on racilal and geographic vari-
ations in age at marriage. Data on these subjects are limited
in this report to women married once, husband present, since
relatively large proportions of the other women ever married
made no report on these subjects. Many enumerators probably
assumed that the questions on age at marriage and duration of
marriage were inapplicable to the latter women and accordingly
mede no entries for them.

Table VII. NUMEER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD PER 1,000 WOMEN 15 TO
49 YEARS OLD, BY AGE AND MARITAL‘ STATUS OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED
© STATES: 1940 AND 1910

[1!40 statistics based on Sampls C; 1910 statistics based on Sample Vl]

1940 1510

Women Waomen
AGE OF WOMAN Total Women | married motay| Women | married

women aver once, women aver once,
married | husband married | husband
present present
Total, 15 to 49 years.., 281 413 466 425 661 736
15 to 19 years.....oveeavenenes] 59 493 485 58 478 491
20 to 24 yeArS.i.civeeerscerans 896 747 778 467 906 947
25 t0 29 YeATS.....uisaveaannen 538 695 750 788 984 1,081
80 t0 84 YeATSB.tsucicreennsnes 434 508 568 685 818 889
35 to0 89 years...e.iierinenene 284 818 362 548 619 691
40 to 44 yOArB...ouiunirnnsnan 140 155 179 316 858 405
45 to 49 years..scerecenes veen 438 47 51 97 108 127

In certain tables, the median age at marriage and the
median duration of marriage are shown for women 15 to 74 years
0ld. The median age at marriage may be defined as the age that
divides the group of women into two equal parts, one-half having
married at an earller age and one-half at a latsr age than the
medlan. Similarly, the median duration of marriage may be de-
fined as the number of years that divides the group of women
into two equal parts, one-half having been married fewer years
and one-half more years than the medlan.

COMPA.RISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND
COMPLETE COUNTS

Nature of the sample data.—The fertility statistics shown
in this report are based on tabulations of samples of women 15
to 74 years old enumerated 1in the 1940 and 1910 censuses,
identified as Sample C and Sample W, respectively. Sample C
was designed so that in certaln portions of the areas shown, a
2%-percent sample was used (multiplied by a uniform factor of
40), and elsewhere a 5-percent sample was used (multiplied by a
uniform factor of 20). Sample W was deslgned so that 4in the
North and the South an 8-percent sample was used (multiplied by
a uniform factor of 1lx.5) and in the West & somewhat larger
sample.

Exact agreement 1s not to be expected between these tabu-
lations and the corresponding tabulatlons of the complete
counts, but the sample.data nevertheless indlcate the relation-~
ships among the various characteristics Involved. With regard
to the individual numbers 1in the tables, comparisons thus far
made for Sample C indicate that 95 percent of the numbers above
25,000 will dirfer from those glven by the complete count by
less than 5 percent, 95 percent of those between 10,000 and
25,000 will dirfer by less than 10 percent, and 95 percent of
those between 2,500 and 10,000 will differ by less than 20 per-
cent. Somewhat larger varlations may occur in the case of
numbers below 2,500, but even here the majority of the differ-
ences are less than 15 percenty.

Similar comparisons made for Sample W 1ndicat.e that 95
percent of the numbers above 10,000 will differ from those
given by the complete count by less than 5 percent, 95 percent
of those between 3,000 and 10,000 will differ by less than 10
percent, and 95 percent of those between 800 and 3,000 will
differ by less than 20 percent. Somewhat larger variations may
occur for numbers below 800 but even here the majority of the
differences are less than 15 percent.

Processing of the sample data.— Figures based onthe sample
tabulations differ slightly from those Dbased on the complete
counts, not only because of the sampling varlations, but also
because of the manner 1in which the data were processed. The
data for Sample C were processed differently from those for
sample W. - The information for Sample C came from two sources:
data for several subjects were obtained from entrles on a tran-
scription sheet which contalned  one line of information from
the 1940 Population schedule for the woman and her household;

data for the remaining subjects were reproduced mechanically
Trom the card for the same woman in another sample, 1dentified
as Sample B (the data for the B cards were obtalned from the
entries on the 1940 Population schedule for the inaividuals in
a five-percent sample). The information tor a woman in Sample
W, on the other hand, was obtained from the entries on a tran-
scription card, one for each woman, prepared from the entriles
on the 1910 Population schedule as a research project of the
Work Projects Administratlon.

In both censuses, tor certain items the basic data were
obtained in response to guestions on the specific subject. For
example, the enumerator was Instructed to ask for each woman
who was or had been married +the number of chlldren ever born
glive to her. For certain other items the basic data were ob-
tained by an inspectlon of the entries on the successive lines
of the schedules. For example, the number of children under 5
years old and 5 to 9 years old living 1n the household.and be-
longing to the woman was determined by an inspection of the
entrles for the members of the household and not by a query on
the sublect by the enumerator.

Differences between sample tabulations and complete counts-—
In table VIIT statistics based on the results of Samples C and
W and of the corresponding complete eounts are presented for
women classified by urban-rural reslidence, color, age, and
marital status. Distributions by urban-rural residence in 1910
would be expected to be somewhat different for the sample tabu-
lations and the complete count since, as-stated in the section
on "Urban and rural areas," the sllghtly different rules of
classification used. 1n 1940 were applied to the sample of the
1910 population.

Table VIII. COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND COM-
PLETE COUNTS, FOR WOMEN 15 T0 74 YEARS OLD BY VURBAN-RJRAL RESI-
DENCE, COLOR, AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

AND MARITAYL S8TATUS,
1940 AND 1910 :

[1940 statistics based on Semple C; 1910 statistics based on Semple W, Urban-rural
figures for Semple ¥ have beon adjusted to the 1940 elaaaitication]

WOMEN 15 TO 74 YEARS, 1940 WOMEN 15 TO 74 YEARS, 1910
ARFA, COLOR, AGE, sased on Beged on Sample C sased o Based on Semple W
MARITAL 8
oo oF mmms complate Perc;nt complete Psrc;nt
count 3 o count o
Nuzber complets Humber camplete
count count
AREA
Total.sosseaessosd?,957,502| 47,666,800 99.4] 29,896,758| 29,885,578]  100.0
Urban..seesessns ..| 29,828,372 29,187,040 99,8{15,088,518| 14,814,026 9.5
Rurfl..sseessevesns...|18,629,180|18,529,760 99.5{14,863,245| 14,571,552  101.5
Rural-nonfarm.....| 9,275,188 9,262,760 99,9 (1) 6,247,401 -
Rural-farm........| 9,353,942 9,267,000 99.1 ()| 8,824,251 -
COLOR
White..ssesonssnaens..|43,242,881 43,023,060 99.5| 26,271,881 | 26,237,739 99.9
NonWhit8essevssuuassss| 4,715,121 4,648,740 9a,5| 8,124,877 8,147,839 100.7
MARITAL STATUS
F 27 12,625,007}12,558 ,320 99.5[%%8,848,502(2 38,819,752 99.7
Married, widowed, and
divorced...e.... ... .| 85,382,495/ 35,108,480 99,4/19,180,653}319,192,429|  100.1
AGE
15 to 19 years........| 6,153,870| 6,149,940 99.9| 4,536,321| 4,587,017 100.0
20 to 24 years........| 5,895,448] 5,885,060 99,8| 4,476,694 4,450,677 99.4
25 to 29 years.,......| 5,645,976| 5,608,720 99,8 3,935,655 8,928,768 99.7
80 to 54 years........| 5,172,076 5,144,160 99.5| 3,315,417| 3,314,146 100.0
35 to 89 years........| 4,799,718 4,768,260 99.3| 3,029,084| 8,040,867 100.4
40 to 44 years........| 4,368,708! 4,327,860 99.1| 2,475,237| 2,474,989} 100.0
45 to 49 years.,......| 4,045,956! 4,001,300 98.9] 2,090,281| 2,098,040 99.9
50 to 54 years........| 8,504,096 3,472,420 99.1| 1,790,778| 1,790,235 100.0
55 to 59 years........| 2,882,501! 2,828,260 99,7| 1,298,514| 1,302,033 100.3
60 to 2,330,524| 2,307,380 99.0| 1,081,184| 1,090,408 100.9
65 to 1,910,569 1,894,420 99.2f 815,508| 818,994 100.4
70 to 74 years,........| 1,298,585| 1,264,020 98.8] 552,084 554,408[ 100.4

1 Statistics for 1910 not available,
® Includes statistics for women for whom marital status was not reported.
# Figures.shown for 1910 by marital status comprise women 15 to 64 years old.

The nature of the differences between the figures from the
sample tabulations and the complete counts may be further 1l-
lustrated by an inspection of the figures shown for the distrl-
bution ot women by color in 1940. wlgures from Sample C (for
which information on, color was derived from Sample B) show a
larger proportion of white women than those from the complets
count. This bias resulted from a tendency In the coding of
Sample B to classify persons as white at the expense of the
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norwhite. More precisely, the blas was one in which persous in
Sample B were sometimes coded as native white of native parent-
age, whereas they should have been clessified 1n one of the
other categories.

Table IX presents flgures from the sample tabulations
the complete counts on the number of children under 5 years

and
old

in 1940 and 1910 and on the number 5 to 9 years old 1in 1840.
It should be borne in mind that only children under 5 years old
living with mothers 15 to 49 years old and children 5 to g
years old 1living with mothers 20 to 54 years old are included
in the sample figures of the present report, whereas all chil-
dren are included in the data from the complete counts.

Table IX.

COMPARISON EETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND GOMPLETE COUNTS, FOR CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD AND § TC 9 YEARS OLD, 1940, AND
FOR CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD, 1910, BY COLOR, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL

[1910 statistics based on Sample C; 1910 statistics based on Sample W. Urban-rural figures in Sample W adjusted to the 1940 classification. Figures from sample tabulations

include only children under 5 years old living with mothers 15 to 49 yesrs old and children 5 to 9 years old living with mothers 20 to 54 years uld]

TOTAL WHITE NONWHLTE
Children living with mother, Chiléren living with mother, Children living with(noth;r.
AREA, AGE. OF CHILD A1l ohildren, | based on Sample G (1540) Al1 children, | besed on Sample C (1940) M1 entldren, | based on Sample O (1940
AND CENSUS YEAR based on or Semple W (1910} bosed on | or Sample ¥ (1510) based on or Semple ¥ (1910)
omplet
ccoﬂn: ol Percent of cza:&ll:ta Percent of ezzlﬁt:te Percent of
Number complete Number complete Number complete
count count count
CHILDREN UNDER 5 YRARS OLD
1940 .

Tobalaavessrsarenrrerannns 10,541,524 - 10,070,260 95,5 $,22%,505 8,927,580 96.7 1,812,019 1,142,680 87.1
Urban...eee.s . 5,007,187 4,799,500 95,9 4,530,597 4,385,660 96.8 476,740 413,840 86,8
Rural-nonfarm . 2,522,881 2,420,800 93.0 2,292,571 2,220,540 96.9 280,260 200,260 87,0
Rurel-farm.... cerieeanas 8,011,556 2,849,960 4.6 2,406,537 2,921,380 96.5 605,019 528,580 8744

1910
10,631,864 10,135, 941, 95.5. 9,322,914 8,999,856 96.5 1,308,450 1,186,085 86.8
4,200,291 8,975,997 94,7 3,066,957 3,772,948 95.1 288,834 208,054 87.0
6,431,073 6,159,944 95.8 5,855,957 5,226,913 97,6 1,075,116 988,081 86.8
CEILDHEN 5 TO 9 YEARS CLD
' 1940

Totalusemessereensaraninas 10,684,622 9,903,460 92,7 9,828,951 8,761,280 94,1 1,355,671 1,122,180 82.8
Urban...e.ss 5,088,240 4,749,540 93.4 4,570,749 4,222,460 94.6 512,491 426,880 83.3
Rural-nonf: 2,446,807 2,265,300 92.6 2,216,869 2,075,860 93.6 229,988 189,440 82.4

. Rural-farm... 3,154,575 2,888,820 9.6 2,541,338 2,382,960 93.8 613,242 505,860 82.%
The differences between all children 4in the complete The data for this report and for the report entitled "The

counts and childrer 1living with their mothers as shown by
Sample C and Sample W are not large, although they necessarily
exceed the differences that would be expected by sampling vari-
< ations. It will be noted from the rfigures in table IX that, in
1940, children under 5 years old living with thelr mothers more
nearly approach the corresponding figure for *"all" children in
the complete count than the corresponding data for children 5

Labor Force (Sample Statistlcs)--Employment and Famlly Charac—
teristlics of Women'" were processed separately and were not com—
pletely reconclled. Consequently, there are slight differences
between corresponding rlgures in the two reports. Specifrically,
the present report shows 1,200 fewer women 30 to 34 years olc
and 40 fewer women 35 to 39 years old in New Jersey and Pennsyl—
%0 9 years old, This tendency mey be explained by the ract | VARla combined, and 600 fewer women 35 %o 39 years old in
that more of the mothers of the older children than of the Missouri.
younger children had died. . In a forthecoming +technical report,

Most of the deviations discussed in this section are rela- | talled exposition of the sampling method,
tively small, yet some are appreclably larger than would be ex- | various samples that were taken, and comparisons between the
pected toresultrrcm sampling variations alone, Such deviations, | Samples and the complete count. The purpose of the report will

however, do not seriously affect most of the relationships that | be to assist in evaluating data that are published on the basis
may be deduced from the statistics presented in this repoit. of the samples.

there will be a de—
descriptions of the




	Table of Contents
	Help with the 1940 Census

