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PREFACE

This report presents detailed statistics on the marital status and family
status of the population of the United States. The statistics provide a hasis

for the study of changes in family living arrangements and income with age and
marital status.

These data are based on tabulations of a sample of the returns obtained in
the Seventeenth Decennial Census of the population of the United States, its
Territories and possessions, conducted as of April 1, 1950. Provision for the
Seventeenth Decennial Census was made in the act providing for the Fifteenth
and subsequent decennial censuses, approved June 18, 1929. The major portion
of the information compiled from the Census of Population of 1950 appears in
Volume I, Number of Inhabitants, and in Volume II, Characteristics of the
Population. These two volumes ‘contain statistics for regions, divisions, States,
and parts of States, as well as for the country as a whole.

This is one of a series of reports (Series P~E bulletins) which comprise
Volume IV, Special Reports, and which supplement the information contained in
Volumes I and II. This bulletin is a preprint of Chapter D of Part 2, Family
Characteristics, of Volume IV.

The materials presented here were prepared under the supervision of
Howard G. Brunsman, Chief, Population and Housing Division, and Dr. Henry S.
Shryock, Jr., Assistant Chief for Population Statistics, with the assistance
of Edwin D. Goldfield, Program Coordinator. They were prepared by Dr,
Paul C. Glick, Chief, Social Statistics Section, and Emanuel Landau, Chief,
Family Statistics Unit, assisted by Elizabeth A, Larmon. The compilation of
the statistics was under the direction of Robert B. Voight, Assistant Chief for
Operations, assisted by Morton A, Meyer, Ruth T. Staston, and Edward L.
Lober. Sampling procedures were under the direction of Joseph Steinberg,
Chief, Statistical Sampling Section, assisted by Joseph Waksberg and Albert
Mindlin. The technical editorial work and planning were under the supervision
of Mildred M. Russell, assisted by Dorothy M. Belzer, The collection of the
information on which these statistics were based was under the supervision of
Lowell T. Galt, then Chief, Field Division, and the tabulations were under the
supervision of C. F. Van Aken, Chief, Machine Tabulatian Division.

April 1953,
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Volume
I Number of Inhabitants (comprising Series P—A bulletins)
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MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 14 TO 74 YEARS OLD, BY SINGLE 'YEARS OF AGE AND
SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950
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Marital Status

GENERAL

This report presents detailed statistics for the
Nation as a whole on the marital status of the popula-
tion by single years of age, and on marital status by
family status, age, and income, In addition, statistics
on family status of children under 18 yearsof age are
included in the report, The data have been tabulated
by color for two types of areas, urban and rural-
nonfarm areas combined and rural-farm areas; but,
for reasons of economy, data have been published
only for some of the resulting groups. In many cases,
the groups that are not shown can be obtained by
subtraction,

The statistics are based on tabulations of a
3 1/3-percent sample of the returns of the Seventeenth
Decennial Census of the population, taken asof April 1,
1950. These statistics throw light on the changes
in family living arrangements which occur among
persons of each marital status as they become older,
as well as on the shifts in marital status with age,
Analyses of lifetime wvariations in characteristics
are often made from such a cross-section of the
population by age, in the absence of data based on a
“‘longitudinal’’ study of identical persons covering
their lifetime experiences, The figures are of con-
siderable value, also, for studying differences between
social and economic groups with respect to the
likelihood of marriage, separation, divorce, and
widowhood, and the likelihood of maintaininghomes or
of sharing the living quarters of others, The data on
persons under 18 years of age and 65 years of age
and over are of special significance for research on
problems of dependency and social security.

RELATED MATERIALS

1950 Census reports.~-This report supplements
the information on marital status, family status, and
household relationship contained in Series P-B and
P-C bulletins, which are bound in Volume II of the
1950 Census of Population; limited data on these
subjects are also shown for census tracts in Series
P.D bulletins.

The Series P-B bulletins contain data on the
number of households and inmates of institutions, and
on the population by abridged marital status categories
based on a complete count for States, standard
metropolitan areas, urbanized areas, cities, and
counties. They also contain statistics on the number
of families and unrelated individuals as well as
family income distributions, all based onthe 20-percent
sample, In the Series P-C bulletins, cross-classifica-
tions of marital status by age, relationship to head
of household by age, and family status by personal
income are shown for States and standard metropolitan

areas, and ‘data on marital status by age are also
shown for large cities; all of these statistics are
based on the 20-percent sample.

Additional -statistics on marital status are pre-
sented in nearly all of the special reports of the 1950
Census of Population; which are bound in Volume IV
of the 1950 Census of Population, (See list of publica-
tions on an-earlier page.) Data on household relation-
ship are présented:inthe special report ''Employment
and Personal Characteristics.”’ Furthermore, statis~
tics on family -status are shown in the special report
‘‘Characteristics by Size of Place*® and in the several
reports on ‘'Mobility of the Population,'' Characteris-
tica of inmates of institutions are presented by type
of institution and age in the special report *‘‘Institu-
tional Population,''

Data on families by type, composition, and
economic . characteristics for the United States,
regions, States, and the larger standard metropolitan
areas and cities are to'be shown,accordingto present
plans, in a special report entitled '‘General Charac-
teristics of Families.' Plans have also been made to
treat these subjects in greater detail for the United
States and, in some cases,for regions,inan additional
report, ‘‘Detailed. Characteristics of Families''; but
it is not known at present whether it will be feasible
to tabulate and publish the data. Furthermore, a
special report on ‘'‘Duration of Current Marital
Status'* has been . planned, but at this time it is
likewise problematic as to whether the data will be
tabulated and published. This report would show
persons by mavrital status, by age at which they
entered their current marital status and duration of
their current marital status, cross-classified by
social and economic characteristics,

1940 Census reports.--The publications of the
1940 Census, included no report comparable with the
present one. Statistics on marital status by age and
on relationship to 'head of household by age for States
and large cities were published in Volume IV of the
1940 Census of Population. Furthermore, the 1940
special report entitled ‘‘The Labor Force (Sample
Statistics)-~-Employment and Personal Characteris-
tics' contains a cross-classification of household
relationship by broad marital status categories and
age. :

Some of the information on family heads pre-
sented in this report may be compared with that
contained in the 1940 Census reports on ‘‘Families,*’
if account is taken of the changes in family concepts
that were introduced by the Bureau of the Census in
1947. Thus, data in this report on ‘'primary family*’

2D-3




oD-4 | SPECIAL REPORTS

heads may be compared with data in the 1940 reports
on ‘“‘Families' (as defined in 1940) comprising 2 or
more persons. No data on ‘‘secondary families"’
were tabulated from the 1940 Census, On the other
hand, the income data in this report are not com-
parable with those for 1940, because the latter were
limited to wage or salary income, whereas data on
income shown in this report include income from
all sources.

Current Population Reports,~-The Bureau of the
Census conducts every month the Current Population
Survey covering a sample of 25,000 households in
68 areas in 43 States and the District of Columbia,
In February 1944, February and June 1946, and April
of each year beginning with 1947, this survey has
provided national estimates of the marital status of
the population by age (Current Population Reports,
Series P-20). Statistics on families and households,
based on the present concepts, have been published
in these reports each year since 1947, The statistics
provided by the Current Population Survey are, in
general, designed to be comparable with the data for
the United States obtained in the decennial population
censuses, The actual comparability of the statistics
on marital status is discussed below in the section on
““Marital status,” and of the statistics on various

types of family units in the section on “'Family
status,”’

INTERNAL CONSISTENCY OF DATA

In the 1950 Census of Population, many of the
data were obtained from the enumeration of the total
population; however, data on income and family status
were based on reports from a 20-percent sample of
the population. As indicated earlier, the statistics in
the present report were based on a 3 1/3-percent
sample of census returns, Accordingly, because of
sampling variability and certain small biases,

deseribed in the section on ‘‘Reliability of sample
data," differences may be expected among figures

obtained from the complete count, the 20-percent
sample, and the 3 1/3-percent sample.

Some differences between figures for corre.
sponding items in different reports, or in t'a.bles
within the same report, are caused by errors in the
tabulation processes. These errors include machine
failure, loss of punch cards, and other types, (The
net effect is a tendency toward slightly smaller
counts of the same item in successive tabulations.)
Experience has shown that in mass operations two
tabulations of a large set of punch cards are not
likely to yield precisely identical results. Therefore,
tolerance limits allowing for insignificant variations
were established in advance for each tabulation. If
the differences between the results of two tabulations
fell within these limits, nothing was done to bring
them into exact agreement with each other. This
procedure was adopted in order to provide a greater
volume of data within the limits oftime and resources
available, In earlier censuses, however, the results
of different tabulations were adjusted to bring them
into exact agreement,

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA

As indicated above, some of the data obtained

‘from the tabulation on which the tables in this report

are based have not been published, For example,
all of the tabulated statistics include a cross-classifi-
cation by color, farm residence, and the most detailed
age distribution shown in the report, Many of the
unpublished figures can be obtained by subtraction,
Furthermore, the same amount of detail on family
status shown for the United States as a whole is also
available for all color, residence, and age groups,

The tabulated, but unpublished, statistics can
be made available, upon request, for the cost of
transcription or consolidation. Requests for such
unpublished material should be addressed to the
Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C,

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The definitions of the major concepts used inthe
1950 Census are given below, Several of these defini-
tions differ from those used in 1940. These changes
were made after consultation with users of census
data in order to improve the statistics, even though
it was recognized that comparability would %e
adversely affected. In many cases, the new definitions

were tested in connection with the Current Popula -,
tion Survey; and, where feasible, measures of the

impact of the change on the statistics were developed,

For a complete discussion of the definitions of
concepts used in the 1950 Census, the quality of the
data, and the problems of comparability with earlier
census data, see Volume II, Characteristics of the
PoE}xlation, Part 1, United States Summary, or the
eries P-B and P-C United States Summarybulletins,
The 1950 Population Census schedule and the major
part of the instructions to enumerators are also
reproduced in Volume II, Part 1,

MARITAL STATUS
Definitions

In the 1950 Census, data on marital status are
based on replies to the question, ‘‘Is he now married,
widowed, divorced, separated, or L[has he ] never
[been ] married?** The classification refers to the
status at the time of enumeration., Persons classified
as ‘‘married’’ comprise, therefore, both those who
have been married only once and those who remarried
after having been widowed or divorced. Persons
reported as separated or in common-law marriages
are classified as married. Those reported as never
married or with annulled marriages are classified
as single, Since it is probable that some divorced
persons are reported as single, married, or widowed,
the census returns doubtless understate somewhat the

actual number of divorced persons who have mnot
remarried.

The category ‘‘Married’ is further divided into
‘‘married, spouse present’ and ‘‘married, spouse
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absent,”’ A person is classified as ‘‘'married, spouse
present® if the person's husband or wife was reported
as a member of the household or quasi household in
which the person was enumerated, even though he or
she may have been temporarily absent on business
or vacation, visiting, in a hospital, etc,, at the time
of the enumeration, The number of married men
with wife present classified as heads of households
is the same as the number of wives of heads of
households except for - differences arising from
sampling variation or from processing errors.

Persons reported as separated are shown as one
subdivision of the group designated as ‘'‘married,
spouse absent.'’ Separated persons include those with
legal separations, those living apart with intentions
of obtaining a divorce, and other married persons
permanently or temporarily estranged from their
spouse because of marital discord, The group ‘‘other
married, spouse absent'’ includes married persons
employed and living for several months at a con-
siderable distance from their homes, those whose
spouse was absent in the armed forces, in-migrants
whose spouse remained in another area, husbands
or wives of inmates of institutions, and all other
married persons (except those reported as separated)
whose place of residence was not the same as that
of their spouse, All married inmates of institutions
are classified as married, spouse absent, even
though this disposition may be contrary to the facts
in a few cases.

Differences between the number of married
men and the number of married women are due partly
to the absence of husbands or wives from the country
at the time of enumeration, Examples are women
whose husbands were in the armed forces overseas
and immigrants whose husbands or wives were still
abroad, Differences may also arise from the fact
that many husbands and wives had their usual place
of residence in different areas within the country,
from variations in the completeness of enumeration
of married men and women, and from response and
processing errors.

. The number of married men with wife present
should obviously be the same as the number of
married women with husband present, but the figure
in this report for the former is about 1.7 percent
smaller than that for the latter, The difference may
be attributed in part to small biases which arose
when the enumerators failed to follow their sampling
instructions exactly, and in part to processing errors,

Comparability

Earlier census data.--Inquiry regarding marital
status was first made in the Census of 1880 but the
results were not tabulated; the earliest federal census
figures for marital status available are therefore those
for 1890, .

The category '‘Separated’’ was included in the
question on marital status for the first time in 1950,
It was added to the categories *'Single,"’ ‘‘Married, "
'*Widowed,"" and ‘‘Divorced' included in previous
censuses, in order to distinguish between those
married persons with spouse absent on account of
marital discord and other married persons with
spouse absent, With the introduction of this category,
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figures on separated, divorced, and widowed persons
may be combined to yield the total number of persons
with ''broken'' marriages, This change, however, may
have made the number of persons reported as divorced
somewhat smaller in 1950 than it would have been
under the earlier procedure, Furthermore, it is
possible that estranged husbands and wives may not
have reported their marital status consistently.

In 1950, as in previous censuses, marital
status was not reported for a small number of
persons, For such persons marital status was es-
timated in 1950 and 1940 on the basis of age and the
presence of spouse or children, Because of the methods
of estimation used, however, some persons who would
have been classified as single under the 1940 procedure
were classified as ‘'married, spouse absent' or
widowed in 1950,

Current Population Survey.--Statistics on
marital status are collected annually for the Nation
as a whole in the Current Population Survey. The
estimated marital status distribution of the population
based on the Current Population Survey for March
1950 is quite close to that based on the 1950 Census
for the major marital status categories, (See table
A.)

An examination 0f 1950 Census returns on marital
status for a sample of persons whowere also included
in the Current Population Survey for April 1950
indicates, again, that the major categories, single and
total married, showed relatively close agreement, but
that some of the smaller categories showed greater
relative differences., (See table B,) The difference
with respect to married persons with spouse absent
may have been affected by the fact that the category
‘‘Separated’ was used in the 1950 Census but not in
the Current Population Survey for April 1950, The
differences between the percentages in tables A and B
based on the Current Population Survey arise in part
from the fact that the sample of ‘‘matched'®’ persons
on which table B is based is not necessarily repre-
sentative of all persons 14 years old and over, since
those not matched may have somewhat different
characteristics,

FAMILY STATUS
Definitions

The classification of the population by ‘‘family
status'' is presented in greater detail in this report
than in any other 1950 Census report, In this classi-
fication, an initial distinction is made between persons
living in households and persons living in quasi
households. Within each of these broad categories,
persons who are family members are distinguished
from those who are not family members. Persons in
families are subdivided into those who are related
to the household head (that is, persons in “primary
families'') and all others (persons in ‘‘secondary
families®'). Family members are further classified
by relationship to the family head., Persons not in
families are subdivided into those who are household
heads (‘'primaryindividuals''), inmates of institutions,
and all others (‘‘secondary individuals'’), The com-
plexity of this classification is a reflection of the
varied family living arrangements which characterize
the population.
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Household,~-A householdincludes all the persons
who occupy a house, an apartment or other group of
rooms, or a room that constitutes a dwelling unit,
In general, a group of rooms occupied as separate
living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has separate
cooking equipment or a separate entrance; a single
room occupied as separate living quarters is a
dwelling unit if it has separate cooking equipment or
if it constitutes the only living quarters in the
structure. A household includes the related family
members and also the unrelated persons, if any, such
as lodgers, foster children, wards, or employees who
share the - dwelling unit., A person living alone ina
dwelling unit, or a group of unrelated persons sharing
a dwelling unit as partners, is also counted as a
household. ‘

One person in eachhousehold is designated as the
‘*head.’® The number of heads ofhouseholds, therefore,
is equal to the number of households; it i5 also equal
to the number of heads of primary families plus the
number of primary individuals,

The average population per household may be
obtained by dividing the population in households by
the number of heads of households, ~

Quasi household.--A quasi household is a group
of persons living in quarters not classified as a
dwelling unit, for example, in a house with at least
five lodgers, or in a hotel, dormitory, institution,
labor camp, or military barracks,

Family,--A family, as defined inthe 1950 Census,
is a group of two or more persons related by blood,
marriage, or adoption and living together; all such
persons are regarded as members of one family. A
family -may comprise persons in either a household
or a quasi household, If the son of the head of the
household and the son's wife are members of the
household, they are treated as part of the head's
family., A lodger and his wife who are not related to
the head of the household, or a resident employee and
his wife living in, are considered as a separate family,
however, Thus, a household may contain more than one
family. A household head living alone or with non-
relatives only is not regarded as a family, Some
households, therefore, do not contain a family,

A ‘‘primary family' comprises the head of a
household and all (one or more) other persons in the
household related to the head., All other families
are ‘''secondary families'; these comprise groups
of mutually related persons, such as lodgers or
resident employees, in either households or quasi
households, who are not members of a primary
family. A few groups of mutually related inmates
of institutions may have been sharing the same living
quarters, but they are not counted here as families

because of the special circumstancesunder which they
were living, ‘

. The average population per family may be
obtained by dividing the population in families by the
number of heads of families,

Primary individual,--A primary individual is a
household head living alene or with nonrelatives only,
A‘xbout five' out of every six primary individuals were
living alone (as one-person households) in 1950,
according to statistics from the 1950 Censuses of
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Population and Housing. Examples of primary indi-
viduals living with nonrelatives include a single
woman who shares her apartment with a partner or
housekeeper, and a widow who has a lodger occupying
a room in her house.

Secondary individual,--A secondary individual is
a person (other than a primaryindividual or an inmate
of an institution) who is not related to any other person
in the household or quasi household, Secondary
individuals include lodgers, resident employees, hotel
guests, students living in college dormitories,
members of the armed forces living in military
barracks, resident staff members of institutions, and
other persons living apart from relatives.

In other reports of the Bureau of the Census,
the term ‘‘unrelated individuals'’ is used when
referring to the combination of primaryand secondary
individuals.

Inmate of institution.~~This category includes
persons living as inmates in such placesashomes for
delinquent or dependent children, homes and schools
for the mentally or physically handicapped, places
providing specialized medical care, homes for the
aged, prisons, and- jails. Persons in this category
exclude staff members and their families,

As indicated earlier in the discussion of '‘family
status,’' persons not in families comprise '‘unrelated
individuals'' (primary and secondary individuals) and
inmates of institutions. The term ‘‘unrelated indi-
viduals'® has been defined so as to exclude inmates
of institutions, largely because statistics on ‘‘unrelated
individuals'’ are more useful to consumers of data on
labor force, income, and housing statistics if they
exclude inmates,

Head of family,--One person in each family is
designated as the ‘‘head,'' The number of heads of
families is, therefore, equal tothe number of families,
The head is usually the person regarded as the head
by the members of the family, Married women are
not classified as heads if their husbands are living
with them at the time of the census.,

Wife of family head.~-The number of women
who are wives of family heads is the same as the
number of ‘‘husband-wife families."

‘The number of married women with husband
present who are not wives of family heads is the
same as the number of ‘‘husband-wife subfamilies®';
these subfamilies are primary family members and
represent married couples who are sharing the
living quarters of a relative who is a household head,
In the tables in this report, husband-wife subfamilies
can thus be identified; but from the punch cards used
in preparing the tables it was impossible to identify
the other type of subfamilies, namely, ‘‘parent-child
subfamilies’’ (groups consisting of one parent and one
or more sons or daughters under 18 yearsold sharing
the home of a relative who is a household head),

Child of family head,--This category includes
sons and daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children
of the family head regardless of their age or marital
status, It excludes sons-in-law and daughters-in-law

and, of course, any children of the head who have
left their parental home, :
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Son- or daughter-in-law of family head.--This
group includes the husbands and wives of children,
stepchildren, and adopted children of the head.

Grandchild of family head,--This category com-
prises family members who are sons, daughters,
stepchildren, or adopted children of a child of the
head.

Parent of family head,--This class comprises
family members who are either parents or parents-in-
law of the head,

Other relative of family head.--In the most
detailed relationship classification, shownfoxr primary
family members in table 1, this group includes such
family members as sisters-in-law, nephews, brothers,
aunts, grandparents, cousins, great-grandchildren,
and all other persons in the household or quasi
household not mentioned above who were reported as
related to the family head (or his wife) by blood,
marriage, or adoption. This includes occasional
instances of distant relatives. In the less detailed
classifications, this group includes, in addition, some
of the types of family members mentioned above.
For example, ''other relatives® insecondary families
shown in table 1 includes children, sons- or daughters-
in-law, grandchildren, and parents of the secondary
family head; in this particular case, the greater
relac.ltionship detail was not available from the punch
cards.

Lodger,--All persons in households who are not
related to the head, except resident employees and
their families, are counted as lodgers. Among these
persons are lodgers, roomers, and boarders, and their
relatives residing inthe same household. Also included
here are the small numbers of partners, foster
children, and wards.

Resident employee.~-This category consists of
all employees of the head of the household who
usually reside in the household with their employer,
and their relatives residing in the same household,
The main types of such employees are cooks, maids,
nurses, and hired farm hands, In 1950, the small
number of relatives of resident employees were
included in the count of resident employees with whom
they lived, whereas, in 1940, they were shown as
lodgers,

Comparability

Earlier census data.--Population reports for
each census since 1850 contain figures on the number
of households. Information on household relationship
has been collected in each census since 1880, but
it was not until 1940 that the reports contained any
data on this subject, (See section on '‘Related ma-
terials,'’) Statistics on relationship to family head
are not available from the 1940 Census in the detail
shown here, The figures on relationship to head of
primary family shown in this report may be compared
with the 1940 and 1950 statistics on relationship to
head of household, provided primary individuals are
added to heads of primary families to obtain the
total number of heads of households for 1950,

Table C shows data for 1940 and 1950 on
relationship to head of household by marital status
and sex, The increase in the proportion of persons
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classified as heads of households and the decrease
in the proportion of relatives (other than wife) of the
head reflect the -unusually rapid rate of household
formation during the 1940's; the decrease in the
proportion of relatives of the head reflects also the
increase in the number of young men who had left
their parental homes for service in the armed forces
and the fact that college .students were enumerated
at their college :residences in 1950 but usually at
their parental homes in 1940,

Minor changes in the instructions for identifying
dwelling units in 1950 as compared with 1940 may have
affected to a slight extent the increase in households
(that is, the number of heads of households) hetween
the two dates. For example, in the 1940 Census, the
occupants of a lodginghouse were regarded as consti-
tuting a quasihouseholdifthe placeincluded 11 lodgers
or more; in the 1950 Census the criterionwas reduced
to 5 lodgers or more. Ingeneral, however, the number
of households and the number of occupied dwelling units
in the 1950 Census may be regarded as comparable
with the number of ‘‘families,' *'private households,"*
and occupied dwelling units as shown in the census

. reports for 1930 and 1940.

In the 1950 Census, the number of households and
the number of occupied dwelling units were identical
by definition; smalldifferences betweenthese numbers
appear in the published reports, however, because the
data for the Population and the Housing reports were
processed independently.

The term ‘‘family’ as used in the 1950 Census
is not comparable with that used by the Bureau of the
Census before 1947. The new definition excludes the
large number of primary individuals who would have
been classified as families under the old definition.On
the other hand, the mnew definition includes the small
number of secondary families who would not have been
classified as families under the old definition. The net
effect has been to decrease the number of families.

The coverage of theinstitutional population inthe
1950 Census is somewhat more inclusive than that in
the 1940 Census. For example, patients intuberculosis
sanitaria were counted as inmates in 1950 but not in
1940. Furthermore, the identification of certain other
types of institutions, such as nursing, convalescent,
and rest homes, was probably improved in 1950 by the
use of lists of such places compiled from welfare
agencies. ' oo

Current Population Survey data.--Estimates of
the number of households and the number of families
for the United States as awhole are published annually
from the Current Population Survey. The estimate
based on this survey for March 1950 were higher than
the corresponding figures fromthe census.¥For house-
holds, the census figure based on the complete count
was 42,857,335, and the survey estimate was
43,468,000. For families, the census figure based on
the 20-percent sample data was 38,310,980, whereas
the survey estimate was 39,193,000, In both cases, the
differences are too.great to be attributed to sampling
variability alone. Such factors as the methods uged in
weighting the survey estimates and the differences
between the training and experience of the interviewers
used in the survey and in the census may also account
in part for the lack of agreement in the two sets of
data. (See also section below on ‘‘*Post-Enumeration
Survey.'")
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These factors also.affectthe comparability of the
figures onthe number of unrelated individuals (primary
and secondary individuals) obtained from the census
and from the Current Population Survey. The census
figure for the number of primary individuals basedon
the 3 1/3-percent sample data, 4,754,000, was virtually
the same as the survey estimate for March 1950,
namely, 4,737,000, The difference was much greater
among secondary individuals 14 years old and over, for
whom the 3 1/3-percent sample figure was 6,095,000,
as compared with the survey estimate of 4,098,000,
In this case, the difference is in part a reflection of
the fact that, unlike the census, the survey excluded
from its coverage all members of the armed forces
except those living off post or with their families on
post; these armed forces members were classifiedas
secondary individuals inthe census.Moreover, college
students were generally enumerated at their own
homes in the Current Population Survey and classified
as family members but were enumerated at their col-
lege residenceinthe census,usually as secondary indi-
viduals. The difference incoverage of the armed forces
and college students may account for about 1,250,000
of the total difference of 2 million in the number of
secondary individuals.

Data available from a sample of persons included
in both the 1950 Census of Population and the Current
Population Survey for April 1950 indicate thatthe sur-
vey enumerators classified as heads of households
some persons whom census enumerators classified as
other types of household members, generally as
lodgers; most lodgers are secondary individuals.(See
table D.) This fact suggests that, when complex living
arrangements were encountered, survey enumerators
more often than census enumerators identified as
separate households a person or group of persons

occupying only a part of the living quartersin a house
or apartment.

Post-EnumerationSurvey.~-The Post-Enumera-
tion Survey of the 1950 Census studied to some extent
the accuracy of census data on the number of house-
holds and on relationship to head of household; marital
status, however, was not among the items that were
checked. This survey was a sample re-enumeration
which entailed a direct check on a case-by-case basis
of the original enumeration.

The results of the survey show that some house-
holds were erroneously omitted fromthe census count,
whereas others were included that should not have
been. On balance, the data indicate a net undercount
of about a million households, or 2.5 percent, in the

1950 Census. This estimate is subject to a standard

error of about 90,000 households. It represents the
difference between an estimated 1,300,000 households
missed in the census or erroneously enumerated as a
part of another household and an estimated 300,000
households included in the census by mistake or
erroneously enumerated as separate households.

Households are more likely to be ‘‘*erroneously
enumerated’’ when living arrangements are complex
and there is difficulty in identifyingthe proper number
of households. For example, two married couples
occupying a given set of living quarters mayhave been
erroneously counted as one household whereas the
circumstances were such that they should have been
counted .as two households; or they may have been
erroneously counted as two households instead of one.
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Errors of this type do not necessarily affectthe count
of persons; in part for this reason, andin part because
households missed in the census tend to be relatively
small, the Post-Enumeration Survey indicates that the
net undercount of population (1.4 percent) is less than
the under?count of households (2.5 percent).

Begides the difficulty in identifying the proper
number of households, other factors influencing the
count of households include errors inthe classification
of dwelling units as vacant, as occupied by nonresi-
dents, or as occupied by residents; enumeration of
households in the wrong enumeration district; dupli-
cate enumeration of households; and failure to enu-
merate households.

Furthermore, an analysis of the data from the
Post-Enumeration Survey onthe accuracy of the census
enumeration by relationship to head of household indi-
cates a greater tendency for census enumerators to
miss household members in the categories '‘Lodger"
and '‘Resident employee'' than those who are house-
hold heads or relatives of heads.

Additional information from the Post-Enumera~-
tion Survey on census enumeration errors is given on
pp. XIII and XIV of Volume I and in Part 1 of Volume
II of the 1950 Census of Population. A more complete
discussion of the completeness of enumeration of occu-
pied dwelling units (same as number of households)is
given in the United States Summary of Volumel of the
1950 Census of Housing; this source algo contains a
statement on the difference between the completeness
of the count of occupied dwelling units and of the count
of population. A more detailed account of the methods
and results of the Post-Enumeration Survey will be
published at a later date.

AGE

The age classification is based on the age of the
person at his last birthday as of the date of enumera-
tion, that is, the age of the personin completed years,
The enumerator was instructed to obtain the age of
each person as of the datewof his visit rather than as of
April 1, 1950.

A considerable body of evidence exists which
indicates that statistics for single years of age gen-
erally reflect a tendency toward the overreporting of
ages ending in 0, 2, 5 and 8, that is, the frequencies
for these single years of age tend to exceed those for
the two adjoining years. This type of misreporting
presumably occurs in situations in which the respond-
ent, in the absence of specific knowledge as to his exact
age or the age of the personfor whom he is reporting,
gives an approximate figure. For similar reasons, the
ages which tend to be overreported also generally con-

tain disproportionately large numbers of persons re-
ported as single.

The population ‘‘pyramid'* on p. 2D-2 portrays
the marital status of persons at each single year of
age This schematic representation is of particular
value for the analysis of changes in marital status
by age as a net result of marriage, remarriage,
widowhood, and divorce. It reveals, among other
things, the extent to which women tend to marry at
a younger age than men; the ages by which most
persons have married for the first time; and the
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ages by which married persons of each sex are no
longer in the majority.

FARM RESIDENCE

In this report, the population is divided by
**farm residence' into two groups: (1) Urban and
rural-nonfarm population and (2) rural-farm popu-
lation. According to the new definition that was
adopted for use in the 1950 Census, the urban
population comprises all persons living in (a) places
of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities,
boroughs, 'and villages, (b) incorporated towns of
2,500 inhabitants or more except in New England,
New York, and Wisconsin, where '‘towns'' are simply
minor civil divisions of counties, (c) the densely
settled urban fringe, including both incorporated and
unincerporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or more,
and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more outside any urban fringe. The remaining popu-
lation is classified as rural.

_ According to the old definition, the urban popu-
lation was limited to all persons living inincorporated
" places of 2,500 inhabitants or more and in areas
(usually minor civil divisions) classified as urban
under special rules relating to population size and
density, In view of this change in definition, the
statistics for 1940 by urban-rural residence are not
comparable with those for 1950.

. The rural-farm population for 1950, as for
1940 and 1930, includes all persons living on farms
in rural areas without regard to occupation. In
determining farm and nonfarm residence in the 1950
Census, however, certain special groups were clas-
sified otherwise than in earlier censuses. In 1950,
persons living on what might have been considered
farm land were classified as nonfarm if they paid
cash rent for their homes and yards only. Persons
in institutions, summer camps, '‘motels,’" andtourist
camps were classified as nonfarm. For the United
States as a whole, there is evidence from the Current
Population Survey that the farm population in 1950
would have been slightly larger had the 1940 procedure

! The estimated number of persons in the population
at each gingle year of age was obtained, for the most
part, by mathematical interpolation of complete~count
statistics for 5-year age groups. The number of per-
sona by marital status < in each single year of age was
obtained by multiplication of the smoothed population
data by the respective marital status percentages
shown in table 1 for persons 14 to 29 years old. For
persons 30 to 74 years old, it was believed thdat age
misreporting had intrcduced a blas in the single year
of age figures for the number in each marital status
ag well as for the number in the population. There~
fore, the percentages by marital status in table 1 for
bersons in these ages were graphically smoothed and
then applied to the smoothed population data to obtain
the numbers for the figure.
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been used, In this report separate data are presented
for the rural-farm population rather than for the total
farm population since virtually all of the farm
population is located in rural areas and since other
census data are nearly always presented in this
manner.

The rural-nonfarm population includes all
persons living outside urban areas who do not live
on farms. The rural-nonfarm population comprises
persons living in a variety of types of residences,
such as isclated nonfarm homes in the open country,
villages and hamlets of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants,
and some of the {ringe areas surrounding the smaller
incorporated areas.

COLOR

The term ‘‘color' refers to the division of the
population into two groups, white and nonwhite. The
group designated as '‘nonwhite’! consists of Negroes,
Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and other nonwhite races.
Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not
definitely Indian . or of other nonwhite race were
classified as white.

INCOME IN 1949

Income, as defined in the 1950 Censuas, is the
sum of money received, less losses, {rom the following
sources: wages or salary; net income (or loss) from
the operation of afarm, ranch, business, or profession;
net income {or loss) from rents or receipts from
roomers or boarders; royalties, interest, dividends,
and periodic income from estates and trust funds;
pensions; veterans' payments, armed-forces allot-
ments for dependents, and other governmental
paymenta or assistance; and other income such as
contributions for support from persons who are not
members of the household, alimony, and periodic
receipts from insurance policies or annuities. The
figures in this report represent the amount of income
received by persons before deductions for personal
income taxes, social security, bond purchases, union
dues, etc.

Receipts from the following sources were not
included as income: money received from the sale of
property. unless the recipient was engaged in the
business of selling such property; the value of income
**in kind,'* such as food produced and consumed in
the home and free living quarters; withdrawals of

" bank deposits; money borrowed; tax refunds; gifts;

and lump-sum inheritance or insurance payments.

Income data in this report are for the non-
institutional population 14 years old and over reporting
on income. (Because of mechanical limitations, data
for persons not reporting on income were not tab-
ulated separately for persons in each family status.)
The income is the person's own income; it does not
include income received by any other member of the
family.
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Table A.--MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD Table B.--~PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY MARITAL STATUS
AND OVER, BY SEX, BASED ON CENSUS (SERIES FOR IDENTICAL PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
P-B) ‘AND ON CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY, FOR OBTAINED BY CENSUS AND BY CURRENT POPULATION
THE UNITED STATES: '1950 ‘ SURVEY ENUMERATORS
(Complete~count data from 1950 Census and sample data (
N Data for a matched group of approximately 51,000
from Current Population Survey for Marech 1950) persons enumerated in both the 1950 Census of
Population and the Current Population Survey
Current Popula- for April 1950)
‘ Census tion Survey?®
Marital status :
and sex
. Per- Per- Current
Numbez cent Number cent Marital status and sex Census Population
Survey
Males..s.seass 55,311,617 | 100,0{54,287,000| 100.0 ‘
Singlesseceassennas 14,518,079 26,2 14,212,000 26.2 Mal@esaccosnsansasnseveanee 100.0 100,0
Married....e...... (37,399,617 67.6|37,022,000 68.2 SINElessecnserarsanssararansane 22.9 23.4
Widowed and Married.sieesesiosversnnensanans 72.0 71.6
divorced.vsssvso.| 3,393,921 6.1| 3,054,000 5.6 Married, wife present........ 70.3 7044
Married, wife absenta..eseoses 1.7 1.2
Female....es.. 57,042,417 | 100.0|56,635,000 100.0 | WidoWed:eueassssseasraoossansns 3.7 3.7
SInElen.rrnnsnenss |IL,45%,266] 20.1]11,126,000] 19.6 | DIVOTCEAecererersecenrerennnenn 1.4 1.3
Married..ve.s.0004|37,503,836| 65.7{37,451,000 66.1
Widowed and 2 ’ ’ ’ Female s cosecastsscancnnns 100,0 100,0
divorcedevesonces 8,084,315 1402 8,058,000 1402 Si!lgle..--...-,..-..-..-u'.-... 18.0 18-2
Married.eiseeseocasnrsnsasanaes 68.0 674
1 Excludes about 500,000 members of the armed forces Married, husband present....- 2 6.2
(mostly single) who were living in military barracks; ’ BEITa e veen * *
. . WidoWedeseseorososnvososnsanans 11.9 12.3
also assumes about 250,000 fewer persons in institu- Div . 5.2 2.1
tiOnS th&n Shown by census. OO0 sasrvesesasetnsssssnase % .

B

Teble C.--RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD BY MARITAL STATUS AND SEX, FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD

, AND. OVER, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 AND 1940
(Data for 1950 based on 3 1/5-percent éample and data for 1940 based on 5-percent sample)
* Percent
Maritel status, relationship to head ‘ distribution
of household, and sex 1930 1940 ‘
' 1950 1940
T R LRI TRR TR 54,620,430 50,543,840 100.0 100.0
Head of household.eisseassscansssossssasstesnnsans 35,870,770 29,762,800 65.7 58.9
Married, wife present..sevesscsoccecconiasscssnne 32,699,480 26,632,400 59.9 52.7
ObHET s v vasesssnsasasssnsassasonsasnnssssacenns 3,171,290 3,130,400 5.8 6.2
Relative of he@d.eaicarcrsnsnvrnsassasncessvassnns 13,386,400 16,102,860 24.5 31.9
. Married, wife presemt..eciseicecrsccsacsesnsanss 1,779,390 1,646,220 3.3 3.3
81 7= 11,607,010 14,456,640 21.3 28.6
Nonrelative of head or member of quasi household.. 5,363,260 4,678,180 9.8 9.3
Married, wife DreseNbaessssecescseesssostssocrnns 521,260 419,740 1.0 0.8
Obher . cessisreionssnsrstarostoesorasnsssssnsssss 4,842,000 4,258,440 8.9 8.4
Female-.u...........---.-u..........---..... 57’081’030 50,471,900 10000 100‘0
Head Of hoUSENOLdsesesssesnsascarsasssnssesannnens 6,372,400 5,361,580 1.2 10.6
Singlessssnersriasasnscnntarsasecssconssnsaanans 1,034,580 903,460 1.8 1.8
e P T T LT T Y TPrP PRPY 5,337,820 4,458,120 9.4 8.8
Wife of headicieersiacasiiararsnrnniaensioncase, 33,322,070 26,295,660 58.4 52.1
Other relative of head.e..ssoecrsacuareacienannee. 13,690,170 15,316,540 24.0 30.3
Married, husband present..eiericseecacacosecsnes 1,772,220 1,558,120 3.1 3.1
Other-:t--on---‘-.;.--.ao-..--c.-o..o-o--------o 11)917’950 13,758,420 2009 27l3
Nonrelative of head or member of quasi household.. 3,696,390 3,498,120 6.5 6.9
Married, husband present.i.ciecessessssconeccvene 500,860 402,600 0.9 0.8
Otheru.-..-..'n...--..-.-..--..-.....-.o-...--. 3,195,530 3,095,520 5.6 601
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Table D.~~PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY RELATIONSHIFP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD FOR IDENTICAL, PERSONS
OBTAINED BY CENSUS AND BY CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY ENUMERATORS
(Data for a matched group of approximately 69,000 persons enumerated in both the 1950
Census of Population and the Current Population Survey for April 1950)
. : ; Current ‘ Current
Relagi‘OﬁShizhgl) dhead Census |Population Relagi.oﬁgﬂizhgg dhead Census | Populatilon
ou Survey Survey
A11 DETBODSssesssreesnnnseen|  100.0 100.0 | Other relative of heades.eeses.. 6.9 7.2
, Nonrelative of head..sreerovesss 2.7 2.4
Head of householdesesecssesoccaca 29.9 30,1, '
Wife of household headssesessass 23.6 23.6 Quasi household member..erevsvss 0.1 0.1
Child of household head..ecaeess 36.7 36.6

RELIABILITY OF

SAMPLE DESIGN

The data in the tables which follow are based
on information tabulated for a representative sample
of approximately 3 1/3 percent of the population. A
separate line was provided on the population schedule
for each person enumerated, with every fifth line
designated as a sample line. Within each enumeration
district, the schedules were divided approximately
equally among five versions. On each version the
sample constituted a different set of lines so that
each line on the schedule was in the sample on one
of the five versions.? The statistics in this report
are based on tabulations of a systematic selection
of one-gixth of the persons on these sample lines,
or about 3 1/3 percent of the population.

Estimates of the number of persons with specified
characteristics have in all cases been obtained by
multiplying the number of persons in the sample with
these characteristics by 30. Estimates of percentages
have been obtained in each case by using the sample
values for both the numerator and denominator.

Although the sampling plan used did not auto-
matically insure an exact 3 l/3-percent sample of
persons, it was unbiased and the deviation from
3 1/3 percent was expected to be quite small for
major categories of the population. Small biases,
however, arose when the enumerator failed to follow
his instructions exactly. These were usually in the
direction of a slight underrepresentation of adult
males, particularly heads of households inthe sample.
Errors of processing as noted in the section on
‘‘Internal consistency of data'' resulted in a further

reduction in the sample size. (As a result of these

errors, a few numbers may not be exact multiples
of 30.)

2 In 19 counties of Michigan and Ohio, the sample
consisted basically of every fifth household and all
persons  in these households were considered in the
sample. ‘Such a household sample was used as an ex-—
periment to determine +the feasibility of this type of
sample in future censuses of population.

SAMPLE DATA

Tables E and F present comparisons of marital
status, household, and family statistics based on
complete counts or 20-percent sample estimates,
and on 3 1/3-percent sample estimates. Differences
between complete counts and 3 1/3-percent sample
estimates reflect, among other things, enumerators’
errors in selecting the sample, and errors
in processing. Differences between 20~percent sample
estimates and.3 1/3-per¢ent‘sample estimates reflect
primarily sampling variability, although they also
may include some processing errors. The net effect
of these factors is relatively small and should have
little influence on the interpretation of the data.
Volume II of the 1950 Census ‘of Population is the
zource of the complete count and 20-percent sample

ata.

SAMPLING VARIABILITY

Since the data /in this report are based ona
sample of the population, they are subject to sampling
variability, which can be estimated from the standard
errors shown in tables G and H. These tables do not
reflect the biases mentioned above, Table G presents
the approximate standard errors of estimates of
selected sizes. Table H shows the approximate
standard errors of percentages when computed by
using data from this report for both numerator and
denominator. Linear interpolation can be used for
estimates not shown in the tables.

The standard error is a measure of sampling
variability. The chances are about 2 out bf 3 that
the difference due to sampling variability between an
estimate and the figure that would have been obtained
from a complete count of the population is less than
the standard error. The amount by which the standard
error must be multiplied to obtain other odds deemed
more appropriate can be found in most statistical
textboocks. For example, the chances are about 19
out of 20 that the difference is less than twice the
standard error, and 99 out of 100 that it is less
than 2} times the standard error.

Illustration.~-Table 3 shows that in April 1950
there were an estimated 45,720 rural-farm divorced
women l4 years old and over in primary families
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(81.7 percent of the estimated 55,980 rural-farm
divorced women 14 years old and over). From linear

- interpolation between values in table G it is found

that the standard error of an estimate of 45,720
rural-farm residents is about 1,180. Consequently,
the chances are about 2 out of 3 that the figure which
would have been obtained from a complete count of
the number of rural-farm divorced women 14 years
old and over in primary families would have differed
by less than 1,180 from the sample estimate. It also
follows that there is only 1 chance in 100 that a
complete count would have differed by as much as
2,950, that is, by 2} times the standard error. Table
H shows, also by linear interpolation, thatthe standard
error of the 81.7 percent on a base of 55,980is
about 0.9 percent.

The standard errors shown in tables G and H
are not directly applicable to differences between two
estimates. The standard error of adifference between
two sample estimates is approximately the square

_ root of the sum of the squares of the standard error

of each estimate considered separately. This formula
is a good approximation for the difference between
estimates of the same characteristic in different
areas, or for the difference between separate and
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. In
other cases, it is only a rough approximation.

Tables G and H are not directly applicable
to estimates of medians, if these are computed from
the data in this report. The sampling variability of
estimates of medians depends on the distributions
upon which the medians are based.?

The smaller figures and small differences
between figures should be used with particular care
because they are subject to larger relative error
arising. from sampling variability and processing
and enumeration errors. These figures have been
included in the tables to permit analysis of broader
groups with smaller relative error.

RATIO ESTIMATES

It is possible to make an improved estimate of
an absolute number (improved in the sense that the
standard error is smaller) whenever the class in
question forms a part of a larger group for which
both a sample estimate and a complete count are

SPECIAL REPORTS

available. (Complete counts for some of the broader
classes for which data are shown may be found in
Volume II of the 1950 Census of Population.) This
alternative estimate is particularly useful when the
characteristic being estimated is a substantial part
of the larger group; when the proportion is small,
the improvement will be relatively minor. The
improved ‘estimate (usually referred to as a ratio
estimate) may be obtained by multiplying a percentage
based on sample data by the figure which represents
the complete count of the base of the percentage. An
alternative method is to multiply the estimate shown
in this report by the ratio of the complete count to
the sample estimate of the larger group. The last
column of table E contains such ratios for some
major classes of items and can be used to derive
ratio estimates.

The effect of using ratio estimates of this type
is, in general, to reduce the relative sampling
variability from that shown for an estimate of a
given size in table G tothat shownfor the correspond-
ing percentage in table H., Estimates of these types
are not being published by the Bureau of the Census
because of the much higher cost necessary for their
preparation than for estimates derived by multiplying
the sample results by 30.

3 The standard error of a median based on sample
data may be estimated as follows: If the estimated
total number reporting the characteristic is N, com-

pute the number g— - 2.8VN.

in the table until the class interval which contains
this number is located. By linear interpolation, ob-

tain the value below which N 2.8VN cases lie.

Cumulate the frequencies

2 N In 8
gimilar manner, obtain thevalue below which = + 2.8VN

2
cages lie. If information on the characteristic had
been obtained from the total population,
are about 2 out of 3 that the median would lie between
these two values. The chances will be about 19 out of
20 that +the median will be i1in the interval computed

similerly but using § * 2(2.8)VN and about 99 in 100
that it will be in the interval obtained by using
g-t (2.5) (2.8)NVN.

+he chances
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Table E.-~COMPARISON OF COMPLETE~COUNT AND 3 1/3-PERCENT SAMPLE DATA ON MARITAL STATUS, BY FARM
RESIDENCE, COLOR, AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 '
Percent distribution | Ratio of
lete
3 1/3_ comp
R Complete count to
Subject count gz;cigt Complete Bel/B-t 3 1/3-
P count p rcin percent
samp-Le. sample
UNITED STATES~~TOTAL
Male, 14 Years and OVEIssessssssessesssssas 55,311,617 54,620,430 100.0 100.0 1.013
SINELE.ussesruss  sesesvsserernnisseniiennas 14,518,079 14,373,990 26.2 26.3 1.010
Married..... Netecavesecraesarenrrtareasann 37,399,617 36,883,830 67.6 67.5 1.014
Widowed or d....¢cedsisvaeesrrerssersssseersenses 3,393,921 3,362,610 6.1 6.2 1.009
Female, 14 years and oVeT.eieverssoconsneas 57,042,417 57,081,030 100.0 100.0 0.999
SINELerarnterestasransesasessonsasssnsissesrnce 11,454,266 11,368,410 20,1 19,9 1.008
MAITLEA 4 ¢ e vaesenssnsnenssessnosesncnsssssssnnse 37,503,836 37,602,960 65.7 65.9 0,997
Widowed or divorced..sssscssssoncnosssscancncns 8,084,315 8,109,660 4.2 14.2 0.997
UNITED STATES--NONWHITE
Male, 14 years and OVEI's.sesessccesacsavase 5,332,608 5,297,820 100.0 100.0 1,007
Single i ciiiiieeiiseentencrrossncascscisrnieanae 1,530,810 1,505,250 28.7 28.4 1.017
L 3,419,009 3,416,520 641 64.5 1.001
Widowed or divorced..iee.sveceeseasasssasassace 382,789 376,050 7.2 7.1 1.018
Female, 14 years and OVET...iesssssssscnnen 5,688,302 5,692,860 100.0 100.0 0.999
SINElesseerreencrinarocsosrasannstsnssiasssnase 1,182,248 1,175,580 0.8 20.7 1.006
METTICA ¢ e senosrsennsssassesssasesnasannanssnne 3,526,356 3,530,850 62.0 62.0 0.999
Widowed or divorced...seescssscnrsrsssrarasenss 979,698 986,430 17.2 17.3 0.993
RURAL FARM--TOTAL
Male, 14 years and OVET...esssescacscarsses 8,399,488 8,329,320 | 100.0 100.0 1.008
BINgleeseaerriecieansbsonnrasasenssesassnssanes 2,606,842 2,599,290 31.0 31.2 1.003
e F 5,379,478 5,330,070 6440 64.0 1.009
Widowed or divorced...veeecescessiascasccessons 413,168 399,960 4.9 4.8 1.033
Female, 14 years and OVeleeevsssrescssessns 7,484,868 7,489,140 100.0 100.0 0,999
Singleciessisesconensosssssssssscsrorvnsracsuns 1,539,893 1,534,440 20.6 0.5 1.004
MATTIEA 4 s e s naeasnnnonneansnesansonsassassassons 5,296,108 5,308,080 70.8 70.9 0.998
Widowed or divorcedseescssssssserrastonsssnscns 648,867 646,620 8.7 8.6 1.003
RURAL FARM--NONWHITE
Male, 14 Years and OVET....essseesenssessss 1,022,851 1,026,090 100.0 | 100.0 0.997
OINgleeiiiasissnitcocerassenscsrssastrsasessons 346,645 346,710 33.9 33.8 1.000
Married.i.seisieeesesonansessessssosssssanncssans|. 624,504 629,700 61,1 61.4 0,992
Widowed or AivVOrced.scssessssosarsecnrscorssses 51,702 49,680 5.1 4.8 1.041
Female, 14 years and OVeI'e.vesessssscssssss 992,903 991,680 100.0 100.0 1.001
T = 257,861 257,340 26.0 25.9 1.002
Married.s.veeesesscnensancsnsnrsrsasasroceosnns 628,858 626,760 63,3 63.2 1.003
Widowed or divorced..ssesscessessseressssassssns 106,184 107,580 10.7 10.8 0.987
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Table F.~~-COMPARISON OF COMPLETE-COUNT DATA, 20-PERCENT SAMFLE DATA, AND 3 1/3-PERCENT SAMPLE DATA,
ON MARITAL STATUS, HOUSEHOLDS, AND FAMILIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950

| Ratio of | Ratio of
g lete |20-percent
20~ 3 1/3- comp
8ub jeet ' Cg:sgi.:te peroent | percent ‘ cgu;n};o | tgagpi;}
sample \ sample | percent percent
; sample sample
MARITAL STATUS ‘
Male, 14 years and OVeTr:.seistassonsaassss 55,311,617 54,601,105 | 54,620,430 1.013 1.000
S 2T = 14,518,079 | 14,399,840 14,373,990 1.010 1.002
Marriedess.sensrssssieansasersosaonninnecnscas 37,399,617 36,866,055 36,883,830 1.014 1.000
Widowed. or divorced.ssseesssvavsosasnssnraasas 3,393,921 3,335,210 3,362,610 1.009 0,992
Female, 14 years and OVeTseseiacurcasnersns 57,042,417 57,102,295 57,081,030 0.999 1.000
SIngles e aiesrntsnstssscsninsesasessarnscnssse 11,454,266 11,418,335 11,368,410 1.008 1.004
Married..seeerenesstsserncsnsrrotansssnsvncans 37,503,836 37,576,800 37,602,960 0.997 0.999
Widowed or divorced.sieceescearsseaccrnseanae 8,084,315 8,107,160 8,109,660 0,997 1.000
HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES

Number of householdS.sssessrsssress rarnsansons 42,857,335 42,251,415 42,243,170 1.015 1,000
Number of fAMilieSeciisroverestsivasarssnasnss (Y 38,310,980 38,236,250 “es 1,002

Number of unrelated individuals 14 years .
ANA OVET4evsaraeesstsnsorarsrssinncarsanssoss *) 11,051,050 10,849,260 ‘e 1.019
Population in householdS...svesersecarssesssss 145,030,888 144,551,805 144,575,340 '1.003 1.000
Population per household.sisvsiesserasannnen 3.38 3.42 - 3.42 0.948 1,000
Population in gquasi householdS.eses.eracnneans 5,666,473 5,664,450 5,674,560 0.999 0,998
Inmates of institutions, 14 years dnd over... 1,444,136 1,436,820 1,443,510 1.000 0,995

1 Not available.

Table G.—~-STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED NUMBER

(Range of 2 chances out of 3)

i R

ST

TR

Residence class of estimate Residence class of estimate
Egtimated number United States, Estimated number United States,
urban, and Rural farm urban, and Rural farm

rural nonfarm rural nonfarm
100m s eversnanroansraaness 60 60 || 500,000. ¢ 00assssoncnsnsns 3,930 3,920
5006t cvesnsscnionssnnannns 120 120 1,000,0000 000 essscvssvenns 5,550 5,520
1,000 cevstanienasnsnnans 180 180 (| 5,000,0000c0cs0caencnsanns 12,240 11,870
22,5000 neesaersnsrararans 280 » 280 10,000,000s¢csssssanassans 17,020 15,920
55,0000 ceiiinniiinnnianans 390 390 15,000,000 0 es00uenssrnncs 20,480 18,360
755000 s turararirieracnrnns 480 480 | 25,000,000u400srseenarsnns 25,460 o
10,0000 et viacrninsinsacnss 560 560 50,000,000ucs00s0eenansass 32,290 | ‘oo
25,0000 i0erecnornnsacusnns 880 880 75,000,000¢s t0cessosnaesss 34,280 veo
50,0004 s evnenniinssarenens 1,240 1,240 || 100,000,0004+c0ssecncsnens 132,500 e
100,0000 00 cstiarancsaennss 1,760 1,760 110,000,000¢ c0ssseancosascs 30,610 ves

Teble He--STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE
(Range of 2 chances out of 3)
Base of percentage
Estimated percentage ‘ ‘ : '

3,000 5,000 10,000 25,000 50,000 100,000 500,000 5,000,000
L T 1.4 1.1 1.0 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.1 0,0
500 B5eieisraniascenrvea 2.2 1.7 1.2 0.8 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.1
10 OF 90ieyurnrverasanans 3.0 2.4 1.7 1.1 0.7 0.5 0.2 0.1
25 OF 75.iiiiannnnennnnen bide 3.4 2.4 1.5 1.1 0.8 0.3 0,1
S0etsteeraverninsansannes 5.1 3.9 2.8 1.8 1.2 0.9 0.4 0.1

1




	Table of Contents
	Help With The 1950 Census

