COTTON STATISTICS

INSTRUCTIONS TO SPECIAL AGENTS

1. Statistics to be collected.—~The Bureau of the Census is
required by the act of Congress approved April 2, 1924, to
collect cotton reports ag follows:

{a) Cotton ginning.—Twelve reports of cotton ginned to specl-
fled dates during each seagon.

(b)Y Coltan consumed and stocks held—Monthly reports of
eotton and linters consumed ; cofton spindles active during each
moenth; and stocks of cotton on hand at the close of the month,
These reports relate fo the ealendar months,

(¢} Buale weights~Two reports of bales weighed and eguiva-
lent pounds—ithe reports to be forwarded with the November 1
and Jaunuary 16 reports of cotton ginned.

2. Plan of agent’s work.—The dates to which reports relate,
the periodz allowed for gathering the statistics, and the dates
on which canvass must be completed appear In section 9. Bsa-
fore heginning a canvasy the agent must congnlt this section
and his agreement to ascertain the reports he ig to collect and
the character of statisties required. He must take op the can-
vags promptly on the day named and carry with him the peces-
gary card schednles and a record of the amount of estton pre-
viously returned for the individual establishments, He muayt
make personal visits to the establishments, and if practicable,
confer with the owners or managers, and make gure thal every
ginmery, both public and privete, every concern which usez
cotton or linters, and every place where cotton is stored for the
publio iz reported, and thol the quantities returned repregsent the
full operations for the period covered. As soon as the canvays
is completed and not later than the last day allowed for the
canvass the agent must promptly mail the cards to the bureaun

1



2 INSTRUCTIONS TO BPECIAL AGEXTS

snd for the gluning report prepare a summary of the total
yuantity ginned and telegraph the same, as per form given in
swetion 10, Agents must not confuse the card forms. Use for
each ingulry the cards especlally designed therefor, observing
the date. In case of shortage use improvised cards.

All communieationg of agents to the buresn must contain the
pavae of the Btute, the county, and the post office for easy
identifteation,

3. Supplies.The supplies for the various reports will be
muiled to the agents In ample time, If they are not received
ut legst five days before the date for beginning a canvass, the
borenn should be motified, so fhat 8 duplicate set may be for-
warded. The agent must check off, sign, and return receipt
card at ouce.

4. List of ginneries.—A list of the gioneries prepared from
the retwrps of Jast season will be included with the supplies
for the frat canvass., The nwmber which appears before the
s of ench glenery on the lst is the office file number, and it
st n every instanep b entered on the card representing
that ghowery, The list I8 pot 10 be refurned until the last
gleming report of the seeson I8 made, when it must show the
corrert nate and addresy of the owner and of the operator of
ey glanery n the agent’s territory, with rural delivery route,
i puy; else the distence and direction of each ginnery frum
the 1 b, and. on the reverse elde of the lst, the number
pled to gach report date,

MW apdl wnlisted ginneries,—As the quantity of cotton
| in pecopied sy measmring the volume of the year's pro-
b I8 eeident that every ginvery mmst be correctly re-
/ rifless of whether the establishment be public or
wﬁwm, k«:mwﬁ un or off o plantatlon. Absclutely every estab-
Vghmawt whioh gins eotion ond its full product must be re-
twrmgd,  NWew gnd u ginneries must be added to the offf-
einl Yt direcily after the last entry thereon and glven comseen-

! If there bos been a change in the owpership
- wote this fact on the list and on the eard
the headisg of * Remarke™; algo on * malling list—oor-
eaed,” bt Go wot change the officia]l number. The re-
wival of ihe pazse of an estabisbunent from the ligt of ginneries
Wikl met ohenge the other file wumbers,
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Idle and dismantled ginneries.—If an establishment contains
the neeessary ginnipg machinery but has not ginned any eotton
to the report date, the word “idle” should be written on the
card under the heading * Remarks.” It frequently happens that
a ginnery is idle the first of the season and later hecomes active,
Great care should be taken tp see that no ginnery is reported
idle when it has actually ginned cotton. If an establishment
has been abandoned, destroyed, or dismantled without having
ginned any cotton during the geason, the word * dismantled”
and the cause thereof shonld be written under “ Remarks,” Hs-
tablishments must not be reported dismantled if they contain
the necessary machinery and there ig a probability of their be-
ing operated at some future time, The factor determining
whether 8 ginnery is idle or dismantled is not the power neces-
sary to run the ginnery but the ginning machinery which may
be put into condition for operation, If the machinery has de-
teriorated to such an extent that it is worthless, then the es-
tablishment will be construed as dismantled. 17 an establish-
ment has ginned any cotion during the senson, it must not
subsequently during the season be returned as idle or dis-
wmgniled, but at each canvass the quantity of cotton ginned must
be brought forward on a card bearing the ginnery file number,
1with the notation under “ Remarks? of “ None ginned since last
report” or * Burngd .

Changes in the list—Changes in the list of ginneries must
be recorded separately on the ¢ Mailing-list correction card”
fornished with the supplies for that purpose and be mailed as
a part of each report. This will anable the burean to make the
necessary changes in the addresses so that the published reports
may be properly mailed, thus insuring prompt delivery. After
a change has been once reported on the mailing-list correction
card the game change shonld not be reported again.

6, Personal visits by agent—~The agent ig required to wisit
every establishment in his territory at each eanvass and secure
aceurate statisties for the respective dates. This i necessary
to ¢heek the records of the ginner and make certain of the
accuracy of the report.  The-obtaining of the report other than
by -persenal  visit to -the ginnery most probably will result-in
securing an estimate, whereas the importanee of the work
demands figures of ‘undoubted acenracy. ‘Where more than one
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ginnery is owned or controlled by the same individual, firm, or
corporation, a separate report must be secured for each. All
ginneries, whether active, idle, or dismantled, must be accounted
for by card.

Use of deputies restricted.—The agent must make sure of
the collecting and forwarding of the reports under any and all
conditions. In some districts the number of establishments iz
80 large that they can not be visited by the agent in person
within the time limit allowed, In such instances deputies must
he employed at the agent’s expense to assist in canvassing the
ginneries and other establishments. When this is necessary
the agent must advise the bureau of this fact and of the extent
to which deputies will be employed. In case a deputy is em-
ployed the agent must alternate with him in the canvasses and
thus come in frequent personal contact with all of the ginners
and others canvassed. Great eare must be exercised in select-
ing a deputy, as the agent will be held responsible for his work
Every-agent shonld fake the precantion to instruct thoroughly
sume proper person in the duties of his position in order that
this persos may. act intelligently as deputy in case of the
agent's dleability., Shoyld it be necessary fo use a deputy the
bavean should be advized of that fact and the extent of the
depaty’s serviees,

Use of mail and telephone.—The collection by mail or tele-
phone of statisties of cotton ginned i not permitted, except in
extreme eased, when the agent must show that it was impos-
sible to visit the glanery. When reports are collected in this
manner, the agent mwst state the fact on the card under
“ Remarks” and fully explain ithe necessity of departing from
the rule of the burean.

7. Aceuracy of the reports——Agents are cautioned to see
that the returns of cotton ginned vélate to the report date—not
the date of canvass—and inelnde all cotton ginned, whether
for publie or for private seceount. Tt frequently happens that
the giwmm"s books do not inclnde the total operations of the

i et ry that the agent satisfy himsel_f
e day and-complete;
Eaeh report must show total ginned to date~Bach report
must show the total number of bales ginned prior to:the speei-
fied report date, which necessarily includes the amount re-
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turned at the former canvass. Thus, if a ginner had reported
50 bales ginned prior to August 1 and ginned 25 more from
August 1 to August 16, the latter report must show 75 bales.
and so on to the final report, which must show the total amount
of cotton ginned during the season, together with the ginner's
carefully prepared estimates of the quantity remaining to be
ginned after the March canvass, Do not include in the ginning
reports repacks of cotion samples and the like which were
necessarily counted in the original returns of the ginners nor
cotton from the previous season’s growth.

8. Signing of report cards—The cards must be signed by
the person giving the information, and when signed by other
than the owner or operator the necessity of securing the re-
port from such person should be shown under “ Remarks” and
the validity of the authority stated. In no case is the agent
permitted to sign the name of another. It will not be neces-

. sary for the agent to get the signature of the owner or operator
when the ginnery is idle or when no cotton has been ginned
sinee the .last canvasy if the previous report was full and
gigned. This must not, however, be taken as relieving the
agent from vigiting the ginneries and making close inspection
of their operations and from promptly forwarding complete
records. Agents must nol lose sight of the fact that their com-
pensation is arranged on a piece-price basis, a complete report
being construed as a piece.

When ginners are absent or refuse—If the owner and
operator are absent at the time of the agent's visit, the infor-
matlon may be secured from anyone having personal knowledge
of the number of bales ginned or from anyone authorized or
permitted to examine the ginner's records, and such reports
should be signed by the informant, and agent should make the
necessary explanations under “ Remarks.,” 1In the event that a
ginner refuses to furnish a report of his establishment, the agent
must-secure the report from any source that is trustworthy and
have the informant sign the report card. In such cages the
agent will note on the card under the heading of ‘“Remarks ™
the source of the information and the reason assigned for the
refusal ; this is necessary in order that the returns may be self-
explanatory and that the office may be able to state to any
inquiring ginner how the report was secured. ‘ '

1123056—80——2




6 INSTRUCTIONS TO SPECIAL AGENTS

The agent is particularly cautioned to approach the giuners
and otherg in a courteous manner and, when necessary, to im-
press upon them the value of the reports to cotton growers,
“and to explain to them that in seeking this information the
Burean of the Census is following specific requirements of
Congress; that the information will be treated as confidential;
and that the operations of individual esfablishments will not
be divilged in any way. In this connection reference is made
to the law on page 12.

9. Dates of canvagses and siatistics te be collected.—The
agreement of the agent shows the number and kind of reports
he is required to collect during the season. The character of
the statistics to be collected and the dates to which they relgte
are shown in the statement which follows.

Datgs 0 WHICH REPORTS RELATE, CHABACTER OF STATISIICS TO
Bz CoriecTeD, AND TiME WaEN CANVASSES BEGIN AND Enp

Dato to CAXYA3S 4
which : o
report
(21 nte(eﬂ CHARACTER OF STATISTICS TO BE COLLECTED c
v . OIm-
busl- Begins § oioteds
1eEs) )
June 30 | Cotton consumned and stocKS—.. v veee July 1}Tuly 7
July 31| Cotton ginned, gonsumed, and stocks... 1 Aug. 11 Aug. 7
Amg. 15 { Cotton ginned..... . : 164 Auz. 22
Ang, 31} Cotton zlnnec. consumerd, and 810CKS. o cpe e | Bepb. 1] Bept. 7
Sept. 15 | Cotlon ginned 16 } SBept, 22
Sept. 30 | Cotton ginned, congttmed, and SHOCKS,— v eunecereere git 11{0¢at. 7
Got, 17 | Cotton §InNedn. oo e O 18 1 Oet, ¥
Qct, 81 | Cotton ginned, consumed, stackx,andbalewamhu.,-ﬂm. 1| Nov. 7
Nov, 14 | Nov, 20
. 13 Dee. 7
. 13 | Dec. 19
4l 2
J8n.
1% Feb, 7
. 11 Msr. 89
. 1] Apr. 7
Apr. 80 | Cotton d and 1 ay v
May 31 | Cotion conspaed and stocks. 1{Jope 7

lWh:m the day fixed for beginning & ceavass frlls on a Sunday, the agent i3 ex-
ythawo:kmma Monday merning Hllow! n the day fized
E?cclosmg lalls ona Sunday, the eggant mast ArTangs o  the ra rc and teje-
e summary of cof ister then 6. m, on the 8a
poris of cotion oansumad and on hawd should ba mailod &8 5001 A% obtamﬁ,
even b ore the date set for completing the cARvass, if poasible,
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Time given for collecting returns.—The agent is given one
week in which to secure the returns from individual concerns in
his district., He will begin his canvass promptly on the date
specified, complete it as soon as possible, telegraph the summary
of cotton ginned according to the form given, and mail the com-
plete eard reports to the Bureau of the Census immediately
thereafter but not later than the dates given for the completion
of the canvasses.

10. Telegraphed summaries of cotton ginned.—A summary
showing the total number of bales of cotton ginned must be
telegraphed to the bureau by the agent on completion of the
canvass bt not later than 6 p. m. of the a3t day given for
securing the reports (see sec. 9). However, neither the March 1
ginning report nor any of the reports on stocks and congsumption
of cgtton is to be telegraphed. If for any reason it is impossible
to secure returns from any ginner, the information necessary to
make a frustworthy estimate must be obtained as indiecated in
section 8, and such estimate must be included in the telegraphed
snmmary and in the card report, Care must be exercised in
preparing the summardies, the agent making sure that the fotal
for each ginnery is included and that the addition is correct.
The failure to forward a correct summary is a serious matter,
affecting statistics of vital eongequence, as well as delaying the
furnishing of the totals for the county to the newspapers. The
following general form of telegram is to be used. Note that
only surname should be signed.

Cexsus BUBEAT Washington
Smith County twentynine thousand five hundred and fiftytwo
bales JoNEs
In distriets showing round hales the following form should
be nred:
€rngUs Borear Washingion

Smith County twentynine thousaud five hundred and fiftytwo
bales including 217 round JoNESs

‘When an agent's territory includes more than one county he
mugt state separately in one telegram the mumber of bales
girmed in each county. These messages must be gent * Collect
at Government rateé” A copy of the summary must be for-
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warded with the card schedules showing the time filed with the
telegraph company. This will enable the bureau to place the
responsibility for errors and discrepancies in messages and the
receipt of late telegrams.

Penalty for failure to telegraph and mail reports promptly.—
Failure to collect reports by personal visits as required by sec-
tion 6 or to telegraph totals or to mail the cards in accordance
with instructions will be sufficient cause for decreasing the com-
pensation of the agent or for his remoyval. No excuse can be
accepted, as the agent must make arrangements to provide
against every contingency. Summaries of the reports filed with
the tolegraph companies later than the time fized for closing @
canvass will rarely reach the burcau in time {0 be used in the
report to be published the day following, and late telegrams
sent without specific instructions from the bureau must be paid
for by the agent.

11, Record of cotton ginned to specified dates.—On the
reverse side of the sheet containing the names of the ginneries
provision is made for 8 record at every canvass of the quantity
of cotton returned. The agent should take a copy of This record
with Nhim on his canvagses and check each return against pre-
wvioug reporis; inconsistencies must then be called to the atten-
tion of the ginner and corrected and explained on the card.
The agent will keep in mind the fact that the returns on the
eards and those on the reverse gide of the list of ginneries must,
in every instance, be the total ginned to the report date and not
the guantity ginned hetween the report dates nor to the date
when visited.

12. Forwarding card reports,—Before mailing his card report
of cotton ginned the agent must see that the file numbers of
establighments, as reported on the cards, correspond with those
on the list, that the record on the reverse side of the list con-
taing the number of bales ginned by each establishment, that
the cards are properly filled out and arranged consecutively by
file pumbers, and that each file number on the lst iy represented
by a card. A cord or rubber band should be placed around the
cards for the different inguiries, so that they will not become
misplaced in transit. The cards must be mailed to the Census
Bureau in the return penalty clasp envelope. The agent must
not register the card reports, but send them by ordinary mail,
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13, Round bales.—If an establishment puis up hoth round
and square bales, the number of cach kind must be reported
separately. Agents should be very careful to see that the
square, round, American-Egyptian, and sea-lsland bales are
reported in the proper blanks on the card and that the figures
are easily legible. Round bales must not be reduced to equiva-
lent square bales.

14, Ginner’s record book,~—The burean has prepared a cotton
ginner's record book, which will be furnished without cost to
those ginners who wish to use it and apply for it. The book
is not intended to supplant satisfactory methods of bookkeeping,
but to serve as an illustration and a guide for those ginners
who are mno{ now keeping satisfactory records. The agents
must not rely too much on the book records of the ginners, but
must ascertain whether the records show all cotton ginned dur-
ing the season to the report date, There is a possibility of a
gloner not recording cotton ginned for his own account, or for
some Teason not recording cotton ginned for others, im which
event the book recordl will not be reliable in showing the full
operations of the establishment.

15. Bale weights.—To measure nccurately the volume of the
cotton crop it is necessary to reduce the bale statistics to
pounds. The agents are therefore required to collect reports
of bale weights and forward them with those of cotton ginned
to November 1 and January 16. Because of the tendency to
put up lighter weight bales as the season advances, it is neces-
sary for a reliable basis that records of bales weighed through-
out the season be gecured. The bale-welght reports must be
obtained from the records of cotton ginned and welghed in the
agent’s territory prior to November 1 for the first report and
from that weighed between November 1 and Jamnary 16 for
the second report. However, cotton reported Neovember 1,
should not be included in the report for January 16. Eshi-
mated or average weights must not be returned. The statistics
gectured must be from records of bules actually weighed, These
ean best be obtained from buyers, merchants, and sworn publie
weighers who have weights of shipments of cotton on which
money has passed, but mot from compresses, Weights may be
returned in lots of -any mumber of bales, with the exact pounds
such bales weigh.. Special card forms are furnished for this
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purpose. As stipulated In the agent’s agreement, the guantity
of weights to be reported is about ope-half of the number re-
turned as ginned in the county. Weights of cotton ginned in
adjoining counties must not be reported.

16, Coiton consumed and on hand.—Reports must be eal-
lected each calendar month (1) from establishments using
cotton and linters, showing the quantity consumed, the quan-
tity en hand at the close of the month, the number of consum-
ing eotton gpindles in place, the number active at any time
during the month, and the number of active spindle hours; and
(2) from independent warehouses, compresses, and other public
storage places, showing cofton on hand at the close of the
month, 1t is the duty of the agent to make inquiry and add
to hig list all establisbments of this character, and o secure
reports from them at the close of each month. Do not tele-
graph the reports of eetton consumed and stocks on liand, but
mail them in the envelopes provided for the purpose and noi
with the reports of cotion ginned. In order that the informa-
tion may be published without delay the agent will arrange
his itinerary so as to secure and forward these reports as
early as possible, even before ithe Tth ef the month, the date get
for the completion of the eanvuss,

17, Cotton eonsumed.—The establishments to be canvassed
for cofton and linters consumed inelude cotton, woolen, and
hosiery mills, mattress, felting, batting, and hedding factoties,
a8 well ag all other egtablishments which consnme raw cotton
argd Mnters. The reports must include all rawscotton and Hnt-
ers eonsumed, but not bats, felt, and waste, or bleached and
other prepared cotton, which are the products of other estab-
gliments and are, therefore, ineluded in the reports of those
establishments, If raw cotten hag been purchased and resold,
it should net be included in the returms. All important manu-
facturing cempanies keep beok records of their operations and
henee are in 4 positien to give aceurate returns. The data must
relafe to the ealendar month.

18, Cottor en hand-—The figures for cotton stocks relate
to haled ecottor and linters em hand at the elase of the month
in cotton-comsuming establishments and in public storaze places
in the agent's ferrifory, regardless of the year or locality of
the growth of the eotton. Establishments o be canvassed for
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cotton stocks include, in addition te cotton-consuming establish-
ments, independent warehouses, compresses, and public cotton
yards—in fact, all places where cotton is stored for the public,
usually at a stipnlated price per bale. Cotton in the possession
of transportation companies, ginovers, farmers, and in private
warehouses, and Unters in oil mills must not be included in the
report. In securing the stock report the agent will make such
inquiry at each eptablishment as -will make certain that ne
cotton held in such storage is omitied or that cotton held elpe-
where ig duplicoted. Note carefully the following and call par-
ticular attention to this matter to insure a clear understanding
on the part of the person making the return:

Consuming establishments—Include all cotton actually in the
warehonses operated in eonnection with the mill. Do not in-
clude, however, cotton owned by the mill but held in the storage
of others, or cotton in transit to the mill.

Compresses—Include all cotton actually at the compress for
which receipis are given even though stored there by warehguse-
men. However, where & compartment is renfed to apother and
no record of the quantity of eotton stored in such compariment
is kept by the compress, the cotton held therein must nof be
included in the compress reports but in the report of the person
using the compartment,

Public warehouses and yards—Include all cotton actually on
the premises comtrolled. Cotton stored at a compress and
counted in the compress report must not be incloded in the
warehonse or yard report.

19. Spindles.—The number of cotton spindles reported must
be the total number in place—that is, set up—at the end of the
month and the total number operated at some time during the
month without regard to the average operated for the month,
Accordingly, if a spindie is operated only a single day during
the month it should be counted as active and included in the
report. Spindles, consnming cotion mwixed with wool or some
other fiber should not be included in the report.

20, Spindle hours—~The number of spindle hours reported

mnst be the number of Hours all spinning ‘spindles were oper-
ated dnring the month, both day and night shifts, including all
overtime and part fime. For nstance,-# a mill of 10,000
spiidles operated ‘all spindles: during the month for 22 full-
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day shifts of 1034 hours each, the spindle hours for full days
would be 10,000X22X10%, or 2,810,000. If all of the spindles
were operated 5 Saturdays of 5 hours each, the spindle hours
for those part-time days would be 10,000X5X5, or 250,000.
Thus the total spindle hours for day-time operation would be
2,310,000 plus 250,000, or 2,560,000,

If in addition all of the spindles were operated for 22 nights
of 11 hours each, then 10,000X22X11, or 2,420,000, should be
added to the 2,560,000, making 4,980,000 spindle hours. How-
ever, if only a portion of the spindle equipment was operated
at night, only the spindle hours for such spindies should be
included.

In calculating spindle hours due care should be given to
account for all overtime or part time, For instance, if 500 of
the above spindles were inoperative for § hours, 500X5, or
2,500, should be deducted from the above total of 4,980,000,
leaving 4,877,500 spindle hours,

21. Authority for collecting cotton reports.—Cotton reports
are collected by the Bureau of the Census in conformity with
an act of Congress approved April 2, 1924, entitled * An act
authorizing the Director of the Census to collect and publigh
statigtics of cotton,” as follows:

STATISTICS TO BE COLLECTED AND PUBLISHED

Be it enccted by the Senate dnd House of Representatives of
the United Sidies of America in Congress assembled, That the
Director of the Census be, and he is hereby, authorized and
directed to collect and publish statistics concerning the smount
of eotton ginned ; the quantity of raw cotton congsumed in manu-
facturing establishments of every character; the quantity of
baled cotton on hand; the number of active consuming cotton
spindles; the nnmber of active spindle hours; and the quantity
of cotton imported and exported, with the country of origin and
destination.

DATES TO WHICH COTTON REPORTS RELATH

SEo. 2. That the statisties of the quantity of cotton ginned
shall show the quantity ginned from each crop prior to August
1, August 16, September 1, September 16, October 1, October 18,
November 1, November 14, December 1, December 13, January
18, ‘and March 1: Provided, That the Director of the Census
may limit the canvagses of Augnst 1 and August 18 to those
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sections of the cotton-growing States in which cotton has feen
ginned. The quantity of cotton congumed in manufacturing
establishments, the quantity of baled cotton on hand, the num-
ber of active consuming cotton epindles, the number of active
spindle hours, and the statistics of cotton imported and ex-
ported shall relate to each calendar month, and shall be pub-
lished as soon as possible after the close of the month,

PUBLICATION OF OOTTON STATIBTICS

Hach report published by the Bureau of the Census of the
quantity ginned shall carry with it the latest available statisties
concerning the quantity of cotton consumed, stocks of baled
cotton on hand, the number of cotton-consuming spindles, and
the guantity of cotton imported and exported.

All of these publications containing statistics of cotton shall
be mailed by the Director of the Census to all cotton ginmers,
cotton manufacturers, and cofton warehousemen, and {o all
daily newspapers throughout the United States. The Directer
of the Census shall furnish to the Department of Agriculture,
immediately prior to the publication of each report of that
burean regarding the cotton erop, the latest avallable statisties
hereinbefore mentioned, and the said Department of Agrieni.
ture shall publish the same im conpection with ench of =
reports concerning cotton.

PRNALTY ON CENSUS EMPLOYEES FOR REVEALING INPORMATIUN

Smo. 8. That the information furnished by any individusl
establishment under the provisioms ef this act shall be etm-
sidered as strictly confidentisl and shall be used only for he
statistical purpoge for which it is smpplied. Any @
the Bureau of the Census whe, withent the written
of the Director of the Censug, shall
any information given into him p
employment under the provis .
a misdemennor and shall, wpon
less than $300 or more than 3
of not exceeding one year, or
the diseretion of the court.

PENALTY FOR REFUBAL T0 AREWER CHEHS TRiHERINS

Sgc. 4. That it shall be the duty ef every owmit,
treasurer, secretary, director, ax other oficer or G
cotton ginnery, manufacturivg establls :
other place where cotton is glmned, IammL
whether conducted as a corpormtion, fivm, 1 b
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or by any special agent or ather employee of the Bureau of the
Census acting under the instructions of said director, to fur-
nish completely and correctly, to the bast of his knowledge, all
of the information concerning the quantity of cotton ginned,
eonsumed, or on hand, and the number of cotton-consuming spin-
dles, and active spindle hours, The request of the Director of
the Census for information concerning the guantity of cotton
ginned or consumed, stocks of cotton on hand, and number of
spindles and spindle hours may be made in writing or by a
vigiting representative, and if made in writing shall be for-
warded by registered mail, and the registry recelpt of the Post
Office Department shall be accepted ag evidence of such demand.
Any owner, president, treasurer, secretary, director, or other
officer or agent of any cotton ginnery, manufacturing establigh-
ment, warehouse, or other place where cotton is ginned or stored,
who, under the conditions hereinbefore stated, shall refuse or
willfully neglect to furnish any of the information herein pro-
vided for or shall willfully give answers that are false shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
fined not less than $300 or more than $1,000 or imprisonment for
a period of not exceeding one year, or both so fined and im-
prisoned, at the discretion of the court.

STATISTICS OF COTTON PRODUCED, CONSUMED, AND ON MHAND IN
FOREIGN COUNTRIES

8mc. 5. That in addition to the information regarding cotton
in the United States, hereinbefore provided for, the Director of
the Census shall compile, by correspondence or the use of pub-
lished reports and documents, any available information con-
cerning the production, consumption, and stocks of cotton in
foreign conntries, and the number of cotton-consuming spindles
in such countries. Each report published by the Bureau of the
Census regarding cotton shall contain an abstract of the latest
available information obtained under the provisions of this
section, and the Dirvector of the Census shall furnish the same
to the Department of Agriculture for publication in connection
with the reports of that department concerning cotton in the
ssame manner ag in the case of statistics relating to the United

tates.

SIMULTANEOUBS ISSUANCE OF COENSUS AND AGRICULAURE COTTON
STATISTICS

S$ro, 6. That the reports of cotton ginned to the dates as of
whieh the Department of Agriculture is also required to issue
eotton crop reports shall be issued simultaneously with the cot-
ton erop reportg of that department, the two reports to be
igsued from the same place at eleven o’clock antemeridian on
the eighth day following that on which the respective reports
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velate, When such date of release falls on Sunday or a logal
holiday the reports shall be issued at eleven o'clock anteme-
-ridian on the next suceeeding workday.

Srcg. 7. That the act of Congress authorizing the Director of
the Census to eollect and publish statistics of cotton, approved
July 22, 1612, and all other laws and parts of 1aws inconsistent
with the provisions of this act are heveby repealed.

%2. Purposes sought hy the census cotton reports.—The fore-
going law assembled the various provisions relating te the eol-
lection of cotton statistics by this bureaun and extended the
scope of the reports by authorizing the collection of monthly re-
port§ of cotton consumed and cotton on bhand and active con-
suming cotton spindles, It clearly defimes the dutles of all
concerned with regard to this work. It may be stated that the
laws authorizing the collectlon of statistics of cofton ginned,
consumed, and on hand by the Bureau of the Census were
originated by Members of Congress who had a close knowledge
of the conditions obtaining in the industry, and that they were
enacted after very careful consideration of the needs of the pro-
ducers and others and of the resnits to be secured. As a refer-
ence for the agents in acquainting themselves, 48 well as in-
guiring ginners, with the purpose sought by the reports, the
following, by Hon, Albert §. Burleson, formerly a Member of
Congress from Texas, is quoted;

Believing that it was to the interest of the preducer of eot-
ton to eliminate as far as possible the speculative element from
entering into and affecting the market priece of his produets, I
eanzed to be embodied in the act making the Census Bureau
permanent the original item Droviding for the collection of
statistics of cotton ginned, and the result of the efforts of the
Cepsus Bureau in carrying into effect this provision has mate-
rially aided in acecomplishing this end. The resmit haz not
influenced a change of opinion on my part. If I may be par-
doned a personal allusion, a grower of -coiton myself, T have
frequently felt the necessity for an tmpartial source of infor-
mation which would be as aceurate as possible. This the Census
Burean has proven itself to be.

Following the successtul inauguration of the reports of estton
ginned, authorized by act of Congress approved Merch 6, 1902, 2
resolution was introduced by Mr, Burleson and pasged by Con-
gress in 1905, providing for the collection of ap annmal repari
on the supply and distribution of eottom. The seope of the
cotton statistical work of the tmrean was enlarged by the pas-
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sage in 1909 of another resolution introduced by Hon. Asbury
¥, Lever, of South Carolina, providing for three additional stock
reports ; by the act approved July 30, 1012, which was introduced
by Hon. Thomas M. Bell, of Georgia, providing for monthly
reports of cotton consumed and on hand; and by the foregoing
act, which was introduced by Hon. Willlam J. Harris, of
Georgia. The following excerpt from the report of the House
commitfee on Mr. Lever's regolution is presented:

The purpose sought by these stock reports is to afford reli-
able information for producers, manufacturers, and others as to
the quantity of cotton available on the dates to which the re-
ports relate, thereby serving as a guide for the producer in
disposing of his product and in directing his plans in vegard to
the succeeding crop; alse, furnishing the manufacturer with
desired information as to the available supply of cotton, which
may be of assistance to him in purchasing or in contracting for
the manufacture and delivery of goods.

The effect of the resolution, if enacted into law, would be.
it is believed, to reduce the element of speculation in cotton, aa
the statisties wonld remove doubt as to the cotfon situation and
afford needed information for gll concerned.

23. Publication and distribution of the reports.—The agents
are given about six days in which to visit the ginneries and
other establishments and secure the returns. Summaries of
the ginning reports are telegraphed to the bureau on the last
day of the canvass, and on the morning following these sum-
maries are added and the results given to the public. The
reports are then printed on preaddressed cards and mailed to
all ginners, manufacturers, and warehousemen, and to others
requesting them,

Summaries of the returns of cotton consumed and on hang
are not telegraphed by the agents, but the agents are required
to mail the returns promptly. (See see. 16.) The bureau pub-
lishes preliminary reports of these as soon as possible, usually
on the 14th of the succeeding month.

The publication of all statistics must be Ieft to this bureau,
except that the agents are permitted to furnish local news-
papers with the total quantity of cotton ginned in their coun-
ties only after notification from the bureaw that the total of
the individual card reports agrees with the telegraph summary.

24, Confidential character of information secured.—Before
entering upon their duties in connection with the cotton reports
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the agents are required to take an oath which reads, in part, as
follows:

I do solemnly swear * * * that I will well and faith-
fully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to
enter and that I will not disclose any information contained
in the schedules, lists, or statements obtained for or prepared
by the Bureau of the Census to any persoun or persons except
those designated by the director.

Agents must not furnish information secured in their official
capacity to any person or to any other branch of the Federal
Government or to State or lecal officials. Such information
must be held in the strictest confldence, in conformity with
the official oath and with the act of Congress which provides
stringent penalties for infraetions of this character.

The bureau regards the official list of ginmneries as confiden-
tial, and dgents must not publish the list or furnish copies of
the same, but must refer all requests for it to the Director of
the Census.

25, Partisan political activity.—~Persons employed as special
agents of the Bureau of the Census to collect cotton statisties,
while retaining the right to vote as they please and to express
privately their opinions on all political subjects, shall refrain
from active participation in political affairs. Hxperience has
demonstrated that the success of the work requireg that the
agents engaged in it shall refrain from active participation in
politics, a8 in no other way can they hope to secure and retain
the confidence and cooperation of the ginners and others whom
they must approach for information,

O
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