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FAMILY INCOME EQJALS 1953 LEVEL; UP 7 PERCENT OVER 1952

(Advance data, April 1955 sample survey)

Average (medlan) family income in the United
States was eatimated at $4,200 in 1954, according
to estimates released today by Robert W, Burgess,
Director, .Bureau of the Census, Department of
Commerce. This figure was about the same as in
1953 but $300 higher than in 1952. The increase
since 1952 probably represented a significant
galn in purchasing power for the average family,
since prices rose only slightly during the same
period, acoording to the Consumer's Price Index.

0f the Nationts 42 million famlllies, about
18 million, or two-fifths, received incomes of
$5,000 or more in 1954 while 8 million, or one-
fifth, had incomes under §$2,000. The remaining
18 milllon families were in the $2,000-t0-$5,000
bracket. The distributlon of families {groups
of two or more related persons) by thelr income
in 1954 1s shown below:

Table A,--NUMBER OF FAMILIES BY FAMILY INCOME,
FOR-THE UNITED STATES: 1954

(Figures derived from data in table B and rounded
to the neareat 100,000}

Number of

Family income families
TOt8leecrunssrosnsnsssvnnsans 41,900,000
Under 31,000, ssevaccsscanneeannves 3,700,000
$1,000 to $1,999..ccinnneen. reaeser 4,600,000
$2,000 to $2,999.uvcvirrrrnnnns 5,000,000
$3,000 10 33,9990 0cusrncncsananann 6,400,000
$4,000 to $4,99%. 0 00encncnens cevae 6,500,000
$5,000 t0 $5,99%.0svenrsasnoncnnana 5,000,000
$6,000 $0 36,999 ccrcriacracnrarvans 3,600,000
$7,000 to $9,999.................... 4,700,000
$10,000 to $14,999....... 1,800,000
$15,000 B8nd OVer..eseuass 600,000

.wage record data,

The 7-percent galn in family income since
1952 largely reflects the contlinued rise in wage
rates for workers in most major industries., The
survey data indlcate that the median wage or
salary lncome rose between 7 and 8 percent from
1952 to 1954. During this perlod, average in-
come from farm self-employment deoreased sub-
stantlelly while receipts from other sources of
income remained stable,

The 1953 and 1954 income data presented in
this report were obtained from the Bureau of the
Census Current Population Surveys of April 1954
and April 1955. Additional famlly income data
from these surveys will appeer ina more detalled
report to be issued later this year. Other data
relating to the income received by the population
are avalilable from the Personal Income Series of
the Department of Commerce, the Federal Reserve
Board Survey of,Consumer Finanoes, Federal income
tax data, and Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Thegse data are gollected for
differsnt purposes and, therefore, differ in
several important respects. A discussion of the
comparabllity of these data may be found in
Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No, 16,
nTnoome of Persons in the United States: 1953.7

Information on income was collected 1n the
Bureau of the Census Current Populaticn Survey
from the clvilian noninstitutional population
and members of the Armed Forces 1living off post
or with their families on post 1n continental
United States. Since the estimates are based
on a sample, they are subject to sampling varia-
bility. Particular care should be exercised in
the interpretation of medlans and other figures,
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when based on relatively small numbers of cases,
as well ag small differences between fligures,
Moreover, as in all fleld surveys of income, the
figures are subject to errors of response and
nonreporting.

Income as deflned in this report represents
the combined totel money income of the family,

or the gum of money wages and salaries, net in-
some from self-employment, and income other than
earnings received by all family members dJduring
the calendar year. The median 3income 13 the
amount which divides the distribution into two
equal groups, one having 1ncomes above the
median and the other having inoocmes below the
median.

Table B.--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MOMNEY INCOME,

- FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1952 TO 1954

Familien Unreleted Individuals
Total money income N
1954 1953 1952 1954 1953 1952

NUDDEr e e vusosoeses thousands, . 41,934 41,202 41,020 9,623 9,514 9,7
Percente.ceecessvrerssssan 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under $500. .. ciesasssonarrnanance 4.6 4,7 4.1 21.7 2.1 20.0
$500 10 $999. .ciccnnrrsrcasinnnns 4.2 1.9 4.4 23.5 2.1 20.2
$1,000 10 $1,49%. ciicuisssnnnenans 5.6 4,9 5.3 10.7 9.9 12.0
$1,500 t0 $1,99% cetrrnrnnonnnese 5.4 5.0 5.5 8.6 7.8 9.4
$2,000 10 $2,49% crernracssncnnens 5.5 5.7 6.7 . Tk 9.8 9.6
$2,500 to $2,999... 6.4 6.0 7.4 6.9 8.1 6.7
$3,000 t0 83,499 iienrsnnnrrannes 7.5 7.6 9.7 5.8 7.2 6.9
$3,500 10 $3,999, i criucisincennes 7.9 8.2 8.8 4.9 4,3 5.5
$4,000 t0 $4,499.cncrncnvincannnns 8.4 8.6 B.2 2.9 2,9 2.6
$4,500 10 $4,999. 0000 rirnrrnananes 7.2 7.3 7.2 1.9 2.6 2.2
$5,000 10 $5,999 venrrecnrncnncens 11.9 13.2 11,9 2.9 2.2 2.4
$6,000 10 $6,999. 0 0cvcneancanenven 8.5 8.1 7.5 1.3 1.2 1.0
$7,000 10 $9,999.ccvcrrecnsanssiens 1.1 11.6 9.1 0.7 0.7 1.0
$10,000 to $14:99%. cnvsearessences bud 4.1 2.8 0.3 0.3 0.4
$15,000 10 $245999% ceerrrirsrncnns 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.2 0.3
$25,000 And OVETeerrecrrossncasses 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.2 Oude 0.2
Median InCOMmE.vssrcesssssssscssncs $4,173 $4,233 43,890 $1,224 $1,39% $1,409




