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Str: I have the honor to submit herewith for publication the fifty-
sixth annual issue of the Statistical Abstract of the United States.
This annual volume is a -summary of authoritative statistics show-
ing the trends in trade and industry as well as social progress and is
a, convenient reference work for business men, economists, statis-
ticians, and students.

The present volume hasg been prepared in the Division of Ficonomie
Rescarch, of which H. Gordon Hayes is chief, under the general
direction of M. Joseph Meehan, chief of the Current Statistics
section of the division, and the more immediate charge of Martha
Hunter. The volume represents a digest of data collected by all
statistical agencies of the National Government, as well as those of a
considerable number of private agencies and several States. Many
of these offices and agencies have been of great assistance in furnish-
ing advance data and also in the actual preparation of the tables used
in the Abstract. Special mention in this connection is due the
following offices of the Federal Government: The Bureau of the
Census and the Bureau of Fisheries, of the Department of Com-
merce; the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the Weather
Bureau of the Department of Agriculture; the Immigration and
Naturalization Service and the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Depart-
ment of Labor; the Office of Hducation, the General Land Office,
and the Bureau of Mines of the Department of the Interior; the
Statistical Section of the Income Tax Unit of the Treasury Depart-
ment; the Veterans’ Administration; the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission; the United States Shipping Board; the Division of Research
and Statistics of the Federal Reserve Board, and the Farm Credit
‘Administration. SR ‘

Respectfully, S o
Craupius T, MURCHISON,
‘ Director.
To Hon, Danmr C. RopEr,
Secretary of Commerce.
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