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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Counties 

The primary divisions of most of the 
States are termed counties; in Louisiana 
the corresponding units are termed par
ishes. Alaska·has no counties; in this State, 
areas designated census divisions have 
been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Mary
land, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con
tain one or more cities that are independ-
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ent of any county; for statistical pur
poses these independent cities are treated 
as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The definitions of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were 
defined in January 1968 and an addi
tional 13 were defined in February 1971 
on the basis of the results of the 1970 
census. Changes in SMSA definition cri-

. teria, boundaries, and titles made after 
February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 

·county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central city or cities. For a detailed 
description of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 
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DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1973 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by direct interview. The 
survey enumerators were instructed to 
read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and expla
n_ations given below for each subject are 
to a considerable extent drawn from 
various technical and procedural materials 
used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the enumerative per
sonnel to understand more fully the 
intent of each question and thus to re
solve problem or unusual cases. Addi
tional explanatory information has been 
·added to this portion of the text to assist 
the user in the proper utilization of the 
statistics. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Hous
ing data.-Selected items from the 1970 
census are presented in this report for 
comparison purposes. The concepts and 
definitions are generally comparable for 
items that appear in both the 1970 census 
and the 1973 survey. Definitional dif
ferences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in this section. 
Additional differences between the 1973 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 
1970 census data (including 1970 data in 
this report) may be attributed to several 
factors. These include the extensive use 
of self-enumeration in the census in con
trast to direct interview in the Annual 
Housing Survey; differences in processing 
procedures; the estimation procedures 
and sample designs; the sampling variabil
ity of the estimates from the Annual 
Housing Survey; to a smaller extent, the 
sampling variability associated with the 
sample data from the census; the non
sa mp Ii ng errors associated with the 
Annual Housing Survey estimates; and 
the nonsampling errors associated with 
the census estimates. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics 
of changes in the housing inventory be
tween the 1960 and .1970 censuses are 
given in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
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Change. In Volume IV, the data are based 
on information for a sample of housing 
units enumerated in late 1970 as part of 
the 1970 census. Data are provided for 
such components of change between 1960. 
and 1970 as new construction, conver
sions, other additions, demolitions, merg
ers, other losses, and housing units that 
were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In this report, data are shown only for 
new construction units and units removed 
from the inventory by demolition, disas
ter, or some other means. The 1973 data 
on new construction were obtained pri
marily by enumeration of a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 
-1970 Components of Inventory Change 
data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the "year structure built" 
item; i.e., housing units built in 1960 or 
later were classified as added by "new 
construction." Due to limitations in the 
1973 survey procedures for obtaining 
data on losses, a unit is classified as lost 
from the inventory in this report only 
when the entire structure in which the 
sample unit was located was lost. In con
trast, the data on losses in Volume IV 
refer to all housing unit losses, includi,ng 
losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units. 

Comparability with other current re
ports.-This report contains information 
similar to that contained in .some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such 
as the Current Housing Report Housing 
Vacancies, the Current Population Re
ports, and the Current Construction Re
ports, published by the Bureau of the 
Census. Because of procedural differences 
mentioned below, care should be taken 
when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other 
current surveys. 

Current Housing Reports from the Hous
ing Vacancy Survey.-Vacancy rates, 
characteristics of vacant units, and sum
mary information on the occupied and 
vacant housing inventory for the United 
States by inside and outside standard 
metropolitan statistical areas are available 
from the Current Housing Reports, Series 
H-111, Housing Vacancies. The statistics 

presented are based on data collected in 
two different sample surveys conducted 
by the Bureau of the Census. Estimates of 
vacant housing units are based on data 
obtained in the monthly. population 
sample survey, covering approximately 
58,000 designated sample units. Esti
mates of occupied housing units are based 
on data obtained in the quarterly house
hold sample survey, covering approxi
mately 16,000 designated sample units. 
Series H-111 is published quarterly and 
annually. 

The concepts and definitions used in 
the 1973 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as sampling variability, nonsampling 
errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population Survey.-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 58,000 desig
nated sample units. From the data col
lected in the Current Population Survey, 
the Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house
hold and family characteristics, mobility 
of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions 
used in this report are essentially the 
same as those used in the Current Popu
lation Reports and the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
Population Survey is the same, there are 
likely to be significant differences in the 
income data. The time period covering 
income is different in that in this report 
income covers the 12 months prior to the 
date of enumeration while the income 
data in the Current Population Survey 
refer to the calendar year prior to the 
date of enum~ration. There are also signif
icant differences in the way income 
questions are asked. Additional dif
ferences between the 1973 Annual Hous
ing Survey and the Current Population 
Survey may be attributed to factors such 
as the sampling variability and nonsamp
ling errors of the figures from the two 
surveys, survey procedures and tech· 
niques, and processing procedures. 
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Current Population Reports from the Sur
vey of Purchases and Ownership.-The 
1973 Survey of Purchases and Ownership 
is a sample survey, covering approxi
mately 20,000 of the 60,000 designated 
sample units in the 1973 Annual Housing 
Survey. Data are collected on ownership, 
availability, and recent purchases of auto
mobiles and other vehicles, television sets, 
and selected major household appliances. 
Information on the price paid is obtained 
for recently purchased items. The data 
are available in the Current Population 
Reports, Series P-65, Consumer Buying 
Indicators. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, the 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the Survey of 
Purchases and Ownership reflect the 
number of such vehicles that are owned 
or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the Annual 
Housing Survey reflect the number of 
automobiles or trucks owned or regularly 
used by any member of the household, 
including nonrelatives. Additional differ
ences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling varia
bility, and nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the 
Surveys of Construction.-The current 
construction statistics are collected pri
marily from the 14,000 permit-issuing 
places throughout the United States. The 
Census Bureau issues several publications 
under the general· title, Current Construc
tion Reports. These reports include cur
rent data on housing starts and comple
tions; construction authorized by build
ing permits; housing units authorized for 
demolition in permit-issuing places for 
selected areas; and new one-family homes 
sold and for sale. 

The concepts and definitions used in 
this report differ from some of those used 
in the Current Construction Reports. The 
major difference is that the Current Con
struction Reports present counts and 
characteristics of housing units in various . 

stages of construction through comple
tion. The Annual Housing Survey shows 
counts and characteristics of the existing 
housing inventory. Additional differences 
between the 1973 Annual Housing Sur
vey and the Current· Construction Re
ports may be attributed to factors such as 
the sampling variability and nonsampling 
errors of the figures from the two sur
veys, survey procedures and techniques, 
and processing procedures. 

LIVING QUARTERS 

Living quarters are classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters .are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living quarters may also be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use 
(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives). as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a sin
gle room occupied or intended for occu
pancy as separate living quarters. Separate 
living quarters are those in which the 
occupants do not live and eat with any 
other persons in the structure and which 
have either ( 1) direct access from the out
side of the building or through a common 
hall which is used or intended to be used 
by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitch
en facilities for the exclusive use of the 
occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or 
more families living together, or any 
other group of related or unrelated per
sons· who share living arrangements (ex
cept as described in the section on group 
quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use are 
applied to the intended occupants when
ever possible. If the information cannot 
be obtained, the criteria are applied to 
the previous occupants. Both occupied 
and vacant housing units are included in 
the housing inventory, except that mobile 
homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, rail-

road cars, and the like, are included only· 
if they are occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional in
mates or for other groups containing five 
or more persons not related to the person 
in charge. Group quarters are located 
most frequently in institutions, boarding 
houses, military barracks, college dormi
tories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and 
ships. A house or apartment is considered 
group quarters if it is shared by the per
son in charge and five or more persons 
unrelated to him, or if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated per
sons. Information on the housing charac
teristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile homes or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are 
classified as housing units only when 
occupied by permanent residents, i.e., 
persons who consider the hotel as their 
usual place of residence or have no usual 
place of residence elsewhere. Vacant 
rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only in those hotels, 
motels, arid similar places in which 75 
percent or more of the accomodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or boarding house live and eat separately 
from everyone else in the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing· 
units. The remaining quarters are com
bined. If the combined quarters contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the 
head or person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing 
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units if they satisfy the housing unit cri
teria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quar
ters. 

Year-round housing units.-Data on hous
ing characteristics are limited to year
round housing units, i.e., all occupied 
units plus vacant units which are intended 
for year-round use. Vacant units intended 
for seasonal occupancy and vacant units 
held for migratory labor are excluded 
because it is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for them. However, this 
report does present counts of the total 
housing inventory which includes all 
vacant housing units. 

CHANGES IN THE HOUSING 
INVENTORY 

Units added by new construction.-A 
housing unit built in April 1970 or later is 
classified as a unit added by "new con
struction." Vacant units under construc
tion at the time of enumeration were enu
merated only if construction had pro
ceeded to a point that all exterior win
dows and doors were installed and final 
usable floors were in place. Housing units 
built during this period but removed from 
the housing inventory before enumera
tion are not reflected in the figures of this 
report. In the Annual Housing Survey, 
data on new construction were obtained 
primarily by the enumeration of a sample 
of units selected from building permits; in 
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, 
Components of Inventory Change, new 
construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample 
records of units built 1960 or later. 

Units lost through demolition or disas
ter.-A housing unit in a structure which 
existed in April 1970 and was torn down 
on the initiative of a public agency or as a 
result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demoli
tion. Units in structures destroyed by 
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fire, flood, or other causes are classified 
as units lost through disaster. In this 
report, a housing unit is counted as a 
demolition or disaster loss when the 
whole structure in which it was located 
was lost from the inventory. In the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Compo
nents of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, 
including losses of units in structures 
which still contained one or more housing 
units. In addition, units lost through 
disaster ·were counted in 1970 as "units 
lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means.-Any 
housing unit which existed in April 1970 
is counted as lost through other means 
when the entire structure in which it was 
located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demolition or 
disaster. This component includes the 
fol lowing types of losses: 
1. Units lost by change to group quar

ters; for example, a housing unit that 
was occupied by a family in 1970 and 
by a family and five lodgers at the 
time of enumeration. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because 
they are vacant and unfit for human 
habitation. A unit is unfit for human 
habitation if the roof, walls, doors, 
and windows no longer protect the 
interior from the elements. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory 
because there is positive evidence 
(sign, notice, mark on the house or 
block) that the units are scheduled for 
demoliton or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of 
health or safety so that further occu
pancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to nonresidential 
use. 

5. Units moved from site since April 
1970. Such moves in the same area do 
not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inventory since they 
presumably represent units added in 
the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1970 Census of Housing, Vol-
ume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, t.he data on losses refer to all 
housing unit losses, including losses of 

units in structures which still contained 
one or more housing units. In addition, 
units lost through disaster (fire, flood, or 
other such causes) were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Other units involved in change.-There 
are other components of change in the 
housing inventory for which the Annual 
Housing Survey provides no specific 
measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and 
mergers and units added from other 
sources such as nonresidential structures. 
The net effect of these omissions on the 
change in the total housing inventory is 
not known. 

OCCUPANCY AND VACANCY 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 
group of persons is living in it at the time 
of enumeration or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was occu
pied entirely by · persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 
classified as vacant. By definition, the . 
count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race. as used by the Cen
sus Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
The enumerator was to report the race of 
the head of the household in three cate
gories: White, Negro, and other. The last 
category includes American Indian, Chi
nese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any. 
other race except white and Negro. Fig
ures on tenure are given separately for 
white and Negro heads of households; 
units with household heads of other races 
are included in the total in table 1 and 
may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
white and Negro from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with 
Negro head of household are presented in 
separate tables. The classification of race 
in the 1973 Annual Housing Survey was 
made by the enumerator based on his 
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own observation. In the 1970 census, race 
was essentially a self-classification by 
people according to the race with which 
they identified themselves. 

Spanish origin.-The classification by 
Spanish origin here refers to the origin of 
the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 
units with head of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish ori
gin was determined on the basis of a ques
tion that asked for self-identification of a 
person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish origin 
were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican-American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central or South American, or other 
Spanish. 

In the 1970 census and current sur
veys' reports, Spanish persons are identi
fied according to various criteria: Birth
place, birthplace of parents, language, sur
name, and origin or descent. For this 
reason, care should be taken in making 
comparisons of Spanish origin estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey and 
other surveys. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner 
occupied" if the owner or co-owner lives 
in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not 
fully paid for. A cooperative or condo
minium unit is "owner occupied" only if 
the owner or co-owner lives in it. All 
other occupied units are classified as 
"renter ~ccupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Vacant housing units.-A housing unit is 
vacant if no one is living in it at the time 
of enumeration, unless its occupants are 
only temporarily absent. In addition, a 
vacant unit may be one which is occupied 
entirely by persons who have a usual resi
dence elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classi
fied as vacant housing units if construc
tion has reached a point where all exte
rior windows and doors are installed and 
final usable floors are in place. Vacant 
units are excluded if unfit for human hab-

itation; that is, if the roof, walls, win
dows, or doors no longer protect the in
terior from the elements, or if there is 
positive evidence (such as a sign on the 
house or in the block) that the unit is to 
be demolished or is condemned. Also ex
cluded are quarters being used entirely 
for nonresidential purposes, such as a 
store or an office, or quarters used for the 
storage of business supplies or inventory, 
machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant 
housing units used in this report are the 
same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status.-Vacant housing units are 
classified as either "seasonal and migra
tory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units 
are intended for occupancy during only 
certain seasons of the year. Included are 
units intended for recreational use, such 
as beach cottages and hunting cabins, and 
vacant units held for herders and loggers. 
"Migratory" units are vacant units held 
for occupancy by migratory labor em
ployed in farm work during the crop sea
son. "Year-round" vacant housing units 
are available or intended for occupancy at 
any time of the year. A unit in a resort 
area which is usually occupied on a year
round basis is considered year-round. A 
unit used only occasionally throughout 
the year is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are sub
divided as follows: 

For sale only.-Vacant year-round 
units "for sale only" also include va
cant units in a cooperative or condo
minium building if the individual units 
are offered for sale only. 

For rent.-Vacant year-round units 
"for rent" also include vacant units 
offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied.-lf any 
money rent has been paid or agreed 
upon but the new renter has not 
moved in as of the date of enumera
tion, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet 
moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held for occasional use.-This category 
consists of vacant year-round units 
which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. 
The intent of this question is to 
identify homes reserved by their own
ers as second homes. Because of the 
difficulty of distinguishing between 
this category and seasonal vacancies, it 
is possible that some "second homes" 
are classified as "seasonal" and vice 
versa. (See also discussion of "Owned 
second home" in section on "Equip-. 
ment and Fuels.") 

Other vacant.-lf a vacant year-round 
unit does not fall into any of the classi
fications specified above, it is classi
fied as "other vacant." For example, 
this category includes units held for 
settlement of an estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, 
and units held for personal reasons of 
the owner. In this report, all units 
temporarily occupied by persons with 
usual residence elsewhere are shown in 
this category. 

Ho me owner vacancy rate.-The 1973 
homeowner vacancy rate is the number of 
year-round vacant units for sale as a per
cent of the total homeowner inventory, 
i.e., all owner-occupied units and year
round vacant units for sale or sold, not· 
occupied. The homeowner vacancy rate 
for 1970 excludes vacant units sold but not 
occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate.-The 1973 rental 
vacancy rate is the number of year-round 
vacant units for rent as a percent of the· 
total rental inventory, i.e., all renter
occupied units and all year-round vacant 
units for rent or rented, not occupied. 
The rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes 
vacant units rented but not occupied. 

UTILIZATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous
ing unit are counted. These persons in-· 
elude not only occupants related to the 
head of the household but also any lodg
ers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees 
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who share the living quarters of the 
household head. The data on "persons" 
show the number of housing units occu
pied by the specified number of persons. 

A person is enumerated at his usual 
place of residence. This refers to the place 
where the person lives and sleeps most of 
the time. This place is not necessarily the 
same as his legal residence, voting resi
dence, or domicile. 

Rooms.-The statistics on "rooms" are in 
terms of the number of housing units 
with specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin
ished attic or basement rooms, recreation 
rooms, permanently enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a kitchen or living room, 
is a separate room only if there is a parti
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or cabi
nets. 
. Not included in the count of rooms 

are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or basements, 
other unfinished space used for storage, 
open porches, trailers used only as bed
rooms, and offices used only by persons 
not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of 
more than one unit, the room is included 
with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room.-"Persons per room" is 
computed for each occupied unit by di
viding the number of persons in the unit 
by the number of rooms in the unit. The 
figures shown refer, therefore, to the 
number of housing units having the speci
fied ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used main
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
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such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used also 
for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered-bed
rooms. A housing unit consisting of only 
one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified, by definition, as 
having no bedroom. 

STRUCTURAL AND PLUMBING 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has all 
three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
located in the structure. They need not 
be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not con
sidered as having a ·range or cookstove. 
An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclu
sive use of the occupants when they are 
used only by the occupants of one hous
ing unit, including lodgers or other unre
lated persons living in the unit. When a 
structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had been re
moved, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
presented in terms of the number of 
housing units located in structures built 
with a basement. A structure has a base
ment if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part 
of the building. 

Vear structure built.-Year structure built 
refers to when the building was first con
structed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures relate 
to the number ·of units in structures built 

during the specified periods and in exist
ence at the time of enumeration. For 
mobile homes and trailers, the model year 

·was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in structure.-ln the determination 
of the number of units in a structure, all 
housing units, both occupied and vacant, 
were counted. The statistics are presented 
in terms of the number of housing units 
in structures of specified type and size, 
not in terms of the number of residential 
structures. 

A structure is a separate building that 
either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by di
viding walls that extend from ground to 
roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as de
tached or attached. 

A one-family house is detached if it 
has open· space on all four sides even 
though it has an adjoining shed or garage. 
A one-family house is attached if it has 
one or more walls extending from ground 
to roof which divide it from other adjoin
ing structures, such as in row houses, 
townhouses, etc. 

· Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category. When one or more 
rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer .it is classified as a one-family 
house. If, however, only a porch or shed 
has been added, it is still counted as a 
mobile home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on eleva
tor in structure are presented in terms of 
the number of housing units in structures 
with four floors or more which hav~ a 
passenger elevator. Units are in a "walk
up" structure of .four floors or more if 
the structure has no passenger elevator or 
if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or sho1Ner inside the struc
ture for the exclusive use of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
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some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all three speci
fied plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, as well as flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower inside the structure). 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are 
also for the use of the occupants of other 
housing units. 

Complete bathrooms.-A housing unit is 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a wash basin, as 
well as piped hot water in the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants of 
the unit. A half bathroom has either a 
flush toilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, but does not have all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "none or also used by 
another household" consists of units with 
nQ bathroom facilities, units with only a 
half bathroom, units with bathroom facil
ities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units, and 
units with all bathroom facilities but not 
in one room. 

Source of water.-"A public system or 
private company" refers to a common 
source supplying running water to six or 
more housing units. The water may be 
supplied by a city, county, water district, 
or private water company, or it may be 
obtained from a well which supplies six 
or more housing units. If a well provides 
water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
classified as an "individual well." Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, 
etc., are included in the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal.-A "public sewer"· is 
connected to a city, county, sanitary 
district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
·sewer systei:n. It may be 'operated by a 
governmental body or private organiza
tion. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an 
underground tank or pit used for disposal 
of sewage. Small sewage treatment plants 
which in some localities are called neigh
borhood septic tanks are classified as 
public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are in
cluded in the "other" category. 

EQUIPMENT AND FUELS 

Heating equipment.-"Warm-air fur
nace" refers to a central system which 
provides warm air through ducts leading 
to various rooms; central heat pumps are 
included in this category. "Steam or hot 
water" refers to a central heating system 
in which heat from steam or hot water is 
delivered through radiators or other out
lets. "Built-in electric units" are perma
nently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, 
or baseboards. A "floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace" delivers warm air to the room 
right above the furnace or to the 
room(s) on one or both sides of the wall 
in which the furnace is installed. "Room 
heaters with flue" include circulating 
heaters, convectors, radiant gas heaters, 
and other nonportable heaters that burn 
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, 
and which are connected to a flue, vent, 
or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. 
"Room heaters without flue" include any 
room heater (not portable) that burns 
gas, oil, or kerosene which is not connect· 
ed to a flue, vent, or chimney. "Fire
places, stoves, or portable heaters" also 
include room heaters that burn coal or 
wood. 

For vacant units from which the heat
ing equipment had been removed, the 
equipment used by the last occupants was 
to be reported. 

Air conditioning.-Air conditioning is 
defined as the cooling of air by a refrig
eration unit; excluded are evaporative 
coolers, fans, or blowers which are not 
connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 
is installed in a window or an outside wall 
and is generally intended to cool one 
room, although it may sometimes be used 
to cool more than one room. A central 
system is a central installation which air 
conditions the entire housing unit. In an 
apartment building, a central system may 
cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central sys
tem, or there may be several systems, 
each providing central air conditioning for 
a group of apartments. A central installa
tion with individual room controls is a 
central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.
Statistics on automobiles available 
represent the number of passenger auto· 
mobiles, including station wagons, which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are ordi
narily kept at home. The figures include 
leased automobiles and company-owned 
automobiles kept, at home. Police cars, 
taxicabs, pickups, or larger trucks were 
not to be counted. 

The data on trucks available represent 
the number of pickups and small panel 
trucks of one-ton capacity or less which 
are owned or r~gularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are ordi
narily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were included only if 
also used for personal activities of house
hold members. 

The statistics do not reflect the num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used for house heating and cook
ing.-"Util ity gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a central 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Fuel oil, kerosene, etc." 
includes fuel oil, kerosene, gasoline, alco
hol, and other combustible liquids. "Other 
fuel" includes any other fuel such as 
briquettes made of pitch and sawdust, 
coal dust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Owned second home.-A second home 
may be a single-family house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski lodge, etc., 
which is owned and held for use some
time during the year by the owner or 
members of his household. Second homes 
may also be owned in partnership with 
members of a different household. The 
figures include second homes which are 
sometimes rented or leased on a short
term basis to other persons but are princi
pally held for the owner's occasional use 
during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households that own (one or more) sec
ond homes. The data, therefore, do not 
reflect the number of owned second 
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homes. (See also discussion of vacant 

units "Held for occasional use" in section 
on "Occupancy and Vacancy Characteris
tics.") 

FINANCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Value.-Value is the respondent's esti· 
mate of how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 
The statistics on value are shown only for 
one-family homes on less than 10 acres, 
without a commercial establishment or 
medical or dental office on the property. 
Owner-occupied cooperatives, condomi~i
ums, mobile homes, and trailers are ex
cluded from the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio.-The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing the value of 
the housing unit by the total money in
come of the family or primary individual. 
The ratio is presented for the same own
er-occupied units for which value was tab
u I ated; thus, the statistics on value
income ratio reflect the exclusion of cer
tain owner-occupied units. The ratio was 
computed separately for each unit and 
was rounded to the nearest tenth. In 
reporting value, respondents were asked 
to select an appropriate class interval. The 
midpoints of the value intervals were used 
in the computation of the value-income 
ratio, except that a mean of $2,000 was 
assigned for values less than $2,500 and a 
mean of $70,000 was assigned for values 
of $60,000 or more. For income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied 
by families or primary individuals who 
reported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

The 1973 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of enumera
tion. For 1970, the income statistics cover 
the calendar year 1969. 

Contract rent.-Contract rent · is the 
monthly rent agreed to, or contrac.ted 
for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or 
services are included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes on 10 
aaes or more. Renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent are shown 
separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 
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Gross rent.-The computed rent termed 
"gross rent" is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cost of utili
ties (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil,. 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), if these items 
are paid for by the renter (or paid for him 
by someone else, such as a relative, wel
fare agency, or friend) in addition to rent. 
Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to, or contracted for, regardless of any 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices with respect to the 
inclusion of utilities and fuel as part of 
the rental payment. The estimated costs 
of water and fuels are reported on a year
ly basis but they are converted to month· 
ly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
family houses on 10 acres or more. Rent· 
er units occupied without payment of 
cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing.
The gross rent for nonsubsidized housing 
units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, 
State, or local government rent subsidies, 
as well as one-family homes on 10 acres 
or more. Data on nonsubsidized units· in 
this report are not based on government 
or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify his unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income.-The 
yearly gross rent (monthly gross rent 
multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. The percentage is 
presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent was tabulated; 
thus, the statistics on gross rent as per
centage of income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied units. The per
centage was computed separately for each 
unit and was rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and income 
the dollar amounts were used in the com
putation. Units for which no cash rent is 
paid and units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no 

income or a net loss comprise the cate
gory "not computed." 

The 1973 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of enumera
tion. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as 
percentage of income.-This item was 
computed in the same manner as gross 
rent as percentage of income except that 
rents and incomes for public and subsi
dized housing units were excluded. Data 
on nonsubsidized units in this report are 
not .based on government or local records; 
they are, therefore, subject to the ability 
of a respondent to properly classify his 
unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized hous
ing. 

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who occupy. a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households is 
the same as the count of occupied hous
ing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household" is designated as the "head," 
that is, the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married. woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition.-Statistics by 
age of head are presented separately for 
two-or-more-person households and for 
one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further 
subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no noilrela
tives.-Each household in this group 
consists of the head and his wife, and 
other persons, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. 

Other male head.-This category in
cludes households with male head, 
wife present, with nonrelatives living 
with them; male heads who are mar
ried, but with wife absent because of 
separation or other reason where hus-
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band and wife maintain separate resi
dences; and male heads who are wid
olM!d, divorced, or single. 

Female head.-This group comprises 
households with female heads regard
less of their marital status. Included 
are female heads with no spouse and · 
female heads whose husbands are liv
ing away from their families, as for 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one per-
son are shown separately as "one-person 
households" and are not incl.uded in the 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head." 

Family or primary individual.-Housing 
units are occupied by either "families" or 
"primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all 
(one or more) other persons living in the 
same household who are related to the 
head by blood, marriage, or adoption. If 
the head lives alone or with nonrelatives 
only, then the head is considered·a "pri
mary individual." 

Married couples related to the head of 
a family are included in the family and 
are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other person unrelated 
to the head is considered a member of the 
household but not of the family .. 

In the statistics on household compo- · 
sition, families are always included in one . 
of the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. Primary indi· 
viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tabulated as "other male head" or 
"female head." Primary individuals living 
alone are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily .-A subfamily is a married· 
couple with or without children, or one 
parent with one or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or his wife. The most common 
example of a subfamily is a young mar
ried couple sharing the home of the hus
band's or wife's parents. 

Age of head.-The age classification refers 
to the age reported for the head of the 
household as of his last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over.-All per
sons, including the head, who are mem
bers of the household and are 65 years 
and over are included in the count of per
sons 65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if 
he or she is a single (never married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 
household head. Own children of sub
families are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Other relative of head.-This category in
cludes all persons related to the head by 
blood, marriage, or adoption except wite 
or child of head and members of sub
families. 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this cate
gory. 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to enu
meration and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or ·welfare payments, and all 
other money income. The figures repre
sent the amount of income received be· 
fore deductions for personal income 
taxes, Social Security, union dues, bond 
purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to. 
the money income of the family or pri
mary individual occupying the housing 
unit, that is, the sum of the income of the · 
head of the family and all other members 
of the family 14 years old and over or the 
income of the primary individual. In
comes of persons living in the unit but 

not related to the head of the household 
are not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the 
total money earnings received for work 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the t 2-month period prior to enu
meration. It includes wages, salary, piece 
rate payments, commissions, tips, cash 
bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net 
money income (gross receipts minus 
operating expenses) received from a 
business, professional practice, partner
ship, or farm in which the person was 
engaged on his own account. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per
sons, dependents of deceased insured 
workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also includ
ed. Separate payments received for hos
pital or other medical care are not includ
ed. 

Income from all other sources includes 
money income received from sources 
such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs such as old age assistance, aid to 
families with dependent children, and aid 
to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re
ceived for transportation and/or subsist· 
ence by persons participating in special 
governmental training programs such as 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training 
Act; workmen's compensation cash bene
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans 
Administration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pen
sions; periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony or child 
support from persons who are not mem-
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bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
and nonservice scholarships and fellow
ships. 

Receipts from the following sources 
were not included· as income: Value of 
income "in kind" such as free living quar
ters, housing subsidies, food stamps, cir 
food produced and consumed in the 
home; money received from the sale of 
pr.operty (unless the recipient was en
gaged in the businl!SS of selling such prop· 
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with· 
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 
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of money between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lump-sum 
insurance payments, inheritances, and 
other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the charac
teristics of the household refer to dif· 
ferent periods in time. For 1973, the in· 
come data refer to the 12 months prior to 
enumeration whereas the household 
characteristics refer to the date of enu· 
meration. For 1970, income data refer to 
the calendar year 1969 whereas the 
household characteristics refer to APril 1, 
1970. Thus, the income of the family 

does not include amounts received by 
persons who were members of the family 
during all or part of the income period if 
these persons no longer resided with the 
family at the time of enumeration. On 
the other hand, family income includes 
amounts reported by related persons who 
did not reside with the family during the 
income period but who were members of 
the family at the time of enumeration. 
For most families, however, the income 
reported was received by persons who 
were members of the family throughout 
the income period. 
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AREA CLASSI Fl CATIONS 

Counties 

The primary divisions of most of the 
States are termed counties; in Louisiana 
the corresponding units are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, 
areas designated census divisions have 
been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Mary
land, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con

tain one or more cities that are independ· 
ent of any county; for statistical purposes 
these independent cities are treated as 
county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The definitions of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were 
defined in January 1968 and an addi
tional 13 were defined in February 1971 
on the basis of the results of the 1970 
census. Changes in SMSA definition cri·. 
teria, boundaries, and titles made after 
February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defin'ed by 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

PART B 

Except in the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the co Linty or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central city or cities. For a detailed 
description of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city _boundaries. For a few cen

. tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1973 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by direct interview. The 
survey enumerators were instructed to 
read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and expla· 
nations given below for each subject are 
to a considerable extent drawn . from 
various technical and procedural materials 
used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the enumerative per
sonnel to understand more fully the 
intent of each question and thus to re
solve problem or unusual cases. Addi· 
tional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist 
the user in the proper utilization of the 
statistics. 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living quarters may also be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use 
(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives). as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a sin
gle room occupied or intended for occu
pancy as separate living quarters. Separate 
living quarters. are those in which -the 
occupants do not live and eat with any 
other persons in the structure and which 
have either ( 1) direct access from the out
side of the building or through a common 
hall which is used or intended to be used 
by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitch
en facilities for the exclusive use of the 
occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or 
more families living together, or· any 
other group of related or unrelated per
sons who share living arrangements (ex
cept as described in the section on group 
quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete . 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use are 
applied to the intended occupants when
ever possible. If the information cannot 
be obtained, the criteria are applied to 
tlie previous occupants. Both occupied 
and vacant housing units are included in 
the housing inventory, except that mobile 
homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, rail

.road cars, and the like, are included only 
if they are occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional in
mates or for other groups containing five 
or more persons not related to the person 
in charge. Group quarters are located 
most frequently in institutions, boarding 
houses, military barracks, college dormi
tories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, . convents, and 
ships. A house or apartment is considered 
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group quarters if it is shared by the per
son in charge and five or more persons 
unrelated to him, or if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated per
sons. Information on the housing charac
teristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses,. etc.-Mobile homes or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are 
classified as housing units only when 
occupied by permanent residents, i.e., 
persons who consider the hotel as their 
usual place of residence or have no usual 
p I ace of residence elsewhere. Vacant 
rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only in those hotels, 
motels, and similar places in which 75 
percent or mor.e of the accomodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or boarding house live and eat separately 
from everyone else in .the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. The remaining quarters are com
bined. If the combined quarters contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the 
head or person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri
teria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quar
ters. 

Occupancy Characteristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 

group of persons is living in it at the time 
of enumeration or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was occu
pied entirely by persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 
classified as vacant. By definition, the 
count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous
ing unit are counted. These persons in
clude not only occupants related to the 
head of the household but also any· 
lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident em
ployees who share the living quarters of 
the household head. 

A person is enumerated at his usual 
place of residence, which refers. to the 
place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not 
necessarily the sa~e as his legal"residence, 
voting residence, or domicile. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race as used by the cen
sus Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
The enumerator was to report the race of 
the head of the household in three cate
gories: White, Negro, and other. The last 
category includes American Indian, Chi
nese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except white and Negro. Fig
ures on tenure are given separately for 
white and Negro heads of households; 
units with household heads of other races 
are included in the total in table 1 and 
may be derived by subtracting the sum uf 
white and Negro from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with 
Negro head of household are presented in 
separate tables. The classification of race 
in the 1973 Annual Housing Survey was 
made by the enumerator based on his 
own observation. In ,the 1970 census, race 
was essentially a self-classification by 
people according to the race with which 
they identified themselves. 

Spanish origin.-The classification by 
Spanish origin here refers to the origin of 
the head of the household occupying the 
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housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 
units with head of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish ori
gin was determined on the basis of a ques
tion that asked for self-identification:of a 
person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish origin 
were those who indicated th,at their origin 
was either Mexican-American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central or South American, or other 
Spanish. 

In the 1970 census and current sur
veys' reports, Spanish persons are identi
fied according to various criteria: Birth
place, birthplace of parents, language, sur
name, and origin or descent. For this 
reason, care should be taken in making 
comparisons of Spanish origin estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey and 

' other surveys. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner 
occupied" if- the owner or co-owner lives 
in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or n~t 
fully paid for. A cooperative or condo
minium unit is "owner occupied" only if 
the owner or· co-owner lives in it. All 
other occupied units are classified as. 
"renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Duration of occupancy .-Data on dura: 
tion of occupancy are based on informa
tion for the head of household; the data 
refer to the period when present occu
pancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the head lived in the unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." 
A head who "lived here last winter," 
must have moved into his unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who oc.cupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households is 
the same as the count of occupied hous
ing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head," 

that is, the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Type of household.-Statistics are pre
sented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person house
holds. Households having two or more 
persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Husband-wife.-ln this report, each 
household in this group consists of the 
head and his wife, and all other per
sons occupying the unit whether or 
not they are related to the head. In 
Parts A, C, and D, the category "male 
head, wife present, no nonrelatives" 
excludes persons not related to the 
head. 

Other male head.-This category in
cludes households with male heads 
who are widowed, divorced, or single 
and households with male heads who 
are married but with wife absent be· 
cause of separation or other reason 
where husband and wife maintain 
separate residence·s. 

Female head.-This group comprises 
households with female heads regard, 
less of their marital status. Included 
are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are liv
ing away from their families, as for 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one per
son are shown separately .as "one-person 
households" and are not included in the 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head:" 

Subfamily.-A subfamily is a married 
couple with or without children, or one 
parent with orie or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or his wife. The mos.t common 
example of a subfamily is a young mar
ried couple sharing the home of the hus
band's or wife's parents. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if 
he or she is a single (never married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 
household head. Own children of sub· 
famili.es are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Other relative of head.-This category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood, marriage, or adoption except wife 
or child of head and members of sub
families. 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, or 
adoption., Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this cate
gory. 

Selected Characteristics, by 
Breakdowns or Failures 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used 
mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleep
ing such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand; rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used also 
for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bed
rooms. A housing unit consisting of only 
one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified, by definition, as 
having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown for housing units with two or 
more bedrooms. U_nits have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to 
pass through a bedroom to get to another 
room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion 
is applied only to units with one com
plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half bath lacks a 
flush toilet. 

Statistics on the number of bedrooms 
regularly used by three or more persons 
are shown separately for three-or-more
person households. Not included are bed-
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rooms used for sleeping by three or more 
persons only on an occasional basis s'uch 
as by visitors. 

Rooms.-ln this report, rooms include 
whole rooms used for living purposes 
such as living rooms, dining rooms, bed
rooms, finished. attic or basement rooms, 
recreation rooms, permanently enclosed 
porches suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. Not included as rooms are kitchens, 
bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, laun
dry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other unfinished space used ' 
for storage, open porches, trailers used 
only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc
ture for the exclusive use of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all three speci
fied plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, as well as flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower inside the structure), 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are 
also for the use of the occupants of other 
housing units. 

Complete bathrooms.-A housing unit is 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a wash basin, as 
well as piped hot water in the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants of 
the unit. A half bathroom has either a 
flush toilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, but does not have all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "none or also used by 
another household" consists of units with 
no bathroom facilities, units with only a 
half bathroom, units with bathroom facil
ities which are also for the use of the 

. occupants of other housing units, and 
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units with all bathroom facilities but not 
in one room. 

Flush toilet, water supply, sewage dis
posal, and heating equipment.-Break
downs or failures of flush toilet, water 
supply, and sewage disposal are shown if 
the housing unit was occupied by the 
head of the household at least three 
months prior to enumeration and if the 
breakdown or failure lasted six consec
utive hours or longer during the three 
months prior to enumeration. For break
downs or failures of heating equipment, 
data are shown for units occupied by the 
household head during the winter prior to 
enumeration if the equipment was un
usable for six consecutive hours or longer 
during that time. To qualify as having 
lived here "last winter," the household 
head must have moved into the unit prior 
to the previous February. Further discus
sion of each item is given below: 

Flush toilet.-The statistics on break
downs or failures of flush toilet are 
limited to units that had all plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet, 
that is, one complete bathroom or one 
complete bathroom plus half bath 
without flush toiiet. The flush toilet 
may be completely unusable because 
of broken pipes, stopped up soil pipe, 

· lack of water supplied to the flush 
toilet, or some other reason. 

Units with breakdown or failure in 
flush toilet are classified according to 
the number of breakdowns or failures 
and to the most common source of the 
problem. "Problems inside the build
ing" refer to such breakdowns or 
failures as broken pipes in the unit (or 
building), a cracked or broken bowl, 
or faulty flushing mechanism. "Prob
lems outside the building" refer to 
such breakdowns or failures as breaks 
in the main water or sewer line or 
shutdown by the water company for 
maintenance or repairs. 

Water supply .-A public system or 
private company refers to water sup
plied by a city, county, water district, 
or private water company, or water 
supplied from a well to six or more 
housing units. A well that. provides 

water for five or fewer housing units is 
classified as an individual well. Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, and 
rivers are included in the category 
"with water from other sources." 

Breakdowns or failures in the water· 
supply were asked when the source of 
water was a public system, private 
company, or individual well. A· break
down or failure in the water supply 
means that the unit was completely 
without running water from its regular 
source. A unit was considered to be 
completely without running water if 
( 1) the water system servicing the untt 
supplied no water 'at all, or (2) no 
water was available in the unit due to a 
breakdown or failure in the water 
supply inside the structure, or (3) the 
equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets 
in the kitchen and the bathroom sinks, 
faucet and shower in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, et2'.) were all inoperable. 
If the faucet in the kitchen sink was 
broken but the one in the bathtub was 
working, the unit was not classified as 
being completely without water. 

Units with a breakdown or failure 
in the water supply are classified ac
cording to the number of breakdowns 
or failures and to the most common 
source of the problem. "Problems 

. inside the building" refer to such 
problems as broken pipes in the unit 
(or building) or turning the water off 
in the unit (or building) for mainte
nance and repairs. "Problems 9utside 
the building" refer to such problems as 
power failures, breaks in the main 
water line, or shutdown of the water 
company for maintenance and repairs. 

Sewage disposal.-A public sewer is 
connected to a city, county, sanitary 
district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
sewer system. It may be operated by a 
governmental body or private organi
zation. A septic tank or cesspool is an 
underground tank or pit used· for 
disposal of sewage'. Small sewage treat
ment plants which in some localities 
are called neighborhood septic tanks 
are classified as public sewers. A 
chemical toilet uses chemicals to break 
down or dissolve sewage. A privy 
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refers to an "outhouse" or other small 
shelter outside the unit which contains 
a toilet. Sewage that is disposed of in 
some other way is classified as ot~er 
means; for example, it may be. an 
individual sewer line running to a 
creek, lake, or swamp. 

The number of breakdowns or fail
ures in the means of sewage disposal is 
limited to ·units in which the means of 
sewage disposal was a public sewer, 
septic tank, or cesspool. The break
down or failure m~y have, been the 
result of an overloaded sewage disposal 
system, lack of running water, a bro
ken or cracked tank, etc. 

Heating equipment.-ln this report, 
heating equipment includes central 
heating systems such as warm-air fur
naces. (including central heat pumps), 
which deliver warm air through ducts 
leading to various rooms, and steam or 
hot water furnaces, in which heat from 
steam or hot water is delivered 
through radiators or other outlets; 
built-in electric units which are perma· 
nently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings, or baseboards; and floor, wall, or 
pipeless furnaces which deliver warm 
air to the room right above the furnace 
or to the .room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is 
installed. Also included are other 
means of heating equipment such as 
room heaters with or without flue, 
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters · 
of all types. 

Heating equipment is considered 
unusable if it cannot be used for the 
purposes intended; the breakdown or 
failu~e may be caused by broken pipes, 
electrical or gas parts out of order, or 
downed power lines. 

Insufficient heat.-The statistics pre
sented refer to housing units in which the 
household head occupied the unit during 
the winter prior to the date of enumera
tion. To qualify as having lived here "last 
winter," the household head must have 
moved into the unit prior to the previous 
February. 

Separate data are shown for units with 
additional heat source, rooms which 

lacked specified heat source, and units 
with closed rooms. The term "specifted 
heating equipment" includes warm-air 
furnace; steam or hot water system; 
built-in electric units; floor, wall, or 
pipeless furnace; and roo!ll heaters with 
flue. Excluded are room heaters without 
flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and port
able heaters. 

The data on additional heat source 
refer to units with "specified heating 
equipment" which had to use ad~itional 
sources of heat to supplement the regular 
heating system because the regular system 
did not provide enough heat. Additional 
sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the mornings or on 
very cold evenings. Electric blankets, 
heating pads, or hot water bottles are not 
considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat 
source " include rooms lacking hot air 
ducts, registers; radiators, and room heat
ers. The intent of this item was to 
identify rooms in units with "specified 
heating equipment" which did not con
tain the means of conveying the heat to 
the room. The kitchen was not con
sidered to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for 
rooms which were closed because they 
could not be kept warm. The rooms must 
have been closed for seven consecutive 
days or longer during the previous winter, 
and the unit must have "specified heating 
equipment." For this item, also, the kitch
en was not consitlered a room. 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has all 
three 'of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An. 
installed sink with piped w~ter, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must ~e 
located in the structure. They need not · 
be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not con
sidered as having a range or cookstove. 
An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclu
sive use of the occ.upants when they are 
used only by the· occupants of one hous-

ing unit, including lodgers or other unre
lated persons living in the unit. When a 
structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
presented in terms of the number of 
housing units located in structures built 
with a basement. A structure has a 
basement if there is enclosed space in 
which persons can walk upright under all 
or part of the building. 

Basements in structures with occupied 
units are further classified by signs of 
water leakage. The category "with water 
leakage" consists of units in which the 
basement shows signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, even if the 
signs only appear when it rains or during 
other similar situations. "No water leak
age" means that the basement shows no. 
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of 
water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb
ing. If the basement shows signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside but the 
problem causing the lea~age has been 
corrected, the ·unit was classified as hav
ing no water leakage. 

Units in structure.-ln the determination 
of the number of units in a structure, all 
housing units, both occupied and vacant, 
were counted. The statistics are presented 
in terms of the number of housing units 
in structures of specified type and size, 
not in terms of the number of residential 
structures. 

A structure is a separate building that 
either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by di
viding walls that extend from ground to 
roof. 

Roof.-Units "with water leakage" are 
those in which the roof shows signs of 
water having leaked in from the outside 
or where the roof leaks when it rains. 
"No water leakage" means that the roof 
shows no signs of water having leaked in 
from the outside, or that the roof shows 
signs of water leakage but the problem 
causing the leakage has been corrected. If 
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the signs of water leakage are caused by a· 
problem inside the structure such as 
faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no water leakage. 

Interior ceilings and walls.-Statistics are 
presented on whether or not there are 
open cracks or holes and broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the interior ceilings or 
walls of a housing unit. Included are 
cracks or holes that do not go all the way 
through to the next room or to the 
outdoors. "Hairline cracks" or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not 
large enough for a fingernail file to be 
inserted in, and very small holes caused 
by nails or other similar objects are not 
considered to be open cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must 
be on the inside .walls or ceilings, and at . 
least one area of the broken plaster or 
peeling paint must be approximately one 
square foot or larger. 

Interior floors.-Data are shown on 
whether there are holes in the interior 
floors of a housing unit. The holes do not 
have to go through the floor. Exel uded _ 
are very small holes caused by nails or 
other similar objects. 

Common stairways.-The statistics on 
common stairways are presented for 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with common stairways. The 
figures reflect the physical condition of 
the stairway, i.e., whether there are loose, 
broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which 
are usually used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the 
structure or attached to the outs.ide of 
the building. 

The figures shown for the categories 
under "with common stairways" may not 
add to the total because more than .one 
condition was reported. 

Light fixtures in public halls.-The statis
tics on light fixtures in public halls are 
presented in terms of the number of 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with publi~ halls which have 
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light fixtures and whether the light fix
tures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table 
lamps in the public halls of the building. 
.Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general 
public. 

Electric wiring.-A housing unit is classi
fied as having exposed electric wiring if 
the unit has any wiring that is not 
enclosed, either in the walls or in metal 
coverings, or if the wiring is outside the 
walls bµt enclosed in some material other 
than metal. Extension cords and other 
types of wiring that extend from a wall 
outlet to an appliance or lamp are not 
considered as exposed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets.-A housing unit is 
classified as having electric wall outlets in 
each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each 
room of the unit. A working electric wall 
outlet or wall plug is one that is in 
operating condition, i.e., ·can. be used 
when needed. If a room does not have an 
electric wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of a wall outlet is not 
considered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts.-These statistics 
are presented for occupied housing units 
which had had an electrical circuit fuse 
blown or breaker switch tripped during 
the three months prior to enumeration. 
The data are restricted to households that 
had been at their present address for at 
least three months prior to the date of 
enumeration. A blown fuse or tripped 
breaker switch results in the temporary 
loss of electricity until the fuse is re
placed or the breaker switch reset. Blown 
fuses inside certain appliances or equip
ment (such as some large air conditioners) 
are counted as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Garbage collection service.-A housing 
unit is classified as having garbage collec
tion service if either a private or public 
company collects the trash or garbage on 
a regular basis and carries it to public 
disposal areas. In some areas where the 
garbage (food· waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) 

by another, data are obtained only for 
the garbage collection service. 

If the household does not have garbage 
col)ection service, the means of garbage 
disposal is classified as follows: 

Incinerator, trash chute, or com
paCtor .-An incinerator is a large unit 
on the property designed to· burn all 
trash and garbage. Trash chutes and 
compactors were marked as the means 
of garbage disposal when the final 
means of disposal was not known, i.e., 
if the respondent knew only that he 
put his garbage down a trash chute or 
that his garbage goes into a compactor. 
A compactor is a unit which packs 
trash and garbage into smaller units for 
disposal. 

Garbage disposal unit.-A garbage dis
posal unit is connected to the kitchen 
sink and grinds up the garbage which is 
disposed of th rough the se.wage 
system. 

Other means.-lf the method of dis
posal does not fall into any of the 
classifications specified above, it is 
classified as "other means." 

Exterminator service.-The statistics on 
exterminator service refer to households 
that have been at their present address for 
at least three months prior to the date of 
enumeration and who reported that they 
had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or 
building during the last 3 months. Signs 
of mice and rats or traces of their 
presence include droppings, holes in the 
wall, or ripped or torn food containers. 
"Regular extermination service" refers to 
periodic visits by a licensed company or 
individual who uses chemicals and sprays 
to control or kill pests and rodents. The 
regular service interval may be once a 
month, four times a year, or any other 
such interval. "Irregular extermination 
service" includes visits by an 
exterminator who is called only when 
needed by the household or building1 
manager, or where it is known that a 
building is serviced but it is not known 
whether the service is regular or irregular. 
"No extermination service" includes units 
in a house or building that has not been 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

serviced during the 12 months prior to 
enumeration and where it is not known if 
there is any exterminator service. 

Street conditions and neighborhood serv
ices.-The statistics presented are based 
on the resp.ondent's opinion and attitude 
toward the street and neighborhood in 
which he lives. Thus, the respondent's 
answer may or may not reflect the 
"actual" description of the street and 
neighborhood. Furthermore, the . re
spondent may not have the same opinion 
as his neighbor about the street con
ditions and/or neighborhood services; for 
example, the respondent may feel that 
the street lighting or neighborhood 
shopping facilities are inadequate while 
his neighbor may not. 

Street. conditions.-Data are shown on 
whether or not the respondent con
siders certain street conditions as un
desirable. A condition is undesirable if 
the respondent considers it disturbing, 
harmful, or dangerous. The following 
is the list of conditions: 

Noise.-This category includes both 
street noises, such as children play
ing outdoors or noise from a fac
tory or business, and noises from 
airplane traffic. 

Heavy traffic.-Heavy traffic refers 
to traffic from cars and/or trucks 
that the respondent believes is more 
than an acceptable amount for the 
neighborhood. 

Odors. - This category includes 
odors, smoke, or gas coming from 
cars, trucks, nearby industries, fac
tories, businesses, etc. 

Litter. -This category includes all 
types of trash, litter, or junk such 
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in 
the street, on empty lots, or on 
_properties on the street. 

Abandoned buildings. -Abandoned 
buildings refer to both single and 
multiunit buildings which are 
abandoned or boarded up. Included 
in this category are remains of 
previous buildings. 

Deteriorating· housing.-Deteriorat
ing housing refers to occupied hous
ing units in rundown condition. 

Commercial or industrial.-This 
category refers to commercial, in
dustrial, or other nonr~sidential 

activities, including both large and 
small industries as well as businesses 
and stores. 

Streets need repair. - Th is category 
refers to streets, either paved ·or 
unpaved, continually in need of 
repair or streets bordered by open 
ditches used for water or sewage 
drainage. 

Inadequate street lighting.-ln
adequate street lighting includes 
areas that have no street lighting, 
streets with insufficient lighting, 
and streets where the lighting does 
not work adequately. 

Crime._-This category refers to all 
forms of street and neighborhood 
crime such as petty theft, assaults 
against the person, burglary, etc. 

The figures shown for the cate
gories under "undesirable condi
tions" will not add to the total 
because more than one undesirable 
street condition may be reported 
for the same unit. 

Street conditions and wish to move.
The category "would like to move" 
consists of housing units in which the 
respondef!t considers one or more 
street conditions (such as street 

noise) disturbing, harmful, or danger
ous and so objectionable that he 
would like to move from the neighbor
hood. 

Neighborhood services.-The data 
shown are based on the respondent's 
opinion of the adequacy of the follow
ing neighborhood services: 

·Public transportation.-The data re
fer to _the availability of public 
transportation such as bus, subway, 
or taxicab service. 

Schools. -This category refers to 
the distance to the school, popula
tion of the student body, etc. 

Neighborhood shopping. -This cate
gory includes stores such as grocery 
or drug stores and their merchan
dise, prices, or services. 

Neighborhood services and wish to 
move.-The category "household 
would like to move" consists of hous
ing units in which the respondent 
considers one or more neighborhood 
services (such as public transportation) 
so inadequate or unsatisfactory that he 
would like to move from the neighbor
hood. 

The figures shown for the cate· 
gories under "household would like to 
move" will not add to the total be
cause more than one inadequate serv
ice may have been reported for the 
same unit. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood.--The 
data ·presented are based on the re
spondent's overall opinion of the 
neighborhood according to the street 
conditions and the neighborhood serv
ices available (described in preceding 
paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

cOunties 

The primary divisions of most of tpe 
States are termed counties; ii) Louisiana 
the corresponding units are termed par· 
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in th)s State, 

areas designated census divisions. have 
been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Mary· 
land,. Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con· 
tain one or more cities that are independ· 
ent of any county; for statistical pur· 
poses these independent cities are treated 
as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The definitions of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous· 
ing Survey corresP<>nd to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 

PARTC 

the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were 
defined in January 1968 and an addi· 
tional 13 were defined in February 1971 
on the basis of the results of the 1970 
census. Changes in SMSA definition cri· 
teria, boundaries, and titles made after 
February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig· 
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central city or cities. For a detailed 
description of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1973 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by direct interview. The 
survey enumerators were instructed to 
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read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and expla
nations given below for each subject are 
to a considerable extent drawn from 
various technical and procedural materials 
used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the enumerative per
sonnel to understand more fully the 
intent of each question and thus to re
solve problem or unusual cases. Addi
tional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist 
the user in the proper utilization of the 
statistics. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Hous-
1 

·ing data.-The data presented in this 
report are generally comparable to those 
shown in the 1970 census reports, par
ticularly to the cross-tabulations shown in 

the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume II 
reports, Metropolitan Housing Character
istics. The concepts and definitions are · 
essentially the same for items that appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1973 
survey. Definitional differences, if any, 
are discussed under the particular subject 
later in this section. Additional differen
ces between the 1973 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data 
may be attributed to several factors. 
These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to 
direct interview in the Annual Housing 
Survey; differences in processing pro
cedures; the estimation .procedures _and 

sample designs; the sampling variability of 
the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample 
data from the census; the nonsampling 
errors associated with the Annual Hous
ing Survey estimates; and the non
sampl ing errors associated with the census 
estimates. 

Data as of 1970 for "mortgage on 
property" and "real estate taxes last 

• year" are p'i'esented in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. 
In Volume V, ·the data are .based on 
information collected for a sample of 
housing units in the Residential Finance 
Survey which was conducted in 1971 as 
part of th.e 1970 census. The 1970 report 
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provided data on the financing of home
owner and rental properties, including 
characteristics of the mortgages, proper
ties, and homeowners. 

Differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the data in this report and 
Volume V include the following. The 
basic unit of tabulation in this report is 
the housing unit; in Volume V, it is the 
property. Data on mortgage status in this 
report are based on the occupant's 
answer; in Volume V, mortgage status of 
the property was verified by the lender. 
In this report, real estate taxes reflect the 
total amount of real estate taxes exclud
ing special assessments such as sewer 
taxes, road improvement taxes, and tax 
collection charges; in Volume V, real 

"estate taxes include special assessments. 

Comparability with other current re
ports.-This report contains some infor
mation similar to that contained in the 
Current Population Reports published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of 
procedural differences mentioned below, 
care shbuld be taken when comparing 
data fro111 the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other current surveys. 

Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population Survey.-The Current 
Population Survey (CPS) is a monthly 
sample survey of approximately 58,000 
designated sample units. From the data 
collected in the Current Po.pulation 
Survey, the Bureau issues several publica
tions under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports 
on household and family characteristics, 
mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions 
used in this. report are essentially the 
same as those used in the Current Popula
tion Reports and the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
Population Survey is the same, there are 
likely to be significant differences in the 
income data. The time period covering 
income is different in that in this report 
income covers the 12 months prior to the 
date of enumeration while the income 
data in the Current Population Survey 
refer to the calendar year prior to the 

date of enumeration. There are also sig
nificant differences in the way income 
questions are asked. Additional differ
ences between the 1973 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population 
Survey may be attributed to factors such 
as the sampling variability and non
sampling errors of the figures from the 
two surveys, survey procedures and tech
niques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Sur
vey of Purchases and Ownership.-The 

1973 Survey of Purchases and Ownership 
is a sample survey, covering approxi
mately 20,000 of the 60,000 designated 
sample units in the 1973 Annual Housing 
Survey. Data are collected on ownership, 
availability, and recent purchases of auto
mobiles and other vehicles, television sets, 
and selected major household appliances. 
Information on the price paid is obtained 
for recently purchased items. The data 
are available in the Current Populations 
Reports, Series P-65, Consumer Buying 
Indicators. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, the 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the Survey of 
Purchases and Ownership reflect the 
number of such vehicles that are owned 
or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the Annual 
Housing Survey reflect the number of 
automobiles or trucks owned or regularly 
used by any member of the household, 
including nonrelatives. Additional differ
ences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling varia
bility, and nonsampling errors. 

, Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail-
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. er). Living quarters may also be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use 
(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a sin
gle room occupied or intended for occu
pancy as separate living quarters. Separate 
living quarters are those in which the 
occupants do not live and eat with any 
other persons in the structur.e and which 
have eitherJ1) direct access from the out
side of the building or through a common 
hall which is used by the occupants of 
another unit or by the general public 
or (2) complete kitchen facilities for 
the exclusive use of the occupants. 
The occupants may be a single family, 
one person living alone, two· or more 
families living together, or any other 
group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except 
as ·described in the section on group 
quarters) .. For vacant units, the criteria 
of ·separateness; direct access, and com
plete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants 
whenever possible. If the information 
cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both 
occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housing inventory, except 
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, 
boats, railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional in
mates or for other groups containing five 
or more persons not related to the person 
in charge. Group quarters are located 
most frequently in institutions, boarding 
houses, military barracks, college dormi
tories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and 
ships. A house or. apartment is considered 
group quarters if it is shared by the per
son in charge and five or more persons 
unrelated to him, or if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated per
sons. Information on the housing ·charac
teristics . of group quarters was not 
collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile homes or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not- con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites "of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are 
classified as housing units only when 
occupied by· permanent residents, i.e., 
persons who qonsider the hotel as their 
usual place of residence or have no usual 
place of residence elsewhere. Vacant 
rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only in those hotels, 
motels, and similar places in which 75 
percent or more of the accommodations 
are occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or boarding house live and eat separately 
from everyone else in the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. The remaining quarters are com
bined. If the combined quarters contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to "the 
head or person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri
teria; other living quarters are considered 
g~oup quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quar
ters. 

Occupancy Characteristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 
group of persons is living in it at the time 
of enumeration or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was occu
pied entirely by persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 

classified as vacant. By definition, the 
count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race, as used by the 
Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
The classification of race in the 1973 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the 
enumerator based on his own observa
tion. In the 1970 census, race was essen
tially a self-classification by people 
according to the race with which they 
identified themselves. Detailed character
istics of units with Negro head of house
hold are presented in separate tables. 

Spanish origin.-The classification by 
Spanish origin here refers to the origin of 
the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 
units with ·head of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish ori
gin was determined on the basis of a ques
tion that asked for self-identification of a 
person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish origin 
were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican-American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central or South American," or other 
Spanish. 

In the 1970 census and current sur
veys' reports, Spanish persons are identi
fied according to various criteria: Birth
place, birthplace of parents, language, sur
name, and origin or descent. For this 
"reason, care should be taken in making 
comparisons of Spanish origin estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey and 
other surveys. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner 
occupied" if the owner or co-owner lives 
in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not 
fully paid for. A cooperative or condo
minium unit is "owner occupied" only if 
the owner or co-owner lives in it. All 
other occupied units are classified as 
"renter occupied," including units rented 
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for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Owner or manager on property.-These 
statistics are presented in terms of the 
number of housing units in structures of 
two or more units with the owner or the 
resident manager or superintendent living 
on the property. The category "with 
owner on property" refers to the owner 
and not his agent, resident manager, or 
superintendent. "With resident manager 
or superintendent on property" refers to 
a resident manager, superintendent, 
janitor, or other representative of the 
owner. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous-. 
ing unit are counted. These persons in
clude not only occupants related to the 
head of the household but also any lodg
ers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees 
who share the living quarters of the 
household head. The data on "persons" 
show the number of housing units occu
pied by the specified number of persons. 

A person is enumerated at his usual 
place of residence. This refers to the place 
where the person lives and sleeps most of 
the time. This place is not necessarily the 
same as his legal residence, voting resi
dence, or domicile. 

Rooms.-T~e statistics on "rooms" are in 
terms of the number of housing units 
with specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin
ished attic or basement rooms, recreation 
rooms, permanently enclosed. porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a kitchen or living room, 
is a separate room only if there is a parti
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or cabi
nets. 
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Not included in the count of rooms 
are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or basements, 
other unfinished space used for storage, 
open porches, trailers used only as bed
rooms, and offices used only by persons 
not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of 
more than one unit, the room is included 
with the un.it from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room.-"Persons per room" is 
computed for each occupied unit by di
viding the number of persons in the unit 
by the number of rooms in the unit. The 
figures shown refer, therefore, to the 
number of housing units having the speci
fied ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used main
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used also 
for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bed
rooms. A housing unit consisting of only 
one room, such as one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified, by definition, as 
having no bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has all 
three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
located in the structure. They need not 
be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipmen't are not con
sidered as having a range or cookstove. 
An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclu
sive use of the occupants when they are 

used only by the occupants of one hous
ing unit, including lodgers or other unre
lated persons living in the unit. When a 
structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
presented in terms of the number of 
housing units located in structures built 
with a basement. A structure has a base
ment if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part 
of the building. 

Year structure built.-Year structure built 
refers to when the building was first con
structed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures relate 
to the number of units in structures built 
during the specified periods and in exist· 
ence at the time of enumeration. For 
mobile homes and trailers, the model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in structure.-ln the determination 
of the number of units in a structure, all 
housing units, both occupied and vacant, 
were counted. The statistics are presented 
in terms of the number of housing units 
in structures of specified type and size, 
not in terms of the number of residential 
structures. 

A structure is a separate building that 
either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by di
viding walls that extend from ground to 
roof. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category. When one or more 
rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer it is classified as a one-family 
house. If, however, only a porch or shed 
has been added, it is still counted as a 
mobile home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on eleva
tor in structure are presented in terms of 
the number of housing units in structures 
with four floors or more which have a 
passenger elevator. Units are in a "walk
up" structure of four floors or more if 
the structure has no passenger elevator or 
if the only elevator service is for freight. 
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Garage or carport on property .-Counts 
of units with a garage or carport on the 
property. are shown only for owner
occupied, one-family homes on less than 
10 acres without a commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The garage or carport must be 

currently available for use by the occu
pants of the unit; i.e., the members of the 
household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for 
items such as lawn equipment or furni
ture. It may be attached to the house or 
it may be completely unattached, but it 
must be on the property. Excluded are 
garages or carports that have been con
verted to other uses such as living quar
ters, an extra room for business purposes, 
rented to someone else, or for some 
reason cannot be used for parking. 

Plumbing Characteristics, Equipment, 
and Fuels 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc
ture for the exclusive use of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all three speci
fied plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, as well as flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower inside the structure), 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are 
also for the use of the occupants of other 
housing units. 

Complete bathrooms.-A housing unit is 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a wash basin, as 
well as piped hot water in the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants of 
the unit. A half bathroom has either a 
flush toilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, but does not. have all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "none or also used by 
another household" consists of units with 
no bathroom facilities, units with only a 

half bathroom, units with bathroom facil
ities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units, and 
units with all bathroom facilities but not 
in one room. 

Source of water.-" A public system or 
private company" refers to a common 
source supplying running water to six or 
more housing units. The water may be 
supplied by a city, county, water district, 
or private water company, or it may be 
obtained from a well which supplies six 
or more housing units. If a well provides 
water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
classified as an "individual well." Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, 
etc., are included in the "other" category~ 

Flush toilet, water supply, sewage dis
posal, and heating equipment.-Data on 
breakdowns or failures of flush toilet, 
water supply, and sewage disposal are 
shown if the housing un_it was occupied 
by the head of the household at least 3 
months prior to enumeration and if the 
breakdown or failure lasted 6 consecutive 
hours or longer during the 3 months prior 
to enumeration. For breakdowns or fail
ures of· heating equipment, data are 
shown for units occupied by the house
hold head during the winter prior to 
enumeration if the equipment was 
unusable for 6 consecutive hours or 
longer during, that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the house
hold head must have moved into the unit 
prior to the previous February. Further 
discussion of each item is given below: 

Flush toilet.-The statistics on break-· 
downs or failures of flush toilet are 
limited to units that had all plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet, 
that is, one complete bathroom or one 
complete bathroom plus a half bath 
without flush toilet. The flush toilet 
may be completely unusable because of 
broken pipes, stopped up. soil pipe, 
lack of water supplied to the flush 
toilet, or some other reason. 

Water supply.-Breakdowns or failures 
in the water supply were asked when 
the source of water was a public 
system, :>rivate company, or individual 

well. A public system or private 
company refers to water supplied by a 
city, county, water di~trict, or private 
water company, or water supplied by a 
well to six or more housing units. A 
well that provides water for five or 
fewer housing units is classified as an 
individual well. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply mean that the unit was com
pletely without running water from its 
regular source. A unit was considered 
to be completely without runninQ 
water if ( 1) the water system servicing 
the unit supplied no water at all, or (2) 
no water was available in the unit due 
to a breakdown or failure in the water 
supply inside the structure, or (3) the 
equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets 
in the kitchen and the bathroom sinks, 
faucet and shower in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. 
If the faucet in the kitchen was 
broken, but the one in the bathtub 
was working, the unit was not classi
fied as being completely without 
water. 

Sewage disposal.-A "public sewer" is 
connected to a city, county, sanitary 
district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
sewer system. It may be operated by a 
governmental body or private organi
zation. A "septic tank or cesspool" is 
an underground tank or pit used for 
disposal of sewage. Small sewage treat
ment plants which in some localities 
are called neighborhood septic tanks 
are classified as public sewers. Units 
for which sewage is disposed of in 
some other way are included in the 
"other" category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures 
in the means of sewage disposal are 
limited to units in which the means of 
sewage disposal was a public sewer, 
septic tank, or cesspool. The break
down or failure may have been the 
result of an overloaded sewage disposal 
system, lack of running water, a 
broken or cracked tank, etc. 

Heating equipment.-"Warm-air fur
nace" refers to a central system 
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which provides warm air through ducts 
leading to various rooms; central heat 
pumps are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a 
central heating system in which heat 
from steam or hot water is delivered 
through radiators or other outlets. 
"Built-in electric units" are· perma
nently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings, or baseboards. A "floor, wall, or 
pipeless furnace" delivers warm air to 

. the room right above the furnace or to 
the room(s) on one or both sides of 
the wall in which the furnace is in
stalled. "Other means" inc]udes room 
heaters with or without flue, fire
places, stoves, and portable heaters of 
all types. 

Heating equipment is considered 
unusable if it cannot be used for the 
purposes intended; the breakdown or 
failure may be caused by broken pipes, 
electrical or gas parts out ·of order, or 
downed power lines. 

Air conditioning.-Air conditioning is 
defined as the cooling of air by a refrig
eration unit; excluded are evaporative 
coolers, fans, or blowers which are not 
connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 
is installed in a window or an outside wall 
and is gener~lly intended to cool one 
room, although it may sometimes be used 
to cool more than one room. A central 
system is a central installation which air 
conditions the entire housing unit. In an 
apartment building, a central system may 
cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central sys
tem, or there may be several systems, 
each providing central air conditioning for 
a group of apartments. A central installa
tion with individual room controls is a 
central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.
Statistics on automobiles available 
represent the number of passenger auto
mobiles, including station wagons, which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are ordi
narily kept at home. The figures include 
leased automobiles and company-owned 
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automobiles kept at home. Police cars, 
taxicabs, pickups, or larger trucks were 
not to be counted. 

The data on trucks available represent 
the number of pickups and small panel 
trucks of one-ton capacity or less which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are ordi
narily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were included only if 
also used for personal activities of house
hold members. 

The statistics do not reflect the num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used for house heating and cook
ing.-"Util ity gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a central 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Fuel oil, kerosene, etc." 
includes fuel oil, kerosene, gasoline, alco
hol, and other combustible liquids. "Other 
fuel" includes any other fuel such as 
briquettes made of pitch and sawdust, 
coal dust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Owned second home.-A second home 
may be a single-family house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski lodge, etc., 
which is owned and held for use some-. . 

time ~uring the year by the owner or 
members of his household. Second homes 
may also be owned in partnership with 
members of a different household. The 
figures include second homes which are 
sometimes rented or·· leased on a short
term basis to other persons but are princi
pally held for the owner's occasional use 
during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households that own (one or more) sec
ond homes. The data, therefore, do not 
reflect the number of owned second 
homes. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value.-Value is the respondent's esti
mate of how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 

The statistics on value are shown only for 
one-family homes on less than 10 acres; 
without a commercial establishment or 
medical or dental office on the property. 
Owner-occupied cooperatives, condomini
ums, mobile homes, and trailers are ex
cluded from the value·tabulations. 

Value-income ratio.-The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing the value of 
the housing unit by the total money in
come of the family or primary individual. 
The ratio is presented for the same own
er-occupied units for which value was tab
u I ated; thus, the statistics on value
income ratio reflect the exclusion of cer
tain owner-occupied units. The ratio was 
computed separately for each unit and 
was rounded to the nearest tenth. In 
reporting value, respondents were asked 
to select an appropriate class interval. The 
midpoints of the value intervals were used 
in the computation of the value-income 
ratio, except that a mean of $2,000 was 
assigned for values less than $2,500 and a 
mean of $70,000 was assigned for values 
of $60,000 or more. For income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied 
by families or primary individuals who 
reported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

Gross rent.-The computed rent termed 
"gross rent" is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cost of utili
ties (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), if these items 
are paid for by the renter (or paid for him 
by someone else, such as a relative, wel
fare agency, or f~iend) in addition to rent. 
Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to, or contracted for, regardless of any 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices with respect to the 
inclusion of utilities and fuel as part of 
the rental payment. The estimated costs 
of water and fuels are reported on a year
ly basis but they are converted to month
ly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
family houses on 10 acres or more. Rent
~r units occupied without payment of 
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cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent as percentage of income.-The 
yearly gross rent (monthly gross rent 
multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. The percentage is 
presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent was tabulated; 
thus, the statistics on gross rent as per
centage .of income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied units. The per
centage was computed separately for each 
unit and was rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and income 
the dollar amounts were used in the com
putation. Units for which no cash rent is 
paid· and units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no 
income or a net loss comprise the cate
gory "not computed." 

Mortgage on property.-Statistics are pre
sented on the number of owner-occupied 
housing units with a mortgage or similar 
debt and whether the mortgage or similar 
debt is insured. The data are restricted to 
one-family homes on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or 
medical or denta.1 office on the property. 
"Mortgage or similar debt" refers to all 
forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for repayment of the 
debt by the head of household or other 
househoid members. Included are such 
debt instruments as mortgages, deeds of 
trust, mortgage bonds, vendors' liens, and 
contracts to purchase. Units with no 
mortgage or similar debt outstanding on 
the property comprise the category 
"owned free and clear." 

A mortgage or similar debt is con
sidered insured if it is currently insured 
by the Federal Government, i.e., insured 
by the. Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), guaranteed by the Veterans 
Administration (VA), or insured by the 
Farmers' Home. Administration. Excluded 
are mortgages or similar debts insured or 
guaranteed by private mortgage insurance 
companies, State or local government 
agencies, or other similar organizations. 

Real estate taxes last year.-The mean 
real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are 
presented in this report. The data are 
restricted to owner-occupied, one-family 
homes on less than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. "Real 
estate taxes last year" refers to the total 
amount of all real estate taxes payable on 
the entire property during the last billing 
year. It includes State and local real 
estate taxes. Not included are payments 
on delinquent taxes due .from prior years 
or payments for special assessments, 
facilities, or services such as a sewer tax, 
road improvement tax, or tax collection 
charge which are sometimes included 
with the real estate tax bill. Housing units 
for which no taxes are paid are excluded 
from the computation of the mean. 

Public or subsidized housing.-A housing 
unit is classified as being in a "public 
housing project" if the structure in which 
the unit is located is owned by a local 
housing authority or other public agency, 
such as a housing and· redevelopment 
authority or a housing development 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State government but 
the local agency owns the property. All 
other housing units are classified as 
"private housing." 

The category "private units with 
government rent subsidies" refers to units 
classified as private housing and in which 
the respondent pays a lower rent because 
a Federal, State, or local government 
program pays part of the cost of con
struction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include ( 1) the 
interest subsidy programs of the Depart
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and co.operative housing 
for moderate-income families, (2) the 
rent supplement program where part of 
the rent for low-income families occu
pying certain types of rental housing 
projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the 
direct loan program of HUD for housing 
the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized 
.housing exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addi
tion, the data are not based on govern
ment or local records; the figures are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a 
respondent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (parking facilities, 
garbage collection, and furni
ture).-Counts are shown separately for 
units in which parking facilities, garbage 
and trash collection, and furniture are 
included in the rent. The data are re
stricted to renter-occupied units· for 
which cash rent is paid and· exclude 
one-family homes on 10 acres or more. 

Parking facilities.-The statistics refer 
to off-street parking facilities which 
are available in connection with the 
building. The facilities are provided 
by the landlord or management and 
must be available without additional 
cost to the renter. The parking facility 
may be a garage, carport, driveway., or 
open lot where the occupant may 
park his· car off the street. 

Garbage and trash collection.-ln
cluded are units which have garbage 
and trash collection service available 
in connection with the building. The 
service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional 
cost to the renter. If the garbage 
(food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, 
etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. In tables 
3, 6, and 9, separate counts are also 
shown for renter-occupied units re
porting additional amounts paid for 
garbage and trash collection service. 

Furniture.-The statistics refer to fur
nished apartments or houses in which 
the management supplied major pieces 
of furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest 
of drawers, and table and chairs for 
the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
cooking range or stove, lamps, and 
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rugs are not considered furniture. 
Units in which the occupants rent 
furniture from some source other 
than the management are not classi
fied as furnished units. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who occupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households is 
the same as the count of occupied hous
ing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head," 
that is,. the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition.-Statistics by 
age of head are presented separately for 
two-or-more-person households and for 
one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further 
subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela
tives. -Each household in this group 

consists of the head and his wife, and 
other persons, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. 

Other male head.-This category in
cludes households with male head, 
wife present, with nonrelatives living 
with them; male heads who a.re mar
ried, but with wife absent because of 
separation or other reason where hus
band and wife maintain separate resi
dences; and male heads who are wid
owed, divorced, or single. 

Female head.-This group comprises 
households with female heads regard
less of their marital status. Included 
are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are liv
ing away from their families, as for 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on military installations. 
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Households consisting of only one per
son are shown separately .as "one-person 
households" and are not included in the 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head." 

Family or primary individual.-Housing 
units are occupied by either "families" or 
"primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all 
(one or more) other persons living in the 
same household who are related to the 
head by blood, marriage, or adoption. If 
the head lives alone or with nonrelatives 
only, then the head is considered a "pri
mary individual." 

Married couples related to the head of 
a family are included in the family and 
are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other person unrelated 
to the head is considered a member of the 
household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household compo
sition, families are always included in one 
of the three major groups of two-or-

" more-person households. Primary indi
viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tc;ibulated as "other male head" or 
"female head." Primary individuals living 
alone are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily.-A subfamily is a married 
couple with or without children, or one 
parent with one or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or his wife. The most common 
example of a subfamily is a young mar
ried couple sharing the home of the hus
band's or wife's parents. 

Age of head.-The age classification refers 
to the ag_e reported for the head of the 
household as of his last birthday. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if 
he or she is a single (never married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 

household head. Own children of sub
families are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this cate
gory. 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to enu
meration and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or welfare payments, and all 
other money income. The figures repre: 
sent the amount of income received be
fore deductions for personal income 
taxes, Social Security, union dues, bond 
purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to 
the money income of the family or pri
mary individual occupying the housing 
unit, that is, the sum of the income of the 
head of the family and all other members 
of the family 14 years old and· over or the 
income of the primary individual. In
comes of persons living in the unit but 
not related to the head of the household 
are not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the 
total money earnings received for work 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the 12 month period prior to enu
meration. It includes wages, salary, piece 
rate payments, commissions, tips, cash 
bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net' 
money income (gross receipts minus 
operating expenses) received from a 
business, professional practice, partner
ship, or farm in which the person was 
engaged on his own account. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per-
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sons, dependents of deceased insured 
workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also indud
ed. Separate payments received for hos
pital or other medical care are not includ
ed. 

Income from all other sources includes 
money income received from sources 
such as periodic ·payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs such as old age assistance, aid to 
families with dependent children, and aid 
to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re
ceived for transportation and/or subsist
ence by persons participating in special 

governmental training programs such as 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training 
Act; workmen's compensation cash bene
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans 
Administration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
decease.d veterans; public or private pen
sions; periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony or child 
support from persons who are not mem
bers·of the household; net gambling gains; 
and nonservice scholarships and fellow
ships. 

Receipts from the following sources 
were not included as income: Value of 
income "in kind" such as free living quar
ters, housing subsidies, food stamps, or 
food produced and consumed in the 
home; money received from the sale of 
property (unless the recipient was en
gaged in the business of selling such prop
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 

of money between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lump-sum 
insurance payments, inheritances, and 
other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the charac
teristics of the household refer to 
different periods in time; i.e., the income 
data refer to the 1 2 months prior to 
enumeration whereas the household char
acteristics refer to the date· of 
enumeration. Thus, the income of the 
family does not include amounts received 
by persons who were members of the 
family during all or part of the income 
period if these persons no longer resided 

with the family at the time of enumer
ation. On the other hand, family income 
includes amounts reported by related 
persons who did not reside with the 
family during the income period but who 
were members of the family at the time 
of enumeration. For most families, how
ever, the income reported was received by 
persons who were members of the family 
throughout the income period. 
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The primary divisions of most of the 
States are termed counties; in Louisiana 
the corresponding units are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in th is State, 
areas designated census divisions have 
been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Mary
land, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con
tain one or more cities that are. independ
ent of any county; for statistical pur
poses these independent cities are treated 
as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The definitions .of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were 
defined in January 1968 and an addi
tional 13 were defined in February 1971 
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on the basis of the results of the 1970 
census. Changes in SMSA definition cri
teria, boundaries, and titles made after 
February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in tl}e New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central city or cities. For a detailed 
description of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
. report, the 1973 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by direct interview. The 
survey enumerators were instructed to 
read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and expla
nations given below for each subject are 
to a considerable extent drawn from 
·various technical and procedural materials 
used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the enumerative per
sonnel to understand more fully the 
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intent of each question and thus to re
solve problem or unusual cases. Addi
tional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist 
the user in the proper utilization of the 
statistics. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of 
Housing data.-The concepts and defini
tions used in the 1970 census are general
ly comparable for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1973 sur
vey. The major difference, however, is the 
time period classifying "recent movers." 
In the Annual Housing Survey, recent 
movers are households that moved into 
their unit during the 12 months prior to . 
enumeration, a time period of 1 year cir 
less. In the 1970 Census of Housing 
reports, different time periods were used. 
In Volume II, Metropolitan Housing 
Characteristics, the shortest time period 
for "year moved into unit," is "1969 tci 
March 1970" (1% years); in Volume IV, 
Components of Inventory Change, the 
period is 1969 to December 1970 (ap
proximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, 
No. 5, Mover Households, the time period 
is April 1965 to March 1970 (approxi
mately 5 years). Volume IV is the only 
1970 census report which shows cross
tabulations of data on characteristics of 
present units by characteristics of pre
vious units for recent movers. Other 
definitional differences, if any, are dis
cussed under the particular subject later 
in this section. 

Additional differences between the 
1973 Annual Housing Survey data and 
the 1970 census data may be attributed 
to several factors. These include the 
extensive use of self-enumeration in the 
census in contrast to direct interview in 
the Annual Housing Survey; differences 
in processing procedures; the estimation 
procedures and sample designs; the sam
pling variability of the estimates from the 
Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller 
extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampl ing errors, associated with the 
Annual Housing Survey estimates; and 
the nonsampling errors associated with 
the census estimates. 
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Comparability with Current Population 
Survey.-The Current Population Survey 
(CPS) is a monthly sample survey of ap-. · 
proximately 58,000 designated sample 
units. From the data collected in the 
Current Population Survey, the Census 
Bureau issues several publications under 
the general title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house
hold and family characteristics, mobility 
of the population, and income. 

The concepts and definitions used in 
this report are essentially the same as 
those used in the Current Population 
Reports. However, there is a major dif
ference in the concept of "mover." In 
this report, household heads that moved 
into their units during the 12 months prior 
to enumeration are classified as "recent 
movers." In the Current Population Re-

. ports, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different than in March 1970 
are classified as "movers." 

There are also likely to be significant 
differences between the income data 
shown in this report and the income data 
shown in the Current Population Reports. 
The time period covering income is dif
ferent in that in this report income covers 
the 12 months prior to the date of en u
meration while the income data in the 
Current Population Reports refer to the 
calendar year prior to the date of enumer
ation. There are also significant differ
ences in the way income questions are 
asked. Additional differences between the 
1973 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Current Population Survey may be attri
buted to factors such as the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors of the 
figures from the two surveys, survey pro-

1 cedures and techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living quarters may also be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use · 

(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives). as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a 
single room occupied or intended for 
occupancy as separate living quarters. 
Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the structure 
and which have either (1) direct access 
from the outside of the building or 
through a common hall which is used by 
the occupants of another unit or by the 
general public or (2) complete kitchen 
facilities for the exclusive use of the occu
pants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one perso"1 living alone, two or 
more families living together, or any 
other group of related or unrelated per- . 
sons who share living arrangements 
(except as described in the section on 
group quarters). For vacant units, the 
criteria of separateness~ direct access, and 
complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use are applied to the intended occupants 
whenever possible. If the information 
cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both 
occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housing inventory, except 
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, 
boats, railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional in
mates or for other groups containing five 
or more persons not related to the person 
in charge. Group quarters are located 
most frequently in institutions, boarding 
houses, military barracks, college dormi
tories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and 
ships. A house or apartment is considered 
group quarters if it is shared by the per
son in charge and five or more persons 
unrelated to him, or if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated per
sons. Information on the housing charac
teristics of group qu.arters was not 
collected. 
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Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile homes or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites ·of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are 
classified as housing units only when 
occupied by permanent residents; i.e., 
persons who consider the hotel as their 
usual place of residence or have no usual 
place of residence elsewhere. Vacant 
rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only in those hotels, 
motels, and similar places in which 75 
percent or more of the accommodations 
are occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
house live and eat separately from every
one else in the building and have either 
direct access or complete kitchen facili
ties for exclusive use, their quarters are 
classified 

1
as separate housing units. The ( 

remaining quarters are combined. If the 
combined quarters contain four or 
fewer roomers unrelated to the head, 
they are classified as one housing unit; if 
the combined quarters contain five or 
more roomers unrelated to the h

0

ead or 
person in charge, they are classified as 
group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living 'quarters of 
the supervisory staff and other employees 
are separate .housing units if they satisfy 
the housing unit criteria; other living 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quar
ters. 

Occupancy Characteristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 
group of persons is living in it at the time 
of enumeration or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was occu
pied entirely by persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 

classified as vacant. By· definition, the 
count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household. occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race. as used by the Cen
sus Bureau does not denote . clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological. stock. 
The classification of race in the 1973 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the 
enumerator based on his own observa
tion. In the 1970 census, race was essen
tially a self-classification by people ac
cording to the race with which they 
identified themselves. Detailed character
istics of units with Negro. head of house
hold are presented in separate tables. 

Spani ~h origin.-The classification by 
Spanish origin here refers to the origin ·of 
the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 
units with head of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish ori
gin was determined on the basis of a ques
tion that asked for self-identification of a 
person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish· origin 
were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican-Americ.an, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central or South American, or other 
Spanish. 

In the 1970 census and current sur
veys' reports, Spanish persons are identi
fied according to various criteria: Birth
place, birthplace of parents, language, sur
name, and origin or descent. For this 
reason, care should be taken in making 
comparisons of Spanish origin estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey and 
other surveys. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner 
occupied" if the own~r or co-owner live's 
in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not 
fully paid for. A cooperative or condo
minium unit is "owner occupied" only if 
the owner or co-owner lives in it. All 
other occupied units are classified as 
"renter occupied," including units rented 

for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment·of cash rent. 

Year moved into unit.-Data on year 
moved into unit are based on the infor
mation reported for the head of the 
household. The question refers to the 
year of latest move. Thus, if the head 
moved back into a unit he had previously 

. occupied, ~he year of his latest move was 
to be reported; if he moved from one 
apartment to another in the same build
ing, the year he moved into his present 
unit was to be reported. The intent is to 
establish the year the present occupancy 
by the head began. The year the head 
moves is not necessarily the same year 
other members of the household move, 
although in the great majority of cases 
the entire household moves at the same 
time. 

Units Occupied by Recent Movers 

Recent movers.-Households that moved 
into their present units within 12 months 
prior to the date of enumeration. are 
termed "recent movers." The household 
is classified by year moved into unit on 
the basis of information reported for the 
head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent 
movers.-The "present" unit is the unit 
occupied by the recent mover at the time 
of enumeration. The previous unit is the 
unit from which he moved. If the .house
hold moved more than once during the 
12 months prior to the date of enumer
ation, the previous unit is the one from 
which the household last moved. 

Same or different head.-Characteristics 
of the present and previous units occu
pied by recent movers are largely restrict
ed to households that were essentially the 
same in the two units. The definitions of 
the characteristics for the previous unit 
are generally the same as those for the 
present unit. 

A household for which the head in the 
prese,nt unit is the same person as the 
head in the previous unit (identified in 
the tables as "same head") is considered 

App-3 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

essentially the same even though there 
may have been .some changes in the com
position of the household. Conversely, a 
household in which there was no change 
except for a new household head was 
considered a household with "different 
head." 

Main reason for move into present unit.
The statistics presented are restricted to 
units occupied by recent movers in which 
the present head of household was also 
the head at the previous unit he occupied. 
The classification categories refer to the 
principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into his present unit. The 
category "job related reasons" refers to 
reasons such as. job transfer, new job, 
retirement, and commuting reasons. The 
category "family status" refers to reasons 
such as newly married; family increased 
in size, and moved to be closer to rela
tives. The category "housing needs" re
fers to reasons such as wanted to own his 
own residence, wanted a less expensive 
house, and didn't like his old neighbor
hood. The category "other reasons" 
includes reasons for moving which do not 
fall into any of the above classifications. 

Utilization and Structural Characteristics 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous
ing unit are counted. These persons in
clude not onl'r'. occupants related to the 

. head of the household but also any lodg
ers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees 
who share the living quarters of the 
household head. The data on "persons" 
show the number of housing units occu
pied by the specified number of persons. 

A person is enumerated at his usual 
place of residence. This refers to the place 
where the person lives and sleeps most of 
the time. This place is not necessarily the 
same as his legal residence, voting resi
dence, or domicile. 

Rooms.-The statistics on "rooms" are in 
terms of the number of housing units 
vyith specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes such as living rooms, 
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dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin
ished attic or basement rooms, recreation 
r 0 oms, permanently enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodgers' rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a kitchen or living room; 
is a separate room only if there is a parti
tion· from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or cabi
nets. 

Not included in the count of rooms 
are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or basements, 
other unfinished space used for storage, 
open porches, trailers used only as bed
rooms, and offices used only by persons 
not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of 
more than one unit, the room is included 
with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room.-"Persons per room" is 
computed for each occupied unit by di
viding the number of persons in the unit 
by the number of rooms in the unit. The 
figures shown refer, therefore, to the 
number of housing units having the speci
fied ratio of persons per ro·om. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the cour;it of rooms used main
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used also 
for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bed
rooms. A housing unit consisting of only 
one room, such. as one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified, by definition, as 
having no bedroom. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
presented in terms of the number of 
housing units located in structures built 
with a basement. A structure has a base-

ment if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part 
of the building. 

Year structure built.-Year structure built 
refers to when the building was first con
structed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures relate 
to the number of units in structures built 
during the specified periods and in exist
ence at the time of enumeration. For 
mobile homes and trailers, the model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in structure.-ln the determination 
of the number of units in a structure, all 
housing units, both occupied and vacant, 
were counted. The statistics are presented 
in terms of the number of housing units 
in structures of specified type and size, not 
in terms of the number of residential 
structures. A structure is a separate build
ing that either has open space on all sides 
or is separated from other structures by 
dividing walls that extend from ground to 
roof. 

When one or more rooms have been 
added to a mobile home or trafler it is 
·classified as a one-family house. If, how
ever, only a porch or shed has been 
added, it is still counted as a mobile home 
or trailer. In tables 1, 10, and 19, mobile 
homes and trailers are shown as a separate 
category; in tables 3, 12, and 21, they are 
included in the "1 unit" category. 

Parking facilities.-The statistics on park
ing facilities presented in this report are 
restricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to off-street parking facilities 
which are available in connection with 
th.e building. The facilities are provided 
by the landlord or management and must 
be available without an additional cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be a 
garage.. carport, driveway, or open lot 
where the occupant may park his car off 
the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics and Equipment 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
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which have hot and cold piped water in
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc
ture for the exclusive use of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lack.ing 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all three speci
fied plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, as well as flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower inside the structure). 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are 
also for the use of the occupants of other 
housing units. 

Complete bathrooms.-ln this report, 
counts are shown only for occupied 
housing units which have more than one 
complete bathroom, i.e., one complete 
bathroom plus half bath as well as those 
with two bathrooms or more. A housing 
unit is classified. as having a complete 
bathroom if it has a room_ with a flush 
toilet and bathtub or shower and a wash 
basin, as well as piped hot water in the 
structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the unit. A half bathroom 
has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not 
have all the facilities for a complete bath
room. 

Sewage disposal.-ln this report, counts 
are shown only for occupied housing 
units with a public sewer. · A public 
sewer is connected to a city, county, sani
tary district, neighborhood, or subdivi
sion sewer system. It may be operated by 
a governmental body or private organiza
tion. Small sewage treatment plants 
which in some localities are called neigh
borhood septic tanks are classified as 
public sewers. Not included in the cate
gory "with public sewer" are septic tanks, 
cesspools, chemical toilets, privies, and 
other means of sewage disposal. 

Air conditioning.-Air conditioning is 
defined as the cooling of air by a refrig
eration unit; excluded are evaporative 
coolers, fans, or blowers which are not 
connected .to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 

is installed in a window or an outside wall 
and is generally intended to. cool one 
room, although it may sometimes be used 
to cool more than one room. A central 
system is a central installation which· air 
conditions the entire housing unit. In an 
apartment building, a central system may 
cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central sys
tem, or there may be several systems, 
each providing central air conditioning for 
a group of apartments. A central installa
tion with individual room controls is a 
central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.
Statistics on automobiles available 
represent the number of passenger auto
mobiles, including station wagons, which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are ordi
narily kept at home. The figures include 
leased automobiles and company-owned 
automobiles kept at home. Police cars, 
taxicabs, pickups, or larger trucks were 
not to be. counted. 

The data on trucks available represent 
the number of pickups and small panel 
trucks of one-ton capacity or less which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are ordi
narily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were included only if 
also used for personal activities of house-
hold members. · 

The ·statistics do not reflect the num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own
ing such vehicles. 

Garbage and trash collection service.-The 
statistics on garbage arid trash collection 
service presented in this report are re
stricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is ·paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to whether or not the''cost of 
garbage and trash collection service_ is 
paid by the renter. The service may be 

public or private. If the garbage (food 
waste) is collected by one company and 
the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, 
the data refer to the garbage collection 
service. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value.-Value is the respondent's esti
mate of how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 
The statistics on value are shown only for 
one-family homes on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or 
medical or dental office on the property. 
Owner-occupied cooperatives, condomini
ums, mobile homes, and trailers are ex
cluded from the value tabulations. 

Median value is shown separately for 
housing units with garage or carport on 
property. The garage or carport must be 

currently available for use by the occu
pants of the unit; i.e., the members of the 
household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for 
items such as lawn equipment or furni
ture. It may be attached to the house or 
it may be completely unattached, but it 
must be on the property. Exel uded are 
garages or carports that have been con
verted to other uses such as living quar
ters, an extra room for business purposes, 
rented to someone else, or for some rea
son cannot be used for parking. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent termed 
"gross rent" is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cost of utili
ties (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). if these items 
are paid for by the renter (or paid for him 
by someone else, such as a relative, wel
fare agency, or friend) in addition to rent. 
Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to, or contracted for, regardless of any 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices with respect to the 
inclusion of utilities and fuel as part of 
the rental payment. The estimated costs 
of water and fuels are reported on a year
ly basis but they are converted to month
ly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
family houses on 10 acres or more. Rent
er 'Units occupied without payment of 
cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 
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Mortgage on property .-Statistics are pre-. 
sented on the number of owner-occupied 
housing units with a mortgage or similar 
debt and whether the mortgage or sim
ilar debt is insured. The data are restrict
ed to one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop
erty. "Mortgage or similar debt" refers to 
all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for repayment of the 
debt by the head of household or other 
household members. Included are such 
debt instruments as mortgages, deeds of 
trust, mortgage bonds, vendors' liens, and 
contracts to purchase. Units with no 
mortgage or similar debt outstanding on 
the property comprise the category 
"owned free and clear." 

A mortgage or similar debt is consid
ered insured if it is currently insured by 
the Federal Government, i.e., insured by 
the Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), guaranteed by the Veterans 
Administr~tion (VA). or insured by the 
Farmers' Home Administration. Excluded 
are mortgages or similar debts insured or 
guaranteed by private mortgage insurance 
c0 mpanies, State or local government 
agencies, or other similar organizations. 

Public or subsidized housing.-A housing 
unit is classified as being in a "public 
housing project" if the structure in which 
the unit is located is owned by a local 
housing authority or other public agency, 
such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State government but 
the local agency owns the prop~rty. All 
other housing units are classified as "pri
vate housing." 

Private housing units are further classi
fied by whether the unit is subsidized; 
that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local govern
ment program pays part of the cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or oper
ating expenses. These programs include 
(1) the interest subsidy programs of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel
opment (HUD) for rental and cooperative 
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housing for mode··ate-income families, (2) 
the rent supplement program where part 
of the rent for low-income families 
occupying certain types of rental housing 
projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the 

:direct loan program of HUD for housing 
the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized 
housi.ng exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more and renter units occupied 
wit.hout payment of cash rent. In addi
tion, the data are not based on govern
ment or local records; the figures are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a 
respondent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who occupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households is 
the same as the count of occupied hous
ing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head," 
that is, the persori who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

. Household composition.-Statistics by 
age of head are presented separately for 
two-or-more-person households and for 
one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further 
subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela
tives.-Each household in this group 
consists of the head and his ·wife, and 
other persons, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. 

Other male head.-This category in
cludes households with male head, 
wife present, with nonreratives living 
with them; male heads who are mar
ried, but with wife absent because of 
separation or other reason where hus-

band and wife maintain separate resi
dences; and male heads who are. wid
owed, divorced, or single. 

Female head.-This ·group comprises 
households with female heads regard
less of their marital status. Included 
are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are liv
ing away from their families, for ex
ample, husbands in the Armed Forces 
living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one per
son are shown separately .as "one-person 
households" and are not included in the 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head." 

Family or primary individual.-Housing 
units are occupied by either "families" or 
"primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all 
(one or more) other persons living in the 
same household who are related to the 
head by blood, marriage, or adoption. If 
the head lives alone or with nonrelatives 
only, then the head is considered a "pri
mary individual." 

Married couples related to the head of 
a family are included in the family and 
are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other person unrelated 
to the head is considered a member of the 
household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household compo
sition, families are always included in one 
of the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. Primary indi· 
viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tabulated as "other male head" or 
"female head." Primary individuals living 
alone are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily~-A subfamily is a married 
couple with or without children, or one 
parent with one or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or his wife. The most common 
example of a subfamily is a young mar
ried e<ouple sharing the home of the hus
band's or wife's parents. 
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Age of head.-The age classification refers 
to the age reported for the head of the 
household as of his last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over.-All per
sons, including the head, who are mem
bers of the household and are 65 years 
and over are included in the count of per
sons 65 years old and over.· 

Own children.-Statistics on presence cit 
"own" children of household ~eads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if 
he or she is a single (never married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 

household head. Own children of sub
families are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage,.or 
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this cate· 
gory. 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to enu
meration and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or welfare payments, and ·all 
other money income. The figures repre
sent the amount of income received be
fore deductions for personal income 
taxes, Social Security, union dues, bond . 
purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to 
the money income of the family or pri
mary individual occupying the housing 
unit, that is, the sum of the income of the 
head of the family and all other members 

of the family 14 years old and over or the 
income of the primary individual. In
comes of persons living in the unit but 
not related to the head of the household 
are not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the 
total money earnings received for work 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the 12 month period prior to enu
meration. It includes wages, salary, piece 
rate payments, commissions, tips, cash 
bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net 
money income (gross receipts minus 
operating expenses) received from a 
business, professional practice, partner
ship, or farm in which the person was 
engaged on his own account. 

Social SecuritY or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per
sons, dependents of deceased insured 
workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance 

· premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also includ
ed. Separate payments received for hos
pital or other medical care are not includ-
ed. '·/': 

Income from all otti'er· s~u~ces includes 
money income received from sources 
such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include d~~H · 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs such as old age assistance, aid to 
families with dependent children, and aid 
to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re
ceived for transportation and/or subsist· 
ence by persons participating in special 
governmental training programs such as 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 

Manpower Development and Training 
Act; workmen's compensation cash bene
fits; per,iodic payments by the Veterans 
Administration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
dec~ased veterans; public or private pen
sions; periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony or child 
support from persons who are not mem
bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
and nonservice scholarships and fellow
ships. 

Receipts from the .following sources 
were not included as income: Value of 
income "in kind" such as free living quar
ters, housing subsidies, food stamps, or 
food produced and consumed in the 
home; money received from the sale. of 
property (unless the recipient was en
gaged in the business of selling such prop· 
erty); money borrowecl; tax refund; with· 
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashe~" savings bonds; exchange 
of money between, relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lump-sum 
insurance payments, inheritances, and 
other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the charac
teristics of the household refer to differ
ent periods in time; the income data 
refer to the 12 months prior to enumera
tion whereas· the household character
istics refer to the date of enumeration. 
Thus, the income of the family does not 
include amounts received by persons who 
were members of the family during all or 
part of the income period if these persons 
no longer resided with the family at the 

·time of enumeration. On the other hand, 
famiiv-\~come includes amounts reported 
by related persons who did not reside 
with the family during the income period 
but who were members ·of the family at 
the time of ·enumeration. For most fam
ilies, however, the income reported was 
received by persons who were members 
of the family throughout the income 
period. 
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