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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and r~ral residence.-l.Jrban hous
ing comprises all housing units in urban
ized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabi
ta~ts or more outside urbanized areas. 
Mor.e specifically, urban housing consists 
of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more. incorporated as 
cities, villages, boroughs· (except' Alaska). 
and towns (except. .in the New Eng.land 
States, New York, an.d Wi5eonsin). but 
excluding those housing units in the rural 
portions of extended cities; (b) unincor
porated place~ of ·2 ,500 inhabitants or 
more; and (c) other territory. incor
Porated or unincorporated, included in 
urbanized areas. Housing units not classi
fied as urban constitute rural housing. 
'information on the historical-'develop· 
ment of the urban-rural definition ap· 
Pears in .the 1970 _Population Census 
PC( 1)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the 
urban and rural residence claSsification of 
the housing units is the same -as in the 
1970 census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence.-ln rural areas, 
occupied housing units are 51:1bdivided 
into rural-farm housing, which comprises 
all rural units on farms, and rural·non
farm housing, which comprises the re
maining rural units. Ocrupied. housing 
units are classified as farm units if .they 
are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm products 

. am_ounted to $50 or more du.ring the_ 
12-month period prior.to the,int~rvieVi.'. o," 
on places of less than 10 a.cres from 
whict:l sales of farm products amounted 
to $250 or more during the 12-month 
period prior to the interview. Occupied 
units in rural territory which do not m~et 
the definition for farm housing are classi~ 
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tied as nonfarm. All vacant units in rural 
areas also are · classified as · nonfarm. 

counties 

The primaiy divisions of most of the 
State·s are tefme"d counties; in Louisiana; 
the cOrr~sponding areas are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this 
State, ~reas designa~ed as census divisions 
have been defined for general statistical 
pu'rpo~s by the state iii Cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated iis 
county equival~nts. Four States (Mary
la'nd, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con
tciin one or more c{iies that are inde
Pendent of any cOunty·; for statistical pur-

l . . 
Poses, t~ese ind.ependent cities are treated 
as county· equiva.lents. 

Standard Metr?poiitan Statistical Art!as 

The definitions of Standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Haus· 
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA'.s 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defi~ed and named in 
the Bureau Of the Budget publication, 
Standard. Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 

· 1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were de
fined in January 1968 and an additional 
13 were defined in February 1971 on the 
basis. of the results of the 1970 census. 
Changes in · SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after Febru
ary 1971 are not reflected in this series of 
reports.·SMSA's are defined by the Office 
of Management and Budget (formerly 
Bureau.of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a· 
standard metropolitan Statistical area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of ai least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or ·cities, contig
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they 'are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
Stjltes, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must in
clud~ at least o~e central city, and the 

. complete titl~ of an SMSA identifies the 

central city or. cities. For a detailed ·de
scription of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the leQal city boundaries. For a few ceri
tral cities, the figures include· scime hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS·AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1977 Annual Housing Survey 
wa~ conducted by personal interview. The 
survey ·intervieWers we.re .instrUcied to 
read the questions directly from the ques
tionnaire: The definitions and explana
tions given for each subject are, to a Con
siderable extent, drawn' from varioUs 
technical and procedural materials used in 
th'e Collection of the data. This material 
helped the field interviewers. to under~ 
stand more fully the intent of ea.ch ques
tion_· and thus to resolve pioblem or un
usual cases. Additional explanatory infor~ 
mation h~s bee'n added to thi~ portion of 
the text to assist the user in understand
ing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through· 1976 
Annual Housing Surveys.-Most of the 
concepts and definitions· used in the 
1973 through 1977 reports are essentially 
t~e same. However, there are sign.ificant 
differences in the· m·easurement of hous
ing losses between the· 1973 report and 
the 1974 through 1977 reports. In the 
1974 through'· 1977 reports, the data 
refer to losses of individual housing units, 
but, in 1973, a housing unit was counted 
as a. loss only when the whole structure 
in which the unit was located was lost 
from the inventory.· In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1977 reports is the' 1970'cenSu's 
unpublished· tabulations; however, ,the 
1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabula' 
tions .. 

Additional differences, if any, are dis
cussed under the particular subject 'later 
in the section. Because of the relatively 
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small sample size, particular care should 
be·taken in .. making Y~ar to year compari, 
sons, especially where t~ere, are small 
qitferences between the figures (see 
appendix B). 

,. 

C:'?mparabilitY with 1970 Census of Hous
ing. data.-:-The concepts· and definitions 
are 'esseiitially' the ,same for items that 
appear in both .the -1970 census and the 

· 1977 survey. · 
There is a major difference, however, 

in the ~ime period Of the "recent mover" 
classification (see parts D a_nd E of this 

Series). In the ~nn1:1~1 Housi~g. SUrvey, 

''.recent movers" .are households that 
moved into their.· unit during the 12 
months prior_ to the intervie~, a time 
period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Cen
sus ·of Housing reports, different time 
periods were used. In·, Volume 11, Metro· 
politan H~using Characteristics; the. short
est time period for "year moved into 
unit;'• i.s "1969 to, March 1970" ( 1 1/4 
year.s); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 19.69 to 
December 1970. (approxim.ately .. 2 years); 
~nd in Volume \/11, No. 5, Mover House, 
holds, the .time period is April '1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years) .. 

Other definitional differences, if any, 
are discussed under the particular subject. 
Additional differenC:es between the 1977 
Annual HOusing Survey 'data and the 
1970 census 'data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the exten
si~e use of self-enumeration in .the C~nsus 
in contrast to .persor:ial ir:iterview, iri the 
Annual Housing Survey;: differences 'in 
processing ·procedures; · the ·1 estimation 
procedures and sanlple ·9esigns; the sam
pling variability of the estimates from the 
Annual Housing SUrvey;:'to a smaller ex
tent, the sampling variabMity associated 
with the sample data fi-om the censuS; the 
nonsampling errors aSsociated. with the 
Annua( HOusing SurVey estimates; and 
the no.nsampling ·efrOrs associated with 
the.census data. .. 

· StatiStics on counts and characteristics 
of changes in the housing inventory be
tween the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 
selected SMSA's in .the 1970 Cen~s of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of In-

. ventory Change. In volume IV the data 

are based on information for a sample of 
housing,units enumerated in late ,1970 as 
part of the, 1970 census. Data a~e pro
vided for such componen.ts of change be
tween 1960 and 1970 as new construc
tion; conversions, othe~ additiOns,· demo
litions, mergers, other losse_s, and. housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 
1970. 

" In parts A and E of this series, data for 
som~ of .these components are sho~n·; 
i.e., new construction, demoliti~n. (or 
disaster), and o.ther losses (some othe~ 
means). The. 1977 data on new construc
tion were obtained priniarily frOm a 
sample of uni.ts selected from buildin9 
permits. The '1970 ComPonents of lnven· 

· tory Change data were obtained from the 
1970 census tabulations 'of the. "y.ea~. 
structure built": item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or laier were classified ~s 
added-by "new construction." 

·Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," 
"mortgage insurance," "real estate taxes 
last year," "selected monthly housing 
costs," 3nd "acquisition of property" ·are 
presented in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume V, Residential Finance. In vol
ume V, the data are based·on information 
collected for a sample of housing units in 
the Residential Finance Survey which was 
conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 
cens~s. The 1971 report provided data on 
the fina"ncing of home?Wner and rental 
prc;>perties, including charact~ristics of the 
mortgages, properties, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the data in this report-and 
vOlume V include ·the following.· ·The 
basic unit of tabulation in ,this report is 
the housing unit; in volume V, i_t is the 
prOperty. Data on mortgage status and 
mortgage insurance in this- report are 
based on the occupant's answer; in vol
ume V, mortgage status and mortgage in
suranCe Were verifi.ed by the lender. In 
this report, real estate· taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs. reflect the total 
amount of real est~te taxe~ and housin9 
costs, excluding special BssesSf!'lents. In 
volume V the tabulations for real estate 
t~~es· and selected monthly, housing costs 
include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Popu
lation data.-ln the 1970 census, data for 

"years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the high.
est gi-ade.or year of regular school each 
ho~sehold member atte.nded; and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1977 Annual Housing Survey, data 
for ·~years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single qLiestion-:
the highest grade or y~ar of regular 
school completed by the head. Thercf~re, · 
the 1977 Annual Housing .Survey may 
~verstate the education level of ~he head 
of the household; that is, resp"ondents 
may have reported the grade or year the 
head was currently._'e.nrolled _in or had last 

been- enrolled in Whether or not the grade 
or year was completed. 

Comparability with other cUrrent re
ports.-Th is series of ~eports contains i~
f6rmation simil~r to· -that ~a·ntained ·in 

' .... 
some of the other current· Census Bureau 
rep?rts, such as the Current Housing 

• RepOrt, Housing Vacancies, the· Current 
Population ReporfS, and the Curreilt Con
struction Reports, published bV the 
Bu'i-eau of the Census. Because of pro
cedural differences mentioned below, 
care should be taken when comparing 
data from ihe Annual Housing SuNey 
with. data. from other curreri.t ~rveys,. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy 
Silrvey.-Data on vacancy rates and char
acte'ristics of vacant units from the Haus· 
ing Vacancy Survey 'are available for the 
United States by inside and outside stand
ard metropolitan statistical ·areaS. This 
nationwide sUrvey, with a sample size of 
approximately 58,000 units (interviews 
obtained for approximately 55,00d occu
pied and vacant housing units), is con
ducte.d monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in .conjunction with its Currenf 
Population ·survey. Data are published 
quarterly and annuallY in Current Hous
ing Reports, Series H-111, Housing~ 
Vacancies. 

··The concepts and definitions used iri 
the .1977 Annual H~using S~rvey.and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the same: 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as Sampling variability, nor1sampling 
errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. ' 
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Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population Survey.-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 desig
nated sample units. From· the. data·col
lected in the Current Populatiorl Survey, 
the Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house
hold and family characteristics, mobility 
Of the population, and income. · · 

Although the concepts and definitions 
used in. this report are essentially the 
same as those used in ~he Current POPula
tion Reports, and the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
Population Survey is the same, there is a 
major difference in the concept of 
"mover." In parts D and E, household 
heads that. moved into their units during 

the 12 months prior.to the in_te~iew ~re 
classified as "recent movers." In the Cur
rent Population Survey, individuals whose 
current place of residence is different -
from that of March 1970 ai"e classified as 
"movers." 

There are also likely- to be significant 
differences in the data on income and 
. Years of school completed. Th~ time 
period cov~ring income is different in this 
series of reports because income data 
cover the 12 months prior to t~e date of 
the interview while the income data in 
the Current Population Survey refer to 
the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. There are also significant ·dif
ferences in the way income questions,are 
asked. For "years of school completed by 
head," the differences cited in the sec
tion, "Comparability with 1970 Census 
of Population data," also apply to the 
Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 
1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Current Population Survey may be attri
buted to factors such as the sampling vari
~bility and nonsampling errors of the 
figures from the two surveys, survey pro
cedures and techniques, and processing 
procedures. . 

Current Population Reports from the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership.-The 
1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership 
ts a sample survey covering approximately 
20,000 of the designated sample units in 

App-4 

the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on ownership"availabilitv, 
and recent purc~ases of automobiles and 
other vehicles, television sets, and se· 
lected major household appliances. Infor
mation on the price paid is obtained for 
recently purchased items. The data can be 
obtained by writing to the ·Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 
20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, the 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trUcks and pas· 
senger vans, collected in the Survey of 
Purchases and Ownership reflect the num
ber of such vehicles that are owned or 
being .bought by a member of the family. 
The data collected in the Annual Housing 
Survey refleci the number of automobiles 
and trucks owned or regularly used by. 
any member of the h~usehold, including 
nonrelatives. Additional-differences may 
be attributed to such factors as estima
tion procedures, sampling .variability, and 
nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the 
Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. - The 
Census Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title, Current Construc
tion. Reports. The data for these reports 

·are primarily from the SurVey of Con
struction and Survey of Residential Alter
ations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists 
of approximately 16,000 permit-issuing 
places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current 
data on housing starts and completions, 
construction authorized by building per
mits, housing units authorized for demoli· 
tion in permit-issuing places, new one
family homes sold and for sale, character
istics of new housing; and value of new 
Construction put in place. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of 
Construction. The major difference is 
that the Survey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housiiig 
units in various stages of construction 

through completion. The Annual Hous
ing Survey shows counts and character
istics of the existing housing inventory. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing Survey and the Survey 
of. Construction may be attributed to 
factors such as th_e· sampling variability 
and nonsampling errors of the figures 
from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro
cedures. 

The Survey .of Resideritial Alterations 
and Repairs is a sample survey of apprOxi
mately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. The survey collects data on 
expenditures by property owners for up
keep and improvement of residential 
properties including renter-occupied 
housing units, single as well as multiunit 
structures, and units on 10 acres or more. 
The data on alterations and repairs in this 
report are restricted to one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres and no business on 
property. For additional information on 
the Survey of Residential Alterations and 
Repairs, see Current Construction Re· 
ports. Series C50, Residential Alierations 
and Rep~irs . 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home,. apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living qUarters may also be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use 
(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a 
single room occupied or intended for oc
cupancy as separate living quarters. 
Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the structure 
and which have either ( 1) direct access 
from the outside of the building or 
through a common hall which is used or 
intended to be used by the occupants of 
another unit or by the general pµblic or 
(2) compiete kitchen facilities for the 
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exclusive use of the occupants. The occu
pants may be a single family, one person 

. living alone, two or more families liVing 
together, or any other group of related or 
unrelated persons who share living ar
rangements (except as described iii the 
section on group quarters). For vacant 
Units, the criteria Of separateness, direct 
access; and complete. kitchen facilities 
for exclusive use are applied to the in
tended occupants Whenever possible. If 
the information cannot be·obtained, the 
criteria are applied ·to the previous occu
pants. Both occupied and vacant hous
ing units are included in the housing in
ventory. except that mobile homes, trail
ers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and 
the like, are included only if they are 
occupied. 

. Group quarters.-Group quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional 
inmates or for other groups containing 
five or more persons not related to the 
person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, 
boarding houses, military .barracks, col
lege dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, 
and ships. A house or apartment is con
sidered group quarters if _it is shared by 
the person in charge and five or more 
nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in 
charge, by six or more unrelated persons. 
Information on the housing character
istics of group quarters was not.collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile homes vr trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vaca~t. used .only 
for business, Or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in 
hotels, motels. and similar places are clas
sified as _housing units only when ~ccu
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons 
who consider the hotel as their usual 

1 P.lac~ ·.of residence or have no usual-place 
of residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or 
suites of rooms are classified as housing 
units only if located in hotels, motels, 
and similar places in which 75 percent or 
more of the accommodations are occu
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
.or boarding house live and eat separate_ly 

from everyone else in the building and 
have eit~er direct access or complete 
kitchen ,facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. The remaining quarters. are com
bined. If the· combined· quarters contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the 
head or person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory. 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employee.s are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri
teria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units .if they 
.-satisfy the housing u~it criteria. Otlier 
living· quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Year-round housing units.-Data on hous
ing characteristics are limited to year
round housing units; i.e., all occupied 
units plus vacant units which are intended 
for year-round use. Vacant units intended 
for seasonal •occupancy and vacant units 
held .for migratory labor are excluded 
because it is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for them. However, this re
port does present counts of the total 
housing inventory which includes all 
vacant, seasonal, and migratory housing 
units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 
1977 reports shown for "all year-round 
housing units" may not be compara.ble to 
the corresponding data shown in the 
1973 reports, because the 1974 through 
1977 tabulations included an estima
tion procedure which adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
"vacant-seasonal and· migratory" units 
separately to independent current esti
m.ates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix. B-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" ~nits were com
bined with several categories of year
round vacancies (rented or sold, not occu
pied; held for occasional use; and othe~ 
vacant) and adjusted to the combined 

total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1977 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing units and for "all 
year-round housing units" adhere more 
closely to the independently derived cur
rent estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1977 characteristics for 
"all' occupied units," "owner occupied=," 
and "renter occupied" are, however, com
parable with the corresponding 1973 
data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction.-A 
housing unit built in April 1970 or later 
is clissified as~ unit added by "new con
struction." Information was collected on 
vacant units under construction at the 
time of the interview, onlY if construc
tion had proceeded to a point that all 
ex-t'.erior windows and doors were 'in
stalled and final usable floors were in 
place. Housing units built during this 
period but removed from the hou~ing 

inventory before the interview are riOt 
reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1977 period. In the 
Annual Housing Survey,· data on new con
struction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building 
permits; in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume IV, Componerits of lnventO"ry 
Change. new construction data were ob
tained from tabulations of the 1970 cen
sus sample.records of units built 1960 or 
later. 

Units lost from the inventory.-:-Character
istics are presented for the total of all 
units removed from the 1973 housing in
ventory in 1973 or later through·demo
lition or disaster and through other 
means. Separate counts of "demolition 
or disaster" losses and of "other losses" 
are shown in part A of th is series. The 
1974 through 1977 surveys cover all 
losses, including those in structures that 
were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster. 
-A housing unit which existed in Octo
ber 1973 and was torn down on the initia
tive of a public agency or as a result of 
action on the part of the owner is classi
fied as a unit lost through demolition. 
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Units destroyed by fire, flood, or. other 
natural causes are classified as units 
lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, 
a housing unit was counted as a demoli· 
tion or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was located was 
lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing,· Volume IV, Com· 
ponents of Inventory Change, 

0

the data on 
losses refer. to all housing unit losses, in
cluding losses of units in structures which 
still contained one or more hOusing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster 
were counted in i970 as "units lost 
through other means." 

Units lost through o1her means.-~ny 

housing unit '!Vhich existed in October 
1973 is counted as lost through other 
means when it was lost fr~m the houSing 
inventory . through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component 
includes the following types of, losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quar
·ters; for example, a housing unit that 
was occupied by a family in 1973 and 
by a family and five lodgers at the 
time of the 1977 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory 
because they are vacant and either 
.the roof, walls, doors or windows no 
longer protect the interior from the 
elements or the unit is severely dam
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from 'the inven
tory because there is positive evidence 
(sign, .".lotice, mark on the house or. 
block) that the units are scheduled for 
demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned . for reasons of 
health or safety so that further occu
pancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely, . 
nonresidential use. 

5. Units moved from site Since Oc
tober 1973. Such mO)les in the same 
area do not necessarily re~lt in a net 
loss from the total inventory sin~ 

they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual ·Housing Survey, a 
housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in 
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which it was located was lost to the hous
ing inventory through means ovier than 
demolition or disaster. In the. 1974 
through 1977 surveys, the data on losses 
refer. to all housing unit losses including 
losses Of units in structures Which still 
contained one or more housing units. 

Unspecified units.-There are other com
ponents of change in. the h~using inven
tory for which the Annual Housing Sur
vey provides no specific measures. The 
survey procedures do not include a meas-. 
ure of conversions and mergers and ·units 
added from other sources such as non· 
residential structures. The net effect of 
these omissions on the change in the total 
housing inventory is not know"n. 

Units changed by canversion.-Conver· 
sion refers to the creation of tw~ or 

.more housing units ·from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change 
in use. Structural alteration include~ 

such changes as adding a room or in
stalling partitions to form another 
housing unit. Change in use is a si~pie 
rearrangement in the use of spac'e 
wit~out structural al,teration, such as 
lo~king a d~or which closes o!f one or. 
more rooms to form a separate hous· 
ing unit. 

Units changed by merger.-A merger is 
the resUlt of combining two Or more 
housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or cha'1ge in use. 
Structural alteration includes such 
changes as the removal of partitions or 
di°smantling of kitchen facilities. Change 
in use may result from a simple rear· 
rangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking 'a doOr 
which formerly separated two housing 
units. A chai'ige in use alSo occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house which formerly con
tained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources;: ... : 
Any housing unit added to the inven
tory through. sources other than new 
construction' or conversion is classified 
as a unit added through other sources. 
This co·mponent includes units created 
fro"!1 living quarters previously ·classi-

tied as group quarters and units cre
ated from nonresidential space such as. 
a store, garage; or barn. Also included. 

· are units moved from one Site to an· 
other. Such units, if moved within ·the 
same area, do.not necessarily result in 
a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units 
lost in the pla~ from which they were 
moved. A previously vacant mobile 
home or trailer, whether on a different 
site or the same site, is a net addition 
if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

OCcupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing uriit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 
group of persons is living in it at the time 
of the interview or if the occupants ·are 
only tel"!lporarily- absent-for example, on 
vacation,. However, if the unit was oc
cupied entirely by persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 
classified as vacant. By definition, the 

.count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. · 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household o~pYing the housing unit. 
The concept of race as used by the 
Census Bureau does not d~note clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
The interviewer was to report the race 
of the head of the household in three 
categorie~ White, Black (Negro), and 
other. The last category includes Ameri
can Indian,· Chinese, Eskimo·, Japanese, 
Korean, and'any other race except White 
and Black .. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with householQ heads of 
other races are included in th·e total in 
table 1 of parts A and E and mav· be de
rived· by subtracting the sum of White 
and Black• from the total. More detailed 
characteristics of units with Black house· 
hold head are presented in separate 
tables. The classification ·at race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was .made by the 
interviewer based On his own observation. 
In the 1970 census, race was essentially a 
self-classification by people according to 
the race with which they identified them· 
selves. 
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Spanish origin.-The classification by 

Span,ish origin here refers to the origin of 
the.head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 
un.its with head of Spanish origin are pre
se11ted in separate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a question 
that asked for self-identification of a 
person's origin or de.scent. Respondents 
Were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish oriQin 
were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central·. or South American, Or othe~ 
Spanish. 

Care should be ex0rcised in the inter· 
pretation of differences. in the estimated 
counts of Spanish-origin ho~seholds 
between the 1977 Annu.al Housing Sur· 
vey and the 1970 ·Census and other cur
ren.t surveys. In the 1970 census and cur-

: rent surveys' reports, Spanish persons 
are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of. parents, lan
guage, surname, and origin·or.descent.·ln 
addition, research indicates that 1970 
estima~es of Spanish-origin households 
may · be significantly overstated in the 
South Region and North Central Region·. 
In· the 1970 census some respondents 
apparently misinterpreted the Spanish· 
origin category, "Central or South 
American" to nlean the central or south
ern part of the U.S. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner occu
pied" if the owner or co-owner -1ives in 
the unit, even ·if it is mortgaged or not 
fully· paid for. A cooperative or con
dort:linium unit is "owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. 
All other occupied units are classified as 
"renter occupied,"· including units-rented 
for cash rent and .those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

· ~i-~ ~enure.-Separate .data are available 
on .tenure of .mobile ·home and .trailer 
sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers· is restricted 
to mobile homes and trailers on less than 

• 10 acres. The site is owned if the occu
, pants own or are buying the site on which 
-the mobile home is located. The site is 
~considered rented if the occupants pay 

a rental fe~ for the use of the site, the site 
rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample unit, or the occupants neither 
own nor pay cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy.-The classification 
of previous occupancy is divided into two 
categories, "previously occupied" and 
"not previously occupied.". "Previo1:1sly 
occupi~d" indicates that some person o~ 
persons not related to the head by bloo.d, 
marriage, or . adoption OCCL!Pied the 
s~mple unit priOr to the head's or other 
related household member's occupancy. 
"Not previously occupied" indicates 
that either the head or som~ other cur
rent household. member related to 'the 
_head by blood, marri~ge or adoption was 
the first occupant of the sample uhit. 

Cooperatives and coridominiums.-A co
operative is·a type·of ownershiP whereby 
a group of housing units are owrled by a 
coi-poration of member-owners. Each in
dividual member is entitled tO occupy an 
individual hoUsing unit and is a share
holder in the corporation which owns 
the property. 

A condominium is a type of owner
ship that· enables a ·person to 9wn an 
apartment ·or house in a project of-simi
larly owned ~nits. The owner_ has the 
deed and very likely the mortgage on the 
unit occupied. The owner may also hold 
common or joint ownership in some or 
all common areas such as grounds, hall
ways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Coope_rative or condominium owner
ship may apply to various types of struc
tures including single-family houses, row
houses, townhouses, etc., as Well as 
apartrrient units. 

Reason for no-cash·rent occupancy.-For 
·units which ar.e occupied without pay
ment of cash rent, data are shown on the 
"reason for occuPancy'~; i.e, whether the 
unit is prOvided by a· .farm related job, 
such as a tenant farmer, farm manager, 
foreman, or laborer; provided by a non
farm related job, such as a minister, resi
dent manager, or janitor; or, provided by 
a relative or friend. 

Duration of occupancy .-Data on· "dura
tion of occupancy"· are based on infor-

mation for the head of household; the 
data refer to the pe'riod when present 
occupanCy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the head lived iri the unit "le'ss 

· than 3 months" or "3 months or loriger." 
A head who "lived here last winter," 
must have moved intO the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved into unit.-The data are 
based on the iiiformation reported for 
the head of the household and refer io 
the year of latest move. Thus, ii the head 
moved back into a unit previously oc
·~upied, the year of the latest move was to 

· be reported; if the head moved _from ?"e 
apartment to anothe·r in the same buildi~g, 
the year the head moved into the present 
unit was to ·be reported. The intent is 
to establish the year the present occu
pancy by the head began. The year the 

· head moves is not· necessarily the same 
year Other m·embers of the household 
move, although in the great majority of 
cases the entire household moves· at the 
same time. 

Recent movers.-Households that ·moved 
into their present units within 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview are 
termed "rece·nt movers." The ho·usehold ls 
classified by year moved into unit ori the 
basis · of information reported for the 
head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent 
movers.-The ·"present" unit is the unit 
occupied by the recent mover at the time 
of the interview. The "previous" unit ·is 
the unit from which that person moved. 
If the household moved more than once 
during the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview, the "previous" unit is the 
one froin which the household last moved. 

S8me or differe'i1t' head.-Characteristics 
of the presen_t and previous· units oCcu
P,ied by recent movers are largely re
s~r.icted to households that were essen· 
tially the. sBme.in the two units. The defi· 
nitions of the · characteristics for the 
previOus unit are generally the same as 
those for the preSent unit; . 

A household for which the head in the 
present unit _is the same· person as the 

·head ·i_n the ·previous unit (identified in 
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the tables as "same head") is considered 
essentially the same even though , there 
may have been some changes .in the cOm
position of t~e household. Conversely, a 
household in which there. was no change 
except for a new household head was 
considered a household ~ith "different 
head." 

Data for heads whose previous resi· 
dence was outside the U.nited States are 
tabulated in the category "different 
head." 

.Main reason for move into present unit.
The statistics pre.sented are restricted to 
units occupied by recent movers in which 
the present head of household was also 
the head at the pr~viously occupied unit. 
The classification categories refer to the 
principal reason the head of the house
hold moved int~ the present. unit. The 
category "job related· reasons" refers to 
reasons such as job transfer, e"!tered or. 
left U.S. Armed Forces, retirem.ent, new 
job . or looking for work, commuting 
problems, school attendance, and other 
job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to 
reasons suc!i as needed larger house or 

. apartment, widowed, separated, divorced, 
moved to be closer to relatives, newly 
marr.ied, family increased in size, family 
decreased in size, wanted to establish 
own household, schools, and other faryJ· 
ily related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers 
to reasons such as wanted to own.his/her 
own residence, neighborhood over
crowded, change in racial or ethnic com· 
position of neighborhood, wanted better 
n~ighborhood, · lower rent or less ex· 
pensive ho!Jse, wanted better house, dis
placed by urban renewal, highway cOn

. struction, or other public activity, dis· 
placed by private action, wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, occurrence of natural dis· 
aster, and wanted a change of· climate. 

The category "other reasons" in
cludes reasons for movi_ng which do not 
fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership.-Data are. shown for 
household heads who, during the 12 
months prior to enumeration, moVed 
into the sample unit. These .data are 
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. restricted to owner-occupied units and 
show the number of previously owned 
units which the head o"!'upied as his/ 
her usual place ·Of residence. Excluded 
from the count of previously owned 
units ·are vacation homes purchased for 
rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property.-These 
statistics are based on the number of 
~ousing units in structures of two or 
more units with the owner or the resident 
manager or superintendent living on the 
property. The category "with owner on 
property" refers to the owner and not the 
agent, resident manager, or superinten· 

· dent. 'With resident manager or super
intendent on property" refers to a resi
dent manager, superintendent, janitor, Or 
other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units.-A housing unit is 
, vacant if no one is living in it at the time 

of the interview, unless its occupants 
are only temporarily absent. In addition, 
a vacant unit may be one which is occu· 

. pied entirely by persons who have a usual 
residence elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classi· 
.fied (!S yacant housing units if construe· 
tion has reached a point where all ex· 
terior windows and doqrs are installed 
and final usable floors are in place. 
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, 
vvalls, windows, or doors no longer protect 
the interior from the elements, if the 
unit ·is severely damaged by fire, or 
if· there is positive evidence· (such as a 
sign on the house or block) that the unit 
is to be demolished or is condemned. 
Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such 
as a store or an office; or quarters used 
for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural 
products. 

The concepts and definitions of.vacant 
housing units used in this rePort are the 
same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housin·g reports. 

Vacancy sta~L-Vacant housing units are 
classified as either "seasonal and migra
tory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units 
are intended for occupancy during only 
certain seasons of the year. Included are 

units intended for recreational use, such 
as beach cottages and hunting cabins, and 
vacant units held for herders and loggers. 
"Migratory" units are vacant units held 
for occupancy by migratory labor em· 
ployed in farm work ·during ·the. crop 
season. 

"Year-round". vacant housing units. are 
available or intended for occupancy at 
any time of the year. A "unit in a resort 
area which is usually occt.ipied on a year
round basis is considered year-round. A 
unit. used .only occasionaUy throughout 
the year is also ·considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdi· 
vided as follows: 

For sale only.-Vacant year-round 
units "for sale only" also include 
vacant u_nits in a cooperative or condo· 
minium project if the individual units 
are offered for.sale only. 

For rent.-Vacant year-round units 
"for rent" also include vacant. units 
offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or S!Jld, not occupied.-. If any 
money rent has been paid or agreed 
upon but the new renter has not 
moved in as .of the date of the inter· 
view, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has·not·yet 
moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as ''rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held for occasional use.-This category 
consists of vacant year-round units. 
which are held for weekend or other 
oCcasional use 'through0ut the year. 
The inient of th is question was to 
identify h<?~es reserved by their 
owners as second h0mes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing be
tween th is . cat~gory and seasorial 
vacancies, it is possible that ~me "sec· 
ond homes" are classified as "sea· 
sonal" and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by persons with 
usual residence elsewhere (UREJ.-lf 
all the persons in a housing unit usual
ly live elsewhere, that unit is classi· 
tied as vacant provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the house
hold and is not. offe~ed for rent or 
for sale." For example, a beach cottage 
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occupied at the time of the interview 
by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in 
the Count of vacant units. If the house 
in the citv, were in the survey sample, 
'it Would be reported "occupied" 
a·nd would be included in the count 
of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

field for. other reasons, or o'ther 
vacant.-lf a vacant year-round unit 
does not fall into any of the classifica
tions specified above, it is classified as 
"held for other reasons." For example, 
this category includes units held for 
settlement of an estate, units h~ld for 
'occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, 
and ·units held for pt?rsonal r~asons of 

. the owner. In parts A ~nd E of this 
series, the "other vacant" category in
cludes all units temporarily occupied 
by persons with usual residence else
where and units held f0r other reasons. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are 
limited to year-round vacant units. Va
cant units intended for seasonal occu
pancy and vacant units held for migratory 
labor are excluded because it is difficult 
to· obtain reliable information for them. 
However, cou,nts of seasonal units are 
given in parts A and E of- this· series; 

The 1974 · through 1977 counts for 
"seasonal and migratory," "Year-round, 
rented or sold· not occupied," ''Year
round,. ·held. for occasional use,"· and 
"Year-round, other vacant" may not be 
comparable to· the corresponding counts 
shown in the .1973 r.eports, bei:;ause a 
more detailed estimation proc~dure was 

·, used in the 1974 through 1977 tabula
tions. For 1974 through 1977, the esti· 

, mation · proced_ure adjuSted the survey 
· counts of "vacant year-round" . and 

"vacant-seasonal and migratory" .units 
.separate1y to indePendent ·current esti
mates. (See· section on ''.Estimation" .in 
Appendix 8-Source and Reliability of 

'the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-. 
·seasonal and migratory" units were com·· 
bined with several· categories ·of year-

. round vacancies (re'1ted or· sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and 
other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent esti-

. mates for these categories. Thus, the 

1974 through 1977 data for vacant units 
adhere. more closely tO the independent 
estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate.-The 1977 
homeowner vacancy rate is the number 
of year-round vacant units for sale as ·a 
percent of the total homeowner inven
tory; i.e., all owner-occupied units and 
year:round vacant units for sale or sold, 
n6t occupied. The homeowner vacancy 
rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate.-The' 1977 rental 
vacancy rate is the number .of year
round vacant units for rent as a percent 
of the total· rental inventOry; i.e., all 
r~nter-occupied units and all year-round 
vacant units for rent or rented, not occu
pied. The rental vacancy rate for 1970 
ex·cludes vacant units rented but ·not 
oCcupied. '• 

Duration of vacancy.-The statistics on 
duration of vacancy refer' to the length 
of time (in months) from the date the 
last occupants moved· from the unit to 
the date of the interview·. The data, there
fore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the totaf length of time units remain 
vacant. ·For newly constructed un~ts 
which have never been occupied, the 
duration of vacancy is counted from the 
date construction was co~pleted. For 
recently converted or merged units, the 
time is reported from 'the date conversion . 
or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of 
residence· elsewhere are eXclu.ded· from 
the data. 

Utilization Chafacteristics 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous
ing unit are counted. These persons in
clude not only occupants related to the; 
head of the household but also any 
lodgers, roomers, boarders, pa.rtners, 
wards, foster children, and resident em
ployees who share the living q~arters of 
the household head. The data on "per· 
sons" show categories of the number of 
one-person through seven-or·more-person. 
households by the number of housing 
units. 

A person is counted at the usual place 
of residence for that" person. This refers 
to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time. This place is not 
necessarily the same as a legal residence. 
voting residence,·.Or domicile. 

Rooms.-The statiStics on "roOms". are 
for the number of h0using units with 
specified nurTiber of i'ooms. · Rooms· 
counted 'include whole rooms used for 
. living .Purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining ·rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin·· 
ished attic or basement rooms, recreatiorl 
rooms,· permanently· enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. 

< 

A· partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a· kitchen o·r living room, 
is a separate room only if there is a parti· 
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or cabi· 
nets.· 
. . Not included in the count of rooms 
are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or basements, 
other unfinished space·used for storage, 
open porches, trailers _used only as bed· 
rooms, and ·offices used only by persons 
not living _in the u"nit. 

If a room is .used by occupants qf 
more than· one unit, the room is included 
with the unit from which it is most eaSily 
reached. 

Per~ns .per room.-"Persons per room" 
is computed for each occupied u_nit by 
dividing the nu!'Tlber of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. 
The figures shown refer, tf)erefore, to 
the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room .. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used main
ly for sleeping,.even if also used for other 

. purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand; rooms used mainly· 
for other purposes, even though used 
also ·for sleeping, such. as a living room 
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with a hideaway bed, are not considered 
bedr9oms. A housing unit consisting of 
only one room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by 
definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown for housing units with. two or 
more . bedrooms. Units have bedrooms 
lacking· privacy when it .is necessary to 
pass through a Qedroom to get to another 
room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion 
is applied only to units. with one com
plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half bath lacks a 
flush toilet. 

In addition, statistics are shown for 
~ouseholds with bedrooms used ~Y three 
or more persons of all ages, but are shown 

separately for such. hou~~olds when one 
or more of these persons is 13 years of 
age or older. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has 
all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
located in the structure. They need n6t 
be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are nOt 
considered as having a range or Cook
stove. An icebox is ·not included as; a 
mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the ex
clusive use of the occupants When they 
are used only by the occuparits· of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other 
unrelated persons living in the unit. When 
a structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment locate·d inside the 
structure" is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use.·· 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had been re-· 
moved, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

.... 
Condition of · kitchen facilities.-Units 
with complete kitchen facilities were 
classified as to whether all the kitchen 
facilities were in usa'ble condition. If one 
or more of the kitchen facilities (sink, 
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range or cook stove, and refrigerator) 
could not be used for its intended pur
pose, the unit was classified as having 
-"1 or more not usable." Kitchen facilities 

. that normally function properly, but 
which were temporarily out of use (two 
weeks or less) because of a breakdown, 
were classified as usable. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
based on the number of housing units lo
cated in·structures built with a basement. 
A· structure has a basement if there is 
enclosed space in which persons can walk 
upright under all .or part of the building. 

Basements in structures with - oc
cupied units are further classified by 
signs of water leakage._ The category 
"with signs of water leakage" consists 

, of units in which the basement shows 
signs of Water having leaked in from the 
outside, even if the signs only appear 
when it rains or. during other similar 
situations. "No signs of water leakage" 
means that the basement shows no signs 
of water leakage, or thilt the signs of 
water leakage are caused by. a·problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb
ing. If the basement shows signs of water 
having leaked in from the.outside but the 
problem causing the leakage ha.s been 
corrected, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water lea~age. 

· The 1977 data on basements are for 
"all year-round housing units"; the 1970 
data on basements are restricted to "all 
occupied housing units." · 

Year structure built.-"Year structure 
built" refers to when the building was 
first constructed, not when it was re
made.led, .added to, or converted. The 
figures refer to the number of units. in 
structures built during the specified 
periods and in existence at the time of 
the interview. For mobile homes and 
trailers, the manufacturer's model" year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units· in structure.- In determining the 
number of units in a structure, all hous
ing.units, both occupied and vacant, were 
courlted. The statistics are presented for 
the number of housing units in structures 
of specified type and size, not ·by the 
number of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building that 
either has open space. on all sides or -is 
separated from other structures by divid
ing walls that exte11d from grourd to 
roof. Structures con.tai_ning only one 
housing unit are further cla.ssified as de· 
tached or attached (see parts A and E). 

. A .one.·family house i~ deta~hed if it 

has open space on all four sides even 
though it has an adjoining shed or garage. 
A one-family house is attached if it has 
one or more walls extending from ground 
to roof which divide it from other adjoin
ing struCtures, such as in row houses, 
townhouses, etc. 

· Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category (see ·parts A, C, D, 
and E). When one or more rooms 'have 
been added to a mobile home or trailer, it 
is classified as a one-family house. If, 
however, only a porch or shed has been 
add.ed, it is still counted as a mobile home 
or trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on "ele
vator in structure" are for the number 
of housing units in structures with four 
floors or more which have a passenger 
elevator. Units are in a "walkup" struc
ture of four floors or more if. the struc
ture has no passenger elevator or if the 
only elevator service is for freight. 

Stories between main and apartment 
entrances.-This item is restricted to two 
or more unit structures and is concerned 
with the.number of floors from the main 
entrance of the apartment building to the 
main· entrance· of the apartment; The 
numDer of Stcirit?s is determined from 
ground level if -there is no main building 
entrance and the apartment has its own 
private· entrance, 'either from the ground 
level of the buildinQ or from an area that 
is not located inside the building; or if 
there is a main building entra~ce, but the 
entrance to the apartment cannot be 

reached by using the main building. 
entrance. . .. 

Storm wii'ldows, sto·rm doon, and attic or 
roof insulation.-The purpose of these 
three items is- to determine if a housing 
unit has some form of insulation which 

·helps to reduce heat loss during the 
winter and heat gain during the Summer. 
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The statistics are shown only for occu·· 
Pied, one-family homes and· ocrupied, 
mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or o'ther protective 
'window covering.-This category refers 
to protective window covering, such as 
storm windows, dciuble-i!lazed . glass, 

··closeable shutters, or' plastic. Housing 
units With '.'Some windows· covered" 
have protective coverings over some, 
but not all windows. 

Storm doors.-This category refers to 
additional doors hung in' exterior door
ways. Doors on attaChed 'garage.s are 

,i:-1ot included. ·Housing units with 
"Some doors covered" have storm 
~oars on some, but not all, exterior 
do'!r openings. 

·Attic or roof insulation.-This cate· 
gory· includes roll or blanket insulation 
encased iii a paper covering, fiberglass 
batting, and loose insulatiol) which is 
poured or blown between the atti-c 
floor joists. 

Mobile homes anchored with tiedowns or 
other .. rrieans.-An anchored mobile home 
~r trailer is One that is secured io the 
ground through the use. of tiedowns, 
bolts, e_tc. The main purpoSe in anchoring 
a mobil~ home or trailer is-to prote_ct the 
unit from wind movement or destructio~. 

In group of 6 or m0:re mobile homes.
Mobile homes and trailers that are gath.er· 
ed close together are considered to·be in 
a "gro~p.'' This may be a large mobile 
home park containing many units_ or it 
may be a small number grouped to· 
gether on a si~g!e' site or adj~cent sites. 

Aoof.-Units "with signs 'of water leak· 
age" are those in which the ra:of shows 
sigr:1s of water _havir:1g leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof lea~s when it 
rains. "No signs of water leakage" means 
that the roof shows. no signs of water 
having leaked in from the Ol:Jtside_, or that 
the roof shows signs of water leakage 
but the problem causing the leakage.has 
been corrected. If the signs of water 
leak~ge are caused by ~ problem inside 
the structure such as faulty plumbing, 
the unit was classified as having no 
signs of water leakage. 

Interior ceilings and walls.-Statistics afe 
presented on whether or not there are 

. open cracks or holes and broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the interior ceilings 
or walls' of a holising unit. Included are 
cracks or holes that do not go all the 
way through to the next·room or to the 
outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not 

. large enough for a fingernail file· to be 
inserted in' and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not con· 
sidered to be open cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must 
be on ·the ·inside walls or ceilings, and at 
least one area of the broken plaster or 
peeling paint must be approximately one 
square foot or larger. -

Interior floors.-Data are shown on 
whether there are holes in the interior 
floors of a housing unit. The holes do not 
have to go throug~ the floor. Exduded 

. are very small holes caused by nails or 
other similar objects. 

Selected structural deficiencies and wish 
to move.--'-The category "household 
would like to move" consists of housing 
units in which the respondent considers 
one or more of the· following structural 
deficiencies so . objectionable that . he 
would like to move from his unit: (1) 
A basement with signs of water leak· 
age, (2) roof leakage, (3) open cracks or 
holes in the interior walls or ceiiing, (4) 
holes in the floor, and (5) broken plaster 
or peeling paint on· the ceiling or inside 
walls. 

Overall opinion of structure.-The data 
Presented are based on the respondent's. 
overall opinion of his house or building 
as a place to live. The respondent was 
·asked to rate the structure as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways.-The statistics on 
common stairways · are presented ·for 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with comrrion stairways. The 
figures for ,"loose steps'' and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition 
of the stairway;. i.e., whether there are 
loose, broken, or missing steps or stair 
railings. Common stairways are stair· 

ways Which are usually used by the occu
pants of mo~e than one unit or by the 
general 'public. They· may be either in
side the structure or attached to the out· 
side of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls.-The sta
tistics on li9ht fixtures ·in public halls, 
are presented for housing u·nits in struc· 
tures of two or more units with public 
halls which ·have 'light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working 
oider. Light fixtures include wall lights, 
ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used 
by the occupants Of rriore than one unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring.-A housing unit is classi· 
fied as ha\ling exposed electric wiring if 
the unit has. any wiring that is not en· 
closed, either in the walls or in metal 
coverings, or if .the wiring is-outside the 
walls but enclosed in some material other 
than metal. Extension cords and other 
types of wiring that extend from a wall 
outlet .to an appliance or lamp are not 
considered as exposed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets.-A -housing unit, is 
classified as having _ele~ric. wall outlets 
in each roo"'!l if there is at least one work· 
ing electric wall outlet or wall plug in 
each room of the unit. A working electric 
wall outlet or wall. plug is one that is.in 
operating condition;, i.e., can be used 
when needed. If a room does not have 

·an electric wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of a wall outlet. is not con· 
sidered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Elect_ric fuse blowouts.-These statistics 
a~e for occupied housing units which have 
had an · electric circuit fuse blown or 
breaker switch tripped during the 3 
mOnths prior to the interview. The data 
are restricted to households whose head 
~as been at the present address for at least 
90 days prior to the date of the interview. 
A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch 
results in the temporary loss of electricity 
until the fuse is replaced or the br.eaker 
switch reset. Blown fuses inside Certain 
appliances or equipment (such as some 
large air conditioners) are counted as 
"fuse or swit~h blowouts." 
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Parking facilities.-The statistics on park

ing facilities presented in this report are 

restricted to renter-occuPied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to off-street parking facilities 

which are available in connection with 
the building. The facilities are provided 

by the landlord or managerrient and must 

be available without an additional cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be a 
garage, carport, driveway, or open lot 
where the occupant may park his car off 

the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities.-The category ''with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in· 
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc
ture for the exclusive us~ of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have ·all three 
specified plumbing facilities (hot aiid cold 
piped water, flush toilet, and.bathtub or 
shower) inside the structure, or that the 
toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the oCcupants of other housing 
units. 

Complete bathrooms.-A housing unit 1s 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a· washbasin, ·as 
well as piped hot ·water in' the structure 
for the exclusiVe Use of the occupants 
of the unit. A half bathroOm has either 
a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, but does not have all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another 
·household" consists of units with· bath· 
room facilities which are also for the use 
of the occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units 
with no bathroom facilities, units with 
only a half bathroom, and units With ·all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source· of water or water supply.-"A 
public system ·or private company" refers 
to a common source supplYing running 
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water to six or more housing units. The 
water may be supplied by a city, county, 
\o\'.ater district, or private water company, 
or it may be obtained from a well Yihich · 
supplies six or more housing units. If a 
well provides water for five or fewer 
housing units, it is classified· as an "in· 
dividual well.'' Individual Wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally 
"drilled" or "dug." Water sources such as. 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or 
lakes are included in the "other" cate
gory. 

Breakdowns or failures in· the Water 
supply were asked when tile unit had 
piped water inside the structure. The 
water may be available from sources such 
as a sink, w·ashbasin, bathtub, or shower. 
A unit is classified as having no piped 
water inside structure if the unit has no 
piped water or if the only piped water 
available is outside the structure-for ex
ample, on an open porch or in another 
building. Data on "breakdowns or failures 
of water supply are shown if the housing. 
unit was occupied by the head of the 
household at least 90 days prior to the 
interview and if the breakdown or failure 
lasted 6 consecutive hours or longer dur
ing the 90 days prior to the interview. 

· Breakdowns or failures in t_he water 
supply mean that the unit was completely 
without running water from its .regular 
source. A unit was considered to be com
pletely without running water if (1) the 
water system serving the unit supplied no 
water at all, or (2) no water was available 
in the unit due to a breakdown or failure 
in the water supply inside the structure, 
or (3) the equipment and facilities o:e., 
faucets in the kitchen and the bathroom 
sinks, faucet and shovver in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If 
the faucet in the kitchen was broken, but 
the one in the bathtub was working, the 
unit was not classified as being com
pletely without water. 

Units with a breakdown or failure in 
the water supply are also classified ac
cording to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source 
of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" r~fer to such problems as 
broken ·pipes in the unit (or building) or 
turning the water off in the unit (or 
building) for maintenance and repairs. 

·:'Problems outside the building" refer to 
such problems as power failures, breaks in 
the main water line, or shutdowns by the 
water company for maintenance and re
pairs. 

Availab_ility of piped. water ~-:-.Units with 
no piped water in th_e building are cl~ssi
fied by whether piped water is available 
within a qUarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal.-~ "public sewer" is 
connected to a city,_ county, sanitary 
district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
sewer system .. It may be Operated by. ~ 
govern~ental body or Private 9rganiz~
tion. A·. "septic. tank or cesspool" is an 
underground tank or pit used for disposal 
of sewage. Small sewage treatment plants, 

. which in some localities are called neigh
borhood sePtic tanks, are classified aS 
public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to break down or dissolve 
sewage; a privy refers -to an "outhouse" 
or other· sm'all shelter outside the. unit 
which contains a toilet. Unit~ for which 
sewage is disposed of in some other 
way are included in.the "other" category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures in 
the means of sewage disposal are lirTiited 
to units in which the means of sewage 
disposal was a public sewer, septic ~ank, 
or cesspool. The breakdown or failure 
may have be~n the result of an over
loaded sewage disposa.1 system, lack of 
running water, a broken or cracked tank, 
etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the 
housin'g unit was occupied by the head of 
t.he h9usehold at lea~t _90 days prior to 
the interview and if the breakdown or 
failure lasted 6 consecutive hours or 
longer during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Flush toilet.-The·''statistics on break
downs Or failure's '

1

of flush toilet are 
limited io units that had all plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet; that 
is, one complete bathrOom or one com· 
plete bathroom plus a half bath without 
flush toilet. The flush toilet may be ccim
pletely·unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water sup
plied to the flush toilet, or some other 
reason. 

Units with breakdown or failure in 
flush toilet are classified by the number 
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of breakdowns or-failures and to the most 
common source of the problem. ·~Prob· 
lems inside the building" refer to such 
breakdowns or failures as broken pipes in 
the unit (or building), a cracked or 
broken bowl, or. faulty flushing mecha
niSm. "Problems outside the building" 
refer to such breakdowns or failures as. 
breaks in the main water or sewer line or 
shutdowf'!S by the water company for 
maintenance or repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of 
flush toilet are shown if the h0using unit 
was occupied by the head of household at 
least 90 days prior to the interview, and if 
the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con· 

secutive hours or more durin~ the_ 90 days 
prior to the interview. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available.-A unit is cl~ssified 

as having a telephone if ~here is a tele
phone available for receiving calls to the 
occupants of the unit. The telephone 
m_aY be located ·outside or inside the 
housing unit, and one telephone may 
serve the occupants of several units. The 
number of housing units with a telephone 
available, therefore, does not indicate the 
number of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating· equipment.-"Warm-air fur.nace" 
refers to a centrcil system which provides 
warm air through ducts leading to various 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an elec
trf c heating-cooling ,system which utilizes 
indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, 
and a compressor to pump hot air in dur
ing, the winter and cooled air in during 
the summer. Onl.Y heat pumps that ar~ 
centrally installed with ducts to t~e 

rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central 
heating system in which heat from steam 
or hot water is delivered through radi~ 

ators or other outlets. "Built-in electric 
t,1nits" are permanently installed in floors, 
walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor, 
wall, or pipeless· furnace" delivers warm 
~i~ ·t~ the room right ab~v,e the furnace or 
to ·the room (s) on one or both sides of 
the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

."Room heaters with flue" include cir
culating heaters, convectors, radiant gas 

heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other 

liquid fuels, and which are connected to a 
flue, verlt, or chimney to remove smoke 
and fumes. "Room heaters without flu.e" 
include any room hea_ter (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene wh~ch is 
not connected to a flue, vent, or chim
ney. "Fireplaces,. stoves, or portable 
heaters" include room heaters that burn 
coal, c~ke, charcoal, wood or other 
solids. It also includes portable room 
heaters that burn kerosene, gasoline, fuel 
oil, or other liquid .fuel, as well a~ port· 
able electric heaters that get current fro".1 
an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heat
ing equipment had been removed, the 
equipment used by the last occupants was 
to be reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating 
equipment, data are shown for units 
occupied by the household head·during 
the winter prior to the interview if the 
equipment was unusable fo~ 6 .~onsecu~ 
tive hours or longer during that time. To 
qualify as having lived here "last winter," 
the household head must have _moved 
into the unit prior to February 1977. 

Heating equipment is considered un
usable if it cannot be used for the pur
poses intended; the breakdown· or failure 
may be caused by broken pipes, electrical 
or "gas parts out of ord_er, ·or downed 
power. lines. 

Insufficient heat.-The statistics presented 
refer to housing units in which the house
hold head occupied the unit during the 
winter prior to the date of the interview. 
To qualify as having lived here "last 
winter," the household head must· have 
moved into the unit prior to. February 
1977. 

Separate data are shown for units with 
additional heat source, rooms which 
lacked specified heat source, and units 
with closed rooms. The term "specified 
heating equipme~t'' includes·· warm-air 
.furnace; steam or._ hot water systems; 
built-in electric uni.ts; floor: wall, or pipe
less furnace; and room· heaters with _flue. 
Exclu_ded are roOm heaters wit~C?ut flue 
or vent, fireplaces, stoves, an_d portable 
heaters. 

The data on additional heat ·source 
refer to units with "specified heating 
~uipment" which had to use additional 

sources of heat to supplement the regular 
heating system because the regular system 
did not "provide enough heat. Additional 
sources o'f heat such as kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the- mornings or on 
very cold evenings. Electric blankets, 
heating pads, or hot w~ter bottles are not 
considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" 
include 'rooms lacking h0t air ducts, reg· 
isters; radiators, and room heaters. The 
"intent of this item was _to identify rooms 
in units with "specified heiiting equip
irient" which did not contain the means 
of coi;iveying the heat to the room. The 
kitchen was not considered to be a room 
for this item. 

- Sepa"rate data are also shown for 
rooms which were closed because they 
cot.lid not be kept warm. The rooms must 
have been closed for 7 consecutive daYs 
or longer during the previous winter, and 
ih~ unit ITn~St have "heating equipment." 
For thiS item, also, the kitchen was not 
considered a room. 

Air conditioning.-Air conditioning is de
fined as the cooling of air by a refrigera
tion unit; excluded are evaporative 
.coolers, fans, or blowers which are not 
connected t9 a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 
is installed in a window or an outside wall 
arid is generally intended to cool one 
room, although it may sometimes be used 
to cool more than one room. A central 
system. is a cent~al installation which air
.c.or:1ditions the en_~i~e housing unit. In an 
apar~Jf'ent building, a central system may 
cocil all apa~ments in the buil~ing, each 
apartm~nt may have its own central 
system, or. ~here may be several systems, 
each prov~ding central air c::onditioning 
for a group of apartments_.. A central 
installation with individual room controls 
is a central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.-Statis
tics o~ ·~automobi,les av8ilable" represent 
the nUmber .~f passenger .automobiles, 
including station wagons aiid vans, wh!ch 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. The _figures 
i.nclu~e leased automobiles, taxicabs~ and 
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companv·owned automobiles · kept . at 
.·home. Police· cars, pickups, .or larger 
trucks were not to be counted; In the 
1973 Annual Housing SurveY. taxicabs 
kept at home were not included in the 
count of "automobiles available." 

The data on "trucks available" repre
sent the number of pickups and small 
panel trucks of one-ton capacity Or less 
which are owned or regularly used by any 
'member of the household and which are 

ordinarily kePt at home. Trucks used for 
business P,urposes Were included only if 
also used for personal activities of hou~
hold members. 

The statistics do not reflect the num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of hquseholds own
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used _for house heating and cook· 
ing-"Utility gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a ~entral 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Kerosene, etc." includes 
~erosene, gasoline, alcohol, and other 
cOmbustible liquids. "Solar heat" refers 
to a system installed in the unit which 
utilizes the energy available in sunlig.ht. 

.to gain and store heat. "Other fuel" 
includes_' any 'other fuel such as briquettes 
·made of pltch and sawdust, coal dust, 
corncob~. or purchased steam. 

Owned' second home.-A second home 
may be a single-family ho~se, vacaiion 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski lodge, etc., 
:..V:h'fch ·is own~ and held for use Some
time during the year bY _the owner or 
members of the household. Second homes 
may also be oWned in partnership or on a 
shared basis with membei-s of a different 
household. The figures include second 
homes which are so,:;,etimes rented or 
leased on a short-term basis to other 
persons but are principally held for" the 

·owner's occasional use during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households tha~ own {one or more) sec-. 
on? homes. The data,, therefore, do not 
reflect the number of owned second 
homes. (See . also discussion .of vacant 
units "Held for occasional use" in section 
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on "Occupancy and Vacancy Character
istics.") 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Garbage collection service.-A housing 
uni~ is classified as· having ·garbage col
lection service if either a private or public 
company collects ~he trash or garbage on 
a· regular basis and carries it to public 
disposal areas. Units with' garbage cOllec
ti<:>n se~vice are classified by the frequency 
of_ the,:service. In some areas where the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, 
etc.) by another, data are obtained only 
for the garbage collection service. 

If the household does not have garbage 
collection service, the means of garbage 
disposal is classified as follows: 

Incinerator, trash chute, or com
pactor. -An incin'erator is a large unit 
on the property designed to burn all 
trash and garbage .. Trash chutes ~nd 

. compactors were marked as the means 
of garbage. disposal when the final 
me3ns of disp~sal was not knoWn; i.e., 
if the respondent knew only that the 
garbage_ was put down a trash chute or 

·that the garbage goes into a compactor. 
A compactor i~ . a unit which packs 
trash and garbage into smaller units for 
disposal. 

Garbage disposal unit.-A garbage dis· 
p0sal unit is connected tO the kitchen 
sink and grinds up the garbage which is 
disposed of through the sewage 
system. 

Other means-If the method of dis
posal does not fall into any of th_e clas- · 
sifications specified, it is classified as 
"other means." 

The statistics on garbage and trash col· 
lection service presented _in part D are re
stricted to renter-occupied units for 
whic~ cash rent is paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to whether or not the cost of 
garbage and trash collection service is 
paid by the renter. 

Exterminator service.-The· statistics on 
exterminator service refer to households 
that have been· at their present address 

for at least 3 months prior to the date of 
the interview and who reported that they 
had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or build
ing during the last 3 months. Signs of 
mice and rats or traces_,of their presence 
i~clude .droppi~gs, holes. in .. the wall, or 

.ripped or torn food containers. "Regular 
extermination service" refers to periodic 
visits by a licensed company or.individual 
who uses chemicals _and sprays to control 
or ki II pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, 
four times a year, or. any other such in· 
terval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visits bV an exterminator who·is 
called only when: needed by t.he house
hold or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it 
is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. "No extermination 
service" includes units in a house or 
building that has not been serviced during 
the 12 months prior to the interview and 
where it_ js not known if there is anY ex
tEii"mi nator service·.· 

NeighborhoOO. condi~ions and neighbor
hood· services.-The statistics presented 
are based on the respondent;s opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood. 
Thus, the respondent's answer may 
or may not reflect the "actual" de
scription of the neighborhood. Further
rTiore, the reSporident may not have the· 
same opinion as a neighbor about the 
neighborhood conditions and/or neighbor
hood services; for example, the respond· 
ent. may feel that the street lighting 
or neighborhood shopping. facilities are 
satisfactory while the neighbor inay not. 

Neighborhood .conditions, and neigh
borhood co;,ditions and wish to 
move. -Data on neighborhood con
dit~oris ·are baSed- on the respondent's 
answers to· a· two-part question con
cerning specific conditions existing in 
the neighborhocid. The respondent was 
asked (1) if the condition watli'resent 
in the neighborhood and, (2) if present, 
how the respondent felt about it by 
selecting one of the following cate
gories: (a) does not bother, (b) bothers 
a little, (c) bothers very much, (di 
bothers so much would like to move. 
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1: Airplane noise.-This category 
refers to the respondent's opinion 

'. concerning noise made by airplanes 
in landing or taking off or sonic 

booms from nearby airports or .. 
.military qases. 

,;'2: Streernoise.-Street noise refers 
·~to nois·e m"ade by c.hildren Playing 

··outdoors. noise from a factory or 
business, or anv other sounds that 
the respondent considers" ·street. 
noise. 

3. Heavy · traffic.-This category 
refers tq the presenCe of carS_and/o~ 

. trucks. whi.ch l:h.e respondent 'classi · 
fies as h~av_y traffic. 

4. Streets -need :repair.-The data 
are.based on the respondent's opin· 

_ion that the streets, either paved.or 
. unpaved, are continually in need of 
. repair or are bordered by open 
ditches used for water or sewage 
drainage. 

5. ·Roads impassable.-This cate
gory refers to roads that the re·· 
spondent reported to be neglected 
by State, county, or city crews dur· 
h,g sriowstorms, heavy rainstorniS, 
·or other suCh ·conditio~s t~at ~ake· 
a road.impassable. 

"· · 6. Poor street lighting.-Poor street 
li·~htir;ig includes are'!s. in the opin
ion of the respo.ndent;.that ~ave no 
street lighting, streets with insuffici
ent lighting, and streets wher.e the 

. li9hting does nOt work. adequately. 

7. Crime.-'This category refers to 
all forms of ·Street and neighbor

. hood. crime ·such ~as· petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burg
lary, etc., or any related activities 
th3t the · respondent·' jUd!]es ·to be 
a c·rime. '•', ... 

a: Litter.-lnclud~ are alltypes of .... 
tr.ash, debris, or junk such as paper, 
cans, o~ aban.doned cars jn the 
·s~reet, on empty lots, or on proper-

1nR?.~~}1es ... ~n, .the Stre~t, Which the re· 
spondent considers as litter. _ . . . 
9. Abandoned buildings.-Aban· 

· · doned buildings refer to both single 
and multiunit. buildings which the 
respondent reported to be aban
doned or boarded up. Included in 

this category are remains of pre
vious buildings. 

10. Housi~g in rundown condi
tion.-This category refers to occu
pied housing units which, in the re
spondent's opinion, are in.rundown 
condition. 

11'. Commercial or industrial...:... This 
· cateQory· refe'rs to commercial, in

dustrial, or other activities, includ
ing b~th large and small industries 
as well as businesses and·stores, that 
the resp~ndent consideis to be nOn
residential . 

12. Odors.-ThiS category re.fers ti:> 
the respondent's opinion concern
ing fumes, smoke, or gas ~oming 
fro.m cars, trucks, nearby industries~ 
factories, businesses. etc. 

· fVeighborf1ood services; -Data on 
neighborhood services are based on. the 
respondent's answer to ·a two-part 
question concerning neighborhood 
services.' The respondent was asked I 1) 

if a particular neighborhood service 
was .satisfactory, and, (2) if not satis
factory, how the respondent felt about 
the service by selecting. one .of the 
following categories: (a) does ·not 
bother, (bl bothers a little, (c) bothers 
very much, (d) bothers so much would 
like to move. 

.. 

1. Public transportation . ...;.These 
data reflect· the respondent's opin
ion of the availability of public 
transportation, such as bus, subway, 
or taxicab service. 

2. Schools.-These statistic$ reflect 
the respondent's opiniori about the 

·schools in the neighborhood, such 
as the proximity of the school, pop· 

. ulation of the student body, etc. 

3. Neighborhood shopping.-This 
catt?gory refers to the respondent's . 
opinion regarding stores! such. as 
grocery or drug:~tores, in this vicin
ity, a~d their merchandise, prices, 
or services. 

~t Police protection·-:-This cate
gory refers to the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, qual
ity, quantity, and response time Of. 

services that should be provided by 
the police. 

5. Outdoor recreation facilities, 
such as parks, playgrounds or sWim
ming pools.~This category refers 
to the respondent's assessment of 
neighborhood outdoor rec~eation 

facilities. 

·6. Hospitals and health clinics.
This category refers to- the quality 
and proximity of health facilities, 
etc., serving the local community 
in the opinion of the respondent. 

Neighborhood. services and wish 'to 
move:-The category "household 
would lik"e to move" consists of hous
ing. units in which the respondent con
siders one or more of the specified 
neighborhood. services (such· as public· 
transportation) so inadequate or un
~atisJac~ory that the respondent woulti 
like to .move from ,the neighborhood. 

The figures shown for the cate
gories under "household would like to 
move" will n0:t. add to the total be
c_ause more than one inadequate service 
may have been reported for the same 
unit. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood. - The 
data presented are based- on t~e re
'spondent's overall opinion· of the 
neighborhood according to the street 
conditions an~ the neighborhood serv-. 
ices available (described in preceding 
paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the street or neighborhood as 
e~celler:it ... good,", fair, or poor. Data are 
also shown for wish to.move because 

·Of, undesi~able. Street conditions 'cross· 
classifi~ by the respondent's overal I 
o.pinion of the neighborhoqd. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value~-Value is the respondent's esti
m~te of how' -much the' property (house 
and lot) wo_uld sell for if it were for sale. 
The statistics on value are shown only 
for one-family homes on less than io 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on' the prop
erty. ·Owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, mobile t-iomes, .and trailers 
are excluded from the value tabulations. · 
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Value-income ratio . .:.... The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing the v~lue 
of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or p_rimary indi· 
vidual. The data are presented for the 
same owner-occupied units f~r. ;Which 
"value". was ·tabulated· (see '.'Value" for 
exclusions). The ratio was computed 
separately for each .ur_1it and was rounded 
to the nearest tenth. In repof:ting value, 
respondents were . asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midp~ints 
of the value intervals were, used iri the 
computation of the value-income ratio, 
except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned 
for values less than $5.000 and a mean of 
$165,000 was assigned for .values of 
$150,000 or more .. For .income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Un_its occupied 
by families or primary in~ividuals who ~e
ported no income or a. net loss comprise 
the.category "not ~omputed." 

The 1977 income statiSticS tire· for the 
12 months prior to. the 'date of the.inter
view. For 1970, the income StatistiCs 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked.-For vacant units, the 
sales price is the amount asked for the 
property at the time of the interView and 
may differ from the price at which the 
property is sold. The statistics ·on· Sales 
price asked are shown only for vacant for' 
sale one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the 
property. 

'~ ~ ' ' 
Garage or carport on property.-The 
garage or carport mu~t be currently 
available for use by the oCcup~nts of tht! 
unit; ·i.e., members of the hous8hold can 
use it for·parkirlg even if it is currently 
used as a storage area for items such as 
lawn equipment or furniture. It may be 
attached to the house or it may b~ com- . 
pletely unattached,. but it. must be on the 
property. Excluded are garages or car
ports that .have been cOnvertBd. tO other. 
uses such as ·living quarters, an area"- u~d 
for business purposes, an 'area ''rented t~ 
someone else, or for sOme reaS~~ canriot 
be used for parking. 

Mortgage or debt status.-Mortgage status 
refers to one-family .homes and.· debt 
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status refers to mobile homes and trailers. 
Units wi~h no mortgage or similar debt 
outstanding O".' the property comprise the 
category ."owned free and clear." Also in· 
eluded in this category are housing units 
in w~ich the c;>wner has no mortgage but 
paYs .a. "grou~c;t rent"; that is, the occu
pant, owns the unit but leases, rents, or 
pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Mortgage status-The data are restrictec~ 
to owner-occupied, one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres without a com· 
mercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-ocrupied CoOperative 
and condominium units. A mortgage or 
similar debt refers· to all forms of debt 
where the property is pledged as secur· 
ity for payment of the debt. It in
cludes such debt instrumerits as deeds 
of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three 
arrangements, usually a third party, 

· known ·as the trustee, holds the title to 
the property until the·debt is paid. In 
the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller 
(vendor) reserves, in the. deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure 

· payment of the balance of the pur· 
chase price. Also included as a mort
gage or similar debt are contracts to 
purchase •. · 1and contracts, and lease
purchase agreements where the title to 
the property remains_ with the seller 
until the agreed upon 'payments have 

0

been made by thi!buyer. 

Debt status. -The data are limited to 
owner-?ccupied mo bi le homes and 
trailers on less than 10 acres. Units 

. where paymentS are being :made 
toward the purchase of the mobile 
home or trailer comprise the category, 
"Installment loan or contract." 

Mortgage. insurance.-The data are re
stricted to owner-occupied units with a 
moi-tgage or similar debt. In ~dition, 

the units must be one-family homes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial · 
es~ablishme~t or medi~I or qental office 
on the property. Owne_r-occupied co
operatives, condominiums, mobile homes, 
and tiailers are excluded· fiom the tabu
lations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial .Protec-. 
tion provided to the lender in case the 
borrower fails to keep up the require~ 
mortgage payments and defaults on the 
loan. Such insurance protection is.offered 
by both the Governmen.t. acting as .an in· 
surance ~gent, ~an~ by.,pr!vate.~r:!'~rtg~ge 

insurance comP.anies .. )he Federal gov~rn
me~t agencies that currently insure .or 
guarantee mortgages or. similar debts in
clude the Federal H<?using Administration 
(FHA), . the. Veterans' Administration 
(VA), and the Farmers Home Administra· 
tion. Mortgages or loans that are not i.n
sured or guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the 
Farmers Home AdminJstration are re
ferr~ to as "conve_ntional" mortgages. 
Mortgage debts insured or guaranteed by 
State or local . govemn:ient agencies ar~ 
not included in the category ."Insur~ by 
FHA, VA, or Farmers Home Administra- . 
tion". 

The Fede.ml Housing Administration 
insures loans on homes .. The Veterans' 
Administration guarantees or insure~ . 
l~ris under the Serviceman's Readjust· 
ment Act (G.l.Bill). The Farme.rs Home 
Administration provides much the same 
service as FHA, bUt confines its assistance 
to rural areas. 

Private mortgage insurance companies 
provide insurance protection to lenders so. 
that borrowers inay obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than 
noninsured loans. Downpayment and 
monthly payment are often. less than for 
noninSured loans bu't terms are generally 
longer and the borrower pays an insur
ance. premium as part of the monthly 
mortgage paynient. J"he· data on private 
mortgage inSui"ance is not sep~rable from 
data on othe·r conventional loans and is 
therefore included in the category "Not 
insured or insured by private mortgage in
surance." 

Real estate iaX8s last ·year.-The data are 
restricted .to owner-occupied, one-family 
homes on less than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude awrier-occupied . cooperatives, 
condominiums", mobile hOme~.. and 
trailers. "Real estate taxes last year" 
refers to the. total amount of all. real 
estate taxes payable on the entire prop-
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erty during the last billing period:' It in
clude"s State and local real estate taxes. 
NOt included are payments on delinquent 
taxes due from prio·r ·years or payments 
for 'special assessmerits, facilities, or serv· 
ices.: When the real estate· taxes are ·in· 
cluded···with' the"mcirtgage, 'a ·s.parate' 
amolint fo.r ~he tBxeS is obt8ined. 

In part C, the· mean real e"state taxes 
for last y~ar per $1,000 value of the prop, 
erty (house and lot) are presented. Hous-. 
.ing units'for which.no taxes are·paid ·are 
excluded from the computation· of the 
mean. 

Property insurance.-This refers to fire 
and hazard insurance;· that is, p61icies 
which protect· the unit and its contents 
against· loss due to damage by' fire, 
lightning, ·wind,· hail; :explosiO'n, etc: 
Homeciwners' policies ·are alSo included· 
since this type of insuran<:e has fire a~d. 
hazard insurance together' with r other 
types of. homeowner ·protecti~n such· as· 
liability: If the cost of the insurance was 
included' as part of the mortgage pay· 
ments; a separate amount for the" insur· 
ance was Obtained. 'The arriount of the 
insurance premium reported Was the 
amount pa"id for an entire 12·month 

. period even if made in two or more in-
stallments. Property-"insurance is shown 
only as a component of "Selected mon
thly ho.using costs" and. "Selected mon· 
thly housing costs as percentage of in· 
come." (See parts A, C, and E.) The data· 
are presented separately .for owner-occu
pied, one-family homes on. leS:s than 10 
acres· without a commercial establishment 
or medical or'dental·Office on:the Prop
e·rty and for owner-occupied. mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The. data exclude ow'1er-occupied co· 
operative.and condominium units. ·· · 

. - .. 
Selected monthly housing costs . .:... Th.• 
data are presented separately for owner· 
occupied, one-family homes on less th~n 
10 acres without ·a commercial establish·· 
ment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for·owner-occupied ·mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occUpied coop· 
erative and condominium units. ·separate 
distributions are shown for units "with a 
mortgage" and for units· "owned free 

and clear.'" Selei:ted monthly housing 
costs is the sum of pa_yme~ts for mortgage· 
or loan outstanding, · re~I estate taxes 
(including taxes 9n mobile home or trail
er site if the site is owned), property in· 
surance, utilities (electriCity, gas, water, 
and sewage disposal). fuel (oil~ coal, kero
sene, wood, etc,), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households that had a mortgage or 
similar debt but failed ·to , report the 
amount of their payment and/or those 
households that did not report their .real 
estate.taxes were included in the "not re
ported" category. Like"'Vise, for mobile 
homes and trailers, households that had 
an, installment loan or contract but failed 
to report. the-ir.loan payment and/or.their. 
taxes were also included in the "n.ot re· 
ported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as per
centage of income.-The. yearly housing 
costs (selected monthly housing costs 
multiplied by 12) are expressed as a per
centage o!-the total iiicome of the family 
or primary individual. This percentage is 
presented for the same owner-occupied 
units for which "selected ·monthly hous
ing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, 
see· "Selected monthly housing costs") . 
The percentage was computed separately 
for each unit and ·was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. For income and "selected 
monthly housing costs" the. dollar 
amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who re· 
ported no income or a net loss comp~i~e 
the category "not computed.'' . 

Households that did not report the 
amount of, .or did not pay mortgage or 
similar debt and/or real estate taXes were 
included in the "not reported" ·categci·rv. 

Acquisition of property. -This item in· 
dicates how the current owner acquired 
the property; i.e., whether by 'purchase 
or by nleans other than purchase. Data 
are presented for one-family homes· 
which are on less than 10 acres, ·Owned 
free and ciear and wif:hout a commercial 
establishment or ~edical or dental office 
on the property. 

Placed or assumed a mortgage. -Thi~ 
includes uriits where the preSent owri9r. 

. .•.: 

had to place one Or more new mort· 
gages. in order to obtain the property 
or assumed an existing mortgage on 
the propert'y. The intent is tO deter· 
mine whether the property was ever 
mortgaged by the present occupants 

·eVen though there was no mortgage at 
the time of the interview. 

Acquired through inheritance or gift.
This includes property acquired as a 
benef!ci~ry of an estate and property 
acquired through .a gift. 

Paid all cash.-ln these cases, the 
. owner paid cash for the total cost of 
the property and no mortgage or other 
similar debt was involved. 

Acquired in other manner.-This cate· 
gOry includes acquisitions of proper
ties through foreclosure, delinquent 
tax sale, corpor~te reorganization, or 
trade for another property. Also in· 
Cluded ·~re" those cases in which the 
owner acquired the p.roperty with bor
rowed funds (for all or part of the pur· 
chase price or cost of construction) 
and this loan was not secured by the 
property; i.e., a, mortgage, deed of 
trust, land contract, etc. 

Alteratiom and repairs during the last 12 
months.-The statistics refer to the 12 
months prior to the interview and are re
stricted , to owner-occupied, one-fa.mily 
harries on less than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. . 

The data are presented according to 
whether th.e alterations and repairs cost 
less than $200 or $200 or more. The total 
cost of the labor and materials was to be 
reported.' However, if the labor was per
formed by t_he occupants or provided 
without charge, only the cost of the 
materials was obtained. The cost pertains 
to a single ia;b; for example, if several jobs 
were done, .each costing less t_han $200 
but the sum total was over $200, it was 
repo.rted as costing less than $200 since 
none· of the jobs· by themselves cost 
$200 or more ... 

Additions. -Additions refer to floor 
5P'!"• built onto, above, or below an 
existing unit in order to increase the 
enclosed space within the house; for 
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example, a bedroom 9r basement 
added onto a house. It may, ~lso l;>,e 
construction of other buildings _on the 
property. The building, such as a 
garage, maY not ·necessarily be. at
tached. 

Alterations. - These are permanent 
changes made either to the .i.nside or 
outside of a structure. incluj::Jing · t~e 
surrounding grOunds. AlteratiOns ir:i· 
side the structure include any tvPe a·f 
reniodeling 'resulting · In · P.e~man_~rlt 
modification of space; far· e~anlp1e; 

·construction of a breakfast nook in a 
kitchen. It may involve c~mP1ete1y· re

modeling a .room·. such as a kitchen o; 
b3throom, or a· st_ru<:~ura1 Change·, s~ch 
as. separation of living and dinirig 

areas by a permanent room c;iivi.der. It 
may also_ include attached equipmen.f 
installed in the house for the first 
time: i.e .. bUilt·in' dish~ash.er. A1t~i-a·
tions outside the .structure consist of 
installing walk.s, driv~ways,' :fe'nce's". 
storm windows or doOrs. pl.ariting.tr~es 
or shrubbery, cir sw.imming -~ools built 
into the grouOd. 

Replacements:-This refers to·the com· 
p/ete s.ubstitu~ion of a n~ piece of 
fixed equipment, 
appliances for an 

surfac.ing, ·or ~lxed 
old item . that was 

previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace .or central air·conditio'ning 
system for one that no longer func
tioned properly. "EXcl~ded an~ appli-. 
ances such as c.10thes washers, refrig
erators .. or window air:condi~~C?ne·rs~. 
Repairs. - This refers to jobs necessary 

• ., ... ' ~:i·-

for maintenan.ce and preventive i::aie of 
the structure, property~ Or fixed equip
ment; for example, painting, papering, 
floor sanding, me~ding. Water PiPes, 
and replacing parts of large equipment 

•. • F ··: 

such as a furnace valve. ...... 
Plans for improvemerlts during· the 'next 
12 . months.-This item· Is r~striCte8 to 
owner-occupied, on.e-family" homes on 
less than 10 acres without a. C:6ninie'rcial 
establishment or medical Or dentcil office· 
on the proPerty. This item ~efers.·to the 
respondent's plans, if any, to make ·im
provements on. the property (additions, 
alterations, replacements, or . -repairs) 
during the. 12-month period .following 
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the interview and whether the labor and/ 
or mater~als f~r any one job would cost 
more or less than $200. 

Purchase. price of mobile home.-This 
item refers to -owner-occupied mobile 
ho~es 3nd trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Thf p'urchase price is the total cost of 
the mobile home or trailer at the time . . 
of purchas~ including the downpayment 
but exciuding s[te costs or closing costs. 
The "nOt purchased;, category refers to 
niobile honies ahd trailers that were not 
pUrchased by ariy occupant of the unit; 
fo.r e~ahiple~ if th~ unit was acquired as a 
gift.' 

Yecir ·mobile home acquired.-This item 
pertains to owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
"Year acquired" is the calendar year that 
the current owner took possession of the 
mobile. _home or trailer, ·not the year 
the mobile hom.e or. trailer was manu
factured. "Acquired" includes purchase 
as_ well as other forms of taking possession 
such as inheritance, gift, trade, and 
forecloSure. 

Mobile. ·hOme a~quired new.-The data 
p_ertain to owner-occupied m6bile homes 
and trailers on less ·than 10 -acres. "Ac
quired new'.' means that no other person 
or" family· lived in· the mobile home or 
used it for a business, etc., before the 
present owner acquired it. 

·Contract rent.-Contract rent is the 
·monihly ·rent agreed to, or contracted 
-for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or 
services are included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes and mo
bile honies and· trailers on 10 acres or 
more. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown sep
arately. as "no cash rent" in the rent·tabu
lations. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent, termed 
"gross rent," is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cast of utilities 
(electricity;. gas, water) and fuels (oil, 
coal,kerosene, wood, etc.) if these items 
are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else,· such as a relative, wel
fare agericy, Or friend) in addition to..rent. 

'. ' 

Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to, or c·ontr~cted for, regardless· of ~n,y 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
~ included. Thus, gross rent is intend.ed 
to eliminate 'differentials which result 
from varying practiCes in the inClusion of 
utilities and fuel as part of the rental pay
ment. The estimated cost_s· ~f· ~ate~· ~nd 
fuels are reported on a yearly basis ~ut 
they are converted 'o morithly figures. in 
the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
family houses on 10 acres or m.o're. 
Renter units occupied without paymerit 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabu.lations. 

Grass rent in nons~bsidized housing.
The 9ross re~t for nonsubsidiz~ ho~sing· 
units excludes units reported in ,publiC 
housing projects, units' with Federal, 
State, o~ local government rent subsidies; 
as well as one-family homes 'on 10 acres 
or more. Data on nonsubsidized units ih 
this repc~>rt are not based an. governnlent 
or local r.ecbrds; ihe figures are, therefore, 
subject- to the ability of a respondent to . 
properly classify the unit as subsidized a·r 
nonsubsidized ho1:1sing .. 

GrOss rent as percentage of incoine.-The 
.Yearly gross ·rent (monthly gioss ren.t 
multiplied by 12) is expressOd as a per
centage of the total income of the fariiily 
or primary individual. The ·percentage 
is pre'sented tor the same re.nter-occUpied 
un.its' f0r whic~ gross ~ent Was tab~lated; 
thus, the statistics on gross rent as per
centage of. in~ome reflect 'the exClusion of 
certain renter-occupied units_. The per
centage was computed separately for 
each 'unit ar1d was rounded to ·the ~earest 
Whole riumbef. ·For gross· rent and in
come, the do.liar amounts were used in 
the computatiOn. Units for which ~~cash 
.rent was paid an~t'units occupied.by fami
lies or prima,Y individuals who rePort'ed 
no income or a net las~ comprise the 
category "not computed." 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 m6nths prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969.' 

Gross rent in nOnsubsidized housing as 
percentage of income·.-This item was 
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comPuted ·in the same mahner as "gross 
rent as percentage of income" except- that 
rents and infomes for pUblic and sub
sidized housing units ·were· excluded. 
-Data on nonsubsidized units· in this re
port are not based on government or 
local records; they are,· thereto.re, sub
ject to the ability of a· respondent to 
prop~rlx· classi·fy·the unit as subsidi?e9 or 
nonSubsidized housing. 

lnciusion . .in rent~ (par~ing facilitie~; gar
bage ai:id trash collection, and furniture).
~ounts are shown separately fOr units in 
which parking facilities, garbage and.t_rash 
collection, .and furniture are iricluded in - ... .. . 
the rent. The data are.restricted to renter· 
occupied l;lnits for Which cash rent is paid 
and e'xclude on:e-tamily homes on 10 
acres or more. 

" 
Parking facilities:-The statistics refer 
to off-street parking ··faciliti~s which 
are available .in connection with the 
building. The facilitie.s are provided by 
the landlord or ,management and i:nust 
be available without additional cost to 
the.renter.·The parking facility may be 
a garage, carport, driveway, or open 
lot Y'fhere the occupant may park his 
car off the street. 

Garbage and trash collection.-lncluded 
are units which have garbage and 

;. trash ·collection· service available in 
connecti?n with the building. The 
Service may be -public or private and 
must be available without additional 
cost to the renter. '1t the garbage (food 
waste)' i_s collected by· one compa~y 
and the irasli (pciper, cans, etc.) by 
another, the data ·refer to the garbage 
collection service." ln-tableS 3, 6, and 9, 
separate counts are also shown for 

·. renter-occupied units reporting addi
tional amounts paid for garbage and 
trash colleCtion·service. 

Furniture. - The statistics refer to furn
ished apartments or houses in which 
the management supplied major pieces 
of furniture Such as a bed, sofa, cheSt 
of drawers, and table and chairs for 

. the use·of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
cooking range·-or stove, lamps, and 
rugs . are not considered ·furniture. 
Units in .which the occupant.s rent 

furniture from some source other than 
the management are not clasSified as 
furnished units. 

Rent asked.-For vacant units, the rent is 
the a'mount as.ked for the unit at the time . ,,. ... ' 

of the interview and may differ from the 
rent co_r1tracted for when the l:'nit was 
occupied. The data are for vacant, year
round ' units tOr rent, exCludinQ one
family ham~· on 10 acres or more. The 
median rent asked is sh~wn separ~tely 
for units in which the rent includes pay
m'erit for utilities (electricity, gaS, a~d 
water) and fUels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
Wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also 

· shown for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities and fuels, as well as 
garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing.
A housing unit is classified as being in a 
"public housing project" if the structure 
_in which- the unit is located is owned· by 
a local housing authority or other public 
agency, such as a housing and redevelop
ment authority or a housing development· 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State government but 
the local agency owns the property. All 
other housing units are classified as 
"priv.ate housing." 

Private housing units are further classi
fied by_ whether the unit is subsidized; 
that i~. the respondent pays a lower rent 
becat:ise a Federal, State, or l.ocal govern
ment .. prog~am pays part of th.e cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or 
operating .expenses. These programs in
clude (1) the interest subsidy programs of 
the Department of Housir_ig and Urb~n 
Development- (HUD) for _rental and co· 
operative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program 
where part of the ren.t for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD. and (3) 
the direct loan program of HUD for hous
ing the elderly. _ 

The statistics on public or subsidized 
housing exc_lude.one-family homes on 10' 
acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In actdi
tion, the data are not based.on. govern-

ment or local ·records; the figures are, 
therefore, si.ibject to the ability of a re
spondent to properly classify "his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi· 
dize~ or nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who. occupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count· of households 
is the s&me as the count of occupied 
housing units. 

Head of household .-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head"; 
that is, the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household,
~owever, if a married woman liyirig with 
her husband is reported as the head. her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

. .- ' . 

H~us~hold comPosition or type of house
··hold.-Statistics by age of head are pre
sented separ'ately for two-or-more-person 
hou~eholds and f0r one-PersOn houSe- . 
holds. Ho.useholds having tWo or more 
persons are further sUbdivided as follows: 

Male h8ad, wife present, no nonrela
tives. -Each household in this group 
conSists of the head and his wife, and 
other -:>ersOns, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. In parts B and F. the 
category "husband-wife" consists of 
the head and hiS wife and all other· per- · .. 
sons oc~pyi~g the unit whether or 
not they ·are related to the head. 

· Othe;: ;,,ale head:-This category in
cludes hou

0

seholds with male heads 
who are marrieO, but With wife absent 
beCause of separation or other reason 
where husbBnd and wife maintain sep
arate residences; and male heads who 
are· widowed, divorced, or single. In 
parts A,-C, D, and E, this category in· 
eludes households with male head, 
wife present and nonrelatives living 
with them. In parts Band F, all "male 
head,· wife present" households are in
cluded in the "husband-wife" cate
gory. 

Female head.-This grou_p comprises 
households with female heads regard
less of their marital status. Included 
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are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families;. for 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on military installati.ons. 

Households consisting of only one per· 
son are shown separately as "one-person 
households" and are not includep in the . 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head." • 

Family or 'primary individual.-HoUsing 
units are occupied by either "families" 
or "primary individuals." The term 
"family" refers to the head of a house
hold an9 all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same househ~ld who are 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. If the head lives alone. or 
with nonrelatives only_, then the head 
is considered a "primary individual." 

M_arried couples rel3ted to the he.ad ·of 
a family are included in the fainily afl<;J 
are not considered as separate familieS. A. 
lodger, servant, or other persons u"nre
lated to the head is considered a m_erTiber 
of the household b~t not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composi· 
tion, families are always included irl one 
of the three major groups of· two-or
more-person households. Primary ·indi
viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tabulated as "other male head" or 
"female head." Primary individuals living 
alone are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily.-A subfan:tily is a· married 
couple with or without children, qr one 
parent with one or more own . single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house· 
hold or his wife. The most c.ommon ex
ample of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's 
or wife's parents. 

~ge of head.-The age classification re
fers to the age reported for the head of 
the household as of that person's . last 
birthday. 

Persons 65 years old end over.-All per
sons, including the head, who are members 
of the household and are 65 years old and 
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over, are included in the count of persons 
65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on.presence of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child urlder 18 
years old is define.ii. as. an "own" ·child 

·if he or she is a sing.le (never married) son, 
·daughter, stepchild, or adapted. child 
of a household head. Own children of 
subfaf!!ilies are excluded from· the .total 
.count of o~n children. 

Other relative of head.-Th is category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood, ma.rriage, or adopti;on .except wife 
or child of head and members of sub-
families. ,. 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are .included 'in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head.
The statistics refer to the highest grade 
of regular school completed and not to 
the highest grade attended. For persons 
still attending school, the highest grade 
completed. is. one. less than the one in -
which they are currently enrolled. "Reg
ular" school refers to formal education 
obtained 'in" graded public, private; or 
parochial schools, colleges, universities, or 
professional schools, whether day or 
night school, and whether attendance was 
full or part time. That is, "regular school
ing" is formal education which may ad
·vance a person toward an elementary 'or 
high school diploma, -or college, univ~r
sity, or professional school degree. 
SchoOling or tutoring in other than regu· 
lar' schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained ·are regarded as transferable to 
a ·school in the· regular .school system. 
Household heads whose highest grade 
completed was in a 'foreign school system 
or in an ungraded school were instructed 
to 'report the approximate equivalent 
grade ·(or years) in the regular United 
States school system. They were not re
ported.as having completed a given grade 
if they dropped out or failed to pass 

the· last grade attended. Education . re
ceived in the following types of schools is 
not counted as "regular schooling." 
Vocational schools, trade' schools, busi
ness schools, and n·on~redit adult educ3; 
tion classes .. 

... . ,. ·, ~ 

Me.ans of transportation and distance and 
travel time to work.-The statistics are 
restricted to household heads who had a 
job the week prior to the interview. A 
job is defined as a definite ari"angemeiit 
for regular part-time or full-time·work for 
pay every week or every month. Heads 
'who do not report to the same place of 
work eV~ry day comprise the "No fixed 
place of work" category. 

• 
Head's principal means of transp.ona-
tion to ·work.-lf different means of 
transportation are used on different 
days, the means used most often is 
recorded. If more than one· means of 
trarisportation is used each day, the 
means covering the grea~est distance is 
recorded. A "carpool" is where one or 
more ·persons regularly ride i~ the car 
with the head; the head may share 
driving, drive others, or ride with 
someone, else. The category "mass 
transportation" inc;ludes railroad, sub
way, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetca~. 

Distance from home to work.-: The 
statistics refer to the one-way distance 
the head of' household travels from 
home to work. .' 

Travel time from home to work. - The 
da~a refer to the average time it takes 
the h·ousehold head to travel one-way· 

·from home to.work. 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions. on in
cor:ne for the 12 months prior to the in
terview and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employmen·t income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or w"elfare payments, and all 

. other money income. The figures repre· 
sent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income 
taxes, Social Security, union dues, bond 
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Ii purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to 
the money income of the fa~ily or pri· 
mary indiVidual occupying the housing 
u~it; i.e., the sum of the income of the 
head of the family and all other members 
of :the family 14 years old and over, or 
the income of the primary individual. 
Incomes of persons living in the unit 
but not related to the head of the house· 
hold are not included in th iS sum. 

· Wage or- salary income is defined as the 
total money earnings received for Wark 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the 12·month period prior to the 
interview .. It includes wages, salaries, 
piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, 
c8sh bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net 
money income (gross receipts ~inus 

operating expenses} received from a busi
ness, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which. t~e person was self
employed. 

Social Security or railroad ·retirement 
income includes cash receipts of . Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per· 
sons, dependents-- of d.eceased insured 
workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S .. Government under the 
Railroad. Retirement Act are also in· 
eluded. Separate .Payments received for 
hospital or other. medical care are not 
included. 

Income from all other sources includes 
money income received from sources 

such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income. (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts· from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs, such as old age assistance~ aid 
to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unem· 
ployment insurance benefits; money -re
ceived for transportation and/or subsis-. 
tence by persons participating in special· 
governmental training progr.ams such as · 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development ·and Training 
Act; workmeri's compensation cash bene
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Adniinistration to disabled members of· 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of de· 
ceased veterans; public or priv~te pen-_ 
sions; periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony _Or child 
support from persons who ar~ not mem~ 
bers of the household; iiet gambling gains; 
and nonservice scholarships and fellow· 
ships. 

Receipts from the following source~ 

were not included as income: Value of 
income "in kind," such as free living 
quarters, housing subsidies, food stamps, 
or food produced .and consumed in the 
home; money received from the sale of 
property (unless the recipient Was en
gaged in the business of selling such prop
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with· 
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lumP: 
sum insurance payments. inheritances, 
and other types of lump·sum receipts. 

! 

The income statistics and the charac
teristics of the household refer to differ
ent periods in time. For 1977, t_he income 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the 

. interView and the household characteris
tics refer to the date of the interview. For 
1970, income data refer to the calendar 
year 1969, but the household character
istics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
income does not include amounts re
ceived by persons who were members of 
the. family during all or part of the in
come period if these persons no longer 

·resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family in· 
come includes amounts reported by re
lated persons who did not reside with the 
family during the entire income period 
but who were members of the family at 
the time ·at the interview. For most 
~amilies, ·however, the income reported 
was received by persons who were mem
bers of the family throughout the income 
period. 

There may be significant differences in 
the income data between the Annual 
Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For exam
ple, the time period for income data in 
the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 mOnths prior to the interview while 
other income data generally refer to the 
calendar-year prior to the date of the in
terview. Additional differences in the in
come data may· be attributed to factors 
such ·as the various ways income ques
tions are asked, the sampling variability 
and nonsampting errors between the An
nual Hoµsing Survey and other Bureau 
surveys and censuses, survey .Procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro. 
cedures. 
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·Area Classifications and Definitions and Explanations 
of Subject Characteristics 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS .. App·2 

Urban'and rural residence • App-2 

. Fann-nonfarm ·residence . • . . . • App-2 

Counties ; . . : . . . . • . . . . . . App-2 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas . . . . . • . . . . . . . . ·. App-2 

OEFINITIONS ANO EXPLANA· 
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARAC!ERISTICS .. '\. . . . App-2 

General. . . . . . . . . . . , . App-2 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1976 Annual 
Housing Surveys. . . . . App-2 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data. . App-3 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Population data . ApP,.3 

Comparability with othe~ 
current reports .. App:a 

Living Quarters •• 

Housing units ••• 

. ''App-4 

Group quarters .. ·. · ... 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels, rooming houses, etc: 

Institutions ........ . 

Yea~·round housing units .. 

Changes in the Housing lnveOtory 

Units add&d by new construc-
tion .............. . 

AjJp-4 

App-5 

App-5 

App·5 · 

App·5 

App-5 

App-5 

Units lost from the inventory . App-5 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster . . . . . . . . App-5 

Units lost through other 
means·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . App-6 

Unspecified units . : . . . . . . App-6 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac-
teristics. . . . . . . ..•• 

Occupied housing units. 

Race .••..•.. 

Spanish origin , 

Tenure .... . 

Site tenure .. . 

Previous occupancy ..... . 

· Cooperat~es and condom in· 
iums. . . :· •.... .. 

Reason for no-cash-rent 
occupancy ....... . 

Duration of occupancy. . . 

Year head moved _into unit .. . 

Recent movers. ........ . 

Present and previous units of 
recent mo'fets ...... . 

Same oi different head .. . 

Main reason for move into 
present unit ... , , .. 

Home owneiship . . . . . . • 

Owner or manager on property 

App·& 

App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App~7 

App·7 

App·7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

· App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

Vacant housing units ..•..• ··App-8 

Vacancy status • . . . . . . . App-8 

Hom~ner vacancy rate App-9 

Reiltal vacancy rate. . . . App-9. 

. Duration of vacancy . . . App-9 

Utilization Characteristics . . App-9 

Persons. . . . . . . . . . . App-9 

Rooms . . . . . . . .• _. App-9 

Persons per room . . . App-9 

Bedrooms . . . . . . - . . . . . App-9 

Structural Characteristics . . . . App-10 

Complete kitchen facilities. . . App-10 

Condition of kitchen facilities .. App-10 

Basement ....... . 

Year structure built •. 

Units in structure ... 

Elevator in structure . 

Stories between main and 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

apartment entrances. . . . App-10 

Storm windows, storm doors. 
and attic or roof insulation. App-10 

Mobile homes anchored with 
tiedowns or oiher means . . App-11 

In group !'f 6,or more mob!le 
homes ............ ,. . APP-:11 

Roof ............ : . . App-11 

ln_terior ceilings and walls . • . App-11 

Interior floOrs, •.... -·. . . . ApP.11 

Selected structural deficiencies 
and wish to move _ . : . . .. 

Overall opinion of stru.ctura . ·. 

Common stairways . . . . . . 

Light fixtures in public halls .. 

Electric wiring ... , , ... . 

Electric wall outlets. .... . 

Electric fuse blowouts .. 

Parking facilities. ..... : .. 

Plumbing Characteristics .. 

Plumbing facilities·.·.' -

Compllite bathrooms .. 

Source of water or water 
supply ••.••••.••••• 

Availability of piped water .. 

·.Sewage disposal .. 

Flush toilet .... 

Equipment ~nd Fuels. 

Telephone available .. 

Heating eQuipment . : 

Insufficient heat: ... ·. ~. 

Air conditioning ..... . 

Automobiles and trucks 
available ...... ., .. 

Fuels used for house heating 
and cooking . . . . . . . . . 
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App-11 

Apj;-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

APp-12 

App-12 

App-~2 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

Aj,p-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

Owned second home .• 

Services and Neighborhood 
Conditions . . . . . . - .. 

Garbage collection service .• 

Exterminator service ..... 

Neighborhood conditions and 
' neighborhood services. . . . . 

Financial Characteristics ... . 

Value .......... , ...•• 

Value-income ratio ...... . 

Sales price asked . • . . • •. 

G8rage or cai-Port on property. 

Mortgage or debt st8!us · ... . 

Mortgage in~rance ..... . 

Re~I ~state taxes last year . . , . 

Property insurance ...... . 

Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income .. . 

~ · Acquisition of prope;ty .. . 

Alterations and repairs during 
the last 12 months ..... . 

Plans for improvements during 
the next 12 months ..... . 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile ~ome acquired , . 

Moi!ile home acquired new 

Contract rent ....•.... 

Gross rent ........... . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing ........ , .. . 

"Gross rent as percentage of 
income . . . . . . . . . .. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing as percentage of 
inc01J1e .....•... • ...•• 

Inclusion in rent (parking fa
cilities, garbage and trash col· 
lection, and funiture) ..•. 

Rent asked .......... . 

'Public, private, or subsidized 
housing ............ . 

· Household Characterisiics .. . 

Household ....... , .. 

Head of household ... . 

Household composition or 
type of household ..... 

Family or primary individual 

Subfamily ........... . 

Age of head . . . . . . . . . " ·. 

Persons 65 years old and over . 

Own children ...... . 

Other relative of head .. 

Nonrelative ....... . 

Years of school completed by 
head ........... , .. 
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Household Characteristics-Continued 

Means of transportation and 
distance anl;I travel time to 
work ·• • . • . • • • • . • • · . App-20 

Income. . . . • . . . • . . . • . App-20 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE' 1977 : • . • • App·22 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

. . 
Urban and rural residence.-Urban hous-
ing comprises all housing units in urban
ized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabi· 
tants or more outside urbanized areas. 
More specifically, urban housing consists 
of all housing units in (a) places at 2,500° 
inhabitants or more incorporated as 
cities, villages, boroughs (exeept Alaska)_; 
and towns (except in the New England 
States, New Yor~. and Wisco"nsin), but 
excluding those housing units in the rural~ 
portions of extended cities;, (b) unincor
porated places of 2,500 inhabitants· or 
more; and (c) · other territory, incor
porated or unincorporated, included in 
urbanized areas.· Housing units not classi
fied as urban Constitute rural housing. 
Information on the historical develoP
ment of the urban-rural definition ap
pears in the 1970 Population Census 
PC( 1 )·A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey •. the 
urban and rural residence classification of 
the housing units is the same as in the 
1970 census: 

Farm-nonfarm residence.-ln rural areas, 
occupied housing units are subdivided 
into rural-farm housing, which comprises 
all rural units on. farms, and rural-non
farm housing, which comprises the_ re
maining rural units. Occupied housing 
units are classified as farm ·units if they 
are located on places of 10.or more acreS 
from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more during the 
12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of ·farm products amounted. 
to $250 or more during the 12-month 
period prior to the interview. Occupie_d 
units in rural territory which do.not meet 
the definition for farm ·housing are classi-
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fied as nonfarm. All vacant units in rural 
areas also are classified· as norifarm. 

Counties 

Th0 'primary divisions of most of the 
States are termeO counties'; in Louisiana, 
thf corresponding areas are termed ·par
ishes. Alaska has no, counties; in this 
State, areas designated aS Census div.isions 
hciVe been defined for generar statistical 
pUrPoses by the State in cooperatiOn with 
the Census Bureau <ind are~ tr'Cated as 
~aunty equivalents. FoUr Stcites (Mary
·land, Missouri, 

0

Nevada, and Virginia) con·
tain one or more cities that are inde
pendent of·any county; for statistical pur
poses, these independent cities are treated 
as county e.quivalents.' 

Standard MetrOpolitan Statistical Areas 

The. definitions. of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
.Washington, D.C. 2040i After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 ,;;ere.de· 
tined. in January 1968 ~nd an addition~! 
13 were defined in February 1971 on the 
basis of the. results of the .1970 census. 
Changes in ~MSA . definition crit~ria, 

boundaries, and titles made after Febru· 
ary 1971 are not reflected in this series of 
reports. SMSA's are d.etined by the Office 
of Management and Budget (formerly 
Bu.re au of the Budget). ._.. 

Except in the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or gro,up of conti9u~u~ ·counties 
.which contains at least one city· of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "tWin·cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city qr cit_ies, contig
_uous counties are included in an _SMSA if, · 
according. to certain. c~it~ria, .they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the -central city .. In the NewEngland 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. 

1

Each SMSA must in
clude at least . one central city, and the 

· comple.te title of an SMSA identifies the 

central city or cities. Fqr a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bur~au of the Budget 
publication cited above. ,1, _. 

l_n, this r~port, figur~s fa~ "i~ ~n1:ral 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal ·city. boundaries. For a ,fe.w cen~ 
tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATiONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General .. 
As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1977 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by personal interview. The 
suivey interv-ifWers were instructed to 
reBd the questions direct!Y. from the ques
tion.r::iaire. The definiti_?ns and explana· . 
tions given for each subject are, to a con-. 
siderable extent, drawn from. various 
technical and procedural _materials used in 
the colleCtion of the data. This material 
helped the field interviewers to under-· 
stand more fully the intent of each ques
·tion and thUs to resolve. Problem or un
usual cases. Additional explanatory infor
mation has been added to this portion of 
the text to' assist the user in understand
_ing the statistics. 

. Comparability with 1S73 ·through 1976 
Anf!ual Housing Surv~ys.~Most of the 
concepts and definitions used in the , 
1973 through 1.977 reports are essentially 
the same. However, th~re are significant 
differences in the measurement of losses 
from 1970 between the 1973 report and 
the 1974 throug.h 1977 reports. In the 
1974 through 1977 ;reports, the data 
ref~r to losses of individual housing units, . 
but, in 1973, a housing unit was counted 

·as a loss only when the -whole structure . 
in which the unit was located was lost 
from the inventory .. , In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1977 reports is'the 1970 census 
unpublished tabulations; however, the 
1970 data in the 1973 report .are from 
both published and unpublished tabula· 
tions. 

Additional differences, if any; are dis
cussed under the particular subject later 
in the section. Because of the relatively 
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small '·sample size, particular care should 
be taken in making year .to year compari
sons,' especially where there are small 
differences between the figures (see 
appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Hous
ing ~ata.-The concepts and definitions 
are· essentially the same for items that 
appear .in both the 1970 census and the 
1977 survey. 

· There is a major dffference, however, 
in the time peri6d of the "recent mover" 
classification (see parts D and E. of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, 
"fecent movers" are· hoUseholds ~that 
moved into. their unit during the '12 
months prior to the interview, ·a time 
period. of 1 year or less; In the 1970 Cen
sus of Housing reports, different time 
periods were used. In Volume.JI, Metro
politan.Housing Characteristics, the short
est time period for "year moved ·into 
unit,"· is "1969 to March 1970" ·11 1/4 
years); in Volume IV,. Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to 
December 1970 {approximately 2 years); 
and in Volume.VII, No. 5, Mover House· 
holds, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

. Other definitional differences, if any, 
are discussed under the particular subject. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing Survey data and ·the 
1970 census data may be attributed to 
several- factors. These include the exten-_ 
sive use of self-enumeration in the census 
in contrast to personaf interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in 
processing procedures; the estimation 
procedures and sample designs; the ·Sam
pling variability of the estimates from the 
Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller ex
tent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the 
Annual Housing Survey estimates; and 

·the nonsampling errors associated with 
the census data. 

· Statistics on counts and characteristics 
of" changes in the housing inventory be· 
tWeen the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 
selected SMSA's in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of In-

', · ventory Change. In volume IV the data 

are based on information for a sample 6t 
housing units enumerated in late 1970 as 
part of the 1970 census. Data are pro
vided for such components of change tie. 
tween 1960 and 1970 as new construc
tion, conversions, other additions, demo
litions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that we"re the same in 1960 and in 
1970. 
· In parts A and E of this series, data for 

some of these components are shown; 
i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses• (some other 
means). The 1977 data on new construc
tion were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units ·selected .from. building 
permits. The 1970 Components of Inven
tory Change data were obtained from the 
1970 census tabulations of the "year 
structure built" item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later Were classified as 
added by "new construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," 
"mortgage in~rance," "real estate taxes 
last year," ·~selected monthly housing 
costs," and "a(:quisition of property" are 
presented in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume V, Residential Finance. In vol
ume V, the data are based on information 
collected for a sample of houSing units in 
the Reside,ntial Finance Survey which was . 
conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 
census. The 1971 report provided data on 
the financing of homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the 
mortgages, properties, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the data in this report and 
volume V include the following. The 
basic unit of tabulation in this report is 
the housing unit; in volume V, it is the 
property. Data on mortgage status and 
mortgage insurance in th is report are 
based. on the occupant's answer; in vol~ 

ume V, mortgage status and mortgage .in
surance were verified by the lender. In 
this report, real estate taxes ·and selected 
monthly housing costs reflect the total 
amount of real -estate taxes and housing 
costs, excluding special assessments. In 

' volume V. the tabulations for real estate 
taxes and selected monthly housin.g costs 
include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Popu
lation data:-ln the 1970 census, data for 

"years of school completed" were based 
on respOnses to two questions-the high

est grad~ or year of regular school.each 
household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completf'.td. 
In the 1977 Annual Housing Survey, data 
for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question
the highest grade or year of regular 
school completed by the head.Therefore,. 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey may 
overstate the education level of the head 
of the household; that is, respondents 
f!lBY have reported the grade or year the 
head was currently enrolle.d in·or had last 
been·enrolled in whether or not the grade 
or year was completed. 

c.omparability with other current re
ports.-This series of reports c.ontains in
formation similar to that contained in 
some of the other current Census Bureau 
reports, such .as the Current Housing 
Report, Housin'g Vacancies, the Current 
Population Reports, and the Current Con
stru'ction Report~, published by ·the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of pr.o· 
ce~ural differences. mentioned ,below, 
care should be taken when comparing 
data from the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other 'currerit surveys. 

Comparability with Housing - Vacancy 
Survey.-Data on vacancy rates and char
acteristics of vacant units from the Hous· 
ihg Vacancy Survey are available for the 
United States by inside and ou'tSide stand
ard metropolitan statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey, with a sample size of 
approximately 58,000 units (interviews 
obtained for approximately 55,000 occu
pied and vacant housing units), is con
ducted monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current 
Population Survey. Data are published 
quarterly and annually in Current Hous
ing Reports, Series H· 111, Housing 
Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used· in 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the ·same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as sampling variability, nonsampling 
errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedure·s. 
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Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population Survey.-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 desig
nated sample units. From the data col
lected in the Curre~t Population Survey, 
the Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house
hold and family characteristics,.mobiJity 
of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions 
used in th is report are essentially the 
same as thoSe used in the Current Popula
tion Reports, ~nd. the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
Population Survey is the same, there· is a 
major difference irl the concept of 
"mover." In parts D a~d E .• household 
heads that moved· into their units during' 
the 12 months prior to the interview are 
classified as "recent movers." In the Cur
rent Population Survey, individuals whose 
current place of residence is different' 
from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There are al~9 likely to be significant 
differences in the data on income and 
years of school completed. ·The time 
period covering income is different in this 
series of reports because income data 
cover the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview while the income data in 
the Current Population Survey refer to 
the calendar year prior to the date ·of the 
il"!terVlew .. There are also significant dif
fe.re~ces i~ the way incOme questions are 
asked. For "years of school completed by 
head," the differences cited in the sec· 
tion, "Comparability with 1970 Census 
of Population data," also apply. to the 
Current Population Survey. 

· Additional differences between the 
1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Current Population Survey may be attri· 
buted to factors such as the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors of the 
figures from the two surveys, survey pro
cedures and techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership.-The 
1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership 
is a sample survey covering approximately 
20,000 of the designated sample units in 
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ihe 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on-ownership, availability, 
and recent purchases of automobiles and 
other vehicles,· television sets, and se
lected major household appliances. Infor
mation on the price paid is obtained for 
recently purchased items. The.data can be 
o_btained .by writing to the Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 
20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in. the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, 1:he 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the Survey of 
Purchases and Ownership reflect the num
ber of such vehicles that are owned or 
being bought by a member of the family. 
The data collected in the Annual Housing 
Survey reflect .the number of automobiles 
and trucks owned or regularly uwd by 
any member of the househ?ld, including 
nonrelatives. Additional differences may 
be attributed to such factors as estima· 
tion procedures, sampling variability, and 
nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports· from . the 
Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. - The 
Census Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title, Current Construc
tion Reports. The data for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Con
struction and Survey of Residential Alter
ations and R~pai_rs. 

The Survey of Construction consists 
of approximately 16,000 permit-issuing 
places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current 
data on housing starts and completions, 
construction authorized by building per
mits, housing units authorized for demoli~ 
tion in permit-issuing places, new one
family homes sold and for sale, character
istics of new .housing, and value of r:1CW 

construction put in place .. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ _, 
from some of tHose used in the Survey of 
Construction. The major differerice is 
that the Survey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing 
units in various stages of construction 

through compl.etion. The Annual Hous- · 
ing Survey shows. counts an~ character,
istic~ of .the existing,_housing inventory. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing !?,urvey and the Su.rvey 
of Construction may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability 
and nonsampl.ing errors of the figu.res 
from the two surveys. surveY procedures 
and techniqu~s. and processing pro
cedures. 

The Survey of Residentiaf Alterations 
and Repairs is a sample surve,Y of approx i
mately ~.500 designated o~ner-occupie_d 
properties. The surv_ey co!J.ects .data on 
expenditures by property owners for up
keep and_ improvement of residential 
properties. including renter-occupied 
housing units, single as well as mult.iunit 

structures, and units on 10 ~cres or more. 
The data on alterations and.repairs in thi_s 
report are restricted to on~-family homes 
on less than 10 acres and no .business on1 
property. For additional i~formation on 
the Surv~y of Residential Alterations and 
Repairs, see Current Constri.Jction Re
ports, ·Series C50, Residen~ial Alterations 
and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as ,either 
housing units or group quar_ters. usually' 

. livin"g quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g.; a one-family 
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living quarters may ~Isa be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use 

· (e.g., the rooms in a wa~fhouse where a 
watchman lives), 'as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and-.old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group -of rooms, or· a 
single room occupied or intended for oc
cupancy as. separate living quarters. 
Separate living quarter.s are those in 

. which the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the st~ucture 
and which have either (1) direct aca;ss 
from .the outside of the building or 
through a common hall which is used or 
intended to be.used by the occupants of 
another unit or by the general public or 
(2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
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exClusive use of the occupants. Theo~~
pants may be .a single family. one person' 
living alone, two or more families li_ving 
together, or any other group of related or 
un'relat~d persons who share ·living ar
rangements (except as described in. the 
section on . group quarters),. -For vacant 
units, the criteria of separateness,.direct 
access, and complete k~tchen facilities 
for excrusive use are applied to the in
tended occupants whenever possible. If 
the information'. cannot ·be obtained, the 
criteria are applied to the previous o.ccu
pants. Both occupied arid vacant hous
ing units are included in l:he housing in
ventori~ excePt that mobile hemes,' trail
ers, tents, caves, boats, railroad carS, and 
the like, are included only if they are 
occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters . are 
living . arrangements . for institutional 
inmates or· for other groups containing 
five or more· perSo.ns not reiated to the 
person in charge. Group quarters ;.are 
located most frequently in ·institutions, 
bi:>arding. houses, military barraCks;. col
lege ·dormitories, fraternity ·and sorority 
houses, hospitals, m_onasteries~. convents, 
and ships. A· house or apartment is Con
sidered· group quarters if it is shared by 
the person in charge and ·five or .. more 
~honreiaiives, ~,", if there i~ nO Pers~n in 
CharQe, by_six o~ more unrelated·P~rsons. 
lnform~tion on the housing ctia~acter
istics Ot group quarters was not Collected. . . . 

Rul8s for mobile homes, hotels, rOO~ing 
houses,. etc.-Mobile homes. or triiiiers, 
tents, boitts_. or railroad cars_ are no~ ~ori
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

. Occupied ro~ms or suites. of roo~s in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are clas
sified as housing units only when o~cu
pied by permanent residents; i.e.;persons 
Who consider the hotel as their . usual 
place ·at residence or have no usual place 

· of. residence elsewhere. Vacant-rooms or 
suites of rooms are classified as housing 
units orily if located in hotels, motels; 
and similar places in which 75 percent or 
more of the accommodations ·are occu
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or boarding house live and eat separately 

tra:m everyo~e else in the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
~itchen facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. The remaining qi..Jarters are com
bined. If the combined quarters contain 
four. or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the 
tlead or person in charge, they are classi
!ied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri
~eria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sorinel are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Year-round housing units.-Data on hous
ing characteristics are limited to year
round housing units; i.e., ·all occupied 
units plus vacant units which are. intended 
for year-round use. Vacant units intended 
for seasonal occuPanCy and vacant units 
held for migratory labor are excluded 
because it is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for. them. However, this re· 
port does present "counts of the total 
housing inventory which includes all 

·vacant, seasonal, and migratory housing 
units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 
1977 reports shown for "all year-round 
housing units" may not be comparable to 
the corresponding data shown in the 
1973 reports, because the 1974 ihrough 
1977 tabulations included an estima
tion procedure which adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
'.'vacant-seasonal and migratory~' units 
separately to independent current esti· 
m8tes. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix ·ii-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with several categories of year
round vacancies (rented or sold, not occu
pied; held for occasional use; and other 
vacant) and adjusted to the· combined 

total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1977 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing. units and _for "all 
year-round housing units". adh0re more 
closely to the inde1>end~ntly derived cur
rent estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1977 characteristics for 
"all occupied ~nits," "owner occupied,'.' 
and "~enter occupied" are, however, co_m
parable with the corresponding 1973 
data. 

Changes in the Housing lnventorf 

Units added by new constrUction.-A 
. housing unit built in April 1970' or later 

is classified as a unit added by "new con-
. st ruction.'.' Information was collected on 

vacant units under construction at the 
time of the interview, only if construc
tion had proceeded to a point. that all 
exterior windOws and doOrs were in
Stallfd and final usable floors were in 
place. Housing units built during· this 
period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not 
reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1977 period. In the 
Annual Housing Survey, data on ne~ con· 
struction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building 
permits; in the 1970 Census of _Housing, 
Volunie IV, Componenti of 'Inventory 
Chan.ge, new constructiOn data were Ob
tain~d from tabulations of ihe 1970 cen-. 
sus sample records of units built 1960 or 
later. 

Units lost from the inventory.-Character- · 
istics are presented for the total of all 
units removed from the 1973 housing in
ventory in 1973 ·or later through demo
lition or disaster and through other 
means. Separate counts of ':'demolition 
or disaster" losses and of "other losses" 
are shown in part A of this se'ries. The 
1974 through 1977 surveys cover all 
losses, including those in structures that 
were not cOmpletely lost. ' , 

1 
• 

Units lost'through demOlitio·n ·or disaster. 
-A housing unit which existed in Octa· 
ber 1973 arid was torn down on the ini.tia
tive of a public agency or as a result of 
action on the part of the owner is classi
fied as ~ unit lost through demolition. 

App-5 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

Units destroyed by fire, flood, or other 
natural causes are classified as units 
lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, 
a housing unit was counted as a demoli· 
tion· or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was loCated was 
lost from the inventory. In ·the 1974 
through 1977 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Com
ponents of Inventory Change,.the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, in
cluding lqsses of units in structures which 
still contained one or more'housing units. 
In addition; units lost through disaster 
were counted in 1970 as "units lost 
through other means.'' 

Units lost through other means.-Any 
housing unit which existed in October 
1973 is counted as lost through other 
means w~en it was lost from the housing 
inventory through means other than 
derTiolition or disaster.· This component 
includes the following types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quar
ters; for example, ·a housing unit that 
was occupied by a family in 1973 and 
by a family and five lodgers at the 
time of the 1977 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory 
because they are vaca.nt and either 
the roof, walls •. doors or windows no 
longer protect the interior from the 
eJements or the unit is severely dam
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inYen· 
to_ry ~cause there is positive evidence 
(sign,' notice, mark on the house or 
block) that the units'are scheduled for 
demolition or rehabilitation or thitt 
they are condemned for reasons of 
health or safety so that further occu
pancy is prohibited; 

4. Units lost by change to entirely 
nonresidential Use. 

5. Units moved from site since Oc
tober 1973. Such moves in the same 
are~ do not neoissarily result in a net 
los~ from th~,, ~~t~I inventory. since 
they presumably represent units added 
. in .the pla?> to which.they were ;;,oved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a 
housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure· in 
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which it was located was lost to the hous
ing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys, the data on losses 
refer to all housing unit los.ses including 
losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units .. 

Unspecified units.-There are other com· 
ponents of change in the housing inven
tory for which the Annual Housing Sur· 
vey provides no specific measures. The 
survey procedures do not include a meas
ure of conversions and mergers and units 
added from other sources such as· non
residential structures. The net effect of 
these omissions on the change in the total 
housing inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion.-Conver· 
sion refers to ·the creation of two or 
r.nore housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration ".>r change 
in use. Structural alteration includes 
such changes as adding a room or in
stalling partitions to form another 
housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of space 
without structural alteration, such as 
locking a door which closes off one or 
more rooms to form a separate hous
ing unit. 

Units changed by merger.-A merger iS 
the result of combining two or more 
housing units into fewer units through 
struCtural alteration or change in use. 
Structural alteration includes such 
changes as the removal. of partitions or 
dismantling of kitchen 'facilities. Change 
·in use· may result from a simple rear· 
rangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a· door 
which formerly separated two housing 
unit's. A change in use also ocWrs, for 
example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house which formerly con· 
tained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources.
Any housing unit added to the inven
tory through sources other than new 
construction or conversion is classified 
as a unit added through other sources. 

_This component includes units created 
from living quarters previously classi· 

tied as group quarters and units Cre· 
ated from nonresidential space such as 
a store, garage, or barn. Also included 

· are units moved from one' site to 'Bri· 
other. Such units, if moved within the 
same area, do not necessarily result in 
a net additiori to the total inventor¥ 
since thf?y presumably represent units 

. lost in the plaee from which they were 
moved. A previously vacant mobile 
home or trailer, whether on a different 
site Or the same site, is a !"et addition 
if currently occupied as a h.ousing unit. 

Occupancy arld Vacancy Cha~acteristiCS 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person ·or 
group of persons is living in it at the time 
of the interview or if the occupants ~re 
only temporarily absent-fo~·example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was oc
cupied entirely by persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 
classified as vacant. By definition, the 
count of occupied housing: units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race as ·used by the 
Census Bureau does not denote· clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
The interviewer was to report the race 
of the head of the household in three 

·categories: White, Black (Negro). and 
other. The last category includes Ameri
can lndi!3n, Chinese, Eskiffio, Japanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White 
and Black. Figures on tenure are -given 
separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with household heads of 
other races are included in the total in 
table 1 of parts A and E and may be de
rived by subtracting the sum of White 
and Black from the total. !Vlore detailed 
characteristics of units with Black house
hold head are presented in separate 
tables. The classification 'of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey wa's nlade bY th'Et 
interviewer based on his own observation. 
In the 1970 census, race was essentially.a 
self-classification by people according to 
the race with which they identified them· 
selves. 
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Spanish origin.-The . classification by 

Spanish origin here refers to the origin of 
the head of the _hpusehold occupy.ing the 
h~using unit. D~tailed characteristics of 
~~its with head of Spanish origin are pre
~r:ited in separate tables. Spanish origin 
.was determined on the b~sis of a question 
tl)at .asked for self-identif.ication of a 
_person's origin or des~n·t. Respondents 
were. asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish origin 
were those who indicate~ that their origin 
was either Mexican American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central. or South. American, or other 
Spanish. 

Care shOuld be exercise·d in the inter· 
pretation of differences in the estimated 
counts of Spanish-origin households 
between the 1977 Annual Housing Sur
vey and the 1970 census and other cur
rent surveys. In the 1970 census and cur-

.---;·.-::-
rent surveys' ·reports, Spanish. persons 
are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, lan
guage, surname, and origin or descent. In 
addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households 

.rray be significantly overstated ·in the 
South Region and North Central Region. 

. In the 1970 census some respondents 
apparently. misinterpreted the Spanish
ongm .. category, "Central or South 
~merican" to mean the central or south
~rn part of the U.S. 

'Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner occu
pied" if the owner or co-owner lives in 
the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not 
fully paid for. A cooperative or con
dominium unit is "owner occupied" 
_only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. 
~II other occupied units are classified as 
.:'n;!:nter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure.-Separate data are available 
on tenure, of mobile home and trailer 
sites. Site tenure for. owner-occupied 
,mobile homes and trailers is restricted 
to mobile homes and trailers on less than 

-10, acres. The site is owned if the occu
pants oytn or are buying the site on which 
the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if ~e occupants pay 

a rental fee for the use of the site, the site 
rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample unit, or the occupants neither 
own nor pay ·cash rent for the si.te. 

Previous occupancy.-The classification 
of previous occupancy is divide_d into two 
categories, "previously occupied" and 
"not previously occupied." "Previously 
occupied" indicates that some person or 
persons not related to the head by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the 
sample unit prior to the h·ead's or other 
related household member's occupancy. 
"Not previously occupied" indicates 
that either the head or some other cur
rent household membe"r related to the 
head by blood, marriage or adoption was 
the first occuPant of the sample unit." 

Cooperatives and condominiums.-A co
oper~tive is a type of ownership whereby 
a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each in· 
.dividual member is entitled to occupy an 
individual housing unit and is a share· 
holder in the co.rporation which owns 
the property. 

A condominium is a type of owner· 
ship that enables a person to own an 
apartment or. house in a project of si~ i
larly owned units. The owner has the 
deed and very likely the mortgage on the 
unit occupied. The owner may also hold 
commOn or joint ownership in some or 
all common areas such as grounds, hall~ 
ways, entrances, elevatOrs, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium owner
ship may apply to various types of struc· 
tures including single-family houses, row
houses, townhouses, etc., as well as 
apartment units. 

Reason for no'"(:ash-rent occupancy . ..:..For .· 
Units which are ocrupied without pay
ment of cash rent, data are shown on the 
"reason for occupancy"; i.e, whether the 
unit is provided by a farm related job, 
such as a tenant farmer, farm manager, 
foreman, or laborer; provided by a non· 
farm related job, such as a minister, resi· 
dent manager, or janitor; or provided by 
a relative or friend. 

Duration of occupancy.-Data on "dura
.tion of occupancy" are based on infor· 

mation tor the head of household; the 
data refer to the period when present 
occupancy began .. Statistics are sh.o~n on 
whether the head lived in the unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or IOnger." 
A head who "lived here last winter," 
must have .moved· into th~ unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved into unit.-The data are 
·based on the information reported for 
the head of the household and refer to 
the year of latest move. Thus, if the head 
moved back into a unit previously oc
cupied, the year of the .latest move was to 
be reported; if the head moved from one 
apartment to another in the s8me building, 
the year the head moved into the present 
unit was to be reported. The intent is 
to establish the year the present occu- . 
pancy by the head began. The year the 

. head moves is not necessarily the same 
year other- members of the houO!hold 
move, although in. the great majority of 
cases the entire household nloves at the 
same time. 

Recent mOverL-Households that m·oved 
into their present units within 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview are 
'termed "recent movers.':·;, The household i.s 
classified by year moved into unit on the 
basis of information reported fOr the 
head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent 
movers.-The "presen~" unit is the unit 
occupied by the recent mover at the time 
of the. interview. The "previous" unit is 
ttie unit from which that person moved. 
If the household moved more than once 
during the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview, th0 "previous" unit is the 
one from which the household last moved. 

Same or differen~ head.-Characteristics 
of the present and Previous units occu
pied by recent movers are largely re
stricted to households that were essen
tially the same in the two units. The defi
nitions of th.e characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as 
those for the present uh it .. 

A household for which the head in the 
present unit is _the same person as the 
head in the previous unit (identified in 
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the tables as "same h·ead") is considered 
essentially the same even though there 
niav.:have been soriie changes in the com
position of the household. ConverS.ly, a 
household in which there was no change 
except for a new household head was 
considered a household with "different 
head." 

. _ Data for heads whose previous resi
dence was outside the. United States are 
tabulated in the · catego,.Y "different 
head." 

Main rea'son for move into present unit.
The ~tatistics presented are restricted to 
units occupied by recent moveis in which 
.the present head of household was also 
ihe-head at the pi-eviouslv occupied Uiiit. 
·The c::lassifiCation categories refer to the. 
principal reason th~ head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The 
category "job related reasons·: refers to 
reasons such as job transfer: entered or 
left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, new 
job or looking for work, commuting 
problems, school attendance, and other 
job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to 
reasons such as needed larger house or 
apartment, widowed, separated, divorce9, 
moved to be closer to relatives, newly 
married, family increased in size, family 
decreased in size, wanted to establish 
own household, schools, and other fam
ily related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" r'efers 
to reasons such as wanted to own his/her 
own· residence, neighborhocid over
crowded~' change in r~cial or ethnic com
position of neighborhood, want~d better 
neighborhood, lower rent or less ex· 
pfnSive hoUse, wanted better house, dis· 
placed by urban renewal, highway con
struction,· or other public actiVity, dis
placed by private action, wanted to rent 
residerice, wanted ·residence with more 
conveniences, occurrence· of natural dis
aster, and wanted· a change of climate. 

The category "other reasons"· in
cludes reasons fOr moving which do not 

· fall into any o.f the above cl'assifications. 

Home ownership.-Data are shown for 
household heads who, ·during the 12 
months prior' to enumeration, moved 
into the sample unil:.:These data are! 
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restricted to owner-occupied ·units and 
Show the number of Previously owned 
units which the head occupied as his/ 
her usual place of residence. Excluded 
from the count of previously owned 
units are vacation homes purchased for. 
rental or commercial purposes. . r. 

Own8r or manager on property.-TheSe 
statistic$ are based on the number of 
housing U!1its in structures of .two or 
more units with the owner or the resident 
manager or superintendent living on the 
property. The category "with Owner on 
property" refers to the owner and not the 
agent, resident manager, or superinten
der't. "With resident manager or ·super~ 
intendent on property'' refers to a resi~. 

dent man~ger, superintendent, janitor, Or. 
other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing uniu.-A housing unit is 
vacant if no one is living in it at the time 
of the interview, unless its occupant$ 
are only temporarily absent. In additio.n; 
a vacant unit may be one which is occil· 
pied entirely by persons who have a usual 
residence elsewhere. 

New .units not yet o_ccupied are classi
fied a~ vacant housing units if construc
tion has reached a point where all ex
terior windOws and doors are installed 
and final . usable floors are in place. 
Vacant units, are excluded if the roof, 
walls, windows, or doorS no longer protect 
ttie- interior froin the elements, if the 
unit is severely ·damaged bV fire, or 
if there is positive evidence (such as a 
sign on the house or block) that the unit 
is to be demOlished or is condemned. 
Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such 
as a store or an office; or qua_rters used 
for the storage of business supplies or 
inve~tory, machinery, or agricultural 
produCts. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant 
housing units used in this report are thJ 
same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Hou~ing repor~s. 

vacancy status:-vacant housing units ire 
classified as either "seasonal and migra
tory" or "year-round." "Seasorial" Units 
are in-fended for occupancy during only 
Certaii1 seascfns of the year. Included are 

''. ! 

units intended for recreation~! use, such 
_as beach: cottages and hunting cabins, a':ld 
vacant units held for herders and loggers. 
"Migratory" ui:iits are vacant units held 
for occupancy by migratorY labor· em
ployed in farm· work during the crop 
season. 

"Year·round" vacant housing units.I-are 
available or inte~ded for occupan.,y'· at 
any· tii;ne of the year. A unit in a· resort 
area which is usually occupied on a year-· 
round basis is considered year-round. A 
unit used only occasionally throughout 
the ·y~ar' is 'also considere_d year~round .. 

"Year-round" vacant .Units are subdi-: 
vided as follows: 

For sale only.-Vacant year~round 
units "for sale only" ·also include 
vacant units in a cooperative o.r condo
minium project if the in~tividual units 
are offered for sale only: 

For rent.-Vacant Year-round units 
"for rent" also include vacant units 
offered either for rent' or for sale. 

. Rented or sold, not occupied.-lf any 
money rent has been paid or agreed 
upon but the new· renter has not 
moved in as of the date of the .. inter
vieW, or if the unit has recently been 
sOl_d but the new owner has not yet 
mOved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is claSsified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied.'' 

Held for occasional use.-Th is ~ate gory 
cori~ists. of vacant year-round units 
which are held for weekend or other 
oc~sional use throughout the year. 
The, intent of this question ·was to 
identify. homes rese;.,ed by their ' - . . ' , 

o~ner.s .as second .homes.. Because of 
the difficulty. of distinguishing be·· 

'·twe0n this category:'. and s:easonal 
va~n~ies, it is pcissible th'at some "sec
ond home~" ar~ cia.s'sified as "sea-
·sonal" and .vice vers~. 

. Temporarily occupied'by persons with 
'usual residence elsewhere (UREJ.-lf 
all the persons in a housing unit usual
ly live el~where, that unit is classi
fied as vacant· proVided the usual 
place of residence is held for the house
hold and is not offered for rent or 
for sale .. For example·, a· beach cottage 
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occupied at th~ time of the interview 
by a family who has a usual place of 
residence. in ·the city is include!=I _in· 
the count of vacant units. If the house 
in the·city were in the survey sample, 

. it would be reported "occupied" 
and would be included in the count 
of occupied units since. the occupants 

. are only temporarily absent. 

Held for other reasons, or other 
. v8cant.-lf a vacant year-round ·unit. 
does not fall into any of the classifica-

. -I ' . 
tions specified above, it is classified as 
"held for other.reas~ns.·~ For example, 
this category includes units held for 
re·ttlement.·of a~ e'state, U

0

nits-held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, 
·and units held for p0rsona1 reasons of 
the owner. In parts A and E of this 
series, the'"~iher vacant" cate9orv in
Cludes ·all units. te~poraiil\; occupied 
by. persons ·with usual residence else
where and units held for other reasons. 

Characteristics of vacant housjng are 
·lirryited to. year-round·.vacant units: .Va
cant units intended for seasonal occu
pancy and vacant units held for migratory 
labor are excluded. becau~ it is difficult. 
to obtain reliable information for them. 
However, counts of __ seasohal units are 

·9i'"'.en in parts ,A and E of th.is. series. 
The ·1974 through· 1977 counts for 

"seasonal an~ migratory," "Year-round, 
rented or sold not occupied," "Year
round, held for occasional use," and 
".Year-rOund,· other vacant" may .not be 

·.comparable to th~ corresponding counts 
shown in the 1973 reports, because a 
more detailed e'stimation procedure was 
used in· the 1974 through 1977 tabula
tion<. For 1974 through 1977, the esti-

·. matiol) procedure adjusted the surve_y 
counts of '.'vacant year-round" . and 
"vacan~:-seasonal ·and migratory" units 
separately· to ind~pendent current esti
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 

._Appendix a-Source and Reliability of 
'the. Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
Seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with . sev_eral categories of year.

, round vacancies. (rented or sold, not 
_occupied; held for occasional use; and 
. other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent esti-
~ - -
mates for . these categories. Thus, the 

1974 through 1977 data for vacant units 
adhere: more closely to the independent 
estimates tha_n the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate.-The 1977 
homeowner vacancy rate is the number 
of year-round vacant units for sale as a 
percent of the total homeowner inven
tory; i.e., all owner-occupied units and 
year-round vacant units for sale or sold, 
not occupied .. The homeowner vac~ncy 
rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate.-The 1977 rental 
'vacancy· rate is· the number of year
round vacant units for rent as a percent 
of the total rental inventory; i.e., all 
renter-occupied units and all year-round 
vacant units for rent o~ rented, not occu
pied. The rental vacancy rate for 1970 
excludes vacant units rented but not · 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy.-The stat1st1cs on. 
duration of vacancy refer to the length 
of time (in months) from the ilate the 
last occupants moved from the unit to 
th~ date of the interview. The data, there
fOre, do not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of time units remain 
vacant. For n·e~ly coristrucied units 
which have never been occupied, the 
duration of vacancy ·is counted from tl)e 
date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the 
time is reported from the date ~nversion 
or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of 
residence elsewhere are· excluded from 
the data. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous
ing unit are counted. These persons in· 
elude not only occupants related to the 
head of the household but also any 
lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident em
ployees who share the living quarters of 
the household head. The data on "per
sons" show categories of the number of 
one-person through seven-or-more~erson 
households by the number of housing 
units. 

A person is counted at the usual place 
of residence for that person. This .refe~s 
to the place w_here. tl:le person lives and. 
sleeps most of the time. This place is no~ 
riecessarily the same as a legal residence, 
voting residence, or domicile . 

Rooms.-The statistics on "rooms" are 
for the number of housing units with 
specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes,' such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin
ished attic qr basement rooms, recreation 
rooms, permanently enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
u~d fOr offices by a person living ·in the 
Unit. 
.~A. partially divided room, such as a 

dihette.next.to_a kitchen or liv!ng room, 
is a separate room only if there is a· Parti
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or-cabi
nets. 

Not included in the count of rooms 
a_ie bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves,· pantrieS, strip . 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attiCs or basements, 
other ynfinished space used fo~ storage, 
open ·porches, trailers used only as bed
rooms, and offices ·used only by Persons 
~Ot living in the unit. 

If a room is used by .occupants of 
more than one unit, the room is included 
with the_ unit from Which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room.-"Persons per room" 
.is computed for each occup_ied unit by 
dividing the number of persons in the 
.uriit by the number .of roo~s in.the unit. 
The figures shown refer, therefore, to 
the nu~ber of housirig units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room.-

· Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in· 
the unit is the count of rooms used main
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are c~unted as bedrooms . 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used 
also for sleep.ing; such as a living room 
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with a hideaway bed, are not considered 
bedrooms. A housing unit consisting of 

·only one room, such as a one-rOom 
efficiency apartment, is "classified by 
definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown for housing units with two or 
more bedrooms. Units have bedrooms

0
_ 

lacking privacy when it is necessary to 
pass through a bedroom to get to ahother 
room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion 
is applied only to units with one com
plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half bath_ lacks a 
flush toilet. 

In addition, statistics are shown for 
households with bedrooms used by three 
or more persons of all ages, but are sho~n 
separately for such households when one 
or more ,of these persons is 13 years:of 
age Or older. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete· kitchen facilities.--,A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has 
all three of the following for the exclusiVe 
use of the occupants of the unit:' ( 1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) amechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
located in the structure. They ne'ed nOt 
be in the same room. Quarter~ With only 
portable cooking equipment are not 
considereO as having a range or cook
stove. An ·icebox is not included as a 
mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are foi the ex
clusive use of the ocrupants when they 
are used. only bY the occupants of one 
housing, unit, including lodgers or othe·r 
unrelated persons living in the unit. When 
a structure consist~ of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive' use. 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had ·been re
moved, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be ~ported. 

Condition of kitchen facilities.-Units 
with complete kitchen facilities Were 
classified as to whether all the kitchen 
facilities were in usable condition. If one 
or more of the kitchen facilities (sink, 

App-10 

range• or cookstove, and refrigerator) 
could not be used f6r its intended pur· 
pose, the unit was classified as having 
"1 or more not usable." Kitchen facilities 
that· normally function ·properly, but 
which were temporarily out of use (two 
weeks or less) because of a breakdown, 
were classified as usable. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
based on the number of hoUsing units lo
cated in structures built with a basement. 
A structure has a basement if there is 
enclosed space in which persons can walk 
upright under all or part of the building. 

· Baseme:nts in structures with · oc~ 
cupied _.units are further classified by . 
sign.s of water· leakage. The category 
"with signs· of water leakage" co~sists 

of units in .which the basement shows 
signs of water haVing leaked in from the 
outside, even if the signs only appear 
when it rains or during other similar 
situatioris. "No signs of water leakage" 
mean~ _that the basement shows n~ signs. 
of water leakage, or that the signs of 
water leakage .are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb
ing. If the basement shows signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside but the 
problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected, the uni~ Was classified as 
having no signs of water le~_kaqe: .. 

·The 1977 data on basements are for 
~'all year-round housing units"; the 1970 
data on basements are ·restricted to "all 
occupied housing units." 

Year structure built.-"Vear structure 
built" refers to when the building was 
first constructed, not when it was re
modeled, added to, or converted. The 
figures refer to the number of units in 
structures built during the specified · 
periods and in existence' at the time of 
the interview." For mobile homes and 
trailers, the manufacturer's model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

_Units in structure.-ln determining the 
number of units in a structure, all hous
ing units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for 
the number of housing u·nits i_n structures 
of specified type and size, not by the 
number of residential structures. 

A· structure is a separate building. that 
either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by divid
ing walls that extend from ground to 
roof. Structures containirlg only one 
housing unit are further classified as de
tached or attached (see parts A and E). 

A one-family house is detached if it 
has open space on all four sides even 
th0ugh it has an adjoining shed or garage. 
A one-family house iS attached if it has 
one or more walls eXtending from ground 
to roof which divide it from other adjoin
ing structures, suc"h as irl row houses, 
townhOu~s. "etc. , · 

Mobile homes.and trailers· are shown as 
a separate category (see parts· A, C, D, 
and E). When one "or more roomS have 
been added .to a mobile horTie·or trailer, it 
is classified as a one-family house. If,_ 
however, only a porch or shed ha_s been 
added, it is still counted as.·a mobile home 
o~ trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on "ele
vator in structure" are for the number 
of hOusing units in structures with four 
floors or more which hBve a passenger 

· · elevator: Units are in a "walkup" struc
ture of four floors or more if the struc
ture has no passenger elevator or if the. 
only elevator service is.to~ freight. 

·Stories betwOen main 'i and apartment 
entrances.-This item is restricted to two 
or more unit structures iind is concerned 
with the' number of floors froin the rilairi 
entrance of the apartment building to the 
main entrance of the ;·apartment. The 
number of stories is determined _frOm 
ground 'level if .there is no _main building 
entrance and the apartment'has its own 
private entranC:e, either "from the ground 
level of the building or from an area that 
is not located inside the building; or if 
there is a main building' entrance, but the 
entrance to the apartment cannot be 
reached by using the main building 
entrance. 

. lj 

Storm window·s, storm doors, and attic or 
roof insulBtion.-The purpose of these 
three items is to dete.rmine if a housing 
unit has some form of insulation which 
helps to reduce heat loss during the 
winter and heat gain during the summe~. 
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The statistics are shown only for 'Occu

pied, one-family homes and occupied, 
.mObile homes and trailers. · · 

'Stofm '·Windows of oth6r protective 
window covering.-This category refers 

1 to protective window.covering, such as 
.. storm windows, ,dou-ble..glazed. ~l~ss, 

closeable shutters, or plastic. H?using 
units with "Some windows. c·overed" 
have protective coverings over some, 
but.not all windows. 

Storm doors.-This category refers to 
additional doors hung in exterior door
ways. Doors on attache~ g'arages are 
not included. Housing units ·with 
"Some doors· covered" have· storm 
doors on some, but· not all, exterior 

·. · door openirlgs. 

Attic or roof insulation.-This cate~ 

gory include;s roll or blanke.t insulati~n 
encased in a pciper covering, fiberglass 

• batting, and !Oose insulation which is 
poured or .blown between the attic 
floor: joists. 

M~bile homes.8nchored with tiedowns_of 
.other means.-·An anchored mobile ·home 
or .trailer is One !hai is Secui-.~d ·to tre 
ground through tt:ie ·use· of tiedowns, 
bOlts, etc. The main purpose in ancf:l6ring 
a mobile home or trailer is ~o protect ih'e 
unit from wind movement or destruction. 

In group of 6 or more mobile. homes._:. 
Mobile hOines and traflers that a;e gather
ed close together are Considered tO be in 
a "group." This may be a large mobile 
horrie park containing many units· or it ·- . . . . 
may be a small n.umber grouped to-
gether On a single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof.-Units "with sign~ of w8ter leak
age" are those in. which the roof ~hows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when i~ 

rains. "':'lo signs.of.water leakage" means 
that the roof shows. no. signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or t~.at 
the roof shows signs of water leakage 
but, the problem causing the .leakage has 
been . Corrected.· If the signs of ~ater 

: leakage .are caused by a problem inside 
the structure such as faulty plumbing, 
the unit· Was classified as having no 

. signs.of water leakage. 

Interior ceilings and. walls.~Statistics are. 
presented on whether or not there ar~ 

open· crack~.or ·holes ·and· broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the· interior ceilings 
or walls of a housing unit. Included are 
cracks or holes"that do not go all"the 
way throuQh·to the next roOm or to the 
outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear ·in the walls or ceilings but are not 
large enough· for a fingernail file to be 
inser'ted·in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not con· 
sidered to be open cracks or holes. 

, .. Broken plast~r ·or peeling paint must 
be on the inside walls or. ceilings, and at 
lea.st one area of the t>roken plaster or 
peeling paint must be approximately one 

·square foot or larger. . , • 

. ' 
Interior floors . ...,.Data are· . shown .on 
whether there are holes in the interior 
floors of a h~using unit. The holes dO not 
have to .go through the floor. Excluded 
are very small holes caused by ·nails or 
other similar objects. · 

Selected structural deficiencies and wish 
to move.-The category "household 
would like to .. move" consist$ of ho1.,1sing 
units in1 which the respond~nt considers 
one or. mo~e of .the following structural 
deficiencies so· objectionable . that he 
wo~ld like to.move from his unit: (1) 
A basement with signs ·of water leak
age, (2) roof leakage,.(3) open cracks or 
holes ·in· the interior walls· o.r ~iling, (4) 

·.holes in the floor, and (5). broken plaster 
or. peeling.paint an the ceiling or inside 
walls. 

.. 
Overall opiliion of structure.-The data 
presented ·8re based on the respondent's 
overall opinion of. his house or bl.lilding 
as a place to live. The respondent was 
asked to rate the structure as .excellent,· 
good, fair, or poor.~ 

Common stairways.-:rhe· stat1st1cs on 
common stairways are prese.nted for 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with common. stairways .. The 
figures for "loose· Steps'; and "loose. 
railings" reflect the physical condition· 
of. the stairway; i.e., wh~ther there are 
loose, brok.~n. or, •missing. step.s or st.air 
railings. Common stairways are .. stair-

ways which are usually used by the occu· 
pants of more than one unit or by the 
general public. They may be ·either in
side the structure or attached to the out
side of the building. 

Light. fixtures in public. halls.-The sta· 
tistics on light fixtures· in public halls, 
are presented for·housing units in struc· 
tures of ·two or more units with public 
halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether' the light fixtures are in working 
order. Light fixtures include wall' lights, 
ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used 
by the occupants of more than one u·nit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring.-A housing unit is classi
fi~d as having e?<posed electric wiring if 

. ·'the unit has any wiring that is not en
cic:tsed: either in the walls or in metal 
coverings, or if .the wiring !s outside the 
walls but enclosed in some material other 
than metal. Ext~nsion cords and other 
types of ~iring that ext~nd from a wall 
outlet .. to an. appli~nce or lamp are not 
considere? as expos_ed wiring .. 

.'. 1 
Electric wall outlets.-A housing unit is 
ciBssified aS having e1ectri~ wall outl~ts 
,in each room if there is at least one·work
ing electric wall. outlet or wall plug fn 
~ach rOom of the unit. A working electric 
wall outlet or wall plug is one that i~ i_n 
operating condition; i.e.,. can be used 
when needed. If a room does not have 
an .electric .wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of ~.wall outlet is not con
sidered to be an electric wall outlet . 

Electric fuse til~wouts.-TheSe. statistics 
are for occ~pied housing units which have 
had ·an electric circuit fuse blown or 
breake.r . switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to ttie interview. The data 
are restricted to household~ whose head 
_ha.s been at the pres4'.!nt address for at least 
90 days prior ~o the date of the interview. 
A· blown fuse' or tripped. breaker switch 
results in_ the temporary losS of electricity 
until the fu511 is replaced or the breaker 
switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain 

_appliances or equipment (such as some 
large air ·Conditioners} are counted as 
~·fuse or switch blowouts." 
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~arking facilities.-The statistics on park
ing facilities presented in this report are . 
restric~ed to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to off-st'reet parking facilities 
which are available in connection with. 
the building. The facilities are provided 
by the landlord or management and must 
be available without an additional cost to 
the renter. The parking fac~lity ·may be a 
garage, carport, driveway. or, open lot 
where the occUpant may park his car off 
the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities.-The 'Category' "with 
au plumbing facilities" consists- of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in
side the structure as well as a· flush to:ilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc
ture for the exclusive use Of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located iii the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all _three 
specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or 
shower) inside the ·structure, or that the 
toilet or b~thing facilities are also for the 
Use of the' occ'upants of othei housing 
units. 

<:;omplete bathrooms.-A housing unit is 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has -a rOom with a ,flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as 
w~ll as piped hot water in the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of ,the unit. A half bathroom has either 
a flush toilet or a batht'!b qr ·shower 'for 
exclusive use, but does not have ·all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom.' 

The category "also used by another 
household" consists of uriits with bath
room facilities which are also for the use 
of the occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units 
with ~o bathrriom facilities, units with 
only a half bathroom, 'and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or wiiter supply.-"A 
public system or private company" refers· 
to a common source supplying running 
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water to six or. n1ore hoUsing units. The 
water may be supplied by a city, county, 
water district, ·or priVate water- company, 
or it, may be obtained from a well which 
supplies six or more housing units. If a 
well provid0s water for five or fewer 
housing units, it· is classified as an "in
dividual well." Individual.wells are further 
classified .by whether they were originally 
"drilled" or "dug." Water sources Such as 
sprirlgs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or 
lakes are included in the "other" cate
gory. 

Breakdowns or failu~es in the water 
supply were asked when the u'nit had 
piped water inside the structure. The 
water may be available from sources such -
as a sink, washbasin, bathtub, or shower. 
A unit" is clasSified as having no piped 
water inside structure if the unit has no 
piped water 'or 'if the only piped water 
available is outside the structure-for ex
ample, on an open Porch or in another 
building. Data on breakdowns or failures 
of water supply are shown if ·the housing 
unit was occupied by the head of the · _ 
household at least 90 days 'Prior to the 
interview and if the breakdown or failure 
lasted 6 conSecutive hours or longer dur
ing the.90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns· or failures in the water 
supply i'n~an that the unit was completely 
without running water from. its regular 
source. A unit was considered to be com
pletely without running water if (1) the 
water system serving the unit supplied no 
water at all, or (2) no water was available · 
in the unit due to a breakdown Or failure 
in the water supply inside the structure,. 
or (3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., 
faucets in the kitchen and the bathroom 
sinks, faucet and shower in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If 
the faucet in the kitchen was broken, but 
the one in the batK:ub was working, the 
unit was ·not classified as being com
pletely without water. 

Units with ·a br.eakdown or failure in 
the water suppiy are also .classified ac
c~:>rding to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source 
of the Problem. "'Problems inside the 
building" r~fer to such problems as 
broken pipes in' the unit' (or building) o" 
turning the water 9ff in the unit (or 
building) for maint~_11ance and repairs.· 

"Problems outside the building" refer'to 
such problems as power failures, breaks in 
the main water line, or shutdowns by the 
water company for maintenance and re:..·' -
pairs. 

Availability of piped water.-;-Units with 
no piped water in the building are classi
fied by .whether piped water is available 
within a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposaL-A "publi~ sewer'' is 
connected to a city, cou~ty, sanitary, 
district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
sewer system. It may be operated by a 
governmental body or private organiza
tion. A "septic tank or ce~spool'.' is an 
underground tank or pit used for disposal 
of sewage. Small sewage treatment plants. 
which in some localities are called n~igh
borhood septic tanks, ·are' classified as 
public sewers. A' chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to break down or dissolve 
sewage; a privy refers to an "outhouse" 
Or other small shelter outside the unit 
which contains a toilet. Units f0r which 
sewage · is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the "other" category. · 

The datB on breakdown.$ or failures in 
the means· of sewage' disposal are 'limited 
to units in Which the means of sewage 
disposal was a pu!Jlic s~'wer, septic tank, 
or cesspool. The breakdown or failure 
m~y ha~e- been the result of an ove~
loaded, sewage disp.osal system, lack, of 
running Water, a broken o_r cracked tank, 
etc. Data on breakdowns 3re shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the head of 
the household at least 90 days prior ti> 
the ini:erview and. if the breakdown ~r 
failure last~d 6 consecutive hours cir · 
longer during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Flush 'toilet.-The stati~ics on break
downs or failures ·of flush toilet are 
limited to units that had all plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet; that 
is, one complete bathroOm or one com
plete bathroom plus a half bath without 
flush toilet. The flush toilet may be com
pletely unusable because of broken pipes, 

. • '1 

stopped up soil pipe, lack of water sup· 
Plied to the flush toilet, or some other 
reason. 

Units with breakdown or failure in 
flush toilet are cl,assified by the number 
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of breakdowns or failures and to the most 
common source of the problem. "Prob· 
lems inside the building" re~er to such 
breakdowns Qr failures as broken pipes in 
the unit (or building), a cracked or 
broken bowl, or faulty flushing mecha
nism. "Problems outside the building" 
refer to such breakdowns or failures .as 
breaks in the main water or sewer line or 
shutdowns by the water company for 
maintenance or repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures · of 
flush toilet are shown if the housing unit 
was occupied by the head of household at 
least 90 days prior to the interview, and if 
the breakdown or. failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or more during the 90 dayS 
prior to the interview. 

Equipment and Fuels 

T~lephone available.-A unit is classified 
as having ~ telephone if there is a tele· 
phone available for receiving calls to the 
occupants of the unit. The telephone 
may be located outside or inside the 
housing unit, and one telephone may 
serve the occupants of several units. The 
number of housing units ~ith a telephone 
available, t~erefore, does not indicate the 
numbe.r of telephones installed in homes.· 

Heating equipment.-"Warm-air furnace" 
refers to a centfal system which provides 
warm air through ducts leading to. variqus 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an elec
tric heating-cooling system which utilizes 
indOor and outdoor coils, a refdgerant, 
and a compressor to pump hot air in.dur'- -
ing the winter and cooled air in during 
the summer. Only heat pumps that are 

. centrally installed with ducts to the 
rooms are included in this category. 

·"Steam or hot water" refers to a centfal 
, heating system in which heat .from steam 
or hot water is delivered through radi~ 

·ators or other outlets. "Built-in electric 
units" are permanently installed in floors, 
walls, ceilings, or· baseboards. A "floor,. 
wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm 
··air to the room right above the furnace or 
to 'the room (s) on one or both sides of 
the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

"Roo~ heaters with flue" include cir
culating heaters, convectors, radiant gas 
heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other 

liquid fuels, and which are connected to a 
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke 
and fumes. "Room heaters without flue" 
include any room heater (not portable) 

.t_hat burns gas, oil, or kerosene which is 
not. connected to a flue, vent, or chim
ney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable 
heaters" include room heaters that burn 
coal, coke, charcoal, wood or other 
solids. It also includes portable room 
heaters that burn kerosene, gasoline, fuel 
oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as port
able ·electric heaters that get current from 
an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the' heat
ing equipment had. been removed, the 
equipment used bY the last Occupants was 
to be reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating 
equipment, data are shown for units 
occupied by the household head during 
the winter prior to the interview if the 
equipment was unusable for 6 consecu
tive hours or longer during that time. To 
qu .. alify as haVing lived here "last winter," 
the household head must have moved 
into the unit prior to February 1977. 

Heating eQuipment is considered· un
usable if it cannot be used for the pur
poses intended; the breakdown or failure 
may be caused by broken pipes, electrical 
or gas parts out of order, or downed 
pbwer lines. 

Insufficient heat.-The.statistics pr'esented 
refer io housing units in which the house
hold .head occupied the'~nit during the 
winter prior to the date of the interview. 
To qualify as having lived here ."last 
winter," the household head must· have 
moved into the -unit prior to February 
1977. 

Separate data are shown for units with 
additional heat source, rooms· which 

·tacked specified heat source, and units 
with clcised rooms. The term "specified 
heating equipment'' includes warm-air 
furnace; steam or hot water systems; 
built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipe
less furnace; and room heaters with flue. 
EXcluded are room heaters without flue 
or "vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable 
heaters. 

The data on additional heat source 
refer to units with. "specified heating 
equipment" which had to use additional 

sources of heat to supplement the regular 
heating system because the regular system 
did not provide enough heat. Additional 
sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used .only in the mornings or on 
very cold evenings. Electric blankets, 
heating pads, or hot water bottles are not 
considerEid additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" 
include rooms lacking ,hot air ducts, reg
isters, radiators, and room .heaters. The 
intent of this item was to identify _rooms 
in units with ~·specified heating equip· 
ment" which did not contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The 
kitch~n was not considered to be a room 
for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for 
rooms which were closed because they 
could not.be kept warm. The rooms must 
have been closed for 7 ·consecutive days 
or longer during the previous winter, and 
the unit must have "heating equipment." 
For this item, alSo, the .kitchen was not 
considered a room: 

Aif conditioning.-Air conditioning· is de
fined as the cooling of air by a refrigera
tion unit; excluded are evaporative 
coolers, fans,. or blowers which are not 
connected. t~·a r.efrigef-ation unit. A room 
unit is an individual Bir conditioner which 
is installed in a window or an outside wall 
and, is generally intended to cool one 
room, although it niay sometimes be used 
to cool more than one room. A central 
system is a central installation ·which air
Conditions the entire housing unit. In an 
apartment buildin.g, a central system may 
C<Jol all apa.rtments in the building, each 
aj:>artmefit . may have its own central 
system, c:>r "there· may be several systems, 
each providing central air conditioning 
for a Qroi.ip of ap.artmBnts. A ce·n~ral 
installation with individual room controls 
is a·central_ air-c~iiditioning system. 

AutomObiles and trUcks available:-Statis
tics on "aUtomobiles available" repfesent 
the ·number of passenger automobiles, 
including station wagons and vans, which 
are owned or .regularly used by any me~
ber of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at. home. The figures 
include leased automobiles, taxicabs, and 
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company-owned automobiles· kept at 
home. Police can;, pickups, or larger 
trucks were not- to be counted. In the 
1973 Annual Housing Survey, taxicabs 
kept at home' were not included in the 
count of "automobiles available." 

The data on "trucks available" repre
sent the number of pickups and small 
panel trucks of one·ton capacitY or less 
which are owned or regularly used by any 
member of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were included only if 
also used for personal activities of house
hold members. 

The statistics do not ·reflect the num
ber of privately owned aUtomobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used for house heating and cook
ing-"Utility gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a central 
system and serves the ne.ighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Kerosene, ~c." includes 
kerosene, gasoline, alcohol, and other 
combustible liquids. "Solar heat" ref~n; 
to a system install~d in the unit which 
utilizes the energy available i.n sunlight 
to gain arid store heat. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel such as .briquettes 
made of pitch and. sawdust, coal dust, 
corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Owned second home.-A second home 
may be a single-family house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski ·lodge, etc., 
which is ow.ned and held. for use som~
time during the year by the owner or 
members of .the household. Second homes 
may' also be owned in partnership or on a. 
shared basis with members of a different 
household. The figures include s_eco.nd 
homes which are sometimes rented or 
leased on a short-term baSis ·to othE!r 
persons but are principally held for the 
owner's occasional use during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households that own (one or more) sec·· 
ond homes. The data, therefore, do not · 
reflect the number of owned second 
homes .. (See also discussion of vacant 
units "Held for occasional use" in section 
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on "Ocx:upancy and Vacancy Character
istics."} 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Garbage collection service.-A housing 
unit is classified as having garbage col-
1ection service if either a private or public 
company collects the trash or garbage on 
a regular basis and carries it to public 
disposal areas. Units with garbage collec
tion service are classified by the frequency 
of the service. In some areas where the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, 
etc.) by another. data are obtained only 
for the garbage collection service. 
· If the household does not have garbage 

collection service, the means of garbage 
disposal is classified as follows: 

. Incinerator, trash chute, or com
pactor.-An incinerator is a large unit 
on the property designed to burn all 
trash and garbage. Trash chutes and 
compactors were marked as the means 
of garbage disposal when the final 
means of disposal was not knoWn; i.e., 
if the respondent knew· onl~ that the 
garbage was put down a trash chute or 
that"thegarbage go.S into a compactor. 
A compactor is a unit which pack$ 
trash and garbage into smaller units for 
disposal. 

Garbage disposal unit.-A garbage dis
posal unit is connected to the kitchen 
sink and grinds up the garbage which is 
disposed of through the sewage 
system. 

Other means-If the method of dis
posal does not fall into any of the clas
sifications specified, it is classified as 

· "other means." 

The statistics on garbage and trash col
lection service presented in part D are re
stricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 

·data refer to whether or not the cost of 
·garbage and trash collection service is 
paid by the renter. 

Exterminator service.-The statistics on 
exterminator service refer to households 
that have been at their present address 

for at least 3 months prior to the date of 
the interview and who reported that they 
had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
the_ir presence inside the house or build
ing during the last 3 months. Signs of 
mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or 
ripped o.r torn food containers. "Regular 
extennination service" refers to pe'riodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual 
who uses chemicals and sprays to control 
or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, 
four times ~ year, or ~ny other such in
terval. ''Irregular extermi~ation service'' 
includes visits by an extenninator who is 
called only when needed by the house
hold or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it 
is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. "No extermination 
service" includes units in a house or 
building that has not been serviced during 
the 12 months prior to the interview and 
where it is not known if there is any ex
terminator service. 

Neighborhood Conditions and neighbor
hood services.-The statistics presented 
are based on the respondent's opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood. 
Thus, the respondent'S answer may 
or may not reflect the "actual" de· 
scription of the neighborhood. Further
more, the respondent mav· not have the 
same oPinion as a neighbor about the 
neighborhood conditions and/or neighbor
hood services; f0r example, the respond
ent may feel that the street lighting 
or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
satisfactory while the neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neigh
borhood conditions and wish to 
move. -Data on neighborhood con
ditions are based on the respondent's 
answers to a two-part question con
cerning specific conditions existing in 
the neighborhood. The respondent was 
asked (1) if the condition was present 
in the neighborhood and, (2) if present, 
how the respondent felt about it by 
selecting one of the following. cate
gories: (a) does not.bother, (b) bothers 
a little, (c) bothers very much, (d) 
bothers so much would like to move. 
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1. Airplane noise.-This category 
refers to the respondent's opinion 
concerning noise made by airplanes 
in landing or taking off or sonic 
booms from nearby airports or 
military bases. 

2. Street noise.-Street noise refers 
to noise made by children playing 
outdoors, noise from a factory or 
business, or any other sounds that 
the respondent considers street 
noise. 

3. Heavy traffic.-This category 
refers to the presence of cars and/or 
trucks which the respondent classi
fies as heavy traffic. 

4. Streets need repair.-The data 
are based on the respondent's opin
ion that the streets, either paved or 
unpaved, are continually in need of 
repair or are bordered by open 

ditches used for water or sewage 
drainage. 

5. Roads impassable.-This cate
gory refers to roads that the re
spondent reported to be neglected 
by State, county, or city crews dur· 
ing snowstorms, heavy rainstorms, 
or other such conditions that make 
a road impassable. 

6. Poor street lighting.-Poor street 
lighting includes areas. in the opin
ion of the respondent, that have no 
street lighting, streets with insuffici
ent lighting, and streets where the 

lighting does not work adequately. 

7. Crime.-This category refers to 
all forms of street and neighbor
hood crime such as petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burg
lary, etc., or any related activities 
that the respondent judges to be 
a crime. 

8. Litter.-lncluded are all types of 
trash, debris, or junk such as paper, 

cans, or abandoned cars in the 
street, on empty lots, or on proper
ties on the street which the re
spondent considers as litter. 

9. Abandoned buildings.-Aban
doned buildings refer to both single 
and multiunit buildings which the 
respondent reported to be aban
doned or boarded up. Included in 

this category are remains of pre
vious buildings. 

10. Housing in rundown condi
tion.-This category refers to occu
pied housing units which. in the re
spondent's opinion, are in rundown 
condition. 

11. Commercial or industrial.-This 
category refers ·to commercial, in
dustrial, or other activities, includ
ing both large and small industries 
as well as businesses and stores, that 
the respondent considers to be non

residential. 

12. Odors.-This category refers to 
the respondent's _opinicin concern
ing fumes, smoke, or gas. coming 
from cars, trucks, nearby industries, 

factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services.-Data on 
neighborhood.services are based on the 
respondent's answer to a two-part 
question concerning neighborhood 
services. The respondent was asked (1) 
if a particular neighborhood service 
was satisfactory, and, (2) if not satis-c 
factory, how the respondent felt about 
the service by selecting one of the 
following categories: (a) does not 
bother, (b) bothers a little, (c) bothers 
very much, (d) bothers so much would 
like to move. 

1. Public transportation.-These 
data reflect the respondent's opin
ion of the availability of public 
transportation, such as bus, sub\lvay, 
or taxicab service. 

2. Schools.-These statistics reflect 
the respondent's opinion about the 
schools in the neighborhood, such 
as the. proximity of the school, pop
ulation of the student body, etc. 

3. Neighborhood shopping.-This 
category refers to the respondent's 
opinion regarding stores, such as 
grocery or drug stores, in this vicin· 
ity, and their merchandise, prices, 

or services. 

4. Police protectirin . .;_ This cate
gory refers to . the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, qual

ity, quantitY; and.:respOrise time of 

services that should be provided by 
the police. 

5. Outdoor recreation facilities, 
such as parks, playgrounds or swim
ming pools.-This category refers 
to the respondent's assessment of 
neighborhood outdoor recreation 

facilities. 

6. Hospitals and health clinics.
This category refers to the quality 
and proximity of health facilities, 
etc., serving the local community 
in the opinion of the respondent. 

Neighborhood services and wish to 
move.-The category "household 
would like to move" consists of hous· 

ing units in which the respondent con· 
siders one or more of the specified 
neighborhood services (such as public 
transportation) so inadequate or un-
1satisfactory that the respondent woultt 
like to move from the neighborhood. 

The figures shown for the cate
gories under "household would like to 
move" will not add to the total be

cause mOre than one inadequate service 
may have been reported for the same 

unit. 

Overall opinion of neighborflood.-The 
data presented are based on the re
spondent's overall opinion of the 
neighborhood according to the street 
oonditions and the neighborhood serv

ices available (described in preceding 
paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. Data are 
also shown for wish to move because 
of undesirable street conditions cross· 
classified by the respondent's overall 
opinion of ttie iieighborhood. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value.-Value is the responden(s esti
mate of how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 
The statistics on value are shown only" 
for one-family homes on less than 10 
acr:es without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop· 
erty. Owner-occupied cooperatives, con· 
~ominiums, mobile homes, and trailers 
are excluded from the value tabulations. 
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Value-income ratio.-The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing the value 
of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary indi
vidual. The data are presented for the 
same owner-occupied units .f.or which 
"value" was tabulated (see "Value" for 
exclusions). The ratio was computed 
separately for each unit and was rounded 
to the nearest tenth. In reporting value, 
resPondents were asked to sele~t an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints 
of the value intervals were used ·in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, 
except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned 
for values less than $5,000 and a mean of 
$165,000 was assigned for values of 
~1,50,000 or more. For income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied 
by families or primary individuals who re
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
~he category "not computed." 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970, the incoi-ne statistics 
.cover the calendar year 1969. 

Salei price asked.-For vacant units, the 
~les 'pi-ice is the amount asked for the 
property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the 
Property is s01d. The statistics on sales 
price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale one-family homes on less than 10 
·acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the 
property. 

Garage or carport on property.-The 
g~rage or carport must be currently 
available for use by the occup'ants of the 
unit; i.e., members of the household can 
use it for parking ever:i if it is currently 
used as a storage area for items such as 
lawn equipment or furniture. It -may be 
attac~ed to the house or it may be com
pletely unattached, but it must be on the 
property. Excluded are garages or car
i:?Orts that have been converted to other 
uses Sl:JCh as living quarters •. an area used 
for business purposes, an area rented ·to 
someone else, or for some recison cannot 
be used for parking. 

Mortgage or debt status.-Mortgage status 
refers to one-family homes and debt 
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status refers to mobile homes and trailers. 
U~its with no mortgage or similar debt 
outstanding on the property comprise the 
categOrv "awned fr~e and.clea; .'' Aiso in
cluded in this category are housing units 
in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occu
pant owns the unit but leases, rents, or 
pays a fee for the use ofthe land. 

Mortgage status-The data are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-family hoines 
on less- than 10 acres without a com
mercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owne.r-occupied cooperative 
and cond~minium units. A moi:tgage or 
similar debt refers to all forms of debt 
where the property is pledged as secur
ity for paymen~ of the debt. It in
cludes such debt instrum~nts.as deeds 
of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the . first three 
arrangements, usually a· third party, 
known.as the trustee, holds the title to 
the property until the debt is paid. In 
the vendor lien arrangenient, the title 
is kept by the buyer but· the seller 
(vendor) reserves, in the deed ~o the 
buyer, a lien on the Property to secure 
payment of the balance of the pur
chase price. Also included as a .mort
gage or similar debt are. contracts to 
purchase, land contracts, .and lease· 
purchase agreements where the title to 
the property remains with the seller 
until the agreed upon payments have 
been made by the buyer .. · 

Debt status. - The data are limited to 
owner-occupied mobile homes and 
trailers on less than 10 acres. Units 
where payments are· being made 
toward the pur~hase of the mobile 
home or trailer comprise the category, 
"Installment loan or contract." 

Mortgage insurance.-Th.e data are re
stricted to ovvner-o:ccupied units with a 
mortgage. or s~milar debt. In· addition, 
the units must be on~·family homes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the p-roperfy. 'chvner-cX:cup_ied co
operatives,. condominiums, mobile homes, 
and. trailers ar.e ~xcluded from the ~abu· 
lati()ns on m'?rtg('.IQ~, insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial protec· 
tion provided to the lender in ~Se th~ 
borrqwer fails to keep. up the require~ 
mortgage payments and defaults on the 
loan. Such insurance protecti~n is 'offe·r~: 
by both the Government, acting· as an.in· 
surance agent, and by private mortgage 
insurance companies. The Federal govern
ment agencies that currently insur~. or 
guarantee mortgages or similar 9ebts in· 
elude the Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), the . Veterans' Administr8tion 
(VA). and the Farmers Home Admi(iistra
tion. Mortgages or loans that are nOt.in· 
sured or guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the 
Farmers Home Administration are re-

. . .. I 

ferred to as "conventional" mortgages .. 
Mortgage debts insured or guaranteed by 
State or local government agencies"~re 
not included in the category "Insured by 
FHA, VA, or Farmers Home Administra
tion". 

The Federal Housing Administration 
insures loans on homes. The Veterans' 
Administration guarantees or in~ur,~~ 

loans under the Serviceman's Readjust· 
ment Act (G.l.Bill). The Farmers Home. 
Administration provides much the same 
service as F.HA, but confines its assistan~ 
to rural areas. . . 

Private mortgage insurance companie~. 
provide insurance protecti0!1 to lenders so 
that borrowers may obtain conventiona_I 
loans with higher loan-to-value ra~ios than, 
noninsured loans. Downpayment and 
monthly payment are often less than fo.r 
noninsured loans but terms .are generally 
longer and the borrower pays an insur
ance premium as part of th'e month.Iv 
mortgage payment. The data on private 
mortgage insurance is not separable from· 
data on other conventional loans ·and is 
therefore included in the category "Not 
insured or insured by private mortgage in· 
surance." 

Real estate taxes last year.-The data are 
restricted to owner-occupied, one-familY 
homes on less· than 10 acres without- a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied coop_eratives, 
condominiums, mobile' homes, and 
trailers. "Real· estate taxes last year" 
refers to the total amount of all real 
estate taxes payable on the enti_re prop-
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erty during the 1·ast billing period. It in
clUdes ·state a~d -local real estate taxes. 
Not included are payments on delinquent 
taxeS' due from prior yecirs or payments 
for·· sP:ecial assessmerits, facilities, or serv
ices. When the real estate taxes are i"n
cfuded with the mortgage, a ·separate 
amount for the taxes is'obtain~d. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes 
for last year per $1,000 value 'of the prop
erty (house and lot) are presented. Hous
ing units for which no taxes· are paid are 
excluded from the computaticin of the 
mean. 

PrOperty insurcince.-This ~efers to fire 
a~d·" hazard insurance; that· is, policies 
wtiich protect the unit and its contents 
agai_nst loss due to · da.mage bV fire·, 
lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included 
since this type 'of in~urance has fire and 
hazard insurance together with other 
typeS of homeowner protection such as 
liability. If the cost of the insurance was 
i~cluded' as part of the mortgage pay
ments, a separate amount for the iiisur-
3ilcie was obtained. The amount of the 
iiisul-ance premium reported was the 
amount paid for an entire 12-mo~th 

period even if made in two or more in· 
stallments. Property insurance is shown 
only aS ·a component of "Selected mon· 
thly housin·g costs" and "Selected mon
thly housing costs as percentage Of in
come." (See parts A, C, and E.) The data 
are preSented separately for owner-occu
pied, one-family homes on. less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
Or medical or dental office on the prop
er'ty and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied co
operative and c·ondominium units. 

Selected monthly housing casts.-The 
d8ta are presented separately for owner
occupied, one-family homes on less than 
10 acres without a commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office 'on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobi.le 
homes and trailers On less"than 10 acres. 
The datci exclude owner-ocCupied coop· 
erative and condominium units. Sep8rate 
distributions are shown for units "with a 
mOrtgage" and for units "owned free 

and clear." Selected monthly housing 
costs is the sum of payments for· mortgage 
or loan outstanding, real estate taxes 
(including taxes on mobile home or trail· 
er site if the site is owned). property in· 
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, 
and sewage disposal); fuel (oil; coal, kero
sene, wood; etc.). and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households that had a mortgage or 
similar debt but failed to report the 
amount of their payment and/or those 
households that did not report their real 
estate taxes were included in the ·~not re· 
ported" category. Likewise, for m6bile 
homes and trailers, households .that had 
an installment loan or contract but failed 
to report their loan payment-and/or their 
taxes were· also included in the "not re· 
ported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as per
centage of income.-The yearly housing 
costs (selected monthly housing costs 
multiplied by 12) are expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. This percentage is 
presented for the same owner-occupied 
units for which "selected monthly hous
ing costs"1 were tabulated (for exclusions, 
see "Selected monthly housing costs"). 
The percentage was computed ~eparately 
for each unit and was· rounded to the 
nearest tenth. For income and "selected 
monthly· housing costs" the dollar 
amounts· were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who re· 
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category"'not computed." 

Households that did not report the 
amount· of, or· did not pay mortgage or 
similar debt and/or real estat8 taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Acquisition of property. -This item in
dicates how the current owner acqUired 
the property; i.e., whether by purchase 
or by .. means ·other than purchase. Data 
are presented. for one-family homes 
which ~re on· less than 10 acres, owrled 
fre~ and clear and without a commercial 
establishment or ·medical or dental office 
~n the. property. . . . . . . · 

Placed or assi.Jti1ed 8 mortgage. - 1:°·his 
includes u·nits where th"e'Present·owner 

had to place One or more new mart· 
gages in order to obtain the property 
or assumed an existing mortgage· on 
the property. The intent is to deter
mine whether the property was ever 
mortgaged by the present occupants 
even though there was no mortgage at 
the time of the interview. 

Acquired through inheritance orgih.
This includes property acquired as a 
berieficiary of an estate and propertY 
acquired through ·a gift. · . · 

Paid all· cash.-ln· these cases, the 
owner paid cash for the total cost·of 
the property and no mortgage or other 
similar debt was involved. 

Acquired in other manner.-Th.is Cate· 
gory includes acquisitions of pro_per· 
ties through· foreclosure, delinQuent 
tax sale, corporate reorQan!zation, or 

·trade for another pr?perty. Also in
cluded are those cases in which the 
owner acquired the property with bo·r· 
rowed funds (for all or part of the pur
chase price or cost of constructio.ri) 
and this loan was not secured by the 
·property; i.e., a mortgage, deed .of 
~rust, land contraci;, etc. 

Alterations and repairs during the l~st i~ 
months . ...: The statistics refer to the 12 
months prior to the interview and, 1a~~ r~·
stricted to owner-occupied,' one-family 
ho~es on less than lo acres. without ·a 

. -
commercial establishment or ·medical Of 
dental office on the property. 

The data are presented according to 
whether the alterations and repairS cost 
less than $200 or $200 or more: The total · 
cost of the labor and materials was to be 
reported. However, if the labor was per: 
formed by the occupants or · prOvided 
without charge, only the cost of the 
maierials was obtained. The cost pertains 
to a sirigle job; for example, if several jobs 
were done, each costing less than $200 
bui the sum total was a.er $200; it was 
reported as costing less than $200 siriee 
none' of the jobs by themse1Ves cost 
$200 or more. 

Additions.-Additions refer to floor 
space built onto, above, or below an 
existing unit in order to increase .the 
enclosed space within the house; for 
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example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be 
construction of other buildings on the 
property. The building, such as a 
garage, may not neCessarily be .at

tached. 

Alterations. - These are permanent 
dlanges made either to the inside or 
outside of a structure including the 
surrounding grounds. Alterations in
side the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent 
modification of space; for example, 
construction of a breakfast nook in a 
kitchen. It may involve completely re
modeling a room, such as a kitchen or 
bathroom, or a structural change, such 
as separation of living and dining 
areas by a permanent room divider. It 
may also include attached equipment 
installed in the house for the first 
time; i.e .. built-in dishwas.her. Altera
tions outside the struCture consist of 
installing walks, driveways, feriCes, 
storm windows or doors, planting trees 
or shrubb~ry, or swimming pools built 
into the ground. 

Replacements. -This refers to the com
plete substitution of a new piece of 
fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed 
appliances for an old item that was 
previously there; for example, a new 
gas .furnace or central air-conditioning 
system for one that no longer func
tionOd properly. Excluded are appli
ances such as clothes washers, refrig
erators, or window· air-conditioners. 

Repairs. - This refers to jobs necessary 
for maintenance and preventive care of 
the structure, property,or fixed equip
ment; for example, painting, papering, 
floor sanding, mending water pipes, 
and replacing parts of large equipment 
such as a furnace valve. 

Plans for improvements during the next 
12 months.-This item is restricted to 
owner-occupied, one-family ~omes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. This item refers to the 
respondent's plans. if any, to make im
provements on the property (additions, 
alterations, replacements, or repairs) 
during the 12-month period following 
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the interview and whether the labor and/ 
or materials for any one job would cost 
more or less than $200. 

Purchase price of mobile home.-This 
iteni refers to owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The purchase Price is the total cost of 
the mobile home or trailer at the time 
of purchase including the downpayment 
but excluding site costs or closing costs. 
The "not purchased" category refers to 
mobile homes and trailers that were not 
purchased ~Y any occupant of the unit; 
for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 

Vear mobile home acquired.-This item 
pertains to owner-occu'pied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
"Year acquired" is the calendar year that 
the current owner took possession of the 
mobile home or trailer, not the year 
the mobile home or trailer was manu· 
factured. "Acquired" includes purchase 
as well as other forms of taking possession 
such as inheritance, gift, trade, and 
foreclosure. 

Mobile home aequired new.-The data 
pertain to owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Ac
quired new" means th.at no other person 
or family 1.ived in· the mobile home or 
used it for a ·business, etc., before the 
present owner acquired it. 

Contract rent.-Contract rent is the 
monthly. rent agreed to, or con~racted 
for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or 
services . are included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes and mo
bile homes and trailers on 10 acres or 
more. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown sep
arately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabu· 
lations. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent, termed 
''gross rent," is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity. ·gas,. water) and fuel~ (oil, 
coal. kerosene. ,wood. etc.) if these items 
are p8id for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative, wel· 
fare agency, Or friend) in addition to rent. 

Contract i"ent is the monthly rent ~gr~ed 
to, or contracted for, regardless of any 
furnishings, utilities, or se.rvices that maY 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 

·from varying practices in the inclusio'n Of 
utilities and fuel as part of the rental pay
ment. The estimated costs of water and 
fuels are reported on a yearly basis . but 
they are converted to monthly figures in 
the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
fam.ily houses on 10 aci-es Or mOre. 
Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. · 

Gross 'rent in nonsubsidized housing.
The gross rent for nonsubsidized housing 
units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, 
State, or local government rent subsidies, 
as well as one-family homes on 10 acres 
or more. Data on nonsubsi~ized units in 
this report are not based on government 
or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income.-The 
yearly gross rent (monthly gross rent 
multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. The percentage 
is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent was tabulated; 
thus, the statistics on Qross rent as per
centage 0°f income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied units. The per
centage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and in
come, the dollar amounts were used in 
the computation. Units for which no ·cash 
rent was paid and units occupied by fami
lies or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the 
category ''not computed.'~ 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as 
percentage of income.-This item was 
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computed in the same manner as "gross 
rent as percentage of incomeu except that 
~~nts and incomes for .. public and sub
sidized housing units were excluded. 
Data or:i nonsubsidized units in this re
poit are nOt based on government or 

· 10ca1 records; they are, therefore, sub
ject to the abiiity of a respondent to 
p;operly cl~ssify th1{unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

1.~.clusic:>n in rent (parking facilities, gar
~~ge and trash collection, and furniture).
Co.unts are shown separately for units in 

which parking facilities, garbage and trash 
collection, and furniture are incl.uded in 
the rent. The data are restricted to renter
occupied units for which cash rent is paid 

and ._e~clude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more. 
,;. ' 

Parking facilities. - The statistics refer 
to off-street parking facilities which 

are available in connection with the 
build_ing. The facilities are provided by 
the landlord or management and must 

· be available without additional cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be 
a garage, carport, driveway, or open 
lot where the occupant may park his 
car off the street. 

,,· Garbage and trash col/ection.-lncluded 
are units which have garbage and 
trash collection service available in 
connection with the building. T~e 

service may be public or priyate and 
must be available without additional 
. cost to the renter. If the garbage (food 
waste) is collected by one company 
and the trash (paper. cans, etc.) by 
another. the data refer to the garbage 
collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9, 
separate counts are alsc;> shown for 
renter-occupied units reporting addi
tional amounts paid for garbage and 
trash collection service. 

Furniture. -The statistics refer to furn
ished apartments or houses in which 
the management supplied major pieces 
of furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest 
of drawers, and. table and chairs for 
the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
cooking range or stove, lamps, and 
rugs are not considered furniture. 
Units in which the occUpants rent 

furniture from some source other than 
the management are not classified as 
furnished units. 

Rent asked.-For vacant units, the rent is 
the amount asked for the unit at the time 

.of the interview and may differ from the 
rent contracted for when the unit was 
occupied. The data are for vacant, year
round units for rent, excluding one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
median rent asked is shown se~rately 
for units in which the rent includes pay
ment for utilities (electricity, gas, and 
water) and. fuels {oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also 
shown for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities and fuels, as well as 
garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing.
A housing unit is classified as ·being in a 
"public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by 
a local housing authority or other public 
agency, such as a housing and redevelop
ment authority or a housing develOpment 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State govern.ment but 
the local agency owns the property. All 
~ther housing units are classified as 
"private housing." 

Private housing units are further classi
fied by whether the unit is subsidized; 
that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local govern
ment program pays part of the cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or 
operating expenses. These programs ·in
clude (1) the interest subsidy programs of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for rental and co
operative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program 
where part of the renJ: for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) 
the direct loan program of HUD for hous
ing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized 
housing exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres. or more arid renter units oCcupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addi
tion, the data are not q_ased on govern· 

ment or local records; the figures are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a re
spondent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who occupy a hOusing unit. 
By definition, the count of households 
is the same as the count of occupied 
housing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head"; 
that is, the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household co~position or type of house
hold.-Statistics by age of head are pre
sented separ,ately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person house
holds. Households having two or niore 
persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela
tives. -Each household in this group 
consists of the head and his wife, and 
other persons, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. In parts Band F, the 
category "husband-wife" consists of 
the head and his wife and all other per
sons occupying the unit whether or 
not they are related to the head . 

Other male head.-This category in
cludes .households with niale heads 
Who.are married, but with Wife absent 
beca':Jse of ~eparation or other rea_son 
where husb8nd and wife maintain sep
arate residences; and male heads who 
are widowed, divorced .. or single. In 
parts A, C, D, and E, this category in
cludes households with male head, 
wife present and n~nrelatives living 
with them. In parts Band F, all "male 
head, wife present" household~ are ip
cluded in the "husband-wife" cate
gory. 

Female head.-This grou.p comprises 
households with femal~ heads regard
less of their marital status. Included 
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are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands_ are 
living away from their families; for 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living-on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one per-
Son ·are. shown .separately as "one-person 
households" and are not included in the 
sui:,c.;tegories "other male head" and 
"female head." 

'Fan1i.ly.·or primary individual.-Housing 
units ar~ occupied by either "families" 
or "p'rimary individuals." The term 
"fa.mily" refers to the head of a house
hold and all (one or more) other persons 
liVin9 ·in the same household who are 
related tci the head by blood, marriage, 
or' 8doption'. If the head lives· alone or 
w~th nonrelatives only, then the head 
is considered a "primary' individual." 

. Married couples related to the head of 
a family are included in the family and 
are not considered as separate fain ilies. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unre
lated to the head is considered a member 
of the household but not of the family. 
· 'In the statistics on household composi
'tiori,· families are always included in one 
of the three major groups of ·two-or-
· more.Person households. Primary indi
·viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tab~lated as "other male head" or 
'-'female head." Primary individuals living 
alOne are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subbmily.-A subfamily is a married 
couple with or without children, or one 
parerit with one or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or his wife. The most common ex
ample of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's 
or wife's parents. 

Age of head.-The age classification re
fers to the age reported for the head of 
the household as of that person's last 
birthday. 

Persons 65 years .old and over.-All per
sons, including the head, who are members 
of the hou5ehold and are 65 years old and 
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over, are included in the count of persons 
65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child 
if he or she is a single {never married) son, 
daughter. stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own· children of 
subfamilies are excluded from the total 
count of own children·. 

Other relative of head.-This category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood, marriage, or adoption except wife 
or child of head and members of sub
families: 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
Partn·ers, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head.
The statistics refer to the highest grade 
of regular school completed and not to 
the highest grade attended. For persons 
still attending school, the highest grade 
completed. is one less thcin ·the one in 
which they· are currently enrolled. "Reg
ular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or 
parochial schools, colleges, universities, or 
professional schools, whether day or 
night school, and whether attendance was 
full or part time. That is, "regular school
ing" is formal education which may ad
vance a person toward an elementary or 
high school diploma, or college, univer
sity, or professional school degree. 
Schooling or tutoring in other than regu
lar schools is counted only if the·credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to 
a school in the regular scho<?I system. 
Household heads whose highest grade 
completed was in a foreign school system 
or in an ungraded sc;hool were instructed 
to report the approximate equivalent 
grade (or years) in the regular United 
States school system. They were not re
ported as having completed a given grade 
if they dropped out or failed to pass 

the last grade attended. Education re
ceived in the following types of schools is 
~ot counted as "regular schooling." 
Voccitional schools, trade schools, busi
ness schools, and non-credit adult educa
ti6n classes. ., 

Means of transportation and distance ari'd 
trav·el time to work.-The ·:statistics are 
restricted to household heads who had a 
job the week prior to the interview. A 
job is defined as a definite' arrangeinent 
for regular part-time or full-time work for 
pay every week or every month. Heads 
who do not report to the same place of 

· work ~Very day comprise the "No fixed 
place of work" category. 

Head's princf pal means of transpona
tiO.'! to Work.-lf different means of 
transportation are used on 'different 
days, ·the means used most often is 
reco~ded. ·1f_ more than one me'ans of 
transportaticin is used each day, the 
nieans covering the greatest distance is 
recorded. A ~·carpool" is where On·e or 
more persons regularly ride in the car 

·with the head; the head may share 
driving, ~riVe others, or ride with 
someone else: The category. "mass 
transportation" includes railroad; ·sub
way, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home. to work.-The 
statistics refer to the one-way distance 
the head of household travels from 
home to work. 

Travf!I time from hom.e to work.-The 
data ~efer to the average time it takes 

-. the household head to travel one-way 
from home to work. 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to the in
terview and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or welfare payments, and all 
other money income. The figures repre

. sent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income 
taxes, Social Security, .union ~ues, bond 
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purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

fn- this report, the statistics relate to 
the .money income of the family or pri
ma'rY individual occupying the housing 
unit i.e., the sum of the income of the 
head of the family and all other members 

\.,of the f~mily 14 years a.Id and over, or 
the -inco.me of the primary individual. 
Incomes of pe~sons living. in the unit 
but not related to the head of the house
hold are not included in this sum. 

· Wage or salary income is defined as the 
·total money earnings received for work 
performed a.s an employee at any time 

·during the 12-month period prior to the 
interview. It includes wages, sale.ries, 
pie~-rate payments, commissions, tips, 
C8sh bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net· 
.mO~eY income (gross receipts minus 
operating expenses) received from a busi
ness," professional practice, partnership, or 

. farm in which the person was self. 
employed .. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
· income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis· 
ability insurance programs for retired per· 
sons, dependents of d.eceased · insured 

. workers, or disabled workers; and deduc· 
tions for Medicare and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis· 

. ability, and survivors•' benefit payments 
made 'by the U.S. Government under the 
Rai.lroad Retirement Act are also in· 
eluded. Separate payments received for 
hospital or .other rriedicai" care are not 
included. 

Income from all other sources includes 
money income received from sources 

such ·as periodic· payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts from roomers or 
boarders; riet royalties; public assistance 
or welfare .Payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs, such as old age assistance, aid 
to families.with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re· 
ceived for tr.ansportation and/or subsis· 
tence by persons participating in special 
governmental training programs such as 
the Area . Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training 
Act; workmen's compensation cash bene· 
fits; p0riodic payments bY the Veterans' 
Ai:lministration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of de
ceased veterans; public or private pen· 
sions; periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony or child 
support from persons who a're not mem· 
bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
and nonserVice scholarships and fellow· 
ships. 

Receipts from .the following sources 
were not included as income: Value of 
income "in kind,''. . such as free living 
quarters, housing subsidies, food stamps, 
or food produced and consumed 'in the 
home; money received from the sale of 
property (unless the recipient was en· 
gaged;in !fie business of selling such prop
erty); mo.ney borrowed; tax refund; with· 
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 
of moriey .between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lump
sum .insurance payments, inheritances, 
and other _types of lump-sum receipts. 

. ' 

The income statistics and the charac· 
teristics of the household refer to differ
ent periods in time. For 1977, the' in.come 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the 
interview and. the household characteris· 
tics refer to the date of the interview. For 
1970, income data refer to the calendar 
year 1969, but the household character
istics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
income does not include amoUnts re· 
ceived by persons who were members of 
the tam ily during all or part of the. in
come period if these persOns no 10rl9er 
resided with the fami~y a~ the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family in· 
c9me includes amounts rep<?rted bv' r~
lated persons who did not reside with the 
family during the entire· income period 
but who were members of the family_at 
the time 'at the interview. For most 
families, however, the income repOrted 
was received by persons who wer~ mem· 
be rs of the tam ily throughout the income 
period . 

There may be significant differences in 
the income data between the Annual 
Housing Survey and other Bureau of th'e 
Census' surveys and ce~suses. F~r 0xam· 
pie, the time perio~ for income data i!1 
the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the· interview while 
other income data generally refer to the 
calendar year prior to the date .of the in· 
terview. Additional differences in the in· 
come data may be attributed to factors 
such as the various ways income. ques
tions are asked, the sampling variability 
and nonsampling errors between the An· 
nual Housing Survey and other Bureau 
surveys and cenSuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro
cedures. 
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Area Classifications and Definitiqns and Explanations 
of Subject Characteristics 

. AREA CLASSIFICATIONS •• 

Urban and rural residence . 

Farm-'nonfarm residence .. . 

Counties ........... . 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical 

Areas . . . . .. · · · · · · 

OEFINITIONS ANO EXP LANA· 
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS .•.••.• 

General ............ . 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1976 Annual 
Housing Su~ys .. : .. 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing dat8. 

Comparability with 1970 
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CorTiparability wit:h other 
current reports. ; .. 

Living Qu~rters , .. 

Housing units ••••• 

Group quarters .... 

Rules for mobile hOmes. 
hotels, ·rooming houses, etc. 

Institutions ........ . 

Year-round housing units •. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construe· 
tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory • 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster • . . . . . . .. 

Units lost through other 
means. . . . . . . . . . 

Unspecified units ..... 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac· 
teristics . . . . . . . .... 

Occupied housing units .. 

. Race .•.••.•.••••• 
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Tenure ........ . 

Site tenure ........ . 

Previous occup8ncy ..... . 

Cooperatives and condom in· 
iums ........... . 

Reason for no-cash-rent 
occupancy .. · ..... . 
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Ye8!r head moved into unit ... 

Recent movers. .......•. 
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'recent movers ....... . 

Same or different head . . . . 
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Vacant housing units ..... 
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Rental vacancy rate ... . 
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Utilization Characteristics .. 

Persons ........ . 

Rooms ...... . 

Persons per room . . 

Bedrooms ..... . 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities. . 

Condition of kitchen facilities. 

Basement ....... . 

Year structure built .. 

Units in structure ... 

Elevator in structure . 

Stories between main and 
apartment entrances. .. 

Storm windows. storm doors, 
and attic or roof insulation. 

Mobile homes anchored with 
tiedowns or other means .. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes .......... . 

Roof .......... . 

Interior ceilings ar.d walls . 

Interior floors ........ . 

Selected structural deficiencies 
and wish to move . . . . . .. 

Overall opinion of structure .. 

Common stairways ..... . 

Light fixtures in public halls. 

Electric wiring ..... . 

Electric waif outlets. .. 

Electric fuse blowouts . 

Parking facilities. ... 

Plumbing Characteristics. 

Plumbing facilities .. 

Compktte bathrooms. 
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.... 

supply ............ . 
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Flush toilet .... 
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Telephone available .. 

Heating equipment .. 
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Fuels used for house heating 
and cooking . . . • • . . . . • 
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Owned second home : . App-14 

Services and Neighborhood 
Conditions ........... . 

Garbage collection service . . App·.14 
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Neighborhood conditions and 
neighborhood services. . . . App-14 

Financial Characteristics. . App-15 

Value .... ., .... ·. App-15 

Value-income ratio . . . . . . App-16 

Sales price asked . . . . . . . . APP-16 

Garage or carport on property. . App-16 

Mortgage or debt status . .. . . 

Mortgage insurance ..... , . 

. Real estate taxes last year . . . 

Property insurance . . . 

Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly ~ousing costs 
as percentage of income ... 

Acquisition of proper_ty .. , 

Alterations an~ repairs during 
the last 12 months. . . . . . 

Plans for.improvements duri;.g 
the next 12 months ..... . 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile home acquired .. 

Mobile home acquired new 

Contract rent . . . . . . . . . . 

Gross rent ....... , . , 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housi,ng ..... _ · · ... · · 
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income , ......... , . 
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income ... : ....... . 

Inclusion in rent (parking fa
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Public, private. or subsidized . 
housing ........... . 
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Household ......... . 

Head of household ..... . 
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type of household ..... · .. 

Family or primary individual 

Subfamily ......... '. .. 

Age of head .......... . 

Persons 65 years old and over . 

Own children ........ . 

Other relative of head . . . . . 

Nonrelative . . . . . . . . . . . 

Years of 1Chool completed by 
head .•......... 
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Household Characteristics-Continued 
Means of transportation and 

distance and travel time to 
work •.....•.••.•• 

Income ..•.•••..•.•. 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1977 •.••• 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

App-20 

App-20 

App-22 

Urban and rural residence.-Urban hous
ing comprises all housing units in urban

ized area"s and in places of 2,500 inhabi
tants or more outside urbanized areas. 
More specifically, urban housing_ consists 
of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 
iilhabitants or more incorporated as 
cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska)_, 

and towns (except in the New· England 
States, New. York, and Wisconsin), but 
exclt..iding those housing units in the rural 

portions of extended cities; (b) unincor
porated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more; and (c) othef territory, incor
porated or unincorporated, included in 
urbanized areas. Housing units not classi· 
died as urban constitute rural housing. 
·Information on the historical develop· 
ment of the urban-rural definition ap· 
pear~ in the 1970 Populatio·n Census 
~C( 1)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey. the 
urban and rural residence classification of 
the housing units is .the same as in the 
1970 census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence.-ln rural areas, 
occupied housing units are Subdivided 
into rural-farm hous~ng, which comprises 
all rural units on farms, and rural-non· 
farm housing, which comprises the re
m·aining rural units. Occupied housing 
units are classified as farm units if they 
are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more di.Jring the 
12-r:nonth period prior to the interview or 
on ·places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of farm products amounted 

·to $250 or more during the 12-month 
period prior to· thEi interview. Occupied 
units in rural territory which do not meet 
the defiriition for ~arm housing _are classi· 
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fied as nonfarm. All vacant units in rural 
areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties 

The primary divisions of most of the 
States are t~rmed counties; in Louisiana, 
the corresponding areas are te:rmed par
ishes. Alaska has no ~ounties; 'in thiS. 
State, -area's 9~siQna~e,d as_:cen54s divisions 
have been 'defined for generBI statistical 
purposes by the State in cooP~ratiOn with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
_county equivalents. Fo.ur States (Mary
land, Missouri, Nevada, ar1d Virginia) con
tain one ,or more cities that are inde
pendent of any county; for statistical pur
poses, these independent cities a'.e treated 
as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The definitions of standard metropoiitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defioed and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were de
fined in January 1968 and an additional 
13 were defined in February 1971 on the 
basis of the results of the 1970 census. 
Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after Febru
ary 1971 are not reflected in this series of 
reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office· 
of Management and Budget (formedy 
Bureau of the Budget). 

E~cept in the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must in
clude at least one central city, and the_ 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 

central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria· used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city boundaries. For a few cen

··· tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in part~ of the city classified as 
rui-al in the 1970 Census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introdUctory text of this 
report, the 1977 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by·per'sonal interview. The 
survey interviewers were instructed to 
read the questions directly from the ques
tionnaire. The definitions and exp.lana
tions given for each subject ~re, to a con
siderable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in 
the collection of the data. This material 
helped the field interviewers to urlCfer· 
stand more fully the intent of each ques
tion and thus to resolve problem or un
usual cases. Additional explanatory infor
mation has been added to this portion of 
the text to assist the user in understand
ing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1976 
Annual Housing Surveys.-Most of the 
concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 through 1977 reports are essentially 
the same. However, t~ere are significant 
differences in the measurement of losses 
from 1970 between the 1973 report and 
the 1974 through 1977 reports. In the 
1974 through 197.7 ·reports, the data 
refer to losses of individual housing units, 
but, in 1973, a housing unit was counted 
as a loss only when the whole structure 
in which the unit was located was lost 
from the inventory. In addition, the 
source ·of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1977 reports is the 1970 census 
unpublished tabulations; however, the 
i!i70 data in the 1973 report are from 
both publis!ied and unpublished tabula
tions. 

Additional differences, if any, are dis· 
cussed under the particular subject la~r 
iri the section. Because of the relatively 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

small sample size, particular care should 
be taken in making year to year compari
sons, especially where there are small 
differences between the figures (see 
append ix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of H~us· 
ing data.-The concepts and definitions 
are essentially the same for ite~s that 
appear in both the 1970 census and the 
1977 survey. 

There is a major difference, howeVer, 
in the time period Ot the "recent mover" 
classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, 
"recent movers" are households that 
moved into their unit during the 12 
months prior to the interview, a time 
period of 1 year or less,_ In the 1970 Cen· 
sus ·of Housing reports, different time 
pE!riods were used. In Volume II, Metro· 
p"olitan Housing Char8cteristics, the short
eSt time period for "year moved into 
unit," is "1969 to March 1970" ( 1 1/4 
years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to 
December 1970 (approximately 2 years); 
and in. Volume VII, No. 5, Mover House· 
holds, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences. if any, 
are discussed under the particular subject. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 
1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the exten
si~e use of Self-enumeration in the census . 
in contrast "to personal interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in 
processing proceduies; the estimation 
procedures and sample designs; the sam
pling variability of the estimates from the 
Ari.nual Housing Survey: to a smaller ex
tent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated . with the 
Annual Housing Survey estimates; and 
the nonsam.pling errors associated with 
the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics 
of changes in the housing inventory be
tween the 19SO and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 
selected SMSA's in the 1970 Census of 
Ho~sing, Volume IV, Components of In· 
ve~tory Change. In volume IV the data 

are based on information for a sample of 
housing units enumerated in1 late 1_970 as 
part of the 1970 census. Data are pro· 
vided for.such components of_change be
tween 1960 and 1970 as new construc
tion, conversions, other additions, demo
litions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 an~ in 
1970. 

·In parts A and E of this series, data for 
some of these components are shown; 
i.e., new cOnstruction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses Isome other 
means). The 1977 data on new construc
ti.o.n were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from buildin_g 
permits. The 1970 Components of lnven· 
tON Chan9e data were obtained from the 
1970 census tabulations of the "year 
structure built" item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as 
added by "new constructio.n." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," 
"mortgage insurance,'~ "real estate taxes 
last year," "selected monthly housing 
costs," and "acquisition. of property" are 
presente_d in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume. V, Residential Finance. In vol-. 
ume V, the data are based on information 
collected for a sample of housing units in 
the Residential Finance Survey which was 
conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 
census. The 1971 report provided data on 
the financing of homeowner and rental 
proper.ties, including Characteristics of the 
mortgages, properties, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the data in this report and 
volume V include the following.' The 
basic unit of tabUlation in this report iS 
the housing unit; in volume V, it is the 
property. Data on mortgage status and 
mortgage insurance in th is report. are 
based on the occupant's answer; in vol
ume V, mortgage status and mortgage in
surance were verified by the lender. In 
this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs reflect the total 
amount of real estate taxes and ho1;1sing 
costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V the· tabulations for real estate 
taxes and selected monthly housing costs 
include special assessments. 

Comparability with11970 Census of Popu· 
lation data.-ln the 1970 census, data for 

"years of school completed" were based 
on ,:~sponses to two questions-the high
est grade or year of regular school each 
household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1977 Annual Housing Survey. data 
for "years, of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question
the highest grade or year of regular 
sc.hool completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey may. 
overstate the edUcatio·n· 1evel of the head 
of the household;- that is, respondents 
may have reported the grade or year the 
'head was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade 
or year was completed. 

Comparability with other current re
ports.-This series of reports contains in
formation similar to that contained in 
some of the other current Census Bureau 
reports, such as the Current Housing 
Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current 
Population Reports, and the Current Con
struction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of pro
cedural differences mentioned below, 
care should be taken when comparing 
data from the Annual Housing Survey. 
with data from other. current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy 
Survey.-Data on vacancy rates and char
acteristics of vacant units from the Hous
ing- Vacancy Survey are available for the 
United States by inside and outside stand
ard metropolitan statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey, with a sample size of 
approximately 58,000 units (interviews 
obtained for approximately 55,000 occu· 
pied and vacant housing units), is con
ducted monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current 
Population· Survey. Data are published 
quarterly and annually in Current Hous
ing Reports, Series H-111, Housing 
Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used .in 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as sampling variability, nonsampling 
errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 
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Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population Survey.-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly .sample 
.Urvey of approximately 70.000 desig
nated s8mple·. units .. From the· data cc;>I·· 
lec_ted in the._ Current Population Survey, 
the ,. Bureau: issues several publications 
under the ge.neral title' C~;rerit Popul8tion 
AepOrts.-' lri~luded are reports on house· 
hold arid 'family." characteristics, mobility 
of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definiti9ns 
used in th is ·report are essentially the 
same as those used in the Current Popula
tion Reports, and the intent of both the 
Annual 'Housing Survey and the Current 

PopuiatJon Survey is the same, there is a 
major difference in the concept of 
"mover." In parts D an~ E, .household 
heads that moved into their. units during 
the_ 12 mont~s prior to the interview are 
classified as "recen~ mover's." In the Cur
rent Population Survey, individuals whose 
curr~nt place of residence is different 
from that of March 1970 are cl~s;ified as 
"move.rs." 

There are also likely to be significant 
differences in the data on income an'd 
years of school completed. The ti~e 

period· covering income is different in this. 
series ·of repOrts because income data·, 
cover the 12 months Prior to the date of 
the interView while the income data in 
th~ Curre"nt POpulation Survey refer to 
the C31endar year prior tO the' date of the 
interview. There· are al So significant dif· 
ferences.in the way inc~me questions are 
asked. For "years of school completed.by 
head,;, the differences cited in the sec
tion, "Comparability• with 1970 Census 
of _.Population data," also apply_ to the 
C~rrent Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 
1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Current

1 Popul~tion Survey may be attri
but~d to factors such as the sanipling vari· 
ability ar"!_d-' non.sampling errors. of ·th.~ 

figures-from. ttie two surveys, survey pro
cedures and· techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership.-The . 
1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership 
ts a sample survey cove.ring approximately 
20,000 of the-designated-sample units in 
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the. 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were coilected On ownership, aV~ilabili~ .' 
and recent pui-chaseS of automobiles and 
other· _vehicles, television sets,· and se· 
lected major household appliances. Infer· 
mation on the price paid is obtained fcir. 

recently purchased .iterris. The data can be. 
obtained by writing to the DirectOr, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C, 
20233. 

Although the Survey ·of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey; .there are 
diff~rences in the concepts and defini
tions between th.e two. For examPle, the 
data on automObiles and other four-wheei 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the sUrVey. of 
Purchase$ and Ownership' reflect the nU;.;,·~ 
ber ,of ~ch vehicles. that ~re owne~ or 
being bought by a member of the family. 
The data collected in the Annual H

0

ousing 
Su~ey ·reflEict the :num.tJer ~f 3utomobiles 
and··trucks owned or regularly used by 
a~y member of the household, including. 
nOnrelatives. Addiiional differences riiay · 
be ·attributed to such factOr~ as. e'stima
tion procedures, sanipling variability, and 
nonsam"pling errors. . . 

Current Construciion Reporis ;frqm _the. 
Survey of Construction and Suritey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs.-)"he 
Census Bureau issues several pUbtications. 
uiider the general title, Cu~rent Construe-· 
tion .Reports. The data for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Con
st.rUCtion rind Survey of Resid~nlial· Alter-' 
atfons and Repairs. ' '1 

·The Survey .of· ConstrLiCtion consists_· 

of approximately 16,000, perm.it-issuing 
places iliroughout the United States. The 
report~ from the· survey contairl currerit 
data on housirlg starts and ·completion_s,. 
ConstrUction authorized by. building per
m-its, housing units autho.riied for demoli· 
tion in perrriit-issuing. places, new, one
family hom~s sold·a~d for. sale, chaq~cter·, ~ 
istics of new houS:ing, and value of new 
constructi~n put in place .. The concepts 
and definitions used in th.is report diffe~ 
from some of those used in the Surv.ey of 
Construction. The major: . differe~ce ,~s · 
that the Survey of Constructi~n sh~ws 
counts and characteristics of. ~ousing 

units in various stages. of. constructi~n 

through completion. The Annual Hous· 
ing, ~urvey shows cou.ntk and char~cter
istics of .the existing housing inventory . 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Ar:inual Housing Survey and ~e Survey 
of Construction may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability 
anc;t nonsampling ~rr_ors of the figures 
from. the two surveys, survey procedures, 
and techniques, . and ,processing pro
cedures. 

The Surv'ev of Residential Alterations 
and Repairs is a sample survey of approx i· 

· mately 4,500 designated owner·occupied 
properti~s. The survey 'collects data on 
expenditures by property owners for up
ke~p aiid: improvement of residential 
p~operties including .. renter-occupied 
housing units, single as well as multiunit. 
structures, and units on 10 acres or more. 
Tf:te data on alterations and repair~ in tf1 is. 
report are _resiricted to one-fa~ily homes 
o.i:i. less than 10 acres a11d no business on 
property. For· addition.~! info_rmatior:i on 
the Survex of Reside~tial Alterations and 
Repairs, see Current ,Construction Re
p~rts, ·~er~es- C50, Residential Alteraii~ns. 
a~d Repairs. 

Living QiJarters 

Living quarters are. classified as either 
housing units or group quarter~. Usually,. 
living quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use {e.g.-, a one-family 
home, apartment hou~. hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living quarters may also be in struc
tures. intended for . nonresidential use 
(~.g., the rooms in .a warehouse where a 
watchman lives}, as w~ll as in places such 
as tents, caves, .and .old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of ~ooms~ or a 
single room occupied :·or intended for oc· 
cupancy as separate _living _.quarters. 
S~parate living . quarters are those - in 

whi~h the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the structure 
and which have either (1) direct access 
from the outside of the building or 
th~ough a commop hall which is used or 
intended to be used by the occupants cif 
another unit or by the general public or 
(2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
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exClusive' use of the occupants. The occu
pants may be a single family. one person 
·1iving alone, two or more families livirig 

·together, or any other group of related or 
unrelated persons who share living ar

, rangements (except as described in the 
·section on grOup quarters). For ·vacant 
~units, the crite~ia of separateness, direct 
access, and complete kitchen facilities 
for e-XclusiVe use are applied to the in
'tended occupants whenever possible. If 
the· information cannot be obtained, the 
criteria are· applied to the Previous occu
pants. Both occupied and vacant hous
ing uhits are included in .the housing in
ventory, except that mobile_ homes, trail
~rs, tents, caves, boats, railr~ad"cars, and 
the like, are included only if they are 
occupied. 

~roUp quarters.-GrOup quarters are 
living arrangements · for institutional 
·i~mates or for other· groups containin9 

five or more persons not related to the 
P'e~so'n in charge. ·Group quarters are . 
IOcated most frequently in institutions, 
boarding house$, military barracks, col
lege dormitories, fraternity and sorority 

· hou~s. hospitals, monasteries, convents, 
and ships. A house or apartment is con
sidered group quarters if it is ~hared. by·· , . 
'the person in charge and five or more 
nonrelatives, Or, if there is no persorl in 

·charge, by six or more unrelated persons. 
Information on the housing character· 
isj~cs of grOUp quarters was not collected. 

Rules for mobile homes. hotels. rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile ho":les or trailerS, 
ten·tS~ b~ats, or railroad cars ·are not con· · 
~idered housin9 .units if vacant, u~d only 
fcir business, or used only for vacatioiis. 

. Occupied roo~s or· suites of rooms in 
hOtelS, motels·, and similar places are clas
sified as housing units only when occu- · 
piCd..,. by permanent residerits; i.e., persons 
who consider the hotel as their usual 
place of residence or have no usual place· 
Of re' side nee elsewhere. Vacant room's or 
suites of. rooms are classified as housing 
un.itS only· if located in hotels, motels, 

'and similar places in which 75 percent or 
more of the accommodations are occu-
pied by permanent residents. 

:If any of the occupants.in a rooming 
"or boarding house live and eat separately 

from everyone else in the building and 
have either direct .access or. complete 
kitchen facilities fOr exclusive use~ their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. The remaining quarters are com
bined. If the combined quarters coriiain 
four ·or fewer roomers unre.lated to- the 
head, the'y are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters ·contain 
five ·or more roomers Unrelated "to the 
head or·person in ch~rge,·they a.re classi·, 
fied aS group ~ucirters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living_ 
quarters of ·the supervisory staff and 
other emp.loyees are separate housing 
units if th.ey scitisfy the housin9 unit cri
teria; other living qu'arters ·are considered 
group quarters. "' 

lnstitutions.-LiVing quarters a:f _staff per· 
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
~tisfy the housing unit criteria'. Other 
living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Year-round housing units.;-Data on hou.s
ing characteristics are limited to~ year
round housing unitS; i.e., all occupied 
units plus vacant unitS:..Vhi~h are intended 
for year-round use. Vacant unitS inte~ded 
for seasonal occupancy· and vacarit units 
held for migratory labor are excluded 
because it is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for them. ·However, this r~~ 
port does present counts of. the total 
housing inventory which includes; all 
vacant, seasonal .. and migratory housing 
units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 
1977 reports shown for "all year-round 
housing units" may not be comparable to 
the, corresponding data shown in the 
1973 reports, because the 1974 through 
1977 tabulations included an estima
tion procedure which adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
"vacant-seasorial and migratory" units 
separately to' independent current esti
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source ·and Reliability of 
the · Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with Several· categories of year
round vacancieS (rented or sold, not occu
pied; held for occcisional use; and other 
vacant) and adjusted to• the combined 

toial· of ·the independent estim.ates'· fOrJ 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1977 d~ta fcir ~·vaCant-seasOnal 'and-: 

migiatorY" hoUsing units and.,. for "all· 
year-round housing 1Units" adhere more· 
close iv· to the independently derived 'cur
'rent 'estimates ·ttian they did in 1973. The·: 

i974 through 1977 · characieristics for· 
"all' occupied units," ·"owner 'occupied," 
and "rent~r Occupied" a·re, however, ·coni· 
parable 'with . the' correspOnding 1973. 
data'. 

... ' 

Change~. in :the Ho"usi'ng Inventory· 

~inits · added by new_ con.struction . .;-A'. 
h6using unit built in April 1970Or:1ater ._ 
is classified as a unit added by "new con· · 
struction:;, I nforrri"atiOn" was, cOllecte_q ~l'.1.· 
vacant ·units under construction at the . . . . . . , . . . . . . I 
time of the intervi~w. only if.construc
tion had proce~d~d to ·a .p.oint th~t all ' 

• . • <I '' •: • - " ., 

exterior windows· and doors were in-
. ' ' • - - - . . I. - "• . ! 

stalled and final usable floors were in ·... -. " . : ' . . . ' .. 
Place .. :Housing units built during· this. 
period;. but remov~d from the -housing : 
inVentory before ·the interview are not 
reflected in the new ·construction ·coUnts . 
for the 1970 to: 1977 period. ln .. the . . I 
Annual Housing Surve'y, data on new con- .. 
struction were obt~ined primarily. from·~~ 
sample of units. selected .fro~. building', 

permits; in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume 1V, cOm~onents of l_nvent~ry 
Change, new construction· data were 9b: 
tained from tabulations'of th_e 1970 cen· 
sus sample records of units built .1960 or 
later.' ~ · ' ' ,. 

Uniti 1.0st from the iilveritory .-:-CharaCter.
istics are·' presente-d for the total of all 
Units removed from the 1973 housing in·· 
ventory in 1973 or later through' demo
li~ion ·or disaster and 'th rough Other 
means. Separate counts of ,;demolition 
or disaster" losses and of'/~Other losses" 
are shown in part A of th is series. The 
1974 through 1977 surveys cover. ~II 
losses, inclUding those in structures .that ~ : 
were not completely lost·: · 

,, 
Units lost through demolit_ion_ or disaster. 
-A housing unit which existed ..in OctO- : 
ber 1973 'and was torn down on the initia-· · 

.·tive of. a publiC agenc'y 'or as' a rfisU It of' 
·~ction··Q'n the' part of the owner Is cl3sSi
fied as ~a urlit 'lost· through de~olition·. 
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Units destroyed by fire, flood, or .other 
natural causes are classified .as units . . . 
lost through _disaster. In the 1973 survey, 
a housifJQ unit was coun~ed as a .d.emoli· 
ti on or disaster loss when the. whole 
structure in which it was loCated was 

:lost from the invento,Y. In the. 1974 
through 1977 survey~ and in the '1970 
Census of Housing, Volume 1.V, Com· 
ponents of Inventory Change, the data.on 
lo~ses refer to all.~ousing· unit losses, in
cluding lqsses of units in struc.tures which 
~till contc:-ined one or m.ore housing units. 
In addition, units lost_. through disaster 
were counted in 1970. as ~·units lost .. ,·. 
through oth~r.means." 

Units lost . ihrough other means.-Any 
houSing unit· which existed in October 
1973 is counied" as Inst' through other 
mea"ns' when.'it was lost from the hou'sing 
inventory through· mean·s Other than 
demolition or disasie'r·. This. comP~rient 
inclucJe.s .the following 'types 'of liis.;.s: 

1 .. Units lost by change to group quar· 
ters; for example, a housing unit that 
was occuJ>ied by a family in 197.3 and 
by a family and five· lodgers at the 

· .... time of the 1977 suivey. 

. ·2.: Unit$ lost '".from the inventory 
'because. they. are vacant aild either 

·.·the roof, wallS, d~ors or windows no 
longer protect the' interior fro~ the 
elements or ~e unit is severely dam
'aged by fire. · _ 

3. Vacant Units lost from· the inven
tory. ~cause there is. positive evidence 
{sign, notice, mark on th_e house or 
.block) that th~'units are seheduled for 
dem_'?lition or. rehabilitation· or that 
theY .. are condemned .for reasons of 
health or safety SO that further OCCU· 
~ ... ' ~ ~ 

pancy is !)rohibited. 

<!. Units'. lost by change ·to entirely 
nonresidential use. 

5. Units· moved from si~ since Oc
tober 1973. Such moves in the same 
area do nOt Oecessarily resu It in a net 

- loss fro~ the. total inventory since 
·they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a 
housing unit wa's coun~d 8'sf losi through 
other means when the entire. structure in . . . 
App-6 .. 

.which it w,as located was lost to the hous· 
ing inventory through .means other thar.i 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys,. the data on losses 
refer to all hou~ing unit lo~s including 
losses .. of units in structures which still 
con~ained -orie or more housing units. 

Unspecified units.-There -are· othe.r com
ponents of change ·in the housing inv~n
tory for which the Annual Housing Sur· 
vey proVides no si>ecific ~~asures. The 
survey procedures do not" incluOe a meas
u~e of conversions and mergers and uni~s 
added· from other sources such as non
residential structures. The net effect of 
theS!? omissio.n~·on the change in-the total 
housing inventory is not k~own. · 

U'?its changed by conversion.-Conver· 
sion refers to .the creation of 'two or 
'm~re ho~sing units. frorTI ·fewer UOi_ts 
through structural alteration or change 

.in u~. StruCtu·r-af alteratio'n" includes 
such changes as a~ding a roam· Or. i~
stalling Partitions tb . form another 
housing unit. ·change in'use is a Siinple 
l-earrarlgem.ent in the uSe of . space 
without structural alteration, such· as 

· locking a door which closes off one or 
moie rooms t~ form a separate hous
ing unit. 

Units .changed by merger.-A merger is 
the result of combining. two or more 

. housing units into fewer unitS through 
structural alteration or change in use. 
Structural alteration includes such · 
changes as the removal Of partitions or 
dismantling of kitchen fai:ilitie• Change 
in use may result from a simple rear
rangement of space withOut structural 
alteration; ·such as urilOckiilg a· dOor 

. which formerly separated two housing 
units. A changifin'Lise 31s0 occurS, for 
example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house which formerly con
tained a separate housing unit·on each 
floor. 

'' .. 
Units added through other sources.
Any housing unit added to the inven· 
tory through sources other than new 
construction or conversion is classified 
as a unit added through othe~ sources. 

, This component: includes units created 
from living ~uarters previously classi-

,.fied as gioup quarters and units cre
ated from nonresidential space such as 

: a store, garag.e, or barn. Also included 
are units· moved from one site to an
other. Such u~its, it' moved within the 
same area, do not.necessarily result in 
a net addition to· the total inve~tory 
since they. pr~sumably represent units 

· lost in the place frolJl which they were 
moved. A previo~sly vacant. mobile 
h~me or trailer, whether on a different 
site or the same site, is a net addition 
if currently occupiec;t as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupi8d if a person o~ 
group of perSans iS living in it at the time 
of the interview or if' the occupants .. are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vaCation. However, if. the ~nit was. oc-. . ' 
cupied entirely by persons with a usual 
place' of residence e1sewhere, the 'unit i~ 
P'rassified as vacant.. By: defini

1

tion, the 
Count of occupied hou~ing units iS the 

same as ~e count of hou.seholds. 

Race.-The· classification by · ra~ shown 
'here refers to the race of ihe head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race as used by the . . . . 
,Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientif_ic definitions _of biological stock. 
The interviewer was, to report the race 
of the head of the ,household in three 
categories:. White, Black 'tNegro), and 
other. The last category includes Ameri: 
·Can Indian, Chi~ese, E~kimo, Japanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White 
and Black. Figures on te'nure are ·given 
separately for White and' Black h~useh~ld 
heads; units with household heads of 
other iaces are included in the total in 
table 1 of parts A and E and may be de· 
rived by subtr~cting the sum of White 
and .Black from the total. More detailed 

.. characteristics of units with Black house· 
hold head are presented in separate 
tables. The classification of race in· the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the 
interviewer based on his own observation. 
In the 1970 census .. race was essentially a 
self.elassification by, people according to 
the. race with which they identified them· 
selves. 
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Spanish . origin.-The classification by 

Spanish origin. here refers to, the origin of 
the head of tl)e household.occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed charaCteristics of 
units with head of Spanish origin are pre· 

· .sented in separate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on .the basis of a Questiori 

... that asked for self-identification .of a 
'.: person'.s origin. or desCent. Respondents 

were asked to .select their origins 'from a 
-. ''flash 'card." Persons Of Span is~ origin 

were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican ~merican, Chicano, 

. r.Mexican, Mexicano; Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
t Central. or South .Ameri.can, or other 
,Spanish. 

Care sho.uld be exercised in the inter· 
. prei:ation of differences -in the ·estimated 
coUnts Of Spanish-origin 'houSeholds 

0

be!Ween the 1977 Annual Housing· Sur·. 
.~YeY 3nd the 1970 ce_nsus and other'cur· 

1
1rent surveys. In the· 1970 census and cur· 
\''rent surveys'. reports, Spanish persons 
'·are identified ~ccording io various criteria: 

• 
1-Bi~thpla~. birthplace of parents, Ian· 

- !guage, surname, and oriQin or._descent. In 
·addition, research indicates that 19~0. 

'estimates .of Spanish-origin households 
inay - be' significantly overstated in· the 
Sou.th Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1970 Census some respondents 
apparently misinterpreted the SpaniSh
~rigin category, "Central' ·or· South 
American·~ to mean the central or south
ern part of the U.S. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "o~ner occu
Pied" if the OWner or co-awrier lives in 
the unit, even if it is mortgaged o'r not -
fully paid for: A cooperative or con· 
dominium unit is ·"owner occupied'' 
only if the owner or co-owner lives iil it. 
All other occupied uriits are ·classified as 
·~renter occupied," iricluding ·units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without. 
payment of Cash rent. 

Site 'tenure.-Separai:e data are available 
OIJ_. t~nure of mobi_I~ home and trailer 
sites. Site .. ~nure for owner-occupied 

•.mobile honies· and "traile,rs. is restricte~ 
to mobile-homes and~trailers on less than 
1. Q. acres. The site is owned if the occu

. p~nts own or are buying ~e site-on which 
the mobile home is located. The site is 
c~nsidered .rented if the occupants pay 

a rental_ fee f9r the use ·of the site, ttl~ site 
re_nt is paid by someon~. not living in the 

·sample- unit, .or the occupants neither 
own _nor pay cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy • ...:. The -classification 
of previous ocCupancy_ is divided into two 
categories, "previously occupied" and 
"not previously .occupied." "Previously 
occupied'.' indicate's th_ai some perso_n or. 
persons not related to the head by blood, 
marr.iage, or adoption _occupied the 
sample unit prior to the h·ead's or other 
related ho~~hold_ member'S occupa~cv: 
"Not , previo4sly occupied" indicates 
that either the· head or some other cur· 
re".lt house.hold member related to the 
head by blood, marriage or adoption was 
tht? first occupant of._ the san:iple urijt. 

' 
Cooperatives· and cor1dominiums.~A co~ 
operative is a type of 9wnership whereby 
a· group of housirlg u~it~ are owned by a 
corporation Of mem~r-owner~. Each in· 
di~idual membe'i is entitled to occupy an 

"indiv,idual housing uni!·. and is .a, Share· 
holder in the cor~9ration whi~h .owns 
the property. 

A condonii~ium is a type of~.owner· 
ship that e'nables· a person· to own an· . ' ~ ' . . 
·apartment or. houSe in a project of simi-
larly -owned units. !he owner. has the_ 
deed an.d very likely the mortgage on .the 
un_i,t occupied. The· owner may also hold' 
co~mOn_ or joint OIJYnership in some. or 
all common. areas such as grounqs, hall·. 
ways, entran~s. eleva.tors, etc. 

Cooperative o~ condom!nium. owner
ship may apply to variou.s types of struc
tures including .single-fa~ily .~9uses, row
houses, town.houses, etc., as ytell as 
~partm~flt units ... 

Reason for no-cash-rent'.occ"'panc;:.-For 
un_its which are occupied with_out pay: 
ment of cash ~ent, data ·are shown on the 
:.'reason for qcc~pancy"~ i._e, whether the 
unit is provided by a farm rel~ted job, 
~ch as a tenan't farmer, farm manager, 
fo~eman, or ·laborer; provi~ed by. a non· 
farm related job, such as a minister, resi

. dent manager, or janitor;- or provided by 

a relative or frie".ld. · 
,. ~ .. 

Duration of occupancy.-Data ori "'dura· 
tibn of occupancy" are based on infor· 

mation for the head of houS.hold; 'me 
data ·refer to the period when· ·present 
ocCupancy began. Statistics are shown o_n 

-whether the head lived in the unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer~" 
A. head who "lived here last winter," 
must· ·have inoved' into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved irito unit.~ The data.are 
b~sed on the· information re"ported for 
the head of the household and refer to 
the year of latesi move. Thu;, if th~ head 
moved. back- i_nto a unit previously oc·. 
cupied, the year of, ~e latest mov~ Was. to. 
be reported; if.the head ·m_oved from one: 
apartment to another in the same building, 
the year the head- moved into the presen_t 
unit was to be rePorted. The inte~t is 
to establish the year the present- occu
pancy. by the h~ad began. The year th~ 
·head moves is not ·necessarily the~-scime 
year other membe"rs of the househ:01d 
moye, although in the great.major!tv 'Of 

. ca~s th~ entire hou~hold. moves\ at ~h~ 
same time.· 

Recent movers.-Households that moved 
into their pie~nt units w·ithi_n j2 ~onth_s 
prior to the date of the interview are 
termed "r~c-ent·rrtovers:'' The househ~id is 
c.lassified by.year moved intO 'unit.on 'the 
basis ; 'of . ir:aformation reported for the , 
head of the household: 

Present and preyjous uflits of recent 
movers.-T~e "present" unit is the unit 
occupied by_ the recent mover at the time 
of the in!erView .. The "pievi~us" ·unit is 
the unit from which that person moved. 
If the household ,,;oved more tha~ once 

·during the 12 months prior.to t~e.date of 
·the interView, th0 "previous" unit is the 

c;>ne fro~ which th~e household last moved. 

Same or different head.-Characteristics 
of the present .and pre_vious units occu

·pied by· recent mcW.ers ·:are la_rgely -!~
stricted t<? house~olds ·that were essen
tially the same in the two units. The deli· 
nit!ons of the characteristics .for the 
pr~v:ious unit are generally the same as 
those for the present unit .. 

A household for which the head in the 
present unit· is the same person as thEi 
head in the· previous unit'.(identified in 
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the tables· as "same head") is considered 
essentially the same even though there 
·may have been some chan9es in the cOm
position <if the household. Conversely ;·a 
household in which there was no change 
except for a new household head was 
considered a household with . "different 
h_ead." 

Data for heads whose previous resi
de~ce was outside the United States are 
tabulated in the category· ''different 
head." 

. Mai~ reason for move into present unit.-=
. The statistics presented are restricted to 
units ocCupied by recent movers in whiC:h 
the present head of household was also 
the head at the previously occupied unit. 
The' classi!ication categories refer to :the. 
princiPal' reason the head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The 
category "job related reasons" refers to 
ieaSons such as job trander, erltered ;or 
left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, new 
job or looking for ~ark, commutir1g 
problems, school attendance, "and other 
j~b related reasons. ' 

·The category "family status" refers to 
reaSOns such as needed larger house or 
aPartmeni, widowed, separated, divorced, 
m"oved to be closer to r"elatives, newly 
married, family incre~sed in- size, .famil~ . 
decreased in size, wanted to establis~ 

own household, schools, and other fam
ily related reasons. 

The ~at~go_ry "housing rleeds" refers 
to reasonS such as Wanted to own his/her 
own resideni::e, neighborhood over
crowded, change in racial oi ethnic Com
position of neighborhood, warlte'd better 
neighborhood, lower rent 'or less ex
pensive·ho"use, wanted better house,-dis
placed by urban renewal,· highway con
struction, or other public ·activity, dis~ 

placed· by private action, wanted. to rent 
reside-nce, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, ·C?CCurrence of natural· dis
aster, and warited a change of climate. 
- .The category·· "other reasons"-· in
cludes reasons ~or moving· which do not 
fall into· any· of- the above classifications. 

Home ownership.-~ata are shown f6r 
household heads· who, ··during the 12 
months prior to enumeration, ·moved 
into the sample unit. These data' are 
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restricted to owrier-occuPied units and· 
'show the number of previously own~d 
units which the head oCcupied as his/ 
her usual place ·of residence. Excluded 
from the count of previously owned 
units are vacation homes Purchased fOr 
~ental or commercial purposes. 

Ownai' oi manager· on property.-These 
Statistics ·are based on the number of 
housing units i_n structures ·at two or 
more Units with the owner or the resident 
manager or ·superirltendent living on the 
property. The cBtegory "With owner 6n 
property" re'feis to the owner and not the 
agent, resident manager, or superinten
dent. ''With resident manager or super'
intendent- on property" refers to a re·si
d~nt manager, superintendent, janitor,' or 
other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing ·unib.-A- housing unit is 
vacant if no one· is I iv Ing in "it at the time 
of the .interview, unless its occupants 
cire orlly tei:t)porarily absent. In additiOn~, 
a vacant unit mc1v be One which is occu_
pied entirely by persons who have a usu01 
residence elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupi~d are classi
fied as vacant ho.using units' if construc
tion has reached -a point where all ex
.terior windows and doors are inStalled 
and final usable floors are in place. 
'Vacant units are exclUded if·the_· roof, 
walls, windows, or doors no longer protect 
the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire,~ Or 
if there is ·positive evidence··. {such ~s a 
sign on the house or block) that the unit 
is to be demolished or is condemned. 
Also excluded are quarters 'being used 
en_tirely for nonresidential J>Urposes, suCh 
a~ a store or_ an office; or quarters used 
fOr the storag0 of business· supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural 
products. 

. The concepts and definitions of vacant 
housing units used in .t~is report are the" 
same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status.-Vacant housing units are 
classified as either "seasonal and migra
tory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units 
are intended for occuPancy during only 
certain seasons of the year. Included ~re 

units intended for recreational use. such 
as beach cottages and hunting cabins,_an·d 
vacant units held for herders and loggers: 
"Migratory" units ·are vacant units" held 
for occupancy by migratory labor em· 
ployed·. in farm work during the crop 
season: · 

"Year-round" vacant housing units· are 
available· or intended for occupane\I · at 
any time of ·the year. A unit in a resort 
area which is usually ocCupied on a year
round basis is considere.d ·year-round. A 
~unit used only occasionally throughout 
the year is also considered year-round . 

'"Year-round" vacant ··units are subdi
vided as follows: 

.. For ·safe only.-Vac~nt year-round 
units "for sale only" also include . 
vacant units in a· cooPerative or c0ndo· 
miniU:;., project if the .individual "Units 
are offered for· sale only. . 

For rerit.-Vacant year-round units 
"for rent" also include vacant units 
offered either for rent or for sale: 

Rented or sold, not occupied.-lf any · 
·rrioney rent has been paid or agreed 
upon but the new renter has not 
moved in as of the "date of the iriter
,view, or if the unit.has recently. been 
sold but the new-owner has not.yet 
moved· in, the year-round ·vacant uni.t 
is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held for occasional use.-This category 
consists of vacant· year-round units 
which are held for 'w~ekend or other 
occa;ional use throughout the year. 
The intent. of this question was to 
identify homes reserved by their 
owners as second ho~es. Because of 
the . difficulty of distinguishing be
tween th is category and seasonal 
vacancies, it is possible that some "seC
ond homes" are classified as "sea
sonal" and vice verSa. 

' 
Temporarily occupied by persons with 
usual residence· elsewh_ek (UREJ.-lf 
all the persons in a housing unit usual
ly· live elsewhere," that unit is classi
fied as vacant provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the house' 
hold and . is not offered for rent or 
for S.le. For example, a beach cottage 
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occupied at the time of the interview 
·by a family who has a usual place of. 
resi~en'ce in the city is ·i~cluded in 
the count of vacant units. If the house 
in the city were in 'the su.rvey sample: 

. it ~ould be. reported. "occupied" 
and would be included in the count 

. of occupied ~nits since the.occUpants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Held for other reasons, or other 
vacant.-lf a vacant year-round unit 
does not fall into any oi the classifica· 
tioris specifjed above, it is classified as 
"held for o~er reasons." Foi" example, 
this .category includes units held for 
settlement of an estate, units he.Id for 
occupar:icy by a caretaker.or janitor, 

, and, units _held for personal reasons o_f 
·the .owner .. In parts A and E of t~is 
. sedes, the "other. vacant" ~atego_rv. in,~ 
eludes all units tempo_rarily occupied 
by persons with usual residence else
where and units held f.or other reaso~s. 

Characteristics of vacant housing a,re 
limited to year-round vacant _units. Va
cant units intended for seasonal occu· 
pancy and vacant units held for migratory 
labor are excluded because it is difficult 
to obtain .reliable information· for them. 
However,· counts of seasonal units are 
given in· parts A and E of this series. 

' The 1974 through 1977 counts for 
"seasonal and migratory," ''Year-round, 
rented or sold not oca.Jpied," ''Year· 
rOund, held for occasional use," aryd 
"Year-round, other vacant" may not be 
comparable to the COrrespondin9 counts 
shown in the 1973· r_eports, because a 
more detailed t?stimation procedure ·was 
u5ed in the 1974 through 1977 tabula· 

'tions. For 1974 through 1977, ttie esti
mation procedure adjusted the 'sUrvey 
counts of "vacant · year-round" 8nd' 
"v8Cant-seasonal and migratory" ·units 
seParately to independent current esti· 
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973,. "vacant'
seasonal and migratory'.' units were com· 
bined with sever~! categories' of year· 
ro1.:1n.O vacancies (rented or sold, not· 
occupied; held for occasional use; and 
other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent esti· 
mates for these categories.· Thus, the· 

1974 throu!ti 1977 data for vacant.units 
adhere more closely to the independent 
estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner _ vacancy rate_.-The 1977 
homeowner vacancy r.ate is the number 
of year-round vacant units for sale as a 
percent of the total home~wner inven· 
tory; i.e., all owner-occupied units and 
year-round v3ca~t units to~ sale or sold, 
not .occupied. The homeowner vacancy 
rate .for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate.-The 1977 rental 
vacancy rate is the ·.number of year· 
round vacant units for rent as a percent 
of· the total rental inventory; i.e.,. all 
rerlter-occupied units ·and all year-round 
vacant units for rent or rented, not occu
pied. The rental vacancy rate for 1970 
excludes vacant units. rented but .not 
occupied. 

Duration . of vacancy.-The stat1st1cs on 
duration of vacancy refer to the length. 
of time (in m.onths) from the date :the 
last occupants moved from the' unit to 
the date of the. interview. The data, there· 
fore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the 

0

total length of time units .remain 
vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the 
duration of vacancy is counted from the 
date· con'struction. was ~o~pleted. For 
recently converted or merged units, the 
time is reported from the date conversiOn 
or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of 
residence elsewhere are excluded trom, 
the data .. 

Utiliza.tion Characteristics 

PersonS.:-All persons occupying t!'<i hous· 
ing unit are counted. These persons in· 
elude not only occupants related to the 
head of the household bu_t also· any 
lodgers, room'ers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster" children, and .resident em· 
ployees who share the living quarters of 
the household head. The data on "per
sons" show cate~ories of the number of 
one-person thrc:>ugh seven-or-more11erson 
households by try• number of housing 
units. 

A person is ,counted _at the usucil p_la~ 
of residence for that person. Th.is fefers 
to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time .. This place .is not. 
ne_cessarily·the same as a legal residence, 
voting residence, or domicile . 

Rooms.-The statistics ori "rooms" are 
for the number of housing units ·with 
~pecified number ·of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
liVing purposes, such as living rooms,~ 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin· 
ished attic or baseme11t rooms, recreation 
rooms, permanently_ enclosed porches 
that are· suitable for'y~ar-r~und use, and 
lodger's. rooms. AlsO ~nciuded 3re rooms 
used for offices by a person. living in the 
Uni~. 

A partially divided room, such as a 
din~tte next to a kitchen .or living room,' 
is a separate room only if t~ere is a parti· 
tion· from floor' to ceilin'g, but not if ttie 
partitiOn consists onlv' ~f shelVe's or. cabi: 
nets. 

N~t. included in ~e count' of rooms 
are ·bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, .alcoves, pantries, .strip 
or pullman kitchens, laund,Y of··'furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or· basement$, 
other urifinished spa~·useq for sior~ge, 
open porches, trailers used only· a·s.bed-. 
rooms, and office,s used only by· person~ 
not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occlipants of 
more than one unit, the. room is'incl~·ded 
with the unit from which it is most easily 
r~ached. . · . · 

Persons per room.-"Persons per ro9m" 
is computed for each occupied unit by 

dividing the number , of p~rsOns in th~ 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. 
The .figures shown refer, therefore." .. lo 
the number ,of housing units having ·the 
specified ratio of persons per .room. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the ·unit is th·e count of rooms used main· 
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest roOms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as ~drooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for . other purposes, even thoug, used 
also for slee1>ing, such as a living room 
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with a hideaway qed, are not considered 
bedrooms. A housing unit consisting of 
only one room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by 
definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown ·for housing units with two or 
more bedrooms. Units. have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to_ 
pass through a bedroom to get to anothei 
ioom, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bcithroom.access criterion 
.is applied only to units with one com· 
·plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half bath lacks a 
flush toilet. 

In addition, stat1st1cs are shown for 
households with bedrooms used by ·three 
or m'ore persons of all ages, but are shown 
separately for such. households when one 

or more of these persons is 13 years of 
age or older. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has 
all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: ( 1) An 
installed sink with piped water,. (2) a 

·range or cookstov~. and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
'located in the structure. They need not 
be. in the s'ame room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not 

~considered as having a range or cook· 
· stove. An icebox is not included as a 

mechanical refrigerator. 
The kitchen facilities are for the ex· 

elusive use of the occupants when they 
are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other 

1 unrelated persons living in the unit. When 
a structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
·structure is classifie"d, by definition,· for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had been re· 
moved, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Condition of kitchen facilities.-Units 
with complete kitchen facilities ~re 

classified as to whether all the kitchen 
facilities were in us3'ble condition. If one 
or more of the. kitchen facilities (sink, 
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range or cookstove, and ·refrigerator) 
could not be used for its intended pur· 
pose, the unit was classified as having 
"1 or more not usable." Kitchen facilities 
that normally function properly, but 
w~ich were temporarily out of use (two 
weeks or less) because of a breakdown, 
were classified as usable. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
based on the number of housing units lo· 
cated in structures built with a basement. 
A structure has a basement if there is 
enclosed space in which persons can walk 

· upright under all or part of the building. 
Basements · in structures with oc· 

cupied units are !urther classified by 
signs of water leakage. The category 
"with signs of water leakage" consists 
of units in Which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside, even if the signs. only appear 
when it rains or during other similar 
situations. "No signs of water leakage" 
means that the basement shows no signs 
of water leakage, ·or that the signs of 
water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb
in9. If the basement shows signs of water 
having leaked. in from the outside but the 
problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected, the unit was classified· as 
having no signs of water lea~.age. 

The 1977 data on basements are for 
"all year-round housing units"; the 1970 
data on basements are restricted to "all 
occupied housing units." 

Year structure built.-"Year structure 
built" refers to when the building was 
first constructed, not when it wa·s re· 
modeled, added to, or converted. The 
figures refer to the number of units in 
structures built during the specified 
periods and in existence at the time of 
the interview. For mobile homes and 
trailers, the manu.facturer's model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in structure.-ln determining the 
number of units in a structure, all hous· 
ing units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for 
the numbe,r of housing units in structures 
of specified type and 1size, not by· the 
number of residential structufes. 

... 
A structure is a separate building that 

either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by divid· 
ing walls that extend from ground to 
roof. Structures containing on1Y .·one 
housing unit are further classified ~s de· 
tached or attached (see parts A and E). 

A one-family house is detached if it 
h~s open space on all· four ;ides ··even 
though it has an adjoining shed or g~r°age. · 
A one-family house is attached if _it has 
one or· more walls extending from gr'ound 
to roof which divide it from other adjoin· 
ing structures, such as in row houses, 
townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category (see parts A, C, D, 
and E). When one or more rooms have 
been added to a mobile home or trailer, it 
is classified as a one-family house. If, 
however, only a porch or shed has been 
added, it is still counted· as a mobile home 
or trailer. 

Elevator in rtructure.-Statistics on "ele· 
vator in structure" are for the number 
of housing units in structures with four 
floors or more which·. have a passenger 
elevator. Units are in a "walkup" struc· 
ture of four floors or more if the struc
ture has no passenger, elevator or if the 
only elevator service is tor freight. 

Stories between main and apartment 
entrances.-This item is restricted to two 
or more unit structures and is concerned 
with the number of floors from the main 
entrance of the apartment building to the 
main entrance of the apartment. The 
number of stories is determined. from 
ground level if there is no main building 
entrance and the apartment has its own 
private entrance, either from the ground 
level of the building or from ari area that 
is not located inside the building; or if 
there is a main buildiilg entrance. but the 
entrance to the apartment cannot be 
reached by using the main building 
entrance. 

Storm windows, storm doors, and attic or 
roof insulation.-The purpose of these 
three items is to determine if a housing 
unit has some form of insulation which 
helps to reduce heat loss during the 
winter and heat gain during the summer. 
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The statistics are shown only for occu· 
pied, one-family homes ana ocWpied, 
mobile homes and trailers. 

Srorm windows or other protective 
window covering.-This category refers 
to p·rotective window covering, such as 
storm windows, double-glazed glais, 
cl<iseable shutters, or plastic. Housing 
units with "Some. windows covered" 
have protective coverings over Some, 
but nof all windows. · 

· Storm. doors.-This category. refers .to 
additional doors hung in exterior door
Ways. Doors on attach~d garages are 
not ·included .. Housing unit~ with 
"Some doors covered" have storm 
doors on some, but not all, ex1Br.ior 
door openi~gs. 

Attic or. roof insu/ation.-This cate- · 
gory includes roll or blanket insulation 

' encased in a paper covering, fiberglass 
batting, and loose insulation which is 
poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Mobile homes anchored wlth·tiedowns or 
other means.-An ·ancho.red. mobile home 
·or trailer is one that is secured to ttie 
ground through the use of tiedowns, 
-bolts, etc. The main purpose in anchoring 
a mobile home or trailer is to protect the 
unit .from wind movement or destruction. 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes.
Mobile homes and trailers that are gather· 
ed close together are considered to be in 
a ''.group." This may be a large mobile 
home park containing many units or it 
may be a small· number grouped to
gether on a single site or adjacent Sit~s. 

Roof.-Units .. with signs of water leak
age" are those in which .the roof shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof .leaks when it 
rains. "No signs of water le8k~ge" means 
that the roof shows no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that 
the roof shows signs of water leakage 
but the problem causing the leakage has 
been corrected. If the signs of water 
leakage are caused by a problem inside 
the structure such as faulty plumbing, 
the unit was classified as having no 
signs of waler leakage. 

Interior ceilings and walls.-Statistics are 
presented on whether or not there are 
open cracks or holes and broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the interior ceilings 
or walls of a housing unit. Included are 
cracks or holes that do not go all the 
way through to the next room or to the 
ou.tdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but ar~ not 
large enough for a fingernail file to be 
inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not con
sidered to be open cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must 
be on the inside walls or ceilings, and at 
least one area of 'the broken plaster or 
peeling paint must be approximately one 
square foot or larger. 

Interior floors.-Data are · shOY1n on 
whether there are holes . in the interior 
floors of a housing unit. The holes do not 
have to go through the floor. Excluded 
are very small holes caused by nails or 
other similar objects. 

Selected structural deficiencies and wish 
to move.-The category "household 
~(>uld like to move" consists of housing 
units in which the respondent considers 
one or more of the following structural 
deficiencies so objectionable that he 
would like to move from his unit: ( 1) 
A basement with signs of water leak
age, (2) roof leakage, (3) open cracks or 
holes in the interior walls or ceiling, (4) 
holes in the floor, and (5) broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the ceiling or inside 
walls. 

Overall opinion of structure.-The data 
presented are ·based on the respondenrs 
overall opinion of his house or building 
as a place to live.' The respondent was 
asked to rate the structure as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways.-The statistics on 
common stairway$ are presented for 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with common stairways. The 
figures for "loose steps'' and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition 
of the· stairway; i.e., whether there are 
loose, broken, or missing steps or ~air 
railings. Common stairways are stair-

ways which are usually used by the occu
pants of more than one unit or by the 
general public. They may be either in· 
side the structure or attached to the out
side of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls.-The sta· 
tistics on light fixtures in public halls, 
are presented for housing units in struc
tures of two or· more units with public 
halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working 
order. Light fixtures include wall lights, 
ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used 
by the occupants of more than' one ·unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring.-A housing unit is classi
fied as having exposed electric wiring if 
the unit has any wiring that is not en
closed, either in the walls or· in metal 
coverings, or if the wiring is _outside the 
·walls but enclosed in some material other 
than metal. Extension cOrds and other 

-types of wiring that extend from a wall 
outlet to an appliance or lamp are not 
considered as exposed wiring. 

· Electric wall outlets.-:-A housing unit is 
classified as having electric wall outlets 
in each "room if there is at least one work
ing electric wall putlet or wall plu'g in 
e~ch room of the unit. A working electric 
wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in 
Operating condition; i.e., can be used 
when needed. If a room does not have 
an electr.ic wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of a wall_ outlet is not con
sidered to be an electric wall outl~t. 

Electric fuse bl~wouts.-These statistics 
are for occupied hOusjng units which have 
had an electric circuit fuse blown or 
breaker switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to the irli:ervie~. The data 
are restricted to ~ouseholds whose head 
has been at the present address for at least 
90 days prior to the date of the interview. 
A blown fuse or tripped bre~ker switch 
results in the temporary losS of electricity 
until the fuse is replaced or the breaker 
switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain 
appliances or equipment (such as some 
large air conditioners) are ·counted- as 
"fuse or switch blowouts." 
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Parkin·g facilities.-The statistics ,on. park· 
ing facilities presented in this ·report are 
restricted" to ·renter-occupied units for 
which ~sh rent is paid and.excl~de o~e
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to off-street parking facilities 
which_· are available i~ connection with 

·the building._ The· facilitie~ are provided 
by the landlord or management and must 

be available without an additional cost to 
the renter._The.parking facility may be a 
garage, carp9rt, d.rive'l'!aY, or open lot 
where the occupant may park his car ~ff 

the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

PlumbinQ facilities.-The category "with 
all plur:nbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold p_iped water in· 

· side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
.and a bathtub or shower inside the struc

·. ture 'for th~ exclusive use of .the occu-
pcints of the u'iii1:. All plumbing facilities 
must .Pe 1.oc3ted in the structu·re but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or ~II· plUmbing facilities" means 
that the unit ··does not ·have all three 
specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or 
shower) insidf. the str'ucture, or that the 
toilet or bathirig facilities are cilsO for the 
~se of the o~.cupanis of other tiousin~ 
·unitS. 

Complete .'bathroomS.-A houSing unit is 
'classified :aS haVing a complete bathroom 

if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or· shower and ·a washbasin,· as 
well as"piped ho,t water in' the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the unit. A half bathroom has either 
·a flush tOilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, bUt does 'not .have all the 
facilitie·s for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used· by another 
houSehold" · c6nsistS of ~nitS with bath
room facilities which are also for th"e use 
of the occupants of other hou~ing units. 

The category "none" consists of units 
with no b3throo'm facilities, unitS wiih 
only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of Water or water supply.-:-"A 
public system or' private company" refers 
to a comnlon source supplying running 
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water to six or more housing units. The 
Water may be supplied by a city, county, 
water district, or private water company, 
or it may 9e obtained from a we~I w.hich 
supplies six or more housing units .. If a 
well pro.vides water for five or fewer 
housing units. it· is classified aS an "in·
dividual wfll." Individual wells are further 
classified by whether theY were originally 
."drilled" or "dug." Water source~ such· as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or 
lakes are included in the "other" ·cate
gory. 

Breakdowns or failures in the watef 
supply ·were asked when ti1e unit had 
piped. water inside the structure. The 
Water-may be available from .sources such 
as a sink, washbasin, bathtub, or s~ower. 
A unit is classified as having no piped 
water inside structure if the unit has no 
pip~d water or if the only piped water 
available is outside the structure-fore~
ample, on an open porch or in another 
building. Data on breakdowns or failures 
of water supply are shown if the housing 
unit was occupied by the .-hea'd of the 
household at least 90 days prior to the 
interview and if the breakdown or failure 
lasted 6 consecutive Hours or· lo~ger d'-:'r· 
ing the !JO days prior to the interview .. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply mean that the unit was cOmpletely 
without running water from its i"egular 
source. A unit was considered to be com
pletely without running water if (1) the 
water system serving the unit supplied no 
water at all, or (2) no water was availabl~ 
in the unit due to .a·breakdown or ~ailure 
in the water supply inside the structure, 
or (3) the equipment and facilities {i.e., 
faucets in the kitchen and the bathroom 
sinks, faucet and shower in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. ,If 
the faucet in the kitchen was broken, but 
the one in the bathtub was working, the 
unit was not classified as being com
pletely without water. 

Units with a breakdown or failure 'in 
the water supply are also classified aC
cording to the number of breakdowns ·or 
faih.-!_res and to the most common source 
of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" r~fer to. su~h -problems ,as 
broken pipes in the unit (or building) or. 
turning the ~ater off in the unit (or 
building) for maintenance and repa.irs. 

"Problems outside the building" refer to 
such probli:!ms as power failures, breaks in 
the main·water line, or.s.hutdowns by the 
water company for maintenance and re· 
Pairs. 

Availability of piped water.-Units with 
no piped water in th~ building are classi
fied by. whether piped water is.available 
within a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal.-A "public sewer" is 
c~nnected to a city, county, s~nitary 

district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
. . I . , 

sewer system., It may be operated. by a 
governriiental· body or private 'organiza
tion. A "septic tank or cesspOol" is an 
underground tank or pit ~sed for disposal 
of sewage. small sewage'~treatment plants, 
which in some localities are called neigh
bOrhood septic tanks, ,1are classified as 
public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to' break down or dissolve 
seWage; a privy refers to an "outhouse" 
or other small shelter outside the unit 
which contains a toilet. Units for which 
se~age is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the:"other" category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures in 
the means of sewage disposal are limited 
to units· in which the means of sewage 

·disposal was a pul]lic sewer, septic tank, 
or cesspool. The breakdown or failure 
may· ·ha~e been . the result of an over· 
loaded sewage ·disposal system, lack' of 
ru'nriinQ water;'a broke.nor cracke,d tank, 
etc. Data on breakdowlis are shown if the 
housing unit Was occupied by the head of 
the household at least 90 days prior to 
the iniervieW and if the breakdown or 
fililure lasted 6 conSecutive hours or 
longer during the 90 days prior to the 
interview.' 

Flush· toilet.-The statistics on break
downs or failures of flush toilet are 

"limited to units that had all plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet; that 
iS, one complete bathroom or one com
plete bathroom plus a half bath without 
flush toilet. The flush toilet may be com· 
pletely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water sup
plied to the flush toilet, or some other 
reason. 
.. Units with break~own or failure in 

flush toilet are classified by the number 
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of breakdowns or failures and to the most 
common source of the problem. "Prob· 
lems ir'ISide the' building" refer' to such' 
breakdowns or failures as broken pipes in 
the unit (or: b"uilding), a cracked . or . 
broken bowl, or faulty flushing·mecha-"' 
nism. "PrObierTis o~tslde the building"· 
refef to such breakdowns or '.failures as • 
breaks in the main watei- or seWer line or 
sht.itdowns by the water· conipany for 
maintenance or rep3irs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of 
:. flush toilet are shoWn if the housing unit 
· was occupied by th_e head of household at 
. least 90 days p"rior to the interview, and if 

the breakdown or- failure. lasted 6 con· 
5e!=u.tive h0urs ·~,more during.the.90 days. 

. prior to the interview. 
::· ... 

~Equipment and Fue_1s ' - . . . 
'i J81ephone availcible.-A unit· is -classified, 

as haviilg a telephone, if ·there··is a tele-· 
phone available tor receiving calls to the 

, occupants of ·the unit. The tele"phone· 
'may be located outside or inside tDe 
housing unit, and one ·telephone may 
serve the occupants of several .units. The 
number ·of housing ~nits with a telephone 
available; therefore, d6es not indicate the 
number of telephones ins~alled in homes. 

Heating equipment.-"~arm-air· furnace" 
jrefers to a central 1system which_ provides 
t_warm air through ducts leading to various 
:~ooms. A "heat pump" refe"rs to ail elec- .. 
·.t.ric heating-cooling system which utilizes 
·.!ndoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, 
and a compressor to pump hot··air in dur
'"ing the ·Winter and cooled air in during 
'the "summer. Only heat pumps that cire 
eentrally installed with ducts -to the 
rooms are included in this category: 
:'Steam or hot water" refers tb· 8 central 
heating system· in which heat from steam 
~r 'hot. water is delivered through radi· 
8to,;· or other outlets. "Built-in electric 
Units" 'are permanently installed in floorS, 
wall;, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor, • 
'1all, or piPeless fJrnace" delivers warm 
8ir to the room r.ight_ above the.furnace or 
to. the room(s) on one or both sides of 
the wall in which th~ furnace is installed. 
' "Room heaters with flue" include cir· 
cillating heaters, conveCtors, radiant gas 
heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
.that burn gas, oil, kerosene,· or other 

liquid fuels,' and which are connected to a · 
flue, vent, or ~imney. to remove smoke 
and fumes. "Room heaters without flue" 
include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas,· oil, or kerosene which is 
not- connected ·to a flu_e •• vent, or chim- _ 
ney'. "Fire places, . stoves, or pof1able 
heaters'.' include room heaters that burn· 
coal, coke, ·charco81, wood or other 
solids. It also· includes ·portable room. 

~.heaters that burn kerosene, gasoline, fu~I 
oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as port- . 
able electric h~aters that get current from 
an electrical wall outlet. 

. FOr vacant units from which the heat
ing equipment had "been removed, the 
equipment used by_ the last occupants Was 
to be reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating 
equipment, data are shown. for units 
occupied by the household head during 
the w_inter prio~ to the interView it" the 
.eq~ipme'1t was unusable for 6 consecu
tive hours or longer durin9 that time".' To· 
qualify as haying lived here "last winter," 
the ho~sehold head must. ·have moved. 
into the unit prior t~ Februa'ry 1977. . 

Heatin9 equipment is ~o-nsidered ·un- · 
usable if it cannOt be used for the pur
poses inte~ded; the breakdown or failure 
may b~ Caused by b~oken pipes·. electriCal .. 
or Qas parts out of ~o~der, or downed 
power lines. 

·Insufficient heat.-The statistics presented 
refer to housing units in.which.the house
hold head occupied the unit during •the 
winter. prior to the date of the interview. 
To qual!fv as having Jived here "last 
winter," t~e household .f:lead must have·~ 
moved irlto the unit· priOr to February 
1977. - . 

Separate data are shown for units with -
additional · heat source, · rooms which 

. lacked specified heat source, and units 
~ith .cloSed 'rooms. The term "specified 
heating equipment" in_cludes warm·ai; 
furnace; steam o.r hot ·-~Water system~; 
built-in electric u

1

riits; floo"r,'wall, or pipe
less furnace; and room heaters with flue. 
Excluded are room heaters without flue 
or vent, fireplaces, stoves, clnd portable. 
heaters. 
1

. The data On additional heat Source 
refer to units ~ith ~ "specified heating 
equipment" ,;,hich had to ..Se additional 

sources of heat to supplement th"e regular 
heating system because the regular.system 
did not provide enough heat. Additional 
sources of.heat such as kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have · 
been used only in the mornings ·or ori· 
very cold evenings. ·Electric blankets; 
heating pads, or hot water bottles are n~ . 
considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source". 
include rooms 'lac.king hot air ducts~ reg
isters, radiatOrs, and room heaters .. The 
intent of this item was to identi~y rooms 
in .units with "specified heating equip-_ 
ment" which did not contain th.e means 

.of cOnveying the heat .to the room. The 
kitchen was ·not.cOnsidered to be a.room 
for this .item. · · .. 

Separate data are also shown for 
· rooms which were closed because they ·· 

could.not be ke'pt warm. The rooms must 
have:been :clbsed for 7 consecutiVe daVs 
or longer during the previous winter, and 
thEi·unit'must have "he3ting etjuipnlent.'; 
For this item, also, the kitChen was not· 
considered a room. 

Air ~onditfoning.-Air cOnditioning is d~:~ 
fined as the cOoling of air bY., a refriger8-
tion -; .unit; exclUded 1 are .·evapoi-ative 
coole~s. fans, or blowers Wh.ich are ·not 
corinected to a refriger31:ion unit. A r~om 
.unit)s an irldividual ai; co'nditibnfr wh~Ch 
is· inst811ed in a windOw or an.outside wal! 
and is generally int~nded ~o cool o~e 

room, although it may sometimes be used 
. to co.al more than one room. A central 
. ·system is a central installation whic~ ~i,r; · 

co_nditions the entire housing_ unit .. In an 
apartm~nt· Duilding~ a centra! system maY 

. cool all aPartments in the building, each. 
· ap.artmer:it ~a.Y have its Own central 
system, or there may be.several systems,. 

·each pro~idirig · ceOtral afr conditi~OJng 
for 8 group of apartme_nts. A ceiltral . 
installation with individu~I room controls 
is a ~entral ai~-con~itioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.-Statis
tics on "automobiles aVailable" represent 
the number of passenger autor:nobifes, 
irlclUding ~tation WagOns and vans,·which 
are owned. or regularly used by any mem
ber of. the· household and· which are 
ordinarily kept at. home. The figures 

· include leased automobiles, taxicabs, and 
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company-owned automobiles . kept at 
horn~. Police cars, pickul?s. or larger 

"trucks were not to be counted. In the· 
· 1973 :Annual Housing Survey", taxicabs 
kept af home ·were not included in the 
count of "automobiles available." 

' · Th0 d3ta· on "trucks available" repre· 
sent the "number ·at pickups and. small 
panel trucks: of one-ton ccipacity or less 
whic·h. are owned or regularly used by any 
member of the household'·and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. TrUcks used for 
business ·purposes w'ere included only if 
also used for personal acthlitie's ·at house
hold members. 

The statistics do not reflect the·· n"um- .. 
ber of privately o~ned au.tOmobiles or 
trucks or the nuffiber of h~Useholds own- .' 
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels :used for house .heating and cook
ing-"Utility gas" is gas that is' piped 
th~ough underground P!P~ from a.cen1:~al. 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Botiled, tank,· or LP gas" is stored 'i~ 
tanks which are. refilled or exchanQed 
when. emptY. "Kerosene, etc.:' incll!des . 
kerosene; gasoline, alcohOI: and other 
comhustible liquids. "Solar heat;, refers 
t~ ·a system installed in the u'nit which 
u1:iliz'es: the eriergy available iri · sunliQht 
to 'Qlii~ and store he~t. ''Other ·fuel" 
in;cludes anY ~t~er tl.iel such as ~briquettes· 
made of pitch and Sawdust, coal dust, 
cOrn~O~ •. or purchaSed ste~m~· · ·' ·. 

' ' ,· ' 

o~rled sec0-0d · home.-A secOnd home 
niciy .be a single-fariiily house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski IOdge, etc., . 
which· is ovvned and held tO;, ·use som·e~ 
time ·during the year . by the . owner' or . 
;,,embers of the household.-Second homes. 

· n\ay ·also "be owned in partne~ship or on' a·. 
shared basis with members of il'different 
tia~sehold. The figures include second 
homes which are sometimes rented' or 
le8seCt·. on. a . shOrt·term . basis'. to other 
persons but are principally held for the 
oWner's occasional use du-ring the year. 

' . 
The statistics refer to the n~mber of 

households that own (one oi more)· set·· 
ond homes.>rhe data, th~refor~. do not 
reflect the number of owned second 
hem.es. (See atsO. discussion of vacant 
units "Held for occasional use" in Section· 
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on ".O~uP,ancy and Vacancy Character· 
istjcs.'~) 

. . 
Services and Neighborhood Con_ditions 

Garbage collectio~ ser~ice.-A hoUsing 
unit is classified .. as having garbage col·. 
lection se'rvice if_eith~r.a private or publi~ 
company collects the trash _or Qcirba·g~ on · 
a regular basis and 'cai'ries -it to public 
dispOsal. areas. Units with ·garbage collec· 
tion service are classified by the frequency · 
of the ·service. In some areas where the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one . 
company and the trash (paper, cans,: 
etc.) by another, data are obtained only 
for· the.garbage collection service. 

o;lf the household does not have garbage , 
collection service, the ·means of garbage .. 
disposal is classified as follows: 

Incinerator, · 'trash chute, or com· 
pilctor.-An"i'ncinerator is a large·unit 
on . the proiiertv. desig~ed to burn ·ali 
'.trash ·and garbage .. Trash ·chutes and • 

. compactors were m8rked aS the nie~ns 
of garbage disposal when the final 
~eans of dis'posal waS no1:·k'10Wn; i.e:, · 

N if the respond~nt knew: ontY that ttle 
garbage Was put down a trash Chute or 

'that the garbage goes· into ·a compactor. 
1

A' compactcir."is ·a uriit which· packs 
~ • . J- • • 

trash and garbage into smaller units for 
disposal. ' · . · · 

Garbage disposal unit. -A garbage dis
p0sa·l-unit is cOnnected to the.ki~chen 
sink and gri~ds up the garbage which is 
disposed . of through , the , • ..;age 
system. 

c •• 

Other means-If the method. of dis
'-posal doe; not fall into any'o'f the clas' 
sifications specified, it is classified as 
"other means." 

The statistics on garbage arid trash col· 
lection serviCe presented in part Dare 're
stricted · to 'ren'ter-occupied unit$ for 
which cash-.ri!Ot:iS paid 'and exclude one· 
family homes :on. 10 acres._or_ m.ore. The 
data refer .to whether' or .not.the cost o'f 
.garbage an·d trash colleCtion servic.e is 
paid by the renter, 

Exterminator service.-The statistics on 
exter~inat~r ~servic~ r~fer to·. ho~sehOlds 
t~at have bee~ at. their pre!"nt address 

for ~t least 3 '!10nths prior to the date qf 
the interview and who reported that the·y 
had seen .miC:e or rats or signs or traCes of 
their pr~se~ce inside the h,ou~e or build
ing during· the last 3 months. Signs of. 
m·ice and rats or traces ot.' their preSence' 
include ·droppings, ·holes 

1

i
1

n the wa'll, '·o~ 
. - ' ' ' . '. l 

ripped or _to'rn food containers .. "Regular 
extermination service" refers to perioC:lic 
visits by a iicensed compa0y or individ.ucil -
who uses chemicals and ~prays to c~nirol 
or ki II pests and rodents. The regular 
service . interval may . ~ 'once a month, 
four times .a Yea~. or any other such iri· 
terval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visitS .by an exte"1iinator wh6 is 
called only when needed by .the house
hold ·or bliilding m·anager, or~~h~re if is 
known that a buildinQ is" serviced but it 
is not knoWn. whether·, the . service is 
regular or' irregular. "N~ ext~rminat'i~~ 
~rvice" ·-includes units .,in a house or 

. building that has not been serviced during 
the 12 m·onths pri6r to the interview and 
Whe:re it is not known if there is any ex· . 
terriiinator 'service. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighbor
hood services.-The statistic$ ·presented 
are based on the. respondent's opinion 
and attitude. toward th~· n~ighborhood. 
Thus, · the ·.respondent'.s ans,wer may 
or may not reflect the 1 '.'actual" •de··; 
scription of. the neighborhood. Further
more, 'the respondent may not have. the., 
same opinion as a ·neighbor about the 
neighborhood .conditions and/or neighbor: 
hood services; for examPle, the respond-. 
ent. may feel that the street ·lighting 
or neighborhood shopping facilities:are · 
sati~factory while the neighbor may not •. 

· Neir/hborhood conditions. and neigh: 
. boit.opd conditions and wish · to 

mol'll. -Data on .. neighborhood con
ditions are based on the respondent's· 
answers to a twO-part questiOri con
_cerning specific conditions existing in 
the neighborhood. The respondent was· 
asked (1) if the condition was present 
in the neighborhood and:· (2) ·if present;· 
how the respondent felt .about· it by 
Selecting one of the following cate: 
gories: {a) does not bother. (b) bothers 
a little, (c) bothers very much, (d) 

bothers so much' woulcl Ii~ tci m'?"~· 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

}. 

1. Airplane nciise.-Thi.s category 
·refers to the resPOnderit's -opiriion-. 
co.ncerning noisf ·made by airplanes 
in· landing· a·r takiflg off.: or ~SoniC 
booms froni "nearby·· airporis oi' 
·n:.i1ita·ry bases. . . . . ' . 
2. S~reet .noise.-:-Street noise ~ef~rs, 
to noise mad~ by .-c.hildren playing 
outdoors, nois~ from a factory or. 
business, or. any other sounds. that. 
~e .re~pondent _ ~Onsiders st:~et ·' 

, n9ise. _, 

3. Heavy traffic.-This category· 
refers t6 the presence of cars and/or 
trucks which the respondent classi
fies as-heavy traffic. 

'4. Streets need· repair.-Th'e data· 
are based orl the respondent's opin· 
io'n that the streets: either paved a~' 

-·unpaved, cire·continu·a11Y in need Of 
repai·r or are bordered·, by open 

·ditcheS used for water Or- sewage 
~-dr-airiage. · .... ,.. 

5. R~3ds · i-niPassable.-Thi~ ·ca·te-
. \ . .. . . 

gory refers to roads that the re· · 
spori~ent ~epOrteO. to". be' neglected 
by State, countV, or·city·Crews dur
ing snowstorms: heavy .rainst~rins, 
or other such conditions. that make 
a road impassable:'•- • . 

1 • ~ 

6 .. Poor street lighting.-Poor stre.et 
lighting inC1udes areas, in the opin
ion ·at the respqn.de_nt, ihat have ~~ 
street lighting, s_treets wit~· inSUffici
en,t I iQhting_,- and 'st ref ts where the 

·lighting does·n~lwo~ .cideQuat~ly. 
: • r . 
7. Crime.-Th~s .cat~gory ~efers to 
all forms of ~treet and n~ighbor- .· 
ho.ad .crime such as petty theft,.· 
assaults againSt the person, bur9· 
lar:y, etc., c;>~ any_ related activities~ 

that .. the respondent judges to be 

a crime. 

8. Litter.-lncluded are all types of 
·trash, debris, or junk such as paper, 
· cans, Or 3bandoned cars in· the". 

street, on empty·lots, or On proper-
. ties on the street which the re

spondeQt considers as litter. 

9. Abandoned' buildings.-Aban
doned buildings refer to both single 
and multiunit buildings which ~he 
respondent reported tO be aban
doned or boarded up.· Included in 

this category are remains Of pre
vious bUildings. 

10. Housing ,\n rundown condi
tion.-.This category refers to occu- · 
pied housing units which, in the re
spondent's opirlion, are in rundown 
conditio"n. 

• .I ,. 

11. Cqrnmercial or industrial.-This 
catego'ry refers to commercial, in
du.strial.' ~r other .aCtivities, inciud
ing '3~th large and small 'indusl:ries 
as wei'I as b~sinesses and stores,' that 
the respondent considers to be non- . 
residential. 

12. Odors.-This 'category refers to 
the respondent's opinion concern
ing fumes, smOke, ~r gas. cor:.ing 
from cars, irucks; nearby industri~·s, 
factories, businesses, etc. · 

Neighborhood · services.-Data · .. on 
ne.ighborhood ·service~s are' based o~. the 
respondent's answer io a ·two-part 

"questi~n . concerning ~eighborhood 
services. The respondent was asked (1 l 
if a particular neighborhood service 
was satisfactory, and, (2} if not satis
factory, how the respondent felt about 
the service ~by ~lecting one of the 
following categories; (a) does . not 
both.er, (bl bOthers a I ittle, (c) bothers 
very much, (d)' both~rs so much would 
like_ ~o move. 

. r. PUbli_c· transportation.-These 
· 'delta reflect the respondent's opin

ion of the -availability of· public 
transportation, such as bus', subvvay, 
or taxicab service. 

2. Schools.-These statistics reflect 
the res'pondent's opi'nioii about the 
schools in the neighborhood, such 
as the proximity of the school, pop
ulation -Of the student body, etc. 

3. Neighborh.ood shopping.-:rhis 
categoi-y refers tO ttie respondent's 
opinion, regarding stores, such aS 
gr~cery or drug stores, in this v_icin: 
ity, .and their merchandise .. prices, 
or services. 

4. Police· protection.-This · cate
gorV refers to the respondent's 
Opinion· about· the presence, qual
ity; quantity, and response-time of 

.. :services that should be provided by. 
the police.'' 

s:· Outdoor recreation· .. facilities, 
'- I ' • ' 

such as parks, playgrounds.or swim-
ming pciOis.-This ciltego'rY ·refers 
_to the respondent's' asSessrrient of 
neighborhood outdoOr recreation 
fclcilities; 

. . • 1, ' .. . • •. 

· 6. Hospitals and health clinics.-
. T~is category refers,.to 'the. quali_tv, 

. and. proxir(l_ity of health facilities, 
· ~c., ·servinQ the_ loCal conimunity. 
in the ,opinion of the 1iesPonden1:. 

·~ . . 
N_eighborhood , services an~ wish to 
move.-The category "household 
would like to move" consi.Sts_of hous: 

._ing units in.W~ich the respon.d.ent con_-_ 
siders one or more of the -specified 
neighborhood services (such as public 

'··transportation) so ,i'1adequate ,Or u_n_
satisfactory that the respondent wo~ld 

·like t~·move from the n~ighborhood.· 
• ! • ' • ' • 

The figures shown for the cate-. 
gories under "household wou'ld.like to 

. move" will not add to the total·.;.,: 
cause~ryi_ore thal,"l one in.adeq.uat~ 5ef"'.iC~ 
m~v, hav~ bee~.- reported for the s~r:ne . 

. unit. ~·-. L 

'Overall opinion of neighborliood.-The. 
.. data Pres'ente"d are baSed on· th~ re_
sp0'1dent's Overall opinion of ·the 
n'eig~borhood accordi'n'g · t6 the ·street 
c:Ohditions and the ne.ighborhood sei-v- · 
ices· available (described in ·pr~~~iriQ · 
paragraphs). The respondent was askOd 
to rate tlie street or neighbcirhood as .. 

. excellent, Qood, .fair, o.r poor. D~ta a~e 
also shown for wish to move b0c3use 

·of undesirable street conditions Cross~ 
. classified by the respondent's overall 
opirli,on of the neighbortiO-od. ' 

. ' 

Financial Characteristics . ' 
Value;-V~lue is . the resPondent's . esti-. 
mate of-how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 
The· statistics on value. 8re shown Olily 
for' one'family· :homes on less than 10 
acr_es without a commercial establishment 

·.or mecliCal or dental office On the prop~ 
erty. Owner-occupit?d cooper,atives, con
dominiums·, mobile . homes, and trailers 
are -excluded from -the v81ue tabulations. 
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Value-income ratia:.-The value-inc·Ome. 
ratio :is computed by dividing th'e .value 
of. the housing unit by the total. money 
inco~e ·:of the famiJy o'r prirTI~rV indi· 

~- ' • I• - • 

v:idual. The! d~ta ~re presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which 
';v81ue" waS tat?uiated {see· "V81u~" for 
exclusiOnS). The ratio· was cciiTiputed 
separately for each unit and'was rounded 
tci the. nearest ·tenth. 1~· r0porting Value, 
respondents were asked ·ta Select an 
appropriate class interval: Thi! ·rriidPoints 
of the 1 value intervals were used in the 
compUtation 'of the vah..iE{fncOriie1·ratio,. 
except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned 
for valu.es less than $5,000 anda m~ari of 
$165,000 was assigned for values· of 
$150,000 oi' 'more. For income, the 
dolfar amounts were used. Units occupied 
bV fai-nilieS Or prim3ry· individu'cils who re
Ported no income or·a net loss comprise 
the caiegOry ''not coniputed.'' 

The ·19]7 income statistics 1are··for the 
12 m·Onth's prior ·to the ·date of the inter

. View'. For 1970, the. incOme statistics 
cover the calen'dar.year 1969. · 

Sales pi'ic.! .. asked.-'-For vacant Units, 'the 
Sales ·price is the amount ·asked for-the 
property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the 
pi-opertv. fs. sold;. The Statistics on sal~s 
price ·asked af-e shOwn only for vacant for 
sale · one-fa'rTI ily · hom--;;s on less. th~n 10 
a~ies without a commercial establiShment 
Or · mediCal or .. dental offige on the 
pr'?perty .' 

•. 

~~rage or carp~r~ ·on property.-The 
gara~. or ·carport must be currently 
available f9r u~e by the occup"ants of ~he 
u"nit; i.e., meriibers Of the household can 
Use it f~r parking. even if it is. currently 
·us~d· as a· stor~ge area· f~r items .such as 
la:.Vn equipment or furniture. It may be 
8ttached to the house or ·it may be com
. pletely unattached, but it must be on the 
property. Excluded are garages .or car
"Ports that have been Converted tO other 
'~ses such as living qu.arters, ·an. area u~d 
for business purposes, an area rented to 
someone ·else, or for some re8son cannot 

· .be used for parking .. 
. ' . 
Mortgage o~ debt status.-Mortgage status 

. refers to orie-family homes and debt 
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status refers to mObile homes and trailers. 
Units" with no mortgage or similar debt 
outstanding on the p~operty comprise the 
category "owned free and clear." Also _in
cluded in this category are housing units 
in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground ·rent"; that is, the occu· 
pant owns the unit ·but leases, rents, or 
pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Mortgage status-The data are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-family homes 
on leSs t'1an 10 acres without a com
mercial establishment or medical. or. 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-ocrupied cooperative 
and coridominium units. A mortgage or 
similar debt refers to all forms of debt 
where the property .is pledged as secur
ity for payment of the debt. It in· 
eludes such debt instruments as deeds 

.of_ trust, trust d~eds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor lienS. In the first three 
arrangemen.ts, usually a third p'arty, 
kno""'.n as the trustee, holds the title to 
the property until the .debt is paid. In 
the vendor· lien arrangement, the tit I~ 
is kept by the buyer but the seller 
(vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer: a lien on the property to secure 
payment· of the.:balance of the pur
chase price. Also'in«?luded as a mort
gage or similar debt are ·contracts to 
purchase, land contracts, and lease
purchase agreements where the title to 
the property. remains witl:l the seller 
Until the agreed upon payments have 
been made by the buyer. 

Debt status. - The data are limited to 
owner-occupied mobile homes and 
trailers on. less than 10 acres. Units 
where Paymen~s are·, being made 
toward the purchase of the mobile 
home ·or trailer comprise the categOry, 
"Installment loan or contract." 

Mortgage insuranc8.-The data are re
striCted to cmner-occupied units with a 
mortgage or simila"r debt. ii"! addition, 
the Units must be one·fa"1ily homes on 
less than 10 acres Without a commercial · 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. Owner-occupied co
operatives, condominiums, mobile homes, 
and trailers are excluded from the tabu· 
lations on mortgage insur8nce . 

Mortgage insurance is financial protec
tion provided to t.he lerider'.in ca~ the 
borrower fails to kee·p up the required 
mortgage payments and defaults on the 
lo~n. Such insurance protection is offered 
by bo~h the .Government, acti':lg a~ an .in· 
surance agent, and by private mortgage 
insurance companies. The Federal govern
ment agencies that currently insure or 
guarantee mortgages or similar debtS i':l· 
elude the Federal Housing Administration 

. (FHA). the Veterans' Administration 
(VA), and the Farmers Home Administra· 
tion. Mortgages or loans that are not in
sured or guaranteed by FHA: VA, or the 
Farmers Home Administration are re
ferred to as "conventional" mortgages. 
Mortgage debts insured or guaranteed by 
State or local government agencies are · 
not included in the category "Insured by 
FHA, VA, or Farmers Home.Administra·. 
tion". 

The Federal Housing Administration. 
insures IOans on homes. The Veterans' 
Administration guarantees _or .. insures 
loans under the Serviceman's Readjust
ment Act (G.l.Bill). The Fanm.ers Home. 
Administration provides much the same 
service as.FHA, but con~nes its assistance 
to rural areas. · .. · 

Private mortgage insurance companies 
provide insurance protection to lenders so 
that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than 
noninsured tOans. DOwnpayl"flent and 
month IV payment are. often less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are generally 
longer and the borrcmer pays an insur
ance premium as part of the monthly 
mortgage payment. The data on private 
mortgage· i_nsurance is not separable from 
data on other conventional loans and is 
therefo~e included irl the category "Not 
in.sured or insured by pHvate mortgage in· 
surance." 

Real estate taxes last year.-The data are 
· restricted to. owner-ocCupied, one.family· 

homes on less· than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or flledical or 
dental .office on the property. The data 
exclude ~ner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile ho!'"es, and 
trailers. "Real estate. taXes last year" 
refers to the total amount .. of all real 
estate taxes payable on the entire prop· 
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erty during the last billing period. It in
cludes State and local real estate taxes. 
Not included are payments on delinquent 
taxes due . from priOr yearS or payments 
for speciiil assessmerits, ,faCil ities, or ·serv
ices. When the real eState t8Xes are irl
cluded with the mortgage, a separate 
amount fo'r the taxes is Obtained. 

In part C, the mean· real' estate taxes 
for last year per $1,000 value of the prop
erty (house and lot) are presented. Hous
ing units for which no taxes are paid are 
excluded'.from the computation of'the 
mean. 

. Property insurance.-Thi~ ',ref~rs tq. fir~ 
and hazard ins.urance; that is, policies. 
which protect the ~nit and. itS ccint~nts 
against·· losS due to damage by fire, 
lightning, . wind, · h~il. explosion~ etc. 
Home.owners' pOlicies are also' included. 
since this type of insurance has fire .and 
hazard. i'nsUrance 'together'.with Other 
types of homeoWner protection such as 
liability. _1f·the cost of the insurance Was 

, included as part "of the mortgage pay· 
ments, a separate' amount f~~ the irlsur
ance was obtained. The amount· of the 
insur~nce premium reported was . tt'le. 
amount paid for an entire· ·12-month 
period even. if made in two or m.ore .in· 
stallineiits. ProPerty iiisuraiice · iS shOwn 
only as a component of "Select0d mon-' 
thiy· housing costs" and "Selected mon
thly housirig costs., as perCent8ge Of' in
come." (See parts A, C. and E.) The data 
are pres"ented sep'arately for owner-occu
pied, one·farriily homes 'ori less than 10 
acres witho.ut a co"1nierCial establiShment 
Or· nledical or dental office on the proP
erty and for owner-ocCuPied mobile 
homes and' trailers on less thiin 10 acres. 
the data exclude owner-occupied CO-
operative and coridominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs.-The 
data are presehted· separatt!IY fOr Ow'ner· 
occupied, one-family homes on less than 
lo acr·es without a commercial eStabi°ish·~ 
~ent or medical of dt!ntal' office· on the 
property and for owner-occupied· m'obile 
hom.S and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied coop
erative arid coridominiUm uriits. Separate 
distributions ar~ shown for units·"with a 
mortgage" and for units ."owned free 

and. clear." Selected monthly housing 
costs is the sum of payments for mortgage 
or loan outstanding, real eState taxes 
(includin·g taxes on mobile home or trail
er 'site. if the site is owned), property· in· 
surance~ utilities (electricity, "gas, water, 
and sewage disposal). fuel (oil, coal, kero· 
sene, wood~ etc.). and garbage arid trash 
collection. · 

· Households ·that had a ·.mortgage or 
similar 'debt but ·failed to report the 
amount of their payment and/or those 
households .that .did not report their real 
estate taxes were included in the. "not re· 
ported". category. Likewise, for mobile 
homes and trailers, households that had 
aii installment loan Of· contract but failed 
to report their loan payment,and/or their 
taxes were. also included in the "not re
ported", category. 

Selected monthly· hOusing costs as per
centage ·of· incOme;-The yearly housing 
costs '(selected monthly housing costs 
multipiied by' 12) are expressed as a'per
centage of the total income o! the family 
or ·primary' individual. This percentage iS 
Presented for the· same owner-oCCupied 
units for which"'"selected monthly ho~s
inQ ·cOsts" Were tabulated (for: exclusions; 
see'"'Selected monthly ho'using costs"). 
The percentiogewas corriputed separately 
for each unit and was rounded ·ta the 
rieareSt tenth: ·For ihc-ome arid "selecttid 
rriorithly housing costs" the dollar 
amounts Were used. Units occupied by 
f8milies" or primary individuals who ~
ported no incOme or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 
'. Households that did not report the 
ainount of; Or did not· pay mortgage or 
si·m.iiar debt and/or real· estcite t~xes were 
included in the "not re~rted" category. 

Acquisition .of property. -This item in
dicates h_ow. the current owner acquired 
the property; i.e., whether by purch·~ 
or by mea~s other than purchase. Data 
are presented for one-family hom'es 
which· 'are on leSs than 10 acres, owned 
f~ee and C1ear and without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the ·prop.ertv. 

· Placad or ssiumed a mortgag6. - This 
includes units where the present owne~ 

had to place one or··more new rilori· 
gages ·in order to obtain the property 
or. assumed an existiiig mortgage_ on 
the property. The intent is to dete"i'· 
mine whether the property was ever 
mortgaged by the present occupants 
even though· there was no mortgage at 
the time of thti interview.' ' '· ·1. 

Acquired through inh~ritance a/gift.
This includes property acquired as a 
. beneficiary of ar:i estate and pr?perty 
acquired t~rough a gift. 

Paid all cash . .:..ln these cases, the 
·owner paid cash ·for the tota.1 cost of 
the property and 'no ~ortgage or other 

·• similar debt was involved. 

Acquif.ed in Other manner.-:-This .. cate
gory includes acquisitic:>ris .of.Proper· 
ties through foreclOsure,: 

1

d~linquent 
ta'x ·sale, corPor~te reor9a~izatio~. ·~r 
trade for anothe; propert~. Also in· 
eluded. are those caSes· iO ·,Which the 
~wner acquiied the. p;ope·rty ~fth' bor-, . . ', .. 
rowed funds (for all or part of the pur

, ch~e 'price ~r cost 1 ~f consi~u.cti~~) 
'. 3nd this loan' was not' secured by th8 

property; i.e., ~ mo'rtgage, deed.' bf 
' . . . . . \" 

trust, land contract, etc .. 
. - ' ' . ' . ' 
. I ,\ . 

Alterations a'nd repairs during the last 12 
months._: The statistics. refer t~· the 12 . - . ~ 

months prior to the interview and are re· 
stricted to, oviner-occu~i.ed, · one-fa'mily 
homes on less than 10. acres WithoUt' a 
commercial establishment or medical· o~ 

' .. 
dental office on the property. 

The data are presented aocording to 

Whether· the alteratiOns and re.Pai is cost 
less than $200 or $200 'or more. Th~ total · 
cost of the· 1&bor ·and materials was to be 
reported.' H~wever. if the labor was ·per
for~ed by the occupants ~r provided 
without charge; only the cost of 'the 
mater_iels was obtained·. The cOst pert~ins 
to a single job.; for example, if several jobs 
were· done, each costing· less than $200 
but the sum .total was over $200, it was 

. reported as costing less than $200 sini:e 
none of the 'jobs by themselves cost 
$200 or more. 

Additions.-Additions refer to. floor 
space built onto, above, or below an 
'existing unit in order to incre~Se the 
enclosed space within the house; for 
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example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be 
construction of other buildings on the 
property. The building, such as a 
garage, may not necessarily be at· 
tached. 

Alterations. - These -~ are permanent 
changes made either to th_e i~side or 
outside of ·a structure including the 
surrounding grounds. Alterations in
side· the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent 

·modification of space; for example, 
construction of a breakfast nook in a 
kitchen. It maY involve Completely re
modeling a room, such as a kitc~en or 
bathroom, or a structural change, such 
as separation of living and. dining 

areas by a permanent room divide.r. It 
may also includ.e attached equipriient 
installed in the house for the first 
time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Altera
tions outside the structure consist of 
installing walks, driveways, fences, 
storm windows or doors, planting trees 
or shrubbery.· or swimm.ing pools built 
into the ground. 

Replacements. - This refers to the com
plete substitution of a new piece of 
fixed. equipnient: surfacing, or fixed 

· · ··appliances for an .old item that was 
previously· there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning 
system for one that no lo~ger func
tioned PfOPerly. Excluded are appli
ances such as clothes washers, 'refrig
erators, or window air·c~nditiOners. 

Repairs. - This refers to jobs necessary 
for maintenance and preventive care of 
the stru'ctu_re, property, or fixed equip
ment; for example, painting, papering, 
floor sanding, ·mending water pipes, 
and replaci~g parts of large equiPment 
such as a furnace valve. 

Plans for improvements during the next 
12 months.-This item is restricted to 
owner-occupied, one-family homes on 
'less than 10 acres without 'a cOmmercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. This item refers to the 
·respondent's plans, if any, to make im
provements on\ the property (additions, 
·alterations, rePlacements, or repafrs) 
during. the 12-month period following 
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the interview and whether the labor and/ 
or materials for any one job would cost 
more or less than $200. 

Pli.rchase price of .mobile home.-This 
item refers to owner-o.ccupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less 'than 10 acres. 

·The purchaSe piic~ iS th~; total c~·~t of 
'the mobile ho~e or trailer ai the ti~e 
of purchase including the downpayment 
but excluding site costs or closing costs. 
The "not pur~ased" categ~ry refers to 
mobile ·homes and trailers that were not 
purchased by any ocCupant Of the unit; 
for example, if t_he uriitwas·acquired as a 
gift. 

Year mobil'e hOme acquired.-This item 
pertains to owner-occupi~d mobile 
homes and trailers on less than lO'acres. 
"Year acquired" is the calendar year that 
the.current owner took possession of.the 
mobile home ·or trailer, not the year 
the mobile home or trailer was manu
factured. "Acquired" inclUd_es purchase 
as well as other forms of taking possession 
such as inheritance, gift, trade, and 
foreclosure. 

Mobile hom~ acquired new.-The data 
pertain: to owner-occupied. mobile hom~s 
and trailers on less ~han 10 .acres. "Ac
quired new" means.that no other person 
or family lived in the mobile home or 
used it for a business, etc., before the 
present owner acquired it. 

Contract rent.-Contract rent is ·the 
monthly rent agreed to, or ·contracted 
for, even if the furnishings,. utilities, or 
services are included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes· and mo
bile homes and trailers on 10· acres or 
more. Renter Units occupied withoi.Jt 
payment of cash rent are .shown sep

_arately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabu
lations. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent, termed 
"gross rent," is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cost.of utilities 
(electricity, gas,. water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) if these items 
are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such· as a ·relative. wel· 
fare agency, or friend) in addition to rent. 

.Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to, or coiitracted for, regardless of- any 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices.in the inclusion of 
utilities and fi..iel as part of the rental pay
ment. The estimated coSts of water and 
fuels are reported on a yearly basis. but 
~hey are converted to monthly figures in 
the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
family houses on 10 acres or more. 
Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as ~·no 
caSh rent" in ihe rent tabulations. 

Gross -re.nt in nonsubsidized housing.
The gross rent for nonsubsidized housing 
units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, 
State, or lcical government rent subsidies, 
as well aS one-fa.mily homes on 10 acres . 
or more~ Data on nonsUbsidized units in 
this report are not based on government 
or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to ·the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income.-The 
yearly gross rent (monthly gross rent 
multiplied by 12) is e~pressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. The per~entage 

is presented for the sarpe renter-occupied 
units for which gross r~nt was tabulated; 
thus, the statiStics on gross rent as per

. centage 0°f income refleCt the exclusion of 
certai·n renter-occupied units. The per
centage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and in
come, the dollar amounts were used in 
the c00iputation. Units for ,;.,hich no cash 
rent was paid and .units occupied by fami
lies or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the 
category "not computed.~' 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970: the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized hous~ng as 
percentage of income.-This item was 
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computed in the same manner as "gross 
rent as percentage ·of income" except that 
rents and. incomes for public and ·sub· 
sidized housing Units were excluded. 

·Data on nonsubsidized units in this re·. 
port are not based ·an government or 

. local records; they ·are, therefore,• sub· 
ject to the abilitY :of a respOndent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (parking facilities, gar· 
bage and trash collection, and furniture).
Counts are shown separately for units in 
which parking facilities: garbage and t'rash 
collection, and furniture are included in 
the rent. The data are restricted to renter· 
occupied units for which cash rent is paid 
and exclude one-family· homes on 10 
acres or more. 

'' 
Par:king facilities.-; The statistics refer 
to o~f-stree.t p~rking facili,ties w~ich 
are available in co':lnection with .the 
b.uilding .. The. facilities are provided by 
the landlord or manage""!ent and r:nust 
be available without ,additio_nal cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be 
a garage, carpor~. driveway, .or open 
lot where the occupant may park his 
car off the street .. 

Garbage and trash collection.:_ Included 
. are units which have· garbage and 

trash Collection service available in 
connection with the ~uilding. The 
service may be public or private and 
·must be available without 3dditional 
cost to the renter. If the garbage (food 
waste) · iS colfeCteci by one corTipany 
and the trash (paper. cans, etc.) 'by 
another, the data refer to the garb.age 
collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9, 
separate counts are also shovvn f0r 
·renter-occupied units repor1i!lg addi· 
tional amounts paid for· garbage ahd 
trash collection service. 

Fumiture.-The statistics refer to furn· 
ished apartments or houses in -which 
the management supplied major pieces 
of furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest 
of drawers, and table and chairs· for 
the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
cooking range or stove, lamps, and 
rugs ·are .not considered furniture. 
Units in which the occupants· rent 

furniture·froiTI some source"other than 
the· management are not ·classified as 
furnished units. 

Rent asked.-For vacant Units, the rent is 
the amount asked for the unit at the tirrie 
of the interview and may differ from the 

· rerii · co'ntract~d for' ~hen the ui;iit, was 

occupied. The data are for vaC"ant, year
round units fcir rent. exdluding one
family homes On 10 acres or more. The 
medicin rent a~ked is shown Separately 
for units in Which thi? rent inc_ludes pay
ment for utilities (electricity, gas, and 
Watef) and· fuels (Oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.). Median rent asked is. also 
shown foi- units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities and fuels, as well as 
garbage a~~ ti-ash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing.
·A ·housing univ is· classified as ·being in· a 
"public housi'ng project'-' if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by 
a local housing authority· or other public 
agency, such as a housing and redevelop· 
ment authority or a housing development 
agen~y, an~ operated as public housing. 

··These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the FedEiral'or State government' but 
the local agency owns the property. All 
other housin-g units; are classified as 
"private housing." 

Private housing units are further classi
fied by whether the unit is subsidized; 
that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
,because a Federal, State, or local govern· 
ment program pays part of the cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or 
operating expenses. These programs in· 
elude (1) the interesnubsidy programs of 
the Department of. Housing and Urban 
.Developmen.t (HUD) for rental and co
operative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program 
where part of the ren,.t for low·income 
families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) 
the direct loan program of HUD for hous
ing the elderly. 

·The statistics on ·public or subsidized 
housing exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more and renter units occupied 
without 'payment of cash rent. In· addi· 
tion, 'the data are not based on govern· 

ment· or local 'records; the figLires are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a re
spo~dent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
diied or nonsubsidized housing.·_,. 

, Household Characteristics 

Household .-A household consists of all 
the persons who occUpy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of. households 
is the same as the count of ~cupied 
·h~Usin9 units. 

Head .of household.-One person in each 
househ.old is designated as the "head:'; 
that is, the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if~ married wOman living' with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Househ~ld compOsition or type of house· 
hold.-Statistics by age oi head are pre

. sented separatf?ly for two·or~more-person 
households and for one-person house
holds. Households having tw·o or more 
persons are further subdivided as follows.: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela
tives: -EaC:h house'hold in this group 
Consists of the _head and his wife, and 

'other persons, if any, all·of whom are 
related to him. In parts' Band F, the 
category "husband-wife", consists of 
the head and his wife and all other per· 
sons occ::upying the unit whether or 
not they are related to the head. 

Other m~/e head.-Thfs' category in· 
eludes households with male heads 
who are marriEid, but with .wife ab'sent 
b~ause of separation or' other' rea~on 
where husband and Wife maintain sep-

.. l . . 

arate residences; and male heads Who 
are widowed, divorced, or single. In 
parts A, C, D, and E, this category in· 
eludes households with male head, 
wife present and nonrelatives living 
with them. In parts Band F, all "male 
head, wife present" ·households are in· 
eluded in the "husband-wife" cate-
gory. ·" 
Female .head,-This group ·comprises 
households with female heads regard
less of their marital status. Included 
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are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families;. for 

. example, h1;1sb~nd~ in the Armed 
Forces living on military installations. 

tiousehol.ds consisting of only one per
son are sho'!f'n separately as "one-person 

households" a~d are not included in the 
subcate9ories "other male, head" a.nd 
"fema.le head." · ' ' ' 
· .. 
Family Or primary irldividual.~H~usirig 
units are occupied by either "familieS" 
or "primary individuals." · The term 
"family" refers to ·the head ~f ,(house
hold and all (one or more) other pe~sons 
living ifl the same house:hold who are 
related to the head by blood, marriag0, 
or adoption. If the h'ead lives alone or 
with ~cinrelatives only, then the head 
is considered a "primary individual." 
. Married couples related to the head of 

a family are included in the family and 
are not ~onsid~red as separcite families. A 
lodglffer, servant, or ottier Persons unre
la!~d to the head is considered a member 
of the household but not of th.e family. 

In the statistics on househ01d composi
tiOn, families' are always included in one 

of·:the th;ee ·major gr~ups of two-or7 

m·are-person. hoi:Jseholds. Primary indi
Viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tabulated as "other male head" or 
"fem'al~ head'." Primary individuals living 
alone. are.always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily.-A. subfamily. is a married 
coup .. le with or with.out children, or. ~ne 
parent with one or more_ Ow·n Single 
(never married) child;en under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or .his wife. The· most common ex
ample of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's 
o~ wife's parents. . ·. 

Age of head.-The age classification re
fers to the age reported for the head of 
the~ household as of that person's last 
birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over.-All per
sons, including the head, wtio are members 
of the houiehold and are 65 years old and 

over, are inCluded in the count of persons 
65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"own" children of 'household heads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own~~ child 
if he or_ she is a single (neve-r married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of 
subfamilies are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Other relative of head.-This· category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood, marriage, or adoption except wife 
or child of head and members of sub
families. 

Nonrelative.-A nonretative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. ·Roomers, boarders, lodger's, 
partners, resident employees, wards>and 

· foster children are included in this 

category: 

Years of school completed by head.
The statistics refer to the highest grade 
of regular school completed and not 'to 
the highest grade attended. For Persons 
'still attending school; the highest grade 
co_mpleted. is one le'ss than· the ·on.e in 
which they are ·currently enrolled. "Reg· 
ular" school refers to forrhal educatiOn 
obtained in graded public; private;· or 
parochial schools, colleges, universities, or 
profeSsional schools, whether ·day or 
night school, and whether attendance WaS 
full or part time. That is, "regular school
ing" is formal education which may ad
vance a person toward an 'elementary or 
high school diploma, or college, univer· 
sity, or professional school degree. 
Schooling or tutoring in other than regu
lar schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to 
a school in the regular school system. 
Household heads whose highest grade 
completed was in a foreign school system 
or in an ungraded sc;:hool were instructed 
to report the approximate equivalent 
grade .(or years) in the regular United 
States school system. They were. not.re
ported as having completed a given grade 
if they dropped out or failed to pass 

·: 

·, 

the last grade · attended. Education re
ceived in the followi~g types of schools is 
not.· counted ·as "regu!ar schooling." 
Vocational schools, trade schools, .busi· 

. ness schools, and non-credit adult·educa-
tion classes. 

Means' of transportati~n· and distance Ind 
. • , • . , . . I 

travel time to work.-The statistics are 
restricted to houselioid h~'adswho had a 
jOb the Week priOr to the in°terview. A 
job is defined as a definite 'arrangement 
for regular part-time' Or full-time work for 
pay every week or eve,.Y month. He8ds 
who do not report to the: same place of 
work every day corrtprise the "'No fixed 
place of work" category:. 

. Head's pri'ncipal mea~_s ~f. transporta
tion to ~ork.-(f differen't me,ans of 

transportation are .used on different 
. days, th·e. me_ans. 'use~· rrlost ~ften is 

r~corded'. If m~~ than one means of 
transporta~ion. is used _each day, the 
means covering the greaiest diStance is 
recorded. A "ca.rpool" is where one or 
more perSons regulariy ,;.jde in" the car 
with the head; ttie head may share 

'driving,' drive others, ·Or ride with 
someone else .. The category. "inass 
transportation" iricludes railroad, sub
way, elevated transpo~ation 'il(stem, 
bus, and streetCar. 

Distance from home to work.-The 
statistics refer to the one·way distance 

. the head of· hou;.hold travels from 
home to work. 

Travel time from home to work . ....: The 
data refer to the average time it takes 
the household head to travel one-way 
from home to wcirk. · • 

Income.-The statistics o'n income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to the in· 
terview and is' the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or welfare ·payments and all 
other money income: The' figu;e-s ·repre· 
sent the amount of • in~ome received 
before deductions fo·r personal ·income 
taxes, Social Security; .union due~, bond 

" 
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purchases, health· insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the .statistics relate to 
the money income of the family or pri
mary individual· occupying the housing 
unit; i.e., the sum of the income of the 
head of the family and all other members 
of the family 14 years old and over. or 
~e income of the primary individual. 
Incomes of persons ~iving in the unit 
but not related to the head of the houO!· 
hold are not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income. is defined as the 
total rrioney earnings received-for work 
performed as an employee at· any time 
during the 12-~orlth period prior to'the 
interview. It includes wages, salaries, 
piece-rate paymen.ts, commissions, tips, 
cash bonuses, and Armed Forces' pay. Net 
self~employment inco~e is defined as net 
money income (gross ,receip'ts minus 
operating expenses) received from- a busi
ness, piofessional practice·. partn~rship, or 
farm in which the person was self-
employed. .,. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pension~; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per
sons, dependents of c:J.eceased insu~ed 

workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insuranCe 
premiums. Cash receipt of ret.ireinent, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
maqe by the U.S. (jovernment unde~ the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also in
cluded. Separate payments received for 
hospital or. other medical care are not 
included. 

Income fronl all other sources inCludes 
money income received from sources 

I'; 

such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividen~s; interest; net 
rental income {or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts· from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts. received from public assistance 
programs, su~h as old age assistance, aid. · 
to families with dependen_t children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unem· 
ploYment inst.ranee benefits; money re
ceived for ·transportation and/or subsis-. 

. tence by persons participating in special 
governmental training progra_ms such as 
the _Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and . Training . 
Act workmen's compensation cash_bene~ 
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members ~f- · 

. the Armed Forces or to survivors of de-: 
ceased· veterans; public or pr iv at~ pen
sions; periodic receipts from insur~nce 

policies or· annuities; alimony or child 
suppOrt from persons who ·are not mem
bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
and noriservice ··Scholarships and fellow-
ships . ." ' · 

Re·ceipts from the follOwing sources 
were not incluqed ~s income: ·Value -Of 
income "in kind," suC:h as free living 
quarters, housing subsidies, food stamps, 
or food_ pr_oc:;tuced and consumed in the 
home; money received from the sale _of 
property (unless the recipient was en
gaged in the business of O!lling such prop···. 
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with-. 
dr8wal of bank deposits; acc~ed intert.?st 
on "uncashed" savings bondS:; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the ·_ 
same houO!hold; and gifts and ·lump· 
sum insurance payments,· inheritances, 
·and other types of lump·sum re'ceipts. 

The income statistics -and the chan~c
teristics of the houO!hold refer to differ· 
ent peri~ds i~ time. For 1977, the income 
data refer to the 12 r'!lonths prior to the 
interview and the hoUsehold characteris
tics refer to the date of the interview. For 
1970, income data refer to .the calendar 
year .1969, but the hou.,hold character·. 
istics refer to April 1,"1970. Thus, family · 
income does not include ·amounts re
ceived by persons who were members of 
the lam ily during all or part of the in· 
come period if th.ese pe~sons no 16nger 
resided with the family at thetime of the . 
interview. On the other hand, family in
come includes ·amoUntS reported by re
lated persons' who did not reside wit~ the 
family durin9 the entire income period 

·.but who were members of the family at 
-the time qf the interview. For most · 

- ·families, h<?wever, the income reporte~ 
was received by persons'who were mem
bers Of the family throu.9hout the income 
period. 

There may be significant differences i~ 
the income data between the Annual 
Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censi.Jses. ~or exam
ple, the time period for inco!":le data in 
the Annual Housing' SurveY refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview While 
other income data 'Qenerally ;e·fer to th~ 
calendar year prior to the date Of the in
terview. Additior:ial differences in the iri
come data -may be. attrib'uted to factors· 
such as the various ways inCome ques
tions are asked, the sampling variability 
and ncirlsampling errors between the An
nUal Hpusing Su~eY and other Bure-au 
surveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, - and prOce~ing pro-
cedures. 
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Area Classifications and Definitions and Explanations 
of Subject Characteristics 

·AREA CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Urban and rural residence 

Farm-nonfarm residence. 

Counties ...•....•• 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas .....•. , ... : , 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

General. ..•.... 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1976 Annual 
Housing Surveys ..... 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data. 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Population data 

Comparability with other 
current reports. 

Living Quarters .. 
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App-2 
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App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-3 

App-3 

App-3 

App-4 

Housing units . App-4 

Group quarters App-5 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels, rooming houses, etc. App-5 

Institutions . . . . . . . . . . App-5 

Year-round housing units . . App-5 

Changes in the Housing Inventory App-5 

Units added by new construc-
tion ..... , . . . . . . . . . App-5 

Units lost from the inventory . App-5 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster • . . . . . . . App-5 

Units lost through other 
means. . . . . . . App-6 

Unspecified units ..... App-6 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac-
teristics . . . . . . . . . . . App-6 

Occupied housing units. App-6 

Race . . . . . . App-6 

Spanish origin. App-7 

Tenure . , App-7 

Site tenure. App-7 

Previous occupancy, App-7 

Cooperatives and condomin· 
iums ... , • . . . . . . App-7 

Reason for no-cash-rent 
occupancy . . . . . . . App-7 

Duration of occupancy. App-7 

Year head moved into unit. App-7 

Recent movers. . . • . . . . App-7 

Present and previous units of 
recent movers . . . . . App-7 

Same or different head. App-7 

Main reason for move into 
present unit . . . . . . . . App-8 

Home ownership . • . . . . App-8 

Owner or manager on property App·B 

Vacant housing units. • . App-8 

Vacancy status . . . . . . App-8 

Homeowner vacancy rate App-9 

Rental vacancy rate. • . App-9 

Duration of vacancy . . App-9 

Utilization Characteristics . App-9 

Persons. App-9 

Rooms. App-9 

Persons per room . App-9 

Bedrooms . . . . . App-9 

Structural Characteristics App-10 

Complete kitchen facilities. App-10 

Condition of kitchen facilities. App-10 

Basement. . . . . . . App-10 

Year structure built. App-10 

Units in structure. . App-10 

Elevator in structure App-10 

Stories between main and 
apartment entrances. . . App-10 

Storm windows, storm doors, 
and attic or roof insulation. App-10 

Mobile homes anchored with 
tiedowns or other means . . App-11 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes. App-11 

Roof . . . . . . . . . . . . App-11 

Interior ceilings and walls App-11 

Interior floors. . . • . . . App-11 

Selected structural deficiencies 
and wish to move . . . . . . App-11 

Overall opinion of structure. App-11 

Common stairways . . . . . . App-11 

Light fixtures in public halls. 

Electric wiring ..... . 

Electric wall outlets .. . 

Electric fuse blowouts 

Parking facilities .... 

Plumbing Characteristics. 

Plumbing facilities .. 

Complete bathrooms. 

Source of water or water 
supply ..........• 

Availability of piped water. 

Sewage disposal . 

Flush toilet ... 

Equipment and Fuels. 

Telephone available. 

Heating equipment . 

Insufficient heat. 

Air conditioning. 

Automobiles and trucks 
available ..... . 

Fuels used for house heating 
and cooking .... , . , .. 
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App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

Owned second home , • App·14 

Services and Neighborhood 
Conditions. , . . . . . . . App-14 

Garbage collection service. App·14 

Exterminator service. . . . App·14 

Neighborhood conditions and 
neighborhood services. . App-14 

Financial Characteristics - App-15 

Value .. _, .. , . . App-15 

Value-income ratio. App-16 

Sales price asked . . APP-16 

Garage or carport on property. App-16 

Mortgage or debt status . App-16 

Mortgage insurance .. , . App-16 

Real estate taxes last year App-16 

Property insurance . . . . App-17 

Selected monthly housing costs App-17 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income . . . App-17 

Acquisition of property . . . . App-17 

Alterations and repairs during 
the last 12 months. . . . . . . App-17 

Plans for improvements during 
the next 12 months. . . . App-18 

Purchase price of mobile home App-18 

Year mobile home acquired App-18 

Mobile home acquired new App-18 

Contract rent App-18 

Gross rent . . App-18 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing - . . . . . . . . . . App-18 

Gross rent as percentage of 
income . . . . . . . . . . . App-18 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing as percentage of 
income ..... , . . . . . App-18 

Inclusion in rent (parking fa-
cilities, garbage and trash col-
lection, and funiture). . . . App-19 

Rent asked. . . App-19 

Public, private, or subsidized 
housing_ . . . . . . App-19 

Household Characteristics . App-19 

Hou:;ehold. . . . . App-19 

Head of household App-19 

Household composition or 
type of household. . . . . App-19 

Family or primary individual App-20 

Subfamily . . . . . . . . . . . App-20 

Age of head . . . . . . . . App-20 

Persons 65 years old and over . App-20 

Own children . . . . . App-20 

Other relative of head App-20 

Nonrelative . . . . . . App-20 

Years of school completed by 
head. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . App-20 
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Household Characteristics-Continued 

Means of transportation and 
distance and travel time to 
work . 

Income ...•....... 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1977 .... 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

App·20 

App·20 

App-22 

Urban and rural residence.-Urban hous· 
ing comprises all housing units in urban· 
ized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabi· 
tants or more outside urbanized areas. 
More specifically, urban housirig consists 
of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as 
cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska) .. 
and towns (except in the New England 
States, New York, and Wisconsin), but 
excluding those housing units in the rural 
portions of extended cities; (b) unincor· 
porated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more; and (c) other territoi:v, incor· 
porated or unincorporated, included in 
urbanized areas. Housing units not classi· 
fied as urban constitute rural housing. 
Information on the historical develop
ment of the urban·rural definition ap· 
pears in the 1970 Population Census 
PC I 11 ·A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the 
urban and rural residence classification of 
the housing units is the same as in the 
1970 census. 

Farm·nonfarm residence.-ln rural areas, 
occupied housing units are subdivided 
into rural-farm housing, which comprises 
all rural units on farms, and rural·non· 
farm housing, which comprises the re
maining rural ,units. Occupied housing 
units are classified as farm units if they 
are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more during the 
12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of farm products amounted 
to $250 or more during the 12-month 
period prior to the interview. Occupied 
units in rural territory which do not meet 
the definition for farm housing are classi· 

'App-2 

tied as nonfarm. All vacant units in rural 
areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties 

The primary divisions of most of the 
States are termed counties; in Louisiana, 
the corresponding areas are termed par· 
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in th is 
State, areas designated as census divisions 
have been defined for general statistical 
purposes by the State in cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Marv· 
land, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con
tain one or more cities that are inde· 
pendent of any county; for statistical pur
poses, these independent cities are treated 
as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The definitions of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Haus· 
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were de· 
fined in January 1968 and an additional 
13 were defined in February 1971 on the 
basis of the results of the 1970 census. 
Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after Febru· 
ary 1971 are not reflected in this series of 
reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office 
of Management and Budget (formerly 
Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or. group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig· 
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must in· 
elude at least one central city, and the 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 

central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of th is 
report, the 1977 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by personal interview. The 
survey interviewers were instructed to 
read the questions directly from the ques· 
tiorynaire. The definitions and explana· 
tions given for each subject are, to a con
siderable extent, drawn from various 
techhical and procedural materials used in 
the collection of the data. This material 
helped the field interviewers to under
stand more fully the intent of each ques· 
tion and thus to resolve problem or un
usual cases. Additional eXplanatory infor· 
mation has been added to this portion of 
the text to assist the user in understand
ing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1976 
Annual Housing Surveys.-Most of the 
concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 through 1977 reports are essentially 
the same. However, there are significant 
differences in the measurement of losses 
from 1970 between the 1973 report and 
the· 1974 through 1977 reports. In the 
1974 through 1977 reports, the data 
refer to losses of individual housing units, 
but, in 1973, a housing unit was counted 
as a loss only when the whole stfuCf:ure 
in which the unit was located was lost 
from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1977 reports is the 1970 census 
unpublished tabulations; however, the 
1970 data in the ·1973 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabula· 
tions. 

Additional differences, if any, are dis
cussed under the particular subject later 
in the section. Because of the relatively 
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small sample size, particular care should 
be taken in making year to year compari· 
sons, especially where there are small 
differences between the figures (see 
appendix Bl. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Hous
ing data.-The concepts and definitions 
are essentially the same for items that 
appear in both the 1970 census and the 
1977 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, 
in the time period of the "recent mover" 
classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, 
"recent movers" are households that 
moved into their unit during the 12 
months prior to the interview, a time 
period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Cen· 
sus of Housing reports, different time 
periods were used. In Volume 11, Metro
politan Housing Characteristics, the short
est time period for "year moved into 
unit," is "1969 to March 1970" 11 1/4 
years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to 
December 1970 (approximately 2 years); 
and in Volume VII. No. 5, Mover House
holds, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other defi~itiona1 differences, if any, 
are discussed under the particular subject. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 
1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the exten· 
sive use of self.enumeration in the cen~s 
in contrast to personal interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in 
processing procedures; the estimation 
procedures and sample designs; the sam· 
piing variability of the estimates from the 
Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller ex· 
tent, th.e sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the 
Annual Housing Survey estimates; and 
the nonsampling errors associated with 
the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics 
of changes in the housing inventory be· 
tween the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 
selected SMSA's in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of In
ventory Change. In volume IV the data 

are based on information for a sample of 
housing units enumerated in late 1970 as 
part of the 1970 census. Data are pro
vided for such components of change be

tween 1960 and 1970 as new construc
tion, conversions, other additions, demo
litions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 
1970. 

In parts A and E of this.series, data for 
some of these components are shown; 
i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster). and other losses (some other 
means). The 1977 data on new construc
tion were obtained primarily from a 
sample of uni.ts selected from building 
permits. The 1970 Comporients of lnven· 
tory Change data were obtained from the 
1970 census tabulations of the "year 
structure built" item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as 
added by "new construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," 
"mortgage insurance," "real estate taxes 
last year," "selected monthly housing 
coSts," and "acquisition of property" aie 
presented in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume V, Residential Finance. In vol· 
ume V. the data are based on information 
collected for a sample of housing units in 
the Residential Finance Survey which was 
conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 
census. The 1971 report provided data on 
the financing of homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the 
mortgages, properties, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts a.nd defini
tions between the data in this report and 
volume V include the following. The 
basic unit of tabulation in this report is 
the housing unit; in volume V. it is the 
property. Data on mortgage status and 
mortgage insurance in this report are 
based on the occupant's answer; in vol· 
ume V, mortgage status and mortgage in
surance were verified by the lender. In 
this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs reflect the total 
amount of real estate taxes and housing 
costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V the tabulations for real estate 
taxes and selected monthly housing costs 
include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census.of Popu· 
lation data.-ln the 1970 census. data for 

"years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the high
est grade or year of regular school each 
household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was ~ompleted. 
In the 1977 Annual Housing Survey, data 
for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question
the highest grade or year of regular 
school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey may 
overstate the education level of the head 
of the household; that is, respondents 
may have· reported the grade or year the 
head was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade 
or year was completed. 

Comparability with other current re
ports.-This series of reports contains in· 
formation siffiilar to that contained in 
some of the other current Census Bureau 
reports, such as the Current Housing 
Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current 
Populatio,n Reports, and the Current. Con· 
struction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of pro· 
cedural differences mentioned below, 
care should be taken when comparing 
data from the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy 
Survey.-Data on vacancy rates and char
acteristics of vacant units from the Hous
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the 
United States by inside and outside stand· 
ard metropolitan statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey, with a sample size of 
approximately 58,000 units (interviews 
obtained for apprciximately 55,000 occu· 
pied and vacant housing units). is con· 
ducted monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current 
Population Survey. Dat8 are published 
quarterly and annually in Current H ous
ing Reports, Series H-111, Housing 
Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as sampling variability, nonsampling 
errorS, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 
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Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population Sutvey.-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly sample 

survey of approximately 70,000 desig· 
nated sample units. From the data col· 
lected in the Current Population Survey, 
the Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house· 
hold and family characteristics, mobility 
of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions 
used in this report are essentially the 
same as those used in the Current Popula· 
tion Reports, and the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
~opu.lation Survey is the same, there is a 
major difference in the concept of 
"mover." In parts D and E, household 
heads that moved into their units during 
the 12 months prior to the interview are 
classified as "recer:it movers." In the Cur· 
rent Population Survey, individuals whose 
current place of residence is different 
from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There are also likely to be significant 
differences in the data on income and 
years of school completed. The time 
period covering income is different in this 
series of reports because income data 
cover the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview while the income data in 
the Current Population Survey refer to 
the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. There are also significant dif· 
ferences in the way income questions are 
asked. For "years of school completed by 
head," the differences cited in the sec· 
tion, "Comparability with 1970 Census 
of Population data," also apply to the 
Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 
1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Current Population Survey may be attri
buted to factors such as the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors of the 
figures from the two surveys, survey pro
cedures and techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership. - The 
1974 Survey of Purchases and Owne.rsh ip 
is a sample survey coverjng approximately 
20,000 of the designated sample units in 
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the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were oollected on ownership, availability, 
and recent purchases of automobiles and 
other vehicles, television sets, and se
lected major household appliances. Infor
mation on the price paid is obtained fo( 
recently purchased items. The data can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 
20233. 

Although the Sur~ey of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, the 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the Survey of 
Purchases and Ownership reflect the num
ber of such vehicles that are owned or 
being bought by a member of the family. 
The data collected in the Annual Housing 
Survey reflect the number of automobiles 
and trucks owned or regularly used by 
any member of the household, including 
nonrelatives. Additional differences may 
be attributed to such factors as estima
tion procedures, o;ampling variability, and 
nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the 
Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs.-The 
Census Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title, Current Construc
tiOn Reports. The data for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Con
struction and Survey of Residential Alter
ations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists 

of approximately 16,000 permit-issuing 
places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current 
data on housing starts and completions, 
construction authorized by building per
mits, housing units authorized for demoli
tion in permit-issuing places, new one
family homes sold and for sale, character
istics of new housing, and value of new 
construction put in place. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of 
Construction. The major difference is 
that the Survey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing 
units in various stages of construction 

through completion. The Annual Hous
ing Survey shows counts and· character
istics of the existing housing inventory. 
Additional differences between the 1977 

Annual Housing Survey and the Survey 
of Construction may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability 
and nonsampling errors of the figures 
from the two surveys, survey 'procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro· 
cedures. 

The Survey of Residential Alterations 
and Repairs is a sample survey of approxi· 
mately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. The survey collects data on 
expenditures by property owners for up

keep and improvement of residential 
properties including renter-occupied 
housing units, single as well as multiunit 
structures, and units on 10 acres or more. 
The data on alterations and repairs in this 
report are restricted to one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres and no business on 
property. For additional information on 
the Survey of Residential Alterations and 
Repairs, see Current Construction Re
ports, Series C50, Residential Alterations 
and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters '!re classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters are in structures intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail
er). Living quarters may also be in struc
tures intended for nonresidential use 
(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units.-A housing u,nit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a 
single room occupied or intended for oc
cupancy as separate living quarters. 
Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the structure 
and which have either (1) direct access 
from the outside of the building or 
through a common hall which is used or 
intended to be used by the occupants of 
another unit or by the gerieral public or 
(2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
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exclusive use of the occupants. The occu
pants may be a single family, one person 
living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or 
unrelated persons who share living ar· 
rangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant 
units, the criteria of separateness, direct 
access, and complete kitchen facilities 
for exclusive use are applied to the in· 
tended occupants whenever possible. If 
the information cannot be obtained, the 
criteria are applied to the previous occu· 
pants'. Both occupied and vacant hous· 
ing units are included in the housing in· 
ventory, except that mobile homes, trail· 
ers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and 
the like, are included only if they are 
occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters · are 
living arrangements for institutional 
inmates or for other groups containing 
five or more persons not related to the 
person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, 
boarding houses, military barracks, col· 
lege dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, 
and ships. A house or apartment is con
sidered group quarters if it is shared by 
the person in charge and five or more 
nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in 
charge, by six or more unrelated persons. 
Information on the housing character· 
istics of group quarters was not collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile homes. or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are clas
sified as '_housing units only when occu· 
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons 
who consider the hotel as their usual 
place of residence or have no usual place 
of residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or 
suites of rooms are classified as housing 
u"nits only if located in hotels, motels, 
and similar places in which 75 percent or 
more of the accommodations are occu
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or boarding house live and eat separately 

from eve_ryone else in the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. T.he remaining quarters are com
bined. If the combined quarters contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unr!'!lated to the 
head or person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri
teria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
satisfY the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Year-round housing units.-Oata on hous
ing characteristics are limited to year
round housing units; i.e., all occupied 
units plus vacant units which are intended 
for year-round use. Vacant units intended 
for seasonal occupancy and vacant units 
held for migratory labor are excluded 
because it is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for them. However, this re
port does present counts of the total 
housing inventory which includes all 
vacant, seasonal, and migratory housing 
unit~. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 
1977 reports shown for "all year-round 
housing units" may not be comparable to 
the corresponding data shown in the 
1973 reports, because the 1974 through 
1977 tabulations included an estima
tion procedure which adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 
separately to independent current esti
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix 8-Source an~ Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units were com· 
bined with several categories of year· 
round vacancies (rented or sold, not occu
pied; held for occasional use; and other 
vacant) and adjusted to the combined 

total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1977 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing units and for "all 
year-round housing units" adhere more 
closely to the independently derived cur· 
rent estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1977 characteristics for 
"all occupied units," "owner occupied," 
and "renter occupied" are, however, com· 
parable with the corresponding 1973 
data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction.-A 
housing unit built in April 1970 or later 
is classified as a unit added by "new con· 
struction." Information was collected on 
vacant units under construction at the 
time of the interview, only if construc
tion had proceeded to a point that all 
ex·terior windows and do_ors were in· 
stalled and final usable floors were in 
place. Housing units built during this 
period 9ut removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not 
reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1977 period. In the 
Annual Housing Survey, data on new con· 
struction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building 
permits; in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume. IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, new construction data were ob· 
tained from tabulations of the 1970 cen· 
sus sample records of units built 1960 or 
later. 

Units lost ~rom the inventory.-Character· 
istics are presented for the total of all 
units removed from the 1973 housing in· 
ventory in ·1973 or later ~rough demo
lition or disaster and through other 
means. Separate counts of "demolition 
or disaster" losses and of "other losses" 
are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1977 surveys cover all 
losses, including those in structures that 
were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster. 
-A housing unit which existed in Octo
ber 1973 and was torn down.on the initia
tive of a public agency or as a result of 
action on the part of the owner is classi
fied as a unit lost through demolition. 
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Units destroyed by fire, flood, or other 
natural causes are classified as units 
lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, 
a housing unit was counted as a demoli· 
tion or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was IOcated was 
lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Com
ponents of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, in
cluding losses of units in structures which 
still cOntained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster 
were counted in 1970 as ''units lost 
through other means." 

Units lost through other means.-Any 
housing unit which existed in October 
1973 is counted as lost through other 
means when it was lost from the housing 
inventory through "!leans other than 
demolition or disasi:er. This component 
includes the following types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quar
ters; for example, a housing unit that 
was occupied by a family in 1973 and 
by a family and five lodgers at the 
time of the 1977 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory 
because they are vacant and either 
the roof, walls, doors or windows no 
longer protect the interior from the 
elements or the unit is severely dam
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inven
tory because there is positive evidence 
(sign, notice, mark on the house or 
block) that the units are scheduled for 
demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of 
health or safety so that further occu
pancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely 
nonresidential use. 

5. Units moved from site since Oc
tober 1973. Such moves in the same 
area do not necessarily result in a net 
loss from the total inventory since 
they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a 
housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entiie structure in 
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which it was located was lost to the hous
ing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys, the data on losses 
refer to all housing unit losses.including 
losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or mare housing units. 

Unspecified units.-There are other com
ponents of ~hange in the housing inven
tory for which the Annual Housing Sur
vey provides no specific measures. The 
survey procedures do not include a meas
ure of conversions and mergers and units 
added from other sources such as non
residential structures. The net effect of 
these omissions on the change in the total 
housing inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion.-Conver
sion refers to the creation of two or 
more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change 
in use. Structural alteration includes 
such changes as adding a room or in
stalling partitions to form another 
housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of space 
without structural alteration, such as 
locking a door which closes off one or 
more rooms to form a separate hous· 
ing unit. 

Units changed by merger.-A merger is 
the result of combining two or more 
h~using units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. 
Structural alteration includes such 
changes as the removal of partitions or 
dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change 
in use may result from a simple rear
rangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door 
which formerly separated two housing 
units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house which fofmerly con
tained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources.
Any housing unit added to the inven
tory through sources other than new 
construction or conversion is classified 
as a unit added through other sources. 
This component includes units created 
from living quarters previously classi-

fied as group quarters and units cre
ated from nonresidential space such as 
a store, garage, or barn. Also included 
are units moved from one site to an· 
other. Such units, if mqved within the 
same area, do not necessarily result in 
a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units 
lost in the place from which they were 
moved. A previously vacant mobile 
home or trailer, whether on a different 
site or the same site, is a net addition 
if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 
group of persons is living in it at the time 
of the interview or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was OC· 

cupied entirely by persons with a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit is 
classified as vacant. By definition, the 
count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race as used .by the 
Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
The interviewer was to report the race 
of the head of the household in three 
categorie~ White, Black (Negro), and 
other. The last category includes Ameri
can Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White 
and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with household heads of 
other races are included in the total in 
table 1 of parts A and E and may be de
rived by subtracting the sum of White 
and Black from the total. More detailed 
characteristics of units with Black house
hold head are presented in separate 
tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the 
interviewer based on his own observation. 
In the 1970 census, race was essentially a 
self-classification by people according to 
the race with which they identified them
selves. 
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Spanish origin.-The classification by 

Spanish origin here refers to the origin of 
the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 
units with head of Spanish origin are pre
sented in separate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a question 
that asked for self-identification of a 
person's origin or descent_ Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish origin 
were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central or South American, or other 
Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the inter
pretation of differences in the estimated 
counts of Spanish-origin households 
between the 1977 Annual Housing Sur
vey and the 1970 census and other cur
rent surveys. In the 1970 census and cur
rent surveys' reports, Spanish persons 
are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, lan
guage, surname, and origin or descent. In 
addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households 
may be significantly overstated in the 
South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1970 census some respondents 
apparently misinterpreted. the Spanish
origin category, "Central or South 
American" to mean the central or south
ern part of the U.S. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner occu
pied" if the owner or co-owner lives in 
the unit, even if it is mortgaged or -not 
fully paid for. A cooperative or con
dominium unit is "owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. 
All other occupied units are classified as 
"renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure.-Separate data are available 
on tenure of mobile home and trailer 
sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied 
mobile homes and ~railers is restricted 
to mobile homes and trailers on less than 
10 acres. The site is owned if the occu
pants own or are buying the site on which 
the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay 

a rental fee for the use of the site, the site 
rent is paid by someone not I iv ing in the 
sample unit, or the occupants neither 
own nor pay cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy.-The classification 
of previous occupancy is divided into -two 
categories, "previously occupied" and 
"not previously occupied." "Previously 
occupied" indicates that some person or 
persons not related to the head by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the 
sample unit prior to the head's or other 
related household member's occupancy. 
"Not previously occupied" indicates 
that either the head or some other cur
rent household member related to the 
head by blood, marriage or adoption was 
the first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums.-A co
operative is a type of ownership whereby 
a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each in
dividual member is entitled to occupy an 
individual housing unit and is a share
holder in the corporation which owns 
the property. 

A condominium is a type of owner
ship that enables a person to own an 
apartment or house in a project of simi
larly owned units. The owner has the 
deed and very likely the mortgage on the 
unit occupied. The owner may also hold 
common or joint ownership in some or 
all common areas such as grounds, hall
ways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium owner
ship may apply to various types of struc
tures including single-family houses, row
houses, townhouses, etc., as well as 
apartment units. 

Reason for no-cash-rent occupancy.-For 
units which are occupied without pay
ment of cash rent, data are shown on the 
"reason for occupancy"; i.e, whether the 
unit is provided by a farm related job, 
such as a tenant farmer, farm manager, 
foreman, or laborer; provided by a non
farm related job, such as a minister, resi
dent manager, or janitor; or provided by 
a relative or friend. 

Duration of occupancy.-Oata on "dura
tion of occupancy" are based on infer-

mation for the head of household; the 
data refer to the period when present 
occupancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the head lived in the unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." 
A head who "lived here last winter," 
must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved into unit.-The data are 
based on the information reported for 
the head of the household ;nd refer to 
the year of latest move. Thus, if the head 
moved back into a unit previously oc
cupied, the year of the latest move was to 
be reported; if the head moved from one 
apartment to another in the same building, 
the year the head moved into the present 

unii was to be reported_ The intent is 
to establish the year the present occu
pancy by the head began. The year the 
head moves is not necessarily the same 
year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of 
cases the entire household moves at the 
same time. 

Recent movers.-Households that moved 
into their present units within 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview are 
termed "recent movers." The household is 
classified by year moved into unit on the 
basis of information re.ported for the 
head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent 
movers.-The "present" unit is the unit 
occupied by the recent mover at the time 
of the interview_ The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which that person moved. 
If the household moved more than once 
during the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview, the "previous" unit is the 
one from which the household last moved. 

Same or different head.-Characteristics 
of the present and previous units occu
pied by recent movers are largely re
stricted to households that were essen
tially the same in the two units. The defi
nitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as 
those for the present unit. 

A household for which the head in the 
present unit is the same person as the 
head in the previous unit (identified in 
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the tables as "same head") is considered 
essentially the same even though there 
may have been some changes in the com
position of the household. Conversely, a 
household in which there was no change 

except for a new household head was 
considered a household with "different 
head." 

Data for heads whose previous resi
dence was outside the United States are 
tabulated in the category "different 
head." 

Main reason for move into present unit.
The statistics presented are restricted to 
units occupied by recent mov~rs in which 
the present head of household was ~Isa 
the head at the previously occupied unit. 

The classificatio.n categories refer to the 
principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The 
category "job related reasons" refers to 
reasons such as job transfer, entered or 
left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, new 
job or looking for work, commuting 
problems, school attendance, and other 
job related reaso~s. 

The category "family status" refers to 
reasons such as needed larger house or 
apartment, widowed, separated, divorced, 
moved to be closer to relatives, newly 
married, family increased in size, family 
decreased in size, wanted to establish 
own household, schools, and other tam· 
ily related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers 
to reasons such as wanted to own his/her 
own residence, neighborhood over
crowded, change in racial or ethnic com· 
positi9n of neighborhood, wanted better 
neighborhood, lower rent or less ex· 
pensive house, wanted better house, dis· 
placed by urban renewal, highway con
struction, or other public activity, dis· 
placed by private action, wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, occurrence of natural dis
aster, and wanted ·a change of climate. 

The category "other reasons" in
cludes reasons for moving which do not 
fall into any of the above classifications. 

' 
Home ownership.-Data are shown for 
household heads who, during the 12 
months prior to enumeration, moved 
into the sample unit. These data are 
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reStricted to owner-occupied units and 
show the number .of previously owned 
units which the head occupied as his/ 
her ·usual place of residence. Excluded 
from the count of previously owned 
units are vacation homes purchased for 
rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property.-These 
statistics are based on the number of 
housing units in structures of two or 

-more units with the owner or the resident 
manager or superintendent living on the 
property. The category "with owner on 
property" refers to the owner and not the 
agent, resident manager, or superinten· 
dent. ''With resident manager or super
intendent on property" refers to a resi· 
dent manager, superintendent, janitor, or 
other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units.-A housing unit is 
vacant if no one is living in it at the time 
of the interview, unless its occupants 
are only temporarily absent. In addition, 
a vacant unit may be one which is occu· 
pied entirely by persons who have a usual 
residence elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classi· 
fied as vacant housing units if construc
tion has reached a point where all ex· 
t~rior windows and doors are installed 
and final usable floors are in place. 
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, 
walls, windows, or doors no longer protect 
the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or 
if there is positive evidence (such as a 
sign on the house or block) that the unit 
is to be demolished or is condemned. 
Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such 
as a store or an office; or quarters used 
for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural 
products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant 
housing units used in this report are the 
same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status.-Vacant housing units are 
classified as either "seasonal and migra· 
tory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units 
are intended for ocrupancy during only 
certain seasons of the year. Included are 

units intended for recreational use, such 
as beach cottages and hunting cabins, and 
vacant units held for herders and loggers. 
"Migratory" units are vacant units held 
for occupancy by migratory labor em
ployed in farm work during the crop 

season. 
"Year·round" vacant hou'sing units are 

available or intended for occupancy at 
any time of the year. A unit in a resort 
area which is usually occupied on a year
round basis is considered year·round. A 
unit used only occasionally throughout 
the year is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdi
vided as follows: 

' 

For sale only.-Vacant year-round 
units "for sale only" also include 
vacant units in a cooperative or condo
minium project if the individual units 
are offered for sale only. 

For rent.-Vacant year-round units 
"for rent" also include vacant units 
offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied.- If any 
money rent has been paid or agreed 
upon but the new renter has not 
moved in as of the date of the inter· 
view, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet 
moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held for occasional use.-This category 
consists of vacant year·round units 
which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. 
The intent of this question was to 
identify homes reserved by their 
owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing be

tween th is category and seasonal 
vacancies, it is possible that some "sec
ond homes" are classified as "sea
sonal" and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by persons with 
usual resjdence elsewhere (URE).-11 
all the persons in a housing unit usual· 
ly live elsewhere, that unit is classi
fied as vacant provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the house
hold and is not offered for rent or 
for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
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occupied at the time of the interview 
by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in 
the count of vacant units. If the house 
in the city were in the survey sample, 
it would be reported "occupied" 
and would be included in the count 
of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Held for other reasons, or other 
vacant.-lf a vacant year-round unit 
does not fall into any of the classifica· 
tions specified above, it is classified as 
"held for other reasons." For example, 
this category includes units held for 
settlement of an estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, 
and units held for personal reasons of 
the owner. In parts A and E of this 
series, the "other vacant" category in
cludes all units temporarily occupied 
by persons with usual residence else· 
where and units held for other reasons. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are 
limited to year-round vacant units. Va
cant units intended for seasonal occu· 
pancy and vacant units held for mi9ratory 
labor are excluded because it is difficult 
to obtain reliable information for them. 
However, counts of seasonal units are 
given in parts A and E of this series. 

The 1974 through 1977 counts for 
"seasonal and migratory," "Year-round, 
rented or sold not occupied," "Year
round, held for occasional use," and 
"Year-round, other vacant" may not be 
comparable to the corresponding counts 
shown in the 1973 reports, because a 
more detailed estimation procedure was 
used in the 1974 through 1977 tabula· 
tions. For 1974 through 1977, the esti· 
mation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 
separately to independent current esti· 
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with several categories of year
round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and 
other vacant} and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent esti· 
mates for these categories. Thus, the 

1974 through 1977 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent 
estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate.-The 1977 
homeowner vacancy rate is the number 
of year-round vacant units for sale as a 
percent of the total homeowner inven
tory; i.e., all owner-occupied units and 
year-round vacant units for sale or sold, 
not occupied. The homeowner vacancy 
rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate.-The 1977 rental 
vacancy rate is the number of year· 
round vacant units for rent as a percent 
of the total rental inventory; i.e., all 
renter-occupied units and all year-round 
vacant units for rent or rented, not occu
pied. The rental vacancy rate for 1970 
excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy.-The stat1st1cs on 
duration of vacancy refer to the length 
of time (in months) from the date the 
last occupants moved from the unit to 
the date of the interview. The data, there· 
fore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of time units remain 
vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the 
duration of vacancy is counted from the 
date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the 
time is reported from the date conversion 
or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of 
residence elsewhere are excluded from 
the data. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous· 
ing unit are counted. These persons in
clude not only occupants related to the 
head of the household but also any 
lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident em~ 
ployees who share the living quarters of 
the household head. The data on "per
sons" show categories of the number of 
one-person through seven-or-morei)erson 
households by the number of housing 
units. 

A person is counted at the usual place 
of residence for that person. This refers 
to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time. This place is not 
necessarily the same as a legal residence, 
voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms.-The statistics on ''rooms'' are 
for the number of housing units with 
specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin
ished attic or basement rooms, recreation 
rooms, permanently enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a kitchen or living room, 
is a separate room only if there is a parti· 
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or cabi
nets. 

Not included in the count of rooms 
are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or basements, 
other unfinished space used for storage, 
open porches, trailers used only as bed· 
rooms, and offices used only by persons 
not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occ:1pants of 
more than one unit, the room is included 
with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room.-"Persons per room 
is computed for each occupied unit by 
dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. 
The figures shown refer, therefore, to 
the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used main· 
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used 
also for sleeping, such as a living room 
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with a hideaway bed, are not considered 
bedrooms. A housing unit consisting of 
only o~e room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by 
definiticin as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown for housing units with two or 
more bedrooms. Units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to 
pass through a bedroom to get to another 
room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom ·access criterion 
is applied only to units with one com
plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half bath lacks a 
flush toilet. 

In addition, statistics are sbown for 
households with bedrooms used by three 
or more persons of all ages, but are shown 
separately for such households when one 
or more of these persons is 13 years of 
age or older. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has 
all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: ( 1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
located in the structure. They need not 
be in the same room. Ouarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not 
considered as having a range or cook· 
stove. An icebox is not included as a 
mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the ex
clusive use of the occupants when they 
are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other 
unrelated persons living in the unit. When 
a structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had been re
moved, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Condition of kitchen facilities.-Units 
with complete kitchen· facilities were 
classified as to whether all the kitchen 
facilities were in usa"ble condition. If one 
or more of the kitchen facilities (sink, 
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range or cookstove, and refrigerator) 
could not be used for its intended pur
pose, the unit was classified as having 
"1 or more not usable." Kitchen facilities 
that normally function properly, but 
which were temporarily out of use (two 
weeks or less) because of a breakdown, 
were classified as usable. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
based on the number of housing units lo
cated in structures built with a basement. 
A structure has a basement if there is 
enclosed space in which persons can walk 
upright under all .or part of the building. 

Basements in structures· with. oc· 
cupied units are further classified by 
signs of water leakage. The category 
"with signs of water leakage" consists 
of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside, even if the ~igns only appear 
when it rains or during other similar 
situations. "No signs of water leakage" 
means that the basement shows no signs 
of water leakage, or that the signs of 
water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb
ing. If the basement shows signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside but the 
problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water lea~age. 

The 1977 data on basements are for 
"all year-round housing units"; the 1970 
data on basements are restricted to "all 
occupied housing units." 

Vear structure built.-"Year structure 
built" refers to when the building was 
first constructed, not when it was re
modeled, added to, or converted. The 
figures refer to the number of units in 
structures built during the specified 
periods and in existence at the time of" 
the interview. For mobile homes and 
trailers, the manufacturer's model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in structure.-ln determining the 
number of units in a structure, all hous
ing units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for 
the number of housing units in structures 
of specified type and size, not by the 
number of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building that 
either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by divid
ing walls that extend from ground to 
roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as de
tached or attached (see parts A and E). 

A one-family house is detached if it 
has open space on all four sides even 
though it has an adjoining shed or garage. 

A one-family house is attached if it has 
one or more walls extending from ground 
to roof which divide it from other adjoin· 
ing structures, such as in row houses, 
townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category (see parts A, C, D, 
and E). When one or more rooms have 
been added to a mobile home or trailer, it 
is classified as a one-family house. If, 
however, only a porch or shed has been 
added, it is still counted as a mobile home 
or trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on "ele
vator in structure" are for the number 
of housing units in structures with four 
floors or more which have a passenger 
elevator. Units are in a "walkup" struc· 
ture of four floors or more if the struc
ture has no passenger elevator or if the 
only elevator service is for freight. 

Stories between main and apartment 
entrances.-This item is restricted to two 
or more unit structures and is concerned 
with the number of floors from the main 
entrance of the apartment building to the 
main entrance of the apartment. The 
number of stories is determined from 
ground level if there is no main building 
entrance and the apartment has its own 
private entrance, either from the ground 
level of the building or from an area that 
is not located inside the building; or if 
there is a main building entrance, but the 
entrance to the apartment cannot be 
reached by using the main building 
entrance. 

Storm windows. storm doors, and attic or 
roof insulation.-The purpose of these 
three items is to determine if a housing 
unit has some form of insulation which 
helps to reduce heat loss during the 
winter and heat gain during the summer. 
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The statistics are shown only for occu· 
pied, one-family homes and occupied, 
mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective 
window covering.-This category refers 
to protective window covering, such as 
storm windows, double-glazed glass, 
closeable shutters, or plastic. Housing 
units with "Some windows covered" 
have protective coverings over some, 
but not al I windows. 

Storm doors.-This category refers to 
additional doors hung in exterior door· 
ways. Doors on attached garages are 
not included. Housing units with 
"Some doors covered" have storm 
doors on some, but not all, exterior 
door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation.-This cate· 
gory includes roll or blanket insulation 
encased in a paper covering, fiberglass 
batting, and loose insulation which is 
poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Mobile homes anchored with tiedowns or 
other means.-An anchored mobile home 
or trailer is one that is secured to the 
ground through the use of tiedowns, 
bolts, etc. The main purpose in anchoring 
a mobile home or trailer is to protect the 
unit from wind movement or destruction. 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes.
Mobile homes and trailers that are gather
ed close together are considered to be in 
a "group." This may be a large mobile 
home park containing many units or it 
may be a small number grouped to· 
gether on a single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof.-Units "with signs of water leak
age" are those in which the ·roof shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it 
rains. "No signs of water leakage" means 
that the roof shows no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that 
the roof shows signs of water leakage 
but the problem causing the leakage has 
been corrected. If the signs of water 
leakage are caused by a problem inside 
the structure such as faulty plumbing, 
the unit was classified as having no 
signs of water leakage. 

Interior ceilings and walls.-Statistics are 
presented on whether or not there are 
open cracks or holes and broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the interior ceilings 
or walls of a housing unit. Included are 
cracks or holes that do not go all the 
way through to the next room or to the 
outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not 
large enough for a fingernail file to be 
inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar obje_cts are not con· 
sidered to be open cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must 
be on the inside walls or ceilings, and at 
least one area of the Uroken plaster or 
peeling paint must be approximately one 
square foot or larger. 

Interior floors.-Data are shown on 
whether there are holes in the interior 
floors of a housing unit. The holes do not 
have to go through the floor. Excluded 
are very small holes caused by nails or 
other similar objects. 

Selected structural deficiencies and wish 
to move.-The category "household 
would like to move" consists of housing 
units in which the respondent considers 
one or more of the following structural 
deficiencies so objectionable that he 
would like to move from his unit: (1) 

A basement with signs of water leak
age, (2) roof leakage, (3) open cracks or 
holes in the interior walls or ceiling, (4) 
holes in the floor, and (5) broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the ceiling or inside 
walls. 

Overall opinion of structure.-The data 
presented are based on the respondent's 
overall opinion of his house or building 
as a place to live. The respondent was 
asked to rate the structure as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways.-The statistics on 
common stairways are presented for 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with common stairways. The 
figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition 
of the stairway; i.e., whether there are 
loose, broken, or missing steps or stair 
railings. Common stairways are stair-

ways which are usually used by the occu· 
pants of more than one unit or by the 
general public. They may be either in
side the structure or attached to the out· 
side of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls.-The sta· 
tistics on light fixtures in public halls, 
are presented for housing units in struc· 
tures of two or more units with public 
halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working 
order. Light fixtures include wall lights, 
ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used 
by the occupants of more than one unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring.-A housing unit is classi· 
fied as having exposed electric wiring if 
the unit has any wiring that is not en
closed, either in the walls or Jn metal 
coverings, or if the wiring is outside the 
walls but enclosed in some material other 
than metal. Extension cords and other 
types of wiring that extend from a wall 
outlet to an appliance or lamp are not 
considered as exposed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets.-A housing unit 1s 
classified as having electric wall outlets 
in each room if there is at least one work· 
ing electric wall outlet or wall plug in 
each room of the unit. A working electric 
wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in 
operating condition; i.e., can be used 
when needed. If a room does not have 
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of a wall outlet is not con· 
sidered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts.-These statistics 
are for occupied housing units which have 
had an electric circuit fuse blown or 
breaker switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to the interview. The data 
are restricted to households whose head 
has been at the present address for at least 
90 days prior to the date of the interview. 
A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch 
results in the temporary loss of electricity 
until the fuse is replaced or the breaker 
switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain 
appliances or equipment (such as some 
large air conditioners) are counted as 
"fuse or switch blowouts." 
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Parking facilities.-The statistics on park
ing facilities presented in this report are 
restricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one· 
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to off-street parking facilities 
which are available in connection with 
the building. The facilities are provided 
by the landlord or management and must 
be available without an additional cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be a 
garage, carport, driveway, or open lot 
where the occupant may park his car off 
the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities'' consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc· 
ture for the exi:lusive use of the occu· 
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all three 
specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or 
shower) inside the structure, or that the 
toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing 
units. 

Complete bathrooms.-A housing unit is 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as 
well as piped hot water in the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the unit. A half bathroom has either 
a flush toilet or a bathtub. or shower for 
exclusive use, but does not have all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another 
household" consists of units with bath
room facilities which are also for the use 
of the occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units 
with no bathroom facilities, units with 
only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply.-" A 
public system or private·company" refers 
to a common source supplying running 
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water to six or more housing units. The 
water may be supplied by a city, county, 
water district, or private water company, 
or it may be obtained from a well which 
supplies six or more housing units. If a 
well provides water for five or fewer 
housing units, it is classified as an "in
dividual well." Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally 
"drilled" or "dug." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or 
lakes are included in the "other" cate
gory. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply were asked when tile unit had 
piped water inside the structure. The 
water may be available from sources such 
as a sink, washbasin, bathtub, or shower. 
A unit is classified as having no piped 
water inside structure if the unit has no 
piped water or if the only piped water 
available is outside the structure-for ex
ample, on an open porch or in another 
building. Data on breakdowns or failures 
of water supply are shown if the housing 
unit was occupied by the head of the 
household at least 90 days prior to the 
interview and if the breakdown or failure 
lasted 6 consecutive hours or longer dur
ing the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply mean that the unit was completely 
without running water from its regular 
source. A unit was considered to be com· 
pletely without running water if (1) the 
water system serving the unit supplied no 
water at all, or (2) no water was available 
in the unit due to a breakdown or failure 
in the water supply inside the structure, 
or (3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., 
faucets in the kitchen and the bathroom 
sinks, faucet and shOW"er in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If 
the faucet in the kitchen was broken, but 
the one in the bathtub was working, the 
unit was not classified as being com
pletely without water. 

Units with a breakdown or failure in 
the water supply are also classified ac
cording to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source 
of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" re:fer to such problems as 
broken pipes in the unit (or building) or 
turning the water oH in the unit (or 
building) for maint~nance and repairs. 

"Problems outside the building" refer to 
such problems as .power failures, breaks in 
the main water line, or shutdowns by the 
water company for maintenance and re
pairs. 

Availability of piped water.-Units with 
no piped water in the building are classi
fied by _whether piped water is available 
within a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal.-A "public: sewer" is 
connected to a city, county, sanitary 
district, neighborhood. or subdivision 
sewer system. It may be operated by a 
governmental body or private organiza
tion. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an 
underground tank or pit used for disposal 
of sewage. Small sewage treatment plants, 
which in some localities are called neigh· 
borhood septic tanks, are classified as 
public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to break down or dissolve 
sewage; a privy refers to an' "outhouse" 
or other small shelter outside the unit 
which contains a toilet. Units for which 
sewage is disposed of in some other 
way ar~ included in the "other" category. 

The data on breakdowns ;Or failures in 
the means of sewage disposal are limited 
to units in which the means of sewage 
disposal was a public sewer; septic tank, 
or cesspool. The breakdown or failure 
may have been the result of an over
loaded sewage disposal system, lack of 
running water, a broken or cracked tank, 
etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the head of 
the household at least 90 days prior to 
the interview and if the breakdown or 
failure lasted 6 consecutive hours or 
longer during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Flush toilet.-The statistiCs on break
downs or failures of flush toilet are 
limited to units that had all plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet; that 
is, one complete bathroom, or one com
plete bathroom plus a half bath without 
flush toilet. The flush toilet may be com
pletely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped up soil pipe, lack ,of water sup
plied to the flush toilet, or some other 
reason. 

Units with breakdown or failure in 
flush toilet are classified by the number 
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of breakdowns or failures and to the most 
common source of the problem. "Prob· 
lems inside the building" refer to such 
breakdowns or failures as broken pipes in 
the unit (or building). a cracked or 
broken bowl, or faulty flushing mecha· 
nism. "Problems outside the building" 
refer to such breakdowns or failures as 
breaks in the main water or sewer line or 
shutdowns by the water company for 
maintenance or repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of 
flush toilet are shown if the housing unit 
was occupied by the head of household at 
least 90 days prior to the interview, and if 
the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con· 
secutive hours or more during the 90 days 
prior to the interview. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available.-A unit is classified 
as having a telephone if there is a tele
phone available for receiving calls to the 
occupants of the unit. The telephone 
may be located outside or inside· the 
housing ·unit, and one telephone may 
serve the occupants of several units. The 
number of housing units with a telephone 
available, therefore, does not indicate the 
number of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment.-"Warm-air furnace" 
refers to a central system which provides 
warm air through ducts leading to various 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an elec
tric heating-cooling system which utilizes 
indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, 
and a compressor to pump hot air in dur
ing the winter and cooled air in during 
the summer. Only heat pumps that are 
centrally installed with ducts to the 
rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot Water" refers to a central 
heating system in which heat from steam 
or hot water is delivered through radi· 
ators or other outlets. "Built-in electric 
units" are permanently installed in tloors, 
walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor, 
wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm 
air to the room right above the furnace or 
to the room (s) on one or both sides of 
the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include cir
culating heaters, convectors, radiant gas 
heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other 

liquid fuels, and which are connected to a 
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke 
and fumes. ''Room heaters without flue" 
include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene which is 
not connected to a flue, vent, or chim
ney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable 
heaters" include room heaters that burn 
coal, coke, charcoal, wood or other 
solids. It also includes portable room 
heaters that burn kerosene, gasoline, fuel 
oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as port· 
able electric heaters that get current from 
an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heat
ing equipment had been removed, the 
equipment used by the last occupants was 
to be reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating 
equipment, data are shown for units 
occupied by the household head during 
the winter prior to the interview if the 
equipment was unusable for 6 consecu
tive hours or longer during that time. To 
qualify as having lived here "last winter," 
the household head must have moved 
into the unit prior to February 1977. 

Heating equipment is considered un
usable if it cannot be used for the pur
poses intended; the breakdown or failure 
may be caused by broken pipes, electrical 
or gas parts out of order, or downed 
power lines. 

Insufficient heat.-The statistics presented 
refer to housing units in which the house
hold head occupied the unit during the 
winter prior to the date of the interview. 
To qualify as having lived here "last 
winter," the household head must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 
1977. 

Separate data are shown for units with 
additional heat source, rooms which 
lacked specified heat source, and units 
with closed rooms. The term "specified 
heating equipment" includes warm-air 
furnace; steam or hot water systems; 
built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipe· 
less furnace; and room heaters with flue. 
Excluded are room heaters without flue 
or vent, fireplaces. stoves, and portable 
heaters. 

The data on additional heat source 
refer to units with "specified heating 
equipment" which had to use additional 

sources of heat to supplement the regular 
heating system because the regular system 
did not provide enough heat. Additional 
sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the mornings or on 
very cold evenings. Electric blankets, 
heating pads, or hot water bottles are not 
considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" 
include rooms lacking hot air ducts, reg· 
isters, radiators, and room heaters. The 
intent of this item was to identify rooms 
in units with "specified heating equip
ment" which did not contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The 
kitchen was not considered to be a room 
for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for 
rooms which were closed because they 
could not be kept warm. The rooms must 
have been closed for 7 consecutive days 
or longer during the previous winter, and 
the unit must have "heating equipment." 
For this item, also, the kitchen was not 
considered a room. 

Air conditioning.-Air conditioning is de
fined as the cooling of air by a refrigera· 
tion unit; excluded are evaporative 
coolers, fans, or blowers which are not 
connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 
is installed in a window or an outside wall 
and is generally intended to cool one 
room, although it may sometimes be used 
to cool more than one room. A central 
system is a central installation which air
conditions the entire housing unit. In an 
apartment building, a central system may 
cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central 
system, or there may be several systems, 
each providing central air conditioning 
for a group of apartments. A central 
installation with individual room controls 
is a central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.-Statis
tics on "automobiles available" represent 
the number of passenger automobiles, 
including station wagons and vans, which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. The figures 
include leased automobiles, taxicabs, and 
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company-owned automobiles kept at 
home. Police cars, pickups, 1or larger 
trucks were not to be counted. In the 
1973 Annual Housing Survey, taxicabs 
kept at home were not included in the 
count of "automobiles available." 

The data on "trucks available" repre· 
sent the number of pickups and small 
panel trucks of one-ton capacity or less 
which are owned or regularly used by any 
member of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were included only if 
also used for personal activities of house
hold members. 

The statistics do not reflect the num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used for house heating and cook
ing-"Utility gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a central 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Kerosene, etc." in.eludes 
kerosene, gasoline, alcohol, and other 
combus_tible liquids. "Solar hea~" refers 
to a system installed in the unit which 
utilizes the energy available in sunlight 
to gain and store heat. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel such as briquettes 
made of pitch and sawdust, coal dust, 
corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Owned second home.-A second home 
may be a single·family house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski lodge, etc., 
which is owned and held for use some
time during the year by the owner or 
members of the household. Second homes 
may also be owned in partnership or on a 
shared basis with members of a different 
household. The figures include second 
homes which are sometimes rented or 
leased on a short-term basis to other 
persons but are principally held for the 
owner's occasional use during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households that own (one or more) sec
ond homes. The data, therefore, do not 
reflect the number of Owned second 
homes. (See also discussion of vacant 
units "Held for occasional use" in section 
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on "Occupancy and Vacancy Character· 
istics.") 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Garbage collection service.-A housing 
unit is classified as having garbage col· 
lection service if either a private or public 
company collects the trash or garbage on 
a regular basis and carries it to public 
disposal areas. Units with garbage collec
tion service are classified by the frequency 
of the service. In some areas where the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, 
etc.) by another, data are obtained only 
for the garbage collection service. 

If the household does not have garbage 
collection service, the means of garbage 
disposal is classified as follows: 

Incinerator, trash chute, . or com
pactor.-An incinerator is a large unit 
on the property designed to burn all 
trash and garbage. Trash chutes and 
compactors were marked as the means 
of garbage disposal when the final 
means of disposal was not knoWn; i.e., 
if the respondent knew only that the 
gar.bage'w~; put dow~ ~trash '~hu·t~ or 

that the garbage goes into a compactor. 
A cam·pactor is a unit which packs 
trash .and garbage.jnto s,maller units for 
dispcisal. 

Garbage disposal unit. -A garbage dis· 
posal unit is connected to the kitchen 
sink and grinds up the garbage which is 
disposed of through the sewage 
system. 

Other means-If the method of dis
posal does not fall into any of the clas
sifications specified, it is classified as 
"other means." 

The statistics on garbage and trash col
lection service presented in part Dare re· 
stricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to whether or not the cost of 
garbage and trash collection service is 
paid by the renter. 

Exterminator service.-The stat1st1cs on 
exterminator service refer to households 
that have been at their present address 

for at least 3 months prior to the date of 
the interview and who reported that they 
had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or build
ing during the last 3 months. Signs of 
mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or 
ripped or torn food containers. "Regular 
extermination service" refers to periodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual 
who uses chemicals and sprays to control 
or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, 
four times a year, or any other such in
terval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is 
called only when needed by the house
hold or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it 
is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. "No extermination 
service" includes units in a house or 
building that has not been serviced during 
the 12 months prior to the interview and 
where it is not known if there is any ex· 
terrTiinator service. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighbor
hood services.-The statistics presented 
are based on the respondent's op in ion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood. 
Thus, the respondent's answer may 
or may not reflect the "actual" de
scription of the neighborhood. Further
more, the respondent may not have the 
sa~e opinion as a neighbor about the 
neighborhood conditions and/or neighbor
hood services; for example, the respond
eni may feel that the street lighting· 
or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
satisfactory while the neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neigh
borhood conditions and wish to 
move. -Data on neighborhood con
ditions are based on the respondent's 
answers to a two-part question con· 
cerning specific conditions existing in 
the neighborhood. The respondent was 
asked (11 if the condition was present 
in the neighborhood and, (2) if present, 
how the respondent felt about it by 
selecting one of the following cate
gories: (a) does not bother, (b) bothers 
a little, (c) bothers very much, (d) 
bothers so much would like to move. 
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1. Airplane noise.-This category 
refers to the respondent's opinion 
concerning noise made by airplanes 
in landing or taking off or sonic 
booms from nearby airports or 
military bases. 

2. Street noise.-Street noise refers 
to noise made by children playing 
outdoors, noise from a factory or 
business, or any other sounds that 
the respondent considers street 
noise. 

3. Heavy traffic.-This category 
refers to the presence of cars and/or 
trucks which the respondent classi
fies as heavy traffic. 

4. Streets need repair.-The data 
are based on the respondent's opin
ion that the streets, either paved or 
unpaved, are continually in need of 
repair or are bordered by open 
ditches used for water or sewage 
drainage. 

5. Roads impassable.-This cate
gory refers ·to roads that the re· 
spondent reported to be neglected 
by State, county, or city crew~ dur_. 
ing snowstorms, heavy rainstorms, 
or other such conditions that make 
a road impassable. 

6. Poor street lighting.-Poor street 
lighting includes areas, in the opin
ion of the respondent, that have no 
street lighting, streets with insuffici
ent lighting, and streets where the 
lighting does not work adequate!{ .. 

7. Crime.-This category refers to 
all forms of street and neighbor· 
hood crime such as petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burg
lary, etc., or any related activities 
that the respondent judges to be 
a crime. 

8. Litter.-lncluded are all types of 
trash, debris, or junk such as paper, 
cans, or abandoned cars in the 
street, on fmpty lots, or on proper· 
ties on the street which the re
spondent considers as litter. 

9. Abandoned buildings.-Aban
doned buildings refer to both single 
and multiunit buildings which the 
respondent reported to be aban
doned or boarded up. Included in 

this category are remains of pre
vious buildings. 

10. Housing in rundown condi
tion.-This ~ategory refers to occu
pied housing units which, _in the re
spondent's. opinion, are in rundown 
condition. 

11. Commercial or industrial.-This 
category refers to commercial, in
dustrial, or other activities, includ
ing both large and small industries 
as well as.businesses and stores, that 
the respondent considers to be non
residential. 

12. Odors.-This category refers to 
the respondent's opinion concern
ing fumes, smoke, or gas ~oming 
from cars, trucks, nearby industries-, 
factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services. -Data on 
neighborhood services are based on the 
respondent's answer to a two-part 
qu~stion conferning neighborhood 
services. The respon_dent was asked (1) 

if a particular neighborhood service 
wa~ satisfactory, and, (2) if not satis
factory, how t,he respondent felt about 
the service by selecting one of the 
following cat~gories: (a) does not 
bother, (bl bothers a little, (cl bothers 
very much, (d) bothers so much would 
like to move. 

1. Public transportation.-These 
data ref_lect the ~espondent's opin
ion of the availability of public 
transportation, such as bus, subvvay, 
or taxicab service. 

2. Schools.-These statistics reflect 
the respondent's opinion ab6ut the 
schools in the neighborhood, such 
as _the proximity of the school, pop
ulation of th~ student body, etc. 

3. Neighborhood shopping.-This 
category refers to the respondent's 
opinion regarding stores, such as 
grocery or drug stores, in this vicin
ity, and their merchandise, prices, 
or services. 

4. Police protection.-This cate
gory refers to the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, qual
ity, quantity, and response time of 

services that should be provided by 
the police. 

5. Outdoor recreation facilities, 
such as parks, playgrounds or swim
ming pools.-This category refers 
to the respondent's assessment of 
neighborhood outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

6. Hospitals and health clinics.
This category refers to the quality 
and proximity of health facilities, 
etc., serving the local community 
in the opinion of the respondent. 

Neighborhood services and wish to 
move.-The category "household 
would like to move" consists of hous
ing units in which the respondent con· 
siders one or more of the specified 
neighborhood services (such as public 
transportation) so inadequate or un
satisfactory that the respondent wou Id 
like to move from the neighborhood. 

The figures shown for the cate
·gories under "household would like to 
move" will not add to the total be

cause more than one inadequate service 
may have been reported for the same 
unit. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood. - The 
data presented are based on the re
spondent's overall opinion of the 
neighborhood according to. the street 
conditions and the neighborhood serv
ices available (described in preceding 
paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent,_ good, fair, or poor. Data are 
also shown for wish to move because 
of undesirable street conditions cross
classified by the respondent's overall 
opinion of the neighborhood. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value.-Value is the respondent's esti· 
mate of how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 
The statistics on value are shown only 
for one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop
erty. Owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, mobile homes, and trailers 
are excluded from the value tabulations. 
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Value-income ratio.-The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing the value 
of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary indi· 
vidual. The data are presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which 
"value" was tabulated (see "Value" for 
exclusions). The ratio was computed 
separately for each unit and was rounded 
to the nearest tenth. In reporting value, 
respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints 
of the value intervals were used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, 
except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned 
for values less than $5,000 and a mean of 
$165,000 was -assigned for values of 
$150,000 or more. For income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Units oc.cupied 
by families or primary individuals who re· 
ported no income o~ a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter· 
view. For 1970, the incom_e statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked.-For vacant units, the 
sales price is the amount asked for the 
property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the 
property is sold. The statistics on sales 
price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the 
property. 

Garage or carport on property .-The 
garage or carport must be currently 
available for use by the occupants of the 
unit; i.e., members of the household can 
use it for parking even if it is currently 
used as a storage area for items such as 
lawn equipment or furniture. It may be 
attached to ihe house or it may be com· 
pletely unattached, but it must be on the 
property. Excluded are garages or car· 
ports that have been converted to other 
uses such as living quarters, an area used 
for business purposes, an area rented to 
someone else, or for some reason cannot 
be used for parking. 

Mortgage or debt status.-Mortgage status 
refers to one-family homes and debt 
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status refers to mobile homes and trailers. 
Units with no mortgage or similar debt 
outstanding on the property compriSe the 
category "owned free and clear." Also in· 
eluded in this category are housing units 
in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occu· 
pant owns the unit but leases, rents, or 
pays a f~e for the use of the land. 

Mortgage status-The data are restricted 
to owner·occupied, one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres without a com· 
mercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative 
and condominium units. A mortgage or 
similar debt refers to all forms of debt 
where the property is pledged as secur· 
ity for payment of the debt. It in
cludes such debt instruments as deeds 
of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three 
arrangements, usually a third party. 
known as the trustee, holds the title to 
the property until the debt is paid. In 
the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller 
(vendor) reserves, in the. deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure 
payment of the balance of the pur· 
chase price. Also included as a mort· 
gage or similar debt are contracts to 
purchase, land contracts·. and lease· 
purchase agreements where the title to 
the property remains with the seller 
Until the agreed upon payments have 
been made by the buyer. 

Debt status. - The data are limited to 
owner-occupied mobile homes and 
trailers on less than 10 acres. Units 
where payments are being made 
toward the purchase of the mobile 
home or trailer comprise the category, 
"Installment loan or contract." 

Mortgage insurance.-The data are re· 
stricted to owner-occupied units with a 
mortgage or similar debt. In addition, 
the units must be one-family homes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. Owner-occupied co· 
operatives, condominiums, mobile homes, 
and trailers are excluded from the tabu· 
lations on mortgage insurance. 

-----------

Mortgage insurance is financial protec· 
tion provided to the lender in case the 
borrower fails to keep up the required 
mortgage payments and defaults on the 
loan. Such insurance protection is offered 
by both the Government, acting as an in· 
surance agent, and by private mortgage 
insurance companies. The Federal govern· 
ment agencies that currently insure or 
guarantee mortgages or similar debts in· 
elude the Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), the Veterans' Administration 
(VA), and the Farmers Home Administra· 
tion. Mortgages or loans that are not in· 
sured or guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the 
Farmers Home Administration are re
ferred to as "conventional" mortgages. 
Mortgage debts insured or guaranteed by 
State or local government agencies are 
not included in the category "Insured by 
FHA, VA, or Farmers Home Administra· 
tion". 

The Federal Housing Administration 
insures loans on homes. The Veterans' 
Administration guarantees or insures 
loans under the Serviceman's Readjust· 
ment Act (G.l.Bill). The Farmers Home 
Administration provides much the same 
service as FHA, but confines its assistance 
to rural areas. 

Private mortgage insurance companies 
provide insurance protection to lenders so 
that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan·to·value ratios than 
noninsured loans. Downpayment and 
monthly payment are often :less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are generally 
longer and the borrower pays an insur· 
ance premium as part of the monthly 
mortgage payment. The data on private 
mortgage insurance is not separable from 
data on other conventional loans and is 
therefore included in the category "Not 
insured or insured by private mortgage in· 
surance." 

· Real estate taxes last year.-The data are 
restricted to owner-occupied, one-family 
homes on less than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and 
trailers. "Real estate taxes last year" 
refers to the total amount of all real 
estate taxes payable on the entire prop· 
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erty during the last billing period. It in
cludes State and local real estate taxes. 
Not included are payments on delinquent 
taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessmerits, facilities, or serv
ices. When the real estate taxes are in
cluded with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes 
for last year per $1,000 value of the Prop
erty (house and lot) are presented. Hous
ing units for which no taxes are paid are 
excluded from the computation of the 
mean. 

Property insurance.-This refers to fire 
and hazard insurance; that is, policies 
which protect the unit and its contents 
against loss due to damage by fire, 
lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included 
since this type of insuran~e has fire and 
hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as 
liability. If the cost of the insurance was 
included as part of the mortgage pay
ments, a separate amount for the insur· 
ance was obtained. The amount of the 
insurance premium reported was the 
amount paid for an entire 12·month 
period even if made in two or more in
stallments. Property insurance is shown 
only as a component of "Selected mon
thly housing costs" and "Selected mon
thly housing costs as percentage of in
come." (See parts A, C, and E.) The data 
are presented separately for owner-occu
pied, one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop
erty and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied co· 
operative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs.-The 
data are presented separately for owner
occupied, one-family homes on less than 
10 acres without a commercial est3blish
ment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied coop
erative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown for units "with a 
mortgage" and for units "owned free 

and clear." Selected monthly housing 
costs ·is the sum of payments for mortgage 
or loan outstanding, real estate taxes 
(including taxes on mobile home or trail
er site if the site is owned). property in
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, 
and sewage disposal). fuel (oil, coal, kero
sene, wood, etc.). and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households that had a mortgage or 
similar debt but failed to report the 
amount of their payment and/or those 
households that did not report their real 
estate taxes were included in the "not re
ported" category. Likewise, for mobile 
homes and trailers, households that had 
an installment loan or contract but failed 
to report their loan payment and/or their 
taxes were also included in the "not re
ported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as per
centage of income.-The yearly housing 
costs (selected monthly housing costs 
multiplied by 12) are expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. This percentage is 
presented for the same owner·occupied 
units for which "selected monthly hous
ing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, 
see "Selected monthly housing costs"). 
The percentage was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. For income and "selected 
monthly housing costs" the dollar 
amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who re
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the 
amount of, or did not pay mortgage or 
similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Acquisition of property. -This item in· 
dicates how the current owner acquired 
the property; i.e., whether by purchase 
or by means other than purchase. Data 
are presented for one-family homes 
which are on less than 10 a_c;_res, owned 
free and clear and without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

Placed or assumed a mortgage. - This 
includes units where the present owner 

had to place one or more new mort
gages in order to obtain the property 
or assumed an existing mortgage on 
the property. The intent is to deter
mine whether the property was ever 
mortgaged by the present occupants 
even though there was no mortgage at 
the time of the interview. 

Acquired through inheritance or gift. -
This includes property acquired as a 
beneficiary of an estate and property 
acquired through a gift. 

Paid all cash.-ln these cases, the 
owner paid cash for the total cost of 
the property and no mortgage or other 
similar debt was involved. 

Acquired in other manner.-This cate· 
gory includes acquisitions of proper
ties through foreclosure, delinquent 
tax sale, corporate reorganization, or 
trade for another property. Also in· 
eluded are those cases in which the 
owner acquired the property with bor· 
rowed funds (for all or part of the pur· 
chase price or cost of construction) 
and this loan was not secured by the 
property; i.e., a mortgage, deed of 
trust, land contract, etc. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 
months.-The statistics refer to the 12 
months prior to the interview and are re
stricted to owner-occupied, one·family 
homes on less than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. 

The data are presented according to 
whether the alterations and repairs cost 
less than $200 or $200 or more. The total 
cost of the labor and materials was to be 
reported. However, if the labor was per
formed by the occupants or provided 
without charge, only the cost of the 
materials was obtained. The cost pertains 
to a single job; for example, if several jobs 
were done, each costing less than $200 
but the sum total was over $200, it was 
reported as costing less than $200 since 
none of the jobs by themselves cost 
$200 or more. 

Additions.-Additions refer to floor 
space built onto, above, or below an 
existing unit in order to increase the 
enclosed space within the house; for 
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example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be 
construction of other buildings on the 
property. The building, such as a 
garage, may not necessarily be at· 
tached. 

Alterations. - These are permanent 
changes made either to the inside or 
outside of a structure including the 

surrounding grounds. Alterations in

side the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent 

modification of space; for example, 

construction of a breakfast nook in a 

kitchen. It may involve completely re· 

modeling a room, such as a kitchen or 

bathroom, or a structural change, such 

as separation of living and dining 

areas by a permanent room divider. It 
may also include attached equipment 
i!1stalled in the house for the first 
time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Altera
tions outside the structure consist of 
installing walks, driveways, fences, 
storm windows or doors, planting trees 
or shrubbery, or swimming pools built 
into the ground. 

Replacements. -This refers to the com
plete substitution of a new piece of 
fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed 
appliances for an old item that was 
previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning 
system for one that no longer func
tioned properly. Excluded are appli
ances such as clothes washers, refrig
erators, or window air-conditioners. 

Repairs. - This refers to jobs necessary 
for maintenance and preventive care of 
the structure, property, or fixed equip
ment; for example, painting, papering, 
floor sanding, mending water pipes, 
and replacing parts of large equipment 
such as a furnace valve. 

Plans for improvements during the next 
12 months.-This item is restricted to 
owner-occupied, one-family homes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. This item refers to the 
respondent's plans, if any, to make im
provements on the property (additions, 
alterations, replacements, or repairs) 
during the 12-month period following 
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the interview and whether the labor and/ 
or materials for any one job would cost 
more or less than $200. 

Purchase price of mobile home.-This 
item refers to owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The purchase price is the total cost of 
the mobile home or trailer at the time 
of purchase including the downpayment 
but excluding site costs or closing costs. 
The "not purchased" category refers to 
mobile homes and trailers that were not 
purchased by any occupant of the unit; 
for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 

Year mobile home acquired.-This item 
pertains to owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
"Year acquired" is the calendar year that 
the current owner took possession of the 
mobile home or trailer, not the year 
the mobile home or trailer was manu
factured. "Acquired" includes purchase 
as well as other forms of taking possession 
such as inheritance, gift, trade, and 
foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new.-The data 
pertain to owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Ac
quired new" means that no other person 
or f~mily lived in the mobile home or 
used it for a business, etc., before the 
present owner acquired it. 

Contract rent.-Contract rent is the 
monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or 
services are included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes and mo
bile homes and trailers on 10 acres or 
more. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown sep· 
arately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabu
lations. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent, termed 
"gross rent," is the contract rent plus the 
estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) if these items 
are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative, wel
fare agency, or friend) in addition to rent. 

Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to, or contracted for, regardless of any 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices in the inclusion of 
utilities and fuel as part of the rental pay
ment. The estimated costs of water and 
fuels are reported on a yearly basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in 
the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one
family houses on 10 acr.es or more. 
Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing.

The gross rent for nonsubsidized housing 
units exclu9es units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, 
State, or local government rent subsidies, 
as well as one-family homes on 10 acres 
or more. Data on nonsubsidized units in 
this report are not based on government 
or local r.ecords; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income.-The 
yearly gross rent (monthly gross rent 
multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. The percentage 
is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent was tabulated; 
thus, the statistics on gross rent as per
centage o'f income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied units. The per
centage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded.to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and in
come, the dollar amounts were used in 
the computation. Units for which no cash 
.rent was paid and units occupied by fami
lies or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the 
category "not computed." 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as 
percentage of income.-This item was 
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computed in the same manner as "gross 
rent as percentage of income" except that 
rents and incomes for public a"nd sub
sidized housing units were excluded. 
Data on nonsubsidized units in this re
port are not based on government or 
local records; they are, therefore, sub
ject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (parking facilities, gar· 
bage and trash collection, and furniture).
Counts are shown separately for units in 
which parking facilities, garbage and trash 
collection, and furniture are included in 
the rent. The data are restricted to renter· 
occupied units for which cash rent is paid 
and exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more. 

Parking facilities. - The statistics refer 
to off-street parking facilities which 
are available in connection with the 
building. The facilities are provided by 
the landlord or management and must 
be available without additional cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be 
a garage, carport, driveway, or open 
lot where the occupant may park his 
car off the street. 

Garbage and trash co//ection.-lncluded 
are units which have garbage and 
trash collection service available in 
connection with the building. The 
service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional 
cost to the renter. If the garbage (foocf 
waste) is collected by one company 
and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by 
another, the data refer to the garbage 
collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9, 
separate counts are also shown for 
renter-occupied units reporting addi
tional amounts paid for garbage and 
trash collection service. 

Furniture. -The statistics refer to furn
ished apartments or houses in which 
the management supplied major pieces 
of furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest 
of drawers, and table and chairs for 
the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
cooking range or stove, lamps, and 
rugs are not considered furniture. 
Uni~s in which the occupants rent 

furniture from some source other than 
the management are not classified as 
furnished units. 

Rent asked.-For vacant units, the rent is 
the amount asked for the unit at the time 
of the interview and may differ from the 
rent contracted for when the unit was 
occupied. The data are for vacant, year
round units for rent, excluding one· 
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
median rent asked is shown separately 
for units in which the rent includes pay
ment for utilities (electricity, gas, and 
water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also 
shown for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities and fuels, as well as 
garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing.
A housing unit is classified as being in a 
"public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by 
a local housing authority or other public 
agency, such as a housing and redevelop
ment authority or a housing development 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State government but 
the I ocal agency owns the property. All 
other housing units are classified as 
"private housing." 

Private housing units are further clasSi
fied by whether the unit is subsidized; 
that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local govern· 
ment program pays part of the cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or 
operating expenses. These progran1s in
clude (1) the interest subsidy programs of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for rental and co
operative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program 
where part of the ren_t for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) 
the direct loan program of HUD for hous
ing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized 
housing exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addi· 
tion, the data are not based on govern-

ment or local records; the figures are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a re· 
spondent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who occupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households 
is the same as the count of occupied 
housing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head"; 
that is, the person who is regarded as the · 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition or type of house
hold.-Statistlcs by age of head are pre· 
sented separately for tvvo-or·more-person 
households and for one-person • house· 
holds. Households having tvvo or more 
persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela· 
tives.-Each household in this group 
consists of the head and his wife, and 
other persons, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. In parts B and F, the 
category "husban?·wife" consists of 
the head and his wife and all other per
sons occupying the unit whether or 
not they are related to the head. 

Other male head. - This category in
cludes households with male heads 
who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason 
where husband and wife maintain sep
arate residences; and male heads who 
are widowed, divorced, or single. In 
parts A, C, D, and E, this category in· 
eludes households with male head, 
wife present and nonrelatives ·living 
with them. In parts Band F, all "male 
head, wife present" households are in· 
eluded in the "husband-wife" cate· 
gory. 

Female head.-This group comprises 
households with female heads regard· 
less of their marital status. Included 
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are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one per-
son are shown separately as "one-person 
households" and are not included in the 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head." 

Family or primary individual.-Housing 
units are occupied by either "families" 
or "primary individuals." The term 
"family" refers to the head of a house
hold and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household. who are 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. If the head lives alone or 
with nonrelative• only, then the head 
is considered a "primary individual." 

Married couples related to the head of 
a family are included in the family and 
are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unre· 
lated to the head is considered a member 
of the housahold but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composi· 
tion, families are always included in one 
of tha thrae major groups of two·or· 
more-person households. Primary indi· 
viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
aro tabulated as "other male head" or 
"female hood." Primary Individuals living 
olono aro always tobulatad as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamlly,-A subfamily is a married 
couple with or without children, or one 
parent with one or moro own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, llvlng in a housahold and related to, 
but not including the head of the housa
hold or his wife. The most common ex· 
ample of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's 
or wife's parents. 

Age of head.-The age classification re· 
fers to the age reported for the head of 
the household as of that person's last 
birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over.-All per
sons, including the head, who are members 
of the housahold and are 65 years old and 
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over, are included in the count of persons 
65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on presance of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child unde'r 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child 
if he or she is a single (never married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of 
subfamilies are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Other relative of head.-This category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood, marriage, or adoption except wife 
or child of head and members of sub· 
families. 

Nonrelative.-A nonre!ative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head.
The statistics refer to the highest grade 
of regular school completed and not to 
the highest grade attended. For persons 
still attending school, the highest grade 
completed. is one lass than the one in. 
which they are currently enrollad. "Rag· 
ular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or 
parochial schools, colleges, universities, or 
professional schools, whether day or 
night school, and whether attendance was 
full or part time. That is, "regular school
ing" is formal education which may ad· 
vance a person toward an elementary or 
high school diploma, or college, univer
sity, or professional school degree. 
Schooling or tutoring in other than regu· 
lar schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are· regarded as transferable to 
a school in the regular school system. 
Housahold heads whosa highest grade 
completed was in a foreign school system 
or in an ungraded school were instructed 
to report the approximate equivalent 
Qrade (or years) in the regular United , 
States school system. They were not re
ported as having completed a given grade 
if they dropped out or failed to pass 

the last grade attended. Education re· 
ceived in the following types of schools is 
not counted as "regular schooling." 
Vocational schools, trade 'schools, busi
ness schools, and non-credit adult educa
tion classes. 

Means of transportation and distance and 
travel time to work.-The statistics are 
restricted to housahold heads who had a 
job the week prior to the interview. A 
job is defined as a definite arrangement 
for regular part-time or full·time work for 
pay every week or every month. Heads 
who do not report to the same place of 
work every day comprisa . the "No fixed 
place of work" category. 

Head's principal means of transpona
tion to work.-lf different means of 
transportation are used on different 
days, the means used most often is 
recorded. If more than one means of 
transportation is used each day, the 
means covering the gre.atest distance is 
recorded. A "carpool" is where one or 
more persons regularly ride in the car 
with the head; the head may share 
driving, drive others, or ride with 
someone else. The category "mass 
transportation" includes railroad, sub· 
way, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work. - The 
statistics refer to the one-way distance 
the head of housahold travels from 
home to work. 

Travel time from home to work.-The 
data refer to the average time it takes 
the household head to travel one-way 
from home to work. 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to the in
terview and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or welfare payments, and all 
other money income. The figures repre
sent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income 
taxes, Social Security, union dues, bond 
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purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to 
the money income of the family or pri
m'ary individual occupying the housing 
unit; i.e., the sum of the income of the 
head of the family and all other members 
of the family 14 years old and over, or 
the income of the primary individual. 
Incomes of persons living in the unit 
but not related to the head of the house· 
hold are not included in th is sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the 
total money earnings received for work 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the 12-month period prior to the 
interview. It includes wages, salaries, 
piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, 
cash bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net 
money income (gross receipts minus 
operating expenses) received from a busi
ness, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self· 
employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per
sons, dependents of d.eceased insured 
wo~kers, or disabled workers; and deduc· 
tions for Medicare and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis· 
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also in· 
eluded. Separate payments received for 
hospital or other medical care are not 
included. 

Income from all other sources includes 
money income received from. sources 

such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts· from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs, such as old age assistance, aid 
to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re
ceived for transportation and/or subsis
tence by persons participating in special 
governmental training programs such as 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training 
Act; workmen's compensation cash bene
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of de· 
ceased veterans; public or private pen· 
sions; periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony or child 
support from persons who are not mem
bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
and nonservice scholarships and fCllow
ships. 

Receipts from the following sources 
were not included as income: Value of 

• income ''in kind," such as free living 
quarters, housing subsidies, food stamps, 
or food produced and consumed in the 
h0me; money received from the sale of 
property (unless the recipient was en· 
gaged in the business of selling such prop· 
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lump
sum insurance. payments, inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the charac
teristics of the household refer to differ
ent periods in time. For 1977, the income 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the 
interview and the household characteris
tics refer to the date of the interview. For 
1970, income data refer to the calendar• 
year 1969, but the household character
istics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
income does not include amounts re
ceived by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the in
come period if these persons no longer 
resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family in
come includes amounts reported by re
lated persons who did not reside with the 
family during the entire income period 
but who were members of the family at 
the time of the interview. For most 
families, however, the income reported 
was received by persons who were mem
bers of the family throughout the income 
period. 

There may be significant differences in 
the income data between the Annual 
Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For exam· 
pie, the time period for income data in 
the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while 
other income data generally refer to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the in
terview. Additional differences in the in
come data may be attributed to factors 
such as the various ways income ques· 
tions are asked, the sampling variability 
and nonsampling errors between the An· 
nual Housing Survey and other Bureau 
surveys and. censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro
cedures. 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications and Definitions and Explanations 
of Subject Characteristics 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Urban and rural residence 

Farm-nonfarm residence. 

Counties ......... . 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas ............. . 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA· 
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ..... . 

General ............ . 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1976 Annual 
Housing Surveys ..... 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data. 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Population data 

C~parability with other 
current reports. 

Living Quarters .. 

Housing units . 

Group quarters 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels, rooming houses. etc. 

Institutions ....... . 

Year-round housing units 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construc-
tion .... : ......... . 

Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ....... . 

Units lost through other 
means ...... . 

Unspecified units . 

Occupancy.and Vacancy Charac-
teristics .......... . 

Occupied housing units. 

Race· ..... . 

Spanish origin . 

Tenure ... 

Site tenure. 

Previous occupancy. 

Cooperatives and condomin-
iums .......... . 

Reason for no-cash-rent 
occupancy ...... . 

Duration of occ1:-1pancy. 

Year head moved into unit. 

Recent movers ....... . 

Present and previous units of 
recent"movers .... ·. 

Same or different head. 

Main reason for move into 
present unit ....... . 

Home oWnership ..... . 

Owner or manager on property 

App-2 

App-2 

App~2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-3 

App-3 

App-3 

App-4 

App-4 

App·S 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App·7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

Vacant housing units .. . 

Vacancy st8tus ..... . 

Homeowner vacancy rate 

Rental vacancy rate ... 

Duration of vacancy , . 

Utilization Characteristics . 

Persons. 

Rooms. 

Persons per roon:i . 

Bedrooms ..... 

Structural Characteristics, . 

Complete kitchen facilities. 

Condition of kitchen facilities. 

Basement ...... . 

Year structure built. 

Units in structure .. 

Elevator in structure 

Stories between main and 
apartment entrances ... 

Storm windows, storm doors, 
and attic or roof insulation. 

Mobile homes anch'ored with 
tiedowns or other means .. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes. 

Roof ........... . 

Interior ceilings and walls 

Interior floors ...... . 

Selected structural deficiencies 
and wish to move· ... : .. 

Overall opinion of structure. 

Common stairways ..... . 

Light fixtures in public halls. 

Electric wiring ..... . 

Electric wall outlets. .. 

Electric fuse blowouts 

Parking facilities. ... 

Plumbing Characteristics. 

Plumbing facilities .. 

Complete bathrooms. 

Source of water or water 
supply .......... . 

Availability of piped water. 

Sewage disposal . 

Flush toilet ... 

Equipment and Fuels. 

Telephone available. 

Heating equipment . 

Insufficient heat .. 

Air conditioning .. 

Automobiles and trucks 
available ........ . 

Fuels used for house heating 
and cooking . . : . . . • . . 
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App-8 

App·9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App·9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

Owned second home .. 

Services and Neighborhood 
Conditions ........ . 

Garbage collection service . 

Exterminator servH:e .... 

Neighborhood conditions and 
neighborhood services ..... 

Financial Characteristics . 

Value ........ . 

Value-inci;:ime ratio . 

Sales price asked ... 

Garage or carport on property. 

Mortgage or debt status . 

Mortgage insurance . , , , , 

Real estate taxes last year 

Property insurance .... 

Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income .. . 

Acquisition of property ... . 

Alterations and repairs during 
the last 12·riionths ...... . 

Plans for improvements during 
the next 12 months ..... . 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile home acquired . 

Mobile home acquired new 

Contract r.ent 

Gross rent .. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidlzed 
housing .......... . 

Gross rent as percentage of 
income ..... , , .. , . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidlzed 
housing as percentage of 
income , , ...... , .. , 

Inclusion in rent·(parking fa
cilities; garbage and trash col· 
lection, and funiture) ... . 

Rent asked .......... . 

Public, private, or subsidized 
housing, , ....... . 

Household Characteristics .. 

Household ..... 

Head of household 

Household composition or 
type of household ..... 

Family or primary individual 

Subfamily .... ' ...... . 

Age of head ......... . 

Persons 65 years old and over . 

Own children ..... 

Other relative of head 

Nonrelative , , . . . . 

Years of school completed by 
head .............. . 
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App-14 

App-14 

.App-14 

App-14 

App-15 

App-15 

App-16 

APP-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App·18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-19 

App-19 

App-19 

App-19 

App-19 

App-19 

App-19 

App-20 

App-20 

App-20 

App-20 

App-20 

App-20 

App-20 

App-20 
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Household Chai-acteristics-Continued 
Means of transportation and 1 

distance and travel time to 
work . 

Income .......... . 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1977 ..... 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

. App-20 

App-20 

App-22 

Urban and rural residence.-Urban hous
ing comprises all housing units in urban
ized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabi
tants or more outside urbanized areas. 
More specifically, urban housing consists 
of all ~ousiny units in (a) places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as 
cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska)_, 
and towns (except in the New England 
States, New York, and Wisconsin), but 
excluding those housing units in the rural 
portions of ex tended cities; (b) unincor
porated places of 2 ,500 inhabitants or 
more; and (c) other territory, incor
porated or unincorporated, included in 
urbanized areas. Housing units not classi
fied as urban constitute rural housing. 
In.formation on the historical develop
ment of the urban-rural definition ap
pears in the 1970 Population Census 
PC( 1)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the 
urban anq rural residence classification of 
the housing units is the same as in the 
1970 census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence.-ln rural areas, 
occupied housing units are subdivided 
into rural-farm housing, which comprises 
all rural units on farms, and rural-non
farm housing, which comprises the re
maining rural units. Occupied housing 
units are classified as farm units if they 
are located on p/Jces of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more during the 
12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of farm products amounted 
to $250 or more during the 12-month 
period prior to the interview. Occupied 
units in rural territory which do not meet 
the definition for farrr1 housing are classi-
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tied as nonfarm. All vacant units in rural 
areas also are classified. as nonfarm. 

Counties 

The primary divisions of most of the 
Sta.tes are. termed counties; in Louisiana, 
the corresponding areas are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this 
State, areas designated as censUs divisions 
have been defined for general statistical 
purposes by the Sta~e in cooperation with 
the Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Mary
land, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con
tain one or more cities that are inde
pendent of any county; for statistical pur
poses, these_ independent cities are treated 
as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

The. definitions of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967. 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were de
fined in January 1968 and an additional 

-13 were defined in February 1971 on the 
basis of the results of the 1970 census. 
Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after Febru
ary 1971 are not reflected in this series of 
reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office 
of Management and Budget (formerly 

·Bureau of the Budget)_ 
Except in the New- England States, a 

standard metropolitan statistical area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the co11nty or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig
uous counties are included in a·-: (SA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are 
socially and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must in· 
elude at least one central city, and the 
complete title qf an SMSA identifies the 

central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 
the legal city boundaries. For a few cen· 
tral cities, the figures include some hous
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1977 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by personal interview. The 
survey interviewers were instructed to 
read the questions directly from the ques
tionnaire. "'fhe definitions and explana
tions given for each subject are, .to a con
siderable e~tent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in 
the collection of the data. This material 
helped the field interviewers to under
stand more fully the intent of each ques
tion and thus to resolve problein Or un
usual cases. Addition~! explanatory infor· 
mation has been added to this Portion of 
the text to assist the user in understand
ing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1976 
Annual Housing Surveys.-Most of the 
concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 th rough 1977 reports are essentially 
the same. However, there are significant 
differences in the measureinent of losses 
from 1970 between the 1973 report and 
the 1974 through 1977 reports_ In the 
1974 through 1977 reports. 1 the data 
refer to losses of individual housing units, 
but, in 1973, a housing unit was counted 
as a loss only when the whole, structUre 
in which the unit was located waS lost 
from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1977 reports is the 1970 census 
unpublished tabulations; however, the 
1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabula
tions. 

Additional differences, if any, are dis· 
cussed under the particular subject later 
in the section. Because of the relatively · 
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small sample size, particular care should 

be taken in making year to year compari

sons, especially where there are small 
differences between the figures (see 

appendix Bl. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Hous
ing data.-The concepts and defin.itions 
are .. ~ssentially the same for items that 
appear in both the 1970 census and the 
1977 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, 

in the time period of the "recent mover" 
classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, 
"recent movers" are hou~holds that 
moved into their unit during the 12 
months prior to the interview, a time 
period of 1 year or les~. In the 1970 Cen· 
sus of Housing reports, different time 
periods were.used. In Volume II, Metro
politan Housing Characteristics, the short· 
est time period for "year moved into 
unit," is "1969 to March 1970" (1 ,1/4 
years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 .to. 
December 1970 (approximately 2 years); 
and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover House· 
holds, th.e time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, 
· are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing. Survey data and the 
1970 census data may be attributed to' 
several factors. These include the exten
sive use of self-enumeration in the census 
in contrast to personal interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in 
processing procedures; the estimation 
proc~dures and sample designs; the sam
pling variability of the estimates from the 
Ann_ual Housing Survey; to a smaller ex· 
tent, the sampling variability associated 
with _the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the 
Annual Housing. Surv~y estimates; and 
the· nonsariipling errors associated with 
the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics 
of changes in the housing inventory be
tween the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 
selected SMSA's in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of In
ventory Change. In volume IV the data 

are based on information for a sample of 
housing units enumerated in late 1970 as 
part of the 1970 census. Data are pro
vided for such components of change be
tween 1960 and 1970 as new construc
tion, conversions, other additions, demo-· 
litions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 
1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for 
some "at these components are shown; · 
i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other 
means). The 1977 data on new construc
tion were obtained primarily from a 
sample of uni.ts selected from building 
permits. The 1970 Components of lnven· 
tory Change data were obtained from the 
1970 census tabulations of the "year 
structure built" item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or late"r Were c·lassified as 
added by "new construction." , 

Data as of ·1971 for "mortgage status," 
"mortgage insurance," "real estate taxes 
last year," "selected. monthly housing 
costs," and "acquisition of property" are 
presented in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume V, Residential Finance. In vol
ume V, the data are based on information 
collected for a sample of housing units in 
the Residential Finance Survey which was 
conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 
census. The 1971 re,port provided data on 
the financing of homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the 
mortgages, properties, and owners .. 

Differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the data in this report and 
volume V include the following_ The 
basic unit of tabulation in this report is 
the housing unit; in volume V, it is the 
property. Data on mortgage status and 
mortgage insurance in this report are 
based on the occupant's answer; in vol· 
ume V, mortgage status and mortgage in
surance were verified by the lender. In 
this report, real estate taxes and selected 
mOnthly housing costs reflect the total 
amount of real estate taxes and housing 
costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V the tabUlations for real estate 
taxes and selected monthly housing costs 
include special assessments. 

Comparability with.1970 Census of Popu
lation data.-ln the 1970 census, data for 

,,. 

"years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the high
est grade or year"of regular school each 
hoUsehold member attended, and whether 
or not. that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1977 Annual Housing Survey, data 
for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question
the highest grade or year of regular 
school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey may 
ov~rstate the education level of the head 
of the household; that is, respondents 
may ha~e reported the grade or year the 
head was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade 
or year was completed. 

Comparability with other current re
ports.-This series of reports contains in
formation similar 

1 

to that contained in 
some of the '.other. current Census Bureau 
reports, such as the Current Housing 
Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current 
Population Reports, and the Current Con
struction Reper.ts, pub I ished by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of pro
cedural . differences mentioned below. 
care should be taken when comparing 
data from the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy 
Survey.-Data.on vacancy rates and char
acteristics of,vacant units from the Hous
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the 
United States by inside and outside stand
ard metropolitan .statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey, with a sample size of 
approximately 58,000 units (interviews 
obtained for approximately 55,000 occu
pied and vacant housing units), is· con· 
ducted monthly by the Bureau· of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current 
Population Survey. Data are published 
quarterly and annually in Current Hous
ing Reports, Series H-111, Housing 
Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the same_ 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as sampling variability, nonsampling 
errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 
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Current Population Reports from the 
Current Population·Survey.-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 7~,000 desig· 
nated sample units. From the data col
lected in the Current Population Survey, 
the Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house
hold and family characteristics, mobility 
of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions 
used in this report are essentially the 
same as those used in the Current Popula
tion Reports, and the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
Population Survey is the same, there is a 
major difference in the concept of 
"mover." In parts D and E. household 
heads that moved into their units during 
the 12 months prior to the interview are 
classified as "recent movers." In the Cur
rent Population S;irvey, individuals whose 
current place of residence is different 
from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There are also likely to be significant 
differences in the data on income and 
years of school completed. The time 
period covering income is different in this 
series of reports because income data 
cover the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview while the income data in 
the Current Population Survey refer to 
the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. There are also significant dif· 
ferences in the way income questions are 
asked. For "years of school completed by 
head," the differences cited in the sec
tion, "Comparability with 1970 Census 
of Population data," also apply to the 
Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 
1977 Annual Housing Survey and tlie 
Current Population Survey may be attri
buted to factors such as the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors of the 
figures from the two surveys, survey pro· 
cedures and techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership.-The 
1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership 
;s a sample survey covering approximately 
20,000 of tlie designated sample units in 
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the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on ownership, availability, 
and recent purchases of automobiles and 
other vehicles, television sets, and se
lected major household appliances. Infer· 
mation on the price paid is obtained for 
recently purchased items. The data can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 
20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership was taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, the 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the S,urvey of 
Purchases and Ownership reflect the num
ber of such vehicles that are owned or 
being bought by a member of the family. 
The data collected in the Annual Housing 
Survey reflect the nUmber of automobiles 
and trucks owned or regularly used by 
any member of the household, including 
nonrelatives. Additional differences may 
be attributed to such factors as estima
tion procedures, sampling variability, and 
nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the 
Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. - The 
Census Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title, Current Construe· 
tion R~ports. The data for these reports 
are prima[ily from the Survey of Con
str.uction and Survey of Residential Alter
ations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists 
of approximately 16,000 permit-issuing 
places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current 
data on housing starts and completions, 
construction authorized by building per
mits, housing units authorized for demoli
tion in permit-issuing places, new one
family homes sold and for sale, character
istics of new housing, clnd value of new 
construction put in place. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of 
Construction. The major difference is 
that the Survey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing 
units in various stages of construction 

through completion. The Annu~I Hous
.ing Survey shows counts and character
istics of the existing housing inventory. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing Survey and the Survey 

. of Construction may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability 
and nonsampling errors of the figures 
from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro

. cedures. · 
The Survey of Residential Alterations 

and Repairs is a sample survey of.approxi
mately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. The survey collects data on 
expenditures by property owners for up
keep and improvement of residential 
properties including renter-occupied 
housing units, single as well as multiunit 
structures, and units on 10 acres'or more. 
The data on alterations ·and repairs in th is 
report are restricted to one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres and no business on 
property. For additional information on 
the Survey of Residential Alterations and 
Repairs, see Current Construction Re
ports, Series C50, Residential Alterations 

, and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either 
housing units or group quarters. Usually, 
living quarters are in structures 1intended 
for residential use (e.g., a one-family 
home, apartment hou~. hotel or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail-· 
er). Living quarters may also be in struc· 
tures fntended for nonresidential use 
(e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such 
as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

' ' 

Housing units.-A housing unit is a house, 
an apartment, a group of rooms, or a 
single room occupied or intended for oc
cupancy as separate living , quarters. 
Separate living quarters are ··those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the':·structure 
and which have either (1) direct access 
from tlie outside . of tlie building or 
through a common hall which ,is used or 
intende~ to be used by the occupants of 
another unit or by the general public or 
(2) complete kitchen facilities for tlie 
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exclusive use of the occupants. The occu
pants may be a single family, one person 

living alone, two or more families living 

together, or any other group of related or 
unrelated persons who share living ar
rangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant 
units, the criteria of separateness, direct 
access, and complete kitchen facilities 
for exclusive use are applied to the in

tended occupants whenever possible. 'If 
the information cannot be obtained, the 
criteria a!e applied to the previo~s occu· 
pants. Both occupied and vacant hous· 
ing units are included in the housing in

ventory, except that mobile homes, trail· 
ers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and 
the like, are included only if they are 
occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group . quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional 
inmates or for other groups containing 
five or more persons not re lated to the 
pe,rson in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, 
boarding houses, military barracks, col· 
lege dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, 
and ships. A house or apartment is con· 
sidered group quarters if it is shared by 
the person' in charge and five or more 
nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in 
charge, by six or more unrelated persons. 
Information on the housing character· 
istics of group quarters was not collected. 

Rules for.mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile homes or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are, not con· 
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are clas· 
sified as housing units only when occu
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons 
who consider the hotel as their usual 
place of residence or have no usual place 
of residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or 
suites of rooms are classified as housing 
units only if located in hotels, motels, 
and similar places in which 75 percent or 
more of the accommodations are occu
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or bo8rding house live and eat separately 

from everyone else in the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
kitchen facilities for exclusive use, their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units. The remaining quarters ·are com
bined. If ihe combined quarters.contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the 
head or person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living 
quarters of .the SL:tpervisory staff and 

, other employees are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri-
teria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutions.-Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Year-round housing units.-Data on hous· 
ing characteristics are limited ,to year· 
round housing units; i.e., all occupied 
units plus vacant units which a~e intended 
for year-round use. Vacant units intended 
for seasonal occupancy and vacant units 
held for migratory labor are excluded 
because it is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for them. However, this re
port does present counts of the total 
housing inventory which includes all 
vacant, seasonal, and migratory housing 
units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 
1977 reports shown for "all year-round 
housing units" may not be comparable to 
the corresponding data sh.own in the 
i973 reports, because the 1974 through 
1977. tabulations included an estima
tion procedure which adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
"vacant-sea~onal and migratory" units 
separately to independent current esti
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" unitS were com
bined with several ·categories of year
round vacancies (rented or sold, not occu
pied; held for occasional use; and· other 
vacant) .and adjusted to the combined 

.total of the independent,.•estimates for 
' these catego.ries. Thus~ the 1974 through 

1977 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory."· housing units and fo

0

r '"all 
year-round housing units" adhere more 
closely to the independently derived cur
rent estimates than they did in 1973. The. 
1974 through 1977 characteristics for 
"all occupied units," "owner occupied," 
and "renter occupied" are, however, com· 
parable with the corresponding 1973 
data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction.-A 
housing unit built in April 1970 or later 
is classified as a un[t added l;JY "new con
struction." Information was collect~d on 
vacant units under construction at the 
time of the interview, only if construc
tion had proceeded to a point that all 
ex.terior windows and doors were in· 

' stalled and final usable floors were in 
place. Housing units built during this 
' period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not 
reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1977 period. In the 
Annual Housing Survey, data on new con
struction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building 
permits; in the 1970 Ce

1
nsus of Housing, 

Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, new construction data were ob
tained from tabulations of the 1970 cen
sus sample records of units built 1960 or 
later. 

Units lost from the inventory.-Character
istics are presented for the total of all 
units removed from ~he 1973 housing in
ventory in 1973 or later through demo· 
lition or disaster and through other 
means. Separate counts of "demolition 
or disaster" losses and of "other losses" 
are shown in part A of th is series. The 
1974 through 1977 surveys cover all· 
losses, including those in structures that 
were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster. 
-A housing unit which existed in Octo
ber 1973 and was torn down on the initia
tive of a public agency or as a result of 
action on the part of the owner is classi
fied as a unit lost through demolition. 
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Units destroyed by fire, flood, or other 
natural causes are· _classified as units 
lost through disaster. In the_l 973 survey, 
a housing unit .was counted as a,demoli· 
tion or disaster loss when. the wh9le 
structure in which it was l9Cated was 
lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Com
ponents of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, in
cluding losses of units in structures which 
still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through diSaster 
were counted in 1970 as "units lost 
through other means." 

Units lost through other means.-Any 
housing unit which existed. in October 
1973 is counted as lost through other 
m·eans when it was lost from the housing 

inventory through means ~other than 
demolition or disaster. This, component 
includes the following type~ of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quar
ters; for example, a housing unit that 
was occupied by a family in 1973 and 
by a family and five lodgers at the 
time of the 1977 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory 
because they are vacani and either 
the roof, walls, doors or windows no 
longer protect the interior from the 
elements or the unit is severely dam
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inven
tory becau~ there is positive evidence 
(sign, notice, mark on the house or 
block) that the units are .scheduled for 
demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of 
health or safety so that .further occu
pancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely 
nonresidential use. 

5. Units moved from site since Oc
tober 1973. Such moves in the same 
area do not necessarily result in a net 
loss from the total inventory since 
they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved: 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a 
housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in 

App-6 

which it was located was lost to the hous
ing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys, the data on losses 
refer to all housing unit losses including 
losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units. 

Unspecified units.-There are other com· 
ponent's of change in the housing inven
tory for which the Annual Housing Sur
vey provides no specific measures. The 
survey procedures do not include a meas
ure of conversions and mergers and units 
added from other sources such as non· 
residential structures. The net effect of 
these omissions on the change in the total 
housing inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion.-Conver
sion refers to the creation of two or 
more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change 
in use. Structural alteration includes 
such changes as adding a room or in· 
stalling partitions to form another 
housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of space 
without structural alteration, such as 
locking a door which closes off one or 
more rooms to form a separate hous· 
ing unit. 

Units changed by merger.-A merger is 
the result of combining two or .more 
housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. 
Structural alteration includes such 
changes as the removal of partitions or 
dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change 
in use may result from a simple rear
ranQement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door 
which formerly separated two housing 
units. A change in use also occui-s, for 
example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house which .formerly con
tained a ·separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources.
Any housing unit added to the inven
tory through sources other than new 
construction or conversion is classified 
as a unit added through other sources. 
This component includes units created 
from living quarters previously classi-

tied as group quarters and units cre
ated from nonresidential space such as 
a store, garage, or barn. Also included 
are units moved from one site ·-to an
other. Such units, if m~ed within the 
same area, do not necessarily result in 
a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units 
lost in the place from which they were 
moved .. A previously vacant mobile 
home or trailer, whether on a different 
site or the same site, is a net addition 
if currently occupied as a hoUsing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac~ristics 

Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is classified as occupied if a person or 

_ group of persons is living in it at the time 
of the interview or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for example, on 
vacation. However, if the unit was oc· 
cupied entirely by persons wit~ a usual 
place of residence elsewhere, the unit- is 
classified as vacant. By definition, the 
count of occupied housing units is the 
same as the count of households. 

Race.-The classification by race shown 
here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying the housing unit. 
The concept of race as used by the 
Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stoc~. 

The interviewer was to report the race 
of the head of the household in three 
categorie~ White, Black (Negro), and 
other. The last category includes Ameri
can Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, .Japanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White 
and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with household heads of 
other races are included in the total in 
table 1 of parts A and E and may be de
rived by subtracting the sum of White 
and Black from the total. More detailed 
characteristics of units with Black house
hold head are presented in · separate 
tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the 

/ 
interviewer based on his own observation. 
In the 1970 census, race was esseritially a 
self-classification by people according to 
the race with which they identified them
selves. 
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Spanish origin.-The classification by 

,Spanish origin here refers to the origin of 
the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of 

units with head of Spanish origin are pre

sented in separate tables. Spanish origin 

was determined on the basis of a question 
that asked for self.identification of a 

person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a 
"flash card." Persons of Spanish origin 
were those who indicated that their origin 

was either Mexican American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 

C~ntral or South American, or other 
Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the inter· 
pretation of differences in the estimated 

·counts of Spanish-origin households 
between the 1977 Annual Housing Sur· 
vey and the 1970 census and other cur
rent surveys. In the 1970 census' and cur
rent surveys' reports, Spanish persons 

· ar~ identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace," birthplace of parents, lan
gl!age, surname, and origin or descent. In 
addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households 
may be significantly overstated in the 
South Region and North Central R~gion. 
In the 1970 census some respondents 
apparently misinterpreted the Spanish
origin category, "Central or South 
American" to mean the central or south
ern part of the U.S. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner occu· 
pied" if the owner or co-owner lives in 
the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not 

·fully paid for. A cooperative or con
dominium unit is "owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. 
All other occupied units are classified as 
"renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure.-Separate data are available 
on tenure of mobile home and trailer 
sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers is restricted 
to mobile homes and trailers on less than 
10 acres. The site is owned if the occu
pants own or are buying the site on which 
the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay 

a rental fee for the use of the site, the site 
rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample unit, or the occupants neither 
own nor pay cash rent for the site. 

,/ 

mation for the head ·of -household; the 
data refer· to the period when present 
occupancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the head lived in the unit "less 
tha·n 3 months" or "3 months or longer." 

Previous occupclncy.-The classification ·A head who "lived here last winter," 
of previous occupancy. is divided into two must have moved into the unit prior to 
categories, "previously occupied" and the previous February. 
"not previously occupied." "Previously 
occupied" indicates that some person or 
persons not related to the head by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the 
sample unit priOr to the head's or other 
related household member's occupancy. 
"Not previously occupied" indicates 
that either the head or some other cur· 
rent household member. related to the 
head by blood, marriage or adoption was 
the first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperative$ and condominiums.-A co
operative is a type of ownership whereby 
a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each in· 
dividual member is entitled to occupy an 
individual housing unit and is a share
holder in the corporation which owns 
the property. 

· A condominium is a type of owner· 
ship that enables a pfrson to own an 
apartment or house in a project of simi· 
larly owned units. The owner has the 
deed and very likely the mortgage on the 
unit occupied. The owner may also hold 
common or joint ownership in some or 
all common areas such as grounds, hall
ways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium owner· 
ship may apply to various types of struc
tures including single.family houses, row
houses, townhouses, etc., as well as 
apartment units. 

Reason for no·cash·rent occupancy.-For 
units' which are occupied without pay
ment of cash rent, data are shown on the 
"reason for occupancy"; i.e, whether the 
unit is provided by a farm related job, 
such as a tenant farmer, farm manager, 
forema,n, or laborer; provided by a non
farm related job, such as a minister, resi· 
dent manager, or janitor; or provided by 
a relative or friend. 

Duration of occupancy.-Oata on "dura· 
tion of occupancy" are based on infor-

Year head moved into unit.-The data are 
based on the information reported for 
the head of the household and refer to 
the year of latest rhove. Thus, if the head 
moved back into a unit previously oc
cupied, the year of the latest move was to 
be reported; if the head moved from one 
apartment to another in the same building, 
the year the head moved into the present 

unit wa~ to be reported. The intent is 
to establish the year the present occu
pancy by the head began. The year ·the 
head moves is not necessarily the same 
year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of 
cases the entire household moves at the 
same time. 

Recent movers.-Households that moved 
into their present units within 12 months 
prior to the date of the inte~iew are 
termed "recent movers.'' The household is 
classified by year moved into unit on the 
basis. of information reported for the 
head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent 
movers.-The "present" unit is the unit 
occupied by the ·recent mover at the time 
of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which that person moved. 
If the household moved more than once 
during the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview, the "previous" unit is the 
one from which the household last moved. 

Same or different head.-Characteristics 
of the present and previous units occu
pied by recent movers are largely re
stricted to households that were essen· 
tially the same in the two units. The. defi· 
nitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as 
those for the preser:it unit. 

,A household for which the head in the 
present unit is the same person as the 
head in the previous unit {identified in 
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the tables as "sarr:it: head") is considered 
essentially the same every, though there 
may have been some changes ·in .. !he .com
position of the household. Conversely~, _a 
household in which there was.no change 
except for a new. household head was 
considered a household with "different 
head." 

Data for heads whose previous resi
dence was outside the United States are 
tabulated in the category "different 
head." 

Main reason for move into present unit.
The statistics presented are restricted to 
units occupied by recent movers in which 
the present head of household was also 
the head at the previously occupied unit. 
The classification categories re~er to the 
principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into the piesent unit. The 
category "job related reasons" refers to 
reasons such as job transfer, entered or 
left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, new 
job or looking for work, commuting 
problems, school attendance, and other 
job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to 
reasons such as needed larger house or 
apartment, widowed, separated, divorced, 
moved to be closer to relatives, newly 
married, family increased in size, family 
decreased in size, wanted to establish 
own household, schools, and other fam
ily related ~easons. 

The category "housing needs" refers 
to reasons such as wanted to own his/her 
own residence, neighborhood over
crowded, change in racial or ethnic com
position of neighborhood, wanted better 
neighborhood, lower rent or less ex
pensive house, wanted better house, dis
placed by urban renewal, highway con
struction, or other public activity, dis
placed by private action, wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, occurrence of natural dis
aster, and wanted a change of climate. 

The category "other reasons" in
cludes reasons for moving which do not 
fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership.-Data are shown for 
household heads who, during the 12 
months prior to enumeration, moved 
into the sample unit. These data are 
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restricted to owner-occupied units and 
show the number of previously owned 
units which the head occupied as his/ 
her usual place of residence. Excluded 
from the count of previously owned 
u~~ts are vacation homes purchased for 
rental or commercial purposes. 

"• 

Owner or manager on property.-These 
statistics are based on the number of 
housing units in structures o.f two or 
more units with the owner or the resident 
manager or superintendent I iv ing on the 
property. The category "with owner on 
property" refers to the owner and not the 
agent, resident manager, or superinten
dent. 'With resident manager or super
intendent on property" refers to a resi
dent manager, superintendent, janitor, or 
other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units.-A housing unit is 
vacant if no one is living in it at the time 
of the interview, unless its occupants 
are only temporarily absent. In addition, 
a vacant unit may be one which is occu
pied entirely by persons who have a usual 
residence elsewhere. 

New units '~at yet occupied· are classi
fied as vacant h~using units if construc
tion has reached a point where all ex
terior windows and doors are installed 
and final usable floors are in place. 
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, 
walls, windows, or doors no longer protect 
the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or 
if there is positive evidence (such as a 
sign on the house or block) that the unit 
is to be demolished or is condemned. 
Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such 
as a store or an office; or quarters used 
for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural 
products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant 
housing units used in this report are the 
same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status.-Vacant housing ynits are 
/ 

classified as either "seasonal and migra.1 
tory" or "year-round." "Se.asonal" units 
are intended for occupancy. during only 
certain seasons of the year. Included a~e 

units intended for recreational use, such 
as beach cottages and hunting cabins, and 
vacant units held for herders and lo~gers. 
"Migratory" units are vacant ur;iits held 
for occupancy by migratory labor em
ployed in farm work during the crop 
season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are 
available or intended for occupancy at 
ariy time of the year. A unit in, a resort 
Brea which is usually occupied on a year· 
round basis is considered year-round. A 
unit u.sed onlY occasionally throughout 
the year is also considered year-r.ound. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdi
vided as follows: 

For sale only.-Vacant year-round 
units "for sale only" also. include 
vacant units in a cooperative or condo
minium project if the individual units 
are offered for sale only. 

For rent.-Vacant year-round units 
"for rent" also include vacant units 
offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied.-lf any 
money rent has been paid or agreed 
~pan but ~the new renter . has not 
moved in as of the date of the inter
view, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet 
moved in, the year-round va'cant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held for occasional use.-Thi~ category 
consists of vacant year-round units 
which are held for weekend. or other 
occasional use throughout the year. 
The iritent of th is questioO was to 
identify homes reserved by their 
owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing be
tween this category and sea.serial 

_ vacancies, it is possible that sOme ''sec
ond homes" are classified as "sea
sonal'' and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by persons with 
usual residence elsewhere (UREJ.-lf 
all the persons in a housing unit usual
ly live elsewhere, that unit is classi
fi~d as vacant provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the house
hold and is not offered for rent or 
for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
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occupied at the time of the interview 
by a family who has a usual-place of 
residence in 'the city is included in 
the count of vacant units.· If the house 

in the city were in the survey .sample, 
it would be reported "occupied" 
and would be included in the count 
of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Held for other reaSons, or other 
vacant.-lf a _vacant year-round unit 

does not fall into any of the classifica
tions specified above, it is claSsified as 
"held for other reasons." For exa!11ple, 
this category includes units held for 
settlement of an estate, uiiits held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or j3nitor, 
and units held for personal reasons of 

the owner. In parts A and E of thi~ 
series, the "other vacant" categor\i in
cludes all units temporarily 'occupied 
by persons with usual residence else
where and units held for other reasons. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are 
limited to year-round vacant units. Va
cant units intended for seasonal occu
pancy and vacant units held for'mi9-r3iory 
labor are excluded because it is difficult 
to obtain reliable information for them. 
However, , counts of seasonal units are 
given in parts A and E of this series. 

The 1974 through 1977 counts for 
"seasonal and ~igratory ," "Year-round, 
rented or sold not occupied," "Year
round, held for occasional use," and 
"Year-round, other vacant" may not be 
comparable to the corresponding counts 
shown in the 1973 reports, because a 
more detailed estimation p'f6cedure was 
used in .the ,1974 through 1977 tabula· 
tions. For 1974 through 1977, the esti· 
mation procedure adjusted ·the survey 
counts of "v"acant year-;ound" and 
"vacant-seasonal and migrat~rY" units 
sep~rately to independent current ~sti· 

. mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and ·Reliability of 
the Estimates.) ·.In 1973, · "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units were com· 
bined with several categories of year
round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and 
other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent -esti· 
mates for these categories. Thus, the 

1974 through 1977 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent 
estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate.-The 1977 
homeowner vacancy rate is the numbe·,: 
of year-round vacant units for sale as a 
percent of the total homeowner inven
tory; i.e., all owner-occupied units and 
year-round vacant units for sale or sold, 
not occupied. The homeowner vacancy 
rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 

.but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate.-The 1977 rental 
vacancy rate is the number of year
round vacant units for rent as a percent 
of the total rental inventory; i.e., all 
renter-occupied units and all year-round 
vacant units for rent or rented, not occu
pied. The rental vacancy rate for 1970 
excludes vacaiit units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy.-The stat1st1cs on 
duration of vacancy refer to the length 
of time (in months) from the date the 
last occupants moved from 'the ·Unh io 
the date of the interview. The data, t~ere
fore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of ~irTie' urlits remain 
vacant. For ~ewly constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the 
duration of vacancy is counted from the 
date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the 
time is reported from the date conversion 
or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of 
residence elsewhere are excluded from 
the data. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons.-All persons occupying the hous
ing unit are counted. These persons in· 
elude not only occupants related to the 
head of· the household but also any 
lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident em
ployees who share the living quarters of 
the household head. The data on "per
sons" show categories of the number of 
one-person through seven-or-more.person 
households by the number of housing 
units. 

A person is counted··ii:the usual place 
of residence for:'that person. This refers 
to the plaCe where the person lives and 
sleePS most of tht? time. This place is not 
~necessarily the same as a legal residence, 
voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms.-The statistics on "rooms" ·are 
for the number of housing units with 
specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, fin
ished attic or basement rooms, recreation 
rooms, permanently enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year-round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by a person living in the 
unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a kitchen or living room, 
is a separate room only if there is a parti· 
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves or cabi
nets. 

Not included in the count of rooms 
are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or basements, 
other unfinished space used'for storage, 
open porches, trailers used only as bed· 
rooms, and offices used only by persons 
not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of 
more than one unit, the room is included 
with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room.-"Persons per room 
is computed for each occupied unit by 
dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the 'number of rooms in the unit. 
The figures shown .refer, ,therefore, to 
the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms.-The number of bedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used main· 
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even though used 
infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other purposes, even though used 
also for sleeping, such as a living room 
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with a hideaway bed, are not considered 
bedrooms. A housing· unit consi~ting of 
only one room, such as a one·room 
efficiency apartment, ·is classified by 
definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown for housing units with two or 
more bedrooms. Units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to 
pass through a bedroom to get to another 
room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion 
is applied only to units with one com
plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half bath lacks a 
flush toilet. 

Jn addition, statistics are shown for 
households with bedrooms used by three 
or more persons of all ages, but are shown 
separately for. such households when one 
or more of these persons is 13 years of 
~ge or older. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has 
complete kitchen facilities when it has 
all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cook stove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be· 
located in the structure. They need not 
be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portabl!? cooking equipment are not 
considered as ~aving a range or cook· 
stove. An icebox is not included as a 
mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen· facilities are for the ex· 
elusive use of the occup.ants when they 
are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other 
unrelated persons living in the unit. When 
a structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had been re
moved, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Condition of kitchen facilities.-Units 
with complete kitchen facilities were 
classified as to whether all the kitchen 
facilities were in usa"ble condition. If one 
or more of the kitchen facilities (sink, 
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range or cookstove, and refrigerator) 
could not be used for its intended pur· 
pose, the unit was classified as having 
"1 or more not usable." Kitchen facilities 
that normally function properly, but 
which were temporarily out of use (two 
Weeks or less) because of a breakdown, 
were classified as usable. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
base9 on the number of housing units lo· 
cated in structures built with a baserTient. 
A structure has a basement if there is 
enclosed space in whi~h persons can walk 
upright under all .or part of the building. 

Basements in structures - with oc· 
cupied units are further classified by 
signs of water leakage. The category 
"with signs of water leakage" consists 
of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside, even if the signs only appear 
when it rains or during other similar 
situations. "No signs of water leakage" 
means that the basement shows no signs 
of water leakage, or that the signs of 
water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb· 
ing. If the basement shows signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside but the 
problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

The 1977 data on basements are for 
"all year-round housing units"; the 1970 
data on basements are restricted to "all 
occupied housing units." 

Year structure built.-"Year structure 
built" refers to when the building was 
first constructed, not when it was re
modeled, added to, or converted. The 
figures refer to the number of units in 
structures built during the specified 
periods and in existence at the time of 
the interview. For mobile homes and 
trailers, the manufacturer's model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in structure.-ln determining the 
number of units in a structure, all hous· 
in9 units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for 
the number of housing units in structures 
of specified type and size, not by the 
number of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building that 
either has open space on all sides or is 
separated from other structures by·divid
ing: walls that extend from grour,d_ to 
roof. Structures containing only One 
housing unit are further classified as de· 
tached· or attached (see parts A and E). 

A one-family house is detached if it 
has open space on all four .sides even 
though it has an adjoining shed or· garage. 
A orie-family house is attached if it .. has 
one or more walls extending from 9round 
to roof which divide it from other adjoin· 
ing structures, such as in row houses, 
townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category (see parts A, C, ·o, 
and E). When one or more roOms haVe 
been added to a mobile home or trailer, it 
is classified as a one.family house. If, 
however, only a porch or shed has been 
added, it is still counted as a mobile home 
or trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on ·~ele
vator in structure" are for the number 
of housing units in structures with four 
floors or more which have a .Passenger· 
elevator. Units are in a "walkup" struc
ture of four floors or more if the struc
ture has no pas!>Einger elevator or if the 
only elevator service is for freight. 

Stories between main and apartment 
entrances.-This item. is restricted· to two 
or more unit structures and is concerned 
with the number of f!oors from the main 
entrance of the apartment building to the 
main entrance of the apartment. The 
number of stories is determined from 
ground level if there is no main building · 
entrance and the apartment has its own 
private entrance, either from the ground 
level of the building or from an area tHat 
is not located inside the building; or. if 
there is a main building entrance,-but the 
entrance to the apartment cannot be 
reached by using the main building 
entrance. 

Storm windows, storm doors, and'attic or 
roof insulation.-The purpose of these 
three items is to determine if a housing 
unit has some form of insulation which 
helps' to reduce heat loss during the 
winter and heat gain during the summer. 
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The stat1st1cs are shown only for occu
pied, one-family homes and occupied, 

mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective 
window covering. - This category refers 
to protective window covering, such as 
storm windows, double-glazed glass, 
closeable shutters, or plastic. Housing 
u~its· with "Some vyindows covered'' 

hav,e protective coverings over some, 
but not all windows. 

Storm doors.-This category refers to 
additional doors hung in exterior door
ways. Doors on anached garages are 
not inclu~ed. Housing units with 
"Some doors covered" have storm 
doors on some, but not all, exterior 
door openings. 

' Attic or roof insu/ation.-This cate-
gory includes roll or blanket insulation 

encased in a paper covering, fiberglass 
.batting, and loose insulation which is 
poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Mobile homes anchored with tiedowns or 
other means.-An anchored mobile home 
or trailer is one that is secured to the 
ground through the use of tiedowns, 
bolts, etc. The main purpose in anchoring 
a mobile home or trailer is to protect the 
unit from wind movement or destruction. 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes.
Mobile homes and trailers that are gather
ed close together are considered to be in 
a "group." This may be a large mobile 
home park containing many units or it 
may be a small number grouped to
gether on a single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof.-Units "with signs of water leak
age" ·are· those in which the roof shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it 
rains. "No signs of water leakage" means 
that the roof shows no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or th at 
the roof shows signs of water leakage 
but the problem causing the leakage has 
been corrected. If the signs of water 
leakage are caused by a problem inside 
the structure such as faulty plumbing, 
the unit was classified as having no 
sig~s of water leakage. 

Interior ceilings and walls.-Statistics are 
presented on whether or not there are 
open cracks or holes and broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the interior ceilings 
or walls of a housing unit. Included are 
cracks or holes that do not go all the 
way through to the next room or to the 
outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not 
large enough for a fingernail file to be 
inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not con
sidered to be open cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must 
be on the inside walls or ceilings, and at 
least one area of the broken plaster or 
peeling paint must be approximately one 
square foot or larger. . 

Interior floors.-Data are shown on 
whether there are holes in the interior 
floors of a housing unit. The holes do not 
have to go through the floor. Excluded 
are very small holes caused by nails or 
other similar objects. 

Selected structural deficiencies and wish 
to move.-The category "household 
would like to move" consists of housing 
units in which the respondent considers 
one or more of the following structural 
deficiencies so objectionable that· he 
would like to move from his unit: (1) 
A basement with signs of water leak
age, (2) roof leakage, (3) open cracks or 
holes in the interior walls or ceiling, (4) 
holes in the floor, and (5) broken plaster 
or peeling paint on the ceiling or inside 
walls. 

Overall opinion of structure.-The data 
presented are based on the respondent's 
overall opinion of his house or building 
as a place to live. The respondent was 
asked to rate the structure as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways.-The statistics on 
common stairways are presented for 
housing units in structures of two or 
more units with common stairways. The 
figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition 
of the stairway; i.e., whether there are 
loose, broken, or missing steps or stair 
railings. Common stairways are stair-

ways which are usually used by the occu· 
pants of more than one unit or by the 
general public. They may be either in· 
side ,the structure or attached to the yut-
side of the building. • 

Light fixtures in public halls.-The sta
tistics on light fixtures in public halls, 
are presented for housing units in struc· 
tures of two or more units with public 
halls which have light fixtures; and 
whether the light fixtures are in working 
order. Light fixtures include wall lights, 
ceiling lights, or table tamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used 
by the occupants of more than one unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring.-A housing unit is classi· 
fied as having exposed electric wiring if 
the unit has any wiring that is not en· 
closed, either in the walls or in metal 
coverings, or if the wiring is outside the 
walls but enclosed in some material other 
than metal. Extension cords and other 
types of wiring that extend from a wall 
outlet to an applia~ce or lamp are not 
considered as exposed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets.-A housing unit is 
classified as. having electric wall outlets 
in each room if there is at least one work· 
ing electric wall outlet or wall plug in 
each room of the unit. A working electric 
wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in 
operating condition; i.e., can be used 
when needed. If a room does not have 
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of a wall outlet is not con· 
sidered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts.-These statistics 
are for occupied housing units which have 
had an electric circuit fuse blown or 
breaker switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to the interview. The data 
are restricted to households whose head 
has been at the present address for at least 
90 days prior to the date of the interview. 
A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch 
results in the temporary loss of electricity 
until the fuse is replaced or the breaker 
switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain 
appliances or equipment (such as some 
large air coriditioners) are counted as 
"fuse or switch blowouts." 
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Parking facilities.- The statistics on park· 
ing facilities presented in this report are 
restricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude one· 
' ' family homes on 10 acres or more. The 

data refer to off-street parking facilities 
which are available in connection with 
the building. The facilities are provided 
by the landlord or manag~m_ent and must 
be available without an additional cost to 
the renter. The parking facility may be a 
garage, carport, driveway, or open lot 
where the occupant may park his car off 
the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in· 
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc
ture for the exclusive use of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 
must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all. three 
specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or 
shower) inside the structure, or that the 
toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing 
units. 

Co.mplete bathrooms.-A housing unit 1s 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as 
well as piped hot water in the structure 
for, the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the unit. A half bathroom has either 
a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, but does nOt. have all the 
facilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another 
household" consists of units with bath· 
room facilities which are also for the use 
of the occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units 
with no bathroom facilities, units with 
only a half bathroom, and' units with. all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply.-"A 
public system or private company" refers 
to a common source supplying ru_nning 
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water to six or more housing units. The 
water may be supplied by a city, county, 
Water district, or private water comp(ny, 
or it may be obtained from a well which 
supplies six or more housing units. If a 
well provides water for five or fewer 
housing units, it is classified as an "in
dividual well." Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally 
"drilled" or "dug." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or 
lakes are included in the "other" cate
gory. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply were asked when tiie unit had 
piped water inside the structure. The 

·water may be available from sources such 
as a sink, washbasin, bathtub. or shower. 
A unit is classified as having no piped 
water inside structure if the unit has no 
piped water or if the only piped water 
available is outside the structure-for ex
ample, on an open porch or iii another 
building. Data on breakdowns or failures 
of water supply are shown if the housing 
unit was occupied by the head of the 
household at least 90 days prior to the 
interview and if the breakdown or failure 
lasted 6 consecutive hours or longer dur
ing the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply mean that the unit was completely 
without running water from its regular 
source. A unit was considered to be com
pletely without running water if (1) the 
water system serving the unit supplied no 
water at all, or (2) no water was available 
in the unit due to a breakdown or failure 
in the water supply inside the structure, 
or (3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., 
faucets in the kitchen and the bathroom 
sinks, faucet and· shower in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If 
the faucet in the kitchen was broken, but 
the one in the bathtub was working, the 
unit was not classified as being com
pletely without water. 

Units with a breakdown or failure in 
the ~a.ter supply are also classified ac· 
cording to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source 
of the problem. "Problems inside the 
buildinQ" re:fer to such problems as 
broken pipes in the unit (or building) or 
turning the water off in the unit (or 
building) for maintenance and repairs. 

"Problems outside the building" refer to 
such problems as power failures, breaks in 
the main water line, or shutdowns by the 
water company for maintenance and re· 
_pairs. 

Availability of piped water.-Units with 
no piped water in the building are classi
fied by whether piped water is available 
within a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal.-A "public sewer" is 
connected to a city, county, sanitary 
district, neighborhood, or subdivision 
sewer system. It may be operated by a 
governmental body or private organiza
tion. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an 
underground tank or pit used for disposal 
of sewage. Small sewage treatment plants, 
which in some localities are calle~ neigh
borhood septic tanks, are classified as 
public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to break down or dissolve 
sewage; a privy refers to an "outhouse" 
or other small shelter outside the unit 
which contains a toilet. Units for which 
sewage -is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the ·"other" category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures in 
the means of sewage disposal are limited 
to units in which the means o~ sewage 
disposal was a public sewer, septic tank, 
or cesspool. The breakdown or failure 
may have been the result of an over· 
loaded sewage disposal system, lack of 
running water, a broken or cracked tank, 
etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the head of 
the household at least 90 days prior to 
the interview and if the breakdown or 
failure lasted 6 consecutive hours or 
longer during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Flush toilet.-The statistics on break
downs or failures of flush toilet are 
limited to units that had all P.lumbing 
facilities with i;>nly one flush toilet; that 
is, one complete bathroom or one com· 
plete bathroom plus a half bath without 
flush toilet. The flush toilet may be com
pletely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped up soil pipe, lack of welter sup
plied to the flush toilet, or some other 
reason. 

Units with breakdown or failure in 
flush toilet are classified by the number 
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of breakdowns or failures and to the most 
common source of the problem .. "Prob· 
lems inside the building" refer to such 
breakd6wns or failures as broken pipes in 
the unit (or building), a cracked or 
broke"."' bowl, or faulty flushing mecha· 
nism. "Problems outside the building" 
refer to such ·breakdowns or failures as 
breaks in the main water or sewer line or 
shutdowns by the water company for 
maintenance or repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of 
flush toilet are shown if the· housing unit 
was occupied by the head of household at 
least 90 days prior to the interview, and if 
the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con· 
secutive hours or more during the 90 days 
prior to the interview. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available.-A unit is classified 
as having a telephone if there is a tele
phone available for receiving calls to the 
occupants of the unit. The telephQne 
may be located outside or inside the 
housing unit, and one telephone may 
serve the occupants of several units. The 
number of housing units with a telephone 
available, therefore, does not indicate the 
number of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment.-"Warm·air furnace" 
refers to a central system which provides 
warm air through ducts leading to various· 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an elec
tric heating-cooling system which utilizes 
indoor and outdoo~ coils, a refrigerant, 
and a.compressor to pump hot air in dur
ing the winter and cooled air in during 
the summer. Only heat pumps that are 
ce'ntrally installed with ducts to the 
rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central 
heating system in which heat from steam 
or hot water is delivered through radi
ators or other outlets. "Built-in electric 
units" are permanently install~d in flc:>ors, 
walls, ceilings.., or baseboards. A "floor, 
wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm 
air to the room right above the furnace or 
to the room (s) on one or both sides of 
the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include cir· 
culating heaters, convectors, radiant gas 
heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene: or other 

liquid fuels, and which are connected to a 
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke 
and fumes. "Room heaters without flue" 
include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosehe which is 
not connected to a flue, vent, or chim· 
ney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable 
heaters" include room heaters that burn 
coal, coke, charcoal, wood or other 
solids. It also includes portable room 
heaters that burn kerosene, gasoline, fuel 
oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as port
able electric heaters that get current from 
an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heat
ing equipment had been removed, the 
equipment used by the last occupants was 
to be reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating 
equipment, data are shown for units 
occupied by the household head during 
the winter prior to the interview if the 
equipment was unusable f6r 6 consecu
tive hours or longer during that time. To 
qualify as having lived here "last winter," 
the household head must have moved 
into the unit prior to February 1977. 

Heating equipment is considered un· 
usable if it cannot be Used for the pur
poses intended; the breakdown or faiTUre 
may be caused by broken pipes, electrical 
or· gas parts out of order, or downed 
power lines. 

Insufficient heat.-The statistics'presented 
refer to housing units in which the house· 
hold head occupied the unit during the 
winter prior to the date of the interview. 
To qualify as having lived here "last 
winter," the household head must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 
1977. 

Separate data are shown for units with . 
additional heat source, rooms which 
lacked specified heat soUrce, and units 
with closed rooms. The term "specified 
heating equipment" includes warm-air 
furnace; steam or hot water systems; 
built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipe
less furnace; and room heaters with flue. 
Excluded are room heaters without flue 
or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable 
heaters. 

The data on additional heat source 
refer to units with "specified heating 
equipment" which had to use additional 

sources of heat to supplement the regular 
heating system because the regular system 
did not provide enough heat. Additional 
sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the mornings or on 
very cold evenings. Electric blankets, 
heating pads, or hot water bottles are not 
considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" 
include rooms lacking hot air ducts, reg
,isters, radiators, and room heaters. The 
intent of this item was to identify rooms 
in units with "specified heating equip
ment" which did not contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The 
kitchen was not considered to be a room 
for this item. 
1 

Separate data are also shown for 
rooms which were closed because they 
could not be.kept warm. The rooms must 
have been closed for 7 consecutive days 
or longer during the previous winter, and 
the unit must have "heat.ing equipment." 
For ·this item, also, the kitchen was not 
considered a room. 

Air conditioning.-Air conditioning is de· 
fined as the cooling of air by a refrigera
tion ~nit; excluded are evaporative 
coolers, fans, or blowers which are not 
connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 
is installed in a window or an outside wall 
and is generally intended to cool one 
room, although it may sometimes be used 

.to cool more than one room. A central 
system is a central installation which air
conditions the entire housing unit. In an 
apartment building, a central system may 
cool all apartments. in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central 
system. or there may be several systems, 
each providing central air conditioning 
for a group of apartments. A central 
installation with individual room controls 
is a central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.-Statis· 
tics on "automobiles available" represent 
the number of passenger automobiles, 
including station wagons and vans/which 
are owned or regularly used by any mem· 
ber of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. The figures 
include leased automobiles, taxicabs, and 
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company-owned automobiles kept at 
home. Police cars, pickups, or larger 
trucks were not to be coun_ted. In the 
1973 Annual Housing Survey, taxicabs 
kept at. home were not included in the 
count of "automobiles available." 

The data on "trucks available" repre
sent the number of pickups and small 
panel trucks of one-ton capacity or less 
which are owned or regularly used by any 
member of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were included only if 
also used for personal activities of house
hold members. · 

The statistics do not reflect the num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own· 
ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used for house heating and cook· 
ing-"Utility gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a central 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas"' is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Kerosene, etc." includes 
kerosene, gasoline, alcohol: and other 
combustible liquids. "Solar heat" refers 
to a system installed in the unit which 
utilizes the energy available in sunlight 
to gain and store heat. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel such as briquettes 
made of pitch and sawdust, coal dust, 
corncobs. or purchased steam. 

I 
Owned second home.-A second home 
may be a single-family' house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski° lodge, etc., 

. ' which is ovvned and held for use some· 
time during t,he year by the owner or 
members of the household. Second homes 
may also be owned in partnership or on a 
shared basis with members of a different 
household. The figures include second 
homes which are sometimes rented or 
leased on a short-term basis to other 
persons but are principally held for the 
owner's occasional use during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households that own (one or more) sec-. 
ond homes. The data, th·e~efore, do not 
reflect the number of owned second 
homes. (See also discussion of vacant 
units "Held for occasional use" in section 
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on "Occupancy and Vacancy Character· 
istics.") 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Garbage collection service.-A housing 
unit is classified as having garbage col
lection service if either a private or public 
company collects the trash or garbage on 
a regular basis and carries it to public 
disposal areas. Units with garbage collec
tion service are classified.by the frequency 
of the service. In some areas where the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, 
etc.) by another, data are obtained only 
for the garbage collection service. 

If the household does not have garbage 
collection service, the means of garbage 
disposal is classified as follows: 

Incinerator, trash chute, or com
pactor.-An incinerator is a large unit 
on the property designed to burn all 
trash and garbage. Trash chutes and 
compactors were marked as the means 
of garbage disposal when the final 
means of disPosal was 'not knoWn; i.e., 
if the resp'ondent knew only that the 
garbage was put down a trash chute or 
that the garbage goes into a compactor. 
A compactor is a unit which packs 
trash and garbage into smaller units _for 
disposal. 

Garbage disposal unit.-A garbage dis· 
posal unit is connected to the kitchen 
sink and grinds up the garbage which is 
disposed of through the sewage 
system. 

Other means-It the method of dis
posal does not fall into any of the clas· 
sifications specified, it is classified as 
_:other means." 

The statistics on garbage and irash col
lection service presented in part D are re
stricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent ls paid and 'exclude one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
data refer to whether or not the cost of 
garbage and trash collection service is 
paid by the renter. 

Exterminator service.-The statistics on 
exterminator service refer to households 
that have been at their present address 

for at least 3 months prior to the date of 
the interview and who reported that they 
had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house.or build· 
ing during the 'last 3 months. Signs of 
mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the· wall, or 
ripped or torn food containers. "Regular 
extermination service" refers to' periodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual 
who uses chemicals and sprays to control 
or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval· may be once ~ month, 
four times a year, or any other such in· 
terval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is 
called only when needed by the house· 
hold or building manager, or '""".here it is 
known that a building is serviced but it 
is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. "No extermination 
service" includes units in a house or 
building that has not been serviced during 
the 12 months prior to the interview and 
where it is not known if there is any ex· 
terminator service. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighbor
hood services.-The statistics presented 
are based on the respondent's opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood. 
Thus, the respondent's answer may 
or may not reflect the "act"ual" de
scriptiOn of the neighborhood. Further
more, the respondent may not have the 
same opinion as a neighbor about the 
neighborhood conditions and/or 'neighbor
hood services; for example, the resp~nd
ent may feel that the street lighting 
or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
satisfactory while the neighbor may not. 

' 
Neighborhood conditions, and neigh
borhood conditions and wish to 
move. -Data on neighborhoOO con
ditions are· based on the respondent's 
answers to a two-part question con
cerning specific conditions existing in 
the neighborhood. The respondent was 
asked (1) if the condition was present 
in the neighborhood and, (2) if present, 
how the respondent felt about it by 
selecting one of the following cate
gories: (a) does not bother, (b) bothers 
a little, (c) bothers very much, (d) 
bothers so much would like to move. 
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1. Airplane noiSe.-This category 
refers to the respondent's opinion 
concerning noise made by airplanes 
in landing or· taking off or sonic 
booms from nearby airpqrts or 
military bases. 

2. Street noise.-Street noise refers 
to noise made by children playing 
outdoors, noise from a factory or 
business, or any other sounds that 
the respondent considers street 
noise. 

3. Heavy traffic.-This category 
refers to the presence of cars and/or 
trucks·which the respondent classi· 
fies aS heavy traffic. 

4. Streets need repair.-The data 
are based on the respondent's opin
iori that the streets, either paved or 
unpaved, are continually in need of 
.repair or are bordered by open 
ditches used for water o~ sewage 
drainage. 

5. Roads impassable.-This cate· 
gory refers to roads that the re· 
spondent reported to be neglected 
by State, county, or city crews dur· 
ing snowstorms, heavy rainstorms, 
or other such conditions that make 
a road impassable. 

6. Poor street lighting.-Poor street 
lighting includes areas, in the opin
ion of the respondent, that have no 
street lighting, streets with insuffici
ent lighting, and streets where the 
lighting does not work adequately. 

7. Crime.-This category refers to 
all forms of street and neighbor· 
.hood crime such as petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burg· 
lary, etc., or any related activities 
that the respondent judges to be 
a crime. 

8. Litter.-lncluded are all types of 
trash, debris, or junk such as p~per, 
cans, or abandoned cars in the 
Street, on empty lots, or on proper
ties on the street which the re-

. spondent considers as litter. 

9. Abandoned buildings.-Aban-
doned buildings refer to both single 
and multiunit buildings which the 
respondent reported to be aban
doned or boarded up. Included in 

this category are remains of pre
vious buildings. 

10. Housing in rundown condi
tion.-This category refers to occu
pied housing units which, in the re
spondent's opinion, are in rundown 
condition. 

11. Commercial or industrial.-This 
category refers .to commerc.ial, in
dustrial, or other activities, includ
ing both large and small industries 
as well as businesse.s an~ stores, that 
the respondent considers to be non
residential. 

12. Odors.-This category refers to 
the respondent's opinion concern

. ing fumes, smoke, or gas !=Oming 
from cars, trucks, nearby industries·, 
factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services. -Data on 
neighborhood services are based on th_e 
respondent's answer to a two·part 
question concerning neighborhood 
services. The respondent was asked (1) 
if a particular neighborhood service 
was satisfactory, and, (2) if not satis
factory, how the resp~ndent felt about 
the service by selecting one of the 
following categories: (a) does not 
bother, (b) bothers a little, (c) bothers 
very much, (d) bothers so much wou Id 
like to move. 

1. Public transportation.-These 
data reflect the respondent's opin
ion of the availability of public 
transportation, such as ~us, subway, 
or taxicab service. 

2. Schools.-These statistics reflect 
the respondent's opinion about the 
schools in the neighborhood. such 
as the proximity of the school, pop
ulation of the student body, etc. 

3. Neighborhood shopping.-This 
category refers to the respondent's 
opinion regarding stores, such as 
grocery or drug stores, in this vicin
ity, and their merchandise, prices, 
or services. 

4. Police protection.-This cate
gory refers to the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, qual
ity, quantity. and response time of 

services th.at should be provided by 
the police. 

5. Outdoor recreation facilities, 
such as parks, playgrounds or swim
ming pools.-This category refers 
to the respondent's assessment of 
neighborhood · outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

6. Hospitals and health clinics.
. This category refers to the quality 
and proximity of health facilities, 
etc., serving the local community 
in the opinion of the respondent. · 

Neighborhood services and wish to 
move. -The category "household 
would like to move" consists of hous
ing units in which the respondent con
siders one or more of the specified 
neighborhood services (such as public 
transportation) so inadequate or un
satisfactory that the respondent wouli:l 
like to move from the neighborhood. 

The figures shown for the cate· 
gories under "household would like to 
move" will not add to the total be
cause more than one inadequa~e service 
may have been reported for the same 
urlit. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood.-The 
data presented are based on the re
spondent's overall opinion of the 
neighborhood according to the street 
oonditions and the neighborhood serv· 
ices available (described in preceding 
par<igr~phs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. Data are 
also sh.own for wish to move because 
of undeSirable street conditions cross· 
classified· by the respondent's overall 
opinion of the neighborhood. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value.-Value is the respondent's esti
mate of how much the property (house 
and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. 
The statistics on value are shown only 
for one·family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop
erty. Owner-occupied cooperatives, con· 
dominiums,. mobile homes, and trailers 
are excluded from the value tabulations. 
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Value-income ratio.-The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing t~e value 
of the housing unit by the tota.1 money 
income of the family or primary indi· 
vidual. The data are presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which 
"value" was tabulated (see "Value" for 
exclusions). The ratio was computed 
separately for each unit and was rounded 
to the nearest tenth. In reporting value, 
respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints 
of the value intervals were used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, 
except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned 
for values less than $5,000 and a mean of 
$165,000 was assigned for values of 
$150,000 or more. For income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied 
by families or primary individuals who re
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed.'' 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked.-For vacant units, the 
sales price is the amount asked for the 
property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the 
property is sold. The statistics on sales 
price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the 
property. 

Garage or carport on property.-The 
garage or carport must be currently 
available for use by the occupants of the 
unit; i.e., members of the household can 
use it for parking even if it is currently 
used as a storage area for items such as 
lawn equipment or furniture. It may be 
attached to the house or it may be com· 
pletely unattached, but it must be on the 
property. Excluded are garages or car· 
ports that have been converted to other 
uses such as living quarters, an area used 
for business purposes, an area rented to 
someone else, or for some reason cannot 
be used for parking. 

Mortgage or debt status.-Mortgage status· 
refers to one-family homes and debt 
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status refers to mobile homes and trailers. 
Units with no mortgage or similar debt 
outstanding on the property comprise the 
category "owned free and clear.'' Also in· 
eluded in this category are housing units 
in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occu· 
pant owns the unit but leases, rents, or 
pays a fee for the use. of the land. 

Mortgage status-The data are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres without a com· 
mercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative 
and condominium units. A mortgage or 
similar debt refers to all forms of debt 
where the property is pledged as secur
ity for payment of the debt. ft in
cludes such debt instruments as deeds 
of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three 
arrangements, usually a third party, 
known as the trustee, holds the title to 
the property until the debt is paid. In 
the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller 
(vendor) reserves, in the. deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure 
payment of the balance of the pur
chase price. Also included as a mort
gage or similar debt are contracts to 
purchase, land contracts, and lease· 
purchase agreements where the title to 
the property remains with the seller 
until the agreed upon payments have 
been made by the buyer. 

Debt status. - The data are limited to 
owner-occupied mobile homes and 
trailers on less than 10 acres. Units 
where payments are being made 
toward the purchase of the mobile 
home or trailer comprise the category, 
"Installment loan or contract." 

Mortgage insu ranee.-The data are re
stricted to owner-occupied units with a 
mortgage or similar debt. In addition, 
the units must be one-family homes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. Owner-occupied co
operatives, condominiums, mobile homes, 
and trailers are excluded from the tabu· 
lations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial protec
tion provided to the lender in case the 
borrower fails to keep up the r'quired 
mortgage payments arid defaults on the 
loan. Such insurance protection is offered 
by both the Gover~ment, acting as an in
surance agent, and by private mortgage 
insurance companies. The Federal .govern· 
ment agencies that c~rrently insure or 
guarantee mortgages or similar debts in· 
elude the Federal Housing AdministratioO 
(FHA). the Veterans' Administration 
(VA), and the Farmers Home Administra· 
tion. Mortgages or loans that are not in· 
sured or guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the 
Farmers Home Administration are re
ferred to as "conventional" mortgages. 
Mortgage debts insured or guaranteed by 
State or local government agencies are 
not included in the category "Insured by 
FHA, VA, or Farmers Home Administra
tion". 

The Federal Housing Administration 
insures loans on homes. The Veterans' 
Administration guarantees or insures 
loans under the Serviceman's Readjust· 
ment Act (G.l.Bill). The Farmeis Home 
Administration provides much the same 
service as FHA, but confines its assistance 
to rural areas. 

Private mortgage insurance companies 
provide insurance protection to lenders so 
that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than 
noninsured loans. Downpayment and 
monthly payment are often less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are Qenerally 
longer and the borrower pays an insur
ance premium as part of the monthly 
mortgage payment. The data on private 
mortg~ge insurance is riot separable from 
data on other conventional loans and is 
therefore included in the category "Not 
insured or insured by private mortgage in· 
surance." 

Real estate taxes last year.-The data are 
.restricted to owner-occupied, o~e-family 
homes on less than 10 acres without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile hom~s. and 
trailers. "Real estate taxes last year" 
refers to the total amount of all real 
estate taxes payable on the entire prop· 
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erty during the last billing period. It in
cludes State and local real estate taxes. 
Not included are ·payments on delinquent 
taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessmerits, facilities, or serv
ices. When the real estate taxes are in· 
eluded with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In' p·art C, the mean real estate taxes 
for last year per $1,000 value of the prop
erty (house and lot) are presented. Hous· 
ing units for which no taxes are paid are 
excluded from the computation of the 
mean. 

Property insufance.-This refers to fire 
and hazard insurance; that is, policies 
which Protect the unit and its contents 
against loss due to damage by fire, 
lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included 
since this type of insurance has fire and 
hazard insurance togethe-r with other 
types of homeoWner protection such as 
liability. If the c_ost of the insurance was 
included as part of the mortgage pay· 
ments, a separate amount for the insur
ance was obt'ained. The amount . of the 
insurance premium reported was the 
amount pclid for an entire 12-month 
period even if made in two or more in
stallments. Property insurance is shown 
only as a component of "Selected mon
thly housing costs" and "Selecteq mon
thly housing costs as percentage of in
come." (See parts A, C, and E.) The data 
are presented separately for owner-occu
pied, one·family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop
erty , and for owner-occupied 'mobile 
homes ·and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The 'data exclude owner-occupied co
operative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs.-T~e 

data are presented separately for owner· 
occupied, one-family homes on less than 
10 acres without a commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and ~railers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied coop
erative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown for units "with a 
mortgage" and for units "owned free 

and clear." Selected monthly housing 
costs is the sum of payments for mortgage 
or loan outstanding, real estate taxes 
(including taxes on mobile home or trail· 
er site if the site is owned), property in· 
surance, utilities (elec~ricity, gas, water, 
and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, kero
sene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households that had a mortgage or 
similar debt but failed to report the 
amount of their payment and/or those 
households that did not report their real 
estate taxes were included in the "not re
ported" category. Likei:vise, for mobile 
homes and trailers, households that had 
an installment loan or contract but failed 
to report their loan payment and/or their 
taxes were also included in the "not re· 
ported" category. 

Selected monthly hoUsing costs as per
centage of income.-The yearly housing 
costs (selected monthly housing costs 
multiplied by 12) are expressed as a per
'centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. This percentage is 
presented for the same owner·occupied 
units for which "selected monthly hous
ing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, 
see "Selected monthly housing costs"). 
The percentage was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. For income and "selected 
monthly housing costs" the dollar 
amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who re
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the 
amount of, or did not pay mo~gage or 
similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

· Acquisition of property. -This item in
dicates how the current owner acquired 
the property; i.e., whether by purchase 
or by means other than purchase. Data 
are presented for one-family homes 
which are on less than 10 acres, owned 
free and clear and without a commercial 
establishment or mediCal or dental office 
on the property. 

Placed or assumed a mortgage. -This 
includes units where the present owner 

had to place one or more new mart· 
gages in order to obtain the property 
or assumed an existing mortgage on 
the property. The intent is to deter· 
mine whether the property was ever 
mortgaged by the' present occupants 
even though there was no mortgage at 
the time of the int~rview. 

Acquired through inheritance or gift.
This includes property acquired as a 
beneficiary of an estate and propei.rty · 
acquired through a gift. 

Paid all cash.-ln these cases, the 
owner paid cash for the total cost of 
the property and no mortgage or other 
similar debt was involved. 

Acquired in other manner.-This cate
gory includes acquisitions of proper· 
ties through foreclosure, delinquent 
tax sale, corporate reorganization, or 
trade for another property. Also in
cluded are those cases in which the 
owner acquired the property with bor· 
rowed funds (for all or part of the pur· 
chase price or cost' of construction) 
and this loan was not secured by the 
property; i.e., a mortgage, deed of 
trust, land contract, etc. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 
months.-The statistics refer to the 12 
months prior to the interview and are re
stricted to owner-occupied, one-family 
homes on less than 10 acres without.a 
commercial establishment. or medical or 
dental office on the property. 

The data are presented according to 
whether the alterations and repairs cost 
less than $200 or $200 or 111v,c. The total 
cost of the labor and materials was to be 
reported. However, if the labor was -per
formed by the occupants or · provided 
without charge, only tt{e cost of the 
materials was obtained. The cost pertains 
to a single job; for example, if several jobs 
were done, each costing less than $200 
but the sum total was over $200, it was 
reported as costing less than $200 since 
none of the jobs by themselves cost 
$200 or more. 

Additions. -Additions refer to floor 
space built onto, above, or below an 
existing unit in order to increase the 
enclosed space within the house; for 
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example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be 
construction of other buildings on the 
property. The building, such as a 

. garage, may no.t necessarily be at
tached. 

Alterations. - These are permanent 
changes made either to the inside or 
outside of a structure including the 
surrounding grounds. Alterations in
side the structure include any type of 
rerncxteling resulting in permanent 
modification of space; for example, 
construction of a breakfast nook in a 
kitchen. It may involve completely re
modeling a room, such as a kitchen or 
bathroom. or a structural change, such 

.as separation of living and dining 
areas by a permanent room divider. It 
may also include attached equipment 
installed in the house for the first 
time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Altera
tions outside the structure consist of 
installing walks, driveways, fences, 
storm windows or doors, planting trees 
or shrubbery, or swimming pools built 
into the. ground. 

Replacements. - This refers to the com
plete substitution of a new piece of 
fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed 
appliances for an old item that was 
previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning 
system for one that no longer tune- . 
tioned properly. Excluded are appli.
an.ces such as clothes washers, refrig
erators, or window air-conditioners. 

Repairs. - This refers to jobs necessary 
for maintenance and preventive care of 
the structure, property, or fixed equip
ment; for example, painting, papering, 
floor sanding, mending water pipes, 
and replacing parts of large equipment 
such as a furnace valve. 

Plans for improvements during the next 
12 months.-This item is restricted to 
owner-occupieC:J, one-family homes. on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. This item refers to the 
respondent's plans, if any, to make im· 
provements on the property (additions, 
alterations, replacements, or repairs) 
during the 12-month period following 

App-18 

the interview and whether the labor and/ 
or materials ·tor any one job would cost 
more or less than $200. 

Purchase price of mobile home.-This 
item refers to owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on l,ess than 10 acres. 
The purchase price is the total cost of 
the mobile home or trailer at the time 
of purchase including the downpayment 
but exclu~fing site costs or closing costs. 
The "not purchased'; category refers to 
mobile homes and trailers that were not 
purchased by any occupant of the unit; 
for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 

Year mobile home acquired.-This item 
pertains to awrier-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
"Year acquired" is the calendar year that 
the current owner took possession of the 
mobile home or trailer, not the year 
the mobile home or trailer was manu
factured. "Acquired" includes purchase 
as well as other forms of taking possession 
such as inheritance, gift, tiade, and 
foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new.-The data 
pertain to owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Ac· 
quired new" means that' no other person 
or family lived in the mobile home or 
used it for a business, etc., before the 
present owner acquired it. 

Contract rent.-Contract rent is the 
monthly rent agreed to. or contracted 
for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or 
services are included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes and mo· 
bile homes and trailers on 10 acres or 
more. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown sep· 
arately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabu· 
lations. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent, termed 
"gross rent," is the contract rent plus. the 
estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) a·nd fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) if these items 
are paid for by the r~nter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative, wel
fare agency, or friend) in addition to rent. 

Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed 
to. or contracted for, regardless of any 
furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices in the inclusion of 
utilities and fuel as part of the rental pay
ment. The estimated costs of water and 
fuels are reported on a yearlY basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in 
the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude. one· 
family houses on 10 acres or more. 
Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separa~ely as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent 1in nonsubsidized housing.
The gross rent for nonsubsidized housing 
units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, 
State, or local government rent subsidies, 
as well as One-family homes on 10 acres 
or more. Data on nonsubsidized units in 
this report are not based on government 
or local records; the figures are, thert?fore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income.-The 
yearly grciss rent (r:ionthly gross rent 
multiplied oy 121 is expressed as a. per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. The ,:percentage 
is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent waS tabulated; 
thus, the statistic~ on gross rent as per
centage o't income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied units. The per· 
centage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the ne;:arest 
whole number. For gross rent an? in
come, the dollar amounts were used in 
the computation. Units for which no cash 
rent was paid and units occupied by fami
lies or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net ·loss comprise the 
category "not computed." 

The 1977 income statistics' are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as 
percentage of income.-This item was 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

computed in the same manner as "gross 
rent as percentage of income" except that 
rents and incomes for public and sub
sidized housing units were excluded. 
Data on no~subsidized units in this re
port are not based on government or 
local records; they are, therefore, sub· 
ject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 

nonsubsidized housing. · 

Inclusion in rent, (parking facilities, gar· 

bage and trash collection, and furniture).-
, Counts are shown separately for units in 

which parking facilities, garbage ... and trash 

collection, and furniture are included in 
the rent. The data are restricted to renter· 
occupied units for which cash rent is paid 
and exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more. 

Parking facilities. -The statistics-refer 
to off-street parking facilities which 
are available .in connectio:i with the 
buildi.ng. The facilities are provided by 
the landlord or management and must 
be. available without additional cost to 
the renter. The parki':'g facility may be 
a garage, carport, driveway, or open 
lot :where the occupant may park his 
car off the street. 1 

Garbage and trash collection.-lncluded 
are units which have garbage and 

··trash collection service available in 
·.connection with the building. The 
Service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional 
cost to the renter. If the garbage (food 
waste) is collected by one company 
and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by 
another, the data refer to the garbage 
collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9, 
Separate counts are also shown for 
renter-occupied units reporting addi
tional amounts paid for garbage and 
trash collection service. 

Furniture. - The statistics refer to furn
ished apartments or houses in which 

' the management supplied major pieces 
of furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest 
of drawers, and table and chairs for 
the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
cooking range or stove, lamps, and 
rugs are not considered furniture. 
Units in which the occupants rent 

furniture from some source other than 
the management are not classified as 
furnished units. 

' 
Rent asked.-For vacant units, the rent is 
the amount asked for the unit at the time 
of the interview and may differ from the 
rent contracted for when the unit was 
Occupied. The data are for vacant, year
round units for rent, excluding one
family homes on 10 acres or more. The 
median rent asked is shown separately 
for units in which the rent includes pay
ment for utilities (electricity, gas, and 
water) and fuels. {oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also 
shown for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities and fuels, as well as 
garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private; or subsidized housing.
A housing unit is classified as being in a 
"public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by 
a local housing authority or other public 
agency, such as a housing and redevelop
ment authority or a housing development 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State government.but 
the I ocal agency owns the property. All 
other housing units are classified . as 
"private housing." 

Private housing units are further classi
fied by whether the unit is subsidized; 
that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local govern
ment progrcim pays part of the cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or 
operating expenses. These programs in
clude (1) the interest subsidy programs of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for rental and co
operative housing for moderate-income 
fa~ilies. (2) the rent supplement program 
where part of the ren.t for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) 

the direct loan program of HUD for hous
ing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized 
housin9 exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addi: 
tion, the data are not based on govern-

ment or local, re.cords; the figures are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a re
spondent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists of all 
the persons who occupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households 
is the same as the count of occupied 
housing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head"; 
that is, the person who is regarded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
However, if a married woman living with 
her husband is reported as the head, her 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition or type of house
hold.-:-Statistics by age of head are pre
sented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person house
holds. Households having two or more 
persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela
tives. -Each household in this group 
consists of the head and his wife, and 
other persons, if any, all of whom are 
related to him. In parts B and F, the 
category "husband-wife" consists of 
the head and his wife and all other per
sons occupying the unit whether or 
not they are related to the head. 

Other male head. -This category in
cludes households with male heads 
who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason 
where husband and wife maintain sep· 
arate residences; and male heads who 
are widowed, divorced, or single. In 
parts A, C, D, and E, this category in· 
eludes households with male head, 
wife present and nonrelatives. living 
with them. In parts B and F, all "male 
head, wife present" households are in
cluded in the "husband-wife" cate
gory. 

Female head.-This group comprises 
households with female heads regard· 
less of their marital status. Included 
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are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for' 
example, husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one per· 
son are shown separately as "one-person 
households" and are not included in the 
subcategories "other male head" and 
"female head." 

" ' . 

Family or priinary individual.-Housing 
units are occupied by either "families" 
or "primary individuals." The term 
"family" refers to the head of a house
hold and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household who are 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. If the head lives alone or 
with non relatives only, then the head 
is considered a "primary individual." 

Married couples related to the head of· 
a family are included in the family and 
are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant,· or other persons unre
lated to the head is considered a member 
of-the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household Composi· 
tion, families are always included in one 
of. the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. ·Primary indi
viduals with nonrelatives living with them 
are tabulated as "other male head" or 
"female head." Primary individuals Jiving 
alone are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily.-A subfamily is .a married 
couple with or without children, or one 
parent with one or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house
hold or his wife. The most common ex
ample of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing \he home of the husband's 
or wife's parents. 

Age of head.-The age classification re
fers to the age reported for the head of 
the household as of that person's last 
birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over.-All per
sons, including the head, who are members 
of the household and are 65 years old and 
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over, are included in the count of persons 
65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"own" children of household heads are 
shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child 
if he or she is a single (never married) son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of 
subfamilies are excluded from the total 
count of own children. 

Other relative of head.-This category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood, marriage, or adoption except wife 
or child of head and members of &Jb· 
families. 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers,.boarders, lodgers, 
partners, resident employees, wards, and 
foster children are included in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head.
The statistics refer to the highest grade 
of regu far school completed and not to 
the higtiest grade attended. For persons 
still attending school, the highest grade 
completed. is one less than the one in 
which they are currently enrolled. "Reg
ular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or 
parochial schools, colleges, universities, or 
professional schools, whether day or 
night school, and whether attendance was 
full or part time. That is, "regular school
ing" is formal education which may ad
vance a person toward an elementary or 
higti· school diploma, or college, univer
sity, or professional school degree. 
Schooling or tutoring in other than regu: 
lar schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to 
a school in the regular school system. 
Household heads whose highest grade 
completed was in a foreign_school system 
or in an ungraded school were instructed 
to report' the approximate equivalent 
grade (or years) in the regular United 

. States school system. They were not re
ported as having completed a given grade 
if they dropped out or failed to pass 

the last grade attended. Education re
ceived in the following types of schools is 
not counted as "regular schooling." 
Vocational schools, trade schools, busi· 
ness schools, and non-credit adult educa
tion classes. 

Means of transportation and distance and 
travel time to work.-The· statistics are 
restricted to household head~ who had a 
job the week prior to the interview. A 
job is defined as a definite arrangement 
for regular part-time or full;time work for 

'pay every week or every m~nth. Heads 
who do not report to the salne place of 
work eVery day comprise the "No fixed 
place of work" category. 

Head's principal means of transporta
tion to work.-lf different means of 
transportation are used qn different 
days, the means used most often is 
recorded. If more than one means of 
transportation is used eaf:h day, the 
means covering the greatest distance is 
recorded. 'A "carpool" is where one or 
more persons regularly ride in the car 
with the head; the head may share 
driving, drive others, or ride with 
someone else. The category "mass 
transportation" includes railroad, sub
way, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to', work.-The 
statistics refer to the one-way distance 
the head of household travels from 
home to work. 

Travel time from home to work.-The 
data refer to the average time it takes 
the household head to travel one-way 
from home•to work. ' 

Income.-The statistics on income in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions on in
come for the 12 months prior to the in
terview and is the sum of the amounts 
reported for wage and salary· income, net 
self-employment income, Social Security 
or railroad retirement income, public 
assistance or welfare payments, and all 
other money income. The figures repre
sent the amount of income received 
before deductions for persOnal income 
ta~es, Social Security, union dues, bond 
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purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to 
the money income of the family or pri
mary individual occupying the housing 
unit; i.e., the sum of tf:le income of the 
head of the family and all other members 

of the family 14 years old and over, or 
the income of the primary individual. 
Incomes of persons living in the unit 

but not related to the head of the house
hold are not included in th is sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the 
total money earnings received for work 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the 12-month period prior to the 
interview. It includes Wages, salaries, 
piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, 
cash bonuses, and Armed Force~ pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined ~s net 
money income (gross receipts minus 
operating expenses) received from a busi
ness, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self· 
employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts. of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per· 
sons, dependents of d.eceased insured 
workers, or. disabled workers; and deduc· 
tions for Medicare and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also in
cluded. Separate payments received for 
hospital or other medical care are not 
included. 

Income from all other sources includes 
money income received from sources 

such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts· from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistance 
programs, such as old age assistance, aid 
to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re

·ceived for transportation and/or subsis
tence by persons participating in special 
governmental training programs such as 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training 
Act workmen's compensation cash bene
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of de
ceased veterans; public or private pen
sions; periodic receipts from· insurance 
policies or annuities; alimony or chpd 
support from persons who are not mem
bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
and nonservice scholarships and fellow
ships. 

Receipts from the following sources 
were not included as income: Value of 
income "in kind," such as free living 
quarters, housing subsidies, food stamps, 
or food produced and consumed in the 
home; money received from the sale of 
property (unless the recipient was en
gaged in the business of selling such prop
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with· 
drawal of bank deposits; accrued interest 
on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and lump
sum insurance payments, inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the charac
teristics of the household refer to differ
ent periods in time. For 1977, the income 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the 
interview and the household characteris· 
tics refer to the date of the interview. For 
1970, income data refer to the calendar 
year 1969, but the household character
istics refer to April 1;1970. Thus. family 
income does not include amounts re
ceived by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the in· 
come period if these persons no longer 
resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family in·· 
come includes amounts reported by re
lated persons who did not reside with the 
family during the entire income period 
but who were members of the family at 
the time of the interview. For most 
families, however, the income reported 
was received by persons who were mem
bers of the family throughout the income 
period. 

There may be significant differences in 
the income data between the. Annual 
Housing Survey af!d Other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For exam
ple, the time period for income data in 
the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while 
other income data generally refer to thf 
calendar year prior' to the date of the in
terview. Additional differences in the in
come data may be attributed to factors 
such as the 1 various ways income ques
tions are asked, the sampling variability 
and nonsampling errors between the An
nual Housing Survey and other Bureau 
surveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro
cedures. 
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Urban and rural residence.-Urban hous· 
,ing comprises all housing units in 'urban· 
ized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabi· 
tants or more outside urbanized are.as. 
More specifically, urban housing consists 
of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as 
cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska) .. 
and towns (except in the New England 
States, New York, and .WiscOnsin). .but 
excluding those housi_ng units .in the rural 
portions of extended cities; (b) unincor· 
porated places of 2,500 inhabita.nts or 
more; and (c) other territory, .inc;:or
porated or un_incorporated, included in 
urbanized areas. Housing units not classi
fied as urban .constitute rural housing. 
Information on the historical develop
ment of the urban-rural definition ap
pears in the 1970 Population Censu~ 

PC ( 1) ·A reports. 
In the Annual Housing Survey, the 

urban and rural residence classification of 
' the housing ur:1its is the s·am1{ as in the 

1970 census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence.-ln rural areas, 
occupied housing units are subdivided 
into rural-farm housing, which comprises 
all rural units on farms, and rural·ilon
farm housing, which comprises the re- · 
maining rural units. OccUpied ·housing 
units are classified as farm units if they 
are located on plJces of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm produCts· 
amounted to $50 or mOre during the 
12-month period prior to the in"terview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of farm products amounted · 
to $250 or more during the 12-month 
period prior to the interview. Occupied 
units in rural territory which do not meet 
the definition for farm' housing are classi-
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fied as nonfarm. All vacant units in rural 
areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties 

The primary divisions of most of the 
States are termed counties; in Louisiana, 
the corresponding .areas are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this 
State, areas designated as census divisions 
have been defined for general statistical 
purposes by the State in cooperation with 
the· Census Bureau and are treated as 
county equivalents. Four States (Mary
land, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) con· 
tain one or . more. cities that are inde
pendent of any c~unty; for statistical pur· 
poses, these independent cities are treated 
as COUt;ltY equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan. Statistical Areas 

The definiti6ns of standard metropolitan 
statistical areas used in the Annual Hous
ing .Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used. in the 1970 census. These include 
the 228 SMSA's as defined and named in 
the. Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 
1967, U.S .. Government Printing Office, 
Washingto~_. D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were de· 

. fined in January 1968 and an additional 
13 were defined in February 1971 on the 
basis of the results of the 1970 census. 
Cli"i:!nges in SMSA. definition criteria, 
bou"ndaries, and titles made after Febru· 
ary 1971 are not reflected in this ~ries of, 
reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office 
of Management and Budget (formerly 
B~reau of the Budget). 

Except irl the New England States, a 
standard metropolitan Statistical area is a 
county' or group of contiguous counties 
whi,ch contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with 
a c_ombined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties 
containing such a city or cities, contig
uous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain .criteria, they are 
social.Iv and economically integrated with 
the central city. In the New England 
States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must in· 
elude at least one central city, and the 
complete title of an SMSA identifies the 

central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining 
SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget 
publication cited above. 

In this report, figures for "in central 
cities" refer to all housing units within 

· the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include spme hous· 
ing units in parts of the city classified as 
rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introductory text of this 
report, the 1977 Annual Housing Survey 
was conducted by.personal interview.The 
survey interviewers were instructed to 
read the questions directly from' the ques
tionnaire. The definitions and explana· 
tions given for each subject are: to a con
siderable ex tent, drawn frorry various 
technical and procedural materials used in 
the collection of the data. This material 
helped. the field interviewers to under· 
stand more fully the intent of each ques
tion and thus to resolve problem or un
usual cases. Additional explanatory infor
mation has been added to this portion of 
the text to assist the user in understand
ing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1976 
Annual Housing Surveys.-MoSt of the 
concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 th rough 1977 reports are essentially 
the same. However, there are significant 
differences in the measurement of losses 
from 1970 between the 1973 report and 
the 1974 throu9'> 1977 reports. In the 
1974. through 1977 reports, the data 
refer to losses of individual housing units, 
but, in 1973, a housir:ig unit w~s counted 
as a loss only when the whole structure 
in which the unit was located was lost 
from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1977 reports is the 1970 census 
unpublished tabulations; however, the 
1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published and un~ublished tabula· 
tions. 

Additional differences, if any, are dis
cussed under the particular subject later 
in the section. Because of the, re.latively 
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sfnall sample size, particular care should 
be taken in makirig year to Year compari· 
sbnS, especially Where there are sriiall 
differences between th~ figures (see 
appendix 8). 

Comparability ~ith 1970 Census of Hous
ing d~ta.-The concepts and definitions 
are essentially the ·same for "items that 
appear in both the 1970 census and the 
1977 survey. 

There· is·a mcijbr difference, ·however, 
·in the time peri6d of the "rece~t"mOve;" 
classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, 
"recent ·movers"~ are households that 
moved into their unit .during the 12 
month_s prior to the interview, a time 
period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Cen' 
sus of Housing reports, different· time 
perio_ds were used. In Volume 11, Metro· 
politan Housing Characteristics, the short· 
est time period for "year moved into 
unit," is '.'1969 to March 1970" 11 1/4 
years);· in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to 
December 1970 (approximately 2 years); 
and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover House· 
holds, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences," if ·any, 
are discussed under the particular subject. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Anrlual Housing Survey data "and the 
1970 census· data may be· attributed to 
several· factors. These include the eXten._ 
sive use of self-enUmeration in the census 
in contrast to personal interview in the 
Annual Housing ·Survey; diffef-ences in 
processing' Procedures; the esti'mation 
procedures· and sa~ple de'signs; the sam· 
p_lin9 ~ar!a.bility of the estiinates.from the 
An·nual Housing Survey; to a smaller ex· 
terit; the ·sampling variability aSsociated 
with, the sample data tram the census; the 
nonsampling err ors associated with the 
Annual Housing Survey estimates; and 
the nonsampling errors associate.d with 
the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics 
of changes in the housin9 inventOry be· 
tween the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 

·given for the United States and for 15 
selected SMSA's in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, '.Volume IV, Components of In
ventory Change. ·In volume IV the data 

are based on information for a sample of 
housing units enumeraied in late 1970 as 
part· of the 1970 census. Data are pro
vided for such components of change be· 
tween 1960 and 1970 as new construe: 
tion, conversions, other additions, demo· 
lit ions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 
1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for 
some .of these .components are shown; 
i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other 
means). .The 1977 data on new construe· 
tion were obtained primarily from a 
sample of uni.ts selected from building 
permits. The 1970 Comporients of lnven· 
tory Change data were obtained from the 
1970 census tabulations of the "year 
structure built" item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified· as 
added by "new construction." 

Data as of. 1971 fOr "mortgage status," 
"mortgage insUrance," "real estate taxes 
last year," "selected. monthly housing 
costs," and "acquisition 9f property" are 
presented i_n the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume V, Residential Finance. In v9I· 
ume V, the data are ·based on information 
collected foi a sample of ~ousing units in 
the Residential Finance Survey which was 
conducted ,in 1971 as part of the 1970 
census. The 1971 report proylded data on 
the finan.cing of homeowner and rental 
properties, includiryg c~aracteristics of the 
mortgages, proPerti_es, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and defini· 
tions between the data in this report and 
volume V include the following. The 
basic unit of tabulation in. this report is 
the h.ousing unit; in voluine V. i~ is the 
proPertY. Data on mortgag~ status an~ 
mort'gage insurance· in this ·report a_re 
based on the occupant's _answef; in_ vol· 
ume V, mortgage status and mortgage in· 
surance were verified by the lender. In 
this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly hoLising· costs reflect the total 
amount of real estate taxes and housing 
costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V the tabulations for real estate 
taxes and selected mo~thly housing costs 
include special assessme.nts: 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Popu· 
letion·date.-ln the 1970 census, data for 

"years of sc.hool completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the high· 
est grade or year of regular school each 
household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed~ 
In the 1977 Annual Housing Survey, data 
for "years of sch~ol corllpleted" were 
based on responses to a single question
the highest grade or year of regular 
school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey may 
overstate the eduCation leve.I of the head 
of the household; that is, respondents 
may have reported the grade or year the 
head was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or. no.t the grade 
or year Was COf!lpleted: 

Comparability wit~· other current re· 
ports.-Ttiis series Of reports contains in
formation similar to that contained in 
some of the other current Ceiisus Bureau 
repOrts, such as the Current Housing 
Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current 
Population Reports, and the Current Con· 
struction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of pro· 
cedural differences mentioned below, 
care should be taken when comparing 
data from the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy 
SutVey.-Data on vacancy rates and char· 
acteriStics of vacant units from the Haus· 
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the 
United States by inside and outside st_and
ard metropolitan statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey. with a sample size o'f . 
approximately 5~,000 .units (interview~ 

obtained for appro~imately ,55,000 occu
pied and· vacant housing units),· is con
ducted monthly ·by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current 
Population Survey. Data are published 
quarterly and annually in Current Hous
ing Reports, Series H-111, Housing 
Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in 
the 1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors 
such as sampling variability, nonsampling 
error~. survey techniques, and processing· 
procedures. 
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Current Population Repons from the 
Current POpulation Survey.-:-The Current 
Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 desig
nated sample units. From. the data col
lected in the Current Population Survey, 
the Bureau issues. several·. publications 
under the general-title Current Population 
Reports. Included are reports on house
hold and family _characteristics, mobility 
of the population, and income. 

. Although the concepts and definitions 
used in this report are essentially the 
same as those used in the Current Popula
tion Reports, and the intent of both the 
Annual Housing Survey and the Current 
Population Survey is the same, there is a 
major difference in the concept of 
"mover." In parts D and E, household 

heads that moved into their un,itS during 
the 12 months prior to the interview are 
Ciassified as "recent movers." Iii the Cur
rent Population Survey, individuals whose 
current place of residence is different 
from that of March 1970 are classified·as 
"movers."• 

There are also likely. to be significant 
differences in the data on incOme and 
years of school completed. The _time 
period covering income is different in this 
series of reports because income data 
cover 'the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview while the income data in 
the Current Population Survey refer to 
the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. There are al~o significant dif

.ferences in the way income questions ar~ 
asked. For "years of school completed by 
head," the differences cited in the ~c~ 

·lion, "Comparability with 1970 Census 
of Population data," also apply to the 
Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 
1977 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Current Population Survey may. be attri
buted to factors such as the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors of the 
figures from the two surveys, survey pro
cedures and techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from ·me 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership. - The 
1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership
~ a sample survey covering approximately 
20,000 of the designated sample units in. 
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the 1974 ·Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on Ownership, availability, 
and recent purchases of automobiles and 
other vehicles, television ·sets, and se
lected major household appliances. Infor
mation on the price paid is obtained for 
recently purchased items. The data can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D,C. 
20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and 
OwnershiP wa·s taken in conjunction with 
the Annual Housing Survey, there ·are 
differences in the concepts and defini
tions between the two. For example, the 
data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles; such as pickup trucks and pas
senger vans, collected in the Survey. of 
Purchases and Ownership· reflect the num
ber of such vehicles that are owned or 
being bought by a memberof the family. 
The data collected in the Annual Housing 
SurVey reflect the number of automobiles 
and trucks owned or regularly .. Used by 
any m'ember of the household, including 
non relatives. ·Additional differences may 
be attributed to such factors as estima
tion procedures, sampling variability, and 
nonsampling errors. 

Current. Coristruction Reports from·- the 
Survey Of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs.~ The 
Census Bureau issues several publications 
under the general title, Current Construc
tion Reports .. The data for these _reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Con
struction and Survey of Residential Alter
ations and R~pairs. 

The Survey of Constructi_on ·consists 

of approxifnately 16,000 permit-issuing 
places throughout the United States. The 
reports from· the sUrvey corltain current 
data on housing st"arts and completions, 
c·o'nstruction authorized by building per
mits, hous_ing units authorized for demoli
tion in permit-issuing places, new one
family h'omes sold and for sale, character
istics of new housing, and· value of new 
construction pUt in place. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of 
Constructi~n. The major difference is 
that the su·rvey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing 
uhits in various stages of construction 

through completion. The Annual Hous
ing Survey shows counts and1 character·
istics of the existing housing 1inventory. 
Additional differences between the 1977 
Annual Housing Survey and the .survey 
of Construction may be attfibuted to 
faCtors sLich as the sampling:'variability 
and nonsampling errors of the .figures 
from the two surveys, survey Procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro-

:1 ~ .• 
cedures. 

The Survey of Residential Alterations 
and Repairs is a sample survey Of approxi
mcitely 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. The survey collects data on 
expenditures by property own,ers for up
keep and improvement of residential 
properties · · including renter-occupied 
housing units, single as Well aS multiunit 
structures, and units on 10 acres or more. 
The data on alterations and reP,airs in this 
report are restricted to one.family homes 
oh less than 10 acres and no business on 
Property. For additional infO;·mation on 
the Survey of Residential Alterations and 
Repairs', see Curren·t Construction Re
ports, Series C50, Reside~tial Alterations 
and Repairs. 

L_iVing Quarters 

Liv.ing quarters are classified. as either 
houSing units or group quarter~s. Usually,, 
living quarters are in structurei;s intended 
for residential use (e.g., a 'bne-family 
home, apartment house, hoteP or motel, 
boarding house, or mobile home or trail~ 

·er): Living qucirters may also t,e in struc
ture's intended for nonresidential . uSe 
(e:g., the rooms in a warehouSe where a 
wa.tchriian liv"es), as well as in places sUC:h 
as· tents,· caves, and old rail_road cars. 

,• . 

Hoi.Jsing units.-A housing unit, is a house: 
an' apartment,' a group of rcioms, or· -a 
single room occupied or intended for oc
cupancy as separate living quarters. 
Separate· liviiig quarters are;: those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat 
with any other persons in the structure 
and which have either ( 1) ·direct access 
from the outside of the bUitding or 
through a common hall which is used 'or 
intended to be used by the occupants of 
another unit or by the generai public or 
(2) complete kitchen facilities for the 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

exclusive use of the occupants. The occu
pa~ts may be a single family, one person 
living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or 
unrelated persons who Share living ar· 
rangem'e"nts (except as described in the 
section on· group quarte~s). For vacant 
units, the criteria Of separateness, direct 
access, and complete· kitchen facilitie·s 
f~r exclusive use are applieid to 'the in· 
tended occupants whenever possible. If 
the information cannot be obtained, the 
criteria are applied to the previous occu· 
pants. Both occupied and vacant hous· 
ing units. are in~luded in the housing in.· 

·ventory, except that mobile homes, trail· 
ers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and 
the like, are included only if they are· 
Occupied. 

Group quarters.-Group quarters are 
living arrangements for institutional. 
inmates or for other groups containing 
five or more persons not related to the 
person_ in charge. Group quarters· are 
located most frequently in"· institutioris, 
boarding houses, militciry barracks, col· 
lege dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, 
and ships. A house or apartment is con· 
sidered group q·uarters if it is shared by 
the person in charge and five or more 
nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in 
charge, by six or more unrelated pe'rso.ns. 
Information on the housing character· 
iStics of group quarters was not collected. 

RUies for mobile homes, hotels, rooming 
houses, etc.-Mobile hOmes or trailers, 
tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only 
for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied· rooms or suites of rooms in 
hotels, motels, and similar places are clas
sified as housing units only when occu
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons 
who consider the hotel as their usual 
place of residence or have no usual place 
of residence elsewhere. vacant rooms or 
suites of rooms are classifi'ed as housing 
Units only if located in hotels: motels, 
and similar places in which 75 percent or 
more of the accommodations are occu· 
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming 
or boarding house live and eat separately 

from everyone else in the building and 
have either direct access or complete 
kiichen facilities for exclusive use. their 
quarters are classified as separate housing 
units: The remaining quarters are com: 
bined .. If the combined quarters contain 
four or fewer roomers unrelated to the 
head, they are classified as one housing 
unit; if the combined quarters con'tain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the 
head or. person in charge, they are classi
fied as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, ·or similar place, living 
quarters of the·· supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing 
units if they satisfy the housing unit cri· 
teria; other living quarters are considered 
group quarters. 

lnstitutioris~~_Living quarters of staff per
sonnel are .separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Year-round housi~g uni1:s.-Data' on hous· 
ing characteristics are limited to year
round housing ·units; i.e., all' occupied 
units plus vacant. units which are interided 
f~r year-round use. Vacant Units intended 
for seasonal occupancy and vacant units 
held for migratory labor are excluded 
because it. is difficult to obtain reliable 
information for them. However, this re· 
port does present counts of the total 
housing inventory which includes. all 
vacant, seasonal, and migrato:ry housing 
units. 

The stat1St1cs in the 1974. through 
1977 reports shown.for "all. year-round 
housing units" may not be comparable to 
the corresponding data shown in the 
1973 reports, qecause the 1974 th_rough 
1977 tabulations included an estima
tion proceql:'re which adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 

· separately to independent current ,~~ti· 
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix 8-Source .and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units were com· 
bined with several categories· of year
round vacancies (rented or sold, not occu· 
pied; held for occasional use; and other 
vacant) and adjusted to the combined 

t6tal of the independent estimates' for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1977 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
miQratory" housing units and for "all 
year-round housing units" adhere more 
clOsely to the independently derived cur· 
rent estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1977 characteristics for 
"all occupied units," "owner occupied," 
and '.'renter occupied" are, however, com· 
parable with the corresponding 1973 
data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new constrUction.-A 
housing unit built in April 1970 or later 
is classified as a unit added by ·"new con
structiOn"." Information was collected on 
vacant units urider construe-lion flt the 
time of the interview, only if construe· 
tion had proceeded to a point that all. 
ex-terior windows and doors were in· 
stalled and fin.al usable floors were in 
place. Housing· units built duri.ng 'this 
period but. removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not 
reflected in the new-construction counts 
for the 1970 to '1977 period. In the 
Annual Housing Survey, data on new con
structiory .we~e obtained primarily from a 
sarrpl~ of. units selected from building 
permits; in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume IV, Components of lnven~ory 

Ch~nge, new construction data were ob· 
tained from tabulations of the 1970 cen· 
sus sample records of units built 1960 or 
later: 

Units lost from the inv'entory.-Character
istics are presented for the -total of all 
units renloved from the 1973 housing in· 
ventory in 1973 or later· µ,rough demo
lition or disaster and through other 
means. Separate counts of "demolition 
or .disaster" losses and of "other losses" 
~re shown in part A 0f th is series. The 
1974 through 1!?77 surveys cover all 
losses, including those in structures that 
were not c9mpletely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster. 
.:_A h·ousing unit. which existed in Octo· 
ber 1973 and was torn down on the in itia
tive of a public agency or as a result of 
ac'tion on the part of the owner is classi
fied as a unit lost through demolition. 
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Units destroyed by fire, flood, or other 
natural causes are classified as uiiits 
lost through disaste.r. In the 1.973 survey, 
a housing unit was counted as a demoli· 
tion or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was loCated was 
lost from·. the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1977 surveys and in the 197_0 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Com· 
ponenta of Inventory Change, th.• data on 
losse.s· refer to all housing unit IOsses, in
cluding losses of units in structures which 
still contairied One Or ."!'lo.re h0using units. 
In ad.dition, units ·1ast through disaster 
were counted in 1970 as "uniis lost 
through other means." 

Units lost through othe; means.-Any 
housing unit which existed in .October 
1973 is counted as !Ost through other 
means When it was lost from ~e housing 
inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This componeiit 
includes, the 

0

foilowing tfpes of losses: 

1. Units lost.by change to group quar· 
ters; for example, a housing unit that 
was occupied by a family in 1973 and 
by a lam ily and five lodgers at the 
time of the 1977 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory 
because they are vacant and either 
the roof,· walls, doors or windows no 
longer protect the interior from the 
elements or the unit is severely dam· 
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inven· 
tory because there is positive evidence 
(sign, noti~. mark on the houSe Or 
block) that ihe units are scheduled foi 
demolition or rehabilitation .or ' that 
they are conderTined for. reasons of 
health or safety so that further occu: 
'pancy is prcih ibited. · · 

4. Units lost by change to entirely 
nonresidential 'use. 

5. Units moved from site since Oc· 
tober 1973. Such moves in the same 
area do not necess8rily result in a net 
loss from the, total inventory since 
they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they ware moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a 
housing unit was ~ounted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in 
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which it w.as located was lost to the hous· 
ing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disastar .. In ttie 1974 
through 1977 surveys. the data on losses 
refer to all housing unit losses including 
losses of units in structures which. still 
contained o.ne or more housing units. 

Unspecified units.-There are o,ther com· 
ponents of change in the housing inven· 
tory for. Vih.ich the, Annual Housing .Sur· 
vey provides no specific measures. The 
survey procedures do not include a meas
ure of conversions and mergers and uni~s 
added. from other sources such as non· 
residential structures. The net .effect of 
these omissions on the. change in the total 
ho4sing inventory is not kn~wn. 

Units changed by conversion.-Conver
sion refers to the creation of two or 
more housing uriits frOm fewer units 
through structural altera'tion or change 
in Lise. Structural alteration includes 
such 'changes aS addirig a room or in
stalling partitions to form another 
·housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement · in the use of space 
w

0

ithout structural alteration, such aS 
lo~king a door which closes off one or 
more rooms to form a separate hous
ing unit. 

Units changed by merger.-A merger is 
the .result of combining two or more 
housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change .in use. 
Structural alteration inch-!des such 
changes as ~e removal of partitions or 
dismantling of kitchen facilitie• Change 
in use may result from a simple rear
rangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking. a. door 
which formerly separated two housing 
units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house which formerly con· 
tained &·separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources.
Any housing unit added to the in~en· 
tory through sources other than new 
constiuction o'i.conversion is classified 
as a unit added through other sources. 
This component includes units created 
from living quartars previously classi· 

fied as group quarters and units ere~ 
ated from nonresidential space su.ch ~~ 
a store, garage, or bain. Al59 :included 
are units moved from One ~ite to an
other. Such units, if moved within the 
same area, do not necessarily resu It Jn 
a net addition to the total inventory 
since they ·p·~esumably repre:sent units 
lost. in the place from which they were . ' 
moved. A previously vacant mobile 
home or traiier, whether on ·a differerit 

. . : f' ; 
site_ or ~he same site, ~s a net addi~!9n 
ifcurrently occupied as a hoi.Jsing unit. . . ' " . 

., 
Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics . . 
Occupied housing units.-A housing unit 
is Classified as occupied if a ·person or 
group of persons is living iii it at t~e time 
of the· interview or if the occupants are 
only temporarily absent-for ex3mple, on 
vacation. However, if the. u·n{t Was oc
cUpied entirely by persons with a usual 
place 'of residence 81sewhere, the unit is 

. classifieC:f as vacant. By defin'ition,. the 
count o'f occupied housin.g unitS is. the 

. • >' • I 

same as ·the count' of hoi.Jsehold~. 

Race . ....:.The classification by raCe shown 
' ' ' . !o, 

here refers to the race of the head of the 
household occupying. the h~Jsing. unit: 
The concept of race as used by the 
Census· Bureau does not denpte clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. 
Ttie intEirviewer was tc;> rfp~rt t~e. ra~ 
of the head of the household in three 
categories: White, Black (Negro), .. and 
other. The last. category i~cludes Ameri· 
can Indian, Chinese, Eskim9, JaPanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White 
3nd Black. Figures on tenure ·f!re- given 
separately for White and Black household 
hea_ds; units .with household·. he.ai:l.s ~I 
9ther races are included in th.e. total in. 
table 1 of parts A and. E and may be de· 
rived by subtracting th~. su.~ '.of·. White 

and Black from the total. More detailed 
characteristics of units with Black house
hold head ' are presented i~" .;,parate 
tables. Ttie .classification of race · i~ the 
Annual Housing Survey was mad~ ,by tiie 
interviewer based on his own otl'si!rvation. - . . . ' . , . .· . . 
In the 1970 census, race wa.s essentially a 
self-classification by. people according to 
the race with whicb thex identified them· 
selves. 
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Spanish origin.-The classification by 

Spanish origin here refe-rs to the origin of 
the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed Characteristics· of 
units with head of Spanish origin are pre· 
sented in seParate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a question 
that asked for self-identification of a 

person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked tO select their origins from a 
•'·flash card." PersonS ~f Spanish origin 
were those who indicated that their origin 
was either Mexican American, Chicano, 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Central or ·south American, or other 
Spanish. · 

Care should be exercised in the inter· 
Pretation of differences in the estimated 
counts of Spanish-Origin households 
between the 197.7 Annual Housing Sur· 
vey an~ the 1970 census.and other cur· 
rent surveys. In -the 1970 census and cur· 
rent surveys' reports,· Spanish persons 
are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, lan
g~age, surname, and origin or des'cent. In 
addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households 
may be significantly overstated in the 
South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1970 census some respondents 
appare1'tly. inisinterprete.d the Spanish· 
origin category, "Central Or South 
American" to mean the central or South· 
ern part of the U.S. 

Tenure.-A housing unit is "owner occu· 
pied" if the owner or co-owner lives in 
the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not 
fully paid for. A cooperative or con· 
dominium unit is '.'owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in ft. 
All other occupied units are classified· cis 
"renter occup!ed," including ~nitS rented 
for cash rent and those occ_upied without 
payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure.-Separate data are available 
on tenure of mobile :home and trailer 
sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers· is restricted 
to mObile homes and trailer$ on less than 
10 acres. The site is owned if the occu· 
pants own or are buying the site on which 
the 'mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay 

a rental fee for the use o.f the site, the site 
rent is paid by 'someone not living in the 
sample' unit, or the Occupants neither 
own rior pay cash rent for the ·site: 

Previous occupancy.-The classification 
Of previous occupancy is divided intO two 
categories, "previously occupied" and 
"not previou~sly ·occupied." "PrevioUsly. 
occupied" indicates that some· person or 
persons not related to the head by.blood; 
marriage, or adoption· -oCc~pied · th"'e 
sample unit prior to the head's Or other 
related household member's ·Occupancy. 
"Not previouslV occupied" irldicates 
that either the. head or some othe'r· cur· 
rent household member related to the 
head by blood, marriage or adoptiori was 
the first occupant of the· sample unit. 

CooPerativBs and condominiums.-A co· 
operative is a type .of Ownership wherebV 
a group of housing units a_i'e owned by a 
corporation of member-owners.- Each in· 
dividual member ls entitled to occupy an 
individual housing unit" and is a share
holder in the corporation wh iCh owns 
the property. 

A condominiuin is a type of owner· 
ship ·that erlables a person to own an 
apartment or house in a project of sim i· 
IBrly owned units. The owner has the 
deed and very likely the mortgage on the 
unit occupied. The owner may· also hold 
common or joint ownership in same or 
all common areas such as grounds~ hall· . 
ways, entranceS, elevators; etc. 

Cooperative or condoriiinium owner· 
ship maY apply to various types of struc· 
tures including single-family houses, row
houses, townhouses, etc., as well as 
apartment units. 

Reason for no-cash-rent oCcupa'ncy.-For 
units which are occupied without pay· 
ment of cash rent, data are shown ·on the 
"reason for occupancy"; i.e, whether the 
unit is provided by a farm related job, 
such as a tenant farmer, farm m~nager, 
foreman, or laborer; provided by. a·non· 
farm related job, such as a minister, resi
dent manager, or janitof; or provjd~d by 
a relative or friend. 

Duration of occupancy.-Dat~ on "dura
tion Of occupani:y" are based on infor-

mation for the head of household; the 
data refer to the period when present 
oCcupancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whe~her ·the head lived in the unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." 
A head who "liv~d here last winter," 
must haVe moved into.the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved into unit.-The data are 
tia.se.d on the information reported for 
the head of the household and refer to 
the year of latest move. Thus, if the head 
moved back into a unit previously ac· 
Cu pied, the year of the latest move was to 
be 'reported; .jf the head _m6ved from one 
apartme'nt to another in the same building, 
th~ yea~ t~e head moved into the present 

unit was to be reported. The intent is 
to establish th_e year the present oCcu· 
pancy. by the head began. The year the 
head moves is not riecessarily the same 
year other members of the household 
mOve, although in the great majority of 
cases the entire household moves at the 
same time. 

Recent movers.-Households that moved 
into their present units within 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview are 

termed "recen.t movers.''. The household is 
classified by year moved ~nto unit on the 
basis of information reported for the 
head of the. household. 

Present and previous units of recent 
moverS.-The "present''. ~nit is the unit 
occupied by the recent mover at the time 
of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which that person moved. 
If the household moved more than once 
during the 12 months prior to the date of 
the interview, the "previous" uriit is the 
one from which the household last moved. 

Sam·e or different head.-Characteristics 
of the· present and previous units occu
pied by recent movers are largely re
stricted to households that were essen
tially the same in the two units. The defi
hitions of . the characteristics for the 
previous u.nit are generally the same as 
those for the present unit .. 

A. household· for which the head in the 
present unit is the same person as the 
head in the previous unit (identified in 
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the tables as "same head") is ·Considered 
essentially ihe same even thou'gh there 
may have been some changes-· in the com
position of the household .. Conversely; a 
household in which there Was ho chahge 
except for a new household head was 
considered a household with "different 
head." 

Data" for heads Whose Previous resi· 
dence was outside the. United States a're 
tabulated in the ~~t~gory "different 
head." 

Main reason for move ·into present unit.
The statistics presented .are restricted to 
units o.ccupied by recent movers ir1 w~ich 
the present head of hou~hold w'as also 
the head at the previously occupied unit. 
The classification categories refer to the 
principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into. the present unit. The 
category "job ·related reasons" refers to 
reasons such as job transfer, entered or 
left U.S. Arm·ed Forces; ietirerrifrli, new 
job or looking for work, commuting 
problems, school attendance, and Other 
job related reasOns. 

The category ''.family status" re_fe~s to 
reasons such as needed larger. house or 
apartment, widowed, separated; divorced, 
moved to be closer to relativeS, neWly 
married, family ·increased in size, family 
decreased in size, wanted to establish 
own household, schools, a·nd other fam

ily related reascins. 
The category "housing· needs" refers 

to reasons sUch -·as wanted to own his/her 
own residence, neighborhood over
crowded, change in racial or ethnic; com'
position of neighborhood, wanted better 
neighbOrhood, lower rent Or less ex
pensive house, wanted better house, dis
placed· by urban renewal; "highway Con
struction, or other public activity, 'dis
placed by private action, wanted t'o rent 
reside11ce, wanted reSidence with more 
conveniences, occurrence of natural dis
aster, a·nd wanted a' change of' clfmate·. 

The category ,;other reasons" . in

cludes reasons for moving whiCh do ·not 
fall' into any of the aboY'e. classification's. 

Home ·ownership.-Data are shown for 
household heads who, during the 12 
months prior to enumeration, :moved 
into the sample unit. T~ese data ·an~ 
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restricted to owner-occupied units and 
show th.e nurribei of previously owned 

units which _the head occupied as his/ 
her usual place of resi~ence. Excluded 
from the count of previously owned 
units are vac8tion homes purchased for 
rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or ·manager on property.-Th-ese 
statistiCs are based on the' number of 
housing units in struCtLires· of two Or 
·more ·units with th~' oWner or 1:he re~ide"nt 
manager or superintendent living on the 
property. The category "with. owner on 
property"· refers to the owner an.d. not the 
agent,·. resident manager, .or. superinten
dent. '.'With resident manager or super
intendent on· property" refers to a resi
dent l'!'lanager, superintendent, janitor, or 
other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units.-A housing unit is 
vacant if no one is living.in it at the time 
of the interview, unless its occupants 
are·only .temporarily. absent. In addition, 
a·vacant unit may be one which i~ occu
pied entirely by persons who have·a usual 
residence elsewhere.· 

New units not· yet occupied are. classi
fied as vacant housing units if construc
tion has reached a point. where all ·ex- -
terior windows and doors are installed 
and final usable floors ·are in place; 
Vacant units. are excluded if the roof, 
walls, windows, or-doors no longer protect 
the interior from the· elements, if the 

·unit is severely damaged by fire, or 
•if. there is positive evidence (such as. a 
sign on the house or block) that the unit 
is to be demolished or is conderTined. 
Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such 
as a store or an office; or quarters used 
for t~e. storage of business supplies or 
inventory; machinery, or·· agricultural 
p.roducts:. · 

·The Concepts and definitiOr:is of vacant 
housing units· used in 'this report are the 
same as tho'se used in the 1'970 Census of .. . 
•lousing ~eportS. ... 
VacancV statl;Js.-Vacant hou-sing units are 
classified as f.!ither· "seasonal and migr'a
torV", or "year-round," ·"Seasonal" unitS 

are· intended for occupancy during only 
certain seasons of the ye~r. In.eluded are 

units in"tended fOr recre3ti0nal I use I such 
as beaCh·cottag!?s and hUnting·c~bin_s, and 
vacani ·unit.s held for herders ·an~· loggers. 

• . . . • . !1 
"Migratory" ·units· are vacant units held 
for occup·ancy by migratorY l

1

abor 'em
ployed in fa.rm· 'wOrk ~.uring :'the crop 

season. 
"Year-round" vacant hOus.ing\units are 

available or · iiltended ·for 'oCcJPancy at 
any .time of th~. year. ~ ._~ni.t in a. r~sort 
area which, is usual.Jy. occupied on .. a.year
r0uhd, ba~is is Con~idered yea_r~'ro·u~d. A 
unit u~d only Occasionally th'roughout 
the: ye!Jr .is· als_o. con~ider~d y_e~r-r.?.Und. 

. "Ye_ar-round';, vacant units.~re ~ubdi-
vided as follows: . ., •, 

.' ' 

For sale ·on1.v:-vaCant ··year:roUnd 
unitS · "fcir 'sale · on1y•·:· als0" iriclude 
vacant Units 'in a cooperative 'Or cOndo

. niiniUrTI 'project if.the· individuaf'units 
are·offer'ed for sale (}rily. :~.' 

' . .·\· 
For, rent.-Vacant .,year-rou'nd •. 1.,.1[lits 
"for rent". also include vacant units.· 
o'ffered either tOr' rent or .'t~r···sa1e. .. , 
Rented or·sold, n'ot occupied . ....:...1t any 
money rent hiis .been paid ·Or agreed 
upon but the· new. renter·· has not' 

· m'oved in ·as· of the dcite of the inter
view, or if the unit has recently·been 
sold but the new •owner ha~ hot yet 
moved .in, the year~roUnd v3bant unit 
is~ classified as "rented or kid~ ·not 
occupied." ' · 

• Held for occasional use.-This category· 
.~o'·n~ist_s. of vac~nt year-r9~'nd ... un!ts 
· w.hich ·are. ~eld for weekend or, other 
occ_asional use . throughout. the year. 
The. intent of. 'this que.sti~h was to. 
ide·~tify. ,: h~·mes ... reserved .. b~ their 

~~ners .as sec~~d h~o~es .... B~cause .of 
the _difficulty of distingui~hing be· 
tween th is category ·and ;, seasonal 
va.canci~s.· ii is pOssible thai .sOme ·;,sec

on.d. ho111es" are . classified ·-i~S· · .. "5e8-. 
son~1·.: and vice yersa. 

: Temporarily o_ccupied by pe~ns with 
·usual" residence .eliewhere (UREJ.-ff 
all the PersOns in a hoUsing u'nit usUal-

. ly llve elsewhere; ·that ·unit\~ is cra·Ssi: 
fied' as vacant ·pfOvided the LiSual 
place' of residence is held for the house· 
'hold · and is not offered fo~ 're'n:t or 
for sale. For eXaniple, a· beach' cottage 
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. occupied at the time of the interview 
by a family who has a usual place of 
resi~ence in. the . city is . included in 
the count of vacant units. If the house 
in ~he city w~re, in the .survey sample, 
it .would. be reported . "occupie~" 
and would be included in the count 
of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Held fof ' other reasons, or other 
· 1 vacant~-lf a vacant, year-rou~d unit 

does not fall into any of the classifica· 
· · tions specified above, .. it is classified as 

"held for other reasons:" For example, 
th is category includes units held for 
settlement of an estate, units hefd for 
occu'pancv'"by a caretaker or janito,r, 
and_ units held for personal reasons of 
the owner. In parts A and E of this 
series, the "other vacant" category in· 
eludes all units temporarily occupied 
by persons with usual re'sidence else· 
where and units held for other reasons. 

Characteristics of vacant hc;>using are 
Hn1ited to year-round vacant units .. Va· 
cant units intended for. seasonal occu~ 

pancy and vacant units held form igratory 
labor are excluded because it is difficult 
to obtain reliable information for .them. 
However, counts of. seasonal ,units are 
given in parts A and E of this series. 

The 1974 through 1977 counts for 
"seasonal and migratory," '.'Year-round, 
rented or sold; not occupied,'~ "Year· 
round, held for occasional, u_se," and 
"Year-round, other_ vacant'.'· may not be 
corriparable to the corresponding coUnts 
shown in ·the 1973 reports, becau'se a 
more detailed estimation proi::edure was 
used in-the 1974 through 1977 tabula· 
tions. For 1974 through 1977,"lhe esti· 
mation proce~ure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-roUnd" and 
"vacant-seasonal and· migratory" units 
separately to independent current esti
mates. (See section on "Estimation" in. 
Appe~dix B-Source and Reliability .of 
the Estimates.)· In 1973, . ·:vacant
seasonal. and migratory" ~nit~ were com· 
~ine_d with several catega:rie.s ,,of year
round vacancies (rented .or sold, not 
ocC:upied; held for occasional use; and 
o"th~r vacant) and. were adjusted to .the 
combined. toial of ihe independent esti· 
riiates . for these categories. Thus, the 

1974 through 1977 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent 
estimates than the .1973 data. 

Homeowner. vacanc:y · rate.-The 1977 
homeowner .vacancy rate -is. the number 
of year-round vacant 1:1nits for sale as a 
percent of the total homeowner -inven· 
tory; i.e., all owner·occupied .units and 
year-round vacant units for sale or sold, 
not occupied. The .~omeowner vacancy 
rate for 1970 excludes vacan!,units ~Id 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacanc:y. rate,-The 1977 rental 
vacancy rate is ·the .number of. year
round vacant_· units for rent as a percent 
of the total rental inventory; i.e., all 
renter·occupied units and all year-round 
vacant units for rent or rented, not occu
pied. The rental vacanc:y rate for 1970 
excludes . vacant units rented ·.but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy . ....:The statistics on 
duration of vacancy, refer to the length 
•of time (in· months) from the date ihe 
last occupants moved from the un.it to 
the date of the interview. The data, there· 
fore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of time units remain 
vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have never been· occupied, the 
duration' of vacaiicy-is counted from·the 
date construction·· was ·completed. For 
recently coriVerted or merged units, the 
time is reported from the date conversion 
or merger was complete.c;i·~ Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of 
residence elsewhere are excluded from 
the data. 

Utilization Characteriitics 

Persons.-All persoris occupying the hous· 
in9. unit are counted. These persons in
~lude not only occupants rel~ted to the 
head of · the household but. also any 
lodge.rs, roomers, boarders, Partners, 
wards, foste~ c;;hildren: and resid~nt em
ployees who share the living quarters of. 
th~. hou.seh.old head. The d?ta on '.'per· 
sons" show cat~_gories of the number of 
one-person through seven-or;rnore-person 
households . by the number of housing 
units. 

. A person is counted at the usual place 
of ,residence for that person. This refers 
to the place where the person lives and 

.sleeps most of the time. This place is not 
necessariJy .the same as a legal residence, 
voting residence, or domicile. 

RoomL-The ·statistics on "rooms" are 
for the .number of housing units with 
specified number of rooms. Rooms 
counted include whole rooms used for 
living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitt.:;hens, fin· 
ished attic or basement rooms, recreation 
rooms, pe~manently enclosed porches 
that are suitable for year·round use, and 
lodger's rooms. Also included are rooms 
used for offices by· a person living in the 
unit. 

.A partially divided room, such as a 
dinette next to a kitchen or living room, 
is a separate room only if there is a parti· 
tion from floor to ceiling, but not if the 
partition consists only of shelves o~ cabi-
nets. 

Not included in . !he count of. rooms 
are bathrooms, halls, foyers or vestibules, 
b~lc.onies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip 
or pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace 
rooms, unfinished attics or· basements, 
other unfinished space used for storage, 
open porches, trailers .used only ~s :be~
room~. and offi~s used only by persoris 
not living in the unit. " 

If a room is use~. by occupants of 
i:nore than one unit, the room is included 
with the unit from which it is most easily 
re~ched. 

Pe~1on1 ·per room.-"Persons per room'.' 
is. computed for each occupied unit ~y 
dividing ,the number of Rersons in· the 
unit by the number of rooms in the uni~. 
The figures shown refer,. therefpre, to 
the number c:>f _housing units havi_ng the 
specified ratio of persons. per room. 

BedroomL-The number of pedrooms in 
the unit is the count of rooms used main
ly for sleeping, even if also used for other 
purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping 
such as guest rooms, even. though used 
infrequently, are ·counted as bedrooins. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly 
for other· purposes, even though used 
also ,for sleeping, such as a living room 
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with a hideaway bed, are not considered 
bedrooms. A housing unit consisting of 
only one ·room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by 
definition as having no bedroom .. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are 
shown for housing units With t\'.VO or 
more bedrooms. Units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to 
pass through a bedroom to get to ·another 
room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The ba~h,~!)Om access criterion 
is applied only to units. with one cori:-
plete bathroom or one bathroom plus 
half bath in which the half .bath lacks a 
flush toilet. 

In addition, statistics are shown for 
households with bedrooms used" by three 
or more persons of all ages, but are shown 
separately for such households when one 
or more of these persons is 13 years of 
age or older. 

Structural Characteristics 

Complete kitchen facilities.-A unit has. 
complete kitchen facilities when· it, has 
all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An 
installed sink with piped water, (2) a 
range or cookstove, and (3) a mechaniC81 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be 
located in the structure. They need not· 
Qe in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equip~ent are not 
considered as having a range or cook
stove. An icebox is not included as a 
mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the ex
cluslve use of the occupants when they 
are used only by the occupent5 of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other 
unrelated persons living in the unit. When 
a structure consists of only one housing 
unit, all equipment located inside the 
structure is classified,. by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all 
of the kitchen facilities had been re
moved, the kitchen facilities used by tha 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Condition of kitchen facllitle1.-Units 
with complete kitchen facilities were 
classified as to whether all the kitchen 
facilities were in usable condition. If one 
or more of the kitchen facilities (sink, 
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range or cook stove, and refriger~tor) 

could not be used for its intended pur
pose, the unit was classified as having 
"1 o_r more not usable." Kitchen facilities 
that normally function properly, but 
which were temporarily out of use (two 
weeks or less) because of a breakdown, 
were classified as usable. 

Basement.-Statistics on basements are 
based on the number of housing units lo· 
cated in structures built with a basement. 
A structure has a basement if there is 
enclosed space in which persons can walk 
upright under all .or part of the building. 

Basements in structures · with. oc· 
cupied units are further classified by 
signs of water leakage. The category 
"with signs of water leakage" consists 
of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from th·e 
outside, even if the signs only appear 
when it rains or during other similar 
situations. "No sighs of water leakage" 
means t~at the basenient shows no siQns 
of water leakage, or that the signs of 
water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumb
ing. If the ·basement shows signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside but the 
problem. causing the leakage has been 
corrected, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

The 1977 data on basements are for 
"all year-round housing units"; the 1970 
data on basements are restricted to "all 
occupied housing units," 

Year structure bullt.-"Year structure 
built" refers to when the building was 
first constructed, not when it wa~ re~ 

modeled, added to, or converted. The 
figures refer to ~e number of units in 
structures built during the specified 
periods and in existence at the time of 
the interview. For mobile homes and 
trailers, the manufacturer's model year 
was assumed to be the year built. 

Units in ltrvcture.-ln determining the 
number of units in a structure, all hous
ing units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for 
the number of housing units in structures 
of specified type and size, not by the 
number of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building that. 
either has open space. on all sides or is 
separated from other structures·.by divid· 
ing walls that extend from g·round to 
roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as de
tached or attached (see parts A and E). 

A one-family house i~ detached if it 
has open space an· all four sides even 
though it has an adjoining shed or garage. 
A one-family house is attached if it has 
one or more walls extending from ground 
to roof which divide it from other adjOin
ing structures, such as in row houses, 
townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as 
a separate category (see parts A, C, D, 
and E). When one or more rooms have 
been added to a mobile home or trailer, it 
is classified as a one-family house. If, 
however. only. a porch or shed has been 
added, it is still counted es a mobile home 
or trailer. 

Elevator in structure.-Statistics on "ele· 
vator in structure" are for the number 
of housing units in, structures with four · 
floors or more which have a passenger 
elevator. Units are in a "walkup" struc
ture of four floors or more if the struc
ture has no passenger elevator or if the 
only elevator service is tor freight. 

' 
Stories between main and a:Partment 
entrances.-Th is item is restricted to two 
or more unit structures and is concerned 
with the number of floors from·the main 
entrance of the apartment building to the 
main entrance of the' apartment. The 
number of stories is determined from 
ground level if there is no· main' building 
entrance and the apartment has its own 
private entrance, either from the ground · 
level of the building or from an· area that 
is not ·located inside the building; or if 
there is a main building entrance, but the 
entrance to the apartment cannot be 
reached by using the main : building 
entrance ... 

Stonn wind-•, otonn doors, and attic or 
roof lna1l1tion.,-The purpose ·of these 
three items is to determine if a housing. 
unit has some '.form of insulation which 
helps to reduce heat loss during the 
winter and heat gain during the summer .. 
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The statistics are stiown only for Occu· 
pied, one-family ·hame·s and Occupied,· 
mobile homes and trailers.· ' · 

• ' ' ' •• T ·,,, • •• 

Storm windows or o'ther protective 
window covering.-This categof.v refers 
to protectiVe window covering, such aS 
storm windows, doubleijlazed ,glass, 
closeable shutters, -or plastic. Housing 
units with "Some windows covered" 
have protective coverings over some, 

·;~:but nol ~II· windows:· . 

Storm doofs:-This category refers· to 
additional doors hung in'exteria;·daor· 
ways. Doors on attached . garages are 
n_ot included. Housing units with 

. "Sam·e dool-s covered" .have storm 
doors on some, but ~ot aH, exterior 
door ·openings. .· .. 
Attic. or. roof insulation.-Th is cate· 
gory includes roll or blanket insulation· 
encased in a paper·cove~ing, fiberglass 
b_atting, and loose insulation which is 
poured or. blown between the attic 
floor)oists. ·i-, 

Mobile homes anchored:l(Yith tiadowns !'r 
other ~eans.-An anchored mo~ile home 
or trailer, is one that is secured to the 
ground through the use . of tiedowns, 
bolts, ·etc. The main pufp~se i_n anchoring 
a mobile home or trailer_ i~ to protect the 
unit from wind movement or .destruction. 

In group of .6 or more mobile homes.-, 
Mobile homes and traile;s that are gather
ed close together are ·considered to be in 
a "group'." This may be a large mobile 
home park containing many units or !t 
may be a small number grouped· to: 
gether on a sin~le si~e or adj~Cent sites. 

. ·' 
Roof.-Units "with· signs of water leak· 
age" are .those in which; the roof shows 
signs of water having leaked in .from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when ·it 
rains. "No signs of water leakage" means 
that the roof shows no signs of 'Water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that 
the roof shows· signs of water leakage 
but the problem causing the leakage has 
been corrected. If the signs ·of..water 
leakage are caused by a problem inside 
the structure such as faulty plumbing, 
the unit was classified as. having no 
signs of water leakage. . · . . ' 

lnteriCJr c8ilings ~nd waJl1.-Statistics are 
presented on whether or not there· are 
open CraCks· or holes and broken plaste·r 
or Peeling p"aint On the interior ceilings 
or walls of·a' housing unit. Included are 
cracks or holes that do not go all the 
way throi.igh to the next room or to the 
outdoors. Hairline· cracks or cracks tha·t 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not 
large enough for a fingernail ti.le to be" 
inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails· or ·other simi1clr obj~Cts aretili>t cOri~ 
sidered to be open cracks or holes: 

Broken ·plaster or peeling Pai.it muSt 
be an· the in'Side walls or ceilinQs, and at 
least one ·area of the broken Plaster or 
peeling paint must be'approximatel•,i-one 
sqiJare foot or larger. 

1. 

Interior floors.-Data are shown ·on 
whether there are· holes in the interior 
floors of a housing unit. The holes do not 
have to go through the floor. ExCluded 
are very sni"all holes Caused ·by nails 1of 
other sim il3r · objeCts. · 

Selected structural deficiencies and ·wish. 
to move.-The category · ;'household· 
would like to move" consists of ho'using 
units in which the respondent" considers 
one or more· of the following structural 
deficiencies so objectionable that he 
would like to move from his unit: ( 1)° 
A basement ··with signs of water leak· 
age, (2) roof leakage, (3) open cracks or 
holes· in •the interior walls or ceiling, (4) · 
holes in the floor, and (5) broken plaster 
or peeling paint on .the ceiling or· inside 
walls. 

Overall opinion of structure.-The data 
presented ·are based· on the respondent's 
overall "oPiriion ·of his house or· building 
as a p1ace to live. The respondent was 
asked to rate the structure 1as excellent," 
'good, fair, or pOo-r: ' 

Common stairwayL-The statistics ·on 
common stairways· are presented· for 
housing uh its in structures of ·two or· 
more units with common stairways. The· 
figures- fcir "looSe · steps'·' ·-and "IOose' 
railings"' reflect the physical cOndition · 
of the st8irway; i.e., whether there are 
loose, brOken, or missing steps or stair 
railings. Common stairways · 3re stair-

· ways which are usually used by the occu
pants of more than one unit or by the 
general public. They· may be either in
side the structure or attached to the out
side of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls.-The st•· 
tistics on light fixtures in public halls, 
are presented for housing units in struc
tures of tw~ or more units with public 
halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working 
ordei. Light fixnires include wall lights, 
ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
hall~ of the building. Public halls are used 
by the occupants of more than one unit 
or by the general public .. 

Electric wlrlng.-A housing unit is classi· 
lied as having exposed electric wiring if 
the unit has any wiring that is not en· 
closed, either in the walls or in metal 
coverings, or if the wiring is outside the 
walls but enclosed in some material other 
than metal.· Extension cords and other 
types of wiring that extend from a wall 
outlet to an appliance or lamp are not 
Considered as exposed wiring.· 

Electric wall outlets.-A housing un't is 
classified as having electric wall outlets 
in ·each room if there is at least one work· 
ing electric wall outlet or wall plug in 
each room of the unit. A working electric 
wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in 
operating condition; ·i.e"., can be used 
when needad. If a· room does not have 
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord 
used in place of a wall outlet is not con· 
sidered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts.-These statistics 
are for occupied housing units which have 
had an ·electric circuit fuse blown~ or 
breaker ·switch . tripped during the 3 
months prior to the interview. The data 
are restricted to households whose ·head 
has been at the present address for at least 
90 days prior to the date of the interview. 
A blown fuse or. tripped breaker switch 
results in the temporary loss of electricity 
until the fuse is replaced or the breaker 
switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain 
appliances or equipment (such as some 
large air conditioners) are counted as 
"fuse or switch blowouts•'' 
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Parking facilities.-The statistics on park· . 
ing facilities presented in this report ar:e 
restricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and exclude. Ofle· 

family homes on 10 acres or more .. The 
data refer to off-street parking facilities 
which are available in connection with 
the building. The facilities are provided 
by the landlord or managell'!e.nt and must 
be available without an additional cast-tO 
the ren~er. The parking facilitY may be. a 
garage, carport, driveway, or open lot 
where the occup~nt may. Park his car ~ff . . 
the street. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities.-The category "with 
all plumbing facilities" consists of units 
which have hot and cold piped water in· 
side the structure as well as a flush toilet 
and a bathtub or shower inside the struc· 

· ture for the exclusive use of the occu
pants of the unit. All plumbing facilities 

.must be located in the structure but they 
need not be in the same roOm. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means 
that the unit does not have all three 
specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold 
piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or 
shower) inside the structure, or that the 
toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing 
units. 

Complete bathrooms.-A housing unit is 
classified as having a complete bathroom 
if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as 
well as piped hot water in the structure 
for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the unit. A half bathroom has either 
a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower for 
exclusive use, but does not have all 'the 
fac'ilities for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another 
household" consists of units with bath· 
room facilities which are also for the use 
of the occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" ~nsists of units 
with no bathroom facilities, units With 
only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one 'roOm. 

Source of water or water supply.-" A 
public system or private company" refers 
to a common source supplying running 
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water to six or more housing units. The 
water may .be.supplied by a city, county, 
w_ater district, or pri"'.ate water company, 
or it may be obtained from a well which 
supplies six or more housing units. If a 
well provides water for· five or fewer 
housing units, it is classified as an "in· 
dividual well." Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally 
~'drilled" o~ "dug." Water sources such a~ 
springs, creeks, riyers, cisterns,. ponds, !Jr 

'lakes. are· included. in• the "other'' cate
gory. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water 
supply were asked when tne unit had 
piped water inside the structure. The 
water may be available from sources such 
es e sink, washbasin, bathtub, or shower. 
A unit is classified es having no piped 
water:inside structure if the unit has· no 
piped water or if the only piped water 
available is outside the. structure-for ex· 
ample, on an open porch. or in another 
building; Data on breakdowns or- failures 
of water supply are .shown if the housing 
unit was occupied by the head of the 
household at least 90 days prior to the 
inter~iew and if the breakd!JWn or failure 
last~d .6 conse~utive hours or longer dur· 
ing the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or. failures in the water 
supply mean that the unit was completely 
without running water from its regular 
source. A unit·was considered to be com· 
pletely without running water if (1) the 
water system serving the unit supplied no 

·water at all, or 12) no water.was available 
in the unit due to a breakdown or failure 
in the water supply inside the structure, 
or (3) the equipment and. facilities (i.e .. 
faucets in th.e kitchen and the bathroom 
sinks, faucet and shower in the bathtub, 
flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If 
the faucet in the kitchen was broken, but 
the one in the bathtub was working, the 
~nit was not classified as being co.m· · 
pletely without water. 

Units with a breakdown or failure in 
the ~ater supply are also classified ac
cording to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source 
of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" re:fer to such problems as 
broken pipes in the unit (or building) or 
turning the water off in the unit (or 
building) :for maintenance and repairs. 

"Problems outside the building" refer to 
such problems as power failures, breaks ir:i 
the main water line, or shutdowns by the 
water c~mpany for maintenance and re· 
pairs. 

Availability of piped water.-Units with 
no piped water in the building' are classi
fied by whether piped water is available 
within a quarter of a mile. 

' 
Sewage disposal.-A "public 'sE!'wer" 'iS' 
connected to a citV, countV, sarlit8ry 
d.iStrict, neighborhood, or SUbctivfsion 
sewer systerii. It· may be operated. by a 
QoveiniTiental body or privat~ organiza
tion. A "septic tank or cesSp'Ool" is an 
underground tank or pi\ used for disposal 
of sewage. Small sewage treatment plants. 

. which in some localities ere called neigh
borhood septic tanks. are classified as 
public sewers. A chemical· tOilet uses 
chemicals to. break down or dissolve 
~wage; a privy refers to an "outhouse". 
or other small shelter outside the unit 
which contains a toilet. Units. for which 
sewage is disposed of in some other 
way are.included in the "other" category. 

The data on.breakdowns or'..failures in 
the means of sewage disposal a~e I imited 
to units in which the' means of sewage 
disposal was a public sewer, s~ptic tan~. 
or cesspool. The breakdown ··or failure 
may 'haVe been the result of an over· 
loaded sewage disposal system, lack of 
running water, a broken or cracked tank, 
et<:. Data on breakdowns are shown 'if the 
housing unit was occupied by the head of 
the "household at least 90 days prior to 
the interview and if the breakdown or 
failure lasted 6 consecutive hours or 
longer during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

flush toilet.-The statistics ·on break· 
downs or failures of flush .toilet are 
limited. to units that had all• plumbing 
facilities with only one flush toilet; that 
is, one complete bathroom or· one com~ 
plete bathroom plus a half bath without 
flush toilet. The flush toilet may be com
pletely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped. up soil pipe, leek of water. sup' 
plied to the flush toilet, or some other 
reason. 

·-Units with breakdown or failure in· 
flush toilet are classified by the number 
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Of bre8kdowris or failures and t6 the most 
comm On' sOurce ·of ·the problem-.' "Pi'ob2 
1ems inside 'the building" refer to Such 
breakdowns of failures as broken pipes in 
the unit (or building), a cracked or 
broken bowl, or faulty flushing mecha; 
nism. "PrOble~s. outsid~ ·the\ 'buildin9'; 
refer to suCh . breakd,owns o.r 'failures ·as 
breciks in the rriain water Or Sewer line Or 
shutdowns by the wate; 'companV for 
maintenance or repairs. 

Data on brecikdownS' oi- fa'ilure~ ·of, 
fl~sh toilet are shown if the housinQ unit 
was· ~·ccupied bV the head oi h~usehold at 
ieast 90 days prior to the interView •. and if 
the b~e·a~down or ·f~ilure lasi~d .6 ~on· 
sec;;ut.i_v:e hours 9r m,ore during th.e 90 days 
~rior to.the in~erview. 

Eciuipm~!l! and Fu~ls .·, .. 

Telephone aVailable.-A unit is classified 
as having a teleph.one if there is· a tele
Phone available for reCeivirlg· calls t.o' the· 
Occupants of. the unit. The telephone· 
may be ·located ·ouiside or "inside" the 
housing ·unit, and one· telephone· may 
;;erve the occupcints of several units. The 
1umber of housing'units with a-telephone 
1Vailable, therefore, does not indicate the 
1umber of telephones installed in homes. 

~ . ' \ . ' 
_ieatjng equipment.-','Warm·air. f~r.n~ce" 
e~ers to a c:entral system which p~ovi.des 

varm: ~.ir thro~gh d~c~s.leading to var!9t..i~ 
ooms .. A. ."hea·t pump" refers to an elec· 
r(c heating-co~ling Systein which utili.zes 
·~door ~~d ouido0r Coils,. a: ref.rig~ra~t. 
1nd a Compressor"to .. p~'n,p ·hot ai·r.fn·d~'r.~ 
:ng ih~ wi~t.er a.nd 'C'ooled air .. i

0

n .duri~g 
the s.ummer. 'ontV. heat ~pu.~ps .that a~e 

. ' . . . ·- . 
centrally installed. with. qucts .. to .. tt°'e 
rooms are incl~ded · i~ this ca~e~ry. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central 
heating system in·which·heat from steam 
or. hot .water is delivered· through.· radi
ators or. other outlets. '.'Built-in electric 
units" are permanently installed in floors~ 
walls, ceilings,. or baseboardst.·A· '~floor, 
wall; or pipeless. furnace" delivers~warm 
air to the room right'abOve the .furnace or 
to ·the· room(s) .on one 1or both .sides· of 
the.wall in which:the··furnace is.iristalled. 
'· "Room heaters with flue" ·include cir· 

culating heaters, Convectors, radiant gas 
heaters, ·and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, ·oil~ kerosene, or other 

liqUid fuels, and which 8re connected'to a 
flue~ ·vent; of" chimney io ·remove ·sniOke 
and furileS. "RoOiTI ·heaters without flue" 
incluae; any· room heater (not portable) 
that bur.ns gas, oil, 0( kerosene w~ich ,is·. 
not· Connected to a·flue", vent, or''chim· 
ney. "F irePlaCes. · stOves, ·or· · portable 
heaters" ·include. room heaters· th~t burn 
cOal, coke, :charcOal, · Woocf ~or >other 
solids.·· I~ also includes portable room. 
heaters that burn:ker9sene, gasoline, fuel 
oil~ or Ottier"liqUid rfuel.~as well"BS port: 
able electric heaters that get current from 
an electrical wall outlet. 

For vaca~t units·from'which·the heat· 
irig equipment. had been' removed, the 
equipment used by the last occupants was 
to be rep·orted: ·. 

For breakdowns or failures of heatinQ 
equipment, data are ·shown· for units 
occupied by" the household head during 
the winter prior to the interview if the 
eqUipment was unusable-for 6 conSecu
tive hciurs orlonger during.that time.· To 
qualify as havlrlg·liVed here'"last winter," 
the household ·head muSt have moved 
intO the unit pridr io ·February 1977. · 

Heating. equipment is considered Un
usable 'if it cannot be used for the pur
poses-intended; the breakdown or·failure 
may be cauSed· by broken Pipes, electrical 
or gas parts._-out of 'order, or downed 
power lines. - !· 

lnSufficient heat:-The statistics presented 
refer to housing units in which the hoUse
h'old head occupied the unit during the 
Winter prior to the ·date· of the' interview. 
To 'qualify as having ·lived here '.'last 
winter," the household' head must ·have 
mo~ed in~~ the· uriit prior to FebruarY 
1977 .. ' 

Separate !'data'· are·shown ·for· Units with 
additiOrlal ·he.at'· ·saUrce, · 1rooms Which 
lcicked; Specified heat Source,· and 'units 
with cloSeo roOms. ·The term ·~specified 
heating equipment":: 7 iricludes· warm~ciir 

furnace; •'steam· Or hot water systems; 
built-iri electric·units; flcior, wall,~or pipf?
less furnace; and··room heaters with·flue. 
Excluded 'are" room ·heaters· without flue 
or· vent.· fireplaces,"'stoves,' and portable 
heaters. , "' 

The ·data On. additional heat .-source 
refer to units· with "specified heating 
equipment" which had to use additional 

sources of heat to supplement' the regular 
heating" systeni becauSe the reQular system 
did not provide enough heat. Additional 
sources of heat su·ch as ·kitchen stoves, 
fireplaces, or portable heaters>may have 
been used only in' 1 the ·moriiings or· on 
very· cOld . evenir"!gs. 1 .Electric blankets, 
heating pads, or hot water bottles are not 
cOnsidered,.additional s0urce's·6f heat. 

"RoOms lacking.sPecified heat source" 
inCIUde· rooms lac~ing_ hot air ducts, rE!g· 
iSt'erS, radiators·, and room heaters. The 
intent of.this item was to identify r"ooms 
in units with "specified heating e·quip· 
ment" which did not contain the means 
of conveYing the heat' to the' ro9m. ·The 
kitchen ~as. not con5idered. to b.e .a room 
for this iter:n. 

Separate d~ta are als9 shown for 
roo~s whi<;:h. were closed because they 
could r:ic;>t be kept warm. The rooms must 
t)aVe b~~n ·closed for 7 ~onsecutive day~ 
or longer during t.he previous winter, and 
1:he unit ijiust have "he~tj.ng equipm,ent.'~ 
_For_ thiS item, also, the k\tchen. was no~ 
considered,a room. , 

Air conditioning.-Air con~itioning is de· 
fined as the cooling of ·air by a refriger~
tion·· -unit; excluded_ ·are. evaporative 
coolers,. fans, or· blowers which are not 
connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which 
is lnStalled in a window or an outside wall 
and ·is -generally intended' to coal· one 
room,· although it may sometime's be used 
to· cool. more than one room .. A central 
system--is ,a central installation which air
conditipns the·entire housing unit. In an 
apartment building;- a central system may 
cool all apartme~ts ,in the building, each 
apartment may have its oWn central 
system, or. there may be several systems. 
each Providing .central ai·r: conditioning 
f~r a group of apartments. A central 
installation with individual·room ·controls 
is a central air-conditioning system. 

Automobiles and trucks available.-Statis
tics on "automobiles available~.· represent 
the •number of. passenger automobiles, 
including statiOn wagons·and vans, which 
cire owned or regularly used by any mem
ber of· the "household and which are 
ordinarily kept at· home. The figures 
include leased automobiles, taxicabs, and 
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company-owned automobiles kept at 
home. Police cars, pickups, or larger 
trucks were not to be counted. In the 
1973 Annual Housing Survey, .taxicabs 
kept at home were not included iri the 
count of "automobiles available.''. 

The· data on "trucks available" repre· 
sent the number Of pickups and sm~ll 

panel trucks of one-ton capacity or less 
which are owned or regularly used by any 
member of the household and which are 
ordinarily kept at home. Trucks used for 
business purposes were· includ.ed only if 
also used for personal activities of house
hold members. 

The statistics do not reflect the· num
ber of privately owned automobiles or 
trucks or the number of households own

. ing such vehicles. 

Fuels used for house heating and cook
ing-''Utility gas" is gas that is piped 
through underground pipes from a central 
system and serves the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in 
tanks which are refilled or exchanged 
when empty. "Kerosene, etc.", includes 
kerosene, gasoline, alcohol, and other 
combustible liquids. "Solar heat" refers 
to a system installed in the unit which· 
utilizes the energy available in sunlight. 
to gain and store heat. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel such as briquettes 
made of pitch and sawdust, coal dust, 
corricobs, or purchased steam. 

Owned second home.-A second home 
may be a single·family house, vacation 
cottage, hunting cabin, ski lodge, etc., 
which is owned and held for use some
time during the year by the owner or 
members of the household. Second homes 
may also be owned in partn'ership or on a 
shared basis with me:mbers of a differen·t 
ho~sehold. The figures include seconq 
homes which are sometimes rented or 
leased on a short·term b8sis to· other 
persons but are principally held foi the 
owner's occasi_onal use during the year. 

The statistics refer to the number of 
households that own {one or more) sec-. 
ond homes. The data, therefore, do not 
reflect the number of owned second 
homes. {See also discussion of vacant 
units "Held for occasional use" in section 
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on "Occupancy and Vacancy .Character· 
istics.") 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Gar~age collection service . ...:..A housirig 
uiiit is Classified as having garbage col· 
lectiOn service if either a private or public 
company collects the trash or garbage on 
a regular basis and Carries it to public 
disposal areas. Units'with garbage collec
tion· service are classif~ed by the frequency• 
of the service. In so.me areas where the· 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (p3per, cans, 
etc.) by another. data are obtained only 
for the garbage collection service. 

If the household does not have garbage 
collection service, the means of garbage 
disposal is classified as follows: · 

Incinerator, trash chute, or com· 
pactor.-An incinerator is a large unit, 
on the property designed to burn all 
trash and garbage. Trash chl!tes and 
compactors were mark!!d as the means 
of. garbage disposal when the final 

· means of ~isposal was. not knoWn; i.e., 
. if the respondent knew only that the 

garbage '.JVaS put down a trash ~hute ·or 

that the gar~g~ goes into a cOmpactor. 
A compactor is a unit which ·packs 

.trash and garbage into smaller units for 
disposal. 

Garbage disposal unit. -A garbage dis
posal unit is connect~ to the kitchen 
sink and grinds up the garbage which is 
disposed of throu·gh the sewage 
system. 

Other means-If the methOd·. o'f dis· 
posal does not fall into any of the clas
sifications specified, it is classified as 
"other means." 

The statistics on ga.rbage and trash col· 
lection service presented in part D are re· 
stricted to renter-occupied units for 
which cash rent is paid and ~x~lude o~e
fami.ly homes on 10. acres. or .more .. The 

data refer to whether or riot the cost of 
garbage and trash collection service is 
paid by the renter .. 

Exterminator service.-The sta~istics on 
exterminator service refer to households 
that have been at their present address 

for at least 3 months prior to the date of 
the interview and who reported that they 
had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or build· 
ing during the last 3 months. Signs of 
mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or 
ripped or torn food containers.' "Regular 
extermination service" refers-t~ periodic 
visits by a licensed company or ·individual 
who uses chemicals and sprays to.control 
oi kill pests and rodents. T~e regular 
service interval ·may be once a month, 
four times a year, or any other such in· 
terval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is 
called only when needed by the house
hold or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it 
is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. "No extermination 
service" includes units in a 'house or 
building that h~ not been serviced during 
the 12 months prior to the interview and 
where it is not known if there·is any ex· 
terminator service. 

,. 

Neighborhood conditions and ':neighbor· 
hood services.-The. statistics presented 
are based on the respondent's opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood. 
Thus, the respondent's ans~er may 
or. may rlot refleCt the "actual" de· 
scription of the neighborhood. Further
more, the respondent may not have the 
same opinion as a neighbor about the 
neiQhborhood conditions and/or neighbor· 
hood services; for example, the respond
ent may feel that the streei lighting 
or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
satisfactory while th"e neighbor, may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neigh· 
borhood conditions and wish to 
move. -Data on neighborhood con
ditions are based on the respondent's 
answers to a two-part question con· 
cerning specific conditions existing in 
the neighborhood. The respondent was 
asked (1) if the condition was present 
in the neighborhood and, (2) if present, 
how the respondent felt about it by 
selecting one of the following cate· 
gories: (a) does not bother. (b) bothers 
a little, (c) bothers very much, (d) 
bothers so much would like to move. 
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· 1-. A'irplane noise.-This 'Category 
refers to the respondent's opinion· 
concerning noise made by·airplanes 
in landing or taking off or sonic 
booms from nearby ··airpofts· or 

military b'ases.· 

~-·Street noise.-Street noise refers. 
to noise made by children play_ing · 
outdoors, 'noise· from a factory or 

business, or any other sounds that 
J .. ;.· the ·· respOndent ·· Corisiders street 
"· "noise. 

., ... 3 .. Heavy t~~ffic . ....:.This category 

refer~ to the presence of Cars and/or . 
\r.uCks. which the responde;nt classi· 

f.ies ?S heavy traffic. 

4. Streets need repair,-The data 
are based On the respondel'.l(s opin· . 
ion that. the streets, either paved·or 
unpaved, are continually. in _need of 
.repair . or are ,bordered by open' 
ditches .used for ~ater -or sewage. 
drainage. 

·· ~ 5. Roads imPassable . .....:This" cate
gory' refers "to roads that the· re· 
spondent repOrted t~ be neglected 
by State, county, or city crews dur
iri9 ·~nowStofrTI'S, · hecl·vy rainst~r:-ns. 
Or other s.uch co~ditions tHat m.ake 
a r6ad impasSabl~: 

' -

6. Pc;> Or. street I ighti ng. -Poor street 
lighting. includes areas, in the opin· 
ion o·.f the responden.t, that h~_ve no 

.. str~et I ighting, str_eets with ins';Jffiqi · 
en~. !ightin.g, and ~treets "Vhe~e the. 
'li~hting ~oe~. not w.ork adequately .. 

7. Crime.-This· category refers .. to 
all forms of street· a.nd ·ne_ighbor· 
hood cri~e"such as petty theft,· 

·assaults· against the P!?rson, ,burg· 
lary, etc., or any related activities 
that .. th~· resPo.~de~·t ju'9ges to be 
a crime. 

8. Litte.r.-lncluded are all tv'.pes of 
tra~h~· d~b~is, or junk such' aS ,p,aper, 

ca'ns, oi abandoned. cars in the 
- . .. . .; ! " '. 

street, on empty .lots, or, on proper· 
~ies · qn.· thf. street which' "tti'e re

spondent considers as litter. 
' " ' ' 

9. Aban9oned, - buildingso-Aban-
. doned buildings refer to both single 
and· !TIUltiunit buildings which the 
respondent reported to be aban
doned or boarded up. Included in 

i:his· category are rem"ains of pre-· 
vlous buildings._ 

10. Mousing in rundown co~di· 

. tio~.,-This caie'gorY ·~efers to occu
pied housing units which, 'in the re-· 
spo~dent's opini9n, are'in rundowi: · 
condition. : ' 
11. ·commercial or~ indListf-ial;....:This' 
category refers to· i::omi'nercial, in
dus·trial. or bther activities, includ~ 

·' 'ing botti· large an(fsrhall)iridustries 
as wen as businesses and .stores, "that. 
the respondent COnSiders to be 'non· 
residfntial. 

12. Od.~rs.-This ca.teg~ry refers to 
the respo~dent·~ oP(ni9n, c~bc~rr)
i_ng fumes, smoke, .or gas ~om_irig 

fro0 cars, trUck~. n~arby.jnduStr.ies~ 
, factories, b~sinesses, etc.· 

. Neighborhood services.~Data on 
neighborhood services are based on the 
respondent's answer. to a ··two-part 

.·.question concerning · neighborhood 
services. The .respondent wasiaske9 (1) 
if a particular ·neighborhOop. service 
was satisfactory·; and, ·(21. if n'ot_ satis
factory, how the respondfnt felt about 
the service by .selecting one of. the 
following· categories: (al: qoes. ·~ot 
bother; (b) bothers a little, (c) bothers 

.very much, (d) bothers.so much would 
like to move. 

1. Public transportation . ....:.. These· 
data reflect th"e resp0hdent's oPin

, ion of the availability. ·of Public 
transportation, such as bus, subway. 
or taxicab service. 

2. Schools.-These ·statistics reflect 
·the respondent's~opinion about the 

Schools in the neighborhood~· such 
as the proxlmitY of the 'school, pop
u\ation.of the student_bqdy, etc., 

3. Neighborhood shoppir{g,-:-This 
category ,_'referS :to the responde·M·t;s 

. opinion rega'rdin'g stores," such as 
gr.oCery or dr.ug sto~es, in l:hi~ Vici'n-. 

.. ity: ·a.nd their m~rChan.dise, pi-ices, - . ' . 
or services. 

4. Police Protection.-This cate
gory refers to the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, qua I-· 
ity, quantity, and response 'time Of 

·services' th.at should be provided by 

·.the po!ice .. · 

5. Ou1door recreation facil.iti~s. 
~uch_,as parks, playgrounds or swim
ming pools.-This ~ cateQOry ·refers 
tg th-e resPoriderit's assessment of 
neighborhood outdoor recreation 

: faci I ities. 

6.· Hospitals and' health clinics:
Tliis categbry refers to the quality 
and proximity of health facilities, 
etc., s·erving the~ locaF·'cOrTimuriity 

in the opinion of the 'resp.ondeiit. 

Neighborhood ~services· and wish to 
move.:.._The Category· "household 
Would like to nlovf" consists ·of hous
ing units·in which the respondent con
siders one or more of the specified 
neighborhood. services (such as Public 
transportation): so inadequate. .or un

._satisfactory that the respondent would 
like to move. from t.h~ neighborho_od. 

, The figures shown -.for ~he cate
gories under~ ''household would like to 
n,iove" will not add to the total be
cau_se more t~an one inadeql!ate service 
may: ha,ve been reported for the same 
_unit: 

oVerall "opinion Of '1eighborhood.-The 
data pres,ent~d "a·re · baS'ed on the re
Sponderit's .o.VerBll. oP'iriio.n Of the 
neighbrirho0d ~cC~rdin9 to· the .street 

. conditions and the ~eigh,borhood serv
ices availab18 (described in .preceding 
paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate. the_. street Or 'n~iQtiborhOod as 
eXc~ile~t, ·good, fair, .~r .. PoOr. Data are 
a·1so. 'show·n -tor ~ish ta· move because 

~f undesirab1~.street c~nditions cross
classifi.ed .bY the respondent's overall 

-'opi~(Q~ of the neight>Orti·Ood. ' , . .. . . ' . ~·" ' ' . . 

Financial· Characteristics 

v8iue'.-Va1ue is: th~ reSpondent'S esti· 
mate of ho~ much the· property (house 
and 10~) ~Ou'1d sell 'fo~ if it" were·fOi- sale. 
Th"e statistiCS O~ value a·re 'shown only 
for one-family homes on· less than" 10 
acres" withOut· a commei-cial "estSblishment 
or medical or dental office·?n·the pi-Op· 
erty .. Owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dOminiums, ·m~bile honies> and trailers 
are'fxcluded from the Value tabulations. 
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Value-income retio.-The value-income 
ratio is computed by dividing the value 
of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or· primary indi
vidual. The data are presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which 
"value" was tabulated (see "Value" for 
exclusions). The ratio was computed 
separately for each unit and was rounded 
to the nearest tenth. In reporting value, 
respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints 
of the value intervals were used in the. 
computation of the value-income ratio, 
except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned 
for values iess than $5,000 and a mean of 
$165,000 was assigned for values of 
$150,000 or more. For income, the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied 
by families or primary individuals who re· 
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed.'' 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
12 months prior to the date of the inter
view. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked.-For vacant units, the 
sales price is the amount asked for the 
property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the 
property is sold. The statistics on sales 
price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale one-family homes on less than 10 
acres without a commercial estabi'ishment 
or medical or dental office on the 
property. 

Garage or carport on l?'roperty .-The 
garage or carport must be currently 
available for use by the occupants of the 
unit; i.e., members of the household can 
use it for parking even if it is currently 
used as a storage area for items such as 
lawn equipment or furniture. It may be 
attached to the house or it may be com
pletely unattached, but it must be on the 
property. Excluded are garages or car· 
ports that have been convert;ed tO.other' 
uses such as living quarters, an area used. 
for business purposes, an area rented to 
someone else, or for some reason cannot 
be used for parking. 

Mortgage or debt stetus.-Mortgage status 
refers to Ol"!e·family homes and debt 
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status refers to mobile homes and trailers. 
Units with no mortgage or similar debt 
outstanding on the property comprise the 
category "owned free and clear." Also in· 
eluded in this category are housing units 
in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rerit"; that is, the occu
pant owns the unit but leases, rents, or 
pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Mortgage sta.tus-The data are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-family homes 
on less than 10 acres without a com
mercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-ocrupied cooperative 
and condominium units. A mortgage or 
similar debt refers to all forms of debt 
where the property is pledged as secur
ity for payment of the debt.· It in
cludes such debt instruments as deeds 
of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three 
arranQements, usually a third party, 
known as the trustee, holds the title to 
the property until the debt is paid. In 
the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller 
(vendor) reserves, in the deed· to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure 
payment of the balance of the pur
chase price. Also included as a mort
g.age or similar debt are contracts to 
purchase, land contracts, and lease
purchase agreements where the title to 
the property remains with the seller 
until the agreed upon payments have 
been made by the buyer. 

Debt status. - The data are limited to 
owner-occupied mobile homes and 
trailers on less than 10 acres. Units 
where payments are being fnade 
toward the purchase of the mobile 
home or trailer comprise the category, 
"Installment loan or contract." 

Mortgage insurance.-The data are re
stricted to owner-occupied units with a 
mortgage or similar debt. In addition, 
the units must be one-family homes on 
less than 10 acres without a commercial· 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. Owner-occupied co
operatives, condominiums, mobile homes, 
and trailers are excluded from the tabu
lations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial Protec
tion provided to the lender iri' case the 
borrower fails to keep up the r"!luired 
mortgage payments and defaults on the 
loan. Such insurance protection is offered 
by both the Government, actin·g as an in· 
surance agent, and by private mortgage 
insurance companies. The Federal govern· 
ment agencies that currently insure or 
guarantee mortgages or similar debts in
clude the Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), the Veterans' Administration 
(VA). and the Farmers Home Administra· 
tion. Mortgages or loans that are not in· 
sured or guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the 
Farmers Home Administration are re
ferred to as "conventional" mortgages. 
Mortgage debts insured or guaranteed by 
State or local government agencies are 
not included in the category "Insured by 
FHA, VA, or Farmers Home Administra
tion". 

The Federal Housing Administration 
insures loans on homes. The, Veterans' 
Administration guarantees or insures 
loans under the Servicfman's Readjust· 
ment Act (G.l.Bill). The Farmers Home 
Administration provides much· the same 
service as FHA, but confines its assistance 
to rural areas. 

.. 

Private mortgage insurance companies 
provide insurance prOtection to.lenders so 
that borrowers ·may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than 
nonil'.lsured loans. Downpayment and 
.monthly payment are often less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are generally 
longer and the borrower pays an insur
ance premium as part of the monthly 
mortgage payment. The data· on private 
mortgage insurance is not sepafable from 
data on other conventional loans and is 
therefore included in the cateQory "Not 
insured or insUred by private mortgage in
surance." 

Real estate taxes last year.-The data are 
restricted to owner-occupied, one-family 
homes on less than 10 acres witho1:-1t a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and 1 

trailers. "Real estate taxes last year" 
refers to the total amount of all real 
estate taxes payable on the entire prop-
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erty during the last billing period. It in· 
eludes State and local real estate taxes. 
Not included are payments on delinquent 

taxes. d!Je from prior years or payments 
for special assessmerits, facilities, or serv
ices. When the real estate taxes are in· 
eluded with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In par;t C, the mean real estate taxes 
for last year per $1.000 value of the prop· 
erty (house and lot) are presented. Hous· 
ing uni~s for which no taxes are paid are 
excluded from the· computation of the 
mean. 

Property insurani;::~.-This· refers to fire 
and hazard insurance; that is, policies 
which protect the unit and its contents 
against loss due to damage by fire, 
lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies ar~ also included 
since this type of insurance has fire and 
hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such cis 
liability. If ~he cost of the insurance was 
included as part of the mortgage pay· 
ments, . a separate amount for the insur
ance ~a; obtained. 1 The amount of the 
insuranCe premium reported was the 
amount pa'id for an entire 12-month 
period even if made in two or more in· 
stallments. Property insurance is shown 
only as a component of "Selected mon
thly housing 

0

costs" anq "Selected mor:i· 
thly housing costs as percentage of in
come." (See parts A, C, and E.) The data 
are presented separately for owner-occu
pied, one·family homes on less than 10 
acr~s without a commercial establishment 
or medical or dental office on the prop
erty and ·for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less _than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied co
operative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs.-The 
data are presented separately for owner· 
occupied, one-family homes on less than 
10 acres without a commercial establish-. 
ment or medical or dental office on the 
p~operty and for ow'ler·occ~pied mobile' 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The data exclude owner-occupied coop· 
erative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown for units "with a 
m'ortgage" and for units "owned free 

and clear." Selected monthly· housing 
costs is the sum_ of payments for mortgage 
or loan outstanding, real estate taxes 
(including taxes on mobile home or trail· 
er site if· the site is owned), property in· 
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water. 
and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, kero· 
sene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households that• had a mortgage or 
similar debt but failed to report the 
amount of their payment and/or those 
households that did not repert their real 
estate taxes were included in the "not re
ported" category. Likewise, for mobile 
homes and trailers, households that. had 
an installment loan or contract but failed 
to report their loan payment and/or their 
taxes were also included ,in· the "not re
perted" category. 

Selected monthly housing costS as per
centage of income.-The yearly housing 
costs (selected monthly housing costs 
multiplied by 12) are expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family 
or primary individual. This percentage is 
presented for the same owner-occupied 
units for which "selected monthly hous· 
ing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, 
see ''Selected monthly housing costs").· 
The ·percentage was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. ·For income and "selected 
monthly housing costs" the dollar 
amounts were used. Units occupied by · 
families or primary individuals who re· 
ported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed.". 

Households that did not repert the 
amount of, or did not pay mortgage or 
similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reperted"· category." 

Acquisition· of property. -This iterTI in· 
dicates how the current owner acquired 
the property; i.e., whether by purchase 
or by means other than purchase. Data 
are . presented for one-family homes 
which are on less than 10 acres, owned 
free and clear and without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

Placed or aisumed a mortgage . .,-This 
includes units where the present owner 

had to place one or more new mort· 
gages in ord_er to obtain the property 
or assumed an existing mortgage_ on 
the property. The intent. is to deter
mine· whether the property was ever 
mortgaged by the present occupants 
even though there was no mortgage at 
the time of the interview. 

Acquired through inheritance or gift. -
This includes P,roperty acquired as a 
beneficiary of an estate and property 
acquired through a gift. 

Paid all ·Cash.-ln these c~ses, the 
owner paid cash for the total cost of 

. ttie property and no mortgage or other 
similar debt was involved.· 

Acquired in other manner.-This cate· 
gory includes acquisitions of proper
ties through foreclosure, delinquent 
tax sale, corporate ~.eorganiiation, or 
trade for another .property. Also in· 
eluded are those cases in which the 

, owner acquired the property with bor-
rowed· funds (for all or part of the pur-

:. chase price or cost of construction) 
and this loan was not secured.-by the 
property; i.e., a mortgage, deed of 
trust, land contract, etc. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 
months.-The statistics refer io· the 12 
months priOr ·to the interview and are re
stricted to c:>wne~-occupied, one-family 
homes on less than 10 acres.without a 
commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the p'roperty. 

The data are presented ·according to 
whether the alterations and repairs cost 
less than $200 or $200 or more, The total 

. cost of the labor and materials was to be 
reported. However, if the labor was per· 
formed by the occupants or provided 
without charge, only the cost of the 
materials was obtained. The cost pertains 
to a single job; for example, if several jobs 
were done, each costing less than' $200 
but the sum 'total was over $200, it was 
reported as· costing less than $200 since 
none of the jobs by themselves Cost 
$200 or more. ··· 

Additions. -Additio"ns refer to floor 
· space built onto, above, or below an 

existing unit in orde~ to increase the 
enclosed space "(ithin the house; for 
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example, a bedroom or basement 
· added onto a house. It may also be 
·construction of other buildings on the. 
property. The building, .such as- a 
garage, may not necessarily be at· 
!ached. 

Alterations. - These are permanent 
dlanges made either to the inside or 
outside of a 'structure including the 
surrounding grounds. Alterations in· 
side the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent 
modification of space; for exami;:>1e, 
construction of a breakfast ,nook in a 
kitchen. It may involve completely re· 

modeling a room, such as a kitchen or 
bathroom, or a structural change, such 
as separation of living and· dining 
areas by a permanent room divider. It 
may also include attached· equipment 
installed in the house for the first 
time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Altera· 
tions outside the structure consist of 
installing walks, driveways, fenc'es, 
storm windows or doors, planting trees 
Or shrubbery, or swimming pools built 
into the ground. 

Replacements. -This refers to the com
plete substitution of a new piece of 
fixed . equip":l~nt,. surfacing, or fixed . 
appliances· for an old item that was 
previ"ously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning 
system for one that no longer func-

. tioned properly. Excluded are appli-
. ances such as clothe~ washers, refrig· 

erators, or window air-conditioners. 

Repairs. - This· refers to jobs necessary 
·for maintenance a·nd preventive care of 
the structure, property. or fixed equip
.ment; for example, painting, papering, 
.floor sanding, mending water pipes, 
, and replacing parts of large equipment 
such as a furnace valve. 

Plan~ ~for jmprovements during the next 
12 months.-This item .is restricted to 
own.er-occupied, , one-family homes on 
less than 10 acres Without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. This item refers to the 
respondent's plans, if any. to make im
provements on the property (additions, 
alterations, ' replB:Cements, or repairs) 
during the 12-month period following 
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the interview and whether the labor an'd/ 
or. materials for any one job would cost 
more or less than $200. 

Purchase price of mobile home.-This 
item refers to owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
The purchase price is the total cost of 
the mobile home or trailer at the time 
of purchase including the downpaym·ent 
but excluding site costs or closing costs. 
The "not purchased" category refers to 
mobile homes and trailers that were not 
purchased by any occupant of the unit; 
f6r example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 

Vear mobile home acquired.-This item 
pertains to· owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
"Year acquired" is the calendar year that 
the current owner took possession of the 
mobile home or trailer, not the year 
the mobile home or trailer was manu
factured. "Acquired" includes purchase 
as well as other forms of taking possession 
such as inheritance, gift, trade, and 
foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new.-The data 
pertain to owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Ac
quired new" means that no other .p!rson 
or family lived in the mobile home or 
used it for a business, etc., before the 
present owner acquired it. 

Contract rent.-Contracf rent is the 
monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or 
ser.vices·,are ·included. The statistics on 
rent exclude one-family homes and mo
bile ··homes and trailers on 10 acres or 
more. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown sep· 
arately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabu· 
lations. 

Gross rent.-The computed rent, termed 
"gr:_oss rent," is the contract rent plus the 

_ esti'!"lated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity. gas. water) and. fuels (oil, 
coa I, kerosene, wood, etc.) if these items 
are paid for by the renter ·(or paid for 
by someone else, such· as a relative, wel· 
fare agency, or friend) in addition to rent. 

Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed. 
t6, or contracted for, regardless of any 
furriishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is Intended 
to eliminate differentials which result 
from varying practices in the inclusion of 
utilities and fuel as part of the rental pay
ment. The estimated costs of water and 
fuels are reported on a yearly basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in 
the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one· 
family houses on 10 acres. or more. 
Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no 
cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing.
The gross rent for nonsubsidized. housing 
units excludes units reported in public · 
housing projects, units with 'Federal, 
State, or local government rent subsidies, 
as;well as one-family homes on 10 acres 
or more. Oaia on nonsubSidiied uriits in 
this report are not based on Qovernment 
or local r.ecords; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing.· 

Gross rent as percentage of income . ..:. The 
yearly gross rent (monthly grOss rent 
multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family· 
or primary individual. The percentage 
is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent was tabulated; 
thus, the statistics on g'.ross rent as per
centage o'f income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied uiiits. The per· 
centage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest· 
whole number. For gross rent' and in· 
come, the dollar amounts were used'.in 
the computation .. Units for which no cash 
,rent was paid and units occupied by fami
lies or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the 
category "not computed.'' 

The 1977 income statistics are for the 
1'2 months prior to the date of the.inter
view. For 1970, the income: statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rem in nonsubsidized housing as · 
percentage of income.-Jhis item was 
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computed ln the same manner as "gross 
rent as percentage of income" except that 
rents and incomes for public and sub
sidized .. housing units were excluded. 
Data on nonsubsidized units. in this re· 
port are not based on government or 
local records; they are, therefore, sub
ject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classifV the unit as subsidized- or 

nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (parking facilities, gar
bage and trash collection, and furniture).
Counts are shown separately for units in 
which parking facilities. ga.rbage an~ trash _ 
collection, arid furniture are included in 
the rent. The data are restricted to rente~-' 
occupied units for which cash rent is paid 
and exclude one-family -homes ori 10 
acres or more. 

Parking facilities. - The statistics refer 
to off-street parking facilities which 
are available in connection with the 
building. The facilities are provided by 
th~ landlord or management and must 
be available without additional cost to 

,the renter. The parking facility may be 
a garage, carport, driveway, or open 
lot w~ere the C?ccupant may park his 
car off the street. 

Garbage and trash co//ection.-lncluded 
are units whi~h have garbage and 
trash collection service available in 
.connection with the ·building. The. 
service may be public or private and.· 
must be available without additional 
~ost to the renter. If the garbage (food 
waste) is collected by one company 
and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by 
another, the data refer to .the garbage 
collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9, 
separate counts are also shown for 

·renter-occupied units reporting addi· 
tional amounts paid for garbage and 
ti=ash collection service. 

, Fumiture.-The statistics refer to furn
ished apartments or houses in .which 
tti~ management supplied major pieces 

__ pf furniture such as a bed, sofa, c~est 
of drawers, and table and chairs for 

, the u~e of the occupant. Refrigerator, 
C;OOking range or stove, lamps, and 
.rugs. are not considered furniture .. 
Units in which the occupants rent 

furniture from some source other than 
the management are not classified as 
furnished units. 

Rent asked.-For va·cBnt units, the rent is 
the amount asked for the unit at the time 
of the interview and may differ from the· 
rent contracted for when the unit was 
occupied. The data are for vacant, year· 
round units for rent, excluding one
family homes on 10 acres or more. Th~ 
median rent asked is shown separately 
for units in which the rent includes pay
ment for utilities (electricity, gas, and 
w3ter) and "fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.). Median rent asked is ·also 
shown for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities and fuels, as well as 
garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing.- : 
A housing unit is classified as being in a 
"public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is·located is owned.by 
a local housing authoritY or other public 
agency, such as a housing and redevelop· 
ment. authority or a housing development 
agency, and operated as public housing. 
These organizations may receive subsidies 
from the Federal or State government but 
t~e local agency· owns the property. All. 
other housing units are classLfied as 
"private housing.'' 

Private housing units are further classi· 
fied by whether the unit is subsi~ized; 

that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local govern· 
ment program pays part . of the cost of 
construction, building mortgage, or 
op_erati_ng expenses .. These programs in
clude (1) the interest subsidy programs of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for rental and co· 
operative ho~sing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program 
where part of the reri~ for low-inc.ome 
families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) 

the direct loan program of HUD for hous· 
ing the elderly. 

. The statistics on public or subsidized 
housing exclude one-family homes on 10 
acres or .more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addi
tion, the data _are, not based on govern-

ment or local records; the figures are, 
therefore, subject to the ability of a re· 
spondent to properly classify his unit as 
public or private and, if private, as subsi
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household.-A household consists oi all 
the: persons who occupy a housing unit. 
By definition, the count of households 
is the same as the count of occupied. 
housing units. 

Head of household.-One person in each 
household is designated as the "head"; 
th~t is, the person who is r~garded as the 
head by the members of the household. 
HOwever, if a married wOman livi.ng with 
her husband is reported as the head, her , 
husband was considered the head for the 
purpose of simplifying the tab~lations .. 

Household composition or type of house·· 
ho.ld.-Statistics by age of head are pre· 
sented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person house· 
holds .. Households having twO or more 
persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrela
tives. -Each household in this group 
consists of the head and his wife, and 
other persons, if any, 811 of whom are 
related to him. In parts B and F, the 
category "husband-wife" consists of 
the head and his wife and all other per
sons occupying the unit whether or 
not they are related to the head. 

Other male head.'-This category in· 
eludes households· with male heads 
who are ma'rried,· but with wife absi!nt 
because of separation Or other reason 
where husband. and wife. maintain sep~ 
arate residences; and male heads who· 
are widowed, divorced, or single. In 
parts A, C, D, and E, this category in· 
eludes households with male head, 
wife present and nonrelatiVes living 
with them. In parts Band F, all "male 
·head, wife present" households are in
cluded in the "husband-wife" cate· 
gory. 

Female head.-'--This grou.p comprises 
households with female heads regard· 
less of their marital status. Included 
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are female heads with no spouse and 
female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for 
example, ·husbands in the Armed 
Forces living on.military installations; 

Households consisting of only one per· 
son are shown separately as "o'1e-person 
households" and. are not included in the 
subcategories "other male head" and .. 
"female head." . 

Family or primary individual.-Housing 
units are occupied by either "families" 
0'. "primary individuals." · The term 
"family," refers 'to the head of a house· 
hold. and all (one or -morel other persons 
living in the same household who are 
related to the head by b_lood, marriage, 
or adoption. If the head lives alone or 
with non relatives only, then the 

0

head 
is cons.idered a "primary individua~." 

Married couples related to the head of 
a family are included in the farpily_ and 
are not considered as separate fam ilie.s. A 
lodger, servan~. or other persons unre· 
lated to the head _is considered a memtJer 
of the hciusehold but not of the family. 

In the statistics ~n househ01d comPosi
tion, families are alway·s included in one 
of the three major groups of two-or· 
more-person ·households. Primary indi· 
viduals with nonrel8tives living with them 
are tabulate·d as "other male head" or 
"female head." Primary individuals living 
alone are always tabulated as "one-person 
households." 

Subfamily.-A subfamily is a married 
couple with or without children, or ?ne 
parent. with one or more own single 
(never married) children under 18 years 
old, living in a household and related to, 
but not including the head of the house· 
hold or his wife. The most commor ex· 
ample of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's 
or wife's par~nts. 

Age of head.-The age classification re· 
fers to the age reported for the head of 
the household as of that person's last 
birthday. 

Parsons 65 years old and over.-All per· 
sons, including the head, who are members 
of the household and are 65 years old and 
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over, are included in the count of persons 
65 years old and over. 

Own children.-Statistics on presence of 
"ow.n" children of household heads are 
shown· in this report. A child under ia' 

. years Old is defined as an "own:• 'child 
if he ·or she is a· single (never married) Son, 
daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of 
subfam iiie's are excluded from the total 
count of own Ch_ildren. 

Other relative of head.-This category 
includes all persons related to the head by 
blood,' marriage, or adoption except w.ife. 
or child .of head and members of ;.,b .• 
fami.lies.' . 

Nonrelative.-A nonrelative of the head is 
any person in the household who is not 
related to the head by· blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomer( boarders, lodgers,· 
partners, resident employees', wards, and. 
foster children are included in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head.
The statistics refer to the highest grade· 
of regular school completed and not ti:; 
the highest grade attended. ·For persons 
still attending school, the highest grade· 
completed. is one less than the one in 
which they are currently enrolled. "Reg· 
ular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or 
parochial schOols, colleges, universities, or 
professional : schools, whether day or 
night school, and whether ·attendance was 
full or part time. That is, "regular school· 
ing" is formal education which may ad· 
vailce a person toward an elementary or 
high school diploma, or college, univer·
sity, or professional school "degree. 
Schooling or tutoring in other than regu
lar' schools is coun~ed only· if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to 
a school in the regular school system. 
Household· heads whose highest grade· 
completed ·was in ·a foreign school system 
or in an ungraded school were instructed 
to report the approximate' equivalent 
grade (or years) in the regular •United 
States school system. They were not re
ported as having completed a given grade -
if they dropped out or failed to pass 

the last grade attended'. Edueation re' 
ceived in the following types of schools is 
not counted as "regular schooling." 
Vocational schools, trade· schools, busi· 
ness schools, and non-creclit adult educa· 
ti on classes.• 

'. _ .. 
Means of transportation and distance and 
travel time ·to work.-The statistics are 
restricted to household heads who had a 
job the week prior to the interview. A 
job is defined as' a' definite arrangem8nt 
for reg~lar part-time or full-time work for 
pay every week or every mon~h. HeadS 

-"'Yho do not report to the. same place Of 
wOrk eVery day comprisf: the ·.:NO fixed 
place of work" category.' • .. 

Head's principal means of ti'B(lsporta
tion to work.-lf different means of 
transportation are used on different 
day's, the means used most often is 
recorded. If more· than·one means of· 
transportation is used each'· day, the 
means covering the greatest distance is 
recorded. A "carpool" is ·where one or 
more persons regularly ride in the car 
with the head; the head may share 
driving, drive others, or ride with 
someone else. The c3tegofy "mass 
transportation" includes railroad, ·sub· 
way, elevated transportation sv.stem, 
l;>u~. and streetcar: -- · -

Distance from home to Work.-The 
statistics refer to the one-waY distance 
the head of household travels from 
home to work. 

, Travel rime from home to w?r~.:-The 
. data refer to the average. time it takes 
· the household head to .travel one-way 

from home to .. work. 

.. 
lncome.-The statistics on inco~e in the 
Annual Housing Survey are based on the 
respondent's reply to questions _on·, in· 
come for the 12 months prior to the in· 
terview and is the sum of the' amounts 
reported for wage S:nd salciry iriCome;··net 
self·emPloyment income, Sociai s'ecUrity 
or railfo'ad retirement inCome, public 
assistance oi welfare paymentS, and all 
other money' income.· The figures repre
sent the amount of ir:1come· receiVed 
before deductions· for perSonal incoine 
taxes, Social Security, union dues, bond 
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purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report, the statistics relate to 
the money income of the f~mily or pri
mary individual occupying the housing 
unit; i.e., the sum of the in.come of the 
head of the family and all other members 
of the lam ily 14 years old and over, or 
the income of the primary individual. 

··incomes of persons living in the unit 
but not related· to the head of the house
hold are not included in th is sum. 

'Wage or salary income is defined as the 
total money earn·i~gs received for work 
performed as an employee at any time 
during the 12-month period prior to the 
interview. It includes wages,. salaries,. 
piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, 
cash bonuses, and Armed Forces pay. Net 
self-employment income is defined as net 
money income (gross receipt_s minus 
oPerating expenses) received from a busi
ness, professional Practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the p~rson was self· 
employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement 
income includes cash receipts of Social 
Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired per
sons, dependents of d.eceased insured 
workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for MedicBre and health insurance 
premiums. Cash receipt of retirement, dis
ability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the 
Railroad Retirement Act are also in· 
eluded. Separate payments received for 
hospital or other medical care are not 
included. 

Income from all othe'r soUrces includes 
money income received from sources 

such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net 
rental income (or loss) from property 
rentals; net receipts from roomers or 
boarders; net royalties; public assistance 
or welfare payments which include cash 
receipts received from public assistanc0 
programs, such as old age assistance, aid 
to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unem
ployment insurance benefits; money re
ceived for tra~.sportation and/or subsis
tence by persons 'participating in special 
governmental training pr.Ograms such as 
the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower .. Development and Training· 
Act workmen's compensation cash bene
fits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of 
the Armed Forces or to survivors of de
ceased veterans; public or private pen· 
sions; periodic receipts from insuran~ 

policies or annuities; alimony or child· 
' support from persons who are no.t mem-
. bers of the household; net gambling gains; 
·and nonservice scholarships and fellow
·.stiips. 

Receipts from the following sources 
were not included as income: Value of. 
income "in kind," such as free living 
quarters, housing subsidies; food stamps, 
or ·food produced and consumed in the 
home; money rec::eived from the sale of 
property (unless the reciPient was en· 
gaged in the business of selling such prop
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; with· 
drawal of bank deposits; accrued intere~t 
on. "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the 
same household; and gifts and l~mp

sum insurance payments, inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the ·charac
teristics of the household refer to differ
ent periods in time. For 1977, the income 
data refer to the i2 months prior to the 
interview and the household characteris· 
tics refer to the date of the interview. For 
1970, income ·data refer to the calendar 
year 1969, but the household character
istics refer.to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
income does not include amounts re
ceived by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the in
come period if these persons no longer 
resided with the family at the time of th.e 
interview. On the other hand, family in
come includes amounts reported by re
lated persons who did not reside with .the 
family during the entire income period 
but who were members of the tam ily at 
the time of the interview: For most 
fam ii ies, however, the incOme reported 
was received by persons who were mem
bers of the family throughout.the income 
period. 

There may be significant differences in 
'the income data between ~he Annual 
Housing Suryey and other Bureau of the 

·Census' surveys and censuses. For exam· 
pie, the time period for income data .. in 
the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while 

· .other income data generally refer to the 
calendar year prior to the. date of the in
terview. Additional differences in the in
come data may be attributed to factors 
such as the various ways income ques· 
tions are asked, the sampling variability 

: and nonsampling errors between the An
nual Housing Survey and othe~ Bureau 
su.rveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing pro
cedures. 
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