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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, ui-b"an housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the rural 
portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 

classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(l )·A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 

census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if' they are located on places of 10 or more acres 
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from which sal~s of farm products amounted to $50 or more 
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $250 or more during the 12·month period prior to 
the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which do not 
meet the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. 
All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census 
Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more 
cities that are independent of any county; for statistical pur
poses, these independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are socially and economically 
integrated with the central city. In the New England States, 
SMSA's consist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each 
SMSA must include at least one central city, and the complete 
title of an SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a 
detailed description of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see 
the Bureau of the Budget publication cited in the preceding 
paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries.' For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey 
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interviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fu.lly the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been ad~ed to this portion_ of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, there 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing· losses 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 reports. In 
the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to losses of 
individual housing units, but, in 1973, a· housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure, in which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In ,addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however. the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because 1of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix Bl. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-'The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that-appear iri 
both the 1970 census and the' 1979 survey. •' ·· ' 1 

There is a major difference, however, in the titne period·Of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D ·and E of tiffs 
series), In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent 'movers" ·"~re 
households that moved into their unit during the 12 morlttiS 
prior to the interview, a' time period of 1 year c)r less. In iR~ 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time ~pe'riods W'e~ 
used. In Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characte_ristics, the 
shortest time period for "year nioved into unit,'; ls~ ;,1969°t% 
March 1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components:(~~ 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December l 9l0 
(approximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Md~~} 
Households, the time period is April 1965 'io 'March ·1976 
(approximately 5 years). i· ·i.~· • 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed undJl-""th~ 
particular subject. ,,. JI{ 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual HoUs·i~Q 
.<, 

Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of SEilf~ 
enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interviEiw~lrl 
the Annual Housing Survey; differences in proceS'ShiQ 

procedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
sampling variability of the estimates from the Ann~al Housiilg 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling err6rs 
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associated with the Annual Housing SuNey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these 
components are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census ta bu· 
lations of the "year structure built" item; i.e., housing units built 

in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new construction." 
Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," "real estate taxes last 

year," and "selected monthly housing costs" are presented in 
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, 
properties, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of !abulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
th,e occupant's answer; iil volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, [eal estate taxes and 
~iected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
~~nihly housing costs include special assessments. 

q( • • 

.Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data-In the 
;ie7o census. data for "years of school completed" were based 
"' one.responses to two questions-the highest grade or year of 
u" regular school each household member attended, and whether 
p~.;~ot that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey, data for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
y~ar' of regular school completed by the ·head. Therefore, the 
.1.979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education level 
of the head of the household; that is, respondents may have 
re~orted the grade or year the head was currently enrolled_ in or 
ha<! last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was 
~~'!'pleted. 

. , 
Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
c~ntains information similar to that contained in some of the 
otry~r current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
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Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Const~uction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 59,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units}, is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports. and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current' ~opulation Survey is the same, there is· a major 
difference in 'the concept of "mover." In· parts D and E, 
household heads that moved into their units during the 12 
months prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." 
In the Current Population Survey, individuals whose current 
place of residence is different from that of March 1970 are 
classified as "movers." 

. There ·also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period 
covering income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 
months prior to the date of the interview, while the time period 
for income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by head," the differences cited 
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Population 
data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures . 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
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sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey reflect 
the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used 
by any member of the household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Cu"ent Construction Reports from 'the Survey of Construction 
and SUrvey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are 
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey Contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, 
new one-family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new 
housing, and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and ch~racteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated· owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing units, single as Well as 
multiunit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential 
Alterations and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, 
Series CSO, Res!dential Alterations and Repairs. 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apa~tment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for o.ccupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with. any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusiv.e use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two er more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for 
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters ar.e 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, 
military barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and soro~ity 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives. or, if there is no 
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information 
on the housing characteristics of group quarters was .not 
collected. 

1 0 
Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not 
cc_>nsidered housing units if vacant, used only for business~ Or 
used only for vacations. ·; r1 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, ~nd 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of reside,l')ce 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or sujtes of rooms are classifie~ •. as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar pl~ces 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations a~e 

occupied by permanent residents. 
1 

If any of l:he occupants in a rooming or boarding house ~~ve 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and ~a~e 
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either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are 
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge, 
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the 
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year·round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory'' units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" iri 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seascinal and migratory" units were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
oCCupied; held for occasional use;. and other vacant) and 
adjusted to the combined total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for 
~~vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all 
Vear-round housing units" adhere more closely to the inde· 

1pendently derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 
il974 through 1979 characteristics for "all occupied units," 
"owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, however, 
coriiparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 
u~d 

' " Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
r.1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion." Information was collected on vacant. units under 
construction at the time of the interview only if construction 
hild'proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
·were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
'Liliits built during this period but remov·ed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained 

·Primarily from a sample of units selected fro~ building permits; 
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in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from. 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of 'units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through· 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1979 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through.demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In 
the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of 
units in structures which still contained. one or more housing 
units. In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 
1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the the time of the 1979 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
.they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in-the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demoHtion or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing·units. 
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Unspecified units-There are other components of change in the 
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey 

provides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteratiori or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off 
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocki'1g a door which formerly 
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor_ 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters an~ units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably repr~sent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons" living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is Jiving in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification "of race" refers to the race of the head 
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the 
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote 
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clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in 
three categories: White, Black (Negro), and other. The last 
category includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, 
Korean, an~ any other race except White and Blac,k. Figures on 
tenure are given separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with household heads of other races are included in 
the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by. 
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are 
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based on 
his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentiallY a 
self-classification by people according to the race with which 
they identified themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the head of the household occupying the housing 
unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self· 
identification of a person's origin or descent. RespOndents were 
asked to select their· origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other 
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current suryeys' reports, 
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and oriQin· 
or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 estimates 
of Spanish·orgin households may be significantly overstated in 
the South Region and North Central Region. In the· 1970 census 
some respondents apparently misinterpreted the Spanish-origirl 
category, "Central or South American" to mean the central Or 
southern part of the U.S. 

·" Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the oyvner ~r~. 

co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully.., 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit: is "owner~: 
occupied" only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other 
occUpied units are classified as "renter occupied," including 
U'1its rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data. are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are: 
buying the site on which the moqile home is located. The siteds 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash 
rent for the site. "> 
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Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to 
various types of structures including single-family houses, 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Year head moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the head of the household and refer to 
the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to 
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the 
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to 
establish the year the present occupancy by the head began. The 
year the head moves is not necessarily the same year other 
members of the .household move, although in the great majority 
of cases, the entire household moves at the same time. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
u.r;i_its if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
V"'.'!!)dows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or . ' 
d~ors no longer protect the interior. from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
uS'ed entir'el\/ for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
iriVentory,··machinery, or agricultural products. 
1 ~The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 

thiS.ireport arelthe same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
H'Ousing report's. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
o"ccupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the•crop season. 
.!("Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 

for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
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which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round 
vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held 
off ,market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For. example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the _interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city' were in the survey 
sample, it would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 
classified as "other ;vacant." For example, this category 
includes units held for settlement of an estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also 
included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year·round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1979 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-
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round, held for occasional use," and "y~ar-round, othe~ vacant" 
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, becausa a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates. 
(See saction on "Estimation" in Appendix B-Source and 
Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-saasonal and 
migratory" units were combined with saveral categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold. not occupied; held for 
occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent estimates for these cate
gories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979· data for vacant units 
adhere more closaly to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner vacancy rata-The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate is 
the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have neven been occupied, the duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported from 
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro· 
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit struc
ture or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer obsarvation·. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of 
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident. employees who share the 
living quarters of the housahold head. The data on "persons" 
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show categqries of the number of one-person through seven--or
more-person housaholds by the number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of 
housing units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted 
include whole rooms usad for living purposes, such as living 
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or 
basement rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed 
porches that are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. 
Also included are rooms used for offices by a person living in 
the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, iS a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other. unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Penons par room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bed· 
rooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other 
purposes, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living 
room with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A 
housing unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by definition as having no 
bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as 
mobile homes or trailers by 'this survey are classified as 
conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A· unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water. (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the 
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structure. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with 
only portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a 
range or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Vear structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly· classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing 
units in structures of _specified type and size, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or 
attached. 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all four 
sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 1-unit 
structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending from 
ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining structures, 
such as in row houses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or 
trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, only a 
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or 
more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevat?r service is for freight. 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on 
a single site or adjacent sites. 
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Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing uniL 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floon-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to go 
through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up· buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up 
if they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of 
neglect, have most of their visible windows broken or missing, 
or have their windows and doors covered by wood, metai, or 
some other similar material to prevent'entry. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit 
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and 
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having e 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
oompany" refers to a common source supplying running water 
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to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied bV a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
sPrings, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category .. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one 
heating-cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are 
permanently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor, wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm air to the room 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in whi.ch the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, 
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonix>rtable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room hea.ters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current ·from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refr'egeration u.nit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cqol 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool n:iore 
than one room. A central system is a central installation wJ:iich 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment build~ng, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building; ~afl) 
apartment may have its own central system; or there may,b~ 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual roorr,i 
controls is a central air-conditioning system. n, 

11~·.;' l 

House heat!ng fuel-"Utility gas" ls gas piped through ung~r:_. 

ground pipe: from a central system to serve the neighborho9d. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in tanks which are _refil!e.~ 
or exchanged when empty. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. "Other fuelS' 
includes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes ma~e .of 
pitch and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. b , 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimat~ of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives; 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. ··' 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total ·money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are 
presented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value'.', for exclusions). The ratio was 
computed separately for each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to 
select an appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value 
intervals were us~d in the computation of the value-income 
ratio, except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less 
than $5,000 and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of 
$300,000 or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. 
Units occupied by families or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is the 
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no com
mercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. 
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Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available tor use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn 
equipment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it 
may be completely unattached, but it must be on the property. 
Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to 
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business 
Purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason 
i:annot be used for par1<ing. 
J 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exClude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
'pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
ahd vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
·party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units with no mortgage.". Also included in this 
category are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage 
but pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit 
but leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner· 
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers vvhere payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with installment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
occupied, 1-un it structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 

. property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even 
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
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the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C.- the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the · 
computation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance t:ias fire and hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of 
the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install· 
ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are 
presented separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on 
less than 10 acres with no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected 1119nthly housing com-The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial.establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 aaes. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is. a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or 
installment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes 
on mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property 
insurance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal). 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of Income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" .were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage · was compu111d 
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of 
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a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss 
comprise the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner· . 
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner·occu pied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude 1 ·unit structures on 10 
acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separ~tely as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of 
utilities (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative; welfare agency, or friend) in 
addition to re~t. Contract rent is the monthly r~nt agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
oosts of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or 
more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non· 
subsidized housing units exdudes units reported in public 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based. on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a 
percentage of the total income of the family or primary 
individual. The percentage is presented for the same renter
occupied units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the 
statistics on gross rent as percentage of income reflect th.~ 

exclusion of certain renter-occupied housing units .. The 
percentage is computed separately for each unit and is rou':l~~d 
to the nearest whole number. For gross rent and income, the 
dollar amounts are used in the computation. Units for which ~O 
cash rent is paid and units occupied by families or primary 
individuals who report no inoome or a net loss comprise ~h~ 
category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior t~.the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. . '·' 

, 
'" 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent 1as 
percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on ·non~ 
subsidized units in this report are not based on government or 
local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability lOf ·a 
respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)....; 
Counts are shown separately for units in \Nhich garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The data 
are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent is 
paid and exclude l·unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Gar~ge and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and the 
trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C 
separate counts are also shown for renter-occupied units 
reporting additional amounts paid for· garbage and trash 
collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and 
chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from 
some source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 
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Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, 
excluding 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent 
asked is shown separately for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for 
units in which the rent includes payment for utilities and .fuels, 
as ·well as garbage and trash collection service. 

-PUblic, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
cl~ssified as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in .. -which the unit is located is owned by a local housing 
~Uihority or other public agency, such as a housing and 
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency, and 
1operated as public housing. These organizations may receive 
SUbsidies from the Federal or State government but the local 
afjency owns the property. All other housing units are classified 
as "private housing." 

'·pl-ivate housing units are· further classified by whether the 
uiiit is subsidized; that is, the respondent p3ys a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department o_f Housing and Urban Develop
ment (HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate
income families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of 
the rent for low-income families occupying certain types of 
rental housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan 
program of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Head of household-One person in each household is designated 
as the ''head"; that is, the person who is regarded as the head by 
the members of the household. However, if a married woman 
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband was 
considered the head for the purpose of simplifying the 
tabulations. 

Household composition by age of head-Statistics by age of 
head are presented separately for two-or-more-person house
holds and for one-person households. Households having two or 
more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

~ . ./' . ., . 
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Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives-Each household in 
this group consists of the head and his wife, and other 
persons, if any, all of 'Nhom are related to him. 

Other male head-This category includes households with 
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because of 
separation or other reason where husband and wife main
tain separate residences; and male heads \Nho are widowed, 
divorced, or single. Also included are households with male 
head, wife present and nonrelatives living with them. 

Female head-This group comprises households with female 
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female 
heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the 
Armed Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male head and female head under the category 
"one-person households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refe" to the head of a household and all (one or more) other 
persons living in the same household who are related to the head 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the head of a family are included 
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is 
considered a member of the ~ousehold but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are ta~ulated as "other male head" or "female 
head." Primary individuals living alone are· always tabulated as 
"one-person households." 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own sing_le (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the head of the household or his 
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a younQ 
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's 
parents. 

Age of head-The age classification refers to the age reported for 
the head of the household as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the head, 
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and 
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 
household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from 
the total count of own children. · 
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Other relative of head-This category includes all persons related 
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or child 
of head and members of subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the head is any person in the 
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident 
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head-The statistics refer to the 
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest 
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest 
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are 
currently enrolled. "Regular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Household heads whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the following types of schools is not counted as "regular 
schooling." Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
efTlployment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit; 
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all 
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in 
the unit but not related to the head of the household are not 
included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
1le 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
-..alaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
,d Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment inco·me is defined 

JS net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
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received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; 
disability insurance programs for retired persons, dependentS"C>f 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which 
inClude cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's 
compensati9n cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to 
survivors-_ of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; 
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony 
or child support from persons who are not members of the 
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and 
fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property {unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of, selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living in the same 
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, in
heritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The incoffie statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income data 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who ~ere members of 
the family during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, f~mily income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
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Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 

J26~months prior to the interview while other income data 
gen~rally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
~H· 

in!~rview. Additional differences in the income data may be 
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attributed to the various ways in~ome questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and cen
suses, survey procedures and techniques, and processing pro

cedures. 



Appendix A 
Area Classifications and Definitions, Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1979 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS •• 

Urban and rural residence . 

Farm..nonfarm residence .. 

Counties .......... . 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas ............. . 

OEFINITIONSANO EXPLANA
TIONS 0 F SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ..•••• 

General ............ . 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1978 Annual 
Housing Surveys . • • • • 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data . 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Populati.on data 

Comparabllitv with other 
current reports. 

Living Cuartan . . . 
Housing units .. 

Group quarten 
Rules for mobile homes, 

ho{als, rooming houses, etc .. 

Institutions .......... . 
Year-round housing units ••. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory. 

Units added by new construc-
tion .............. . 

· Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster . . , , . . . . , 

Units lost through other 
means ........... . 

Unspecified units . . . . . . 
Occupancy and Vacancy Charac-

teristics ............ . 
Population in housing units 
Occupied housing units. 
Race ...... . 

Spanish origin . 
Tenure ..... . 
Sit& tenure ....... , .. 
Previous occupancy .... . 

Cooperatives and condomin-
iums ............ . 

Duration of occupancy .. . 
Vear head moved into unit. 
Recent movers ....... . 

Present and previous units of 
recent movers . . . . . . . 

Same or different head ... 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence . . . . . 

Main reason for move into 
present residence or 
neighborhood . . . . . . . 

Home ownership .. , .. , 
Owner or manager on property. 

Vacant housing units . 

Vacancy status . . . . . . . . . 
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App-2 

App.2 

App.2 

App.2 

App.2 
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App.2 

App.3 

App.3 

App.4 

App.4 

App.4 

App.5 

App5 

App.5 

App-5 

App.5 

App.5 

App-5 

App-5 
App.6 

App.6 

App-6 

App-6 
App.6 

App.6 

App-7 

App.7 

App.7 

App-7 

App.7 

App-7 

App.7 

App.7 

App-7 

App.7 

App-6 

App.8 

App-8 

App·8 

App-8 

Homeowner vacancy rate 
Rental vacancy rate. . . . . . . 

Duration of vacancy . . . . 
Housing unit boarded up. . 

lhilization Characteristics . 

Persons ........... . 
Rooms ............. . 
Persons per room . . . . . . 

Bedrooms ......... . 
StructUral Characteristics . . . 

Conventional housing units 
Complete kitchen facilities ... 

Basement ........ . 
Vear structure built. 

Units in structure . . 
Elevator in structure 
Insulation ....... . 

Insulation added or Installed 
during last 12 months. . . . 

Cott of insulation added or-In-
stalled during last 12 months .. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes ............. . 

Roof ............ . 
Interior walls and ceilings .. . 
Interior floors .. , ...... , 
Boarded-up buildings on same 
street ............. . 

Overall opinion of structure .. 
Common stairways . . . . . . . 
Light fixtures in public halls .. 
Electric wiring ..... , .. 
Electric wall outlets ...... . 
Electric fuse blowouts . 

Plumbing Characteristics .. 
Plumbing facilities .... . 
Complete bathrooms ... . 
Source of water or water 

supply ....... . 

S81N'age disposal . . . . . .. 

Equipment and Fuels .. 
. Telephone available. 

Heating equipment . 
Thermostat controlled 

heating equipment .... 

Age of heating equipment . 

Maintenance or modification 
of heating equipment during 
last 12 months . . . . . . . 

Contracted maintenance of 
heating equipment ..• 1 •• 

Supplemental heating 
equipment acquired during 
last 12 months . . . . . . . . . 

Supplemental a>lar water 
heating equipment .. . 

Insufficient heat ........ , 

Air conditioning ........ . 
Fuels used for house heating. 
water heating, and cooking." . 
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App.9 

App·9 

App-9 

App.9 

App.9 

App-9 

App.10 

App.10 

App.10 

App.10 

App.10 

App-10 

App.10 

App-10 

App.11 

App.11 

App-11 

App.11 

App.11· 

App-11 

App.11 

App.11 

App.11 

App.11 

App-11 
App.11 

App.11 

App.12 

App-12 
App-12 

App.12 

App-12 

App.12 

App.12 

App-12 

App-12 

App.13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App.13 

App.13 

App.13 

App-13 

Services and Neighborhood 
Conditions . . . . . . . . 

Extanninator service .. 
Overall opinion of 

neighborhood . . . . . 
Neighborhood conditions 

end services. . . . . . . . 

Financial Characteristics .. 
Value .... , .. , ... 
Value-Income ratio , . , 

Sales price asked . . . . 
Garage or carport on property . 

Mortgage ...... · ...... . 
Major source of downpayment. 

Installment loan or contract . 
Monthly mortgage payment . 
Real estate taxes last year . . 

Property insurance ..... . 

Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly housing com 
as percentage of income . . . 

Purchase price of mobile home. 
Vear mobile home acquired .. 

Mobile home acquired new 
Contract rant . . . . . . . . .. 
Gross rent _ . '.. . . ..... 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing .......... . 

Gross rent as percentage of 
income , , ... , ..... 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing as percentage of 
income ........... . 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and 
trash collection and 
furniture) .......... , 

Rent asked .......... . 
Public, private, or subsidized 

housing .......... . 

Household Characteristics . 

Household ....... . 

Head of household . . . . . . . 
Household composition by age 

of head or tvpe of household . 
Family or primary individlial 

Subfamily , , . , ....... . 

Age of head .......... . 
Persons 65 yean old and over , 
Own children ..... . 

Other relative of head . . . . . 
Nonrelativa . . . . . . . . . . , 

Years of school completed by 
head ............. . 

Means of transportation and 
distance and travel time to 
work 

Income, ...... , .. . 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 ... 
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App-13 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 
App-14 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 
App-15 

App.15 

App-15 

App-16 

App-16 

App.16 

App.16 

App.16 

App-16, 
App-16 

App.16 

App.16 

App-17 

App-17 
App-17 

App.17 

App-.17 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban _and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units 
not classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on 
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears 
in the 1970 Population Census PC(l)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises 
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified 
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more 
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted 
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the inter· 
view. Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet 
the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All 
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par· 
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical 
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau 
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Manage
ment and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
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or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according 
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated 
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA's con
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an 
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau 
of the Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of 
the city classified .as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing 
. Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey inter
viewers were instructed to read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers.to understand 
more fully the· intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing 
Surv8ys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, 
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing 
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 
reports. In the 1974 through 1979 reports. the data refer to 
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit 
was counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which 
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, 
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is 
the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under· the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are· 
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households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 
Census of Housing reports, different time periods Were used. In 
Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics. the shortest 
time period for "year moved into unit," is "1969 to March 
1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Compon~nts of Inventory 
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 
2 years); and in Volume VI I, No. 5, Mover Households, the time 
period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
pa_rticular subject. Additional differences between the 1979 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs: the sam
pling variability of the estimates from the· Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variai;>ility associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for, the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are 'provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com· 
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). T~e 1979 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components 
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the "year structure built" item; i.e., housing 
units built in 1960 or later·were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," "real estate taxes 
last year," and "selected monthly housing costs," are presented 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. 
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for 
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey 
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in vd!ume V, mortgage status was veri· 
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real estate 
taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
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volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data-In the 
1970 census, data for "years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two queSt!ons-the highest g~ade or year· of 
regular school each household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey, data for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education 
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may 
have reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled 
in or had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year 
was completed. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current <:;ensus Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the .Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampting 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the B~reau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report 
are essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house· 
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period covering 
income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
ca.tendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by head," the differences cited 
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Population 
data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed 
to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling 
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Repons from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is 
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the desig
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases 
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of 
the family. The data coll.ected in the Annual Housing Survey 
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly 
used by any member of the household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs7 The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are 
primarily from the SUrvey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places. throughout the United States. 
The reports from the survey_ contain cu~rent data on housing 
starts and completions, construction authorized by building 
permits, housing units authorized for demolition in permit
issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale, character
istics of new housing, and value of new construction put in. 
place. The concepts and defi_nitions used in this report differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of Construction. The 
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major difference is that the Survey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of 
construction through completion. The Annual Housing Sl!rvey 
shows counts and characteristics of the existing housing 
inventory. Additional differences between the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri
buted to factors such as thesamplingvariabilityand nonsampling 
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 

The Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners f~r upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports,· Series 
CSO, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

. Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, I iving quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in 'structures intended for non
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch
man I ives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or ;a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities 
for exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except 
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, 
and the like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are I iving arrangements for 
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge~ Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutio~s. boarding houses, military 
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment 
is consi_dered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge 
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge, 
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the housing 
characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or rail road cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu· 
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the 
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of 
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi· 
fied as housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and 
similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations 
are occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are 
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge, 
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the 
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
I iving quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held 
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the. 1974 through 1979 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to inde
pendent current estirTiates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted 
to the combined total of the independent estimates for these 
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categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for "vacant
seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all year-round 
housing units" adhere more closely to the independently derived 
current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 
1979 characteristics for "all occupied units," owner occupied," 
and "renter occupied" are, however, comparable with the 
corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construction." 
Information was collected on vacant units under construction 
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded 
to a point that all exterior windows and doors were installed 
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during 
this period but removed from the housing inventory before the 
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, 
data on new COl)struction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Coms:>onents of Inventory 
Change, new construction data were obtained from tabulations 
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or later. 

Units lost from the Inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventoiy 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" 
losses and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. 
The 1974 through 1979·surveyscover all losses, including those 
in structures that were not completely lost. 

Units .lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiativ~ 
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the 
owner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units 
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified 
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing 
unit was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the 
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the 
inventory. In the 1974 through 19?9 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, the data on losses refer to all housing unit losses, 
including losses of units in structures which still contained one 
or more housing units. In addition, units lost through disaster 
were counted in 1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is_ counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing 
unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family 
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey. 

... ----------- --------· -~--~---- ··-~-------- ____ , _____ _ 
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior: from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost. from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components or change in 
the housing inventory for which the A~nual Housing Survey 
provides n6 specific measures. The survey prOcedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the crea
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as adding a room or installing parti· 
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera
tion, such as locking a door which closes off one or more 
rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of com· 
bining two or more housing units int'! fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of partitions Or dis
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from 
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration, 
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two 
housing units. A change in use also occurs, for example, 
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly 
contained a separate housing unit on each floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construction' 
or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sourCes. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, 
or barn. Also included are· units moved froin one site to . 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not. 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
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since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home 
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a 
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.· 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of 
the interview or if the Occupants are only temporarily absent
for example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification by race refers to the race of the head 
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the 
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote 
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stoc.k. The inter
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in 
three categories: White, Black (Negro), and other. The last cate
·gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, 
Korean, and anY other race except White and Black. Figures 
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with household heads of other races are included 
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by 
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total: More 
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are 
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based 
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially 
a self-classification by people according to the race with which 
they identified themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification by Spa_nish origin here refers 
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of 
Spanish origin are presented in. separate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a question that asked for self· 
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons 
of Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other 
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys' reports, 
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and 
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households may be significantly 
overstated in the South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1970 cenSus some respondents appar:ently misinterpreted 
the Spanish-origin category, "Central or South American" 
to mean the central or southern part of the U.S. 
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Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is "owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied 
units are classified as "renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 

. less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in 
the s~mple housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay 
cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that some 
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head's 
or other related household member's occupancy. "Not previously 
occupied" indicates that either the head or some other cur
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share
holder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the head of household; the data refer 
to the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are 
shown on whether the head lived in the housing unit "less 
than 3 months" or ."3 months or longer." A head who "lived 
here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved into unit.-The data are based on the 
information reported for the head of the household and refer 
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to 
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the 
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to establish 
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the year the present occupancy by the head began. The year the 
head moves is not necessarily the same year other members of 
the household move, although in the great majority of cases the 
entire household moves at the same time. 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house
hold head at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the head moved. If the household head 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 
household head last moved. 

Same or differer1t head-Characteristics of the present and 
previous units occupied by recent movers are largely restricted 
to households that were essentially the same in the two housing 
units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous 
unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which the head in the present unit is the 
same person as the head in the previous unit (identified in 
the tables as "same head") is considered essentially the same 
even though there may have been some changes in the composi
tion of the household. Conversely. a household in which there 
was no change except for a new household head was considered 
a household with "different head." 

Data for household heads whose previous residence was out
side the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
head." 

Main reason fOr move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present head of household was also the 
head at the previously occupied unit. The classification cate
gories refer to the principal reason the head of the household 
moved into the·present unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take 
a new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, 
commuting reasons, school attendance, and other job related 
reasons. 

The category "fcimi ly status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
.family decreased in size, ·to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residei-ice, neighborhood over
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high· 
way construction, or other public activity, displaced by private 
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action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving_ which do not fall into 
any of the above classifiCations. 

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present head of household was 
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
cat~gories refer to the principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The category "job related 
reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take· a new 
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, 
school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to b'e closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborh~~ without 
children. and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as neigh
borhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of neigh
borhood, wanted better neighborhood. wanted more expensive 
place or better investment, residence with more conveniencies, 
lower rent or less expensive· house, ·and other housinQ needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate. and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall ·into any of the above classifications. 

Home. ownership-Data are· shown ·for household heads who, 
during the 12 months· prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner
oc;:cupied· units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the head· occupied as his/her usual place of residence. 
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation 
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on ·property-These statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more 
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent 
living on the property; The Category "with owner on property" 
refers to the owner· and not -the agent, resident manager, or 
superintendent. "With resident manager or superintendent on 
property" refers to a resident manager, superintendent. janitor, 
or other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or· doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if 
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive e_vi
dence (such as a sign on the house o·r block) that the unit is 
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to· be demolishe~ or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters 
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store 
or an office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies 
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. · 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year:round. 

"Year:round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" 
also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium 
project if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units ... "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent of for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved i~, the year-round 
vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale, 
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as 
held off market. Included are units held for occasional use, 
units temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occassional use-This category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners 
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" 
and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons· with usual resi· 
dence elsewhere)-11 all the persons in a housing unit 
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant 
provided the usual place of residence is held for the house
hold and is not offered for rent or for sale. For example, 
a beach cqttage occupied at the time of the interview by 
a family who has a usual place of residence in the city is 
included in the count of vacant units. If the house in the 
city were in the survey sample, it would be reported 
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"occupied" and would be included in the count of occu
pied units since the occupants are only temporarily 
absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall 
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution, 
it is classified as "other vacant." For example, this cate
gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units 
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units 
held for personal reasons of the owner. If separate distri· 
butions are not presented for "held for occasional use" 
or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing units, these 
categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it 
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1979 counts for "seasonal and migratory," 
"year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973 
reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure was 
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through 
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the, survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory'' 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in Appendix B-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units were combined with several categories of year-round 
vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for 'occasional 
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total 
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely 
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1979 homeowner vacancy· rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the number 
of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the total 
rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy 
refer to the length of time (in months) from the date the 
last occupants moved from the unit to the date of the inter
view. The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of time units remain vacant. For newly con
structed units which have never been occupied, the duration of 
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vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed. 
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported 
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units 
occupied entirely by persons with usual place of residence 
el sew here are excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro· 
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of 
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the household head. The data on "persons" 
show categories of the number of one-person through seven· 
or-more-person households by the number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as 

·a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that 
are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living 'room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consi~ts only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

• 
Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in 
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the· 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping such as guest rooms, 
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On 
the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit 
consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
13cking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 
units with one complete· bathroom or one bathroom plus a haJf 
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush a toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has·a11 three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink ·with 
piped water. (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be locate~ in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or 
cookstove. An icebox is not included asa mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last 
occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number of 
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright .under all or part of the building. 

Vear structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, 
the manufacturer's mbdel year was assumed to be the year 
built. Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, ~th occupied and vacant, were counted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 
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A structure is a separate building that either has open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from gro_und to roof. Structures containing 
only one housing. unit are further classified as detachCd or 
attached. 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a .separate cate
gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile 
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is stil I counted as a 
mobile home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of. housing units in structures with four floors 
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or i~ the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented· separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, stQrm doors, and attic or roof 
insulation) and by whether eny of six categories of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 
insulation, caulking or weat~er stripping, and other insulation) 
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to 
the time of Jnterview. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied 1-unit 
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective window covering-This 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have pro
tective coverings over some, but not all windows. 

Storm doors-This category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
induded. Housing units with "some doors covered'' have 
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and 
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Wall insulation-Th is category refers to any type of fiber. 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulkif!g or weather stripping of exteri'or doors or windows
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. "Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer. 
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"Weather stripping" refers to the application of a thin 
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insulation-This item refers to any type of home insula
tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the insulating 
of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are only 
available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

lnslilation addad or installed during last 12 months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 

Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of 
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation." 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are. considered to be in a 
"group," This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings· or walls of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The ~oles do not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused 
by nails or other similar objects. 
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Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
they, are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect, 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The. data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of his house or building as a 
place to I ive. The respondent was asked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public h.alls, are preseiited for housing units in structures of two 

· or more units with public halls which have light fixtures. and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public , 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 1 

electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 1 

either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out
side the Walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords ·and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in eaph room of the unit. A 
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the 
present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter
view. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse iS replaced or the 
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or 
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equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted 

as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-J"he category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the housing unit. All p~umbing facilities must be located in 
the structure but they need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit does not 
have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are alsci for the use of the 

occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room .with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facil ~ties 
for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 

occupants of other housing units. 
The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 

facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
batt:iroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it 
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well.'' Water sources such as springs, 
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the 

"other" category. 

Sewage diSposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be oPerated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an "outhouse" or other small shelter outside the unit which 
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some 
other way are included in the "other" category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available tO the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
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inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, do-es not indicate the number of 

telephones installed in homes. · 

Heating equipment-"Warm·air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to various 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in·one heating
cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a 
refrigerant, and a c'?mpressor, to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating syStem in which 
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or 
other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are permanently installed 
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor, wall, or pipe
less furnace" delivers warm air to the room right above the 
furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides of the wall in 

which the furnace is installed. 
"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, con

vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that 
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a 
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, .or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical 

wall outlet. 
For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 

removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 

reported. 
For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are 

shown for units occupied by the household head during the 
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the household head must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 1979. 

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be 
used for the purposes intended; the-breakdown or failure may 
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, 

or downed power lines. 

Thermostat controlled heating equipment-A thermostat is an 
electronic device which automatically regulates the heating 
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room 
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the 
occupants. A "clock operated" thermostat is capable of auto· 
matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times. 
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat 
regardless of whether or not it is used. 

Thermostats which are not clock operated are further classi
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is main
tained. Occasional changing of the thermostat refers to 3 or 
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers 
to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the 
household leaves the housing unit temporarily for Vacations, 
etc., are included in the "constant temperature setting main
tained" category. 

Age of heating equipment-The age of the heating equipment of 
a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the 
housing unit. If the various components of the heating equipment 
are of different ages the age of the major component is presented. 
Housing units whose major source of heat is room heaters with 
or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters 
are excluded. 

Maintenance or modification of heating equipment during last 
12 months-This item refers to maintenance or modification of 
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the 
heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace
ment of worn parts, etc. Modifications are changes to the 
heating equipment such as the installation of dampers, the 
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to 
change the type of fuel used, etc. Housing units where major 
source of heat in room heaters with or without a flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded. 

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment-A maintenance 
contract refers to a written agreement between the owner and 
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep 
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source 
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water supple· 
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The 
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and 
the use of a~ primary water heating fuel other than solar heat. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the household head occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the household head must have moved into 
the unit prior to February 1979. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked .specified heat source. The term "speci· 
tied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in ele~ric units; floor, wall, or ~ipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 
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The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular 
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat 
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric 

.blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are not considered 
~dditional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and· room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci· 
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating eqtJipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room 
controls i~ a central air-conditioning system. 

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking
"Utility gas" is gas which is piped through underground pipes 
from a central system and serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, tank, 
or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fu'el oil'' is 
heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use 
by the heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"Electricity" is generally supplied by means of abOve or under
ground electric power lines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to ttie use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

The statistics for water heating fuel are limited to households 
reporting the presence of hot piped water. 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Exterminator service-The statistics on exterminator service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 
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for at least 3 months prior t9 the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice ~nd rats or traces of their presence include 
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers. 
"Regular extermination service" refers to periodic visits by a 
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays· 
to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service interval 
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such 
interval. "Irregular extermination service" includes visits by an 
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house· 
hold or building manager, or where it is known that a building 
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular or 
irregular. "No extermination service" includes units in a house 
or building that haS not been serviced during the 12 months 
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any 
-exterminator service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood. services-The 
statistics preseilted are based on the respondent's opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect the actual 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that 
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are inade
quate while his neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wish to move-Data on neighborhood conditions are based 
on the respondent's answers to a three-part question con· 
cerning specific neighborhood conditions. The respond· 
ent was asked (1) if the condition was present, (2) if the 
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was 
so objectionable that he would like to move from the 
neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-:-Street noise refers to noise made by 
'children playing outdoors, noise from a factory or busi· 
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers 
street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the respond
ent's opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are 
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open 
ditches used for water or sewage drainage. 

3. NeiQhborhood crime-This category refers to all forms 
of street and neighborhood crime such as petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or any related 
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Trash, litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or 
junk such as paper, cans, or_ abandoned cars in the street, 
on empty lots,' or on proper-J:ies on the street which the 
respondent considers as litter. 
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5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings-This category 
refers to both single and multiunit buildings which the 
respondent reported to. be abandoned or boarded up. 
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings. 

6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to com
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both 
large and small industries as well as businesses and stores, 
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion 
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services-Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions 
concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor 
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were 
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was 
asked (1) if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory, 
and (2) if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would 
Ii ke to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Police protection-This category refers to, the respond
ent's opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and 
response time of services that should be provided by the 
police. 

-2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, 
or swimming pools-This category refers tO the respond
ent's assessment of nejghborhood outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

3. Hospitals and health clinics-This category refers to 
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving 
the local community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also asked to respond to a three-part 
question ~n public transportation: (1) if service is avail
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member 
of the household used the service at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with.neighborhood 
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and 
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of 
the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public 
elementary schools: (1) if children within .the household 
attend public elementary school or private elementary 
school, (2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory 
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile 
of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are 
based on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood 
according to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was 
asked to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or 
poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
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statistics on value are shown only for l·unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 

·the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total. money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pre
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the ..,earest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units 
occupied by families or primary individuals who reported no 
income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover 
the calendar year 1969. 

Sale price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. 
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a 
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property 
until the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed 
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the 
balance of the purchase price. ·Also included as a mortgage 
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase 
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agreements where the title to the property remains with the 
seller until the agreed upon payments have been made by the 
buyer. 

Housing units which are oWned free and clear comprise the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this cate
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Major source of downpayment-This item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savings, 
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on 
which structure was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with installment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data 
even if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner· 
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 

. commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu
tation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, 
etc. Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, 
a separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
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ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are presented 
separately for own.er-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri· 
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, 
for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing Costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or install· 
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including t~xes on 
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property in· 
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal). 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract 
but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are 
also included in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multi· 
plied by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of 
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented 
for the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of 
a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs" 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com· 
prise the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner· 
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer 
at the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers. 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 
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Vear mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner· 
occupied mobile homes and tra~lers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the current owner· took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the· year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as wel I as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, 
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services 
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile, homes and trailers 
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" 
in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly coSt of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or con· 
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and ~uels are reported on a yearly basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation 
process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non· 
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per· 
centage of the total income of ttie family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on 
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is com· 
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts 
are used in the computation. Units for w~ich no cash rent is 
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who 
report no income or a net loss comprise the cate~ry "not 
computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income-
-· This ·item is computed in .the same manner as ;,gross rent as 

percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for 
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on 
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability 
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The 
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent 
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If 
the garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and 
the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table 
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units ~n which the· occupants rent furniture from 
source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is 
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units 
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as 
well as garbage and trash collection service. 

Pu'blic, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is classi
fied as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 
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public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as "private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays 
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera
ting expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program 
of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with
out payment of cash rent. In addition, .the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non
subsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Head of household-One person in each household is designated 
as the "head"; that is, the person who is regarded as the head 
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman 
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband 
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of head, or type of household
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or
more-person households and for one-person households. House
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as 
follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives-Each household 
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part 8, 
the category "husband-wife" consists of the head and his 
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not 
they are related to the head. 

Other male head-This category includes households with 
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because 
of separation or other reason where husband and wife main
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed, 
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category 
includes households with male head, wife present and non
relatives living with them. In part 8, all "male head, wife 
present" households are included in the "husband-wife" 
category. 

Female head-This group comprises households with female 
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female 
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the 
Armed Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately 
for male head and female head under the category "one-person 
households." 

Falnily or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all (one or more) other 

· persons I iving in the same household who are related to the head 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the head of a family are included 
in the family and are not con~idered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con
sidered a member of the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or
more·person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as "other male head" pr "female 
head." Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
"one-person households." 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the head of the household or his 
Wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young 
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's 
parents. 

Age of head-The age classification refers to the age reported for 
the tiead of the household as of that person's last birthday. 

Pirsons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the head, 
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and 
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own dlildren-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if he or she-is a single 
(never married) son, daughter. stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded 
from the total count of own children. 

Other relative of head-This category includes all persons related 
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or 
child of tiead and members of subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the head is any person in the 
household who is not related ~o the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident 
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by head-The statistics refer to the 
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest 
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest 
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur· 
rently eni:olled. "Regular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may advance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in other 
than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are 
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system. 
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign 
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report 
the approximate equivalent grade (or years) in the regular United 
States school system. They were not reported as having completed 
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade 
attended. Education received in the following types of schools 
is not counted as "regular schooling." Vocational schools, trade 
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult educa.tion classes. 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job 
the week ·prlor to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work for pay every 
week or every month. Heads who do not report to the same 
place of work every day comp(ise the "No fixed place of work" 
category. 

Head's principal means of transportation to work-If different 
means of transportation are used on different days, the 
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means 
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the 
greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" is where one or 
more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head 
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else. 
The category "mass transportation" !ncludes railroad, 
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one· 
way distance the head of household travels from home to 
work. 

Travel time from home to l-K>rk-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the household head to travel one-way from 
home to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 
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In this report series, the statistics relate to the money inoome 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit; 
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all 
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living 
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minuS operating expenses} 
received from a business, professional practice, partnef'ship, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt 
of retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit. payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirerr.ent 
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital 
or other medical care are n.ot included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as 
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training 
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man
power Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation 
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administra
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 

App-19 

from- insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and. fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such prope~y); 

. money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits; 
accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange of 
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts 
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and <;>ther 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and the 
household characteristics refer to the date of the interv,iew. 
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the 
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
income does not iiiclude amounts received by persons who were 
members of the family during all or part of the income period if 
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of 
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes 
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with 
the family during the entire income period but who were 
members of the family at the time of the interview. For r'!10St 
families, however, the income reported was received by persons 
who were members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for incOme data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. 
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to 
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling 
variability and nonsampl ing errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications and Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS .. 

Urban and rural residence 

Farm-nonfarm residence .. 

Counties .......... . 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas ••.•..••.... , • 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ..... . 

General ............ . 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1978 Annual 
Housing _Surveys ..... 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data . 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Population data 

Comparability with other 
current reports. 

Living Quarters .. 

Housing units .. , 

Group quarters , . 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels, rooming houses, etc. 

Institutions ......... . 

Year-round housing units .. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construe· 
lion .............. . 

Uni.ts lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ....... . 

Units lost through other 
means ..... . 

Unspecified units ..... 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac· 
teristics ............ . 

Populatioii in housing units . 

Occupied housing units. 

Race ..... . 

Spanish origin . 

Tenure ... 

Site tenure. 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

App-1 

App.1 

App·l 

App-2 

App·2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App.3 

App-3 

App.4. 

App-4 

App-4 

App.4 

App-5 

App.5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App·6 

App.6 

App-6 

App-6 

Cooperatives and condomin· 
iums. . . . ...... . 

Year head moved into unit: . 
Vacant housing units .. . 

Vacancy status ..... . 

Homeowner vacancy rate 

Rental vacancy rate ... 

Duration of vacancy .. 

Housing unit boarded up 

Utilization Characteristics . 

Persons. . . . . 

Rooms. . . . . 

Persons per room . 

Bedrooms ... 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units 

Complete kitchen facilities. 

Year structure built .. 

Units in structure ... 

Elevator in structure . 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes. . . , .. , ... 

Interior walls and ceilings 

Interior floors·. . , ... 

Boarded-up buildings on 
same street . . . . . 

Plumbing Characteristics .. . 

Plumbing facilities ... . 

Complete bathrooms .. 

Source of water or water 
supply ..... . 

Sewage disposal . . . , 

Equipment and Fuels ... 

Telephone a"vailable. 

Heating equipment , . ·. 

Air conditioning .... 

House heating fuel .. 

Financial Characteristics. 

Value ..... , .... . 

Value-income ratio .. . 

Sales price asked , .. 

App-7 

App-7 
App.7 

App·7 

App·8 

App-8 

App·B 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App·8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-9 

App-9 

App·9 

App·9 

App-9 

App-9 

App·9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App·10 

App-10 
Garage or carport on property. App-11 

Mortgage. , . , . . .... 

lnstallme~t loan or contract. 

Monthly mortgage payment . 

Real estate taxes last year . 

Property insurance ..... . 

Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income .. 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Vear mobile home acquired 

Mobile home acquired new 

Contract rent 

Gross rent ...... , .. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing .... , ... , .. 

Gross rent as percentage of 
income , . . . . . , . , . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing as percentage of 
income·. . . . ...... . 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and 
trash collection and furniture) 

Rent asked ........... . 

Public, private, or subsidized 
housing ... 

Household Characteristics . 

Household ...... . 

Head of household .. . 

Household composition by 
age of head. . . . . . . 

Family or primary individual 

Subfamily .......... . 

Age of head . . . ... . 

Persons 65 years old and over , 

Own children 

Other relative of head 

Nonrelative ..... 

Years of school completed by 
head. . . . ....•... ;, .. 

Income .......... i~;: 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL: 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 ... 

App-11 

App-11 

App·11 

App-11 

App·11 

App-11 

App-11" 
App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

App-14 

App·14 

App-14 

App-16 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
Units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin). but excluding those housing units in the rural 

portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or 

unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 

classified as urban constitute rural· housing. Information on the 

historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(l )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 

classification Of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm·nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 or mOre acres 
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from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more 
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to 
the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which do not 
meet the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. 
All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in' this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census 
Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more 
cities that are independent of any county; for statistical pur
poses, these independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget)_ 

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
or "twin cities" with a combined population of.at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are socially and economically 
integrated with the central city. In the New England States, 
SMSA's consist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each 
SMSA must include at least one central city, and the complete 
~itle of. an SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a . 
detailed description of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see 
the Bureau of the Budget publication cited in the preceding 
paragraph_ 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey 
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interviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a. considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assiSt the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, there 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 reports. In 
the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to losses of 
individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979:reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the . "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series), In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time. periods were 
used. In Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the 
shortest time period for "year moved into unit," is "1969 to 
March 1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventor¥ Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 
(approximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover 
Households, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 
(approximately 5 years)_ 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attrib'uted .to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview in 
the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing 
procedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
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associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on inforrl)ation for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census .. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these 
components are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census tabu
lations of the "year structure built" item; i.e., housing units built 
in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status/' "real estate taxes last 
year," and "selected monthly housing costs" are presented in 
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of'housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages~ 

properties, and owners. 
Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 

in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, [eal estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data-In the 
1970 census, data for "years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the highest grade or year of 
regular school each household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey, data for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school comPleted by the head. Therefore, the 
1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education level 
Of the head of the household; that is, respondents may have 
reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled in or 
had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was 
completed. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
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Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Cur.-ent Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing' Survey with data from other current surveys. 

CompcJrability with Housing Vacancy· Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vaca_ncy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 59,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
household heads that moved into their units during the 12 
months prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." 
In the Current Population Survey, individuals whose current 
place of residence is different from that of March 1970 are 
classified as "movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period 
covering income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 
months prior to the date of the interview, white the time period 
for income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by head," the differences cited 
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Population 
data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
fa~tors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
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sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained 
by writing to_ the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
Such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey reflect 
the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used 
by any member of the household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction 
and Si.Jrvey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are 
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, 
new one-family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new 
housing, and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and de~initions used in this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts ~nd charac
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
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differences be-tween the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Con~tr'~ction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
in~luding renter-occupied housing units, single as well as 
multiunit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit 
structures on less than 1 O acres and no business Of! property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential 
Alterations and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, 
Series C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing ':'nits or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-farTiily home, apartment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such as tents; caveS, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the~occupants. The occupants may be a single 

' family, one Person 1 living alone, two er more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile ~omes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied . 

Group quarten-Group quarters are living arrangements for 
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not felated to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, 
military barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries,.convents; and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no 
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information 
on the housing characteristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not 
considered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or . 
used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when ocrupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere .. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
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either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing uriits. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are 
classified as one hou~ing unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge~ 
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the 
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units ·were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and 
adjusted to i:he combined total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, ·the 1974 through 1979 data for 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all 
year-round housing units" adhere more closely to the inde
pendently derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1979 characteristics for "all occupied units," 
"owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, however, 
comparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under 
construction at the time of the interview only if construction 
had proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
units built during this Period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained 
primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 
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·in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 

Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built 

1960 or late'._ ( 

Unit~ lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 .through 1979 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that Were not completely lost. 

Units lost through ·demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In 
the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of 
units in structures which still contained one or more housing 
units. In addition,·units lost through disaster were counted in 
1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the the time of the 1979 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire_ .. ,.1 .. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or. block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
.they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inv~ntory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demorition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses. including losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units. 
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Unspecified units-There are other components of change in the 

housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey 
provides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in. the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 

installing partitions to form another housing unit. Ghange in 
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off 
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door which formerly 
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for. 
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they prfSumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previOusly vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

.. '~· 
Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units .is the same aS the count of households. 

Race-The classification "of race" refers to the race of the head. 
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the 
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in 
three categories: White, Black {Negro), and other. The last 
category includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures on 
tenure are given ,separately for White and BlaCk household 
heads; units with household heads of other races are included in 
the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by 
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are 
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based on 
his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially a 
self-classification by people according to the race with which 
they identified themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the head of the household occupying the housing 
unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on the basis of a question that aSked for self
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other 
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys' reports, 
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and origin 
or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 estimates 
of Spanish-orgin households may be significantly overstated in 
the South Region and North Central Region. In the 1970 census 
some respondents apparently misinterpreted the Spanish-origin 
category, "Central or South American" to mean the central or 
southern part of the U.S. 

Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other 
o~cupied units are classified as "renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are 
buying the site on which the moQile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash 
rent for the site. 
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Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 

corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has t~e deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium . ownership may apply to 
various types of structures including single-family houses, 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Year head moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the head of the household ar:id refer to 
the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the head moved from on~ apartment to 
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the 
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent i~ to 
establish the year the present occupancy by the head began. The 
year the head moves is not necessarily the same year other 
members of the household move, although in the great majority· 
of cases, the entire household moves at the same time. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the tinie of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if ttie roof, walls, windows, or 
doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy· status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, sue~ as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 

App-7 

which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round 
vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant . 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficul~y of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household _and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city' ;ere in the survey 
sample, it Would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 
classified as "other vacant." For exan;Pie:'" this category 
includes units held for settlement· of an estate, units held for 
o~cupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also 
included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held. for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them .. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1979 . counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year· 
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round, held for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" 
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates. 
(See section on "Estimation" in Appendix B-Source and 
Reliability of the Estimates.)· In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold . not occupied; held for 
occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent estimates for these cate
gories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeown~r vacancy rate-The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate is 
the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the 
number ·of ye3r-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have neven been occupied, the duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported .from 
the date conversion or merger was completed. "Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing Ul)its. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit struc
ture or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Panons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of 
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident.employees who share the 
living quarters of the household head. The data on "persons" 
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show categories Of the number of one-person through seven-or
more-person households by the number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of 
housing uiiits with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted 
include whole rooms used for _living purposes, such as living 
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic ·or 
basement rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed 
porches that are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. 
Also included are rooms used for offices by a person living in 
the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is· a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other. unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Penons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of.persons.in the 
uni_t by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedcooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bed
rooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other 
purposes, even though used also for sleeping~ such as a living 
room with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A 
housing unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by definition as having no 
bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as 
mobile homes or trailers by 'this survey are classified as 
conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A· unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the 
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structure. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with 
only portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a 
range or cookstove. An icebox is·not included as a me.chanical 
refrigerator. · 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing Unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Year structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly· classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a stl-ucture, all units, both occupi~d cind vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing 
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that_ extend from ground to. roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or 
attached. · 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all four 
sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 1-unit 
structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending from 
ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining structures, 
such as in row houses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or 
trailer, it is cl~ssified as a 1-unit str_ucture. If, however, only a 
porch or' shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or 
more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
Structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number. grouped together on 
a single site or adjacent sites. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior walls ·or ceilings Of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Datil are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a' housing unit. The holes do not have to go 
through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by' nails 
or other similar objects. 

Bo"arded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same stre~t are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up 
if they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of 
neglect, have most of their visible windows broken or missing, 
or have their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or 
some other similar material to prevent entry. ' 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing. facilities-The category ''with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive •'use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be iri the same room. 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" rTieanS'that the unit 
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and 
cold piped water, flush toilet, arid bathtub or shower) inside the 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing units.·'..;ic.l..1': 

>,!If);"; ..._, 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is ·classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped ~at water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household." consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" oonsists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-"A public system or private 
oompany" refers to a common source supplying running water 

.·. 
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to six or more housing units. The water may.be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company. or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public\sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used far· disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some locali<ies are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one 
heating-cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are 
permanently installed in floors, w~lls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor, wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers w~rm air to the room 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, 
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
inclµde room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 
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Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refregeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building; each 
apartment may have its own central system; or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual ;oom 
controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-"Utility gas" is gas piped through under
ground pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in tanks which are refilled 
or exchanged when empty. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made of 
pitch and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are 
presented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was 
computed separately for each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to 
select an appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value 
intervals were used in the computation of the value-income 
ratio, except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less 
than $5,000 and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of 
$300,000 or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. 
Units occupied by families or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is the 
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no com
mercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. 



'./ 

!, 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn 
equipment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it 
may be completely unattached, but it must be on the property. 
Excluded are Qarages or carports that have been converted to 
other uses such as living quarters, an ar'ea used for business 
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason 
cannot be used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied,· 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgage refers" to all forms of debt where the property ·is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contrilcts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are ·owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units· with no mortgage." Also included in this 
category are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage 
but pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit 
but leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with installment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less -than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage,· principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the· data even 
if they are included in the regula"r payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes· last year-The data are restricted to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property dliring the last billing 
per_iOd. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
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the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the 
computation of .the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance has fire and hazard insUrance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of 
the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install· 
ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
hOusing costs as percentage of income." The data are 
presented separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on 
less than 10 acres with no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing coSts-The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and . condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by. whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whet~er or not there is an 
installment loan _or contract .. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or 
installment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes 
on mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property 
insurance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payi"nent and/or those households 
that ~id not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also 
iilcluded in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed 
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of 
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a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss 
comprise the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were rlot purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the ~nit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner· 
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile ·home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 
acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupi~d without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of 
utilities (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in 
addition- to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
cont,racted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or 
more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsicfized housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units exdudes units reported .in public 
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housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross· rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a 
percentage of the total income of the family or primary 
individual. The percentage is presented for the same renter
occupied units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the 
statistics on gross rent as percentage of income reflect the 
exclusion of certain renter-occupied housing units. The 
percentage is computed separately for each unit and is rounded 
to the nearest whole number. For gross rent and income, the 
dollar amounts are used in the computation. Units for which no 
cash· rent is paid and units occupied by families or primary 
individuals who report no income or a net loss comprise the 
category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the-interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on non· 
subsidized units in this report are not based on government or 
local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a 
respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)
Counts are shown separately for units in 'Nhich: garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The data 
are restricted to renter-occupied units for which. cash rent is 
paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and the 
trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C 
separate counts are also shown for renter-occupied units 
reporting additional amounts paid for garbage and trash 
collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, diest of drawers, and table and 
chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from 
some source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 
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Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of t-he interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 

data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, 
excluding 1-unit structures on 10 acres or: more. The median rent 
asked is shown separately for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for 
units in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, 
as well as garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by' a local housing 
authority or other public agency, such as a housing and 
redevelopment authority or a· housing development agency, and 
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive 
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local 
agency owns the property. All other housing units are classified 
as "private housing." 

Private housing units are· further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop
ment (HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate
income families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of 
the rent for low-income families occupying certain types of 
rental housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan 
program of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without paVment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Head of household-One person in each household is designated 
as the "head"; that is, t_he person who is regarded as the head by 
the members of the household. However, if a married woman 
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband was 
considered the head for the purpose of simplifying the 
tabul~tions. 

Ho'usehold comP<>sition by age of head-Statistics by age Of 
head are. presented separately foi two·or-more-person house
holds and for one-person households. Households having two or 
more persons are further subdivided as follows: 
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Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives-Eadl household in 
this group consists of the head and his wife, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. 

Other male head-This category includes households with 
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because of 
separation or other reason where husband and wife main
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed, 
divorced, or single. Also included are households with male 
head, wife present and nonrelatives living with them. 

Female head-This group comprises households with female 
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female 

. heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the 
Armed Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for. male head and female head under the category 
"one-person households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either ~·families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all (one or morel other 
persons living in the same household who are related to the head 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the head of a family are included 
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is 
considered a member of the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as "other male head" or "female 
head." Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
"one-person households.'' 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or "one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including t~e head of the household or his 
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young 
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's 
parents. 

Age of head-The age classification refers to the age reported for 
the head of the household as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the head, 
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and 
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 
household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from 
the total count of own children. 
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Other relative of head-This category includes all persons related 
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or child 
of head and members of subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the head is any person in the 
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident 
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 

Years of school completed by head-The statistics refer to the 
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest 
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest 
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are 
currently enrolled. "Regular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Household heads whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the following types of schools is not counted as "regular 
schooling": Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 ·months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self· 
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this ·report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit; 
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all 
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in 
the unit but not related to the head of the household are not 
included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time du.ring 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
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received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; 
disability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments. from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which 
inClude cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence ~Y persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's 
compensati9n cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members. of the Armed Forces or to 
survivors of deceased veterans; public or privcite pensions; 
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony 
or child support from persons who are not members of the 
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and 
fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free li~ing quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living jn the same 
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance Rayments, in
heritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income data 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
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Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while other income data 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. Additional differences in the income data may be 
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attributed to the various ways income questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and cen
suses, survey procedures and techniques, and processing pro
cedures. 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Fascimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1979 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 

Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
y-ork, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units 

not classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on 
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears 
in the 1970 Population Census PC(l)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, whidi comprises all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises 
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified 
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more 
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted 
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the inter
view. Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet 
the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All 
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary d·ivisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical 
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau 
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
nam.ed in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. C:hanges in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1.971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Manage
ment and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistiCal area is a county or grOup of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
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or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according 
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated 
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA's con
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an 
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau 
of the Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of 
the city classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey inter
viewers were instructed to read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, 
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing 
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 
reports. In the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to 
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit 
was counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which 
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, 
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is 
the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix Bl. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
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households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 
Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In 
Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest 
time period for "year moved into unit," is "1969 to March 
1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 
2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time 

·period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 
Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 

pa_rticular subject. Additional differences between the 1979 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sam
pling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampllng errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com· 
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster). and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components 
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the "year structure built" item; i.e., housing 
units "built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for .. mortgage status," "real estate taxes 
last year," and "selected monthly housing costs," are presented 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. 
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for 
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey 
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 
1971 report provided data on finanCing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in vo~ume V, mortgage status was veri· 
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real estate 
taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
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volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data-In the 
1970 census, data for "years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the highest grade or year of 
regular school each household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey, data for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education 
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may 
have reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled 
in or had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year 
was completed. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies. the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standa.rd metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 Units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampfing 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Cuffent Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report 
are essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, hou_se· 
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period cover_ing 
income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
caJendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by head," the differences cited 
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Population 
data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed 
tp factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampl ing 
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 

Cu'rrent Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is 
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the desig
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases 
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differe.nces in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned cir being bought by a member of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey 
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly 
used by any member of the household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction. 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are 
primarily from the SUrvey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. 
The reports from the survey contain cu~rent data on housing 
starts and completions, construction authorized by building 
permits, housing units authorized for demolition in permit
issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale, character
istics of new housing, and, value of new construction put in 
place. The concepts and definitions used in this report differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of Construction. The 
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major difference is that the Survey of Construction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of 
construction through completion. The Annual Housirlg Survey 
shows counts and characteristics of the existing housing 
inventory. Additional differences between the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri
buted to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampl ing 
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 

The Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner~occupied 

properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit 
structures on less. than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, I iving quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch· 
man lives). as well as in places such as tents, caves,' and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public .or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share I iving arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen'; facilities 
for exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except 
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, 
and the like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for 
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding house~. military 
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment 
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge 
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge, 
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the housing 
characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con· 
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the 
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of 
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi
fied as housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and 
similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations 
are occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are 
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge, 
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the 
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
I iving quarters are considered group quarters. 

Vear-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held 
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the_ 1974 through 1979 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to inde· 
pendent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability .of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory'.' units were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted 
to the combined total of the independent estimates for these 
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categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for "vacant
seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all year-round 
housing units" adhere more closely to the independently derived 
current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 
1979 characteristics for "all occupied units," owner occupied," 
and "renter occupied" are, however, comparable with the 
corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construction." 
Information was collected on vacant units under construction 
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded 
to a point that all exterior windows and doors were installed 
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during 
this period but removed from the housing inventory before the 
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, 
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volu~e IV, Comeonents of Inventory 
Change, new construction data were obtained from tabulations 
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" 
losses and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. 
The 1974 through 1979·surveys cover all losses, including those 
in structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in .October 1973 and was torn down on the initiativ~ 
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the 
owner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units 
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified 
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing 
unit was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the 
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the 
inventory. In the 1974 through 19?9 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. the data on losses refer to all housing unit losses, 
including losses of units in structures which still contained one 
or more housing units. In addition, units lost through disaster 
were counted in 1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
typ~s of loss~s: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing 
unit' that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family 
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey. 
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use: 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components or change in 
the housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey 
provides n6 specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the crea
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as adding a room or installing parti· 
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera· 
tion, such as lockfng a door which closes off one or more 
rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the' result of com
bining two or more housing units int~ fewer units through 
structural alteration or ch~nge in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dis· 
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from 
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration, 
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two 
housing units. A change in use also occurs, for example, 
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly 
contained a separate housing unit on each floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construction 
or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, 
or barn. Also included are· units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
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since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were mOved. A previously vacant mobile home 
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a 
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the. time of 
the interview or if the Occupants are only temporarily absent
for example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification by race refers to the race of the head 
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the 
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote 
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter· 
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in 
three categories: White, Black (Negro), and other. The last cate
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, 
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures 
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household 
heads; units with household heads of other races are included 
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by 
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are 
presented in separate tables. The classification of raC:e in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based 
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially 
a self-classification by people according to the race with which 
they identified themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification by Spanish origin here refers 
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of 
Spanish origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a question that asked for self
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons 
of Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other 
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys' reports, 
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and 
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households may be significantly 
overstated in the South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1970 census some respondents apparently misinterpreted 
the Spanish·origin category, "Central or South American" 
to mean the central or southern part of the U.S. 
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Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is ''owneroccupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied 
units are classified as "renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenur~-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in 
the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay 
cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-Th~ classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that some 
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head's 
or other related household member's occupancy. ''Not previously 
occupied" indicates that either the head or some other cur· 
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-~ cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share
holder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in ·a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership ~ay apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the head of household; the data refer 
to the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are 
shown on whether the head lived irl the housing unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." A head who "lived 
here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Vear head moved into unit.-The data are based on the 
information reported for the head of the household and refer 
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the. year of the latest move 
was to be re.ported; if the head moved from one apartment to 
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the 
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to establish 
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the year the present occupancy by the head began. The year the 
head moves is not necessarily the same year other members of 
the household move, although in the great majority of cases the 
entire household moves at the same time. 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The ''present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house
hold head at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the head moved. If the household head 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 
household head last moved. 

Same or different head-Characteristics of the present and 
previous units occupied by recent mov~rs are largely re.stricted 
to households that were essentially the same in the two housing 
units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous 
unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which the head in the present unit is the 
same person as the head in the previous unit (identified in 
the tables as "same head") is considered essentially the same 
even though there may have been some changes in the composi
tion of the household. Conversely, a household in which there 
was no change except for a new household head was considered 
a household with "different head." 

Data for household heads whose previous residence was out· 
side the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
head." 

Main reason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present head of household was also the 
head at the previously occupied unit. The classification cate· 
gories refer to the principal reason the head of the household 
moved into the present unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take 
a new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, 
commuting reasons, school attendance, and other job related 
reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without ch\ldren, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over
t':rowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high
way ·construction, or other public activity, displaced by private 



App-8 

action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifiCations. 

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present head of household was 
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The category "job related 
reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new 
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, 
school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as neigh
borhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of neigh
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more expensive 
place or better investment, residence with more conveniencies, 
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall-into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for household heads who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the head occupied as his/her usual place of residence. 
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation 
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property-These statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more 
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent 
living on the property. The category "with owner on property" 
refers to the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or 
superintendent. "With resident manager or superintendent on 
property" refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, 
or other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one whiC?h 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if conStruction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if 
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive e_vi· 
dence (such as a sign on the house or block) that the uriit is 
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to be demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters 
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes.' such as a store 
or an office; Or quarters used for the storage of business supplies 
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are. classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, sudl as beadl 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migratory .labor employed in farm work during 
the. crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year·round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 

'is als~ considered year-round. 
"Year~round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only..:..Vacant year-round units "for sale only" 
also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium 
project if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent of for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round 
vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale, 
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as 
held off market. Included are units held for occasional use, 
units temporarily '?ccupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held f~r occassional use-Th is category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners 
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" 
and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual resi
dence elsewhere)-11 all the persons in a housing unit 
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant 
provided the usual place of residence is held for the house
hold and is not offered for rent or for sale. For example, 
a beach cottage occupied at the time of the interview by 
a family who has a usual place of residence in the city is 
included in the ·col.int of vacant units. If the house in the 
city were in the survey sample, it would be reported 
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"occupied" and would be included in the count of occu
pied units sinc:e the occupants are only temporarily 
absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall 
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution, 
it is classified as "other vac~nt." For example, this cate· 
gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units 
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units 
held for- personal reasons of the owner. If ~eparate distri
butions are not presented for "held for occasional use" 
or "temporarily. occupied by URE" housing units, these 
categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it 
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1979 counts for "seasonal and migratory," 
"year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year·round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other va·cant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973 
reports, _because a more detailed estimation procedure was 
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through 
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in Appendix 8-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units were combined with several categOries of year-round 
vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional 
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total 
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely 
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The· 1979 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all O'-:Vner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the number 
of year·round vacant units for rent _as a percent of the total 
rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied._ 

Duration of vacancy-The stat1st1cs on duration of vacancy 
refer to the length of time (in monihs) from the date the 
last occupants moved from the unit .to th~ date• of the inter
view. The qata, therefore •. do not provide a _direct measure of 
the total length of time units remain ,vacant. For newly con
structed units which have never been occupied, the duration of 
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vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed. 
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported 
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units 
occupied entirely by persons with usual place of residence 
elsewhere are excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials t~ prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Per~ns-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of 
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the household head. The data on "persons" 
show categories of the number of one-person through seven
or-more-person households by the number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as 
a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, sudl as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that 
are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or I iving room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partitiOn consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housi.ng uni_t by dividing the number of persons in 
the l:Jnit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified rBtio of persons per room. 

·Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
courit of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other pUrposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping sudl as guest rooms, 
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On 
the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit 
consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
iacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 

units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush a toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a rang'e or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or 
cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
inclUding lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip· 
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili· 
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by ihe last 
occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number of 
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Year structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, 

I 
the manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year 
built. Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classi.fv 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 
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A structure 'is a separate building that either has open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or 
attached. 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex· 
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin· 
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate cate· 
gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile 
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is stil I counted as a 
mobile .home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for' the number of housing units in structures with four floors 
or more Which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has· no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

lnRllation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or roof 
insu.lation} and by whether any of six categories of insulation 
{storm windows, .storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insulation) 
were added to the h_ousing unit during the 12 months prior to 
the ~ime of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduc~ heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the 
sumi:ner. The statistics are shown only for occupied 1-unit 
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers. 

st0rm w_in,do~s or other protective window cOvering-This 
catego'ry. refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
~indows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have pro
tective coverings over some, but not all windows~ 

Storm doors-Th.is category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
included. Housing units with "some doors covered" have 
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and 
loose .insulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Wal( insulation-This category refers to any type of fiber, 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Oat~ are only available for wall insulation added during 
t_he 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. "Caulking".refers to 
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer. 

. ,, 
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"Weather stripping" refers to the application of a thin 
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint'of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insulation-This item refers to any type of home insula
tion other than those mentioned above, such as -ttie insUla
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater,·or the insulating 
of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are only 
available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

lnsUlation added or installed during last 12 months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or· installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition· of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 

... 

Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of 
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation.'' 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park cOntaining many 
units or it may be a small number grouped tOgether on a· single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No.signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, or that the·roof shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statisti!=S are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes .and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a h.<;>using unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not g~ all the way ihrough 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large .enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes ca~s.ed by 
nails or other similar objects are 'not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

\ . 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the insitje walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the Orokeri. 1Plaster or'peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger." 1 1 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether 'there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do ·not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very· small holes caused 
by nails or other similar objects. !• .' .i • • · 

... 
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Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded·up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
they, are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect, 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of his house or building as a 
place to I ive. The respondent was asked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre

sented for housing units in two-or·more·unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public h_alls, are presented for housing units in structures of two 
or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 

' include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out· 
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 

. working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in. operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall outlet. 

Electric' fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units which have had .an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the 

:.present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter
. ·view.1 A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
··temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the 

breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or 
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equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have ~ot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be located in 
the structure but they need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit does not 
have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities 
for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it 
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as springs, 
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the 
"other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighlx>rhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatinent 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an "outhouse" or other small shelter OLftside the unit which 
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some 
other way are included in the "other" category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
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inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-''Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to various 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one heating
cooling system which utilizes indoor and outd9or coils, a 
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in which 
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or 
other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are permanently installed 
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor, wall, or pipe
less furnace" delivers warm air to the room right above the 
furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides of the wall in 
which the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, con
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that 
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a 
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical 
wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are 
shown for units occupied by the household head during the 
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the household head must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 1979. 

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be 
used for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may 
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, 
or downed power lines. 

Thermostat controlled heating equipment-A thermostat is an 
electronic device which automatically regulates ~he heating 
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room 
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the 
occupants. A "clock operated" thermostat is capable of auto· 
·matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times. 
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat 
regardless of whether or not it is used. 

Thermostats which are not clock operated are further classi
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is main
tained. Occasional changing of the thermostat refers to 3 or 
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers 
to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the 
household leaves the housing unit temporarily for Vacations, 
etc., are included in the "constant temperature setting main· 
tained" category. 

Age of heating equipment-The age of the heating equipment of 
a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the 
housing unit. If the various components of the heating equipment 
are of different ages the age of the major component is presented. 
Housing ~nits whose major. source of heat is room heaters with 
or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters 
are excluded. 

Maintenance or modification of heating equipment during last 
12 months-This item refers to maintenance or modification of 
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the 

·heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace-
ment of worn parts, etc. Modifications are changes to the 
heating equipment such as the installation of dampers, the 
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to 
change the type of fuel used, etc. Housing units where major 
source of heat in room heaters with or without a flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded. 

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment-A maintenance 
contract refers to a written agreement between the owner and 
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep 
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source 
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water supple
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The 
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and 
the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the household head occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the household head must have moved into 
the unit prior to February 1979. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term "speci
fied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in ele~ric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and ·room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 
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The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular 
system di~ not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat 
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric 
blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are not considered 
additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than ·one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room 
controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking
"Utility gas" is gas which is piped through underground pipes 
from a central system and serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, tank, 
or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" is 
heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use 
by the heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"Electricity" is generally supplied by means of abOve or under
ground electric power I ines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

The statistics for water heating fuel are limited to households 
reporting the presence of hot piped water. 

~rvices and Neighborhood Conditions 

Exterminator service-The statistics on exterminator service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 
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for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence include 
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers. 
"Regular extermination service" refers to periodic visits by a 
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays 
to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service interval 
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such 
interval. "Irregular extermination service" includes visits by an 
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house
hold or building manager, or where it is known that a building 
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular or 
irregular. "No extermination service" includes units in a house 
or building that has not been serviced during the 12 months 
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any 
exterminator service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services-The 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect the actual 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that 
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are inade
quate while his neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wish to move-Data on neighborhood conditions are based 
on the respondent's answers to ·a three-part question con
cerning specific neighborhood conditions. The respond
ent was asked (1) if the condition was present, (2) if the 
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was 
so objectionable that he would like to move from the 
neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by 
children playing outdoors, noise from a factory or busi· 
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers 
street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the respond· 
ent's opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are 
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open 
ditches used for water or sewage drainage. 

3. Neighborhood crime-This category refers to all forms 
of street and neighborhood crime such as petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or any related 
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Trash, litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or 
junk such as paper, cans, or. abandoned cars in the street, 
on empty lots, or on properties on the street which the 
respondent considers as litter. 
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5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings-This category 
refers to both single and multiunit buildings, which the 
respondent reported to_ be abandoned or boarded up. 
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings. 

6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to com· 
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both 
large and small industries as well as businesses and stores, 
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion 
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services-Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions 
concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor 
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were 
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was 
asked (1) if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory, 
and (2) if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would 
like to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Police protection-This category refers to the respond· 
ent's opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and 
response time of services that should be provided by the 
police. 

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, 
or swimming pools-This category refers to the respond· 
ent's assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

3. Hospitals and health clinics-This category refers to 
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving 
the local community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also asked to respond to a three-part 
question ~n public transportation; (1) if service is avail
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member 
of the household used the service at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighbOrhood 
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and 
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of 
the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part questioli on public 
elementary schools: ( 1) if children within the household 
attend public elementary school or private elementary 
school, (2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory 
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile 
of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are 
based on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood 
according to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was 
asked to rate the neighborhoi:- ~ as excellent, good, fair, or 
poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
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statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 

·the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is computed- by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pre
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com
puted separatelY for each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units 
occupied by families or primary individuals who reported no 
income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover 
the calendar year 1969. 

Sale price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. 
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale 1-unit stru.ctures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip· 
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for bus}ness purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on. the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a 
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property 
until the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed 
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the 
balance of the purchase price. "Also included as a mortgage 
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase 
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agreements where the title to the property remains with the 
seller until the agreed upon payments have been made by the 
buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this cate
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Major source of downpayment-This item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur· 
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savings, 
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on 
which structure was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner
occupled mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with installment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data 
even if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner· 
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount. of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing, 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a sep3rate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu
tation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, 
etc. Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance ~as fire and hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, 
~ separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of t~e insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
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ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, 
for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or install
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on 
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property in
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
repo_rt the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract 
but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are 
also included in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multi
plied by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of 
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented 
for the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of 
a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs" 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com
prise the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer 
at the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 
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Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobiJe homes and tra~lers on less than 10 acres. "Ye_ar 
acquired" is the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, 
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services 
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers 
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" 
in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or con
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation 
process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross. rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on 
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occUpied housing units. The percentage is com· 
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts 
are used in the computation. Units for w~ich no cash rent is 
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who 
report no income or a net loss comprise the category "not 
computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gro~s rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This -item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rents and inoomes for 
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on 
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern· 
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability 
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The 
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent 
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The ser\lice may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If 
the garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and 
the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table 
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units in which the· occupants rent furniture from 
source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is 
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units 
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as 
well as garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is classi
fied as being .jn a "public housing project" if the. structure 
in which the unit is located is oWned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agent;y, and operated as 
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public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as "private 
housing." . 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays 
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera
ting expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program 
of HUD for housing the e.lderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with
out payment of cash rent. In addition, .the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the ' 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non
subsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the c'!unt of occupied housing units. 

Head of household-One person in each household is designated 
as the "head"; that is, the person who is regarded as the head 
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman 
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband 
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of head, or type of household
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or
more-person households and for one-person households. House
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as 
follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives-Each household 
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part 8, 
the category "husband-wife" consists of the head and his 
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not 
they ar~ related to the head. 

Other male head-This category includes households with 
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because 
of separa,tion or other reason where husband and wife main
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed, 
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category 
includes households with male head, wife present and non
relatives living with them. In part 8, all "male head, wife 
present" households are included in the "husband-wife" 
category. 

Female head-This group comprises households with female 
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female 
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the 
Armed Forces living on military installations-. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately 
for male head and female head under the category "one-pers'!n 
households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all (one or more) other 
persons living in the same household who are related to the head 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the head of a family are included .. 
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con
sidered a member of the household but not of the family. 
, In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as "other male head" or "female 
head." Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
"one·person households." 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the head of the household or his 
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young 
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's 
parents. 

Age of head-The age classification refers to the age reported for 
the head of the household as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the head, 
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and 
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded 
from the total count of own children. 

Other relative of head-This category includes all persons related 
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or 
child of head and members of subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the head is any person in the 
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident 
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by head-The statistics refer to the 
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest 
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest 
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur· 
rently enrolled. "Regular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether· attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is' formal education which may advance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer· 
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in other 
than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are 
regarded as transferable to a ~ool in the regular school system. 
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign 
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report 
the approxima~e equivalent grade (or years) in the regular United 
States school.system. They were not reported as having completed 
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade 
attended. Education received in the following types of schools 
is not counted as "regular schooling." Vocational schools, trade 
schools, business schools, and non·credit adult education classes. 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work
The statistic~ are restricted to household heads who had a job 
the ~eek ·prif:)r to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for regular part·time or full·time work for pay every 
week or ·every ·month. Heads who do not report to the same 
plac.e. of work ~_very day comprise the "No fixed place of work" 
category. 

Head's princiPal means of transportation to work-If different 
means Of transportation are used on different days, the 
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means 
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the 
9reatest' distance is' recorded. A "carpool" is where one or 
m?.re :pfrs'o~s regularly ride in the car with the head; the head 
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else. 
The Category "mass· transportation" include's railroad, 
subWay, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one· 
way distance the head of household travels from home to 
work. 

Travel time from home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the household head to travel one·way from 
home to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 
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In this report series, the statistics relate to the money inco_me 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit; 
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all 
other members of the family 14 years old and over. or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living 
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income i~ defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus oPerating eXpenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of. Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receiPt 
of retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement 
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital 
or other medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or. boiiirders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare Payments '."'hfch include 
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as 
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment irlsurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training 
programs, such as the Area Redevelopme11t Act and th.e Man· 
power Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation 
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' ~dniinistra
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or· to su_rvivOr~.of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periOdic receipts 

.. · 
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from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such property); 
money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits; 
accrued interest on "uncashed" savings l:x>nds; exchange of 
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts 
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The" income statistics and the characteristics of the house
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income 
data refel-·.~o the 12 months prior to the interview and the 
household Characteristics refer to the date of the interview. 
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the 
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
!ncome does not include amounts received by persons who were 
members of the family during all or part of the income period if 
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of 
tlie interview. On the other hand, family income includes 
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with 
the family during the entire income period but who were 
meinbers of the family at the time of the interview. For most 
families, however, the income reported was received by persons 
who were members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. 
AdditiOnal differences in the income data may be attributed to 
t.he· various ways income questions are asked, the sampling 
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures . 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Fascimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1979 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS .• 

Urban and rural residence 

Farm-nonfarm residence . 

Counties ......... . 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical 

Areas .... ~ ........ . 

OEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA
TIONS 0 F SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ..•••• 

General ............ . 
Comparability with 1973 

through 1978 Annual 
Housing Surveys .•• , • 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data • 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Population data 

Comparability with other 
currant reports. 

Living Quarters .. 
Housing units .. 
Group quarters • 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels, rooming houses, etc. 

Institutions .......... . 
V aar-f'ound housing units . • • 

Changes in the Housing Inventory. 

Units added by new construc-
tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster . . . . . . . . . 

Units lost through other 
means ........... . 

Unspecified units ..... . 

Oa::upancy and Vacancy Charac-
teristics .............. . 

Population in housing units •. 

Oa::upied housing units. 

Race ••••..... 

Spanish origin ..... . 

Tenure ....... . 
Site tenure ...... · .....• 
Previous occupancy. . . . . . . 

Cooperatives and condomin-
iums .•........... 

Duration of occupancy ... 
Vear head moved into unit. 

Recent moven ....... . 
Present and previous units of 

recent movan . . . . . .. 
Same or different head . . . 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence . . . . . 

Main reason for move into 
present residence or 
neighborhood ...... . 

Homa ownership . . . • . . 
Owner or manager on property. 

Vacant housing units . 

Vacancy statu~ . . . . . • . . . 
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App-5 

App-6 

App-6 
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App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7' 
App-7' 

App-7·1 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7' 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 
App-8, 

Homeo_wner vacancy rate 
Rental vacancy rate ... . 

Duration of vacancy .. . 

Housing unit ~rded up. 
Utilization Characteristics . 

Persons ........... . 
Rooms ............. . 
Persons per room . . . .. 

Bedrooms ......... . 
Structural Characteristics . . . 

Conventional housing units 

Complete kitchen facilities .. 

Basement ...... . 

Vear structure built ..... . 
Units in structure . . 

Elevator in structure ..... . 

Insulation ........... . 
Insulation added or installed 

during last 12 months. . . . . 

Cost of insulation added or i• 
stalled during last 12 months.·. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes ............. . 

Roof ........... . 

Interior walls and ceilings .. . 
Interior floon ......... . 
Boarded-up buildings on same 

street ............•. 
Overal.1 opinion of structure .. 
Common stairways . . . . . • . 
Light fixtures in public halls .. 
Electric wiring ....... . 
Electric wall outlets ... . 

Electric fuse blowouts . . 

Plumbing Characteristics .. . 
Plumbing facilities .... . 
Complete bathrooms ... . 

Source of water or water 
supply •••••••• 

Sewage disposal . . . . . . . 

E;quipmant and F uals. . . 
Telephone available .. 
Heating equipment .. 
Thermostat ~ntrolled 

heating equipment ...•... 
Age of haating equipment ... 

Maintenance or modification 
of heating equlpment·during 
last 12 months ......•.. 

Contracted maintenance of 
heating equipment ..... . 

Supplemental heating 
equipment acquired during 
last 12 months . . . . . . . .. 

Supplemental solar water 
heating equipment. 

Insufficient heat ........ . 
Air conditioning. . . . . . ..• 
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Services and Neighborhood 
Conditions . . . . . . . . 

Extermination service 

Overall opinion of 
neighborhood . . . . 

Neighbortiood conditions 
and services .......... . 

F lnancial Characteristics . . 
Value ........ . 
Value-income ratio .. . 
Sales price asked . . .. 

Garage or carport on property . 

. Mortgage ............ . 

Major source of down payment. 
Installment loan or contract .. 
Monthly mortgage payment . 

Real estate taxes last year . . . 

Property Insurance . . . . . . . 
Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income . . . 

Purchase Price of mobile home. 
Vear mobile home acquired .. 

Mobile home acquired new . . 
Contract rent . . . . . . . . . . 

Gross rent ........... . 
Gross rent in nonsubsidizad 

housing .......... . 
Gross rent as percentage of 
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trash collection and 
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housing ............ . 

Household Characteristics . 
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Head of household .....•. 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
unitS in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, yillages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units 

not. classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on 
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears 
in the 1970 Population Census PC(1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises 
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified 
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from_ which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more 
during the 12~onth period prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted 
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the inter
view. Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet 
the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All 
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Coun~i~s-The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as cen.sus divisions have been defined for general statistical 
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census BureaU 
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 22B SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 196B, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Manage
ment and B'udget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
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or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according 
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated 
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA's con
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an 
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau 
of the Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of 
the city classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The s~'rvey inter
viewers were instructed to read the questions dir.ectly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus. to resolve 
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory i,nformation 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, 
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing 
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 
reports. In the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to 
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit 
was counted as a loss only when the whole structUre in which 
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, 
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is 
the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. . ' 

Additional differences, if any. , are discu~sed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). · '· 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification· (see: parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
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households that moved int~ their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 
Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In 
Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest 
time period for "year moved into unit," is "1969 to March 
1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 
2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time 
period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1979 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sa'm
pling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 

Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com· 
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components 
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the "year structure built" item; i.e., housing 
units built in 1960 o-r later were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," "real estate taxes 
last year," and "selected monthly housing costs," are presented 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. 
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for 
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey 
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. , ' 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was veri· 
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs .reflect the total amount of real estate 
taxes and housing co~ts, - excluding special assessments. In 

''/ ,, I 

App-3 

volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1970 Census· of Population data-In the 
1970 census, data for "years of school completed" were based 
on responses to two questions-the highest grade or year of 
regular school each household member attended, and whether 
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey, data for "years of school completed" were 
based on responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education 
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may 
have reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled 
in or had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year 
was completed. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, sudl as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability wit:h Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
D.ata are published quarterly and annually- in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual 
Housing Survey ~nd the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures.· 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population RePorts. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population and inoome. 

Although the concepts and definitions used iri this report 
are essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a rriajor 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house·' 
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in. ;he data. on 
income and years of school completed. The time period co~eri~g 
income data in this series of reports refers to 

1

ihe 12 ·months 
prior to the date of the interview, whil~ the time period :f~r 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers _to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interVieW. Th.efe are ~Isa 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by head," the differences cited 
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census.of Population 

·data," also apply to the Current Population S':'rveY. ~ · 
Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 

Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed 
to factors such as the sampling variability and nonSampling 
err~rs of the figures from the two surveys, su~eY. Pr~ceci~r~s 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases.and Ownershi~ is 
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the .desig
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data 
were collected on ownership, availability, and recen~ .P~~c;:~ases 
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major hous~hold appliances. Information on the pri~e paid, is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained 

. . . ' 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of th.e Census, ~ashin_gt<;>n. 
D.C. 20233. 

AlthoUgh the Survey of Purchases and Owne-~ship Was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual HousiOQ Survey·: thei~ -are 
differences in the cOncepts and definitions betwe"en the '"'two. 
For example, the data on automobile$ ~rd·Other fouf-whe"el 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passeng.ei- vans, collected.in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought bV a: member Of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey 
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or'regularlY 
used by any member of the household,· including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences. may be attributed tO such facto.rs cis 
estimation procedures, sampling variabil itY, aiid nonsampl ing 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of ConsUuction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The. Census 
Bureau issues several· publications under th0 general, title·, 
Current ConstrUction Repoits. The data for these r~pof-ts are 
primarily from the SLirvey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. · ' . 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. 
The reports from the survey contain current data on h'ousing 
Starts and completioilS, construction authorized by building 
permits, housing units authorized for demolitiOn iri"·pefmit~ 

issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for· sale~ character
istics. of new housing, and value of new constructi?n .. put in 
place. _The concepts a11d .definition.s .used _ii"! this r~port di,ffer 
from some of those used in the .S~rvey o! Construction. The 
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major difference is that the Survey of. Cons~rUction shows 
~unts and characteristics of housing units in ·various .. stages of 
constructio~ through completion. The Annual Housing Survey 
shows .cou-nts -and characteristics of. th0 existing ~ousing 
inventory.· Additional differences between the. 1979. Annual 
Housing Survey and the Survey of C_onstruction may be. attri· 
buted to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampl ing 
errors of the f~ures. from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures .. 

The Survey. of ~esidential Alterations an~ .Repairs is a sample . 
surve"y of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expendi~ures by property 
owners for upkeep a.nd il"'f'provement of residenti'!l .. properties 
i~cluding renter-occupied housing units, ~ingle as. well as multi· 
1:1nit structures, a!ld units on 10 acres .or more. Th~ data on 
alte~ations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit 
structures. on less than 10 acres and. no business.on property. 
For additional i_nformation on the Survey of Residential Al~era· 
tions and Repairs, see Current Cons~ru,c~ion Re~rts, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

1-i ' • 

Living Quarters 
. . "·•,(· " 

Livil)g.quarters are classified as eithe~ housing ~riits or gr~up 
quarte~s. U~ually, I iving quarters are in structures intend.ed for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family hc;:i~e. apartment ,house, 
hotel. or motel, boarding house, or. mobile home: or trailer). 
LivinQ' quarters may also be in struci~res intended for "non
r~~iqer:1~ial u;e (e.g., the rooms in a wa.rehouse w~ere a yvatcli
m~n I ive,s). as well as in places such a~ tents, ca_ves, and old 
~ailr,oad .~ars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of roo_ms, or a single room occupied or, !nte~ded_for occupancy 
as ·sepa,rate living qua_rters. Separate liv!ng quarters,are those in 
which the occupants do r"!Ot live and ~at:~itt'l any o.ther pers_ons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
Ol:ltside_of the building or through a co_n:ir:non hal_I which is used 
o_r intenqed, to be used by the occupar:1ts .of another unit or, by 
the general public or (2) complete ki;c_hen facil.ities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The o~cr~l'.?ants may be a single 
fa~~!v •. one person !iving alone, ~o~~Pr ,more families living 
together, or. any other group of r~.lafe,f! or unrel,at_ed persons 
~ho. ~-s~are livif!Q arrangements (e~.c~et 1as described in. the 
section on group quarters). For v~~i;ant. units, trye criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities 
for ·~x-~i~si~e use are applied to the i~ienCied occup~ntswhenever 
p~ss!~.I~,. it' the information cannot b~. _9~tained, the criteria are 
applieq ... ~o the previous occupants.!~P.th oc::cupied and vacant 
housi_ng, u,nits are included in th~1 .h9pslng inventory, except 
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, 
and th~.llk

0

e, are included only if the~.,~;e.occupied. 
-· ' ' ' ., • 4 ... • ' 

.-I'"!•,'· ·~·1.J.I'. 

Gro.up_. qu.arters-G roup quarters a~~'rll iving arr~ngements for 
insti.tuti_onal inmates or for other gr~UP..~,9ontaining fiv~ or more 
perso~r:i.s, ~~t rela~ed to the person i!);~t}~rge. Group quarters are 
lo~.te~.rn~s~.frequently in institu~!9n~.;bqarding houses,,military 
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment 
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge 
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge, 
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the hR,using 
characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not oon· 
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the 
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of 
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi
fied as. housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and 
similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations · 
are occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding hOuse liVe 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are 
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge, 
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the 
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy ·the housing unit criteria. Other 
I iving quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year·round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held 
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the. 1974 through 1979 reports shown for 
"all year·round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory'' units separately_ to inde
pendent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted 
to the combined total of the independ.ent estimates for these 
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categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for "vacant
seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all year-round 
housing units" adhere more closely to the independently derived 
current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 
1979 characteristics for "all occupied units," owner occupied," 
and "renter occupied" are, however, comparable with the 
corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later.is classified as a unit added by "new construction." 
Information was collected on vacant units under construction 
at· the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded 
to a point that all exterior windows and doors were installed 
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during 
this period but removed from the housing inVentory before the 
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, 
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a 
sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, new construction data were obtained from tabulations 
of the 1970 census sample 'records of units built 1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demOlition or disaster" 
losses and of "other losses" are shown in part A of th is series. 
The 1974 through 1979;surveys cover all losses, including those 
in structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative 
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the 
owner is classified as a unit lost through demo I ition. Units 
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified 
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing 
unit was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when .the 
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the 
.inventory. In the 1974 through 19(9 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Chan9a,· the dcita on losses refer to all housing unit losses, 
inclUding ·losses C?f units in structures which still contained one 
or m·ore housing units. In addition, units lost through disaster 
were counted. in· 1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing 
unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family 
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey. 
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still 
contained one or more housing units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components or change in 
the housing inventory for which the Annual Housing' Survey 
provides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the crea
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as adding a room or, installing parti
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera
tion, such as locking a door which closes Off one or more. 
rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of com
bining two or more housing units int~ fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dis· 
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from 
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration, 
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two 
housing units. A change in use also occurs, for example, 
when a family ·occupies both. floors of a house which formerly 
contained a separate housing unit on each floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construction 
or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarter~ and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, 
or barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved withih th_e same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition tci the total inventory 
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since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home 
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same' site, is a 
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at th

1

e time of 
the interview or if the Occupants are only temporarily absent
for example, ·an vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, th0 count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification by race refers to the race of the head 
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the 
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote 
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter
viewer. was to report the race of the head of the hOusehold in 
three categories: White, Black (Negro). and other. The last cate
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, 
Korean; and anY other race except White and Black. Figures 
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household 
heads; units ·with household heads of other races are included 
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by 
subtracting the ~um of White and Black from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are 
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by. the interViewer based 
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially 
a self-classification by people according -to the rac~ with which 
they identified themselves. 

) 

Spanish origin-The classification by, Spanish origin here refers 
to the origin of the head of the household ~cupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristicS ~f units with head of 
Spanish origin are presented in separate· tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a 'que~tion that asked for self-

' I identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons 
of Spanish origin were those who indi~ted that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Me:xican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South Arrierfcan, or other Spani.sh. 

Care should be exercised in the ini.erPretation of differences 
in the, estimated counts of SpaniSh~rlgin households between 
the f979 Annual Housing Survey and the'1970 census and other 
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys' reports, 
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents;11 la'riguage, surname, and 
origin or descent. In addition, ie's;arCh indicates that 1970 
estiriiates of Spanish-origin hous~holdS may be significantly 
overstated in the South Region 'and North Central Region. 

• • < r I I 
In the 1970 census some respondents apparently misinterpreted 
the Spanish-origin category, "Cerltr~"I or Sol.Ith American" 

· to mean the central or southern pal-t Of the U.S. 
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Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occ.upied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is m.or:tgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is ~·owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner I ives in it. All other occupied 
units are classified as "renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent. · • 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered ·rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the u~ of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in 
the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay 
cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previouSly occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that some 
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head's 
or other related household member's occupancy. "Not previously 
occupied" indicates that either the head or some other cur· 
rent household memberrelated to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit. 

. ' 
Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share· 
holder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some O~ all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevat~rs, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as wei(cis apartment buildings. 

' '. Duration of occupancyc:Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information fOr ·the head of household; the data refer 
to the period when PrfSent occupancy began. Statisl:ics are 
shown on whether th0 '\~ead lived in the housing unit "less 

. '·~ J 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." A head who "lived 

f.I I · 
here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. ~-;;1 ~, 

,· r '".". 
Year head moved int0 1 un.it.-The data are based On the· 
information reported i~r' the head of the household and refer 

1 f ~ ~ . 
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a 
housing unit previously ~~cupied, the .year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if .th .. e head moved from· one apartment to . ' ' 'z ' 
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the 

I J • J • 

present housing unit was tp_, 9e reported. The intent is to e~t~}?li~ 
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the year the present occupancy.by the head began. The year the 
head moves is. n~t neCessarily th.e same year other members of 
the househ~ld move, although_ ·in the great majority of cases the 
entire household moves at tl)e_same time. 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within .. _ 12 ~on_ths prior to the date of the inter
view are termed "recent moVers." ··The household. is classified 
by year moved into unit. on the basis of information reported 
for the head of the household. .. 
Present and previous ·units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house· 
hold head at the time of the. interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the he\IP moved. If the household head 
moved· more than once dUring the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the· 
household head last moved: 

Same or different head-Characteristics of the present and 
previous units occupie~ ·bY recent movers are largely restricted 
to households that were essentially the same in the two housing 
units. The definitions Of the characteristics for the previous 
unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

.A household for which the head in the present unit is the 
same person as the head in the previOus unit (identified in 
the tables as "same head'.') is considered essentially the same 
even though there may have been some changes in the composi· 
tion of the household. Conversely, a household in which there 
was. no change except for a new household head was considered 
a household with "different head." 

Data for household heads whose previous residence was out· 
side the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
head." 

Main rBason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present head of household was also the 
head at the previously occupied unit. The classification cate· 
gories refer to the principal,.reason the head of the household 
moved irito the present .unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to 'reasons such as .job transfer, looking for work, take 
a new job,· ·entered -or left U.S. Armed Forces, ret!rement, 
co·mmuting reasons;. school attendance, and other job related 
reasons. . ! 

The catOgory :•fainilY statUs'' refers to reasons such as ~eeded 
larger hOuse ~r apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 

··to be closer to r~latives, newly married, family increased in size •. 
family decreased in siie, -to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with. children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

. The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over
crowded,· Change ·in rac~I or ethnk:. composition of neighbor
hood, warlted better neighboihooct, lower "rent or less expensive 
house, wanted b.etter house, displaced by urban renewal, high· 
way const~uction,.or other p_ubli.c activi~y. displaced by private 
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action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifiCations. 

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present head of household was 
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The category "job related 
reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new 
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, 
school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to b"e closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as neigh· 
borhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of neigh
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more expensive 
place or better investment, residence with more conveniencies, 
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs. 

The category "other reasons'~ includes low crime, change of 
climate, and 1?ther reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall .into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for household heads who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the head occupied as his/her usual place of residence. 
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation 
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property-These' statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more 
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent 
living on the property .. The category "with owner on property" 
refers to the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or 
superintendent~ ''With resident manager or superintendent on 
p~operty" refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, 
or other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, ·unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if 
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evi· 
dence (such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is 
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to be demolished or is condemned. Also excluded a're quarters 
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store 
or an office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies 
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal·and migratory" or "year·round.'~ "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and 1ciggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year:rol!nd" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-i-ound units "for sale only" 
. also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium 
project if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round unitS "'for ren(' also include 
vacant units offered either for rent.of for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-It any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the nB\'.V. renter has n.ot moved in as 
of .the. date of the interview, or i,f,the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not .Y~~ !110ved in, the year·round 
vacant u~it is classified as "rented ~r sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale, 
nor for rent, or rented or so Id, hat: occupied, is classified as 
held off market. Included are units held for occasional use, 
units temporarily occupied by PersOns with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. ·' 1 ) 

I I 
Held for occassional use-This category consists of vacant 

' j TI 

year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
1 j .. 

'occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by. their owners 
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 

; between this category and seas6n81 vacanCies, it is possible 
· that some "second homes" ~rr~ ~classified as "seasonal" 

and vice versa. 
i' I 

) · r • I~· ' 

; Temporarily occupied by URE, (persons. with usual resi
dence elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit 
usually live elsewhere, ~hat unit is classified as vacant 

.c provided the usual place of residence is held for the house
. hold and is not offered for rei:it or for sale. For example, 

•·beach cottage occupied at the time of the interview.by 
~ a. family who has a usual ptace.~of. residence in the city is 
, included in the count of vacant units. If the house in the 
1 l .c!ty were in the survey sample, it would be reported 



....... 
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"occupied" and would be included in the count of occu· 
pied units. since the occupants are only temporarily 
absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does ·not fall 
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution, 

·it is classified as "other vacant." For example, this cate· 
gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units 
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units 
held fOr personal _reasons of the owner. If separa~e distri· 
butions are not presented for "held for· occasional use" 
or "temporarily Occupied by URE" housing units, these 
categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housin9 are limited to year·round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it 
is difficult to obtain reliable inforniation for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1979 counts for "seasonal and migratory.''. 
"year·round, rented or sold not occupied," "year."round, held 
for occasional .use," and "year·round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973 
reports, becaUSe a more detailed estimation procedure was 
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through 
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey' counts of 
"vacant year·round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to indePendent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in Appendix B-Source and Relicibility of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migrator{' 
units were ·combined with several categories of year·round · 
vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional 
use: and other vacant) ·cirid were adjusted to the combiiied tot31 
of the independent estimates for these categories. Th11s, the 
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely 
to the independent estima.tes than the 197,3 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate:-The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year·round vacant units for sale as a percent ·· 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
a·nd year·round·vacant.~';,its for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeOWne·r vacancy ratk··for 1970 exCl~des vacant uliits sold 

, , . • ' I 'r J 
but not occupied. 

. J ·. ' . . 
Rental vacancy rate-Th'e 1979 rental vacancy rate is the number 
.of year-round vacant J~i·t~ for rent as a percent of the total 
rental . inventory; i.e., alt renter-occupied units and~ all year· 
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970'eXCludes vacant units rented 'but not 
occupied. ~; '~' ·•: '· · 

i 1 j I 

Duration of vacancy-Ttie '·statistics on duration of vacancy 
refer to the length of time (in months) from the date the 1 

last occupants moved froni' the unit to the date of the inter· 
·view. The data, therefore,idci not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of time ·units remain vacant. For newly con· 
structed units which have"'riever been ocrupied, the duration of . 

App-9 

vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed. 
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported 
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units 
occupied entirely by persons with usual place of residence 
elsewhere are excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro· 
vided for .vacant housing Units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
c~vering of Windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-A!I persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of 
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the household head. The data on "persons" 
show categories of the number of one-person through seven· 
or-more-person households by the number of housing units. 

A. perso'n is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as 
a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that 
are suitablefor year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consi~ts only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace ro~ms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
bV persons not living in the unit . 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in 
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of per>ons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping such as guest rooms, 

··~---~·----------.-..--... ~--------------
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On 
the othe.r hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit 
consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

· Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which the half bath lacks.a flush a toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 

' ' refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or 
cookstove.· An icebox is not included asa mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
~ent located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili· 
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last 
occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number of 
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright .under all or part of the building. 

Year structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 

. at the time Of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, 
the manufacturer's _model year was assumed to be the year 
bUilt._ Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted_. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

A structure is ~ separate building that either has open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as d.etached or 
attached. 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or mo~e walls ex
tending from ground to roof which divide it from Other adjoin· 
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate cate· 
gory. When one or more rooms have been added r.to a mobile 
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still Counted as a 
mobile home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors 
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and ~ttic or roof 
insulation) and by whether any of six categories.of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insulation) 
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduce heat·loss during the winter and heat gjain during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for oc_cupied 1-unit 
structures and occupied ~obile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective window covering-This 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have pro
tective cOverings over some, but not all windoWs. 

Storm doors-This category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior di::>orways. Doors on attached garages are not 
included. Housing units with "some doors covered" have 
storm doors on some, but n_ot all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation enca~d in a paper covering, fiberglass bat~ing, and 
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists . 

Wall insulation-This category refers to any type of fiber, 
foam, or loos8 .insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wa.11 insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview:' 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 

·only for housing units to which they were'added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. ;'Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or h~at gain in the summer. 
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"Weather stripping" refers to the application of a thin 
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insulation-This item refers to any type of home insula
tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the insulating 
of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are only 
available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 

Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months
Th is item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of 
interview. These co~ figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation." 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused 
by nails or other similar objects. 
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Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
they, are permanent1y vacant and show severe signs of neglect, 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of his house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre· 
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public halls, are presented for housing units in structures of two· 
or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more tha·n one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
.electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out· 
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 
working electric Wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall.outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units whiCh have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the 
present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter· 
view. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the 
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or 
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equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants 
of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be located in 
the structure but they need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit does not 
have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower} inside the structure 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of th~ 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A hoUsing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities 
for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it 
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 

. is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as springs, 
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the 
"other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" ls an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an "outhouse" or other small shelter outside the unit which 
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some 
other way are included in the "other" category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
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inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-''Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides"warm air through ducts leading to various 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one heating
cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a 
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling iri the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the roOms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in which 
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or 
other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are permanently installed 
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor, wall, or pipe
less furnace" delivers warm air to the room right above the 
furnace or to the room(s} on one or both sides of the wall in 
which the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, con
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that 
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a 
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or ·portable heaters'; 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical 
wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occuparlts was to be 

reported. 
For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are 

shown for units occupied by the household head during the 
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the household head must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 1979. 

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be 
used for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may 
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, 
or downed power lines. 

Thermostat controlled heating equipment-A thermostat is an 
electronic device which automcitically regulates the heating 
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room 
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the 
occupants. A "clock operated" thermostat is capable of auto
matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times. 
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat 
regardless of whether or not it is used. 

Thermostats which are not clock operated are further classi
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is main-· 
tained. Occasional changing of the thermostat refers to 3 or 
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers 
to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only wher1 the 
household leaves the housing unit temporarily for vacations, 
etc., are included in the "constant temperature setting main· 
tained" category. 

Age of heating equipment-The age of the heating equipment of 
a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the 
housing unit. If the various components of the heating equipment 
are of different ages, the age of the major component is presented. 
Housing units whose major source of heat is room heaters with 
or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters 
are excluded. 

Maintenance or modification of heating equipment during last 
12 months-This item refers to maintenance or modification of 
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the 
heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace· 
ment of worn parts, etc. Mcxiifications are changes to the 
heating equipment such as the installation of dampers, the 
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to 
change the type of fuel used, etc. Housing units where major 
source of heat in room heaters with or without a flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded. 

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment-A maintenance 
contract refers to a written agreement between the owner and 
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep 
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source 
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip· 

· ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water supple
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The 
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and 
the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units·· 
in which the household head occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the household head must have moved into 
.the unit prior to February 1979. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term ''speci
fied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 
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The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular 
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat 
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
been used only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric 
blankets, heating pads, or hot water OOttles are not considered 
additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; e~cluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be 

several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room 
controls is a central air-conditioning systerr._ 

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking
"Util ity gas" is gas which is piped through underground pipes 
from a central system and serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, tank, 
or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" is 
heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use 
by ~he heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"Electricity" is generally supplied by means of above or under
ground electric power I ines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

The statistics for water heating fuel are I imited to households 
reporting the presence of hot piped water. 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

E>ttertnination ·service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 



App 14 

for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence include 
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers. 
"Regular extermination service" refers to periodic visits by a 
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays 
to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service interval 
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such 
interval. "Irregular extermination service" includes visits by an 
exterminator who is called only when needed by the ho'use
hold or bL:1ilding manager, or where it is known "that a building 
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular or 
irregular. "No extermination service" includes units in a house 
or building that has not been serviced during the 12 months 
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any 
extermination service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services-The 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's opinion 
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect the actual 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that 
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are inade
quate while his neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wish to move-Data on .... neighborhood conditions are based 
on the respondent's answers to a three-part question con
cerriing specific neigtiborhood conditions. The respond
ent was asked· (1) if the condition was present, (2) if the 
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was 
so objectionable . that he would like to move from the 
neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by 
children playing outdoors, noise from a factory or busi
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers 
street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the respond· 
ent's opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are 
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open 
ditches used for water or sewage drainage. 

3. Neighborhood crime-This category refers to all forms 
of street and neighborhood crime such as petty theft, 
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or any related 
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Trash, litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or 
junk such as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, 
on empty lots, or on properties on the street which the 
I respondent considers as litter. · 
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5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings-This category 
refers to both single and multiunit buildings which the 
respondent reported to be abandoned or boarded up. 
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings. 

6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to com
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both 
large and small induStries as well as businesses ~nd stores, 
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This ca~egory refers to.the respondent's opinion 
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factori~es •. businesses, etc. 

Neighborho_od services-Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions 
concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor 
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were 
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was 
asked (1) if a particular neighborhood service was s.atisfactory~ 
and (2) if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would 
like to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Police protection-This category refers to the respond
ent's opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and 
response time of services that should be provided by the 
police. 

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, 
or swimming pools-This category refers to the respond
ent's assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

3. Hospitals . and health clinics-This category refers to 
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving 
the local community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also ~sked to respond to a three-part 
question on public transportation: (1) if service is avail
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member 
of the household used the service at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood 
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and 
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of 
the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public 
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household 
attend public elementary school or private elementary 
school,. (2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory 
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile 
of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are 
based on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood 
according to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was 
asked to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or 
poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
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statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establ iShment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied· cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 

·the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The val~e-inco,me ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housi.ng unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pre
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "ValUe" for exclusions}. The ratiO was com
puted separately for each unit ilnd was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation 'at the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units 
occupied by families or primary individuals who reported no 
income or a net loss .comprise the category "not computed," 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover 
the calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. 
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for 
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as I iving quarters, an area used for business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason. cannot be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a 
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property 
until the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed 
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the 
balance of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage 
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase 
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agreemen~s where the title to the property remains with the 
seller until the agreed upon payments have been made by the 

buyer. 
Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 

category units with no mortgage. Also included in this cate
gory are housing units in which the owner h8s no mortgage but 
pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Major source of downpayment-This. item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savings, 
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on 
which structure was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with installment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or rriedical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data 
even if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude ~wner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu
tation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, I ightning, wind, hail, explosion, 
etc. Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, 
a separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-



App-16 

ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, 
for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or install
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on 
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property in
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" categorY. Likewise. for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract 
but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are 
also included in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multi
plied by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of 
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented 
for the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of 
a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs" 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com
prise the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
P.urchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer 
at the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 
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Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers_on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired'~ includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and traileis on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in t~e mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, 
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services 
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers 
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" 
in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or con
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation 
process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on 
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is com-
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts 
are used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is 
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who 
report no income or a net loss comprise the category "not 
computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for 
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on 
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern· 
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability 
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

lnclus!on in rent (garbage and trash collection-and furniture)
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The 
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent 
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If 
the garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and· 
the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table 
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from 
source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is 
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units 
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as 
well as garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is classi· 
tied as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 
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public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as "private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays 
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera· 
ting expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program 
of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized hoLising exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with· 
out payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non
subSidized housing. 

Household Characteristfos 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Head of household-One person in 'each household is designated 
as the "head"; that is, the person who is regarded as the head 
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman 
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband 
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of head, or type of household
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or· 
more-person households and for one-person households. House· 
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as 
follows: 

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives-Each household 
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part B, 
the category "husband-wife" consists of the head and his 
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not 
they are related to the head. 

Other male head-This category includes households with 
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because 
of separation or other reason where husband and wife main· 
tain separate residences; a'nd male heads who are widowed, 
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category 
includes households with male head, wife present and non
relatives living with them. In part B, all "male head, wife 
present" households are included in the "husband-wife" 
category. 

Female head-This group comprises households with female 
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female 
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the 
Armed Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately 
for male head and female head under the category "one-person 
households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all. (one or more) other 
persons I iving in the same household who are related to the heac1 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the head of a family are included 
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con
sidered a member of the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or
more-person households. Primary individuals with .nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as "other male head" or "female 
head." Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
"one-person households." 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the head of the household or his 
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young 
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's 
parents. 

Age of head-The age classification refers to the age reported for 
the head of the household as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the head, 
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and 
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18 
years old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is atsingle 
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded 
from the total count of own children. 

Other relative of head-This category includes all persons related 
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or 
child of head and members of subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the head is any person in the 
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident 
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by head-The statistics refer to the 
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest 
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest 
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur· 
rently enrolled. "Regular" school refers to formal e~ucation 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may advance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer· 
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in other 
than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are 
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system. 
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign 
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report 
the approximate equivalent grade (or years) in the regular United 
States school system. They were riot reported as having completed 
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade 
attended. Education received in the following types of schools 
is not counted as "regular schooling." Vocational schools, trade 
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult education classes. 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job 
the week prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work for pay every 
week or every month. Heads who do not report to the same 
place of work every day comprise the "No fixed place of work" 
category. 

Head's principal means of transportation to work-If different 
means of transportation are used on different days, the 
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means 
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the 
greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" is where one or 
more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head 
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else. 
The category "mass transportation" includes railroad, 
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one
way distance the head of household travels from home to 
work. 

Travel time from home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the household head to travel one·way from 
home to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary inco·me, net self. 
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 

-------------~---' 
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·in this report series, the statistics relate to the money inCome 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit; 
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all 
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living . 
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are 
nOt included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as 

1

net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis· 
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt 
of retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement 
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital 
or other medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as 
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training 
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man· 
power Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation 
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administra
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 
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from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not. members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind,".such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such property); 
money' borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits; 
accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange of 
money between relatives liVing in the same household; and gifts 
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump·sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and the 
household characteristics refer to the date of the interview. 
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the 
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family . 
income does not include amounts received by persons who were 
members of the tam ily during all or part of the income period if 
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of 
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes 
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with 
the family during the entire income period but who were 
members of the family at the time of the inter.view. For most 
fBmilies, howeVer, the income reported was received by persons 
who were members of the family throughout the inco_me period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. 
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to 
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling 
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically. urbary tiouSiliQ 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorpOrated as cities, villages, ~roughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing Units in the 
f-ural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated ·piaces Of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, inc0rpor8ied 
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. H~Usin9 ~~itS 
not classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on 
the histOrical development of the ui-ban·rural definition appears 
in the i970 Pop~lation Census PC(l)-A reports .. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and ruial residence 
classification of the housing units is the same: as in the 1970 
census. 

·F~rm·nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are Subdivided intO rural-farm housing, whiCh ,comp_rises all 
rural unitS on farms, and rural·nonfarm housing, which comP~ises 
the remainiiig rural units. Occupi~d housing units ar_e. classified 
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres 
from which .sales of farm products "amounted to·S5o ~~·~Ore 
during the 12-month period prior to the intervieW'.or on place~ 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm productsamountea 
tO $250 or .more during the 12-month period prior t'o the inter~ 
view. Oc.cupied units in rural territory whiCh.'.do. r{ot .meet 
the definition. for farm housing. are clas5if!Et9 as. ~onfarr~\. A,-11 
v~Cant units in rural areas also are classified _Bs nOnfarni. · ·. ' ·· ' 

Counties-The primary d·ivisions of most of the StBtes are term.ed 
coUnties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed'par· 
ishes. Alaska h·a·s no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general' statist.ical 
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Cefi~s Bureau 
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States {Marylarid, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of a·ny coun~y; for statistical purposes, ttiese 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. ·· , 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's-defined and 
il~med in the f;lureau of the Budget publiC3tiOn,' 

1

Sta~dard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January .1968, and '·an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result Of the 
19.iO census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundari~s. 
and titles made after February 1971 aie not reflected' ·i·n this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office. of Manage: 
ment and Budget (formerly Bureau Of the Budg~).·; .. ;; . . ' 

Except in· the New England States, a standard metr!'politan 
statistical area is a county or group of contigu~us ~ur:aties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
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or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, co~tiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according 
to certain cfiteria, they are socially and economically integrated 
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA's con
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must 
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an 
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de· 
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau 
of. the, Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph. 
._ : .. ln .. ·~hi·s report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen· 
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of 
the city classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

•· .. As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey was.conducted by personal interview. The survey inter
Yif3Wers were instructed to read the questions directly from the 
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
d8ta. This inate~ial helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
prOblem 'or .uriusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
haS ·been added tO this portion of the text to as~ist the user in 
un~erstanding the statistics. 

. 
Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 
1973 .th.rough 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, 
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing 
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 
reports. In. the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to 
iosses of individual housing units, but, in 1973,,a housing unit 
~as counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which 
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, 
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is 
_the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however. the 1970 
data in 'the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations:· · 
' Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
Pari!cLiiar _subject later in the secti~n. Because of the relatively 
small Sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
t~. year ~orTiparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

ComparabUity with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 197o census and the 1979 survey. 

.There is a major diffei-ence, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
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households that moved into their unit during· the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of1 year or less. In the 1970 
Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In 
Volume 11, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest 
time period for "year moved· into.unit," is "1969 to March 
1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 
2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time 
period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
pa.rticular subject. Additional differences between the 1979 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census d8ta1may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use·of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro
cedures: the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sa·m
pl ing variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling vilriability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristjcs C?f changes in ·the 
housing inventory· between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for,the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's i,n the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume .IV, Components of lnvento_ry 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enurrierated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of ch.ange 
between 1960 and 1970 as new Construction, conversjons, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing 
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com
p9nents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data 
on new construction Were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components 
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the "year struct~re built" item; i.e., housing 
units built in 1960 or later ~ere classi~ied as added _by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," "real estate taXes 
last year," and "selected morithly housing costs," are present~ 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, VolurTie V, Residential Finance. 
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for 
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey 
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and Volume V include t~e following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the prope.rty. Data On mortgage in this repoit"8re:bcis~·cr on 
the occupant's answer: in vo!ume V, mortgage status ~as veri
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs refl;Ct ihe tci"tal amount of real estate 
taxes and housi~g .costs, .~XC1udirig special assessm.ents. '1n 
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volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 
--:r:·<?~Jn:· ll; ~ 

. ;n.;:;1', .' ~ ' • - . • 
Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data-In the 
'1976 ·~.·~~us, data for "years of school completed" were baSed 
o~ 

0

re~po~ses to two questions-the highest grade or year of 
1
r0gular sch"ool .each household member attended, and whether 
"~,1·' - .,p::T·_~ 

cii- ncit that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual 
•• , .• iii ;>jJl I' 1 ,, 

Housirig Su'rvey, data for "years of school completed" were 
'."' ···-r.' " . 
baSed on - responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore, 
the ·~979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education 
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may 
'h~~e--r'ePort~d the grade or year the head was currently enrolled 
in or .had last been erirolled in whether or not the grade or year 
:;~:1"~~j.~· . • - . 
.IJl!as.completed . . ,·;· '• 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other · cUrrent1 Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
HoUSin"Q

1

r Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
ReP'o'ri:~;~ 8~d the Current Construction Reports, published by 

'1:h~ 1 z8llfe~U· Of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
c8r\~ sh~~ld be t~ken when comparing data from the Annual 
·Hoasi1;°g Survey with data from other current surveys. 

, <, •L .· 

r•; "'·ni"; •· 
Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
• rrr ~ ,., ; l · 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 

·1 ~.-.r · 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
Outsfd~ standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, Wiih a sample size of approximately 58,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and 

·va'C3.1t housing units), is conducted morithly by the Bureau of 
th~ ·ce~·sus in conjuriction with its Current Population SurVey. 

·-··tr-r·•1j·><>'" ·' · 
·oata·~are· published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 

· ••,lir -,-. · 
'Reports~ Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

. ·.The ~onCepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual 
H1;nising Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differerices may be attributed to factors such as sampHng 
vBfi~bfi'itY; no~sampling e.rrors, survey techniques, and processi.ng 
procedures. -

Cuii-ef/i' Population Reports from the Current Populati<in 
·' , r - . • . 
SUrvey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 

. survey o.f ~p~roximately 70,000 designated sample units. from 
... l_. ,. t· 1 • • 

'the C:t3tifC011ected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
· iS·ibe5:J~~eVera1 publications under the general title Current 

'. --. ... . . ~· 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
faniifV "c~'ar'acteristics, mobility of the population and income. 

~Aifh~~:gh the concepts and definitions used in this report 
a~'e ~e5S~rlti311y the same as those used in the Current Population 
·RerpQrt~?B!nd the. intent of b~th the Annual Housing Survey and 

·l· f ' • " ~ . . 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 

,. "~ . 
differenC:e in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house· 
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months 
p;/bf0 fO''ttie inter;iew are Classified as "recent movers." In the 
·c~?~iilt POPulation SurVey·; individuals whose cUrrent piace of 

' I r " I 
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in··the "data' on 
income and years of school completed. The time period'covering 
income data in this series of reports refers to the ·12 riiOriths 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period. for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to:the 
ca_lendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income_ questions ,are asked. 
For "years of school completed by head," the differe~.;;;sdt~d 
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Population 
data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. · 

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Populatian~Survey. may be,·attributed 
to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling 
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is 
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the .. desig
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey:rData 
were collected on ownership, availability, and recerit purchi:iSes 
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be: obtained 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. "' ::\"' · 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership.was.taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey" there: are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the~two. 
For example. the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles. such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the'ln~ff!?er~_of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a .m~OJb~r of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housin_g Survey 
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or reg~larly 
used by any member of the household,· including nor:i~elatives. 
A_dditional differences. may be attributed to such f....~ctors as 
estimati_on procedures, sampling variability, and. l)OnsamP,ling 
errors. ,c ·~.? .!::; . 

• iJ• . \ 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs.,, The,_Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the gen_eral. title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for. these reports ·are 
primarily from the SUrvey of Construction and .surv~y of 
Residential Alterations ·and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the Unit~ci' States. 
The reports from the survey contain current data .~·n ho'Using 

. - ' " '·" "'"·; 
starts .and , completions, construc.tion authorized .i?Y~ ~B,i!~ii,~g 
permits, housing units authorized for demolition iry p~rmit· 

issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale,· char~~t'er
istics of new housing, and value :of new constrUctiOn (Put ·in 
place. The concepts and definitioiis used iil this re·p·ort1differ 
from some of those used in the Survey of ConstruciiiOri."' The 
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major difference is that the Survey of· ConStrUction shows 
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of 
construction through completion. The Annual Housing 'Survey 
shows counts and characteristics of the existing ·fioUSing 
inventory. Additional differenees between the 1979 'Annual 
Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri· 
buted to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampl ing 
errors of the·figures from the·two surveys, survey proceaures 
and techniques, and processing proCedures. • 1 

: 

The Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a siimple 
survey of. approximately 4,500 designated owner-Occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing uilits, single as well Bs i"nulti· 
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The',data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 11-uriit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

• I- .... 

Living Quarters 
' 

Living quarters are classified as either housing·units or group 
quarters. Usually, I iving quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or·motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters rriay also be in structures inteiided for•.:non· 
residential use (e.g., the rooms· in a warehouse where a··watch· 
man lives),· as well as in places 'such as tents, caves, arid ·Old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, Or a single roorri· ocCupied or intended for occu'pa·n~ 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are' those 'in 
which the occupants do not live and· eat with any other pefsons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall whiCh is.used 
or intended to be used by the occupants·of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a·single 
family, one' person living alone,· two or more familieS living 
together, or any other group of related ·or unrelated Persons 

, who share I iving arrangements (except as described ·in the 
section on group quarters). For ·vacant units, •the criteria ·Of 

separateness, direCt. access, and complete kitchen faCilities 
for exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot" be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, e»Ccept 
that mobile homes, trailers, tents.~ caves, boats, railroad cars, 
and the like, are included only if they are occupied. J'• .:,• 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for 
institutional inmates or for other gioups containing five or mOre 
persons not related to the person:;in charge. GrOup qu·a·rters are 
located most frequently in institlit.iOns·, boardinghouses, militaf-v 
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
. hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment' 
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge 
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge, 
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the housing 
characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Rules.for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailer$, tents, boats, ·or railroad cars are not con
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu
pied by permanenf residents; i.e.,. person_s who consider the 
hotel as their usUal place of residence or have no usual place of 

residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi· 
lied as housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and 
similar places in whid'I 75 percent or more of the accommodations 
are ~pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in. a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct'acee5s or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use. their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are .~mbined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are 
classified as one housing Unit; if the combined quarters contain 
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge, 
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence 
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and 
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the 
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group 
quarters. 

Institutions-Living q~arter~ of Staff personnel are separ~te 

housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
I iving quarters are considered group quarters. 

Vear-round housing units~Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year·round hou'sing unit$; i.e .. all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year·round use. Vacant 

urlits intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held 
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
cOunts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

:The statistics in the.1974 through 1979 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
197,4 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
a11d 11vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to inde· 
pendent current estimates. (See section. on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
11vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were combi~e~ with 
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or· sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted 
to the combined total of the independent estimates for these 
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categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for "vacant
seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all year-round 
housing u_nits"· adhere more closely. to the independently derived 

current. estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 
1979 characteristics for "all occupied units," owner occupied," 
and. "renter occupied" are, however, comparable with the 
corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construction." 
Information was collected on vacant units under construction 
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded 

to, a point that all exterior windows and doors were installed 
and final Usable floors were in place. Housing units built during 

this period but removed from the housing inventory before the 
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970'to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, 
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a 

sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Com1>onents of Inventory 
Change, n~ construction data were obtained from tcibulations 
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later thro~gh demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demOI it ion or· disaster" 
losses and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. 
The 1974 through 1979· surveys cover all losses, including those 
in structures that were not completely loSt. 

Uniti lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative 
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the 
oWner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units 
destroyed by fire, flood, cir other natural causes are classified 
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing 
unit.Was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the 
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the 
inventory. In the 1974 through 19(9 surveys and in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change, the data on losses refer to al I housing· unit losses, 
including losses of units in structures which still contained one 
or more housing 'u~its. In addition, uilits lost through d.isaster 
were counted in -1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October '1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing 
unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family 
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey. 
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is· severely 
damaged by fire. i · 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark' on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so- thBt 
further occupancy is prohibited. "·"' 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. · 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

.. In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in stru~tures which still . . ':'.:.. 
contained one or more housing units. 

i . r: 

Unspecified units-There are other components or change i'1 
the housing .inventory for which the Ann~al H~u~ilig Survey 
provides n6 specific measures. The survey procedureS do· not 
i'nclude a measure of conversions and mergers and 'units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The· net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total '.housing '. . 
inventory iS not known. ·-. 

Units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the crea
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as adding a room or installing ,Parti· 
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple 
rearrangement in the use of spac~ without structural alt~r!J· 

, tion, such as locking a door which closes off one or ~ore 
rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of com· 
bining two or more housing units int~ fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of .Partitions or dis
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from 
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration, 
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two 
housing units. A change in use also. occurs, .for exariiple, 
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly 
contained a separate housing unit on each floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
· to the inventory through sources other than new construction 
or conversion is classified as a unit added throUgh~O_ther 
sources. This component includes units created frorii''"living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and 

1
Units 

created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, 
or barn. Also included are- units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total 'irlven'tory 
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since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home 
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a 
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population. in housing units-Included a.re all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of 
the interview or if the Occupants are only temporarily absent
for example, on ·vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residerice elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification by race refers to the race of the head 
of the household occupying the housing unit. ·However, the 
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote 
clear-c~t scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in 
three categories: White, Black (Negro). and other. The last cate
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eski~o. Japanese, 
Korean, and anY other race except White and Black. Figures 
on tenure are given separately for White and Black ~ousehold 
heads; units with household heads of other races are included 
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may' be derived by 

·Subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More 
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are 
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the 
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based 
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially 
a self-classification by people according to the race with which 
they identified t!'e~selves. . 

Spanish origin-The classification by Spanish origin here refers 
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the 
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of units' with head of 
Spanish origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin 
was determined on the basis of a question that asked for self
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents 
were asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons 
of Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other 
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys' reports, 
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria: 
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, •surname, and 
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 
estimates of Spanish-origin households may be significantly 
overstated in the South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1970 census some respondents apparently misinterpreted 
the Spanish-origin category, "Central or South American" 
to mean the central or southern part of the U.S. i 
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Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
_co~ow'"ler lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
pai~ for. A cooperative or condominium unit is "owner occupied" 
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied 
units are classified as "renter occupied," including units rented 
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenUre-Separate data are available' on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants.own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in 
the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay 
cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied'' and "not 
previously occupied." ''Previously occupied'' indicates that some 
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head's 
or other related household member's occupancy. ''Not previously 
occupied" indicates that either the head or some other cur· 
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an indh1idual housing unit and is a share
holder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in sorTie or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "dur:ation of occupancy" are 
based on information for the head of household; the data refer 
to .the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are 
shown on whether the head lived in the housing unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or l(\nger.'' A head who "lived 
here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year head moved into unit.-The data are based on the 
information reported for the he.ad of the household and refer 
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved ~ack into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to 
another in the same buildir;ig, the year the head moved into the 
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to establish 
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the year the present occupancy by the head began. The year the 
he_ad moyes is not necessarily the same year other members of 

· the ,household move, althol:'gh in the great majority of cases the 
entire household moves at the same time. 

Recent movers~Households that moved into their present 
!lousing iunits within 12 months prior to the date of the inter· 

·'(Jew .are.termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the head of the household. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house
hold head at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the head moved. If the household head 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 
household head last moved. 

Same or different head-Characteristics of the present and 
previous· units occupied by recent movers are largely restricted 
to households that were essentially the Same in the two housirig 
_units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous 
·unit ai"e 'generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which. the head in the present unit is the 
same person as the he~ in the previous unit {identified 'in 
thEi tabl;s as "same head") is considered essentially the same 
e~en though there may have been some changes in the composi· 
ti on ;f the household. Conversely, a household in which there 
was no change except for a new household head was considered 
a household with "different head.'' 

· Data ·tor household heads whose previous residence was out
side the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
head." 1 

Maiil reason for move from previous residence-The ·statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present head of household was also the 
head at the previously occupied unit.· The Classification cate· 

·gories refer to the principal reason the head of the household 
moved iiito the present unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take 
a new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, 
commuting reasons, school attendance, and other· job related 
reasons. 

·:fhe category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
family dec.reased in size, ·to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
wit~out children, and other family related reasons. 

Th.e category "housing needs" refers t-:> reasons such as 
want~d to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over· 
cr~wded, change·in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor· 
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
h~u.se, wa,nted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high· 
way construction, or other public activity, displaced by private 
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action, wanted to rBnt residence, wanted residence with more 
Conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category· "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not.fall into 
any of the above classifiCations. 

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present head of household was 
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house
hold moved into the present unit. The category "job related 
reasons'' refers to job transfer, to look for wOrk, to take a new 
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, 
school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to· b.e closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as neigh
borhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of neigh
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more_expensive 
place or better investment, residence with ·more coilveniencies, 
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs. 

The cateogry "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall ·into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for household heads who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are· restricted to owner
o~pied units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the head occupied as his/her usual place of residence. 
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation 
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property-These statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more 
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent 
·living on the property. The category "with owner on property" 
refers to the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or 
superintendent. ''With resident manager or superintendent on 
property" refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, 
or other representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if 
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive e.vi
dence (such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is 
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to be demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters 
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store 
or an office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies 
or' inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

v8cancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, sudl as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year:round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" 
also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium 
project if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for ·rent" also include 
vacant Units offered either for rent of for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round 
vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale, 
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as 
held off market. Included are units held for occasional use, 
units temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occassional use-This category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The, intent of this 
qUestion was to identify homes reserved by their owners 
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasorlal" 
and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual resi
dence elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit 
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant 
provided the usual place of residence is hel~ for the house
hold and is not offered for rent or for sale. For example, 
a beach cottage occupied at the time of the interview by 
a family who has a ,':lsual pla~e of residence in the city is 
included in the count of vacant units. If the house in the 
city were in the survey sample, it would be reported 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

"occupied" and would be included in the count of occu
pied units since the occupants are only temporarily 

·. absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall 
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution, 
it is classified as "other vacant." For example, this cate
gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units 
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units 
held for· personal reasons of the owner. If separate distri· 
butions are not presented for "held for occasional use" 
or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing units, these 
categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it 
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1979 counts for "seasonal and migratory," 
"year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973 
reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure was 
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through 
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in Appendix 8-Source and Reliability of 
the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units were combined with seVeral categories of year-round 
vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional 
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total 
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely 
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the number 
of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the total 
rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy 
refer to the length of time (in months) from the date the 
last occupants moved from the unit to the date of the inter
view. The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of 
the total length of time units remain vacant. For newly con
sfructed units which have never been occupied, the duration of 
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vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed. 
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported 
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units 
occupied. entirely by persons with usual place of residence 
elsewhere are excluded from the data. 

/ 
Housing ·unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro· 
Vided .for'- Vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
coveriiig of windows and doors ·by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of 
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the household head. The data on "persons" 
show categories of the number of one-person through seven
or-more-person households by the number of housing units. 

A perso~ is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and 
sleeps most of the time. This place is not nece_ssarily the same as 
a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of roonis. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that 
are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's roonis. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consi~ts only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers cir vestibules, balConies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundr~ or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, tl"ailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than on~ unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons p8r room-"Persons per room" is computed. for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in 
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, :therefore, 'to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of ·rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping such as guest rooms, . 
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On 
the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
th.ough used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a 
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit 
consisting of only one room, sudl as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

·Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
1acking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 
units with one Complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush a toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed ~ink v,;ith 
piped water. (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a rangi? or 
1::9okstove. An icebox is not included asa mechanical refriger:ator. 

"J:'he kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the ~~UJ?ants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure cOnsists of only one housing unit, all equip· 
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. . 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facii i· 
ties had been ·removed, the kitchen facilities used by the· last 
ocC:iJpant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number of 
housing units lncated in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in· which 
persons can walk uprig.ht _under all or part of the building. 

Vear structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to,· ~r converted. The figures refer to the number of u~its 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
ai 'the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, 
the manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year 
built. Statistics are based on the resporident's estimate and are 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly c·lassify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing' units 
in .a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were co.unted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 

' ~ '{ ' 
structures of specified type and size, iiot by the numDer ·of. 
residential structures. 
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A structure is a separate building that either has open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or 
attached. 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin
ing structur~. such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a sepai-ate cate
gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile 
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a 
mobile·horiie or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with foUr floors 
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and 'attic or roof 
insulation) and by whether any of six categories of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof in~ulation, wall 
insulation, caUlking or weather stripping, and other insulation) 
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat g3in during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for oc'Cupied 1-unit 
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective window covering-This 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows. covered" have pro· 
tective coverings over some, but not all windows. 

Storm doors-This category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
induded. Housing units with "some doors covered" have 
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door, openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and 
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Wall insulation-This category refers to any type of fiber. 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. "Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used to cldse cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain i'n the summer. 
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"Weather stripping" refers· to the application of a thin 
strip of metal,,felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or 
,window sash, the jamb, and cas_ing or sill, which seals tight 
against air pasSage. 

Other insulation-This item refers to any type of home insula
tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the insulating . 
of floors or crawl spaces .. The data for this item are .only 
available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

lnstilation added or installed during last 12_ months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or installed. during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 

Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of 
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation." 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a lar9e mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single_ 
site or adjacent sites .. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of wa~er having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage". means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in froni the outside, or that the roof,shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage:has been corrected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as1 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or· holes· and broken plaster or 
peeling paint-on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the ·outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings b~t are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and· at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately_ one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there "are holes in 
the ·interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have 
to go through the floor. E"xcluded are very small holes caused 
by nails or other similar obj~~ts. 
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Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
~ujld_in~,:,on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
obse.~~tion from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample .unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
th'~Y.~ ~r·~·~·permanently vacant and show severe signs Of neglect, 
have most of .their visible windows broken or missing, or have 
t~eir windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

:: 'l<."Vl0'...,: . 

Overall opinion of structure-The 'data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion o:f his house or building as a 
place to live. The respOndent was a'sked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

cO"mmon stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre~ 
sented for housing units in two·or~more-unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loos~ steps" and ."loose 
railings" reflect the, physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or'stair railings. 
Common _stairWays are stairways which are usually· used by the 
ocC~~ants. of more than one housing unit or by the general 

_. •, J' ''· ' ' . 
public., They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
th~ ri~tsid~ of the building. . . . 
Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
pubn_C h'ci1'1s, are preseiited for housin9 units in structures of tw~ 
or more'. ~nits with public halls wh.ich have light fixtures, and 
wh'el:h~~· ·the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
incl~'de'0wall lights, ceiling l.ights. or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls ar~ used by the occupants .of 
mo~e than one unit or by the general public. 

Electri~ wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric. wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not' enclosed, 
ei!he.r i~ 'th0 walls or in metal coveri~gs, or if the wiring i~ out· 
sid~· ih0: wallS ,but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wail oUtlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed . . .. . . 
wiring . ... 
ElectriC wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as haVing 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one workin'g 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 
workinQ elect;ic wall outlet or wall plug is ~ne that is 
in. "oPe~at.ing condition; i.e., can be used when needed.· If a ~oom 
d0e'.s' not 

1
have an electric .wall outlet, an extension cord used 

in Pia~e of a w~ll outlet is not considered to be arl eleictric 
wall outlet: 

Electri~· fuSe blowouts-TheSe statistics are for Occupied hou~in9 
uriitS WhiCh have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose head has been at th~ 
present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter
view. A'-blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temp'o~Brv loss of electricity unt~I the fuse is replaced Or the 
br~akei. sWitch res0t. Blown fuses inside certain appliances .. ~r 
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equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the oc~pants 
of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be located in 
the structure but they need not be in the same room. "Lacking 
some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit doeS not 
have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all th~ facilities 
for a complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household". consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the ~se of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of uriits with no ba~hroom 
facilities units with only a half bathroom, and units 'fVith all . . . 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-"A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, ~ater district, or private water company,_ or it 
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well.'' Water sources such as springs, 
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the 
"other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental b~y or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an undergro1.:1nd 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an "outhouse" or other small shelter outside the unit which 
contains a t~ilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some 
other way· are included in the "other" category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a. 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the·unit· 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
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inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the oc:Cu
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. · 

Heating equipment-''Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading tovari~us 
rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one heating. 
cooling system which utilizes indoor and· outd~or coils, a 
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the_ winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in which 
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or 
other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are permanently installed 
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A "floor. wall, or pipe
less furnace" delivers warm air to the room right above the 
furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides of t_he wall in 
which the furnace is instal_led. 

"R.oom heaters with flue" include circulating_ heaters, con
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that 
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to .a 
flue, vent, or chimn!!Y to remove. smoke and fumes. "Room· 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not conn~ct to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include ro~m heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical 
wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating eqi.Jipm~nt had been 
r_emoved, the equipment used by the last occupa~ts was. to ?& 
reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, ·data are 
shown for units occupied by the household head during the 
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the household head must-have 
moved into the unit prior to February 1979. 

Heating equipment is considered· unusable if it cannot be 
used for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may 
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, 
or downed power lines. 

Thermostat ;,.,ntrolled heating equipment-A thermostat is an 
electronic device which automatically regulates. the heating 
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room 
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the 
occupants. A "clock operated" thermostat is capable of auto
matically changing it's temperature setting ·at specific times. 
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat 
regardless of whether or not it is used. . 

Thermostats which are not clock ·operated. are fur:ther class_i
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature serting is main· 
tained. Occasional dlanging of the.thermostat refers to 3 or 
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers. 
to.4 or,more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the 
householc,I. leaves the housing unit temporarily for Vacations, 
etc., are included in the "constant temperature setting main
tained" category. 

Age of heating equipment-The age of the heating equipment of. 
a ~ousing. unit is determined for the major heating source of the 
h~usi,ng unit. If the various components of the heating equipment 
are .. of different ages the age of the major component is presented. 
Housing u.nits whose major source of heat is room heaters with 
or without a flue or-vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters 
are ex~luded. '.· 

i " '-

Maint~11ance or modification of heating equipment during last 
12.months-This item refers to maintenance or modification of 
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the 
heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace· 
ment of worn parts, etc. Modifications are changes to the 
he'!tJng .. l!!quipment such as the installation of dampers, the 
ad~i.t_ion of a humidifier, o_r the installation of new parts to 
change.,the type of fuel used, etc. Housing units where major 
source of,. heat. in room heaters with or without a flue or vent, 
firepJaces, stoves, _or portable hea.ters are excluded. 

Co~tra~~ed m_aintenance of heating equipment-A maintenance 
contr<!~t .refers to a written agreement between the owner and 
a ~eating c~ntractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep 
of .t~~ f:le:ating equipment. Housing units whose. majqr source 
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, 
st~ves,·e:r portable heaters ar~ exclu~ed. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12 
months~ This .item refers to any supplementary heating equip· 
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12, months Qrior to interview. Housing units With fireplaces, 
stoves, or. portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar· water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the· use of energy available from sunlight to heat water supple- · 
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The 
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and 
the uSe of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the household head occupied .the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here·-:"last winter," the household head must have moved into 
the unit ·prior to February 1979. 

Separate data are shown for·units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term "speci
fied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot·water systems;· built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue;· Excluded are room heaters· 
withoUt flue or vent/ fireplaces, stoves, ·and portable heaters. 

.. ·/, .. 
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The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular 
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat 
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have 
be~n uSed\Only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric 
blankets,"lieating pads, or hot water bottles are not considered 
additiOricii ·se>urces of heat. 

T"AOOfilS11acking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hcit clii 1duC1:s; registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of 'this item was to.identify rooms in housing units with "speci· 
fied heating equipment" which did· not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to b8'B~-roOm for this item. 

· SeParate 'data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of t~is 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
ofttie·unit." · 

!O <irJ .. r1.!!; : 

Aii1iC~rldi-tiO'iling-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 

' .-~· ·' l . fans, or'blowers which _are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A +Ooiii i.i'riit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one ·ro~m> although it .may sometimes be used to cool more 
than o~ft rOOm. A central system is a central installation which . 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
ap·artmenf'may have its own central system, or there may be 

severcil · SVstems, each providing central _air conditioning for a 
grciu·p4Qf··apartments. A ceritral installation with individual ro°C:>m 
corltr'Ols iS'a ·central air-conditioning system. 

~;:. Jf:'.fi ; ,. 

Fueli ·used for house heating; water heating, and cooking
"Util ity gas" is gaS which is piped through underground pipes 
from a ·ceritra1 system and serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, tarlk, 
or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" is 
heatiiiQ bil'"normally sLipplied by.truck to a storage tank for use 
by· the heating sYstem. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gaSOline,' 'alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"ElectficitV" is generally supplied by means of above o'r under
grOurid· el0Ctric power lines. ·"Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
any .. co·a1 derivatiVe usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
referS 1 to:ttie •use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating· fuel source. 

-The- Statistics for water heating fuel are limited to households 
reporting the presence of hot piped water. 

Services.and Neighborhood Conditions 
• ::."~"~ l' 

ExterminltOr service-The statistics on exterminator service 
refer t() ··households that- have. been at their present address 
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for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of_ 
their presence inslde the house or building during the last, 3, 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presel"!~~; !nqlude 
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers. 
"Regular extermination service" refers to periodic visits by ,a 
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals an.d spr~vs; 
to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular servjc.e;iP~_e.ry_a_I: 
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such 
interval. "Irregular extermination service" includes visits by.:an, 
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house· 
hold or building manager, or where it is known that .a building 
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular. or 
irregular. "No extermination service" includes units ir;i·a ,house, 
or building that has not been serviced during the 12frnonths, 
prior to the interview and where it is not ·known if there is any 
exterminator service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood. as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

~{, y!f':- ',(I.• 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services-:;-The. 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's.~opinion; 

and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he live~.~·Jhus,. 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect t~euactual; 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent> 
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh-:: 
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that 
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are;inade-. 
quate while his neighbor may not. 

. Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditiiJns ahli 
wish to move-Data on neighborhood conditions arf?'ilJs'ed 
on the respondent's answers to a three-part Qu·esfi(;H'b(;O:: 
cerning specific neighborhood conditions. Th0 resporid-

, ent was asked (1) if the condition was present, (2) if the' 
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was 
so objectionable that he would like to move from tlie 
neighborhood. ' " '-

, • .: :r.:-1 ; 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by 
children plaYing outdoors, noise from a factory,"or .. busi-
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers 

,. -· ' 
street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the,.espond, 
ent's opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are 
continually in need of repair or are bordered by. open 
ditches used for water or sewage drainage. L. ·- • .... 
3. Neighborhood crime-This category refers to1allJorms 
of street and neighborhood crime such as,.pettyrtheft, 
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., Ort.any r:elated 
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime~-: c ,, . ·.~ .,. 

4. Trash, litter-Included are all types of trash;'debris, or· 
junk such as paper, cans, or_ abandoned cars in·th0 street, 
on empty lots, or on properties on the street-wtifchrthe· 
respondent considers as litter. 

.. . . ' . ' . ~ 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings-This category 
. refers to both single and multiunit buildings which the 

respondent reported to. be abandoned or boarded up. 
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings. 

6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to com
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both 
large and small industries as well as businesses and stores, 
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion 
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factories. businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services-Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions 
·concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor 
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were 
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was 
asked (1) if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory, 
and (2) if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would 
like to move from the neighborhood_. 

L Police protection-This category refers to the respond
ent's opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and 
response time of services that should be provided by the 
police. 

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, 
or swimming pools-This category refers to the respond
ent's assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

3. Hospitals . and health clinics-This category refers to 
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving 
the local community in the opinion of the respondent. 

·The respondent was also asked to respond to a three-part 
question ~n public transportation: (1) if service is avail
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member 
of the household used the service at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood 
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and 
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of 
the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public 
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household 
attend public elementary school or private elementary 
school, (2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory 
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile 
of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are 
based on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood 
according to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was 
asked to rate the neighborhood as excellent, ,good, fair, or 
poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
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statistics on value are shown only f0r 1·unit structi.Jres OrfleSs 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical o'r 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 

·the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is compu_te~. ~y 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pr~: 
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which "valu~" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com· 
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units 
occupied by families or primary individuals who. reported nc;> 
income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover 
the calendar year 1969. 

Sale price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interView 
and may differ from the price at which the property is. sold. 
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only. for vacant for 
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commerci81 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of tl:Je housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can u.se it for parking even ·if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items su~ as lawn ec:iuip· 
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must bean the property: Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for _business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot· be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied,. 1-u"!it 
structures on less than 10 acres having no com~ercial establish_
ment or medical or dental office on the prOperty. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative· and corido~i~ium' uniis. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage_.bOnds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usuaffY ·a 
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the proP.rty 
until the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title 
is kept by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed 
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the 
balance of the purchase price. 'Also included as a mortgage 
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase 

.. ,) .. ....... ,,, 
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agreerrients where the title to the property r~mains with the 
~lier Until· .the agreed upon payments have been made by the 
bu.yer. 

Housing units which are oWned free and clear comprise the 
catego',.Y units with no mortgage, Also included in this cate
gory are hmtsing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
·pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leases; rents •. or pays a fee for the use of the land, 

.~ajor .~urce of d~wnpayment-This item .refers to the soLirce 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savinQs, 
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on 
which structure· was built, and other sources. 

Installment IOan or contract-T~e data are limited to owner
occupied inobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes ·and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their 'pi.Jrctiase comprise the category, ''with installment 
loan·or contr8Ct.-" 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
ocCupied, · 1-uriit" structui-es on less than 10 acres having rio· 
corTimercial est8blishment or medical or dental office on :the 
property: The 'data.present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the" mortgage, Pri~~ipal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fir"e and hazard ·insurance costs are excluded from the data 
even if they are inCluded in the regular payment to the lender. 

· Real &state taxei last year-The data are restricted to owner· 
OccUpied,: 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
prOp.e"rty. Ttie data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condoininiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
18st y·e~r.,; rBfers to the yearly total amount ~f all real estate 
taX~·s' payabl~. on 'the entire property during the last billing 
~riod. It iricli.Jdes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special .assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real ·estate t3xes are included·with the mortgage, a Separate 
aniount for the taxe~ ·iS obtained. ' 
. ··· 1;, ·part c; the mean "real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
va.lu1(of .the pra'perty (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
U~fts for"which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu
t~~iOh of th~ mean. 

P~opeftV i~~rance7 This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
.t~~t is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to' damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, 
etC. Homeowners' policies are also included -since this type of 
insurance ·has fire and hazard insurance together 'with other 
tYpes of horileowner protection sudl as liability. If the cost of 
the insura~ce was included as part of the mortgage payments, 
a separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12;mo.nth period even if made in two or more install-
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ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
."Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-~ccupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The· data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units .. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property' and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclUde owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, 
for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or install
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on 
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned}. property in
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract 
but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are 
also included in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multi
plied by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of 
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented 
for the same owner-occupied units.for which "selected ~onthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs'.'). The percentage was computed sepa
rately for each unit and was round~d to the nearest tenth of 
a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs"._ 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com
prise the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer 
at the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 

"to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a 
gift. 
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Vear mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trai.lers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is ·the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres- "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for ,a business, etc., before the present owner 
acqui~ed it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, 
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilitieS, or services 
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers 
are not restricted by acreage. Renter uni~s occupied without 
payment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" 
in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(e!ectricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or con
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis but 
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation 
process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied. by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied 
units for which g~oss rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on 
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of 
certain renter-occupied housing u.nits. The percentage is com-



APPENDIX A-Continued 

puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest 
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts 
are used in the computation. Units for w~ich no cash rent is 
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who 
report no income or a net loss comprise the category "not 
computed." 

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics 
cover the calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This "item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for 
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on 
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern

ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability 
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniturel
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The 
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent 
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If 
the garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and 
the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table 
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units in which the· Occupants rent_ furniture from 
source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is 
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and wat~rl and fuels (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units 
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as 
well as garbage and trash collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is classi
fied as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is oWned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 
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public housing. These organizations ·may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as "private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays 
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera
ting expenses. These programs include ( 11 the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate·income 
families, (21 the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (31 the direct loan program 
of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures ori 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with
out payment of cash rent. In addition, .the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non
subsidized ti,ousing. 

Household Characteristics 

Housahold-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of ocrupied housing units. 

Head of household-One person in each household is designated 
as the "head"; that is, the person who is regarded as the head 
by the members of the household. However. if a married woman 
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband 
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations. 

Housahold composition by age of head, or type of household
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or
more-person households and for one-person households. House
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as 
follows:. 

Male head, wife present, no nonre/atives-Each household 
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part B, 
the category "husban<,l-wife" consists of the head and his 
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not 
they are related to the head. 

Other mate head-This category includes households with 
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because 
of separation or other reason where husband and wife main· 
tain separate residences; and ~ale heads who are widowed, 
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category 
includes households with male head, wife present and non
relatives living with them. In part B, all "male head, wife 
present" households are included in the "husband-wife" 
category. 

Female head-This group comprises households with female 
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female 
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are 
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the 
Armed Forces living on military installations. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately 
for male head and female head under the category "one-person 
households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the head of a household and all {one or more) other 

···persons I iving in the same household who are related to the head 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the head of a family are included 
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A 
lodger, servant, or other_ persons unrelated to the head is con
sidered a member of the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household· composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or
more-person house~olds. Primary individUals with nonrelatives 

I iving with them are tabulated as "other male head" or "female 
head." Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
"one-person households." 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 

married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the head of the household or his 
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young 
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's 
parents. 

Age of head-The age classification refers to the age reported for 
the head of the household as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the head, 
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and 
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own d"lildren-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18 
years olci is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child 
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded 
from the total count of own children. 

Other relative of head-This category includes all persons related 

to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or 
child of head and members of subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the head is any person in the 

household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident 
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by head-The statistics refer to the 
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest 
grade attended. For persons still attending school; the highest 
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur
rently enrolled. "Regular" school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may ac::lvance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutOring in other 

than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are 
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system. 
Household heads whose· highest grade completed was in a foreign 
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report 
the approximate equivalent grade (or years) in the regular United 

States school system. They were not reported as having completed 
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade 
attended. Education received in the following types of schools 
is not counted as "regular schooling." Vocational Schools, trade 
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult education classes. 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job 
the week ·prior to the interview. A job is defined'.as a definite 
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work_for pay every 

week or every month. Heads who do not report:to. the same 
place of work every day comprise the "No fixed place of work" , 
category. 

Head's principal means of transportation to work-If different 
means of transportation are used on different days, the 
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means 
of transportation is used each day, the ineans covering the 
.greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" isr ~here one or 
more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head 
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else. ,, 
The category "mass transportation" includes railroac::I, 
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and Streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one
way distance the head of household travels from home to 
work. 

Travel time from home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the household head to travel one-way from 
home to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 

the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 

income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums, 
Medicare deductions, etc. 
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In this report series, the statistics relate to the money inoome 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit; 
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all 
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living 
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis· 
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt 
of retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments 
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement 
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital 
or other medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as 
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and 
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training 
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man
power Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation 
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administra
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 
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from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business ofselling such property); 
money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposiis; 
accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; exchange of 
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts 
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income 
data refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and the 
household characteristics refer to the date of the interview. 
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the 
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family 
income does not include amounts received by persons who were 
members of the family during all or part of the income -period if 
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of 
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes 
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with 
the family during the entire income period· but who were 
members of the family at the time of the inter.view. For most 
families, however, the income reported was received by Persons 
who were members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. 
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to 
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling 
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures 
and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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