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Urban and rural residence—Urban housing comprises all housing
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
mote outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing
consists of all housing units in {(a} places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more incorporated as cities, viilages, boroughs {except Alaska),
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and
Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the rural
portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,50C
inhabitants or more; and (¢} other territory, incorporated or
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not

historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC{1}-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence—in rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises alt rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the
remaining rural units. Qccupied housing units are classified as
farm wunits it they are located on places of 10 or more acres
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from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products
amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to
the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which do not
meet the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm.
All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Counties—The primary divisions of most of the States are
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are
termed parishes, Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas
designated as census divisions have been defined for general
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census
Bureau and are treated as county equivaients. Four States
{Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia} contain one or more
cities that are independent of any county; for statistical pur-
poses, these independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas {SMSA’s) used in the
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA’s used in
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA’s defined and
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries,
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of
Management and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more,
or ““twin cities” with a combined population of at least 50,000,
In additiocn to the county or counties containing such a city or
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if,
according to certain criteria, they are socially and economically
integrated with the central city. !In the New England States,
SMSA's consist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each
SMSA must include at least one central city, and the complete
title of an SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a
detailed description of the criteria used in defining SMSA’s, see
the Bureau of the Budget publication cited in the preceding
paragraph.

In this report, figures for “'in central cities” refer to all
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census,

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey

interviewers were instructed to read the guestions directly from
the questionnaire, The definitions and explanations given for
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various
technicai and procedural materials used in the collection of the
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in
understanding the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing
Surveys—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, there
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 reports. In
the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to losses of
individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit was
counted as a loss only when the whole structure: in which the
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is the
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data in
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished
tabulations.

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B).

4

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The ¢oncepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that- appear in
both the 1970 census and thé" 1979 survey. e "o

There is a major difference, however, in the tih‘le period-of
the "recent mover” classification (see parts D and E of thls
series}, In the Annual Housing Survey, “‘recent ‘movers"’ afé
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months
prior to the interview, a timie period of 1 year or less. In the
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time ‘périods were
used. In Volume Il, Metropolitan Housing C‘haracrerrstrcs the
shortest time period for “year moved into unit,” is “19690&‘)
March 1970” (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Camponents orf
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970
(approximately 2 years); and in Volume VIi, No. 5, Mciver .
Households, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970
{approximately 5 years). e

Other definitional differences, if any, are dlscussed under the
particular subject. ‘ v ’\'

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housmg
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors, These include the extensive use of Sélf’
enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview? in
the Annual Housing Survey; differences in proceising
procedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors
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associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume |V the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other
additions, demolitions, mergers, other lasses, and housing units
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970,

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these
components are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {or
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data
on hew construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of
inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census tabu-
lations of the “"year structure built” item; i.e., housing units built
in 1960 or later were classified as added by “new construction.”

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status,”” “‘real estate taxes last
vear,” and “selected monthly housing costs” are presented in
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In
volume V, the data are based on information coilected for a
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages,
properties, and owners.

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V,
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
ygrified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selhected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly hous:ng costs /nclude special assessments.

Comparaballtv with 1970 Census of Population data—In the
1970 census, data for “years of school completed”’ were based
on,.,responses to two questions—the highest grade or year of
regular school each household member attended, and whether
or.,not that grade or year was completed. In the 1978 Annual
Housing Survey, data for “years of school completed’” were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore, the
1879 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education level
of the head of the household; that is, respondents may have
reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled in or
had. last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was
completed.

Comparability with other current reports— This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current

Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences,
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximately 59,000 units
{interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and
vacant housing units}, is conducted monthly by the Bureau of
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annuat
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling
variability, nonsampling errors, survey technigues, and
processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title Current
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobiiity of the population, and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current’Population Survey is the same, there is'a major
difference in "the concept of “mover.” In parts D and E,
household heads that moved into their units during the 12
months prior to the interview are classified as ‘‘recent movers,”
In the Current Population Survey, individuals whose current
place of residence is different from that of March 1970 are
classified as “movers.”’

_ There also may be significant differences in the data on
income and years of school completed. The time period
covering income data in this series of reports refers to the 12
months prior to the date of the interview, while the time period
for income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also
significant differences in the way income questions are asked.
For “years of school completed by head,” the differences cited
in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Population
data,” also apply to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences between the 1978 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and
techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a




App-4

APPENDIX A-=Continued

sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated
sample unjts in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233.

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two.
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the
family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey reflect
the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used
by any member of the household, including nonrelatives,
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling
BITOTS.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs—The Census
Bureau issues several publications under the general title,
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of
Residential Alterations and Repairs.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The
reports from the survey contain current data on housing starts
and completions, construction authorized by building permits,
housing units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places,
new one-family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new
housing, and value of new construction put in place. The
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac-
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional
differences between the 1879 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and
processing procedures.

The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample
survey of approximately 4,600 designated owner-occupied
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as
multiunit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property.
For additional information on the Survey of Residential
Alterations and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports,
Series C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs.

Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house,
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer).
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non-
residential use ({e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a
watchman fives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old
raifroad cars.

Housing units—A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a singfe room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two cr more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons
who share living arrangements (except as described in the
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the
like, are included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters—Group quarters are living arrangements for
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses,
military barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information
on the housing characteristics of group quarters was .not
collected. !

19
Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.—Mobile

homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not
considered housing units if vacant, used only for business; or
used only for vacations. “in
Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or sujtes of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents. '
If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house hve
and eat separately from everyone eise in the building and have
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either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remaining quarters are combined. |f the combined quarters
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain
five or more roomers unretated to the head or person in charge,
they are ctassified as group quarters. in a dormitory, residence
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group
quarters,

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other
living quarters are considered group guarters.

Year-round housing units—Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for
“all year-round housing units” may not be comparable to the
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro-
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of *‘vacant year-round’’
and ‘’‘vacant—seasonal and migratory" units separately to
independent current estimates. {See secticn on "Estimation’ in
Appendix B—Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973,
"vacant—seasonal and migratory” units were combined with
several categories of year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and
adjusted to the combined total of the independent estimates for
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for
<!vacant—seasonal and migratory” housing units and for “all
year-round housing units’’ adhere more closely to the inde-
pendently derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The
11974 through 1979 characteristics for “‘all occupied units,’’
“owner occupied,” and “renter occupied” are, however,
ﬁo['nparable with the corresponding 1973 data.

o ¢
LAY |

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction—A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by “new construc-
tion.” Information was collected on vacant _units under
construction at the time of the interview only if construction
had proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors
'were instailed and final usable floors were in place. Housing
‘units built during this period but removed from the housing
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new
canstruction counts for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained
‘ﬁrimarily from a sample of units selected from buifding permits;

in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of
inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from.
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built
1960 or later.

Units lost from the inventory —Characteristics are presented for
the total of ail units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through’
other means. Separate counts of “demolition or disaster’” losses
and of “other losses’* are shown in part A of this series. The
1974 through 1979 surveys cover all losses, including those in
structures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster—A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner
is classified as a unit lost through_demolition. Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole
structure in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In
the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the
data on losses refer to all housingunit tosses, including losses of
units in structures which still contained one or more housing
units. In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in
1970 as “units lost through other means.”

Units lost through other means—Any housing unit which existed
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This companent includes the foliowing
types of josses:

1. Units lost by change to group quartefs; for example, a
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a
family and five lodgers at the the time of the 1979 survey.

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire. '

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive
evidence {sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited.

. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use.

5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in
the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the
total inventory since they presumably represent units added
in'the place to which they were maoved.

B

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer 10 all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still
contained one or more housing-units.
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Unspecified units—There are other components of change in the
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey
provides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing
inventory is not known. :

Units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit.

Units changed by merger—A merger is the result of
combining two or more housing units into fewer units
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural
alteration, such as unlocking a door which formerly
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each
floor. :

Units added through other sources—Any housing unit added
to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from
which they were moved. A breviously vacant mobile home or
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Popuiation in housing units—Included are all persons’ living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units—A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent--for
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification "of race” refers to the race of the head
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote

clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter-
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in
three categories: White, Black (Negro), and other. The last
category includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese,
Korean, and any other race except White and Bla¢k. Figures on
tenure are given separately for White and Black houseshold
heads; units with household heads of other races are included in
the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are
presented in separate tables, The classification of race in the
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based on
his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially a
self-classification by people according to the race with which
they identified themselves.

Spanish origin—The classification *‘Spanish origin’” refers to
the origin of the head of the household occupying the housing
unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of Spanish
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self-
identification of a person’s origin or descent. Respbndents were
asked to select their- origins from a ‘‘ffash card.” Persons of
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish.
Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys’ reports,
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria:
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and origin-
or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 estimates
of Spanish-orgin households may be significantly averstated in
the South Region and North Central Region. In the 1970 census
some respondents apparently misinterpreted the Spanish-origin
category, “Central or South American’’ to mean the central or
southern part of the U.S, v

. 0
Tenure—A housing unit is “owner occupied’ if the owner or,

co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not full'yt.;
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit.: is “ownerh
occupied’ only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other
occupied units are classified as “renter occupied,’” including.
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without paylﬁe'nt‘
of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and traiters on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are:
buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The sitesis
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash
rent for the site. : A
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Cooperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to
various types of structures including single-family houses,
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings.

Year head moved into unit—The data are based on the
information reported for the head of the household and refer to
the year of latest move, Thus, if the head moved back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to
establish the year the present occupancy by the head began. The
year the head moves is not necessarily the same vyear other
members of the household move, although in the great majority
of cases, the entire household moves at the same time.

Vacant housing units—A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
p‘las:e. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or
doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence
{such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is 1o be
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an
of'f‘ice; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products.

¥The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
thﬂ;"ieport are*the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
*‘seasonal and migratory’’ or "year-round.” *"Seasonal” units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended far recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and ' loggers. "Migratory’’ units are vacant units held for
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during
the:crop season.

<<*"Year-round’’ vacant housing units are available or intended
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area

which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered
vear-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year
is also considered year-round. '

“Year-round’’ vacant units are subdivided as follows:

For sale onfy—Vacant year-round units “for sale only’ also
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project
if the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units “for rent’ also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round
vacant unit is classified as "'rented or sold, not occupied.”

Held off market—A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants. :

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant
yvear-round units which are held for weekend or other
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible
that some “second homes” are classified as ‘‘seasonal” and
vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
elsewhere/—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of
vacant units, If the house in the city were in the survey
sample, it would be reported “occupied’” and would be
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants
are only temporarily absent.

Other vacant—I|f a vacant year-round unit does not fall into
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is
classified as “other vacant’”” For example, this category
includes units held for settlement of an estate, units held for
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for
personal reasons of the owner. |f separate distributions are
not presented for “held for occasional use’” or “temporarily
occupied by URE"™ housing units, these categories are also
included.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However,
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report
series. .

The 1974 through 1879 counts for “seasonal and
migratory,” “year-round, rented or sold not occupied,” “year-
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round, held for occasional use,” and "\(gar-round, other vacant
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974
through 1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey
counts of *vacant vyear-round” and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and
migratory” units separately to independent current estimates.
{See section on “Estimation’” in Appendix B—Source and
Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, “vacant—seasonal and
migratory” units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies (rented or sold. not occupied; held for
occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the
combined total of the independent estimates for these cate-
gories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for vacant units
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973
data.

Homeowner vacancy rate—The 1978 homeowner vacancy rate is
the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied, The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but
not occupied,

Duration of vacancy—The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview.
The data, therafore, do not provide a direct measure of the total
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units
which have neven been occupied, the duration of vacancy is
counted from the date construction was completed., For
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported from
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhsre are
excluded from the data.

Housing unit boarded up—Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. ‘“‘Boarded up’ refers to the
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit struc-
ture or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons—All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident.employees who share the
living quarters of the household head. The data on "persons”

show categories of the number of one-person through seven-or-
more-person households by the number of housing units,

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal
residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms—The statistics on ‘“rooms” are for the number of
housing units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted
include whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or
basement rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed
porches that are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms.
Also included are rooms used for offices by a person living in
the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of
shelves or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls,
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, akcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

If 2 room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily
reached.

Persons per room—"Persons per room” is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the
specified ratio of persons per room.

Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bed-
rooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other
purposes, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living
room with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A
housing unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room
efficiency apartment, is classified by definition as having no
bedroom.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as
mobile homes or trailers by ‘this survey are classified as
conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities—A - unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An instatled sink with
piped water, {2) a range or cookstove, and {3} a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the
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structure. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with
only portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a
range or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical
refrigerator.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the
occupants when they are used oniy by the occupants of one
housing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living
in the unit. When a structure consists of anly one housing unit,
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by
definition, for exclusive use.

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen
facilities had been removed, the Kitchen facilities used by the
last occupant were to be reported.

Year structure built—"Year structure built’’ refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled,
added 1o, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer’s model year was assumed to be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimate and are,
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly-classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the number
of residential structures.

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing

only one housing unit are further classified as detached or

attached.

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all four
sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 1-unit
structure is attached if it has one or mare walls extending from
ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining structures,
such as in row houses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or
trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, only a
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or traiier.

Elevator in structure—Statistics on “‘elevator in structure’” are
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or
more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a “walkup”
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger
elevator or if the only elevatE)r service is for freight.

In group of 6 or more mobite homes—Mobile homes and trailers
that are gathered ciose together are considered 1o be in a
“group.” This may be a large mobile home park containing
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on
a single site or adjacent sites.

Interior walls and ceilings—Statistics are presented on whather
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or
peeling paint on the interior walls or ceilings of 2 housing unit.
Inctuded are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or
holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to go
through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects.

Boarded-up- buildings on same street—Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located, Buildings are classified as boarded up

. if they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of

neglect, have most of their visible windows broken or missing,
or have their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or
some other similar material to prevent'entry.

Plu'mbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilitios—The category “‘with all plumbing facilities’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room,
“Lacking some or all plumbing facilities” means that the unit
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities {hot and
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the
use of the occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms—A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a
complete bathroom.

The category “‘also used by another household” consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category “none” consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilities but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply—"A public system or private
company” refers to a common source supplying running water
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to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it
is classified as an “‘individual well.”” Water sources such as
sbrings, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in
the “other’ category.

Sewage disposal—-A ‘“’public sewer” is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A '‘septic tank or cesspool” is an underground
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is
disposed of in some other way are included in the “other”
category. . '

Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available—A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the cccupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of
telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment—"Warm-air furnace' refers to a central
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to
various rooms. A “heat pump” refers to an electric all-in-one
heating-cooling system which utitizes indoor and outdoor coils,
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category.
“Steam or hot water” refers to a central heating system in
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through
radiators or other outfets., “Built-sin electric units” are
permanently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A
“floor, wali, or pipeless furnace’ delivers warm air to the room
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides
of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

“Room heaters with flue’” include circulating heaters,
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. “Room
heaters without flue” include any room heater {not portable)
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney. “Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters”
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liguid fuel, as well as
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall
outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

s

Air conditioning—Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers,
tans, or blowers which are not connected to a refregeration unit.
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more
than one room. A central system is a central installation which
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building,
a central system may cool all apartments in the building; each
apartment may have its own central system; or there may-be
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a
group of apartments, A central installation with individual room
controls is a central air-conditioning system. ‘ i
1
House heating fuel—""Utility gas” is gas piped through under;
ground pipe: from a central system to serve the neighborhood.
“Bottled, tank, or LP gas” is stored in tanks which are refilled
or exchanged when empty, “Kerosene, etc.” includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. “Other fuelf
includes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made .of
pitch and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. h -

Financial Characteristics ‘ u
Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property {house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives;
condaminiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from
the value tabulations. . ot
L)
Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total -money
income of the family or primary individual, The data are
presented for the same owner-occupied units for which “value’
was tabulated (see ““Value’ for exclusions). The ratic was
computed separately for each unit and was rounded to the
nearest tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to
select an appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value
intervals were used in the computation of the value-income
ratio, except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less
than $5,000 and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of
$300,000 or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used,
Units occupied by families or primary individuals who reported
no income ot a net loss comprise the category "“not computed.”
The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is the
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no com-
mercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property.
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Garage or carport on property—The garage or carport must be
currently avaitable for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn
equipment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it
may be completely unattached, but it must be on the property.
Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason
cannot be used for parking.

3

Mortgage—The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the
buvyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the setler until the
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category “‘units with no mortgage.”. Also included in this
category are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage
but pays a “ground rent”; that is, the occupant owns the unit
but leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres.
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made
towards their purchase comprise the category, “with instaliment
loan or contract.”

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on fess than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
.property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender.

Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. ‘‘Real estate taxes
last year” refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing
period. It includes State and |ocal real estate taxes. Not included
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When

the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate
amount for the taxes is obtained.

In part C; the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property {house and lot) are presented. Housing
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the -
computation of the mean.

Property insurance—This refers to fire and hazard insurance;
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners’ policies are also included since this type of
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other
types of homeowner protection such as liability. |f the cost of
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of
the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of
“Selected monthly housing costs” and “‘Selected monthly
housing costs as percentage of income.” The data are
presented separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on
less than 10 acres with no commercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium upits. -

Selected meonthly housing costs—The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or
installment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes
on mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property
insurance, utilities {electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal),
fuel (cil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.}, and garbage and trash
collection,

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to
report the amount of their payment and/or those households
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the
“not reported” category. Likewise, for mobile homes and
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also
included in the “not reported’’ category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs {selected monthly housing costs multiplied
by 12} are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for
the same owner-occupied units for which “selected monthly
housing costs” were tabulated (for exclusions, see '‘Selected
monthly housing costs”). The percentage  was computed
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of
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a percent. For income and “'selected monthly housing costs,
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss
comprise the category ""'not computed.”

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were
inciuded in the “not reported’’ category.

Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
purchase price is the totat cost of the mobile home or trailer at
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The “not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner- .

occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “'Year
acquired” is the calendar year that the current owner took
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. “"Acquired” includes
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Moabile home acquired new—The data pertain to owner-occu pied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired
new” means that no other person or family lived in the mobile
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10
acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment
of cash rent are shown separately as “no cash rent” in the rent
tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed reni, termed “gross rent,” is the
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of
utilities {electricity, gas, water} and fuels {oil, coal, kerosene,
wood, etc,) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for
by someone else, such as a relative; welfare agency, or friend) in
addition to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion
of utilities and fue! as part of the rental payment. The estimated
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process.
The statistics on rent exciude 1-unit structures on 10 acres ar
more. Rent data for mobile homes and traiters are not restricted
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as ‘“‘no cash rent” in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public

housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based. on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. '

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12} is expressed as a
percentage of the total income of the family or primary
individual. The percentage is presented for the same renter-
occupied units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the
statistics on gross rent as percentage of income reflect thg
exclusion of certain renter-occupied housing units. .THg
percentage is computed separately for each unit and is roun(:.l?d
to the nearest whole number. For gross rent and income, the
dollar amounts are used in the computation. Units for which no
cash rent is paid and units occupied by families or primary
individuals who report no income or a net loss comprise the;
category ‘not computed.”’
The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to.the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969. '

)
[E¥}

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
This item is computed in the same manner as ‘‘gross rent,as
percentage of income” except that rents and incomes for public
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on -non:
subsidized units in this report are not based on government or
local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability (of -a
respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent {garbage and trash collection and furniture}=
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The data
are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent is
paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage and trash colfection—Included are units which have
garbage and trash cotlection service available in connection
with the building. The service may be public or private and
must be available without additional cost 1o the renter, If the
garbage (food waste} is collected by one company and the
trash {paper, cans, etc} by another, the data refer to the
garbage collection service. In tables 3, 6, and'9@ of part C
separate counts are also shown for renter-occupied umits
reporting additional amounts paid for-garbage and trash
collection service.

Furniture—The statistics refer to furnished apartments or
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and
chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture,
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from
some source other than the management are not classified as
furnished.
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Rent asked—For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent,
excluding 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent
asked is shown separately for units in which the rent includes
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water} and fuels (oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for
units in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels,
as 'well as garbage and trash collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is
cl_gr_.sified as being in a “public housing project” if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing
authority or other public agency, such as a housing and
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency, and
‘operated as public housing. These Organizations may receive
‘s'ai)sidies from the Federal or State government but the local
éﬁency owns the property. All other housing units are classified
as “private housing.”

‘Private housing units are further classified by whether the
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating
expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment {HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-
income families, (2} the rent supplement program where part of
the rent for low-income families occupying certain types of
rental housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan
program of HUD for housing the eiderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

Household Characteristics

Household—A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the
same as the count of occupied housing units.

Head of household—One person in each household is designated
as the *head”; that is, the person who is regarded as the head by
the members of the household. However, if a married woman
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband was
considered the head for the purpose of simplifying the
tabulations.

Household composition by age of head—Statistics by age of
head are presented separately for two-or-more-person house-
holds and for ane-person households. Households having two or
more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives—Each household in
this group consists of the head and his wife, and other
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him.

Other male head-—-This category includes households with
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because of
separation or other reason where husband and wife main-
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed,
divorced, or single. Also included are households with male
head, wife present and nonrelatives living with them,

Female head—This group comprises households with ferale
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female
heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the
Armed Forces living on military installations.

Households consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male head and female head under the category
“one-person households.”

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either “families” or “primary individuals.”” The term “family"
refers to the head of a household and all {one or more) other
persons living in the same household who are related to the head
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a “primary
individual.”

Married couples related to the head of a family are included
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is
considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on househoid composition, families are
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or-
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives
living with them are tabulated as *‘other male head” or "‘female
head.” Primary individuals living alone are-always tabulated as
"one-person households.”

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single {never
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including the head of the household or his
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young
married couple sharing the home of the husband’s or wife's
parents.

Age of head—The age classification refers to the age reported for
the head of the household as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the head,
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and over.

Own children—Statistics on presence of “‘own” children of
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18
years old is defined as an “own’’ child if he or she is a single
{never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a
household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from
the total count of own children. :
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Other relative of head—This category includes all persons related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or child
of head and members of subfamilies.

Naonrelative—A nonrelative of the head is any person in the
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, or
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

Years of school completed by head—The statistics refer to the
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are
currently enrolled. **Regular’ school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is,
“regular schooling” is formal education which may advance a
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college,
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular
school system. Household heads whose highest grade completed
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as “‘regular
schooling.” Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools,
and noncredit adult education classes.

Income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement
income, public assistance or welifare payments, and all other
money income, The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc.

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit;
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in
the unit but not related to the head of the household are not
included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
alaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,

~d Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
& net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses)

received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits;
disability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions
for Medicare and health insurance premiums, Cash receipt of
retirement, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments made by
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care are not included.

Income from ali other sources includes money income
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income {or loss)
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders;
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which
include cash receipts received from public assistance programs,
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen’s
compensation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to
survivors. of deceased veterans; public or private pensions;
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony
or child support from persons who are not members of the
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and
fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as
income: Value of income *“in kind,"’ such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property {unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on ‘‘uncashed” savings bonds;
exchange of money between relatives living in the same
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, in-
heritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income data
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970,
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members of
the family during all or part of the income period if these
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the
interview. On the other hand, family income includes amounts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
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Census’ surveys and censuses. For example, the time period
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the
12is months prior to the interview while other income data
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the
mter\new Additional differences in the income data may be
T
T
il
atR
Jerit

attributed to the various ways income guestions are asked,
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and cen-
suses, survey procedures and technigues, and processing pro-
cedures. '
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Area Classifications and Definitions, Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1979
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing comprises all housing
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units
not classified as urban constitute rura! housing. Information on
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears
in the 1970 Population Census PC{1}-A reports.

in the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence—In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres
from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
during the 12-manth period prior to the interview or on places
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior ta the inter-
view. Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet
the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. Al
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Counties—The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par-
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for genera} statistical
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas {SMSA's) used in the
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA’s used in
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA’s defined and
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, After 1967, 15 SMSA's were
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries,
and titles made after February 1871 are not reflected in this
series of reports. SMSA’s are defined by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more,

or “‘twin cities” with a combined population of at least 50,000.
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA’s con-
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must
inciude at least one central city, and the complete title of an
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de-
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau
of the Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph.

In this report, figures for “in central cities’” refer to all
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen-
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of
the city classified as rural in the 1870 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing

. Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey inter-

viewers were instructed to read the questions directly from the
guestionnaire, The definitions and explanations given for
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve
problem or unusual cases, Additional explanatory information
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in
understanding the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing
Surveys—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the
1973 through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However,
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979
reports. In the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit
was counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition,
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is
the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpubtished
tabulations,

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B).

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey,

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of
the ‘‘recent mover’’ classification (see parts D and E of this
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, “recent movers” are -
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households that moved into their unit during the 12 months
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year orless. In the 1870
Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In
Volume |I, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest
time period for “year moved into unit,” is 1969 to March
1970 (1 1/4 years}; in Volume IV, Components of |nventory
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately
2 years); and in Volume VI, No. 5, Mover Households, the time
period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years).
" Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1979
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro-
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sam-
pling variability of the estimates from the- Annual Housing
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the
nonsampling errars associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume 1V the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1870.

in parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the ‘'yéar structure built” item; i.e., housing
units built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new
construction.”

Data as of 1971 for “mortgage status,” “real estate taxes
last year,”" and “selected monthly housing costs,’ are presented
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance.
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties,
and owners,

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V inciude the following. The basic
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V,
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in vd_lume V, mortgage status was veri-
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs refiect the total amount of real estate
taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments, In

volume V the tabuiations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data—~In the
1970 census, data for *‘years of school completed” were based
on responses to two guestions—the highest grade or year of
regular school each household member attended, and whether
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey, data for “years of school completed” were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore,
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may
have reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled
in or had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year
was completed.

Comparability with other current reports—This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences,
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 units
(interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are pubtished quarterly and annually in Current Housing
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampting
variability, nonsampling errors, survey technigues, and processing
procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is 3 monthly sample
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title Current
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report
are essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major
difference in the concept of “mover.” In parts D and E, house-
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as “recent movers.”” In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as
“movers,"”

There also may be significant differences in the data on
income and years of school completed. The time period covering
income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also
significant differences in the way income questions are asked.
For “years of school completed by head,” the differences cited
in the section, “‘Comparability with 1970 Census of Population
data,” also apply to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed
to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is
a sample survey covering approximatety 20,000 of the desig-
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data
were collected on ownership, avaifability, and recent purchases
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20232.

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are
- differences in the concepts and definitions between the two.
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly
used by any member of the household, including nonrelatives.
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling
errors.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs—The Census
Bureau issues several publications under the general title,
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of
Residential Alterations and Repairs.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States.
The reports from the survey contain current data on housing
starts and completions, construction authorized by building
permits, housing units authorized for demolition in permit-
issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale, character-

istics of new housing, and value of new construction put in.

place. The concepts and definitions used in this report differ
from some of those used in the Survey of Construction. The

major difference is that the Survey of Construction shows
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of
construction through completion. The Annual Housing Survey
shows counts and characteristics of the existing hohsing
inventory. Additional differences between the 1879 Annual
Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri-
buted to factors such as the samgpling variability and nonsampling
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures
and technigues, and processing procedures.

The Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied
properties, Data are collected on expenditures by property
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties
including' renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi-
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property.
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera-
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports,- Series
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs.

'Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house,
hote] or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer).
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non-
residential use {e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch-
man lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old
railroad cars.

Housing units—A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons
in the structure and which have either {1} direct access from the
outside of the building or through a cammon hall which is used
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons
who share living arrangements {except as described in the
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities
for exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever
possible. |f the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars,
and the like, are included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters—Group quarters are living arrangements for
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in‘ charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge,
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the housing
characteristics of group guarters was not collected.

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.—Mobile
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con-
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used
only for vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu-
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi-
fied as housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and
similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations
are occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined gquarters
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are
classified as one housing unit; if the combined guarters contain
five or more roomers unreiated to the head or person in charge,
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group
quarters. -

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other
living quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units—Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for
“all year-round housing units” may not be comparable to the
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro-
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of ““vacant year-round”
and ‘‘vacant-seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to inde-
pendent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation” in
Appendix B=Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973,
“vacant—seasonal and migratory’ units were combined with
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted
to the combined total of the independent estimates for these

categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for ‘‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory”’ housing units and for “all year-round
housing units” adhere more closely to the independently derived
current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through
1979 characteristics for “‘all occupied units,” owner occupied,”
and ‘‘renter occupied” are, however, comparable with the
corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction—A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by “'new construction.”
Information was collected on vacant units under construction
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded
to a paint that all exterior windows and doors were installed
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during
this period but removed from the housing inventory before the
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey,
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a
sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume |V, Components of Inventory
Change, new construction data were obtained from tabulations
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or later.

Units lost from the inventory—Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through
other means. Separate counts of “demclition or disaster”
losses and of “other losses’’ are shown in part A of this series.
The 1974 through 1979 surveys cover all fosses, including those
in structures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster—A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the
owner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified
as units lost through disaster. Iin the 1973 survey, a housing
unit was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the
inventory. In the 1974 through 1879 surveys and in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume |V, Components of Inventory
Change, the data on losses refer to all housing unit losses,
including losses of units in structures which still contained one
or more housing units. In addition, units ost through disaster
were counted in 1970 as “units {ost through other means.”

Units lost through other means—Any housing unit which existed
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Units lost by change to group guarters; for example, a housing
unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey.
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and

either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that
they are condemned for reasons of heafth or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited.

. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use.

5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in
the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the
total inventory since they presumably represent units added
in the place to which they were moved.

F -y

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still
contained one or more housing units.

Unspecified units—There are other components or change in
the housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey
provides né specific measures. The survey procedures do not
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing
inventory is not known,

Units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the crea-
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as adding a room or installing parti-
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera-
tion, such as locking a door which closes off one or more
rooms to form a separate housing unit.

Units changed by merger—A merger is the result of com-
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dis-
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration,
such as unjocking a door which formerly separated two
housing units. A change in use also occurs, for example,
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly
contained a separate housing unit on each floor.

Units added through other sources—Any housing unit added
to the inventory through sources other than new construction'
or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage,

or barn. Also included are units moved from one site to
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not

necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory

since they presumably represent units lost in the place from
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.”

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded,

Occupied housing units—A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of
the interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent—
for example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirety by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification by race refers to the race of the head
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter-
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in
three categories: White, Black {Negro), and other, The last cate-
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese,
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household
heads; units with household heads of other races are included
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total’ More
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially
a self-classification by people according to the race with which
they identified themselves.

Spanish origin—The classification by Spanish origin here refers
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of
Spanish origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin
was determined on the basis of a question that asked for self-
identification of a person’s origin or descent. Respondents
were asked to select their origins from a ‘“flash card.”” Persons
of Spanish origin were those whao indicated that their origin was
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other
current surveys. |n the 1970 census and current surveys’ reports,
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria:
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970
estimates of Spanish-origin households may be significantly
overstated in the South Region and North Central Region.
In the 1970 census some respondents apparently misinterpreted
the Spanish-origin category, "“Central or South American”
to mean the central or southern part of the U.S.
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Tenure—A housing unit is “owner occupied” if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is ‘owner occupied”
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied
units are classified as “renter occupied,’”’ including units rented
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites, Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
_less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in
the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay
cash rent for the site.

Previous occupancy —The classification of previous occupancy is
divided into two categories, “previously occupied” and “not
previously occupied.” “Previously occupied” indicates that some
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head's
or other related household member’s occupancy. “*Not previously
occupied” indicates that either the head or some other cur-
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit,

Cooperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share-
holder in the corpbration which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold commaon or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. '

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including singte-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings.

Duration of occupancy—Data on ““duration of occupancy’ are
based on information for the head of househald: the data refer
to the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are
shown on whether the head lived in the housing unit “less
than 3 months” or “3 months or longer.” A head who “lived
here last winter,” must have moved into the unit prior to
the previous February.

Year head moved into unit.—~The data are based on the
information reported for the head of the household and refer
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to establish

the year the present occupancy by the head began, The year the
head moves is not necessarily the same year other members of
the household move, although in the great majority of cases the
entire household moves at the same time.

Recent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed “recent movers.” The household is classified
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported
for the head of the household.

Present and previous upits of recent movers—The ‘“present’’
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house-
hold head at the time of the interview. The "previous’ unit is
the unit from which the head moved. If the household head

. moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date

of the interview, the “previous” unit is the one from which the
household head last moved.

Same or different head—Characteristics of the present and
previous units occupied by recent movers are largely restricted
to households that were essentially the same in the two housing
units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous
unit are generally the same as those for the present unit.

A household for which the head in the present unit is the
same person as the head in the previous unit (identified in
the tables as “same head’) is considered essentially the same
even though there may have been some changes in the composi-
tion of the household. Conversely, a household in which there
was no change except for a new househoid head was considered
a household with “different head.”

Data for household heads whose previous residence was out-
side the United States are tabulated in the category “‘different
head.”’

Main reason for move from previous residence—The statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present head of household was also the
head at the previously occupied unit. The classification cate-
gories refer to the principal reason the head of the household
moved into the present unit. The category *‘job related reasons’”

- refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take

a new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement,
commuting reasons, school attendance, and other job related
reasons,

The category “family status” refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed,
to be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,

family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,

wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.

The category “housing needs” refers to reasons such as
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over-
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor-
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high-
way construction, or other public activity, displaced by private
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action,' wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster.

The category “‘other reasons” includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for.moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications. ’

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood—
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present head of household was
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house-
hold moved into the present unit. The category “job related
reasons’’ refers 1o job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons,
school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ‘‘family status'’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category “"housing needs’ refers to reasons such as neigh-
borhood less crowded, racial ar ethnic compaosition of neigh-
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more expensive
place or better investment, residence with more conveniencies,
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs.

The category “‘other reasons” includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall into any of the above classifications.

Home ownership--Data are’ shown -for household heads who,
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units
which the head occupied as his/her usual place of residence.
Excluded from the count of previcusly owned units are vacation
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes.
t . .

Owner or manager on property-These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent
living on the property. The category ‘‘with owner on property”
refers to the owner and not .the agent, resident manager, or
superintendent. “With resident manager or superintendent on
property’’ refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor,
or other representative of the owner. |

Vacant housing units—A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. 1n addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere. '

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evi-
dence (such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is

to- be demolished or is condemned, Also exctuded are quarters
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store
or an office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. -

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
“seasonal and migratory’’ or “year-round.” “Seasonal’’ units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units hetd for herders
and loggers. “Migratory” wunits are vacant units held for
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during
the crop season. :

“Year-round’’ vacant housing units are available or intended
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered
year-round, A unit used only occasionally throughout the year

- is also considered year-round.

““Year-round’’ vacant units are subdivided as follows:

For sale only—Vacant year-round units “for sale only”
also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium
project if the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units” “for rent” also include
vacant units offered either for rent of for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round
vacant unit is classified as “rented or sold, not occupied.”

Held off market—A housing unit which is neither for sale,
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as
held off market, Included are units held for occasional use,
units temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occassional use—This category consists of vacant
year-round units which are held for weekend or other
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible
that some “‘second homes” are classified as “seasonal’”’
and vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons: with usual resi-
dence elsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant
provided the usual place of residence is held for the house-
hold and is not offered for rent or for sale, For example,
a beach cottage occupied at the time of the interview by
a family who has a usual place of residence in the city is
included in the count of vacant units, If the house in the
city were in the survey sample, it would be reported
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“occupied” and would be included in the count of occu-
pied units since the occupants are only temporarily
absent.

Other vacant—I|f a vacant year-round unit does not fall
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution,
it is classified as “other vacant.” For example, this cate-
gory inctudes units held for settlement of an estate, units
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units
held for personal reasons of the owner. If separate distri-
butions are not presented for “held for occasional use”

- or “temporarily occupied by URE' housing units, these
categories are also inciuded.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However,
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report
series,

The 1974 through 1979 counts for ““seasonal and migratory,’’
“year-round, rented or sold not occupied,” “‘year-round, held
for occasional use,” and “‘year-round, other vacant” may not
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973
reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure was
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey counts of
“vacant year-round” and “vacant—seasonal and migratory”’
units separately to independent current estimates. {See section
on "Estimation” in Appendix B~Source and Reliability of
the Estimates.}) In 1973, “‘vacant—seasonal and migratory”
units were combined with several categories of year-round
vacancies {rented or sold, not occupied; held for ‘occasionat
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate—The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the number
of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the total
rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied.

Duration of vacancy—The statistics on duration of vacancy
refer to the length of time (in months) from the date the
last occupants moved from the unit to the date of the inter-
view. The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of
the total length of time units remain vacant. For newly con-

structed units which have never been oecupied, the duration of

vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed.
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units
occupied entirely by persons with usual place of residence
elsewhere are excluded from the data.

Housing unit boarded up—Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. “Boarded up” refers to the
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or simitar
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons—All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the household head. The data on “persons”
show categories of the number of one-person through seven-
or-more-person households by the number of housing units.

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as

-a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms—The statistics on “rooms” are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted inctude
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms,
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that
are suitable for year-round use, and lodger’s rcoms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of
shelves or cabinets.

Not inctuded in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls,
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily
reached.

»
Persons per room—'"Persons per room” is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the’
specified ratio of persons per room.

Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping such as guest rooms,
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On
the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit
consisting of only -one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half
bath in which the half bath lacks.a fiush a toilet.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete Kitchen facilities—A housing unit has compiete kitchen
facilities when it has-all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with
piped water, {2) a range or cookstove, and {3} a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure.
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable
cooking eqguipment are not considered as having a range or
cookstove, An icebox js notincluded as a mechanical refrigerator.
The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
_including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use.
For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili-
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last
occupant were to be reported.

Basement—Statistics on basements are based on the number of
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building.

Year structure built—"‘Year structure buiit” refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled,
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence
at the time of the interview. For mobiie homes and trailers,
the manufacturer’'s mbdel year was assumed to be the year
built. Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimate and are
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building that either has open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or
attached.

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex-
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin-
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate cate-
gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a
mobile home or trailer. '

Elevator in structure—Statistics on “elevator in structure” are
for the number of. housing units in structures with four floors
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup”’
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight.

Insulation—Statistics on insulation are presented.separately by
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of
insulation (stormn windows, storm doors, and attic or roof
insulation) and by whether any of six categories of insulation
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insulation)
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied 1-unit
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers.

Storm windows or other protective window covering—This
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm
windows, doubie-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic.
Housing units with “some windows covered” have pro-
tective coverings over some, but not all windows.

Storm doors—This category refers to additional doors hung
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not
included, Housing units with “some doors covered’” have
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings.

Attic or roof insulation—=T his category includes roll or blanket
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic
floor joists.

Wall insulation—This category refers to any type of fiber,
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during
the 12 months prior to the time of interview,

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows—
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12
months prior to the time of interview. “Caulking’’ refers to
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer.
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“Weather stripping” refers to the application of a thin
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc,, to the joint of a door or

- window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight
against air passage.

Other insulation—This item refers to any type of home insula-
tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula-
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the insulating
of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are only
available when the “other insulation’” was added in the
12 months prior to the time of interview.

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months—This item
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the
types of insulation added or installed, see “insulation.”

Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months—
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see
“insulation.’

tn group of 6 or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and trailers
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a
“group.”” This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Roof—Housing units **with signs of water leakage” are those in
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. “No signs of water
leakage’” means that the roof shows no signs of water having
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water
leakage but the problem causing the {eakage has been corrected.
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as
having no signs of water leakage.

Interior walls and ceilings—Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit.
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
. that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open
cracks or holes,

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have
to go through the floor. Ex¢luded are very small holes caused
by nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up buildings on same street—Statistics on boarded-up

- buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer’s

observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they, are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect,
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Overall opinion of structure—The data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of his house or building as a
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure
as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways—T he statistics on common stairways are pre-
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “loose steps” and “loose
railings” reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e.,
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings.
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to
the outside of the building.

Light fixtures in public halls—The statistics on light fixtures in
public halls, are presented for housing units in structures of two

- or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and

whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of
more than one unit or by the general puhblic.

Electric wiring—A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-

side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. ;

Extension cords ‘and other types of wiring that extend from a

wali outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed -

wiring.

Electric wall outlets—A housing unit is classified as having
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working
electric wall outlet or wall plug in eagh room of the unit. A
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric
wall outlet,

Electric fuse blowouts—These statistics are for occupied housing
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the
present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter-
view. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or
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equipment {such as some large air conditioners) are counted
as “fuse or switch blowouts.”

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities—The category “with all plumbing facilities”
consists af housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or

shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants -

of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be located in
the structure but they need not be in the same room. “’Lacking
some or all plumbing facilities” means that the unit does not
have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower)} inside the structure,
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms—A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities
for a complete bathroom.

The category “also used by another household’’ consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units,

The category ‘‘none’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilities but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply—''A public system or private
company’’ refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it
is classified as an “‘individual wetl.”” Water sources such as springs,
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the
"ather’’ category.

Sewage disposal—A “public sewer” is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmenta! body or private
organization. A “septic tank.or cesspool” is an underground
tank or pit used for dispasal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an “outhouse’” or other small shelter outside the unit which
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some
other way are included in the “other” category.

Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available—A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available td the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or

-inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu-

pants of several units. The number of housing units with a
telephone avaiiable, therefore, does not indicate the number of
telephanes installed in homes. 8

Heating equipment—"Warm-air furnace” refers to a central
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to various
rooms. A “heat pump” refers to an electric all-in-one heating-
cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the winter
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category.
“Steam or hot water’ refers to a central heating system in which
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or
other outlets. ‘‘Built-in electric units” are permanently installed
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A “floor, wall, or pipe-
fess furnace’’ delivers warm air to the room right above the
furnace or to the room{s} on one or both sides of the wall in
which the furnace is instalied.

*‘Room heaters with flue’’ include circulating heaters, con-
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes, “Room
heaters without flue” include any room heater {not portable)
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney. ‘Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters”
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, .or other liquid fuel, as well as
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical
wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for units occupied by the household head during the
winter prior to the interview if the eguipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last winter,’”’ the household head must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1979,

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be
used for the purposes intended; the-breakdown or failure may
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order,
or downed power lines.

4

Thermostat controlied heating equipment—A thermostat is an
electronic device which automatically regulates the heating
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther-
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the
occupants. A “clock operated” thermostat is capable of auto-
matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times.
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat
regardless of whether or not it is used.

Thermostats which are not clock operated are further classi-
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is main-
tained. Qccasional changing of the thermostat refers to 3 or
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers
to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the
household leaves the housing unit temporarily for vacations,
etc., are included in the “constant temperature setting main-
tained” category.

Age of heating equipment—The age of the heating equipment of
a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the
housing unit, If the various components of the heating equipment
are of different ages the age of the major component is presented.
Housing units whose major source of heat is room heaters with

or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters
" are excluded,

Maintenance or modification of heating equipment during last
12 months—This item refers to maintenance or modification of
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the
heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace-
ment of worn parts, etc. Modifications are changes to the
heating equipment such as the installation of dampers, the
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to
change the type of fuel used, etc. Housing units where major
source of heat in room heaters with or without a fiue or vent,
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment—A maintenance
contract refers to a written agreement between the owner and
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces,
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12
months—This item refers to any supplementary heating equip-
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces,
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source
are excluded from this item.

Supplemental solar water heating equipment—This item refers .

to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water supple-
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and
the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat.

Insufficient heat—The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the household head occupied the unit during the winter
prior to the date of the interview, To qualify as having lived
here “last winter,” the household head must have moved into
the unit prior to February 1979.

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term “'speci-
fied heating equipment” includes warm-air furnace; steam or
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with “‘speci-
fied heating equipment” which had to use additional sources of
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have
been used only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric

.blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are not considered

additional sources of heat.

"“Rooms lacking specified heat source” include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci-
fied heating equipment” which did not contain the means of
conveying the heat 1o the room. The kitchen was not considered
to be a room for this item.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating
equipment were excluded from this item, The purpose of this
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants
of the unit. '

Air conditioning—Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers,
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit.
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more
than one room. A central system is a central installation which
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building,
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room
controls is a central air-conditioning system.

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking—
“Utility gas' is gas which is piped through underground pipes
from a central system and serves a neighborhood. *‘Bottled, tank,
or LP gas” is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. “Fuel oil” is
heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use
by the heating system. “Kerosene, etc.” includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids.
“Electricity” is generally supplied by means of above or under-
ground electric power lines. “Coal or coke’’ refers to coal or
any coal derivative usuaily delivered by means of truck. “Wood"”
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel.
“Solar heat” refers to the use of energy available from sunlight
as a heating fuel source.

The statistics for water heating fuel are {imited to households
reporting the presence of hot piped water.

Services and Neighborhood Conditions

Exterminator service—The statistics on exterminator service
refer to households that have been at their present address
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for at teast 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
their presence inside the house or building during the jast 3
months. Signs of mice and rats ortraces of their presence include
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers.
“Regular extermination service” refers to periodic visits by a

licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays-

to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service interval
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such
interval. “Irregular extermination service’’ includes visits by an
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house-
hold or building manager, or where it is known that a building
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular or
irregular. “No extermination service’” includes units in a house
or building that has not been serviced during the 12 months
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any
-exterminator service.

Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as
excellent, good, fair, or poor. _ '

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he lives. Thus,
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh-
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are inade-
quate while his neighbor may not. '

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move—Data on neighborhood conditions are based
on the respondent’s answers to a three-part question con-
cerning specific neighborhood conditions. The respond-
ent was asked (1) if the condition was present, {2) if the
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was
so objectionable that he would like to move from the
neighborhood.

1. Street noise—Street noise refers to noise made by
* children playing outdoors, noise from a factory or busi-
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers
street noise.

2. Streets need repair—The data are based on the respond-
ent’s opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open
ditches used for water or sewage drainage.

3. Neighborhood crime—This category refers to all forms
of ‘street and neighborhood crime such as petty theft,
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or any related
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime.

4. Trash, litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or
junk such as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street,
on empty lots, or on properties on the street which the
respondent considers as litter.

5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings—This category
refers to both single and multiunit buildings which the
respondent reported to be abandoned or boarded up.
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial—This category refers 1o com-
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both
large and small industries as well as businesses and stores,
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors—This category refers to the respondent’s opinion
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services—Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of guestions
concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was
asked (1) if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory,
and (2) if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would
like to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection—This category refers to- the respond-
ent’s opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and
response time of services that should be provided by the
police.

"2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds,

or swimming pools—This category refers to the respond-
ent's assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation
facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving
the local community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was aiso asked to respond to a three-part
question on public transportation: (1) if service is avail-
able, {2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member
of the household used the service at least once a week,

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of
the neighborhood.

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schools: {1} if children within the household
attend public elementary school or private elementary
school, (2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory
and, {3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile
of the neighborhood.

Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are
based on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood
according to conditions and neighborhood services available
{described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was
asked to rate the neighborhood as excellent, goed, fair, or
poor.

' Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
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statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less |

than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, maobile homes, and traiters are excluded from
"the value tabulations.

Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pre-
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which ‘'value'’
was tabulated (see “Value” for exclusions). The ratio was com-
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest
tenth, In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units
occupied by families or primary individuals who reported no
income or a net loss comprise the category “not computed.”’

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover
the calendar year 1969,

Sale price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold.
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property—The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture, It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be
used for parking.

Mortgage—The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit

structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish- -

ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. |n the first three arrangements, usually a
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property
until the debt is paid. In the vendaor lien arrangement, the title
is kept by the buyer but the seller {vendor) reserves, in the deed
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the
balance of the purchase price. ‘Also included as a mortgage
are contracts to purchase, fand contracts, and lease-purchase

agreements where the title to the property remains with the
seller until the agreed upon payments have been made by the
buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this cate-
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but
pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the fand. -

Major source of downpayment—This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur-
chases, The categories include sale of previous home, savings,
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on
which structure was built, and other sources.

Instaliment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres.
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made
towards their purchase comprise the category, “with installment
loan or contract.”

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are |limited to owner-
ocecupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data
even if they are included in the regular payment to the lender.

Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no

. commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the

property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. ‘'Real estate taxes
last year” refers to0 the yearly total amount of all real estate
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included
are payments on delinguent taxes due from prior years or
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate
amount for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property {house and lot) are presented. Housing
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu-
tation of the mean.

Property insurance—This refers to fire and bazard insurance;
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion,
etc. Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments,
a separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
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ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of
'Selected monthly housing costs” and ‘‘Selected monthly
housing costs as percentage of income.” The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dentai
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented sepa-
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri-
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or,
for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment lean or contract. Selected monthly housing costs
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or install-
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property in-
surance, utilities {electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal),
fuel {oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.}, and garbage and trash
collection. ’

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to
report the amount of their payment and/or those households
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the
“not reported” category. Likewise, for mobile homes and
trailers, households that had an instaliment loan or contract
but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are
also included in the "not reported” category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs {selected monthly housing costs multi-
ptied by 12} are expressed as a percentage of the total income of
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented
for the same owner-occupied units for which “selected monthly
housing costs’’ were tabulated (for exclusions, see ‘“Selected
monthly housing costs”). The percentage was computed sepa-
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of
a percent. For income and ‘‘selected monthly housing costs”
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com-
prise the category ‘'not computed.”

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were
included in the “not reported” category.

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 agres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer
at the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The “not purchased” category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a
gift,

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "*Year
acquired” is the calendar year that the current owner  took
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the
maobile home or trailer was manufactured, ““Acquired” includes
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new—The data pertain to ownér-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “Acquired
new’’ means that no other person or family lived in the mobile
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acqguired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to,
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobilé- homes and trailers
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without
payment of cash rent are shown separately as ‘‘no cash rent’’
in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed “‘gross rent,” is the
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
{electricity, gas, water) and fuels {oil, coal, kerosene, wood, ete.)
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is thé monthiy rent agreed to, or con-
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis but
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation
process. :

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment
of cash rent are shown separately as “‘no cash rent’’ in the rent
tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more,
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross rent &8s percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12} is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same rehter-occupied
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of
certain renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is com-
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest
whole number, For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts
are used in the computation, Units for which no cash rent is
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who
report no income or a net loss comprise the category "‘not
computed.” : ' )

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics
cover the calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
- This “item is computed in the same manner as “gross rent as
percentage of income’ except that rents and incomes for
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern-
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)—
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage and trash collection—Included are units which have
garbage and trash collection service available in connection
with the building, The service may be public or private and
must be available without additional cost to the renter, If
the garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and
the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the
garbage collection service.

Furniture—The statistics refer to furnished apartments or
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture.
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from
source other than the management are not classified as
furnished.

Rent asked—For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is
shown separately for units in which the rent ingludes payment
for utilities {electricity, gas, and water) and fuels {oil, coal,
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as
well as garbage and trash collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is classi-
fied as being in a “public housing project” if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as

public housing, These organizations may receive subsidies from
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as “private
housing.”

Private housing units are further classified by whether the
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera-
ting expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income
famities, {2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program
of HUD for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with-
out payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non-
subsidized housing.

Household Characteristics

Household—A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the
same as the count of occupied housing units.

Head of household—0One person in each household is designated
as the “head”; that is, the person who is regarded as the head
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations.

Household composition by age of head, or type of household—
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or-
more-person households and for one-person households. House-
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as
follows:

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives—Each household
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part B,
the category “husband-wife” consists of the head and his
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not
they are related to the head.

QOther male head—This category includes households with
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because
of separation or other reason where husband and wife main-
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed,
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category
includes households with male head, wife present and non-
relatives living with them. In part B, all “male head, wife
present” households are included in the '“husband-wife’”
category.

Female head—This group comprises households with female
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the
Armed Forces living on military installations,

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately
for male head and female head under the category ‘‘one-person
households.”

Femily or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either “families” or “primary individuals.” The term “family”
refers to the head of a household and all {one or more} other
--persons living in the same household who are related to the head
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a “primary
individual.”

Married couples related to the head of a family are included
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con-
sidered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household composition, families are
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or-
more-person households, Primary individuals with nonrelatives
living with thern are tabulated as “"other male head’ or “female
head.” Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as
"one-person households.”” '

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single {never
married) children under 18 years old, {iving in a household and
related to, but not including the head of the household or his
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young
married couple sharing the home of the husband’s or wife’s
" parents.

Age of head—The age classification refers to the age reported for
the head of the household as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the head,
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and
over.

Own children—Statistics on presence of “own” children of
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18
years old is defined as an “‘own’ child if he or she'is a single
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded
from the total count of own children.

Other relative of head—This category includes all persons related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or
child of head and members of subfamilies.

Nonrelative—A nonreiative of the head is any person in the
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

Years of school completed by head—The statistics refer to the
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur-
rently enrolied. ““Regular” school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colieges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “regular
schooling’” is formal education which may advance a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer-
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoringin other
than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system.
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report
the approximate equivalent grade {or years} in the regular United
States school system, They were not reported as having completed
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade
attended. Education received in the following types of schools
is not counted as ‘‘regular schooling.” Vocational schools, trade
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult education classes.

Mzeans of transportation and distance and travel time to work—
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job
the week 'prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work for pay every
week or every month. Heads gvho do not report to the same
place of work every day comprise the “No fixed place of work'’
category.

Head’s principal means of transportation to work—I|f different
means of transportation are used on different days, the
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the
greatest distance is recorded, A “carpool’” is where one or
more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else.
The category “mass transportation” includes railroad,
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar.

Distance from home to work —The statistics refer to the one-
way distance the head of househoid travels from home to
work,

Travel time from home to work —The data refer to the average
time it takes the household head to travel one-way from
home to work.

Income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and ali other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums,
Medicare deductions, etc.
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In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit;
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are
not included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income [gross receipts minus operating expenses}
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; dis-
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc-
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt
of retirement, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments
made by the U.S, Government under the Railroad Retirement
Act are aiso included. Separate payments received for hospital
or other -medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income received
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man-
power Development and Training Act; wotkmen’s compensation
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’ Administra-
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts

from’ insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and  fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as
income: Value of income “in kind,’’ such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home: money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such propert.y);

_money barrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits;

accrued interest on ‘‘uncashed” savings bonds; exchange of
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and. other
types of lump-sum receipts. .

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house-
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1879, the income
data refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and the
household characteristics refer to the date of the interview.
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family
income does not include amounts received by persons who were
members of the family during all or part of the income period if
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with
the family during the entire income period but who were
members of the family at the time of the interview. For most
families, however, the income reported was received by persons
who were members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’ surveys and censuses. For example, the time period
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview.
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures.
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Area Classifications and Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS. . . . | .
Urban and rural residence . . . , ,
Farm-nonfarm residence . . . . . .
Counties . . . . .. ... .. ... .

Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Areas . ., . .. ...,

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA-
TIONS OF SUBJECT
CHARACTERISTICS. . .. ... ..

General. . .. ........... K

Comparability with 1973
through 1978 Annual
Housing Surveys. . . .. . ..

Comparability with 1970
Census of Housing data . . ., .

Comparability with 1970
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Living Quarters . . , . ., .. ...
Housingunits . . . . ... ...
Groupquarters . . .. ... ..
Rules for mobile homes,

hotels, rooming houses, etc. .

institutions . ... .......
Yaear-round housing units . . .
Changes in the Housing inventory

Units added by new construg-
tion .. .. e

Units lost from the inventory .

Units lost through demolition
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Units lost through other

Unspecified units . . . ., . ., .

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac-
teristics . . . . . ... .. ...,.

Population in housing units . .
Occupied housing units. . . . .
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing comprises all housing
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing
consists of all housing units in {a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or
maore incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs {except Alaska),
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and
Wisconsin}, but excluding those housing units in the rural
portions of extended cities; (b} unincorporated places of 2,500
inhabitants or more; and (c} other territory, incorporated or
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
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Complete bathrooms . . . . . . App-9
Source of water or water
suppbly. . .. ... ... ... App-9
Sewage disposal . . .. .. ... App-10
Equipment and Fuels. . . . .. .. App-10
Telephone available. . . . . . . App-10
Heating equipment . ... . . . . App-10
Air conditioning. . .. ... .. App-10
House heating fuel . . . . . .. App-10
Financial Characteristics . . . . . . App-10
Value, . .. ........... App-10
Value-income ratio . . . . . .. App-10
Sales price asked , . . . . ., .. App-10
Garage or carport on property.  App-11

Mortgage . . . . . . - .. . ...
Instaliment loan or contract. .
Monthly mortgage payment . .
Real estate taxes last year . . .
Property insurance . . .. . ..
Selected monthly housing costs
Selected monthly housing costs
as percentage of income . , .
Purchase price of mobite home
Year mobile home acquired . .
Mobile home acquired new .
Contractrent . . . . ... ...
Grossrent , . . . . .. .. ...
Gross rent in nonsubsidized
housing. . . . ... ......

. Gross rent as percentage of
meome . L L. L L.,

Gross rent in nonsubsidized
housing as percentage of

Inclusion in rent {garbage and
trash collection and furniture)

Rent asked. . . ... ... . A

Public, private, or subsidized
housing . . . . . _ . e e

Housshold Characteristics . . . . .
Household . . . . ... .....
Head of household . . . _ . . .

Household composition by
ageofhead . . . _ ., .., .,

Family or primary individual .
Subfamily . . .. ... .....
Ageofhead . .. ... .....
Persons 65 years old and over .
Ownchildren . . . ... .. ..

Nonrelative . . . ... ... .,

Years of school completad by
head. . ... ... .. .-

Income. . ... ..., .

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL :
HOUSING SURVEY -
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 . . . . ..

App-11
App-11
App-11
App-11
App-11
App-11

App-11°
App-12

App-12
App-12
App-12
App-12

App-12

App-12

classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the

census.

historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC(1)-A reports.

In the Annua! Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1870

Farm-nonfarm residence—In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres
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from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products
amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to
the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which do not
meet the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm.
All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm,
/

Counties—The primary divisions of most of the States are
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas
designated as census divisions have been defined for general
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census
Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States
{Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more
cities that are independent of any county; for statistical pur-
poses, these independent cities are treated as county equivalants.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas {SMSA’s} used in the
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in
the 1970 census, These inciude the 228 SMSA’'s defined and
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, After 1967, 15 SMSA’s were
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries,
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of
Management and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget}.
Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more,
or ‘‘twin cities” with a combined population of at least 50,000,
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if,
according to certain criteria, they are socially and economically
integrated with the central city. In the New England States,
SMSA's consist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each
SMSA must include at least one central city, and the complete

title of. an SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a.

detailed description of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see
the Bureau of the Budget publication cited in the preceding
paragraph.

In this report, figures for “in central cities’” refer to all
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1978 Annual Housing
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey

interviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand
more fully the intent of each guestion and thus to resolve
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in
understanding the statistics.

- Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing

Surveys—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However, there

are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses

between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979 reports. In
the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to losses of
individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit was
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which the
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is the
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data in
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished
tabulations.

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
hetween the figures (see appendix B).

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in
bath the 1970 census and the 1979 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of
the ‘‘recent mover’ classification {see parts D and E of this
series), In the Annual Housing Survey, “recent movers’ are
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time . periods were
used. In Volume |lI, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the
shortest time period for "year moved into unit,’”” is “1969 to
March 1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of
Inventory Change, the pericd is 1969 to December 1970
(approximately 2 years); and in Volume VI, No. 5, Mover
Households, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970
(approximately 5 years).

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview in
the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing
procedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors
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associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the
nansampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the
housing inventory between the 1980 and 1970 censuses are
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA’s in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume 1V, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hou'sing units
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these
components are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {or
disaster), and other losses {some other means}). The 1979 data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census tabu-
lations of the "*year structure built’ item; i.e., housing units built
in 1960 or later were classified as added by “new construction.”

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status,’” “’real estate taxes last
year,” and “selected monthly housing costs’” are presented in
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. |n
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census, The 1971
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages,
properties, and owners,

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V,
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data—In the
1970 census, data for “"years of school completed™ were based
on responses to two questions—the highest grade or year of
regular school each household member attended, and whether
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey, data for “years of school completed’ were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school coméleted by the head. Therefore, the
1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education level
of the head of the household; that is, respondents may have
reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled in or
had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was
completed.

Comparability with other current reports—This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current

Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences,
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparahility with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximately 59000 units
{interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey,
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and
processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Poputation Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From
the data coliected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title Current
Population Reports. Inctuded are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey-is the same, there is a major
difference in the concept of “mover,’”” In parts D and E,
household heads that moved into their units during the 12
months prior to the interview are classified as “recent movers.”
in the Current Population Survey, individuals whose current
place - of residence is different from that of March 1970 are
classified as “movers.”

There also may be significant differences in the data on
income and vears of school completed., The time period
covering income data in this series of reports refers to the 12
months prior to the date of the interview, while the time period
for income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also
significant differences in the way income gquestions are asked.
For “years of school completed by head,” the differences cited
in the section, ""Comparability with 1970 Census of Population
data,” also apply to the Current Population Survey, )

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and
technigues, and processing procedures,

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases a;nd
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a
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sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated
sampte units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were
" collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected
major household appliances. {nformation on the price paid is
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233.

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two.
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the
family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey reflect
the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used
by any member of the household, including nonrelatives.
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling
errors.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs—The Census
Bureau issues several publications under the general title,
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are
primarily from the Survey of Cénstruction and Survey of
Residential Alterations and Repairs.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The
reports from the survey contain current data on housing starts
and completions, construction authorized by building permits,
housing units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places,
new one-family homes sold and for safe, characteristics of new
housing, and value of new construction put in place. The
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac-
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts
and characterlstlcs of the existing housing inventory. Additional
differences betwe)en the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and
processing procedures.

The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as
multiunit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property.
For additional information on the Survey of Residential
Alterations and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports,
Series C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs.

Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use (e.g., a single-farhily home, apartment house,
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer).
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non-
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a
watchman lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old
railroad cars.

Housing units—A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons
in the structure and which have either {1} direct access from the
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by
the general public or {2} complete Kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the:occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person “living alone, two cr more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons
who share living arrangements (except as described in the
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the
like, are included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters—Group quarters are living arrangements for
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the persen in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses,
military barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority
houses, hospitals, monasteries,. convents; and ships. A house or
apartment 15 considered group quarters if it is shared by the
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no
person in charge, by six or mare unrelated persons. Information
on the housing characteristics of group quarters was not
collected.

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.—Mobile
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not
considered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or
used only for vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere. , Vacant rooms or sujtes of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
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either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remaining quarters are combined. [f the combined quarters
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are

classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain
~ five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge,
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group
quarters.

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other
living quarters are considered group quarters.

Yeat-round housing units—Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

~ The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for
“all year-round housing units” may not be comparable to the
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro-
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of “'vacant year-round’”
and “‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’” units separately to
independent current estimates. (See section on “Estimation’ in
Appendix B—Source and Reliability of the Estimates.} In 1873,
“vacant—seasonal and migratory” units ‘were combined with
several categories of year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and
adjusted to the combined total of the independent estimates for
these categories. Thus, 'the 1874 through 1979 data for
“vacant—seasonal and migratory’ housing units and for “all
year-round housing units’” adhere more closely to the inde-
pendently derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The
1974 through 1979 characteristics for “all occupied units,”
“owner occupied," and “renter occupied” are, however,
comparable with the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction—A housing unit built in Apri
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by “new construc-
tion.” Information was collected on vacant units under
construction at the time of the interview only if construction
had proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing
units built during this period but removed from the housing
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new
construction counts for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained
primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits;

-in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of

inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from
tabulations of the 1970 census sampie records of units built
1960 or later. /

Units lost from the inventory —Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through
other means. Separate counts of ‘demolition or disaster’’ losses
and of "other losses” are shown in part A of this series. The
1974 through 1979 surveys cover all losses, including those in
structures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster— A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole
structure in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In
the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the
data on losses refer to alt housing unit losses, including losses of
units in structures which still contained one or more housing
units. In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in
1970 as “units lost through other means."”

Units lost through other means—Any housing unit which existed
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a
housing unit that was occupied by a famity in 1973 and by a
family and five lodgers at the the time of the 1979 survey.

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire. "I_”_

3. Vacant units iost from the inventory because there is positive
evidence {sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited. ’

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use.

B. Units moved from site since Qctober 1973. Such moves in
the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the
total inventory since they presumably represent units added
in the pléce to which they were moved.

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses .including losses of units in structures which still
contained one or more housing units,
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Unspecified units—There are other components of change in the
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey
provides no specific measures, The survey procedures do not
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net
effect of these omissions on the change in. the total housing
inventory is not known.

Units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit.

Units changed by merger—A merger is the result of
combining two or more housing units into fewer units
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions
or dismantling of kitchen facilities, Change in use may result
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural
alteration, such as wunlocking a door which formerly

separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for

example, when a family occupies both floors of a house
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each
floor.

Units added through other sources—Any housing unit added
to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from
which they were moved. A previbusly vacant mobile home or
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net
addition if currently cccupied as a housing unit.

e

.-

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units, Persons living in group quarters are excluded,

Occupied housing units—A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent—for
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the wunit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification “of race” refers to the race of the head.

of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote

clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter-
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in
three categories: White, Black {Negro}, and other. The last
category includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese,
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures on
tenure are given separately for White and Black household
heads; units with t;ousehold heads of other races are included in
the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total, More
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based on
his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially a
self-classification by people according ta the race with which
they identified themselves.

Spanish origin—The classification *Spanish origin’’ refers to
the origin of the head of the household occupying the housing
unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of Spanish
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self-
identification of a person’s origin or descent. Respondents were
asked to select their origins from a ‘flash card.”” Persons of
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish,

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin househo!ds between
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other
current surveys. |n the 1970 census and current surveys’ reports,
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria:
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and origin
or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970 estimates
of Spanish-orgin households may be significantly overstated in
the South Region and North Central Region, In the 1970 census
some respondents apparently misinterpreted the Spanish-origin
category, ‘‘Central or South American' to mean the central or
southern part of the U.S.

Tenure—A housing unit is “‘owner occupied’’ if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is “‘owner
occupied’ only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other
occupied units are classified as “‘renter occupied,” including
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment
of cash rent,

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are
buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The site is
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not [iving in the
sample housing unit, or the gccupants neither own nor pay cash
rent for the site.
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Cooperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a persan
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units, The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. .

Cocperative or condominium  ownership may apply to
various types of structures including single-family houses,
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings.

Year head moved into unit—The data are based on the
information reported for the head of the household and refer to
the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a
housing unit previousty occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to
establish the year the present occupancy by the head began. The
year the head moves is not necessarily the same vyear other

members of the household move, although in the great majority”

of cases, the entire household moves at the same time.

Vacant housing units—A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, uniess its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or
doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence
{such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports. '

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
"seasonal and migratory’’ or “year-round.”” ““Seasonal’ units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and loggers. “Migratory’’ units are vacant units held for
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during
the crop season. .
"Year-round” vacant housing units are available or intended
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area

which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year
is also considered year-round,

“Year-round’’ vacant units are subdivided as follows:

For sale only—Vacant year-round units “for sale only” also
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project
if the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—\Vacant year-round units “for rent’’ also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—tf any mbney rent has been
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round
vacant unit is classified as “‘rented or sold, not occupied.”

Held off market— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sofd not occupied, is classified as held
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use—This category consists of vacant.

year-round units which are heéld for weekend or other
occasional use throughout the vyear. The intent of this
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible
that some “second homes™ are classified as “*seasonal’’ and
vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
efsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of
vacant units. |If the house in the city were in the survey
sample, it would be reported “occupied” and would be
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants
are only temporarily absent.

QOther vacant—!f a vacant year-round unit does not fall into
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is
classified as “other vacant.”” For exafple.’ this category
includes units held for settlement of an estate, units held for
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for
persanal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are
not presented for “held for occasional use' or ‘"temporarily
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also
included,

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However,
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report
series.

The 1974 through 1979 -counts for ‘'seasonal and
migratory,”" “year-round, rented or sold not occupied,” *'year-
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round, held for occasional use,” and “year-round, other vacant
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974
through 1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey
counts of ‘“vacant vyear-round” and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and
migratory” units separately to independent current estimates.

(See section on “Estimation” in Appendix B--Source and .

Reliability of the Estimates.} In 1973, ‘‘vacant—seasonal and
migratory’ units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies {rented or sold. not occupied; held for
occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the
combined total of the independent estimates for these cate-
gories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for vacant units
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1873
data.

Homeowner vacancy rate—The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate is
the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the
number ‘of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied, The
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but
not occupied., '

Duration of vacancy—The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the length of time (in months} from the date the last
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview.
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units
which have neven been occupied, the duration of vacancy is
counted from the date construction was completed. For
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported .from
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are
excluded from the data.

Housing unit boarded up—5tatistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. “Boarded up’ refers to the
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit struc-
ture or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons—All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident.employees who share the
living quarters of the household head. The data on “persons”

show categories of the number of one-person through seven-or-
more-person households by the number of housing units.

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal
residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms—The statistics on “‘rooms” are for the number of
housing units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted
include whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic ‘or
basement rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed
porches that are suitable for year-round use, and lodger’s rooms.
Also included are rooms used for offices by a person living in
the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of
shelves or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls,
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, akcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit. )

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily
reached.

Persons per room—*Persons per room” is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the
specified ratio of persons per room,

Bedrooms—The number of bedtooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bed-
rooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other
purposes, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living
room with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A
housing unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room
efficiency apartment, is classified by definition as having no
bedroom. '

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as
mobile homes or trailers by ‘this survey are classified as
conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities—A - unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: {1) An installed sink with
piped water, {2) a range or cookstove, and (3} a mechanical
refrigerator, All kitchen facilities must be located in the
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structure. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with
only portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a
range or cookstove. An icebox is'not included as a mechanical
refrigerator. -

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one
housing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons tiving
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit,
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by
definition, for exclusive use.

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen
facilities had been removed, the Kkitchen facilities used by the
last occupént were to be reported,

Year structure built—""Year structure built” refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled,
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence
at the time of the interview, For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer’s mode! year was assumed to be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimate and are,
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, afl units, both occupie'd and vacant, were
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the number
of residential structures. ,

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or
attached. : '

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all four
sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 1-unit
structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending from
ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining structures,
such as in row houses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or
trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, only a
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or trailer.

Elevator in structure—Statistics on ‘“’elevator in structure’ are
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or
more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a “walkup”
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight.

In group of 6 or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and trailers
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a
“group.” This may be a large mobile home park containing
many units or it may be a small number, grouped together on
a single site or adjacent sites.

Interior walls and ceilings—Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or
peeling paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit.
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
to the next rcom or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 3
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or
holes,

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Datd are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to go
through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects. -

Boarded-up buildings on same street—Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located, Buildings are classified as boarded up
if they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of
neglect, have most of their visible windows broken or missing,
or have their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or
some other similar material to prevententry. =

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing_ facilities—The category “‘with all plumbing facilities’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive ''use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
“l.acking some or all plumbing facilities’” migiins that the unit
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities {hot and
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the
use of the occupants of other housing units.«=i1s"

AT W
Complete bathrooms—A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a
complete bathroom.

The category “also used by another household” consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category ‘‘none” consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilities but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply—"A public system or private
company” refers to a common source supplying running water
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to six or more housing units. The water may-be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it
is classified as an “individual well.” Water sources such as
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in
the “other’’ category.

Sewage disposal—A “public\sewer” is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. it may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A “‘septic tank or cesspool” is an underground
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is
disposed of in some other way are included in the “‘other”
category.

Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available—A housing unit is classified as having a
tetephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls, The telephone may be located outside or
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a
teléphone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of
telephones installed in homes,

Heating equipment—"Warm-air furnace’” refers to a central
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to
various rooms. A “heat pump” refers to an electric all-in-one
heating-cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils,
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category.
“Steam or hot water” refers to a central heating system in
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through
radiators or other outlets, “Built-in electric units” are
permanently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A
“floor, wall, or pipeless furnace’ delivers warm air to the room
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides
of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

“Room heaters with flue” include circulating heaters,
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. “Roam
heaters without flue” include any roem heater {not portable)
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney, “Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters’
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall
outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported. ’

Air conditioning—Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers,
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refregeration unit.
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more
than one room. A central system is a central installation which
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building,
a central system may cool all apartments in the building; each
apartment may have its own central system; or there may be
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room
controls is a central air-conditioning system.

House heating fuel—'‘Utility gas” is gas piped through under-
ground pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood.
“Bottled, tank, or LP gas” is stored in tanks which are refilled
or exchanged when empty. “Kerosene, ete.” includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. “Other fuel”
includes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made of
pitch and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam,

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property {house and lot} would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property. Qwner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from -
the value tabulations.

Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money
income of the family or primary individual. The data are
presented for the same owner-gccupied units for which “value”
was tabulated (see ““Value' for exclusions). The ratio was
computed separately for each unit and was rounded to the
nearest tenth, In reporting value, respondents were asked to
select an appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value
intervals were used in the computation of the value-income
ratio, except that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less
than $5,000 and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of
$300,000 or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used,
Units occupied by families or primary individuals who reported
no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘‘not computed.”

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 menths prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is the
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no com-
mercial establishment or medical or dental office on the

property.
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- Garage or carport on property—The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn
equipment or furniture, 1t may be attached to the house or it
may be completely unattached, but it must be on the property.
Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason
cannot be used for parking.

Mortgage—The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial estabtish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. in the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller {vendor} reserves, in the deed to the
buyer, a lien on the property 1o secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the seller' until the
agreed upon pay ments have been made by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category ‘‘units with no mortgage.” Also included in this
category are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage
but pays a “ground rent”; that is, the occupant owns the unit
but leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Installment lozn or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres.
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made
towards their purchase comprise the category, “with installment
loan or contract.”

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dellar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender.

Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
cccupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. ’Real estate taxes
last year” refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When
. 1

the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate -
amount for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property (house and lot} are presented. Housing
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from. the
computation of the mean.

Property insurance—This refers to fire and hazard insurance;
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners’ policies are also included since this type of
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of
the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of
“Selected monthly housing costs” and ‘‘Selected monthly
housing costs as percentage of income.” The data are
presented separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on
less than 10 acres with no commercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing coits—The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and traiters on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage
or, for mobile homes and traiters, by whether or not there is an
instaliment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or
installment loan or contract, real estate taxes lincluding taxes
on mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property

" insurance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal},

fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash
collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to
report the amount of their payment and/or those househoids
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the
“not reported’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also
included in the “not reported” category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied
by 12} are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for
the same owner-occupied units for which “selected monthly
housing costs” were tabulated (for exclusions, see ‘‘Selected
monthly housing costs”). The percentage was computed
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of
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a percent. For income and “selected monthly housing costs,’
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss
comprise the category “not computed.”

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were
included in the ““not reported’’ category.

Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres, The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The “not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.qg., if the Lgnit was acquired as a gift.

Year mobile home acquired—-This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. *'Year
acquired” is the calendar year that the current owner took
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. “Acquired”’ includes
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure,

Mobile home acquired new—The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “Acquired
new’ means that no other person or family lived in the mobile
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10
acres or more, Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment
of cash rent are shown separately as “no cash rent’ in the rent
tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed "gross rent,’” is the
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of
utilities (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene,
wood, etc.} if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for
by someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in
addition-to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process.
The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or
more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as “no cash rent”’ in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public

housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross. rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a
percentage of the total income of the family or primary
individual. The percentage is presented for the same renter-
occupied units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the
statistics on gross rent as percentage of income reflect the
exclusion of certain renter-occupied housing units. The
percentage is computed separately for each unit and is rounded
to the nearest whole number. For gross rent and income, the
doliar amounts are used in the computation. Units for which no
cash-rent is paid and units occupied by families or primar\f
individuals who report no income or 2 net loss comprise the
category “‘not computed.’’

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the-interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969,

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
This item is computed in the same manner as “gross rent as
percentage of income” except that rents and incomes for public
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on non-
subsidized units in this report are not based on government or
local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a
respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

inclusion in rent {garbage and trash collection and furniture)—

" Counts are shown separately for units in which;garbage and

trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The data
are restricted to renter-occupied units for which. cash rent is
paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage and trash collection—Included are units which have
garbage and trash collection service available in connection
with the building. The service may be public or private and
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If the
garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and the
trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer 1o the
garbage collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C
separate counts are also shown for renter-occupied units
reporting additional amounts paid for garbage and trash
collection service. '

Furniture—The statistics refer to furnished apartments or
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and
chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture.
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from
some source other than the management are not classified as
furnished.
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Rent asked—For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for wvacant, year-round housing units for rent,
excluding 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more, The median rent
- asked is shown separately for units in which the rent includes
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.}). Median rent asked is also shown for
units in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels,
as well as garbage and trash collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is
classified as being in a “"public housing project” if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing
authority or other public agency, such as a housing and
redevelopment authority or a-housing development agency, and
operated as public housing. These arganizations may receive

" subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local
agency owns the property. All other housing units are classified
as “private housing.”

Private housing units are further classified by whether the
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating
expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment {HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-
income famities, (2} the rent supplement program where part of
the rent for low-income families occupying certain types of
rental housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan
program of HUD for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

Household Characteristics

Household—A household consists of alt the persons who occupy
a housing unit, By definition, the count of households is the
same as the count of occupied housing units.

Head of household—0One person in each household is designated
as the “‘head”; that is, the person who is regarded as the head by
the members of the household. However, if a married waman
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband was
considered the head for the purpase of simplifying the
tabulations.

Household composition by age of head—Statistics by age of
héad dre presénted separately for two-or-more-person house-
holds and for one-person households. Households having two or
more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives—Each household in
this group consists of the head and his wife, and other
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him,

Other male head—This category includes households with
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because of
separation or other reason where husband and wife main-
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed,
divorced, or single. Also included are households with male
head, wife present and nonrelatives living with them.

Female head—This group comprises households with female
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female

_heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the
Armed Forces living on military installations.

Households consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male head and female head under the category
"one-person households.”

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
gither “families” or “primary individuals.” The term "family"”
refers to the head of a household and all {one or more} other
persons living in the same household who are related to the head
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a “primary
individual .”

Married couples related to the head of a family are included
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is
considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household composition, families are
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or-
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives
living with them are tabulated as ‘‘other male head’" or *’female
head.” Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as
“one-person households.”’

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or ‘one parent with one or more own single {never
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including the head of the household or his
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's
parents. \

Age of head—The age classification refers to the age reported for
the head of the household as of that person’s tast birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the head,
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and over.

Own chjldren—5tatistics on presence of “‘own” children of
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18
years old is defined as an “own’’ child if he or she is a single
(never married) scn, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a
household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from
the total count of own children.
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Other relative of head—This category includes all persons related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or child
of head and members of subfamilies.

Nonrelative—A nonrelative of the head is any person in the
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage, or
adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

Years of school completed by head—The statistics refer to the
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are
currently enrolled. *’Regular’” school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is,
“regular schooling” is formal education which may advance a
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or coflege,
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular
school system. Household heads whose highest grade completed
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade {or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as “‘regular
schooling””: Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools,
and noncredit adult education classes.

income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 ‘months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc.

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit;
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in
the unit but not related to the head of the household are not
included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any timé during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses)

received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed. '

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits;
disability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of
retirement, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments made by
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income
received from sources such as periodic payments.from estates
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss)
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders;
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which
include cash receipts received from public assistance programs,
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent -
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen’s
compensation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to
survivors of deceased veterans; public or private pensions;
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony
or child support from persons who are not members of the
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and
fellowships. :

Receipts from the following sources were not included as
income: Value of income ''in kind,”’ such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on ‘“‘uncashed” savings bonds;
exchange of money between relatives living in the same
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, in-
heritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income data
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970,
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members of
the family during all or part of the income period if these
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the
interview. On the other hand, family income includes amounts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the- income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
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Census’ surveys and censuses, For example, the time period
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the
12 months prior to the interview while other income data
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the
interview. Additional differences in the income data may be

attributed to the various ways income questions are asked,
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and cen-
suses, survey procedures and techniques, and processing pro-
cedures.
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing comprises all housing
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
maore outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns {except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities: {b} unincorporated ptaces of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units
not classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears
in the 1970 Population Census PC(1)-A reports. .

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence—In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres
from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the inter-
view, Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet
the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Counties—The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par-
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia} contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s} used in the
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.5. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA’s were
added, of which 2 were defined in Janwary 1968, and an
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries,
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this
series of reports. SMSA’s are defined by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties
which contains at least one c¢ity of 50,000 inhabitants or more,

or “‘twin cities” with a2 combined population of at least 50,000.
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA’s con-
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de-
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau
of the Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph.

In this report, figures for “in central cities” refer to all
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen-
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of
the city classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey inter-
viewers were instructed to read the questions directly from the
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve
praoblem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in
understanding the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing
Surveys—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the
1973 through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However,
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979
reports. In the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit
was counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which
the unit was located was lost from the inveniory. In addition,
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is
the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished
tabulations.

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject later in the section, Because of the relatjvely
small sample size, particular care shouid be taken in making year
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B}.

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of
the “‘recent mover” classification (see parts D and E of this
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, '‘recent movers'' are
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households that moved into their unit during the 12 months
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970
Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In
Volume Il, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest
time period for “year moved into unit,” is ‘1969 to March
1970 (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1870 (approximately
2 years); and in Volume VI, No. 5, Mover Households, the time
-peried is April 1965 to March 1970 {approximately 5 vears).

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1979
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro-
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sam-
pling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated
with the sampie data from the census; the nonsampling errors
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Companents of Inventory
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {or
disaster), and other losses {some other means). The 1979 data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the “year structure built” item; i.e., housing
units ‘built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new
construction,”’ _

Data as of 1971 for “mortgage statué, real estate taxes
last year,”" and ‘‘selected monthly housing costs,”” are presented
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance.
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties,
and owners.

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V,
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was veri-
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real estate
taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In

XY

volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1970 Census of Population data—In the
1970 census, data for “years of school completed” were based
on responses to two questions—the highest grade or year of
regular school each household member attended, and whether
or not that grade or year was compieted. In the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey, data for “years of school completed” were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore,
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may
have reported the grade or year the head was currently enrotled
in or had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year
was completed.

Comparability with other current reports—This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and thé Current Construction Reports, published by
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences,
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropalitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 units
{interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and
vacant housing units}, is conducted monthly by the Bureau of
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampting
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing
procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Popu!ai‘ion
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title Current
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report
are essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major
difference in the concept of “mover.” In parts D and E, house-
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as '‘recent movers.”” In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as
‘movers,”’

There also may be significant differences in the data on
income and years of school completed. The time period covering
income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also
significant differences in the way income questions are asked.
For “years of school completed by head,’” the differences cited
in the section, “Comparability with 1970 Census of Population
data,” also apply to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed
to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling
etrors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the desig-
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data
were collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233.

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two.
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, colfected in
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly
used by any member of the household, including nonrelatives.
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as
estirnation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling
errors.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs—The Census
Bureau issues several publications under the general title,
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of
Residential Alterations and Repairs.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States.
The reports from the survey contain current data on housing
starts and completions, construction authorized by building
permits, housing units authorized for demotition in permit-
issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale, character-
istics of new housing, and value of new construction put in
place. The concepts and definitions used in this report differ
from some of those used in the Survey of Construction. The

major difference is that the Survey of Construction shows
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of
construction through completion. The Annual Housing Survey
shows counts and characteristics of the existing housing
inventory. Additional differences between the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri-
buted to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures. ]

The Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi-
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property.
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera-
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series
Ch0, Residential Alterations and Repairs.

Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
rasidential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house,
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer).
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non-
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch-
man lives}, as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old
railroad cars. ‘

Housing units—A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for cccupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in
which the occupants do not tive and eat with any other persons
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by
the general public or {2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more famities living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons
who share living arrangements {except as described in the
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen® facilities
for exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever
possible. |f the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars,
and the like, are included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters—Group quarters are living arrangements for
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group guarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge,
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the housing
characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.—Mobile
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con-
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used
only for vacations. ’

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu-
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi-
fied as housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and
similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations
are occupied by permanent residents,

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live -

and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge,
they are classified as group guarters, In a dormitory, residence
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group
quarters.

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other
living quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units—Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant
units intended for seasonal ccoupancy and vacant units held
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units. ]

The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for
“all year-round housing units’’ may not be comparable to the
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro-
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of “vacant year-round”
and "vacant—seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to inde-
pendent current estimates. {See section on “Estimation” in
Appendix B—Source and Reliability of the Estimates.} In 1973,
“yacant—seasonal and migratory" units were combined with
several categories of year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted
to the combined total of the independent estimates for these

categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for ‘‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory”™ housing units and for “‘all year-round
housing units’”” adhere more closely to the independently derived
current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through
1979 characteristics for “all occupied units,”” owner occupied,”
and ‘‘renter occupied” are, however, comparable with the
corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing inventory

Units added by new construction—A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by “new construction.”
Information was collected on vacant units under construction
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded
to a point that all exterior windows and doors were installed
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during
this period but removed from the housing inventory before the
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey,
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a
sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory
Change, new construction data were obtained from tabulations
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or |ater.

Units lost from the inventory—Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through
other means. Separate counts of ‘“‘demolition or disaster”
losses and of “other losses’” are shown in part A of this series.
The 1974 through 1979 surveys cover all losses, including those
in structures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster—A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the
owner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing
unit was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the
inventory. In the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change, the data on losses refer to all housing unit losses,
including losses of units in structures which still contained one
or more housing units. In addition, units lost through disaster
were counted in 1970 as “units lost through other means.”

Units lost through other means—Any housing unit which existed .
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing
unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey.
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~ 2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and
either the roof, wafls, doors, or windows no longer protect
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.
3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited.

. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use.

5. Units moved from site since October 1973, Such moves in
the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the
total inventory since they presumably represent units added
in the place to which they were moved.

F-9

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still
contained one or more housing units.

Unspecified units—There are other components or change in
the housing inventory for which the Annua! Housing Survey
provides nd specific measures. The survey procedures do not
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing
inventory is not known,

Units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the crea-
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as adding a room or installing parti-
tions to form another housing unjt. Change in use is a simple
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera-
tion, such as locking a door which closes off one or more
rcoms to form a separate housing unit.

Units changed by merger—A merger is the result of com-
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dis-
mantling of Kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration,
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two
housing units. A change in use also occurs, for example,
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly
contained a separate housing unit on each floor.

Units added through other sources—Any housing unit added
to the inventory through sources other than new construction
or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage,
or barn. Also included are- units moved from one site to
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inveniory

since they presumably represent units lost in the place from
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit,

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units—A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of
the interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-
for example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirely by persons with a usuai place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of

. occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification by race refers to the race of the head
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter-
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in
three categories: White, Black {Negro}, and other. The last cate-
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese,
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household
heads; units with household heads of other races are included
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially
a self-classification by people according to the race with which
they identified themselves. ‘

Spanish origin—The classification by Spanish origin here refers
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the
housing unit, Detailed characteristics of units with head of
Spanish origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin
was determined on the basis of a question that asked for se!f-
identification of a person’s origin or descent. Respondents
were asked to select their origins from a “‘flash card.” Persons
of Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 census and other
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys’ reports,
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria:
Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, surname, and
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970
estimates of Spanish-origin househoids may be significantly
overstated in the South Region and North Central Region.
In the 1970 census some respondents apparently misinterpreted
the Spanish-origin category, “Central or South American”
to mean the central or southern part of the U.S.
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Tenure—A housing unit is “‘owner occupied” if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is ‘owner occupied”
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied
units are classified as “renter occupied,” including units rented
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent,

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mabile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in

the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay

cash rent for the site.

Previous occupancy —The classification of previous occupancy is
divided into two categories, “previously occupied” and “‘not
previously occupied.” “Previously occupied” indicates that some
person or persons not rejated to the head by biood, marriage,
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head’s
or other related household member’s occupancy. “Not previously
occupied’’ indicates that either the head or some other cur-
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit.

Cooperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share-
holder in the corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in-a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the deed and very fikely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
haliways, entrances, elevators, etc.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc,, as well as apartment buildings.

Duration of oceupancy—Data on “duration of occupancy” are
based on information for the head of household; the data refer
to the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are
shown on whether the head lived in the housing unit “less
than 3 months” or “3 months or longer.” A head who “lived
here Iast winter,”” must have moved into the unit prior to
the previous February.

Year head moved into unit.—The data are based on the
information reported for the head of the household and refer
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a
housing unit previocusly occupied, the year of the latest move

was to be re'ported ; if the head moved from one apartment to

another in the same building, the year the head moved into the
present housing unit was 10 be reported, The intent is to establish

the year the present occupancy by the head began. The year the
head moves is not necessarily the same year other members of
the household move, although in the great majority of cases the
entire household moves at the same time.

Recent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed “recent movers.” The household is classified
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported
for the head of the household.

Present and previcus units of recent movers—The ‘‘present”
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house-
hold head at the time of the interview, The “previous” unit is
the unit from which the head moved. If the household head
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date
of the interview, the “‘previous” unit is the one from which the
household head last moved.

Same or different head—Characteristics of the present and
previous units occupied by recent movers are largely restricted
to householids that were essentially the same in the two housing
units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous
unit are generally the same as those for the present unit.

A household for which the head in the present unit is the
same person as the head in the previous unit (identified in
the tables as “same head”} is considered essentially the same
even though there may have been some changes in the composi-
tion of the household. Conversely, a household in which there
was no change except for a new household head was considered
a household with “different head.”

Data for household heads whose previous residence was out-
side the United States are tabulated in the category “‘different
head.”

Main reason for move from previous residence—The statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present head of household was also the
head at the previously occupied unit. The classification cate-
gories refer to the principal reason the head of the household
moved into the present unit. The category “‘job related reasons’’
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take
a new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement,
commuting reasons, school attendance, and other job related
reasons.

The category "fafrmiiy status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed,
to be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons,

The category “housing needs” refers to reasons such as
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over-
¢rowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor-
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high-
way -construction, or other public activity, displaced by private
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action,v wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster.

The category “other reasons’ includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications.

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood—
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present head of household was
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house-
hold moved into the present unit. The category “job refated
reasons’’ refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons,
school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category “‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category “housing needs” refers to reasons such as neigh-
borhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of neigh-
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more expensive
place or better investment, residence with more conveniencies,
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs.

The category “other reasons’ includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not falt-into any of the above classifications.

Home ownership—Data are shown for household heads who,
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into

the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-

occupied units and show the number of previously owned units
which the head occupied as his/her usual place of residence.
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation
homes purchased for rentaf or commercial purposes.

Owner or manager on property—These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent
living on the property. The category “with owner on property’
refers to the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or
superintendent. “With resident manager or superintendent on
property’’ refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor,
or other representative of the owner.

Vacant housing units—A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. in addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere,

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evi-
dence {such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is

to be demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters
'being used entirely for nonresidential purposes: such as a store
or an office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are. classified as either
“seasonal and migratory’’ or “’year-round.”” ““Seasonal’’ units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and loggers. “Migratory’ units are vacant units held for
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during
the crop season, ' '

“Year-round’’ vacant housing units are available or intended
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year
'is also considered year-round.

““Year-round” vacant units are subdivided as follows:

For sale only—Vacant year-round units “for sale only”
also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium
project if the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units “for rent’”” also include
vacant units offered either for rent of for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied--If any money rent has been
paid or agreed upen but the new renter has not moved in as
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round
vacant unit is classified as ‘‘rented or sold, not occupied.”

Held off market—A housing unit which is neither for sale,
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as
held off market. Included are units held for occasional use,
units temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
eisewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occassional use—This category consists of vacant
year-round units which are held for weekend or other
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible
that some “second homes” are classified as “‘seasonal’”
and vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual resi-
dence efsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant
provided the usual place of residence is held for the house-
held and is not offered for rent or for sale. For example,
a beach cottage occupied at the time of the interview by
a family who has a usual place of residence in the city is
included in the count of vacant units. If the house in the
city were in the survey sample, it would be reported
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“occupied’’ and would be included in the count of cccu-
pied units since the occupants are only temporarily
absent.

Other vacant—If a vacant year-round unit does not fall
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution,
it is classified as “other vacant,” For example, this cate-
gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units
held for personal reasons of the owner. |f separate distri-
butions are not presented for “held for occasional use”
or “temporarily occupied by URE" housing units, these
categories are also included.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However,
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report
series.

The 1974 through 1979 counts for “’seasonal and migratory,”
“year-round, rented or sold not occupied,” ‘'year-round, held
for occasional use,” and “year-round, other vacant” may not
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973
reports, _because a more detailed estimation procedure was
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey counts of
vacant year-round” and ’‘vacant—seasonal and migratory”’
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section
on “Estimation” in Appendix B—Source and Reliability of
the Estimates.} In 1973, “vacant—seasonal and migratory™
units were combined with several categories of year-round
vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied: held for occasional
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate—The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—T he 1979 rentat vacancy rate is the number
of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the total
rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occﬁpied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied. .

Duration of vacancy—The statistics on duration of vacancy
refer to the length of time (in months) from the date the
last occupants moved from the unit to the dateof the inter-
view. The data, therefore,‘ do not provide a direct measure of
. the total iength of time units remain ‘vacanf. For newly con-
structed units which have never been occupied, the duration of

vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed.
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units
occupied entirely by persons with usual place of residence
elsewhere are excluded from the data.

Housing unit boarded up—Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. “‘Boarded up” refers to the
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A T-unit
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons—All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the household head. The data on ‘‘persons”
show categories of the number of one-person through seven-
or-more-person households by the number of housing units.

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the piace where the person lives and
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as
a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms—The statistics on “rooms” are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms,
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that
are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partitibn consists only of
shelves or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls,
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily
reached. ‘

)
Persons per room—'‘Persons per room” is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the
specified ratio of Persons per room.

:Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes, Rooms reserved for sleeping such as guest rooms,
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On
the other hand, rooms used mainty for other purposes, even
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit
consisting of only one room, such as a one-rcom efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom, The bathroom access criterion is applied only to
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush a toilet.

Structurat Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities—A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: {1} An installed sink with
piped water, {2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be tocated in the structure.
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or
cookstove. An icebox isnotincluded as a mechanical refrigerator.
The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used on!y by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use. )
For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili-
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last
occupant were to be reported. .

Basement—Statistics on basements are based on the number of
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building.

Year structure built—"Year structure built” refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled,
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers,
the manufacturer’s modél year was assumed to be the year
built. Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimate and are
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—|n determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building that either has open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or
attached.

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex-
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin-
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc,

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate cate-

gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. |f, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a
mobile home or trailer, '
Elevator in structure—Statistics on “elevator in structure’ are
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a “walkup”
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight.

Insulation—Statistics on insulation are presented separately by
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or roof
insulation} and by whether any of six categories of insulation
{storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall
insulation, caulking ar weather stripping, and other insulation)
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied 1-unit
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers.

Storm windows ar other protective window covering—This
- category refers to protective window covering, such as storm
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic.
' Housing units with ““some windows covered” have pro-
tective coverings over some, but not all windows!

Storm doors—This category refers to additional doors hung
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not
included. Housing units with ‘some doors covered’’ have
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings.

Attic or roof insulation—This category includes roll or blanket
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic
floor joists.

Wall insulation—This category refers to any type of fiber,
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during
the 12 months prior to the time of interview.

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows—
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12
months prior to the time of interview. “Caulking”.refers to
" a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer.

'
© M,
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‘“Weather stripping” refers to the application of a thin
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or
window sash, the jamb, and casing or s:II which seals tight
against air passage. !

Other insulation—This item refers to any type of home insula-
tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula-
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater,-or the insulating
of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are only
available when the “other insulation’’ was added in the
12 months prior 1o the time of interview.

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months—This item
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the
types of insulation added or installed, see “insulation.”
Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months—
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of
interview. These cost figurés include any charges paid for
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see
“insulation.” o

in group of 6 or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and traiiers
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a
“group.” This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a‘single
site or adjacent sites. . .

Roof-—Housing units “‘with signs of water leakage'’ are those in
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. 'No’signs of water
teakage’’ means that the roof shows no signs of water having
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected.
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as
having no signs of water |leakage.

Interior walls and ceilings—Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a houslng unit,
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caiised by
nails or other similar objects are not consndered to be open
cracks or holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the b'roken"ip‘laster or'peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.” * }

tnterior floors—Data are shown on whether 'there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do'not have
to -go through the floor. Exc¢luded are very small holes caused
by nails or other similar objects. O

Boarded-up buildings on same street—Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer’s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located, Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they, are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect,
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Overall opinion of structure—The data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of his house or building as a
place to live. The respondent was asked 1o rate the structure
as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways—The statistics on common stairways are pre-
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “loose steps” and “loose
railings” reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e.,
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings,
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general

. public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to

the outside of the building.

Light fixtures in public halls—The statistics on light fixtures in
public halls, are presented for housing units in structures of two
or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and
whether the |ight fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures

*include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the pubiic

halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of
more than one unit or by the general public.

Electric wiring—A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-
side the walls but enciosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed
wiring.

- Electric wall outlets—A housing unit is classified as having

electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working

- electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A
- working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is

in. operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If 2 room
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric
wall outlet.

Electric fuse blowouts—These statistics are for occupied housing
units which have had .an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview, The
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the

Lipresent address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter-
“'view.: A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the
“+temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the

breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or
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equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted
as ""fuse or switch blowouts.”

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing fagcilities—The category “‘with all plumbing facilities’”
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the excilusive use of the occupants
of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be located in
the structure but they need not be in the same room. “"Lacking
some or all plumbing facilities’ means that the unit does not
have all three specified plumbing facilities {hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units,

Complete bathrooms—A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities
for a compiete bathroom. ‘

The category "also used by another household' consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category “none’’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilities but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply—"'A public system or private
company’’ refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it
is classified as an “individual well.”” Water sources such as springs,
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the
"other” category.

Sewage disposal—A ‘“‘public sewer” is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A “septic tank or cesspool” is an underground
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an “outhouse’’ or other small shelter outside the unit which
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some
other way are included in the “‘other” category.

Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available—A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or

inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu-
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of
telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment—'Warm-air furnace’” refers to a central
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to various
rooms. A “heat pump’ refers to an electric all-in-one heating:
cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the winter
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category.
“Steam or hot water” refers to a central heating system in which
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or
other outlets. “Built-in electric units” are permanently installed
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A “floor, wali, or pipe-
less furnace’ delivers warm air to the room right above the
furnace or to the roomis) on one or both sides of the wall in
which the furnace is installed.

““Room heaters with flue’” include circulating heaters, con-
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportabie heaters that
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. “Room
heaters without flue’’ include any room heater (not portable)
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney. “Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters’
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical
wall outlet. ‘|

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported,

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for units occupied by the household head during the
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last winter,” the household head must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1979.

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be
used for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order,
or downed power lines. ‘

Thermostat controlled heating equipment—A thermostat is an
electronic device which automatically regulates the heating
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther-
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the
occupants. A “clock operated” thermostat is capable of auto-
matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times.
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat
regardless of whether or not it is used.

Thermostats which are not clock operated are further classi-
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is main-
tained. Occasional changing of the thermostat refers 1o 3 or
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers
to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the
household leaves the housing unit temporarily for vacations,
etc., are included in the “constant temperature setting main-
tained’’ category.

Age of heating equipment—The age of the heating equipment of
a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the
housing unit, If the various components of the heating equipment
are of different ages the age of the major component is presented.
Housing units whose major source of heat is room heaters with
or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters
are excluded.

Maintenance or modification of heating equipment during last
12 months—This item refers to maintenance or modification of
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the
- heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace-
ment of worn parts, ete. Modifications are changes to the
heating equipment such as the installation of dampers, the
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to
change the type of fuel used, etc. Housing units where major
source of heat in room heaters with or without a flue or vent,
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded,

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment—A maintenance
contract refers to a written agreement between the owner and
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source
of heat is room heaters with or without a filue or vent, fireplaces,
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12
months—This item refers to any supplementary heating equip-
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces,
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source
are excluded from this item.

Supplemental solar water heating equipmeni—This item refers
to the use of energy availabie from sunlight to heat water supple-
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and
the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat.

Insufficient heat—The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the household head occupied the unit duﬁng the winter
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived
here ‘last winter,’”” the household head must have moved into
the unit prior to February 1979,

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term “‘speci-
fied heating equipment” includes warm-air furnace; steam or
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with *‘speci-
fied heating equipment’” which had to use additional sources of
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, aor portable heaters, may have
been used only in the marnings or on very cold evenings. Electric
blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are not considered
additional sources of heat.

"“Rooms lacking specified heat source” include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was 1o identify rooms in housing units with ‘‘speci-
fied heating equipment” which did not contain the means of
conveying the heat 10 the room. The kitchen was not considered
to be a room for this item.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants
of the unit,

Air conditioning—Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers,
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit,
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more
than one room, A central system is a central installation which
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building,
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room
controls is a central air-conditioning system.

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking—
“Utility gas” is gas which is piped through underground pipes
from a central system and serves a neighborhood. "'Bottled, tank,
or LP gas” is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. “Fuel oil” is
heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use
by the heating system. "“Kerosene, etc.” includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids.
“Electricity’" is generally supplied by means of above or under-
ground electric power lines. “Coal or coke' refers to coal or
any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. “Wood"
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel,
"Solar heat” refers to the use of energy available from sunlight
as a heating fuel source,

The statistics for water heating fuel are {imited to households
reporting the presence of hot piped water.

S_ervices and Neighborhood Conditions

Exterminator service—The statistics on exterminator service
refer to households that have been at their present address
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for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
their presence inside the house or building during the fast 3
months. Signs of mice and rats ortraces of their presence include
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers.
“Regutar extermination service' refers to periodic visits by a
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays
to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service interval
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such
interval. “lrregular extermination service’’ includes visits by an
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house-
hold or building manager, or where it is known that a building
is serviced but it is not known whether the service js regular or
irregular. “No extermination service’’ includes units in a house
or building that has not been serviced during the 12 months
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any
exterminator service.

Overal! opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as
excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he lives. Thus,
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh-
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are inade-
quate while his neighbor may not. ’

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move—Data on neighborhood conditions are based
on the respondent’s answers to a three-part question con-
cerning specific neighborhood conditions, The respond-
ent was asked (1) if the condition was present, (2) if the
condition was bothersome and, (3} if the condition was
so objectionable that he would like to move from the
neighborhood.

1. Street noise—Street noise refers to noise made by
children playing outdoors, noise from a factory or busi-
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers
street noise.

2. Streets need repair—The data are based on the respond-
ent’s opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open
ditches used for water or sewage drainage.

3. Neighborhood crime—This category refers to all forms
of street and neighborhood crime such as petty theft,
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or any related
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime.

4, Trash, litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or
junk such as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street,
on empty lots, or on properties on the street which the
respondent considers as litter,

5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings—This category
refers to both single and multiunit buildings which the
respondent reported to be abandoned or boarded up.
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to com-
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both
large and small industries as well as businesses and stores,
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors—This category refers to the respondent’s opinion
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services—Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions
concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were
covered by a two-part guestion in which the respondent was
asked {1) if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory,
and (2) if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would
like to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection—This category refers to the respond-
ent’s opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and
response time of services that should be provided by the
police,

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds,
or swimming pools—This category refers to the respond-
ent’s assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation
facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—-This category refers to
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving
the local community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was also asked to respond to a three-part
question on public transportation; (1) if service is avail-
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, {3) if any member
of the household used the service at least once a week.

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and
whether or not these stores are |ocated within 1 mile of
the neighborhiood,

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household
attend public elementary school or private elementary
school, {2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile
of the neighborhood.

Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are
based on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood
according to conditions and neighborhood services available
{described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was
asked to rate the neighborhor ! as excellent, good, fair, or
poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property {house and lot} would sell for if it were for sale. The
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statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from
“the value tabulations.

Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pre-
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which “value”
was tabulated (see “Value” for exclusions}. The ratio was com-
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units
occupied by families or primary individuals who reported no
income or a net loss comprise the category “not computed.’”

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover
the calendar year 1969.

Sale price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold.
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property—The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. [t may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be
used for parking.

Mortgage—The data are restricted to owner-occupied, T-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on_the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers 1o all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property
until the debt is paid, In the vendor lien arrangement, the title
is kept by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the
balance of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase

agreements where the title to the property remains with the
seller until the agreed upon payments have been made by the
buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this cate-
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but
pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Major source of downpayment—This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur-
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savings,
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on
which structure was built, and other sources.

installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres.
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made
towards their purchase comprise the category, “with instaliment
loan or contract.”

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property, The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data
even if they are included in the regular payment to the lender.

Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. “Real estate taxes
last year’ refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate
amount for the taxes is obtained,

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu-
tation of the mean.

Property insurance—This refers to fire and hazard insurance;
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion,
etc. Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments,
4 separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more instalf-




App-16

APPENDIX A—Continued

ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of
“Selected monthly housing costs” and ‘‘Selected monthly
housing costs as percentage of income.” The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented sepa-
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres having no commercial estabtishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri-
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or,
for mobhile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or instail-
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes {including taxes on
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property in-
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal),
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash
collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to
report the amount of their payment and/or those households
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the
“not reported” category. Likewise, for mobile homes and
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract
but did not report their {oan payment and/or their taxes are
also included in the “not reported” category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multi-
plied by 12} are expressed as a percentage of the total income of
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented
for the same owner-occupied units for which ‘’selected monthly
housing costs’” were tabulated {for exclusions, see ‘‘Setected
monthly housing costs™]. The percentage was computed sepa-
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of
a percent. For income and '“selected monthly housing costs™
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com-
prise the category ““not computed.”

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were
included in the “‘not reported’’ category.

Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 agres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer
at the time of purchase including the downpayment butexcluding
site costs or closing costs. The “‘not purchased” category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a
gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. ““Year
acquired” is the calendar year that the current owner took
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. “Acquired”” includes
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new—The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. ‘‘Acquired
new’’ means that no other person or family lived in the mobile
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to,
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without
payment of cash rent are shown separately as ‘‘no cash rent”
in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed ‘‘gross rent,” is the
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
{electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.)
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or con-
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis but
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation
process.

The statistics on rent exctude 1-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment
of cash rent are shown separately as “no cash rent” in the rent
tabulations. ‘

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records: the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross .rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expresséd as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of
certain renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is com-
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dotiar amounts
are used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who
report no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘‘not
computed.”

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics
cover the calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
This “item is computed in the same manner as ‘‘gross rent as
percentage of income’ except that rents and incomes for
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern-
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent {garbage and trash collection and furniture)—
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more,

Garbage and trash collection—included are units which have
garbage and trash collection service available in connection
with the building. The service may be public or private and
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If
the garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and
the trash {paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the
garbage collection service.

Furniture—~The statistics refer to furnished apartments or
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture.
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from
source other than the management are not classified as
furnished.

Rent asked—For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment
for utilities {efectricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal,
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is aiso shown for units
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as
well as garbage and trash collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is classi-
fied as being-in a “public housing project” if the. structure
in which the unit is located is owned by alocal housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
 authority or a housing development agency, and operated as

_ public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from

the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as ‘‘private
housing.” .

Private housing units are further classified by whether the
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera-
ting expenses. These programs include {1} the interest subsidy
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development
{HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income
famities, (2} the rent supplement program where part of the rent
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3} the direct loan program
of HUD for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with-
out payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the ’
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non-
subsidized housing.

Household Characteristics

Household--A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the
same as the count of occupied housing units,

Head of household—One person in each household is designated
as the “head”; that is, the person who is regarded as the head
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations.

Household composition by age of head, or type of household—
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or-
more-person households and for one-person households. House-
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as
follows:

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives—-Each household
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part B,
the category ‘‘husband-wife” consists of the head and his
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not
they are related to the head.

Other male head—This category includes households with
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because
of separation or other reason wnere husband and wife main-
tain separate residences; and maie heads who are widowed,
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category
includes households with male head, wife present and non-
relatives living with them. In part B, all “male head, wife
present” households are included in the "husband-wife”
category. ’

Female head—This group comprises households with female
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are
living away from their families; for exampie, husbands in the
Armed Forces living on military instatlations.

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately

for male head and female head under the category ° one person )

households.”

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either “‘families” or “primary individuals.” The term ‘‘family”
refers to the head of a household and ali {one or more) other
-- persons living in the same household who are reiated to the head
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a “primary
individual.”’

Married couples related to the head of a family are included_ _

in the family and are not considered as separate families. A
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con-
sidered a member of the household but not of the family.
. in the statistics on household composition, famities are
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or-
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives
living with them are tabulated as “other male head’’ or “‘female
head.”” Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as
“one-person households.”

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never
martied} children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including the head of the household or his
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's
' parents.

Age of head—The age classification refers to the age reported for
the head of the household as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the head,
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and
over.

Own children—Statistics on presence of “‘own” children of
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18
years old is defined as an ‘‘own’ child if he or she is a single
{never married} son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child
of a househotd head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded
from the total count of own children.

Other relative of head—This category includes all persons related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or
child of head and members of subfamilies.

Nonrelative—A nonrelative of the head is any person in the
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

Years of school completed by head—The statistics refer to the
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur-
rently enrotled. “’Regular” school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school,
and whether- attendance was full or part time. That is, “'regular
schooling’” is’ formal education which may advance a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer-
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoringin other
than regular schoois is counted only if the credits obtained are
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system.
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report
the approximate equivalent grade {or years) in the regular United
States school system. They were not reported as having completed
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade
attended. Education received in the foilowing types of schools
is not counted as “‘regular schooling.”” Vocational schools, trade
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult education classes.

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work—
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job
the week prlor to the interview. A job is defined as a definite
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work for pay every
week or every month. Heads who do not report to the same
place of work 'eyery day comprise the “No fixed place of work"’
categbry. C

Head's prihcr}eal means of transportation to work—I|f different
means of transportation are used on different days, the
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the
greatest dlstance is recorded. A "carpool” is where one or
more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head
mav share drwlng, drlve others, or ride with someone eise,
The category “mass transportation” includes railroad,
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar.

Distance from home to work -The statistics refer to the one-
way distance the head of household travels from home to
work.

Travel time from home to work —-The data refer to the average
time it takes the household head to travel one-way from
home to work.

Income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums,
Medicare deductions, etc.
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In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit;
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all
other members of the family 14 vyears old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are
not included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating ekpenses)
received from a business, professional practice, partnefship. or
farm in which the person was self-employed. « :

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis-
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc-
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt
of retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital
or ather medical care are not included. .

Income from all other sources includes money income received
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance proérams, such as
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man-
power Development and Training Act; workmen’s compensation
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’ P_«dn{inistra-
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic rég:_eipts

from insurance policies or annuities; alimony ar child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as
income: Value of income “in kind,” such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, focd stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property {unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such property};
money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits;
accrued interest on ‘“‘uncashed” savings bonds; exchange of
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other
types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house-
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income
data refei'-‘jco the 12 months prior to the interview and the
household characteristics refer to the date of the interview.
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family
income does not include amounts received by persons who were
members of the family during all or part of the income period if
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with
the family during the entire income period but who were
members of the family at the time of the interview. For most
families, however, the income reported was received by persons
who were members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and cother Bureau of the
Census’ surveys and censuses. For example, the time period
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview.
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures.
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and

Fascimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1979

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS. . . ...
Urban and rural residence . . . . .
Farm-nonfarm residence . . . . ..
Counties . . . ............
Standard Metropolitan Statistical

Areas . . ... ...........

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA.-
TIONS OF SUBJECT
CHARACTERISTICS. . . ......

Comparability with 1973
through 1978 Annual
HousingSurveys. . . . . ...

Comparability with 1970
Census of Housing data. . . .

Comparability with 1970
Census of Population data . .

Comparability with other
current reports. . . . ... . .

LivingQuarters . . . . .......

Housingunits . . ... .....

Rules for mobile homes,
hotels, rooming houses, etc. .

Institutions ., . .........
Year-round housing units . . .

Changes in the Housing Inventory . :

Units added by new construc-
tion . .........--..

Units lost from the inventory .
Units lost through demolition

ordisaster , .. .,.......

Units lost through other

Unspecified units . . . . . . ..
Oeccupancy and Vacancy Charac-

Tenure . .. ... .. ......

Previous cecupancy. . . . . ..
Cooperatives and condomin-

Duration of occupancy. . . . .
Year head moved into unit. . .

Recentmovers. . . . . .....

Present and provious units of

recent movers . . .. ... .. '
Same or different head . . . . . ‘

Main reason for move from
provious residence . . . .. ..

Main reason for move into
prosant residence or
neighborhood . .. ... ...

Homaownership .. ......

Owner or manager on property.
Vacant housingunits . . .. ..
Vacancy status . . .......

App-2
App-2
App-2

. App2

App-2

App-2
App-2

. App-2
- App-2

App-3

App-3

. App-d
' App-4
Groupquarters . . ... .... '

App-4

App-&
AppS
App-5
App-5

© App-5

App-S
App-5

App-5
App-6

App-6
App-6
App-6
App-6
App-6
App-7

App-7’
App-7

App-7 I
App-7 '
App-7.]
App-7

App-7

App-7

App-7

App-8
App-8

App-8
App-8

Homeowner vacancy rate . . .
Rental vacancy rate. . . .. ..
Duration of vacancy .. .. ..
Housing unit boarded up. . . .

Utilization Characteristics . . . . .

Bedrooms , . ., ... ......

Conventional housing units . .
Complete kitchen facilities, . .
Basement. _ . ... ... e e
Year structure built. . . . . ..
Units in structure . . . ... ..
Elovator in structure . . . . ..
Insulation . . .. ........

Insulation added or installed
during last 12 months. . . . .

Cost of insulation added or in-

stalled during last 12 months.

In group of 6 or more mobile

Intorior walls and ceilings . . .
Interiorfloors . . .. ......
Boarded-ug buildings on same

Overall opinion of structure . .
Common stairways . . . . . .
Light fixtures in public halls, .

Eloctricwiring. . .. ...... .
Electric wall outlets. . . . . ..

Elactric fuse blowouts . . . . . .
Plumbing Characteristics. . . . . . !
Plumbing facilities . . ... .. .

Complate bathrooms . . . . ., .
Source of water or water

Equipment and Fuels. . . . .. .. i
Telephone gvailable. . . . . .. !

Heating equipment . . . .. ..

Thermostat controllad
heating equipment. . . .. ..

Ago of hesating squipment . . .

Maintenance or modification
of heating equipmant -during

fast12months . . . ...... )

Contracted maintenance of

heating equipment. . . . ... '

Supplemental heating
equipment ascquired during

tast 12months, . . . ... .. '

Suppiemental solar water
heating equipment. . . . ...

Insufficientheat. . . ... ...

Air conditioning. . . .. ....

Fuels used for house heating,

water heating, and cooking. .

| App9
App9 .
" App-9

App-9
App-9

- App-

App-9

App-9’
App9

Services and Neighborhood

Conditions . . . .......... App-13
Extermination service . .. .. App-13
Overall opinion of

neighborhood . .. ... ... App-14
Neighborhood conditions
andservices. . . .. ...... App-14
Financial Characteristics . . . . . . App-14
Value. ... ........... App-14
Valus-income ratio . . . . . .. App-15
Selespricoasked . . . ... .. " App-15
Garage or carport on property . : App-1 5
Mortgege. . . .......... App-15
Major source of downpayment. * App-15
Installment loan or contract. .  App-15
Monthly mortgage payment . .  App-15
Real estate taxes last year . . .  App-15
Property insurance . . . .. .. " App-15

Selected monthly housing costs  App-16
Selacted monthly housing costs

as percentage of income . .. App-16
Purchase prica of mobile home. . App-16
Year mobile home acquired . .  App-16
Mobile home scquired new . . App-16
Contractrent . .. ....... App-16
Grossrent . . . ......... App-16
Gross rent in nonsubsidized

housing. . . .. ........ App-16
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income . ............ App-16

Gross rent in nonsubsidized
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing comprises all housing
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,600 inhabitants or
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing
consists of all housing units in {a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs {except
Alaska), and towns {(except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; {b} unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units
not classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears
in the 1970 Population Census PC{1}-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence—In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres
from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm productsamounted
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the inter-
view. Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet
the definition for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Counties—The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par-
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designhated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau
and are treated as county equivatents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equijvalents.

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas {SMSA's) used in the
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA’s defined and
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries,
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan
statistical area is a county or group of coentiguous counties
which contains at |east one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more,

or “twin cities” with a combined population of at least 50,000,
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA's con-
sist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an
SMSA identifies the centrat city or cities. For a detailed de-
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA’s, see the Bureau
of the Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph.

In this report, figures for “in central cities” refer to all
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen-
tral cities, the figures inciude some housing units in parts of
the city classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey inter-
viewers were instructed to read the guestions directly from the
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand

more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve

problem or unusual cases. Additiona! explanatory information
has heen added to this portion of the text to assist the user in
understanding the statistics.

Comparsbility with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing
Surveyé—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the
1973 through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However,
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979
reports. In the 1974 through 1979 reports, the data refer to
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit
was counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition,
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is
the 1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished
tabulations. _

Additional differences, if any,.are discussed under the
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B). - -

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of
the “‘recent mover” classification  {see’ parts D and E of this
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, ‘‘recent. movers’” are
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households that moved into their unit during the 12 months
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1870

Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In ‘

Volume |l, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest
time period for “year moved into unit,” is “1969 to March
1970 (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately
2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time
period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years).

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the

particular subject. Additional differences between the 1979
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be

attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro-
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sam-
pling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing
Survey; to a smalier extent, the sampling variability associated
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the

housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume 1V, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {or

disaster), and other losses {some other means). The 1979 data

On new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components
of Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the “year structure built” item; i.e., housing
units built in 1960 or later were classified as added by “new
construction.”

Data as of 1971 for “‘mortgage status,”” ‘‘real estate taxes
last year,”” and “selected monthly housing costs,” are presented
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance.
In volume V, the data are based on infarmation coliected for
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties,
and owners, .

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V,
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was veri-
fied by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real estate
taxes and housing costs,- excluding special assessments. In

ot

volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparabitity with 1970 Census of Population data—In the
1970 census, data for “years of school completed’’ were based
on responses to two questions—the highest grade or year of
regular schoo} each household member attended, and whether
or not that grade or year was completed. In the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey, data for “years of school completed” were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore,
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education
level of the head of the household; that is, respondents may
have reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled
in or had last been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year
was completed.

Comparabitity with other current reports—This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences,
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 units
{interviews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housmg
Reports Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. .

The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing
procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 70,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title Current
Population Repbrts. Inciluded are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report
are essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major
difference in the concept of “mover.” In parts D and E, house-’
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as “recent movers.” In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
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residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as
“movers.’

There also may be significant dlfferenees in the data on
income and years of school completed. The time _period covering
income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period . for
income data in the Current Population Survev refers to the
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also
significant differences in the way income questions are asked.

. For *years of school completed by head,” the differences cited
in the section, “"Comparability with 1970 Census.of Population
‘data,” also apply to the Current Population Survey ' T

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housmg
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed
to factors such as the sampling variability and ‘no_n.f.'ampiing
errars of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing proceduree. ]

Current Populstion Reports from the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the desig-
nated sample units in the 1974 Apnnual Housing Survey. Data
were collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases
of automobnles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected
major household appliances. Information on the price pald is
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtalned
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washlngton
D.C. 20233.

Although the Survey of Purchases and vinership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two.
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of
" such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly
used by any member of the household,'in_cluding nonrelatives,
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as
estimation procedures samplmg variability, and nonsamphng
errors.

A

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs—The Census
Bureau issues several publications under the general title,
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of
Residential Alterations and Repairs,

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States.
The reports from the survey contain current data on housing
starts - and completions, construction authorized by building
permits, housing wunits authorized for demolition in" permit-
issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale, character-
istics of new housing, and value of new construction put in
place The concepts and definitions.used in this report differ
from some of those used in the Survey of Construction. The

major difference is that the Survey _of,Coestruction shows
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of
construction through completion. The Annual Housing Survey
shows .counts and characteristics of the existing housing

" inventory. Additional differences between the 1979 Annual

Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri-
buted to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures

: and techniques, and processing procedures, .

The Survey of Residential Alterations and. Repalrs is a sample

. survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied

properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property
owners for upkeep and improvermment of residential properties
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi-
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data en
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit
structures. on less than 10 acres and. no business.on property.
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera-

. tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series

Ch0, Flesiqer)tial Altaretions and Repairs. ‘
Living Quarters

Living, quarters are classified as either housing u‘rilts or group
quarters Usually, living quarters are in structures lntended for
residential use (e.g., a single-famity home, apartment house,
hotel, or motel, boarding house, or. mobile home. or trailer).
Livfng quarters may also be in structures intended for 'nqn-
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch-
man lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old
railroad cars. .
Housing units—A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied oy, intended for occupancy
as -separate living quarters. Separate living quarters, are those in
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons
in the structure and which have either {1} direct access from the
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used
or intended, to be used by the occupants of another unit or by
the general public or {2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The ocgupants may be a single
family,. one person living alone, two_ or more families living
together or any other group of related or unrelated persons
who . share Irvmg arrangements (except ,as descrlbed in. the
sectlon on group quarters}. For vacant unlts, the criteria of
separateness, direct access, and c_omp;ete kltc_hen facilities
for exclusive use are applied to the inter’!d'ed occupants whenever
possible. If the information cannot be. obtained, the criteria are
appﬁéd} Ao the previous occupants.; Both occupied and vacant
housing, units are included in the, housing inventory, except
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars,
and the I|ke are included only if they, are occupied.

BRI TR o EEIRE :
Group. . quarters—Group quarters areﬂhvmg arrangements for
institutional inmates or for other groups,containing five or more
persegrls( not related to the person in.charge. Group quarters are
located, most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge,
by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the housing
characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.—Mobile
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con-
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used
only for vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu-
pied by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi-
fied as. housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and

similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommeodations -

are occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live

and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The

remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters -

contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge,

they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence .

hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group
quarters.

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other
living quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units—Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held

for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain -

reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacani,
seasonal, and migratory housing units,

The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for
“all year-round housing units” may not be comparable to the
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro-
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of ‘vacant year-round”
and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’ units separately to inde-
pendent current estimates. {See section on “Estimation” in
Appendix B—Source and. Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973,
“vacant—seasonal and migratory” units were combined with
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted
to the combined totai of the independent estimates for these

categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for “vacant—
seasonal and migratory’ housing units and for “all year-round
housing units’’ adhere more closely to the independently derived
current estimates than they did in 1973, The 1974 through
1979 characteristics for “all occupied units,”” owner occupied,”
and ‘“‘renter occupied” are, however, comparable with the
corresponding 1973 data.

Cliange§ in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction—A housing unit buitt in April
1970 or iater is classified as a unit added by “new construction.”
Information was collected on vacant units under construction
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded
to a point that all exterior windows and doors were installed
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during
this period but removed from the housing inventory before the
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1979 period. In the Annual Housing Survey,
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a

sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970

Census of Housing, Volume |V, Components of Inventory
Changs, new construction data were obtained from tabulations
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or later.

Units lost from the inventory—Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through
other means. Separate counts of “demolition or disaster”
losses and of “other losses’” are shown in part A of this series.
The 1974 through 1979:surveys cover all losses, including those
in structures that were not completely lost,

Units lost through demolition or disaster—A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the
owner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing
unit was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the -
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the

inventory. In the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970

Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory
Change, the data on losses refer to all housing unit losses,
including losses of units in structures which stili contained one
or more housing units. In addition, units lost through disaster
were_counted in 1970 as “units lost through other means.”

Units lost through other means—Any housing unit which existed .
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following )
types of losses:

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing
unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a family
and five' lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey.

b oAl P Wt ittt it . ¢
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive
evidence {sign, notice, mark on the house or block} that the
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited.

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use.

5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in
the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the
total inventory since they presumably represent units added
in the place to which they were moved.

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still
contained one or more housing units.

Unspecified units—There are other components or change in
the housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey
provides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing
inventory is not known.

Units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the crea-
tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as adding a room or,_installing parti-
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera-

tion, such as locking a door which closes off one or more,

rooms to form a separate housing unit.

Units changed by merger—A wmerger is the result of com-
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dis-
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration,
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two
housing units. A change in use also occurs, for example,
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly
contained a separate housing unit on each floor.

Units added through other sources—Any housing unit added
to the inventory through sources other than new construction
or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and wnits
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage,
or barn. Also included are units moved from one site to
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory

since they presumably represent units lost in the piace from
which they were moved. A previously vacant maobile home
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same’site, is a
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupaﬁcy and Vacancy Characteristics ,

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group guarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units—A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of
the interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent—
for example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification by race refers to the race of the head
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter-
viewer.was to report the race of the head of the household in
three categories: White, Black (Negro), and other, The last cate-
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese,
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household
heads; units 'with household heads of other races are included
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may be derived by
subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More
detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based
on his own observation. In the 1970 census, race was essentialfy
a self-classification by people according to the race weth which

they identified themselves. T '

Spanish origin—The classification by,sz;nish orig?n here refers
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the
housing unit. Detailed characteristics of units with head of
Spanish origin are presented in sep!arate"tables. Spanish origin
was determined on the basis of a ‘ques'tion that asked for setf-
identification of a person’s origin 6r=descent. Respondents
were asked to select their origins from a '‘flash card.”” Persons
of Spanish origin were those who mdtcated that their origin was
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexu:an Mexicano, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South Amencan or other Spanish.
Care should be exercised in the |nterpretat|on of differences
in the estimated counts of Spamsh-orlgm households between
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and th&*1970 census and other
current surveys. In the 1970 census and current surveys’ reports,
Spanish persons are identified acoording to various criteria:
Birthplace, birthplace of parents Ia"r{guage surname, and
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970
estimates of Spanish-origin households may be significantly
overstated in the South Region'and North Central Region.
In the 1970 census some respondents laE'Jparently misinterpreted
the Spanish-origin category, "Centrél or South American”

" to mean the central or southern part of the U.S.
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Tenure—A housing unit is “owner occupied” if the owner or |

co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is * owner occupied”
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied

units are classified as “renter occupied,” including units rented |
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on

less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or -

are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in
the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay
cash rent for the site.

Previous aoccupancy —The classification of previous cccupancy is
divided into two categories, “previously occupied’’ and “not
previously occupied.” “Previously occupied” indicates that some
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head's
or other related household member’s occupancy. “‘Not previously

occupied” indicates that either the head or some other cur-
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage,

or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit.
Cocperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is
entitied to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share-
holder in the corporation which owns the property. -

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
unijts. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or aII common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators etc.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures mcludmg single-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc., as weII as apartment buildings.

Duration of occupancy Data on “duration of occupancy” are -

based on information for the head of household; the data refer
to the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are
shown on whether the head lived in the housing unit “less
than 3 months” or “3 months or longer.” A head who “lived
here last winter,” must have moved into the unit prior to

the previous February. ". .

Year head moved |nto umt.—The data are based on the-

information reported for the head of the household and refer
to the year of |atest move Thus, if the head moved back .into a
housing unit previously occupled the year of the latest move
was to be reported if theahead moved from one apartment to
another in the same burldmg, the year the head moved into the
present housing unit was to be reported. The intentisto establlsh

o - | Aop?

the year the present occupancy'by. the head began. The year the
head moves is not necessarily the same year other members of
the household move, although :in the great majority of cases the
entire household moves at the same time.

Recent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing units within_12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed ‘‘recent movers.”’ ‘The household.is classified
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported
for the head of the household.

Present and previous units of recent movers—The “present”.

unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house-
hold head at the time of the interview. The “previous” unit is

* the unit from which the head moved. If the household head
. moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date
of the interview, the “previous’’ unit is the one from which the*

household head last moved.

Same or different head—Characteristics of the present and
previous units occupiec_l-b{r recent movers are largely restricted
1o households that were essentially the same in the two housing
units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous
unit are generally the same as those for the present unit.

" .A household for which the head in the present unit is the
same person as the head in the previous unit {identified in
the tables‘as “same head”’) is considered essentially the same
even thdugh there may have been some changes in the composi-

tion of the household. Conversely, a household in which there:

was no change except for a new househaold head was considered
a househoid with “different head.” -

Data for household heads whose previous residence was out-
side the United States are tabulated in the category '‘different
head.”

Main reason for move from previous residence—The statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present head of household was also the
head at the previously occupied unit. The classification cate-
gories refer to the principal _reason the head of the household
moved into the present unit. The category “‘job related reasons”
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take

“a new job, entered -or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement,

commuting reasons, school attendance, and other job related
reasons.

The category “famlly status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
" larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed,
- to be closer to relatlves, newly married, family increased in size,

family decreased in size, -to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with  children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.

.The category “housing needs” refers to reasons such as
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over-
crowded, change ‘in racial or ethmc composmon of neighbor-
hood, wanted better nelghborhood lower rent or less éxpensive
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high-
way construct':oo,.or other p_ublia activity, displaced by private
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action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. e

The category “other reasons” includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications.

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood—
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present head of household was
also the head at the previously occupied unit, The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house-
hold moved into the present unit. The category “job related
reasons’’ refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons,
school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category “‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category “’housing needs” refers to reasons such as neigh-
bhorhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of neigh-
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more expensive
place or better investment, residence with more conveniencies,
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs.

The category “other reasons’’ includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall into any of the above classifications,

Home ownership—Data are shown for household heads who,
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units
which the head occupied as his/her usual place of residence.
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes.

Owner or manager on property—These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent
living on the property.. The category “‘with owner on property’’
refers to the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or
superintendent. “With resident manager or superintendent on
property”’ refers 1o a resident manager, superintendent, janitor,
or other representative of the owner,

Vacant housing units—A housing unit is vacant if no one is {iving
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere,

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable fioors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evi-
dence {such as a sign on the house or block} that the unit is

to be demotished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store
or an office: or quarters used for the storage of business supplies
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in

this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports. :
Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
’seasonal-and migratory’’ or “year-round.’’ “Seasonal” units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
included are units intended for recreationat use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and Ic}ggers. “Migratory” units are vacant units held for
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during
the crop season.

‘"Year-round'’ vacant housing units are available or intended
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year
is also considered year-round.

““Year-round” vacant units are subdivided as fol[ows

For sale only—Vacant year-round‘ units "“for sale only”
_also include vacant units in a cooperative or condeminium
project if the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units "“for rent’” also inciude
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

. Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as
of the date of the interview, or if ,the unit has recently been
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round
vacant unit is classified as “'rented or sold, not occupied.”

Held off market—A housing unit which is neither for sale,
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not'occupied, is classified as
held off market. Included are units held for occasional use,
uriits termporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants, *'''?

" Held for occassional use—This category consists of vacant
year-round units which are held for weekend or other
‘occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners
as second homes, Because of the dtfﬂcu!tv of distinguishing
" between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible
that some “‘second homes are classmed as "‘seasonal’’

, and vice versa, R

s Temporarily occupied by URE: (persons. with usual resi-
dence elsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant

, provided the usual place of residence is held for the house-
" hold and is not offered for rent or for sale. For example,
a-beach cottage cccupied at the time of the interview. by

» a.family who has a usual place of residence in the city is
., included in the count of vacant units. If the house in the
11 City were in the survey sample, it would be reported
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“occupied’” and would be included in the count of occu-

pied units- since the occupants are only temporanly '

absent.

Other vacant—If a vacant year+ound uhit does not fall
inta any of the classifications specified in the distribution,
‘it is classified as ‘‘other vacant,” For example, this cate-

gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units -

held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units

". held for personal reasons of the owner, f separate distri-

butions are not presented for “held for-occasional use”

r “temporarily occupied by URE" housing units, these
categories are also included. *

Characteristics of vacant housiné; are limited to year-round °

vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However,
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report
series. :

The 1974 through 1979 counts for “‘seasonal and mlgratory,
“year-round, rented or sold not occupied,’”” “year-round, held
for occasional .use,” and “‘year-round, other vacant” may not
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973

reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure was '

used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey counts of
“vacant year-round” and ‘’vacant—seasonal and migratory”
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section
on “Estimation” in Appendix B—Source and Reliability of
the Estimates.) In 1973, ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory”’

units were ‘combined with several categories of year-round’

vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data.

- Homeowner vacancy rate—The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate

is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent -

of the total homeowner |nventory, i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant. umts for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant umts sold

but not occupued -

Rental vacancy rate-—Th'eJi979 rental vacancy rate is the number °

of year-round vacant umts for rent as a percent of the total
rental inventory; i.e., aH renter-occupied units and’ all year—
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970‘excludes vacant units rented but not

o r.

occupred PR H
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Duration of vacancy—The 'statistics on duration of vacancy
refer to the length of time {in months) from the date the
last occupants moved from’ the unit to the date of the inter-
‘view. The data, therefore,’do not provide a direct measure of
the total length of time units remain vacant. For newly con-

structed units which have™never been occupied, the duration of )

LR, LB

vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed.
For recently converted or merged units, the time is reported
from the date conversion or merger was completed. Units
occupied entirely by persons with usual place of residence
elsewhere are excluded from the data.

Housing unit boarded up-—Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for .vacant housing units. “Boarded up’ refers to the
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1.unit
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer abservation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persans—A|l persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only accupants refated to the head of
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the household head. The data on “persons”
show categories of the number of one-person through seven-
or-more-person households by the number of housing units.

A_perso-n is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as
a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms—The statistics on “rooms’” are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms,
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that
are suitable for year-round.use, and lodger’s rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit,

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of
shelves or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls,
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily
reached.

Persons per room-—"Persons per room” is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the
specified ratio of persons per room.

Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping.such as guest rooms,
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On
the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with- a
hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit
consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

- Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedraoms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half
bath in which the half bath lacks.a flush a toilet.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing unjts—Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities—A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: {1} An installed sink with
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and {3) a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure.
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or
cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigerator.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use,

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili-
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last
occupant were to be reported.

Basement—Statistics on basements are based on the number of
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which
- persons can walk upright _under all or part of the building.

Year structure built—""Year structure built” refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled,
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence
‘at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers,
the manufacturer’s model year was assumed to be the year
built. Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimate and are
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures. :

A structure is a separate building that either has open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or
attached. .

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex-
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin-
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate cate-

gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. |4, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a
mobile home or trailer.
Elevator in structure—Statistics on “‘elevator in structure’’ are
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a “walkup”
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight.

Insulation—Statistics on insulation are presented separately by
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or roof
insulation) and by whether any of six categories.of insulation
{storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insuiation)
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the
summer. The statistics are shown only for oé_wpied 1-unit
structures and occupied rpobile homes and trailers.

Storm windows or other protective window covering—T his
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic.
Housing units with “‘some windows covered’ have pro-
tective coverings over some, but not all windows.

Storm doors—This category refers to additional doors hung
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not
included, Housing units with “some doors covered” have
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings.

Attic or roof insulation—This category includes roll or blanket
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic
floor joists. '

Wall insulation—This category refers to any type of fiber,
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during
the 12 months prior to the time of interview:

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows—
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented
“only for housing units to which they wereiadded in the 12
months prior to the time of interview. “Caulking” refers to
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer.
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“Weather stripping” refers to the application of a thin
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sili, which seals tight
against air passage.

Other insulation—This item refers to any type of home insula-
tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula-
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the insulating
of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are only
available when the “other insulation'’ was added in the
12 months prior to the time of interview.

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months—This item
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the
types of insulation added or installed, see “insulation.”

Cost of insulaticn added or installed during the last 12 months—
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or instailed
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see
“insulation.”’

in group of 6 or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and trailers
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a
“group.” This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Roof—Housing units “with signs of water leakage’” are those in
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. “No signs of water
leakage’” means that the roof shows no signs of water having
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water
teakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected.
if the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as
having no signs of water leakage.

Interior walls and ceilings—Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken piaster or
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit.
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open
cracks or holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have
t0 go through the floor, Excluded are very small holes caused
by nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up buildings on same street—Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they, are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect,
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of his house or building as a
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure
as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways—T he statistics on common stairways are pre-
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “loose steps” and “loose
railings” reflect the physical condition of the stairway; l.e.,
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings.
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to
the outside of the building.

Light fixtures in public halls—The statistics on light fixtures in
public halls, are presented for housing units in structures of two
or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and
whether the light fixtures are in working order, Light fixtures
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of
more than one unit or by the general public.

Electric wiring—A housing unit is classified as having exposed

.electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,

either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed -
wiring.

Electric wall outlets—A housing unit is classified as having
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used
in place of a wall outiet is not considered to be an electric
wall outlet.

Electric fuse blowouts—These statistics are for occupied housing
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the
present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter-
view. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the
temporary foss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or




App-12

APPENDIX A—Continued

equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted
as “fuse or switch btowouts.”

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities—The category “with all plumbing facilities”
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants
of the housing unit. Aill plumbing facilities must be located in
the structure but they need not be in the same room. “Lacking
some or all plumbing facilities’” means that the unit does not
have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms—A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities
for a complete bathroom,

The category “‘also used by another household” consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The cateqory '‘none’ consists of units with no bathroom
-facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilities but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply—"A public system or private
company” refers to a comman source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it
is classified as an “individual well.”” Water sources such as springs,
‘creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the
“other’’ category.

Sewage disposal—A “public sewer” is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A “septic tank or cesspool” is an underground
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an “outhouse’ or other smatl shelter outside the unit which
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some
other way are included in the “other” category.

Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available—A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or

inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu-
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of
telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment—"Warm-air furnace’’ refers to a central
system which provides'warm air through ducts leading to various
rooms. A “heat pump’’ refers to an electric all-in-one heating-
cooling system which utilizes indoer and outdoor coils, a
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the winter
and cooling in the summer, Only heat pumps that are centrally
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category.
“Steam or hot water” refers to a central heating system in which
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or
other outlets. “Built-in electric units” are permanently installed
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A “floor, wall, or pipe-
less furnace’” delivers warm air to the room right above the
furnace or to the roomi{s) on one or both sides of the wall in
which the furnace is installed.

“Room heaters with flue’” include circulating heaters, con-
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. “Room
heaters without flue” include any room heater (not portable)
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney. ‘‘Fireplaces, stoves, or ‘portable heaters”
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical
wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupaﬁts was to be
reported.

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for units occupied by the household head during the
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To quatify as
having lived here “last winter,” the household head must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1979.

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be
used for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may
be caused by broken pipes, efectrical or gas parts out of order,
or downed power lines.

Thermostat controlled heating equipment—A thermostat is an
electronic device which automatically regulates the heating
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the rgom
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther-
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the
occupants. A “clock operated’” thermostat is capable of auto-
matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times.
A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat
regardless of whether or not it is used.

Thermastats which are not clock operated are further classi-
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is majin-
tained. Occasional changing of the thermostat refers to 3 or
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers
to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the
househotd leaves the housing unit temporarily for vacations,
etc., are included in the “constant temperature setting main-
tained” category.

Age of heating equipment—The age of the heating equipment of
a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the
housing unit, if the various components of the heating equipment
are of different ages, the age of the major component is presented.
Housing units whose major source of heat is room heaters with
or without a flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters
are excluded,

Maintenance or modification of heating equipment during last
12 months—This item refers to maintenance or modification of
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the
heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace-
ment of worn parts, etc. Modifications are changes to the
heating equipment such as the installation of dampers, the
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to
change the type of fuel used, ete. Housing units where major
source of heat in room heaters with or without a flue or vent,
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment—A maintenance
contract refers to a written agreement between the owner and
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces,
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12
months—This item refers to any supplementary heating equip-
“ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces,
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source
are excluded from this item.

Supplemental solar water heating equipment—This item refers
to the use of energy availabte from sunlight to heat water supple-
menting the housing units regular water heating equipment, The
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and
the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat.

Insufficient heat—The statistics presented refer to housing units”

in which the household head occupied the unit during the winter
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived
here “last winter,” the household head must have moved into
the unit prior to February 1979,

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term “‘speci-
fied heating equipment’ includes warm-air furpace; steam or
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci-
fied heating equipment” which fad to use additional sources of
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat
such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have
been used only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric
blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are not considered
additional sources of heat.

“Rooms lacking specified heat source” include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with “‘speci-
fied heating equipment” which did not contain the means of
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered
to be a room for this item.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this

" item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated

types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants
of the unit.

Air conditioning—Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers,
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit.
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool
one room, atthough it may sometimes be used to cool more
than one room. A central system is a central installation which
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building,
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room
cantrols is a central air-conditioning system.

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking—
"Utility gas™ is gas which is piped through underground pipes
from a central systemn and serves a neighborhood. “"Bottled, tank,
or LP gas” is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. “Fuel oil” is
heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use
by the heating system. “Kerosene, etc.” includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids.
“Electricity” is generally supplied by means of above or under-
ground electric power lines. “Coal or coke’ refers to coal or
any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. “Wood"
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel.
“Solar heat” refers to the use of energy available from sunlight
as a heating fuel source. ‘

The statistics for water heating fuel are limited to households °
reporting the presence of hot piped water.

Services and Neighborhood Conditions

Extermination ‘service—The statistics on extermination service
refer to households that have been at their present address
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for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3
months. Signs of mice and rats ortraces of their presence include
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers.
"Regular extermination service’’ refers to periodic visits by a
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays
to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service interval
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such
interval. “Irregular extermination service” includes visits by an
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house-
hold or building manager, or where it is known that a building
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular or
irregular. ““No extermination service’” includes units in a house
or building that has not been serviced during the 12 months
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any
extermination service.

Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as
excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he lives. Thus,
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent
may not have the same opinion as his-neighbor about the neigh-
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are inade-
quate while his neighbor may not.

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move—Data on neighborhood conditions are based
on the respondent’s answers 1o a three-part question con-
cerning specific neighborhood conditions. The respond-
ent was asked - (1) if the condition was present, (2) if the
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was
so objectionable that he would like to move from the
neighborhood.

1. Street noise—Street noise refers to noise made by
children playing outdoors, noise from a factory or busi-
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent considers
street noise.

2. Streets need repair—The data are based on the respond-
ent’s opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open
ditches used for water or sewage drainage,

3. Neighborhood crime—This category refers to all forms
of street and neighborhood crime such as petty theft,
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or any related
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime.

4. Trash, litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or
junk such as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street,
on empty lots, or on properties on the street which the
| respondent considers as titter.

5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings—This category
refers to both single and multiunit buildings which the
respondent reported to be abandoned or boarded up.
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial—This category refers to com-
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both
large and small industries as well as businesses énd stores,
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors—This category refers to the respondent’s opinion
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services—Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions
concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor
recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was
asked {1)if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory,
and (2} if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would
like to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection—This category refers to the respond-
ent’s opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and
response time of services that should be provided by the
police. ' :

2, Qutdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds,
or swimming pools—This category refers to the respond-
ent's assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation
facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving
the local community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was also asked to respond to a three-part
question on pubiic transportation: (1) if service is avail-
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member
of the household used the service at least once a week.

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of
the neighborhood.

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schools: {1} if children within the household
attend public elementary school or private elementary
school, (2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile
of the neighborhood.

Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are
based on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood
according to conditions and neighborhood services available
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was
asked to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or
poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The




APPENDI X A—Continued

App-15

statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from
_“the value tabulations. '

Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pre-
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which “value’”
was tabulated (see “Value” for exclusions}. The ratio was com-
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals
_ were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units
occupied by families or primary individuals who reported no
income or a net loss comprise the category “not computed.”

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover
the calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold.
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for
sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property—The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. 1t may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be
used for parking.

Mortgage—The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit

structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish- .

ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property
until the debt is paid. In the vendor iien arrangement, the title
is kept by the buyer but the seller {(vendor) reserves, in the deed
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the
balance of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase

: agreements where the title to the property remains with the

seller until the agreed upon payments have been made by thg
buyer,

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this cate-
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but

* pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but

leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Major source of downpayment—This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property {house or lot) or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur-
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savings,
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on
which structure was built, and other sources.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
accupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres.
Mcbile homes and trailers where payments are being made
towards their purchase comgprise the category, “with installment
loan or contract.”

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data
even if they are included in the reqular payment to the lender.

Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives,
condaminiums, mobile homes, and trailers, “Real estate taxes
last year” refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate
taxes payable on the entire property during the last hilling
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate
amount for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu-
tation of the mean.

Property insurance—This refers to fire and hazard insurance;
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion,
etc. Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other
types of homeowner protection such as liability. |f the cost of
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments,
a separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
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ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of

“Selected monthly housing costs’’ and '‘Selected monthly
housing costs as percentage of income.”” The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied maobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented sepa-
rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri-
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or,
for mobite homes and traiters, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or instail-
ment loan or contract, real estate taxes ({including taxes on
mobile home or traiter site if the site is owned), property in-
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal),
fuel {oit, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash
collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to
report the amount of their payment and/or those households
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the
“not reported”’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and
trailers, households that had an instaliment loan or contract
but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are
also included in the “not reported’’ category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The

yvearly housing costs (sefected monthly housing costs multi- .

plied by 12} are expressed as a percentage of the total income of
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented
for the same owner-occupied units for which *'selected monthiy
housing costs’’ were tabulated (for exclusions, see ‘“‘Selected
monthly housing costs™). The percentage was computed sepa-
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of
a percent. For income and “‘selected monthly housing costs”
the dollar amounts were used, Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com-
prise the category ‘‘not computed.”’

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were
included in the *'not reported” category.

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer
at the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The “not purchased’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a
gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “"Year
acquired” is the calendar year that the current owner took
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "“Acquired’’ includes
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new—The data pertain to owner-occupied

" mobite homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “Acquired

new'’ means that no other person or family lived in the mobile
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to,
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services
are included, The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without
payment of cash rent are shown separately as ‘’no cash rent”
in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed ‘‘gross rent,” is the
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels {oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.)
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthiy rent agreed to, or con-
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis but
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation
process.

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment
of cash rent are shown separately as “no cash rent” in the rent
tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more,
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiptied by 12) is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on
gross rent as percentage of income refiect the exclusion of
certain renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is com-
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts
are used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who
report no income or a net loss comprise the category “‘not
computed.”

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1870, the income statistics
cover the calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
This item is computed in the same manner as ‘‘gross rent as
percentage of income’ except that rents and incomes for
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern-
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection-and furniture)—
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage and trash collection—Included are units which have
garbage and trash collection service available in connection
with the building. The service may be public or private and
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If

the garbage (food waste) is coltected by one company and:

the trash (paper, cans, etc.}) by another, the data refer to the
garbage collection service,

Furniture—The statistics refer to furnished apartments or
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table
and chairs for the use of the cccupant. Refrigerator, cooking
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture.
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from
source other than the management are not classified as
furnished. '

Rent asked—For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more, The median rent asked is
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels {oil, coal,
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as
well as garbage and trash coflection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is classi-
fied as being in a “public housing project” if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by alocal housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
* authority or a housing development agency, and operated as

public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the

property. All other housing units are classified as “private

housing.”

Private housing units are further classified by whether the
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera-
ting expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income
families, {2} the rent supplement program where part of the rent
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct |loan program
of HUD for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with-
out payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non-
subsidized housing.

Household Characteristics

Household—A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the
same as the count of occupied housing units.

Head of household—One person ineach household is designated
as the “head”; that is, the person who is regarded as the head
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations.

Household composition by age of head, or type of household—
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or-
more-person households and for one-person households. House-
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as
follows:

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives—Each household
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him, In part B,
the category ’“husband-wife’’ consists of the head and his
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not
they are related to the head.

Other male head—This category includes households with
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because
of separation or other reason where husband and wife main-
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed,
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category
includes households with male head, wife present and non-
relatives living with them. In part B, all “"male head, wife
present” households are included in the "husband-wife’
category. :

Female head—This group comprises households with female
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the
Armed Forces living on military instaliations.

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately
for male head and female head under the category “one-person
households.”

Family or primary individual—-Housing units are occupied by
either “families” or “primary individuals.” The term “‘family’’
refers to the head of a household and all, (one or more} other
persons living in the same household who are related to the head
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a ‘“‘primary
individual.”" .

Married couples related to the head of a family are included
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con-
sidered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household composition, families are
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or-
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives
living with them are tabulated as “other male head’’ or “female
head.” Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as
“ane-person households.” '

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including the head of the household or his
wife, The most common example of a subfamily is a young
married couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's

; parents,

Age of head—The age classification refers to the age reported for
the head of the household as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the head,
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and
over.

Own children—Statistics on presence of “own’ children of
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18
years old is defined as an “‘own’’ child if he or she is atsingle
{never married} son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are exciuded
from the total count of own children.

QOther relative of head—This category includes all persons related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or
child of head and members of subfamilies.

Nonrelative—A nonrelative of the head is any person in the

household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

Years of scheol completed by head—The statistics refer to the
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest
grade attended. For persons still attending school, the highest
grade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur-
rently enrolled. “Regular” school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professiona! schools, whether day or night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “regular
schooling’” is formal education which may advancé a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer-
sity, or professionat school degree. Schooling or tutoring in other
than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system.
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign
schoo! system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report
the approximate equivalent grade {or years) in the regutar United
States school system. They were not reported as having compieted
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade
attended. Education received in the following types of schools
is not counted as "regular schooling.”” Vocational schools, trade
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult education classes.

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work—
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job
the week prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite
arrangement for regular pari-time or full-time work for pay every
week or every month. Heads who do not report to the same
place of work every day comprise the “No fixed place of work”’
category. -

Head'’s principal means of transportation to work—If different
means of transportation are used on different days, the
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the
greatest distance is recorded. A “‘carpool” is where one or
more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else.
The category “mass transportation” includes railroad,
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar.

Distance from home to work —The statistics refer to the one-
way distance the head of household traveis from home to
work.

Travel time from home to work—The data refer to the average
time it takes the household head to travel one-way from
home to work. :

Income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, heatth insurance premiums,
Medicare deductions, etc.
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‘In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit;
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the famity and all
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the

income of the primary individual. incomes of persons living .

in the unit but not related to the head of the household are
not included in this sum,

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview, It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
anld Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income {gross receipts minus operating expenses}
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; dis-
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc-
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt
of retirement, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital
or other medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income received
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds: dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man-
power Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’ Administra-
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts

from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household: net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships,

Receipts from the following sources were not included as
income: Value of income “in kind,” such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such property);
money " borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits;
accrued interest on ‘‘uncashed” savings bonds; exchange of
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other
types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house-
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income
data refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and the
household characteristics refer to the date of the interview.
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family .

~ income does not include amounts received by persons who were

members of the family during all or part of the income period if
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with
the family during the entire income peried but who were
members of the family at the time of the interview. For most
families, howev;er. the income reported was received by persons
who were members of the family throughout the income period. '

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’ surveys and censuses. For example, the time period
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generaliy
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview.
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveysand censuses, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures.
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing comprises all h'ousing
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urbar} ﬁou'sir‘nQ
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns {except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing unlts in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unlncorporated places of
2, 500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, mcorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. I-Ipusmg units
not classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on
the historical development of the urban-rural definition appears
in the 1870 Population Census PC(1)-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural resudence
classification of the housing units is the same.as in the 1970
census. S

'Farm-nonfarm resi&ence—ln rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdwnded into rural-farm housing, which comprlses all
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises
the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are- classified
as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or more acres
from which .sales of farm products amounted to’ $50 or more
during the 12-month period prior to the interview-or on places
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted
to $250 or more during the 12-month period prtor to the inter-
view. Occupled units in rural territory which'do r}lot meet
the definition. for farm housing are classafled as nonfarm All
vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm ‘

Counties—The primary divisions of most of the Stétes are tern{ed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed par-
ishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas'desi'gnated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical
purposes by the State in cooperation with the Cehsqs Bureau
and are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that
are mdependent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
mdependent cities are treated as county equwalents

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA’s-defined and
named in the Bureau of the Budget pubilcatlon S‘Inndard
Metropolnan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government_ Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, After 1967, 15 SMSA's were
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and :an
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries,
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this
series of reports, SMSA's are defined by the Offlce of Manage-
ment and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget) e
Except in the New England States a standard metropolltan
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more,

r "‘twin cities” with a combined population of at least 50,000.
In addition 1o the county or counties containing such a city or
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, according
to certain criteria, they are socially and economically integrated
with the central city. In the New England States, SMSA’'s con-
sist. of towns and cities instead of counties. Each SMSA must
include at least one central city, and the complete title of an
SMSA identifies the central city or cities. For a detailed de-
scription of the criteria used in defining SMSA’s, see the Bureau
of the, Budget publication cited in the preceding paragraph.

In thIS report, figures for “in central cities” refer to all
housmg units within the legal city boundaries. For a few cen-
tral cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of
the city classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

.- As stated in the introduction, the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey was.conducted by personal interview. The survey inter-
viewers were instructed to read the questions directly from the
questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for
each subieci are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand
more fu;lv the intent of each question and thus to resolve
problem or unusual cases. Additional expianatory information
has "been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in
unsier'standing the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1978 Annual Housing
Surveys—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the
1973 -through 1979 reports are essentially the same. However,
there are significant differences in the measurement of housing
losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1979
reports. In the 1974 through 1879 reports, the data refer to
losses of individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit
was counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which
the unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition,
the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1979 reports is
the'19}'0 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970
data in the 1973 report are from both published and unpubl ished
tabulations.

" Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particuiar subject later in the section. Because of the relatively
small sample size, particular care should be taken.in making year
to year por'nparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures {see appendix B).

Combara:bility with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in
both the 1970 census and the 1979 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of
the ‘‘recent mover'' classification (see parts D and E of this
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, “recent movers” are
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households that moved into their unit during the 12 months
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year orless. In the 1970
Census of Housing reports, different time periods were used. In
Volume 11, Metropotitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest
time period for “year moved' into-unit,” is 1969 to March
1970 {1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 {approximately
2 years}; and in Volume VI, No. 5, Mover Households, the time
period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approximately 5 years).

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1979
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data;may be
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of
seif-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro-
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the $am-
pling variahility of the estimates from the Annual Housing
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the
housing inventory between the 1980 and 1970 censuses are
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's i‘n the
1870 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume |V the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of ch'ange
between 1960 and 1970 as new constructlon conversions,
other addltlons demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housmg
units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition ({or
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1979 data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components
of Inventory Change data were obtzained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the "year structure built” item; i.e., housing
units built in 1960 or later were clasS|f|ed as added by ‘new
construction.’ k

Data as of 1971 for “mortgage status,” ‘‘real estate taxes
last year,” and “selected monthly housing costs,” are presented
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance.
In volume V, the data are based on information collected for
a sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey
which was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The
1971 report provided data on financing homeowner and rental
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties,
and owners,

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following, The basic
unit of tabulatlon in this report is the housmg unit; |n volume Vv,
it is the property Data on mortgage in this report are ‘based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was veri-
fied by the lender. in this report real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs refrect the total amount of real estate
taxes and housmg costs, dexcludlng specral assessments In

volume V the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
mgpthiy bqusing costs include special assessments.

Comparabnlnty with 1970 Census of Population data—In the
1970 census data for “years of school completed’’ were based
on responses to two questions—the highest grade or year of
regular school each household member attended, and whether
‘or, rgl?t};tnatl grade or year was completed. In the 1879 Annual
Housmg Survey, data for “years of school completed” were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the head. Therefore,
'thé ’1979 Annual Housing Survey may overstate the education
Ievef of the head of the household; that is, respondents may
"havé’ reported the grade or year the head was currently enrolled
|n or had Iast been enrolied in whether or not the grade or year
was completed

Comparability with other current reports—This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current, Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housrng Report Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports "and the Current Construction Reports, published by
thé'zBureau of the Census, Because of procedural differences,
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual
Housrng Survey with data from other current surveys.

LB e

Corﬁbarabrlrw with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximately 58,000 units
{lnterwews obtained for approximately 55,000 occupied and
vacant housmg units), is conducted monthly by the Bureay of
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are publlshed quarterty and annually in Current Housing
Heports Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

‘The concepts and definitions used in the 1979 Annual
Hon.jsing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Dn‘ferences may be attributed to factors such as sampting
varlabillty, nonsamplmg errars, survey techniques, and processmg
procedures.”

Currenr Populatron Reports from the Current Population

'Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
|survey of approxlmately 70, 000 designated sample unlts From
‘the data ¢ollected in the Current Poputation Survey, the Bureau
'|ssues severai publications under the general title Current

Populatton Reports. Inciuded are reports on household and
famlly characterlstlt:s mobility of the population and income.
. Afthough the concepts and definitions used in this report
are essermally the same as those used in the Current Population
ﬁe’parts and the intent of both the Annual Housmg Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major
drfference in the concept of “mover.” In parts D and E, house-
hold heads that moved into their units during the 12 months

pnor %t "the interview are classified as "‘recent movers.  In the

~Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
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remdence |s different from that of March 1970 are cIasmﬂed as
“movers.’ -

There also may be significant differences in".the- data on
income and years of school completed. The time period'covering
income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period” for
income data in the Current Population Survey refers: to-the
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also
significant differences in the way income _questions,are asked
For "'years of school completed by head,” the dlfferenoes cuted
in the section, ""Comparability with 1970 Census of Population
data,” also apply to the Current Population Survey. )

Additional differences between the 1979 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population:Survey. may be:attributed
to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling
. errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures

and techniques, and processing procedures, - .o
Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the ‘desig-
nated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housirg Survey:Data
were collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases
of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be-obtained
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233. AT

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership.was:taken

in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, . there: are
differences in the concepts and definitions between the._two.
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in

the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the,number. of

such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey
reflect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularty
used by any member of the household, including nonrelatives.
Additional differences may be attributed to such @ctors as
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and. nonsamgpling
errars. o o
: O A
Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs—The:Census
Bureau issues several publications under the general  title,
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports -are
primarily from the Survey of Construction and .Survey of
Residential Alterations and Repairs.

The Survey of Construction consists of approxumatelv
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the Umted States
The reports from the survey contain current data on housmg
starts and completions, construction authorized by bunldlng
perm:ts housing units authorized for demolition |n permlt
issuing places, new one-family homes sold and for sale, character—
istics of new housing, and value ‘of new constriction put in
place. The concepts and definitions used in this repoit differ
from some of those used in the Survey of Construction? The

major difference is that the Survey of ' Construction shows
counts and characteristics of housing units in various stages of
construction through completion. The Annual Housing 'Survey
shows counts and characteristics of the existing "housing
inventory. Additional differences between the 1979 ‘Annual
Housing Survey and the Survey of Construction may be attri-
buted to factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling
errors of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures
and techniques, and processing procedures. tie
The Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sémple
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties
including renter-occupied housing uhits, single as well as multi-
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. Thedata on
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to '1-unit
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property.
For additional information on the Survey of Residentiat Altera-
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. t

'Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house,
hotel or-motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer).
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for“non-
residential use {e.g., the rooms’in a warehouse where a watch-
man lives), as well as in places ‘such as tents, caves, and-old
railroad cars.

Housing units—A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room- océupied or intended for occlipancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are‘those 'in
which the occupants do not live ahd eat with any other persons
in the structure and which have either (1} direct access from the
outside of the building or through a common hall which is'used
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by
the general public or {2} complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a‘single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons
swho share living arrangements (except as described in the
section on group quarters). For ‘vacant units, the criteria-of
separateness, direct. access, and complete kitchen facilities
for exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever
possible. I the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except
that mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars,
and the like, are included only if they are occupied. - {" wew

Group quarters—Group quarters are living arrangements for
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person‘in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in instititions, boarding houses, military
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barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
.hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apartment
is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person in charge
and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no person in charge,
by six ar more unrelated persons. Information on the housing
characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Flule.s.for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.—Mobile ‘

homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con-
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used
only for vacations. .

Occupied rooms- or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occu-
pied by permanent’ residents; i.e.,.persons who consider the
hotel as their usual place of residence or have no usual place of
residence elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classi-
fied as housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and
similar places in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations
are occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live -

and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the head, they are
classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters contain
five or more roomers unrelated to the head or person in charge,
they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, residence
hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory staff and
other employees are separate housing units if they satisfy the
housing unit criteria; other living quarters are considered group
quarters. -

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other
living quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units—Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held
for migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

“The statistics in the 1974 through 1979 reports shown for
*“all year-round housing units” may not be comparable to the
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the
1974 through 1979 tabulations included an estimation pro-
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of ‘’vacant year-round”’
and “vacant—seasonal and migratory” units separately to inde-
pendent current estimates. (See section on “Estimation” in
Appendix B—Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973,
“vacant—seasonal and migratory” units were combined with
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or- sold, not
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted
to the combined total of the independent estimates for these

categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1979 data for ‘‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory’ housing units and for “all year-round
housing units’” adhere more closely. to the independently derived

.current_estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through

1979 characteristics for “all occupied units,” owner occupied,”
and . “renter occupied” are, however, comparable with the
corresponding 1973 data.

' Cﬁanges in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction—A housing unit built in Aprit
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by ‘‘new construction.’”
Information was collected on vacant units under construction
at the time of the interview, only if construction had proceeded
to a point that alf exterior windows and doors were installed
and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built during
this period but removed from the housing inventory before the
interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1979 period. in the Annual Housing Survey,
data on new construction were obtained primarily from a
sample of units selected from building permits; in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change, new construction data were obtained from tabulations
of the 1970 census sample records of units built 1960 or later.

Units lost from the inventory—Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demoiition or disaster and through
other means. Separate counts of “demolition or- disaster”
losses and of “other losses’” are shown in part A of this series.
The 1974 through 1978 surveys cover all losses, including those
in structures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster—A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative
of a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the
owner is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units
destroyed by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified
as units lost through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing
unit 'was counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the
whole structure in which it was located was lost from the
inventory. In the 1974 through 1979 surveys and in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume |V, Components of Inventory
Change, the data on losses refer 1o all housing: unit losses,
including losses of units in structures which still contained one
or more housing units. In addition, units lost througﬁ disaster
were counted in 1970 as “units lost through other means.’

Units lost through other means—Any housing unit which existed .

in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a housing
unit that was occupied by a family in 1873 and by a family
and five lodgers at the time of the 1979 survey.
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2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and

either the roof, walls, doors, ar windows no longer protect
the interior from the elements or the unit is’severely
damaged by fire, ot

3. Vacant units |ost from the inventory because there is positive
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that
further occupancy is prohibited. e

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. =

5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in
the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the
total inventory since they presumably represent umts added
in the place to which they were moved. .o

' In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974
through 1979 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures whlch st|II
contained one or more housing units. .
Unspeclfled units—There are other components or change in
the housing inventory for which the Annual Housmg Survey
provides nd specific measures. The survey procedures do’ not
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added
frqm other sources such as nonresidential structures. Ihe net
effect of these omissions on the change in the total '.1|I’.\0l_.lsing
inventory is not known.

v-

Units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the crea-

tion of two or more housing units from fewer units through

_ structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as adding a room or installing parti-
tions to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple
rearrangement in the use of space without structural altera-

. tion, such as locking a door which closes off one or more
rooms to form a separate housing unit.

Units changed by merger—A merger is the resuit of com-

- bining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dis-
mantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from
a simple rearrangement of space without structural alteration,
such as unlocking a door which formerly separated two
housing units, A change in use also. occurs, for example,
when a family occupies both floors of a house which formerly
contained a separate housing unit on each floor.

' Units added through other sources—Any housing unit added
" to the inventory through sources other than new construction
or conversion is classified as a unit added through~other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and 'units
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage,
- or barn. Also included are- units moved from ong site to
" another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory

since they presumably represent units lost in the place from
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home
or trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a
net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population_in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units, Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units—A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of
the interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent—
for example, on-vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification by race refers to the race of the head
of the household occupying the housing unit. However, the
concept of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote
clear-cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The inter-
viewer was to report the race of the head of the household in
three categories: White, Black (Negro), and other. The last cate-
gory includes American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese,
Korean, and any other race except White and Black. Figures
on tenure are given separately for White and Black household
heads; units with household heads of other races are included
in the total in table 1 of parts A and E and may' be derived by

-subtracting the sum of White and Black from the total. More

detailed characteristics of units with Black household head are
presented in separate tables. The classification of race in the
Annual Housing Survey was made by the interviewer based
on his own ohservation. In the 1970 census, race was essentially
a selfclassification by people according to the race with which
they identified t_hem'selves. ' '

Spanish origin—The classification by Spanish origin here refers
to the origin of the head of the household occupying the
housing unit, Detailed characteristics of units‘with head of
Spanish origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin
was determined on the basis of a question that asked for self-
identification of a person’s origin or descent. Respondents
were asked to select their origins from a ‘“flash card.” Persons
of Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1979 Annual Housing Survey and the 1970 cénsus and other
current surveys. [n the 1970 census and current surveys’ reports,
Spanish persons are identified according to various criteria:
Birthpiace, birthplace of parents, language, ' surname, and
origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 1970
estimates of Spanish-origin households may be significantly
overstated in the South Region and North Central Region.
In the 1970 census some respondents apparently misinterpreted
the Spanish-origin category, ‘“‘Central or South American”
to mean the central or southern part of the U.S.
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Tenure—A housing unit is “owner occupied” if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully
. paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is “’owner occupied”
only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied
units are classified as “‘renter occupied,” including units rented
for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available’ on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers s restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants.own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in
the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay
cash rent for the site.

Previous occupancy —The classification of previous occupancy is
divided into two categories, “previously occupied” and “not
previously occupied.” “Previously occupied’ indicates that some
person or persons not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to the head’s
or other related household member’s occupancy. 'Not previously
occupied” indicates that either the head or some other cur-
rent household member related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption was the first occupant of the sample unit.

Cooperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a share-
holder in the corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner rmay also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. ]

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc,, as well as apartment buildings,

Duration of occupancy—Data on ‘‘duration of occupancy’’ are
based on information for the head of household; the data refer
to the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are
shown on whether the head lived in the housing unit “less
than 3 months” or “3 months or tonger.” A head who “lived
here last winter,”” must have moved into the unit prior to
the previous February. '

Year head moved into unjt.—The data are based on the
information reported for the head of the household and refer
to the year of latest move. Thus, if the head moved back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the head moved from one apartment to
another in the same building, the year the head moved into the
present housing unit was to be reported. The intent is to establish

the year the present occupancy by the head began, The year the
head moves is not necessarily the same year other members of

- the, household move, although in the great majority of cases the

entire household moves at the same time.

Recent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing ,units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-

-view are.termed “recent movers.”” The household ‘is classified

by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported
for the head of the household.

Present and previous units of recent movers—The “present”
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house-
hold head at the time of the interview. The “previous™ unit is
the unit from which the head moved. |f the household head

"moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date

of the interview, the “previous’ unit is the one from which the
household head last moved.

Same or different head—Characteristics of the present and
previous units occupied by recent movers are largely restric;ed
to households that were essentially the same in the two housing

_units. The definitions of the characteristics for the previous

unit are generally the same as those for the present unit.

A household for whi_ch'the head in the present unit is ﬂ:l&
same person as the head in the previous unit (identified in
tllé tables as “same head”) is considered essentially the same
even though there may have been some changes in the composi-
tion of the household. Conversely, a household in which there
was no change except for a new household head was considered
a household with “different head.”

- Data for household heads whose previous residence was out-
side the United States are tabulated in the category “‘different
head.” '
Main reason for move from previous residence—The ‘statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present head of household was also the
head at the previously occupied unit.' The classification cate-

‘gories refer to the principal reason the head of the household

moved into the present unit. The category “’job related reasons’
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take
a new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement,
commuting reasons, school attendance, and other job related
reasons, :

. *The category "fa‘inily status’’ refers to reasons such as needed -
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed,
to be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.

The category “housing needs” refers to reasons such as
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over-
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor-
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high-
way construction, or other pubilic activity, displaced by private
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action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more
“conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster.

The category “other reasons” includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not.fall into
any of the above classifications.

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood—
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present head of household was
also the head at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the head of the house-
hold moved into the present unit. The category “job related
reasons'’ refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, oommutmg reasons,
school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category “‘family status” refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to- be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category “housing needs’ refers to reasons such as neigh-
borhood less crowded, racial ar ethnic composition of neigh-
borhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more.expensive
place or hetter investment, residence with -more conveniencies,
lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing needs.

The cateogry “other reasons” includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall.into any of the above classifications,

Home ownership—Data are shown for household heads who,
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units
which the head -occupied as his/her usual place of residence.
Excluded from the count of previously owned units are vacation
homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. .

Owner or manager on property—These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more
units with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent
living on the property. The category “with owner on property’’
refers to the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or
superintendent. "“With resident manager or superintendent on
property’’ refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor,
or other representative of the owner,

Vacant housing units—A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere, .
New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if
the unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive e_vi-
dence {such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is

to be demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters
being used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store
or an office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies
or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vécancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
“’seasonal and migratory” or “year-round.” “Seasonal’’ units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and loggers. “Migratory” units are vacant units held for
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during
the crop season,

“Year-round’’ vacant housing units are available or intended
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year
is also considered year-round,

**Year-round’’ vacant units are subdivided as follows:

For sale only—Vacant year-round units “for sale only”
also include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium
project if the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units “for rent” also include
vacant units offered either for rent of for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round
vacant unit is classified as “rented or sold, not occupied.”

Held off market—A housing unit which is neither for sale,
nor for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as
held off market. {ncluded are units held for occasional use,
units temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants,

Held for occassional use—This category consists of vacant
year-round units which are held for weekend or other
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners
as second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible
that some “second homes” are classified as “seasonal’’
and vice versa.

Temporarily cccupied by URE (persons with usual resi-
dence elsewhere)—1f all the persons in a housing unit
usually live elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant
provided the usual place of residence is held for the house-
hold and is not offered for rent or for sale. For example,
a beach cottage occupied at the time of the interview by
a family who has a usual place of residence in the city is
included in the count of vacant units. If the house in the
city were in the survey sample, it would be reported
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“occupied” and would be included in the count of occu-
pied units since the occupants are only temporarily
'. absent.

Other vacant—If a vacant year-round unit does not fall
into any of the classifications specified in the distribution,
it is classified as “other vacant,’” For example, this cate-
gory includes units held for settlement of an estate, units
held for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units
held for personal reasons of the owner. If separate distri-
butions are not presented for “‘held for occasional use”

*temporarily occupied by URE"’ housmg units, these
categones are also included.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it
is difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However,
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report
series.

The 1974 through 1979 counts for *“seasonal and migratory,’”
“year-round, rented or sold not occupied,” “‘year-round, held
for occasional use,” and ‘‘year-round, other vacant” may not
‘be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 1973
reports, because 2 more detailed estimation procedure was
used in the 1974 through 1979 tabulations. For 1974 through
1979, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey counts of
“vacant year-round” and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory”
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section
on “Estimation’’ in Appendix B—Source and Reliability of
the Estimates.) In 1973, ‘“vacant—seasonal and migratory”
units were combined with several categories of year-round
vacancies {rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional
use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1979 data for vacant units adhere more closely
to the independent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate--The 1979 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant unlts sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1979 rental vacancy rate is the number
of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the total
rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied.,

Duration of vacancy—The statistics on duration of vacancy
refer to the length of time (in months) from the date the
last occupants moved from the unit to the date of the inter-
view, The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of
the total length of time units remain vacant. For newly con-
structed units which have never been occupied, the duration of

vacancy is counted from the date construction was completed.
For recently converted or merged unijts, the time is reported
from the date conversion or merger was compieted. Units
occupied. entirely by persons with usual place of residence
elsewhere are excluded from the data.

Housing 'unit boarded up—Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided -for* vacant housing units. “Boarded up’’ refers to the
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or simitar
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be
boarded up. This item was coflected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons—All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the head of
the household but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the household head. The data on “persons”
show categories of the number of one-person through seven-
or-more-person households by the number of housing units.

A perso'ﬁ is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and
sleeps most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as
a legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms-The statistics on “rooms’ are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms,
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that
are suitable for year-round use, and lodger’s rooms, Also included
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of
shelves or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls,
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit. '

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily
reached. '

Persons per room—"Persons per room” is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in
the unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown
refer, -therefore, 'to the number of housing units having the
specified ratio of persons per room.

Bedrcoms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of -rooms used mainly for steeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping such as guest rooms,
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even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. On
the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a

hideaway bed, are not considered bedrocoms. A housing unit

consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

‘Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
1o get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroem plus a half
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush a toilet.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities—A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the excluswe
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed smk W|th
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical
refrigerator. Alf kitchen facilities must be located in the structure.
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or
cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigeratar.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housi'ng‘unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exciusive use. ‘ o

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facili-
ties had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last
occupant were to be reported.

Basement—Statistics on basements are based on the number of
housing units |lqcated in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in'\.fvhich
persons can walk upright pnder all or part of the building,

Year structure built—""Year structure built” refers to when the
buﬂdmg was first constructed, not when it was remodeled,
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence
at ‘the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers,
the manufacturer’'s model year was assumed to be the year
bmlt Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimate and are
therefore subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classlfy
the year built for the building. .
Units in structure—In determining the number of housing'unifs
in a structure, all units, both occupiéd and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing umts in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

“A structure js a separate building that either has open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or
attached.

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A
1-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex-
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoin-
ing structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate cate-
gory. When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile
home or trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however,
anly a porch or shed has heen added, it is still counted as a
mobiie home or trailer.

Elevator in structure—Statistics on “‘elevator in structure” are
for the number of housing units in structures with four fioors
or more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a “walkup’’
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight.

Insulation—Statistics on insulation are presented separately by
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of
insulation {storm windows, storm doors, and ‘attic or roof
insulation} and by whether any of six categories of insulation
{storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insulation)
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied 1- umt
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers.

Storm wmdows or other protective window cavering—This'
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm
windows, double-glazed glass closeabie shutters, or plastic.
Housing units with ‘some windows covered” have pro-
tective coverings over some, but not all windows.

Storm doors—This category refers to additional doors hung
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not
incduded. Housing units with “some doors covered” have
storm doors on some, but nat all, exterior door, openings.

Attic or roof insulation—This category includes roll or blanket
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic
floor joists.

Wall insulation—This category refers to any type of fiber,
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during
the 12 months prior to the time of interview.

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows—
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12
months prior to the time of interview. “Caulking” refers to
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer.
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“Weather stripping” refers- to the application of a thin
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight
against air passage.

Other insulation—This item refers to any type of home insula-

. tion other than those mentioned above, such as the insula-
ting of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the insulating .
of floors or crawl spaces..The data for this item are only
available when the “other insulation” was added in the
12 months prior to the time of interview.

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months—This item
presents data on insulation added or instatled during the 12
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the
types of insulation added or installed, see “insulation.”

Cost of insulation added or installed during the last 12 months—
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed.
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of
interview, These cost figures include any charges paid for
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see
“insulation.’”’ . .

In group of 6 or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and trailers
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a
“group.’” This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites._

Roomeousfng units “with signs of water leakage” are those in
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. “No signs of water
leakage”. means that the roof shows no signs of water having
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water
leakage but the problem causing the Ieakage.‘has been corrected.
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as?
having no signs of water leakage. - .

Interior walls and ceilings—Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or-holes and broken plaster or
peeling paint-on the interior ceilingé or walls of a housing unit.
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
. that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for
a fingernail file to be inserted in and \}ery small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open
cracks or holes. o
Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and- at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately. one square foot or larger. .

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the -interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused
by nails or other similar objects

Boarded-up buildings on same street—Statistics on boarded-up
buildings, on the same street are based on the interviewer’s
observatlon from the main entrance of the building in which the
sampie unit is tocated. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
thev, are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect,
have most of their visible windows broken or missing, or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Overall opinion of structure—The 'data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of his house or building as a
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure

as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways—The statistics on common stairways are pre-
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “loose steps” and “loose
railings” reflect the, physical condition of the stairway; t.e.,
whether there are foose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings.
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general
publlé They may be either inside the structure or attached to
the oumde of the building.

nght fnxtures in publlc halls—The statistics on light fixtures in
publlc haIIs are presented for housmg units in structures of two
or. more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and
whether the light fixtures are in workung order. Light fixtures
|nclude wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants ‘of
more than one unit or by the general pubiic.

Electri‘c wiring-—A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric. W|r|ng if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed
elther in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-
S|de the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wali outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed
wiring. - ' h

Electric wall outlets—A housing unit is classified as having
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A
worklng electrlc wall outlet or wali plug is one that is
in operatmg condition; i.e., can be used when needed. Ifa room
does not "have an electric .wall outlet, an extension cord used
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electnc
wa!l outlet.

E!ectnc fuse blowouts—These statistics are for occupied housmg
units Which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview, The
data are restricted to households whose head has been at the
present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the inter-
view. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the
témp’p}'éry loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or thp
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or
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equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted
as ‘‘fuse or switch blowouts.”

Plumbing Characteristics

Ptumbing facilities—The category “‘with all plumbing facilities’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants
of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be located in
the structure but they need not be in the same room. “Lacking
some or all plumbing facilities’”” means that the unit does not
have all three specified plumbing facilities {hot and cold piped
water, flush toitet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms—A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities
for a complete bathroom.

The category “also used by another household”. oonsrsts of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units. ’ ' ‘

The category “none’” consists of units with no bathrcom

facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units vg‘rith all .

bathroom facilities but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply—"'A public system or private
company’’ refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it
may be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it
is classified as an “individual well.”” Water sources such as springs,
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the
“other’’ category.

Sewage disposal—-A “‘public sewer” is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A “septic tank or cesspool” is an underground
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage, Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals 1o breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an “outhouse” or other small shelter cutside the unit which
contains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some
other way are included in the “other” category.

Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available—A housing unit is classified as having a

telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the-unit.

for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or

v

inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the occu-
pants of several units. The number of housing units with a
telephone available, therefore, does not |ndrcate the number of
telephones installed in homes. '

Heating equipment—'Warm-air furnace” refers to a central
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to various
rooms. A ““heat pump” refers to an electric all-in-one heating
cooling system which utilizes indoor and: outdoor coils, a
refrigerant, and a compressor, to provide heating in the winter
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category.
*“Steam or hot water” refers to a centra! heating system in which
heat from steam or hot water is delivered through radiators or
other cutlets. “Built-in electric units” are permanently installed
in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A “*floor, wall, or pipe-
less furnace” delivers warm air to the room right above the
furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides of the wall in
which the furnace is installed.

“Room heaters with flue’’ include circulatingr heaters. con-
vectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that
burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liguid fuels, and connect to a
flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. “Room’
heaters without flue” include any room heater {not portable}
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney. “Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters”
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or
other solids. 1t also includes portable room heaters that burn
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as
portable electric heaters that get current from an electncal
wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equlpment used by the last occupants was to be
reported. "

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, -data are
shown for units occupied by the household head during the
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last winter,” the household head must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1979. .

Heating equipment is considered -unusable if it cannot be
used for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may
be caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, .
or downed power lines. : :

Thermostat controiled heating equipment—A thermostat is an
electronic device which automatically regulates.the heating
equipment based on the temperature of the air in the room
where it is located. A housing unit is classified as having a ther-
mostat if it is available in the housing unit for the use of the
occupants. A “clock operated” thermostat is capable of auto-

- matically changing it's temperature setting at specific times,

A housing unit is classified as having a clock operated thermostat
regardless of whether or not it is used. .

Thermostats which are not clock operated are further classl-
fied as to whether or not a constant temperature setting is main-

tained. Occasional changing of the.thermostat refers to 3 or
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fewer days a week and regular changing of the thermostat refers.

to 4 or more days a week. Thermostats changed only when the
househeld leaves the housing unit temporarily for vacations,
etc., are included in the “constant temperature setting main-
tained” category.

Age of heating equipment—The age of the heating equipment of

a housing unit is determined for the major heating source of the
housing unit. If the various components of the heating equipment
are.of different ages the age of the major component is presented.
Housing units whose major source of heat is room heaters with
or without a flue or-vent, fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters
are excluded, N :

. PRI

Maintenance or modn‘lcatlon uf heating equipment during last
12 months—This item refers to maintenance or modification of
the major heating equipment during the 12 months prior to
the time of interview. Maintenance refers to upkeep of the
heating system, for example, cleaning, oiling, and the replace-
ment of worn parts, etc. -Modifications are changes to the
heating -equipment such as the installation of dampers, the
addition of a humidifier, or the installation of new parts to
change' the type of fue! used, etc. Housing units where major
source of.heat in room heaters with or without a flue or vent,
fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.

Contracted maintenance of heating equipment—A maintenance
contract refers to a written agreement hetween the owner and
a heating contractor to provide services necessary for the upkeep
of the heating equipment. Housing units whose major source
of heat is room heaters with or without a flue or vent, fireplaces,
stoves, or portable heaters are excluded.
Hyw ot .

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12
months=This.item refers to any supplementary heating equip-
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the
12, months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces,
stoves, or.-portable room heaters as their main heating source
are excluded from this item.

Supplemental solar water heating equipment—This item refers

to the-use of energy available from sunlight to heat water supple- -

menting the housing units regular water heating equipment. The
statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water and
the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar heat.

Insufficient heat—The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the household head occupied the unit during the winter
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived
here"last winter,” the household head must have moved into
the unit prior to February 1979,

Separate data are shown for-units with additional heat source,
and. rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term “speci-
fied heating equipment” includes warm-air furnace; steam or
hot.water systems;.built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless

furnace; and room heaters with flue, Excluded are room heaters- °

without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with ‘‘speci-
fied heating equipment’’ which had to use additional sources of
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the regular
system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources of heat
such as kltchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, may have
been used only in the mornings or on very cold evenings. Electric
blankets,’ heatmg pads, or hot water bottles are not considered
addltlonal sources of heat.

- “Rooms’ lacking specified heat source” include rooms lacking
hot air ‘ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was to.identify rooms in housing units with "speci-
fied heating equipment” which did- not contain the means of
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered
1o be'a’room for this item.

‘Separdte data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated
types of heatmg equipment caused discomfort to the occupants
of the'unit.: '

LR TN LI
Aifconditiohing—Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a re\frlgeratmn unit; excluded are evaporative coolers,
fans, or 'blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit.
A-toom Unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool
oné foom,” although it may sometimes be used to cool more
than ond*room. A central system is a central installation which
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building,
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each
apartinént'may have its own central system, or there may be
several ‘systems, each providing central air conditioning for a )
group'of apartments. A central installation with individual room
controls is a ‘centrat alr-condltmnlng system.

NN
Fuels ‘used for house heating, water heating, and cooking—
“Utility gas" is gas which is piped through underground plpes
from a-éentral system and serves a neighborhood. “‘Bottled, tank,
or LP gas’ is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are either refilled or exchanged when empty. “Fuel oil” is
heatihg bil'normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use
by the heating system. “Kerosene, etc.” includes kerosene,
gasoline! ‘alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids.
“Electricity” is generally supplied by means of above or under-
ground- eléctric power lines. “Coal or coke” refers to coal or
any ‘toal derivative usually delivered by means of truck, ‘'Wood"’
refers' to- the ‘use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel,
“Solar'heat” refers to the use of energy available from sunlight
as a heating fuel source.

Th¥ statistics for water heating fuel are limited to households
reporting the presence of hot piped water,

Services and Neighborhood Conditions

Exterminator service—The statistics on exterminator service
refer to ‘households that have.been at their present address
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for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of.
their presence /nside the house or building during the tast. 3.
months. Signs of mice and rats ortraces of their presence; include
droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food containers.
“Regular extermination service'' refers to periodic visits by -a
licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and sprays;
to control or kitl pests and rodents. The reqular service;interval;
may be once a month, four times a year, or any other such
interval. “lrregular extermination service’” includes visits by.an,
exterminator who is called only when needed by the house-
hold or building manager, or where it is known that.a building
is serviced but it is not known whether the service is regular or
irreqular. “No extermination service'’ includes units in:a house;
or building that has not been serviced during the 12:months,
prior to the interview and where it is not known if there is any
exterminator service.

Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall apinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood.as
excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Mooyl
Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The.
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s.opinion;
and attitude toward the neighborhood in which he tives.:Thus,-
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the.actual;
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent:
may not have the same opinion as his neighbor about the neigh-:
borhood services; for example, the respondent may feel that
the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facmtses are: made-
quate while his neighbor may not. P

Ne.-ghborhood condmons and neighborhood cand:t:ons and
wish to move—Data on neighborhood condltlons are bgised
on the respondent’s answers 10 a three-part question ci;ri
cerning specific neighborhood conditions. The respond—
‘ent was asked (1} if the condition was present, (2} if the’
condition was bothersome and, (3) if the condition was
s0 objectionable that he would like to move from the
neighborhood. _ " i ;‘J
1. Street noise—Street noise refers to noise rﬁade1 b\-f
children playing outdoors, noise from a factorv or. bLISI-
ness, or any other sounds that the respondent consuders
street noise. PP
2. Streets need repair—The data are based on the:respond-
ent’s opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are
continually in need of repair or are bordered by open
ditches used for water or sewage drainage. '

3. Neighborhood crime—This category refers. to:all. forms
of street and neighborhood crime such as:pettyctheft,
assaults against the person, burglary, etc., or.any related
activities that the respondent judges to be a crime. ¢ . .1

4, Trash, litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or-
junk such as paper, cans, or abandoned cars inthe street,

on empty lots, or on properties on the street- whlch’the
respondent considers as litter. - e

5. Boarded-up or abandoned buildings—This category
, refers to both single and multiunit buiidings which the
respondent reported to be abandoned or boarded up.
Included in this category are remains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial—This category refers to com-
mercial, industrial, or other activities, including both
large and small industries as well as businesses and stores,
that the respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors—This category refers to the respondent’s opinion
concerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services—Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions

_ concerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor

_recreation facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were
covered by a two-part question in which the respondent was
asked {1) if a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory,
and (2} if the condition was so unsatisfactory that he would
like to move from the neighborhood,

1. Police protection—This category refers to the respond-
ent’s opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and
response time of services that should be provided by the
police.

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds,
or swimming pools—This category refers to the respond-
ent’s assessment of nelghborhood outdoor recreation
facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to
the quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving
the local community in the opinion of the respondent.

-The respondent was also asked to respond to a three-part
question on public transportation: (1) if service is avail-
able, (2) if service is satisfactory, and, (3) if any member
of the household used the service at least once a week.

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and
whether or not these stores are located within 1 mile of
the neighborhood.

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household
attend public elementary school or private elementary
school, {2) if the public elementary school is satisfactory
and, (3) if the public elementary school is within 1 mile
of the neighborhood.

“Overall opinion of neighborhood—The data presented are
based on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood
according to conditions and neighborhood services available
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was
asked to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or
poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value s the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property {(house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
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statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less .

than 10 acres having no commerciat establishment or medical or
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from
‘the value tabuiations.

Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed _by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money
income of the family or primary individual. The data are pr_e"-
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which “value”
was tabulated (see “Value” for exclusions}. The ratio was com-
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000
or more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units
occupied by families or primary individuals who_reported no
income or a net loss comprise the category “not computed.”

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover
the calendar year 1969,

.

Sale price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is soid.
The statistics on sales price asked are shown only.for vacant for
sale T-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property—The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be'on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be
used for parking. ot

Mortgage—The data are restricted to r:rwner-ocmpied,.‘!-uqit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperatwe and condominium umts
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage_.bcin‘de,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usuallhlly a
third party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property
until the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title
is kept by the buyer but the seller {vendor} reserves, in the deed
to the buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the
balance of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage
are contracts to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase

'as'rree'rrients' where the title-to the property remains with the
setler until~_the agreed upon payments have been made by the
buyer. _

.. Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
mtegory units- with no mortgage. Also included in this cate-
gory are housrng units in which the owner has no mortgage but
pays a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but
Ieases rents or pays a fee for the use of the land.

;Mqior.eource of do_wnpayment-This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright pur-
chases. The categories include sale of previous home, savings,
borrowing other than a mortgage on property, grft land on

whrch structure was built, and other sources.

installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres.
Mobile homes -and trailers where payments are being made
towards their purchase comprise the category, ‘with mstallment
loan-or contract

Monthily mortgage payment—The data are Ilmnted to owner-
occupted 1-un|t structures on less than 10 acres having no’
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on ‘the
property: The data present the monthly doltar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire and hazard ihsurance costs are excluded from the data
even if they are included in the regular payment to the Iender.

'Real sitate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-

occupred 1.unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives,
condomrmums, mobile homes, and trailers. “Real estate taxes
Iast year refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate
taxes payable. on the entire property during the fast brllmg
period. It inctudes State and local real estate taxes. Not included
aré payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years of
payments for specnai -assessments, facilities, or services. When
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate
amount for the taxes is obtained. '

“In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value ‘of the property (house and lot) are presented Housing
umts for whlch no taxes are paid are excluded from the compu-
tatlon of the mean

Property insurance—This refers to fire and hazard insurance;
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against
loss ‘due to’damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion,
etc. Homeowners' policies are afso .included -since this type of
infsuranc'e ‘has fire and hazard insurance together ‘with other
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments,
a separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install-
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ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of
'Selected monthly housing costs” and “‘Selected monthly
housing costs as percentage of income.”” The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres with no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units,

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented sepa-

rately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclide owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri-
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or,
for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or install-
ment locan or contract, real estate taxes {including taxes on
mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property in-
surance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal),
fuel {oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash
collection. :

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to
report the amount of their payment and/or those households
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the
“not reported’’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract

but did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are

also included in the “not reported” category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs {selected monthly housing costs multi-
plied by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of
the family or primary individual. This percentage is presented
for the same owner-occupied units.for which “selected monthly
housing costs”” were tabulated (for exclusions, see “Selected
monthly housing costs”’). The percentage was computed sepa-
rately for each unit and was roundgd to the nearest tenth of

a percent. For income and “'selected monthly housing costs”.

the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by famities or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net |oss com-
prise the category ‘'not computed.””

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were
included in the “not reported” category.

Purchase price of mobile home~This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer
at the time of purchase including the downpayment butexcluding
site costs ar closing costs. The “not purchased” category refers
“to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; for example, if the unit was acquired as a
gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “Year
acquired” is the calendar year that the current owner took
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the vear the
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. ““Acquired” includes
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobkile home acquired new—The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. “Acquired
new’’ means that no other person or family lived in the mobile
home or used it for 2 business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to,
or contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services
are included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers
are not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without
payment of cash rent are shown separately as “‘no cash rent”
in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed “‘gross rent,” is the
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.)
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or con-
tracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated
costs of water and fuels are reported on a vyearly basis but
they are converted to monthly figures in the computation
process. :

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment
of cash rent are shown separately as “no cash rent” in the rent
tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross rent as percentage of income—The vyearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12} is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied -
units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on
gross rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of
certain renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is com-
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puted separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest
whole number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts
are used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is
paid and units occupied by families or primary individuals who
report no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘‘not
computed.” .

The 1979 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics
cover the calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
* This “item is computed in the same manner as ‘‘gross rent as
percentage of income” except that rents and incomes for
public and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on
nonsubsidized units in this report are not based on govern-
ment or local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability
of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or
nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)—
Counts are shown separately for units in which garbage and
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The
data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent
is paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage and trash collection—Included are units which have
garbage and trash collection service available in connection
with the building. The service may be public or private and
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If
the garbage {food waste) is collected by one company and
the trash {paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the
garbage collection service.

Furniture—The statistics refer to furnished apartments or
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table
and chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture.
Housing units in which the occupants rent_furniture from
source other than the management are not classified as
furnished.

Rent asked—For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked is
shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal,
kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is aiso shown for units
in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as
well as garbage and trash collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is classi-
fied as being in a “public housing project” if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by alocal housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as

public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as “private
housing,”

Private housing units are further classified by whether the
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays
part of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or opera-
ting expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Development
{HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program
of HUD for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied with-
out payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or focal records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or non-
subsidized housing.

Household Characteristics

Household—A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the
same as the count of occupied housing units.

Head of household—One person in each household is designated
as the “head”; that is, the person who is regarded as the head
by the members of the household. However, if a married woman
living with her husband is reported as the head, her husband
was considered the head in order to simplify the tabulations.

Household compaosition by age of head, or type of household—
Statistics by age of head are presented separately for two-or-
more-person households and for one-person households. House-
holds having two or more persons are further subdivided as
follows: .

Male head, wife present, no nonrelatives—Each household
in this group consists of the head and his wife, and other
persons, if any, all of whom are related to him. In part B,
the category “husband-wife”’ consists of the head and his
wife and all other persons occupying the unit whether or not
they are related to the head.

Other male head—This category includes households with
male heads who are married, but with wife absent because
of separation or other reason where husband and wife main-
tain separate residences; and male heads who are widowed,
divorced, or single. In parts A, C, D, and E, this category
includes households with male head, wife present and non-
relatives living with them. In part B, all “male head, wife
present” households are included in the “husband-wife”
category. .

Female head—This group comprises households with female
heads regardless of their marital status. Included are female
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heads with no spouse and female heads whose husbands are
living away from their families; for example, husbands in the
Armed Forces living on military installations.

Households consisting of only one person are shown separately
for male head and female head under the category “‘one-person
households.””

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either “families’” or “primary individuals.”” The term “‘family’’
refers to the head of a household and all {one or more) other
---persons living in the same household who are related to the head
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the head lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the head is considered a “primary
individual.”

Married couples related to the head of a family are included
in the family and are not considered as separate families. A
lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the head is con-
sidered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household- composition, families are
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or-
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives
living with them are tabulated as “other male head’’ or “female
head.” Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as
"one-person households.”

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never
married} children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including the head of the household or his
wife. The most common example of a subfamily is a young
married couple sharing the home of the hushand’s or wife's
" parents.

Age of head—The age classification refers to the age reported for
the head of the household as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the head,
who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and
over.

Own children—Statistics on presence of “own’” children of
household heads are shown in this report. A child under 18
years old is defined as an “own’’ child if he or she is a single
{never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child
of a household head. Own children of subfamilies are excluded
from the total count of own children.

Other relative of head—This category includes all persons related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption except wife or
child of head and members of subfamilies.

Nonrelative—A nonrelative of the head is any person in the
household who is not related to the head by blood, marriage,
or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resident
employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

. Medicare deductions, etc.

Years of school completed by head—The statistics refer to the
highest grade of regular school completed and not to the highest
grade attended. For persons stil! attending school; the highest
garade completed is one less than the one in which they are cur-
rentiy enrolled. “Regular” school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “‘regular
schooling” is formal education which may advance a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, univer-
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in other
than regular schools is counted only if the credits obtained are
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school system,
Household heads whose highest grade completed was in a foreign
school system or in an ungraded school were instructed to report
the approximate equivalent grade {(or years) in the regular United
States school system, They were not reported as having completed
a given grade if they dropped out or failed to pass the last grade
attended. Education received in the following types of schools
is not counted as “regular schooling.” Vocational schools, trade
schools, business schools, and non-credit adult education classes.

1

Means of transportation and distance and trave! time to work—
The statistics are restricted to household heads who had a job
the week ‘prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work"for pay every
week or every month. Heads who do not report to the same
place of work every day comprise the “"No fixed pl,)ace of work"”’
category.

Head’s principal means of transportation to work—If different
means of transportation are used on different days, the
means used most often is recorded. If more than one means
of transportation is used each day, the means covering the
greatest distance is recorded, A ‘‘carpool’ is where one or
‘more persons regularly ride in the car with the head; the head
may share driving, drive others, or ride with someone else.
The category “mass transportation” includes railroad,
subway, elevated transportation system, bus, and streetcar.

Distance from home to work—The statistics refer to the one-
way distance the head of household travels from home to
work.

Travel time from home to work —The data refer to the average
time it takes the household head to travel one-way from
home to work.

Income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance premiums,
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In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit;
i.e., the sum of the income of the head of the family and all
other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living
in the unit but not related to the head of the household are
not included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income {gross receipts minus operating expenses}
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; dis-
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deduc-
tions for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt
of retirement, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments
made by the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement
Act are also included. Separate payments received for hospital
or other medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income received
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income {or loss) from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such as
old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and
aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training
programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Man-
power Development and Training Act; workmen’s compensation
cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’” Administra-
tion to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts

from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as
income: Value of income “in kind,”” such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such property);
money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank deposits;
accrued interest on ‘‘uncashed” savings bonds; exchange of
money between relatives living in the same household; and gifts
and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other
types of Jump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the house-
hold refer to different periods in time. For 1979, the income
data refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and the
household characteristics refer to the date of the interview,
For 1970, income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the
household characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family
income does not include amounts received by persons who were
members of the family during all or part of the income period if
these persons no longer resided with the family at the time of
the interview. On the other hand, family income includes
amounts reported by related persons who did not reside with
the family during the entire income period but who were
members of the family at the time of the interview. For most
families, however, the income reported was received by persons
who were members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’ surveys and censuses, For example, the time period
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview.
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procedures
and technigues, and processing procedures.
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