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Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1980 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS .. 

Urban and rural residence . 
Farm~onfarm residence .• 

Counties .•..•...... 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical 

Areas ...........•.... 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA· 
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS. • • . •••• 

General •••••••••••••••• 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1979 Annual 
Housing Surveys. . . . . .. 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data .... 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Housing data .... 

Comparability with 1970 and 
1980 Censuses of Population 
data •••••.••••.•••• 

Comparability with other 
a.irrent reports ••••••••• 

Living Quarters .. 

Housing units ........ . 

Group quarters •.•••••• 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels, rooming houses, etc. 

Institutions . . . . . . . . .. 
Year-round housing units .• 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 
Units added by new construe· 

tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory . 
Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ....... . 

Units lost through other 
means .......... . 

Unspecified units . . . . . 
Occupancy and Vacancy Charac· 

teristics .............. . 
Population in housing units .. 
Occupied housing units. 
Race ..... . 
Spanish origin .. 
Tenure ..... . 

AREA CLASS! FICATIONS 

App-1 

App-1 
App-1 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 
App-2 

App-2 

I App-2 

App-3 

App-3 

App-3 
App-4 
App-4 
App~ 

App-5 

App-5 
App-5 

App-5 

App-5 
. App-5 

App-6 

App-6 
App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 
App-6 

App-7 
App-7 

Site tenure ........ ·. . . • App~7 

Co(,peratives and condomin-
iums ••..••••••..... 

Year householder moved into 
unit ........ ~ ... . 

Vacant housing units .. . 

Vacancy status ..... . 
Homeowner vacancy rate 
Rental vacancy rate. . . . 

Duration of vacancy , .. 

Housing unit boarded up 
Utilization Characteristics . 

Persons ........... . 
Rooms ....... . 
Persons per room . . . 

Bedrooms ........ . 
Structural Characteristics . . 

Conventional housing units 

Complete kitchen facilities. 
Year structure built .. 
Units in structure . ; ..... . 
Elevator in structure ..... . 
In group of 6 or more mobile 

homes •.......... 
Interior walls and ceilings .. 
Interior floors . . . . . . . . . 
Abandoned or boarded-up 

buildings on same street 
Plumb Ing Characteristics .. 

Plumbing facilities . , , 

Complete bathrooms .. 
Source of water or water 

supply ...... . 
Sewage disposal . . . 

Equipment and Fuels .. 

Telephone available. 
Heating equipment . 

Air conditioning, ... 
House heating fuel .. 

Financial Characteristics . . . 
Value ........ . 

Value-income ratio . 
Sales price asked . , 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-8 
App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 
. App-8. 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 
App-9 

App-9 
App-9 

App-10 

. App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 
App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 
App-11 

App-11 

Garage or carport on property. · f.\Pp-11 
Mortgage . . . . . . • . . . . . App-11 
Installment loan or contract. 

Monthly mortgage payment • 
Real estate taxes last year . . . 

Property Insurance . , •.•.. 
Selected monthly housing costs 
Selected monthly housing costs 
. as percentage of income . • . 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile home acquired .. 

Mobile home acqulrMI new .. 

Contract rent . . . . . . . . . . 
Gross rent ........... . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidizMI 
housing ...•..•..... 

Gross rent as percentage of 
income ........... . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidlzMI 
housing as percentage of 
income .•.......... 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and 
trash collection and furniture I 

Rent asked ......••... 
Public, private, or subsidized 

housing ......... . 
Household Characteristics .. 

Household ...•.. , , , 
Householder. . . • • . . • . . . 
Household composition by 

age of householder . . • . . 

Family or primary individual 
Subfamily ......••... 
Age of householder. . . . . . 
Persons 65 years old and over . 

Own children . . • • . . . . . • 
Other relative of householder . 
Nonrelative . . . . . . . • . • • 

Years of school completed by 
householder . . . . . . . 

Income ......•.•••• 

FACSMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE' 1980 ••• 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 
App-12 

App-12 

App-12 
App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

'App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 
App-13 

App-13 · 
App-13 

App-13 
App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 .• 
App-14 

App-16 

Urban ·and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More ·specifically, urban housing 
consistS of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns.(except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the rural 
portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 

classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 or .more acres 
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from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 cir more 
during the 12-month period. prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of .farm products 
amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to 
the interview. Occupied units if! rural territory which do not 
meet the definition for farm housing are classified as·nonfarm. 
All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primai'y divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the Census 
Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland,'Missouri, Ne~ada, and Virginia) contain one or more 
cities that are independent of any county; for. statistical pur~ 
poses, these independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA'~) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolit~n Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 

.1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria,. boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports •. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management. and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). · 

Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties 
which contains at least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 
or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In addition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, 
according to certain criteria, they are socially and economically 
integrated with ,the central city. In the New England States, 

- SMSA's consist ~f towns and cities instead of ~unties. Each 
SMSA must include at least one central city, and the complete 
title of an SMSA identifies· the central city or cities. For a 
detailed description ·of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see 
the Bureau of the Budget publication cited in the preceding 
paragraph. 

In this. report, figures for "in central cities" refer to. all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey 
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interviewers were instructed to read the questions diref?tlY from 
the questionnair~. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn frol'f! various 
technical and procedural materials used in the Collection of the 1 

data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
pr~blem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory inf0rmation 

I . 

has been added to this portion of the text to assist th~ user i.n 
understanding _the statistics. . , 

Comparability with 1973 through 1979 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1980 reports are essentially the same, However. there 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1980 reports. In 
the 1974 th.rough 1980 reports, the data refer to losses of 
individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the 

· source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1980 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however. the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in makinQ year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essential!\, the same for items that appear irl 
both the 1970 census and the 1980 survey. ' 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E: of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time periods were 
used. In Volume 11, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the 
shortest time period for "year moved into unit," is "1969 to 
March 1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 
(approximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover 
Households, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 
(approximately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual l;iousing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data m>Y be attributed to 
several factorS. These include the extensive use of self· 
enumeration in the census in cOntrast to personal interview in 
the Annual. Housing Survey; differences in pr9cessing 
procedures; the estimation procedures and sample desi9ns; the 
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variab.ility assOciated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
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associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of Changes· in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United· States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of hOusing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these 
components are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster). and other losses (some other means). The 1980 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census tabu· 
lations of the "year structure bu Ht" item; i.e., housing units built 
in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," "real estate taxes last 
year," and "selected .monthly housing costs" are presented in 
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, 
properties, and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulati"on in this report is the housirig unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations far· real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and defirlitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1980 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS). 

There are two significant differences, however, in the housing 
unit definition. First, in the 1980 AHS, the housing unit defini· 
tiOn requires a unit to be separate living quarters, ·having either 
direct access or complete kitchen facilities. For the 1980 census, 
the complete kitchen facilities alternative was ·dropped with 
direct access required of all units. Second, in the 1980 census, 
vacant mobile homes are included in the housing inventory 
provided they are intended for occupancy on the site where 
they stand. In the· 1980 AHS, all vacant mobile homes are 
excluded from the housing inventory. 

There are several other major differences between the 1980 
census and the 1980 AHS. In the 1980 AHS, living arrange­
ments c.ontaining five or more persons, not related t? the 
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person in charge, were classified as group quarters. In the 1980 
census, the requirement was raised to nine or more persons not 
related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identified in the 1980 

AHS. These units were not identified separately in the 1980 
census, but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied 
units. The 1980 census wili provide data on vacant-for-rent and 
renter-ocrupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1980 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which·'the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Oth'er defini­
tional differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self enumera· 
tion in the census in contrast to personal interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; 
to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the 
sampte data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling 
errors assOciated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions-the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade 'or year was completed. 
In the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to a single question-the 
highest grade or year of regular school completed by the house· 
holder. Therefore, the 1980 Annual Housing Survey may over· 
state the education level of the householder; that is, respondents 
may have reported the grade or year the householder was cur­
rently enrolled in or had IBst been enrolled in whether or not 
the "grade or year was completed. 

Other definition81 differences, if any, are discussed·under the_._ 
particular subject. " 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports,. such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 

the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 78,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 70,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
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the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1980 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 78,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
householders th~t moved into their units during the 12 
months prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." 
In the Current Population Survey, individuals whose current 
place of residence is different from that of March 1970 are 
classified as "movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period 
covering income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 
months prior to the date of the interview, while the time period 
for income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by householder," the difference 
cited in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Popu­
iation data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the -figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing proce9ures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
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major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be obtained 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the co11cepts and definitions between the'"two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four·wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
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the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey reflect 
the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used 
by any member of the household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from 'the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for these reports are 
primarily from the SurVey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey Contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in permit·issuing places, 
new one~family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new 
housing. and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac­
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1980 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

. The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is. a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter·occupied housing units, single as well as 
multi unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The.data on 
a.Iterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1 ·unit: 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential 
Alterations -and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, 
Series· C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
·quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use . (e.g., a_ singl~family home, apartment house,. 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). i 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non· 
residential use {e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group. 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
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as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone. two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters}. For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarten-Group· quarters are living arranQements for. 
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, 
military barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, conven-ts, and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no 
person in charge. by six or more unrelated persons. Information 
on the housing characteristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boa'ts, or railroad cars are not 
considered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or 
used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels. motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boardiiig house live 
and eat separately from everyone el_se in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive· 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, 
they are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters 
contain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
c~nsidered group quarters. 
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Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-D~ta on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing. units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory ho~sing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1980 reports show!' for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1980 tabulations included an estimation pro· 
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and 
adjusted to the combined total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data for 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all 
year-round housing units" adhere more closely to the inde­
pendently derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1980 characteristics for "all occupied units," 
"owner c;-ccupied," and "renter occupied" are, however, 
comparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc­
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under 
construction at the time of the interview only if construction 
had piOceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were int place .... Housing 
units built during this period but removeO from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1980 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained 
primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 

·in.the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of· 
Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census ·sample records of units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster. and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 

· 1974 through 1980 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not completely lost. 
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Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which . 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as ci result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural ca1:1ses are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster' loss when the whole 
structure in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In 
the 1974 through 1980. surveys .and in the 1970 Census of· 
Housing, Volume IV, Components. of Inventory Change, the· 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of 
units in structures Which still contained one or more housing 
units. In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 
1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory th'rough means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost, bY change ta group quarters; for· example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the time of the 1980 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inven.tory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interiOr from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inveritory because there is positiV'e 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on· the house or.bfock) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilit~tion or that 
they are condemned for reasOns of health· or safety so that 
further occuPancy is proh_ibited. · 

4. Units losf by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site· since October 1973. Such moves in 

ttie same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they we.re moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
coUnted. as lost through other means wh0n the entire structure 
In which it was located was lost to the housing inventory· 
through means other than demolhion or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1980 surveys, the data on losses refer to· all housing' 
unit losses including losses of Units in structures which still; 
contained one or more housing ·units. 

Unspecified units-. There are other components of change in the: 
housing inventory for which the Annual Housin~ Survey 
provides no specific measures .. The survey pro.cedures do not 
include a ·measure of conversions and mergers and units added: 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net· 
effect of these omissions on )he change in the total housing." 
inventorY is not known. 

Units changec/ by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
throug~ structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 
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installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a simple' rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such Bs locking a door which closes off 
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit .. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units 
through structural alteratiOn or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlockiOg a door· which formerly 
seParated two housing units. A Change in use also ocCurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through· other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construe· 
tion or conversion is classified.as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A houSing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only t~mporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of· "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear· 
cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer 
was to report the race of the householder in three categories: 
White, Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes 
American lndia·n. Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black householders; units with house­
holders of othe'r races are included in the total in table 1 of 
parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the· total. More detailed characteristics 
of units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 

. The classification of race in the Annual Hou~ing Survey was 
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made by, the interviewer based on his own observation. In the 
1970 and 1980 censuses, race was essentially a self-classification 
by people according to the race with which they identified 
themselves. 

SPanish origin-The Classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. 
Detailed. characteristics of units with householder of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined _on the basis of a question that asked for self­
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select. their origins from a "flash ca'rd. ,,. Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that .their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 census, 
and other current surveYs. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are' identified according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may · be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 cenius the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1980 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or ccif"!dominium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other 
occupied units are classified ·as "renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are· available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are 
buying the si(e on which the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay ~ rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor Pav cash 
rent for the site. 

Cooperatives and condominiu"1s-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled tO occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in. the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominiUm is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or ·house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 

·ownership in some or ·all common areas such as grounds,,. 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

'. 
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Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to 
various types, of structures including single-family houses,:. 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was t_o be reported; if the householder moved from one apart­
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder­
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the. 
householder began. The .year the householder mov.es is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire house­
hold moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected 
for the head of household. For an explanation, see the defini­
tion of householder on page. App-13. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by ·persons who h.av~ a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified ·as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors '!re in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or 
doors no ·longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 

' unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there· is poSitive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
used entirely for nonresidential purposes: such as a store or an· 
office; or quarteis ~sed for the storage of business supPlies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricl,.lltural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housi!19 units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing rep0rts. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are· classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for oCcupancy during only certain seasons ~f the year: 

·Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migrato·ry labor empioyed in farm work du.ring 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the yea~. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

11Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 
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For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round 
vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
e/sewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city were in the survey 

·sample, it would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 
classified as "other vacant." For example, this category 
includes units held for settlement of ~n estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" houSing units, these categories are also 
included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1 gao counts for "seasonal · and 
migratory," "year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-, 
roU-nd: held fOf. occ~ISiona1 use,'~ and "year·rou~d, ~th;r ~3C3nt" -
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1980 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1980, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of. "vacant year-round" and "vacant..:....seasonal and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates. 
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(See section on "Estimation" in Appendix 8-Source and 
Reliability of the Estimates.} In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold not occupied; held for 
occasional · use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent estimates for these cate­
gories. Thus, the· 1974 through 1980 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1980 homeowner vacancy rate is 
the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate -The 1980 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of ye3r-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
Jotal rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year_-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months} from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total 
length of time units remain vacant. For new1y constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date construction was comple~ed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported from 
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely· by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Stati$tics for this item are only pro­
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit struc-_ 
ture or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation·. 

Utilization Characteristics · 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the house­
holder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees who share the living 
quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of house- . 
hold was used, see definition of householder on page App.13.) 
The data on "persons" show categories of the number of one-

- person through seven-or-more-person households by the number 
· of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the timB. This place is not necessarily the-same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 
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Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of 
housing units with specified number of rooiTis. Rooms counted 
include whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living 
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or 
basement rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed 
porches that are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. 
Also included are rooms used for offices by a person living in 
the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is· a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms. unfinished attics or 
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open. 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the 
room is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the. 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such_ as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bed­
rooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other 
purposes, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living 
room with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A 
housing unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment, is classified by definition as having no 
bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as 
mobile homes or trailers by this survey are classified as 
conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the 
structure. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with 
only portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a 
range or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants wtien they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing Unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living. 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
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all· equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Year structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not vvhen it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model y·ear was assumed to be the Year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly· classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the riumber of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing 
units in structures of _specified type and size, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or 
attached. 

A 1·unit structure is detached if it has open space on all four 
sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 1-unit 
structure is attached if it has·one or more walls extending from 
ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining structures, 
such as in row houses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or 

1 trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, only a 
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a m~bile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics ori "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or 
more which have a passenger elevator. Units are i1_1 a "~_alkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

In group of 6 or more mobile hori'les-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on 
a single site or adjacent sites. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster Or 
peeling paint on the interior walls or ceilings·of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 



Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilirigS, and at least one area of the broken plaster or .peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to go 
through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects. 

Abandoned or boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics 
on abandon~d or _b~arded-~p buildings on the ~ame street are 
based on the interviewer's observation from the main entrance 
,of the building in which the sample unit is located. Buildings are 
classified as abandoned or boarded up if they are permanently 
Va~nt and show severe signs at neglect, have moSt at their 
visible windows broken or missing, or have their windows and 
.doors covered _by wood, metal, or some o~her sim~1ar material to 
prevent entry. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The cat~gory "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of ho1:1sing units which have hot and cold piped water 
Inside ttie structure as well as a f.lush toilet and a bathtub or. 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing Unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
. located irl the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
~·~aCking So!""e or all plumbing facilities" means# that the unit 
does not have all three specifi~d plumbing facilities (hot and 
cold piped water. flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the . . . 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for th~ 
use of the occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
oomplete .bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower _and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household". oonsists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of othe.r housing units. 

1 The category "non_e" consists of units with rlo bathroom 
.facJlities. units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
b~throom facilities but not in one room. 

Source ·of water Or water supply-" A public system or private 
·oom·pany" refei's to a common source supplying running water 
'to ·six or more housing uilits. The water may be supplied bV a 
city, oounty, water district, or private water oompaily, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or-fewer housing units, it 
iS classified cis an ·"individual well." Water sources ·such as 
sprinQs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, porids, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 
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Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
County, sanitary district, neighborhood, or. subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatmen_t 

. plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood ~eptic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available:...A housing unit is classified as .having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
.for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone _may 1;serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipinent-"Warm-air furnace" refers to ,a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric' all-in-one 
heating-cooling system which utilizes indoor 8nd- outdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this,category. 
''Steam or hot water" refers to ·a central heating System in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered throuQh 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric uilits" are 
permanently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor. wall,-or pipeless furnace" delivers warm air to: the room 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

~·Room heaters with flue" includ0 circulatin9 heaters,· 
··convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that bum gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoV'es, or portable· heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal: wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating· equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last· occupants :was to be 
reported. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans 1 or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration uni~. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to oool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a.central installation which 
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afr-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all"apartments in the building; each 
apartment may have its own central system; or there may be 
.several systems, each providing central air conditioning. for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room 
·controls is a central air-conditioning system. ." 

House heating fuel-"Utility gas" is gas piped through under­
ground pipes from a centra.1 system to serve the neighborhood. 
"Bottled, tank, or LP gas" is stored in tanks which are refilled 
or exchanged when empty. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel such as solar heat, ·briq.uettes made of 
pitch and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would s~ll for if .it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for 1-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded fro·m 
the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value·income ratio is comp.uted by 
dividing the value of the housing uni~ by t~e total money 
income of the family. or primary individual. The data are 
presented for the same· owner-occupied units for which "v~lue" · 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was 
computed separately for each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. In reporting value, responden~s were asked to 
select ·an appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value · 
intervals were used in the computation of the .value-income 
ratio, except that a mean of $3,500 was assign~d for. values less 
than $5,000 and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of 
$300,000 or more. For income; the dollar amounts were .used. 
Units occupied by families or primary individuals who reporte_d 
no income or a net loss comprise the category ''.not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior. to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is the 
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on saleS· price asked are shown only for vacant for 

:Sale 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no com­
mercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or. carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it, is 
currently used as a storage area for item~ such as lawn 
equipment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it 
may be completely ·unattached, but it must be on the property. .. ; 
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Excluded are garages or carports~ that have been converti;!d to 
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business 
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason 
cannot be used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are reStricted to owner-:accupied, 1-unit 
structures on less than 10 .acres having no commercial establish­
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and' vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves •. in th~ deed to the 
buyer, .a lien _on the property to secure payment of the.balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, a_nd lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units witti no mortgage." Also included' in this· 
catego;.y are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage 
but' paY,s a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit 
but leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. · 

Installment loan or corltract-The data are limited to owner­
occupied mobile honles and trailers ori less. than 10 acr~s .. 
Mobil~ ho.;,es and tr~ilerS Whe.re payments are being made 
towards their purchase compri.se the category, "with irlstallment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner­
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than· 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even 
if they are included in the regular P."Yment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner­
occupied, l·unit structure~ on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office·on the 
pioperty. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
cOndominiums~ mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly. total amount of all- real estate 
taxes payable on the entire· property during the 1.ast billing . 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinqUeht taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
.the real estate taxes are included with the. mortgage, a separate 
.amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000' 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded troll"! the 
computation of the mean . 
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Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insuranoo was obtained. The amount of 
the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install· 
ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are 
presented separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on 
less than 10 acres with no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing colts-The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1 ·unit structures on less than ro 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner·occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner· 
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether ~r not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or 
installment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes 
on mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property 
insurance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 
did not report their loan ·payment and/or their taxes are also 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for. 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed 
separately for each unit and was roun~ed to the nearest tenth of 

-a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," 
. the dollar amounts were used. Un its occupied by families or 

primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss 
comprise the category "not computed.'' 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 
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Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 

·to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Vear mobile home acquired-This'"' item pertains to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
aCXJuired" is the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile .home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking .possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 
acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of 
utilities (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in 
addition to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are' converted to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exdude l·unit structures on 10 aaes or 
more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by aaeage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non· 
subsidized housing units exdudes units reported in public 
housing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government 
rent subsidies, as well as 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) _,is . expressed as a 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

percentage of the total income of the family or primary 
individual. The percentage is presented for. the same renter­
occupied units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the 
statistics on gross rent as percentage of income reflect the 
exclusion of certain renter-occupied housing units. The 
percentage is computed separately for each unit and is rounded 
to the nearest whole number. For gross rent and income, the 
dollar amounts are used in the computation. Units for which no 
cash rent is paid and units occupied by families or primary 
individuals who report no income or a net loss comprise the 
category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of thEi interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income­
This item is computed in the same mann·er as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on non­
subsidized units in this report are not based on government or 
local records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a 
respondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or 
nonsubsidize~ housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)­
Counts are shown separately for units in 'Nhich garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The data 
are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent is 
paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection service available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and the 
trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C 
separate counts are also shown for renter-occupied units 
reporting additional amounts paid for garbage and trash 
collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses iii which the management supplied majoi- pieces of 
furniture s_uch as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and 
chairs for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are norconsidered furniture. 
Housing units in which the occupants rent. furniture from 
some source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may. differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, 
exclUding 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent 
asked is shown separately for units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for 
units in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, 
as well as garbage and trash collection service. 

. ~·· 
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· Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing 
authority or other public agency, sue~ as a housing and 
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency, and 
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive 
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local 
agency owns the property. All other housing units are classified 
as "private housing." 

Private housing units are· further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment (HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate­
income families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of 
the rent for low-income families occupying certain types of 
rental housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan 
program of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder _is the first household ·member 
listed who· is 18 years old or older. In all the previous AHS re­
ports (1973 to 1979) the concept "head" of household was 
used. One person in each household was designated as the head, 
that is the person who was regarded as the head by the respond­
ent. However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more­
person households and for one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married couple families, no nonrelatives-Each househo.ld in 
this group consists of the householder and spouse, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder-This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and male householders 
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who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included ar0 
households with male householder, wife p'resent and nOri­
relatives living with them. 

Other female householder-This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female house­
holders who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included 
are households with female hoi.Jseholder, husband present 
and nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the ~ategory "one-person households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the householder and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household who are related to the householder 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone 
or with nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a 
"primary individual.'~ 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are 
included in the family and are .not considered as separate 
families. A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the 
householder is considered a member of the household but not 
of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition,· families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or­
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as other male or female h~se­
holder. Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
one-person households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
~hildren, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the house­
holder, who are members of the household and are 65 years old 
and over, are included in the ~aunt of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single (never 
married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a house­
holder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 
tOtal count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by·blood, marriage, or adoption ex­
cept wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 
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Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any Person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, ,partners, 
resident employees, wards, and foster children are included in 
th is category. 

" Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the. 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal E!ducation 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 

·in other th-an regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school sys~em. Householders whose highest grade c{?mpleted· 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They ~ere not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the following types of schools is not counted as "regular 
schooling." Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary incOme,. net self· 
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to ihe money income. 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the family and 
all other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons li.ving in 
the unit but not related to the householder are not included 
in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any tirr,ie during 
the 12-morith period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice; pari:nership, _or 
farm in which the persC?n was self-employ~d. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; 
disability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
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for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
alSo included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
from- property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which 
inClude cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's 
compensati9n cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to 
survivors of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; 
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony 
or child support from persons who are not members of the 
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and 
fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were no~ included _as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
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deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living in ·the same 
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, in­
heritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the househqld 
refer to different periods in time. For 1980, the income data. 

refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date .of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1; 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family income 'includes 3mounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For ·example, the time period 
for income data. in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while other income data 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. Additional differences in the income data may be 
attributed to the various wa'ys income questions are asked, 
the samplin~. variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, 
survey Procedures and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1980 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS •• 

Urban and rural residence . 
Farm-nonfarm residence ; . 
Counties .......... . 

Standard metropolitan statistical 
areas ............. . 

OEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA­
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS •.•... 

General ........ · ... . 
Comparability with 1973 

through 1979 Annual 
Housing Surveys ..... 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data. 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of '":lousing data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 
1980 Censuses of Population 
data ........... . 

Comparability with other 
current reports ... 

Living Quarters . . 

Housing units ..... . 
Group quarters ... , . 

Rules for mob_ile hom~. 
hotels, rooming houses, etc .. 

Institutions .......... . 
Vear-round housing units .. . 

Changes irl the Housing Inventory 
Units added by new construc-
tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster . . . . . . . . 

Units lost through other. 
means .......... . 

Unspecified units .... , 

Occupancy end Vacancy Charac-
teristics ......... · · · · · · 

Population in housing units . 

Occupied housing units. 

Race ..... . 
Spanish origin .. 

Tenure ..... . 

Site tenure ... . 

Previous occupancy. . 

Cooperatives and condomin; 
iums ............ . 

Duration of occupancy .. 

Year householder moved 
into unit ........ . 

Recent movers. . . . . . . . . 

Present and previous units of 
recent movers . . . . . . . 

Same or different house-
holder ...... , . , .. . 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence ..... 
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App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-3 

App-3 

App-4 

App~ 

Apj,-5 
App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

Main reason for move into 
present residence or 
neighborhood .... , 

Home ownership . . . . 

Vacant housing units .... . 

Vacancy status ...... . 
Homeowner vacancy rate 

Rental vacancy rate ... . 

Duration of vacancy .. . 

Housins unit boarded up. 

Utilization Characteristics .. 
Persons ....... . 

Rooms ....... . 
Persons per room .. 

Bedrooms ..... . 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units 

Complete kitchen facilities. 

Basement ...... . 

Year structure built .... . 

Units in structure ... . 

Elevator in structure ... . 

Insulation ......... . 

Insulation added or installed 
during last 12 months ..... 

Cost of insulation added or in· 
stalled during last 12 months. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes .......... . 

Roof ........... . 

Interior walls and ceilings 

Interior floors ...... . 

Boarded-up buildings on same 
street ............. . 

Overall opinion of structure . 

Common stairways ..... . 

Light fixtures in public halls. 

Electric wiring. . . . . . 

Electric wall outlets. .. 

Electric fuse blowouts . 

Plumbing Characteristics. 

Plumbing facilities ... . 

Complete bathrooms .. . 

Source of water or water 
supply ............ . 

Sewage disposal ....... . 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services .. 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban'and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin). but excluding those housing units in the rural por­
tions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing.· Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which com­
prises the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are 
classified as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or 
more acres from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 
or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm prod­
ucts amounted to $250 or more during the" 12-month period 
prior to the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which 
dO not meet the definition for farm housing are classified as 
nonfarm. All vacant ·units in rural areas also are classified as 
nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are. 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the· Cen­
sus Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or 
more cities that are independent of any county; for statistical 
purposes, these independent cities are treated as county equiv- · 
alents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Print· 
ing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's 
were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Man­
agement and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 
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Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com­
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous counties r 
are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the:central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of to~'ns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen­
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central citY or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria 
used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publica­
tion cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities".,refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1980 .Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey in­
terviewers were instructed to read the questions q,irectly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent. drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problems or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1979 Annual Housing Sur­
veys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1980 reports are essentially the same. Ho'wever, there 
are significant differences in the measurement of h_ousing losses 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1980 reports. In 
the 1974 through 1980 reports, the d.ata refer to losses of 
individual housing units. Also, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted _as a loss only when the whole structure in which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1980 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items t'1at appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1980 survey. 
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There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 

the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
households that moved into th_eir unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time periods were 
used. In Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characteri'stics, the 
shortest time period for "year moved into unit," is 1969 to 
March 1970 (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (ap­
proximately 2 years); and in Volume VI I, No. 5, Mover House­
holds, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approx· 
imately 5 years), 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed 'under the 
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1980 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro­
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com­
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means), The 1980 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the year-structure-built item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by new construc­
tion. 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential "Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census, The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop­
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
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the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the t<::bulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
con~epts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1980 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS), 

There are two significant differences, however, in the housing 
unit definition, First, in the 1980 AHS, the housing unit defini­
tion requires a unit to be separate living quarters, having either 
direct access or complete kitchen facilities. For the 1980 census, 
the complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with 
direct access required of all units. Second, in the 1980 census, 
vacant mobile homes are included in the housing inventory 
provided they are intended for occupancy on the site where 
they stand. In the 1980 AH_S., all vacant mobile homes are 
excluded from the housing inventory. 

There are several other major differences between the 1980 
census and the 1980 AHS. In the 1980 AHS, living arrange­

ments containing five or more persons, not related ·to the 
person in charge, were classified as group quarters. In the 1980 
census, the requirement was raised to nine or more persons not 
related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identified in the 1980 
AHS. These units were not identified separately in the 1980 

. census, but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied 
units. The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and 
renter-occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1980 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other defini­
tional differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 AHS data and the 
1980 census data may be attributed to several factors. These 
include the extensive use of self enumeration in the census in 
contrast to personal interview in the Annual Housing Survey; 
differences in processing procedures; the estimation procedures 
and sample designs; the sampling variability of the estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller extent, the sam­
pling variability associated with the sample data from the 
census; the nonsampling errors associated with the Annual 
Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsamplin9 errors asso­
ciated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions: the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1980 AHS, data for years of school 'completed were 

based on responses to a single question: the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. There-
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fore, the 1980 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was com­
pleted. 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 

other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 78,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 70,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1980 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and proc-. 
essing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 78,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house­
holders that moved into their units during the 12 months prior 
to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the Cur­
rent Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified 
as "movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period cover­
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. For 
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"years of school completed by householder," the difference cited 
in the section,"'comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of 
Population data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television se.ts, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be ob­
tained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Wash­
ington, D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the c9ncepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans; collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey re- · 
fleet the number of automobiles and trucks owned Or regularly 
used by any member of the household, including 1 nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs~ The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
"Current Construction Reports." The data for these reports are 
primarily from the Survey of Construction anc;j Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The 
reports f~om the surVey contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in. permit-issuing 
places, new qne-unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics 
of new housing, and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Const~uction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac­
teristics of housing units in various stages of .construction 

through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1980 Annual Housing SUrvey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the. figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and proc· 
essing procedures. 
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The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated awrier-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi­

un_it structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera­
iio·ns and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are ih structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non­
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch­
man lives). as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons· 
in the structure and which have either ( 1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or m~re families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to "the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for in­
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, mili­
tary barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no 
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Informa­
tion on the housing characteristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 
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Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con­
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are occu­
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, 
they are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters 
contain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory 18bor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1980 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1980' tabulations included an estimation pro· 
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 

and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 
were combined with several categories of year-round vacancies· 
(rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and 
other vacant) and adjusted to the ·combined total of t~e inde­
pendent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1980 data for "vacant-seasonal arid migratory" housing units 
and for "all year-round housing units" adhere more closely to 
the independently derived current estimates than they did in 
1973. The 1974 through 1980 characteristics for "all occupied 
units," "owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, how­
ever, comparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 



App-6 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc­
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under con· 
struction at the time of the interview only if construction had 
proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
units built during this period but removed from the housing 

inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1980 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained 
primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1980 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as~ result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire. flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole struc­
ture in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 
1974 through 1980 surveys and in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost ·through disaster were counted in·1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in.October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it. 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component iricludes the following 
types of losses: 

\ 
1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 

housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the time of the 1980 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely dam­
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) tha~ the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 
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4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net Joss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 AHS, a housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in which it was located 
was lost to the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 1980 surveys, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses inclUding losses of 
units in structures which still contained one or more housing 
units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of change in the 
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey pro-

. vides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from 9ther sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by convetSion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off 
one or more rooms to form a separate? housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal 'of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a .simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door which formerly 
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing Unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construc­
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added t,hrough other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 
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Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear­
cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer 
was to report the race of the householder in three categories: 
White, Black (Negro). and other. The last category includes 
American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black householders; units with house­
holders of other races are included in the total in table 1 of 
parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics 
of units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 
The classification of race in the Annual Housing Survey was 
made by the interviewer based on his own observation. In the 
1970 and 1980 censuses, race was essentially a self-classification 
by people according to the race with which they identified 
themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification ''Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. 
Detailed characteristics of units with householder of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self­
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their oriQin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1960 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980census, 
and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identified according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, Janguage, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1980 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other 
occupied units are classified as "renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 
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Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are 
buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash 
rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that 
some person or persons occupied the sample housing unit prior 
to the householder's or other related household member's 
occupancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
householder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the 
first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to 
various types of structures including single-family houses, 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the householder; the data refer to 
the period when present occupancy bega~. Statistics are shown 
on whether the householder lived in tre housing unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." A householder who 
"lived here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart· 
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire house· 
hold moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected 
for the head of household. For an explanation, see the defini· 
tion of householder on page App-17. 



App-8 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter­
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the householder. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house­
holder at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 
householder last moved. 

Same or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present 
unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit 
is the same person as the householder in the previous unit 
(identified in the tables as "same householder") is considered 
essentially the same even though there may have been some 
changes in the composition of the household. ~conversely, a 
household in which there was no change except for a new 
householder was considered a household with "different 
householder." 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the house· 
holder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
from the previous unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take a 
new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, com­
muting reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, familY increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over­
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor­
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high­
way construction, or other ·public activity, displaced by private 
action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 
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Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood­
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classi­
fication categories refer to the principal reason. the house­
holder moved into the present unit. The category "job 
related reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take 
a new job, entered U.S. Arnled Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs"· refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more 
expensive place or better investment, residence with more 
conveniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other 
housing needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present rleighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for householders who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner­
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are clcissified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or 
doors no longer protect t~e interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the U!lit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as· a store or an 
office; or qUarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seascl'nal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for occu-
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pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 

the crop season. 
"Year-round'' vacant housing units are available or intended 

for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the .unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the Year­
round vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied.'' 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant 
year-round units wh.ich are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishir)g 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as .!.!seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the hous~ in the city were ir1 the survey 
sample, it would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 
classified as "other vacant." For example, this category 
Includes units held for settlement of an estate, units ·held for· 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also 
included. 
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Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
Vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1980 counts for "seasonal and migratory," 
"year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 
1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1980 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1980, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates.· 
(See section on "Estimation" in appendix 8.) In 1973, "vacant­
seasonal and migratory" units were combined with several 
categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold not occupied; 
held for occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted.to 
the combined tot81 of the independent estimates for these 
categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1980 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied unit~ 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 

· homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1980 rental vacancy rate is the 
nuffiber of yeBr-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year-round vacant urifts for rent or rented, not occupied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total' 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the ·duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported from 
the date conversion or· merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro· 
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to p?event entry into the housing unit. A one·~nit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 
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Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the house­
holder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees who share the living 
quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of house· 

·hold was used, see definition of householder on page App-17). 
The dcita on "persons" show categories of the number of one­
person through seven-or-more-person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. RoorTis counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is- a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathroorTis, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is rri~~~ e~__sily reached. 

Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit. by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also for sleeping, such as a liying room with a hide· 
away bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit con· 
sisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency apart· 
ment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, s...ich as a den, and/or to. get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet. 
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Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical refrig· 
erator .. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with ~nly portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a rcinge or cook­
stove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
ho~sing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number of 
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Vear structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed,_ not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year.built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing 
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space on 
all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
one-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex­
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other 
adjoining structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mObile home or 
trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, only a 
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or 
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more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or mo"re if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or roof 
insulatiory). and by whether any of six categorieS of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 
insulation, ca.ulking or weather stripping, and other insulation) 
were. added to the housing unit during the 12·months prior to 
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied one-unit 
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective window cov,ering-This 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have protective 
coverings over some, but not all windows. 

Storm doors-This category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
included. Housing units with "some doors covered" have 
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering,. fiberglass batting, and 
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Wall insulation-This category refers to any type of fiber, 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows­
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview .. "Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer. 
"Weather stripping". refers to the application of a thin 
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insula~ion-Th is item refers to any type of home in­
sulation other than those mentioned above, such as the 
insulating of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the in­
sulating of floors or crawl 'spaces. The data for this item are 
only available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months-This item 
presents dal:a on insulation added br installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 
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Cost of insulation added or installed·during last 12 months­
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of 
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation." 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
'.'group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on a 
single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been cor_rected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty· plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 

_nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one stjuare foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on. whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit.' The holes do not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused 
by _nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-StatiStics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which 
the sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded 
up if they are abandoned, permanently vacant, and show severe 
signs of neglect; have most of their visible windows broken or 
missing; or have their windows and doors covered by wood, 
metal, or some other similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion· of his house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre­
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
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common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" .re~lect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail in gs. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public halls are presented for housing units in structures of two 
or more units with public halls which have light fixtUres, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out· 
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as ex­
posed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets jn each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose householder has been at 
the present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the 
interview. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the 
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or 
equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit 
does not have all three specified plum~ing facilities (hot a_nd 
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing units. 
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Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclUsive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-"A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdiVision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an unde,rground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhoo.d septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified ''as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one 
heating-cooliflg system which utilizes indoor and O'utdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central hedting system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are per· 
manently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor, wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm air to the roOm 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 
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"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, 
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

Fireplaces and heating stoves-Data are shown for occupied 
housing units having a fireplace or heating stove ln working 
order, and for the main type of fuel used in the fireplace or 
heating stove during the 12 months prior to the interview. 
If the main fuel used was wood or wood byproducts, data are 
presented showing whether or not all the wood or wood 
byproducts were purchased. Wood byproducts include paper, 
synthetic logs, wood chips, charcoal, or any other products 
that are derived from natural wood. 

Supplemental cooling equipment-This item refers to occupied 
housing units having central air conditioning. "Individual room 
air-conditioning unit" includes any type of air-conditioning 
unit that is installed in the wall or in a window and does not 
have a duct system. "Awnings" include any type of window 
coverings such as metal or cloth that are hung over the outside 
of the window to reduce the amount of light or heat entering 
the window. "Dehumidifier" includes any equipment or ap­
pliance that is used to remove excess moisture from the air. 
"Ceiling fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that is 
installed in the ceiling and is used only to circulate air. "Attic 
fan" refers to Bny type of motor driven fan that is installed in 
the ceiling or attic and is used to pull hot air from a room or 
from the house. "Window fan" refers to any motor driven 
fan intended to be inserted into a window and is used to cir­
culate air or to exhaust hot air. "Portable fan" refers to any 
fan that can be hand carried easily, such as a floor or table fan. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip­
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water sup­
plementing the housing units regular water heating equipment. 
The statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water 
and the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar 
heat. 

App-13 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the householder must have moved into the 
unit prior to February 1980. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term "speci­
fied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the 
regular system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources 
of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, 
may have been used only in the mornings or on very cold eve­
nings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are 
not considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom­
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were ·excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual 
room controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking­
"Utility gas" ls gas which is piped through underground pipes 
from a central system and serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, 
tank, or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles 
which are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" 
is heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for 
use by the heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"Electricity" is generally supplied by means of above or under­
ground electric power lines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
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any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

Extermination service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 
for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they ~ad seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food 
containers. "Regular extermination service" refers to periodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals 
'and sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, four times a year, or 
any other such interval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is called only when 
needed by the household or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it is not known whether 
the service is regular or irregular. "No extermination service" 
includes units in a house or building that has not been serviced 
during the 12 months prior to the interview and where it is not 
known if there is any extermination service. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 

' ...... 

Value-income ratio-The value-income. ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money in­
come of the family or primary individual. The data are pre­
sented for the same owner-occuPied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com­
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or 
more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occu­
pied by families or primary individuals.who reported no income 
or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is the 
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The sta-
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tistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport o~ property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as ·lawn equip­
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the woperty. Ex­
cluded are garages or carports that have been converted to other 
uses such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, 
an area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be. 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish­
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data ex­
clude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds~mortgage bonds,. 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on tile property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase•' agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units with no mortgage." Also included in this cate­
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the ~ccupant owns the unit but 
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Major source of downpayment-This item refers to the source of 
the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or con­
dominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing 
other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure 
was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes· and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with install· 
ment loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner­
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even 
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 
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Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner­
occupied, one-unit Structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last Year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separatt 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the com­
putation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that ·is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc .. 
Homeowners' policies are a_lso included since this type of insur­
ance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types of 
homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the insUr­
ance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a separate 
amount· for the insurance was obtained. The amount of the 
insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an entire 
12-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property~insurance is shown only as a component of "selected 
monthly housing costs" and "selected monthly housing costs as 
percentage of income." The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres: The data exclude owner-occupied coopera­
tive and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa­
rately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner­
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri­
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for 
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install­
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the 
monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment loan 
contract, real 1estate taxes (including taxes on mobile home or 
trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities 
(electricity, gas, water,' and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar. debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also 
included in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by .12) are expressed as a percentage of the total incorne of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa­
rately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a 
percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or pri­
mary individuals who reported no inconie or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported'.' category. 

Alterations and repairs during the ·last 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 m6nths prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

The data are presented according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by t~e occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250, it 
was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs by 
themselves cost $250 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, 
or below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed 
space within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be construction of other 
buildings on the property. The building, such as a garage, 
may not necessarily be attached. 

Alterations-These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outside of a structure inclUding the surrounding 
grounds. Alterations inside the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent modificatiOn of space; for 
example, construction of a br~akfast nook in a kitchen. 
It may involve completely remodeling a room, such as a 
kitchen or bathroom, or a structural change, such as separa­
tion of living and dining areas by a permanent room divider. 
It may also include a~tached equipment installed in the house 
for the first time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Alterations out­
side the structure consist of installing walks, driveways, 
fences, storm windows or doors, planting trees or shrubbery, 
or swimming pools built into the ground. 

ReplC!cements-This refers to the complete substitution of a 
new piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances 
for an old item that was previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning system for one that 
no longer .functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such 
as clothes washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 
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Repairs-This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equip­
ment; for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mend­
ing water pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such 
as a furnace valve. 

Purchase price of mobile home-Th is item refers to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time for purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the cufrent owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure-. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent ~xclude one-unit structures on 
10. acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without pay­
ment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con­
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, 
etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by 
someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in 
addition to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus •. gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not re-· 
stricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of 
cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for ~onsub­
sidized housing units excludes urlits reported in public housing 
projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent 
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subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. In 
this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on gov­
ernment or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject to 
the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsi­
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a percent­
age of the total income of the family or primary individual. The 
percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units for 
whiCh gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross rent as 
percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain renter-, 
occupied housing units. The percentage is computed separately 
for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole number. For 
gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are used in the com­
putation. Units for which no cash rent is paid and units oc­
cupied by families or primary individuals who report no income 
or a net toss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income­
This item is computed,-in the same manner as "gross rent as per­
centage of income" except that rents and incomes for pub I ic 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubsi­
dized units in this report are not based on government or local 
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respond­
ent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbaQe collection}-Counts are shown sepa­
rately for units in .which garbage collection is included in the 
rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied unit.s for which 
cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres or 
more. 

Included are units which have garbage collection service 
available in connection with the building. The service may be 
public or private and must be available without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data 
refer to the garbage collection service. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing·unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately .for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal, kero­
sene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units in 
which the rent includes payment for utilities and;fuels, as well 
as garbage collection service. · 

Public, private. or subsidized housing-A housing unit is classi­
fied as being in a "public houSing project" if the structure in 
which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authc;irity 
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or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as "private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays·paf.f' 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include ( 1) the interest subsidy pro­
grams of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan pro· 
gram of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one­
unit structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsub­
sidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A h6usehold consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same· as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The h~useholder is the first household member 
1 B years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying ~he sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 18 years old or old~r. In all the previous AHS re· 
ports 11973 to 1979). the concept "head" of household was 
used. One person in each household was designated as the head, 
that is the person who was regarded as the head by the respond­
ent. However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented sepa~ately for two-or-more­
person households and for one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married couple families, no nonrelatives-EaCh ho.usehold in 
this group consists of the householder and spouse, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder-This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife 
absent because of separation ·or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and male householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with male householder, wife present and non­
relatives living w_ith them. 
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Other female householder:.... This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason· where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female house­
holders who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included 
are households with female householder, husband present 
and r:-ionrelatives I iving with them. 

Households ·Consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-person households." 

Family or. primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the householder and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household who are related· to the householder 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone 
or with nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a 
"primary individual." 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are 
included in the family and are not considered as separate 
families. A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the 
householder is considered a member of the ·household but not 
of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or­
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as other male or female house­
holder. Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
one-person households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the house­

holder, who are members of the household and are 65 years old 
and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 

over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single (never 

married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a house­
holder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 
total count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption ex­
cept wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 



App·l 8 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, 
resident employees, wards, and foster children are included in 
this category. 

Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the One in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, ·whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or piofessional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are reported as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders, whose highest giade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school; were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having compieted a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and non­
credit adult education classes is not counted as "regular 
schooling." 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time ~o work­
The statistics are restricted to householders who had a job 
the week prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for reg.ular part-time or full-time work for pay 
every week or every month. Householders who do not report 
to the same place of work every day comprise the "no fixed 
place of work" category. 

Householder's principal means of transponation to work-If 
different means of transportation are used on different days, 
the means used most often is recorded. If more than one 
means of transportation is used each day, the means cover­
ing the greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" is where 
one or more persons regularly ride in the car with the house· 
holder; the householder. may share driving, drive others, or 
ride with someone else. The category "mass transportation" 
includes railroad, subway, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one­
way distance the householder travels from home to work. 

Travel time from home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the householder to travel one-way from home 
to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of .the 
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amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self­
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money· income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health' insurance pre· 
miums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of. the family or primary individual occupying the housing 
unit, i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the 
family and all other members of the family 14 years old and 
over, or the income of the primary individual. Incomes of 
persons living in the unit but not related to the houSeholder are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis· 
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes m~ney income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and tl-ust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
frOf!1 property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare pay~ents which 
include cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assiStance, aid to families with dependent 
child~en; and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insur~nce benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen· 
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Ad min· 
istration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors 
of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic re· 
ceipts from insi.Jrance policies or annuities; alimony or child sup­
port from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling ~ains; ·and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such prop­
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living in the same house· 
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hold; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1980, the income data 
refer to the 12·months prior to the in~erview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar yea,r 1969, b.ut the house_hold 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family 'during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with. the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons w~o did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
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family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were mem­
bers of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while- other income d.ata 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. Additional differences in the income data may be 
attributed to the various ways income questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other !)ureau surveys and censuses, 
survey procedures and techniques, and proCessing procedures. 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire I 't86 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS •• 

Urban and rural residence 
Fa.rm~onfarm residence •. 

Counties .......... . 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical 

Areas ............. . 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA· 
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ••••••• 

General ..•....•...... 
Comparability with 1973 

through 1979 Annual 
Housing Surveys •••••• 

Comparability with 1970 
Cena11 of Housing data .. 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Housing data .. 

Comparability with 1970 and 
1980 Censuses of Population 
data .............. . 

Comparability with other 
current reports ........ . 

Living Quarters .......... . 

Housing units •••••• 

Group quarters ........ . 
Rules for mobile homes, 

hotels, rooming houses, etc, 

Institutions , , .. , . , , . , 

Year-round housing units .• 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construe· 
tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ....... , 

Units lost through other 
means .. , ....... . 

Unspecified units .... , 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac· 
teristics ............. . 

Population in housing units .. 

Occupied housing units. 

Race ..... . 
Spanish origin .. 

Tenure ...... . 
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App-3 
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App-3 
App-4 

App-4 

App-6 

App-6 

App.5 

App-5 

App.5 

App.5 
. App-6 

App-6 

App-6 
App-6 

App·6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

App-7 

Site tenure • . . . . . • . · . . . 

Cooperatives and condomin-
iums .........•..•.• 

Year householder moved Into 
unit ......... . 

Vacant housing units. -..••. 

Vacancy status . . • . . .• 

Homeowner vacancy rate 

Rental vacancy rate .... 

D~ration of vacancy •.•. 

Housing unit boarded up • 

Utilization Characteristics . 

Persons ........ . 

Rooms ........ . 

Persons per room . . . 

Bedrooms ...... . 

Structural Characteristics 

· ConVentional housing units 

Complete kitchen facilities. 

Year structure built .... . 
Units in structure .. ·, , ... . 

Elevator in structure ..... . 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes ......•.... 

Interior walls and ceilings .. 

Interior floors ........ . 

Abandoned or boarded-up 
buildings on same street 

Plumbing Characteristics, .. 

Plumbing facilities ... . 

Complete bathrooms .. . 

Source of water or water 
supply ........ . 

Sewage disposal .. . 

Equipment and Fuels .. 

Telephone available. 

Heating equipment . 

Air conditioning •.. 

House heating fuel 

Financial Characteristics ... 

Value ..•...... 

Value-income ratio .. . 
Sales price asked ....... . 
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App-8 
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App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-10 

'App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

. App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

Garage or carport on property. 

Mortgage ........... . 

Installment loan or contract. 

Monthly mortgage payment , 

Real estate taxes last veer .. . 
Property insurance · ...... . 

Selected monthly housing costs 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile home acquired . 

Mobile home acquired new 

Contract rent . . . . . . . . . 

Grou rent ........... . 

Gross rent in nonsubstdized 
housing .......... . 

Gross rant as percentage of 
income .......... . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing as percentage of 
income ........... . 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and 
trash collection and furniture I 

Rent asked ........... . 
Public, private, or subsidized 

housing ......... . 

Household Characteristics .. 
Household ..... : . · .. 

Householder .......... . 

Household composition by 
age of householder . . . . •. 

Family or primary individual . 

Subfamily ........... . 

Age of householder ...... . 

Penons 65 yean old and over . 

Own children . . • . . . . • . . 

Other relative of householder . 

Nonrelative . . . . . . . . . . . 

Yean of school completed by 
householder . . . . . . . . . . 

Income .......••.. 

FACSMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 1980 •.• 
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App-11 
App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 
App-12 

App-12 

App-12 
App-12 

App-12 

·App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 
App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 
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App-14 

App-14 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (al places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns. (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin). but excluding those housing units in the rural 
portions of extended cities; (bl unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, i~corporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 

classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(l l·A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the sa~e as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 or .more acres 
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from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more 
during the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places 
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period prior to 
the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which do not 
i:neet the definition for farm housing· are classified as nonfarm. 
All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in. this State, areas 
designated. as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperatiori with the Census 
Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more 
cities that are independent of any county; for statistical pur­
poses, these independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 

· the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
-- named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 

~';, 

Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's were 
added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management"and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

... Except in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
~:·~·\;);,~~statistical area is a county or group of contiguous counties 
'"":'"f· .' ' ~i Which contains at lea"st one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, 

or "twin cities" with a combined population of at least 50,000. 
In a

1

ddition to the county or counties containing such a city or 
, ::. cities, contiguous counties are included in an SMSA if, 

according to certain criteria, they are socially and economically 
integrated with the central city. In the New England States, 
SMSA's consist of towns and cities instead of counties. Each 
SMSA must include at least one central city, and the complete 
title of an SMSA identifies the central city or cities. ·For a 
detailed description of the criteria used in defining SMSA's, see 
the Bureau of the Budget publication cited in the preceding 
paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. ' 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey Was conducted by personal interview. The survey 
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interviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problem or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1979 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1980 reports are. essentially the same, However, there 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses 
bet'l'!een the 1973 report and the 1974 through 19~0 reports. In 
the 1974 through 1980 reports, the data refer,, to losses of 
individual housing units, but, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which the 
unit was located w~s lost from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1980 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and;; unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
.partiCular s1.:1bject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken iri making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1980 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "reCent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). -In. the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Censu_s of Housing reports, different time 'periods were 
used. In Volume II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the 
shortest time period for "year mOYed into unit," is "1969 to 
March 1970" (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 
{apprOximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover 

Households, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 
(approximately 5 years). 

. Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey d_ata and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive ~se of self· 
enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview in 
the Annual Housing Survey; differences i~ processing 
procedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
samPling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with. the sample data from the census; the nonsa'mpling errors 
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associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census.· Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these 
components are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1980 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census ta bu· 
lations of the "year structure built" item; i.e., housing units built 
in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new construction." 

Data as of 1971 for "mortgage status," "real estate taxes last 
year," and "selected monthly housing costs''. are presented in 
the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental 
properties, including characteristics of the mortgages, 
pioperties, and owners.,,.. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in th is report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, ceal estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1980 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS). 

There are two significant differences, however, in the housing 
unit definition. First, in the 1980 AHS, the housing unit defini· 
tion requires a unit to be separate living quarters, having either 
direct access or complete kitchen facilities. For the 1980 census, 
the complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with 
direct access required of all units. Second, in the 1980 census, 
vacant mobile homes are included in the housing inventory 
provided they are intended for occupancy on the site where 
they stand. In the 1980 AHS, all vacant mobile homes are 
excluded from the housing inventory. 

There are several other major differences between the 1980 
census and the 1980 AHS. In the 1980 AHS, living arrange­
ments containing five or more persons, not related to the 
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person in charge, were classified as group quarters. In the 1980 
census, the requirement was raised to nine or more persons not 
related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identified in the 1980 
AHS. These units were not identified separately in the 1980 
census, but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied 
units. The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent aAfi 
renter-occupied condominium units. 

Additionally,. in the 1980 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and.telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 

"· items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other defini· 
tional differences are disrussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 An.nual Housing 
Survey. data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self enumera­
tion in the census in contrast to personal interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variabiity of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; 
to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the 

· sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling 
errors associ~ted with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions-the 
highest grade or year of regular sch_ool each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to a single question-the 
hi!tiest grade or year of regular school completed by the house­
holder. Therefore, the 1980 Annual Housing Survey may over­
state the education level of the householder; that is; respondents 
may have repori:ed the 9rade or year the householder was cur· 
rently enrolled in or had last been enrolled in whether or not 
the grade or year was completed. 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some ·of the 
other cufrent Census Bureau. reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 

the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey _with data from other current surve"ys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Ho~sing 

Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside s~andard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 78,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 70,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 

·- ·-·· -----
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the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1980 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Diff~rences may be attributed to factors sUch as sampling 
variabili~y, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 

· survey of approximately 78,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several p~ blications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, .there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 
months prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." 
In the Current Population Survey, individuals whose current 
place of residence is different from that of March 1970 are 
classified as "movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period 
covering income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 
months prior to the date of the interview, while the time period 
for income data iii the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. 
For "years of school completed by householder," the difference 
cited in the section, "Comparability with 1970 Census of Popu­
lation data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sarr\pling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the . two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Owne/-ship-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased iter:ns. The data can be obtained 
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
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the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey reflect 
the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used 
by any member of the household, including· nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed ~o such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

' ,. 
Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
Current Construction Reports. The data for these. reports are 
primarily from .the Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Surv~y of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the U_nited States. The 
reports from the survey Contain current data on h'ousing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in pernlit-i~suing places, 
new one-family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new · 
housing. and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and definitions used in·this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac­
teristics of housing units in various stages of ·construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing survey Shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1980 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 

The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs iS a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-oCcupied hous.ing units, sin91e as weli as 
multiunit structures, and units on 10 acres or more: The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to 1-unit: 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business ~n property. 
For additional information on the Survey ot Residential 
Alterations and Repairs, see Current Construction RepOrts, 
Series. C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. ' 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures' intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or mqtel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structUres intended for non­
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a 
watchman lives}, as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
rai I road cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
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as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together. or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who ·share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For. vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarten-GrouP quarters are living arrangements for 
institutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the pe~son in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, 
military barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries. convents, and ships. A house or 

· apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives, or, if there is no 
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information 
on the housing diarac1:eristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents. boats, or railroad cars are not 
considered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or 
used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels. motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels; and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
ocrupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated 'to the householder, 
they are classified as one hoUsing unit; if the combined quarters 
contain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residenc~ hall. or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if theY satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. 
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lnstitutioru-Lliving quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-D~ita on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. VaCirit 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However. this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1980 reports show_n for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1980 tabulations included ari .estimation pro· 
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 
and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
Appendix B-Source and Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were combined with 
several categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not 
occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) and 
adjusted to the combined total of the independent estimates for 
these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data for 
"vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all 
year-round housing units" adhere more closely to the inde­
pendently derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 
1974 through 1980 characteristics for "all occupied units," 
"owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, however. 
comparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 

·, 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc­
tion." Information was collected on vacant units. under 
construction at- the time of the interview only if construction 
had proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
units built during this period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1980 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtain_ed 
primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1980 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not completely lost. 
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Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as 8 result of action on the part of the Owner 

is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost . 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole 
structure in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In· 
the 1974 through 19BO surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses, induding losses of 
units in structures which still contained one or more housing 
units. In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 
1970 as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed .. 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 

demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 a~d by.a._;,., .. ,. 
family and five lodgers at the time of the 19So ;..;,;~.,; .. ·:;,~,. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 

either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 

evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so tha.t 
further occupancy is prohibited. 

4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
'5. 'units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

ihe same area do not necessarily result in a net loss frotji th8 
total inventory since they presumably represent units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory 
through means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 
through 1980 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still. 
contained one or mor~ housing units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of change in the, 
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey 
provides no specific measures. The survey pro.cedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added. 

from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 

effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing. 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conve~ion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such c~anges as adding a room or 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a si.mple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off 
o~e or more rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining ~o or more housing units into 'fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration'·includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a si~ple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration: . such' as unlocki'1g a door. which formerly 

Separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when ~ family occupies both floors of a house 

which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construc­

tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
cre8ted frOm nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn .. Also included are units moved from one site to 

an~th~r. ~udt units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 

which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing uniu-lncluded are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

OcCupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a perscin or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or 'if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 

entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear­
cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer 
was to report the race of the householder in three categories: 
White, Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes 
American !ndlan, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black householders; uniu with hous .. 
holders of tither races are included in the total 'in table 1 of 
parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics 
of units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 
The classifi~ation ~f race in the Annual Housin9 Survey was 
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made by the interviewer based on his own observation. In the 
1970 and 1980 censuses, race was essentially a self-classification 
by people according to the race with which they identified 
themselves. 

·Si>anish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. 
Detailed characteristics of units with householder of Spanish 
oriQin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on ,the basis of a question that asked for self· 
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their origin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care shoul~ be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 census, 
and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identified according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research ·indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1980 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. , 

Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or co11dominium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owner or C<H>wner lives in it. All other 
occupied units are classified as "renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants .own or are 
buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash 
rent for the site. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units are owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or ·house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common qr joint . 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators; etc. 
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Cooperative or ·condominium ownership may apply to 
various types of structures including single-family houses, 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
infonnation reported for the householder and refer to the.year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into;a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart· 
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire house­
hold moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected 
for the head of household. For an explanation, see the defini­
tion of householder on page App-13. 

VacaOt housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by ·persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New: units not yet occupied are cla.ssified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or 
doorS no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 

· unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is, t:? be 
demolished or is condemned. ·Also excluded are quart•rs.being 
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used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store !Jr ~!1 
offite; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies cir 
inveritory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
Intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach . 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for 
occupancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only~' also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 
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For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent'~· also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent' has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round 

?
1VaCant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 
tl 
. Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occUpied,-iSclBssified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
tem~rarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This. category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify_ homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhf!re)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city were in the survey 
sample, it would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included i!1 the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

' ·Other vacant-If a Vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
'• a~\1 of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 

classified as "other vacant." For example, this category 
includes units held for settlement of ~n estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also 
included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended fOr seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1980 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory:" "year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year­
round, held for occasional use," and "year-round, other·vacant" 
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in, the 1974 through 1980 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1980, the estimation procedure adjusted the suivey 
counts of "Vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates. 
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(See section on· "Estimation" in Appendix 8-Source and 
Reliability of the Estimates.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold. not occupied; held _for 
occasional use; and other vacant) and Vtl'ere adjusted to the 
combined total of the independent estimates for these cate­
gories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner v~cancy rate-The 1980 homeowner vacancy rate is 
the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not o~upied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occup!ed. 

.I 
Rental vacancy rate -The 1980 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of ye~r-round vacant units for rent as a percent ·of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not o~upied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved froni the unit to the date of th~ interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date cc;>nstruction was completed. For 
recently conv~rted or merged units, the time is rePorted from 
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro­
vided for vacant housing_ units. "Boarded up'' refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to P.revent entry into the housing unit. A 1-unit struc­
ture or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit ~re counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the house­
holder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees who share the living 
quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, he~d of house· 
hold was used, see definition of householder on page App.13.) 
The data on "persons" show categories of the nuffiber Of one­
person through seven-or-more-person households by the number 
of housing units. ·r 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voling residence, or domicile. " 
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Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of 
housing units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted 
include whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living 
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or 
basement rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed 
porches that are suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. 
Also included are rooms used for offices by a person living in 
the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabirets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms,. unfinished attics or 
ba~ements, other. unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more th3n one unit, the 
room· is included with the unit from which it is most easily 
reached. 

Penons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupi.ed housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer. therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedroom~ in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bed­
rooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other 
purposes, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living 
room with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A 
housing unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room 
efficiency apartment.. is classified by definition as having no 
bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as 
mobile homes or trailers by this survey are classified as 
conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the 
·structure. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with 
only portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a 
range or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 

' . 
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all· equipmeni located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Vear structure built-"Vear structure· built" refers to when the 
j.·; 

building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods·and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year Was assum~ to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estima.te and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly· classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the~r:iumber of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occ~pied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing 
units in structures of .specified type and si.ze, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing 
walls that extend from ground to ·roof. Structures containing 
only one housing unit are further classified as detached or 
attached. .. ,. 

A 1-unit structure is detached if it has &Pen space on all four 
sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 1-unit 
structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending from 
ground to roof which divide it .from other adjoining stfuctures, 
such as in row houses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shoWn a~ a separate categor:y. 
i When one or more rooms have be~n adde~ to a mobile hom~ .. or 
'trailer, it is classified as a 1-unit structure. If, however, orll,Y: a 
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "elevator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or 
more which have a passenger elevator. Units are i"n a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the _structu.re has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service.is for freight. 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are~ considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small numbe'i~grouped together on 
a single site or adjacent sites. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes .and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior walls or ceilings:of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through . 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairlin~ cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are n.ot large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very .smaH!holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 
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Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floon-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to go 
through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects. 

Abandoned or boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics 
on abandoned or boarded-up buildings on the same street are 
based on the interviewer's observation from the main entrance 
of the building in which the sample unit is located. Buildings are 
classified as abandoned or boarded up if they are permanently 
vacant and show severe signs of neglect, have most of their 
visible windows broken or missing, or have their windows and 
doors covered by wood, metal, or some other similar material to 
prevent entry. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or. 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room., 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit 
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and 
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or show:er and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which ar~ also for t~e use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
oompany" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 

APPENDIX A-'Continued 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected! to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A ·~septic tank 9r cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for whiCh sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing·1units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the numQer of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through duct~ leading to 
various rooms. A ','heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one 
heating-cooling systBr'!l which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that'are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through 
radiators or other · oi.Jtlets. "Built-in electric, units" are 
permanently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor, wall, o~ pipeless furnace" delivers warm air to the room 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters,· 
' convector~, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to.a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or ·portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. · 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
o~e room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
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afr-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building; each 
apartment may have its own central system; or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual room 
controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-"Utility gas" is gas piped through under­
, ground pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. 
"Bottled·, tank; or LP.gas" is stored in tanks which a're refilled 
Or exchanged when empty. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. "Other fuel" 
includes any other fuel Such as solar heat, briquettes made of 
pitch and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimat~ of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only· for 1-unit structures on less 

. than 10 acres having no oommercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 

Value-tncome ratio-The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money 
income of the family or primary individual. The data are 
presented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was 
computed separately f9r .each unit and was rounded to the 
nearest tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to 
select an appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value 
intervals were used in the computation of the value-income 
ratio, except-that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less 
than $5,000 and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of 
$300,000 or more. For income, the dollar arpounts were used. 
Units occupied by families or primary individuals who reported 
no income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

.The 1980 income statistics ari: for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income st.atlstics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is the 
amount asked. for the property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for 
.sale 1-unit structures on less than 10. acres having no com­
mercial establishment or medical or, dental office on the 
property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently aVf:lilable f!lr use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn 
equipment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it 
·may be completely unattached, but it must be on the property. 

./ 
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Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to 
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business 
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for. some reason 
cannot be used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, 1-unit 
structures on less than 10.acres having no commercial establish­
ment or medical or dental office on'.the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgage refers . to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party. known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a I ien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been·made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
.category "units with no mortgage." Also included ir:1 this 
category are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage 
but pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit 
bu~ leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Installment. loan or contract-The data are limited to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 aaes. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with installment 
loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner­
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or .dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even 
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner­
occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 acres· having no 
commercial establishment or medical- or dental office on the 

·property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile· homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all rear estate 
taxes payable on. the entire property during the last billing _ 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the. mean real estate taxes for last year per $1',000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the 
computation of the mean. 
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Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of 
insurance has fire and hazard insurance together with other 
types of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of 
the insurance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of 
the insurance premium reported was -the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more install­
ments. Property insurance is shown only as a component of 
"Selected monthly. housing costs" and "Selected monthly 
housing costs as percentage of income." The data are 
presented separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on 
less than 10 acres with no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing com-The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, 1-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner­
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs 
is the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or 

. installment loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes 
on mobile home or trailer site if the site is owned), property 
insurance, utilities (electricity, gas, water, .and sewage disposal), 
fuel (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage .and trash 
collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also 
included in the "not reported" category. 

S"elected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the· 
family,or primary individual. This percentage is presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed 
separately for each unit and.was rounded to the nearest tenth of 
a per~nt. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss 
comprise the category "not computed." 

Households that did ·not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

APPENDIX A~Continued 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers' to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home:or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as·a gift. 

,' 
Year mobile home acquired-This 'item pertain~: to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the current owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or.trailer was manufactured. "AcquirE!d" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possesSion such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no. other person Or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent ~greed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
inc;luded. The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit stru~ures on 10 
acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not 
restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment 
of cash rent are sh-own separcitely as "no cash rent',. in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the 
contract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of 
utilities (electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, 
wood, etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for 
by someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency; or friend) in 
addition to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utiliti~,s. or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended,to eliminate 
differentials ·which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computatiorl process. 

The statistics on rent exclude 1-unit structures on 10 aaes or 
more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are ~ot restricted 
by acreage. Renter units occupied without paymenf ~f cash rent 
are shown Sf!!parately as "no cash rent" in the rent, tabulations. 

f, 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non· 
subsidized housing units excludes units report0d in public 
housing projects, units with ·Fedifral, State, or local government ., 
rent subsidies, as well as l·unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government· or local records; the figures are, ther~fore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as 
subsidized-or nonsubsidized housing. ' 

' 
Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a 
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percentage of the total income of the family or primary 
individual. The percentage is presented for the same renter­
occupied units for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the 
statistics on gross rent as percentage of income reflect the 
exclusion of certain renter-occupied housing units. The 
percentage is computed separately for each unit and is rounded 
to the nearest whole number. For gross rent and income, the 
dollar amounts are used in the computation. Units for which no 
cash ·rent is paid and units occupied by families or primary 
individuals who report no income or a net loss comprise the 
category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidiz'ed housing as percentage of income­
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on non· 
subsidized units in this report are not based on government or 
local records; they. are, therefore, subject to the ability of a 
respondent to properly classify the unit as ·subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage and trash collection and furniture)­
Counts are shown separately for units in vvh ich garbage and 
trash collection and furniture are included in the rent. The data 
are restricted to renter-occupied units for which cash rent is 
paid and exclude 1-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage and trash collection-Included are units which have 
garbage and trash collection se.rvice available in connection 
with the building. The service may be public or private and 
must be available without additional cost to the renter. If the 
garbage (food waste) is collected by one company and the 
trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another. the data refer to the 
garbage collection service. In tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C 
separate counts are also shown for renter-occupied units 
reporting additional amounts paid for garbage and trash 
collection service. 

f:uffliture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or 
houses in which the management supplied major pieces of 
furniture such as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and 
chair5 for the use of the occupant. Refrigerator. cooking 
range or stove, lamps, and rugs are not considered furniture. 
Housing units in which the occupants rent furniture from 
some source other than the management are not classified as 
furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, 
excluding l·unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent 
asked is shown separately for units in· which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas •. and water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for 
units in which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, 
as well as garbage and trash collection service. 

•; 
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· Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a "public housing project" if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing 
authority or other public agency, such as a housing and 
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency, and 
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive 
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local 
agency owns the property. All other housing units are classified 
as "private housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include (1) the interest subsidy 
programs of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop· 
ment (HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate· 
income families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of 
the rent for low-income families occupying certain types of 
rental housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan 
program of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude 1-unit 
structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or 
nonsubsidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all ttie persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In all the previous AHS re­
ports ( 1973 to 1979) the concept "head" of household was 
used. One person in each household was designated as the head, 
that is the per5on who was regarded as the head by the respond­
ent. However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more· 
person households and for one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married couple families, no nonrelatives-Each househo.ld in 
·this group consists of the householder and spouse, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder-This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and mal~ householders. 
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who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with male householder. wife present and non· 
relatives living with them. 

Other female householder-This category includes househo.lds 
with female householders who are married, b.ut with husband 
abse.nt because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; a~d femcile house­
holders who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included 
are households with female householder, husband present 
and non relatives living with. them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male head and female head_ under the category 
''one-person households." 

Family or prirriary indi_vidual-HoLising units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the householder and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household who are related to the householder 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone 
or with nonrelatives only, then the" householder, is considered a 
"primary individual." 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are 
included in the family and are not considered as separate 
families. A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the 
householder is considered a member of the household but not 
of the family. 

In the statistics on household compoSition, families are 
always include~ in one of the three major groups of two-or­
more-person househol.ds. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as other male or female house­
holder. Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated aS 
one-person households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own ·single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persoris 65 years old and over-All persons, including the house­
holder, who are members of the household and are 65 years old 
and over, are included in the count Of persons 65 years oid and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of · 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single (never 
married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a house· 
holder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 
tbtal count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by·blood, marriage, or adoption ex· 
cept wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 
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· Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any Person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 

. ' 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, 
resident employees, wards, and foster children are,'included in 
this category. 

I 
·Years of.school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in.: which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities~ or Professional schools, whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was. full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diplom~, or cOllege, 
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if\ the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school irl' the regular 
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed· 
was in a· foreign school system or in an ungraded :school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were nO.t 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the following types of schools is not counted ':as "regular 

. ' 

schooling:".Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the~sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net, sel_f­
employment income, Social Security or railroaq retirement 
income, public assistance. or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health in~urance 

premiuins, Medicare deductions, etc. 
In this report series, the statistics relate to ihe m~ney income. 

of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the family and 
all other members of the family 14 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons.living in 
the unit but not related to· the householder are not included 
in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
receiVed ·for work performed as an employee at anV ti~e during 

._ the 12-month .peri.od prior to .the interview. It in~.ludes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bOnuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self·employment income is defined 
·as net money income. (gross.receipts mii:ius operating expenses} 
·received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or rai!road retirement income includes cash 
receipts . of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; 
disability insurance programs for retired persons, d8pendents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; ·and deduCtions 
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for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act_are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received ,from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental inCome (or loss) 
from property. rentals; net receipts tram roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which 
inClude cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's 
compensati9n cash benefits: periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to 
survivors of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; 
periodic receipts from iilsurance policies or annuities; alimony 
or child support from persons who are not members of the 
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and 
fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food s~amps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax rt?fLind; withdrawal of bank 
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deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of -money between relatives living in the same 
householp; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, in· 
heritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1980, the income data. 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part· of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, f~mily income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time pe"riod 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while other income data 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview.· Additional differences in the income data may be 
attributed to the various ways income questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, 
survey procedures and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1980 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS •• 

Urban and rural residence . 
Farm-nonfarm residenca .. 

Counties .......... . 
Standard metropolitan statistical 

areas, .............. . 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANA· 
. TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ..•••. 

General ... , .. , ..... . 
Comparability with 1973 

through 1979 Annual 
Housing Surveys ..... · 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data. 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Housing data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 
1980 Censuses of Population 
data ........... . 

Comparability with other 
current reports .... , . 

Living Quarters .. . 

Housing units . . . . . . . . . . 
Group quaners ........ . 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels. rooming houses, etc .. 

Institutions .......... . 
Vear-round housing units .. . 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construc-
tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ......... . 

Units lost through other 
means ............ . 

Unspecified units ....... . 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac-
teristics ............ . 

Population in housing units 
Occupied housing units. 
Race ..... . 
Spanish origin . 
Tenure· .... . 

Site tenure .. . 
Previous occupancy. 
Cooperatives and condomin· 

iums ........... . 
Duration of occupancy .. 

Vear householder moved 
into unit ........ . 

Recent movers. . . . . . . . . 

Present and previous units of 
recant movers , . , . , . 

"Same or different house· 
holder .......... . 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence ...... . 
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Housing unit boarded up .. 
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Rooms ...... . 
Persons per room . 
Bedrooms ..... 
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Conventional housing units 
Complete kitchen facilities. 

Basement ........ . 
Vear structure built .. . 
Units in structure .. , . 

Elevator in structure .. 

Insulation ....... ·-~ ... . 
Insulation added or installed 

during last 12 months .... 

Cost of insulation added or in­
stalled during last 12 months~ 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes ........... . 

Roof ........... . 
Interior walls and ceilings 
Interior floors ....... . 

Boarded-up buildings on same 
street ............ . 

Overall opinion of structure. 

Common stairways ..... . 
Light fixtures in public halls. 
Electric wiring. . . . . . . . 
Electric wall outlets. . . . . . . 
Electric fuse blowouts ... 

Plumbing Characteristics. 
Plumbing facilities .... . 
Completa bathrooms ... . 
Source of water or water 

supply ........... . 
Sewage disposal ...... . 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services. 
Telephone available .. 
Heating equipment .. 

Fireplaces and heating 
stoves. , . , ......... . 

Supplememal cooling 
equipment .......... . 

Supplemental heating 
equipment acquired during 
last 12 months ........ . 

· Supplemental solar water 
heating equipment .. 

Insufficient heat ...... . 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the rural por­
tions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(l)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which com­
prises the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are 
classified as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or 
more acres from which sales of farm pr0ducts amounted to $50 
or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm prod­
ucts amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period 
prior to the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which 
do not meet the definition for farm housing are classified as 
nonfarm. All Vacant units in rural areas also are classified as 
nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska' has no counties; in this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the· Cen­
sus Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or 
more "cities that are independent of any county; for statistical 
purposes, these independent cities are treated as county equiv­
alents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Print­
ing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's 
were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Man· 
agement and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com­
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coUnties 
are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the Central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen­
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria 
used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publica­
tion cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in th~ introduction, the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey in­
terviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problems or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1979 Annual Housing Sur­
veys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1980 reports are essentially the same. However, there 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1980 reports. In 
the 1974 through 1980 reports, the data refer to losses of 

. individual housing units. Also, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1980 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix Bl. 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 1980 survey. 
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There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 

the "recent mover" classification (see parts O and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time periods were 
used. In Volume 11, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the 
shortest time period for "year moved into unit," is 1969 to 
March 1970 (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (ap­
proximately 2 years); and in Volume VI I, No. 5, Mover House­
holds, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approx­
imately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1980 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro­
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampliiig errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com­
ponents are shown; Le., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1980 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Componen'tS of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the year-structure-built item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by new construc­
tion. 

Data as of 1971 for nlortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residen'tial Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop­
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
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the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the tOtal amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1980 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS). 

There are two significant differences, however, in the housing 
unit definition. First, in the 1980 AHS, the housing unit defini­
tion requires a unit to be separate living quarters, having either 
direct access or complete kitchen facilities. For the 1980 census, 
the complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with 
direct access required of all units. Second, in the 1980 census, 
vacant mobile homes are included in the housing inventory 
provided they are intended for occupancy on the site where 
they stand. In the 1980 AHS, all vacant mobile homes are 
excluded from the housing inventory. 

There are several other major differences between the 198q 
census and the 1980 AHS. In the 1980 AHS, living arrange­
ments containing five or more persons, not related to the 
person in charge, were classified as group quarters. In the 1980 
census, the requirement was raised to nine or more persons not 
related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identified in the 1980 
AHS. These units were not identified separately in the 1980 
census, but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied 
units. The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and 
renter-occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1980 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other defini­
tional differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 AHS data and the 
1980 census data may be attributed to several factors. These 
include the extensive use of self enumeration in the census in 
contrast to personal interview in the Annual Housing Survey; 
differences in processing procedures; the estimation procedures 
and sample designs; the sampling variability of the estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller extent, the sam­
pling variability associated with the sample data from the 
census; the nonsampling errors associated with the Annual 
Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling. errors asso­
ciated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions: the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1980 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
based on responses to a single question: the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. There· 
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fore, the 1980 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was com­
pleted. 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 78,000 urlits 
(interviews obtained for approximately 70,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1980 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and proc· 
essing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey ,._is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 78,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annu~I Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house· 
holders that moved into their units during the 12 months prior 
to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the Cur­
rent Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified 
as "movers." 

There also rriay be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period cover­
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. For 
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"years of school completed by householder," the difference cited 
in the section, "comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of 
Population data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. , 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the: designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent P'-;Jrchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the p~ice paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be ob· 
tained by writing to the Director, Bur~au of the Census, Wash· 
ington, D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the .number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey re­
flect the number of automobiles and trucks owned <?r regularly 
used by any member of the household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differeryces may be attributed to such, factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of ConstructiofJ. 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
"Current Construction Reports." The data for these .. reports are 
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of app
0

roximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in_ permit-issuing 
places, new one-unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics 
of new housing, and value of new construction put in ·place. The 
concepts and definitions used in this report differ fr~m some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac· 
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1980 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the fiQures from 
the two surveys, survey· procedures and techniques,. and proc· . 
essing procedures. 
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The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing_ units, single as well as multi· 
un_it structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera­
tions and Repairs, see Current" Construction Reports, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either hOusing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment hOuse, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non­
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch­
man lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
rai.lroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group qua~ters are living arrangements for in­
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons· not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, mili­
tary barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it _is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no 
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Informa­
tion on the housing characteristics _of group quarters was not 
collected. 
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Rules for mobile home1, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con-· 
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or useO 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occuPied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of· rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are occu­
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as se"parate housing units.' The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, 
they are. classified as one housing unit; i~ the. combined quarters 
contain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder .or 
person in charge,_ they are classified as group quarters. In ~­

dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are sep?rate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. · 

Institutions-Living quarters of staf.f personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
Vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for se~sonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housirig units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1980 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1980 tabulations included an estimation pro­
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant yea~-round" 

and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
appendix B.) In 1973, ''.vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 
were combined with several categories of year-round vacancies 
(rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and 
other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total of the. inde­
pendent estimates for these categorie.s. Thus, the 1974 through 
1980 data for "vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units 
and for "all year-round housing units" adhere more closely to 
the independently derived current estimates than they did in 
1973. The 1974 through 1980 characteristics for "all occupied 
units," "owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, how­
ever, comparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 
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Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit buJlt in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc­
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under con­
struction at the time of the interview only if construction had 
proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
units built during this period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970to 1980 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new constructiori were obtained 
primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Changel new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1980 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not. completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which . 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole struc­
ture in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 
1974 through 1980 surveys and in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted irr 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component irlcludes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the time of the 1980 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely dam­
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 
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4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represent ,units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 AHS, a housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in which it was located 
was lost to the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 1980 surveys, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses inclUding losses of 
units in structures which Still contained one or more housing 
units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of change in the 
housing inveritory for which the Annual Housing Survey pro­
vides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the t~tal hC?using. 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by convetSion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from ·fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off 
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the. result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door which formerly 
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construc­
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same s_ite, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 
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Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear­
cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer 
was to report the race of the householder in three categories: 
White, Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes 
American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black householders; units with house­
holders of other races are included in the total in table 1 of 
parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics 
of units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 
The classification of race in the Annual Housing Survey was 
made by the interviewer based on his own observation. In the 
1970 and 1980 censuses, race was essentially a self-classification 
by people according to the race with which they identified 
themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. 
Detailed characteristics of units· with householder of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self­
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their oriQin was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970census. 1980census. 
and other current surveys. In the· 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identified according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1980 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other 
occupied units are classified as "renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 
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Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restrict~d to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are 
buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash 
rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that 
some person or persons occupied the sample housing unit prior 
to the householder's or other related household member's 
occupancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
householder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the 
first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a. group of housing units is owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to 
various types of structures including single-family houses, 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the householder; the data refer to 
the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown 
on whether the householder lived in the housing unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." A householder who 
"lived here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

·Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart­
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire house­
hold moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected 
for the head of household. For an explanation, see the defini­
tion of householder on page App-,17. 
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Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter· 
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the householder. 

Present end previous units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house· 
holder at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 

· householder last moved. 

Same or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present 
unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit 
is the same person as the householder in the previous unit 
(identified in the tables as "same householder") is considered 
essentially the same even though there may have been some 
changes in the composition of the household. Conversely, a 
household in which there was no change except for a new 
householder was considered a household with "different 
householder." 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the house­
holder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
from the previous unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take a 
new· job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, com· 
muting reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, familY increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over· 
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor· 
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high· 
way construction, or other public activity, displaced by private 
action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 
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Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood­
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classi­
fication categories refer to the principal reason the house­
holder moved into the present· unit. The category "job 
related reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for \-\'.Ork, to take 
a new job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more 
expensive place or better investment, residence with more 
conveniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other 
housing needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for householders who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted to owner­
occupied units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usu,al place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previ9usly owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have. a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacilnt housing 
units if construction .has reached a point where ·all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or 
doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held,~for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units hel,d for occu· 
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pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round unit-s "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year­
round vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant 
year-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some ,.'second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city were in the survey 
sample, it would be repqrted "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall !nto 
any of the classifications specified in \he distribution, it is 
classified as "other vacant." For example, this category 
includes units held for settlement of an estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also 
included. 
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Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units,. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1980 counts for "seasonal and migratory," 
"year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 
1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1980 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1980, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal an~ 

migratory" units separately to independent current estimotes. 
(See section on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant­
seasonal and migratory" units were combined with several 
categories of year-round vacancies {rented or sold not occupied; 
held for occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to 
the combined total of the independent estimates for these 
categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1980 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e.'. all owner-occupied units 
and year:-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1980 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly construc;ted units 
which have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date construction was completed. For 
recently converted ~r merged units, the time is reported from 
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro­
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 



I 

App-10 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the house· 
holder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees who share the living 
quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of house· 
hold was used, see definition of householder on page App-17). 
The data on "persons" show categories of the number of one­
person through seven-or-more-person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in. the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pull man kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the r.oom 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. · 

Bedroonis-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms ~eserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a hide· 
away bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing- unit con­
sisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency apart· 
ment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, ·and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet. 
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Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as con~entional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical refrig· 
erator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or cook­
stove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, ·including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of· the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number of 
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Year structure built-"Year structure built" refers ~o when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and.in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building . 

. Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of housing 
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space on 
all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
one·unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex­
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other 
adjoining structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or 
trailer it is classified as a one·unit structure. If, however, only a 
porch' or shed has been added, it is" still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics· on "elevator in structure" are 
for the nurTiber of housing units in structures with four floors or 
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more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or roof 
insulation) and by whether any of six categories of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insulation) 
were added to the housing unit during the 12 months prior to 
the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied one-unit 
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective window covering-This 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have protective 
coverings over some, but not all windows. 

Storm doors-This category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
included. Housing units with "some doors covered" have 
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and 
loose insulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Wall insulation-This category refers to any type of fiber, 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows­
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. "Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used to close cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer. 
"Weather stripping" refers to the application of a thin 
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insulation-This item refers to any type of home in­
sulation other than those mentioned above, such as the 
insulating of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the in· 
sulating of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are 
only available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 
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Cost of insulation added or installed during last 12 months-· 
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time of 
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation." 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on a 
single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
str~cture such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior w311s and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused 
by nail~ or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which 
the sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded 
up if they are abandoned, permanently vacant, and show severe 
signs of neglect; have most of their visible windows broken or 
missing; or have their windows and doors covered by wood, 
metal, or some other similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion··ot his house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre· 
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
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common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public halls are presented for housing units in structures of two 
or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is· classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out­
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as ex­
posed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working 
electric Wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose householder has been at 
the present address for at least 90 days prior to the date Of the 
interview. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the 
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or 
equipment (such as some large air conditioners) are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit 
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and 
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing units. 
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Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if lt has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer hoUSing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected
1 

to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewa9e treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in ,the "other" 
category. 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one 
heating-cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are per­
manently installed in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor, wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm air: to the room 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 
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"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, 
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

Fireplaces and heating stoves-Data are shown for occupied 
housing units having a fireplace or heating stove in working 
order, and for the main type of fuel used in the fireplace or 
heating stove during the 12 months prior to the interview. 
If the main fuel used was wood or wood byproducts; data are 
presented showing whether or not all the wood or wood 
byproducts were purchased. Wood byproducts include paper, 
synthetic logs, wood chips, charcoal, or any other products 
that are derived from natural wood. 

Supplemental cooling equipment-This item refers to occupied 
housing units having central air condit~oning. "Individual room 
air-conditioning unit" includes any type of air-conditioning 
unit that is installed in the wall or in a window and does not 
have a duct system. "Awnings" include any type of window 
coverings such as metal or cloth that are hung over the outside 
of the window to reduce the amount of light or heat entering 
the window. "Dehumidifier'' includes any equipment or ap­
pliance that is used to remove excess moisture from the air. 
"Ceiling fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that is 
installed in the ceiling and is used only to circulate air. "Attic 
fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that_ is installed in 
the ceiling or attic and is used to pull hot air from a room or 
from the house. "Window fan" refers to any motor driven 
fan intended to be inserted into a window and is used to cir­
culate air or to exhaust hot air. "Portable fan" refers to any 
fan that can be hand carried easily, such as a floor or table fan. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired . during last 12 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip­
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water sup· 
plementing the housing units regular water heating equipment. 
The statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water 
and the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar 
heat. 
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Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing ur:iits 
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the householder must have moved into the 
unit prior to February 1980. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term "speci· 
tied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci· 
tied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the 
regular system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources 
of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, 
may have been used only in the mornings or on very cold eve· 
nings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are 
not considered additional sources of heat. 

''Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was n.ot considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discern· 
fort to. the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central syst~m. or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual 
room controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking­
"Utility gas" is gas which is piped through underground pipes 
from a central system· and serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, 
tank, or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles 
which are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" 
is heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for 
use by the heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"Electricity" is generally supplied by means of above or under· 
ground electric power lines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
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any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of e~ergy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

Extermination service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 
for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food 
containers. "Regular extermination service" refers to periodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals 
and sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, four times a year, or 
any other such interval. "Irregular extermination service" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is called only when 
needed by the household or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it is not known whether 
the service is regular or irregular. "No extermination service" 
includes units in a house or building that has not been serviced 
during the 12 months prior to the interview and where it is not 
known if there is any extermination service. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The v_alue-income ratio is computed by 
dividirig the value of the housing unit by the total mone·y in­
come of the family or primary individual. The data are pre­
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com­
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or 
more. For income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occu· 
pied by families or primary individuals who reported no income 
or a net loss comp~ise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing u~its, the sales price is the 
amount asked for the property at the time o.f the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The sta-
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tistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or car'port must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the.housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip­
mentor furniture. It may be attached to.the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Ex­
cluded are garages or carports that have been converted to other , 
uses such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, 
an area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The d~ta are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish­
ment or medical or dental office on the property: The data ex­
clude owner-occupied cooperative and condomirlium units. A 
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the Property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the pioperty remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units with no mortgage." Also included in this cate­
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leaSes, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Major source of downpayment-This item refers to the source of 
the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or con· 
dominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savirlgs, borrowing 
other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure 
was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with install· 
ment loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner­
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial esta~lishment or medical or dental' office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even 
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 
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Real est~te taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner­
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are p~yments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separatE: 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the com· 
putation of the mean. 

Property insurance-Th is refers to fire ·and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of insu.r· 
ance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types of 
homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the insur· 
ance was included _as part of the mortgage payments, a separate 
amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of the 
insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an entire 
12-month period even if made in two. or more installments. 
Property insurance is shown only as a component of "selected 
monthly housing costs" and "selected monthly housing costs as 
percentage of income." The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-occupied coopera· 
tive and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa· 
rately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner­
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distri· 
butions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for 
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install· 
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the 
monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment loan 
contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile home or 
trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities 
(electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 

did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also 
included in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housjng costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 1 2) are expressed as a percentage of the total inco1ne of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is pres~nted for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa­
rately f_or each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a 
percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," the 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or pri­
mary individuals who reported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

Households that did riot report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

The data are presented according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250, it 
was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs by 
themselves cost $250 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, 
_or below an existing Uf"!it in order to increase the enclosed 
space within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement 
addeq onto a house. It may also be construction of other 
buildings· on the property. The building, such as a ga'rage, 
may not necessarily be attached. 

Alterations-These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding 
grounds. Alterations inside the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent modification of space; for 
example, construction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. 
It may involve completely remodeling a room, such as a 
kitchen or bathroom, or a structural change, such as separa­
tion of living and dining areas by a permanent "room divider. 
It may also include attached equipment installed in the house 
for the first time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Alterations out­
side the structure consist of installing walks, driveways, 
fences, storm windows or doors, planting trees or shrubbery, 
or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements-This refers to the complete substitution of a 
new piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances 
for an old item that was previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning system for one that 
no longer functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such 
as clothes washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 

·. . . 
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Repairs-This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equip­
ment; for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mend­
ing water pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such 
as a furnace valve. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner­
occupied mobile homes· and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time for purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refefs 
to mobile _homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the cur'rent owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without pay· 
ment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con­
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, 
etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by 
someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in 
add it ion to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computation· process. 

The Statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not re· 
stricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of 
cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for nonsub­
sidized housing units excludes units reported in public housing 
projects, units with Federal, State, or .local government rent 
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subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres Or more. In 
this report; data on nonsubsidized units are not based on gov­
ernment or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject to 
the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsi· 
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearlY gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a percent­
age of the total income of the family or primary individual. The 
percentage is presented for· the same renter-occupied units for 
which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on,. gross rent as 
percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain renter­

occupied housing units. The percentage is computed separately 
for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole .number. For 
gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are used in the com­
putation. Units for which no cash rent is paid and units oc· 
cupied by families or primary individuals who report no income 
or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Grou rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income­
This item is computed in the same manner as "groSs rent as per­
centage of income" except that rents and incom~s for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data 'on nonsubsi­
dized units in this report are not based on 'government or local 
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respond­
ent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection)-Counts are. shown sepa­
rately for units in which garbage collection is included in the 
rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which 
cash rent is piid and exclude one-unit structures o'n 10 acres or 
more. 

Included are units which have garbage collection service 
available in connection with the building. The service may be 
public or private and must be available without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data 
refer to the garbage collection service. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The medi~n rent asked 
is shown separately for units in which the rent inc!Udes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal, kero­
sene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units in 
which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as well 
as garbage collection service. 

Public, private. or subsidized housing-A housing :unit is classi­
fied as being in a "public housing project" if the structure in 
which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
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or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as "private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include ( 1) the interest subsidy pro­
grams of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan pro­
gram of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one­
unit structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, th~refore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsub­
sidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same·as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In all the previous AHS re­
ports (1973 to 1979), the concept "head" of household was 
used. One person in each household was designated as the head, 
that is the person who was regarded as the head by. the re~pond­
ent. However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more­
person households and for one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married couple families, no nonrelatives-Each household in 
this group consists of the householder and spouse, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder-This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and niale householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with male householder, wife present and non­
relatives living with them. 

' ' 
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Other female householder-This category includes households 
.with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female house­
holders who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included 
are households with female householder. husband present 
and nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-person households.'' 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the householder and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household wh6 are related· to the householder 
by blood,. marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone 
or with nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a 
"primary individual." 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are 
included in the family and are not considered as separate 
families. A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the 
householder is considered a member of the household but not 
of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or­
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as other male or female house­
holder. Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
one-person households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single {never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the house­
holder, who are members of the household and are 65 years old 
and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an "own" child if he or she' is a single (never 

married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a house­
holder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 

total count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption ex­
Cept wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 
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Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, 
resident employees, wards, and foster children are included in 
this category. 

Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are reported as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders, whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school, were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and non­
credit adult education classes is not counted as "regular 
schooling." 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work­
The statistics are restricted to householders who had a job 
the week prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work for pay 
every week or every month. Householders who do not report 
to the same place of work every day comprise the "no fixed 
place of work" category. 

Householder's princi'pal means of transportation to work-If 
different means of transportation are used on different days, 
the means used most often is recorded. If more than one 
means of transportation is used each day, the means cover­
ing the greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" is where 
one or more persons regularly ride in the car with the house­
holder; the householder may share driving, drive others, or 
ride with someone else. The category "mass transportation" 
includes railroad, subway, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one­
way distance the householder travels from home to work. 

Travel time from home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the householder to travel one-way fr6m home 
to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
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amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self­
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, ahd all other 
money income. The figures represent the amourit of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance pre­
miums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying :the housing 
unit, i.e., the sum of the income of the househ~lder of the 
family and all other members of the family 14 years old and 
over, or the income of the primary individual.' Incomes of 
persons living in the unit but not related to the householder are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income {gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis· 
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Go~ernment under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income {or loss) 
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers, or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare pay~ents which 
include cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen­
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' .Admin­
istration to disabled members of the Armed Forces o,r to survivors 
of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic re­
ceipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony· or child sup­
port from persons who are not members of the hqusehold; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free Hying quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of prriperty (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such prop­
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" saVings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living in the same house-
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hold; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1980, the income data 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who ~ere members of the 

. , 
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family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were mem­
bers of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while other income data 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. Additional differences in the income data may be 
attributed to the various ways income questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, 
survey procedures and techniques, and processing procedures. 

.. 

. · 

.. 



Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1980 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS •. 

Urban and rural residence . 
Farm-.nonfarm residence .. 
Counties .......... . 

Standard metropolitan statistical 
areas ............. . 

OEFINITIONSANO EXPLANA· 
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
.CHARACTERISTICS •...••• 

General. ............ . 
Comparability with 1973 

through 1979 Annual 
Housing Surveys. . . . , 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing-data. 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Housing data . . .. 

Comparability with 1970 and 
1980 Censuses of Population 
data ............ . 

Comparability with other 
current reports .. 

Living Quarters •.•.••..•• 

Housing units ....... . 
Group quarters .....•... 

Rules for mobile homes, 
hotels. rooming houses, ~c .. 

Institutions .......... . 

Year-round housing units .•. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construc-
tion .............. . 

Units lost from the inventory . 
Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ........ . 

Units lost through other 
means .......... . 

Unspecified units ..... . 

Occupancy and Vacancy Cha;ac-
taristics ........... ·"·. · 

Population in housing units -.. 

Occupied housing units. 

Race ..... . 
Spanish origin . ·,: 

Tenure ..... . 

Site tenure ... . 
Previous occupancy. . . . . •. 
Cooperatives and condomiii· 

iums ............. . 
Duration of occt.iP8ncy .. .'~: 
Year householder moved 

into unit ......... ·· .. 

Recant movers. . . . . . . : .. 
Present and previous units of 

recent movers . . . . . 

Same or different hous• 

App-2 
App-2 

~pp-2 

App-2 

App·2 

App-2 

App-2 

App·2 

App·2 

App-3 

App.J 

App-4 
App-5 

App-5 
App-5 

App-5 

Apj;.5 

App-5 

App·6 

App-6 
App-6 

App-6 

App-6 
App-6 

App-6 
App-6 

App-7 

App·7 

ApP-7 
App-7 
App-7 

APp-7 

App-7 

AJ)p·8 

App-8 

Main reason for move into 
present residence or 
neighborhood . . . . . 

Home ownership . , . . 

Vacant housing units ... . 
Vacancy status ..... . 

Homeowner vacancy r.ate 
Rental vacancy rate ... . 
Duration of vacancy ... . 
HousinG unit boarded up. 

Utilization Characteristics .. 
Parsons ...... . 
Rooms ..... . 
Persons per room . 
Bedrooms ......... . 

Structural Characteristics .. . 
Conventional housing units 
Complete kitchen facilities. 

Basement ...... . 
Year structure built .... . 

Units in structu.ra ... . 
Elevator in structure .... . 

Insulation ........... . 

Insulation added or installed 
during last 12 months ..... 

Cost of insulation added or in· 
stalled during last 12 months. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes ........... . 

Roof ........... . 
Interior walls and ceilings 
Interior floors . · ...... . 

Boarded-up buildings on same 
street ..... , ... , ... 

Overall opinion of structure .. 

Common stairway$ ...... . 
Light fixtures in public halls .. 
Electric wiring ........ . 

Electric wall outlets. .. 
Electric fuse blowouts ... . 

Plumbing Characteristics .... . 
Plumbing facilities ..... . 
Complete bathrooms . . . . 
Source of water or water 

supply .... : ~ ..... . 
Sewage disposal ...... . 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services . 

Telephone available: 
Heating equipment ...... . 

Fireplaces and heating 
stoves ............. . 

Supplemental cooling 
equipment ......... . 

Supplemental heating 
equipment acquired during 
last 12 months.~ ..... . 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-9 

App-9 
App-9 

App-9 

App·10 

App-10 

App·10 

App-10 
App-10 

App-10 
App-10 

App·10 

App·10 

App·10 
App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App·11 

App-11 

App-11 
App-11 
App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-12 
App-12 
App-12 
App-12 
App-12 
App-12 
App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12. 

App-13 

App-13 

Air conditioning ....... . 
Fuels used for house heating, 

water heating, and cooking. 

Extermination service .. . 
Financial Characteristics ..... . 

Value ........ . 
Value-income ratio ...... . 
Sales price asked . . . . . . . . 
Garage or carport on property. 
Nlortgaga ............ . 
Major source of downpaymant 

Installment loan or contract. 
Monthly mortgage payment .. 

Real estate taxes last year .. . 
Property insurance ..... . 

Selected monthly housing 
costs. ........... . 

Selected monthly housing 
costs as percentage of 
income .......... . 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska). 
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the rural par· 

lions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of_ the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which com­
prises the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are 
classified as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or 
more acres from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 
or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm prod­
ucts amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period 
prior to the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which 
do not meet the definition for farm housing are classified as 
no.nfarm. All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as 
nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the· Cen­
sus Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or 
more cities that are independent of any county; for statistical 
purposes, these independent cities are treated as county equiv­
alents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Print· 
ing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's. 
were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of. Man· 
agement and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 
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Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com­
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and ·economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen­
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the 
central city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria 
used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publica­
tion cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey in­
terviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and: thus to resolve 
problems or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1979 Annual Housing Sur­
veys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1980 reports are essentially the same. However, then~ 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losst:• 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1980 reports. In 
the 1974 through 1980 reports, the data refer to losses of 
individual housing units. Also, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, thi:! 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1980 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however, the 1970 data int 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

I 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under· the 
particular subject later in the sect'1on. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are·small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census-and the 1980 survey. 
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There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 

-series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 
households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time periods were 
used. In Volume 11, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the 
shortest time period for "year moved into unit," is 1969 to 
March 1970 (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (ap­
proximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, No_ 5, Mover House­
holds, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approx­
imately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1980 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extensive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Sur,vey; differences in processing pro­

cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
sampling variability of the estimates from the Annual Hou.sing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 

nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 
Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 

housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for. the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
-1970 Census of Housing, Volume· IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 

sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com­
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1980 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from.a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory. Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the year-structure-built item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by new construc­
tion. 

Data as .of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 

1970 Census of Housing; Volume V, Residential Finance.· In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected·for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 

was conducted in 1971 as· part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop­
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following .. The basic 
unit of tablilation in this report is the ·housing unit; in volume V, 

it is. the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
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the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
'selected m~nth1y housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations for· real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessme .. ~s. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
co~cepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 

both the 1980 census and the 1980 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHSL 

There are two signifiCant differences, however, in the housing 
unit definition. First, in the 1980 A.HS, the housing unit defini­
tion require·s a unit to be separate living quarters, having either 
direct access or complete kitchen facilities. For the 1980 census, 
the. complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with 
direct access required 0.f all units. Second, in the 1980 census, 

vacant mobile homes are included in the housing inventory 
provided they are intended for occupancy on the site where 
they stand. In the 1980 AHS, all vacant mobile homes are 
excluded from the housing inventory. 

There.are several other major differ7nces between the 1980 
census and the 1980 AHS. In the 1980 AHS, living arrange­
ments containing five or more persons, not related to the 

person in charge, were classified as group quarters. In the 1980 
census, the requirement was raised to nine or more persons not 
related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identified in the 1980 
AHS. These units were not identified separately in the 1980 
census, but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied 
units. The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and 
renter-occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1980 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other defini­
tional differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 AHS data and the 
1980 census data may be attributed to several factors. These 
include the extensive use of self enumeration in the census in 
contrast to personal interview in the Annual Housing Survey; 
differences in processing procedures; the estimation procedures 
and sample designs; the sampling variability of the estimates 
from the Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller extent, the sam­
pling variability associa~ed with the sample data from. the 
census; the nonsampling errors associated with the Annual 
Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling errors· asso­

ciated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censusos of Population 
data'--ln the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions: the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1980 AHS, data for ·years of school completed were 
based1on··responses to a single question: the highest grade or 
year of regular .. school ~ompleted by the householder. There-
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fore, the 1980 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was com-
~n~. ~ 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 78,000 units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 70,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Sei-ies H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1980 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques,. and proc· 
essing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 78,000 designated sample un)ts. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
· essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 

Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current P~pulation Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house· 
holders that moved into their units during the 12 months prior 
to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the Cur· 
rent Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified 
as "movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period cover· 
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers .to the 
calendar year prior to the date of ·the interview .. There are also 
significant differences in the "!'BY· income questions are ask.ed. For 
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"years of school completed by householder," the difference cited 
in the section, "comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of 
Population data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1980 An-nual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such ~s the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television' sets, and selected 
major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtainoo for recently purchased items. The data can be ob· 
tained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Wash­
ington, D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the two. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans; collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey re· 
fleet the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly 
used by any member of the household, including' nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such ~actors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
"Current Construction Reports." The data for these reports are 
primarily· from the Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of aPproximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The 
reports from the survey contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by builcting permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in. permit-issuing 
places, new one-unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics 
of new housing, and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major. difference 
is that the Survey of Constructi9n shows counts and charac­
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1980 Annual Housing Survey and thet 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factor_s such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the. figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and proc· 
essing procedures. 
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The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-is a sample 

survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
·properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep· and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi· 
unit structures, and units on 10 acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera­
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non­
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch· 
man lives), as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A .housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
pf rooms, or. ,a single room occupied or intende~ for occupancy 
as separate liVing quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the stru~ture and which have either (1) direct access from the 
Outside of the. building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities fof ·the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one p·erson living alone, two or more famili.es living 
together, or any othef groUp of related or unrela~ed persons 
whO shar~ l_iving arrangements (except as described _in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the informa~ion c~nnot be Obtained, the criteria are 
applied to. th~ previous occupants. Both o~cupied and vacant 
hou~ing units are included i~ the.housing inventory, except th.at 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are incl~ded only if theY ar~ ocC.upied. 

GroLip quarters-Grou·p· qUarters a~e living arrangements for in­
stitutional inmates or for ·other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to t'he person in chiirge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently iii institutions, boarding houses, mili· 

0

tary bar-racks, college dormitories, fraternity and Sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in Charge and five or more nonre\atives or, if there is no 
person iri' ch"arge, by six· or rhore unrelated persons. Informa­
tion on the tiOusing characteristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 

App-5 

Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con· 
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar plac.es are classified as h.ousing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
~n which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are occu· 
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, 
they are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters 
contain five or more roomers unrelated to the househOlder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 

. v3cant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor ar'e excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the totDI housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1980 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1980 tabulations included an estimation pro· 

' cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 

and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 
were combined with several categories of year-round vai::ancies 
(rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and 
othe"r vacant) and adjusted to the combined total of the inde· 
pendent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1980 data for "vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units 
and for "all year-round housing units" adhere more closely to 
the independently derived current estimates than they did in 
1973. The 1974 through 1980 characteristics for "all occupied 
units," "owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, how· 
·ever~ corTiparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 
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Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A h0using unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc­
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under con­
struction at the time of the interview only if construction had 
proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
units built during this period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1980 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained 

·primarily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "~emolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1980 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole struc­
ture in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 
1974 through 1980 surveys and in the 1970 Census of Housing, 

Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in· 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component iricludes the followin'g 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family.in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the time of the 1980 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they are vacant and 
either the roof, w:alls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely dam­
aged by lire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
·evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for qemolition or reh~bilitation or that 
they are con9emned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 
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4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units.moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily ~esult in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they Presumably represent units adde"d . . . 
in the pl~CE'. to which they wer~ moved. 

In the 1973 AHS, a housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in which it was located 
was lost to the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 1980 surveys, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses inclUding losses of 
units in structures which still contained one or more housing 
units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of change in the 
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing Survey pro· 
vides no spl!cific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sources such as nonresidential structures. The net 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known.· 

Units changed by conve.rsion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door which closes off 
one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger ·is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into· fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door which formerly 
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occUpies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than ~ew construc­
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
so~rces. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created frc~m nonresidential sp3ce such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also inCluded are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same Site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 
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Occupied housing units-A housin.g u~it is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons. is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. ·However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a .usual-·,plac'e of. residence. elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as ~.:ican.t.· By definition, the· count of 

occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of ·"race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing' unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear· 
cut scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer 
was to report the race of t'1e householder in three categories: 
White, Black (Negro). and other. The· last category includes 
American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black housetiolders; units with house­
holders of other races are included in the total in table 1 Of 
parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics 
of units with Black householder are presented i~ separate tables. 
The classification of race in the Annual Housing Survey was 
made by the interviewer based on his own observation. In the 
1970 and 1980 censuses, race was essentially a self-classification 
by people according to the race with which they identified 
themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. 
Detailed characteristics of units with householder of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self­
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their orig.in was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexic~no, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 consus, 
and other current surveys. In the ·1970 census and cur~e11t 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are tde.ntified according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace 9f. parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. I~ additi,?il. research _indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origii: .·households may be 
significantly overstated in the ~outh RegiOn and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the"categodeS are essentially the 
same as the 1980 AHS, exce'pt th·e .c8ti9orY '.;Central or South 
American" has been dropped. ,.. 

Tenure-A housing unit is '!owner. Occupied'.' if the owner or 
co-owner lives tn. the unit,·.'even· if· it.-iS. mortgaged· or not fully 
paid for. A co~perative: or. ,_COndo~rrliiiium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owi:er ·o:r ·co.-owner lives in i~. All other 
occupied units are classified as ·"renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash reni and those occupied without paymeni 
of cash renf. . · ·-.. . · 
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Site tenure-Separate data are avaiiable on tenUre of .mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied m0bi1e 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and tra"ilers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occuparlts own or are 
buying the site on which the mobile home is located .. The site'is 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the. 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor· pay cash 
rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous·occuparn:y· is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that' 
some p~rson or pers~ns occupied the sample housing.unit .. prior 
to the householder's or other related household member's 
occupancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
householder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, ·or. adoption was the 
first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned ·by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables.a:perso~ 
to own an apartment or house in· a project of similarly Owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the m_ortgage orl 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold coinm6n .Qr- joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such._as, grounds, ... 
hal I ways, entrances, elevators, etc. _ , . 

Cooperative or condominium ownership . rTiay ~· a·pply- to 
various types of structures including single...:far:nilv~· houses, 

rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment-~uildi~gs. · .... 
. ·- " 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duratiOn of occupancy" a~e 
based on information for the householde~; the .. data refer, to: 
the period when present occupancy began. Statistics _are shOWri _ · 
on whether the householder lived in the .tiOOdirlg<:unlt "leSs 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer.:· A.hoJsehot~.?r Who 
"lived here last winter," must haVe moved into:ihe· un·_it .Pfior tO. 
the previous February. · -" ~ ·. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data :are based·on '.the 

information reported for the householder and refer to. the Year 
of latest' move. Thus, if the. householder m~ved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year ?f the latlist move 
was to be reported; if the househoJder moved from om: apart: 
ment to another in the same buildirig, the year the househokter 
moved into the present housing unit was io be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present_ OccUpancY · by.;ttio · 
hOuseholder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the hoUsehOld 
move, although in the great majority of case~.rii:he entire ho"use:· 
hold moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected 
for th"e head of household. For an explanation, see :the defini· 
tion of householder on page App-17.'-

. ·-~ 
•, 
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Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter· 
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the householder. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house­
holder at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 
ho:.iseholder last moved. 

Same or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characterisf1cs for the 
previoys unit are gen~rally the same as those for the present 
unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit 
is the same person as the householder in the previous unit 
(identified in the tables as "same householder") is considered 
essentially the same even though there may have been some 
changes in the composition of the household. Conversely, a 
hoUsehold in which there was no change except for a new 
householder was considered a household with "different 
householder." 

Data for householders ·whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the house­
holder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
from the previous unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take a 
new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, com· 
muting reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, familY increased in size, 
fami~y decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over­
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor­
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
house, Wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high­
way construction, or other public activity, displaced by private 
actiOn, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The categofy "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of Climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
anY of the above classifications. · ... 
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Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood­
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also· 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classi-. 
fication categories refer to the principal reason. the house­
holder moved into the present unit. The category "job 
related reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take 
a new job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement; commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighb.orh9od without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighbor.hood, wanted more 
expensive place or better investment, residence with more 
conveniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and ·other 
housing needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for householders who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data· are restricted to owner­
occupied units and show the number of previously'. ~~ned ~nits 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously .owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or 
doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the uriit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as·a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." "Seasonal''. units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons Of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held for occu-
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pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 
for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 

which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 

year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 

is also considered year-round. 
"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 

include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or· for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year­
round vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented .or so_ld not occupied, is classified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily . occupied by persons ·with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Heid for oCcasional use-Th is category consists of vacant 
year-round u'nits which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that· some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city is included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city were in the survey 
sample, it would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 
classified as "other vacant." For example, this category 
includes units held for settlement of an estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not pres~nted"for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occup.ied by URE". housing units, these categories are also 
included. 
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Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round. 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1980 counts for "seasonal and migratory,'' 
"year-round, rented or sold not occupied," "year-round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 
1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1980 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1980, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal. ·and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates. 
(See section on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant­
seasonal and migratory" units were combined with Several 
categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold not occupied; 
held for occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to 
the combined total of the independent estimates for these 
categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data fo_r vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1980 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. Th.e 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units· sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1980 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units a~d· all 
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupi2d. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the tot'a_I 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly construc!e'd l'nits 
which have never been occupied, the duration of vacan-cy is 
counted from the date construction was cOmpleted. For 
recently converted or merged units, the time is !eported fr~m 
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occUpie_d 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewh~re are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro-. 
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers .to ~he. 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing ·unit. A on_e·unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may ~e . 
boarded up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 



,· r • •.l 

App-10 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the house­
holder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
taster children~ and resident employees who share the living 
quarters of ·the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of house· 
hold was used, see definition of householder on page App· 17). 

The data on "persons" show categories of the number of one­
person through seven-or-more-person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Pcrnons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
o.;cupied hOusirig unit .by dividing the number of persons in the 
unii by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, 'therefore, _to the .number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The. number of bedrooms in a housing unit is th~ 
count. of ·room~ used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other , p-ufposes:' Rooms reserved for sleeping,· such as guest 
rooms, even thoUgh- '-'sed infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other·han·d, -rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also f0r sleeping, such as a living room with a hide­
~ay bed, are. not .considered bed~ooms. A housing unit con­
sisting of o~fy one room, such as a one-room efficiency apart­
ment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

·Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units'with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through ~ bedroom 
to get"_ to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The ba~hroom acces~- criterion is applied 9nly to~ 
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which.the half bath lacks a flush toilet. - . . 
' . '. ·. .. 
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Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove, and {3) a mechanical refrig­
erator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or cook­
stove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigerator._ 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on t~e number of 
housing units located in ·structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building.· 

Viar structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
bui°ldirig was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at.the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. · 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all ·units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of hol:'sing 
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the number 
of residential structures. 

A structure isa separate building.if it has either open space on 
all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further" classified as detached or attached. 

A one·unit structure is det:ached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
one-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex­
tendiiig from ground t~ roof which divide it from other 
adjoi~in{i structures, 's.4ch as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile ti"omes an·d tfailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more roOms have been added to a mobile home or 
trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, only a 
porch or ·shed has b8en added, it is still counted· as a mobile 
home or trailer. ·~ 

(. . , ' . 
Elevator in structure-Statistics on. "ele'vator in structure" are 
for the numb~r.~f h~using units in_stru.ctures with four floors or 

.. -~ . . .. . . . . 
. .·: .. 
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more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 

whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 
insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or· roof 
insulation) and by whether any of six categories of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 

insulation, caulking or Weather stripping, and other insulation) 

were added to the hou
1

sing unit during the 12 months prior to 

the time of interview. The purpose of these types of insulatiori 
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied one-unit 

structures and occupied mobile homes' and trailers. 

Storm windows or o~her protective window covering-This 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have protective 

coverings over some, but not all windows. 

Storm doors-This category refers .. to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
included. Housing. units. with "some doors covered" have 

stor~ doors on some, but not. all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or .roof insulation-This category.includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and 
loose iiisulation which is poured or blown between the a~tic 
floor joists. 

Wall insulation-This category refers •to any type of fiber,· 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows­
The statistics for caulking or weather, stripping·are,presented 

only for housing units to which t~~y were added in the 12 
months prior to the time .of. interview. "Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used t~ close cracks or air spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer. 
"Weather stripping" refers to . the application of a .thin 
str_ip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the. joint of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and ca~ing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insulation~This \tein ~r0f~r~ to aiiy tYPe·Ot hofne in-
, ' ! ' • 

sulation othe·r than those mentioned above, such as the 
insulating of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the in­
sul~ting' of floors or craWI .spa'Ces'. The data for this ·item are· 

only available when ih'e "other insulatio.n" w~s added in th~ 
12 month'~ prior to the tim~ of interView.1' • 

Insulation added or installed during last 12. months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types ·at in.SUIBtioil added Or iristalled;'See "insulation." 

• j,, ... ... 
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Cost of insulation added or installed during l~st 12_ m~nths-:·_ 
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the time 'Of 
interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for· 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation.'' 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers · 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in ·a· 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on a 
single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in frorii the outside, or that the roof shows signs of. water 
leakage but t~e problem causing the leakage has been corrected: 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 

or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or ' 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit.· 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline craCks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open · 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or· 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused 
by nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the inteivie"wer's' 
observation from the main entrance of the buildinQ in which 
the sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded 
up if they are abandoned, permanently vacant, and show sev0re 
signs Of neglect; have most of their visible windows broken or 
missing; or have their windows and doors covered by WOod, 
metal, or some other similar material to prevent entry. ,, .. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented a're based on 
the respondent's overall opinion· of his house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure as' 
excellent, good:· fair, or poor. 

< 
CommOn st8iMays·~ The statiStics Ori common stairways are pre.; 

senied "tor tiousing units in i:Wo-or-iTiore-unit structures wiiti 1 
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common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than on~ housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public halls are presented for housing units in strLictures of two 
or more units with .public halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out· 
side the walls but enclosed in some material other. than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as ex· 
posed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in operating condition; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months Prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose householder has been at 
the present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the 
interview. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the 
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside ceri:ain appliances or 
equipment (Such as some large air conditioners) are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category ''with all plumbing facilities'' 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well .. ; a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
sh~wer inside the structure for the exclusive Use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plun1bing facilities must' be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit 
does not have all three specified plumbing faCilities (hot and· 
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shOwer) inside the; 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilitie;s are .als"o 'fOr th~· 

l • '• ' • . 

use of the occupants Of other housing units. 
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Complete bathrooms-A housing unit iS classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a· flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 1"" 

in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub ·or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with ~II 

bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-" A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or nlore hqusing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included· in 
the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified' as having a 
teiephone if there is one available to the occupant's of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telepho":le _may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The ~.umber of housing units "!'ith a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of. 
telephones installed in hom"es. · 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm ·air ·through duCts ·leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in·-one 
heating-cooling system 'which utilizeS indoor and Outdoo'r coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are Cehtrcilly 
installed with ducts to the rooms are ihcluded in this cateQory. · 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered ttir~ugh 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are per· 
manently installed' in floors, walls, ceilings, or bBSeboards. A 
"floor, wa11, Or pipeless furnace"· dflivers warril "ail- 1:0' the' room' 
right ab'ove the fUrrlace or to the rOom(s) on;ohe 

1
0r·both sideS 

of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 
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"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, 
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
th.at burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 

outlet. 
For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 

removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

Fireplaces and heating stoves-Data are showrl for occupied 
housing units having a fireplace or heating stove in working 
order, and for the main type of fuel used in the fireplace or 
heating stove during the 12 months prior to the interview. 

If the main fuel used was wood or wood byproducts, data are 
presented showing whether or not all the wood or wood 
byproducts were purchased. Wood byproducts include paper, 

synthetic logs, wood chips, charcoal, or any other products 
that are derived from natural wood. 

Supplemental cooling equipment-This item refers to occupied 
housing units·having central air conditioning. "Individual room 
air-conditioning unit" i.ncludes any type of air-conditioning 
unit that is installed in the wall or in a window and does not 

have a duct system. "Awnings'.' include any type of window. 
coverings such as metal or cloth that are hung over the outside 
of the window to reduce the amount of light or heat entering 
the window. "Dehumidifier" includes any equipment or ap­
pliance that is used to remove excess moisture from the air. 
"Ceiling fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that is 
installed in the ceiling and is used only to circulate air. "Attic 

fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that is installed in 
the ceiling or attic and is Used to pull hot air from a room or 
from the house. "Wiildow 'fan'; refers -to any motor driven 

fan intended to be inserted ir1'to a WindoW and is used to cir-· 
culate air or to exhaust h'ot air. "Portable fan" refers to any 
fan that can be hand carried easily, such as a floor Or-table fan. 

Supplemental .~eating_ ~quipment acquired durinQ last 12· 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip­
ment acguired, in addi~io~ to regular he~ting equiPmen"t, in the

1 

12 months prior to i_nterview. Housing units with fireplaces, 

stoves! or portable' room heate~s as the!r main, heatin~ source 
are excluded from this item. 

: • (I 

.I 1 1 

Supplemental solar water heatiilg equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water sup­
plementing_ the. housing units ,regular water heating equipment. 

The s1:~ti~ti~~ are limited to housing u"nits w'ith hot pipe'd watiir 
• '• ;o - ' ' •' • 

anc;t the use. of.~ pri111~ry w~.te,r heating fue;I, other than sol~r 
heat. 
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lnsuffic;ient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the householder must have moved i~to the 
unit prior to February 1980. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term "speci­
fied heating ·equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the 
regular system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources 
of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or po.rtable heaters, 
may have been used only in the mornings or on very cold eve­
nings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles·are 
not considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 

hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom­
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined.as the cooling of 
air ~y a refrigeratiOn unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigefation unit. 
A.room unit .is an individual air conditioner which is installed ln 

a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, .although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
t~an. one room. A ceniral, system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 

a central system 'r'.nay cool all apa~m~nts in ~he ~uilding, each. 
apartment may have its own central ~ystem, or there may· be 
several systems, each providing central air conditioning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual 
room controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

Fuels used , for house !°'eating, water heating, and coo~ing'- . 
"Utility .gas". is 9as which is piped through undergrourid 'pipes 
frO~ a central system ·and serves a neighborh.ood. "B~tt1e·d, 
ta~'k, or LP- ga·s;·-.·i·s Pressurized ga's stored in tankS or b~tt.1eS 
which are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" 
is heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for 

. . l• h' . - ' . .• ~·· ' 

use by the heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasolin~," al~·~h~I, · cind' other similar· c~mbusiibl~ . liquidS. 

• • o.,_.1, ' ~ ~", ~ ,!, , I ; ! 1 ' 1 : • ! I . ' 

"ElectricitY'." is generally supplied by _means of above or under-
. •.' l. ·. - ·:1 I t. ' ) ' ·r•• , .· < , , • 

ground electric power lines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or· 
. . " " I • ~I ' H , , . i; '. . 1J ' 'P , 
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any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "Wood" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

Extermination service-The stat1st1cs on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 
for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food 
containers. "Regular extermination service" refers to periodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual who uses chemi~als 
and sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, four times a year, or 
any Ottier such intervaL "Irregular· extermination service" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is called only when 
needed by the household or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it ls not known whether 
the service is regular or irregular. "No extermination service" 
includes units in a house or building that has not been serviced 
during the 12 months prior to the interview and where it is not 
known if there is any extermination service. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
prvperty (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes .. and trailers afe excluded from 
the Vi!lue tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is cOmputed ·by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by _the total money in­
come of the family or primary individual. The data are pre­
sented for the same owner-occupied unit~ for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com­
puted separately_ for each _unit and was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In r_eporting value, ,respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate cl~ss interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of th_e value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or 
more. For income, the doll,ar amounts ,were .used. Units occu­
pied by families or primary individuals who repOrted no incOme 
or a net loss comprise the category "not Computed." . · . 

• ' ~ . fl 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

, J ': ~ • • • !; 

. :• • ~ · .. 1 ' 'lt-: 
Sales price asked-F:or vacant.housing units, th~ sales price is the 

. . ·. ; _ ! . \ i ! ;: ; J f.. I . 'f.: • · , ,: il.· · \ 

af!lount aske~ for the:prop~_rty 1~~ 1~he.:iTe of;~~~·~nt~f.~i~~ a~d 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The sta· 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

~istics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. t1c" 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip­
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the PJoperty. Ex­
cluded are garages or carports that have been converted to other 
uses such as Jiving quarters, an area used for busin~ss purposes, 
an area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish­
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data ex­
clude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgcige refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, u~ually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure· payment'Of-the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase' agreements 
where the title to the property· remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have·been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units with no mortgage." Also included in this cate· 
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Major source of downpayment-This item refers to 'the source of 
the capital used to Pur.chBse the 1property (house or lot) or con-· 
dominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of pre'vious home, savinQs, b6rr6wing 
other than a· mortgage on p~operty, gift, land on which stru~!~re 
was built, a'nd other sources. 

Installment loari· O~ contract-The' da!a are limited to owner­
oc'cupied mob.iie homes and trailers· ~ri less ih·an 10 acr~s. 
Mobile homes: and trailer.s where· paYments 'are being' made 
towards their p·Urchase comprise ihe category, "With install-
ment loan or cOntract." : 

.1, 'J 

j_ " • J 
Monthly mortgage payment-The· data are limited to _own~r-. 
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 

• • ·. • . . "'· ! ' I 

property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
. '•... '·•· ' . ' ,. I ' • t·. : !I 

the moitgage, principal and interesi o·rily. Real'estciie taxes a'nd 
•, · _, • t1 · ' ! 1•' ' • · • 'I 1•· ' - · • ; fire and hazard insurance costs ·are'excluded from die data even . 

if they are included in the re~Lila'r 1payinent to th~ 1~riae~. ; . . 



APPEND IX A-Continued 

Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner­
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
la.st Year" refers to the yearly. total amount of all real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior. years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000. 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the com­
putation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners'. policies are .also included since this type of insur· 
ance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types of 
homeowner protection Sl;JCh as liability. If the cost of the insur· . 
ance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a separate 
amount for th~ insurance was obtained. The amount of_, the 
insurance premium repo~ted was the amount paid for an entire 
12-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance .js .shown only as a component of "selected 
monthly ho_using costs" and "selectec_t .monthly housing costs as 
percentage of incpme." The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and fo.r; owner-occupied mobile honies and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-occupied coopera­
tive and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa­
rately for owner-occupied, one-unit _structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial .establishment Or medical or dental 
office on the piC,perty and· foi" Owner-o.ccupied mobile homes 

, ' -· • ~; r - '! 

and. trailers on less than 10 .acres. The data exclude owner-
occupi~d "cooPerative and condominium units. Separate distri­
bution$ are shown by whether Or not ·there is a mortgage or, tOr 
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install-· 
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the 
monthly sum. 'ot payments for the mo.rtgage, or inStallmerit lo"an 
contract, re~! eState. taxeS 'onCl~dirig taxes on mobile home or 

' ' [ 1 I , . ' I 

trailer site if the site. is owned), property insurance, utilities 
(electricit:y,, gas, ~ater, and· se'wage dispOsa1),

1 
fuel (oil, coal, 

kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage collection. 
Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 

' •• ;·, ' j ' • •••• •• • ' • 

report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not repo-rted" ·category. LikeWise, for mobile homes and 

' I· r." · , ' • · • · 1 " , 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 

' - .. ,, -· 1: . ' ' . 
did not i-epOrt "their loan PaVment a·nd/or their taxes are also 

; ' • : . 11 • ••. l 

included in the "not reported" category. 
. . ! ' t' I : "· .. ; ' 
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Selected· monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yea.riv housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 1 2) are expressed as a percentage of the total inco1ne of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa­
rately for each unit and was rOunded to the nearest tenth of a 
percent. For income and "selected morithly housing costs," the · 
dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or pri­
mary individuals who reported no income or a net toss comprise 
the category "not computed.'' 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage Or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were· 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

The data are pres0nted according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250, it 
was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs by 
themselves cost $250 or more~ 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, abOve, 
or below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed 
space within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be construction of other 
buildings on the property. The building, such as a garage, 
may not necessarily be attached. 

Alterations-These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outsid~ of a structure including the surrounding 
grounds. Alterations iriside the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent modification of space; for 
example, construction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. 
It may involve ComPletely remodeling a room, such as· a 
kitchen or bathroom, or a Structural change, such 8s separa­
tion of living and dining areas by a permanent room divider. 
It may. also include attached equipment installed in the house 
for the first time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Alterations out­
side the structure consist of installing walks, driveways, 
fences, storm windows or doors, planting trees or shrubbery, 
or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements-This refers to the complete substitution of a 
new piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances 
for an old item that was previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning system for one that 

• • 1 • _ ' > r • • ~ 
· no lon'ger functioned ·properly. Excluded are appliances such· 

' I •1 ' ' · • 1 • "! • ' 
as clOthes washers, refrigera~ors, or window air-conditioners. 

"! , ~ "l"r • I 1 ' 
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Repairs-This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equip­
ment; for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mend­
ing water pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such 
as a furnace valve. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner­

occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time for purchase including the down payment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the cufrent owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acc;uired it. 

Coiltract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without pay­
ment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con­
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas. water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, 
etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by 
someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in 
addition to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent excll · ""'e one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not re­
stricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of 
cash rent are shown separateily as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The g;oss rent for nonsub­
sidized housing units ~xcludes units reported ·in public housing 
projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent 
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subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. In ; 
this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on govA 
ernment or local records; the figures are, therefore, subjecf tO 
the ability of a respondent to properly classify the.unit as subsi­
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gros~ rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a percent­
age of the total income of the family or primary individual. The 
percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units for 
which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross rent as 
percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain renter­
occupied housing units. The percentage is computed separately 
for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole number. For 
gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are used in the com­
putation. Units for which no cash rent is paid and units oc­
cupied by families or primary individuals who report no income 
or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. ' 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income­
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as per­
centage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data ·on nonsubsi­
dized units in this report are not based on ~overnment or local 
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respond­
ent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection)-Counts are shown sepa­
rately for units in which garbage collection is in~luded in the 
rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which 
cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures on 1 O acres or 
more. 

Included are units which have garbage collection service 
available in connection with the building. The service may be 
public or private and must be available without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food'.-waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data 
refer to the garbage collection service. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview ar,id may differ 
from the rent contracted for wh_en the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round ~~'O"using units for re.nt, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and-Water) and fuels (oil, coal, kero­
sene wood etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units in 
whidh the ;ent includes payment for utilities and fu~I~: as well 
as garbage collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing· Unit is classi­
fied as being in a "public. housing project" if the structure in 
which the unit is located is owned by a local ~ousing authoritY 
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or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 

authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as !'private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost 'at construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include ( 1) the interest subsidy pro· 
grams of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan pro­
gram of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one­
unit structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsub­
sidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same-as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household memb.er 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In all the previous AHS re­
ports (1973 to 1979), the concept "head" of household was 
used. One person in each household was designated as the head, 
that is the person who was regarded as the head by the respond­
ent. However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more­
person households and for one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married couple families, no nonrelatives-Each household in 
this group consists of the householder and spouse, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to.the householder. 

Other male householder-This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and male householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with male householder, wife present and non­
relatives living with them. 
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Other female householder-This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separatior) or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female house­
holders who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included 
are households with female householder, husband present 
and nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-person households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either_ "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the householder and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household who are related to the householder 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone 
or with nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a 
"primary individual." 

Married. couples rel8ted to the householder of a family are 
included in the family and are: not considered as separate 
families. A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the 
householder is considered a member of the hous'ehold but not 
of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always included in one of the three major groups of two-or­
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as other male or female house­
holder. Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
one-person households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with_ or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's or ~ife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for. the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the house­
holder, who are members of the household and are 65 years old 
and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single (never 

married) son, daughter. stepchild, or adopted child of a house­
holder. own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 
total count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption ex­
cept wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 
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Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, 
resident employees, wards, and foster children are included in 
this category. 

Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to.the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial scho01s, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are reported as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders, whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school, were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and non­
credit adult education classes is not counted as "regular 
schooling." 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work­
The statistics are restricted to householders who had a job 
the week prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for regular part-time or full-time work for pay 

·every week or every month. Householders who do not report 
to the same place of work every day comprise the "no fixed 
place of work" category. 

Householder's principal means of transponation to work-It 

different means of transportation are used on different days, 
the means used most often is recorded. If more than one 
means of transportation is used each day, the means cover­
ing the greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" is where 
one or more persons regularly ride in the car with the house­
holder; the householder may share driving, drive others, or 
ride with someone else. The category "mass transportation" 
includes railroad, subway, elevated transportation system, 
bus, anQ streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one­
way distance the householder travels from home to work. 

Travel. time fro_m home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the householder to travel one-way from home 
to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are ·based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
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amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self­
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement 
income, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
moriev income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received b~fore deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
S~curity, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance pre­
miums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate ~o the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing 
unit, i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the 
family and all other members of the family 14 years old and 
over, or the income of the primary individual. Incomes of 
persons living in the unit but not related to the householder are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis­
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers ·Or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which 
include cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen­
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the V.eterans' Admin­
istration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors 
of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic re­
ceipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child sup­
port from persons who are not members of the housi:hold; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sourceS were not' included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such prop­
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living in the same house-
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hold; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1980, the income data 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 

characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include' amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview: On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
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family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were mem· 
bers Of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureali"of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to ;the 
12 months prior to the interview whil~. other income data 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of t.he 
interview. Additional ·differences in the income data may:be 
attributed to the various ways income questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, 
survey procedures and techniques, and processing procedures:t' 

!·I: 

.} 

! 

\ 
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Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and 
Facsimile of the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1980 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS .. 
Urban and rural residence . 

Farm-nonfarm residence . • 

Counties .......... . 
Standard metropolitan statistical 

areas ............. . 

OEFINITIONS ANO EXPLANA­
TIONS OF SUBJECT 
CHARACTERISTICS ...... . 

General •...•.....••• 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1979 Annual 
Housing Surveys. . .. 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of Housing data . 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Housing data. 

Comparability with 19~0 and 
1980 Censuses of Population 
data ............ . 

Comparability with other 
current reports. 

Living Quarters .. 

Housing units .. 
Group quarters . 
Rules for mobile homes, 

hotels, rooming houses, etc .. 

Institutions ......... . 

Year-round housing units .. . 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construe· 
tion •........••.•.• 

Units lost from the inventory . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster ....... . 

Units lost through other 
means .......... . 

Unspecified units . . . . . 

Occupancy and Vacancy Charac-
teristics ............ . 

Population in housing units .. 

Occupied housing units. 

Race ...... . 

Spanish origin .. 

Tenure ..... . 

Site tenure ... . 

Previous occupancy. 

Cooperatives and condomin· 
iums ........... . 

Duration of occupancy .. . 

Year householder moved 
into unit ......... . 

Recent movers. . . . . . . . . . 

Present and previous units of 
recent movers . . . . . . 

Same or different house-
holder ........... . 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence. . . . . . . 
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App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-3 

App-3 

App-4 

App..S 

App-5 
App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-5 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

Main reason for move into 
present residence or 
neighborhood . . . . . 

Home ownership .... 

Vacant housing units . . . . .. 

Vacancy status ...... . 

Homeowner vacancy rate 

Rental vacancy rate. . . . 

Duration of vacancy .. 

HousirlG unit boarded up. 

Utilization Characteristics . 

Persons ....... . 

Rooms ........ . 

Persons per room . . . 

Bedrooms ..... . 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventtonal housing units 

Comptete kitchen facilities. 

Basement ...... . 

Year structure built ... . 

Units in structure ... . 

Elevator in structure .. . 

Insulation ........... . 

Insulation added or installed 
during last 12 months ..... 

Cost of insulation added or in-
stalled during last 12 months. 

In group of 6 or more mobile 
homes ........... . 

Roof .. , .... , ... . 

Interior walls and ceilings 

Interior floors ......... . 

Boarded-up buildings on same 
street ............ . 

Overall opinion of structure .. 

Common stairways ...... . 

~ight fixtures in public halls .. 

Electric wiring. . . . .. 

Electric wall outlets. . 

Electric fuse blowouts . 

Plumbing Characteristics. 

Plumbing facilities ... . 

Complete bathrooms ... . 

Source of water or water 
supply ........... . 

Sewage disposal ....... . 

Equipment, Fuels, and Senices . 

Telephone available ...... . 

Heating equipment . . 

Fireplaces and heating 
stoves ....... , ... , .. 

Supptemental cooling 
equipment .......... . 

Supplemental heating 
equipment acquired during 
last 12 months ....... . 

Supplemental solar water 
heating equipment. 

Insufficient heat ...... . 
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App-9 

App-9 
App-9 

App-9 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

Ai)p-10 

App-10 

App-10 
App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 
App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-12 
App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

Air conditioning. . . . . . . . . App-13 

Fuels used for house heating, 
water heating, and cooking. . App-13 

Extermination service App-14 

Financial Characteristics. . . . . . App-14 
Value. . . . . . . . . App-14 

Valu•income ratio. . . . . . . App-14 

Sales price asked . . . . . . . . 

Garage or carport on property. 

Mortgage ............ . 

Major source of downpayment 

Installment loan or contract. 
Monthly mortgage payment .. 

Real estate taxes last year . 

Property insurance . . . . . . 

Selected monthly housing 
costs. ........... . 

Selected monthly housing 
costs as percentage of 
income ....... . 

Alterations and repairs during 
last 12 months ........ . 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile home acquired .. 

Mobile home acquired new 

Contract rent ......... . 

Gross rent ........... . 

Gron rent in nonsubsidized 
housing .......... . 

Gross rent as percentage of 
income .......... . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized 
housing as percentage of 
income .......... . 

Inclusion in rent (garbage 
collection) ........ . 

Rent asked .......... . 

Public, private, or subsidized 
housing ........ . 

Household Characteristics . 
Household ....... . 

Householder . . . . . . . 

Household composition by 
age of householder .... 

Family or primary individual 

Subfamily .......... . 

Age of householder . . . . . . 
Persons 65 years old and over . 

Own children ......... . 

Other relative of householder . 

Nonrelative . . . . . . . . . . . 

Years of school completed by 
householder . . . . . . , . . . 

Means of transportation and 
distance and travel time to 
work ........... . 

Income ........... . 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY 
QUESTIONNAIRE' 1980 .... 
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App-14 

App-14 

App-14 
App-14 

App-14 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 

App-15 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 
App-16 

App-16 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 
App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 
App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban housing 
consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except Alaska), 
and towns (except in the New England States, New York, and 
Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the rural par· 
tions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more; and (c} other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural .housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(l)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which compriSes all 
rural units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which com­
prises the remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are 
classified as farm units if they are located on places of 10 or 
more acres from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 
or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview or 
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm prod­
ucts amounted to $250 or more during the 12-month period 
prior to the interview. Occupied units in rural territory which 
do not meet the definition for farm housing are classified as 
nonfarm. All vacant units in rural areas also are classified as 
nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are 
termed counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are 
termed parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas 
designated as census divisions have been defined for general 
statistical purposes by the State in cooperation with the Cen· 
sus Bureau and are treated as county equivalents. Four States 
(Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or 
more cities that are independent of any county; for statistical 
purposes, these independent cities are treated as county equiv­
alents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey correspond to the 243 SMSA's used in 
the 1970 census. These include the 22B SMSA's defined and 
named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government Print­
ing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 SMSA's 
were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, and an 
additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result of the 
1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, boundaries, 
and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected in this 
series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of Man­
agement and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 
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Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" i,,yith a com­
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are' socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen· 
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA <dentifies th.e 
central city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria 
used in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publica­
tion cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all 
housing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central 
cities, the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey was conducted by personal interview. The survey in­
terviewers were instructed to read the questions directly from 
the questionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for 
each subject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various 
technical and procedural materials used in the collection of the 
data. This material helped the field interviewers to understand 
more fully the intent of each question and thus to resolve 
problems or unusual cases. Additional explanatory information 
has been added to this portion of the text to assist the user in 
understanding the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1979 Annual Housing Sur­
veys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 

· through 1980 reports are essentially the same. However, there 
are significant differences in the measurement of housing losses 
between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 1980 reports. In 
the 1974 through 19BO reports, the data refer to losses of 
individual housing units. Also, in 1973, a housing unit was 
counted as a loss only when the whole structure in, which the 
unit was located was lost from the inventory. In addition, the 
source of the 1970 data in the 1974 through 1980 reports is the 
1970 census unpublished tabulations; however. the 1970 data in 
the 1973 report are from both published and unpublished 
tabulations. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively 
small sample size, particular care should be taken in making year 
to year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear in 
both the 1970 census and the 19BO survey. 
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There is a major difference, however, in the time period of 
the "recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this 
series). In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are 

-households that moved into their unit during the 12 months 
prior to the interview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 
1970 Census of Housing reports, different time periods were 
used. 1.n Volume 11, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the 
shortest time period for "year moved into unit," is 1969 to 
March 1970 (1 1/4 years); in Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, the period is 1969 to December 1970 (ap­
proximately 2 years); and in Volume VII, No. 5, Mover House-­
holds, the time period is April 1965 to March 1970 (approx­
imately 5 years). 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. Additional differences between the 1980 
Annual Housing Survey data and the 1970 census data may be 
attributed to several factors. These include the extenSive use of 
self-enumeration in the census in contrast to personal interview 
in the Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing pro­
cedures; the estimation procedures and sample designs; the 
sa~pling variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing 
Survey; to a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated 
with the sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors 
associated with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the 
housing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are 
given for- the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conVersions, other 
additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and housing ·units 
that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com­
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1980 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the year-structure-built item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by new construc­
tion. 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of HoUsing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop­
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, 
and owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic 
unit of tabulation in this report·is the housing unit; in volume V, 
it is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
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the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this ~eport, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. In 
volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1980 Annual Housing Survey 
.(AHS). 

There are two significant differences, however, in the housing 
unit definition. First, in the 1980 AHS, the housing.unit defini· 
tion requires a unit to be separate living quarters, having either 
direct access or complete kitchen facilities. For the 1980 census, 
the ~Omplete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with 
direct access required of all units. Second, in the 1980 census, 
vacant mobile homes are included in the housing inventory 
provided they are intended for occupancy on the site where 
they stand. In the 1980 AHS, all vacant mobile homes are 
excluded from the housing inventory. 

There are several other major differences between the 1980 
census and the 1980 AHS. In the 1980 AHS. living arrange· 
ments containing five or more persons,· not related to "the 
person in charge, were classified as group quarterS. In the 1980 
census, the requirement was raised to nine or more persons not 
related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identified in the 1980 
AHS. These units were not identified separately in· the 1980 
census, but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied 
units. The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and 
renter-occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1980 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
iterils must be inside the specific housing unit. Other defini­
tional differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1980 AHS data and the 
1980 census data may be attributed to several factors. These 
include the extensive use of self enumeration in the census in 
contrast to personal interview in the Annual Housing Survey; 
differences in processing procedures; the estimation procedures 
and sample designs; the sampling variability of the est:mates 
from the Annual Housing Survey; to a smaller extent, the sam­
pling variability associated with the sample data from the 
census; the nonsampling errors associated with the Annual 
Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling errors asso­
ciated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions: the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1980 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
based on responses to a single question: the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. There-
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fore, the 1980 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last 
been enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was com­
pleted. 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by 
the Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, 
care should be taken when comparing data from the Annual 
Housing Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey-Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximately 78,000. units 
(interviews obtained for approximately 70,000 occupied and 
vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of 
the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1980 Annual 
Housing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the sam~. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and proc­
essing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 78,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several. publications under the general title Current 
Population Reports. Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annu~I Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major 
difference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, house· 
holders that moved into their units during the 12 months prior 
to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the Cur­
rent Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified 
as "movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period cover­
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of- the interview, while the time period for 
income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the 
calendar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also 
significant differences in the way income questions are asked. For 
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''years of school completed by householder,'' the difference cited 
in the section, "comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of 
Population data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1980 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from.the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is a 
sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the designated 
sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. Data were 
collected on ownership, availability, and recent purchases of 
automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and sele~ted 

major household appliances. Information on the price paid is 
obtained for recently purchased items. The data can be ob­
tained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Wash­
ington, D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are 
differences in the concepts and definitions between the tWo. 
For example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel 
vehicles, such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in 
the Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the. number of 
such vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of 
the family. The data collected in the Annual Housing Survey re­
flect the number of automobiles and trucks owned or regularly 
used by any member of th~ household, including nonrelatives. 
Additional differences may be attributed to such factors as 
estimation procedures, sampling variability, and nonsampling 
errors. 

Current Construction Repons from the Survey of Construction 
and Survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs-The Census 
Bureau issues several publications under the general title, 
"Current Construction Reports." The data for these reports are 
primarily from the Survey of Construction and Survey of 
Residential Alterations and Repairs. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 
16,000 permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The, 
reports from the survey contain current data on housing starts 
and completions, construction authorized by building permits, 
housing units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing 
places, new one-unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics 
of new housing, and value of new construction put in place. The 
concepts and definitions used in this report differ from some of 
those used in the Survey of Construction. The major difference 
is that the Survey of Construction shows counts and charac­
teristics of housing units in various stages of construction 
through completion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts 
and characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional 
differences between the 1980 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and proc­
essing procedures. 
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The survey of Residential Alterations and Repairs is a sample 
survey of approximately 4,500 designated owner-occupied 
properties. Data are collected on expenditures by property 
owners for upkeep and improvement of residential properties 
including renter-occupied housing units, single as well as multi· 
un_it structures, and units on 10. acres or more. The data on 
alterations and repairs in this report are restricted to one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres and no business on property. 
For additional information on the Survey of Residential Altera· 
tions and Repairs, see Current Construction Reports, Series 
C50, Residential Alterations and RepaifS. 

Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., a single-family home, apartment house, 
hotel or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). 
Living quarters may also be in structures intended for non· 
residential use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watch· 
man lives). as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old 
railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as sepa.rate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in 
which the occupants do not live and eat with any other persons 
in the structure and which have either (1) direct access from the 
outside of the building or through a common hall which is used 
or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit or by 
the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons 
who share living arrangements (except as described in the 
section on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of 
separateness, direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for 
exclusive use are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible. If the information cannot be obtained, the criteria are 
applied to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant 
housing units are included in the housing inventory, except that 
mobile homes, trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the 
like, are included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for in· 
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, mili· 
tary barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or 
apartment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the 
person in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no 
person in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. lnforma· 
tion on the housing characteristics of group quarters was not 
collected. 
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Rules for mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile 
homes or trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not con· 
sidered housing units if vacant, used only for business, or used 
only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or Si:Jites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are occu­
pied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters 
contain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, 
they are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters 
contain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separat': 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other 
living quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant 
units intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are e·xcluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable iriformation for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1980 reports shown for 
"all year-round housing units" may not be comparable to the 
corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because the 
1974 through 1980 tabulations included an estimation pro· 
cedure which adjusted the survey counts of "vacant year-round" 

and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units separately to 
independent current estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in 
appendix 8.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units 
were combined with several categories of year-round vacancies 
(rented or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and· 
other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total of the inde­
pendent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 
1980 data for "vacant-seasonal and migratory" housing units 
and for "all year-round housing Units" adhere more closely to 
the independently derived current estimates than they did in 
1973. The 1974 through 1980 characteristics for "all occupied 
units," "owner occupied," and "renter occupied" are, how­
ever, cOmparable with the corresponding 1973 data. 



- App-6 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc­
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under con­
struction at the time of the interview only if construction had 
proceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors 
were installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing 
units built during this period but removed from the housing 
inventory before the interview are not reflected in the new 
construction counts for the 1970 to 1980 period. In the Annual 
Housing Survey, data on new construction were obtained 
prim_arily from a sample of units selected from building permits; 
in the 1970 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of 
Inventory Change, new construction data were obtained from 
tabulations of the 1970 census sample records of units built 
1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through 
other means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses 
and of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 
1974 through 1980 surveys cover all losses, including those in 
structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was 
counted as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole struc· 
ture in which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 
1974 through 1980 surveys and in the 1970 Census of Housing, 
Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data on 
losses refer to all housing .unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost t'hrough disaster were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when it 
was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component irlcludes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Units lost by change to group quarters; for example, a 
housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 and by a 
family and five lodgers at the time of the 1980 survey. 

2. Units lost from the inventory because they 'are vacant and 
either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer protect 
the interior from the elements or the unit is severely dam­
aged by fire. 

3. Vacant units lost from the inventory because there is positive 
evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house or block) that the 
units are scheduled for demolition or rehabilitation or that 
they are condemned for reasons of health or safety so that 
further occupancy is prohibited. 
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4. Units lost by change to entirely nonresidential use. 
5. Units moved from site since October 1973. Such moves in 

the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss from the 
total inventory since they presumably represerit units added 
in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 AHS, a housing unit was counted as lost through 
other means when the entire structure in which it was located 
was lost to the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 1980 surveys, the 
data on losses refer to all housing unit losses inclUding losses of 
units in structures which still contained one or more housing 
units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of c~ange in the 
housing inventory for which the Annual Housing ~urvey pro· 
vides no specific measures. The survey procedures do not 
include a measure of conversions and mergers and units added 
from other sOurces such as nonresidential structures. The n~t 
effect of these omissions on the change in the total housing 
inventory is not known. 

Units changed by conve~ion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as adding a room or 
installing partitions to form another housing unit. Change in 
use is a simple rearrangement in the use of space without 
structural alteration, such as locking a door whic.:, closes Jfi 

one or more rooms to form a separate housing unit. 

Units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units 
through structural alteration or change in use. Structural 
alteration includes such changes as the removal of partitions 
or dismantling of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result 
from a simple rearrangement of space without structural 
alteration, such as unlocking a door which formerly 
separated two housing units. A change in use also occurs, for 
example, when a family occupies both floors of a house 
which formerly contained a separate housing unit on each 
floor. 

Units added through other sources-Any housing unit added 
to the inventory through sources other than new construe· 
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units 
created from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or 
barn. Also included are units moved from one site to 
another. Such units, if moved within the same area, do not 
necessarily result in a net addition to the total inventory 
since they presumably represent units lost in the place from 
which they were moved. A previously vacant mobile home or 
trailer, whether on a different site or the same site, is a net 
addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 
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Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent-for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear­
cut scientific -definitions of biological stock. The interviewer 
was to report the race of the householder in three categories: 
White, Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes 
American Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any 
other race except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given 
separately for White and Black householders; units with house­
holders of other races are included in the total in table 1 of 
parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics 
of units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 
The classification of race in the Annual Housing Survey was 
made by the interviewer based on his own observation. In the 
1970 and 1980 censuses, race was essentially a self-classification 
by people according to the race with which they identified 
themselves. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to 
the origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. 
Detailed characteristics of units with householder of Spanish 
origin are presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was 
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self­
identification of a person's origin or descent. Respondents were 
asked to select their origins from a "flash card." Persons of 
Spanish origin were those who indicated that their ori9in was 
either Mexican American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1980 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970census, 1980census, 
and other current surveys. In the· 1970 census aiid current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identified according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1980 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the owner or 
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully 
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is "owner 
occupied" only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other 
occupied units are classified as "renter occupied," including 
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment 
of cash rent. 
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Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted tC? mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or are 
buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The site is 
considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for the use 
of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living in the 
sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor pay cash 
rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy is 
divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied." "Previously occupied" indicates that 
some person or persons occupied the sample housing unit prior 
to the householder's or other related household member's 
occupancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
householder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the 
first occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a· type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units. is owned by a 
corporation of member-owners. Each individual member is 
entitled to occupy an individual housing unit and is a 
shareholder in the corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to 
various types of structures including single-family houses, 
rowhouses, townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the householder; the data refer to 
the period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown 
on whether the householder lived in the housing unit "less 
than 3 months" or "3 months or longer." A householder who 
"lived here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to 
the previous February. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart· 
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire house­
hold moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected 
for the head of household. For an explanation, see the defini­
tion of householder on page App-17. 
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Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter­
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported 
for the householder. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The "present" 
unit is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover house­
holder at the time of the interview. The "previous" unit is 
the unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the "previous" unit is the one from which the 
householder last moved. 

Same or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous ur.it are generally the same as those for the present 
unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit 
is the same person as the householder in the previous unit 
(identified in the tables as "same householder") is considered 
essentially the same even though there may have been some 
changes in the composition of the household. Conversely, a 
household in which there was no change except for a new 
householder was considered a household with "different 
householder.'' 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the house­
holder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
from the previous unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to reasons such as job transfer, looking for work, take a 
new job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, com· 
muting reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, 
to be closer to relatives, newly married, familY increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own his/her own residence, neighborhood over­
crowded, change in racial or ethnic composition of neighbor­
hood, wanted better neighborhood, lower rent or less expensive 
house, wanted better house, displaced by urban renewal, high· 
way construction, or other publi'c activity, displaced by private 
action, wanted to rent residence, wanted residence with more 
conveniences, and occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 
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Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood­
The statistics ~resented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classi­
fication categories refer to the principal reason the house· 
holder moved into the present unit. The category "job 
related reasons" refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take 
a new job, entered U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more 
expensive place or better investment, residence with more 
conveniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other 
housing needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home ownership-Data are shown for householders who, 
during the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into 
the sample housing unit. These data are restricted ~o owner­
occupied units and show the nuriiber of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Vacant housing units-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet ·occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or 
doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the uriit is to be 
demolished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being 
used entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." 1'Seasonal" units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, sUch as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and loggers. "Migratory" units are vacant units held' for occu· 
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pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during 
the crop season. 

"Year-round" vacant housing units are available or intended 

for occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area 
which is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered 
year-round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year 
is also considered year-round. 

"Year-round" vacant units are subdivided as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also 
include vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project 
if the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been 
paid or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as 
of the date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been 
sold but the new owner has not yet moved in, the year­
round vacant unit is classified as "rented or sold, not 
occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is 'neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held 
off market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant 
ye.ar-round units which are held for weekend or other 
occasional use throughout the year. The intent of this 
question was to identify homes reserved by their owners as 
second homes. Because of the difficulty of distinguishing 
between this category and seasonal vacancies, it is possible 
that some "second homes" are classified as "seasonal" and 
vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere}-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not 
offered for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage 
occupied at the time of the interview by a family who has a 
usual place of residence in the city ls included in the count of 
vacant units. If the house in the city were in the survey 
sample, it would be reported "occupied" and would be 
included in the count of occupied units since the occupants 
are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into 
any of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is 
classified as "other vacant." For example, this category 
includes units held for settlement of an estate, units held for 
occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held for 
personal reasons of the owner. If separate distributions are 
not presented for "held for occasional use" or "temporarily 
occupied by URE" housing units, these categories are also 
included. 

•. '.'. 
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Character!stics of vacant housing are limited to y~ar-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, 
counts of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report 
series. 

The 1974 through 1980 counts for "seasonal and migratory," 
"year-round, rented or sold not Occupied," "year-round, held 
for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" may not 
be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in the 
1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1980 tabulations. For 1974 
through 1980, the estimation procedure adjusted the survey 
counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" units separately to independent current estimates. 
{See section on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant­
seasonal and migratory" units were combined with several 
categories of year-round vacancies (rented or sold not occupied; 
held for occasional use; and other vacant) and were adjusted to 
the combined total of the independent estimates for these 
categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1980 data for vacant units 
adhere more closely to the independent estimates than the 1973 
data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1980 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent of 
the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied unit$ 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1980 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all 
year-round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The 
rental vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but 
not occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last 
occupants moved from the unit to the date of the interview. 
The data, therefore, ao not provide a direct measure of the total 
length of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units 
which have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is 
counted from the date construction was completed. For 
recently converted or merged units, the time is reported from 
the date conversion or merger was completed. Units occupied 
entirely by persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are 
excluded from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro­
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the 
covering of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar 
materials to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit 
structure or a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be 
boarde~ up. This item was collected by interviewer observation. 
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Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the house· 
holder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, wards, 
foster children, and resident employees who share the living 
quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of house­
hold was used, see definition of householder on page App-17). 
The data on "persons" show categories of the number of one­
person through seven-or-more-person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a legal 
residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on "rooms" are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, 
dining rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. ~lso included 
are rooms used for offices by a person living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition 
from floor to ceiling, but not if the partition c6nsists only of 
shelves or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are 'bathrooms, halls, 
foyers or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics or 
basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-"Persons per room" is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number"of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. The figures shown 
refer, therefore, to the number of housing units having the 
specified ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even though used infrequently, are counted as bedrooms. 
On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other purposes, even 
though used also for sleeping, such as a living room with a hide­
away bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing unit con­
sisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency apart· 
ment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedrooms lacking privacy are shown for housing 
units with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to 
units with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half 
bath in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet. 
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Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with 
piped water, (2) a range or cookstove,and (3) a mechanical refrig­
erator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the .structure. 
They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only portable 
cooking equipment are not considered as having a range or cook­
stove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical refrigerator._ 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the 
occupants when they are used only by the occupants of one 
housing unit, including lodgers or other unrelated persons living 
in the unit. When a structure consists of only one housing unit, 
all equipment located inside the structure is classified, by 
definition, for exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen 
facilities had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the 
last occupant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the nUmber of 
housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which 
persons can walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Year structure built-"Year structure built" refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, 
added to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units 
in structures built during the specified periods and in existence 
at the time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimate and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year b'uilt for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were 
counted. The statistics are presented for the number of,housing 
units in structures of specified type and size, not by the ,number 
of residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space on 
all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A 
one-unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls ex­
tending from ground to roof which divide it from other 
adjoining structures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home or 
trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, only a 
porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on "ele'vator in structure" are 
for the number of housing units in structures with four floors or 
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more which have a passenger elevator. Units are in a "walkup" 
structure of four floors or more if the structure has no passenger 
elevator or if the only elevator service is for freight. 

Insulation-Statistics on insulation are presented separately by 
whether or not the housing unit has any of three categories of 

insulation (storm windows, storm doors, and attic or roof 
insulation) and by whether any of six categories of insulation 
(storm windows, storm doors, attic or roof insulation, wall 
insulation, caulking or weather stripping, and other insulation) 
were added to the housing ·unit during the 12 months prior to 
the time of intei-view. The purpose of these types of insulation 
is to reduce heat loss during the winter and heat gain during the 
summer. The statistics are shown only for occupied one.unit 
structures and occupied mobile homes and trailers. 

Storm windows or other protective window covering-"'!"his 
category refers to protective window covering, such as storm 
windows, double-glazed glass closeable shutters, or plastic. 
Housing units with "some windows covered" have protective 
coverings over some, but not all windows. 

Storm doors-This category refers to additional doors hung 
in exterior doorways. Doors on attached garages are not 
included. Housing units with "some doors covered" have 
storm doors on some, but not all, exterior door openings. 

Attic or roof insulation-This category includes roll or blanket 
insulation encased in a paper covering, fiberglass batting, and 
loose inSulation which is poured or blown between the attic 
floor joists. 

Wall insulation-This category refers to any type of fiber, 
foam, or loose insulation in exterior walls of the housing 
unit. Data are only available for wall insulation added during 
the 12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Caulking or weather stripping of exterior doors or windows­
The statistics for caulking or weather stripping are presented 
only for housing units to which they were added in the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. "Caulking" refers to 
a putty type material used to close cracks or ai~ spaces which 
permit heat loss in the winter or heat gain in the summer. 
"Weather stripping" refers to the application of a thin 
strip of metal, felt, or wood, etc., to the joint of a door or 
window sash, the jamb, and casing or sill, which seals tight 
against air passage. 

Other insulation-This item refers to any type of home in· 
sulation other than those mentioned above, such as the 
insulating of hot water pipes or hot water heater, or the in· 
sulating of floors or crawl spaces. The data for this item are 
only available when the "other insulation" was added in the 
12 months prior to the time of interview. 

Insulation added or installed during last 12 months-This item 
presents data on insulation added or installed during the 12 
months prior to the time of interview. For definition of the 
types of insulation added or installed, see "insulation." 
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Cost of insulation added or installed d!J~ing -last· 12 months-· 
This item refers to the total cost of insulation added or installed 
to the housing unit in the 12 months prior to the ·time of 

interview. These cost figures include any charges paid for 
insulation. For definitions of the insulation types, see 
"insulation." 

In group of 6 or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and trailers 
that are gathered close together are considered to be in a 
"group." This may be a large mobile home park containing 
many units or it may be a small number grouped together on a 

single site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those in 
which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of water 
leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water having 
leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs of water 
leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected. 
If the signs or water leakage are caused by a problem inside the 
structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was classified as 
having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or 
peeling paint on the interior ceilings or walls of a housing unit. 
Included are cracks or holes that do not go all the w'ay through 
to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted in and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open 
cracks or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit: The holes do not have 
to go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused 
by nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which 
the sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded 
up if they are abandoned, permanently vacant, and show severe 
signs of neglect; have most of their visible windows broken or 
missing; or have their windows and doors covered by wood, 
metal, or some other similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion· of his house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure as 
excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are pre· 
sented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
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common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the_ physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair railings. 
Common stairways are stairways which are usually used by the 
occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures in public halls-The statistics on light fixtures in 
public halls are presented for housing units in structures of two 
or more units with public halls which have light fixtures, and 
whether the light fixtures are in working order. Light fixtures 
include wall lights, ceiling lights, or table lamps in the public 
halls of the building. Public halls are used by the occupants of 
more than one unit or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out· 
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as ex­
posed wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having 
electric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A 
working electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is 
in operating condition; i.e .. can be used when needed. If a room 
does not have an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used 
in place of a wall outlet is not considered to be an electric 
wall outlet. 

Electric fuse blowouts-These statistics are for occupied housing 
units which have had an electric circuit fuse blown or breaker 
switch tripped during the 3 months prior to the interview. The 
data are restricted to households whose householder has been at 
the present address for at least 90 days prior to the date of the 
interview. A blown fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the 
temporary loss of electricity until the fuse is replaced or the 
breaker switch reset. Blown fuses inside certain appliances or 
equipment (such as some large air conditioners). are counted 
as "fuse or switch blowouts." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
"Lacking some or all plumbing facilities" means that the unit 
does not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and 
cold piped water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the 
structure, or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the 
use of the occupants of other housing units. 
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Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and 
bathtub or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water 
in the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. A half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or 
shower for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a 
complete bathroom. 

1:he category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilities but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-"A public system or private 
company" refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing 
units. If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it 
is classified as an "individual well." Water sources such as 
springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in 
the "other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A "public sewer" is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground 
tank or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage is 
disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with a 
telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number of 
telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-"Warm-air furnace" refers to a central 
system which provides warm air through ducts leading to 
various rooms. A "heat pump" refers to an electric all-in-one 
heating-cooling system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, 
a refrigerant, and a compressor to provide heating in the winter 
and cooling in the summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally 
installed with ducts to the rooms are included in this category. 
"Steam or hot water" refers to a central heating system in 
which heat from steam or hot water is delivered through 
radiators or other outlets. "Built-in electric units" are per­
manently installed 'in floors, walls, ceilings, or baseboards. A 
"floor, wall, or pipeless furnace" delivers warm air to the room 
right above the furnace or to the room(s) on one or _both sides 
of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 
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"Room heaters with flue" include circulating heaters, 
convectors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters 
that burn gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to 
a flue, vent, or chimney to remove .smoke and fumes. "Room 
heaters without flue" include any room heater (not portable) 
that burns gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney. "Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters" 
include room heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood or 
other solids. It also includes portable room heaters that burn 
kerosene, gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as 
portable electric heaters that get current from an electrical wall 
outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

Fireplaces and heating stoves-Data are shown for occupied 
housing units having a fireplace or heating stove in working 
order, and for the main type of fuel used in the fireplace or 
heating stove during the 12 months prior to the interview. 
If the main fuel used was wood or wood byproducts, data are 
presented showing whether or not all the wood or wood 
byproducts were purchased. Wood byproducts include paper, 
synthetic logs, wood chips, charcoal, or a_ny other products 
that are derived from natural wood. 

Supplemental cooling equipment-This item refers to occupied 
housing units having central air conditioning. "Individual room 
air-conditioning unit" includes any type of air-conditioning 
unit that is installed in the wall or in a window and does not 
have a duct system. "Awnings" include any type of window 
coverings such as metal or cloth that are hung over the outside 
of the window to reduce the amount of light or heat entering 
the window. "Dehumidifier" includes any equipment or ap­
pliance that is used to remove excess moisture from the air. 
"Ceiling fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that is 
installed in the ceiling and is used only to circulate air. "Attic 
fan" refers to any type of motor driven fan that is installed in 
the ceiling or attic and is used to pull hot air from a room or 
from the house. "Window fan" refers to any motor driven 
fan intended to be inserted into a window and is used to cir· 
culate air or to exhaust hot air. "Portable fan" refers to any 
fan that can be hand carried easily, such as a floor or table fan. 

Supplemental heating equipment acquired during last 12 
months-This item refers to any supplementary heating equip· 
ment acquired, in addition to regular heating equipment, in the 
12 months prior to interview. Housing units with fireplaces, 
stoves, or portable room heaters as their main heating source 
are excluded from this item. 

Supplemental solar water heating equipment-This item refers 
to the use of energy available from sunlight to heat water sup· 
plementlng the housing units regular water heating equipment. 
The statistics are limited to housing units with hot piped water 
and the use of a primary water heating fuel other than solar 
heat. 
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Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer.to housing units 
in which the householder occu.pied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived 
here "last winter," the householder must have moved into the 
unit prior to February 1980. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
and rooms which lacked specified heat source. The term "speci· 
tied heating equipment" includes warm-air furnace; steam or 
hot water systems; built-in electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless 
furnace; and room heaters with flue. Excluded are room heaters 
without flue or vent, fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which had to use additional sources of 
heat to supplement the regular heating system because the 
regular system did not provide enough heat. Additional sources 
of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or portable heaters, 
may have been used only in the mornings or on very cold eve­
nings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot water bottles are 
not considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with "speci­
fied heating equipment" which did not contain the means of 
conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not considered 
to be a room for this item. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discern· 
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating 
equipment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this 
item was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated 
types of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants 
of the unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, 
fans, or blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. 
A room unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in 
a window or an outside wall and is generally intended to cool 
one room, although it may sometimes be used to cool more 
than one room. A central system is a central installation which 
air-conditions the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, 
a central system may cool all apartments in the building, each 
apartment may have its own central system, or there may be 
several systems, each providing central air conditicning for a 
group of apartments. A central installation with individual 
room controls is a central air-conditioning system. 

Fuels used for house heating, water heating, and cooking­
"Utility gas" is gas which is piped through underground pipes 
from a central system cind serves a neighborhood. "Bottled, 
tank, or LP gas" is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles 
which are either refilled or exchanged when empty. "Fuel oil" 
is heating oil normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for 
use by the heating system. "Kerosene, etc." includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other similar combustible liquids. 
"Electricity" is generally supplied by means of above or under· 
ground electric power lines. "Coal or coke" refers to coal or 
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any coal derivative usually delivered by means of truck. "WOod" 
refers to the use of wood or wood charcoal, etc., as a fuel. 
"Solar heat" refers to the use of energy available from sunlight 
as a heating fuel source. 

Extermination service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address 
for at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence 
include droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food 
containers. "Regular extermination service" refers to periodic 
visits by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals 
and sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular 
service interval may be once a month, four times a year, or 
any other such interval. "Irregular extermination SE!rvice" 
includes visits by an exterminator who is called only when 
needed by the household or building manager, or where it is 
known that a building is serviced but it is not known whether 
the service is regular or irregular. "No extermination service" 
includes units in a house or building that has not be_en serviced 
during the 12 months prior to the interview and where it is not 
known if there is any extermination service. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio-The value-income ratio is compu_ted by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money in­
come of the family or primary individual. The data are pre­
sented for the same owner-occupied units for which "value" 
was tabulated (see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was com­
puted separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest 
tenth. In reporting value, respondents were asked to select an 
appropriate class interval. The midpoints of the value intervals 
were used in the computation of the value-income ratio, except 
that a mean of $3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 
and a mean of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or 
more. For income, the dollar amounts were used.· Units occu­
pied by families or primary individuals who reported no income 
or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is the 
amount asked for the property at the time of the interview and 
may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The sta-
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t1st1cs on sales price ·asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on l~s than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment ~r medical or dental office on the prope_rty. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it is 
currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip­
m_ent or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached. but it must be on the R!'"operty. Ex­
cluded are garages or carports that have been converted to other 
uses such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, 
an area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be 
used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish­
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data ex­
clude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. A 
mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land ~ntracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category "units with no mortgage." Also included in ~his cate­
gory are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but 
pays a "ground rent"; that is, the occupant owns the unit but 
leases, rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. ' 

Major source of downpayment-This item refers to the source of 
the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or con· 
dominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing 
other than a mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure 
was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited. to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. 
Mobile homes and trailers where payments are being made 
towards their purchase comprise the category, "with install· 
ment loan or contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner­
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire and hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even 
if they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 
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Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner­

occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes, and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last Vear" refers to the yearly total amount of al I real estate 
taxes payable on the entire property during the last billing 
period. It includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included 
are payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or 
payments for special assessments, facilities, or services. When 
the real estate taxes are included with the mortgage, a separate 
amount for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing 
units for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the com­
putation of the mean. 

Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; 
that is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against 
loss due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc .. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of insur­
ance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types of 
homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the insur­
ance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a separate 
amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount of the 
insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an entire 
12-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance is shown only as a component of "s-elected 
monthly housing costs" and "selected monthly ho~sing costs as 
percentage of income." The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-occupied coopera­
tive and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs-The data are presented sepa­
rately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 
acres having no commercial establishment or medical or dental 
office on the property and for owner-occupi~d mobile homes 
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner­
occupied cooperative and condominium· units. Separate distri­
butions ar~ shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for 
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install· 
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the 
monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment loan 
contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile home or 
trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities 
(electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to 
report the amount of their payment and/or those households 
that did not report their real estate taxes are included in the 
"not reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and 
trailers, households that had an installment loan or contract but 
did not report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also 
included in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. This percentage is presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly 
housing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "Selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed sepa­
rately for each unit and was rounded to the ~earest tenth of .a 
percent. For income. and "selected monthly housing costs," the 
dollar amc:>unts were used. Units occupied by families or pri­
mary individuals who reported no income or a net loss comprise 
the category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of, or did not 
pay mortgage or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were 
included in the "not reported" category. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

The data are presented according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The ~ost. 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250, it 
was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs by 
themselves cost $250 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, 
or below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed 
space within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement 
added onto a house. It may also be construction of other 
buildings on the property. The building, such as a garage, 
may not necessarily be attached. 

Alterations-These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding 
grounds. Alterations inside the structure include any type of 
remodeling resulting in permanent modification of space; for 
example, construction of a breakfast noo~ in a kitchen. 
It may involve completely remodeling a room, such as a 
kitchen or bathroom, or a structural change, such as separa­
tion of living and dining areas by a permanent room divider. 
It may also include attached equipment installed in the house 
for the first time; i.e., built-in dishwasher. Alterations out­
side the structure consist of installing walks, driveways, 
fences, storm windows or doors, planting trees or shrubbery, 
or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements-This refers to the complete substitution of a 
new piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances 
for an old item that was previously there; for example, a new 
gas furnace or central air-conditioning system for one that 
no longer functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such 
as clothes washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 
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Repairs-This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equip­
ment; for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mend­
ing water pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such 
as a furnace valve. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time for purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner­
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Year 
acquired" is the calendar year that the cufrent owner took 
possession of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the 
mobile home or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes 
purchase as well as other forms of taking possession such as 
inheritance, gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. "Acquired 
new" means that no other person or family lived in the mobile 
home or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Renter units occupied ·without pay­
ment of cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con­
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, 
etc.) if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by 
someone else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in 
addition to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services 
that may be iricluded. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate 
differentials which result from varying practices in the inclusion 
of utilities and fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated 
costs of water and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they 
are converted to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data tor mobile homes and trailers are not re­
stricted by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of 
cash rent are shown separately as "no cash rent" in the rent 
tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for nonsub­
sidized housing units excludes units reported in public housing 
projects, units with Federal, State, or. local government rent 
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subsidies,. as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. In 
this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on gov­
ernment or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject to 
the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as subsi­
dized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a percent­
age of the tot~I income of the family or primary individual. The 
percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units for 
which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross rent as 
percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain renter­
occupied housing units. The percentage is computed separately 
for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole number. For 
gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are used in the com­
putation. Units for which no cash rent is paid and units oc­
cupied by families or primary individuals who report no income 
or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1980 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income­
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as per­
centage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubsi­
dized units in this report are not based on government or local 
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respond­
ent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection)-Counts are shown sepa­
·rately for units in which garbage collection is included in the 
rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied units for which 
cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres or 
more. 

Included are units which ha_ve garbage collection service 
available in connection with the building. The service may be 
public or private and must be available without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one 
company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data 
refer to the garbage collection service. 

Rent asked-For vacant units, the rent is the amount asked for 
the housing unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant. year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately for units in which the rent includes payment 
for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, coal, kero· 
sene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown for units in 
which the rent includes payment for utilities and fuels, as well 
as garbage collection service. 

Public, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is classi­
fied as being in a "public housing project" if the structure in 
which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
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or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency. and operated as 
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All· other !lousing units are classified as "private 
housing." 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the 
unit is subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent 
because a Federal, State, or local government program pays part 
of the cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating 
expenses. These programs include ( 1) the interest subsidy pro· 
grams of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for rental and cooperative housing for moderate-income 
families, (2) the rent supplement program where part of the rent 
for low-income families occupying certain types of rental 
housing projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan pro­
gram of HUD for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one­
unit structures on 10 acres or more and renter units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the 
unit as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsub­
sidized housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the 
same as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household me~ber 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In all the previous AHS re­
ports (1973 to 1979), the concept "head" of household was 
used. One person in each household was designated as the head, 
that is the person who was regarded as the head by the respond­
ent. However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more­
person households and for one-person households. Households 
having two or more persons are f1:nther subdivided as follows: 

Married couple families, no nonrelatives-Each household in 
this group consists of the householder and spouse, and other 
persons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder-This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife 
absent because of separation or other reaSon where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and male householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with male householder, wife present and non­
relatives living with them. 
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Other female householder-This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female house­
holders who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included 
are households with female householder, husband present 
and nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-person households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either "families" or "primary individuals." The term "family" 
refers to the householder and all (one or more) other persons 
living in the same household who are related to the householder 
by blood, marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone 
or with nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a 
"primary individual." 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are 
included in the family and are not considered as separate 
families. A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the 
householder is considered a member of the household but not 
of the lami ly. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are 
always inclu_ded in one of the three major groups of two-or­
more-person households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives 
living with them are tabulated as other male or female house­
holder. Primary individuals living alone are always tabulated as 
one-person households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married 
couple sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-AH persons, including the house· 
holder, who are members of the household and are 65 years old 
and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years old and 
over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of "own" children of 
householder, are shown in this. report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an "own" child if he or she is a single (never 

married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a house· 
holder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 

total count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption ex­
cept wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 
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Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, 
resident employees, wards, and foster children are included in 
this category. 

Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or riight 
school, and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, 
"regular schooling" is formal education which may advance a 
person toward an elementary or high school diploma, or college, 
university, or prOfessional school degree. Schooling or tutoring 
in other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are reported as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system .. Householders. whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school, were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and non· 
credit adult education classes is not counted as "regular 
schooling." 

Means of transportation and distance and travel time to work­
The statistics are restricted to householders who had a job 
the week prior to the interview. A job is defined as a definite 
arrangement for regular part·time or full-time work for pay 
every week or every month. Householders who do not report 
to the same place of work every day comprise the "no fixed 
place of work" category. 

Householder's principal means of transportation to work-If 

different means of transportation are used on different days, 
the means used most often is recorded. If more than one 
means of transportation is used each day, the means cover­
ing the greatest distance is recorded. A "carpool" is where 
one or more persons regularly ride in the car with the house­
holder; the householder may share driving, drive others, or 
ride with someone else. The category "mass transportation" 
includes railroad, subway, elevated transportation system, 
bus, and streetcar. 

Distance from home to work-The statistics refer to the one­
way distance the householder travels from home to work. 

Travel time from home to work-The data refer to the average 
time it takes the householder to travel one-way from home 
to work. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
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amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self­
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement. 
income, public assistance· or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance pre­
miums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statisticfrelate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupyir:ig the housing 
unit, i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the 
family and all other members of the family 14 years old and. 
over, or the income of the primary individual. 'Incomes of 
persons living in the unit but not related to the householder are 
not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; dis­
ability insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipt of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are 
also included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which 
include cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen­
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the V~terans' Admin· 
istration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors 
of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic re· 
ceipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child sup­
port from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as 
income: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such prop­
erty); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between relatives living in the same house· 
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hold; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments. inheritances, 
and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1980, the income data 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members of 
the family during all or part of the income period if these 
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of the 
interview. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
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family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were mem­
bers of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period 
for income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 
12 months prior to the interview while other income data 
generally refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the 
interview. Additional differences in the income data may be 
attributed to the various ways income questions are asked, 
the sampling variability and nonsampling errors between the 
Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, 
survey procedures and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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