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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence— Urban housing comprises all hous-
ing units in urbanized areas and in ptaces of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous-
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns {except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b} unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated
or unicorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC(1)-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence—In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises ali rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the
remaining rural units, Occupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to
$250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview.
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini-
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Counties — The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
"counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur-
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia} contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) used in the
Annual Housing Survey (AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's
defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication,
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967,1.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, After 1967, 15
SMSA’s were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968,
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria,
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected
in this series of reports. SMSA’s are defined by the Office of
Management and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget).
Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a ¢county or
group of contiguous counties which contains at least ons city

of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or ‘‘twin cities’” with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun-
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are socially and economically integrated with the central city.
In the New England States, SMSA’s consist of towns and cities
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen-
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen-
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used
in defining SMSA’s, see the Bureau of the Budget publication
cited in the preceding paragraph.

In this report, figures for "'in central cities’’ refer to all hous-
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities,
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS} was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers
were instructed to read the questions directly from the ques-
tionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for each sub-
ject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical
and procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problem or
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under-
standing the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing
Surveys—Moeost of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How-
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of
housing losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through
1881 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but,
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from
both published and unpublished tabulations.

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data
inthe 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey {CPS) estimates
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen-
sus, The 1970-hased estimates are about 2 percent smaller than
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in
appendix B. :
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Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par-
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B).

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear
in both the 1970 census and the 1283 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of the
recent mover’’ classification (see parts D and E of this series).
In the Annual Housing Survey, ‘‘recent movers’’ are households
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the in-
terview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume
Il, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period
for “'year moved into unit™ is 1969 to March 1970 (1% years);
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years}; and Volume
Vi, No. &, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif-
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of sel-
enumeration in the census in‘contrast to direct interview in the
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures;
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated
with the Annual Housing Survey sstimates; and the non-
sampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous-
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA’s in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous-
ing units that were the same in 1960 and.in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demclition (or
disaster}, and other losses {some other means}. The 1983 data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of.
inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the “‘year structure built” item; i.e.; housing units
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by ‘‘new
construction.””

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a sam-
ple of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which was

conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 report
provided data on financing homeowner and rental properties,
including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and
owners. '

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’'s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
astate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments.
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data— Most of the
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS).

There are one major difference and two minor differences,
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as hous-
ing units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor
difference is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS
requires a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct
access or complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the
complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct
access required of all units. The second minor difference is that,
in the 1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more
persons, not related to the person in charge, were classified as
group quarters; in the 1380 census, the requirement was raised
to nine or more persons not refated to the person in charge.

Owner-occupied cooperatives wers identifed in the 1983 AHS.
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census,
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units.
The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter-
occupied condominium units.

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure

" -in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these

iterms must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional
differences are discussed under the particular subject.
Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data—In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school
completed were based on responses to two questions—the
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highest grade or year of regular school each household member
attanded, and whether or not that grade or year was completed.
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were
based on responses to a single question— the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore,
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had 1ast been
enroiled in whether or not the grade or year was completed.
Other definitional differencs, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject.

Comparability with other current reports — This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current Hous-
ing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population Reports,
and the Current Construction Reports, published by the Bureau
of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care should
be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing Survey
with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survay-—Data on va-
cancy rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Hous-
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by
inside and outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This
nationwide survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000
units linterviews obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied
and vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau
of the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Hous-
ing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and process-
ing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issuas several publications under the general title, “‘Current
Population Reports.”’ Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
assentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of bath the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif-
ference in the concept of “‘mover.” In parts D and E,
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as *‘recent movers.”” in the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as
““movers.’”

There also may be significant differences in the data on
income and years of school completed. The time period cover-
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for

income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the calen-
dar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also signifi-
cant differences in the way income questions are asked. For
“'years of school completed by householder,’” the differences
cited in the section, ''comparability with 1970 Census of Popula-
tion data,”’ also apply to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and
techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the
designated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey.
Data were collected on ownership, availability, and recent pur-
chases of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and
sslected major household appliances. Information on the price
paid is obtained by recently purchased items. The data can be
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of ths Census,
Washington, D.C. 20233.

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are dif-
ferences in the concepts and definitions between the two. For
example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel vehicles,
such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in the
Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of such
vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the
family. The data collected in the AHS reflect the number of
automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used by any member
of the household, including nonrelatives. Additional differences
may be attributed to such factors as estimation procedures,
sampling variability, and nonsampling errors.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction—
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general
title, ‘*Current Construction Reports.”’ Some of the data for the
reports are from the Survey of Construction.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com-
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one-
family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new housing,
and value of new construction put in place. The concepts and
definitions used in this report differ from some of those used
in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that the
Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics of
housing units in various stages of construction through comple-
tion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif-
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and
processing procedures.
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Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living guarters are in structures intended for
residential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel
or motel, boarding house, or mohile home or trailer). Living
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives),
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars.

Housing units — A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters, Separate living quarters are those
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per-
sons in the structure and which have either {1) direct access
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit
or by the general public or {2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living
togsether, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who
share living arrangemesnts (except as described in the section
on group quarters}. For vacant units, the criteria of separateness,
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the
information cannot ba obtained, the criteria are applied to the
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes,
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are
included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters —Group quarters are living arrangements for in-
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, .and ships. A house or apart-
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person
in charge, by six or.-more unrelated persons. Information on the
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc. —Mobile homes or
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered hous-
ing units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for
vacations. .

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motsls, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive

use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-
tain four or fewer rcomers unrelated to the householder, they
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con-
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are
considered group quarters.

Institutions —Living quafters of staff personnel are separate hous-
ing: units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living
quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units —Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports
shown for ““all year-round housing units”’ may not be comparable
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of
““vacant year-round’’ and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’’
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section
on "‘Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In 1973, ‘‘vacant—seasonal
and migratory’’ units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not occupied; held for
occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the com-
bined total of the independent estimates for these categories.
Thus, the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for “vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ housing units and for **all year-round
housing units’’ adhere more closely to the independently
derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974
through’ 1981 and 1983 characteristics for “'all occupied units,””
"‘owner occupied,”’ and ‘renter occupied’’ are, however, com-
parable with the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Hou.sing' inventory

Units added by new construction— A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by ‘‘new construc-
tion.”” Information was collected on vacant units under construc-

- tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro-

ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable fioors were in place. Housing units built
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before
the interviaw are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selectad from building permits; in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory Change, new
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construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970

census sample records of units built in 1960 or later.

Units lost from the inventory —Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through other
means. Separate counts of ''demolition or disaster’’ losses and
of "other losses'’ are shown in part A of this series. The 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those
in structures that were not completely lost.

Unlts lost through demeolition or disaster— A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in
which it was located was lost from the inventory. in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Changas, the data
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units
in structures which still contained one or more housing units.
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970
as ‘“‘units lost through other means.’’

Units lost through other means— Any housing unit which existed
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983
survey.

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house
or block) that the units are scheduled for demoliton or
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of Lealth
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited.

4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential
use,

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units
added in the place to which they were moved. ’

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con-
tained one or more housing units.

Unspacified units—There are other components of changes in
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific
measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources
such as nonresidential structures. The net effact of these omis-
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known.

Housing units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rear-
rangement in the use of space without structural alteration, such
as locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form
a separate housing unit.

Housing units changed by merger— A merger is the result of com-
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through struc-
tural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration includes
such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling of kit-
chen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple rearrange-
ment of space without structural alteration, such as unlocking
a door which formerly separated two housing units. A change
in use also occurs, for example, when a family occupies both
floors of a house which formerly contained a separate housing
unit on each floor.

Housing units added through other sources—Any housing unit
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units,
if maved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units —included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units— A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent,for
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification of ‘‘race’’ refers to the race of the
householder cccupying the housing unit. However, the concept
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut
scientific definition of biological stock. The interviewer was to
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report the race of the householder in three categories: White,
Black (Negro}, and other. The last category includes American
Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately
for White and Black householders; housing units with
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of
units with Black nouseholder are presented in separate tables.

Spanish origin— The classification ‘*Spanish origin’’ refers to the
origin of the househotder occupying the housing unit. Detailed
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per-
son’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those
whao indicated that their origin was either Mexican American,
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may
be of any race.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen-
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current
surveys’ reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, sur-
name, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that
1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be signifi-
cantly overstated in the South Region and North Central Region.
In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the same as
the 1983 AHS, except the category ’‘‘Central or South
American’’ has been dropped.

Tenure— A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent
and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and traiters on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor
pay cash rent for the site.

Cooperatives and condominiums— A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor-
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled
ta occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the
corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned

units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings.

Year householder moved into unit—The data are based on the
information reported for the householder and refer to the year
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a hous-
ing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move was
to be reported; if the householder moved from one apartment
to another in the same building, the year the householder
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the
householder began. The year the householder moves is not
necessarily the same year other members of the household
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire
househald moves at the same time.

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of
householder on page App-13.

Vacant housing unit— A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior win-
dows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in place.
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or doors
no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the unit is
severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence (such
as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demo-
lished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or
inventory, machinery, or agricuftural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
“*seasonal and migratory’’ or “'year-round.’’ Seasonal units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational usa, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units héld for occu-
pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop
season. : )
Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which
is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year-
round. A unit used only occcasionally throughout the year is also
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considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided
as follows:

For sale only—Vacant year-round units “"for sale only’’ also in-
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if
the individual units are offerad for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units ‘““for rent’’ also include
vacant units offered aither for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any monay rent has been paid
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the
date of the interview, of if the unit has recently been sold but
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit
is classified as “‘rented or sold, not occupied.’’

Held off market— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held off
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
aslewhears, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use—This category consists of vacant year-
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of
‘the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are
classified as seasonal and vice versa. :

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
elsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhers, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be
reported ‘‘occupied’’ and would be included in the count of oc-
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absant.

Other vacant— If a vacant year-round unit does not fali into any
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified
as "other vacant.’” For example, this category includes units held
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for “*held for
occasional use’’ or ““temporarily occupied by URE' housing
units, these categories are also inciuded.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series.

The 1974 through 19881 and 1983 counts for ‘‘seasonal and
migratory,”’ “‘year-round; rented or sold, not occupied,’’ ‘‘year-
round, held for occasional use,”” and *‘year-round, other vacant’’

may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, becausa a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad-
justed the survey counts of ‘vacant year-round’” and "‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to independent cur-
rent estimates. {See section on *‘Estimation’’ in appendix B.) In
1973, “'vacant—seasonal and migratory’’ units were com-
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant)
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent
estimatas for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in-
dependent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate—The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate

-is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent

of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occcupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rentad but not
occupied. t

Duration of vacancy — The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the length of time {in months) from the date the last occupants
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data,
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted
from the date construction was completed. For recently con-
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con-
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded
from the data. :

Housing unit boarded up— Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units, *‘Boarded up’’ refers to the cover-
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A ong-unit structure or
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up.
This item. was collected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons— All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the houssholder. {Prior to 1980, head of
household was used, see dsfinition of householder on page
App-13.) The data on persons show categories of the number
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the
‘number of housing units. -

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms — The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing
units - with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din-
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if thera is a partition from
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves
or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers
or vastibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space for storage, open porches,
trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only by
persons not living in the unit.

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached.

Persons per room—Persons per room is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified
ratio of persons per room. '

Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur-
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities — A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with piped
water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc-
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical
refrigerator.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use.

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu-
pant were to be reported.

Year structure built—Year structure built refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc-
tures built during the specified pariods and in existence at the
time of the interview. For mobile. homes and trailers, the
manufacturer's model year was assumaed t0 be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimates and are,
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building. '

Units in structure— In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached.

A one-unit structure js detachad if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one-
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc-
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or trailer.

Elevator in structure — Statistics on elevator in structure are for
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as *without
elevator’” in a structure of four floors or more if the structure
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for
freight.

In 8 group of six or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Interior walls and ceilings — Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peel-
ing paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. In-
cluded are cracks.or holes that do not go all the way through
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to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for
a fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks
or holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up huildings on same street — Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer’'s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect,
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities — The category *’with all plumbing facilities’’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does
not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms — A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com-
plete bathroom. .

The cagetory "‘also’used by another household’’ consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category ‘‘none’’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilites but not in one room. -

Sources of water or water supply - A public system or private
company refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or privaté water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units.
If & well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is

classified as an individual well. Watsr sources such as springs,
creeks, rivers, cistarns, ponds, or lakes are included in the
“other’’ catagory. i :

Sewage dIsposal—A public sewer is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. it may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A "‘septic tank or cesspool’’ is an underground tank
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage
is disposed of in some other way are included in the “‘other’’
category.

Equipment and Fuels

T_alephona' available— A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number
of telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment—Warm-air furnace refers to a central system
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms.
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and dooling in the
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water
refers.to a central heating system in which heat from steam or
hot water is deliverad through radiators or other outlets. Built-
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil-
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the roomis)
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec-
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that bumn
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids.
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene,
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fue!, as well as portable electric
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

Air conditioning— Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans,
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a win-
dow or an outside wall and generally intended tc cool one room,
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room.
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A central system is a central installation which air conditions

the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system -

may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each

providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A -

central installation with individual room controls is a central air-
conditioning system.

House heating fuel— Utility gas is gas piped through underground
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood.
Bottled, tank, or LP gas is stored in tanks which are refilled or
'axchanged when empty. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Other fue! in-
cludes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made of pitch
and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam.

Financiatl Characteristics

Value —Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having ne commaercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes and trailers are excluded from the
value tabulations.
Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for
the same owﬁer-occupied units for which value was tabulated
(see ‘*Value'' for exclusions). The ratio was computad separately
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the
computation of tha value-income ratio, except that a mean of
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean
of $326,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net
loss comprise the category ‘‘not computed.’’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover ihe
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked —For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property— The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property.

Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason
cannot be used for parking. :

Mortgage — The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or 'dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. in the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the desd to the
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts

.to purchase, land_contracts, and lease-purchase agreements

where the title to the property remains with the seller until the
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases,
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres,. Mobile
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their
purchase comprise the category, ‘‘with installment loan or
contract.”” : :

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if
they are included in the regular payment to the lender.

Real astate taxes 'last year—The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, oneg-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no

_commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the

property. The data exclude owner-occupisd cooperativas, con-
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. ’Real estate taxes
last year’’ refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes

" payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It

includes State and locat real estate taxes. Not included are
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real
ostate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount
for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property (housa and lot} are presented. Housing units
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation
of the mean.
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Property Insurance— This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.

- Homeowners’ policies are also included since this type of in-
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in-
surance was included as part of the mor‘tgége payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments.
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as

- percentage of income. The data are presented separatsly for
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied
cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than
10 acres having no commercial establishrment or medical or den-
tal office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
" and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distribu-
tions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for
mobila homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install-
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the
monthly sum of payments for the'mortgage, or installment loan
. or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile home
or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities
{electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuel {oil, coal,
kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did
not report their real estate taxes are included in the “‘not
reported’’ category. Likewise, for mohile homes and trailers,
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included
in the ''not reported’’ category. ) -

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income— The
yearly housing costs {selected monthly housing costs multiplied

by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the _

family or primary individual. The percentge is presented for the
.same owner-occupied units for which ‘‘selected monthly hous-
ing costs’’ were tabulated (for exclusions, see ‘’‘selected
monthly housing costs’’). The percentage was computed
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth
of a percent. For income and 'selected monthly housing costs,””
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com-
prise the category '‘not computed.’’

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the 'not
reported’’ category.

"Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The

- purchase prica is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at

the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The ‘not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.
Year mobile home acquited—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homeas and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses-
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home
or trailer was manufactured. *Acquired’” includes purchase as
well as other forms of taking possission such as inheritance, gift,
trade, and foreclosure.
' b

Mobile home acquired new — The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent— Contract rent is the monthly rent égread to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the
rent tabulations. ) ‘ :

Gross rent— The computed rent, termed *'gross rent,” is the con-
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
{electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosena; wood, etc.)
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for.by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted
for, regardiess of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen-
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and
fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted
to monthly figures in the computation process.

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations.

Gross rant in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous-
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub-
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. "

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
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The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain
renter-occupied housing -units. The precentage is computed
sgparately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report
no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘‘not computed.”’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1369,

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
This item is computed in the same manner as ‘‘gross rent as

-percentage of income’’ except that rents and incomes for public -

and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsub-
sidized units in this report are not based on government or local
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a re-
spondent to property classify the unit as subsidized or nonsub-
sidized housing. : .

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection and furniture) —Counts are

shown separately for housing units in which garbage collection
and furniture are included in the rent. The data are restricted to
renter-occupied units for which cash rent is paid and exclude
ohe-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage collection— Included are housing units which have gar-
bage collection service available in connection with the building.
The service may be public or private and must be available
without additional cost to the renter. If the garbage (food waste)
is collected by one company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.)
by another, the data refer to the garbage collection service. In
tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C, separate counts are also shown
for renter-occupied units reporting addmonal amounts paid for
garbage collection service. :

Furniture —The statistics refer to furnished apartments or hou_s'és
in which the manage;_h'nent supplied major pieces of furniture such
as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and chairs for the

use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking range or stove, lamps,

and rugs are not considered furniture. Housing units in which
the occupants rent furniture from some source other than the
management are not classified as furnished.

Rent asked— For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may diffaer
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent
asked is shown separately for housing units in which the rent
includes payment for utilities {electricity, gas, and water) and
fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also
shown for housing units in which the rent includes payment for
utilities and fuels, as well as garbage collection servica.

Public, priyate. or subsidized housing—A housiné unit is
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure

in which the unit is located is owned by a local hous-
ing authority or other public agency, such as a housing and
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency; and
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the iocal
agency owns the property. All other housnng units are classified
as private housing. .

. Private housing units are further classified by whether the units
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the
cost of construction, buitding mortgage, or operating expenses.
These programs include (1) the interest subsidy programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development {HUD) for rental
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) the
rent supblemant program where part of the rent for low-income
families occupying certain types of rental housing
projectsis'paid by HUD, and (3} the direct loan program of HUD
for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or s_ubsidized housing exclude one-
unit structures on- 10 acres or more and rental units occupied
without payment of cash ren‘c. In addition, the data are not
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit
as public or private and, if private; as subsidized or nonsubsidi_zéd
housing. '

Household Characteristics S s

Household — A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same
as the count of occupied housing units.

Householder— The householder is the first household member
18 years old and over who is the owner or renter of the sample
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for. 1973
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. Oneg
person in each household was designated as the head, that is
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent.
However, if a married woman living with her husband was
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. '

Household compaosition by age of householder— Statistics by age
of householder are presentad separately for tWO-Or-more-person
households and for one-person households. Houssholds having
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives— Each household in this
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per-
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder.

Other male householder— This category includes households
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife
maintain separate residences; and male householders who a.re.
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widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with
them.

Other female householder— This category includes households
with female householders who are married, but with husband
absent because of separation or other reason where hushand
and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are
households with female househoclder, husband present, and
nonrelatives living with them.

Households consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male housholder and fermnale householder under
the category ‘‘one-person households.”

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either families or primary individuals. The term *'family’’ refers
to the householder and all {one or more) other persons living in
the same household who are related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a *‘primary
individual."’

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in-
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families.
A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the householder
is considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household compasition, familias are always
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person
households.

Subfamily— A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children or one parent with one or more own single {never mar-
ried) children under 18 years old, living in a household and related
to, but not including, the househclder or spouse. The most com-
mon example of a subfamily is a young married couple sharing
the home of the husband’s or wife's parents.

Age of householder—The age classification refers to the age
reported for the householder as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the
householder, who are members of the household and are 65
years old and aver, are included in the count of persons 65 years
old and over.

Own children—Statistics on presence of own children of
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years
old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single (never mar-
ried) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a householder.
Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the total count
of own children.

Other relatives of householder— This category includes all per-
sons related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption

except wife, husband, or child of householder and members of
subfamilies.

Nonrelative— A nonrelative of the householder is any person in
the household who is not related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption, Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi-
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
catgegory.
Years of school completed by householder— The statistics refer
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the
highest grade completed is one fess than the one in which they
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “‘regular
schooling’’ is formal education which may advance a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni-
versity, or professional schoal degree. Schooling or tutoring in
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade {or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as “‘regular school-
ing’’: Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and
noncredit adult education classes.

Income — The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary .income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in-
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc.

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit,
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the family and
all other members of the family 15 years old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in
the unit but not related to the householder are not included in
this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses}
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was seif-employed.
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Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; disability
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of
retirement, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments made by
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also
included. Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income {or loss)
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders;
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which in-
clude cash receipts received from public assistance programs,
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen-
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to
survivors of deceased veterans; public or private pensions;
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony
or child support from persons who are not members of the
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and
fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in-
come: Value of income “*in kind,”” such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property {unless

the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on “‘uncashed’’ savings bonds;
exchange of money between relatives living in the same
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments,
inheritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, in-
come data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per-
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter-
view. On the other hand, family income inciudes amcunts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview.
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey pro-
cedures and techniques, and processing procedures.
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing makes up all hous-
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous-
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and {c) other territory, incorporated
orunincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC(1)-A reports. '

in the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census,

Farm-nonfarm residence—In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the
rematining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amountad to
$250 or more during the 12-manth period prior to the interview.
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meset the defini-
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm,

Counties— The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur-
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalsnts. -

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) used in the
Annual Housing Survey (AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's

defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication,
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.5. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After .1967, 15
SMSA’s were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968,
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 ’,as a result
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition "criteria,
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected
in this series of reports. SMSA’s are defined by the Office of
Managemaent and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or “"twin cities’’ with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county
of counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun-’
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are socially and economically integrated with the central city.
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen-
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen-
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used
in defining SMSA’s, ses the Bureau of the Budget publication
cited in the preceding paragraph. ,

In this report, figures for "in central city”’ refer to all hous-
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities,
tha figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS ;

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS} was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers
wers instructed to read the questions directly from the question-
naire. The definitions and explanations given for each subject
are, to a considerable extent, drawn frorm various technical and
procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This
material heiped the field interviewsrs to understand more fully
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under-
standing the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual ‘Housing
8urvays—Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How-
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of
housing losses betwesn the 1973 report, and the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983
reports, the data refer to 10sses of individual housing units, but
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from
both published and unpublished tabulations.

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The
independant household estimates used in the weighting of data
in the 1583 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through
1980 Annual Housing Survays were derived from the 1970 cen-
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than
the 1980-based estimates.. A detailed explanation appears in
appendix B.

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par-
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B}.

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data— The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey.

There is a major diffarence, however, in the time period of the
‘recant mover’’ classification (see parts D and E of this series).
In the Annual Housing Survey, “‘recent movers’’ are households
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the inter-
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, different time periods were used. in Volume
I, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period
for ““year moved into unit’’ is 1969 to March 1970 (1% years);
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif-
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1883 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures;
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling
errors assoclated with the census dats.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous-
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1370 censuses are given’
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970

Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume 1V, the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous-
ing units that were tha same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {or
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 data
on new construction were cbtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of
inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the “'year structure built’ item; i.e., housing units
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by ‘‘new
construction.’ '

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop-
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and
owners.

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in valume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments.
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data— Most of the
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS).

There are one major difference and two minor differences,
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ-
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires
a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct access or
complets kitchen facilitias; for the 1980 census, the complete
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re-
quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons,
not related to the person in charge, were classified as group
quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine
or more persons not related to the person in charge.

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS.
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census,
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units.
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter-

occupied condominium units.

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional
differences are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data—In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school
completed were based on responses to two questions—the
highest grade or year of regular school each household member
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed.
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed wers
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore,
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade
~ or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last been
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed.
Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject.

Comparability with other current reports— This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing
Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey— Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas: This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 units (inter-
views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant
housing units}, is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the
Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports,
Series H-111, Housing Vacancias.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing
Survay and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ-
ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability,

nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing
procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Popuiation Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title, *‘Current
Population Reports.”” Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income.
" Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif-
ference in the concept of ‘“mover.” In parts D and E,
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as ‘‘recent movers.”’ In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
residence is different from that of March 1370 are classified as
““movers.’

There also may be significant differences in the data on income
and years of school completed. The time period covering income
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences
in the way incomse questions are asked. For ‘‘years of school
completed by householder,”” the differences cited in the section,”
** Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data,’’ also applies to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsamipling errors
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and
techniques, and processing procedures. !

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction—
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general
title, *’Current Construction Reports.’” The data for these reports
are primarily from the Survey of Construction.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com-
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one-
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous-
ing, and value of new construction put in place. Thé concepts
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us-
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major differance is that
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics
of housing units in various stages of construction through com-
pletion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif-
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from
the two surveys, survey procedures and techmques, and
processing procedures.
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Living Quarters ‘

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use {e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential
use {a.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives},
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars.

Housing unit— A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per-
sons in the structure and which have either {1) direct access
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit
or by the general public or {2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one pérson living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who
share living arrangements (except as described in the section
on group quarters}. For vacant units, the criteria of separateness,
direct access, and compilete kitchen facilities for exclusive use
are applied to the intended aoccupants whenever possible. If the
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the
previous occupants. Both ogcupied and vacant housing units are
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes,
trailers, tents, caves, boats, -railroad cars, and the like, are
included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters— Group quarters are living arrangements for in-
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
barracks, coliege dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart-
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc. —Mabile homas or
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing
units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remajning quarters are combined. if the combined quarters con-

tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con-
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or person
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory,
residence hall, or similar placae, living quarters of the supervisory
staff and other employees are separate housing units if they
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con-
sidered group quarters.

Institutions — Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living
quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units —Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded becauss it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report doaes present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports
shown for ““all year-round housing units’* may not be comparable
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of
“‘vacant year-round’’ and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’’
units separately to independent current estimates. {See section
on ‘‘Estimation’’ in appendix B.) In 1973, “’vacant—seasonal
and migratory’’ units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa-
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for *'vacant —seasonal and
migratory’’ housing units and for **all year-round housing units’’
adhere more closely to the independently derived current
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and
1983 characteristics for ‘‘all occupied units,”’ “‘owner oc-
cupied,’’ and ‘‘renter occupied’’ are, however, comparable with
the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction— A housing unit buiit in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by ’‘new construc-
tion.” Information was collected on vacant units under construc-
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro-
ceaded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data
on new construction were gbtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Invaentory Change, new
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later.
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Units lost from the inventory — Characteristics are presented for
the tota! of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition, disaster, or other mseans.

Separate counts of ‘‘demolition or disaster’’ losses and of ““other .

losses’* are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those in struc-
tures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster— A housing unit which
existed in October 19873 and was torn down on the initiative of
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. in the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory Change, the data
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units
in structures which still contained one or more housing units.
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970
as ‘‘units lost through other means."”’

Units lost through other means— Any housing unit which existed
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
typas of losses:

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983
survey.

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of heaith
‘or safety so that further occupany is prohibited.

4, Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential
use.

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such
movaes in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss
fromn the total inventory since they presumably represent units
added in the place to which they were moved.

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a8 housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing

init losses including losses of units in structures which still con-
tained one or more housing units.

lnspeclﬂéd units —There are other components of change in
.he housing inventory for which the AHS provides no spacific

measures. The survey procadures do not include a measure of
conversions and m~rgers and units added from other sources
such as nonresidential structures. The net effact of these omis-
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known.

Housing units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fawer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in-
ctudes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions
to form anocther housing unit. Change in use is a simple rearrange-
maent in the use of space without structura! alteration, such as
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form a
separate housing unit.

Housing units changed by merger— A merger is the result of
combining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such as
unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing units.
A change in use also occurs, for example, when a family
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a
separate housing unit on each floor.

Housing units added through other sourcaes —Any housing unit
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or bamn. Also
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units,
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units — A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent, for
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied entirely
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied
housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification of “‘race’’ refers to the race of the
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to
report the race of the householder in three categories: White,
Black {Negro), and other. The last category includes American
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Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately
for White and Black householders; housing units with
houssholders of other races are included in the total in table 1
of parts A and £ and may be derived by subtracting the sum of
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables.

Spanish origin— The classification **Spanish origin’’ refers to the
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per-
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin wate those
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American,
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may
be of any race.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen-
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current
surveys’ reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language,
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the
same as the 1983 AHS, except the category ‘'Central or South
American’’ has been dropped.

Tenure— A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner accupied only
if the owner or co-owner lives in it, All other occupied units are
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent
and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor
pay cash rent for the site.

Previous occupancy — The classification of previous occupancy
is divided into two categories, '‘previously occupied’’ and ‘"not
previously occupied.”” "‘Previously occupied’’ indicates that
some person or persons, notrelated to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to
the householder’s or other related household member’'s occu-
pancy. "‘Not previously occupied’’ indicates that either the

householder or some othet current household member related
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first
occupant of the sample unit.

Cooperatives and condominlums— A cooperative is a type of
awnership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor-
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is antitled
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the
corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
haliways, entrances, elevators, etc.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,.
townhouses, otc., as well as apartment buildings.

Duration of occupancy —Data on *‘duration of occupancy’’ are
based on information for the householder; the data refer to the
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on
whether the householder lived in the housing unit ‘‘less than 3
months’ or *’3 months or longer.”” A householder who ““lived
here last winter,’”’ must have moved into the unit prior to the
previous February.

Year householder moved Iinto unit—The data are based on the
information reported for the householder and refer to the year
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart-
mant to another in the same building, the year the householder
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the
householder began. The year the houssholder moves is not
necessarily the same year other members of the household
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire
household moves at the same time.

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of
householder on page App-18. '

Recent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed *‘recent movers.” The household is classified
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported for
the householder.

Present and previous units of recent movers— The present unit
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover householder
at the time of the interview. The previous unit is the housing
unit from which the householder moved. If the houssholder
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date
of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the
houssholder last moved.
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Same or different houssholdar— Characteristics of the pre'sent
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely
restricted 1o households that were essentially the same in the
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the
pravious unit are generally the sarme as those for the present unit.

A household for which the householder in the present unit is
the same prson as the householder in the previous unit {identi-
fied in the tables as ‘’same householder’’) is considered essen-
tially the same even though there may have been some changes
in the composition of the household. Convarsely, a household
in which there was no change except for a new householder was
considered a household with ‘‘different householder.’’ '

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside
the United States are tabulated in the category ‘’different
householder."’

Main reason for move from previous residence — The statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present householder was also the
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved
into the present unit. The category “’job related reasons’’ refers
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons.

Tha category ‘‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.

The category ‘‘housing needs’ refers to reasons such as
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change
in racial or ethnic compositién of neighborhood, wanted better
neighborhood, wanted more expensive place or better invest-
ment, lower rent or less expensive house, wanted better house,
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other
public activity, displaced by private action, wanted to rent
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and
occurrence of natural disaster.

The category ‘‘other reasons’” includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications.

Main reason for move into present residence or nelghborhood —
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present householder was also
the housaholder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica-
tion categories refer to the principal reason the householder
moved into the present unit. The category ‘‘job related reasons’’
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school
attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ‘‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger housa or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools. '

The category “‘housing needs’’ refers to réasons such as
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more ex-
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con-
veniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing
needs.

The category ‘other reasons’’ includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall into any of the above classifications.

Homeownership—Data are shown for householders who, during
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units and show the number of previously owned units
which the householder occupied as his/her usual ptace of
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes.

Owner or manager on property — These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on
the property. The category ‘‘with owner on property”’ refers to
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin-
tendent. *'With resident manager or superintendent on property’’
refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or other
representative of the owner.

Vacant housing unit— A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence
{such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol-
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office;
or quarters used for storing business supplies or'inventory,
machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those uged in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status— Vacant housing units are classified as either
‘‘seasonal and migratory’’ or “'year-round.’”’ Seasonal units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop
season.

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit In a resort area which
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year-
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also
considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided
as follows:

For sala only—Vacant year-round units “'for sale only’’ alsa in-
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if
the individual units are offered for sale only,

For rent—Vacant year-round units ‘‘for rent’” also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied-—If any money rent has been paid
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit
is classified as ‘‘rented or soid, not occupied.’’

Held off market— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use—This category consists of vacant year-
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are
classified as seasonal and vice versa.

Tamporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
slsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be
reported ““occupied’” and would be included in the count of oc-
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent.

Other vacant— |f a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified
as "‘other vacant.”” For example, this category includes units held
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for “*held for
occasional use’” or ‘"‘temporarily occupied by URE' housing
units, these categories are also included.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units, Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficutt to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series.

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for *’seasonal and
migratory,”” ““year-round, rented or sold, not occupied,’’ *'year-

round, held for occasional use,”’ and ‘year-round, other vacant’’
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad-
justed the survey counts of ‘'vacant year-round’* and ‘‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to independent cur-
rent estimates. (See section on ‘‘Estimation’’ in appendix 8.} In
1973, “'vacant—seasonal and migratory’’ units were com-
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant)
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in-
dependent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate— The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate

s the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent

of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate. for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied.

Duration of vacancy — The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the langth of time {in months) from the date the last occupants
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, -
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted
from the date construction was completed. For recently con-
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con-
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by
persons with usual place of residence elsewhsre are excluded
from the data.

Housing unit boarded up— Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. *’‘Boarded up’’ refers to the cover-
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up.
This item was 'co!iect_ad by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons— All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of
household was used, see definition of householder on page
App-18.} The data on persons show categories of the number
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the
number of housing units.

A person is counted at the ususl place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms— The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din-
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are
suitable for year-round use, and lodger’s rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit,

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves
or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, fovers
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons.not living in the unit.

If a room is used by occupants of more than onse unit, the rcom
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached.

Persons per room—Persons per room is computed for each
occupied housing unit by-dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified
ratio of persons per room. '

Bedrooms — The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if alse used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur-
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as havihg no bedroom.

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as mobile
homaes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities — A housing unit has complete kitchen
tacilitios when it has all three of the following for the exclusive

use of the occupants of the unit: {1} An installed sink with piped
water, (2} a range or cookstove, and (3} a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc-
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range
or cookstove., An icebox is not included as a mechanical
refrigerator. ’ .

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,

. including lodgers or other unrslated persons living in the unit.

When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by deﬁnition, for
exclusive use. .

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu-
pant were to be reported.

Basement— Statistics on basements are based on the number
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per-
sons can walk upright under all or part of the building.
Basements in structures with 6ccupied units are further
classified by signs of water leakage. The category ““with signs
of water leakage’'’ consists of units in which the basement shows
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. ‘’No
signs of water leakage’’ means that the basement shows no
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing.
if the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected,
the unit was classified as having no signs of water leakage.

Year structure built—Year structure built refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc-
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer’'s model year was assumed to be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimates and are,
therafore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure— In determining the number of housing units
in a structurs, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached.

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one-
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc-
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.
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Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home
or trailer,".it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however,
only a porch or shed has baen added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or-trailer,

Elevator in structure — Statistics on elevator in structure are for
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as *'without
slevator’’ in a structure of four floors or more if the structure
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for
freight.

In a group of six or more mobile homas—Mobils homes and
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in
a group. This may be a large'mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Roof —Housing units ‘' with signs of water leakage’* are those
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. ’"No signs of
water leakage’’ means that the roof shows - no signs of water
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signé
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem
inside the structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was
classified as having no signs of water leakage.

Interior walls and ceilings — Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or
holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up buildings on same street— Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer’s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect;
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
s_imilar material to prevent entry.

Overall opinion of structure— The data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of the house or building as a
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure
as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stzirways— The statistics on common stairways are
presented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for "'loose steps’’ and “‘loose
railings’’ reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e.,
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail-
ings. Common stairways are stairways which are usually used
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to

the outside of the building.

Light fixtures in public halls— These statistics are presented for
housing units in structures of two-or-more units with public halls
which have light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling
lights, or table 1amps in the public halls of the building. Public
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit
or by the general public.

Electric wiring— A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,
gither in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed
wiring.

Electric wall outlets — A housing unit is classified as having elec-
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working elec-
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working
electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi-
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room does not have
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall
outlet is not considered to be an electric wall outlet.

Electric fuses and circuit breakers— These statistics are
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec-
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to
households whose householder has been at the present address
for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the temporary loss of
electricity untiltthe fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset.
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or equipment (such as
some large air conditioners) are counted as ‘blown fuses or
tripped breaker switches.’’ -

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities = The category ‘*with all plumbing facilities'’
consists of housing units which hava hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does
not have all three specified plumbing facilities {(hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
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or.that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms— A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the

structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A’

half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com-
plete bathroom. : .

The category ‘‘also used by another household’’ consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
b'ccupants of other housing units.

The category ‘‘none’’ ‘consists of units with no bathroom
‘tacilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilites but not in one room. ’

Source of water or water supply— A public system or private
company refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units.
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water
sourcas such as springs, creeks, rivers, cistarns, ponds, or lakes
are included in the “‘other’’ category.

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure,
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns
or failures in the water supply. '

+ The water may be available from sources such as a sink,
‘washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as
having ‘’no piped water inside structure’’ i the unit has no piped
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc-
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another building. Data
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the

housing unit was completely without running water from its
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely
without running water if (1} the water system setving the unit
‘supplied no water at all, {2} no water was available in the unit
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc-
ture, or {3} the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in the
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.) ware all inoperable. If the faucet in
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working,
the unit was not classified as being completely without water.
Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or
failures and to the most common source of the problem. *'Prob-
lems inside the building’’ refer to such problems as broken pipes
in the housing unit {or building) or turning the water off in the
housing unit {or building) for maintenance and repairs.

“’Problems outside the building’’ refer to such problems as
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by
the water company for maintenance and repairs.

Availability of piped water—Units with no piped water in the
building are classified by whether piped water is available within
a quarter of a mile.

Sewage disposal—A public sewer is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewaer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A septic tank or casspool is an underground tank

_or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment

plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con-
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other
way are included in the “‘other’’category.

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous-
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least SO days prior
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
sscutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Flush tollet— The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities
with only one ftush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one
-complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes,
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the flush toilet,
or some other reason. ’

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are

classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the
most common source of the problem. ‘‘Problems inside the
building’" refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes
in the unit {or building), a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty
flushing mechanism. ‘‘Problems outside the building’’ refer to
such breakdowns o failures as breaks in the main water or sewer
line or shutdowns by the watar company for maintenance or
repairs.
- -Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the
interview, .

Equipment, Fuels, and Services

Telephone avallable— A housing unit is clagsified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
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occupants of several units. The number of housing units with
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number
of telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment — Warm-air furnace refers to a central system
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms.
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling
systemn which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installad with ducts
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built-
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil-
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s)
on ong or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec-

tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes, Room heaters
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other sclids.
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene,
gasoline, fuel qil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for housing units occupied by the householder during the
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last winter,’”’ the householder must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1983.

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or
downed power lines,

Insufficient heat— The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the householder.occupied the unit during the winter
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived here
“‘last winter’’ the householder must have moved into the unit
prior to February 1983.

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
rooms which lacked spacified heat source, and housing units
with closed rooms. The term "'specified heating equipment” in-
cludas warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in
elactric units; floor, wall, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent,
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with
*specified heating equipment’ which had to use additional
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system

because thé regular system did not provide enough heat. Addi-
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or
portable heaters, may have been used only in the mornings or
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat.

“’Rooms lacking specified heat source’’ include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with
*spacified heating equipment’’ which did not contain the means
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con-
sidered to be a room for this item.

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed
because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous
winter, and the unit must have “heating equipment.’’ For this
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating equip-
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types
of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants of the
unit.

Air conditioning— Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans,
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room,
afthough it may sometimes be used to cocl more than one room.
A central system is a central installation which air conditions
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system
may coocl all apartments in the building; each apartment may have
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A
central installation with individual room controls is a central air-
conditioning system.

House heating fuel— Utility gas is gas piped through underground
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. Bottled,
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil
normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the
heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasocline,
alcohel, and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup-
plied by means of above or underground electric power lines.
Coal or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood-or wood
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy
available from sunlight as a heating fuel source. .

Servic_:ps and Neighborhood Conditions

Extermination service —The statistics on extermination service
refer to households that have been at their present address for
at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in-
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con-
tainers. Regular extermination service refers to periodic visits
by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and

sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service '

interval may be once a month, four times a year, or any other
such interval. lrregular extermination service includes visits by
an exterminator who is called only when needed by the
household or building manager, or where it is known that a
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is
regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in
a house or building that has not been serviced during the 12
months prior to the interview and whera it is not known if there
is any extermination service.

Overall opinion of neighborhcod — The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex-
cellent, good, fair, or poor.

Neighborhood conditions and 'neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion and
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus,
the respondent’'s answer may of may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor about the
neighborhood services; for example, the respondant may fesl
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are
inadequate while a neighbor may not.

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move—Data on neighborhood conditions are based on
the respondent’s answers to a three-part question concerning
specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked {1)
if the condition was present, (2} if the condition was bothersome,
and {3) if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent
would like to move from the neighborhood. '

1. Street noise — Street noise refers to noise made by children
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise.

2. Streets need repair— The data are based on the respondent’s
opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are con-
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used
for water or sewage drainage.

3. Crime—This category refers to all forms of street and
neighborhood crime such as petty theft, assaults against the
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the
respondent judges to be a crime.

4. Litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty
lots, or on properties on the street which the respondent con-
siders as litter.

5. Abandoned buildings— This category refers to both sinble and
multiunit buildings- which the respondent reported to be
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re-
mains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial— This category refers to commer-
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both large and
small industries as well as businesses and stores, that the
respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors—This category refers to the respondent’s opinion con-
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services —Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions con-
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recrea-
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were covered by
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked (1) if
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and {2} if the
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like
to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection— This category refers to the respondent’s
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response
time of services that should be provided by the police.

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or
swimming pools— This category refers to the respondent’s
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to the
quality and proximity of heatth facilities, etc., serving the local

© community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public
transportation: {1} if sarvice is available, {2} if service is satisfac-
tory, and {3} if any member of the househoid used the service
at least once a week.

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and whether
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schools: (1} if children within the househqld attended
public elementary school or private elementary school, (2) if the
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (3) if the public
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Overall opinion of neighborhood— The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood ac-
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available
{described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was asked

‘to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The

- statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less

than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied ccoperatives,
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from
the value tabulations.
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Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated
(see ‘"Value' for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net
loss make up the category ‘‘not computed.”’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked —For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property — The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be used
for parking.

Mortgage — The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller (vendor} reserves, in the deed to the
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a martgags are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the
agreed upon payments have been made by the I_:)uyer.

- . Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the

category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leasaes,
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land,

Major source of down payment— This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property {(house or lot) or
condominium unit. it includes capital used for outright purchases.
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing
other than mortgage on property, gift; land on which structure
was built, and other sources.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile
homes and trailers where payments are heing made towards their
purchase make up the category, ‘‘with installment loan or
contract.”’

Mortgage insurance— The data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner-
occupied cooperatives, condominiums,.and mobile homes and
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance.

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provided to the
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent,
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration {FHA),
the Veterans’' Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or
guaranteéd by FHA, VA, or the Farmers Home Administration
are referred to as ‘‘conventional’’ mortgages. Mortgage debts
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are
not included in the category “insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers
Home Administration.’’

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes.
The Veterans’ Administration guarantees or insures lcans under
the Servicernan’s Readjustment Act (G.1. Bill). The Farmers Home
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con-
fines its assistance to rural areas.

Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro-
tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans.
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower
pays an insurance premium as part.of the monthly mortgage pay-
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable
from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included
in the category ‘‘not insured or insured by private mortgage
insurance."”’

Monthly mortgage payment— The data are limited to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the rhortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if
they are included in the regular payment to the lender.
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Real estate taxes last yaar— The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-gccupied cooperatives, con-
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. ‘‘Real estate taxes
last year'’ refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes
payable on the entire property during the last billing pericd. It
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are
payments on dslinquent taxes due from prior years or payments
for special assessments, facilities,>or services. When the real
estate taxes are inciuded in the mortgaga a separate amount
for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property {houss and lot) are presented. Housing units
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation
of the mean. : .

Property insurance— This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in-
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with aother types
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in-
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments.
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for
ownar—occupied one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with
no commercial establishment or rnedlcal or dental office on the
property and for owner-occuplad mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied
cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The -data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgagse
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is
the monthly sum of payments‘for the mortgage, or instaliment
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile
home or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance,
utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuels (oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.}, and garbage collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report
the amount of their payment and/or those househoids that did
not report their real estate taxes are included in the ‘‘not
reported’’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers,
hduseholds that had an installment loan or contract but did not
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also mcluded
in the ‘‘not reported’’ catagory.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the
same owner-occupied units for which selected monthly housing
costs waere tabulated (for exclusions, see “‘selected monthly
housing costs’’}. The percentage was computed separately for
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent.
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the dollar

-amounts were used. Units occupiad by families or primary indi-

viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the
category ‘‘not computed.’’

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were mciuded in the ‘‘not
reported”’ category

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 months — The statistics
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres
without a commercial establishment or medical or dbntal office
on the property.

The data are pressented according to whether the alterations
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. Thg total cost
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done,
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250,
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs
by themselves cost $250 or more.

Additions— Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, or
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed space
within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement added
onto a houss. It may also be construction of other buildings on
the property. The bmldlng, such as a garage, may not necessarlly
be attached.

Alterations — These are permanent changes made either to the
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding grounds.
Alterations inside the structure’include any type of remodeling
resulting in permanent modification of space; for exampla con-
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve com-
plately remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas

‘by a permanent room divider. It may also include attached equip-

ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa-
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting

‘trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground.

Raplacements — This refers to the complete substitution of a new
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an
old item that was previously there; for ‘example, a new gas fur-
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer
functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such as clothes
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners.
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Repairs—This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and
praventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equipment;
for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water
pipes, and replacing parts of large aquipment such as a furnace
velve.

Purchase price of moblle home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at
the tima of purchase including the down payment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The “‘not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.

Year mobile homse acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses-
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home
or trailer was manufactured. **Acquired”’ includes purchase as
well as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance,
gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new— The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new
means that no other parson or family lived in the mobile home
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent— Contract rent is the monthly rent agresd to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent-data for mobile homas and trailers are
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the
rent tabulations.

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed '‘gross rent,’’ is the con-
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc._)
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen-
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and
fuels as part of the rantal payment. The estimated costs of water
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted
to monthly figures in the computation process.

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing— The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous-
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub-
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. .
Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
(monthly groés rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report
no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘‘not computed.’’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsuhsidized housing as percentage of income —
This item is computed in the same manner as “‘gross rent as
percentage of income’’ except that rent and income for public
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized
units in this report are not based on government or local records;
they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection)—Counts are shown
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures
on 10 acres or more.

Inciuded are housing units which have garbage collection
service available in connection with the building. The service may

‘be public or private and must be available without additional cost

to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one com-
pany and the trash {paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer
to the garbage collection service.

Rent asked—For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes
payment for utilitias {electricity, gas, and water} and fuels (nil,
coal, kerosens, wood, etc.}). Median rent asked is also shown
for housing units in which the rent includes payment for utilities
and fuels, as well as garbage coltection service.

Public, private. or subsidized housing—A housing unit is
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from



App-18

APPENDIX A—Continued

the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing.

Private housing units are further classified by whether the units
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses.
These programs include {1} the intarest subsidy programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for rental
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, {2) the
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid

by HUD, and (3) the direct ioan program of HUD for housing the.

elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one-
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, sub-
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized
housing.

Household Characteristics

Household — A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same
as the count of occupied housing units.

Householdar— The householder is the first household member
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One
person in each household was designated as the head, that is
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent.
However, if a mamied woman living with her husband was
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations.

Household composition by age of houssholder— Statistics by age
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person
households and for one-person households. Households having
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-coupla families, no nonrelatives — Each household in this
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per-
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder.

Other male househoider— This category includes households
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with
male householder, wife. present and nonrelatives Iwmg wnth
them.

Other femala householder— This category includes households
with female householders who are married, but with husband
absent because of separation or other reason where husband

and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders
who are widowed, divorced; or single. Also included are
houssholds’ with female houssholder, husband present. and
nonrelatlves living with them. -

Households consisting of only one person are skown
separately for male householder and femaie householder under
the category ““one-person households.’

Family or priri\an'f individual—Housing units are occupied by
either families or primary individuals. The term *'family”’ refers
to the householder and all {one or more) other persons living in
the same household who ara related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or-adoption. If the householder lives alone or with
nonrelatives o‘nly, then the householder is considered a “'primary
lndl\ndual '

" Married couples related to the housaholder of a family are in-
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate famities.
A lodger, servant, or other person unrelated to the householder
is considered a member of the household but not of the family.

.In the statistics on household composition, families are always
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person

households. .

Subfamily—A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or.one parent with one or more own single {never
married) children under-18 years oid, living in a household and

.related.to, -but not including, the householder or spouse. The

most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple
sharing the home of the husband’s or wife's parents.

Age of householder—The age classification refers to the age
reported for the householder as of that person’s last birthday.

‘Persons 65 Ayaars old and over—All persons, including the

householder, who are members of the household and are 65
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years

old and over. ,

Own children under 18 years old— Statistics on presence of own

-children of househalder, are shown in this report. A child under

18 years old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single
{(never married} son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a
householder. Own children of subfamilias are excluded from the
total count of own children,

Others retative of householder — This category includes all persons
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption except
wife, husband, or chlld of householder and members of
subfamllles ’ ‘

v

-Nonrelative— A nonrelative of the householder is any person in

the household who is not related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi-
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category
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Years of school completed by householder The statlstlcs refer
to the highest grade of regular school complated and not to the
highest grade attended. For persons still attendmg school the
highest grade completed is one less than the ona in which they
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal eddcat_ion
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or hight school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “‘regular
schooling’’ is formal education which may’ advance a person
toward an elementary or high school dlploma, college, uni-
varsity, or professional school degree Schoollng or tutoring in
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to & school in the regular
school system. Householders whose, highest grade completed
was in a foreign school system or in an u'ngraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were .not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as ‘‘regular
schooling’’: Vocational schools, trade schools, business schoois,
and noncredit adult education classes. -

!

Income — The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment incoma, Social Security or, ratlroad retirement in-
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of. income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases health msurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary lndlvrdual occupying the housing unit,
e., the sum of the income of the householder and all other
members of the family 15 years old and over, or the income of
the primary individual, Incomes of persons living in the unit but
not related to the householder are not included in this sum..

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earhings
received for work performed as an employes st any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes ‘wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonusee,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income [gross receipts minus oper'ating expenses)
recelved from a business, professional practice, partnershlp, or
farm in which the person was self- employed

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ banefits; disability
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of deceased
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for
Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of retire-
ment, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments made by the
U.S. Government under tha Rallroad Retlrernent Act are also

inctuded. Separate payments received for hospital or other
‘'medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income received.
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends: interest; net rental income (or loss} from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children,
and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training pro-
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpower
Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation cash
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’ Administration to
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts
from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambiing gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in-
come: Value of income "'in kind,’’ such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange
of money between relatives living in the same household; and
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other
types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household

‘refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer

to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the househcid
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970,
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per-
sons no longer rasided with the family at the time of the inter-
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounte
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. Fcr most families, however,
the income reported was raceived by persons who wara
members of the family throughout the income period.

" There may be significant differences in the income data
betwseen the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi-
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the
variops ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari-
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey proc‘a-.
dures and techniques, and processing procedures.

™
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence —Urban housing comprises all hous-
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous-
ing cansists of all housing units in {a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaskal, and towns {except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c}) other territory, incorporated
or unicorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC{1)-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence —In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comgprises all rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to
$250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview.
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini-
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Countias— The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur-
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and
are treated as county equivalents. Four States {Maryland.
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) used in the
Annual Housing Survey {AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's
defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication,
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 156
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968,
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria,
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of
Management and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget).
Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city

of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or “"twin cities’’ with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun-
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are socially and economically integrated with the central city.
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen-
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen-
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used
in defining SMSA’s, see the Bureau of the Budget publication
cited in the preceding paragraph.

In this report, figures for “‘in central cities’’ refer to all hous-
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities,
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census. ‘

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
(AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers
were instructed to read the questions directly from the ques-
tionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for each sub-
ject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical
and procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problem or
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under-
standing the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing
Surveys— Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How-
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but,
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a l0ss only when the
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the
inventory. in addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from
both published and unpublished tabulations.

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen-
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in
appendix B.
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Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par-
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures {see appendix BJ.

Comparabiiity with 1870 Census of Housing data— The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of the
““recent mover’’ classification {see parts D and E of this serias].
In the Annual Housing Survey, *‘recent movers’’ are households
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the in-
terview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume
N, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period
for “’year moved into unit’’ is 1969 to March 1970 (1% years);
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume
VI, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif-
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures;
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the non-
sampling errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous-
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumaerated in late 18970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous-
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or
disaster), and other losses (some other means}. The 1983 data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of
inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the ‘year structure built’’ item; i.e.; housing units
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by ’‘new
construction.””

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a sam-
ple of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which was

conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 report
provided data on financing homeowner and rental properties,
including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and
owners,

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selectad monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments.
In volume V, the tahbulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data— Most of the
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
(AHS).

There are one major difference and two minar differences,
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is
that the 1980 census inciudes vacant mobile homes as hous-
ing units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor
difference is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS
requires a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct
access or complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the
complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct
access required of all units. The second minor difference is that,
in the 1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more
persons, not related to the person in charge, were classified as
group quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised
to nine or more persons not related to the person in charge.

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS.
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census,
but wera included in the overall count of owner-occupied units.
The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter-
occupied condominium units,

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these
iterms must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional
differences are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to
several factars. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data—In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school
completed were based on responses to two questions—the
highest grade or year of regular schoaol each household member

i
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attendéd, and whether or not that grade or year was completed.
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were
based on responses to a single question— the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore,
the 1983 AHS may - overstate the education level of the
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade
or year the householder was currently.enrolled in or had last been
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed.
Other.definitional differencs, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject. ‘

Comparability with other current reports — This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current Hous-
ing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population Reports,
and the Current Construction Reports, published by the Bureau
of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care should
be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing Survey
with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey—Data on va-
cancy rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Hous-
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by
inside and outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This
nationwide survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000
units (interviews obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied
and vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau
of the Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey.
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Hous-
ing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same.
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and process-
ing procedures. ’

Current Population - Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title, *‘Current
Population Reports.”’ Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income.
Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
essentiafly the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif-
ference in the concept of ‘mover.” In parts D' and. E,
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as ‘‘recent movers.”” In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
residence is different from that of March.1970 are classified as
"movers.”’ L S : .
There also may be significant differences in the data on
income and years of school completed. The time period cover-
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months
prior to the date of the interview,- while the time period for

income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the calen-
dar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also signifi-
cant differences in the way income questions are asked. For
"‘yaars of school completed by householder,”” the differences
cited in the section, ‘'comparability with 1970 Census of Popula-
tion.data,’” also apply to the Current Population Survey.

Additional - differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current.Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as.the sampling variability and nonsampling errors
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and
techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Population Reports from .the Survey of Purchases and
Ownership—The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the
designated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey.
Data were collected on ownership, availability,’ and recent pur-
chases of. automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and
selected major household appliances. Information on the price
paid is obtained by recently purchased items. The data can be
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census,
Washington, D.C. 20233:

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are dif-
ferences in the concepts and definitions between the two. For
example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel vehicles,
such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in the
Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of such
vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the
family. The data collected in the AHS reflect the number of
automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used by any member
of the household, including nonrelatives. Additional differences
may be attributed. to such factors as estimation procedures,
sampling variability, and nonsampling errors.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction—
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general
title, *‘Current Construction Reports.”’ Some of the data for the
reports are from the Survey of Construction.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com-
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing-places, new one-
family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new housing,
and value of new construction put in place. The concepts and
definitions used-in this report differ from some of those used
in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that the
Survey -of -Construction shows counts and characteristics of
housing units in various stages of construction through comple-
tion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif-
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey: and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors. of the figures from
the two. surveys, survey:procedures and techniques, and
processing procedures.. - . . -
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Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential usse (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer}. Living
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential
use le.qg., the rooms in a warehouse whare a watchman lives},
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars.

Housing units — A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per-
sons in the structure and which have either (1) direct access
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit
or by the general public or {2} complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who
share living arrangements (except as described in the section
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness,
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes,
traiters, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are
included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters— Group quarters are living arrangements for in-
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding hous?s, military
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart-
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc. —Mobile homes or
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered hous-
ing units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for
vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents. -

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive

use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
rei'naining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-
tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con-
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or
persan in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units
if thay satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are
considered group quarters.

institutions —Living quarters of staff personnel are separate hous-
ing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living
quarters are considered group quarters.

Year-round housing units — Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports
shown for ““all year-round housing units’* may not be comparable
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of
*‘vacant year-round’’ and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’’
units separately to independent current estimates, {See section
on “‘Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In 1973, “‘vacant—seasonal
and migratory’’ units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for
occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the com-
bined total of the independent estimates for these categories.
Thus, the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for ‘‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory’” housing units and for “"all year-round
housing units’’ adhere more closely to the independently
derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974
through 1981 and 1983 characteristics for **all occupied units,””
"*owner occupied,’’ and ‘renter occupied’’ are, however, com-
parable with the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction— A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by ""new construc-
tion.”” Information was collected on vacant units under construc-
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro-
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annua! Housing Survev, data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory Change, new
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construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later.

Units lost from the inventory —Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventary
in 1873 or later through demolition or disaster and through other
means. Separate counts of “"demolition or disaster’’ losses and
of “‘other losses’’ are shown in part A of this series. The 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those
in structures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster— A housing unit which
_existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of
.a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner

is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed

by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
.through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in

which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974

through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of

Housing, Volume 1V, Components of Inventory Change, the data

on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units

in structures which still contained one or more housing units.

In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970

as “‘units tost through other means.’’

Units lost through other means— Any housing unit which existed
in October 1873 is counted as lost through other means when
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1873
and by a family and five todgers at the time of the 1983
survey. '

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire,

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house
or block) that the units are scheduled for demoliton or
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited.

4, Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential
use,

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973, Such
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units
added in the place to which they were moved.

in the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through
means other than demaolition or disaster. In the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con-
tained one or more housing units.

Unspecified units—There are other components of changes in
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific
measures. The survey procedures do not.include a measure of
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis-
sions on the change in the total h.ousing inventory is not known.

Housing units changed by conversion —Cpnversion refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as.adding a room or installing partitions
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rear-
rangement in the use of space without structural alteration, such
as locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form
a separate housing unit. :

Housing units changed by rmerger— A merger is the result of com-
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through struc-
tural aiteration or change in use. Structural alteration includes
such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling of kit-
chen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple rearrange-
ment of space without structural alteration, such as unlocking
a door which formerly separated two housing units. A change
in use also occurs, for example, when a family occupies both
floors of a house which formerly contained a separate housing
unit on each floor.

Housing units added through other sources—Any housing unit
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters praviously classified as group quarters and units created
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units,
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily resuit in a net
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing umts—lncludad are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded

Occupled housing units — A housing unit is classufied as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living init at the"time of ‘the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent,for
example, on vacation. However, if the _uriit wés occupied
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere,
the unit is classified as vacant. By definitior}. the count of
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households.
Race—The classification of ‘;raca" refers to the race of the
householder occupying the housing unit. Howaver, the concept
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear cut
scientific definition of blolog:cal stock. The interviewer was to
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repott the race of the householder in three categories: White,
Black (Negrol), and other. The last category includes American
Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately
for White and Black householders; housing units with
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables.

Spanlsh origin— The classification *‘Spanish origin’’ refers to the
origin of the householder occupying tha housing unit. Detailed
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per-
son’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American,
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may
be of any race. .

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin houséholds between
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen-
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, sur-
name, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that
1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be signifi-
cantly overstated in the South Region and North Central Region.
in the 1980 census the categories aré essentially the same as
the 1983 AHS, except the category ‘“‘Central ‘or South
American’’ has been dropped. g

Tenure— A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent
and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure—Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor
pay cash rent for the site. ' ’

Cooperatives and condominlums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor-
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the
corporation which owns the property. ’

A condominium is a type of own'ershib that enables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned

units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. '
Cooperative or candominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including éingle-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings.

Year householder moved into unit— The data are based on the
information reported for the householder and refer to the year
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a hous-
ing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move was
to be reported; if the householder moved from one apartment
to another in the same building, the year the householder
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the
householder began. The year the househoclder moves is not
necessarily the same year other members of the household
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire
household moves at the same time.

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of
householder on page App-13.

Vacant housing unit— A housing unitis vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. in addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet cccupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior win-
dows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in place.
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or doors
no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the unit is
severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence {such
as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demo-
lished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
*‘seasonal and migratory’’ or “‘year-round.’’ Seasonal units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occu-
pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop
season.

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which
is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year-
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also
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considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided
as follows:

For sale only—Vacant year-round units *'for sale only’" also in-
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if
the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units “for\'rent” also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been paid
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the
date of the interview, of if the unit has recently been sold but
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied.’’

Held off market— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held off
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
eslewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use—This category consists of vacant year-
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are
classified as seasonal and vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
elsewhere)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually five
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage oEcupied at
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual*place of
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant l‘.lnits. If
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be
reported “‘occupied’” and would be included in the count of oc-
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent.

Other vacant — If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified
as ‘‘other vacant.”” For example, this category includes units held
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for “’held for
occasional use’’ or ‘‘temporarily occupied by URE’" housing
units, these categories are also inctuded.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series.

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for *’seasonal and
migratory,”’ ‘‘year-round; rented or sold, not occupied,’’ ‘‘year-
round, held for occasional urse,” and *'year-round, other vacant’’

may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimaticlJ'n procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad-
justed the survey counts of ‘‘vacant year-round’’ and “*vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to independent cur-
rent estimates. {(See section on ‘‘Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In
1973, ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’’ units were com-
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant)
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in-
dependent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate— The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1983 rental vacancy 'rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied.

Duration of vacancy — The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the length of time (in months} from the date the last occupants
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data,
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the tota! length
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted
from the date construction was completed. For recently con-
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con-
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded
from the data.

Housing unit boarded up— Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. *'Boarded up'’ refers to the cover-
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials
to prevent entry inte the housing unit. A oneg-unit structure or
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up.
This item was collected by interviewer observation.

. Utilization Characteristics

Persons— All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the
householder but also any Iédgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees Who share the
living quarters of the householder. {Prior to 1980, head of
household was used, see definition of householder on page
App-13.} The data on persons show categories of the number
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of one-person through seven-or-more person househalds by the
number of housing units.

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms— The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din-
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation roomAs, pérrnanently enclosed porches that are
suitable for year-round use, and lodger’s rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves
or cabinets.

Not included in the count aof rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space for storage, open porches,
trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only by
persons not living in the unit,

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached.

Persons per room—Persons per room is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified
ratio of persons per room.

Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainty for other pur-
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-rcom efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units — Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities — A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit: {1) An installed sink with piped
water, (2) a range, or cookstove, and (3} a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc-
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only
portable cooking e_quibment are not considered as having a range
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical
refrigerator. a '

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use.

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu-
pant were to be reported.

Year structure built— Year structure built refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc-
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer’'s model year was assumed to be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimates and are,
therefore, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted,
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached.

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
tour sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one-
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining strug-
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or trailer.

Elevator in structure — Statistics on elevator in structure are for
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ‘' without
elevator'’ in a structure of four floors or more if the structure
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for
freight. ’

In a group of six or more mobile homes— Mobile homes and
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Interior walls and ceilings — Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peel-
ing paint on the interior walls or ceilings of & housing unit. In-
cluded are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through
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to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for
a fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks
or holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up buildings on same street— Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same stieet are based on the interviewer’'s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect,
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities — The category ‘‘with all plurmbing facilities’’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does
not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms — A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com-
plete bathroom.

The cagetory ""also used by another household’’ consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category “‘none’’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilites but not in one room.

Sources of water or water supply—A public system or private
company refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units.
If a well provides water for five or fewaer housing units, it is

classified as an individual well. Water sources such as springs,
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the
“‘other”’ category.

Sewage disposal—A public sawer is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A ‘‘saptic tank or cesspool’” is an underground tank
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage
is disposed of in some other way are included in the ‘‘other”
category.

" Equipment and Fuels

Telephone available— A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with
a telephone avatilable, therefore, does not indicate the number
of telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment—Warm-air furnace refers to a central system
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms.
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the
summer, Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outtets. Built-
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil-
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s)
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec-
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportabte heaters that burn
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids. .
It alse includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene,
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the eguipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

Air conditioning— Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evapaorative coolers, fans,
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in & win-
dow or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room,

although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room.
A
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A central system is a centrai installation which air conditions
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A
central installation with individual room controls is a central air-
conditioning system.

House heating fuel — Utility gas is gas piped through underground
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood.
Bottled, tank, or LP gas is stored in tanks which are refilled or
exchanged when empty. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Other fuel in-
cludes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made of pitch
and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam.

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property {house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, mobile homes and trailers are excluded from the
value tabulations.

Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income
of the family or primary individual, The data are presented for
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated
(see ""Value' for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the
computation of the value-income ratio, except that.a mean of
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or r’nore. For
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net
loss comprise the category ‘‘not computed.”’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked — For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property — The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property.

Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business
purposes, an area rented 10 someone else, or for some reason
cannot be used for parking.

Mortgage —The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller {vendor) reserves, in the deed to the
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases,
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their
purchase comprise the category, “‘with installment loan or
contract.”’

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthty dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if
they are included in the regular payment to the lender.

Real estate taxes last year— The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cocperatives, con-
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. '"Real estate taxes
last year'’ refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount
for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property (house and lot} are presented. Housing units
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation
of the mean.
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Property insurance — This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners’ policies are also included since this type of in-
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types
of homeowner protection such as liability. if the cost of the in-
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments.
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected-
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with
no commercial establishment er medical or dental office on the
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied
cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or den-
tal office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes
and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner-
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distribu-
tions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install-
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the
monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment loan
or contract, rea! estate taxes [including taxes on mobile home
or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities
{electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal}, fuel (oil, coal,
kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did
not report their real estate taxes are included in the ‘‘not
reported’’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers,
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included
in the “‘not reported’” category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income—The
yearly housing costs {selected monthly housing costs multiplied
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. The percentge is presented for the
same owner-occupied units for which "“selected monthly hous-
ing costs’” were tabulated (for exclusions, see ‘‘selected
monthly housing costs''). The percentage was computed
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth
of a percent. For income and "'selected manthly housing costs,”
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com-
prise the category ‘'not computed.”’

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the “‘not
reported’’ category.

Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres, The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The *‘not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses-
sion of the mabile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home
or trailer was manufactured. "*Acquired” includes purchase as
well as other forms of taking pessission such as inheritance, gift,
trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new —The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent—Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the
rent tabulations.

Gross rent— The computed rent, termed "‘gross rent,’’ is the con-
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
{electricity, gas, water) and fuels {(oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.)
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by somecne
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend)} in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen-
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and
fuel as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted
to monthly figures in the computation process.

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous-
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub-
sidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multipfied by 12} is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
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The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain
renter-occupied housing units. The precentage is computed
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report
no income or a net l0ss comprise the category *‘not computed.””

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income —
This item is computed in the same manner as ‘‘gross rent as
percentage of income'’ except that rents and incomes for public
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsub-
sidized units in this report are not based on government or local
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a re-
spondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsub-
sidized housing.

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection and furniture)—Counts are
shown separately for housing units in which garbage callection
and furniture are included in the rent. The data are restricted to
renter-occupied units for which cash rent is paid and exclude
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

Garbage collection — Inctuded are housing units which have gar-
bage collection service available in connection with the building.
The service may be public or private and must be available
without additional cost to the renter. If the garbage {food waste}
is collected by one company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.}
by another, the data refer to the garbage collection service. In
tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C, separate counts are also shown
for renter-occupied units reporting additional amounts paid for
garbage collection service.

Furniture—The statistics refer to furnished apartments or houses
in which the management supplied major pieces of furniture such
as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and chairs for the
use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking range or stove, lamps,
and rugs are not considered furniture. Housing units in which
the occupants rent furniture from some source other than the
management are not classified as furnished.

Rent asked —For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent
asked is shown separately for housing units in which the rent
includes payment for utilities {electricity, gas, and water) and
fuels {oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also
shown far housing units in which the rent includes payment for
utlillities;aznn!c‘l fuels, as welil as garbage collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing— A housing unit is
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure

in which the unit is located is owned by a local hous-
ing authority or other public agency, such as a housing and
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency, and
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local
agency owns the property. All other housing units are classified
as private housing.

Private housing units are further classified by whether the units
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses.
These programs include {1) the interest subsidy programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development {HUD) for rental
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, {2) the
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income
families occupying certain types of rental housing
projects is paid by HUD, and (3} the direct loan program of HUD
for housing the elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one-
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore,
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized
housing.

Household Characteristics

Household — A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same
as the count of occupied housing units.

Householder— The householder is the first household member
18 years old and over who is the owner or renter of the sample
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One
person in each household was designated as the head, that is
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent.
However, if a married woman living with her husband was
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations, '

Household compaosition by age of householder — Statistics by age
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person
households and for one-person households. Househotds having
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives— Each household in this
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per-
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder.

Other male householder— This category includes households
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are

/]
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widowed, divorced, or singte. Also included are households with
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with
them.

Other female householder— This category includes households
with female householders who are married, but with husband
absent because of separation or other reason where husband
and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are
households with female householder, husband present, and
nonrelatives living with them.

Households consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male housholder and female househalder under
the category ‘‘one-person households.””

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either families or primary individuals. The term “‘family’’ refers
to the householder and all (one or more) other persons living in
the same household who are related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a *“primary
individual.”’

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in-
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families.
A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the householder
is considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household compaosition, families are always
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person
households.

Subfamily - A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children or one parent with one or more own single {rRever mar-
ried) children under 18 years old, living in a household anal related
to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The most com-
mon example of a subfamily is a young married couple sharing
the home of the husband’'s or wife’s parents.

Age of householder—The age classification refers to the age
reported for the householder as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the
householder, who are members of the household and are 65
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years
old and over.

Own children--Statistics on presence of own children of
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years
old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single {never mar-
ried) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a householder.
Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the total count
of own children.

Other relative of householder— This category includes all per-
sons related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption

except wife, husband, or child of householder and members of
subfamilies.

Nonrelative— A nonrelative of the householder is any person in
the househald who is not related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi-
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.

Years of school completed by householder— The statistics refer
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “‘regular
schooling’’ is formal education which may advance a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni-
versity, or professional school degree. Schaooling or tutoring in
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as ‘‘regular school-
ing’’": Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and
noncredit adult education classes.

Income— The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in-
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc. ‘

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit,
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the family and
all other members of the family 15 years old and over, or the
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in
the unit but not related to the householder are not included in
this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income {gross receipts minus operating expenses)
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.
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Social Security or railroad retirement income inctudes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; disability
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also
inctuded. Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss)
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders;
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which in-
clude cash receipts received from public assistance programs,
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the
Manpower Development and Training Act; werkmen's compen-
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to
survivors of deceased veterans; public or private pensions;
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony
or child support from persons who are not members of the
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and
fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in-
come: Value of income “in kind,’* such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property {unless

the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on “‘uncashed’’ savings bonds;
exchange of maoney between relatives living in the same
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments,
inheritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, in-
come data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per-
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter-
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview.
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling
variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey pro-
cedures and techniques, and processing procedures.

£l
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS .
General ....................
Comparabliity with 1973
through 1981 Annual
Housing Surveys . . .. .......
Comparabllity with 1970
Census of Housing data ... ..
Compearsbllity with 1980
Ceansus of Housing data . ... .
Comparabliity with 1970
and 1980 Censuses of
Populationdsta. . ..........
Comparsbllity with other
currant reports . ... ........

Mobile homes, hotels,
rooming houses, etc . .......

Institutlons . ...............

Year-round housing units . . . . ..
Changes in tha Housing

Inventory . ...........0i00n

Units added by new
construgtion . .............

Units lost from the
Inventory ................

Units lost through demolition
ordisaster ....,..........

Units lost through other
MBANE ... .........cc0u0.

Unapodfhd units . ..........
Occupancy and Vacancy
Cheracteristics . .. . _.........

Population in housing units . . . .
Occupied housing units . . . .. ..

Provious occupancy .........
Cooperatives and condominiums
Duration of occupancy .......

App-2
App-2
App-2
App-2

App-2

App-2
App-2
App-2
App-3
App-3

App-6
App-B
App-B
App-&
App-B
App-5
App-6

App-b

App-6

App-6

App-6
App-8
App-6

App-8

App-7
App-7
App-7
App-7
App-7
App-7

Unha In structure . ..........
Elevator in structure . ........

In a group of six or more
moblle homes . .......... .

Common stalrways . .........

App-7
App-7

App-7

Neighborhood conditions and
neighborhood services . . ... ..

Sales price asked ...........
Garage or carport on property . .
Mortgage .................
Major source of down payment .
Installment loan or contract. . . .
Mortgage insurance . . ........
Monthly mortgage payment . . ..
Roal estate taxes last year .. ..
Property insurance ..........
Selected monthly housing costs .
Selected monthly housing costs

as percentage of Income .. ...

Alterations and repalrs during
the last 12 months . ........

Purchase price of moblle home .
Yesar mobile home acquired . . . .
Moblle home acquired new . . ..
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence--Urban housing makes up all hous-
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous-
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs {except
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b} unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and {c) other territory, incorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the
historical davelopment of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC{1)-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural rasidence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence — In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or moré from
which sales of farm prodt.icts' amounted to $50 or more during
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to
$250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview.
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini-
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Countles — The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur-
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s} used in the
Annual Housing Survey {AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA’s
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA’s

defined and named in the Bureau ofi_the Budgst publication,
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15
SMSA’s were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968,
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria,
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected
in this series of reports. SMSA’s are defined by the Office of
Managemgnt and Budget (fqri-nerly Bureau of the Budgst),

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one‘cit'y
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or ‘‘twin cities’ with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun-
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are socially and economically integrated with the central city.
In the New England Statas, SMSA's consist of towns and cities
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen- |
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies ihe 'geh-
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used
in defining SMSA’s, see the Bureau of the Budget publication
cited in the preceding paragraph.

In this report, figures for “in central city”’ refer to all hous
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities,
the figures include some housing units in parts of the bity
classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS '

General

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey.
{AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers
were instructed to read the questions_, directly from the question-
naire. The definitions and explanations given for each subject
are, 10 a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and
procedural meterials used in the collection of the data. This
material helpgd the field interviewers to understand more fully
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under-
standing the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing
Surveys — Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How-
ever, there are significant differences in the measureament of
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1370 data in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished
tabulations; howevaer, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from
both published and unpublished tabulations.

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The
mdapendant household estimates used in the waighting of data
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates
derived from the 1980 census, The CPS independent household
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through

1980 Annual Housing Surveys w'e're derived from the 1970 cen-

sus. The 1970-based estimates aré about 2 parcent smaller than

the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in .

appendix B,

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par-
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to
year comparisons, especially where there are small dlﬂerences
between the figures {see appendix B).

c?_mparabillty with 1970 Census of Housing data— The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey.

There is a major difference, however, in the time perlod of tha.

“’racant mover’’ classification {see parts D and E of this series).
In the Annual Housing Survey, **recent movers’’ are households
that moved into their unit durlng the 12 months prnor to the inter-
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume
l, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period
for “‘year moved into unit’’ is 1969 to March 1970 {1% years);

in Volume IV, Components of inventory Change, the time period

is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume
VIil, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif-
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enurneration in the census in contrast to direct intarview in the
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures;
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to
a smaller extent, the sarhpling variability associated with the
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling
errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous-
ing inventory between the 1860 and 1970 censuses are given

for the United States and for 15 selacted SMSA's in the 1970

Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census.-Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous-
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970.

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {or
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 data
on new construction were abtained primarily from a sample of

units selected from building permits. The 1970 Con-_:ponenrs of "
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census

tabulations of the *‘year structure built”’
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by ‘‘new
construction.”’

‘Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last

item; i.e., housing units

year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the .

1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance, In

volume V, the data are based on information collected for a -
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which

was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop-

erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and .

owners.

Differences in the concepts and dsfinitions betwesn the data

in this report and volumae V include the following. The basic unit -

of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender.

in this report, real estate taxes and

sélected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real ‘

estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments.

In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected ‘

monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data— Most of the *

concepts and definitions are the same for itemns that appearin ™~

both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS),

There are one major difference and two minor differences,
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is

that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing .

units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ-
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires
a unit to be separate living quarters and have diract access or

complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete .
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re-
quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the .
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons, ,

not related to the person in charge, were classified as group
quarters: in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine
or more persons not related to the person in charge.

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS.
These units waere not identified separately in the 1980 census,
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units.
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The 1980 census will provida data on vacant-for-rent and renter-
occupied condominium units.

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities
and telephono available need only to be located in the structure
m wh:ch the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these
|toms must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional
dn‘ferences are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1980 census data may. be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
AHS dlfferences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the

nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the .

nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Comparabillty with 1970 and 1980 Censusss of Population
data—ln the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school
completed were based on responses to two questions— the
hlghest grade or year of regular school each household member
attended and whaether or not that grade or year was completed.

In the 1983 AHS, data for years of schoo! completed were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school oompleted by the householder Therefora,
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the

householder that i is, respondents may have reported the grade .

or year the householder was currently enrolted in or had last been
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed.
Other defrnltlonal differences, if any, are discussed under the
pgmculer.submct.

Cos;riperablll‘t'y with other current reports—This series of reports
co‘ntains' information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Cutrent Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing
Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey— Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey ara available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximatiey 71,000 units (inter-
views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant
housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the
Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports,
Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

‘The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ-

ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability,

s

nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing
procedures, o S

Current Population Reports from the :Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a-monthly. sample
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. .From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title, *'Current
Population Reports.”” Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and- income.
Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
essentially the same as those used.in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey.is the same, there is a.major.dif-
ference in the concept of ““mover.”” In parts.D ‘and' E;
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as "‘recent movers.'! In.the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place'of
rosmenoe is different from that of March 1970 are.classified as
“movers.’ ' : - R
There also may be significant differences in the data on income
and years of school completed. The time period covering income
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences
in the way income questions are asked. For ‘“‘years of school
completed by householder,”” the differences cited in the section,
‘* Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population!
data,’’ also applies to the Current Popilation Survey. . e °
Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors’
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures end
techmques, and processing procedures. *

Currant Constructron Reports from the Survey of Construction -
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general
title, ‘Current Construction Reports.”’ The data for these reports
are primarily from the Survey of Construction, - " * - .- . '

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately-16,000
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports.
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com-
pletions, construction authorized by building permits; housing
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one-
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous™’
ing, and value of new construction put in place. The concepts
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us--
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that*
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics:
of housing units in various stages of construction through com- *
pletion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif-
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figuras from
the two surveys, survey procedures and tochmques, and
processing procedures
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le_ing Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use {e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer}). Living
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential
use {8.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives},
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars.

Housing unit—A housing unit is & house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per-
sons in the structure and which have either (1) direct access
from the outside of the building or through a commeon hall which
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit
or by the general public or {2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occcupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who
share living arrangements (except as described in the section
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness,
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the
previous occupants, Both occupied and vacant housing units are
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes,
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are
included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters— Group quarters are living arrangements for in-
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart-
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person
in charge, by six or more unrelatad persons. Information on the
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Mobile homes. hotels, rooming houses, etc. —Mobile homes or
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing
units if vacant, used only for busirLess, or used only for vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhera. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, énd similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remajning quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-

tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con-
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the hougeholder or person
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory,
residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory
staff and other employees are separate housing units if thay
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con-
sidered group quarters. . ;

Institutions — Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living
quarters are consgidered group quarters.

Year-round housing units — Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units: '

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports
shown for *‘all year+ound housing units’’ may not be comparable
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of
**vacarit year-round’’ and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory®
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section
on "Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In 1973, “‘vacant—seasonasl
and migratory’’ units were combined with several categorias of
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occe-
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for ‘‘vacant—seasonal and
migratory’’ housing units and for ““all year-round housing units’’
adhere more closely to the independently derived current
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and
1983 characteristics for ‘‘all occupied units,” “owner oc-
cupied,’’ and *‘renter occupied’’ are, however, comparable with
the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction— A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "“new construc-
tion.’* Information was collected on vacant units under construc-
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro-
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units buift
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annoal Housing Survey, data
on naw construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later.
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Units lost from the inventory — Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition,. disaster, or other means.
Separate counts of "‘demolition or.disaster’ losses and of *‘other

losses’’ are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 through’

1981 and 1983 survoys cover all Iosses, |nclud|ng those i :n struc-
tures that were, not complotely Iost. -
Units lost thr_ough domolition or disaster—A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of

a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner.

is classified as a unit lost through demolition.- Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of !nvontory Change, the data
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units
in structures which still contained one or more housing units.
In addmon, units lost through dlsaster wore counted in. 1970
as "‘units’ Iost through other means : .

Units lost through other monns—Any housnng umt whlch e)tlstad
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other maans when

it was lost from the housing mventory through means other than .

demolition or disaster. This component mcludes the follownng
types of losses:

1. Housing units lost by. change to group quarters; for
axample, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973
and by a family and five lodgers at.the time of the 1983
survey. .

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are
vacant and either the roof, walls; doors,,or windows no longer
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house
or block} that the units are scheduled for demolition or
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited.

4. Housing units kst by change to entirely nonresidential
use. )

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units
added in the place to which they were moved.

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as Iost through othor means whon the ent:re structure

in which it was Iocated was lost to the houslng inventory through ™ .-
means other than dornolmon or d|saster. In. the 1974 through'

1981 and 1 983 surveys; the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses mciudlng losses of units in structures which'still con-
tained one or more housmg units.

Unspecified units-—Thei'e are other components of change tn
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific

measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources
such as nonresidential structures. The net offect of these,omis-
suons on the change in the total housing inventory is not known.

Housr‘ng units changed by conversion -T.Conversio_n refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in-
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rearrange-
ment in the use of space without structural alteration, such as
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form a
separate housing unit. '

Housing units changed by merger— A merger is the result of
combining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal ofpartitions or dismantling
of kitchen facilities, Change in use may result from a simple
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such-as
unlocklng a door which formerly separated two housmg units.

‘A chango in use also occurs, for example, when a family

occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a
separate housing unit on sach floor.

Housing units added through other sources—Any housing unit
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a uni_t added through other
sources. This component includes units created fromliving
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units,
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net
addition to the total inventory since they presumably repre's‘én't
units lost in the place from which they moved. A pro‘v‘iously
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons In.rlng in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are axcluded

Occupied housing units— A housing unitis classifiod as occupied
if a person or group of persons is {iving in it at the time of the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarity absent, for
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied entirely
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied

. housing units is the samae as the count of households.

-

ﬁooo;The classification of “‘race”’ refers to the race of the

houssholder occupying the housing unit, Howaver, the concept
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to
report the race of the householder in three categorios:_ White,
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes'American
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'Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race
“except White and Black. Figures on tenura are given separately
for White and Black houssholders; housing units with
househoiders of other races are included in the total in table 1
of parts A and E and may be darived by subtracting the sum of
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of
units with Black housseholder are presented in separate tables.

Spanish origin— The classification '*Spanish origin’’ refers to the
‘origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detalled
‘characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was detarminad on
the basis of a quastion that asked for self-identification of a per-
son’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American,
:Chicano, Mexican, Mexicang, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or

South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may
'be of any race.

“Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin houssholds between
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen-
sus, and other current gurveys. In the 1970 census and current
surveys’ reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language,
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the
same as the 1983 AHS, except the category *'Central or South
American’’ has been dropped.

fonuro—A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupled units are
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent
and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Slte tenure— Separate data are available on tenure of mobilg

home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor
pay cash rent for the site. ’

Previous occupancy — The classification of previous occupancy
is divided into two categories, *'previously occupied’ and *‘not
previously occupied.”” ‘‘Previously occupied’’ indicates that
some person or parsons, notrelated to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to
the householder’s or other related household member’s occu-
pancy. ‘‘Not previously occupied’’ indicates that either the

householder or some other current household member related
to the householder by blocd, mamage or adoptlon was tha ﬂrst
occupant of the sample unlt .
Cooperatives and condomlnlums—A cooperatlva is a type of
ownarship whereby a group of houslng units is owned by a cor-
poration of member-owners. Each individual member i is entitled
to occupy an individual housing unit andis a shareholder in tha
corporetion which owns the property

A condominium Is'a type of ownership that enables a person
10 own an apartment or house In a pro]ect of slrnilarly owned
units. The owner has the dead and very likely the mortgaga on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or 1ornt
ownership in some or all common areas such as ‘grounds,
hallways, entrances elevators, etc. )

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including smgle-famllv houses, rowhouses,
townhouses etc., as waell as apartment burldlngs

Durﬂtlon of occupancy—Data on "duratlon of occupancy * are
based on information for. the housoholder, the data refer.to the
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on
whether the-householder lived in the housing unit ’less than 3
months’’ or *‘3 months or longer.”” A householder who “‘lived
here last winter,”” must have moved into the unit prior to the
previous February.

Year householder moved into unit— The.data are based on the
inforrr]ation’reported for the householder and refer to the year
of latest move. Thus, if the housahclder movad back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the houssholder moved from one apart-
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported.: The
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the
householder began. The year the householder moves is not
necessarily the same year other members of the household
move, although in the-great majority of cases, the entire
household moves st the same time. e

Prior to 1980, data.on year moved into unit was collected for
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of
householder on page App-18.

Recent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed *‘recent movers.”” The household is classified
by year movad into unit on the basis of information reported for
the householder. ' '

-

Present and previous units of recent movers— The present unit
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover -householder
at the time of. the interview. The previous unit is the housing
unit from which the householder moved. If the householder
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date
of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the
householder last moved. . . .




App-8

APPENDIX A—Continued

Same or different householder—Characteristics of the present
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely
restrlcted to households that were essentially the same in the
two housmg units. The definitions of the characteristics for the
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present unit.

A household for which the householder in the present unit is
the same person as the householder in the previous unit {identi-
fied in the tables as ‘’'same householder'’) is considered essen-
tially the same even though there may have been some changes
in the composition of the household. Conversely, a household
in which there was no change except for a new householder was
considered a household with ‘‘different householder.”’

Data for householdsrs whose previous residence was outside
the United States are tabulated in the category ‘‘different
houssholder.’”

Main reason for move from previous residence — The statistics |

presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in, which the present householder was also the
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categoriaes refer to the principal reason the householder moved
into the present unit. The category ‘‘job related reasons’’ refers
to reasons such as job transfer, to took for work, to take a new
job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ‘‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.
- The category ‘‘housing needs’’ refers to reasons such as
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change
in racial or sthnic composition of neighborhood, wanted batter
neighborhood, wanted more expensive place or better invest-
ment, lower rent or less axpensive house, wanted better house,
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other
public activity, displaced by private action, wanted to rent
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and
occurrence of natural disaster.

The category “‘other reasons’’ includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications.

Main reason for move inta presant residence or neighborhood —
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present householder was also
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica-
tion categories refer to the principal reason the householder
moved into the present unit. The category *’job related reasons’’
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school
attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ““family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category ‘‘housing needs’’ refers to reasons such as
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more ex-
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con-
veniencas, lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing
neads.

The category ‘‘other reasons’’ includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall into any of the above classifications.

Homeownership—Data are shown for householders who, during
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units and show the number of previously owned units
which the householder cccupied as his/her usual place of
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes.

Owner or manager on property — These statistics ara based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on
the property. The category ‘‘with owner on property’’ refers to
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin-
tendent. ‘‘With resident manager or supetintendent on property’’
refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or other
representative of the owner.

Vacant housing unit— A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached & point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the etements, if the
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence
{such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol-
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being ussd
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office;
or quarters used for storing business supplies or inventory,
machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
**seasonal and migratory” or “’year-round.’’ Seasonal units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop
season.

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for
occupancy at any time of the year. A unitin a resort area which
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year-
‘ound. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also
considerad year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided
as follows:

For sale only —Vacant year-round units ‘‘for sale only’’ also in-
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if
the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units ‘‘for rent’’ also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been paid
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit
is classified as ‘‘rented or sold, not occupied.”’

Held off markat— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use—This category consists of vacant year-
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are
classified as seasonal and vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
elsewhera)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. if
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be
reported ‘‘occupied’’ and would be included in the count of oc-
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent.

Other vacant— If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified
as “‘other vacant.”’ For example, this category includes units held
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a
caretaker or janitor, and units held for persondl reasons of the
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for ‘"held for.
occasionat use’ or “‘temporarily occupied by URE'' housing
units, these categories are also included.

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series.

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for ‘“seasonal and
migratory,”’ *‘year-round, rented or sold, not occupied,’’ “'year-

round, held for occasional use,’’ and *‘year-round, other vacant'’
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad-
justed the survey counts of ‘‘vacant year-round’’ and *‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to independent cur-
rent estimates. {See section on "'Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In
1973, “‘vacant--seasonal and migratory’’ units were com-
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies {rentad
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant)
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in-
dependent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate— The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied. :

Rental vacancy rate—The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not cccupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied.

Duration of vacancy — The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the length of time {in months) from the date the last occupants
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data,
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which
have never been occupied, thé duration of vacancy is counted
from the date construction was completed. For recently con-
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con-
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded
from the data.

Housing unit boarded up— Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. ‘‘Boarded up’’ refers to the cover-
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials
10 prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or
a givan housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up.
This item was collected by interviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Parsons — All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not -only occupants related to the
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employess who share the
living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of
household was used, see definition of householder on page
App-18.) The data on persons show categories of the number
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of one-person through seven-or-more person houssholds by the
number of housing units.

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms— The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include
whale rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din-
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are
suitable for year-round use, and lodger’'s rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves
or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

If aroom is used by occupants of more than ong unit, the room
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached.

Persons per room—Persons per room is computaed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of parsons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified
ratio of persons per room.

Badrooms—The number of badrooms in a housihg unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, sven if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as
. bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur-
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.
Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom: The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet.

Structural Characteristics .

Conventional housing untts—Housing units not defined as maobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Compilete kitchen facilities — A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has ali three of the following for the exclusive

use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with piped
water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3} a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc-
ture. They need not be in the same room Quarters with only
portable cooking equipment are not consndared as having a range
or cookstove. An Icebox is not included as a mechanrcal
refrigerator.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use.

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities
had been removed, the kitchan facilities used by the last occu-
pant were to be reported.

Basament— Statistics on basements are based on the number
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basemaent if there is enclosed space in which per-
sons can walk upright under all or part of the building.
Basements in structures with occupied units are further
classified by signs of water leakage. The category *‘with signs
of water leakage’’ consists of units in which the basement shows
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations, ‘‘No
signs of water leakage’’ means that thd basement shows no
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing.
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected,
the unit was classified as having no signs of water leakage.

Year structure bullt—Year structure built refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc-
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer’s model year was assumed to be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimates and are,
therefora, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure —In determining the number of housing units
in & structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
ragidential structures.

- A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached.

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one-
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc-
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc,
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. Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, howaver,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or trailer.

Elevator in structure — Statistics on elevator in structure are for
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ““without
elevator”’ in a structure of four floors or more if the structure
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for
freight.

In a group of six or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Roof—Housing units ‘‘with signs of water leakage’’ are those
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. ‘’No sighs of
water leakage’” means that the roof shows no signs of water
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakege has been
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem
inside the structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was
classified as having no signs of water leakage.

Interlor walls and ceilings — Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or
holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or beeling
paint must be approximately ohe square foot or larger.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whather thers are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up huildings on same street— Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer’s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect;
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry.

Overall opinion of structure— The data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of the house or building as a
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure
as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways— The statistics on common stairways are
presented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “’loose steps’’ and ‘‘loose
railings’’ reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e.,
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail-
ings. Common stairways are stairways which are usually used
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to
the outside of the building.

Light fixtures in public halls — These statistics are presented for
housing units in structuras of two-or-more units with public balls
which havae light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit
or by the general public.

Etectric wiring— A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if tha wiring is out-
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed
wiring.

Elactric wall outlete— A housing unit is classified as having elec-
tric wall outlets in sach room if there is at least one working elec-
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working
electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi-
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If & room does not have
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall
outlet is not considered to be an electric wall outlet.

Electric fuses and circuit breakers—These statistics are
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec-
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to
households whose householder has been at the present address
for at lsast 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the temporary loss of
electricity until the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset.
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or equipment {such as
some large air conditioners} are counted as “‘blown fuses or
tripped breaker switches.”

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities — The category “with all plumbing facilities’’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the aexclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does
not have all three specified plumbing facilities {hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
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or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms — A housing unit is classified as having 8
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub
ot shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com-
plete bathroom.

The category '"also used by another household’’ consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units. .

The category ‘‘none’’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with- all
bathroom facilites but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply— A public system or private
company refers to 8 common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units.
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes
are included in the “'other’’ category.

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure,
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns
or failures in the water supply.

The water may be available from sources such as a sink,
washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as
having ‘‘no piped water inside structure’” if the unit has no piped
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc-
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another building. Data
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure tasted 6 con-
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the
housing unit was completely without running water from its
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely
without running water if {1} the water system serving the unit
supplied no water at all, {2) no water was available in the unit
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc-
ture, or {3} the equipment and facilities {i.e., faucets in the
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in the
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If the faucet in
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working,
the unit was not classified as being completely without water.

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or
failures and to the most common source of the problem. *‘Prob-
lems inside the building’’ refer to such problems as broken pipes
in the housing unit {or building)} or turning the water off in the
housing unit {or building) for maintenance and repairs. " -

“Problems outside the building’’ refer to such problems as
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by.
the water company for maintenance and repairs.

Availability of piped water—Units with no piped water in the
building are classified by whether piped water is available within
a quarter of a mile.

Sewage disposal—A public sewer is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or. private
organization. A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities ars called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an outhouse or other small shelter gutside the unit which con-
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other
way are included in the “other’’category.

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous-
ing unit was occupied by the houssholders at least 30 days prior
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
sacutive hours or longer during the 30 days prior to the interview.

[y

Flush toilet— The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities
with only one flush toilat; that is, one complete bathroom or one
complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes,
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the fiush toilet,
or some other reason.

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the
most common source of the problem. “’Problems inside the
building’’ refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes
in the unit {or building), a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty
ftushing mechanism, ““Problems outside the building’’ refer to
such breakdowns or failures as breaks in the main water or sewer
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or
repairs.

Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the
interview.

Equipnient, Fuels, and Services

Tetephone available — A housing unit is classified as having a
telaphone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
ingide the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
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occupants of several units. The number of housing units with
a telephone available, thaerefore, does not indicate the number
of telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment—Warm-air furnace refers to a central system
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms.
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling
system which utilizes indoor and outdaoor coils, a refrigerant, and
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water
refers to.a central heating system in which heat from steam or
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built-
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil-
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s)
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec-
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn
ges, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters
without flue include any room heater {(not portable) that burns
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or
chimney..Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids.
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene,
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for housing units occupied by the houssholder during the
winter. prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
B consaecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last winter,”” the householder must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1983.

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or
downed power lines.

Insufficient heat— The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived here
“‘last winter’’ the householder must have moved into the unit
prior to February 1983, .

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units
with closed rooms. The term ‘‘specified heating squipment’’ in-
cludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in
electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent,
firaplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with
“‘specified heating equipment’’ which had to use additional
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system

because the regular system did not provide enough heat. Addi-
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or
portable heaters, may have been used only in the'mornings or
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat.

*'Rooms lacking specified heat source’’ include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this itemm was to identify rooms in housing units with
“specified heating equipment’’ which did not contain the means
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con-
sidered to be a room for this item.

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed
because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous
winter, and the unit must have ‘‘heating equipment.’’ For this
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating equip-
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types
of heating equipment causad discomfort to the occupants of the
unit.

Alir conditioning— Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans,
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window
or an outside wall and generally intended to coocl one room,
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room.
A central system is a central installation which air conditions
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have
its own central system; or there may be several systems, sach
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A
central installation with individual room controls is a central air-
conditioning system.

House heating fuel— Utility gas is gas piped through underground
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. Bottled,
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oll is heating oil
normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the
heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasoline,
alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup-
plied by means of above or underground electric power lines.
Cosl or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of woodor wood
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy
available from sunlight as a heating fuel source.

Services and Neighborhood Conditions

Extarmination service —Tha statistics on extermination service
refer to households that have been at their present address for
at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in-
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con-
tainers. Regular extermination service refers to periodic visits
by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and
sprays to contral or kill pests and rodents. The regular service
interval may be once a month, four times a year, or any other
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by
‘an exterminator who is called only when needed by the
household or building manager, or where it is known that a
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is
regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in
a house or building that has. not been serviced during the 12
months prior to the interview and where it is not known if there
is any extermination service.

Qwerall opinion of neighborhood - The data presentad are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex-
cellent, good, fair, or poor.

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion and
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus,
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respendent
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor about the
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may feel
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are
inadequate while a neighbor may not.

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move —Data on neighborhood conditions are based on
the respondent’s answers to a three-part question concerning
specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked (1)
if the condition was present, {2) if the condition was bothersome,
and (3) if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent
would like to move from the neighborhood.

1. Street noise — Street noise refers to noise made by children
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise.

2. Streets need repair— The data are based on the respondent’s
opinicn that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are con-
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used
for water or sewage drainage.

3. Crime—This category refers to all forms of street and
neighborhood crime such as petty theft, assaults against the
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the
respondent judges to be a crime.

4, Litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty
lots, or on properties on the street, which the respondent
considers as litter.

5. Abandoned buildings — This category refers to both single and
multiunit buildings which the respondent reported to be
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re-
mains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial— This category refers to commer-
cial, industrial, or other activities, |nclud|ng both large and
smal! industries as well as busmassas and stores, that the
respondent considers to be nonresidential. o

7. Odors—This category refers to the respondent’s opinion con-
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services —Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions con-
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recrea-
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were coverad by
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked (1) if
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and (2) if the
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like
to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection—This category refers to the respondent’s
opinion about the presence, guality, quantity, and response
time of services that should be provided by the pdlice.

2. Qutdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or
swimming pools—This category refers to the respondent’s
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to the
quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving the local
community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public
transportation: {1) if service is available, {2) if service is satisfac-
tory, and {3) if any membar of the household used the service

_ at least once a week.

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and whether
or not these stores are located within 1 mite of the neighborhood.

Respcondents were asked a three-part question- on public
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household attended
public elementary school or private elementary school, (2) if the
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (3) if the public
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Ovaerall opinion of naighborhood— The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood ac-
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available
(described in preceding para'graphs). The respondent was asked
to rate the neighberhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value —Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical
or dentai office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from
the value tabulations.
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i\_!aIua-lnc:o:arrm ratio— The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for
the same ownar—occqﬁied units for which value was tabulated
(see “Value'' for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of
$3,500-was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net
loss make up the category ‘‘not computed.”

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property — The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
ite., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented 1o someone else, or for some reason cannot be used
for parking.

Mortgage — The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, hotds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangemant, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller ivendor) reserves, in the deed to the
buyer, a lien on the property tc secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category
are hausing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases,
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Major source of down payment— This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property {house or lot} or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases.
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing
other than mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure
was built, and other sources.

Installment loan or contract— The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their
purchase make up the category, ‘‘with installment loan or
contract.”’

Mortgage insurance — The data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial:
establishrment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner-
occupied cooperatives, condominiums, and mobile homes and
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance.

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provided to the
lender in case the borrower fails tc keep up the required mortgage
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent,
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration (FHA),
the Veterans’ Administration {VA}, and the Farmers Home
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or
guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the Farmers Home Administration
are referred to as “conventional’’ mortgages. Mortgage debts
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are
not included in the category *‘insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers
Home Administration.’’

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes.
The Veterans’ Administration guarantees or insures loans under
the Serviceman'’s Readjustment Act (G.l. Bil}}. The Farmers Home
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con-
fines its assistance to rural areas.

Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro-
tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans.
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower
pays an insurance premium as part of the monthly mortgage pay-
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable
from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included
in the category “‘not insured or insured by private mortgage
insurance,'’

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if
they are included in the regular payment to the lender.
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Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con-
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. ‘‘Real estate taxes
last year'’ refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes
payable on the entire property during the last billing period.. It
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real
estate taxes are inciuded in the mortgage, a separate amount
for the taxes is obtained.

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property {house and lot) are presented. Housing units
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation

- of the mean. ’

Property insurance — This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in-
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types
of homeowner protection such as liability. if the cost of the in-
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 1.2-month period even if made in two or more instaliments.
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied
cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented
separately for owner-cccupied, one-unit structures on less than
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is
the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile
home or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance,
utilities {electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuels {oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did
not report their real estate taxes are included in the ‘“‘not
reported’’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers,
households that had an instaliment loan or contract but did not
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included
in the ‘‘not reported’’ category.

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of iIncome —The
yearly housing costs {selected monthly housing costs muttiplied
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the
same owner-occupied units for which selected monthly housing
costs ware tabulated (for exclusions, see ‘‘selectad monthly
housing costs’’). The percentage was computed separately for
aach unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent.
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the -dollar
amounts were used. Units occupied by familias or primary indi-
viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the
catagory ‘'not computed.’’

Housseholds that did not report the amount of the mortgage
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the ‘'not
reported’” category.

Ahterations and repairs during the last 12 months — The statistics
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office
on the property. ) C

The data are presented according to whether the alteration
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done,
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250Q,
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs
by themselves cost $250 or more. )

Additions— Additions rafer to floor space built onto, above, or
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed space
within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement added
onto a house. It may also be construction of other buildings on
the property. The building, such as a garage, may not necessarily
be attached.

Alterations — These are permanent changes made either to the
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding grounds.
Alterations inside the structure include any type of remodeling
resulting in permanent modification of space; for example, con-
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve com-
pletely remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas
by a permanent room divider. It may also include attached equip-
ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in
dishwasher, Alterations outside the structure consist of installa-
tion walks; driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting
trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground.

Replacements —This refers to the complete substitution of a new
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an
old item that was previously there; for example, a new gas fur-
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer
functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such as clothes
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners.
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Repairs— This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and
“preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equipment;
""for exampie, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water

papes, and replacing’ parts of large equipment such as a furnace
* valve.

Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at
the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The 'not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year
acquired is the calsndar year that the current owner took posses-
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home
or trailer was manufactured. *"Acquired” includes purchase as
\yell as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance,
gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new — The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
_acquired it.

Contract rent— Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the
rent tabulations. .

Gross rent— The computed rent, termed.''gross rent,” is the con-
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
{electricity, gas, water} and fusls {oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.)
if these itams are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend} in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted
for, regardless of any fumishings, utilities, or services that may
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen-
tials which resuit from varying methods of including utilities and
fuels as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted
to monthly figures in the computation process.

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rant tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing—The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous-
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub-
sidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross
rent as percentage of income reflact the exclusion of certain
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report
no income or a net loss comprise the category “‘not computed.’’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of iIncoms—
This item is computed in the same manner as “‘gross rent as
percentage of incoma’* except that rent and income for public
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized
units in this report are not based on government or local records;
they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent (garbage collectionj—Counts are shown
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures
on 10 acres or more, '

Included are housing units which have garbage collection
service available in connection with the building. The service may
be public or private and must be availab!e without additional cost
to the renter, If the garbage (food wasts) is collected by one com-
pany and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer
to the garbage collection service.

Rent asked—For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (0il,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown
for housing units in which the rent includes payment for utilities
and fuels, as well as garbage collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is
classified as being in a public housing projact if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority
or other public egency, such as a housing and redevelopment
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from
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the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing.

- Private housing units are further classified by whether the units
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses.
These programs include {1) the interest subsidy programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD} for rental
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) the
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid
by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program of HUD for housing the
elderly.

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one-
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied
without paymaent of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, sub-
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsmlzed
housing.

Household Characteristics

Household— A household consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same
as the count of occupied housing units.

Householder— The householder is the first household member
18 years otd or over who is the owner or renter of the sample
unit. f no household member occupying the sample unit owns
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household membar
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One
person in each household was designated as the head, that is
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent.
However, if @ married woman living with her husband was
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations.

Household composition by age of householder— Statistics by age
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person
households and for one-person households. Househoids having
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives— Each household in this
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per-
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder.

Other male householder— This category includes households
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with
them.

Other female householder— This category includes househo!ds
with female householders who are married, but with husband
absent because of separation or other reason where husband

and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are
households with female householder, husband present, and
nonrelatives living wuth them. .

Houssholds consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male householder and female householder under
the category ‘‘one-person houssholds.””

Family or primary individual—Housing units are occupied by
either families or primary individuals. The term “*family’” refers
to the householder and all (one or more)} other persons living in
the same housshold who are related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a *’primary
individual.”’ :

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in-
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families.
A lodger, servant, or other person' unrelated to the householder
is considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household compaosition, families are always
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person
households.

Subfamily— A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple
sharing the home of the husband’s or wife's parents.

Age of householder—The age classification refers to the age
reported for the householder as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the
householder, who are members of the household and are 65
years oid and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years
old and over.

Own children under 18 years old— Statistics on presence of own
children of householder, are shown in this report. A child under
18 vyears old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single
(never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a
householder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the
total count of own children. -

Other relative of householder—This category includes &l persons
related to the householder by bicod, marriage, or adoption except
wife, husband, or child of houssholder and members of
subfamilies.

Nonrelative— A nonrelative of the householder is any person in
the household whe is not related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi-
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.
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Years of school completed by householder— Tha statistics refer
to the highest grade of ragular school completed and not to the
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school,
and whather attendance was full or part time, That is, “‘regular
schooling”’ is formal education which 'may advance a person
toward an elemsntary or high schoo! diploma, college, uni-
versity, or profassional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regutar
school systemn. Householders whose highest grade completed
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade {or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as “‘regular
schooling’’: Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools,
and noncredit adult education classas.

Income— The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment incomea, Social Security ar railroad retirement in-
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc.

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit,
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder and all other
members of the family 15 years old and over, or the income of
the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in the unit but
not related to the householder are not included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money sarnings
received for work performed as an'employee at any time during
the 12-moenth period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
galaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses)
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
recaipté of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; disability
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of deceased
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for
Maedicare and health insurance pramiums. Cash receipts of retire-
ment, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments made by the
U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also

included. Separate payments raeceived for hospital or other
medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income received
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children,
and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training pro-
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpower
Development and Training Act; workmen’s compensation cash
benefits; periodic ppyments by the Veterans’ Administration to
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts
from insurance paolicies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in-
come: Value of income *‘in kind,’’ such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange
of money betwaen relatives living in the same household; and
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other
types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970,
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per-
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter-

-view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts

reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, howaever,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’'surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi-
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the
various ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari-
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey proce-
dures and techniques, and processing procedures.
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983
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Plumbing Cheracteristics ....... App-11
Plumbing facilities . . ......... App-11

Source of water or water

supply ... . i
Avallsbllity of piped water. .. ..
Sowage disposal . . . .........
Flushtollet ................

Equipment. Fuels, and Services . .
Telephone availabls . . . .......
Heating equipment . .........
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inclusion In rent (garbage Housahold composition by Nonrelative . ............... App-18
collection) . . .............. App-17 age of householder . .. ... ... App-18 Yoars of school completsd by
Rontasked ................ App-17 Family or primary individual . . ..  App-18 householder .............. App-19
Public, private, or subsidized Subfamily ... .............. App-18
housing.................. App-17 Age of houssholder . . ........ App-18 Income ... App-19
Household Charscteristics ...... App-18 Persons BE yesrs old and over . App-18 FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL
Household ................ App-18 Own children under 18 years old  App-18 HOUSING SURVEY QUESTION-
Houssholder . .............. App-18 Other relstive of houssholder. ..  App-18 NAIRE: 1983................. App-20

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence—Urban housing makes up all hous-
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous-
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b} unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other tarritory, incorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC{1}-A reports. :

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence— In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the
remaining rural. units. Occupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to
$250 or mors during the 12-month period prior to the interview.
QOccupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini-
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm,

Counties — The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur-
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and
are treated as county equivalents. Four States {Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia} contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county equivalents.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas {(SMSA’s) used in the
Annual Housing Survey {AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA’s

defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication,
Standard Metropaolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.5. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, After 1967, 15
SMSA’s were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968,
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a resuit
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria,
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected
in this series of reports. SMSA’s are defined by the Office of
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or
group of contiguous counties which containg at least one.city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or ‘‘twin cities’’ with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun-
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are socially and economically integrated with the central city.
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen-
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen-
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used
in defining SMSA’s, see the Bureau of the Budget publication
cited in the preceding paragraph.

In.this report, figures for "‘in central city.”" refer to all hous-
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities,
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General

As statad in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers
waere instructed to read the questions directly from the question-
naire. The definitions and explanations given for each subject
are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and
procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been
added to this portion of tha text to assist the user in under-
standing the statistics.

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing
Surveys —Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How-
ever, there are significant differences in the measurerment of
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the
whola structure in which the unit was located was lost from the
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from
both published and unpublished tabulations.

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen-
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in
appendix B.

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par-
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B).

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data—The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey.

There is a major differance, however, in the time period of the
*‘racent mover’’ classification (see parts D and E of this series).
In the Annual Housing Survey, '‘recent movers' are households
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the inter-
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, different time pericds were used. In Volume
I, Metropoiitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period
for *'year moved into unit’’ is 1969 to March 1970 (1% years);
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period
is 1969 to December 1970 {approximately 2 years); and Volume
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to
March 1970 {approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif-
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
saveral factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures;
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the
sampla data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling
errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous-
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA’s in the 1970

Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous-
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1870,

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition {(or
disaster), and other losses {some other means}. The 1983 data
on hew construction were cbtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of
Inventory Change data were cobtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the ‘‘year structure built’’ item; i.e., housing units
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by ‘‘new
construction.””

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Rasidential Finance. In

“volume V, the data are based on information collected for a

sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop-
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and
owners.

Differances in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments.
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparabllity with 1980 Census of Housing data— Most of the
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS).

There are one major difference and two minor differences,
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. Tha first minor differ-
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires
a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct access or
complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re-
quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons,
not related to the person in charge, were classified as group
quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine
or more persons not related to the person in charge.

Qwner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS.
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census,
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units.
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter-
occupied condominium units.

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complste plumbing facilities
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional
differences are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to
sevaral factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling
variability associated with the sample date from the census; the
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the
nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population

data—In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school -

completed were based on responses to two questions—the
highest grade or year of regular school each household member
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was complsted.
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore,
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade
or year the housseholder was currently enrolled in or had last been
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed.
Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject.

Comparability with other current reports — This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Buresu reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing
Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey — Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics. of vacant units- from the Housing
Vabancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 units {inter-
views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant
housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the
Census in conjunction with its Current Popuiation Survey. Data
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports,
Series H-111, Housing Vacancies.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ-
ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability,

nonsampling errors,
procedures.

survey techniques, and processing

Current Populstion Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title, **Current
Population Reports.’’ Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a8 major dif-
ference in the concept of “‘mover.” In parts D and E,
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as “‘recent movers.” In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as
““movers.’’ '

" There also may be significant differences in the data on income
and years of school completed. The time period covering income
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences
in the way income questions are asked. For ““years of school
completed by householder,’’ the differences cited in the section,
‘‘ Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data,’’ also applies to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors

-of the figures from the two surveys, survey.procedurss and
techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction—
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general
title, '’Current Construction Reports.”” The data for these reports
are primarily from the Survey of Construction.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com-
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one-
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous-
ing, and value of new construction put in place. The concepts -
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us-
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics
of housing units in various stages of construction through com-
pletion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif-
ferences between the 1883 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and
processing procedures.
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Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use (e.g., cne-unit structure, apartment house, hotel
or motel, boarding house, or mobile homa or trailer). Living
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential
use {e.g., the rooms in a warshouse where a watchman lives},
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars.

Housing unit— A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rooms, or a singla room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per-
sons in the structure and which have either {1} direct access
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit
or by the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who
share living arrangements (except as described in the section
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness,
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes,
trailars, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are
included only if they are occupied.

Group quarters— Group quarters are living arrangements for in-
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
barracks, colleage dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart-
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc. — Mobile homes or
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing
units if vacant, used only for business, or used oﬁty for vacations,

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units anly when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usua! place of residence
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents.

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
agither direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remajning quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-

tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the houssholder, they
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con-
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or person
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory,
residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory
staff and other employees are separate housing units if they
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con-
sidered group quarters.

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living
quarters are considered group quarters,

Year-round hou‘slng units — Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which ere intended for year-round use. Vacant units
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does present
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports
shown for *‘all yearround housing units”* may not be comparable
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of
‘*vacant year-round’’ and ‘‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’’
units separately to independent current estimates. {See section
on “’Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In 1973, “vacant—seasonal
and migratory’’ units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa-
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total
of 'the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for *‘vacant—seasonal and
migratory’’ housing units and for “‘all year-round housing units”’
adhere more closely to the independently derived current
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and
1983 characteristics for ““all occupied units,”” ‘‘owner oc-
cupied,” and ‘‘renter occupied’’ are, however, comparable with
the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new construction— A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by ‘‘new construc-
tion.”’ Information was collected on vacant units under construc-
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro-
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were
installad and fina! usable floors were in place. Housing units built
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later.
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Units lost from the inventory — Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition, disaster, or other means.
Separate counts of "‘demolition or disaster’ losses and of ‘‘other
losses’’ are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those in struc-
tures that were not completsly lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster— A housing unit which

existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of .

a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Changa, the data
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units
in structures which still contained one or more housing units.
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970
as “units lost through other means.”

Units lost through other means — Any housing unit which existed

in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when

it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1883
survay.

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are

. vacant and either the roof, walls, doors; or windows no longer
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited.

4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential
use.

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973, Such
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss

from the total inventory since they presumably represent units

added in the place to which they were moved.

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through
means other than demolition or disaster. in the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con-
tained one or more housing units.

Unspecified units—There are other components of change in
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific

measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis-
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known.

Housing units changed by conversion—Conversion refers to the
craation of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in-
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rearrange-
maent in the use of space without structural alteration, such as
locking a door which closes off cne or more rooms to form a
saparate housing unit.

Housing units changed by merger— A merger is the result of
combining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such as
unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing units.
A change in use also occurs, for example, when a family
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a
separate housing unit on each floor.

Housing units added through other sources—Any housing unit
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as & unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units,'
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupied housing units — A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the
interview -or if-the occupants are only temporarily absent, for
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied entirely
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied
housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification of ‘'race’’ refers to the race of the
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept‘
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to
report the race of the householder in three categories: White,
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes American
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Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately
for White and Black householders; housing units with
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables.

Spanish origin—The classification ‘*Spanish origin’’ refers to the
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per-
son’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American,
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicana, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may
be of any race.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households batween
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen-
sus, and other current survays. In the 1970 census and current
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language,
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the
same as the 1983 AHS, excaept the category ‘'Central or South
American’’ has been dropped.

Tenure— A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent
and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure— Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupiad mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home,is located. The
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor
pay cash rent for the site.

Previous occupancy — The classification of previous occupancy
is divided into two categories, '‘previously occupied’’-and ""not
previously occupied.” ‘‘Previously occupied’’ indicates that
some person or persons, notrelated to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to
the householder's or other ralated household member’s occu-
pancy. "‘Not previously occupied’’ indicates that either the

househoider or some other current household member related
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first
occupant of the sample unit.

Cooperatives and condominiums— A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor-
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled
to occupy an mdwndual housing unit and is a shareholder in the
corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a perscin
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the desd and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hzliways, entrances, elevators, eic.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. '

Duration of occupancy —Data on “duration of occupancy’’ are
based on information for the householder; the data refer to the
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on
whether the householder lived in the housing unit ‘‘less than 3
months’’ or *’3 months or longer.”” A householder who “lived
here last winter,”’ must have moved into the unit prior to the
previous February.

Year householder moved into unit—The data are based on the
information reported for the householder and refer to the year
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the househoider moved from one apart-
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The
intent is to aestablish the year the present occupancy by the
householder began. The year the householder moves is not
necessarily the same year other members of the household
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire
household moves at the same time.

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of
householder on page App-18.

Racent movers—Households that moved into their present
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed “‘recent movars.”” The household is classified
by year moved into unit on the basis of infermation reported for
the householder.

1

Prasent and previous units of recent movers—The present unit
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover householder
at the time of the interview. The previous unit is the housing
unit from which the householder moved. If the householder
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date
of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the
householder last moved.
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Samse or different householder— Characteristics of the present
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the
previous unit are generally the same as those for the presant unit.

A housshold for which the householder in the present unit is
the same person as the householder in the previous unit {identi-
fied in the tables as ‘*same householder’’) is considered essen-
tially the same even though there may have been some changes
in the composition of the household. Conversely, a household
in which there was no change except for a new householder was
considered a household with *'different householder.’’

Data for householders whose pravious residence was outside
the United States are tabulated in the category '‘different
householder.”’

Main reason for move from previous residence — The statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present householder was also the
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved
into the present unit. The category *‘job related reasons’’ refers
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered or teft U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ‘‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.

The category ‘‘housing needs’’ refers to reasons such as
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change
in racial or ethnic composition of neighborhood, wanted better
neighborhood, wanted more expansive place or better invest-
ment, lower rent or less expensive house, wantad better housa,
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other
public activity, displaced by private action, wanted to rent
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and
occurrence of natural disaster.

The category ‘‘other reasons’’ includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications.

Malin reason for move into present residence or neighbarhood—
The statistics presanted are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present householder was also
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica-
tion categories refer to the principal reason the householder
moved into the present unit. The category “job related reasons’
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school
attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ‘“family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category ‘‘housing needs’’ refers to reasons such as
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more ex-
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con-
veniences, lower rant or less expensive house, and other housing
needs.

The category ‘‘other reasons’’ includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall into any of the above classifications.

Homeownership—Data are'shown for householders who, during
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units and show the number of praviously owned units
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes.

Owner or manager on property — These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on
the property. The category ‘‘with owner on property’’ refers to
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin-
tendent. *‘With resident manager or superintendent on property’’
refars to a resident manager, superintandent, janitor, or other
representative of the owner.

Vacant housing unit— A housing unit is vacant if no ona is living
in it at the time of the interview, uniess its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
slsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence’
{such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol-
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used
entiraely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office;
or quarters used for storing business supplies or inventory,
machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts-and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are-the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, - - -

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
*seasonal and migratory’’ or ‘'year-round.’’ Seasonal units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop
season.

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year-
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also
considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided
as follows:

For salae only —Vacant year-round units ‘‘for sale only’’ also in-
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if
the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—-Vacamt year-round units ““for rent”’ also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rentad or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been paid
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but
the new owner has not yet moved in, the yaar-round vacant unit
is classified as "‘rented or sold, not occupied.’’

Held off market— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rentad or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsewhere, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use —This category consists of vacant year-
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are
classified as seasonal and vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
elsewhera)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, providgd the usual
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied' at
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be
reported "‘occupied’’ and would be included in the count of oc-
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent.

Other vacant— If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified
as "‘other vacant.’”” For example, this category.includes units heid
for gettlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for “‘held for
occasional use’" or ‘‘temporarily occupied by URE'' housing
units, these categories are also included.

Characterigtics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report seriss.

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for ‘‘seasonal and
migratory,’’ ‘‘year-round, rented or sold, not occupied,”’ “'year-

round, held for occasional use,”” and ‘‘year-round, other vacant’’
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad-
justed the survey counts of ‘‘vacant year-round’’ and ‘‘vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to independent cur-
rent astimates. {See section on “"Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In
1973, *‘vacant—ssasonal and migratory’’ units were com-
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant)
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981
and 1983 data for vacant units adherea more closely to the in-
dependent estimates than the 1973 data,

Homeowner vacancy rate— The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold
but not occupied. .
Rental vacancy rate—The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied. :

Duration of vacancy — The statistics on duration of vacancy refe_r
to the length of time {in months) from the date the last occupants
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data,
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted
from the date construction was completed. For recently con-
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con-
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded
from the data,

Housing unit boarded up—Siatistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. ““Boarded up'' refers to the cover-
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up.
This item was collacted by interviewer observation,

Utilization Characteristics ..

Pergsons— All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the householder, (Prior to 1980, head of
household was used, see definition of householder on page
App-18.) The data on persons show categories of the number
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of one-person through seven-or-more parson households by the
number of housing units.

_ A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
rmost of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

'Rooms—The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Reoms counted include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din-
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanantly enclosed porches that are
suitable for year-round use, and lodger’'s rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit.

» A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves
or cabinets.

. .Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porchas, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

if a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room

is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached.

Persons per rcom~Persons per room is computed for each
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified
ratio of persons per room.

Bedrooms-—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur-
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet.

Structural Characteristics

Conventional housing units—Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

dompleta kitchen facilities — A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the foltowing for the exclusive

use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with piped

_water, {2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical

refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc-
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical

. refrigerator.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use.

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu-
pant were to be reported.

Basement— Statistics on basements are based on the number
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per-
sons can walk upright under all or part of the building.
Basements in structures with occupied units are further
clasgsified by signs of water leakage. The category *‘with signs
of water leakage’’ consists of units in which the basemant shows
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. *‘No
signs of water leakage’ means that the basement shows no
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing.
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corracted,
the unit was classified as having ho signs of water leakage.

Year structure bullt—Year structure built refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc-
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer’'s model year was assumed to be the year built.
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimates and are,
tharefors, subject to the respondent’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached.

A one-unit structure is detached if it has opan space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one-
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc-
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc,




APPENDIX A—Continued

App-11

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or trailer.

Elevator in structure — Statistics on elevator in structure are for
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ‘'without
elevator'’ in a structure of four floors or more if the structure
has no passenger glevator or if the only elevator service is for
freight.

In a group of six or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Roof—Housing units ‘'with signs of water leakage’’ are those
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. ‘‘No signs of
water leakage’’ means that the roof shows no signs of water
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem
inside the structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was
classified as having no signs of water leakage.

interior walls and ceilings — Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or
holes. '

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or largar.

Interior floors—Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by
nails or othar similar objects.

Boarded-up buildings on same street— Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer’'s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they are permanently vacant and show severs signs of neglect;
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar material to prevent entry. B

Overall opinion of structure— The data presented are based on
the respondent’s overall opinion of the house or building as a
place to liva. The respondent was asked to rate the structure
as axcellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways—The statistics on common stairways are
presented for housing units in two-or-maore-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “'loose steps’’ and “‘loose
railings’’ reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e.,
whether thare are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail-
ings. Common stairways are stairways which are usually used
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to
the outside of the building.

Light fixtures in public halls — These statistics are presented for
housing units in structures of two-or-more units with public halls
which have light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit
or by the general public.

Electric wiring — A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed
wiring.

Electric wall outlets — A housing unit is classified as having elec-
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working elec-
tric wall outist or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working
electric wall outlet or wall plug is ona that is in operating condi-
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room does not have
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall
outlet is not considered to ba an electric wall outlet.

Electric fuses and circuit breakers—These statistics are
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec-
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to
households whose householder has been at the present address
for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown
fuse or tripped breaker switch rasults in the temporary loss of
electricity until the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset.
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or equipment (such as
some large air conditioners) are counted as “'blown fuses or
tripped breaker switches."’

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities — The category ‘‘with all plumbing facilities'’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilitias must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does .
not have all three specifiod plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
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or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms— A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com-
plete bathroom.

The category ‘‘also used by another household’’ consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category ‘‘none’’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilites but not in one room.

Source of water or water supply — A public system or private
company refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or ptivate water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units.
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further
classified by whether thay were originally drilled or dug. Water
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes
are included in the “‘other’’ category.

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure,
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns
or failures in the water supply.

The water may be available from sources such as a sink,
washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as
having "‘no piped water inside structure’” if the unit has no piped
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc-
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another huilding. Data
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the
housing unit was completely without running water from its
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely
without running water if (1) the water system serving the unit
supplied no water at all, {2} no water was available in the unit
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc-
ture, or {3} the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and showeér in the
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If the faucet in
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working,
the unit was not classified as being completely without water.

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or
failures and to the most common source of the problem. ‘' ‘Prob-
lems inside the building®’ refer to such problems as broken pipes
in the housing unit {or building} or turning the water off in the
housing unit {or building) for maintenance and repairs.

’Problems outside the building’’ refer to such problems as
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by
the water company for maintenance and repairs.

Availability of piped water—Units with no piped water in the
building are classified by whether piped water is available within
a quarter of a mile.

Sewage disposal—A public sewer is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization, A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank
or pit used for disposal of sewage, Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con-
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other
way are included in the “‘other’’category.

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous-
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least 90 days prior
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Flush toilet— The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities
with only one flush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one
complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes,
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the flush toilet,
or some other reason.

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the
most common source of the problem. ‘‘Problems inside the
building’’ refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes
in the unit (or building), a cracked or broken bowl!, or faulty
flushing mechanism. ’Problems outside the building’’ refer to
such breakdowns or failures as breaks in the main water or sewer
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or
repairs.

Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 80 days
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the
interview.

Equipment, Fuels, and Services

Telephone available — A housing unit is classified as having a
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
inside the heousing unit, and one telephone may serve the
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occupants of several units. The number of housing units with
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number
of telephones installed in homes, ‘

Heating aquipment — Warm-air furnace refers to a central system
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms.
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built-
in elactric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil-
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers
warm air to the room right above the furnace.or to the room(s)
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec-

tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters
without flue include any room heater {not portable) that burns
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids.
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene,
gasoline, fual oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable slectric
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be
reported.

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for housing units occupied by the householder during the
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last wintar,’” the househoclder must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1983,

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or
downed powaer lines.

Insufficient heat — The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter

prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived here

‘"ast winter’” the householder must have moved into the unit
prior to February 1983. .

Saeparate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units
with closed rooms. The term '‘spacified heating equipment’’ in-
cludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in
electric units; floor, well, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent,
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The deta on additional heat source refer to units with
“‘gpecified heating equipment”” which had to use additional
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system

because the regular system did not provide snough heat. Addi-
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or
portable heaters, may have been used only in the mornings or
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat.

""Rooms lacking specified heat source'” include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with
*specified heating equipment’’ which did not contain the means
of convaying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con-
sidered to be a room for this item.

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed
because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous
winter, and the unit must have ‘heating equipment.’’ For this
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating equip-
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types
of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants of the
unit.

Alir conditioning— Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans,
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room,
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room.
A central system is a central installation which air conditions
the antire housing unit, In an apartment building, a central system
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A
central installation with individual room controls is a central air-
conditioning system.
!

House heating fuel— Utility gas is gas piped through underground
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood, Bottled,
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil
normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the
heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasoline,
alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup-
plied by means of above or underground elactric power lines.
Coal or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood or wood
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy
available from sunlight as-a heating fuel source.

Services and Neighborhood Conditions

Extsrmination service —The statistics on extermination service
refer 1o houssholds that have besn at thair present address for
at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in-
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con-
tainers. Regulai extermination service refers to periodic visitg
by a licensed company or individua! who uses chemicals and
sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service
interval may be once a month, four times a year, or any other
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by
an exterminator who is called only when needed by the
household or building manager, or where it is known that a
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is
reguiar or irregular. No extermination service includes units in
a house or building that has not been serviced during the 12
months prior to the interview and whaere it is not known if there
is any extermination service.

QOverall opinion of neighborhood — The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex-
cellent, good, fair, or poor.

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion and
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus,
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor about the
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may fesl
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are
inadequate while a neighbor may not.

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move—Data on neighborhood conditions are based on
the respondent’s answers to a three-part question concerning
-specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked (1)
if the condition was present, (2) if the condition was bothersome,
and (3] if the condition was so objactionable that the respondent
would like to move from the neighborhood.

1. Street noise — Street noise refers to noise made by children
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise.

2. Streets need repair—The data are based on the respondent’s
opinion that the stresets, either paved or unpaved, are con-
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used
for water or sewage drainage.

3. Crime—This category refers to all forms of street and
neighborhood crime such as petty theft, assaults against the
person, burglary, etc., or any relataed activities that the
respondent judges to be a crime.

4. Litter—~Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty
lots, or on properties on the street, which the respondent
considers as litter, '

5. Abandoned buildings— This category refers to both single and
multiunit buildings which the respondent reported to be
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re-
mains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial— This category refers to commer-
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both large and
small industries as well as businesses and stores, that the
respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors— This category refers to the respondent’s opinion con-
corning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc.

Neighborhood services —-Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions con-
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recrea-
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were covered by
a two-part quastion in which the respondent was asked (1) if
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and (2) if the
cendition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like
to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection— This category refers to the respondent’s
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response
time of services that should be provided by the police.

2. Cutdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or
swimming pools—This category refers to the respondent’s
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to the
quality and proximity of heatth facilities, etc., serving the local
community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public
transportation: {1) if service is available, (2) if service is satisfac-
tory, and {3) if any member of the household used the service
at least once a week.

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and whether
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schoals: (1) if children within the household attended
public elementary school or private elementary school, {2} if the
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (3) if the public
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Overall opinion of neighborhood— The data presented are based
on the respondent’s averall opinion of the neighborhood ac-
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was asked
to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value —Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot} would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from
the value tabulations.
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Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated
(see “'Value' for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $ 300,000 or more. For
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by
families or primary individuals who reported no income ‘or net
loss make up the category ‘‘not computed.”’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969,

Sales price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
astablishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property — The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.a., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be used
for parking.

Mortgage — The data are restricted 1o owner-occupied, one-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the
agreed upon payments have been mads by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases,
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Major source of down payment— This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases.
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing
other than mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure
was built, and other sources.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their
purchase make up the category, “‘with installment loan or
contract.”’

Mortgage insurance— The data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner-
occupied cooperatives, condominiums, and mobile homes and
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance.

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provided to the
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent,
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration (FHA},
the Veterans’ Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or
guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the Farmers Home Administration
are referred to as “‘conventional’’ mortgages. Mortgage debts
insured or guaranteed by State or local governrent agencies are
not included in the category *‘insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers
Home Administration.”’ '

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes.
The Veterans’ Administration guarantees or insures loans under
the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act (G.l. Bill), The Farmers Home
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con-
fines its assistance to rural areas,

Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro-
tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventicnal
loans with higher loan-to-value ratics than noninsured loans.
Down payi'nent and monthly payments are often less than for
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower
pays an insurance premium as part of the monthly mortgage pay-
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable
from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included
in the category ‘’not insured or insured by private mortgage
insurance.’’

Monthly mortgage payment—The data are limited to owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. Tha data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real astate taxes and
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if
they are included in the regular payment to the lender.
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Roal estate taxes last year—The data are restricted t0 owner-
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con-
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailars. ‘‘Real estate taxes
last year’’ refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. it
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are
payments on delinguent taxes due from prior years or payments
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real
ostate taxes are inciuded in the mortgage, a separate amount
for the taxes is obtained. .

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property thouse and lot} are presented. Housing units
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation
of the mean.

Property Insurance— This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners’ policies are also included since this type of in-
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other typas
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in-
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
entire 1-2-month period sven if made in two or more installments.
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selacted
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with
no commaercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied
cooperative and condominium units.

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is
the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or instaliment
loan or contract, real estate taxes lincluding taxes on mobile
home or trailer site if the site is owned}, property insurance,
utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuels (oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did
not report their real estate taxes are included in the '‘not
reported’’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers,
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are atso included
in the ‘'not reported’’ category.

Selacted monthly housing costs as percentage of income— The
vearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied
by 12} are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. The parcentage is presented for the
same owner-occupied units for which selected monthly housing
costs were tabulatad (for exclusions, see ‘‘selected monthly
housing costs’’}). The percentage was computed separately for
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent.
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the dollar
amounts were used. Units cccupied by families or primary indi-
viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the
category ‘‘not computed.’’

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the “‘not
reported’’ category.

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 months — The statistics
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office
on the property.

The data are presented according to whether the alteratsons
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost
of the labor and materials was to be reported. Howaver, if the
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done,
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250,
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs
by themselves cost $250 or more.

Additions— Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, or
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosad space
within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement added
onto a house. it may also be construction of other buildings on
the property. The building, such as a garage, may not necessarily
be attached.

Altarations — These are permanent changes made either to the
inside or outside of a structure inctuding the surrounding grounds.
Alterations inside the structure include any type of remodeling
resulting in parmanent modification of space} for example, con-
struction of a breakfast nock in a kitchen. It may invoive com-
pletaly remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathrcom, or
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas

by a parmanent room divider, It may also include attached equip-

ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa-
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting
tress or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground.

Replacements — This refers to the complete substitution of a new
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an
old itam that was previously thers; for exampie, a new gas fur-
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer
functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such as clothes
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners.
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Repairs—This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equipment;
for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water
pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such as a furnace
valve.

Purchase price of mobile home—This item refers to ownaer-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at
the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding
site costs or closing costs. The '‘not purchased’’ category rafers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.

Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses-
sion of the mabile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home
or trailer was manufactured. *Acquired’’ includes purchase as
well as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance,
gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new — The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent— Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the
rent tabulations.

Gross rent— The computed rent, termed ‘‘gross rent,’’ is the con-
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (0il, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.}
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for by someone
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthiy rent agreed to, or contracted
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen-
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and
fuels as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted
to monthly figures in the computation process.

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing— The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous-
ing projects, units with Faderal, State, or local government rent
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.

In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local racords; the figures are, therefora, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub-
sidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report
no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘'not computed.”’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income —
This item is computed in the same manner as '‘gross rent as
percentage of income’’ except that rent and income for public
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized
units in this report are not based on government or local records;
they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent {(garbage collection)—Counts are shown
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures
on 10 acres or more.

Included are housing units which have garbage collection
service available in connection with the building. The service may
be public or private and must be available without additional cost
to the renter. If the garbage {food waste) is collected by one com-
pany and the trash ipaper, cans, etc.} by another, the data refer
to the garbage collection service.

Rent asked—For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes
payment for utilities {electricity, gas, and water) and fuels {cil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown
for housing units in which the rent includes payment for utilities
and fuels, as well as garbage collection service.

Public, private, or subsidized housing—A housing unit is
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from
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the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing.
" Private housing units are further classified by whether the units
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because
‘a Faderal, State, or local government program pays part of the
cost of construction, building mortgage, ot operating expenses.
These programs include {1} the interest subsidy programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD} for rental
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2} the
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid
by HUD, and (3} the direct loan program of HUD for housing the
elderly. ‘

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one-
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures ars, therefore, sub-
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized
housing.

Household Characteristics

Household — A household consists of all the persons who occcupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same
as the count of occupied housing units.

Householder— The houssholder is the first household member
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member
listed who is 18 years old or oider. In the AHS reports for 1973
through 1978 the concept head of household was used. One
person in each household was designated as the head, that is
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent.
However, if a mamied woman living with her husband was
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations.

Household composition by age of houssholder— Statistics by age
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person
households and for one-person households. Households having
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-coupla families, no nonrelatives — Each household in thig
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per-
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder.

Other male householder— This category includes households
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with
male householder, wife present and nonrelatfvgs fiving with
them.

Other famale householder— This category includes households
with female househaolders who are married, but with husband
abgent because of separation or other reason where husband

-total count of own children.

and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are
households with female householder, husband present, and
nonrelatives living with them.

Households consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male householder and female househoider under
the category ‘‘one-person households.’’

Family or primary Individual—Housing units are occupied by
either families or primary individuals. The term “‘family’’ refers
to the householder and all {one or more} other persons living in
the same household who are related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives glone or with

‘nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a *’primary

individual.”*

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in-
cluded in the family and are not considered as separats families.’
A lodger, servant, or other person' unrelated to the householder
is considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household composition, families are always
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary
individuals living alone are always tabulated as ons-person
households.

Subfamily — A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple
sharing the home of the husband’s or wife’s parents.

Age of householder—The age classification refers to the age
reported for the househglder as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the
householder, who are members of the household and are 65
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years
old and over,

Own children under 18 years old— Statistics on presence of own
children of householder, are shown in this report. A child under
18 years old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single
{never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a
householder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the

Other relative of houssholder— This category includes all persons
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption except
wife, husband, or child of householder and members of
subfamilies.

Nonralative — A nonrelative of the househoider is any person in
the household who is not related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi-
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.
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Years of school completed by householder— The statistics refer
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the
highest grade. attended. For persons still attending school, the
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, privats, or parochial schools, ¢olleges,
universities, or.professional schools, whether day or-night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, ‘‘regular
schooling” is formal education which ‘may advance a person
toward an elementary -or high school diploma, college, uni-
varsity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed
was in a foreign schoo! system or in-an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade {or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not

reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out

or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not.counted as ‘‘regular
schooling’’: Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools,
and noncredit adult education classes.

Income — The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to quastions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in-
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money income. The figures répresent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc.

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit,
i.a., the sum of the income of the householder and all other
members of the family 15 years old and over, or the income of
the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in the unit but
not related to the householder are not included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is definad as the total. money earnings
received for work performed as an employee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It.includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions,.tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income {gross receipts minus operating expenses)
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed. ’ ’

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ beneﬁts'; disability
insurance programs for ratired persons, dependents of deceased
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for
Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of retire-
ment, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments made by the
U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also

included. Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care are not included. .

income from all other sources includes money income raceived
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss} from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children,
and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training pro-
grams, such as the Area Redevelopmant Act and the Manpower
Development and Training Act; workmen’s compensation cash
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administration to
disabled members of.the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts
from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in-
come: Value of income “‘in kind,’’ such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange
of money betwesen relatives living in the same housshold; and
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other
types of lump-sum receipts.

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different pericds in time. For 1983, the incomae data refer
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the housshold
characteristics rafor to the date of the interview. For 1970,
income data refer to the calendar year 1369, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were membaers
of the family during all or-part of the income-period if these per-
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter-
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generéll'y
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi-
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the
various 'ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari-
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey proce-
dures and techniques, and processing procedures.
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

Urban and rural residence —Urban housing makes up all hous-
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous-
ing consists of all housing units in {a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except
Alaska), and towns {except in the New England States, New
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated piaces of
2,500 inhabitants or more; and {(c) other territory, incorporated
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in
the 1970 Population Census PC{1)-A reports.

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970
census.

Farm-nonfarm residence— In rural areas, occupied housing units
are subdivided inte rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the
remaining rural units. Qccupied housing units are classified as
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to
$250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview.
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini-
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm.

Countles — The primary divisions of most of the States are termed
countias; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur-
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and
are treated as county equivalents, Four States (Maryland,
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginial contain one or more cities that
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these
independent cities are treated as county squivalents.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas—The definitions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) used in the
Annual Housing Survey (AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's
usad in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's

defined and named in the Burgau of the Budget publication,
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, ).5. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968,
and an additiona! 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria,
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of
Management and Budget {formerly Bureau of the Budget).

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or ""twin cities’’ with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. |n addition to the county
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun-
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are socially and economically integrated with the central city.
In the New England States, SMSA’s consist of towns and cities
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen-
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen-
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publication
cited in the preceding paragraph.

in this report, figures for "/in central city’’ refer to all hous-
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities,
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city
classified as rural in the 1970 census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

General
[

Ag stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers

“were instructed to read the questions directly from the question-

naire. The definitions and explanations given for each subject
are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and
procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under-
standing the statistics.

Comperability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing
Surveys —Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How-
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983
raports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from
both published and unpublished tabulations.

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) sstimates
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen-
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than
the 1980-based estimatas. A detailed explanation appears in
appendix B.

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par-
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences
between the figures (see appendix B).

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data— The concepts
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey.

There is @ major difference, however, in the time period of the
“‘recent mover'’ classification (see parts D and E of this series).
In the Annual Housing Survey, “‘recent movers’’ are households
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the inter-
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume
Il, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period
for ''year moved into unit’’ is 1969 to March 1970 (1% years);
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume
VI, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif-
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional diffarences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures;
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling
errors associated with the census data.

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous-

ing inventory between the 1960 and 1870 censuses are given
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970

Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change. In voluma IV, the data are based on information for a
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions,
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous-
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970,

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com-
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 data
on new construction were abtained primarily from a samplea of
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census
tabulations of the *'year structure built’’ item; i.e., housing units
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by “new
construction.’’

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop-
ertias, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and
owners,

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on
the occupant’s answer; in volume V, mortgage status was
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments.
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected
monthly housing costs include special assessments.

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data—Most of the
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
{AHS).

There are one major difference and two minor differences,
howaever, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ-
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires
a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct access or
complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with diract access re-
quired of all units. The second minor diffarence is that, in the
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons,
not related to the person in charge, were classified as group
quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine
or more persons not related to the person in charge.

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS,
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census,
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units.
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter-
occupied condominium units.

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional
differences are discussed under the particular subject.

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to
several factors. These include the extensive use of self-
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling
variability associated with the sampie data from the census; the

nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the

nonsampling errors associated with the census data.

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data—In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school
completed were based on-responses to two questions—the
highest grade or year of regular school each household member
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed.
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were
based on responses to a single question—the highest grade or
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore,
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last been
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed.
Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the
particular subject.

Comparabllity with other current reports — This series of reports
contains information similar to that contained in some of the
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing
Survey with data from other current surveys.

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey— Data on vacancy
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide
survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 units (inter-
views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant
housing units}, is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the
Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports,
Series H-111, Housing Vacanciss.

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ-
ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability,

nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing
procedures.

Current Population Reports from the Current Population
Survey—The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau
issues several publications under the general title, ‘‘Current
Population Reports.”’ Included are reports on household and
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income.

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are
aessentially the same as those used in the Current Population
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif-
ference in the concept of “mover.” In parts D and E,
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months
prior to the interview are classified as ‘‘recent movers.”’ In the
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as
““movers."”’

There also may be significant differences in the data on income
and years of school completed. The time period covering income
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences
in the way income questions are asked. For ‘'years of school
completed by householder,’’ the differences cited in the section,
* Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population
data,’’ also applies to the Current Population Survey.

Additional differences betwean the 1983 Annual Housing
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and
techniques, and processing procedures.

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction—
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general
title, ""Current Construction Reports.’” The data for these reports
are primarily from the Survey of Construction.

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com-
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, houging
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one-
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous-
ing, and value of new construction put in place. The concepts
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us-
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics
of housing units in various stages of construction through com-
pletion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif-
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the
Survay of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and
processing procedures.
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Living Quarters

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for
residential use {e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives),
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars.

Housing unit— A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group
of rocoms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per-
sons in the structure and which have either (1) direct access
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit
or by the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single
family, one person living alone, two or more famiiies living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who
share living arrangements {except as described in the section
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness,
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units ars
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes,
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are
included only if thay are occupied.

Group quarters--Group quarters are living arrangements for in-
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quart,ers are
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses,
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart-
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected.

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc. —Mobile homes or
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing
units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for vacations.

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are
occupied by permanent residents. -

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have
sither direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The
remajning quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-

tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, thay
are classitied as one housing unit; if the combinad quarters con-
tain five or more roomers unretated to the householder or person
in chargs, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory,

‘residence hall, or simitar place, living quarters of the suparvisory

statf and other employees are separate housing units if they
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con-
sidered group quarters.

Institutions—Living quarters of staff personnel are separate
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living
quarters are considered group quarters,

Year-round housing units — Data on housing characteristics are
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain
reliable information for them. However, this report does pressnt
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant,
seasonal, and migratory housing units.

The statistics in the 1874 through 1981 and 1983 reports
shown for 'all year-round housing units’’ may not be comparable
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of
*“vacant year-round’’ and “‘vacant—seasonal and migratory’’
units separately to independent current astimates, (See section
on “‘Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In 1973, *'vacant—seasonal
and migratory’’ units were combined with several categories of
year-round vacancies {rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa-
sional use; and other vacant} and adjusted to the combined total
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for *'vacant—seasonal and
migratory’’ housing units and for ‘‘afl year-round housing units'”
adhere more closely to the independently derived current
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and
1983 characteristics for ‘‘all occupied units,”” “‘owner oc-
cupied,”” and ‘‘renter occupied’’ are, however, comparable with
the corresponding 1973 data.

Changes in the Housing Inventory

Units added by new constructlon— A housing unit built in April
1970 or later is classified as a8 unit added by ‘‘new construc-
tion.”” Information was collected on vacant units under construc-
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro-
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Components of inventory Change, new
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later.




App-6

APPENDIX A—-Contirued

Units lost from the inventory — Characteristics are presented for
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory
in 1973 or later through demolition, disaster, or other means.
Separate counts of "demolition or disaster’’ losses and of “'other

losses’’ are shown in part A of this serias. The 1974 through’

1981 and 1983 surveys cover al! losses, including those in struc-
tures that were not completely lost.

Units lost through demolition or disaster — A housing unit which
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of
& public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner
is classified as a unit lost through demcolition. Units destroyed
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of
Housing, Volume IV, Componants of inventory Change, the data
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units
in structures which still contained one or more housing units.
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970
as ‘‘units lost through other means.””

Units lost through other means — Any housing unit which existed
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following
types of losses:

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983
survey.

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is seversly
damaged by fire.

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited.

4, Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential
use.

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such
moves in the same area do not nacessarily result in a net loss
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units
added in the place to which they were moved.

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con-
tained one or more housing units.

Unspecified units—There are other components of change in
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific

measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of
conversions and margers and units added from other sources
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis-
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known.

Housing units changed by convarsion—Conversion refers to the
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in-
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rearrange-
ment in the use of space without structural alteration, such as
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form a
separate housing unit.

Housing units changed by merger— A merger is the result of
combining two or more housing units into fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of pertitions or dismantling
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such as
unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing units.
A change in use also occurs, for axample, when a family
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a
separate housing unit on each floor.

Housing units added through other sources—Any housing unit
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc-
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other
sources. This component includes units created from living
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units,
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit.

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics

Population in housing units—Included are all persons living in
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded.

Occupled housing units — A housing unit is classified as occupied
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent, for
example, on vacation. Howevaer, if the unit was occupied entirely
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied
housing units is the same as the count of households.

Race—The classification of ‘‘race’’ refers to the race of the
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut
sciantific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to
report the race of the householder in three categories: White,
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes American
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Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately
for White and Black householders; housing units with
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables.

Spanish origin—The classification *‘Spanish origin’’ refers to the
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed
characteristics of units with householdar of Spanish origin are
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per-
son’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American,
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may
be of any race.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen-
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current
surveys’ reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, languags,
surname, and origin or descent. in addition, research indicates
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the
same as the 1983 AHS, except the category ‘‘Central or South
American’” has been dropped.

Tenure— A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co-
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent
and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Site tenure— Separate data are available on tenure of mobile
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and traiters on
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The

site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for '

the use of the site, the site rent is paid by somecgne not living
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants naither own nor
pay cash rent for the site.

Previous occupancy — The classification of previous occupancy
is divided into two categories, ‘’previously occupied’” and “‘not
previously occupied.”” “‘Previously occupied’’ indicates that
somae person or persons, notrelated to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to
the householder’s or other ralated household member’'s occu-
pancy. ““Not previously occupied’’ indicates that either the

househoider or some other current household member related
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first
occupant of the sample unit.

Cooperatives and condominiums—A cooperative is a type of
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor-
poration of member-cwners. Each individual member is entitled
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the
corporation which owns the property.

A condominium is a type of ownership that snables a person
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds,
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc.

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings.

Duration of occupancy —Data on “‘duration of occupancy’” are
based on information for the householder; the data refer to the
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on
whether the householder lived in the housing unit ‘“less than 3
months’’ or *’3 months or longer.”” A householder who *‘lived
hare last winter,’’ must have moved into the unit prior to the
previous February.

Year householder moved into unit— The data are based on the
information reported for the householder and refer to the year
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart-
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the
householder began. The year the householder moves is not
necessarily the same year other members of the household
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire
household moves at the same time.

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of
householder on page App-18.

Recent movers —Households that moved into their present
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter-
view are termed ‘‘recent movers.’’ The household is classified
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported for
the householder.

Present and previous units of recant movers— The present unit
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover houssholder
at the time of the interviaw. The previous unit is the housing
unit from which the houssholder moved. If the householder
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date
of the interviaw, the previous unit is the one from which the
householder last moved.
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Same or different householder — Characteristics of the present
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present unit.

A household for which the householder in the present unit is
the same person as the householder in the previous unit (identi-
fied in the tables as ‘’same householder’’) is considered essen-
tially the same even though there may have been some changes
in the compasition of the household. Conversely, a household
in which there was no change except for a new householder was
considered a household with ‘‘different householder.”

Data for householders whosa previous residence was outside
the United States are tabulated in the category ‘‘different
householder.”’

Main reason for move from previous residence — The statistics
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent
movers in which the present householder was also the
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved
into the present unit. The category “‘job related reasons’’ refers
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new
job, entered or left U.5. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category “"family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to
ba closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size,
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools,
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood
without children, and other family related reasons.

The categor\) "housing needs’’ refers to reasons such as
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change
in racial or ethnic compaosition of neighborhood, wanted better
neighborhood, wanted more expensive place or hetter invest-
ment, lower rent or less expensive house, wanted better house,
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other
public activity, displaced by private action, wanted to rent
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and
occurrence of natural disaster.

The category “‘other reasons’’ includes crime, wanted change
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into
any of the above classifications.

Main reason for move into present residence or neighborhood —
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied
by recent movers in which the present householder was also
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica-
tion categories refer to the principal reason the householder
moved into the present unit. The category *‘job related reasons’’
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school
attendance, and other job related reasons.

The category ‘‘family status’’ refers to reasons such as needed
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without
children, and schools.

The category "‘housing needs’’ refers to reasons such as
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more ex-
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con-
veniences, lower rent or less expensive houss, and other housing
needs.

The category "‘other reasons’’ includes low crime, change of
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood
which do not fall into any of the above classifications.

Home ownership—Data are shown for householders who, during
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units and show the number of previously owned units
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes.

Owner or manager on property — These statistics are based on
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on
the property. The category “‘with owner on property’’ refers to
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin-
tendent. " With resident manager or superintendent on property’’
refars to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or othar
representative of the owner,

Vacant housing unit— A housing unit is vacant if no one is living
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence
elsewhere.

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows,
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence
{such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol-
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office;
or quarters used for storing business supplies or inventory,
machinery, or agricultural products.

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of
Housing reports.

Vacancy status—Vacant housing units are classified as either
“‘seasonal and migratory’’ or ‘year-round.”’ Seasonal units are
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year.
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop
season,

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year-
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also
considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided
as follows:

For sale only —Vacant year-round units ‘'for sale only’’ also in-
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium projact if
the individual units are offered for sale only.

For rent—Vacant year-round units “‘for rent’’ also include
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

Rented or sold, not occupied—If any money rent has been paid
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit
is classified as ‘‘rented or sold, not occupied.’’

Held off market— A housing unit which is neither for sale nor
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence
elsawhere, and other vacants.

Held for occasional use—This category consists of vacant year-
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are
classified as seasonal and vice versa.

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence
elsewhera)—If all the persons in a housing unit usually live
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual
place of residence is held for the houssehold and is not offared
for rent or for sale. For exampls, a beach cottage occupied at
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be
reported ‘‘occupied’’ and would be included in the count of oc-
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent.

Other vacant— If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any
of the classifications spacified in the distribution, it is classified
as ‘‘other vacant.’’ For examnple, this category includes units held
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for “*held for
occasional use’’ or ‘‘temporarily occupied by URE'’ housing
units, these categories are also included.

' Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and
vacant units held for migratery labor are excluded because it is
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series.

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for **seasonal and
migratory,’’ ‘‘year-round, rented or sold, not occupied,’” 'year-

round, held for occasional use,”” and ‘'year-round, other vacant’
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad-
justed the survey counts of *'vacant year-round’’ and *’vacant—
seasonal and migratory’’ units separately to independant cur-
rent estimates. {See section on ""Estimation’’ in appendix B.} In
1973, “vacant—seasonal and migratory’* units were com-
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented
or sold, not oceupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant)
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in-
dependent estimates than the 1973 data.

Homeowner vacancy rate— The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 exciudes vacant units sold
but not occupied.

Rental vacancy rate—The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the
total rental tnventory; i.e., alt renter-occupied units and all year-
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not
occupied.

Duration of vacancy — The statistics on duration of vacancy refer
to the length of time (in months} from the date the last occupants
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data,
therefors, do not provide a direct measurae of the total length
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted
from the date construction was completed. For recently con-
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con-
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded
from the data.

Housing unit boarded up— Statistics for this item are only pro-
vided for vacant housing units. ‘‘Boarded up’’ refers to the cover-
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up.
This item was collected by intarviewer observation.

Utilization Characteristics

Persons— All persons occupying the housing unit are counted.
These persons include not only occupants related to the
touseholder but also any lodgers, roomers, hoarders, partners,
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the
living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of
household was used, see definition of householder on.page
App-18.) The data on persons show categories af the number
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of one-person through seven-or-more person houssholds by the
number of housing units.

A person is counted at the usual place of residenca for that
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile.

Rooms —The statistics an rooms are for the number of housing
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms countead include
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din-
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are
suitable for year-round use, and lodger’s rooms. Also included
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit.

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves
or cabinets.

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only
by persons not living in the unit.

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached.

Persons per room—Persons per room is computed for sach
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified
ratio of persons per room.

Bedrooms—The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur-
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing
unit consisting of only one room, such as a ona-room efficiency
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom.

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units
with one complete bathroom or one bathrocom plus a half bath
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet.

Structural Characteristics

Conventiona! housing units —Housing units not defined as mobile
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional.

Complete kitchen facilities — A housing unit has complete kitchen
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive

use of the occupants of the unit: {1) An installed sink with piped
water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3} a mechanical
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc-
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having arange
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical

. refrigerator.

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit,
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit.
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip-
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for
exclusive use,

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu-
pant were to be reported.

Basement— Statistics on basements are based on the number
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A
structurs has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per-
sons can walk upright under all or part of the building.
Basements in structures with occupied units are further
classified by signs of water leakage. The category "‘with signs
of water leakage’’ consists of units in which the basement shows
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. ‘'No
signs of water leakage’’ means that the basement shows no
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing.
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected,
the unit was classified as having no signs of water leakage.

Year structure built— Year structure built refers to when the
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc-
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built,
Statistics are based on the respondent’s estimates and are,
therefore, subject to the respondant’s ability to properly classify
the year built for the building.

Units in structure—In determining the number of housing units
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted.
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of
residential structures.

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached.

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one-
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending
from ground to roof which divida it from other adjoining struc-
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc.
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Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category.
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure, If, however,
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile
home or trailer.

Elevator in structure — Statistics on elevator in structure are for
the number of housing units in structuras with four floors or more
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as *‘without
elevator’” in a structure of four floors or more if the structure
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for
freight.

in a group of six or more mobile homes—Mobile homes and
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single
site or adjacent sites.

Roof —Housing units “'with signs of water leakage’’ are those
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. ‘’No signs of
water leakage’’ means that the roof shows no signs of water
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem

inside the structure such as fauity plumbing, the unit was

classified as having no signs of water leakage.

Interior walls and cellings — Statistics are presented on whether
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or
holes.

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling
paint must be approximately one square foot or largar.

Interior floors--Data are shown on whether there are holes in
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by
nails or other similar objects.

Boarded-up buildings on same street— Statistics on boarded-up
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewsr’s
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect;
have maost of their visible windows broken or missing; or have
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other
similar mataerial to prevent entry. '

Ovarall opinion of structure— The data presented are based on
the respondent’s ovarall opinion of the house or building as a
place to live. The respondsnt was asked to rate the structurs
as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Common stairways—The statistics on common stairways are
presented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with
common stairways. The figures for “‘loose steps’” and “'loose
railings'’ reflact the physipal condition of the stairway; i.e.,
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail-
ings. Commaon stairways are stairways which are usually used
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the genaral
public. They may be sither inside the structure or attached to
the outside of the building.

Light fixtures In public halls—These statistics are presented for
housing units in structures of two-or-more units with public halls
which havae light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit
or by the general public.

Electric wiring— A housing unit is classified as having exposed
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed,
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out-
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal.
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed
wiring.

Electric wall outlets — A housing unit is classified as having elec-
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working elec-
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working
electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi-
tion; i.e., can be used whan needed. If a room does not have
an slectric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall
outlet is not considered to be an electric wall outlet.

Electric fuses and circuit breakers—These statistics are
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec-
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to

- households whose householder has been at the prasent address

for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the temporary loss of
slectricity until the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset.
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or equipment {such as
some large air conditioners) are counted as ‘‘blown fuses or
tripped breaker switches.’’

Plumbing Characteristics

Plumbing facilities — The category "' with all plumbing facilities"’
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water
inside the structure as waell as a flush toilet and a bathtub or
showar inside the structure for the exclusive use of the
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room.
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does
not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure,
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or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

Complete bathrooms — A housing unit is classified as having a
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit, A
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com-
plete bathroom.

The category ‘also used by another household’” consists of
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the
occupants of other housing units.

The category ‘‘none’’ consists of units with no bathroom
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all
bathroom facilites but not in one room.

' Source of water or water supply — A public system or private
company refers to a common source supplying running water
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units.
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes
are included in the “‘other’’ category.

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure,
respondants were asked to provide information on breakdowns
or failures in the water supply.

The water may be available from sources such as a sink,
washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as
having *’no piped water inside structure’’ if the unit has no piped
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc-
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another building. Data
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the
housing unit was completely without running water from its
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completaly
without running water if {1) the watar system serving the unit
supplied no water at all, {2) no water was available in the unit
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc-
ture, or {3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in the
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If the faucet in
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working,
the unit was not classified as being completely without water.

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or
failures and to the most common source of the problem. ‘‘Prob-
lems inside the building”’ refer to such problems as broken pipes
in the housing unit {or building} or turning the water off in the
housing unit (or building} for maintenance and repairs.

“’Problems outside the building’’ refer to such problems as
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by
the water company for maintenance and repairs.

Availability of piped water—Units with no piped water in the
building are classifiad by whether piped water is available within
a quarter of a mile.

Sewage disposal—A public sewer is connected to a city,
county, sanitary district, naighborhood, or subdivision sewer
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private
organization. A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers 1o
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con-
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other
way are included in the '‘other’’category.

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool, The
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous-
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least 90 days prior
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con-
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview.

Flush toilet—The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities
with only one flush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one
complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes,
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the flush toilet,
or some other reason.

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet ara
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the
most common source of the problem. *'Problems inside the
building’’ refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes
in the unit {or building}, a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty
flushing mechanism. '“Problems outside the building’’ refer to
such breakdowns or failures as breaks in the main water or sewer
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or
repairs.

Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the
interview.

Eguipment, Fuels, and Services

Telephone available— A housing unit is classified as having a -
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the
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occupants of several units, The number of housing units with
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number
of telephones installed in homes.

Heating equipment —Warm-air furnace refers to a central system
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms.
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and
a comprassor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built-
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil-
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the roomi(s}
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed.

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec-
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue,
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters
without flue include any room heater {not portable) that burns
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids,
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene,
gasoline, fue! oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet.

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been
removed, the equipment used by the last cccupants was to he
reported.

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are
shown for housing units occupied by the householder during the
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as
having lived here “last winter,”” the householder must have
moved into the unit prior to February 1883,

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or
downed power lines.

Insufficlent heat — The statistics presented refer to housing units
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived here
“*last winter’’ the householder must have moved into the unit
prior to February 1983.

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source,
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units
with closed rooms. The term *’specified heating equipment’’ in-
cludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in
elactric units; floor, wali, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent,
firaplaces, stoves, and portable heaters.

The data on additional heat source refer to units with
’specified heating aquipment’” which had to use additional
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system

because the regular system did not provide enough heat, Addi-
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or
portable heaters, may have been used only in the mornings or
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat.

‘“Rooms lacking specified heat source’’ include rooms lacking
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with
“specified heating equipment’’ which did not contain the means
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con-
sidered to be a room for this item.

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed
because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous
winter, and the unit must have ‘"heating equipment.” For this
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room.

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms
which waere so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom-
fort to the occupants, Housing units with specified heating equip-
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types
of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants of the
unit.

Air conditioning — Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of
air by a refrigeration unit; excltuded are evaporative coolers, fans,
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room,
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one rocm.
A central system is a central installation which air conditions
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A
central installation with individual room controls is a central air-
conditioning system,

House heating fuel—Utility gas is gas piped through underground
pipes from a central system to sarve the neighborhood, Bottled,
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil
normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the
heating system. Kerosene, setc., includes kerosene, gasoline,
alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup-
plied by means of above or underground eiectric power lines.
Coal or coke rafers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood-or wood
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy
available from sunlight as a heating fuel source.

Services and Neighborhood Conditions

Extermination service —The statistics on extermination service
refer to households that have been at their present address for
at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in-
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con-
tainers. Regular extermination service refers to periodic visits
by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and
sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service
interval may be once a8 month, four times a year, or any other
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by
an exterminator who is called only when nesded by the
household or building manager, or where it is known that a
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is
regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in
a house or building that has not been serviced during the 12
months prior to the interview and wherae it is not known if there
is any extermination service.

Ovarall opinion of neighborhood — The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood. The
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex-
cellent, good, fair, or poor.

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services—The
statistics presented are based on the respondent’s opinion and
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus,
the respondent’s answer may or may not reflect the actual
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor -about ‘the
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may feel
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are
inadequate while a neighbor may not.

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and
wish to move —Data on neighborhood conditions are based on
the respondent’s answers to a three-part question concerning
specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked (1)
if the condition was present, (2) if the condition was bothersome,
and (3} if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent
would like to move from the neighborhood.

1. Street noise—Streat noise refers to noise made by children
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise.

2. Streets need repair— The data are based on the respondant’s
opinion that the stréets, either paved or unpaved, are con-
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used
for water or sewage drainage.

3. Crime—This category refers to all forms of street and
neighborhood crime such as petty theft, assaults against the
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the
respondent judges to be a crime.

4, Litter—Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such
as paper, cans, or asbandoned cars in the street, on empty
lots, or on properties on the street, which the respondent
considers as litter.

5. Abandoned buildings — This category refers to both single and
multiunit buildings which the respondent reported to be
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re-
mains of previous buildings.

6. Commercial or industrial—This category refers to 'Eommer-
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both large and
small industries as well as businesses and stores, that the
respondent considers to be nonresidential.

7. Odors— This category refars to the respondent’s opinion con-
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks,
nearby industries, factories, businssses, etc.

Neighborhood services —Data on neighborhood services are
based on the respondent’s answer to a series of questions con-
cerning neighborhood services. Polica protection, outdoor recrea-
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were coverad by
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked (1} if
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and {2) if the
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like
to move from the neighborhood.

1. Police protection—This category refers to the respondent’s
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response
time of services that should be provided by the police.

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or
swimming pools —This category refers to the respondent’s
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities.

3. Hospitals and health clinics—This category refers to the
quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving the local
community in the opinion of the respondent.

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public
transportation: (1) if service is available, (2) if service is satisfac-
tory, and (3) if any member of the household used the service
at least once a week. : '

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and whether
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household attended
public elementary school or private elementary school, (2} if the
public elementary school is satisfactory, and {3) if the public
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood.

Overall opinion of neighborhood— The data presented are based
on the respondent’s overall opinion of the neighborhood ac-
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available
{described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was asked
to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor.

Financial Characteristics

Value—Value is the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property {(house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives,
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from
the value tabulations.
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Value-income ratio—The value-income ratio is computed by
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated
(see "'Value'’ for exclusions}. The ratio was computed separately
for each unit and was rounded to the nearast tenth. In reporting
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net
loss make up the category ‘‘not computed.’’

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1870, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969.

Sales price asked—For vacant housing units, the sales price is
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property.

Garage or carport on property— The garage or carport must be
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit;
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip-
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be used
for parking.

Mortgage — The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish-
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units.
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds,
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until
the debt is paid. in the vendor lien arrangemant, the title is kept
by the buyar but the ssller (vendor} reserves, in the deed to the
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer.

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases,
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land.

Major source of down payment— This item refers to the source
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases.
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing
other than mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure
was built, and other sources.

Installment loan or contract—The data are limited to owner-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their
purchase make up the category, ‘‘with installment loan or
contract.”’

Mortgage insurance — The data are restricted to owner-occupied
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be
one-unit structures on less then 10 acres without a commercial
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner-
occupied cooperatives, condominiums, and mobile homes and
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance.

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provided to the
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent,
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration {FHA},
the Veterans’ Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or
guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the Farmers Home Administration
are raferred to as ‘‘conventional’’ mortgages. Mortgage debts
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are
notincluded in the category “‘insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers
Home Administration.”’

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes.
The Veterans' Administration guarantees or insures loans under
the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act (G.l. Bill}. The Farmers Home
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con-
fines its assistance to rural areas.

Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro-
taction to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans.
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower
pays an insurance premium as part of the monthly mortgage pay-
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable
from data on other conventional loans and ig therefore included
in the category ‘'not insured or insured by private mortgage
insurance.”’

Monthly mortgage payment— The data aré limited to owner-
occupled, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real astate taxes and
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if
they are included in the regular payment to the lender.
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Real estate taxes last year—The data are restricted to owner-
- pccupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con-
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. ‘’‘Real estate taxes
last year’' refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount
for the taxes is obtained.

- Inpart C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing units
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation
of the mean.

_Property insurance— This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that

is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc.
Homeowners’ policies are also included since this type of in-
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in-
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a
geparate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an
antire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments.
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for
‘owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on
less than 10 acres, That data exclude owner-occupied
‘cooperative and condominium units. ’

Selected monthly housing costs—The data are presented
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an
installment loan or contract. Setected monthly housing costs is
.the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile
home or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance,
utilities {electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal}, fuels (oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection.

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report
the amount of thair payment and/or those households that did
not report their real estate taxes are included in the ‘‘not
reported’’ category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers,
" households that had an installment loan or contract but did not
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included
in the ‘'not reported’’ category.

Selacted monthly housing costs as percentage of Income—The
yearly housing costs (selectad monthly housing costs multiplied
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the
same ownear-occupied units for which selected monthly housing
costs were tabulated (for exclusions, see *‘selected monthly
housing costs’’}. The percentage was computed separately for
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent.
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the dollar
amounts were used. Units occupied by families or primary indi-
viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the
category ‘‘not computed.’’ ;

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the ‘‘not
reported’’ category. Y

~n
Alterations and repairs during the fast 12 months — The statistics
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres
without a commaercial establishment or medical or dental office
on the property.

The data are presented according to whether the alterations
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done,
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250,
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs
by themselves cost $250 or more.

Additions— Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, or
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed space
within the houss; for example, a bedroom or basement added
onto a house. It may also be construction of other buildings on
the property. The building, such as a garage, may not necessarily
be attached.

Alterations —These are permanent changes made either to the
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding grounds.
Alterations inside the structure include any type of remodeling
resulting in parmanent modification of space; for example, con-
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve com-
pletely remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas
by-a permanent room divider. it may also include attached equip-
ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa-
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting

" trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground.

Replacements — This refers to the complete substitution of a new
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an
old item that was previously there; for example, a new gas fur-
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer
functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such as clothes
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners.
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- Repairs— This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and
“preventive care of the structure; property, or fixed equipment;
for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water
pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such as a furnace
“valve.
vido
Purchase price of mobile home— This item refers to owner-
-occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The
Ipurchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at
-the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding
" site costs or closing costs, The *’not purchased’’ category refers
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any
tgecupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift.
fon
Year mobile home acquired—This item pertains to ownaer-
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year
wacquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses-
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home
or trailer was manufactured. “’Acquired’’ includes purchase as
well as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance,
gift, trade, and foreclosure.

Mobile home acquired new —The data pertain to owner-occupied
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner
acquired it.

Contract rent— Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are
not restricted by acreage. Rantal units occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the
rent tabulations,

Gross rent—The computed rent, termed '‘gross rent,”” is the con-
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
{electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosens, wood, etc.)
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for by someona
alse, such as a relative, waelfare agency, or friend) in addition
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may
be’included. Thus, gress rent is intended to eliminate differen-
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and
fuels as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted
to-monthly figures in the computation process.
The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted
by acraage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations.

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing— The gross rent for non-
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous-
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more.,

In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject
to the ability of a respondent to properly classihj the unit as sub-
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. .

Gross rent as percentage of income—The yearly gross rent
{monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per-
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual.
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole
number. For gross rent and income, ‘the dollar amounts are
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is pa:d
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report
no income or a net loss comprise the category ‘‘not computed.”’
The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the
date of the interview. For 1870, the income statistics cover the
calendar year 1969. ‘

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income—
This item is computed in the same rmanner as ‘'gross rent as

.percentage of income’” except that rent and income for public

and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized
units in this report are not based on government or tocal records;
they are. therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing.

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection)—Counts are shown
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures
on 10 acres of more.

Included are housing units whlch have garbage collectlon
service available in connection with the building. The service may
be public or private and must be available without additional cost
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one com-
pany and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer
to the garbage collection service.

Rent asked—For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked
is shown separately for housmg units in which the rent includes
payment for utilities {electrlclty, gas, and water) and fuels (oil,
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown
for housing units in which the rent includes payment for utllltles
and fuels, as well as garbage collectlon service.

Public, private, or subsidized houslng—A housing unit is
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from
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the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing.
" Private housing units are further classified by whether the units
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses.
These programs include (1) the interest subsidy programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD}) for rental
and coogperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) the
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid
by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program of HUD for housing the
elderly. . :

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one-
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, sub-
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized
housing.

Household Characteristics

Household — A housshold consists of all the persons who occupy
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same
as the count of occupied housing units.

Householder—The householder is the first household member
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns
ar rents the unit, the householder is the first household member
listed who is 18 years old or.older. \n the AHS reports for 1973
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One
person in each household was designated as the head, that is
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent.
However, if a mamied woman living with her husband was
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations.

Household composition by age of houssholdar— Statistics by age
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person
households and for one-person households. Households having
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives — Each household in this
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per-
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder.

Other male householder— This category includes households
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with
them.

Other femala householder— This category includes households
with female householders who are married, but with husband
absent because of saparation or other reason where husband

and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are
households with female householder, husband present, and
nonrelatives living with them.

Households consisting of only one person are shown
separately for male householder and female householder under
the category ‘‘one-person households.””

Family or primary Individual—Housing units are occupied ‘b\ar
either families or primary individuals. The term **family’’ refers
to the householder and all (one or more) other persons living in
the same household whao are related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. if the householder lives alone or with
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a *‘primary
individual.”’ - eni

Married couples related to the houssholder of a family are in-
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families.
A lodger, servant, or other person- unrelated to the householder
is considered a member of the household but not of the family.

In the statistics on household compaosition, families are always
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person
households. Primary individuals with nonralatives living with
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person
households.

Subfamily — A subfamily is a married couple with or without
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and
related to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple
sharing the home of the hushand’s or wife's parents.

Age of householder—The age classification refers to the age
reported for the householder as of that person’s last birthday.

Persons 65 years old and over—All persons, including the
householder, who are members of the household and are 65
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years
oid and over.

Own children under 18 years old—Statistics on presence of own
children of housshaolder, are shown in this report. A child under
18 years old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single
{never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a
householder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the
total count of own children.

Other relative of householder— This category includes all persons
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption except
wife, husband, or child of householder and members of
subfamilies.

Nonrelative — A nonrelative of the householder is any person in
the household who is not related to the householder by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi-
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this
category.




APPENDIX A—Continued

App-19

Years of school completed by householder— The statistics refer
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the
highest grade complated is one less than the one in which they
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges,
universities; or professional schools, whethar day or night school,
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, “‘regular
schooling” is formal education which may advance a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni-
varsity, or professional school degres. Schooling or tutoring in
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits
Oljtained are regarded as transfarable to a school in the regular
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed
‘was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years)
in the regular United States school system. They were not
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in
the following types of schools is not counted as “‘regular
schooling’’: Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools,
and noncredit adult education classes.

Income—The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey
are based on the respondent’s reply to questions on income for
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self-
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in-
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other
money incoms. The figures represent the amount of income
received before deductions for personal income taxss, Social
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc.

In this report series, the statistics relate tothe money income
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit,
i.e., the sum of the income_of the householder and all other
members of the family 15 years old and over, or the income of
the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in the unit but
not related to the householder are not included in this sum.

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings
receivad for work performed as an smployee at any time during
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages,
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses,
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expensas)
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or
farm in which the person was self-employed.

Social Security' or railroad retirement income includes cash
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors’ benefits; disability
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of deceased
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for
Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of retire-
mant, disability, and survivors’ benefit payments mads by the
U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also

included. Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care are not included.

Income from all other sources includes money income received
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include
cash receipts received from public assistance programs,-such
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children,
and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence
by persons participating in special governmental training pro-
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpower
Development and Training Act; workmen'’s compensation cash
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans’ Administration to
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts
from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support
from persons who are not members of the household; net
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships.

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in-
come: Value of income “‘in kind,”* such as free living quarters,
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed
in the home; money received from the sale of property [unless
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such
property}; money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange
of money between relatives living in the same household; and
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritanceas, and other
types of lump-sum receipts,

The incomne statistics and the characteristics of the household
refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer
to the 12 months prior to the intervisw, and the household
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970,
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does
not include amounts received by persons who were members
of the family during al! or part of the income period if these per-
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter-
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family
during the entire income period but who were members of the
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however,
the income reported was received by persons who were
members of the family throughout the income period.

There may be significant differences in the income data
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the
Census’surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12
months prior to the interview while other income data generally
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi-
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the
various ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari-
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey proce-
dures and techniques, and processing procedures.
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