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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all hous
ing units in urbanizec.i areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (bl unincorporated places of 
2,600 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 

or unicorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC( 1 I-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1 970 
census. 

Farm-nonfann residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during 
the 1 2-month period prior to the interview or on places of less 
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview. 
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units 
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
·counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed 
parishes.· Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and 
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas !SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey (AHSI correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's 
defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, 
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1 971 as a result 
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected 
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budgetl. 

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguOus counties which contains at least one city 
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of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used 
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publication 
cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in ce.ntral cities" refer to all hous
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities, 
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers 
were instructed to read the questions directly from the ques
tionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for each sub
ject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical 
and procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully 
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problem or 
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under
standing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of 
housing losses between the 1973 report and the 1974 through 
1981and19B3reports. lnthe 1974through 1981and1983 
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but, 
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a Joss only when the 
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the 
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished 
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabulations. 

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures 
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The 
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data 
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates 
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household 
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through 
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than 
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in 
appendix B. 
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Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small 
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to 
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix 8). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time peri~d of the 
"recent mover" classification (see pa,rts D and E of this series). 
In the Annual Housing Survey, ''recent movers'' are households 
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the in
terview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume 
II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest tiriie period 
for "year moved into unit" is 1969 to March 1970 (1 % yearsl; 
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period 
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume 
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in' contrast to direct interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to 
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the 
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the non
sampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given 
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on inform~tion for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous
ing units that were the same in 1960 and. in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other meansl. The 1983 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of. 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the "year structure built" item; i.e.; housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a sam
ple of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which was 
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conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 report 
provided data on financing homeowner and rental properties, 
including· characteristics of the mortgages, prope_rties, a'nd 
owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit 
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it 
is the property. Data on mortgage in thiS report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. 
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHSI. 

There are one major difference and two minor differences, 
ho~ever, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is 
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as hous
ing units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor 
difference is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS 
requires a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct 
access or complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the 
complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct 
access required of all units. The second minor difference is that, 
in the 1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more 
persons, not related to the person in charge, were classified as 
group quarters; in th.~ 1980 census, the requirement was raised 
to nine or more persons not related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS. 
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census, 
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units. 
The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter
occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional 
differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the 
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based ori responses to two questions-the 
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highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, end whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
based on responses to a single question- the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore, 
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may tiave reported the grade 

or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last been 
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed. 
Other definitional differencs, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports- This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current Haus· 
ing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population Reports, 
and the Current Construction Reports, published by the Bureau 
of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care should 
be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey- Data on va
cancy rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Hous
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by 
inside and outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 
units (interviews obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied 
and vacant housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau 
of the Census in conjunction wtth its Current Population Survey. 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Hous
ing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and process
ing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey- The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title, "Current 
Population Reports." Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif
ference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whc:>se current pl~ce of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There a!so may be significant differences in the data on 
income and years of school completed. The time period cover
ing income data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to the date of the interview, while the time period for 
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income data in the Current Population Survey refers to the calen
dar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also signifi
cant differences in the way income questions are asked. For 
"years of school completed by householder." the differences 
cited in the section, "comparability with 1970 Census of Popula
tion data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership-The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is 
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the 
designated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. 
Data were collected on ownership, availability, and recent pur
chases of automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and 
selected major household appliances. Information on the price 
paid is obtained by recently purchased items. The data can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, 
Washington, D.C. 20233. 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are dif
ferences in the concepts and definitions between the two. For 
example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel vehicles, 
such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of such 
vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the AHS reflect the number of 
automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used by any member 
of the household, including nonrelatives. Additional differences 
may be attributed to such factors as estimation procedures, 
sampling variability, and nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general 
title, ''Current Construction Reports.'' Some of the data for the 
reports are from the Survey of Construction. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000 
permit-issuing places throughout the Untted States. The reports 
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing 
untts authorized for demolttion in permit-issuing places, new one
family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new housing, 
and value of new construction put in place. The concepts and 
definitions used in this report differ from some of those used 
in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that the 
Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics of 
housing units in various stages of construction through comple
tion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and 
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
rf?sidential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel 
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living 
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential 
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives), 
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those 
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per
sons in the structure and which have either ( 1 ) direct access 
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which 
is Lised or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit 
or by the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who 
share living arrangements (except as described in the section 
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness, 
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the 
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the 
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes, 
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars,. and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for in
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in instrtutions, boarding houses, military 
b~rracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, 9onvents, and ships. A house or apart
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person 
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person 
in charge, by six or.more unrelated persons. Information on the 
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc.-Mobile homes or 
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars" are not considered hous
ing units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for 
vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, a~d 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the.hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 7 5 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
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use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con
tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they 
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. 

lnstftutioils-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate hous
ing· units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units 
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports 
shown for "all year-round housing units" may not be comparable 
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because 
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an 
estimation· procedure w~ich adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in appendix 8.) In 197.3, "vacant-seasonal 
and migratory'' units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for 
occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the com
bined total of the independent estimates for these categories. 
Thus. the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for "vacant
seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all year-round 
housing units" adhere more closely to the independently 
derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 
through' 1981 and 1983 characteristics for "all occupied units," 
"owner occupied," and 'renter occupied" are, however, com
parable with the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion." Information was collected on vacani unrts under construc
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and docirs were 
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing unrts built 
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before 
the interview are not reflected in the rlew construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected ·from building permits; irl the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new 
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constrUCtion data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970 
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later. 

Units lost from the Inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition or disaster and through other 

means. Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses and 
of "other losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those 
in structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted 

as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in 
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In.the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data 
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when 
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of lossas: 

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for 
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983 
survey. 

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are 
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer 
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because 
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house 
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolitol'I or 
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health 
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited. 

4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential 
use. 

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such 
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units 
added in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through 
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con
tained one or more housing units. 
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Unspecified units-There are other components of changes in 
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific 
measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of 
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources 
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis
sions on the change in the total housing inventory,is not known. 

Housing units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions 
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rear
rangement in the use of space without structural alteration, such 
as locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form 
a separate housing unit. 

Housing units changed by merger- A merger is the result of com
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through struc
tural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration includes 
such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling of kit
chen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple rearrange
ment of space without structural alteration, such as unlocking 
a door which formerly separated two housing units. A change 
in use also occurs, for example, when a family occupi9s both 
floors of a house which formerly contained a separate housing 
unit on each floor. 

Housing units added through other sources-Any housing unit 
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters arid units created 
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also 
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units, 
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net 
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent 
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously 
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the 
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. ... 
Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing units-Included are all p8rsons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent, for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit .was occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear·cut 
scientific definition of biological stock. The interviewer was to 
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report the race of the householder in three categories: White, 

Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes American 
Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race 

except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately 
for White and Black householders; housing units with 
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1 
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of 

units with Blai:::k nouseholder are presented in separate tables. 

Spanish origin- The classification ''Spanish origin'' refers to the 
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed 
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on 
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their 
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those 
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American, 
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may 
be of any race. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, sur
name, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 
1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be signifi
cantly overstated in the South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1980 census the categories are_essentially the same as 
the 1983 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid 
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only 
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are 
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent 
and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to niobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living 
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor 
pay cash rent for the site. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled 
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shar0holder in the 
corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
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units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer ~o the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a hous
ing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move was 
to be reported: if the householder moved from one apartment 
to another in the sar:ne building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began·. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire 
household moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for 
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of 
householder on page App-13. 

Vacant housing unit-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior win
dows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in place. 
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or doors 
no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the unit is 
severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence (such 
as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demo
l_ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." Seasonal units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herdei-s 
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occu
pancy by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop 
season. 

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for 
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which 
is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also 
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considen:~d year-round. Year-round vacant units are sub~ivided 
as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round uni~s "for sale only" also in
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if 
the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered .either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been paid 
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the 
date of the interview, of if the unit has recently been sold but 
the new owner has not yet moved in. t~e year-~ound vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held off 
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
eslewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant year
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use 
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify 
homes reserved by their owners -as second homes. Because of 

. the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and 
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are 
classified as seasonal and vice versa·. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere)-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as_ vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered 
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at 
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If 
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be 
reported "occupied" and would be included in the count of oc
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absant. 

Other vacant-If a vacant year-round unit d?es not fall into any 
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified 
as ''other vacant.'' For example, this category includes unrts held 
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a 
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the 
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for "held for 
occasional use" or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing 
units, these categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts 
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series. 

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round; rented or sold, not occupied," "year
round, held for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" 

APPENDIX A~Continued 

may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimatiorl procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For 
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad
justed the survey counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units separately to independent cur
rent estimates. (See section on ''Estimation'' in app~ndix B.) In 
1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with several categories of year-round vacan~ies (rented 
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) 
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent 
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981 
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in
dependent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate 
. is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not ocCupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1983 rental vacancy :rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 ·excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last occupants 
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, 
therefore, do not provid_e a direct measure of the total length 
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which 
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted 
from the date construction was completed. For recently con
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con
version or merger was completed. Units occupied' entirely by 
persons with usual P,lace of residence elsewhere a're excluded 
from .the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the cover
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials 
to prevent ent,Y into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or 
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up. 
This item. was collected by interviewer observatiOn. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the 
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of 
household was used, see definition of householder on page 
App-13.) The data on persons show categories of the number 
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the 
·number of housing units. · 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to t~e place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a 
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing 
units· with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from 
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves 
or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers 
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space for storage, open porches, 
trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only by 
persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-Persons per room is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures 
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified 
ratio of persons per room. 

1 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as 
b8drooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room 
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing 
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with piped 
water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (31 a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range 
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 
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The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities 
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu
pant were to be reported. 

Year structure built-Year structure built refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added 
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the 
time of the interview. For mobile. homes and trailers, ,the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimates and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in.structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
r:_esidential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one
unit struc;ture is attached if it has one or more walls extending 
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 

Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator In structure-Statistics on elevator in structure are for 
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more 
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ''without 
elevator" in a structure of four floors or more if the structure 
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for 
freight. 

In a group of six or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and 
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in 
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peel
ing .paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. In
cluded are cracks.or holes that do not go all the way through 
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to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 
that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks 
or holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to 
go through the floor. Excluded ere very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street- Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewe( s 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect, 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a b8thtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does 
not have all three specified plumbing facilities lhot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room .with a flush toilet and bathtub 
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the 
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A 
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower 
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com
plete bathroom. 

The cagetory "also· used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilites but not in one room. 

Sources of water or water supply-A public system or private 
company refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units. 
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
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classified as an individual well. Water sources such as springs, 
creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the 
"other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A public sewer is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground tank 
or pit us~d for disposal of sewage .. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities ere called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage 
is disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone. available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with 
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number 
of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-Warm-air furnace refers to a central system 
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms. 
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling 
sYstem which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and 
a comPressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the 
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts 
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water 
refers.to a central heating system in which heat from steam or 
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers 
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s) 
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that bum 
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters 
without flue include any room he8ter (not portable) that burns 
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or 
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room 
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids. 
It al.so includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene, 
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric 
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans, 
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a win

dow or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room, 
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room. 
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A central system is a central installation which Sir conditions 
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system 
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have 
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each 
providing central Bir conditioning for a group of apartments. A 
Central installation with individual room controls is a central air
conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-Utility gas is gas piped through underground 
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. 
Bottled, tank, or LP gas is stored in tanks which are refilled or 
exchanged when empty. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Other fuel in
cludes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made of pitch 
and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, mobile homes and trailers are excluded from the 
value tabulations. 

Value-Income ratio-The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the VE?lue of the housing unit by the total money income 
of the family .or primary individual. The data are presented for 
the same owiier-occupied units for wh!c;::h value was tabulated 
(see ''Value'' for ·exclusions). The ratio was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting 
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class 
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were. used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of 
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean 
of $325,000 w~s assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For 
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net 
loss comprise the category ''not computed.'' 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing urlits, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the.time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant ~or sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can u~e it for parking even if it 
is currently u~ed as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment .or furniture. It may be attached to the hOuse or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. 
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Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to 
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business 
purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason 
cannot be used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or 'dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arreingements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgag~ an~ c9~tr~~s 

. to purchase, land. contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category 
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays 
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit bu! leases, 
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Installment loan or contract- The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile 
homes alid ~railers where payments are being made towards their 
purchase comprise the category, "with installment loan or 
contract." 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to_ owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if 
they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes 'last year-The data are restricted to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes 

·payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It 
includes State· and local real estate taxes. Not included are 
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real 
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount 
for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing units 
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation 
of the mean. 
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Property Insurance-This refers to_ fire and hazard insurance; that 
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss 

due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types 
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in

surance was included as part of the mortgcige payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected 
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as 

· percentage of income. The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 

property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied 
cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs- The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 
1 O acres having no commercial establishment or medical or den
tal office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 

· and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distribu

tions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for 
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install
ment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the 
monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment loan 
or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile home 

or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities 
(electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report 
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did 
not report their real estate taxes are included in the "not 
reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers, 

households that had an installment loan or contract but did not 
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included 

in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income- The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the _ 
family or primary individual. The percentge is presented for the 

. same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly hous
ing costs" were tabulated (for exclusions, see "selected 
monthly housing costs"). The percentage was computed 

separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth 
of a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 

prima.rv individuals who reported no income or a net loss com
prise. the category ''not computed.'' 

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage 

or similar deb~ and/or real estate taxes were included in the "not 
reported'' category. 

· Purchase price of mobRe home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
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· purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquir8d as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year 
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home 

or trailer was manufactured. ''Acquired'' includes purchase as 
well as other forms of taking possission such as inheritance, gift, 
trade, and foreclosure. 

I 

MobDe home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new 

means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home 
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

' Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 

10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied withOut pay
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rant-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.I 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for'..by someone 

else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, Or contracted 
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or serviCes that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to elimin8te differen
tials which result fro.m varying methods of including utilities and 
fuel as part of the ·rental payment. The estimated c~sts of water 
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they a·re converted 

to monthly figures in the computation process. 
The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 

or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations . 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent 
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 1 21 is expres~ed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
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The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units 
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross 

rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain 
renter-occupied housing ·units. The precentage is computed 
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole 
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are 
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid 

and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report 

no income or a net loss comprise the category ''not computed.'' 
The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 

date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as p~rcentage of income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
·percentage of income" except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsub
sidized units in this report are not based on government or local 
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a re
spondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsub
sidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection and furniture)-Counts are. 
shown separately for housing units in which garbage collection 
and furniture are included in the rent. !he data are restricted to 
renter-occupied units for which cash rent is paid and exclude 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or m~re. 

Garbage collection- Included are housing units which have gar
bage collection service available in connection with the building. 
The service may be public or private and must be available 
without additional cost to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) 
is collected by one company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) 
by another, the data refer to the garbage coll1_3ction service. In 
tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C, separate counts are also shown 
for renter-occupied units reporting additional amounts paid for 
garbage collection service. 

·Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or houSe's 
in which the manageinent supplied major pieces of furniture such 
as a bed, sofa, cheSt of drawers, and table and chairs for the 
use of the occupant. Refrige~ator, cooking range or stove, lamps,' 
and rugs are not considered furniture. Housing units in which 
the occupants rent furniture from some source other than the 
management are not classified as furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount 
asked for the unit at the time of the ·int0·rview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for wh8n the u·nit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent 
asked is shown separately for housing units in which the r8nt 
includes payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and 
fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent aSked is also 
shown for housing units in which the rent includes payment for 
utilities and fuels, as well as garbage collection service. 

Public, pri~ate. or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure 
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in which the unit is located is owned by a local hous
ing authority or other public agency, such as a housing and 
redevelopment authority or a housing development agency; and 
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive 
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local 
agency owns the property. All other housing units are classified 
as private housing. 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the units 
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because 
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the 
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses. 
These programs include 11) the interest subsidy programs of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for rental 
and cooperative housin'g for moderate-income families,· (2) the 

rent supPle~ent program where part of the rent for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental housing 
projects is'paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program of HUD 
for housing the elderly. 

The st~tistics on public Or s.ubsidiz0d housing exclude one
unit structures on, 10 acres or more and rental units oc;:cupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 
based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability ~f a respondent to properly classify the u~it 
as public or private and, if private; as subsidized or nonsubsidi.~ed 
housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same 
as the Count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old and over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the firs.1: hOusehold member 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for. 19_73 
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One 
person in each household was designated as th~ head, that is 
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent. 
HoweVer, if a married woman li~ing with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was"considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulatiof!s. 

Household composition by aile of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented sepSrately for two-or-mOre-person 
households and for Of'!e-person households. Households having 
two or more pe~sons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives- Each household in this 
group consists of the householder· and. spouse, and other per
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other ma_le 'householder- This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife 
maintain separate residences; and male householders who ~re· 
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widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with 
male householder, wife present and non relatives living with 
them. 

Other female householder- This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with female householder, husband present, and 
nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male housholder and female householder under 
the category ''one-person households.'' 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either families or primary individuals. The term "family" refers 
to the householder and all (one or more) other persons living in 
the same household who are related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a ''primary 
individual.·~ 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families. 
A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the householder 
is considered a member of the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are always 
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person 
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with 
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary 
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person 
households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children or one parent with one or more own single (never mar
ried) children under 18 years old, living in a household and related 
to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The most com
mon example of a subfamily is a young married couple sharing 
the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the 
householder, who are members of the household and are 65 
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years 
old and over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of own children of 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single (never mar
ried) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a householder. 
Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the total count 
of own children. 

Other relatives of householder-This category includes all per
sons related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption 
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except wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
catgegory. 

Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may advance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni
versity, or professional school degree. Schooling or, tutoring in 
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the following types of schools is not counted as "regular school
ing": Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and 
noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary .income, net self
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the ~tatistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the family and 
all other members of the family 15 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in 
the unit but not related ~o the householder are not included in 
this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-empl.oyed. 
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Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; disability 
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 

deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also 
included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received frOm sources such as periodic payments from estates 
and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 
from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which in
clude cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to 
survivors of deceased veter,ans; public or private pensions; 
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony 
or child support from persons who are not members of the 
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and 
fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in
come: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
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the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 
exchange of money between ~elatives living in the same 
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, 
inheritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer 
to the 1 2 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, in
come data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members 
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was rec;:eived by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for 
income data in the Annual tiousing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. 
Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to 
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling 
variability and nonsampling er~ors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey pro
cedures and techniques, and processing procedures. 



Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of 
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983 

AREA CLASSIRCATIONS •.•....• 

Urban end rural residence •••.•.. 

Ferm-nonfann residence ...•.••• 

Counties ••••••••••......... 

Standard metropolitan ltatistlcal 
areas ...•.........•.....•• 

OERNmONS ANO EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General •••••..••••••..••••• 

ComparabUJty with 1973 
through 1981 Annual 
Housing Surveys •••.••••••• 

Comparablllty with 1970 
Census of Housing data 

ComparabUlty with 1980 
Census of Housing data 

ComparabUlty with 1970 
and 1980 Cen~Ha of 
Population data ........... . 

Comparablllty with other 
current reports . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Living Quarters ...•.•...•••••• 

Housing unit .....•••...•.. 

Group quarters ............ . 

MobUe homes. hotels, 
rooming houses. etc ....... . 

Institutions .•••••..•••••••• 

Year-round housing units ..... . 

Changes In the Housing 
Inventory .•.......••••..•.. 

Unite added by new 
construction . . • • • • • . . . • . • • 

Units lost from the 
Inventory .••••••....••.•• 

Unit• tost through demolltlon 
or dluster . . . . . . • . • • • • • • • 

Units lost through other 
means •••••.....••••••.. 

Unspecified units • . . . . . . . . . . 

Occupancy and Vacancy 
Characterlstlca •••••...•••••. 

Population In housing units . . . . 

Occupied housing units •.••.•• 

Race.; ••••..•••.......... 

Spanish origin ..•.•....••••• 

Tenure ••..••••••.....•••. 

Sita tenure .•••••.......•.. 

Previous occupancy .•••••••. 

Cooperatlvas and condominiums 

Duration of occupancy ...... . 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-3 
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App-4 

App-4 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-8 

App-6 

Ap~7 
App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 
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Year householder moved Into 
unit ........•••••••••••. 

Recent movara ••••••..•.••• 

Present and previous untta of 
recent movers • • • • • . . • • • • • • 

Same or different houae-
hokler .................. . 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence • • • . . • . • • 

Main reason for move Into 
present residence or 
nelghborhood ••.•••••••••• 

Homeownership ..•••••••••• 

Owner or manager on property . 

Vacant houstng unh ••••••••• 

Vacancy status ............ . 

Homeowner vacancy rate .... . 

Rental vacancy rate ........ . 
Duration of vacancy ........ . 

Housing unit boarded up •••.•• 

Utlllza11on Charactorlatlco ...... . 
Persons .......•••••••.•.. 

Rooms ....•......•....•.• 

Persons per room .......... . 
Bedrooms •.••.•..••••.••••• 

Structural Characterlstlcl . • . . • . • 

Conventlonal housing untta •••. 

Complete kitchen facllltlea ...•• 

Basement ..••............. 

Year structure bunt . . . . . • . . . . 

Unite In structure . • • • • • • • • • • 

Elevator In IJtructure • • • • • • • • • 

In a group of six or more 
mobile homaa ............• 

Roof ..........•••.•••••.. 

Interior walls and celllnga ••••• 

Interior floors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Boarded-up bulldlngs on 
same street .............. . 

Overall opinion of structure •... 

Common stairways •••••••••. 

Light fixture• In pubUc halJa • • • . 

Electric wiring . . • • •. • . . . . • . . . 

Electric wall outleta ...••••••• 

Electric fuses and circuit 
breakers ••••••..••••••••• 

Plumbing Characteristics • • • • • • • 

Plumbing facUltlea • • • • • • • . • • . 
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App-8 
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·11pp-9 
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App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 
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App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 
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Complete bathrooms ....•.•.. 

Source of water or water 
supply ...••••••......... 

AvallabDlty of piped water ••••• 

Sewage disposal •....•.•..•• 
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Year1 of school completed by 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing makes up all hous
ing units in u·rbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside urbanized areas~ More specifically, urban hous
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
.York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unincorporated, included in_ urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute· rural.housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition app~ars in 
the 1970 Population Census PC(1)-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housirig units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural 
units on farrns, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $ 50 or more during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less 
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$250 or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview. 
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units 
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed 
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
~s census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur
po~es by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and 
ar.e treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropo&tan statistical araas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey (AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's 

defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington,. D.C. 20402. After :1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, 
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 'as a result 
of the 1970 census. Changes in. SMSA definition ·criteria, 
boundaries, a~d trtles made after February 1971 are n<?t reflected 
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by th~ Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a .county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at lea~t one city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun- · 
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns 'and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria ·~~ed 
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publication 
cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, fjgures for "in central city" refer t~ all hous
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities, 
the figures include some housing units in parts. of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers 
were instructed to read the questions directly from the Question·· 
naire. The definitions and explanations given tor each subject 
are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and 
procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully 
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or 
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been 
added to t~is portion of the text to assist the user in under
standing the statistics. 

Comparablllty with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How· 
ever·; there are significant differences in the measurement of 
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 
~eports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but 
in 1973, a housing unit. was counted as a loss only when the 
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the 
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished 
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published end unpublished tabulations. 

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures 
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The 
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data 
in the 1 S83 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates 
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household 
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through 
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen· 
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than 
the 1980-based estimates .. A detailed explanation appears in 
appendix B. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small 
sample size, particular care should be taken in makirig year to 
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix 8). 

ComparabUlty with 1970 Census of Housing data- The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of the 
"recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this series). 
In the Annual Housing Survey, ''recent movers'' are households 
that moved into their unit du~ing the 12 months prior to the inter
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume 
II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period 
for "year moved into unit" is 1969 to March.1970 (1 ~ yearsl; 
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period 
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume 
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif· 
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumera~ion in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to 
a smaller 8xtent, the sampling variability assoCiated with the 
sample data from the c.ensus; the nonsampling errors as~ociated 
with the Annual Housirlg Survey estimates; and the nonsampling 
errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses ere given· 
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970 
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Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, end hous
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com· 
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components.of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the ''year structure built'' item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction.'' 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and 
owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit 
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it 
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
Verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. 
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data- Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS). 

There are one major difference and two minor differences, 
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is 
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing 
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ· 
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires 
a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct access or 
complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete 
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re
quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the 
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons, 
not related to the person in charge, were classified as group 
quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine 
or more persons not related. to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS. 
These units were not identified separat.ely in the 1980 census, 
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units. 
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter
occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional 
diffe,rences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
AHS; differences in processing procedures; th~ estimation pro
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the 
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions-the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
based on respor:Jses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school comple~ed by the householder. Therefore, 
the 1 983 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last been 
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed. 
Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Cerysus Bureau reports, such as ~he Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care 
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing 
Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey- Data on vacancy 
rates an~ characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas: This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 units (inter
views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant 
housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data 
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports, 
Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ
ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability, 
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nonsampling errors, survey techniQues, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey.,the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title, "Current 
Population Reports." Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics~ mobility of the population, and income. 

· Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif
ference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 moriths 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the dati;t on income 
and years of school completed. The time period covering income 
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data 
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior 
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences 
in the way income questions are asked. For "years of school 
completed by householder," the differences cited in the section, -
"Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of ConStruction
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general 
title, "Current Construction Reports." The data for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Construction. 

The Su.Vey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000 
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports 
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing 
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing place&, new one
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous
ing, and value of new construction put in place. Th8 concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that 
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics 
of housing units in various stages of construction through com
pletion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and 
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may ba attributed to factors such as the 
sampling ".'ariability and nonsampling errors .of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 
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' Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel 
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living 

qu~rters may also be In structures intended for nonresidential 
use (e.g., the rooms In a warehouse where a watchman lives), 
as well.as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing unh-A housing unit Is a house, an apartment, a group 

of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
es separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those 
In which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per
sons in the structure and which have either ( 1 I direct access 
from the outside of the building or through e common hall which 
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit 
or by the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who 
share living arrangements (except as described in the section 
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness, 

direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the 
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the 
previous occupants. Both OCfcupied and vacant housing units are 

included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes, 
trailers, tents, caves, boats, -railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for in
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military 
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person 
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the 
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Mobile homes. hotels, rooming houses, etc. -Mobile homes or 
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing 
units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar pl.aces are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 

in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
end eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remajning quarters are combined. If the combine~ quarters con-
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ta in four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they 

are classified as one housing unit; If the combined quarters con
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or person 
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory 
staff and other employees are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con
sidered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel ere separate 
housing units If they satisfy the housing unit criteria, Other living 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units 
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labOr ere excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes ell vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through '1981 and 1983 reports 
shown for "ell year-round housing units" may not be comparable 
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because 
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an 
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 

units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal 

and rTiigratory'' units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total 
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 

1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing units end for "all year-round housing units" 
adhere more closely to the independently derived current 
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and 
1983 characteristics for "all occupied units," "owner oc
cupied," and "renter occupied" are, however, c.omparable with 
the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion.'' Information was collected on vacant units under construc
tion at the time .of the interview only if construction had pro
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were 
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built 
during this period but remoyed from the housing inventory before 

the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey. date 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new 
construction date were obtained from tabulations of the 1 970 
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later. 
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Units lost from the Inventory- Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition, disaster, or other means. 
Separate counts of ''demolition or disaster'' losses and of ''other 
losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 through 
·1981 and 1983 surveys cover ell losses, including those in struc
tures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted 
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in 
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data 
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means.'' 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when 
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for 
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983 
survey. 

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are 
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer 
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because 
there is positive evidence (sign, nOtice, mark on the house 
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or 
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health 

·or safety so that further occupany is prohibited. 
4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential 

use. 
5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such 

moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units 
added in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through 
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 surveys, ,the data on losses refer to all housing 
1nit losses including losses of uriits in structures which still con

tained one or more housing units. 

lns~clfled units-There are other components of change in 
.he housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific 
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measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of 
conversions and m·~rgers and units added from other sources 
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known. 

Housing units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions 
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rearrange
ment in the use of space without structural alteration, such as 
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form a 
separate housing unit. 

Housing units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling 
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple 
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such aS 
unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing units. 
A change in use also occurs, for example, when a family 
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a 
separate housing unit on each floor. 

Housing units added through other sources-Any housing unit 
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through ot~er 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and un~s create~ 
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also 
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units, 
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net 
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent 
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously 
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the 
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population in housing y:nlta-lncluded are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A. housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent, for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occt.ipied entirely 
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit 
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied 
housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race- The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to 
report the race of the householder in three categories: W.hite, 
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes American 
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Indian, Chinese, ESkimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race 
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately 
for White and Black householders; housing units with 
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1 
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of 
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 

Spanish origin- The classification "Spanish origin" refers to the 
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed 
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on 
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their 
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those 
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American, 
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may 
be of any race. 

Care should be exercised in the int8rpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey. the 1970 census, 1980 cen
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1983 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid 
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only 
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are 
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent 
and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living 
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor 
pay cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy- The classification of previous occupancy 
is divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied.'' ''Previously occupied'' indicates that 
some person or persons, not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to 
the householder's or other related household member's occu
pancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
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houSeholder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first 
occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled 
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the 
corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own en apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative Or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses,. 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on ''duration of occupancy'' are 
based on information for the householder; the data refer to the 
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the householder lived in the housing unit "less than 3 
months" or "3 months or longer." A householder who "lived 
here last winter," must ~ave moved into the unit prior to the 
previous February. 

Year householder moved Into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire 
household moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for 
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of 
householder on page App-18. 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter
view are termed "reCent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported for 
the householder. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The present unit 
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover householder 
at the time of the interview. The previous unit is the housing 
unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the 
householder last moved. 



App-8 

Same or different householder-Characteristics of the pre;ent 
and previous units occupied by recent movers ere largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit is 
the same person as the householder in the previous unit lldentl
fiad in the tables as "same householder") is considered essen
tially the same even though there may have been some changes 
in the composition of the household. Conversely, a household 
in which there was no change except for a new householder was 
considered a household with "different householder." 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States ere tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence-The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the 
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
into the present unit. The category "job related reasons" refers 
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new 
job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job rel8ied reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to 
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change 
in racial or ethnic compositiOn of neighborhood, wanted better 
neighborhood, wanted more expensive place or better invest
ment, lower rent or less expensive house, wanted better house, 
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other 
public activity, displaced by private. action, ·wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and 
occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category ''other reasons'' includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 

Main reason for move Into present residence or nalghborhood
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica
tion categories refer to the priricipal reas~n the householder 
moved into the present unit. The category ''job related reasons'' 
refers to job transfer. to look for work, to take a new job, entered 
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school 
attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status"·refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be cl.oser to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schoole. 
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The category "housing needs" refers tO r&esons suet• as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more ex
pensive piece or better investment, residence with more con
veniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing 
needs. 

The category ''other·reasons'' includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move Into present neighborhood 
which do not fell into any of the above classifications. 

Homeownership-Data are shown for householders who, during 
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample 
housing unit. These date are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property-These statistics are based on 
the nu~ber of housing units in structures of two or more units 
with the owner, resident manager, or su.perintendent living on 
the property. The category ''with owner on property'' refers to 
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin
tendent. ''With resident manager or superintendent on property'' 
refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or other 
representative· of the owner. 

Vacant housing unit-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied ere classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors ere in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office; 
or quarters used for storing business supplies or· inventory, 
machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." Seasonal units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy 
by migratory labor employed Jn farm work during the crop 
season. 

Year-round vacant housing units ere available or intended for 
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit In a resort area which 
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year
roun~. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also 
considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided 
as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round uryits ''for sale only'' also in
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if 
the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been paid 
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the 
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but 
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off 
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant year
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use 
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify 
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and 
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are 
classified as seasonal and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere}-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residerlce is held for the household and is not offered 
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at 
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If 
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be 
reported "occupied" and would be included in the count of oc
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant- If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any 
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified 
as "other vacant." For example, this category includes units held 
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a 
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the 
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for "held for 
occasional use" or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing 
units, these categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, couryts 
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series. 

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round, rented or sold, not occupied," "year-
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rourld, held for occasional use," 8nd "year-round, other vacant" 

may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
th~ 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used inthe 1974through 1981and1983tabulations. For 
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad
justed.the survey counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units separately to independent cur
rent estimates. (See section on ''Estimation'' in appendix 8.) In 
1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units ~ere com
bined with seVeral categories of year-round vacancies ~rented 
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) 
and were adjUsted to the combined total of the independent 
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981 
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in
dependent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the ·number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rSte for 19~0 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate- The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for r&nt or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate. for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last occupants 
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, · 
therefore, do not PrOv:ide a direct me!isur8 of the total length 
of time units remain vacant. For newly co':lstructed units which 
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted 
from the date construction was completed. For recently con
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by 
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded 
from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up- Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. ''Boar~ed up'' refers to the cover
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials 
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or 
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up. 
This item was collec~ed by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the 
householder but also ~ny lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the householder. (Pi'ior to 1980, head of 
household was used, see ~efinition of householder on page 
App-18.) The data on persons show categories qf the number 
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This r8fers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a 
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 

rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that ere 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from 
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves 
or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers 
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons. not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from Which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-Persons per room is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by·dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by: the number of rooms in the unit .. Therefore, the figures 
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified 
ratio of persons per room. 

1 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, Such as guest 
rooms, even through used infn;tquently, are counted as 
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room 
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing 
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units 
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass.through a bedroom 
to get to another room, sue~ a~ a den, and/or _to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units 
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath 
in which the half bath lacks 8 flush toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete ldtdw1 facllltlea-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the follow!ng for the exclusive 
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use of the occupants of the unit: 11) An installed sink with piped 
water, (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range 
or cookstove. An iCebox is not included as a mechanical 
re1rigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing uni~, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classifiBd, by de'ti~itio~. for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities 
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu
pant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number 
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per
sons can walk upright under all or_ part of the building. 

Basements in structures with occupied units are further 
classified by signs of water leakage. The category "with signs 
of water leakage'' consists of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having le~ked in from the outside, even if the signs 
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. "No 
signs of water leakage" means that the basement shows no 
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are 
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing. 
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected, 
the unit was classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Year structure bulh-Year structure built refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added 
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the 
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimates and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. 

Unhs In structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one· 
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending 
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 
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Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer,.it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, ' . only a porch or shed has been added, It is still counted as a mobile 

home or-trailer. 

Elevator 'in structure-Statistics on elevator in structure are for 
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more 
which have a passenger. elevator-. Units are classified as "without 

elevator" in a structure of four floors or more if the structure 
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for 
freight. 

In a group of six or more mobile homes-Mobile homes end 
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in 
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those 
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from 
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of 
water leakage" means that the roof shows· no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof ~hows signs 
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside th'e structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was 
classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or.holes and broken plaster or peeling 
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included 
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the 
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to 
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings &re classified as boarded up if 
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect: 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar mater_ial to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of the house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the struC:ture 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

App-11 

Common stcirways- The statistics on common stairways are 
presented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail
ings. Common stairways are stairway& which are usually used 
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures In public halls-These statistics are presented for 
housing units in structures Of two-or-more unrts wrth public halls 
which have light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures 
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling 
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public 
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unrt 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring .if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A hou~ing unit is classified as having elec
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working elec
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working 
e~ectric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room does not have 
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall 
outlet is not considered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuses ·and circuit breakers-These statistics are 
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to 
households whose householder has been at the present address 
for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown 
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the temporary loss of 
electricity until, the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset. 
Blo-vyn fuses inside certain appliances or equipment (such as 
some large air conditioners) are counted as "blown fuses or 
tripped breaker switches." · 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities"- The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold. ~iped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does 
not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
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or.that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub 
or. shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the 
Structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A 
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a ba-thtub or shower 
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com
plete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathioom facilities which are also fOr the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" ·Consists of units with no bathroom 
·facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilites but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supplY-A public system or private 
company refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water m~y be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units. 
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes 
are included in the "other" category. 

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure, 
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns 
or failures in the water supply. 
· The water may be available from sources such as a sink, 

·washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as 
having "no piped water inside structure" if the unit has no piped 
water or if the only piped wate~ available is outside the struc
ture; for example, on an open porch or .in another building. Data 
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the . 
housing unit was completely without running water from its 
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely 
without running water if ( 1) the water system serving the unit 
·supplied no water at all, (2) no water was available in the unit 
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc
ture, or (3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the 
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in the 
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If the faucet in 
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working, 
the unit was not classified as being completely without water. 

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply 
are also classified according to the number of br&akdowns or 
failures and to the most common source of the problem. ''Prob
lems Inside the building" refer to such problems as broken pipes 
in' the housing unit (or building) or turning the water off in the 
housing unit (or building} for maintenance and repairs. 
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"Problems outside the building" refer to such problems as 
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or sh.utdowns by 
the water company for maintenance and rep.airs. 

Availability of piped water-Units with no piped water in the 
building are classified by whether piped water is available within 
a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal-A public sewer is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank 

. or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the "other"category. 

The d~ta on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage 
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage 
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The 
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded 
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or 

cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least 90 days prior 
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Flush toilet-The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush 
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities 
with only one flush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one 

·complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The 
flush toilet may be oompletely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped. up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the flush toilet, 
or some other reason. 

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are 
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the 
most common source· of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes 
in the unit lor building), a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty 
flushing mechanism. ''Problems outside the building'' refer to 
such breakdowns or failures as breaks in the main water or sewer 
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or 
repairs. 

·Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services 

Te~ephone available-A taousing unit is classified es having a 
telephone If there Is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for .receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside .the housing unit, and one telephone m9y serve the 
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occupants of several units. The number of housing units with 
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate !he number 
of ~elephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment- Warm-air furnace refers to a central system 
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms. 
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling 
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and 
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the 

summer. Only heat.pumps that are centrally installed with ducts 
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water 
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or 
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil

ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers 
warm air to the room ~ight above the furnace or to the roomls) 
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn 
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters 
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns 
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or 

chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room 
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids. 
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene, 

gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric 
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units frOm which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are 
shown for housing units occupied by the householder during the 
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the householder must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 1983. 

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used 
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be 
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or 
downed power lines. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the householder.occupied the Unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify es having lived here 

"last winter" the householder must have moved into the unit 
prior to February 1983. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units 
with closed rooms. The term ''specified heating equipment,., in
cludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in 

electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters 
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with 

"specified heating equipment" which had to use additional 
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system 
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because the regular system did not provide enough heat. Addi' 
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or 

portable heaters, may have been used only in. the mornings or 
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot 

water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat. 
~·Rooms lacking specified heat source'' include rooms lacking 

hot air ~ucts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The interat 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with 
''specified heating equipment'' which did not contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con
sidered to be a room for this item. 

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed 
because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have 
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous 
winter, and the unit must have "heating equipment." For tt:ais 
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
w'1ich were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified h_eating equip
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item 
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types 
of heating equipment caused diScomfort to the occupants of the 

unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans, 

blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an indiv_idual air conditioner which is installed in a window 
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool on~ room, 
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room. 
A central system is a central installation which air conditions 

the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system 
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have 
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each 

providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A 
central installation with individual room controls is a central air
conditioning system. 

House heatlng fuel-Utility gas is gas piped through underground 
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. Bottled, 
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil 

normally supplied by truck to a storage tan~ for use by the 
heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasoline, 
alcohol, end other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup
plied by means of above ot underground electric power lines. 
Coal or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered 
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood·or wood 
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy 
available from sunlight as a heating fuel source. 

Services end Neighborhood Conditions 

Extermination service - The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address for 

at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in

clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con·
tainers. Regular extermination service refers to periodic visits 

by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and 
sprays to control cir kill pests and rodents. The regular service· 
intervai" may be once a month, four times a year, or any other 
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by 

an exterminator who is called only when needed by the 
household or building manager, or where it is known that a 
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in 
a house or building that has not been serviced during the 1 2 
months prior to the interview and where it is not known if there 
is any extermination service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presanted are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex
cellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services- The 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's opinion and 
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect th~ actual 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor about 1he· 
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may feel 
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
inadequate while a neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wfsh to move-Data on neighborhood conditions are based on 
the respondent's answers to a three-part question concerning 
specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked ( 1 I 
if the condition was present, (2) if the condition was bothersome, 
and (3) if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent 
would like to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by children 
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any 
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise. 

2. Streets need repair- The data are based on the respondent's 
opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are con
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used 
for water or sewage drainage. 

3. Crime-This category refers to all forms of street and 
neighborhood crime such as petty theft; assaults against the 
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the 
respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such 
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty 
lots, or on properties on the street which the respondent con
siders as litter. 

5. Abandoned buildings-This category refers to both single and 
multiunit buildings· w_hich the respondent reported to be 
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re
mains of previous buildings. 
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6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to commer
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both large and 
small iridustries as well as businesses and stores, that the 
respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion con
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
~earby industries, factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services -Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions con
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recrea
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were covered by 
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked ( 1) if 
a panicular neighborhood service was satisfactory and (2) if the 
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like 
to move from the neighborhood. 

1. POiice protection-This category refers to th.a respondent's 
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response 
time of services that should be provided by the police. 

2. Outdoor r8creation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or 
swimming pools-This c~tegory refers to the respondent's 
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities. 

3. Hospitals and health clinics- This category refers to the 
quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving the local 
community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public 
transponation: ( 1 I if service is available, (2) if service is satisfac
tory, and (3) if any member of the household used the service 
at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with ne:,ighborhood 
shopping such ~s grocery stores and drug stores, and whether 
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part questiori on public 
elementary schools: ( 1) if children within the household attended 
public elementary school or private elementary school, (2) if the 
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (3) if the public 
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood ac
cording tO conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
·to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
propeny (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 

· statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied ccoperatives, 
condominiums, and.mobile homes and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 
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Value-lnComa ratio- The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing:the value of the housing unit by the total money incOme 
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated 
(see ''Value'' for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately 

for each !Jnit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting 
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class 
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of 
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean 
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For 
income, the doll8r amounts were used. Units occupi&d by 
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net 
loss make up the category "not computed." 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Salas price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price ai which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 1 b acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental off~ce on the property. 

Garage or carport on property- The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be used 
for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
st~uctures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on .the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortga{le are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category 
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays 
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases, 
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 
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Major source of ~own payment-This item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing 
other than mortgage on property, gift; land on which structure 
was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract- The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile 
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their 
purchase make up the category, "with installment loan or 
contract." 

Mortgage Insurance-The data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner
occupied cooperatives, condominiums •. and mobile homes and 
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage inSurance is financial protection provided to the 
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage 
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection 
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent, 
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal 
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee 
mortgage~ include the Federal Housing Administration (FHA), 
the Veterans' Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home 
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or 
guarante8d by FHA, VA, or the Farmers Home Administration 
are referred to a·s "conventional" mortgages. Mortgage debts 
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are 
not included in the category "insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers 
Home Administration.'' 

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes. 
The Veterans' Administration guarantees or insures loans under 
the Serviceman's Readjustment Act (G.I. Bill). The Farmers Home 
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, blJ1 con
fines its assistance to rural areas. 

Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro
tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans. 
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower 
pays an insurance premium as part.of the monthly mortgage pay
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable 
from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included 
in the category "not insured or insured by private mortgage 
insurance." 

Monthly mortgage payment- The data are limited to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
prop~rty. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if 
they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 
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Real·estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres· having no 
Commercial establishment or -medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year'' refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes 
payable on the entire property durin9 the last billing period. It 
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not includ!3d are 
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessments, facilities,•or services. When the real 
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount 
for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $ 1 ,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing units 
for which no taxes ere paid are excluded from the computation 
of the mean. 

Property Insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that 
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss 
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in
surance has fire and hazard insur8nce together with other types 
Of homeowner protection· such as liability. If the cost of the in
Surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported Was the amount Paid for an 
entire 1 ~-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance is. shown only as a component Of selected 
r:nonthly housing costs and selected monthly h~using e:osts as 
percentage of income. The dat~ are presented separately for 
~~ner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or .dental officfl on the 
property and for owner-Occupied mObile hom~s an~ trailers on 
less than 10 acres. That data eXclude owner-occupied 
c;:ooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing coats-The ·data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, one,-unit structures on less than 
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 1 o· acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cooperative arid·condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected nlonthly housing costs is 
the monthly sum of payments. for the mortgage; or installment 
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile 
home or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, 
utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal);fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report 
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did 
not r8port their real estate taxes are included in t~8 "not 
reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers, 
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not 
~eport t_heir loan payment and/or their taxes are also included 
in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly housing coats as percentage of Income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 1 2) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which selected monthly housing 
costs were tabulated (for exclusions, see "selected monthly 
housing costs''). The percentage was computed separately fOr 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent. 
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the dollar 

: amounts were used. Units occupied by families or primary indi
viduals who reported no income or a net loss ni&ke up the 
category ·~not, computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage 
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the "not 
reported" category. 

Alterati.ona and rapalra during the last 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to Owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office 

on the property. 
The data are presented according to whether the alterations 

and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. Th~ total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. HoW8ver, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials wa·s obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was ~ver $250, 
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs 
bY themselves cost $ 2 50 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above. or 
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed space 
within the hOuse; for example, a bedroom or basement added 
onto a house. It may also be construction of other ·buildings on 
the property. The building, such as a garage, may not .necessarily 
be attached. 

Alterations - These are permanent changes madB either to the 
inside or outside of a structure including the' surrounding grounds. 
AlterEitions inside the structure· include any type of remodelirig 
resulting in permanent modification of space; for exS'mple. con
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve coni
plately remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or 
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas 
·by a permanent room divider. It may also include attached equip
ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e .. built-in 
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting 

·trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements - This refers to the complete substitution of a new 
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an 
old item that was previ~usly there; for ·example, a n~w g~s fur
nace or central air·conditioning system for one the~ no longer 
functioned properly. Excluded are Elppliances such as clothes 
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 
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Repairs- This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equipment; 
for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water 
pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such as a furnace 
valve. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year 
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home 
or trailer was manufactured. ''Acquired'' includes purchase as 
well as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance, 
gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home ecqulred new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile hofnes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new 
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home 
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted .for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent· data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed ''gross rent,'' is the con
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utiHties 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items are paid for by the renter {or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and 
fuels as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water 
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted 
to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent In nonsubsldlzed housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units repOrted in public hous
ing projects, unlts with Federal, State, or local government rent 
subsidies, as well as one-unit ~truc;tures on 10 acres or ·more. 
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In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Groas rent aa percentage of Income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthl.y gross rent multiplied by 121 is expressed as a per,
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied unit~ 
for which gross rent iS tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross 
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain 
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed 
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole 
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are 
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid 
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report 
no income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1 969. 

Groas rent In nonaubaldlzed housing as percentage of Income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent a,s 
percentage of income" except that rent and income for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized 
units in this report are not based on government, or local records; 
they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

lncluslon In rent lgarbage collectlon)-Counts are shown 
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is 
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied 
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures 
on 10 acres or more. 

Included are housing units which have garbage collection 
service available in connection with the building. The service may 
·be public or private and must be available without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one com
pany and the trash !paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer 
to the garbage collection service. 

Rent asked-For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount 
asked for the unit at the t~me of the interview and may differ 
from the r8nt contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excludiilg 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown 
for housing units in VJ"hich the rent includes payment for utilities 
and fuels, as well as garbage collection service. 

Public, private. or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
auth_ority or a housing development .agency, and operated as 
public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies fro":' 



App-18 

the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as private houSing. 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the units 
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because 

a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the 
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses. 
These programs include ( 1 I the interest subsidy programs of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for rental 
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) t~e 
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income 

families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid 
by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program of HUD for housing the 
elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, sub
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly cl~ssify the unit 
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same 
as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
:18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
.or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973 
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One 
person in each household was designated as the head, that is 
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent. 
However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person households. Households having 
~wo or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives- Each household in this 
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder- This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason where·husband and wife 
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are 
widowe~, divorced, or single. Also included ·are households with 
male householder, wife. present and nonrelatives living with 
them. 

Other female householder- This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
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and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders 

who are widowed,· divorced, or single. Also inCIUded are 
households: with female householder. husband pr~sent, and 
no.nrelatives living with them.· 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
~eparately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-pers~n households." 

Family o.r prirOa,Y lndlvldu&l-Housing units are occupied by 
either fa"1ilies or primary individuals. The term "family" refers 
to the householdOr and all (one or more) other persons living in 
the same household who are related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or· adc;>ption. If the householder lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a "primary 
individual.·~ 

· Married couples related to the householder of a family are in
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families. 
A lodger, se~ant, or oth8r pe~son unrelated to the householder 
is considered a member of the household but not of the family. 

..In the statistics on household composition, families 'are always 
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person 
households. Primary individuals with nonreletives living with 
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary 
individuals living Slone are always tabulated as one-person 
households. 

Subfamlly-:-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
i::hildreii, or .one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under· 18 years old, living in a household and 
.relate~·tO,-but not including, the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple 
sharing the home of .the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
repor:ted for the household8r as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the 
householder, who are members of the household and are 65 
years old and over, ere included in the count of persons 65 veers 
Old and over. 

Own chUdren under 18 years old- Statistics on presence of own 
·children of householder. are shown in this report. A child under 
18 years old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter. stepchild, or adopted child of a 
householder,. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 

total count ~f own children. 

Other relative of houSeholder'-This category includes all persons 
related to the hous8holder by blood, marriage, or adoption except 
wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamili8s. 

· Nonreladve-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or Bdoiption. ·Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by houaeholder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of "regular schooi co,,;,plet~d ·and not to the . . ' .. '· ' .. 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less th8n the one in which they 

are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal edUcation 
obtained in graded public, private, or par.ochial .. schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or ilight school, 
and whether attendance was full or part tin:ae. That is~ "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may· advance a persori 

toward an elementary or high school diJ)loma·, coHege, uni
versity, or professional school degr~e. ~choolinQ or tutoring in 

other than regular schools is couiited only if th~ credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable t_o ~ sch~ol in the regular 
school system. Householders whose. highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equival8n1: grade (or years) 

in the regular United States ~choo~ system. They. were .not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Educat_ion received in 
the following types of schools is not counted as "regular 

schooling'': Vocational schools, trade sch~ls, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education cl~s~es. 

Income-The statistics on income in .the Annual ~ousing Survey 

are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 mor:iths prior to the interview and are the· sum of the 

amounts reported for yvage and salary. income, net, self
employment income, Social Security or. railroac;I retirement in

come, public assistance or welfare pay"!ents, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of. income 
received before deductions for perso·nal incoi:ne taxes, SoCial 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 

premiums, Medicare deduction~. etc'.· 

In this report series, the statistics r~late to ihe money ·income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of. the income of the householder and all other 

members of the family 15 years old and over, or the income of 
the primary individual. Incomes of _persons living in the unit but 
not related to the householder are not included in this sum., 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money _earnings 

received for work performed as an employ~e at E!"Y time dl:lring 
the 1 2-month period prior to the interview. ,It includes ·wages, 
salaries, piece-rate paym8nts, commissiOns, tips, caSh bonuseS, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus oper'ating expenses) 

received from a business, professional practicie.' partnership; or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement' incorrie includes c8sh 
receipts of Social Security pensions; sufvivors' b8n8fits; dis8bilitv 
insurance p·rograms for retired persons, dependents of deceased 
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for 
~1edicare and health insu~ance prenliumS~- Cash re.ceiPts of retire

ment, disability, and survivors' b8nefit payments made by the 
U.S. Government under the Railroad R8tirem8nt Act' "are alSo 
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included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 

medical care are not included. 
Income from all other sources includes money income received. 

from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 

property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received from public assistance programs, such 
as old age asSistance, aid to families with dependent children, 

and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training pro
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpowe'r 

Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation cash 
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administration tO 
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 

from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as irl~ 
come: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 

housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consum~d 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
p~operty); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange 

of money between relatives living in the same household; and 

gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer 
to. the 12 months prior to the interview, and the househcild 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 

income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members 
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter,..:. 

view. On the other hand, family income includes amoun~S 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. Fer most families, however, 
the income reported waS; received by persons who were 

members of the family throughout the income Period. 
· There may be significant differences in the income data 
betwe·en the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
CensUs'surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for 

income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
ref8r to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the 
various ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari
ebilitY and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey procB~ 
dures and techniques, and processing procedures. 



Appendix A 
Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of 
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983 · 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence ...... . 

Farm·nonfarm residence ....... . 

Counties ............. , ..... . 

Standard metropolitan statistical 
areas .................... : 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General ................... . 

Comparability with 1973 
through 1981 Annual 
Housing Su~ays .......... . 

Comparability with 1 970 
Census of Housing data 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Housing data 

Comparability with 1970 
and 1980 Censuses of 
Population data ........... . 

Comparability with other 
current reports ..••••.•••.• 

Living quarters .............. . 

Housing units ............. . 

Group quarters ............ . 

Mobile homes. hotels. 
rooming houses. etc ....... . 

Institutions ............... . 

Year-round housing units ..... . 

Changes In the Housing 
Inventory ................. . 

Units added by new 
construction ............. . 

Units lost from the 
Inventory ............... . 

Units lost through demolition 
or disaster .............. . 

Units lost through other 
means ................. . 

Unspecified units .......... . 

Occupancy and Vacancy 
Characteristics ............•. 

Population In housing units .... 

Occupied housing units ....•.. 

Race ..•••.••............. 

Spanish origin ............. . 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-3 

App-3 

App-3 

App-4 

App-6 

App-6 

App-5 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-5 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-7 

Tenure ..........•..•..... 

Sita tenure .••............. 

Cooperatives and condominiums 

Year householder moved Into 
unit ................... . 

Vacant housing unit .•••..... 

Vacancy status ....••••..... 

Homeowner vacancy rate .... . 

• Rental vacancy rate ........ . 

Duration of vacancy ........ . 

Housing unit boarded up ..... . 

Utilization Characteristics ...... . 

Persons ................. . 

Rooms ...............•... 

Parsons par room .......... . 

Bedrooms ..........••••••. 

Structural. Characteristics ...... . 

Conventional housing units •... 

Complete kitchen facilities .... . 

Year structure built ......... . 

Units in structure ........•.. 

Elevator In structure ........ . 

In a group of six or more 
mobile homes ............ . 

Interior walls and callings .... . 

Interior floors ............. . 

Boarded-up buildings on 
same street .............. . 

Plumbing Characteristics ...... . 

Plumbing facilities ....••••••. 

Complete bathrooms •........ 

Source of water or water 
supply ...............•.. 

Sewage disposal ........... . 

Equipment and Fuels ....•..... 

Telephone available ......... . 

Heating equipment ......... . 

Air conditioning ............ . 

House heating fuel ......... . 

Ananclal Characteristics ....... . 

Value .....••••........... 

Value-income ratio ......•... 

Salas price asked . . . . . . . . . . • 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

. App-8 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

APp-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

Garage or carport on property .. · 

Mortgage ................ . 

Installment loan or contract •... 

Monthly mortgage payment ... . 

Real estate taxes last year ... . 

Property insurance ......... . 

Selected monthly housing costs . 

Selected monthly housing costs 
as percentage of income .... : 

Purchase price of mobile home 

Year mobile home acquired ... . 

Mobile home acquired new ... . 

Contract rant ............. . 

Gross rent ................. . 

Gross rant In nonsubsidized 
housing •••............... 

Gross rent as percentage 
of Income ............... . 

Gross rent In nonsubsldizad 
housing as percentage 
of Income ....••.•........ 

Inclusion In rant (garbage 
collection and furniture) ..... 

Rant asked •..••........... 

Public, private, or subsidized 
housing ...••.•......•.... 

Household Characteristics ..... . 

Household ••••............ 

Householder .............. . 

Household compositton by 
age of householder ........ . 

Family or primary individual ... . 

Subfamily ................ . 

Age of householder ...•...... 

Parsons 66 years old and over 

Own children ............. . 

Other relative of householder .. . 

Nonralatlva ............... . 

Years of school completed by 
householder ............. . 

Income .................. . 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY QUESTION-
NAIRE: 1983 ................ . 

App-1 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 



App-2 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing comprises all hous
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside urbanized areas. More specifically, urban hous
ing consists of all housing units in {a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unicorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 

historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PCl1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 

census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which comprises all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which comprises the 

remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $ 50 or more during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less 

than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$ 250 or more during the 1 2-month period prior to the interview. 
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini

tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units 
irl rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties- The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 

counties; in Louisiana. the corresponding areas are termed 
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 

as census divisions have been defined for general statisti~al pur
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and 
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland. 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 

are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 

independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas-The definitions of 

standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey IAHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's 
defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 

SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, 
and an additional 1 3 were defined in February 1971 as a result 
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected 

in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city 
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of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 

or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used 
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publication 
cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central cities" refer to all hous
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities, 

the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHSI was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers 
were instructed to read the questions directly from the ques
tionnaire. The definitions and explanations given for each sub

ject are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical 
and procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This 

material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully 
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problem or 
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under
standing .the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How

ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of 
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing l:Jnits, but, 
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the 

whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the 
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 

through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished 
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1 ~73 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabulations. 

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures 
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The 
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data 

in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey ICPSI estimates 
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household 
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through 

1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than 
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in 
appendix B. 
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Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par

ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small 
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to 

year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix 8). 

Comparabiiity with 1970 Cansus of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items t_hat appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of the 

"recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this series). 

In the Annual Housing Survey, ''recent movers'' are households 
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the in
terview, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of 

Housing reports, different time periods were used. In VolUme 
II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period 
for "year moved into unit" is 1969 to March 1970 (1 ~ years); 

in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period 
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume 
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years!. Other definitional dif
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 

Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to 
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the 
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the non
sampling errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous

ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given 
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970 
Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 

sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous

ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 
In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com

ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses Isome other means). The 1983 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 

units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the ''year structure built'' item; i.e.; housing units 

built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a sam
ple of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which was 
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conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 report 

provided data on financing homeowner and rental properties, 
including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and 

owners. 
Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 

iri this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit 
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it 
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 

selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. 
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 

monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 

both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 

IAHSl. 
There are one major difference and two minor differences, 

however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is 
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as hous

ing units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor 
difference is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS 
requires a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct 
access or complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the· 
complete kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct 
access required of all units. The second minor difference is that, 
in the 1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more 
persons, not related to the person in charge, were classified as 
group quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised 
to nine or more persons not related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS. 

These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census, 
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units. 
The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter

occupied condominium units. 
Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 

and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 

in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional 
differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the 
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the 

nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associ~ted with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions-the 

highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
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attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
based on responses to a single question- the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore, 
the 1983 AHS may , overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 

or year the householder was currently.enrolled in or had last been 
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed. 
Other.definitional differencs, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other current reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current Hous
ing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population Reports, 
end the Current Construction Reports, published by the Bureau 
of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care should 
be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing Survey 
with data from other current surveys. 

Coi'nparability with Housing Vacancy Survey- Data on va
cancy rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Hous
ing Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by 
inside and outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This 
nationwide survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71 ,000 
units (interviews obtained ·for approximately 60,000 occupied 
and vacant housing units). is conducted monthly by the Bureau 
of the Census in conjuriction with its Current Population Survey: 
Data are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing 
Reports, Series H-111 , Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Hous
ing Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. 
Differences may be attributed to factors such as sampling 
variability, nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and process
ing prcicedures. 

Current Population · Reports from the Current ·Population 
Survey- The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 71 ;ooo d0signated s·ample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title, "Current 
Population Reports." Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is tt.e same, there is a major dif
ference in the concept of "mover." In parts D ·end. E, 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from·that of March:l 970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on 
income.and years of school completed. The time period cover
ing incom·e data in this series of- reports refers to the 12 months 
prior to .the date of -the interview,· while the time pe_riod for 
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income data in the Current Population Survey refers-to the calen
dar year prior to the date of the interview. There are also signifi
cant differences in the way income questions are asked. For 
"years of school ~ompleted by househo_lder," the differences 
cited in the section, "comparability with 1970 Census of Popula
tion.data," also apply to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current.Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as.the sampl_ing va.riability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Population Reports from .the Survey of Purchases and 
Ownership- The 1974 Survey of Purchases and Ownership is 
a sample survey covering approximately 20,000 of the 
designated sample units in the 1974 Annual Housing Survey. 
Data were collected on ownership, availability,· and recent pur-· 
chases of. automobiles and other vehicles, television sets, and 
selected major household appliances. Information on the price 
paid is obtained-·by recently purchased items. The data can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of .the Census, 
Washington, D.C. 20233, 

Although the Survey of Purchases and Ownership was taken 
in conjunction with the Annual Housing Survey, there are dif
ferences in the concepts and definitions between the two. For 
example, the data on automobiles and other four-wheel vehicles, 
such as pickup trucks and passenger vans, collected in the 
Survey of Purchases and Ownership reflect the number of such 
vehicles that are owned or being bought by a member of the 
family. The data collected in the AHS reflect the number of 
automobiles and trucks owned or regularly used by any member 
of the househ'old, including nonrelatives. Additional differences 
may be attributed. to such factors as estimation procedures, 
sampling variability, and nonsampling errors. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general 
title, "Current Construction Reports." Some of the data for the 
reports are from the Survey of Construction. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000 
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports 
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com
pletions, construction ·authorize~ by building permits, housing 
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing·places, new one
family homes sold and for sale, characteristics of new housing, 
and value of new construction put in place. The concepts and 
definitions used· in this report differ from some of those used 
in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that the 
Survey -of ·Construction shows counts and characteristics of 
housing units in various stages of construction through comple
tion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and 
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif
ferences between the .1983 Annual Housing Survey· and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling va_riability and nonsampling errors.of the figures from 
the two_. surveys, survey 'procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures.· I,. , 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 

residential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel 
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living 
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential 
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives). 
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing units-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those 
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per
sons in the structur~ and which have either ( 11 direct access 
from the outside of the building or throu.gh a common hall which 
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit 
or by the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who 
share living arrangements (except as described in the section 
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness, 
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the 
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the 
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes, 
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quaners-Group quarters are living arrangements for in
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding ho~s, military 
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person 
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the 
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Mobile homes. hotels, rooming houses, etc. -Mobile homes or 
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered hous
ing units if vacant, used only for business, or used only for 
vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rOoms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 

-· . 
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use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
reiTiaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con
tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they 
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con
tain ·five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or 
person in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a 
dormitory, residence hall, or similar Place, living quarters of the 
supervisory staff and other employees are separate housing units 
if they satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are 
considered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate hous
ing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units 
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports 
shown for "all year-round housing units" may not be comparable 
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because 
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an 
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant yeai-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in appendix 8.) Iii 1973, "vacant-seasonal 
and migratory'' units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for 
occasional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the com
bined total of the independent estimates for these categories. 
Thus, the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for "vacant
seasonal and migratory" housing units and for "all year-round 
housing units'' adhere more closely to the independently 
derived current estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 characteristics for "all occupied units," 
"owner occupied," and 'renter occupied" are, however, com
parable with the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under construc
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were 
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built 
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before 
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units select~d from building permits; in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new 
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construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970 
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later. 

Units lost from the inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later throuQh demolition or disaster and through other 
rrieans. Separate courlts Ot ·;,demolition °or disaster·,, losses and 

of ''other loss"es'' are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those 
in structures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 

existed in. October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
.a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 

. through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted 
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in 
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 

Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data 
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 

in structures .which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when 
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1 . Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for 
example, a housing unit that was occUpied by a family in 1973 
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983 
survey. 

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are 
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer 
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 

damaged by fire. 
3. Vacant housing units lo_st from the inventory because 

there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house 
or block) that the units are scheduled for demoliton or 
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health 
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited. 

4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential 
use. 

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such 
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units 
added in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 

counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through 
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in ~tructures which still con

tained one or mar~ housing units. 
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Unspecified .units-There are other cor:riponents ~f changes in 
the housing inventory for which the A:HS provides no specific 
measures. The survey procedures do not .include a measure of 

conversions and mergers and units add~.d from other sources 
such as nonresiden.tial structures. The net. effect of these omis

sions on t,he change in the total hpusing inventory is not kno"Yn. 

Housing units chang~d by conversiori-C~nversion refers to the 
cre~tion of two or more housing units fro.m fewer l.Jnits through 

structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as.adding a room or installing partitions 
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rear
rangement in the use of space without structural alteration, such 

as locking a door which closes. off one or more rooms to form 
a separate hqusing unit. 

Housing units changed by merger- A merger is the result of com
bining two or more housing units into fewer units through struc

tural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration includes 
such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling of kit
chen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple rearrange
ment of space without. s~ructural alteration, such as unlocking 

a door wh.~c;:h formerly. separated two housing units. A change 
in use also occurs, for example, when a family occupies both 
floors of a house ~hie~ forrrerly contained. a separate housing 
unit on each floo~. 

Housing units added thrqugh other sources-Any housing unit 
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tiori or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 

sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters pre_viously classified as group quarters and units created 
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also 

included are units moved from one site to another. Such units, 
if moved within the same area, do not ne~essarily result in a net 
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent 
units lost .in the place from which they moved. A previously 
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the 
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population In houSing units-Included are all perSOns living in 
housing units. Persons living in group ~ua·rt~rs ar0 excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living ih.:;it ~fth'e'·iime of'the 

iiiterview or if the occUp.Bnts are only temporarily absent, for 

example, on vacation. However, if the . uriit w~s occupied 
entirely by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, 
the unit is classified as vacant. By definitior:', the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race- The classification of "race" refers ,to the race of t~e 
householder occupying the, housing unit. ~owever, the concept 
of race as used by the Cen~us Bureau ~oes not denote .cleaf-cut 
scientific definition of_biological stock. The int~rviewer was .to 
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report the race of the householder in three categories: White, 
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes American 
Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race 

except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately 
for White and Black householders; housing units with 
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1 
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed chaiacteristics of 
units with Black ·householder are presented in separate tables. 

Spanish origin-The Classification ''Spanish origin'' refers to the 
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed 
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on 
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their 
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those 
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American, 
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may 
be of any race. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretatiOn of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin hous0holds between 
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey. the 1970 census; 1980 cen
sus, and other current surv8ys. In the 1970 ·ceilsus and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, sur
name, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates that 
1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be signifi
cantly overstated in the South Region and North Central Region. 
In the 1980 census the categories ar9 essentially the same as 
the 1983 AHS, except the category "Central 'or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co
owner lives in the unit, even if it is ·mortgaged or not fully paid 
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only 
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are 
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent 
and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occ~pied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is consider~d .rented if the occupants pay a rental fe.e for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living 
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor 
pay cash rent for the site. . · · 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A Cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing Units is owned by a cor
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled 
to occupy an iiidividual housing unit and is a shareholder in the 
corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of own'ershi.p that enables a p'erson 
to own an aPartm0nt or house in a project of similarly owned 
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units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas .such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including Sin91e-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as w~ll as apartment buildings. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus. if the householder moved back into a hous
ing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move was 
to be reported; if the householder moved from one apartment 
to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
moVe, although in the great majority of cases, the entire 
household moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was cOllected for 
the head of household. For an explanation, See the definition of 
householder on page App-13. 

Vacant housing unit-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior win
dows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in place. 
Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, or doors 
no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the unit is 
severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence (such 
as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demo
lished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, suet) as a store or an 
office; or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory, mac~inery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." Seasonal units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occu
pancy by migratory labor employed in farm wOrk during the crop 
season. 

Year-round vacant housing units are available or in~ended for 
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which 
is usu~ally occupied on a year-round basis is considered year
round. A unit used only occasionally throughOut the year is also 
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considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided 

as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also in

clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if 
the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for \rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been paid 
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the 
date of the interview, of if the unit has recently been sold but 
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit Which is neither for sale nor 

for rent, or rented or sold not occupied, is classified as held off 
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
eslewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant year
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use 
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify 

homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and 
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are 
classified as seasonal and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere}-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 

place of residence is held for the household and is not offered 
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage o~cupied at 
the time of the interview by a family who has a usuaf'place of 
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant ~nits. If 
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be 
reported "occupied" and would be included in the count of oc

cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant- If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any 

of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified 
as "other vacant." For example, this category includes units held 
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a 

caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the 
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for "held for 
occasional use" or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing 

units, these categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 

vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts 
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series. 

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round; rented or sold, not occupied," "year

round, held for occasional ~rse," and "year-round, other vacant" 
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may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimati~n procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For 
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad
justed the survey counts of "vacant year-round" arld "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units separately to independent cur
rent estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in appendix 8.) In 
1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with several categories of year-round vacan,cies (rented 
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) 

and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent 
estimates for these categories. Thus; the 1974 through 1981 
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in
dependent estimates than the i 973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate-The 1983 homeo~ner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale ~s a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 

and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units. sold 

but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 198:3 rental vacancy· rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 

occupied. 

Dur8tion of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the l~ngth of time (in months) from the date the last occupants 
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, 

therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length 
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which 
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted 
from the date construction was completed. For recently con
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con

version or merger. was completed. Units occupied entirely by 
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded 
from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-~tatistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the cover
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials 
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or 

a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be ,~oarded up. 
This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

. Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 

These persons include not only occupants related to the 
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees Who share the 

living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of 
household was used, see definition of househo~?er on page 
App-13.) The data on persons show categories of the number 
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
mC?st of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a 
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms-The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing 
units. with specified number. of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din
ing rooms, bedrooms, kit~hens, · finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreati~n rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 

or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from 
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves 
or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers 
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, paritries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space for storage, open porches, 
trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only by 
persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 

is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-Persons per room is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 

unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures 
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified 
ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 

other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even through used infrequently, are counted as 
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur

poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room 
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing 
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 

homes or trailers bY this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facilities-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
use of the occupants of the unit: ( 1 I An installed sink with piped 

water, (2) a range. or cookstovt;t. and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc
ture. They need n9t be in the same room. Quarters with only 

portable cooking ~quipment are not considered as having a range 
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 
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The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 

when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities 
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu
pant were to be reported. 

Year structure built-Year structure built refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added 

to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the 
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimates and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 

the year built for the buildinQ. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 

The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 

four sides even though it hBs an adjoining shed or garage. A one
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending 
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc

tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 
Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 

When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure- Statistics on elevator in structure are for 
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more 

which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ''withou~ 
elevator" in a structure of four floors or more if the structure 

has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for 
freight. 

In a group of six or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and 

trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in 
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 

site or adjacent sites. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peel
ing paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. In
cluded are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through 
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to the next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks 

that appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for 
a fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks 

or holes. 
Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 

ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to 

go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same st,eet are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 

sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect, 

have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facilities- The category ''with all plumbing facilities'' 

consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 

located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does 

not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub 

or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the 
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A 
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower 

for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com
plete bathroom. 

The cagetory "also used by another household" consists of 

units with bathroom facilities which a'e also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and Units with all 
bathroom facilites but not in one room. 

Sources of water or water supply-A public system or private 
company refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units: 
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
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classified as an individual well. Water sources such as springs, 

creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes are included in the 
"other" category. 

Sewage disposal-A public sewer is connected to a city, 

county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A "septic tank or cesspool" is an underground tank 
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 

plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. Units for which sewage 

is disposed of in some other way are included in the "other" 
category. 

· Equipment and Fuels 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 

inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
occupants of several units. The number of housing units with 
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number 
of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-Warm-air furnace refers to a central system 
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms. 
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling 
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and 

a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the 
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts 
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water 
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or 
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built

in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings, or-baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers 
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s) 
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn 

gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters 
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns 
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or 
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, .or portable heaters include room 

heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids .. 
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene, 
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric 
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans, 

blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a win
dow or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room, 
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room. 
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A central system is a central installation which air conditions 
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system 

may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have 
its own central system; or there may be s·everal systems, each 

providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A 
central installation with individual room controls is a central air
conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-Utility gas is gas piped through underground 
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. 
Bottled, tank, or LP gas is stored in tanks which are refilled or 

exchanged when empty. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, 
gasoline, alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Other fuel in
cludes any other fuel such as solar heat, briquettes made of pitch 
and sawdust, corncobs, or purchased steam. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 

than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 

condominiums, mobile homes and trailers are excluded from the 
value tabulations. 

Value-income ratio- The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income 

of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated 
(see ''Value'' for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting 
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class 

interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, except that~ mean of 
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean 
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or ,!,,ore. For 

income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net 
loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 

date of '!:he interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property- The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 

is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. 
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Excluded are garages or carports that have been converted to 
other uses such as living quarters, an area used for business 

purposes, an area rented to someone else, or for some reason 
cannot be used for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt_ It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 

the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 

buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 
of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 

to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear comprise the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category 
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays 
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases, 

rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 

Installment loan or contract- The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile 

homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their 
purchase comprise the category, "with installment loan or 

contract.'' 

Monthly mortgage payment- The data are limited to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 

property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if 
they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 

Real estate taxes last year- The data are restricted to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 1 0 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 

property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estate taxes 
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It 

includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are 
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real 
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount 
for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 

value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing units 
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation 
of the mean. 
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Property insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that 
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss 

due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types 
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments. 

Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as 
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 

property and for owner··occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied 
cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs- The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 

10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or den
tal office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile homes 

and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude owner
occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate distribu
tions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage or, for 
mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an install

ment Joan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is the 
monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment loan 

or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile home 

or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, utilities 
(electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuel (oil, coal, 
kerosene, wood, etc.). and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report 
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did 
not report their real estate taxes are incl1:1ded in the "not 
reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers, 
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not 

report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included 
in the "not reported" category. 

Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 1 2) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. The percentge is presented for the 

same owner-occupied units for which "selected monthly hous
ing costs" were- tabulated (for exclusions, see "selected 
monthly housing costs'!). The percentage was computed 
separately for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth 

of a percent. For income and "selected monthly housing costs," 
the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by families or 
primary individuals who reported no income or a net loss com

prise the category "not computed." 
Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage 

or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the "not 
reported" category. 
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Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 

purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the downpayment but excluding 
Site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 

to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired- This item pertains to owner

occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year 
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home 
or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes purchase as 
well as other forms of taking possission such as inheritance, gift, 
trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 

mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new 
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home 
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 

contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 

not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con

tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 

if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen

tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and 
fuel as·part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water 
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted 
to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Renter units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non

subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous

ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent 
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub

sidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly Qross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
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The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units 

for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross 
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain 
renter-occupied housing units. The precentage is computed 
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole 
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are 
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid 

and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report 
no income or a net loss comprise the category ''not computed.'' 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 1 2 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income'' except that rents and incomes for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsub
sidized units in this report are not based on government or local 
records; they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a re
spondent to properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsub
sidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage collection and furniture)-Counts are 

shown separately for housing units in which garbage collection 
and furniture are included in the rent. The data are restricted to 
renter-occupied units for which cash rent is paid and exclude 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 

Garbage collection- Included are housing units which have gar

bage collection service available in connection with the building. 
The service may be public or private and must be available 
without additional cost to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) 
is collected by one company and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) 

by another, the data refer to the garbage collection service. In 
tables 3, 6, and 9 of part C, separate counts are also shown 
for renter-occupied units reporting additional amounts paid for 
garbage collection service. 

Furniture-The statistics refer to furnished apartments or houses 
in which the management supplied major pieces of furniture such 
as a bed, sofa, chest of drawers, and table and chairs for the 
use of the occupant. Refrigerator, cooking range or stove, lamps, 
and rugs are not considered furniture. Housing units in which 

the occupants rent furniture from some source other than the 
management are not classified as furnished. 

Rent asked-For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount 
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent 

asked is shown separately for housing units in which the rent 
includes payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and 

fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also 
shown for housing units in which the rent includes payment for 
utilities and fuels, as well as garbage collection service. 

!• ,; 1: 

PUi:i1ic, private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure 
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in which the unit is located is owned by a local hous
ing authority or other public agency, such as· a housing and 

redevelopment authority or a housing development agency, and 
operated as public housing. These organizations may receive 
subsidies from the Federal or State government but the local 
agency owns the property. 'All other housing units are classified 
as private housing. 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the units 
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because 

a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the 
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses. 
These programs include ( 1 l the interest subsidy programs of the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for rental 
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) the 

rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental housing 
projects is paid by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program of HUD 
for housing the elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not 

based on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, 
subject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit 
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same 

as the count of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old and over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 1 B years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973 
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One 
person in each household was designated as the head, that is 

the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent. 
However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 

the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder- Statistics by age 

of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person households. Households having 
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives- Each household in this 

group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder- This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent 

because of separation or other reason where husband and wife 
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are 
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widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with 
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with 

them. 

Other female householder- This category includes households 

with female householders who are married, but with husband 

absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 

households with female householder, husband present, and 
nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male housholder and female householder under 

the category "one-person households." 

Family or primary individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either families or primary individuals. The term "family" refers 
to the householder and all (one or more) other persons living in 

the same household who are related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a "primary 
individual." 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families. 
A lodger, servant, or other persons unrelated to the householder 

is considered a member of the household but not of the family. 
In the statistics on household composition, families are always 

included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person 
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with 
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary 

individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person 
households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children or one parent with one or more own single (flever mar-

' ried) children under 18 years old, living in a household an~ related 
to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The most com

mon example of a subfamily is a young married couple sharing 
the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of householder-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the 
householder, who are members of the household and are 65 
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years 
old and over. 

Own children-Statistics on presence of own children of 
householder, are shown in this report. A child under 18 years 
old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single (never mar
ried) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a householder. 
Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the total count 
of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all per
sons related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption 
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except wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 

category. 

Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 

to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grad& attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in ,whJch they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 

obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may advance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni
versity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in 

other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 

instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 

the following types of schools is not counted as "regular school
ing": Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, and 

noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 1 2 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 

received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Medicare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 

i.e., the sum of the income of the householder of the family and 
all other members of the family 1 5 years old and over, or the 
income of the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in 
the unit but not related to the householder are not included in 

this sum. 
Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 

received for work performed as an employee at any time during 

the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 
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Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; disability 
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of 
deceased insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions 
for Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of 
retirement, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by 
the U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also 
included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income 
received from sources such as periodic payments from estates 

and trust funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) 

from property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders: 
net royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which in
clude cash receipts received from public assistance programs, 
such as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent 
children, and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment 
insurance benefits; money received for transportation and/or 
subsistence by persons participating in special governmental 
training programs, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the 
Manpower Development and Training Act; workmen's compen
sation cash benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' 

Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces or to 
survivors of deceased veterans; public or private pensions; 
periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities; alimony 

or child support from persons who are not members of the 
household; net gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and 
fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in
come: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 

housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
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the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on "uncashed" savings bonds; 

exchange of money between relatives living in the same 
household; and gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, 
inheritances, and other types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 

refer to different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer 
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 

characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, in
come data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members 
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per

sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 

the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 

Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period tor 
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 

months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. 

Additional differences in the income data may be attributed to 
the various ways income questions are asked, the sampling 

variability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey pro
cedures and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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Area Classifications, Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics, and Facsimile of 
the Annual Housing Survey Questionnaire: 1983 

AREA CLASSIACATIONS ..••.••• 

Urban end rural residence ...... . 
Ferm-nonfarm residence ....... . 
Counties .................. . 
Standard metropolitan .urtlatlcal 

areas .................... . 

OEANmONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General ................... . 
ComparabUlty with 1973 

through 1981 Annual 
Housing Surveys .......... . 

ComperabUlty with 1970 
Censui of Housing data 

ComperabUlty with 1980 
Census of Housing data 

ComparebDlty with 1970 
and 1980 Censu'" of 
Poputa11on data ........... . 

Comparablllty with other 
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Uvlng Quarters . ............. . 

Housing unit ............. . 

Group quarters ............ . 
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lnatttudona ............... . 
Year-round housing unite . .... . 

Changes In tho Housing 
Inventory ................. . 
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Inventory ............... . 
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or dlntter .............. . 
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Unspecified units . . . . . . . . . . . 

Occupancy and Vacancy 
Charactertattc1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Populatlon In housing unite . . . . 

Occupied housing unite ...... . 

Raca .................... . 
Spanish origin ............. . 

Tenure .................. . 

Sita tenure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Previous occupancy ........ . 

Cooperatives and condomlnlum1 

Duration of occupancy ...... . 
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App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 
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App-6 
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App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App-8 

' App-6 
App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

Year hou11hcllhr moved Into 
unit ... , ...... , ......•.. 

Racen1 rnov.... ............ . 

-----of 
recent rnovera ......... ; .. . -·---··················· 

Main reuon for move from 
previous r11ld1nce ........ . 

Main reuon for move Into 
pruant residence or .. ~ ............ . 

.Homeo..-.hlp •. - ...••.... 

Owner or manager on property 

Vocant hoUalng unh ........ . 
Voconcy ................... . 

Homeowner vacancy rate .... . 

Rontol - .... •.• ...... . 
Duretlon of vacency ........ . 

Hou~ unit boarded up ..... . 

Utlllzotloft Choroctodwdca ... __ .. 

Ponona •••.••••••••.••••• 
Rooms .......•........... 
Peraona per room .......... . 
Bedroorna ..•..•....•...... 

"Struc1WOI Choroctorlotlco .. - ; · ..• 

Convontlonol houolnii - ... . 
Complete kit- I-• .... . 
-················· 
Year structure bult ......... . 
Unit• In etructUre .......... . 

Elevator In structure . . . . . . . . . 

In a group of six or more --: ... : ....... . 
Roof ..••••••••••••••••••• 

- woDo end celllnga 
lnterlorfloon ............. . 
-.up bulldlngo on 

same street . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 

Ovoroll opinion of structure •••• 
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Light ftxtureo In publlc hello • • • • 

Eloctrlc wiring . • • • • • • • • • ' . • • 
EloclJlc:woD...- •......... 
Electrlc fu ... and circuit 

breokoro; ............... . 

Plumblng a..oc,.lodca ...... . 

Plumblng I-.......... . 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 

App-8 
App-9 

App-9 

App-9 

App-9 
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App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-10 
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App-10 

App-10 

App-10 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

App-11 

Complotobothroomo ..••••••. 

Source of water or water 
oupl)ly .••..•.•...••••••. 

Avolloblllty of piped w- ..... 
Sew- dlopoool .•..•••••••. 

FluohtoUot ······ ......... . 

Equipment, Fuolo. end Servlcoo .. 

Tolophono ovolloble •••••..••• 

Heating equipment ......... . 

lnouffldont hoot ••••.•••.•.• 

All' conditioning . . . . . • • • • . . • . 

Houu heating fuel ......... . 

Servlceo end Nolghborhood 
Condlllono ................ . 

Extarmbudlon aervlce ....... . 

Ovoroll opinion of 
neighborhood ••••••.•..•.• 

Neighborhood conditions and 
neighborhood aervlcas ...... . 

Flnonclol Choroctorlotlco . . . . . . . . 

Voluo ••••.••••.•.•.•...•• 

Voluo-lncomo rotlo •.••.••••. 

- price ukod .......... . 
Garage or carpon on property .. 

Mortgogo ................ . 

Mojor oourco of -· poymont • 
Installment loan or contract . . . . 

Mongaga: tnsurance ......... . 

Monthly mart- poyment ... . 
Real estate taxes last year ... . 

...._..., lnounmce • • • . • • • . • . 

Soloctod monthly housing costo • 

Selected monthly housing coats 
as percentage of Income ..... 

Aheretlono end ropoln during 
the last 12 months . . . . . . . . . 

Purchoso price of mobllo home 

Year mobDa home acquired ... . 

Mobile home acquired new ... . 

Contract rent ............. . 

Gron rent ................ . 
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houolng .••....•••••••••.. 
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of lnCQfM ............... . 
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App-1 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-12 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-13 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-14 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-16 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App-17 

App,17 

App-17 

App-17 
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1.cb..ion In rent (garbage Hou.-CClmjlO.itlonby Non- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . App-18 · 
collectlon I • . • • • • • • . . • • . . . . App-17 

_.Re.m_ eak.ed • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • App--17 
age of householder •.....••. 

famUy Of primary lndlvldual •••• 

App-18 

App-18 
App-18 

App-18 
App-18 

App-18 

App-18 

Years of school completed by · ·~1 

householder .... ·~~: .......• : •-'App--19··1 
PubDc,. private. or suboldlzed S..bfamDy ••..••••.•..••... 

Income .. :·: ..... ;' ... ~ ... ·:. 'Ai>P'-19; hOualng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ap·~ 17. 

HOUMhold Characterls&o . . . . . . App-18 

Household • . • . . . . . . • • . • . . . App-18 

Houaeholder . • . • • . . . . . . • . . • App-18 

Age of houaeholder ••••...••• 

Persona 86 yean old and over . 

Own children under 18 years old 

Other relative of householder ..• 

FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
HOUSING SURVEY QUESTION· 
NAlRE: 1983 . . . • • . • . • • . . . . . • • Ap(i-20 

AREA CLASSiFICATIONS 

Urban and rural resldence;-Urban housing makes up _all hous
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside urbanized areas~ More specifically, urban hous
ing consists_ of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or· more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin). but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or uniricorP:orated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units nOt 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC( 1 I-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing SurVey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Fann-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occUpied hOusing Units 
are 'subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the 
re"1aii:iing rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are locat~d on places of 10 a~res or more ·from 
which saleS of farm products amounted to $50 or more during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less 
t~an 10 acres from whic~ sales of farm products amounted to 
$25Q or more.during the 12-month period prior to the interview. 

Occupied .units in rural territory which do not meet the defini
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units 
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed 
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and 
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities ·are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan atatlstlcal areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey (AHS) correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These "include the 228 SMSA's 

.. . "· 

,· .. 
defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistics/ Areas~ !967, U.S. Gover~ment 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 w_ere defined in January 1968, 
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result 
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected 
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the .Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget), , . -

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one.city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or cour,ties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun~ 
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consi91: of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used 
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publication 
cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this repOrt, figures for "in centr81 city." refer to all housi 
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central citi8S, 
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey_ 
(AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey intervie~ers 
were instructed to read the questions directly from the question
naire. Ttie definitions and. explanati~ns given for each subject 
are. to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and 
procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This 
material help~d the field interviewers to understand more fully 
the intent .of each question and thus to resolve problems or 
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under
standing the statistics. 

Comparablllty with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of 

housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through 
1981and1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981and1983 
reports, the data refer to losses of individual hoUsing units, but 
in 1973~ a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the 
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the 

inventory. In addition, the source ~f the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished 
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both pubUshed and unpublished tabulations. 

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures 
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The 
independ8'nt household estimates used in the weightinQ of data 
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates 
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household 
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through 
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen· 
SUS. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than 
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in · 
appendix 8. · 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par

ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small 
sample size, particular care should b8 taken in making year to 

year comparisons, especially Where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix Bl. 

Comparablllty with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
r. 

an? ~e~i_':litions are essentially the same for items that appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey. 

There is a major diffe~ence, however, in the time period of the 
"recent mover" classification (see parts 0 and E of this S&ries). 
In the Annual Housing Survey, ''recent movers'' are households 
that moved into their unit durirlg the. 12 months priOr to the inter
vie~. a time period of 1 year or'less. In the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume 
II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period 
for "year moved into unit" is 1 969 to March 1970 ( 1 14 years); 
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period . 
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume 
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif· 
ferences~ if any, are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be· attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enuriieration in th8 census in corltrast to direct int8rview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housirig Survey; tO 

a smaller extent, the sarTipling variability associated with the 
sample data .from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 

with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling 
errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given 
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970. 
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Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census.· Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversiorls, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this seri~s, data for some of these com
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 date 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of~ 

Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census . 
tabulations of the ''year structure built'' item; i.e., housing units 

built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction.'' 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last • 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the .. 

1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which . 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop- ! 

erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and . 

owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the date 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit · 
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it 
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status· was 

verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and · 
selecte~ monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real . 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. 
In volum8 V, the tabulations for re81 estate taXes and sel8ct8ci ' 

monthly housing ~osts include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the ' 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in · 
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS). 

There are one major difference and two minor differences, 
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is 

that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing 
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ

ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires 
a unit to be Separate. living quarters and have direct access or 

complete ~itchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete 
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re

quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the. 

19~3 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons,; 
not related to the person iry charge, were classified as group 

quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirerrient was raised to nine 
or more persons not related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS. 
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census, 
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units. 
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent &nd renter
occupied condominium units. 

_Additionally, in the 19B3 A_HS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
·;~·.which th_e.housing unit is located. In the 19BO census, these 

items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional 
~ifferences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1 9B3 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 19BO census data may. be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
ei:i.1:1meration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
AHS; ·differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro-,, ' . ' . - . 
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the 
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the 
~on,sanjpling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the 
IJO.f'1sampling errors associated with the census data. 

'! •. • 

Comparabllltv. with 1970 and 19BO Censuses of Population 
ciata-.lri the 1970 and 19BO censuses, data for yea~~ of school 
c0rilpltit8d· W~re based on responses to two questions-:ihe 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 

' i ' ' • . ' 

attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1 SB3 AHS, data for years of school complet~d were 
based on responses.to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of r~gular school c~mpleted by the householder. Therefore, 
the 1 9B3 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
hou~e.holder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
o.r year th_e householder was currently enrolled in or had last been 
e~i~Ued in whe~her or not the grade or year was completed. 
Ot_h~r defini~i~nal differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

•,· .. ' ' . 

Co"."parablllty with other current rapprts- This series of reports 
c~ntains· information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
HOusing .Report, Housing Vacancies, the. Current Population 
Reports,_ and the Current Construction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care 
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing 
Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey- Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available tor the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 units (inter
.views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant 
housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data 
are published quarterly and annually in Current HousinQ Reports, 
Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1 9B3 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey ere the same. Differ
enCes may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability,· 
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nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. . ' 

Current Population Reports from the· ,current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is &·monthly. sample 
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. ,from 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title, "Current 
Population Reports." Included are reports on household end 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and· income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used .in the Current Populatio'n 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey.is the same, there is a.major.dif-' 
ference in the concept of "mover." In parts·.o ··and· E; 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as ''recent movers.·~ In.the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current placerof 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are.classified.as 
"movers.'' 

There also may be significant differences in the data on inCome" 
and years of school completed. The time period covering income 
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior tO 
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data 
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior 
to the date of the interview. There ere also significant" differences 
in the way income question$ are asked. For "years of school 
completed by householder." the differences cited in the section, 
"Comparability with 1970 and 19BO Censuses of Population' 
data," also applies to the Current PopUlation Survey. · ·. -,1,~~ ' 

Additional differences between the 19B3 Annual Housing 

Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors Such as the sampling variability (Ind rlonsampling-errorS 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techiliques, and processing procedures. 1

•• 
1

' 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general 
title, "Current Construction Reports.'' The date for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Construction. •. 1 

· ~ 

The Survey o~ Construction consists of epproximately-16,000 1 

permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports, 
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com
pletions, construction authorized by :building permitsr houSing · 
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous=· 
ing, and value of new construction put in place. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us-~ 
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that-'( 
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics·· 
of housing units in various stages of construction through com- · 
plet~on. The Annual Housing Survey shows Counts and 
characteristics of the existing housing invento,Y. AdditiOnal dif
ferences between the 19B3 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as th"e 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 
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Living Quaners 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel 
or· motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer}. Living 
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential 
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives), 
es well es in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing un~-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those 
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per
sons in the structure and which have either ( 1) direct access 
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which 
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit 
or by the general public or (21 complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one Person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who 
share living arrangements (except as described in the section 
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness, 
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the 
information cannot be obtained, the criteria a're applied to the 
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housiilg inventory, except that mobile homes, 
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for in
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military 
barracks, college dormitories, fraterliity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart
ment is considered group quarters if _it is shared by the person 
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the 
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Mobile homes. hotels. rooming houses, etc. -Mobile homes or 
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing 
units if vacant, used only for busiripss, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
simil~r places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, Bnd similar places 
in which 75 ·percent or more of the accommodations are 

occupied by permanent residents. 
If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 

and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
rema;ning quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-
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tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they 
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the hol..1$8holder ar person 
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall. or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory 
staff and other employees are separate housing units if they 
satisfy· the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con
sidered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other livl~g 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units 
intended for seasonal occupancy and v&cant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory whic~ includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units; 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports 
shown for "all year-round housing units" may not be comparable 
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because 
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an 
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal. and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal 
and migratory'' units were combined wtt:h several categorie~ of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total 
of the independent estimates for these c8tegories. Thus, the 
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing units and for "all year-round housing un~s" 
adhere more closely to the independently derived current 
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and 
1983 characteristics for "all occupied units," "o~ner oc
cupied," and "renter occupied" are, however, comparable with 
the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construcllon-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion.•• lnform8tion was Collected on vacant units under construc
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were 
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built 
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before 
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1983 p~riod. In the Ann~al Housing Survey, data 
on new consti-uction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of lnvent~ry Change, new 
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970 
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later. 
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Unlta lostfrom the Inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all.units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition,. disaster, or other means. 
Separate counts of ''demolition Or.~isaster'' losses arld of ''other 
lasses" are shown .in pa.rt A of this series; The .19.74 through· 
1981 and 198:i~un(eys c~ver all losses, including those in st.ruc
tures that .were. not completelx 1.ost, 

Units lost through demolltlon or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the.part of the owner. 
i.s classified as a unit .lost through d8"1olition.- Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as .units lost 
through disaster. In the ·1973 survey, a housing unit was counted 
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in 
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Ce~sus .of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data 
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or !flore housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were Counted in .1970 
as "units ·iost thrOugh o~her ~Sans.:;~ · · · . · 

Units lost through other means...: Any ho..;sin~ ~~it which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost th;oug.h other means when 
it was IOst from.the housing i~veiltO~ thro~g~· ~Sans Ot.h~r th8n 
demolition or diSaster. Thjs component inc_ludes the following 
types of losses: 

1 . Housing units lost by change to Qroup quart~rs; ~or 

example, a housing unit that was occupiOd by a family in 1973 
and by a family and five lodgers at .the time of the 1983 
survey. . 

2. Housing units lost fro.m the inve':'t~ry because they are 
vacant and either the roof, walls; doors,,or windows no longer 
protec~ the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because 
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house 
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or 
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health 
or safety so that further occupany i~ prohibited. 

4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential 
use. 

5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973: Such 
moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inventory s!nce they presumably represent units 

added in the place to whic!> they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Suniey, a housing unit was 
counted as 10St throUgh_ other ffieans When the entire structure 
in which it wa~'lo~ated was i.;Si t'ci the housing inventori through ... 

• . .• .' ·~ ' ' ' • • • . . .•. ~ ., ._ ; j • • •• ; .. - . • . • • • ' • 

means other than demi>lition·or disaster. In. the· 1974'through 
1981 and i 983 ~urv~ys, the -d~ta o~ los~es ;.;f~r to all ho~sing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which.still con
tained one o~ more hoUsing units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of .change in 
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific 
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measures. The survey procedures do n~t include a measure of 
conversions and merg~rs and l:'nits ~dd~d fro~ other sour,ce~s 
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis-

• • •' •• J ••• 

sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not kno~n. 

Housing units changed by conversion-:-Co~versio!l refers to .the 
creation o~ two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partit~o.ns 
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple re_arrange-

ment in the use of space without str.~~tural alteratio'1, ~uch as 
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to fo_rm .a 
separate housing unit. 

Housing units changed by merger- A merger is the re_sult of 
combini~g two or more housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal o!.partitions or dismantling 
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple 
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such·as 
Unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing u.nits. 
·~ ch'a~ge in use also occurs, for example, when' a familY 
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a 
separate housing unit on each flo~r. 

Housing units 8dded through ot~er sources-Any hOusing unit 
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a uriit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from, ~ivir{g 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created 
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also 
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units, 
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net 
addiiion to the total invento,.Y since they presumably repreS8nt 
units l<?st in the· place from which they moved. A pr8v.iou~ly 
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the 
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing u~it. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population In housng units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are ~xclud.ed~ 

Occupied housing un~-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time Of the 
intervi8w or if the occupants are only temporarily absent, for 
example, o~ vacation. However, if the unit was occup~e~ entirely 
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit 
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied 

~Ou_si.ng units is the same as the coun! of households. 

: . : . ·. 
Race-The classification of "race" refers to the ra.ce of the· 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to 
report the race of the householder in··three categori8s~ White·. 
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes' American 
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Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race 
,·except White and Black, Figures on tenure are given separately 
for White and Black householders; housing units with 
householders of other races are Included In the total in table 1 
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of 
units with Black householder are presented In separate tables. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to the 
·origin· of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed 
•chliracteristlcs of units with householder of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on 
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their 
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those 
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American, 

°Chicario, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may 
be of any race . 

. care 'should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 

in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 ·cen
sus, atid other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 

surveys' repons, Spanish persons are identifed according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1983 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co

o~ner lives In the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid 
for. A cooperative or condominium unit Is owner occupied only 
if the owner or co-owner lives In It. All other occupied units are 
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent 
and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

Site tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobil'!. 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 

home& and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
l~ss than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living 
in th~ sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own n~r 
pay cash rent ·1or the site. 

Previous occupancy-The classification of previous occupancy 
i~ divided into two categories, ''previously occupied'' and ''not 

previously occupied.'' ''Previously occupied'' indicates that 
some person or persons, not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to 

the householder's or other related household member's occu
pancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
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householder or some other ~~rrent household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first 
occupant of the sample unit.· · .·, . . .. . ,, 

Cooperatives and condomlnl',;ma-A· cooperatlv~ is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of h()uiiing units I~ owned by a coi, 
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled 
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder In the 
corporation which owns the property. . .. 

A condominium Is a typ~ of ow~ershlp that enables a peisori 
to own an ap~rtment or house In a pro]ect of slmll~·riv owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit ocCupied.· The awrier rriay also hold .cOmmo~ or joint 

ownership in some or all common Brees such as ·grour1ds, 
hallways, 8ntranCes, el&vators, etc. · 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply: to va;io~S 
types of structUres including single-far:!"ilY houses, rowhous~~! 
townhouses, etc., as well as ePartment buildings. 

' . ~ : .. 
Duration· of occupancy-_ Data on '.'duratio_n of occupa~cy" are 
based on information for. the househol_der; the data refer. to the 

period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the householder lived in the housing unit "less than 3 
months" or "3 months or longer." A householder who "lived 
here last winter," must have moved into the.unit· prior to the 

previous February. 

Year householder moved Into unit-The.data are based on the 
inforr~ation'reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; If the householder moved from one apart
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported.- The 
Intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the· great majority of cases, the entire 
household moves st the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for 
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of 
householder on page App-18. 

Recent inov8rs-Households that mOved into their present 
ho~sing units within 12 months prior to the date of the Inter
view are termed "rece'nt movers." ·The household is classified 

by year moved into uni~ on the basis_ of infor.mation reported for 

the householder. 

P~esent and previous unhs .of recant movers-The present unit 
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover· householder 
at the time of. the interview. The previous unit is the housing 
unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved· more than once during the 1 2 months prior to the date 

of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the 

householder last moved. 
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Same or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 

r~strlct~d t? households that were essentially the same in the 
i:wo housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit is 
the same person as the householder in the previous unit (identi
fied in the tables as ''same householder'') is considered essen
tially the same even though there may have been some changes 
in t~e composition of the household. Conversely, a household 
in which there w.as no change except for a new householder was 
considered a household with "different householder." 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence- The statistics ~ 
prf'.'sented are restricted to housing units occupied- by recent 
movers in, which the present householder was also the 
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
into the present unit. The category "job related reasons" refers 
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new 
job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to 
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing need8" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change 
in racial or ethnic composition of neighborhood, wanted better 
neighbdfhood, wanted more exP.ensive place or better invest
ment, lower rent or less expensive house, wanted better house, 
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other 
public activity,· displaced by private action, wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and 
occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category ''other reasons'' includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 

Main reason for move Into present residence or neighborhood
The statistics p~esented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica
tion categories refer to _the principal reason the householder 
moved into the present unit. The category ''job related reasons'' 
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered 
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school 
attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be clo~er to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 
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The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborho9d, wanted. more ex
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con
veniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing 
needs. 

The category ''other reasons'' includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Homeownership-Data are shown for householders who, during 
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample 
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on propeny-These· statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units 
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on 
the property. The category "with owner on property" refers to 
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin
tendent. ''With resident manager or superintendent on property'' 
refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or other 
representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing unit-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it a.t the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elseWhere. 

New u'nits not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office; 
or quarters used for storing business supplies or inventory, 
machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" ~r "year-round." Seasonal units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy 
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop 
season. 

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for 
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which 
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year
·,round. A unit u·sed only occasionally throughout the year is also 

considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided 
as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" sis~ in
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if 
the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been paid 
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the 
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but 
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off marker-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off 
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant year
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use 
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify 
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and 
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are 
classified as seasonal and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupi~d by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewh~reJ-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewher~. that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered 
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at 
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If 
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be 
reported "occupied" and would be included in the count of oc
cupied units since the occupants are only tem'1orarily absent. 

Other vacant- If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any 
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified 
as "other vacant." For example, this category includes units held 
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a 
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reaSons of the 
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for "held for. 
Occasional use" or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing 
units, these categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts 

of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series. 
The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for "seasonal and 

migratory," "year-round, rented or sold, not occupied," "year-
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round, held for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" 

may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For 
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad

justed the survey counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant
seasonal and migratory'' units separately to independent cur
rent estimates. (See section on ''Estimation'' in appendix 8.) In 
1973, ''vacant-seasonal and migratory'' units were com
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented 
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacaiit) 
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent 
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981 
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in
dependent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate- The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 

homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., ell renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 

occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the laSt occupants 
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, 
therefore. do not provide a direct measure of the total length 
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which 
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted 
from the date construction was completed. For recently con
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by 
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded 

from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the cover
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials 
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or 
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up. 
This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the Jiousing unit are counted. 
These persons include not ·only occupants related to the 
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the householder. !Prior to 1980, head of. 
household was used, see definition of householder on page 
App-18.) The data on persons show categories of the number 
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives end sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same es a 
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms- The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from 
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves 
or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers 
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished atdcs 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persona per room-Persons per room is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures 
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified 
ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even through. used infrequently, are counted as 

. bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room 
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing 
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units 
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom: The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units 
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath 
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey ere classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facllltlea-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
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use of the occupants of the unit: 11 I An installed sink with piped 
water, 121 a range or cookstove, and 13) a mechanical 
r~frigerator. All kitchen facilities must be iocated in the struc
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment ere not consid~red as having a range 
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one'or all of the kitchen facilities 
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu
pant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number 
of housing units located in structures built witb a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per
sons can walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Basements in structures with occupied units are further 
classified by signs of water leakage. The category "with signs 
of water leakage'' consists of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs 
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. ''No 
signs of water leakage" means that thB basement shows no 
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are 
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing. 
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected, 
the unit was classified as havirig no signs of water leakage. 

Year structure bullt-Yaar structure built refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added 
to, or converted. The figures refer i:o the number of units in stfuc
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the 
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimates and er'e, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units In structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending 
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 
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Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer. it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, 

only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

EleVator In structure-Statistics on elevator in structure are for 
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more 
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as "without 

elevator'' in a structure of four floors or more if the structure 
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for 
freight. 

In a group of six or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and 
trailers that are gathered close tOgether are considered to be in 
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those 
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in ~rom 
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of 
Water leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows siQns 
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was 
classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceillngs- Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling 
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included 
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the 
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one· area of the broken plaster or Peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to 
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings a.re classifi&:d as boarded up if 
they are permanently vacant and show severe Signs of neglect: 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to pre~ent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of the house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 
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Common atalrwaya- The statistics on common stairways are 
presented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures wiih 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e .. 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail
ings. Common stairways are stairways which are usually used 
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Ught fixtures In publlc halls-These statistics are presented for 
housing units in structures of two-or-more units with public halls 
which have light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures 
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling 
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public 
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp ere not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having elec
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working elec
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room does not have 
an electric w811 outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall 
outlet is not considered to be an electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuses and circuit breakers-These statistics are 
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3. 
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to 
households whose householder has been at the present address 
for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown 
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the temporary loss of 
electricity until the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset. 
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or eqUipment (such as 
some large air conditioners) are counted as "blown fuses or 
tripped breaker switches." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing fac111tlea- The category "with ell plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which hBve hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
sho'wer inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does 
not have all three specified plumbing facilities lhot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
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or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub 
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the 
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A 
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower 
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com
plete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with· all 
bathroom facilites but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-A public system or private 
company refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units. 
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes 
are included in the "other" category. 

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure, 
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns 
or failures in the water supply. 

The water may be available from sources such as a sink, 
washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as 
having ''no piped water inside structure'' if the unit has no piped 
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another building. Data 

on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the 
~ousing unit was completely without running water from its 
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely 
without running water if (1) the water system serving the unit 
supplied no water at all, (2) no water was available in the unit 
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc
ture, or {3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the 
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in the 
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.I were all inoperable. If the faucet in 
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working, 
the unit was not classified as being completely without water. 

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply 
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source of the problem. "Prob
lems inside the building'' refer to such problems as broken pipes 
in the housing unit (or building) or turning the water off in the 
housing unit (or building) for maintenance and repairs. · -
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"Problems outside the building" refer to such problems as 
power failures. breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by_ 
the water company for maintenance and repairs. 

Availability of piped water-Units with no piped w~ter in the 
building are classified by whether piped water is available within 
a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal-A public sewer is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or. private 
organization. A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank 
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the "other"category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage 
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage 
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The 
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded 
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or 
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least 90 days prior 
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Flush toilet- The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush 
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities 
With only one flush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one 
complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The 
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes, 
st9pped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the fiush toilet, 
or some other reason. 

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are 
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the 
most common source of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes 
in the unit (or building), a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty 
flushing mechanism. "Problems outside the building" refer to 
such breakdowns or failures as breaks in the main water or sewer 
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or 
repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Equipment. Fuels, and Services 

Telephone available-A housing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve· the 
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occupants of several units. The number of housing units with 
a telephone available,·therefore, does not indicate the number 
of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-Warm-air furnace refers to a central system 
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms. 
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling 
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and 
a compressor to provide heating in the winter end cooling in the 
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts 
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water 
refers to-a central heating system in which heat from steam or 
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings. or baseboards. A floor. wall, or pipeless furnace delivers 
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s) 
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn 
gas, oil, kerosen8, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters 
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns 
gas, oil, or kerosene and Coes not connect to a flue, vent, or 
chimney .. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room 
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids. 
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene. 
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel. as well as portable electric 
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating equiprnent, data are 
shown for housing units occupied by the householder during the 
winter. prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the householder must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 19~3. 

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used 
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be 
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or 
downed power lines. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing unrts 
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To q~alify as having lived here 
"last winter" the householder must have moved into the unit 
prior to February 1983. 

Separate data are shown for unrts with additional heat source, 
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units 
with closed rooms. The term ''specified heating eqtlipment'' in
cludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in 

electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters 
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heate_rs. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with 
"specified heating equipment'" which had to use additional 
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system 
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because the regular system did not provide enough heat. Addi
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or 
portable heaters. may have been used only in themornings or 
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot 
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat. 

"Rooms lacking specified heat source" include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with 
''specified heating equipment'' which did nOt contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con
sidered to be a room for this item. 

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed 
beca~se they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have 
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous 
winter, and the unit must have "heating equipment." For this 
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating equip
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item 
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types 
of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants of the 
unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unrt; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans, 
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window 
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room, 
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room. 
A central system is a central installation which air conditions 
the entire housing unrt. In an apartment building, a central system 
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have 
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each 
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments .. A 
central installation with individual room controls is a central air
conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-Utility gas is gas piped through underground 
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. Bottled. 
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil 
normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the 
heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasoline, 
alcohol. and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup
plied by means of above or underground electric power lines. 
Coal or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered 
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood·or wood 
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy 
available from sunlight as a heating fuel source. 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Extermination service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address for 

at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con
tainers. Regular extermination service refers to periodic visits 
by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and 
sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service 
interval may be once a month, four times a year, or any other 
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by 
~an exter~inator who is called only when needed by the 
household or building manager, or where it is known that a 
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in 
a house or building that has. not been serviced during the 12 
months prior to the interview and where it is not known if there 
is any extermination service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex
cellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services-The 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's opinion and 
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect the actual 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor about the 
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may feel 
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
inadequate while a neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wish to move-Data on neighborhood conditions are based on 
the respondent's answers to a three-part question concerning 
specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked 11) 
if the condition was present, (2) if the condition was bothersome, 
and (3) if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent 
would like to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by children 
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any 
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the respondent's 
opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are con
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used 
for wa.ter or sewage drainage. 

3. Crime-This category refers to all forms of street and 
neighborhood crime suCh as petty theft, assaults against the 
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the 
respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such 
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty 
lots, or on properties· on the street, which the respondent 
considers as litter. 

5. Abandoned buildings-This category refers to both single and 
multiunit buildings which the respondent reported to be 
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re
mains of previous buildings. 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to commer
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both large and 
small industries as well as buSinesse.S 'and stores, that the 
respondent considers to be nonresideritial. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion con
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factories, busin8sses, etc. 

Neighborhood services -Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions con
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recr.ea
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were covered by 
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked ( 1) if 
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and (2) if the 
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like 
to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Police protection-This category refers to the respondent'$ 
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response 
tirn.e of services that should be provided by the police. 

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or 
swimming pools-This category refers to the respondent's 
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities. 

3. Hospitals and health clinics- This category refers to the 
quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving the local 
community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on p~blic 
transportation: ( 1) if service is available, (2) if service is satisfac
tory, and (3) if any member of the household used the service 
at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood 
shopping such ~s grocery stores and drug stores, and whether 
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part question· on public 
elementary schools: ( 1 ) if children within the household attended 
public elementary school or private elementary school, (2) if the 
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (3) if the public 
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood- The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood ac
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respqndent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell .for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 
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Value-Income ratio- The value-income ratio is computed by 
I· 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income 
of the family or prim_ary individual. The data are presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated 
lsee ''Value'' for excl~sions). The ratio was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting 
value, ·respondents were asked to select an appropriate class 
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the 
compUtation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of 
$3,500-was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean 
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For 
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net 
loss make up the category ''not computed.'' 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. 

Garage or carport on property- The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i~e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is Currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or"furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for' some reason cannot be used 
for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment Or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 

A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instrurTients as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, ~olds the title to the pro~erty until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 

of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the 
category units with no mort9age. Also included in this category 
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays 
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases, 
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 
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Major source of down payment-This item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing 
other than mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure 
was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract- The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile 
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their 
purchase make up the category, "with installment loan or 
contract.'' 

Mortgage Insurance-The data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units with a mortgage. lri adddition, the units must be 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner
occupied cooperatives, condominiums, and mobile homes and 
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provide!d to the 
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage 
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection 
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent, 
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal 
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee 
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration (FHA), 
the Veterans' Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home 
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or 
guaranteed by FHA, VA, or the Farmers Home Administration 
are referred to as "conventional" mortgages. Mortgage debts 
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are 
not included in the category "insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers 
Home Administration.'' 

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes: 
The Veterans' Administration guarantees or insures loans under 
the Serviceman's Readjustment Act (G.I. Bill). The Farmers Home 
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con
fines its assistance to rural areas. 

Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro
tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans. 
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower 
pays an insurance premium as part of the monthly mortgage pay
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable 

from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included 
in the category "not insured or insured by private mortgage 
insurance.'' 

Monthly mortgage payment- The data are limited to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if 
they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 
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Real estate taxes last year- The data are restricted to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to lhe yearly total amount of all real estate taxes 
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It 
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are 
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real 
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount 
for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for lest year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presen~ed. Housing units 
for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation 
of the mean. 

Property Insurance-This refers to fire end hazard insurance; that 
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss 
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in

surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types 
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate am<?unt for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 1-2-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected 
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as 
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied 
cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs- The date ere presented 
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
ow-ner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is 
the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment 
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile 
home or trailer site if the site is owned}, property insurance, 
utilities (electricity, gas, water. and sewage disposal), fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), end garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report 
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did 
not report their real estate taxes ere included in the "not 
reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes and trailers, 
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not 
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included 
in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly housing coats ea percentage of Income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income_ qf the 
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the 
same owner-occupied unrts for which selected monthly housing 
costs were tabulated (for exclusions, see "selected monthly 
housing costs"). The percentage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent. 
For income and selected monthly housing costs, th~ .doll~r 
amounts were used. Units occupied by families or primary indi
viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the 
category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage 
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the ''not 
reported" category. 

Alterations and repairs during the lest 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10-aCres 
without a commercial establishment ~r medical or dental office 
on the property. 

The data are presented according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less then $250 but the sum total was over $250, 
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of th& jobs 
by themselves cost $250 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, or 
below an existing unit in order to incrBase the enclosed space 
within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement added 
onto a house. It may also· be construction of other buildings on 
the property. The building, such es a garage, may not necessarily 
be attached. 

Alterations - These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding grounds. 
Alterations inside the structure include any type of remodeling 
resulting in permanent modification of space; for example, con
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve com
pletely remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or 
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas 
by a permanent room divider. It may also include attached equip
ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in 
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting 
trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements - This refers to the complete substitution of a new 
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an 
old item that was previously there; for example, a new gas fur
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer 
functioned properly. Excluded ere appliances such as clothes 
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 
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Repairs- This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
·'Preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equipment; 
:·for example, paintiri'Q, papering, floor sending, mending water 
i)ipeS, and replacing·parts of large equipment such as a furnace 

·valve. 

PurChaae price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home a~qulred-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year 
~cquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses
sion of the mobile.home or trailer, not the year the mobile home 
or trailer.was manufactured. ··Acquired'' includes purchase as 
~ell as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance, 
gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acqu!red new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobil_e homes and trailers on less than· 10 acres. Acquired neW 
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home 
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude ,one-unit structures on 
1 O acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 

not. restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed-"gross rent," is the con
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items ere paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intttnded to eliminate differen
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities a.nd 
fuelS as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water 
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted 
to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 1 O acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rant in nonsubsidlzad housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous
ing projects. units with Federal, State, or local government rent 
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
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In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, t~erefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Grosa rant as percentage of Income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units 

for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross 
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain 
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed 
s&parately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole 
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are 
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid 
and units occupied by families or primary ind1viduals who report 
no income or a net loss comprise the category ''not computed.'' 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1-970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Grosa rant In nonsubsldlzed housing as percentage of Income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rent and income for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized 
units in this report are not based on government or local records; 
they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to 
property classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion In rent (garbage collectlon)-Counts ere shown 
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is 
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied 
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures 
on 1 0 acres or more. 

Included are housing units which have garbage collection 
service available in connection with the building. The service may 
be public or private and must be availab!e without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food wastel is collected by one com
pany and the trash (paper. cans, etc.) by another, the data refer 
to the garbage coll8ction service. 

Rent asked-For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount 
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for rent, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water) and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown 
fOr housing units in which the rent includes payment for utilities 
and fuels, as well as garbage collection service. 

Public. prtvata, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 

public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
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the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing. 
· Private housing units are further classified by whether the units 
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because 
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the 
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses. 
These programs include ( 1) the interest subsidy programs of the 
,Department of Housing end Urban Development (HUD) for rental 
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) the 
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid 
by HUD, and (31 the direct loan program of HUD for housing the 
elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, sub
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit 
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same 
as the cOunt of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 18 years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973 
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One 
person in each househol~ was designated as the head, that is 
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent. 
However, if .a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered th8 head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person households. Households having 
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives- Each household in this 
group consists of the householder and spouse, and ot~er per
sons, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder- This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife 
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are 
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with 
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with 
them. 

Other female householder- This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
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and wife ma,intain separate residences; and female householders 

who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with female householder. husband present, and 
nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-person households.'' 

Family or primary Individual-Housing units are occupied by 
ejther families or primary individuals. The term ''family'' refers 
to the householder and all lone or more) other persons living in 
the same household who are related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a ''primary 
individual.'' 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families. 
A lodger, servant, or other person· unrelated to the householder 
is considered a member of the household but not o"f the family. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are always 
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person 
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with 
them are tabulated a~ other male or female householder. Primary 
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-p~rson 
households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or witho~t 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple 
sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of household•-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the 
householder. who are members of the household and are 65 
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years 
old and over. 

Own children under 18 years old-Statistics on presence of own 
children of householder, are shown in this report. A child under 
18 years old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter. stepchild, or'adopted child of a 
householder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 
total count of own children. · 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption except 
wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoptioo. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in tl1is 
category. 
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Years of school completed by houaaholder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed end not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which 'may advance a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni
versity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in 
other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed 
was in a foreign school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to repon the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the following types of schools is not counted as "regular 
schooling": Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

Income- The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 1 2 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
eniPloyment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in
Come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes,· Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Me~icare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder and all other 
members of the family 15 years old and over, or the income of 
the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in the unit but 
not related to the householder ere not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an·employee at any time during 
the 1 2-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipt& of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; disability 
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of deceased 
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for 
Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of retire
ment, disability, end survivors' benefit payments made by the 
U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act ere also 
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included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; Interest; net rental income lor loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received fro.m public assistance programs, such 
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, 
and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training pro
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpower 
Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation cash 
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administration to 
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 
from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in
come: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the.home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the same household; and 
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics end the characteristics of the household 
refer to different periods in time. For 1 983, the income data refer 
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calender year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members 
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per
sons no longer resided with the family et the time of the ·inter

. view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 

reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for 
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 1 2 
mOnths prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the 
various ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey proce
dures end techniques, and processing procedures. 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing makes up .all hous
ing units in urbanized areas end in places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside urbanized areas~ More specifically, urban hous
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin), but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC( 1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm-nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less 
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$25Q or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview. 
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units 
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties-The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed 
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and 
are treated as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropolitan statlatlcal areas-The definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey (AHSI correspond to the 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's 

defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, O.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, 
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result 
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected 
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one- city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria. they 
are socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen
tral city. and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used 
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of the Budget publication 
cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central city." refer to all hous
irig units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities, 
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers 
were instructed to read the questions directly from the question
naire. The definitions and explanations given for each subject 
are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and 
procedural materials used in the collection of the data. This 
material helped the field interviewers to understand more fully 
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or 
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under
standing the statistics. 

Comparability with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 
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through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of 
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through 
1981and1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981and1983 
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units. but 
in 1973, a housing unit was counted es a loss only when the 
whole structure in which the unrt was located was lost from the 
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished 
tabulations; however. the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabulations. 

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures 
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The 
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data 
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates 
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household 
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through 
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than 
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in 

appendix 8. 
Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par

ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relativelY small 
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year tO 
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix 8). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data- The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of the 
''recent mover'' classification (see parts D and E of this series). 
In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are households 
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the inter
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume 
II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period 
for "year moved into unit" is 1969 to March 1970 (1 ~ years); 
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period 
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume 
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 ~nnual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These ·include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences_ in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to 
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the 
sample data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 
with the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling 
errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given 
for the United States and for 1 5 selected SMSA's in the 1970 
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Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of hou-sing units enumerated in late 1970 as part Of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the ''year structure built'' item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data ere based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and 
owners·. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit 
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it 
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. 
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data- Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS). 

There a·re one major difference and two minor differences, 
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is 
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing 
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires 
a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct access or 
complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete 
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re
quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the 
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons, 
not related to the person in charge, were classified as group 
quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine 
or more persons not related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS. 
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census, 
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units. 
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter
occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional 
differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the 
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the 
nonsampling errors associated with the censu.s data. 

Comparablllty with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on responses to two questions-the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was _completed. 

In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
b8sed o~ responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore, 
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last been 
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed. 

Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparability with other currant reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 

other current Census Bureau reports, sUch as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care 
should be taken when comparing data from the Annual Housing 
Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey- Data on vacancy 
rat_es and characteristics. of vacant units from the -Housing -
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey. with a sample size of approximatley 71.000 units (inter
views obtained for approximately 60YOOO occupied and vacant 
housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the 

Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data 
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports, 
Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ

ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability, 

APPENDIX A-Continued 

nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title, "Current 
Population Reports." Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is tha same, there is a major dif
ference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the intervie'h'. are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 

residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 
"movers." 

There also may be significant differences in the data on inCome 
and years of school completed. The time period covering income 
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to 

the date of the interview, while the time period for income data 

in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior 
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences 
in the way income questions are asked. For "years of school 

completed by householder,'' the differences cited in the section, 

"Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
.of the figures from· the two surveys, survey.procedures-and 
technitjues, and processing procedures. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general 
title, ''Current Construction Reports.'' The data for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Construction. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16 ,000 
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports 
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, housing 
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous
ing, and value·of new construction put in place.- The-concepts -

and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us

ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that 

the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics 
of housing units in various stages of construction through com
plet~on. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and 

characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 

the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques. and 
processing procedures. 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel 
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living 
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential 
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives), 
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing unit-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those 
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per
sons in the structure and which have either ( 1) direct access 
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which 
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit 
or by the general public or 12) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who 
share living arrangements (except as described in the section 
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness, 
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the 
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the 
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes, 
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quaners-Group quarters are living arrangements for in
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group q"arters are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military 
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person 
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the 
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses. etc. -Mobile homes or 
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing 
units if vacant, used only for business, or used or\ly for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and 
simih,ir places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied by permanent residents. 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remajning quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-
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tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they 
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or person 
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory 
staff and other employees are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con

sidered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round houSlng units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units 
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report does present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports 
shown for ''all year-round housing units'' may not be comparable 
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because 
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an 
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal 
and migratory'' units were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total 
of 'the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing units and for "all year-round housing units" 
adhere more closely to the independently derived current 
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and 
1983 characteristics for "all occupied units," "owner oc
cupied,'' and ''renter occupied'' are, however, comparable wi~h 
the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Units added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion.'' Information was collected on vacant units under construc
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were 
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built 
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before 
th'e interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new 
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970 
census sample records of units built in 1960 or later. 
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Units lost from the Inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1973 or later through demolition, disaster, or other means. 
Separate counts of ''demolition or disaster'' losses and of ''other 
losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 through 
1 981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those in struc· 
tures that were not completely lost. 

Units lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of. 
a pu~lic agency or as a result of action on the pan of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as .units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted 
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in 
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data 
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 

In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when 
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for 
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1983 
survey. 

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are 
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors; or windows no longer 
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because 
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house 
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or 
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health 
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited. 

4. Housing units klst by change to entirely nonresidential 

use. 
5. Housing units moved from site since October 1973. Such 

moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inVentory since they presumably represent units 
added in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through 
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con
tained one or more housing units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of change in 
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific 
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measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of 
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources 
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known. 

Housing units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions 
to form another housing unn:. Change in use is a simple rearrange
ment in the use of space without structural alteration, such as 
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form a 
separate housing unit. 

Housing units changed by merger-A merger is the result of 
co'mbining two or more housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling 
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple 
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such as 
unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing units. 
A change in use also occurs, for example, when a family 
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a 
separate housing unit on each floor. 

Housing units added through other sources-Any housing unit 
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created 
from nonresidential space such as a store, garage, or barn. Also 
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units; 
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net 
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent 
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously 
vac~nt mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the 
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Population In housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing Wiits-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if-the occupants are only temporarily absent, for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied entirely 
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit 
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied 
housing units is the same as the count of households. 

Race-The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to 
report the race of the householder in three categories: White, 
Black (Negro), and other. The last category includes American 
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Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, J.apanese, Korean, and any other race 
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately 
for White and Black householders; housing units with 
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1 
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed charactaristics of 
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 

Spanish origln-_The classification ''Spanish origin'' refers to the 
origin of the householder occupying the housing unit. Detailed 
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on 
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their 
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those 
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American, 
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may 
be of any race. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the astimated counts of Spanish-origin households batween 
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin housaholds may be 
significantly overstatad in tha South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are assentially the 
same as the 1983 AHS, except the catagory "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid 
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only 
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are 
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent 
and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

She tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 

u 
are buying the site on which the mobile home 1.is located. The 
site is considered rented if th'e occupants pay a rental fee for 
the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someon~ not living 
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor 
pay cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy- The classification of previous occupancy 
is divided into two categories, "previously occupied"·and "not 
previously occupied.'' ''Previously occupied'' indicates that 
some person or persons, not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to 
the householder's or other related household member's occu
pancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 
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householder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first 
occupant of the samplEi unit. 

Cooperadves and condominiums- A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entit18d 
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the 
corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a persc:in 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likaly the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrarices, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses, 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duratl~n of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the householder; the data refar to the 
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown On 
whether the householder lived in the housing unit "less than 3 
months" or "3 months or longer." A householder who "lived 
here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to the 
previous February. 

Year householder moved Into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if tha householdar moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire 
household moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit was collected for 
the head of household. For an explanation, sae the definition of 
householder on page App-1 B. 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported _for 

the housaholder. 

Present and previous units of recent movers-The present unit 
is the housing unit occupied by the. recent mover householder 
at the time of the interview. The previous unit is the housing 
unit from which the housaholder moved. If the housaholder 
moved more than once during the 1 2 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the 
householder last moved. 
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Sama or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit is 
the same person as the householder in the previous unit (identi
fied in the tables as "same householder") is considered essen
tially the same even though there may have been some changes 
in the composition of the household. Conversely. a household 
in which there was no change except for a new householder was 
considered a household with "different householder." 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder." 

Main reason for move from previous residence- The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied· by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the 
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories refer to the principal reason the householder moved 
into the present unit. The category ''job related reasons'' refers 
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new 
job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category ''family status'' refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to 
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
Without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change 
in racial or ethnic composition of neighborhood, wanted better 
rieighborhood, wanted more expensive place or better invest
ment, lower rent or less expetisive house, wanted better house, 
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other 
public activity, displaced by private action, wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and 
occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and other reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 

Main reason for move Into presant residence or neighborhood

The ~~~tistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica
tion categories refer to the principal reason the householder 
r:noved into the present unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered 
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school 
attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
children, and schools. 
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The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, w8nted more ex
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con
veniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing 
needs. 

The category ''other reasons'' includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Home!c>wnershlp-Data are;shown for householders who, during 
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample 
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property-These statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units 
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on 
the property. The category "with owner on property" refers to 
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin
tendent. "With resident manager or superintendent on property" 
refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or other 
representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing unit-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it a.t the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elseWhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence· 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office; 
or quarters used for storing business supplies or inventory, 
machinery, or agricultural products. 

The conceptsrand definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are ·the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." Seasonal units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy 
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop 
season. 

Year-round vacant housing units are available or intended for 
occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which 



APP,ENDIX A-Continued 

is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also 
considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided 
as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also in
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if 
the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 

vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been paid 
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the 
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but 
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market-A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off 
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacant&. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant year
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use 
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify 
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and 
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are 
classified as seasonal and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhere}-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 

' place of residence is held for the household and is not offered 
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at 
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If 
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be 
reported "occupied" and would be included in the count of oc
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant- If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any 
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified 
es ''other vacant.'' For example, this category. includes units held 
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a 
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal ·reasons of the 
owner. If separate distributions are not presented for "held for 
occasional use" or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing 
units, these categories are also included. 

Characteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts 
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series. 

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round, rented or sold, not occupied," "year-
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round, held for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" 

may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For 
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad
justed the survey counts of "vacant year-round" and "vacant
seasonal and migratory" units separately to independent cur
rent estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in appendix B.) In· 
1973, ''vacant-seasonal and migratory'' units were com
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented 
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) 
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent 
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981 
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in
dependent estimates than the 1973 data. 

Homeowner vacancy rate- The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., ell owner-occupied unit~ 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant ~nits for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or renteQ, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy ref~r 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last occupants 

n:ioved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, 
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length 
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which 
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted 
from the date construction was completed. For recently con
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by 
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded 
from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the cover
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials 
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A~one-unit structure '?r 
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up. 
This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persona-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the 
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partner&, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of 
household was used, see definition of householder on page 
App-18.) The data on persons show categories qf the number 
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the 
~umber of housing units. 

A person is counted et the usual place of residence for thet 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a 
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

.Rooms-The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that are 
~uitable for year-round use. and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit. 
;• A pa.rtially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from 
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves 
or cabinets. 
.. _Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers 
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-Persons per room is computed for each 
occupied hous_ing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures 
s~own refer to the number of housing units having the specified 
ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even through used infrequently. are counted as 
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room 
~ith a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing 
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units 
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is Spplied only to units 
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath 
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet. 

Structural Charactaristics 

Conventional housing units-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified as conventional. 

Complete kitchen facUltles-A housing unit has complete kitchen 
facilities when it has all three of the following for the exclusive 
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use of the occupants of the unit: ( 11 An installed sink with piped 
water. 121 e range or cookstove, end (31 e mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range 
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facillties are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities 
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu
pant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number 
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per
sons cen walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Basements in structures with occupied units are further 
classified by signs of water leakage. The category "with signs 
of water leakage" consists of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs 
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. "No 
signs of water leakage" means that the basement shows no 
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage are 
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing. 
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected, 
the unit was classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Year structure built-Year structure built refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added 
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc
tures built during the specified periods and in existence at the 
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimates and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
.the year built for the building. 

Units In structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 

The statisticS: _are presented for the number of. housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one
u~it structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending 
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 
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Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, 

only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator In structure-Statistics on elevator in structure are for 
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more 
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ''without 

elevator" in a structure of four floors or more if the structure 
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for 
.freight. 

In a group of six or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and 
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in 
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those 
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from 
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of 
water leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs 
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was 
classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and ceilings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling 
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included 
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the 
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open c.racks or 
holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to 
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on seme street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings are classified as boarded up if 
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect: 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of the house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 
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Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are 
presented for housing units in two-or-more-unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are k>ose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail
ings. Common stairways are stairways which are usually used 
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Ught fixtures in public halls-These statistics are presented for 
housing units in structures of two-or-more units with public halls 
which have light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures 
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling 
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public 
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is .classified as having elec
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least one working elec
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room does not have 
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall 
outlet is not considered to be an electric well outlet. 

Electric fuses and circuit breakers- These statistics are 
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to 
households whose householder has been at the present address 
for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown 
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the temporary loss of 
electricity until the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset. 
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or equipment (such as 
some large air conditioners) are counted as "blown fuses or 
tripped breaker switches." 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facllltlas- The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water' 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shOwer inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does 
not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
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or that the toilet or bathing facilities ere also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A hoUsing unit is classified as having a 
comp.late bathroom if It has a room with a flush toilet and bathtub 
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the 
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A 
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower 
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com
plete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilites but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-A public system or private 
company refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing units. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units. 
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes 
~re included in the "other" category. 

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure, 
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns 
or failures in the water supply. 

The water may be available from sources such as a sink, 
washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as 
having ''no piped water inside structure'' if the unit has· no piped 
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another building. Data 
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
s.ecutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the 
housing unit was completely without running water from its 
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely 
without running water if ( 1) the water system serving the unit 
supplied no water at all, (2) no water was available in the unit 
due to a breakdown or failure in the water supply inside the struc
ture, or (3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the 
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in t~e 
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.I were all inoperable. If the fauc8t in 
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working, 
the unit was not classified as being completely without water. 

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply 
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source of the problem. "Prob
lems inside the building'' refer to such problems as broken pipes 
in the housing unit (or building) or turning the water off in the 
housing unit (or building) for maintenance and repairs. 
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"Problems outside the building" refer to such problems as 
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by 
the water company for maintenance and repairs. 

Avallablllty of piped water-Units with no piped water in the 
building are classified by whether piped water is available within 
a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal-A public ~ewer is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank 
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the "other"category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage 
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage 
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The 
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded 
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or 
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least 90 days prior 
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Flush toilet- The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush 
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities 
with only one flush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one 
complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The 
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the flush toilet. 
or some other reason. 

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are 
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the 
most common source of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes 
in the unit (or building), a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty 
flushing mechanism. "Problems outside the building" refer to 
such breakdowns 01 failures as breaks in the main water or sewer 
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or 
repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of. flush toilet are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Equipment. Fuels. and Services 

Telephone available-A !:lousing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
for receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inSide the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 
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occupants of several units. The number of housing units with 
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number 
of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-Warm-air furnace refers to a central system 
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms. 
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling 
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and 
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the 
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts 
to the rooms are included in this category. Steam or hot water 
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or 
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built· 
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers 
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s) 
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec· 
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn 
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters 
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns 
gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or 
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room 
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids. 
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene, 
gasoline, fuel oil. or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric 
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 
removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 
reported. 

For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are 
shown for housing units occupied by the householder during the 
winter prior- to the interview if the equipment was unu·sable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the householder must have 
moved into the unit prior to February 1 983. 

Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used 
for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be 
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or 
downed power lines. 

Insufficient heat-Th~ statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived here 
"last winter" the householder must have moved into the unit 
prior to February 1 983. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units 
with closed rooms. The term ''specified heating equipment'' in· 
eludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built·in 
electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters 
with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with 
"specified heating equipn:ient" which had to use additional 
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system 
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because the regular system did not provide enough heat. Addi
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or 
portable heaters, m".ly have been used only in the mornings or 
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot 
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat. 

''Rooms lacking specified heat source'' include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with 
''specified heating equipment'' which did not contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con· 
sidered to be a room for this item. 

In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed 
because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have 
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous 
winter, and the unit must have "heating equipment." For this 
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating equip
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item 
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types 
of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants of the 
unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans, 
blowers which are not connected to a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window 
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room, 
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room. 
A central system is a central installation which air conditions 
the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system 
may cobl all apartments in the building; each apartment may have 
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each 
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A 
central installation with individual room controls is a central air
conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-Utility gas is gas piped through underground 
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. Bottled, 
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil 
normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the 
heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasoline, 
alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup
plied by means of above or underground electric power lines. 
Coal or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered 
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood'or wood 
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy 
available from sunlight as a heating fuel source. 

Services and Neighborhood Conditions 

Extermination service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address for 
at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview and who 
reported that they had seen mice or rats or signs or traces of 
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice and rats or traces of their presence in
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con
tainers. Regulaf extermination service refers to periodic visits 
by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and 
sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service 
interval may be once a month, four times a year, or any other 
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by 
an exterminator who is called only when needed by the 
household or building manager, or where it is known that a 
building is serviced but it is not known whether the service is 
regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in 
a house or building that has not been serv.iced during the 12 
months prior to the interview and where it is not known if there 
is any extermination service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was asked to rate the street or neighborhood as ex
cellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services- The 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's opinion and 
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect the actual 
description of the neighborhood.- Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor about :the 
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may feel 
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
inadequate while a neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wish to move-Data on neighborhood conditions are based on 
the respondent's answers to a three-pan question concerning 

-specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked ( 1) 
if the condition was present, (2) if the condition was bothersome, 
and (3) if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent 
would like to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by children 
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any 
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the respondent's 
opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved. are con
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used 
for wa_ter or sewage drainage. 

3. Crime-This category refers to all forms of street and 
neighborhood crime suCh as petty theft, assaults against the 
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the 
respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such 
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty 
lots, or on properties on the street, which the respondent 
considers as litter. 

5. Abandoned buildings-This category refers to both single and 
multiunit buildings which the respondent reported to be 
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re
mains of previous buildings. 
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6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers to commer
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both large and 
smell industries as well as businesses and stores, that the 
respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion con
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factories, businesses, etc. 

Neighborhood services-Data on neighborhood services are 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions con
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recrea
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were covered by 
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked ( 1) if 
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and (2) if the 
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like 
to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Police protection-This category refers to the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response 
time of services that should be provided by the police. 

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or 
swimming pools-This category refers to the respondent's 
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities. 

3. Hospitals and health clinics- This category refers to the 
quality and proximity of health facilities, etc .. serving the local 
community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public 
transponation: (1) jf service is available, (2) if service is satisfac· 
tory, and (3) if any member of the household used the service 
at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood 
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and whether 
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public 
elementary schools: (1) if children within the household attended 
public elementary school or private elementary school, (2) if the 
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (31 if the public 
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood- The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood ac
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The respondent was asked 
to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respqndent's estimate of how much the 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 
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Value-Income ratio- The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income 
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated 
(see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting 
value." respondents were asked to select an appropriate class 
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of 
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean 
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For 
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who reported no income ·or net 

loss make up the category "not computed." 
The 1983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 

date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 

calendar year 1 969. 

Salas price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental offi_ce on the property. 

Garage or carport on property-The garage or carport must be 
currently ava_ilable for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be used 

for parking. 

Mortgage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
an.d vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 

of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category 
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays 
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases, 

rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 
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Major source of down payment-This item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes capital used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing 
other than mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure 

was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract-The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile 
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their 
purchase make up the category, "with installment IOan or 

contract.'' 

Mortgage Insurance-The data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner
occupied cooperatives, condominiums, and mobile homes and 
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provided to the 
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage 
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection 
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent, 
and by Private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal 
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee 
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration (FHA), 
the Veterans' Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home 
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or 
guaranteed by FHA. VA, or the Farmers Home Administration 
are referred to as "conventional" mortgages. Mortgage debts 
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are 

not included in the category "insur.ed by FHA, VA, or Farmers 

Home Administration.'' 

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes. 
The Veterans' Administration guarantees or insures loans under 
the Serviceman's Readjustment Act (G.I. Bill). The Farmers Home 
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con

fines its assistance to rural areas. 
Private mortgage insurance companies provide insurance pro

tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans wit~ higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans. 
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for 
noninsured !oans but terms are generally longer and the borrower 
pays an insurance premium as part of the monthly mortgage pay
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable 

from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included 
in the category "not insured or insured by private mongage 

inSurance.'' 

Monthly mortgage payment-The data are limited to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire hazard insurance costs are excluded from the data even if 
they are included in ,the regular payment to the lender. 



App-16 

Real estate taxes last year- The data are restricted to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yearly total amount of all real estete taxes 
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It 
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are 
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real 
estate taxes are included in the mortgage, a separate amount 
for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing units 
for which no taxes are paid ere excluded from the computation 
of the mean. 

Property Insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that 
is, policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss 
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in
surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types 
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 1·2-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected 
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs es 
percentage of income. The data are presented separately for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied 
cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly houalng costs-The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied. mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. Separate 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is 
the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment 
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile 
hOme or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, 
utilities (electricity, gas, water, and sewage disposal), fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report 
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did 
not report their real estate taxes are included in the "not 
reported" category. Likewise, for mobile homes end trailers, 
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not 
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included 
in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly houalng costs aa percentage of Income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which selected monthly housing 
costs were tabulated (for exclusions, see "selected monthly 
housing costs''). The percentage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent. 
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the dollar 
amounts were used. Units occupied by families or primary indi
viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the 
category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage 
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the "not 
reported" category. 

Alterations and repairs during the last 12 months-The statistics 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental office 
on the property. 

The data are presented according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250, 
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs 
by themselves cost $250 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above, or 
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed space 
within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement added 
onto a house. It may also· be construction of other buildings on 
the property. The building, such as a garage, may not necessarily 
be attached. 

Alterations - These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding grounds. 
Alterations inside the structure include any type of remodeling 
resulting in permanent modification of space; for example, con
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve com
pletely remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or 
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas 
by a permanent room div!der. It may also include attached equip
.ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in 
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting 
trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements-This refers to the complete substitution of a new 
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an 
old item that was previously there; for example, a new gas fur
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer 
functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such as clothes 
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 
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Repairs-This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
preventive care of the structure, property, or fixed equipment; 
for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water 
pipes, and replacing parts of large equipment such as a furnace 
valve. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
the time of purchase inc!uding ~he down payment but excluding 
site costs or closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 
occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year 
acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses
sion of the mobile ho.me or trailer, not the year the mobile home 
or trailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes purchase as 
well as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance, 
gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than. 10 acres. Acquired new 
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile home 
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied without pay
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rerit in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed ''gross rent,'' is the con
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water} and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.} 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend} in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and 
fuels as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water 
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted 
to monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 10 acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 
by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as no cash rent in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous
ing projects, units with Federal, State, or local government rent 
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
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In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit as sub
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of Income-The yearly gross rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individual. 
The percentage is presented for the same renter-occupied units 
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on gross 
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclusion of certain 
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is computed 
separately for each unit and is rounded to the nearest whole 
number. For gross rent and income, the dollar amounts are 
used in the computation. Units for which no cash rent is paid 
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report 
no income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1983 income statistics are for the 1 2 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1 969. 

Gross rent In nonsubsldized housing as percentage of Income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rent and income for public 
and subsidized housing units are excluded. Data on nonsubidized 
unrts in this report are not based on government or local records; 
they are, therefore, subject to the ability of a respondent to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion In rent (garbage collectlon}-Counts are shown 
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is 
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied 
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structures 
on 10 acres or more. 

Included are housing units which have garbage collection 
service available in connection with the building. The service may 
be public or private and must be available without additional cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one com' 
pany and the trash (paper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer 
to the garbage collection service. 

Rent asked-For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount 
asked for the unit at the time of the interview and may differ 
from the rent contracted for when the unit was occupied. The 
data are for vacant, yea·r-round housing units for rent, excluding 

one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricity, gas, and water} and fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown 
for housing units in which the rent includes payment for utilities 
and fuels, as well as garbage collection service. 

Publlc. private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a public housing project if the sfructure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, such as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and operated as 

public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
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the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing. 
· Private housing units are further classified by whether the units 
are subsidized: that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because 
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the 
cost of construCtion, building mortgage, or operating expenses. 
These programs include ( 11 the interest subsidy programs of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUDI for rental 
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, (2) the 
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid 
by HUD, and (31 the direct loan program of HUD for housing the 
elderly. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one
unit structures on 10 acres or more end rental units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are, therefore, sub
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit 
·as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same 
as the cOunt of occupied housing units. 

Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no household member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the firSt household member 
listed who is 1 B years old or older. In the AHS reports for 1973 
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One 
person in each household was designated as the head, that is 
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent. 
However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 
the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person hoUseholds. Households having 
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives- Each household in this 
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per
son$, if any, all of whom are related to the household8r. 

Other male householder- This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife 
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are 
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with 
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with 
them. 

Other female householder- This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
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and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders 

who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with female householder, husband present, and 
nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one-person households." 

Family or primary Individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either families or primary individuals. The term "family" refers 
to the householder and all (one or more) other persons living in 
the same household who are related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or with 
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a ''primary 
individual.'' 

Married couples related to the householder of a family are in
cluded in the family and are not considered as separate families.· 
A lodger, servant, or other person· unrelated to the householder 
is considered a member of the household but not of the family. 

In the statistics on household compostt'ion, families are always 
included in one of the three major groups of two-or-more-person 
households. Primary individuals with nonrelatives living with 
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary 
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one-person 
households. 

Subfamily-:-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including, the householder or spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple 
sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of household•-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and over-All persons, including the 
householder, who are members of the household and are 65 
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years 
old and over. 

Own children under 18 years old-Statistics on presence of own 
children of householder, are shown in this report. A child under 
18 years old is defined es an own child if he or she is a single 
(never married! son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a 
householder. Own children of subfamilies are excluded from the 
·total count Of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption except 
wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 

Nonrelatlve-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners, resi
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by housaholder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade .. ~nended. For perSOflS still attending school, the 
highest grade compl8ted is one less than the one in which they 
are currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
obtained in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or.professional schools, whether day or.night school, 
and whether attendance was.full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which 'may advance a person 
toward an elementary ·Or high school diploma, college, uni
versity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in 
other than regular schools .is counted only if the credits 
obtained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
school system. Householders whose highest grade completed 
was in a frireign school system or in·an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade tor years) 
in the regular United States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education ,received in 
the following types of schools is not. counted as "regular 

schooling": Vocational schools, tra~e schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

Income-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
&mounts reported for wage and salary income, net self
employmer:it income, Social Secl:lrity or railroad retirement in
come, public assistance or welfare paVments, and all other 
money income. The figures re"present the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, borid purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Me~icare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary individual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder and all other 
members of the familY 15 years old and over, or the income of 
the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in the unit but 
not related to the householder are not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for w~rk performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It.includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions.1 tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
as net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 

received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm· in which the person was self-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of So~ial Security pensions; survivors' benefits; disability 
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of deceased 
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for 
Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of retire
ment, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by the 
U.S. Government under tt:te Railroad Retirement Act are also 
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included. Separate payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates end trust 
fund~; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; ne~ 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received fro_m public assistance programs, such 
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, 
and aid to the blind or ~otally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training pro
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpo~er 
Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation cash 
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans' Administration to 
disabled members of·.the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 
from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in
come: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarter_s, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food prodUced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the same household; and 
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer to differem periods in time. Fpr 1983, the income data refer 
to the 12 months prior to the interview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members 
of the family during all or-part of the income period if these per· 
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but Who were members of thB 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income repo~ed was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For exampl8, the time period fol' 
income data in the Annual Housing SLirvey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data gener&llY 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to thB 
various 'ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveYs and censuses, survey proce
dures and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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AREA CLASSIFICATIONS ..••.• __ 

Urban and rural reaklence .•..... 

Fenn·nonfarm reskfence ......•• 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

App-2 

Year householder moved Into Complete bathrooms . . . . • . . . . App-12 

Counties .•••.....•••......• 

Standard metropolitan atatlstlcal 
areas .................... . 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General ................... . 

ComparabUlty wtth 1973 
through 1981 Annual 
Housing Surveys ••.....•••. 

Comparability with 1970 
Census of HouaJng data 

Comparability with 1980 
Census of Houalng data 

ComparabUlty with 1970 
and 1980 Censuses of 
Population data ........... . 

Comparabllity with other 
currant reports . . . . . . . . • . . . 

Living Quarters .••...••......• 

Housing unit ..••......••.. 

Group quarters ............ . 
Moblle homes. hotels, 

rooming houses, ate ....... . 
lnstttutlons . . . • . • . . . . • • . . . . 

Year-round housing units ••...• 

Changes In the Housing 
Inventory ....••.....•.•.... 

Units added by new 
construction • • . . . . • • • . . • . . 

Units lost from the 
Inventory ..••...•.....••. 

Units Iott through demolltlon 
or disaster .•..... , , , ...•• 

Unite lost through other 
means ..••......•.....•• 

Unspecified units ......•.... 

Occupancy and Vacancy 
Characteristics .......••....• 

Populatlon In housing unite .•.. 

Occupied housing units ..•.... 

Race ....•.•.•....•..•••.. 

Spanish ortgln ..•........... 

Tenure ••...•.•... , ..•.••. 

Site tenure .......•....•... 

Previous occupancy ........• 

Cooperatives and condominiums 

Duration of occupancy ..•..•. 
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App-3 
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App-6 

App-6 

App-6 

App·7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 

App-7 
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unit .......••.•......••• 

Recent movers •••......•••• 

Present and previous units of 
recent movers ••.•...• , , , , . 

Same or different house-
holder .....•••••........• 

Main reason for move from 
previous residence . . . . . . . . . 

Main reason for move Into 
present residence or 
neighborhood •.....•••.... 

Homeownership ...•••...... 

Owner or manager on property . 

Vacant housing unit ••••..... 

Vacancy status ....•••...... 

Homeowner vacancy rate .•••• 

Rental vacancy rate ...•••••. 

Duration of vacancy ........ . 

Housing unit ·boarded up .••••. 

UtUlzatkm Characterlstlcs .••.... 

Persons ...••...•....•.... 

Rooms ........•....••.•.. 

Parsons par room ....•••••.. 

Bedrooms ..•........••.... 

Structural Characteristics ..... , , 

Convantlonal housing unite . . • . 

Complete kh:chan faculties ..... 

Basement .•.....•.•••..... 

Year structure buUt ......... . 
Units In structure .......... . 

Elevator In structure ••••..... 

In a group of six or more 
mobUe homes ......••..... 

Roof •••........•......... 

Interior walls and celllnge ..... 

Interior floors . . . , , , , • • • . . . . 

Boarded-up buildings on 
same street ...•........... 
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Inclusion In rent (garbage Household composition by Nonrelatfve • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . App-18 
collection) . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . • App-17 age of householder . . . . • . . . . App-18 

Years of school completed by 
Rent asked .•..........••.. App-17 Famlly or primary lncUvldual .... App-18 householder .............. App-19 
Publlc, prfvata, or subsidized Subfamily ..•.•......•..•.• App-18 

Income ............... ···· App-19 
housing .................. App-17 Age of householder •.•....... App-18 

Household Characteristics ...... App-18 Persons 66 years old and over App-18 FACSIMILE OF THE ANNUAL 
Houaehold ................ App-18 Own children under 18 years old App-18 HOUSING SURVEY QUESTION-
Householder ......•••••.... App-18 Other relatlva of houaeholdar •.. App-18 NAIRE: 1983 ..•....•......... App-20 

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS 

Urban and rural residence-Urban housing makes up all hous
ing units in urbanized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside urbanized areas~ More specifically, urban hous
ing consists of all housing units in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more incorporated as cities, villages, boroughs (except 
Alaska), and towns (except in the New England States, New 
York, and Wisconsin). but excluding those housing units in the 
rural portions of extended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (c) other territory, incorporated 
or unincorporated, included in urbanized areas. Housing units not 
classified as urban constitute rural housing. Information on the 
historical development of the urban-rural definition appears in 
the 1970 Population Census PC( 1 )-A reports. 

In the Annual Housing Survey, the urban and rural residence 
classification of the housing units is the same as in the 1970 
census. 

Farm·nonfarm residence-In rural areas, occupied housing units 
are subdivided into rural-farm housing, which makes up all rural 
units on farms, and rural-nonfarm housing, which makes up the 
remaining rural units. Occupied housing units are classified as 
farm units if they are located on places of 10 acres or more from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $ 50 or more during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview or on places of less 
than 10 acres from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$25Q or more during the 12-month period prior to the interview. 
Occupied units in rural territory which do not meet the defini
tion for farm housing are classified as nonfarm. All vacant units 
in rural areas also are classified as nonfarm. 

Counties- The primary divisions of most of the States are termed 
counties; in Louisiana, the corresponding areas are termed 
parishes. Alaska has no counties; in this State, areas designated 
as census divisions have been defined for general statistical pur
poses by the State in cooperation with the Census Bureau and 
are traatad as county equivalents. Four States (Maryland, 
Missouri, Nevada, and Virginia) contain one or more cities that 
are independent of any county; for statistical purposes, these 
independent cities are treated as county equivalents. 

Standard metropoDtan statlatlcal araas-Tha definitions of 
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's) used in the 
Annual Housing Survey (AHS) correspond to tha 243 SMSA's 
used in the 1970 census. These include the 228 SMSA's 

defined and named in the Bureau of the Budget publication, 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1967, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. After 1967, 15 
SMSA's were added, of which 2 were defined in January 1968, 
and an additional 13 were defined in February 1971 as a result · 
of the 1970 census. Changes in SMSA definition criteria, 
boundaries, and titles made after February 1971 are not reflected 
in this series of reports. SMSA's are defined by the Office of 
Management and Budget (formerly Bureau of the Budget). 

Except in the New England States, an SMSA is a county or 
group of contiguous counties which contains at least one city 
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or "twin cities" with a com
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county 
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous coun
ties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they 
are socially and economically integrated with the central city. 
In the New England States, SMSA's consist of towns and cities 
instead of counties. Each SMSA must include at least one cen
tral city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the cen
tral city or cities. For a detailed description of the criteria used 
in defining SMSA's, see the Bureau of 1he Budge! publication 
cited in the preceding paragraph. 

In this report, figures for "in central city." refer to all hous
ing units within the legal city boundaries. For a few central cities, 
the figures include some housing units in parts of the city 
classified as rural in the 1970 census. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF 
SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

General 

As stated in the introduction, the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
(AHS) was conducted by interview. The survey interviewers 

·-were instructed to read the questions directly from the question
naire. The definitions and explanations given for each subj8ct 
are, to a considerable extent, drawn from various technical and 
procedural materials used in the collection of the da1a. This 
material helped 1he field interviewers to understand more fully 
the intent of each question and thus to resolve problems or 
unusual cases. Additional explanatory information has been 
added to this portion of the text to assist the user in under
standing the statistics. 

Comparablllty with 1973 through 1981 Annual Housing 
Surveys-Most of the concepts and definitions used in the 1973 



APPEND IX. A-Continued 

through 1981 and 1983 reports are essentially the same. How
ever, there are significant differences in the measurement of 
housing losses between the 1973 report, and the 1974 through 
1981and1983 reports. In the 1974 through 1981and1983 
reports, the data refer to losses of individual housing units, but 
in 1973, a housing unit was counted as a loss only when the 
whole structure in which the unit was located was lost from the 
inventory. In addition, the source of the 1970 data in the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 reports is the 1970 census unpublished 
tabulations; however, the 1970 data in the 1973 report are from 
both published and unpublished tabulations. 

A difference also exists between the weighting procedures 
used for the 1983 AHS and the 1973 through 1980 AHS. The 
independent household estimates used in the weighting of data 
in the 1983 AHS are Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates 
derived from the 1980 census. The CPS independent household 
estimates used in the weighting of data in the 1973 through 
1980 Annual Housing Surveys were derived from the 1970 cen
sus. The 1970-based estimates are about 2 percent smaller than 
the 1980-based estimates. A detailed explanation appears in 
appendix B. 

Additional differences, if any, are discussed under the par
ticular subject later in the section. Because of the relatively small 
sample size, particular care should be taken in making year to 
year comparisons, especially where there are small differences 
between the figures (see appendix B). 

Comparability with 1970 Census of Housing data-The concepts 
and definitions are essentially the same for items that appear 
in both the 1970 census and the 1983 survey. 

There is a major difference, however, in the time period of the 
"recent mover" classification (see parts D and E of this series). 
In the Annual Housing Survey, "recent movers" are households 
that moved into their unit during the 12 months prior to the inter
view, a time period of 1 year or less. In the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports, different time periods were used. In Volume 
II, Metropolitan Housing Characteristics, the shortest time period 
for "year moved into unit" is 1969 to March 1970 (1 % years); 
in Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the time period 
is 1969 to December 1970 (approximately 2 years); and Volume 
VII, No. 5, Mover Households, the time period is April 1965 to 
March 1970 (approximately 5 years). Other definitional dif
ferences, if any, are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1970 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in the 
Annual Housing Survey; differences in processing procedures; 
the estimation procedures and sample designs; the sampling 
variability of the estimates from the Annual Housing Survey; to 
a smaller extent, the sampling variability associated with the 
sa~ple data from the census; the nonsampling errors associated 
w~h the Annual Housing Survey estimates; and the nonsampling 
errors associated with the census data. 

Statistics on counts and characteristics of changes in the hous
ing inventory between the 1960 and 1970 censuses are given 
for the United States and for 15 selected SMSA's in the 1970 
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Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory 
Change. In volume IV, the data are based on information for a 
sample of housing units enumerated in late 1970 as part of the 
1970 census. Data are provided for such components of change 
between 1960 and 1970 as new construction, conversions, 
other additions, demolitions, mergers, other losses, and hous
ing units that were the same in 1960 and in 1970. 

In parts A and E of this series, data for some of these com
ponents are shown; i.e., new construction, demolition (or 
disaster), and other losses (some other means). The 1983 data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits. The 1970 Components of 
Inventory Change data were obtained from the 1970 census 
tabulations of the ''year structure built'' item; i.e., housing units 
built in 1960 or later were classified as added by "new 
construction." 

Data as of 1971 for mortgage status, real estate taxes last 
year, and selected monthly housing costs are presented in the 
1970 Census of Housing, Volume V, Residential Finance. In 
volume V, the data are based on information collected for a 
sample of housing units in the Residential Finance Survey which 
was conducted in 1971 as part of the 1970 census. The 1971 
report provided data on financing homeowner and rental prop
erties, including characteristics of the mortgages, properties, and 
owners. 

Differences in the concepts and definitions between the data 
in this report and volume V include the following. The basic unit 
of tabulation in this report is the housing unit; in volume V, it 
is the property. Data on mortgage in this report are based on 
the occupant's answer; in volume V, mortgage status was 
verified by the lender. In this report, real estate taxes and 
selected monthly housing costs reflect the total amount of real 
estate taxes and housing costs, excluding special assessments. 
In volume V, the tabulations for real estate taxes and selected 
monthly housing costs include special assessments. 

Comparability with 1980 Census of Housing data-Most of the 
concepts and definitions are the same for items that appear in 
both the 1980 census and the 1983 Annual Housing Survey 
IAHS). 

There are one major difference and two minor differences, 
however, in the housing unit definition. The major difference is 
that the 1980 census includes vacant mobile homes as housing 
units; the 1983 AHS excludes these units. The first minor differ
ence is that the housing unit definition in the 1983 AHS requires 
a unit to be separate living quarters and have direct access or 
complete kitchen facilities; for the 1980 census, the complete 
kitchen facilities alternative was dropped with direct access re
quired of all units. The second minor difference is that, in the 
1983 AHS, living arrangements containing five or more persons, 
not related to the person in charge, were classified as group 
quarters; in the 1980 census, the requirement was raised to nine 
or more persons not related to the person in charge. 

Owner-occupied cooperatives were identifed in the 1983 AHS. 
These units were not identified separately in the 1980 census, 
but were included in the overall count of owner-occupied units. 
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The 1980 census will provide data on vacant-for-rent and renter
occupied condominium units. 

Additionally, in the 1983 AHS, complete plumbing facilities 
and telephone available need only to be located in the structure 
in which the housing unit is located. In the 1980 census, these 
items must be inside the specific housing unit. Other definitional 
differences are discussed under the particular subject. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey data and the 1980 census data may be attributed to 
several factors. These include the extensive use of self
enumeration in the census in contrast to direct interview in th& 
AHS; differences in processing procedures; the estimation pro
cedures and sample designs; the sampling variability of the 
estimates from the AHS to a smaller extent, the sampling 
variability associated with the sample data from the census; the 
nonsampling errors associated with the AHS estimates; and the_ 
nonsampling errors associated with the census data. 

Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data-In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, data for years of school 
completed were based on· responses to two questions-the 
highest grade or year of regular school each household member 
attended, and whether or not that grade or year was completed. 
In the 1983 AHS, data for years of school completed were 
based on responses to a single question-the highest grade or 
year of regular school completed by the householder. Therefore, 
the 1983 AHS may overstate the education level of the 
householder; that is, respondents may have reported the grade 
or year the householder was currently enrolled in or had last been 
enrolled in whether or not the grade or year was completed. 
Other definitional differences, if any, are discussed under the 
particular subject. 

Comparabllity with other cunent reports-This series of reports 
contains information similar to that contained in some of the 
other current Census Bureau reports, such as the Current 
Housing Report, Housing Vacancies, the Current Population 
Reports, and the Current Construction Reports, published by the 
Bureau of the Census. Because of procedural differences, care 
should be taken wtien comparing data from the Annual Housing 
Survey with data from other current surveys. 

Comparability with Housing Vacancy Survey- Data on vacancy 
rates and characteristics of vacant units_ from the Housing 
Vacancy Survey are available for the United States by inside and 
outside standard metropolitan statistical areas. This nationwide 
survey, with a sample size of approximatley 71,000 units (inter~ 
views obtained for approximately 60,000 occupied and vacant 
housing units), is conducted monthly by the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with its Current Population Survey. Data 
are published quarterly and annually in Current Housing Reports, 
Series H-111, Housing Vacancies. 

The concepts and definitions used in the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Housing Vacancy Survey are the same. Differ
ences may be attributed to factors such as sampling variability, 
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nonsampling errors, survey techniques, and processing 
procedures. 

Current Population Reports from the Current Population 
Survey-The Current Population Survey is a monthly sample 
survey of approximately 71,000 designated sample units. From 
the data collected in the Current Population Survey, the Bureau 
issues several publications under the general title, "Current 
Population Reports." Included are reports on household and 
family characteristics, mobility of the population, and income. 

Although the concepts and definitions used in this report are 
essentially the same as those used in the Current Population 
Reports, and the intent of both the Annual Housing Survey and 
the Current Population Survey is the same, there is a major dif
ference in the concept of "mover." In parts D and E, 
householders that moved into their units during the 12 months 
prior to the interview are classified as "recent movers." In the 
Current Population Survey, individuals whose current place of 
residence is different from that of March 1970 are classified as 

''movers.'' 
There also may be significant differences in the data on income 

and years of school completed. The time period covering income 
data in this series of reports refers to the 12 months prior to 
the date of the interview, while the time period for income data 
in the Current Population Survey refers to the calendar year prior 
to the date of the interview. There are also significant differences 
in the way income questions are asked. For "years of school 
completed by householder,'' the differences cited in the section, 
"Comparability with 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population 
data," also applies to the Current Population Survey. 

Additional differences between the 1983 Annual Housing 
Survey and the Current Population Survey may be attributed to 
factors such as the sampling variability and nonsampling errors 
of the figures from the two surveys, survey procedures and 
techniques, and processing procedures. 

Current Construction Reports from the Survey of Construction
The Census Bureau issues several publications under the general 
title, ''Current Construction Reports.'' The data for these reports 
are primarily from the Survey of Construction. 

The Survey of Construction consists of approximately 16,000 
permit-issuing places throughout the United States. The reports 
from the survey contain current data on housing starts and com
pletions, construction authorized by building permits, hou~il'!g 
units authorized for demolition in permit-issuing places, new one
unit structures sold and for sale, characteristics of new hous
ing, and value of new construction put in place. The concepts 
and definitions used in this report differ from some of those us
ed in the Survey of Construction. The major difference is that 
the Survey of Construction shows counts and characteristics 
of housing units in various stages of construction through com
pletion. The Annual Housing Survey shows counts and 
characteristics of the existing housing inventory. Additional dif
ferences between the 1983 Annual Housing Survey and the 
Survey of Construction may be attributed to factors such as the 
sampling variability and nonsampling errors of the figures from 
the two surveys, survey procedures and techniques, and 
processing procedures. 
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Living Quarters 

Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. Usually, living quarters are in structures intended for 
residential use (e.g., one-unit structure, apartment house, hotel 
or motel, boarding house, or mobile home or trailer). Living 
quarters may also be in structures intended for nonresidential 
use (e.g., the rooms in a warehouse where a watchman lives), 
as well as in places such as tents, caves, and old railroad cars. 

Housing unit-A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group 
of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those 
in which the occupants do not live and eat with any other per
sons in the structure and which have either ( 1 I direct access 
from the outside of the building or through a common hall which 
is used or intended to be used by the occupants of another unit 
or by the general public or (2) complete kitchen facilities for the 
exclusive use of the occupants. The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more families living 
together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who 
share living arrangements (except as described in the section 
on group quarters). For vacant units, the criteria of separateness, 
direct access, and complete kitchen facilities for exclusive use 
are applied to the intended occupants whenever possible. If the 
information cannot be obtained, the criteria are applied to the 
previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant housing units are 
included in the housing inventory, except that mobile homes, 
trailers, tents, caves, boats, railroad cars, and the like, are 
included only if they are occupied. 

Group quarters-Group quarters are living arrangements for in
stitutional inmates or for other groups containing five or more 
persons not related to the person in charge. Group quarlers are 
located most frequently in institutions, boarding houses, military 
barracks, college dormitories, fraternity and sorority houses, 
hospitals, monasteries, convents, and ships. A house or apart
ment is considered group quarters if it is shared by the person 
in charge and five or more nonrelatives or, if there is no person 
in charge, by six or more unrelated persons. Information on the 
housing characteristics of group quarters was not collected. 

Mobile homes, hotels, rooming houses, etc. -Mobile homes or 
trailers, tents, boats, or railroad cars are not considered housing 
uriits if vacant, used only for business, or used only for vacations. 

Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, moteJs, and 
similar places are classified as housing units only when occupied 
by permanent residents; i.e., persons who consider the hotel as 
their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence 
elsewhere. Vacant rooms or suites of rooms are classified as 
housing units only if located in hotels, motels, and similar places 
in which 75 percent or more of the accommodations are 
occupied bV permanent residents. · 

If any of the occupants in a rooming or boarding house live 
and eat separately from everyone else in the building and have 
either direct access or complete kitchen facilities for exclusive 
use, their quarters are classified as separate housing units. The 
remaining quarters are combined. If the combined quarters con-
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tain four or fewer roomers unrelated to the householder, they 
are classified as one housing unit; if the combined quarters con
tain five or more roomers unrelated to the householder or person 
in charge, they are classified as group quarters. In a dormitory, 
·residence hall, or similar place, living quarters of the supervisory 
staff and other employees are separate housing units if they 
satisfy the housing unit criteria; other living quarters are con
Sidered group quarters. 

Institutions-Living quarters of staff personnel are separate 
housing units if they satisfy the housing unit criteria. Other living 
quarters are considered group quarters. 

Year-round housing units-Data on housing characteristics are 
limited to year-round housing units; i.e., all occupied units plus 
vacant units which are intended for year-round use. Vacant units 
intended for seasonal occupancy and vacant units held for 
migratory labor are excluded because it is difficult to obtain 
reliable information for them. However, this report dcies present 
counts of the total housing inventory which includes all vacant, 
seasonal, and migratory housing units. 

The statistics in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 reports 
shown for "all year-round housing units" may not be comparable 
to the corresponding data shown in the 1973 reports, because 
the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations included an 
estimation procedure which adjusted the survey counts of 
"vacant year-round" and "vacant-seasonal and migratory" 
units separately to independent current estimates. (See section 
on "Estimation" in appendix 8.) In 1973, "vacant-seasonal 
and migratory'' uni1s were combined with several categories of 
year-round vacancies (rented or sold, not occupied; held for occa
sional use; and other vacant) and adjusted to the combined total 
of the independent estimates for these categories. Thus, the 
1974 through 1981 and 1983 data for "vacant-seasonal and 
migratory" housing units and for "all year-round housing units" 
adhere more closely to the independently derived current 
estimates than they did in 1973. The 1974 through 1981 and 
1983 characteristics for "all occupied units," "owner oc
cupied,'' and ''renter occupied'' are, however, comparable with 
the corresponding 1973 data. 

Changes in the Housing Inventory 

Unhs added by new construction-A housing unit built in April 
1 970 or later is classified as a unit added by "new construc
tion." Information was collected on vacant units under construc
tion at the time of the interview only if construction had pro
ceeded to the point that all exterior windows and doors were 
installed and final usable floors were in place. Housing units built 
during this period but removed from the housing inventory before 
the interview are not reflected in the new construction counts 
for the 1970 to 1983 period. In the Annual Housing Survey, data 
on new construction were obtained primarily from a sample of 
units selected from building permits; in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, new 
construction data were obtained from tabulations of the 1970 
census sample records of units built in 1 960 or later. 
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Unlta lost from the Inventory-Characteristics are presented for 
the total of all units removed from the 1973 housing inventory 
in 1 973 or later through demolition, disaster, or other means. 
Separate counts of "demolition or disaster" losses and of "other 
losses" are shown in part A of this series. The 1974 through· 
1981 and 1983 surveys cover all losses, including those in struc
tures that were not completely lost. 

Unlta lost through demolition or disaster-A housing unit which 
existed in October 1973 and was torn down on the initiative of 
a public agency or as a result of action on the part of the owner 
is classified as a unit lost through demolition. Units destroyed 
by fire, flood, or other natural causes are classified as units lost 
through disaster. In the 1973 survey, a housing unit was counted 
as a demolition or disaster loss when the whole structure in 
which it was located was lost from the inventory. In the 1974 
through 1981 and 1983 surveys and in the 1970 Census of 
Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory Change, the data 
on losses refer to all housing unit losses, including losses of units 
in structures which still contained one or more housing units. 
In addition, units lost through disaster were counted in 1970 
as "units lost through other means." 

Units lost through other means-Any housing unit which existed 
in October 1973 is counted as lost through other means when 
it was lost from the housing inventory through means other than 
demolition or disaster. This component includes the following 
types of losses: 

1. Housing units lost by change to group quarters; for 
example, a housing unit that was occupied by a family in 1973 
and by a family and five lodgers at the time of the 1 983 
survey. 

2. Housing units lost from the inventory because they are 
vacant and either the roof, walls, doors, or windows no longer 
protect the interior from the elements or the unit is severely 
damaged by fire. 

3. Vacant housing units lost from the inventory because 
there is positive evidence (sign, notice, mark on the house 
or block) that the units are scheduled for demolition or 
rehabilitation or that they are condemned for reasons of health 
or safety so that further occupany is prohibited. 

4. Housing units lost by change to entirely nonresidential 

use. 
5. Housing units moved from site since October 19.73. Such 

moves in the same area do not necessarily result in a net loss 
from the total inventory since they presumably represent units 
added in the place to which they were moved. 

In the 1973 Annual Housing Survey, a housing unit was 
counted as lost through other means when the entire structure 
in which it was located was lost to the housing inventory through 
means other than demolition or disaster. In the 1974 through 
1981 and 1983 surveys, the data on losses refer to all housing 
unit losses including losses of units in structures which still con
tained one or more housing· units. 

Unspecified units-There are other components of change in 
the housing inventory for which the AHS provides no specific 
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measures. The survey procedures do not include a measure of 
conversions and mergers and units added from other sources 
such as nonresidential structures. The net effect of these omis
sions on the change in the total housing inventory is not known. 

Housing units changed by conversion-Conversion refers to the 
creation of two or more housing units from fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration in
cludes such changes as adding a room or installing partitions 
to form another housing unit. Change in use is a simple rearrange
ment in the use of space without structural alteration, such as 
locking a door which closes off one or more rooms to form a 
separate housing unit. 

Housing units changed by merger- A merger is the result of 
combining two or more housing units into fewer units through 
structural alteration or change in use. Structural alteration 
includes such changes as the removal of partitions or dismantling 
of kitchen facilities. Change in use may result from a simple 
rearrangement of space without structural alteration, such as 
unlocking a door which formerly separated two housing units. 
A change in use also occurs, for example, when a family 
occupies both floors of a house which formerly contained a 
separate housing unit on each floor. 

Housing units added through other sources-Any housing unit 
added to the inventory through sources other than new construc
tion or conversion is classified as a unit added through other 
sources. This component includes units created from living 
quarters previously classified as group quarters and units created 
from nonresidential space such as a store, gara~e, or barn. Also 
included are units moved from one site to another. Such units, 
if moved within the same area, do not necessarily result in a net 
addition to the total inventory since they presumably represent 
units lost in the place from which they moved. A previously 
vacant mobile home or trailer, whether on a different site or the 
same site, is a net addition if currently occupied as a housing unit. 

Occupancy and Vacancy Characteristics 

Populatlon In housing units-Included are all persons living in 
housing units. Persons living in group quarters are excluded. 

Occupied housing units-A housing unit is classified as occupied 
if a person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the 
interview or if the occupants are only temporarily absent, for 
example, on vacation. However, if the unit was occupied entirely 
by persons with a usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit 
is classified as vacant. By definition, the count of occupied 

housing units is the same es the count of households. 

Race- The classification of "race" refers to the race of the 
householder occupying the housing unit. However, the concept 
of race as used by the Census Bureau does not denote clear-cut 
scientific definitions of biological stock. The interviewer was to 
report the race of the householder in three categories: White, 
Black I Negro), and other. The last category Includes American 
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Indian, Chinese, Eskimo, Japanese, Korean, and any other race 
except White and Black. Figures on tenure are given separately 
for White and Black householders; housing units with 
householders of other races are included in the total in table 1 
of parts A and E and may be derived by subtracting the sum of 
White and Black from the total. More detailed characteristics of 
units with Black householder are presented in separate tables. 

Spanish origin-The classification "Spanish origin" refers to the 
origin of the hoUseholder occupying the housing unit. Detailed 
characteristics of units with householder of Spanish origin are 
presented in separate tables. Spanish origin was determined on 
the basis of a question that asked for self-identification of a per
son's origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their 
origins from a flash card. Persons of Spanish origin were those 
who indicated that their origin was either Mexican American, 
Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish. Persons of Spanish origin may 
be of any race. 

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of differences 
in the estimated counts of Spanish-origin households between 
the 1983 Annual Housing Survey, the 1970 census, 1980 cen
sus, and other current surveys. In the 1970 census and current 
surveys' reports, Spanish persons are identifed according to 
various criteria: Birthplace, birthplace of parents, language, 
surname, and origin or descent. In addition, research indicates 
that 1970 estimates of Spanish-origin households may be 
significantly overstated in the South Region and North Central 
Region. In the 1980 census the categories are essentially the 
same as the 1983 AHS, except the category "Central or South 
American" has been dropped. 

Tenure-A housing unit is owner occupied if the owner or co
owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully paid 
for. A cooperative or condominium unit is owner occupied only 
if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are 
classified as renter occupied, including units rented for cash rent 
and those occupied without payment of cash rent. 

She tenure-Separate data are available on tenure of mobile 
home and trailer sites. Site tenure for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers is restricted to mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. The site is owned if the occupants own or 
are buying the site on which the mobile home is located. The 
site is considered rented if the occupants pay a rental fee for r 

the use of the site, the site rent is paid by someone not living 
in the sample housing unit, or the occupants neither own nor 
pay cash rent for the site. 

Previous occupancy- The classification of previous occupancy 
is divided into two categories, "previously occupied" and "not 
previously occupied.'' ''Previously occupied'' indicates that 
some person or persons, notrelated to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption occupied the sample housing unit prior to 
the householder's or other related household member's occu
pancy. "Not previously occupied" indicates that either the 

App-7 

householder or some other current household member related 
to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption was the first 
occupant of the sample unit. 

Cooperatives and condominiums-A cooperative is a type of 
ownership whereby a group of housing units is owned by a cor
poration of member-owners. Each individual member is entitled 
to occupy an individual housing unit and is a shareholder in the 
corporation which owns the property. 

A condominium is a type of ownership that enables a person 
to own an apartment or house in a project of similarly owned 
units. The owner has the deed and very likely the mortgage on 
the unit occupied. The owner may also hold common or joint 
ownership in some or all common areas such as grounds, 
hallways, entrances, elevators, etc. 

Cooperative or condominium ownership may apply to various 
types of structures including single-family houses, rowhouses. 
townhouses, etc., as well as apartment buildings. 

Duration of occupancy-Data on "duration of occupancy" are 
based on information for the householder; the data refer to the 
period when present occupancy began. Statistics are shown on 
whether the householder lived in the housing unit "less than 3 
months" or "3 months or longer.'' A householder who "lived 
here last winter," must have moved into the unit prior to the 
previous February. 

Year householder moved into unit-The data are based on the 
information reported for the householder and refer to the year 
of latest move. Thus, if the householder moved back into a 
housing unit previously occupied, the year of the latest move 
was to be reported; if the householder moved from one apart
ment to another in the same building, the year the householder 
moved into the present housing unit was to be reported. The 
intent is to establish the year the present occupancy by the 
householder began. The year the householder moves is not 
necessarily the same year other members of the household 
move, although in the great majority of cases, the entire 
household moves at the same time. 

Prior to 1980, data on year moved into unit Was collected for 
the head of household. For an explanation, see the definition of 
householder on page App-18. 

Recent movers-Households that moved into their present 
housing units within 12 months prior to the date of the inter
view are termed "recent movers." The household is classified 
by year moved into unit on the basis of information reported for 
the householder. 

Present and previous unha of recent movers-The present unit 
is the housing unit occupied by the recent mover household~r 
at the time of the interview. The previous unit is the housing 
unit from which the householder moved. If the householder 
moved more than once during the 12 months prior to the date 
of the interview, the previous unit is the one from which the 
householder last moved. 



App-8 

Same or different householder-Characteristics of the present 
and previous units occupied by recent movers are largely 
restricted to households that were essentially the same in the 
two housing units. The definitions of the characteristics for the 
previous unit are generally the same as those for the present unit. 

A household for which the householder in the present unit is 
the same person as the householder in the previous unit (identi
fied in the tables as "same householder") is considered essen
tially the same even though there may have been some changes 
in the composition of the household. Conversely, a household 
in which there was no change except for a new householder was 
considered a household with "different householder." 

Data for householders whose previous residence was outside 
the United States are tabulated in the category "different 
householder.'' 

Main reason for move from previous residence- The statistics 
presented are restricted to housing units occupied by recent 
movers in which the present householder was also the 
householder at the previously occupied unit. The classification 
categories r6fer to the principal reason the householder moved 
into the present unit. The category "job related reasons" refers 
to reasons such as job transfer, to look for work, to take a new 
job, entered or left U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting 
reasons, school attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category ''family status'' refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, divorced or separated, widowed, to 
be closer to relatives, newly married, family increased in size, 
family decreased in size, to establish own household, schools, 
wanted neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood 
without children, and other family related reasons. 

The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
wanted to own residence, neighborhood overcrowded, change 
in racial or ethnic composition of neighborhood, wanted better 
neighborhood, wanted more expensive place or better invest
ment, lower rent or less expensive house, wanted better house, 
displaced by urban renewal, highway construction, or other 
public activity, displaced by private action, wanted to rent 
residence, wanted residence with more conveniences, and 
occurrence of natural disaster. 

The category "other reasons" includes crime, wanted change 
of climate and othe·r reasons for moving which do not fall into 
any of the above classifications. 

Main reason for move Into present residence or neighborhood
The statistics presented are restricted to housing units occupied 
by recent movers in which the present householder was also 
the householder at the previously occupied unit. The classifica
tion categories refer to the principal reason the householder 
moved into the present unit. The category "job related reasons" 
refers to job transfer, to look for work, to take a new job, entered 
U.S. Armed Forces, retirement, commuting reasons, school 
attendance, and other job related reasons. 

The category "family status" refers to reasons such as needed 
larger house or apartment, to be closer to relatives, wanted 
neighborhood with children, wanted neighborhood without 
chfldren, and schools. 
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The category "housing needs" refers to reasons such as 
neighborhood less crowded, racial or ethnic composition of 
neighborhood, wanted better neighborhood, wanted more ex
pensive place or better investment, residence with more con
veniences, lower rent or less expensive house, and other housing 
needs. 

The category "other reasons" includes low crime, change of 
climate, and other reasons for move into present neighborhood 
which do not fall into any of the above classifications. 

Homeownership-Data are shown for householders who, during 
the 12 months prior to their interview, moved into the sample 
housing unit. These data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units and show the number of previously owned units 
which the householder occupied as his/her usual place of 
residence. Excluded from the count of previously owned units 
are vacation homes purchased for rental or commercial purposes. 

Owner or manager on property-These statistics are based on 
the number of housing units in structures of two or more units 
with the owner, resident manager, or superintendent living on 
the property. The category ''with owner on property'' refers to 
the owner and not the agent, resident manager, or superin
tendent. ''With resident manager or superintendent on property'' 
refers to a resident manager, superintendent, janitor, or other 
representative of the owner. 

Vacant housing unit-A housing unit is vacant if no one is living 
in it at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are only 
temporarily absent. In addition, a vacant unit may be one which 
is occupied entirely by persons who have a usual residence 
elsewhere. 

New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing 
units if construction has reached a point where all exterior 
windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in 
place. Vacant units are excluded if the roof, walls, windows, 
or doors no longer protect the interior from the elements, if the 
unit is severely damaged by fire, or if there is positive evidence 
(such as a sign on the house or block) that the unit is to be demol
ished or is condemned. Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office; 
or quarters used for storing business supplies or inventory, 
machinery, or agricultural products. 

The concepts and definitions of vacant housing units used in 
this report are the same as those used in the 1970 Census of 
Housing reports. 

Vacancy status-Vacant housing units are classified as either 
"seasonal and migratory" or "year-round." Seasonal units are 
intended for occupancy during only certain seasons of the year. 
Included are units intended for recreational use, such as beach 
cottages and hunting cabins, and vacant units held for herders 
and lodgers. Migratory units are vacant units held for occupancy 
by migratory labor employed in farm work during the crop 

season. 
Year-round vacant housirig units are available or intended for 

occupancy at any time of the year. A unit in a resort area which 
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is usually occupied on a year-round basis is considered year
round. A unit used only occasionally throughout the year is also 
considered year-round. Year-round vacant units are subdivided 
as follows: 

For sale only-Vacant year-round units "for sale only" also in
clude vacant units in a cooperative or condominium project if 
the individual units are offered for sale only. 

For rent-Vacant year-round units "for rent" also include 
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale. 

Rented or sold, not occupied-If any money rent has been paid 
or agreed upon but the new renter has not moved in as of the 
date of the interview, or if the unit has recently been sold but 
the new owner has not yet moved in, the year-round vacant unit 
is classified as "rented or sold, not occupied." 

Held off market- A housing unit which is neither for sale nor 
for rent, or rented or sold, not occupied, is classified as held off 
market. Included are units held for occasional use, units 
temporarily occupied by persons with a usual residence 
elsewhere, and other vacants. 

Held for occasional use-This category consists of vacant year
round units which are held for weekend or other occasional use 
throughout the year. The intent of this question was to identify 
homes reserved by their owners as second homes. Because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing between this category and 
seasonal vacancies, it is possible that some second homes are 
classified as seasonal and vice versa. 

Temporarily occupied by URE (persons with usual residence 
elsewhereJ-lf all the persons in a housing unit usually live 
elsewhere, that unit is classified as vacant, provided the usual 
place of residence is held for the household and is not offered 
for rent or for sale. For example, a beach cottage occupied at 
the time of the interview by a family who has a usual place of 
residence in the city is included in the count of vacant units. If 
the house in the city was in the survey sample, it would be 
reported "occupied" and would be included in the count of oc
cupied units since the occupants are only temporarily absent. 

Other vacant- If a vacant year-round unit does not fall into any 
of the classifications specified in the distribution, it is classified 
as ''other vacant.'' For example. this category includes units held 
for settlement of an estate, units held for occupancy by a 
caretaker or janitor, and units held for personal reasons of the 
owner. If separate distributions ere not presented for "held for 
occasional use" or "temporarily occupied by URE" housing 
units, these categories are also included. 

' Char·acteristics of vacant housing are limited to year-round 
vacant units. Vacant units intended for seasonal occupancy and 
vacant units held for migratory labor are excluded because it is 
difficult to obtain reliable information for them. However, counts 
of seasonal units are given in parts A and E of this report series. 

The 1974 through 1981 and 1983 counts for "seasonal and 
migratory," "year-round, rented or sold. not occupied," "year-
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round, held for occasional use," and "year-round, other vacant" 
may not be comparable to the corresponding counts shown in 
the 1973 reports, because a more detailed estimation procedure 
was used in the 1974 through 1981 and 1983 tabulations. For 
1974 through 1981 and 1983, the estimation procedure ad
justed the survey counts of ''vacant year-round'' and ''vacant
seasonal and migratory" units separately to independent cur
rent estimates. (See section on "Estimation" in appendix 8.) In 
1973, "vacant-seasonal and migratory" units were com
bined with several categories of year-round vacancies (rented 
or sold, not occupied; held for occasional use; and other vacant) 
and were adjusted to the combined total of the independent 
estimates for these categories. Thus, the 1974 through 1981 
and 1983 data for vacant units adhere more closely to the in
dependent estimates than the 1973 deta. 

Homeowner vacancy rate- The 1983 homeowner vacancy rate 
is the number of year-round vacant units for sale as a percent 
of the total homeowner inventory; i.e., all owner-occupied units 
and year-round vacant units for sale or sold, not occupied. The 
homeowner vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units sold 
but not occupied. 

Rental vacancy rate-The 1983 rental vacancy rate is the 
number of year-round vacant units for rent as a percent of the 
total rental inventory; i.e., all renter-occupied units and all year
round vacant units for rent or rented, not occupied. The rental 
vacancy rate for 1970 excludes vacant units rented but not 
occupied. 

Duration of vacancy-The statistics on duration of vacancy refer 
to the length of time (in months) from the date the last occupants 
moved from the unit to the date of the interview. The data, 
therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the total length 
of time units remain vacant. For newly constructed units which 
have never been occupied, the duration of vacancy is counted 
from the date construction was completed. For recently con
verted or merged units, the time is reported from the date con
version or merger was completed. Units occupied entirely by 
persons with usual place of residence elsewhere are excluded 
from the data. 

Housing unit boarded up-Statistics for this item are only pro
vided for vacant housing units. "Boarded up" refers to the cover
ing of windows and doors by wood, metal, or similar materials 
to prevent entry into the housing unit. A one-unit structure or 
a given housing unit in a multiunit structure may be boarded up. 
This item was collected by interviewer observation. 

Utilization Characteristics 

Persons-All persons occupying the housing unit are counted. 
These persons include not only occupants related to the 
householder but also any lodgers, roomers, boarders, partners, 
wards, foster children, and resident employees who share the 
living quarters of the householder. (Prior to 1980, head of 
household was used, see definition of householder on. page 
App-18.) The data on persons show categories o,f the number 
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of one-person through seven-or-more person households by the 
number of housing units. 

A person is counted at the usual place of residence for that 
person. This refers to the place where the person lives and sleeps 
most of the time. This place is not necessarily the same as a 
legal residence, voting residence, or domicile. 

Rooms- The statistics on rooms are for the number of housing 
units with specified number of rooms. Rooms counted include 
whole rooms used for living purposes, such as living rooms, din
ing rooms, bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement 
rooms, recreation rooms, permanently enclosed porches that ere 
suitable for year-round use, and lodger's rooms. Also included 
are rooms used for offices by persons living in the unit. 

A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to a kitchen 
or living room, is a separate room only if there is a partition from 
floor to ceiling, but not if the partition consists only of shelves 
or cabinets. 

Not included in the count of rooms are bathrooms, halls, foyers 
or vestibules, balconies, closets, alcoves, pantries, strip or 
pullman kitchens, laundry or furnace rooms, unfinished attics 
or basements, other unfinished space used for storage, open 
porches, trailers used only as bedrooms, and offices used only 
by persons not living in the unit. 

If a room is used by occupants of more than one unit, the room 
is included with the unit from which it is most easily reached. 

Persons per room-Persons per room is computed for each 
occupied housing unit by dividing the number of persons in the 
unit by the number of rooms in the unit. Therefore, the figures 
shown refer to the number of housing units having the specified 
ratio of persons per room. 

Bedrooms-The number of bedrooms in a housing unit is the 
count of rooms used mainly for sleeping, even if also used for 
other purposes. Rooms reserved for sleeping, such as guest 
rooms, even through t;..1sed infrequently, are counted as 
bedrooms. On the other hand, rooms used mainly for other pur
poses, even though used also for sleeping, such as a living room 
with a hideaway bed, are not considered bedrooms. A housing 
unit consisting of only one room, such as a one-room efficiency 
apartment, is classified by definition as having no bedroom. 

Data on bedroom lacking privacy are shown for housing units 
with two or more bedrooms. Housing units have bedrooms 
lacking privacy when it is necessary to pass through a bedroom 
to get to another room, such as a den, and/or to get to the 
bathroom. The bathroom access criterion is applied only to units 
with one complete bathroom or one bathroom plus a half bath 
in which the half bath lacks a flush toilet. 

Structural Characteristics 

Convendonal housing unlta-Housing units not defined as mobile 
homes or trailers by this survey are classified es conventional. 

Complete kitchen facllltlea-A housing unit hes complete kitchen 
facilities when it hes all three of the following for the exclusive 
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use of the occupants of the unit: (1) An installed sink with piped 
water. (2) a range or cookstove, and (3) a mechanical 
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities must be located in the struc
ture. They need not be in the same room. Quarters with only 
portable cooking equipment are not considered as having a range 
or cookstove. An icebox is not included as a mechanical 
refrigerator. 

The kitchen facilities are for the exclusive use of the occupants 
when they are used only by the occupants of one housing unit, 
including lodgers or other unrelated persons living in the unit. 
When a structure consists of only one housing unit, all equip
ment located inside the structure is classified, by definition, for 
exclusive use. 

For vacant units from which one or all of the kitchen facilities 
had been removed, the kitchen facilities used by the last occu
pant were to be reported. 

Basement-Statistics on basements are based on the number 
of housing units located in structures built with a basement. A 
structure has a basement if there is enclosed space in which per
sons can walk upright under all or part of the building. 

Basements in structures with occupied units are further 
classified by signs of water leakage. The category "with signs 
of water leakage" consists of units in which the basement shows 
signs of water having leaked in from the outside, even if the signs 
only appear when it rains or during other similar situations. "No 
signs of water leakage" means that the basement shows no 
signs of water leakage, or that the signs of water leakage ere 
caused by a problem inside the structure such as faulty plumbing. 
If the basement shows signs of water having leaked in from the 
outside but the problem causing the leakage has been corrected, 
the unit was classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Year structure built-Year structure built refers to when the 
building was first constructed, not when it was remodeled, added 
to, or converted. The figures refer to the number of units in struc
tures built during the specified periods end in existence at the 
time of the interview. For mobile homes and trailers, the 
manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. 
Statistics are based on the respondent's estimates and are, 
therefore, subject to the respondent's ability to properly classify 
the year built for the building. 

Units in structure-In determining the number of housing units 
in a structure, all units, both occupied and vacant, were counted. 
The statistics are presented for the number of housing units in 
structures of specified type and size, not by the number of 
residential structures. 

A structure is a separate building if it has either open space 
on all sides or is separated from other structures by dividing walls 
that extend from ground to roof. Structures containing only one 
housing unit are further classified as detached or attached. 

A one-unit structure is detached if it has open space on all 
four sides even though it has an adjoining shed or garage. A one
unit structure is attached if it has one or more walls extending 
from ground to roof which divide it from other adjoining struc
tures, such as in rowhouses, townhouses, etc. 
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Mobile homes and trailers are shown as a separate category. 
When one or more rooms have been added to a mobile home 
or trailer, it is classified as a one-unit structure. If, however, 
only a porch or shed has been added, it is still counted as a mobile 
home or trailer. 

Elevator in structure-Statistics on elevator in structure are for 
the number of housing units in structures with four floors or more 
which have a passenger elevator. Units are classified as ''without 
elevator" in a structure of four floors or more if the structure 
has no passenger elevator or if the only elevator service is for 
freight. 

In a group of six or more mobile homes-Mobile homes and 
trailers that are gathered close together are considered to be in 
a group. This may be a large mobile home park containing many 
units or it may be a small number grouped together on a single 
site or adjacent sites. 

Roof-Housing units "with signs of water leakage" are those 
in which the roof shows signs of water having leaked in from 
the outside or where the roof leaks when it rains. "No signs of 
water leakage" means that the roof shows no signs of water 
having leaked in from the outside, or that the roof shows signs 
of water leakage but the problem causing the leakage has been 
corrected. If the signs of water leakage are caused by a problem 
inside the structure such as faulty plumbing, the unit was 
classified as having no signs of water leakage. 

Interior walls and callings-Statistics are presented on whether 
or not there are open cracks or holes and broken plaster or peeling 
paint on the interior walls or ceilings of a housing unit. Included 
are cracks or holes that do not go all the way through to the 
next room or to the outdoors. Hairline cracks or cracks that 
appear in the walls or ceilings but are not large enough for a 
fingernail file to be inserted and very small holes caused by nails 
or other similar objects are not considered to be open cracks or 
holes. 

Broken plaster or peeling paint must be on the inside walls or 
ceilings, and at least one area of the broken plaster or peeling 
paint must be approximately one square foot or larger. 

Interior floors-Data are shown on whether there are holes in 
the interior floors of a housing unit. The holes do not have to 
go through the floor. Excluded are very small holes caused by 
nails or other similar objects. 

Boarded-up buildings on same street-Statistics on boarded-up 
buildings on the same street are based on the interviewer's 
observation from the main entrance of the building in which the 
sample unit is located. Buildings ere classified es boarded up if 
they are permanently vacant and show severe signs of neglect: 
have most of their visible windows broken or missing; or have 
their windows and doors covered by wood, metal, or some other 
similar material to prevent entry. 

Overall opinion of structure-The data presented are based on 
the respondent's overall opinion of the house or building as a 
place to live. The respondent was asked to rate the structure 
as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 
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Common stairways-The statistics on common stairways are 
presented for housing units in two--or-more-unit structures with 
common stairways. The figures for "loose steps" and "loose 
railings" reflect the physical condition of the stairway; i.e., 
whether there are loose, broken, or missing steps or stair rail
ings. Common stairways are stairways which are usually used 
by the occupants of more than one housing unit or by the general 
public. They may be either inside the structure or attached to 
the outside of the building. 

Light fixtures In public halls-T!lese statistics are presented for 
housing units in structures of two-or-more units with public halls 
which have light fixtures. Data include whether the light fixtures 
are in working order. Light fixtures include wall lights, ceiling 
lights, or table lamps in the public halls of the building. Public 
halls are used by the occupants of more than one housing unit 
or by the general public. 

Electric wiring-A housing unit is classified as having exposed 
electric wiring if the unit has any wiring that is not enclosed, 
either in the walls or in metal coverings, or if the wiring is out
side the walls but enclosed in some material other than metal. 
Extension cords and other types of wiring that extend from a 
wall outlet to an appliance or lamp are not considered as exposed 
wiring. 

Electric wall outlets-A housing unit is classified as having elec
tric wall outlets in each room if there is at least or.e working elec
tric wall outlet or wall plug in each room of the unit. A working 
electric wall outlet or wall plug is one that is in operating condi
tion; i.e., can be used when needed. If a room does not have 
an electric wall outlet, an extension cord used in place of a wall 
outlet is not considered to be an .electric wall outlet. 

Electric fuses and circuit breakers- These statistics are 
presented for occupied housing units which have had an elec
tric circuit fuse blown or breaker switch tripped during the 3 
months prior to the interview. The data are restricted to 
households whose householder has been at the present address 
for at least 90 days prior to the date of the interview. A blown 
fuse or tripped breaker switch results in the teriiporary loss of 
electricity until the fuse is replaced or the breaker switch reset. 
Blown fuses inside certain appliances or equipment (such as 
some large air conditioners) are counted as "blown fuses or 
tripped· breaker switches.'' 

Plumbing Characteristics 

Plumbing facllltlea-The category "with all plumbing facilities" 
consists of housing units which have hot and cold piped water 
inside the structure as well as a flush toilet and a bathtub or 
shower inside the structure for the exclusive use of the 
occupants of the housing unit. All plumbing facilities must be 
located in the structure but they need not be in the same room. 
Lacking some or all plumbing facilities means that the unit does 
not have all three specified plumbing facilities (hot and cold piped 
water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower) inside the structure, 
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or that the toilet or bathing facilities are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

Complete bathrooms-A housing unit is classified as having a 
complete bathroom if it has a room with a flush toilet end bathtub 
or shower and a washbasin, as well as piped hot water in the 
structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit. A 
half bathroom has either a flush toilet or a bathtub or shower 
for exclusive use, but does not have all the facilities for a com
plete bathroom. 

The category "also used by another household" consists of 
units with bathroom facilities which are also for the use of the 
occupants of other housing units. 

The category "none" consists of units with no bathroom 
facilities, units with only a half bathroom, and units with all 
bathroom facilites but not in one room. 

Source of water or water supply-A public system or private 
company refers to a common source supplying running water 
to six or more housing ':Jnits. The water may be supplied by a 
city, county, water district, or private water company, or it may 
be obtained from a well which supplies six or more housing units. 
If a well provides water for five or fewer housing units, it is 
classified as an individual well. Individual wells are further 
classified by whether they were originally drilled or dug. Water 
sources such as springs, creeks, rivers, cisterns, ponds, or lakes 
are included in the "other" category. 

For housing units that had piped water inside the structure, 
respondents were asked to provide information on breakdowns 
or failures in the water supply. 

The water may be available from sources such as a sink, 
washbasin, bathtub, or shower. A housing unit is classified as 
having ''no piped water inside structure'' if the unit has no piped 
water or if the only piped water available is outside the struc
ture; for example, on an open porch or in another building. Data 
on breakdowns or failures of water supply are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Breakdowns or failures in the water supply mean that the 
housing unit was completely without running water from its 
regular source. A housing unit was considered to be completely 
without running water if ( 1) the water system serving the unit 
supplied no water at all, (2) no water was available in the unit 
due to a breakdo~n or failure in the water supply inside the struc
ture, or (3) the equipment and facilities (i.e., faucets in the 
kitchen and the bathroom sinks, faucet and shower in the 
bathtub, flush toilet, etc.) were all inoperable. If the faucet in 
the kitchen was broken, but the one in the bathtub was working, 
the unit was not classified as being completely without water. 

Housing units with a breakdown or failure in the water supply 
are also classified according to the number of breakdowns or 
failures and to the most common source of the problem. "Prob
lems inside the building'' refer to such problems as broken pipes 
in the housing unit (or building) or turning the water off in the 
housing unit (or building) for maintenance and repairs. 
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"Problems outside the building" refer to such problems as 
power failures, breaks in the main water line, or shutdowns by 
the water company for maintenance and repairs. 

Avallablllty of piped water-Units with no piped water in the 
building are classified by whether piped water is available within 
a quarter of a mile. 

Sewage disposal-A public sewer is connected to a city, 
county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or subdivision sewer 
system. It may be operated by a governmental body or private 
organization. A septic tank or cesspool is an underground tank 
or pit used for disposal of sewage. Small sewage treatment 
plants, which in some localities are called neighborhood septic 
tanks, are classified as public sewers. A chemical toilet uses 
chemicals to breakdown or dissolve sewage; a privy refers to 
an outhouse or other small shelter outside the unit which con
tains a toilet. Units for which sewage is disposed of in some other 
way are included in the "other"category. 

The data on breakdowns or failures in the means of sewage 
disposal are limited to units in which the means of sewage 
disposal are a public sewer, septic tank, or cesspool. The 
breakdown or failure may have been the result of an overloaded 
sewage disposal system, lack of running water, a broken or 
cracked tank, etc. Data on breakdowns are shown if the hous
ing unit was occupied by the householders at least 90 days prior 
to the interview and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 con
secutive hours or longer during the 90 days prior to the interview. 

Flush toilet-The statistics on breakdowns or failures of flush 
toilet are limited to housing units that had all plumbing facilities 
with only one flush toilet; that is, one complete bathroom or one 
complete bathroom plus a half bath without a flush toilet. The 
flush toilet may be completely unusable because of broken pipes, 
stopped up soil pipe, lack of water supplied to the flush toilet, 
or some other reason. 

Housing units with breakdown or failure in flush toilet are 
classified by the number of breakdowns or failures and to the 
most common source of the problem. "Problems inside the 
building" refer to such breakdowns or failures as broken pipes 
in the unit (or building), a cracked or broken bowl, or faulty 
flushing mechanism. "Problems outside the building" refer to 
such breakdowns or failures as breaks in the main water or sewer 
line or shutdowns by the water company for maintenance or 
repairs. 

Data on breakdowns or failures of flush toilet are shown if the 
housing unit was occupied by the householder at least 90 days 
prior to the interview, and if the breakdown or failure lasted 6 
consecutive hours or more during the 90 days prior to the 
interview. 

Equipment, Fuels, and Services 

Telephone available-A tiousing unit is classified as having a 
telephone if there is one available to the occupants of the unit 
fo~ receiving calls. The telephone may be located outside or 
inside the housing unit, and one telephone may serve the 



APPENDIX A-Continued 

occupants of several units. The number of housing units with 
a telephone available, therefore, does not indicate the number 

of telephones installed in homes. 

Heating equipment-Warm-air furnace refers to a central system 
which provides warm air through ducts leading to various rooms. 
A heat pump refers to an electric all-in-one heating-cooling 
system which utilizes indoor and outdoor coils, a refrigerant, and 
a compressor to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the 
summer. Only heat pumps that are centrally installed with ducts 

to the ro_oms are included in this category. Steam or hot water 
refers to a central heating system in which heat from steam or 
hot water is delivered through radiators or other outlets. Built
in electric units are permanently installed in floors, walls, ceil
ings, or baseboards. A floor, wall, or pipeless furnace delivers 
warm air to the room right above the furnace or to the room(s) 
on one or both sides of the wall in which the furnace is installed. 

Room heaters with flue include circulating heaters, convec
tors, radiant gas heaters, and other nonportable heaters that burn 
gas, oil, kerosene, or other liquid fuels, and connect to a flue, 
vent, or chimney to remove smoke and fumes. Room heaters 
without flue include any room heater (not portable) that burns 

gas, oil, or kerosene and does not connect to a flue, vent, or 
chimney. Fireplaces, stoves, or portable heaters include room 
heaters that burn coal, coke, charcoal, wood, or other solids. 
It also includes portable room heaters that burn kerosene, 
gasoline, fuel oil, or other liquid fuel, as well as portable electric 
heaters that get current from an electrical wall outlet. 

For vacant units from which the heating equipment had been 

removed, the equipment used by the last occupants was to be 

reported. 
For breakdowns or failures of heating equipment, data are 

shown for housing units occupied by the householder .Puring the 
winter prior to the interview if the equipment was unusable for 
6 consecutive hours or longer during that time. To qualify as 
having lived here "last winter," the householder must have 

moved into the unit prior to February 1983. 
Heating equipment is considered unusable if it cannot be used 

for the purposes intended; the breakdown or failure may be 
caused by broken pipes, electrical or gas parts out of order, or 

downed power lines. 

Insufficient heat-The statistics presented refer to housing units 
in which the householder occupied the unit during the winter 
prior to the date of the interview. To qualify as having lived here 
"last winter" the householder must have moved into the unit 

prior to February 1983. 

Separate data are shown for units with additional heat source, 
rooms which lacked specified heat source, and housing units 

with closed rooms. The term "specified heating equipment" in
cludes warm-air furnace; steam or hot water system; built-in 

electric units; floor, wall, or pipeless furnace; and room heaters 

with flue. Excluded are room heaters without flue or vent, 
fireplaces, stoves, and portable heaters. 

The data on additional heat source refer to units with 

"specified h~atir:ig equip~ent" v.:.hich had to use additional 
sources of heat to supplement the regular heating system 
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because the regular system did not provide enough heat. Addi
tional sources of heat such as kitchen stoves, fireplaces, or 

portable heaters, may have been used only in the mornings or 
on very cold evenings. Electric blankets, heating pads, or hot 
water bottles are not considered additional sources of heat. 

''Rooms lacking specified heat source'' include rooms lacking 
hot air ducts, registers, radiators, and room heaters. The intent 
of this item was to identify rooms in housing units with 
''specified heating equipment'' which did not contain the means 
of conveying the heat to the room. The kitchen was not con

sidered to be a room for this item. 
In addition, data are shown for rooms which were closed 

because they could not be kept warm. The rooms must have 
been closed for 7 consecutive days or longer during the previous 
winter, and the unit must have "heating equipment." For this 
item also, the kitchen was not considered a room. 

Separate data are also shown for housing units with rooms 
which were so cold for 24 hours or more that it caused discom
fort to the occupants. Housing units with specified heating equip
ment were excluded from this item. The purpose of this item 
was to determine if the absence of the more sophisticated types 
of heating equipment caused discomfort to the occupants of the 

unit. 

Air conditioning-Air conditioning is defined as the cooling of 
air by a refrigeration unit; excluded are evaporative coolers, fans, 
blowers which are not connected ~o a refrigeration unit. A room 
unit is an individual air conditioner which is installed in a window 
or an outside wall and generally intended to cool one room, 
although it may sometimes be used to cool more than one room. 
A central system is a central installation which air conditions 

the entire housing unit. In an apartment building, a central system 
may cool all apartments in the building; each apartment may have 
its own central system; or there may be several systems, each 
providing central air conditioning for a group of apartments. A 

central installation with individual room controls is a central air
conditioning system. 

House heating fuel-Utility gas is gas piped through underground 
pipes from a central system to serve the neighborhood. Bottled, 
tank, or LP gas is pressurized gas stored in tanks or bottles which 
are refilled or exchanged when empty. Fuel oil is heating oil 

normally supplied by truck to a storage tank for use by the 

heating system. Kerosene, etc., includes kerosene, gasoline, 
alcohol, and other combustible liquids. Electricity is generally sup
plied by means of above or underground electric power lines. 

Coal or coke refers to coal or any coal derivative usually delivered 
by means of a truck. Wood refers to the use of wood·or wood 
charcoal, etc., as a fuel. Solar heat refers to the use of energy 

available from sunlight as a heating fuel source. 

Services end Neighborhood Conditions 

Extermination service-The statistics on extermination service 
refer to households that have been at their present address for 

at least 3 months prior to the date of the interview ·and who 
reported that they had seen mice· or rats or signs or traces of 
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their presence inside the house or building during the last 3 
months. Signs of mice end rats or traces of their presence in
clude droppings, holes in the wall, or ripped or torn food con
tainers. Regular extermination service refers to periodic visits 
by a licensed company or individual who uses chemicals and 
sprays to control or kill pests and rodents. The regular service 
interval may be once a month, four times a year, or any other 
such interval. Irregular extermination service includes visits by 
an exterminator who is called only when needed by the 
household or building manager, or where it is known that a 
building is serviced but it is nOt known whether the service is 

regular or irregular. No extermination service includes units in 
a house or building that has not been serviced during the 12 
months prior to the interview and where it is not known if there 
is any extermination service. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood. The 
respondent was ask~d to rate the street or neighborhood as ex
cellent, good, fair, ~r poor. 

Neighborhood conditions and neighborhood services- The 
statistics presented are based on the respondent's opinion and 
attitude toward the neighborhood in which he/she lives. Thus, 
the respondent's answer may or may not reflect the actual 
description of the neighborhood. Furthermore, the respondent 
may not have the same opinion as a neighbor :about thel 
neighborhood services; for example, the respondent may feel 
that the street lighting or neighborhood shopping facilities are 
inadequate while a neighbor may not. 

Neighborhood conditions, and neighborhood conditions and 
wish to move-Data on neighborhood conditions are based on 
the respondent's answers to a three-part question concerning 
specific neighborhood conditions. The respondent was asked (1) 
if the condition was present, (2) if the condition was bothersome, 
and (3) if the condition was so objectionable that the respondent 
would like to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Street noise-Street noise refers to noise made by children 
playing outdoors, noise from a factory or business, or any 
other sounds that the respondent considers street noise. 

2. Streets need repair-The data are based on the respondent's 
opinion that the streets, either paved or unpaved, are con
tinually in need of repair or are bordered by open ditches used 
for water or sewage drainage. 

3. Crime-This category refers to all forms of street and 
neighborhood crime such as petty ~heft, assaults against the 
person, burglary, etc., or any related activities that the 
respondent judges to be a crime. 

4. Litter-Included are all types of trash, debris, or junk such 
as paper, cans, or abandoned cars in the street, on empty 
lots, or on propert!es on the street, which the respondent 
considers as litter. 

5. Abandoned buildings-This category refers to both single and 
multiunit buildings which the respondent reported to be 
abandoned or boarded up. Included in this category are re
mains of previous buildings. 
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6. Commercial or industrial-This category refers tO Commer
cial, industrial, or other activities, including both iarge and 
small industries as well as businesses and stores, that the 
respondent considers to be nonresidential. 

7. Odors-This category refers to the respondent's opinion con
cerning fumes, smoke, or gas coming from cars, trucks, 
nearby industries, factories, businesseS, etc. 

Neighborhood services - Data on neighborhood services ere 
based on the respondent's answer to a series of questions con
cerning neighborhood services. Police protection, outdoor recrea
tion facilities, and hospitals or health clinics were covered by 
a two-part question in which the respondent was asked ( 1) if 
a particular neighborhood service was satisfactory and (2) if the 
condition was so unsatisfactory that the respondent would like 
to move from the neighborhood. 

1. Police protection-This category refers to the respondent's 
opinion about the presence, quality, quantity, and response 
time of services that should be provided by the police. 

2. Outdoor recreation facilities, such as parks, playgrounds, or 
swimming pools-This category refers to the respondent's 
assessment of neighborhood outdoor recreation facilities. 

3. Hospitals and health clinics-This category refers to the 
quality and proximity of health facilities, etc., serving the local 
community in the opinion of the respondent. 

The respondent was also asked a three-part question on public 
transportation: 11) if service is available, (2) if service is satisfac
tory, and (31 if any member of the household used the service 
at least once a week. 

Data were also collected on satisfaction with neighborhood 
shopping such as grocery stores and drug stores, and whether 
or not these stores are located within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Respondents were asked a three-part question on public 
elementary schools: (1 I if children within the household attended 
public elementary school or private elementary school, 12) if the 
public elementary school is satisfactory, and (3) if the public 
elementary school is within 1 mile of the neighborhood. 

Overall opinion of neighborhood-The data presented are based 
on the respondent's overall opinion of the neighborhood ac
cording to conditions and neighborhood services available 
(described in preceding paragraphs). The resp"ondent was asked 
to rate the neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

Financial Characteristics 

Value-Value is the respondent's estimate of how much th9 
property (house and lot) would sell for if it were for sale. The 
statistics on value are shown only for one-unit structures on less 
than 10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical 
or dental office on the property. Owner-occupied cooperatives, 
condominiums, and mobile homes and trailers are excluded from 
the value tabulations. 
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Value-Income ratio- The value-income ratio is computed by 
dividing the value of the housing unit by the total money income 
of the family or primary individual. The data are presented for 
the same owner-occupied units for which value was tabulated 
(see "Value" for exclusions). The ratio was computed separately 
for each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth. In reporting 
value, respondents were asked to select an appropriate class 
interval. The midpoints of the value intervals were used in the 
computation of the value-income ratio, except that a mean of 
$3,500 was assigned for values less than $5,000 and a mean 
of $325,000 was assigned for values of $300,000 or more. For 
income, the dollar amounts were used. Units occupied by 
families or primary individuals who reported no income or net 
loss make up the category "not computed." 

The 1 983 income statistics are for the 12 months prior to the 
date of the interview. For 1 970, the income statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Sales price asked-For vacant housing units, the sales price is 
the amount asked for the property at the time of the interview 
and may differ from the price at which the property is sold. The 
statistics on sales price asked are shown only for vacant for sale 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no commercial 
establishment or medical or dental offi.ce on the property. 

Garage or carport on property- The garage or carport must be 
currently available for use by the occupants of the housing unit; 
i.e., members of the household can use it for parking even if it 
is currently used as a storage area for items such as lawn equip
ment or furniture. It may be attached to the house or it may be 
completely unattached, but it must be on the property. Excluded 
are garages or carports that have been converted to other uses 
such as living quarters, an area used for business purposes, an 
area rented to someone else, or for some reason cannot be used 
for parking. 

Mongage-The data are restricted to owner-occupied, one-unit 
structures on less than 1 0 acres having no commercial establish
ment or medical or dental office on the property. The data 
exclude owner-occupied cooperative and condominium units. 
A mortgage refers to all forms of debt where the property is 
pledged as security for payment of the debt. It includes such 
debt instruments as deeds of trust, trust deeds, mortgage bonds, 
and vendor liens. In the first three arrangements, usually a third 
party, known as the trustee, holds the title to the property until 
the debt is paid. In the vendor lien arrangement, the title is kept 
by the buyer but the seller (vendor) reserves, in the deed to the 
buyer, a lien on the property to secure payment of the balance 

of the purchase price. Also included as a mortgage are contracts 
to purchase, land contracts, and lease-purchase agreements 
where the title to the property remains with the seller until the 
agreed upon payments have been made by the buyer. 

Housing units which are owned free and clear make up the 
category units with no mortgage. Also included in this category 
are housing units in which the owner has no mortgage but pays 
a ground rent; that is, the occupant owns the unit but leases, 
rents, or pays a fee for the use of the land. 
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Major source of down payment-This item refers to the source 
of the capital used to purchase the property (house or lot) or 
condominium unit. It includes captt:al used for outright purchases. 
The categories include sale of previous home, savings, borrowing 
other than mortgage on property, gift, land on which structure 
was built, and other sources. 

Installment loan or contract- The data are limited to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Mobile 
homes and trailers where payments are being made towards their 
purchase make up the category, "with installment. loan or 
contract.'' 

Mortgage Insurance-The data are restricted to owner-occupied 
housing units with a mortgage. In adddition, the units must be 
one-unit structures on less than 10 acres without a commercial 
establishment or medical or dental office on the property. Owner
occupied cooperatives, condominiums, and mobile homes and 
trailers are excluded from the tabulations on mortgage insurance. 

Mortgage insurance is financial protection provided to the 
lender in case the borrower fails to keep up the required mortgage 
payments and defaults on the loan. Such insurance protection 
is offered by both the Government, acting as an insurance agent, 
and by private mortgage insurance companies. The Federal 
government agencies that currently insure or guarantee 
mortgages include the Federal Housing Administration IFHAI, 
the Veterans' Administration (VA), and the Farmers Home 
Administration. Mortgages or loans that are not insured or 
guarantf!ed by FHA, VA, ,or the Farmers Home Administration 
are referred to as .. conventional" mortgages. Mortgage debts 
insured or guaranteed by State or local government agencies are 
not ·included in the category "insured by FHA, VA, or Farmers 
Home Administration.'' 

The Federal Housing Administration insures loans on homes. 
The Veterans' Administration guarantees or insures loans under 
the Serviceman's Readjustment Act (G.I. Bill). The.Farmers Home 
Administration provides much the same service as FHA, but con
fines its assistance to rural areas. 

Private mortgage insurance companies prov!de insurance pro
tection to lenders so that borrowers may obtain conventional 
loans with higher loan-to-value ratios than noninsured loans. 
Down payment and monthly payments are often less than for 
noninsured loans but terms are generally longer and the borrower 
pays an insui'ance premium as part of the monthly mortgage pay
ment. The data on private mortgage insurance is not separable 

from data on other conventional loans and is therefore included 
in the cate9ory "not insured or insured by private mortgage 
insurance." 

Monthly mortgage payment- The data are limited to owner
occuplec;t, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commerciai establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data present the monthly dollar amount paid for 
the mortgage, principal and interest only. Real estate taxes and 
fire hazard Insurance costs are excluded from the data even if 
they are included in the regular payment to the lender. 
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Real estate taxes last year-The data are restricted to owner
occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres having no 
commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property. The data exclude owner-occupied cooperatives, con
dominiums, and mobile homes and trailers. "Real estate taxes 
last year" refers to the yea~y total amount of all real estate taxes 
payable on the entire property during the last billing period. It 
includes State and local real estate taxes. Not included are 
payments on delinquent taxes due from prior years or payments 
for special assessments, facilities, or services. When the real 
estate taxes a"re included in the· mortgage, a separate amount 
for the taxes is obtained. 

In part C, the mean real estate taxes for last year per $1,000 
value of the property (house and lot) are presented. Housing units 
.for which no taxes are paid are excluded from the computation 
of the mean. 

.Property Insurance-This refers to fire and hazard insurance; that 
is. policies which protect the unit and its contents against loss 
due to damage by fire, lightning, wind, hail, explosion, etc. 
Homeowners' policies are also included since this type of in

surance has fire and hazard insurance together with other types 
of homeowner protection such as liability. If the cost of the in
surance was included as part of the mortgage payments, a 
separate amount for the insurance was obtained. The amount 
of the insurance premium reported was the amount paid for an 
entire 12-month period even if made in two or more installments. 
Property insurance is shown only as a component of selected 
monthly housing costs and selected monthly housing costs as 
percentage of income. The data are presented separately. for 
owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 acres with 
no commercial establishment or medical or dental office on the 
property and for owner-occupied mobile homes and trailers on 
less than 10 acres. That data exclude owner-occupied 
·cooperative and condominium units. 

Selected monthly housing costs- The data are presented 
separately for owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 
10 acres having no commercial establishment or medical or 
dental office on the property and for owner-occupied mobile 
homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The data exclude 
owner-occupied cOoperative and condominium units. Separat~ 
distributions are shown by whether or not there is a mortgage 
or, for mobile homes and trailers, by whether or not there is an 
installment loan or contract. Selected monthly housing costs is 
the monthly sum of payments for the mortgage, or installment 
loan or contract, real estate taxes (including taxes on mobile 
home or trailer site if the site is owned), property insurance, 
utilities (electricity, gas. water, and sewage disposal), fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.), and garbage collection. 

Households with a mortgage or similar debt that failed to report 
the amount of their payment and/or those households that did 
not report their real estate taxes are included in the "not 
reported" category. Likewi~e, for mobile homes and trailers, 
households that had an installment loan or contract but did not 
report their loan payment and/or their taxes are also included 
in the "not reported" category. 
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Selected monthly housing costs as percentage of Income-The 
yearly housing costs (selected monthly housing costs multiplied 
by 12) are expressed as a percentage of the total income of the 
family or primary individual. The percentage is presented for the 
same owner-occupied units for which selected monthly ho.using 
costs were tabulated (for exclusions, see "selected monthly 
housing costs''). The percentage was computed separately for 
each unit and was rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent. 
For income and selected monthly housing costs, the doll~r 
amounts were used. Units occupied by families or primary indi· 
viduals who reported no income or a net loss make up the 
category "not computed." 

Households that did not report the amount of the mortgage 
or similar debt and/or real estate taxes were included in the "not 

reported'' category. . '" •: 

Alterations and rapelrs during the last 12 months-The statisties 
refer to the 12 months prior to the interview and are restricted 
to owner-occupied, one-unit structures on less than 10 Seres 
without a commercial establishment or medical or dental Office 
on the property. 

The data are presented according to whether the alterations 
and repairs cost less than $250 or $250 or more. The total cost 
of the labor and materials was to be reported. However, if the 
labor was performed by the occupants or provided without 
charge, only the cost of the materials was obtained. The cost 
pertains to a single job; for example, if several jobs were done, 
each costing less than $250 but the sum total was over $250, 
it was reported as costing less than $250 since none of the jobs 
by themselves cost $250 or more. 

Additions-Additions refer to floor space built onto, above,- or 
below an existing unit in order to increase the enclosed space 
within the house; for example, a bedroom or basement added 
onto a house. It may also be construction of other buildings on 
the property. The building, such as a garage, may not necessarily 
be attached. 

Alterations-These are permanent changes made either to the 
inside or outside of a structure including the surrounding grounds. 
Alterations inside the structure include any type of remodeling 
resulting in permanent modification of space; for example, con
struction of a breakfast nook in a kitchen. It may involve com
pletely remodeling a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, or 
a structural change, such as separation of living and dining areas 
by a permanent room divider. It may also include attached equip
ment installed in the house for the first time; i.e., built-in 
dishwasher. Alterations outside the structure consist of installa
tion walks, driveways, fences, storm windows or doors, planting 
trees or shrubbery, or swimming pools built into the ground. 

Replacements - This refers to the complete substitution of a new 
piece of fixed equipment, surfacing, or fixed appliances for an 
old item that was previously there; for example, a new gas fur
nace or central air-conditioning system for one that no longer 
functioned properly. Excluded are appliances such as clothes 
washers, refrigerators, or window air-conditioners. 
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~Repairs-This refers to jobs necessary for maintenance and 
'·preventive care ofthe structure;·property, or fixed equipment; 
for example, painting, papering, floor sanding, mending water 
pipes,· and replacing parts of large equipment such as a furnace 

'.;valve. 
\·:~. 

Purchase price of mobile home-This item refers to owner~ 
• a·ccupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. The 
1purchase price is the total cost of the mobile home or trailer at 
-the time of purchase including the down payment but excluding 
site costs or. closing costs. The "not purchased" category refers 
to mobile homes and trailers that were not purchased by any 

:-:occupant of the unit; e.g., if the unit was acquired as a gift. 
101 

Year mobile home acquired-This item pertains to owner
occupied mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Year 

·~acquired is the calendar year that the current owner took posses
sion of the mobile home or trailer, not the year the mobile home 
qr t~ailer was manufactured. "Acquired" includes purchase as 
well as other forms of taking possession such as inheritance, 
gift, trade, and foreclosure. 

Mobile home acquired new-The data pertain to owner-occupied 
mobile homes and trailers on less than 10 acres. Acquired new 
means that no other person or family lived in the mobile· home 
or used it for a business, etc., before the present owner 
acquired it. 

Contract rent-Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or 
contracted for, even if the furnishings, utilities, or services are 
included. The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 
10 acres or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are 
not restricted by acreage. Rental units occupied witho'-'t pay
ment of cash rent are shown separately as no cash rent in the 
rent tabulations. 

Gross rent-The computed rent, termed "gross rent," is the con
tract rent plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities 
(electricity, gas, water) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.) 
if these items are paid for by the renter (or paid for by someone 
else, such as a relative, welfare agency, or friend) in addition 
to rent. Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to, or contracted 
for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, or services that may 
be ·included. Thus, gross rent is intended to eliminate differen
tials which result from varying methods of including utilities and 
fuels as part of the rental payment. The estimated costs of water 
and fuels are reported on a yearly basis, but they are converted 
to· monthly figures in the computation process. 

The statistics on rent exclude one-unit structures on 1 O acres 
or more. Rent data for mobile homes and trailers are not restricted 

. by acreage. Rental units occupied without payment of cash rent 
are shown separately as nO cash rent in the rent tabulations. 

Gross rent In nonsubsldlzed housing-The gross rent for non
subsidized housing units excludes units reported in public hous
ing p'fojects, units with FBderal, State, or local government rent 
subsidies, as well as one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. 
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In this report, data on nonsubsidized units are not based on 
government or local records; the figures are, therefore, subject 
to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit aS sub
sidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Gross rent as percentage of income-The yearly grosS ·rent 
(monthly gross rent multiplied by 12) is expressed as a per
centage of the total income of the family or primary individu81. 
The percentage is presented for the.same renter-occupied units 
for which gross rent is tabulated; thus, the statistics on grOss 
rent as percentage of income reflect the exclUsion of certain 
renter-occupied housing units. The percentage is cOmPut0d 
separately for each uriit and is rounded to the nearest whole 
number. For gross rent and ir1come, ·the dollar anlou.nts ·are 
used in the computation. Uriits for which no cash rent is Paid 
and units occupied by families or primary individuals who report 
no income or a net loss comprise the category "not computed." 

The 1983 income st8tistics are for the 12 niOnths prior to tli'e 
date of the interview. For 1970, the inconie statistics cover the 
calendar year 1969. 

Gross rent in nonsubsidized housing as percentage of income
This item is computed in the same manner as "gross rent as 
percentage of income" except that rent and income for public 
and subsidized housing units are exduded. Data on nonsubidized 
units in this report are not based on government or local records; 
they are. therefore, subject to the ability of a resporident to 
properly classify the unit as subsidized or nonsubsidized housing. 

Inclusion in rent (garbage collectlon)-Counts are shown 
separately for housing units in which garbage collection is 
included in the rent. The data are restricted to renter-occupied 
units for which cash rent is paid and exclude one-unit structur.es 
on 10 acres or more. 

Included are housing units which have garbage collection 
service available in connection with the building. The service may 
be public or private and must ~e available without additional. cost 
to the renter. If the garbage (food waste) is collected by one com
pany and the trash lpaper, cans, etc.) by another, the data refer 
to the garbage collection service. 

Rant asked-For vacant housing units, the rent is the amount 
asked for the unit at the time of the interview· and may differ 
from the rent contracted. for when the unit waS occupied. The 
data are for vacant, year-round housing units for r8nt, excluding 
one-unit structures on 10 acres or more. The median rent asked 
is shown separately for housing units in which the rent includes 
payment for utilities (electricitY, gas, and water) a'1d fuels (oil, 
coal, kerosene, wood, etc.). Median rent asked is also shown 
for housing units in which the rent includes payment for utilit~es 
and fuels, as well as garbage collection service . 

Public. private, or subsidized housing-A housing unit is 
classified as being in a public housing project if the structure 
in which the unit is located is owned by a local housing authority 
or other public agency, sLich as a housing and redevelopment 
authority or a housing development agency, and oP,eratBd Bs 

public housing. These organizations may receive subsidies from 
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the Federal or State government but the local agency owns the 
property. All other housing units are classified as private housing. 

Private housing units are further classified by whether the units 
are subsidized; that is, the respondent pays a lower rent because 
a Federal, State, or local government program pays part of the 
cost of construction, building mortgage, or operating expenses. 
These programs include (1) the interest subsidy programs of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development IHUD) for rental 
and cooperative housing for moderate-income families, 12) the 
rent supplement program where part of the rent for low-income 
families occupying certain types of rental housing projects is paid 
by HUD, and (3) the direct loan program of HUD for housing the 
elderly .. 

The statistics on public or subsidized housing exclude one
unit structures on 10 acres or more and rental units occupied 
without payment of cash rent. In addition, the data are not based 
on government or local records; the figures are. therefore. sub
ject to the ability of a respondent to properly classify the unit 
as public or private and, if private, as subsidized or nonsubsidized 
housing. 

Household Characteristics 

Household-A household consists of all the persons who occupy 
a housing unit. By definition, the count of households is the same 
as the count of occupied housing units. 

.Householder-The householder is the first household member 
18 years old or over who is the owner or renter of the sample 
unit. If no househ~ld member occupying the sample unit owns 
or rents the unit, the householder is the first household member 
listed who is 1 8 years old or older. In the AHS reports tor 1973 
through 1979 the concept head of household was used. One 
person in each household was designated as the head, that is 
the person who was regarded as the head by the respondent. 
However, if a married woman living with her husband was 
reported as the head, her husband was considered the head for 

the purpose of simplifying the tabulations. 

Household composition by age of householder-Statistics by age 
of householder are presented separately for two-or-more-person 
households and for one-person households. Households having 
two or more persons are further subdivided as follows: 

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives- Each househ61d in this 
group consists of the householder and spouse, and other per
sOns, if any, all of whom are related to the householder. 

Other male householder- This category includes households 
with male householders who are married, but with wife absent 
because of separation or other reason where husband and wife 
maintain separate residences; and male householders who are 
widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are households with 
male householder, wife present and nonrelatives living with 
them. 

Other female householder- This category includes households 
with female householders who are married, but with husband 
absent because of separation or other reason where husband 
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and wife maintain separate residences; and female householders 
who are widowed, divorced, or single. Also included are 
households with female householder. husband present, and 
nonrelatives living with them. 

Households consisting of only one person are shown 
separately for male householder and female householder under 
the category "one·person households." ., ;' 

•• 
FamDy or primary Individual-Housing units are occupied by 
either families or primary individuals~ The term "family" ~ef~rs 
to the householder and all lone or more) other persons living in 
the same household who are related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. If the householder lives alone or ~Ith 
nonrelatives only, then the householder is considered a ''prim;,.Y 

individual." . ~~i 
Married couples related to the householder of a family er~ ir· 

eluded in the family and are not considered as separate families. 
A lodger, servant, or other person· unrelated to the householder 
is considered a member of the household but not of the family_. 

In the statistics on household composition, families are always 
included in one of the three major groups of two·or·more·person 
households. Primary individuals with norirelatives living with 
them are tabulated as other male or female householder. Primary 
individuals living alone are always tabulated as one·person 
households. 

Subfamily-A subfamily is a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or more own single (never 
married) children under 18 years old, living in a household and 
related to, but not including, the ·householder ~r spouse. The 
most common example of a subfamily is a young married couple 
sharing the home of the husband's or wife's parents. 

Age of household•-The age classification refers to the age 
reported for the householder as of that person's last birthday. 

Persons 65 years old and .over-All persons, including the 
householder. who are members of the household and ere 65 
years old and over, are included in the count of persons 65 years 
old and over. 

Own children under 18 years old-Statistics on presence of own 
children of householder, are shown in this report. A child under 
18 years old is defined as an own child if he or she is a single 
(never married) son, daughter. stepchild, or adopted child of a 
householder. Own c~ildren of subfamilies are excluded from the 
total count of own children. 

Other relative of householder-This category includes all persons 
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption except 
wife, husband, or child of householder and members of 
subfamilies. 

Nonrelative-A nonrelative of the householder is any person in 
the household who is not related to the householder by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Roomers, boarders, lodgers, partners. resi· 
dent employees, wards, and foster children are included in this 
category. 
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Years of school completed by householder-The statistics refer 
to the highest grade of regular school completed and not to the 
highest grade attended. For persons still attending school, the 
highest grade completed is one less than the one in which they 
ere currently enrolled. Regular school refers to formal education 
Obt8ined in graded public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities; or professional schools, whether day or night school, 
and whether attendance was full or part time. That is, "regular 
schooling" is formal education which may advance a person 
'tciw&rd an elementary or high school diploma, college, uni
versity, or professional school degree. Schooling or tutoring in 
Other than regular schools is counted only if the credits 
O~tained are regarded as transferable to a school in the regular 
SChool system. Householders whose highest grade completed 
·was in a foreiQn school system or in an ungraded school were 
instructed to report the approximate equivalent grade (or years) 
in ihe regular United· States school system. They were not 
reported as having completed a given grade if they dropped out 
or failed to pass the last grade attended. Education received in 
the - following t'ypes of schools is not counted as "regular 
schooling'': Vocational schools, trade schools, business schools, 
and noncredit adult education classes. 

lnCome-The statistics on income in the Annual Housing·Survey 
are based on the respondent's reply to questions on income for 
the 12 months prior to the interview and are the sum of the 
amounts reported for wage and sala,.Y income, net self
employment income, Social Security or railroad retirement in
come, public assistance or welfare payments, and all other 
money income. The figures represent the amount of income 
received before deductions for personal income taxes, Social 
Security, union dues, bond purchases, health insurance 
premiums, Me~icare deductions, etc. 

In this report series, the statistics relate to the money income 
of the family or primary indivi~ual occupying the housing unit, 
i.e., the sum of the income of the householder and all other 
members of the family 15 years old and over. or the income of 
the primary individual. Incomes of persons living in the unit but 
not related to the householder are not included in this sum. 

Wage or salary· income is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period prior to the interview. It includes wages, 
salaries, piece-rate payments, commissions, tips, cash bonuses, 
and Armed Forces pay. Net self-employment income is defined 
es net money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) 
received from a business, professional practice, partnership, or 
farm _in which the person was sE!lf-employed. 

Social Security or railroad retirement income includes cash 
receipts of Social Security pensions; survivors' benefits; disability 
insurance programs for retired persons, dependents of deceased 
insured workers, or disabled workers; and deductions for 
Medicare and health insurance premiums. Cash receipts of retire
ment, disability, and survivors' benefit payments made by the 
U.S. Government under the Railroad Retirement Act are also 

App-19 

included. Separate. payments received for hospital or other 
medical care are not included. 

Income from all other sources includes money income received 
from sources such as periodic payments from estates and trust 
funds; dividends; interest; net rental income (or loss) from 
property rentals; net receipts from roomers or boarders; net 
royalties; public assistance or welfare payments which include 
cash receipts received from public assistance programs,·such 
as old age assistance, aid to families with dependent children, 
and aid to the blind or totally disabled; unemployment insurance 
benefits; money received for transportation and/or subsistence 
by persons participating in special governmental training pro
grams, such as the Area Redevelopment Act and the Manpower 
Development and Training Act; workmen's compensation cash 
benefits; periodic payments by the Veterans'·Administration to 
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of 
deceased veterans; public or private pensions; periodic receipts 
from insurance policies or annuities; alimony or child support 
from persons who are not members of the household; net 
gambling gains; and nonservice scholarships and fellowships. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as in
come: Value of income "in kind," such as free living quarters, 
housing subsidies, food stamps, or food produced and consumed 
in the home; money received from the sale of property (unless 
the recipient was engaged in the business of selling such 
property); money borrowed; tax refund; withdrawal of bank 
deposits; accrued interest on uncashed savings bonds; exchange 
of money between relatives living in the same household; and 
gifts and lump-sum insurance payments, inheritances, and other 
types of lump-sum receipts. 

The income statistics and the characteristics of the household 
refer ~o different periods in time. For 1983, the income data refer 
to the 12 months prior to the in.terview, and the household 
characteristics refer to the date of the interview. For 1970, 
income data refer to the calendar year 1969, but the household 
characteristics refer to April 1, 1970. Thus, family income does 
not include amounts received by persons who were members 
of the family during all or part of the income period if these per
sons no longer resided with the family at the time of the inter
view. On the other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by related persons who did not reside with the family 
during the entire income period but who were members of the 
family at the time of the interview. For most families, however, 
the income reported was received by persons who were 
members of the family throughout the income period. 

There may be significant differences in the income data 
between the Annual Housing Survey and other Bureau of the 
Census' surveys and censuses. For example, the time period for 
income data in the Annual Housing Survey refers to the 12 
months prior to the interview while other income data generally 
refer to the calendar year prior to the date of the interview. Addi
tional differences in the income data may be attributed to the 
various ways income questions are asked, the sampling vari
ability and nonsampling errors between the Annual Housing 
Survey and other Bureau surveys and censuses, survey proce
dures and techniques, and processing procedures. 
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